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IMAGINE yourself in the position of the 
man in Italy on his way home from 

work. Carelessly he left his keys in the 
car as he hopped out to pick up an item 
in a neighborhood store. He was gone 
only a few minutes, but when he returned 
—you guessed it, no car!

After a restless night, how pleasantly 
surprised he was the next morning to find 
his car parked in its usual place in front 
of his apartment house. A note stuck un­
der the windshield wiper explained: “Sor­
ry to have inconvenienced you. It was an 
emergency. Accept my thanks and have 
an enjoyable evening at my expense.” Two 
theater tickets for that evening’s perfor­
mance—the best seats in the house—were 
attached. His faith in mankind had been 
restored.

At the end of a most delightful evening 
at the theater, he returned home with 
his wife, fumbled around momentarily in 
search of his house key, opened the door 
and walked into—an empty apartment! 
Stripped of everything! His renewed con­
fidence in mankind had been short-lived.

Though unique, this true story is only 
one of many that could be told to dem­
onstrate the brazenness with which 

crimes often are committed. Of course, 
this crime was relatively mild in compari­
son to others, crimes so marked by bru­
tality and sadism that you may have shak­
en your head in utter disbelief. Small 
wonder that many persons have lost con­
fidence in humankind and live in fear.

All of us have been victims of crime. 
Organized crime picks every pocket. Chi­
cago officials estimate that, because of out­
right extortion by the Mafia or because 
of extra theft insurance and additional se­
curity forces necessary to combat its op­
erations, the average United States citizen 
pays an additional two cents on every dol­
lar he spends.

Employee dishonesty and shoplifting 
force businesses to hike prices to regain 
losses. You are paying for the dishonesty 
of others. Employee dishonesty in the Fed­
eral Republic of Germany, for example, 
costs taxpayers one billion marks (over 
$500,000,000, U.S.) annually. Crime is tru­
ly expensive, if not for the criminal, at 
least for the victim, for the victim always 
has to pay.
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Disturbing New Trends
Crime has been around for a long time. 

But recently it has taken on new dimen­
sions. A steadily mounting wave of crime 
and violence, not limited to any one coun­
try  or locality, has caused law-enforcement 
agencies and laymen alike to take a more 
serious look at crime and what can be 
done to combat it successfully.

More and more “senseless crimes” are 
being committed, crimes with no real mo­
tive. They may involve simply smearing 
graffiti on public property or ripping out 
the pages of public phone books.

But all too often they take a more se­
rious form, one marked by uncalled-for 
brutality. For example, two 17-year-old 
boys recently attacked a 33-year-old man 
on the outskirts of a German city and took 
turns stabbing him; police afterward re­
ported finding over 80 stab wounds! When 
asked, “Why?” the two young men an­
swered: “We just had the urge to do some­
one in.” In another instance a group of 
slightly older youths attacked a notary 
public in Cherbourg, France, and beat him 
so mercilessly that he lost consciousness 
and died three days later. Their motive? 
“Just for the fun of it.”

Another disturbing trend is the increase 
in female offenders. The terrorist scene 
in Germany, for example, is unique in that 
a large proportion of its known members 
are women. As of February 1979,12 of the 
16 persons on the polices’ most-wanted list 
of suspected terrorists were women.

But perhaps what worries judicial and 
legislative leaders most of all is the sharp 
increase in crimes committed by young 
people. Time magazine, speaking about the 
situation in the United States, said: “Peo­
ple have always accused kids of getting 
away with murder. Now that is all too 
literally true. Across the U.S., a pattern 
of crime has emerged that is both per­
plexing and appalling. Many youngsters

appear to be robbing and raping, maiming 
and murdering as casually as they go to 
a movie or join a pickup baseball game.”

This trend among young people predicts 
no good for the future. The Hamburger 
Abendblatt, commenting on the German 
situation, said: “According to the latest

“People have always accused kids 
of getting aw ay with murder. 

Now that is all too literally true."

crime statistics, the number of 14- to 18- 
year-old suspects arrested since 1975 has 
risen by 25.1%. In the children-under-14 
category, the increase has been 30.8% . . . 
an end to this trend is not in sight. We 
must reckon with a further increase in 
the number of delinquent teenagers and 
children.”

No question about it. Crime is a prob­
lem and one we would do well to take seri­
ously. The French government considered 
it serious enough to warrant the appoint­
ment of an 11-man commission to inves­
tigate the matter. For 16 months these 
men deliberated before submitting a 700- 
page report with 103 recommendations for 
alleviating the problem.

