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Can Young Folks 
Find Security 
Today?

W E LIVE in an unstable, dangerous 
world. Many people feel frustrated 

and depressed. For example, a young 
man of 16 in Britain, on leaving school, 
tried hard to find a job, but failed. He 
committed suicide. An exceptional case? 
So many young folks feel unhappy and 
insecure that, for example, in Alberta, 
Canada, it ranks second as a cause of 
death of youths 15 to 19 years old. 
Why? How can this feeling be overcome?

WHAT CAUSES THE FEELING OF
INSECURITY?

There are many factors involved, such 
as unhappy homes and bad conditions 
at school. In many places good jobs are 
hard to find. So are loyal friends. Mar­
riage seems risky. And the general fu­
ture looks gloomy.

Parents may be so occupied that they 
spend little time with their young folks 
and consider them a burden. If family 
togetherness is lacking, parents and 
children become strangers. In some cases 
parents become strangers to each other. 
And the family breaks up.

"Student reading skills are declining," 
says a report from Canada. In many 
countries standards of teaching are drop­
ping. Cheating is on the increase. Di­

plomas are becoming meaningless. Van­
dalism and violence are driving teachers 
away. Schools are becoming centers for 
drugs, drink and illicit sex.

If you are a young person, have you 
found that, when the "crunch" comes, 
some of your "friends" prove ungrate­
ful and disloyal? Have you noticed the 
increasing divorce rate and feel that 
marriage is not for you?

You young folks today face many 
problems. You have inherited a world 
that seems to be going mad. Capping 
all of this is the stark insanity of a 
buildup for another global conflict. The 
very thought of it is frightening. The 
Bible puts it this way: "Men become 
faint out of fear and expectation of 
the things coming upon the inhabited 
earth."— Luke 21:26.

Then how or where can you find se­
curity and real happiness?

DOES "HAVING FUN" HELP?
Yes, it does. Good clean fun can re­

lax us and help us to face life's worries 
better. As the Bible says, there is "a  
time to laugh . . . and a time to skip 
about." (Eccl. 3:4) But just "having fun" 
is not the real answer. One can go out 
for an evening and forget everything.
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But the next day the problems are still 
there.

Moreover, certain types of "fun" have 
ugly kickbacks. You can "drown" your 
worries in alcohol or go on a "trip" with 
drugs. But they only increase your prob­
lems. And you pay heavily— not only 
in cash but also in health and peace 
of mind. Do you know of anyone who 
is not the worse off for taking drugs 
or for drinking too much?

No, pleasures and trying to escape 
are not the answer. Then . . .

WHAT IS THE ANSWER?
What a difference it would make if 

you had a bright hope for the future! 
What is life without hope? And how 
much happier you would be if you had 
lots of true friends— people you could 
always turn to for encouragement and 
help in solving your problems. Life is 
cold and empty without friends.

You may say: "That sounds fine. But 
what hope is there for the future? Things 
are getting worse instead of better."

True. But, interestingly, the Bible ac­
tually foresaw that this would happen. 
It foretold for this time world wars, 
"food shortages and earthquakes in one 
place after another . . . increasing of 
lawlessness." Then it adds: "And then 
the end will come." (Matt. 24:7, 12, 14) 
Not the end of this beautiful earth. But 
the end of this corrupt, violent system 
of things.

Yes, the Bible shows we are fast head­
ing for this climax in human history. A 
global cleanup! The present world set­
up will disappear and God himself will 
bring in a new order of peace and happi­
ness under his own government.— Dan. 
2:44; Ps. 37:10, 11.

What a thrilling hope!
You may say: "But, if true, that is still 

future. I want my problems solved now." 
So let's consider . . .

HOW CAN YOUR PROBLEMS
BE SOLVED?

The famous Hindu leader Mahatma 
Gandhi once said to the British viceroy 
of India: "When your country and mine 
shall get together on the teachings laid 
down by Christ . . .  we shall have 
solved the problems not only of our 
countries but those of the whole world."

But problems are increasing. Why? 
Because people have ignored Christ's 
teachings— especially this one: "You
must love your neighbor as yourself." 
True, Christendom has had the Bible 
for centuries. But she has not followed 
its teachings.

The Bible is "beneficial . . . for set­
ting things straight." (2 Tim. 3:16) For 
example, note its counsel on a few dif­
ferent matters: "An answer, when mild, 
turns away rage." "A ll things . . . that 
you want men to do to you, you also 
must likewise do to them." What a lot 
of problems would be solved by follow­
ing advice such as this!— Prov. 15:1; 
Matt. 7:12.

You may say: "But are there any 
people who really do what the Bible 
says?" You may realize, as many do, 
that religious organizations are full of 
people who preach but do not practice.

WHERE CAN YOU FIND TRUE FRIENDS?
You can find them among a people 

who keep out of political squabbles and 
violence, who form a loving, united, 
world fam ily— Jehovah's W itnesses. 
They will gladly assist you in under­
standing fascinating Bible prophecies 
that will give you a superb hope for the 
future. (Rev. 21:3, 4) In time, you will 
find that wherever you go you will have 
loyal friends. (Prov. 17:17) And they 
can help you to learn the Bible's real­
istic solutions to your problems now.
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“I Am  Putting You in Charge"
Jehovah God told man to have control 
of the earth and guard it, and to be 
in charge of all its living creatures. How 
well has man lived up to this trust?

PEOPLE gaze in awe at the starry heav­
ens overhead. On a dark night the sky 

seems packed full, but the few thousand 
stars they see are but a small fraction of 
the trillions that make up the universe. 
These myriads of stars move in precise 
orbits governed by laws of motion that 
their Creator established. “In the begin­
ning God created the heavens and the 
earth.” The vastness and the complexity 
of it boggles the mind of human observers. 
—Gen. 1:1.

In comparison to the heavens, the earth 
is a mere speck. But it is huge to us and 
packed with life. One teaspoonful of soil 
may contain 5,000,000,000 living organ­
isms, and who can even imagine the num­
ber of creatures in the “pastures of the 
sea”? “How many your works are, O Je­
hovah! All of them in wisdom you have 
made. The earth is full of your productions. 
As for this sea so great and wide, there 
there are moving things without number, 
living creatures, small as well as great.” 
—Ps. 104:24, 25.

The coexistence of such vast numbers 
on earth could be a problem. A balance 
must be maintained so that all kinds can 
have sufficient light, air, water, food, living 
space and other provisions needed for sur­
vival. This is called the “balance of na­
ture,” and if an imbalance occurs the sys­
tem is self-adjusting. Jehovah has so 
arranged it. It belongs to him: “To Jeho­
vah belong the earth and that which fills 
it, the productive land and those dwelling 
in it.”—Ps. 24:1.

Jehovah has entrusted the earth to man: 
“To Jehovah the heavens belong, but the 
earth he has given to the sons of men.” 
(Ps. 115:16) The responsibility placed up­
on people was plainly stated to the first 
human pair: “He created them male and 
female, blessed them, and said, ‘Have many 
children, so that your descendants will live 
all over the earth and bring it under their 
control. I am putting you in charge of the 
fish, the birds, and all the wild animals.’ ” 
Man’s care of the earth was to be a pro­
tective care: “God placed the man in the 
Garden of Eden to cultivate it and guard 
it.”—Gen. 1:27, 28; 2:15, Good News Bible.

It is vital that people fulfill this guard­
ianship. They are to be in the likeness 
of God, which means they were created

AWAKE! —  JUNE 22, 1980 5
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GOD S CONCERN FOR ANIMALS

GOD IS CONCERNED:
"Sparrows . . . not one of them will fall 
to the ground without your Father's knowl­
edge."— Matt. 10:29.

HE REQUIRES KIND CONSIDERATION:
'Six days work, on the seventh desist, that 
your bull and your ass may rest.'— Ex. 
23:12.
"You must not muzzle a bull while it is 
threshing."— Deut. 25:4.
"You must not plow with a bull and an 
ass together."— Deut. 22:10.
"Should you see the ass of someone who 
hates you lying down under its load, . . . 
you are without fail to get it loose." 
— Ex. 23:5.
"Who of you, if his . . . bull falls into 
a well, will not immediately pull him out 
on the sabbath day?"— Luke 14:5.

HE PROVIDES FOR SURVIVAL OF THE 
SPECIES:

"In case a bird's nest happens to be be­
fore you . . . you must not take the mother 
along with the offspring."— Deut. 22:6.

HE PROVIDES FOOD:
"The sabbath of the land must serve you 
people for food, . . . and for the wild 
beast that is in your land."— Lev. 25:6, 7.
"You open your hand— they get satisfied 
with good things."— Ps. 104:28.
"Observe intently the birds of heaven,
. . . your heavenly Father feeds them." 
— Matt. 6:26.

HE PROVIDES WISDOM NEEDED FOR 
SURVIVAL:

"They are instinctively wise: . . .  in the 
summer they prepare their food."— Prov. 
30:24, 25.

HE REQUIRES SHOWING APPROPRIATE 
RESPECT:

"You must not boil a kid in its mother's 
milk."— Ex. 23:19.

I________J

with certain attributes of Jehovah, such 
as justice, love, wisdom and power. These 
qualities equip them to perform their role 
as caretakers of the earth and its plants 
and animals, but these attributes, unap­
plied or misused, also give people the pow­
er to upset the “balance of nature.” If 
their power is used unjustly, unlovingly or 
unwisely, the self-adjusting processes of 
earth’s environment will be jeopardized.