The United Nations organization con­
sidered the problem serious enough to jus­
tify the establishment of a 15-member 
Committee on Crime Prevention and Con­
trol that sponsors a world congress every 
five years to ponder methods of coping 
successfully with crime on a global scale. 
The general theme of the 1975 meeting: 
“Crime prevention and control—the chal­
lenge of the last quarter of the century.” 
A sixth congress is scheduled for Sydney, 
Australia, in 1980.

What does today’s steady increase of 
crime and violence mean? Is it going to 
grow until there is no hope of recovery? 
Or is the problem being exaggerated? Is 
it really all that bad? What do you think?
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SOME people are born optimists. Re­
gardless of how bad things seem to be, 

they always manage to venture a smile 
and contend that it could be worse. Much 
can be said in defense of optimism, but it 
should never be allowed to becloud our 
vision and prevent us from viewing things 
realistically. Ignoring problems will never 
solve them. Refusing to recognize a prob­
lem increases the possibility of our be­
coming its victims.

Now, as regards crime and violence, is 
it really all that bad?

People who say “No” will be quick to 
point out that crime and violence are not 
new. Why, the oldest history book in ex­
istence, the Bible, tells us that mankind’s 
very first family experienced violence of 
the worst kind. It says: “Cain proceeded 
to assault Abel his brother and kill him.” 
Also, in describing the condition that ex­
isted over 4,000 years ago in Noah’s day, 
does it not say that “the earth became 
filled with violence”?—Gen. 4:8; 6:11.

"Crime is even worse than the 
statistics reveal"

Granted, crime is not new. Nonetheless, 
statistics prove that at present it is getting 
worse. Statistics? Someone may remind us 
that Oscar Wilde, famous Irish dramatist 
of the latter part of the 19th century, once 
said: “There are three kinds of lies: or­
dinary lies, white lies, and statistics.” His 
point was that relying too heavily on sta­

tistics can be misleading. They can be 
interpreted in several, sometimes even con­
tradictory, ways. Still, their frequent mis­
use would not justify one’s rejecting them 
totally.

For our own benefit let us briefly dis­
cuss some of the arguments raised by 
persons who claim that “it is not really 
all that bad.” Then we can decide for 
ourselves.

"Population Growth Accounts for 
Crime Increase"

Few persons would question that we 
have witnessed a population explosion dur­
ing the last few decades. Whereas it took 
4,200 years from the flood in Noah’s day 
(until 1830) for world population to reach 
one billion persons, it took only 100 more 
years to reach the second billion in 1930. 
The third billion was reached in another 
30 years (1960) and the fourth in another 
15 years (1975). Now, with over four bil­
lion persons on earth, it is estimated that 
by 1985 there will be almost five billion, 
and well over six billion by the end of the 
century.

Certainly population growth is a con­
tributing factor to the increase of crime, 
but it is not its basic or sole cause. If it 
were, then any increase or decrease in 
population would logically mean a like in­
crease or decrease in the number of crimes. 
This, however, is not always the case.

Consider the Federal Republic of Ger-
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many. As one of the few countries in the 
world recently showing a decrease in pop­
ulation—between 1975 and 1977 its popu­
lation dropped by over 600,000 persons 
—there should have been, to use this ar­
gument, a proportionate decrease in crime. 
However, government sources say that 
there were 2,919,390 crimes reported in 
1975 and 3,287,642 in 1977, an increase of 
almost 8 percent. This shows that crime 
is increasing even in places where the 
population is decreasing.

And far from having any grounds for 
complacency, those who say that increased 
crime is only a normal outgrowth of the 
population explosion face dismal prospects 
for the future. According to their own con­
tention, today’s wave of crime will con­
tinue to mount in keeping with the growth 
in world population. Just how bad must 
the situation get before they will be will­
ing to admit, “It really is bad”?

"A More Accurate Tabulation of 
Crimes Is Now Being Kept"

I t  is doubtlessly true that a more exact 
record of crimes is being kept today than 
100 years ago. Thus, an accurate compari­
son of crimes committed then with those 
committed now would be impossible. But 
this argument would hardly hold true if 
we were to compare the records of 1977 
with those of 1975, or even of 1970, would 
you think? And if, as is contended, better 
records are being kept at present, we 
should ask ourselves, Why? Would not the 
need for increased accuracy and thorough­
ness of record-keeping in itself suggest 
that things had gotten worse?

How do the police go about compiling 
such records? Very few crimes are dis­
covered and reported by police officials 
themselves. A poll conducted by the Ger­

man Max-Planck Institute revealed that 
up to 90 percent of police crime tabula­
tions are based on reports made to them 
either by the victim of a crime or by wit­
nesses. Keeping accurate records therefore 
is less dependent on the police than it is 
on the willingness and alertness of the 
public to report the crimes they see 
committed.

Is there anything to indicate that peo­
ple are more accurate or conscientious in 
reporting crimes now than they were in 
the past? Not if the findings of this poll 
are to be believed: it discovered that only 
46 percent of the crimes committed against 
those persons interviewed had been report­
ed. More than half had gone unreported, 
either because the victim felt that his loss 
was too small to bother about, because 
he felt that the prospects of solving the 
crime were too minute, or because he had 
other personal reasons.

These figures, which compare favorably 
to similar findings in Switzerland, the 
United States, Canada, Australia and Fin­
land, would indicate that crime is even 
worse than the statistics reveal. This is 
backed up by the German magazine Der 
Spiegel, which said: “In tru th  the num­
ber [of burglaries committed during the 
year] is ten or twelve times higher [than 
the number reported].” It quoted Wer­
ner Hamacher, head of the Nordrhein- 
Westfalen State Criminal Investigation 
Office, who likened the number of crimes 
reported to “hardly more than the scanti­
est bikini” in covering the body of total 
crimes committed.

So what do we logically conclude? That 
the tabulation or registering of crimes is 
still very incomplete and that statistics at 
best can only indicate certain trends. But 
far from overstating the facts, statistics in 
reality tell only part of the story. So what 
do you think? Is it really that bad? Or is 
it even worse?
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“Crime May Be Bad in Some Places, 
but Not Where I Live"

If this is true, be grateful. Rural sec­
tions often have lower crime rates than 
urban sections, and within a city some 
areas may be more prone to crime than 
others. Some countries admittedly have a 
lower crime rate than others. But, of 
course, the question is not whether there 
is as much crime in your locality as there

is someplace else, but whether it is on 
the increase where you live.

What have you experienced in your own 
community? What do older people say, 
people who have been able to see the de­
velopment over a long period of time? Are 
more crimes being committed now than 
five years ago? Ten years ago? Are they 
becoming more brutal?

In view of the seriousness of the prob­
lem, the next question is: How can I pro­
tect myself and my loved ones? What 
practical steps can I take?

ikbotscts mMw
ANY number of people have written 

books and articles advising how best 
to cope with crime. Many of their prac­
tical suggestions are of real value, al­
though at present there is no way to en­
sure total safety or protection. Yet this 
does not mean that we cannot do anything. 
We can, and in view of today’s steadily 
mounting wave of crime and violence, we 
should.

For some very practical suggestions, let 
us turn to a man blessed by God with 
“wisdom and understanding in very great 
measure,” yes, a wisdom that made him 
“wiser than any other man” of his time 
and made it possible for him to “speak 
three thousand proverbs.” (1 Ki. 4:29, 31, 
32) You may recognize the man as being 
King Solomon.

The famous Spanish author Cervantes 
once aptly defined proverbs as being “short 
sentences drawn from long experience.” 
No one has had longer experience with 
man and his problems than man’s Creator 
himself, who endowed Solomon with the

wisdom he needed to compose the “short 
sentences” that we find in the Bible books 
of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. Solomon’s 
counsel, coming as it does from God, is 
the very best available. Let us see how 
we can apply it for our own protection.

FORESEE TROUBLE
“ Shrewd is the one that has seen 

the calamity and proceeds to con­
ceal himself, but the inexperienced 
have passed along and must sufFer 
the penalty."— Prov. 22:3.

The underlying principle here is that a 
person should foresee possible dangers and 
conceal himself before calamity strikes. In 
other words, take precautionary mea­
sures. This is the very best kind of pro­
tection. Examples? There are many.

Keep your doors and windows locked 
when away from home. In some areas it 
may even be wise to keep them locked 
at all times. If you live in a home with 
adjoining garage, do not overlook the door
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between it and the main part of the house. 
Husbands leaving late for work have been 
known to leave the garage door open, al­
lowing strangers easy entrance to the 
house through the garage.