Guidelines fo r  Treatm ent o f Anim als
In keeping with God’s likeness, man 

should show a concern for the animals 
similar to God’s. Numerous Bible texts 
serve as guidelines for the treatment of 
animals. People are prone to go to ex­
tremes, and positions taken toward ani­
mals are no exceptions. Some are ruled by 
sentimentality, others by cruel indiffer­
ence. Animals may be used to perform a 
wide variety of work for people. They are 
properly used to provide food—milk, but­
ter, eggs, cheese and even meat. Also 
clothes, not only from their wool or hair 
but also from their skins—though the steel 
leg-hold trap is cruel to fur-bearing ani­
mals.—Gen. 3:21.

However, a respectful awareness of the 
sanctity of life is to be shown in these uses 
of animals. Killing merely for sport shows 
a calloused indifference toward life. Even 
hunters killing for food were obligated to 
show respect for life: “He must in that 
case pour its blood out and cover it with 
dust. For the soul [life] of every sort of 
flesh is its blood.” It was the sanctity of 
life that caused God to put this restriction 
upon man: “You must not eat the blood 
of any sort of flesh, because the soul of 
every sort of flesh is its blood.”—Lev. 17: 
13, 14.

If animals may be used as food to sus­
tain people’s lives, it seems reasonable to 
use them in medical experiments to save 
lives. However, this is no license for un­
restricted and often valueless, repetitious
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experiments involving intense suffering. 
Many scientists are questioning the ethics 
of cruel experiments. Jeremy J. Stone, 
director of the Washington-based Federa­
tion of American Scientists, said: “The 
lives and suffering of animals must surely 
count for something.’’ British physiologist 
Dr. D. H. Smyth agrees: “Some knowledge 
can be obtained at too high a price.” In 
his book Alternatives to Animal 
ments, Dr. Smyth shows many options 

open to researchers other than torturous 
animal experiments. The price of knowl­
edge does not have to be such cruelties as 
shown in the chart on the right.

Destruction of W ildlife
Woe to the animals put in man’s charge. 

The extinction of one kind has become 
proverbial: “As dead as a dodo.” Many 
others have become extinct. Flocks of pas­
senger pigeons once darkened the North 
American skies. Audubon once estimated 
a thousand million birds in one flock. A 
migration of them took days to pass over­
head. The last passenger pigeon on earth 
died in 1914. Once the Western plains of 
America were black with bison. By 1900 
some 50 million had been killed, wastefully 
and wantonly, bringing the native wild 
herds to near extinction. Today many wild 
species are endangered. Materialism, me- 
ism, poaching, greed, pollution, destruc­
tion of habitats, Nimrod-like vanity for 
trophies—these are the main causes of the 
destructive assaults on wildlife.

The list of endangered species runs into 
the hundreds of thousands. It is estimated 
that one a day is being lost now, and by 
the end of the ’80’s it will be one every 
hour. In just two years during the ’70’s 
the elephant population in Kenya dropped 
from 40,000 to 20,000, zebras decreased 
from 15,000 to 1,500, and on Kenya’s Lake 
Nakuru, where millions of pink flamingos 
used to gather, only a fraction of “this 
greatest bird spectacle in the world” re-

--------------------------------------------------- .
MAN'S RECORD OF CRUELTY 

TO ANIMALS

IN THE NAME OF SPORT:
Bearbaiting. Practiced in England, 11th to 
19th century. Chained bear, teeth ground 
off, attacked by four dogs, mastiffs. 
Bullbaiting. Tethered bull attacked by dog 
trained to seize bull's nose and hang on. 
Dog after dog attacks until the bull col­
lapses.
Bullfighting. Three men sink barbed sticks 
into bull's shoulders, then two men on 
horseback plunge spears into the hump of 
muscle on its neck to weaken and make 
head sag, then matador drives sword be­
tween shoulders to kill it.
Fox hunting. Hounds and horsemen chase 
and kill a terrified fox. Dogs trained for 
this by killing fox cubs.
Cockfighting. Roosters fitted with steel 
spurs up to three inches long fight and 
often die in this "sport."
Dogfighting. Puppies given kittens to kill, 
then cats and small dogs, until bloodlust 
created. They become the pit bull terriers 
used in illegal dogfights. Covered with 
blood, eyes torn out, ears chewed off, 
moving on stumps of broken or torn legs, 
they fight on to satisfy masters who claim 
to love them. Thousands die annually.

IN THE NAME OF SCIENCE:

• Monkeys and rabbits forced to smoke until 
they die of lung cancer.

• Electric shocks given until animals lie help­
less.

• Rabbits pinioned in stocks have boxes of 
tsetse flies attached to their ears. Others 
have eye makeup and hair dyes put into 
their naked eyes until eyes ulcerated.

• Monkeys starved, forced to run on tread­
mills and subjected to radiation. Average 
time until death: 37 hours.

• Cats blinded, castrated, sense of smell 
destroyed, nerves in sex organs cut, and 
then tested as to sexual responses.

•Vocal cords destroyed so animals can't 
scream.

• In United States alone, 64,000,000 ani­
mals killed annually in such medical ex­
periments.

s__________________________________/
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mains. Millions have died or left because 
of the industrial pollution of the lake. The 
tropical rain forests of the Amazon are 
now being exploited, and, if this continues, 
hundreds of thousands of species of plants 
and animals will be lost by the year 2000. 
On and on the death list goes, all because 
man has failed to guard the earth and its 
plant and animal life.

Vain A ttem p t to S h ift the Blam e
At this catastrophe some voices are cry­

ing out, “I t’s God’s fault!” One such cry 
comes from the famous historian Arnold J. 
Toynbee, who said that when God put man 
in charge he did thereby “license Adam 
and Eve to do what they liked with it.” 
To the contrary, God only licensed them 
to guard it, keep it, take care of it. But 
that first pair disobeyed this command and 
the other commands of God, just as their 
descendants have done ever since. They 
have upset the “balance of nature,” have 
polluted the environment and are ruining 
the earth as a habitable planet. As the 
Bible says, “Some people ruin themselves 
by their own stupid actions and then blame 
the Lord.” The stupid and destructive ac­
tions will not be allowed 
to continue, for Jehovah 
says: “The time has come 
to destroy those who de­
stroy the earth!”—Prov.
19:3; Rev. 11:18, GNB.

“A  righteous man cares 
for his beast; but the 
mercy of the wicked is 
cruel.” (Prov. 12:10, An 
American Translation)
The wicked will be re­
moved, the righteous will 
remain: “The upright are 
the ones that will reside 
in the earth . . .  the wick­
ed, they will be cut off 
from the very ea rth .”

The earth is to remain forever, be inhabit­
ed forever, and be guarded as a paradise 
forever by men and women who return 
to God’s likeness and exercise their power 
over the animals in just and loving ways. 
—Prov. 2:21, 22; Eccl. 1:4; Isa. 45:18.

Then “the wolf will actually reside for 
a while with the male lamb, and with the 
kid the leopard itself will lie down, and 
the calf and the maned young lion and the 
well-fed animal all together; and a mere 
little boy will be leader over them. And 
the cow and the bear themselves will feed; 
together their young ones will lie down. 
And even the lion will eat straw just like 
the bull. And the sucking child will cer­
tainly play upon the hole of the cobra; 
and upon the light aperture of a poisonous 
snake will a weaned child actually put his 
own hand. They will not do any harm or 
cause any ruin in all my holy mountain; 
because the earth will certainly be filled 
with the knowledge of Jehovah as the wa­
ters are covering the very sea.”—Isa. 11: 
6-9.

Then mankind will vindicate the trust 
Jehovah expressed long ago: “I am putting 
you in charge.”

8 AWAKE! —  JUNE 22, 1980



Getting Along w ith  
Creatures of the W ild
A former trainer in a natural park explains how 
you must understand the temperament of 
animals you work with

HE WHEELED in midair to face the lioness, cross­
ing his arms over his chest and face, hoping to 

fend off her charge. But she was too quick. Her nose 
plowed through his defense and she flattened him! Her 
teeth raked across the back of his head, taking off 
a patch of hair. Somehow he was on his feet and 
weaving toward an exit. Again she flattened him, but 
this time she scampered out of the arena.

“She was just playing,” trainer Larry Titus shrugged. 
“Usually we let the animal out in a larger area and 
play with it, getting it in the right mood before 
doing this stunt,” he explained. “This time she was 
kept in her cage until the last minute and was not 
prepared to play her role properly. She shouldn’t  be 
blamed. It was our fault.”

Here in this natural park 
where animals ran free in a 
habitat that resembled Afri­
ca, visitors gathered around 
a 50-foot* arena for special 
shows. “ Im ag in e  you a re  
watching a native running 
through the jungle,” the 
announcer would call out. A 
trainer would burst out of the 
tunnel with a lion or a tiger 
after him!

“They would come at 30 
milesf an hour and knock us 
flat, and play with us like a 
hockey puck. It was rough on 
us. That’s why we would do 
it only two or three times 
a day, and we would take 
turns.”

The life of an animal train­
er can be harried, Larry Titus 
confessed. “I had both shoul­
ders dislocated within two 
days. Once was with a moun­
tain lion—the one you see in 
the car commercials on TV. 
I was training him with what 
we call the buzzer call. When 
I gave the command to come 
for the meat he came for me 
instead. I swung the chain in 
my hand so hard I dislocated 
one shoulder.”