What applies to your home also applies 
to your car. Keep it locked. In some coun­
tries it is illegal to leave a car unattended 
without locking it, and rightly so. Even 
while driving, you may find it wise to 
keep the doors locked; otherwise unwanted 
persons could enter your car while you are 
waiting at a traffic light. If you must leave 
your car on the street at night, try to pick 
as light a place as possible to park it.

Burglars like to work undisturbed and 
to go unnoticed, so they will generally 
come to visit when you are not at home. 
A loud burglar alarm (in the house or in 
the car) or a barking dog may be enough 
to convince them that working conditions 
are unfavorable. If you are gone for a 
longer period of time, do not advertise 
your absence by letting newspapers or mail 
pile up in the front yard or in the mail­
box. Ask that they be held for you until 
you return or arrange that they be regu­
larly picked up by a friend.

A light left burning in the house makes 
it appear that someone is at home. Of 
course, leaving it burning day and night 
for several days would be just as reveal­
ing to the observant would-be burglar as 
no light at all. In cases of extended ab­
sence, it might be a wise investment to 
purchase a device that automatically turns 
your lights, or even your television set or 
radio, on and off at certain predetermined 
times.

Keep your valuable things in a safe 
place, somewhere that a burglar might 
not think to look. Even better, keep them 
in several places, so that if he should suc­
ceed in making off with some of them, he 
will not have gotten them all. It pays to 
foresee trouble.

AVOID BEING OVERLY TRUSTFUL 
“Anyone inexperienced puts faith 

in every word, but the shrewd one 
considers his steps."— Prov. 14:75.

It would be wonderful if we could trust 
everyone whom we meet, and this is still 
possible in some parts of the world. But 
in other places, including many large cit­
ies, wickedness abounds and we must be 
realistic. Here it may be wise to be on 
guard against questionable persons and 
situations.

It may be unwise, for example, to in­
vite strangers into your home, even when 
they appear to have legitimate reasons for 
calling, unless they can present proper 
identification. In fact, since even opening 
the door can be dangerous in some places, 
you may want to have it equipped with a 
peephole or a chain if you live where the 
situation requires it.

Never leave your door key under the 
doormat or in any of the other generally 
well-known hiding places. You can trust 
the person you are leaving it for, but can 
you trust the one who may find it? It is 
also unwise to tag your key ring with 
name and address, thereby ascribing hon­
esty to the person who may find it should 
it be lost.

Caution is the course of wisdom when 
a person approaches you on the street, 
especially at night. His intentions may ap­
pear honest, but it could be a trick to get 
close enough to you to do some kind of 
harm. Better to be cautious than to be­
come the victim of a mugger. Not going 
out alone, as far as this is feasible, can 
also be a protection. Two persons are not 
as likely to be attacked as one. Ecclesiastes 
4:12 says: “If somebody could overpower 
one alone, two together could make a stand 
against him.”

When in public places, watch your ap­
pearance. The way you dress is important.
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It could incite others to actions that you 
would not appreciate.

Also, when attending public gatherings, 
exercise caution. Leaving valuables on your 
seat while you go to the rest room or out 
for refreshments is unwise. It takes only 
one dishonest outsider in an honest crowd 
to make you regret your carelessness.

Avoid trying to “look rich.” The man 
flashing a fistful of bills and the woman 
loaded down with jewels are asking for 
trouble. A recent article in Time observed 
that “largely because of the epidemic of 
kidnappings and other violence directed 
against Italy’s rich, the flamboyance—and 
the flaunting—of the moneyed life-style 
has all but disappeared.” A wealthy per­
son was quoted as having said: “In Italy 
now you want to feel rich and look poor.”

PICK ASSOCIATES CAREFULLY 
"A man of violence will seduce 

his fellow, and certainly causes him 
to go in a w ay that is not good." 
— Prov. 16:29.

Violence is like a contagious disease; it 
is catching. Even innocent arguments with 
workmates, friends or relatives can rapid­
ly escalate into violence if one is not care­
ful. It is claimed, for example, that more 
than one fourth of the murders in the 
United States are family affairs, often 
triggered by domestic quarrels. Attend a 
party where excessive drinking is taking 
place, or get involved in a protest move­
ment or march where emotions are run­
ning high, and the danger of violence is 
multiplied. How wise, then, to avoid per­

sons given to violence and 
situations that tend to nur­
ture it!

You should be concerned 
about your own conduct, 
but do not be overly con­
cerned about the miscon­
duct of others. If you ob­
serve  som eone ac tin g  
discourteously or improp­
erly in a public place, it 
is better to exercise self- 
control and say nothing as 
long as life is not being 
endangered. Proverbs 26: 
17 explains: “As one grab­
bing hold of the ears of a 
dog is anyone passing by 
that is becoming furious at 
the quarrel that is not his.” 
You could easily incite oth­
ers to violence by inappro­
priate comments or even 
by a “dirty” look.

What should a person 
do if he inadvertently gets 
caught up in a quarrel not 
of his own making?
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LEAVE, IF YOU CAN
“ Before the quarrel has burst 

forth, take your leave.1'— Prov. 17: 
14.

Do not add fuel to the fire by arguing. 
Proverbs 26:20 tells us: “Where there is 
no wood the fire goes out.” An argument 
can last only as long as you choose to 
stay upon the field of battle. Avoiding vio­
lence by taking your leave is not the mark 
of a coward, but, rather, of a wise man. 
The examples of Jesus Christ and the apos­
tle Paul prove this.—See Luke 4:28-30; 
Acts 9:23-25; 14:5, 6.

But what if your opponent physically 
prevents you from fleeing? Then speak to 
him calmly. Remember, “an answer, when 
mild, turns away rage.” (Prov. 15:1) This 
calls for self-control, but it may pay in 
the long run. Women have been known 
to talk assailants out of rape by remaining 
calm and explaining to them their Biblical 
stand on morals.

Of course, there may be times when 
fleeing is impossible and when calm words 
fall on deaf ears. Then what? It depends 
on what the person wants. Does he want 
your property, your money? If so, let him 
have it. Material things can be replaced, 
but not your health or your life. Never 
put these in jeopardy for purely material 
things. Having the wisdom and proper dis­
cernment to be able to recognize the rela­
tive unimportance of material things as 
compared to life is, as Proverbs 3:14 says, 
“better than having silver as gain.”

If your assailant is after your virtue or 
your life, however, the situation is differ­
ent and you have Scriptural support for 
defending yourself by whatever means are 
at your disposal. An article in a north 
German newspaper recently explained how 
this might be done. It advised women or 
young girls confronted by sex offenders 
to “keep calm,” to “offer resistance” if

possible, and “at the same time to scream 
for help.” (Compare Deuteronomy 22:23, 
24.) Those incapable of physical resistance 
were told to try  to outwit the evildoer or 
“to divert his attention by praying out 
loud.” This is wise counsel, because it is 
Biblical. It also leads up to another sug­
gestion made by the wise ruler.

TRUST IN JEHOVAH
“ Do not say: 1 will pay back evil!' 

Hope in Jehovah, and he will save 
you."— Prov. 20:22.

These words are not to be understood 
as ruling out self-defense, but they do 
show us the need for discernment and bal­
ance in exercising it.

Basically, crimes are of two kinds: those 
directed against one’s property, such as 
stealing or extortion, and those directed 
against one’s person, such as assault, rape 
or murder. Since life is of infinitely greater 
value than property, we would rightly be 
entitled to a wider latitude of action in 
warding off crimes against our person than 
we would in crimes against our property.

“The trend [in France] to rely more 
upon defending oneself than upon police 
protection is growing.” So reported a Ger­
man daily recently. The article told of a 
self-defense group whose members had 
been advised: “Arm yourselves and shoot 
first.” A similar trend is found in other 
countries. A newsmagazine reported that 
“West Germans have registered 2,500,000 
revolvers and pistols, shotguns and rifles, 
but they possibly have illegal possession 
of ten times that number.” The article 
continued by saying that obtaining weap­
ons is getting easier all the time and that 
“they are being used with greater ease 
and brutality—by criminals as well as by 
well-behaved citizens.”

Some may feel that it can do no harm 
to have a gun in the house, ‘just in case,’ 
hoping, of course, that it will never have
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to be used. In reality, however, the only 
way to be really sure that you will never 
use a weapon is not to have it in the first 
place. How often, under the pressure of 
fear and nervous tension, persons have 
made use of weapons, only to regret it 
afterward. Sympathize with a filling- 
station owner south of Paris who heard 
suspicious noises in the middle of the 
night. Going downstairs, he suddenly saw 
a shadow and, thinking it to be a burglar, 
shot. How tragic to discover that he had 
shot his eight-year-old son who had got­
ten up to get a drink of water!