Next day he dislocated the 
other one, trying to give an 
elephant an enema. Chris, his 
wife, who is an animal han­
dler, snickered. “Tell how you 
give an elephant an enema.”

“With a water hose. This 
elephant didn’t  like it and 
kicked me 20 feet across the 
barn.”

The worst scare of his life
* A foot » 30.48 centimeters.
t A mile = 1.609 kilometers.

AWAKE! —  JUNE 22, 1980 9



came when he was a beginner, a handler. 
It was in the California mountains at a 
big game compound where wild animals 
were trained and used for motion pictures. 
He gives this account:

“In the elephant barn the stalls were 
pitch-black until you opened a window. 
I walked into Squeakie’s stall. Squeakie 
was a hedgehog. I kept talking to Squeakie 
to let him know I wasn’t going to hurt 
him. What I heard was not Squeakie but 
a deep rumble. Then I saw green eyes. 
I opened the window and there, draped all 
the way across the far wall, was a Siberian 
tiger 12 feet long. Your impulse is to yell 
your head off. But I knew enough just to 
keep talking, as though it was Squeakie, 
as I sidled back to the door and out.

“It was in these mountains of Cali­
fornia that my twin brother Gary and I 
got the training that led to our becoming 
animal trainers. There were 2,500 to 3,000 
animals in the compound. The cages were 
flimsy, and every day some animal would 
break out. The management noted that 
my brother and I had a special knack for 
capturing the runaways.

“One time we were out chasing a kan­
garoo. I heard it coming down a ravine, 
ducked out of sight, and as it went by 
I jumped on its back. He really took off 
down the canyon. I lost my shirt and got 
bruised and scratched from head to foot, 
but he tired after 20 minutes. I ’ve ridden 
ostriches, giraffes, rhinoceroses, wilde­
beests, antelopes—anything ridable. After 
five years of this, Gary and I began to 
get the feel of training wild creatures.”

Coping w ith  the K ille r  Instinct
Most of us look at a lion or a wolf or 

even a giant eagle and feel awe and fright. 
Professional trainers see the animals in a 
different way.

“I  see their natural wildness,” Larry ex­
plains, “the danger in their nature, but 
not deliberate and vicious like humans.

And though they are not domesticated in 
spirit, they are playful and friendly in their 
way. They are capable of affection and are 
friendly as long as you understand that 
they can only accept it in their way. But 
in learning how to get along with them, 
you never want to overlook the killer in­
stinct. I t’s the first thing we looked for 
as we received newcomers to Tiger Island.

“Tiger Island was just off the mainland 
(California) where the big natural park 
was—the place where the lioness took a 
patch of my hair. People circled the island 
in boats to watch the lions and the tigers 
running free. I was one of the head train­
ers who kept the 15 or 20 big cats going 
through their games. Most of the animals

'You never hit a wolf— he 
isn't tuned to that kind of 

treatment'
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had grown up on the mainland in the show 
areas. The handlers who cared for them 
while they were young were mostly wom­
en, and sometimes the animals became 
spoiled—for sometimes women do spoil 
little creatures. When the animals get big 
they are sent out to us on Tiger Island, 
and if they have been spoiled we’re con­
fronted with a real and dangerous problem.

“One day I got a male lion about 11 
months old and weighing 200 pounds.* 
The first thing to do when an animal 
comes to Tiger Island is to break him of 
any sense of possessiveness. If he gets 
ahold of something and has it for any 
period of time he feels he owns it. Then 
if you try  to take it from him your life 
could be endangered. I had a way of test­
ing the possessive spirit. I ’d give the ani­
mal something to play with, then tell him 
to leave it before he became possessive— 
possessiveness means the right to tear it 
apart, and sometime the plaything could 
be you.

“This new young lion’s name was Dan­
delion. I gave him a gunnysack. When he 
started to play with it I told him to leave 
it. I told him three or four times. He 
growled, reared up on his hind feet, snap­
ping and biting and boxing with me, right, 
left, right, left. I ’d duck or block his blows, 
and hit him maybe on the nose. He backed 
me off several yards, to a tree where I 
had a club. About that time he dropped 
to the ground and loped back to his gunny­
sack.

“I could not let him get away with this. 
I got the club and kept it behind me as 
I  went back. Again I said, ‘Leave it.’ He 
snarled. I said ‘Leave it’ again. He lunged. 
I came down hard on his nose. It was for 
his good and mine. If he didn’t learn to 
obey he would be shipped off to a zoo to 
sit in a cage for the rest of his life. For 
this young lion that could mean 20 years. 
An hour later it was time for another les-

* A pound = 0.453 kilograms.
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'Harpie— her grip can register 
up to 700 pounds pressure'

son. I gave him the gunnysack, but he 
would have nothing to do with it. I waited 
until the next day.

“The next day he got possessive again, 
but after three ‘Leave its' he left it. Good, 
but not good enough. He had to learn to 
leave it the first time. We kept on until 
he got it down to the first ‘Leave it /  From 
then on I could be anywhere on the island, 
no matter how far, and if he got possessive 
over anything I’d call out ‘Leave it.’ Dan­
delion’s ears would fold back and he’d take 
off. So it was good. It was protection, 
survival.”

Obedience to the command “Leave it” 
could mean saving a trainer’s life. Larry’s 
brother Gary was to work with an African 
bull elephant at Knott’s Berry Farm in 
southern California. Its name was Punky, 
and after its trainer had shown Gary the 
cues and commands Punky knew, Gary 
took the bull hook (a two-foot oak club
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with a hook on the end) and started to put 
Punky through his paces.

But animals are like children—they tend 
to test you. Punky wrapped his trunk 
around Gary’s legs, hoisted him overhead 
and went running through the compound. 
The bull hook fell to the ground and Gary 
thought the end was near. Suddenly the 
elephant stopped, threw Gary to the ground 
and raised his foot to stomp him. Punky’s 
original trainer rushed up, hooked the leg 
with his bull hook and yelled, “Leave it!” 
Punky walked off as if nothing had hap­
pened.

Getting to  Know Their Tem peram ent
The trainer must know the tempera­

ment of the animals he works with. One 
day Larry was feeding Harpie, a South 
American monkey eagle, the one that 
made the movie “Harpie.” She weighed 
16 pounds, stood 26 inches* tall and had 
talons that could wrap around your wrist 
and overlap some three inches. Her grip 
could register 700 pounds pressure. This 
day Larry was feeding her chicken necks 
as she perched on his arm. He relates the 
incident:

“I moved my arm a bit and she clamped 
down. I  had done something wrong. She 
wasn’t swallowing her food as usual, and 
if she became possessive of the chicken 
neck she might crush my wrist. Every time 
I would move even the slightest she would 
clamp down harder. This went on for 20 
minutes. My arm was trembling. My hand 
was turning blue. Suddenly she swallowed 
the chicken neck and the pressure was off. 
For Harpie nothing had happened, but my 
arm was useless for days.

“It takes years to learn the little dos 
and don’ts of animal training. Different 
animals have different temperaments. 
Some you can train by reprimand. The 
lion and the tiger react somewhat like a

* An inch -» 2.54 centimeters.
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dog. You may even reprimand them with 
a hit. But you never hit a wolf or a bird 
of prey. They don’t respond to forceful 
teaching. And don’t try  to scare them.

“I’ve seen experienced trainers get 
fanged for trying to hit a wolf. A trainer 
might swing a club on a wolf, thinking, 
‘I did it to a lion yesterday and it worked.’ 
But try it on a wolf and he’ll get teeth 
into you. The wolf isn’t tuned to that kind 
of treatment. Nor can you reprimand a 
bird of prey by a flick on the beak. The 
only rapport you can have with a bird of 
prey is peacefulness. No sudden moves, no 
sharp words. It must feel secure with you. 
That’s the only method that will work, 
that and the fact that you’re feeding it.

“And don’t expect every wild creature 
to respond to human training. Most of 
my birds of prey I trapped myself out 
in the wilds. I ’d catch 10 or 12 hawks, 
bring them home and find out which ones 
would respond to training without damag­
ing them. Then I ’d let the rest of them go.”

Larry and Chris worked mostly with 
lions and tigers.
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“Lions are grumpy,” he explained. “They 
don’t want to be bothered, especially in 
the heat of the day. With a tiger you can 
wrestle all day long. But you start prank­
ing with a lion at high noon and you’ve 
got a fight on your hands.”

When they both worked at the natural 
park, Naji, a Bengal tiger, was their 
favorite.

“Naji was calm, cool and collected. He 
just liked to stroll around. He was really 
gentle. He would accept just about any 
routine because he knew he would not be 
forced. He roamed the island at will.”

“Tell how Naji would protect you,” Chris 
suggested.

“There was another tiger named Bag­
dad,” Larry said. “Bagdad was different 
—aggressive, playful, kind of sneaky. She 
would tiptoe around the island and hide 
behind things. When you’d walk by she 
would rush in from behind and attack. 
People would almost have a heart attack 
watching, but she was just like a house 
cat, overgrown by a few hundred pounds. 
All she would do was flatten you like a 
pancake, click her heels in the air and 
keep running. Now, if Naji was around he 
would race out and intercept Bagdad and 
they would have a brawl. Bagdad would 
run off and Naji would come up and stick 
by me.

“There was a Siberian tigress called 
Shantee that was cross-eyed. She would 
run at me, 10 feet off target all the way, 
then right at the end swerve in a big loop 
and be right on top of me. She was playful. 
Whatever I was in the mood for, Shantee 
would go for it.

“Another Siberian, a big male 10 feet 
long, four feet high and weighing over 600 
pounds, had a favorite sport. He liked to 
be ridden. It happened by accident. In the 
show arena one day he sat down. I walked 
up and was petting him and threw my leg 
around him. He bolted straight up and

there I was on his back. The audience 
burst into applause—they thought it was 
the act. He circled the arena a time or two, 
then shot down the tunnel like a rocket. 
After that I’d ride him in the park, any­
where, zooming past the people in a streak. 
Not many people get to ride a Siberian 
tiger.”

But this one got too big, maybe 800 
pounds and 15 feet long. Siberians are 
among the largest land predators and, 
with exceptions, are pretty temperamen­
tal, harder to get acquainted with. The 
Tituses hated to see him go, but manage­
ment finally shipped him off to China.

Affection Training
“Our shows were not in zoos or cir­

cuses,” Larry explained, “but in the nat­
ural setting of Tiger Island. We usually 
raised the animals from cubs. We let them 
romp and play, then built a show around 
their natural behavior. Whatever trait we 
discovered in an individual animal we re­
inforced it. That way the animal had about 
90 percent of the say-so. If he liked to 
roll over and play with sticks, he’d learn 
that every time he rolled over we fed him. 
If he liked to hold a certain position he 
would be rewarded for that. The system 
is called affection training.

“Affection training brings out the best 
in wild animal nature. The average circus 
act brings out the worst. You see lions 
and tigers in circus arenas snarling at the 
whips and chairs and guns. They are goad­
ed into this show of ferocity. The human 
performers want to make the animals ap­
pear dangerous and deadly to impress the 
audience.

“Backstage in circuses I ’ve seen trainers 
scream and jab at animals to psych them 
up. I’ve seen them underfed and starved 
so that they would put on a good show. 
If they did, maybe they would be fed.”

Now when the Tituses work with ani­
mals it is as independent speciality train-
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ers. The circumstances 
are more delightful.

“ F o r  i n s t a n c e , ”
Larry said, “I man­
aged the animals in a 
movie called ‘Silence.’
It called for a bear, a 
cub, a porcupine and 
two c o y o tes .  The  
script called for nat­
ural behavior. The an­
imals were to go from 
point A to B, or from 
C to D. I would lay out 
a trail of food for the 
different ones, then 
walk them on a leash 
through the trail a 
couple of times. By not 
feeding them the night 
before, they were eager 
to run the food routes just as the script di­
rected. In one case, the porcupine was to 
chase actor Will Geer out of the cabin and 
down the hill. All Geer had to do was get 
in front of the porcupine on the food trail 
and the chase was on.”

Chris sums up the present feelings and 
hopes of both her and her husband:

“You view the creatures of the wild in 
their natural habitat and it makes you 
sad to see them taken away and impris­
oned like human felons in the cages of 
zoos and circuses. Sharing what we did 
with the animals helped us a great deal 
in accepting the truth of God’s Word con­
cerning an earthly paradise under Christ’s 
kingdom.

“We were excited to learn of the prom­
ised condition of the animals, as mentioned 
in Isaiah 11:6-9, where it foretells the 
peacefulness of all kinds of animals mixed 
together, and a little child leading them. 
It made us want to learn more of what 
Jehovah had in store for mankind. Surely 
Jehovah understood our love for his won­

derful animal creations, to have made such 
a fantastic promise as that.

“Though it’s been some time since we’ve 
worked with the animals mentioned, we 
often go back and visit them. Some, like 
Naji, the Bengal tiger, remember us.

“We hope and pray that Jehovah might 
have a place for us in his new system 
having to do with the animals, since ani­
mals both wild and domestic may need 
mankind’s attention. We look forward so 
much to the new system, and we know 
that whatever we do in God’s righteous 
new order will satisfy our heart’s desire.

“We came to learn of the truths about 
the new order with the help of Larry’s 
identical twin brother Gary, who a year 
ago fell asleep in death. He too looked for­
ward to being able to ride on rhinos and 
fondle lions again, as he and Larry had 
done together before.

“So you see we have so much to look 
forward to. What a loving Creator to 
promise such happiness to all obedient 
mankind.”
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SO U N D  A M PLIFIED
-Good and Bad

Ancient Amplifier

How was it possible for Jesus and other Biblical speakers to address 
thousands of people out in open sites without the aid of amplifying devices?

A writer in "Biblical Archeologist" set out to learn the answer. One place 
he visited was on the Sea of Galilee near the ancient city of Capernaum, 
which he believed to correspond with the accounts in Matthew 13 and 
Mark 4. Mark's gospel (4:1) states that Jesus "again started teaching 
beside the sea. And a very great crowd gathered near him, so that he 
went aboard a boat and sat out on the sea, but all the crowd beside the 
sea were on the shore."

The account in "Biblical Archeologist" describes the possible teaching 
site as a "cove with the appearance of a natural amphitheater, sloping 
steadily upward from the shore to the modern road." At this location a 
technician used acoustical test equipment to determine the sound quality 
around the site.

He found that his instruments recorded "much more sound activity" when 
the sound originated out in the water where Jesus' boat would have been 
than when the sound came from the water's edge. "There is no denying 
that speech communication would have been quite good inside this bowl," 
said the technician. He estimated that 5,000 to 7,000 people assembled in 
the area could have heard clearly.

It is of interest that in recent times an instructor in public speaking 
illustrated this principle by speaking across a pond near Ithaca, New York, 
to his students seated on the other side.

The Din Business

According to a recent article in the Paris daily "Liberation," "Use of 
the mind will be called into question in the eighties— to think is to regress. 
All that remains is a body finding its fulfillment in dancing, automatically 
going through the same elegant or inelegant movements for six hours 
on end."

The French weekly "Le Point" reports: "In its heyday, rock'n roll was 
the expression of an instinctive revolt against the adult world, against the 
rigid moral code of a blocked society. Later, the punks, who make a point 
of being nihilists, thumbed their noses at anything foreign to them by 
means of systematic provocation. Disco has made the crowds indifferent 
— they follow like a flock of sheep, ask no questions and have no message 
to convey. They just dance, hypnotized by disco's standardized 125 beats 
per minute. . . .  As an American journalist put it: 'They should put up a 
statue of Narcissus, the presiding deity, in front of every disco.' . . .  In 
all of these new, depersonalized, ready-made disco supermarkets, the 
continuous, repetitious beat monotonously booms away like a war drum. 
But war against what? They say it's against boredom. However, in the 
long run, the ordeal of the monotonous music, more flashy than brilliant, 
full of twitches and tricks, makes you question the efficiency of the remedy."
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"The homosexual condition is rarely, if ever, a matter of choice/' This is 
an official pronouncement of the Roman Catholic Church in the British Isles.

Faced with such thinking, many despair. They feel that, being involved in 
the homosexual way of life, any transformation is out of the question.
But this is not so. In the eyes of the Christian, with God's help nothing 
is impossible. As the apostle Paul expressed it: “For all things I have 
the strength by virtue of him who imparts power to me."— Phil. 4:13.

Consider the personal experiences of a man in the British Isles who 
has contributed the following article, and then make your own assessment.

H O M O SEXU A LITY
-How  Rewarding

I HAVE always enjoyed the company of 
the opposite sex, and as a teen-ager I 

had my share of girl friends. Nevertheless, 
even in youth, I felt an attraction toward 
members of my own sex but rebelled 
against any thought of a homosexual way 
of life. It did not appeal to me, especially 
as I weighed up the consequences of what 
it could mean throughout a lifetime.

In the 1950’s the ‘Gay Liberation’ move­
ment was unknown. By the early ’60’s, 
however, a new spirit had started to devel­
op and not so many were against homo­
sexuality. It was more acceptable in a big 
city like London anyway. Even so, I still 
held back, rejecting the many opportuni­
ties offered me to engage in homosexuality.

Homosexual, but Not Hypocritical
I was idealistic, as so many young peo­

ple are. I had visions of a good world with 
morals and standards. Only when I started 
to make my way in the world did I come

a s a W ay of L ife?

face to face with its reality. I discovered 
that the world is corrupt, and that even 
people who call themselves straight and 
normal often act very immorally in many 
ways.

As my youthful ideals were obviously 
not going to work out, I remember think­
ing: "What's the use? What am I gaining 
by holding back? I may as well go ahead 
and live as a homosexual and make the 
best I can out of it.” With this decision, 
I embarked on a course of life that was to 
continue for many years.

Initially I felt some relief in being able 
to lay my cards on the table and say, "Well, 
okay, I'm gay, so that's that!” Even if 
some did view my way of life as immoral, 
I did not feel that I was any worse than 
others who engaged in different forms of 
corruption. In fact, in some ways I felt 
that I was better because at least I was 
not hypocritical, seeking to live behind 
some sort of facade. Once I had embarked
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on the homosexual way of life I did not 
care who knew it. There were plenty of 
opportunities to indulge in it and nobody 
objected.

Since casual sex and easily broken af­
fairs seemed to be the norm in “gay” cir­
cles, it became apparent to me in due 
course that I would be better off cultivat­
ing relationships with men who could bring 
me up the social scale. Many “gays” do 
this and, if they are reasonably attractive, 
are not short of propositions from influ­
ential and wealthy men. As a result, I was 
taken out and given a very good time by 
many male friends.

My Affluent Way of Life
Eventually I managed to get myself a 

very rich boyfriend. He bought me fine 
clothes and introduced me to high-society 
living where money was no object. He had 
a flat in an exclusive part of London and 
also one in the south of France. I was 
taken on extravagant vacations abroad and 
it was thrilling for me to rub shoulders 
with the rich and famous. Being young 
at the time, I found it all new and ex­
citing.

In London there are plenty of clubs 
where homosexuals can meet one another. 
In fact, it surprised me how many people 
in ‘higher circles’ I was able to get to 
know—bankers, lawyers and politicians 
among them. What an inducement all these 
experiences were for me to stay “gay”!

As far as religion was concerned, I never 
had taken it seriously. I was not an atheist 
by any means, reasoning that there must 
be some supreme power, but never giving 
the matter much thought. I found that it 
was a subject homosexuals rarely dis­
cussed.

During my years as a homosexual I had 
several immoral advances from priests and 
clergymen. So as far as religion was con­
cerned I had no reason to take it seriously.

The Christianity that I saw was no differ­
ent from the world in which I was living.

Life as a “Free-lance” Homosexual
But the glamour of a “gay” life does 

not last. Its very insistence on never-ending 
youth and charm has driven many to de­
spair and even suicide, as I well know. 
Having to live up to certain standards and 
always to present oneself as a charming 
attraction can have its drawbacks. In my 
case I knew that when the charm wore 
off, or my looks started to fade, I would 
be finished, thrown out, as so many others 
have been. So I opted for independence and 
decided to leave my wealthy boyfriend.

Having tasted such high living, it was 
not easy for me to settle down to an ordi­
nary way of life. I found it difficult to hold 
any kind of job and began to drift with 
a bad crowd. Eventually I became a homo­
sexual prostitute in order to support my­
self.

This meant a real risk of getting ve­
nereal disease, since it is well known that 
the incidence of VD among homosexuals 
is very high on account of promiscuity. My 
own doctor was a homosexual (I had cho­
sen him for that reason), and so I knew 
there would be no problems in getting 
treatment for these diseases. Even so, it 
was not a life-style that I would recom­
mend to anyone, as it brought with it many 
other dangers besides VD.

A Settled “Married” Life
It was at this unhappy time in my life 

that I met the man I lived with for the 
next 10 years. Right from the outset, my 
new partner and I got on really well. I 
was extremely fond of him and we began 
to set up home together much as a nor­
mal married couple might do. We viewed 
our relationship as something rather 
unique and special. Neither of us felt freak­
ish or strange about it.

As a couple of companions we were very
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happy. There was an intense, deep and 
loving relationship between us. In fact, 
we felt that the love we had was deeper 
than that of many heterosexual relation­
ships we observed. Though we had many 
opportunities to go with others and in­
ducements to do so, we always stuck to­
gether. Those 10 years he and I were to­
gether were among the happiest years of 
my life up to that time.

The Challenge of Truth
Then one day I obtained a Watch Tower 

publication. As soon as I started to read 
it, from the very first sentence, there was 
no doubt in my mind that it was the truth. 
As I read on, I could find no fault in what 
it had to say. It raised no questions for 
me. I had never studied the Bible, but 
this just had the ring of truth about it 
and I remember thinking: “This has got 
to be the truth!”

My eyes were opened to options that I 
never knew existed. As I came to learn 
of the Bible’s hope for mankind, it threw 
an entirely new light on everything. I 
had a lot of free time to think. Looking 
back, I suppose it was a spiritual longing 
I had, although I did not recognize it as 
such. I had always felt that there must 
be a better way to live, not only for myself 
but for the whole world. The opportunity 
to choose one that is truly purposeful and 
satisfying, with everlasting life as the goal, 
made good sense to me.

It did not take me long to recognize that 
I was at a crossroads in my life. As my 
appreciation of Bible truth deepened dur­
ing my studies, I knew I would have to 
change my way of life, but would I be 
able to face up to the challenge?

The Biggest Decision of My Life
I knew by this time all the Bible had 

to say about homosexuality. Although I 
had never before been confronted with its 
statements, I felt instinctively that what
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it said was right. My life was certainly not 
a natural one. But I needed the strongest 
motive for wanting to alter my way of life. 
It was my growing love for Jehovah God 
that made me want to change.

My first reaction was to get my com­
panion to learn God’s ways. I wanted him 
to make the change in his life pattern too. 
Members of the local congregation of Je­
hovah’s Witnesses often invited us out to 
meals and social gatherings. We were 
shown much understanding. My compan­
ion had every reason to see that he was 
not being left out of things. Indeed, he was 
being encouraged as much as I was. But 
sadly, he did not accept the truth as I had 
hoped.

We eventually divided up our flat, each 
having his own room. But soon, we had 
to acknowledge that a split between us 
was the only solution. How was I going 
to do it? I remember thinking: “Well, Je­
hovah will make it possible for me.” I had 
my trust in him.

The time came and we decided to part. 
It was like slicing off one whole side of 
my character, leaving it on the ground.

Consolidating My Faith
You have heard it said, as I have: “Once 

a homosexual always a homosexual.” But 
it was not that way with me. I quit, once 
and for all. Even so, I still have to work 
on changes in my life pattern. How reas­
suring it has been for me to bear in mind 
Jehovah’s all-embracing understanding of 
my problems! I have grown to realize that 
he alone knows individual circumstances 
and backgrounds and takes into consider­
ation damage caused by environment and 
in other ways as he lovingly gives guidance 
through his holy spirit.

There have been many times when I 
felt I would have to give in to the pres­
sures. Yet I knew that I had benefited in 
so many other ways from the truth. After
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all, sexual desire is not all there is to one’s 
life. There is so much more to living, and 
I found that, having the truth of God’s 
Word, other avenues opened up to me, 
helping me in my desire to see changes in 
myself. Yet, problems take time to resolve. 
Homosexuality is no exception.

When the apostle Paul wrote his letter 
to the Corinthians* he mentioned homo­
sexuality as a gross sin, but he did not 
particularly underline it as the only one, 
or as being worse than the others men­
tioned there. He listed it along with other 
serious human failings, and surely if we 
fail in any one of those it means coming 
into God’s disfavor. But I have found that, 
when we try  to conquer our weakness, Je­
hovah strengthens us. To expect to get any

* 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.

instantaneous cure would be wrong. But 
with Jehovah’s spirit helping in the exer­
cise of self-control, I have learned that 
it is possible to work on in the way of the 
truth and manifest Christian endurance. 
—Rom. 5:1-5.

It is humbling for me to know that Je­
hovah has been able to use me, and de­
spite my imperfections he continually 
strengthens me.

Many of my Christian brothers have 
been so very encouraging and kind. I 
am truly grateful for the loving oppor­
tunities and guidance Jehovah has given 
me through his Word, his spirit and his 
Christian congregation. It is my heartfelt 
desire to conform to the life-giving Chris­
tian personality and live to bring increased 
praise to his name.—Eph. 4:22-24.

The Modern “Liberation"of
H O M O SEXU A LS

UNTIL 1861 homosexuality was an of­
fense punishable by death in England. 

In fact, the possibility of imprisonment for 
homosexual acts was not lifted there until 
as recently as 1967. Many other Western 
countries have a similar history.

In recent years, however, laws and atti­
tudes have greatly changed. In California, 
by way of example, a candidate for San 
Francisco’s office of mayor promised to 
appoint homosexuals to city boards and

commissions in proportion to their share 
of the population, estimated at about 15 
percent. As a result, homosexuals gave her 
their support at the polls.

Men and women prominent in public life 
can now be homosexuals quite openly. 
Many clergymen are self-confessed “gays,” 
freely advocating such a way of life. Homo­
sexuality no longer is viewed by many as 
having the stigma it used to have. It has 
achieved a degree of “respectability.”
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Since the first world war, the authority 
of the priests and clergy of Christendom 
has been challenged. People are no longer 
willing to accept without question what 
the churches say. They have demanded 
greater freedom, especially as far as mo­
rality is concerned.

A prime target has been the churches’ 
traditional stand against homosexuality. 
The Bible’s statements on the matter are 
now often said to be irrelevant for this 
20th century. Under pressure, many reli­
gious authorities have capitulated, aban­
doned the Bible and openly welcomed this 
‘new morality.’

Typical of such an approach is that tak­
en by the primate of the Anglican Church 
of Canada. He commented: “We have not 
modified Scripture. We have made an at­
tempt to understand it at a deeper level.
. . . Homosexual orientation is not sinful, 
except in the sense that it may have been 
conditioned within a sinful world.”

H ow M uch “L ibera tion ”
Is it not time for any religious restric­

tions to be completely removed? For the 
social reproach to be eradicated? Many 
feel this way and seek to emancipate men 
and women from what they consider to 
be intrusions on their personal lives. In 
this atmosphere of change the ‘Gay Liber­
ation’ movements have been conceived and 
nurtured.

For many, however, this newly found 
freedom is short-lived. Its “blessings” are 
mixed and its promised happiness is an 
illusion.

Francis Cormier, a pastor of a small in­
dependent evangelical church in Montreal, 
Canada, summed up his lifetime as a homo­
sexual. Acting now as a homosexual coun­
selor, he admitted that “most homosexuals 
are not happy and well-adjusted as claimed 
by some, but are desperately unhappy per­
sons.” He added: “Many even commit 
suicide.”

Endorsing these findings A n  Introduc­
tion to  th e P astoral Care of H om osexual 
People, published by the Roman Catholic 
Church in the British Isles, has this to 
say: “Homosexuals commonly suffer from 
lack of self-esteem and a loneliness that 
heterosexuals find difficult, if not impos­
sible, to comprehend. In ordinary mixed 
society, homosexuals feel like strangers.” 
Again: “Many homophiles find the lone­
liness of their lives a burden.” Such malad­
justments are surely a far cry from the 
“liberation” so eagerly sought after.

Why a Homosexual?
Why, then, do people become homosex­

uals? What is behind the ever-increasing 
surge in their numbers? There is hardly 
an issue that has been more hotly contest­
ed in recent years.

The Roman Catholic report mentioned 
earlier comments: “Most young people ap­
pear to pass through a phase when tlje 
homosexual tendency is dominant; but the 
emotional growth can be halted at this 
stage.” Teen-age years are years of stress. 
Young boys and girls often find it difficult 
to relate to one another without embar­
rassment at that time of life. So we often 
see polarization—groups composed exclu­
sively of boys or of girls.

Most are able to make the necessary 
adjustments and achieve a balance in sex­
ual life. Sadly, however, there are many 
pitfalls. Commenting on some of these, the 
secretary of the Responsible Society in En­
gland said: “We are very worried about 
the strident proselytizing going out to teen­
agers from militant homosexual campaign­
ers. There is overwhelming evidence in 
the American Masters and Johnson survey 
that homosexuality is learned behaviour.”

High schools and universities are a nat­
ural ground for such development. The 
L ittle  Blue B ook  passed to Oxford, En­
gland, students has this to say: “Many 
gays ‘come out’ (i.e. start being open about
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being gay) when they are at college or 
university. Leaving home perhaps for the 
first time, is often an escape from certain 
pressure and expectations. Furthermore 
students tend to be more tolerant and open- 
minded towards homosexuals, at least on 
a superficial level.”

Scotland’s Glasgow University’s free 
guide to ‘gay sex,’ entitled “Gay Scene,” of­
fers the following advice: “If you find that 
you are sexually attracted to people of the 
same sex as yourself, the best thing to 
do is to accept it.” One incensed parent is 
reported as saying: “There are many 
young students who could be corrupted by 
this sort of material.” In other words— 
homosexuality can be prevented, just as 
it can be learned.

Facing Facts
There is one additional aspect of homo­

sexuality that is often pushed into the 
background. It concerns the incidence of 
venereal diseases among homosexuals. How 
serious is this problem?

VD clinics in England get an unexpect­
edly high rate of homosexuals. Said one 
health visitor: “I think tha t’s because they 
are more promiscuous, making more ca­
sual encounters than other people.” Bear­
ing out this fact as a worldwide problem, 
in New York city 55 percent of the cases 
of infectious syphilis in 1977 occurred 
among homosexual males. Free-lance med-
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ical writer Terry Alan Sandholzer report­
ed: “Syphilis in gay men has been esti­
mated to account for as high as 50 percent 
of reported cases in large cities and about 
a third of the cases nationally.” Surely 
that is a high price to pay for sexual 
“liberation.”

As homosexuality has come out into the 
open, so there has been a concerted effort 
to impart a new image to the practice. 
The word “homosexual,” with its accent 
on “sex,” has been viewed disapprovingly. 
Into prominence instead is the term “gay.” 
The Concise Oxford Dictionary notes that 
this word, used in this sense, is a euphe­
mism, a mild word substituted for a harsh 
or direct one. The same can be said of 
“homophilia” and “homophile,” as some­
times used.

If one were going to enter the homo­
sexual world, then it would be wise to face 
the facts about VD in that world.

Pre-Christian Scriptures
Can the Bible help us at all? Does it 

relate to modem living and the changing 
views of morality? Since many still have 
respect for its authority, let us consider 
what it has to say.

The law of Moses is unambiguous. Twice 
in the book of Leviticus the prohibition 
against homosexuality (and in the same 
context, incest and bestiality) is clearly 
stated. The New English Bible’s rendering 
of Leviticus 18:22 is: “You shall not lie 
with a man as with a woman: that is an 
abomination.” In its paraphrase of this 
same verse, The Living Bible puts it: 
“Homosexuality is absolutely forbidden, 
for it is an enormous sin.”

What was the sanction then imposed for 
this offense? Again, The Living Bible’s 
paraphrase reads: “The penalty for homo­
sexual acts is death to both parties. They 
have brought it upon themselves.” (Levit­
icus 20:13) Elaborating upon the word 
“abomination” often used in a literal trans-
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lation of this verse, The Amplified Bible 
gives as alternatives “—perverse, unnat­
ural, abhorrent and detestable.”

From these two references it is apparent 
that homosexuality was fully understood 
and practiced close to 4,000 years ago. Also 
that Jehovah God took a firm stand against 
it as far as true worship is concerned. It 
never was a way of life approved by God.

Testimony of the Christian
Greek Scriptures

What stand did the early Christian con­
gregation take in this important matter? 
The apostle Paul was honest and forth­
right in speaking about homosexuality. 
This is what he said, as recorded at 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11, according to the 
New International Version: “Do you not 
know that the wicked will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
Neither the sexually immoral nor idola­
ters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes 
[Greek: malakos] nor homosexual offend­
ers [Greek: arsenokoites] nor thieves nor 
the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers 
nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 
God. And that is what some of you were.”

Malakos is drawn from the root word 
“soft.” Metaphorically it means “effemi­
nate,” and ‘in this bad sense’ it refers to 
a practice of forms of sexual lewdness, as 
W. E. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of 
New Testament Words points out. Inter­
estingly, malakia is modern Greek for 
“masturbation.”

Arsenokoites is used again by Paul in 
writing to Timothy at 1 Timothy 1:10. 
Translations naturally vary in their ren­
derings—“homosexuals” ( Bible),
“sodomites” ( A New Translation of the 
Bible by James Moffatt) and “perverts” 
( The New English Bible) by way of ex­
ample. There is no doubt that the early 
Christians took such deviations of homo­
sexuality and lesbianism very seriously. A 
concluding reference to Paul’s writings,

this time to the Christians in Rome, ex­
plains why.

“ Because of this, God gave them over to 
shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged 
natural relations for unnatural ones. In the 
same way the men also abandoned natural 
relations with women and were inflamed 
with lust for one another. Men committed 
indecent acts with other men, and received 
in themselves the due penalty for their per­
version."— Rom. 1:26, 27, “ New Inter­
national Version."

The much-disputed Church of England 
report Homosexual Relationships com­
ments about this as follows: “What Paul 
means by ‘unnatural’ is ‘unnatural’ to man­
kind in God’s creation pattern. All homo­
sexual behaviour is a divergence from 
God’s creation scheme and, in the words 
of one writer, ‘when set in the context of 
creation, all homosexual relations are un­
natural relations’.”

The report concludes: “What evidence 
there is seems clearly to show condemna­
tion of homosexual behaviour. For many, 
this will settle the matter. They will hold 
that the Bible so plainly indicates the di­
vine disapproval of such behaviour that it 
must be wrong in all circumstances, and 
especially so for Christians, who recognize 
the Bible as an inspired collection of writ­
ings which gives authoritative guidance 
for the conduct of human life.”

The Holy Scriptures are quite clear. Al­
though many seek to justify the homo­
sexual way of life, the Scriptural facts 
speak for themselves. Is it not logical that 
the Creator of man knows what is best 
for him? Should we not look to the Source 
of life to learn how to live lives pleasing 
to him?

Over the years, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
have been privileged to help a considerable 
number of homosexuals to embrace a hap­
pier way of life, conducting themselves in 
a way that God approves. This help can 
be yours too.
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It Doesn't Just Happen
"Extraordinary Lesson in Modesty"

A director of a research department at the Pasteur Institute relates belief 
in God to modesty, saying: "In the early days of molecular biology we 
thought that it would be relatively simple to find out why the cells of an 
organism differentiated themselves during their evolution; why one would 
become a neuron, another a cell, etc. Twenty-five years later we still do 
not know, and we really see no way of knowing. Almost inevitably we are 
drawn to reiterating Hamlet's words: 'There are more things in heaven and 
earth. . . . ' Yes, it is more complicated, more complex than anything yet 
conceived. And this is where the extraordinary lesson in modesty comes 
in. . . .  If I personally estimate that something that we may call God is 
at the origin of reality, it is because I consider that there must inevitably 
be an intelligence holding sway over everything. As the famous Hungarian 
scientist Szent-Gyorgyi (Nobel prizewinner) says: 'All the same, there 
must be something driving it all.1 In my opinion 'driving' is just the right 
term. I do not know who could be doing this 'driving.' However, in a nut­
shell, it is an Intelligence, whatever form it may assume."— "Dieu existe? 
Oui" (Does God exist? Yes), 1979, Stock Editions.

Superiority of a Tree

Modern architecture, for all its advancement, has never been able to 
rival the construction of a tree. What drawing board could design a struc­
ture suspended from a central mast that is not only functional in providing 
shelter but also able to humidify and freshen the atmosphere? Unlike man­
made structures that tend to trap the air and solar heat, a tree permits a 
free flow of air in all directions and yet serves as a bulwark against strong 
winds. Like a large fountain in suspended animation, it will draw up as 
much as 1,000 L (265 gallons) of water a day and evaporate it through 
its leaves into the atmosphere. This is, in effect, a natural air conditioner 
and when a slight breeze is blowing the immediate environment is cooled 
considerably. Overhead the cascades of overlapping tiers not only filter out 
much of the solar heat but permit sufficient light to penetrate the canopy 
beneath. A premium quality is found in a tree's ability to absorb sound and 
so diminish noise pollution. It is calculated that each 30-m (100-foot) 
width of trees can absorb about six to eight decibels of sound intensity. 
In effect, everything about a tree is good, and whereas man may do excel­
lently with mortar and brick, only God can make a tree.

Design Intricacies

Like other things, the price of skeletons has gone up, and medical 
schools must now pay more for them. "The price of skeletons is getting out 
of this world," recently said Dr. Harry Monsen, a professor of anatomy at 
Illinois College of Medicine. To reduce costs he ordered a plastic skeleton. 
How does the plastic skeleton compare with the real thing? Dr. Monsen 
observed: "The arms, legs, hands, ribs, hips and spine are well duplicated. 
But a plastic skull is not too good for study. They just can't reproduce the 
intricacies of the human skull very well. Nothing is better than real bones, 
no matter what they cost."
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They Appreciated Our Hospitality
A report on a five-alarm fire, as submitted 
by an overseer of the Bethel Home of the 
Watchtower Society in Brooklyn, New York

IT HAD been very interesting for us in 
recent months to watch a gradual trans­

formation taking place. One of our neigh­
bors had been doing a great deal of re­
modeling right across the street from our 
home. It involved the Hotel Margaret, 
which was located on our street.

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society 
has had its living quarters, or Bethel home, 
here in Brooklyn Heights ever since 1909. 
In those days the Hotel Margaret had al­
ready been operating for some 20 years 
as a first-class luxury hotel. Lately, though, 
it had been unoccupied as it had been 
undergoing a reported $7,000,000 renova­
tion project that was nearly completed. 

Many of us living here at Bethel were

awakened on the morning of February 1, 
1980, a little before 4:00 a.m. by the sound 
of fire engines. We were amazed to look out 
of our windows and see a blaze raging in 
the upper floors of the 12-story Margaret.

One of our buildings, a t 107 Columbia 
Heights, is directly across the street from 
this hotel. Due to the intense heat and, 
especially since there were strong winds 
blowing in the direction of our building, 
it was felt wise to evacuate it.

Although there are around 500 mem­
bers of our Bethel family who live in this 
building, it was emptied in a matter of 
minutes. Most left the building in their 
nightclothes, some even were barefoot with 
the temperature at 13° F (-11° C). Many
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went to the main lobby of our Bethel home 
to await developments. Others were invit­
ed to the rooms of their friends elsewhere 
in the complex. Firemen soon came asking 
us to evacuate the “107” building, but were 
surprised to find that it had already been 
done.

The firemen were faced with an enor­
mous task. You see, the interior structure 
was entirely wood with a brick exterior. As 
the fire spread, the wooden floors and sup­
porting beams would collapse onto the 
floors below so that it was impossible to 
fight the fire from within the building. We 
marveled at the teamwork and efficiency 
displayed by the 150 firemen as they went 
about their duties. At the height of the 
fire, one of the upper walls fell into the 
street damaging two fire trucks and sev­
eral cars parked below.

Many in the neighborhood kindly opened 
their homes to families who were displaced.

As the fire burned down from floor to 
floor, concern was expressed that the ex­
terior brick walls might collapse. Building 
engineers and city officials were called in 
for consultation.

By Friday afternoon the decision was 
made to close down the nearby Brooklyn- 
Queens Expressway temporarily because 
of existing danger to passing cars. A crane 
was called in to take part of the wall down. 
Until this was accomplished on Monday, 
none from our family were able to return 
to their rooms in the “107” building. So, 
most of these 500 Bethel family members 
made arrangements to stay for the week­
end with their friends elsewhere in the 
headquarters complex.

The active stage of the fire lasted around 
three days, and it continued to smolder 
for several days more. During this time 
the many policemen, firemen, city officials 
and demolition workers used the Bethel 
lobby as a center for their activity. This 
provided an opportunity for us to get to 
know these men and their work firsthand.

Warm D isplay o f H osp ita lity
The firemen were very impressed by the 

hospitality that was shown them by those 
in the neighborhood. For example, the 
hundreds of men that were in and out of 
the Bethel lobby were supplied continuous­
ly with hot coffee, sandwiches and other 
items. On several mornings they were 
served a full-course breakfast.

One fireman said, “In all my 15 years 
on the force, I was never shown such hos­
pitality as this.” Another said, “Who is in 
charge here so we can write him a letter 
thanking him for the hospitality that was 
shown to us?”

Many of these men had never really had 
an opportunity to get to know Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. They remarked about such 
things as the friendliness and willing spirit 
shown and the cleanness of the facilities. 
There were also opportunities for many 
Bible discussions.

One policeman said: “I have been work­
ing in this area for seven years and I can­
not recall ever having a problem with the 
people living here. If everyone in the area 
were like them, we would not have to be 
here.” They enjoyed our hospitality, and 
we certainly appreciated their efficient and 
fearless performance of a dangerous job.

In the weeks following the fire, letters 
were received from several companies who 
had fought the blaze. Facsimiles of three 
of these letters appear on opposite page.

It was indeed sad that this recently re­
modeled historical landmark was destroyed. 
However, we are thankful that due to the 
skillful efforts of the firemen and other 
officials no one was killed or critically in­
jured.

Many of us reflected on the temporary 
nature of material things as we saw first­
hand how quickly they can go up in smoke. 
And we were very happy to be able to share 
our ‘living hope’ of God’s incoming new 
system with those with whom we were 
brought into contact on this occasion.
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For the Health of Mind and Body
Benefit of “TLC"

Can TLC (tender loving care) reduce the risk of heart disease even 
though large amounts of cholesterol are consumed? It apparently can— at 
least in rabbits. Researchers at Ohio State University reported on experi­
ments with two sets of rabbits who were given identical diets. One set got 
"tender loving care/' and the other group got ordinary care. As for the 
TLC rabbits, a researcher said: "I'd visit them four or five times a day just 
to say hello and cuddle. They were happy." The result? Said Dr. Fred 
Cornhill, assistant professor of surgery at the university's College of Medi­
cine: "We saw twice as much atherosclerosis [cholesterol buildup]— in 
one case three times as much— in the aortas of the animals given ordinary 
care as we saw in the TLC rabbits." The experiment seems to agree with 
other studies showing that stress may contribute to heart disease, and the 
rabbits receiving tender care evidently felt less stress.

Beware of Excess X Rays

The routine use of X rays by doctors to protect themselves against possible 
malpractice suits has been growing rapidly. Government authorities say 
that as many as a third of such X rays are useless, and medical authorities 
say that such overuse can be harmful. Exposure to X rays is cumulative, 
so that a person safely can receive only a certain total radiation dose in 
his lifetime (50 rems).

"Canadian Consumer" magazine recommends: "A pregnant woman 
should never have her abdomen X-rayed, unless a doctor counsels the 
contrary. . . . You should refuse to allow a routine dental X-ray examination 
every six months, especially of a child. Ask if the machine has a focusing 
adaptor, which restricts the beam size, and insist on wearing a lead apron. 
Record all X rays you or your children receive, along with the name of 
the prescribing doctor, the date, and the place of the examination. The 
consumer must take the responsibility of avoiding unnecessary X rays."

More to Life

What is your purpose in living? Many aim at the acquiring of material 
goods or things that will make their life comfortable. But is that truly 
satisfying? Dr. Hans Selye, world-famous authority on the effect of stress 
on the body and mind, observed in "World Health":

"Man certainly does not get the feeling of happiness, of having com­
pleted his mission on earth, just by staying alive very long. On the con­
trary, a long life without the feeling of fulfillment is very tedious. And yet, 
when (and if) they analyse their lives, most people get the feeling of mere­
ly muddling through, of drifting aimlessly, from one day to another. Just 
staying alive, no matter how comfortably and securely, is no adequate 
outlet for man's vital adaptation energy. Comfort and security make it 
easier for us to enjoy the great things in life, but they are not, in them­
selves, great and enjoyable aims."

The Bible makes it plain that having a relationship with the Creator 
and living in accord with his will are vital to a truly happy life.
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Flirting w ith Dem onism
<$> Witchcraft studies in some 
primary schools have had 
children inventing spells, po­
tions and incantations, reports 
the New Zealand Herald. The 
newspaper told of witchcraft- 
based teachings closely re­
sembling occult practices that 
have had a revival in Western 
society. In one class children 
were urged: ‘Try using your 
witch’s hands. Stroke your 
black cat, pick up a toad and 
chew it, point it at the moon, 
rub hands when a spell has 
been worked, cast a spell.’ In 
another lesson, several classes 
of young children were de­
scribed as casting spells and 
believing that the school was 
full of magic and witches. The 
close similarity to the real 
thing could encourage unsus­
pecting youngsters to become 
involved with demonistic prac­
tices.

A d d in g  to  Their W oes
<$> The world’s poorest coun­
tries are having their health 
and social problems aggra­
vated by rising tobacco con­
sumption. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) stated: 
“Failing immediate action, 
smoking diseases will appear 
in developing countries before 
communicable diseases and 
malnutrition have been con­
trolled.” Since in these lands 
they ordinarily do not have to
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print health warnings that 
might curb sales, cigarette 
producers are focusing on 
poorer nations. Cigarettes sold 
there are said to contain twice 
as much cancer-causing tar as 
identical brands sold else­
where. A WHO committee on 
smoking declared: “The inter­
national tobacco industry’s ir­
responsible behavior directly 
causes a substantial number 
of unnecessary deaths.” A 
WHO meeting in Stockholm 
was told: “The invitation to 
‘Come to where the flavor is’ 
is a ticket to the cancer ward.”

Honor System  F ails  
<$> A group of Arizona-based 
companies sold snacks to office 
workers in five states, basing 
their sales on an honor system 
as an alternative to vending 
machines. Boxes of candy, 
chewing gum and other snacks 
were placed in offices, and the 
idea was that customers would 
serve themselves and leave 
the required money. But the 
secretary-treasurer of the com­
panies said that the system 
failed in every respect. Too 
many customers took the 
snacks but did not leave the 
money, forcing the companies 
into bankruptcy.

M edical “M uggers”
Mr. Justice Horace Krever 

of the Supreme Court of On­
tario declared that doctors

have no more right than mug­
gers to touch anyone’s body 
without the person’s consent. 
He told a symposium of stu­
dents that, while doctors have 
heard about the concept of in­
formed consent, many do not 
understand it. He added: “Ex­
cept in the case of a patient 
incompetent to give instruc­
tions, it is no justification that 
the interference—the treat­
ment or procedure—was in the 
best interests of the patient. 
Paternalism and good inten­
tions alone have no place 
where the integrity of the per­
son is interfered with.” He 
called consent “probably the 
single most important current 
legal issue in health law.”

N atural C ontraception?
<$> Anthropologists long have 
wondered how certain African 
nomads were able to space the 
birth of children three or four 
years apart without modern 
contraception. Based on their 
research, two Harvard scien­
tists suggest an answer. They 
observed that the mothers 
breast-fed their infants fre­
quently, although for brief 
periods, over the course of sev­
eral years. The scientists be­
lieve that this kind of nursing 
provokes the rapid production 
of hormones that suppress the 
activity of the ovaries. This 
prevents ovulation, thus pre­
venting pregnancy.

E ach a P otentia l Genius?
<$> Venezuelan lawyer and so­
ciologist Luis Alberto Machado 
claims that every normal child 
is born with the potential to be 
a genius. He said: “I don’t be­
lieve in super-gifted children. 
Every human being, from the 
day he is born, is potentially 
a genius. We all have the same 
capacity for developing our in­
telligence.” As the world’s 
only government-appointed in­
telligence minister, he feels 
that proper early education is 
crucial. In one experiment 35 
Indian children from the Am­
azon jungle learned to play
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the violin in just 10 weeks un­
der the guidance of a Japanese 
master violinist brought to Ca­
racas. His method placed em­
phasis on getting the children 
to handle their musical in­
struments before learning mu­
sic theory. Later the children 
performed with the National 
Youth Orchestra, playing dif­
ficult pieces from Beethoven 
and Haydn. Machado declared: 
“I believe educational systems 
worldwide are criminal. In­
stead of making man more 
creative, they make him less 
creative. It is necessary to 
make radical changes in 
them.”

Hard Times Take Toll
<$> Medical researchers say 
that there is a dramatic in­
crease of illnesses during times 
of economic hardship, such as 
inflation and unemployment. 
Dr. M. Harvey Brenner of 
Johns Hopkins University says 
that there is strong evidence 
indicating that just a one per­
cent rise in unemployment 
over a period of six years 
leads to about 37,000 more 
deaths than usual. He noted: 
“We have found that after 
two or three years of econom­
ic depression, for instance, the 
death rates from many chronic 
diseases go up.” Illnesses that 
increase include heart disease, 
mental illness, alcoholism and, 
he says, perhaps even some 
forms of cancer. One reason 
is that a person who constant­
ly worries about how he is 
going to find a job or feed his 
family adds great stress to his 
mind, body and emotions. Also, 
less money often means that 
needed medical treatment is 
postponed.

Fallacy of Sport
<$> Addressing a meeting in 
London, the Duke of Edin­
burgh, Prince Philip, observed: 
“One very popular fallacy is 
that international sport in­
evitably creates good will and 
that everyone is more inter­
ested in taking part than win­
ning. Don’t you believe it. . . .
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many countries see success as 
a means of gaining interna­
tional prestige, or as an ad­
vertisement for political theory 
or ideology, that competition is 
simply a means to a political 
end. They are not always that 
scrupulous about the means, 
either.”

Inaccurate Lab Tests
<§> Dr. Joseph Boutwell, deputy 
director of the national Center 
for Disease Control in the 
United States, says that about 
one out of seven medical lab­
oratory tests will be inaccu­
rate. He stated: “By my cal­
culations, there are perhaps 
14 percent of tests made in this 
country that are unreliable. 
Until it gets down to close to 
1 percent, we won’t be satis­
fied.” The 14 percent is a 50- 
percent improvement over a 
decade ago when about one 
in four tests was faulty. Why 
the inaccuracy? Boutwell cited 
“incompetence of lab person­
nel, bad management, sloppy 
supervision, no quality control 
and bad reagents (substances 
used to detect or measure oth­
er substances).”

Farmland Shrinking
<%> A United Nations agency 
says that the United States has 
been losing farmland to homes, 
roads and industrial developers 
at the rate of three million 
acres (1,214,000 ha) a year. In 
the past 10 years, about 29 mil­
lion acres (11,736,000 ha) were 
taken for such nonagricultural 
uses. Of this, one million acres 
(404,700 ha) were prime farm­
land able to produce the most 
food with the least amount of 
labor, fuel and fertilizer. A 
U.N. spokesman said that the 
one million acres of rich farm­
land would make a half-mile­
wide (.8 km) strip of land 
reaching from New York to 
California.

Chimney-Sweep Comeback 
<f> In England, during the time 
of author Charles Dickens, 
chimney sweeps were a com­
mon sight. But as the use of

wood and coal for heating and 
cooking declined, so did the 
number of men who cleaned 
out the chimneys. Now, in the 
state of Maine, their number 
has increased due to a dra­
matic growth of wood burning 
in homes—about 50 percent 
more this past winter than the 
previous year. The importance 
of their work is emphasized by 
fire-department officials who 
say that many house fires are 
caused by dirty chimneys.

Disagreeing Church Members
<$> R esearch  done in the  
United States has disclosed 
that most Roman Catholics do 
not agree with Church teach­
ing on sex. Now a study in 
England has revealed the 
same. A survey conducted by 
scholars from the University 
of Surrey disclosed that only 
13 percent of English Cath­
olics accept Church teaching 
on birth control. Only 35 per­
cent accept the Church teach­
ing on divorce, and more than 
50 percent do not believe 
that premarital sex is always 
wrong. Research done in Ire­
land and Canada came up with 
similar findings.

Commenting on the disclo­
sures, Catholic priest Andrew 
Greeley wrote in his news­
paper column: “These people 
are not saying that they will 
commit sins despite what the 
church teaches. They are say­
ing, rather, that what the 
church says is sinful is not, in 
fact, sinful.”

Killer Dope
<$> Julio Martinez, director of 
the New York State Division 
of Substance Abuse, said that 
a flood of unusually strong 
heroin from Afghanistan, Iran 
and Pakistan caused an as­
tounding 77-percent rise in 
overdose deaths last year. 
He stated: “There is high-
powered heroin on the streets 
and addicts are dropping like 
flies.” He also said that the 
flood of dope has caused a 42- 
percent increase in the state­
wide addict population.
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Steel Gap Widening
<$> The Wall Street Journal re­
ports that the gap in steel pro­
duction between the Soviet 
Union and the United States 
will widen in the 1980’s. At 
present the USSR produces 25 
percent more steel than the 
United States, and this is ex­
pected to increase to 50 per­
cent more in the years ahead.

Higher Traffic Toll
<$> Traffic deaths in the United 
States during 1979 rose above 
50,000 for the second year in 
a row. They had declined be­
low that number in the four 
years following the gasoline 
shortage of 1973. Why the new 
increase? Highway officials 
say that more older vehicles 
are on the road, and that 
“more and more motorists are 
ignoring the 55-mile-an-hour 
speed limit.” Another factor 
blamed was the increasing

number of smaller cars in use. 
A highway safety specialist 
stated: “When a big car and 
a small car are in a crash, any 
fatalities are invariably in the 
smaller car.”

Ex-Auto Racer Goes Berserk
<$> A former auto racer was 
recently committed to a men­
tal hospital in Florida after 
he attempted to murder his 
mother. Explained a state of­
ficial: “He walked up to her 
and said, ‘Mother, I hate to do 
this to you,’ and she said, 
‘What do you mean?’ And he 
grabbed her by the throat and 
started choking her, very near­
ly killing her.” The woman’s 
grandson, observing the at­
tack, stopped him by hitting 
him on the head with a jar. 
The former race-car driver 
was said to have suffered 
head injuries many times in 
auto accidents.

Canned Water
<$> The Waterworks Bureau of 
Yokohama, Japan, has suc­
cessfully conducted tests to 
produce canned water that 
will remain drinkable for a 
long period of time. Hospitals, 
public health centers and other 
public institutions in the Yoko­
hama area will be supplied 
with 340,000 cans of the water 
to cope with any water short­
age that may arise in case of 
an earthquake or other disas­
ter. The cans are soft-drink 
size, and the price is about 34 
yen (14 cents, U.S.) a can.

More Television Viewing
<$> According to the Television 
Bureau of Advertising, TV 
viewing in the average Amer­
ican household has now 
reached seven hours and 22 
minutes daily. This is two min­
utes more than the previous 
year.
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