Shedding human blood, even when done 
unintentionally, is a serious matter. Of 
course, there are other types of weapons, 
such as gas pistols, that can be used to 
ward off attackers. Although not intended 
to wound or to kill, even such “harmless” 
weapons can, at times, trigger greater vio­
lence on the part of an opponent, so the 
advisability of using them should be 
weighed carefully.

The so-called martial arts, like judo and 
karate, are another increasingly popular 
method of defending oneself. These mar­
tial arts train a person to use his hands 
and body to either injure or kill an op­
ponent, so, in reality, they, too, are weap­
ons. Their pagan background and military 
usage also raise questions as to their 
propriety for Christians. Can you imagine 
the apostle John defending himself with 
karate chops or Jesus Christ fighting off 
an opponent with kung fu tactics? (See 
the December 8, 1975, issue of Awake!, 
page 28, for a more detailed discussion of 
this subject.)

How far you can go in defending your­
self and your loved ones, as well as the 
methods you care to employ, are personal 
matters for you to decide on the basis of 
a well-trained conscience. Asking yourself 
a few questions can be helpful, however, 
in deciding what you should do: Am I

fighting to defend life or simply to protect 
property? Is my motive protection of self 
and loved ones, or getting even with an 
evildoer? Have I thought of the effects 
my actions might have on others, includ­
ing the evildoer? Would I want to injure 
him seriously or even kill him? Do I re­
alize that he may be a victim of circum­
stances, more to be pitied than condemned? 
Could it be that with proper training, at­
tention and love, he might be willing to 
develop his latent good qualities and re­
pent of his bad ones? Would I be will­
ing to help him to do so if I had the 
opportunity?

In summary, Christians, while not cate­
gorically opposed to self-defense, ought to 
be careful to avoid situations that would 
make it necessary. They recognize that by 
exercising the spirit of a sound mind, fore­
seeing trouble, taking necessary precau­
tions, being careful of associations, guard­
ing both tongue and action, avoiding being 
overly trustful of man, while placing com­
plete trust in Jehovah, they will be pur­
suing the course of wisdom. This is a bet­
ter form of self-defense than any based 
on the use of weapons or martial arts.

ECCLESIASTES 9:18 SUMS IT UP: 
“Wisdom is better than imple­

ments for fighting."
Jehovah God, the highest personage in 

the universe, without whose knowledge 
not even the smallest crime could take 
place, is capable of making a completely 
accurate tabulation of crimes as a basis 
for settling accounts with wrongdoers. But 
will he really do so? Is today’s steadily 
mounting wave of crime and violence des­
tined to continue swelling indefinitely, or 
will God bring mankind needed relief? For 
the answer, read the article “Can Crime 
and Violence Ever Be Eliminated?” on 
pages 27 and 28.
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By “ A w ake!" correspondent 
• . in South Africa

0EETLES are everywhere in their millions and in 
great variety. But what insect has a history more 
interesting and unusual than the scarab, or dung 

beetle?
In ancient Egypt this creature moved in the very 

highest society, its Latin name being S c a ra b a e u s  s a c e r  
or “sacred scarab.” To the Egyptians it was the symbol 
of rebirth and everlasting life. Its dung ball was com­
pared to the sun. The horns, or sharp protuberances, on 
the front part of the body were said to represent the 
sun-god’s rays, while its 30 segments were viewed as 
standing for the 30 days of the month. So, in Egypt, the 
scarab was believed to be sacred to the sun-god. It has 
even been found mummified. In the British Museum is 
a colossal figure of the scarab in granite, probably 
from Heliopolis.

The scarab also is frequently featured in ancient 
Egyptian paintings and sculptures and very abundantly 
in the form of seals and brooches. Many have inscrip­
tions on them bearing royal names and supplying data 
about the ancient Egyptian dynasties.

An Unusual Diet
The Scarabaeidae or dung beetle family is a very 

large one, there being, it is said, over 20,000 species and 
they are found in most parts of the world. As the name 
“dung beetle” suggests, its main source of food is 
manure. In South Africa it feeds on the droppings of 
cattle, sheep, horses and other animals. As an old say­
ing expresses it: “There is no accounting for tastes!”

The beetle has a scoop-shaped head, 
with the mouth and snout facing down­
ward. Its jaws are hard and horny, and 
it has antennas ending in a paddle or 
fan of three or more flattened joints 
that fold one over the other. When 
scenting its food the beetle fully ex­
tends these jointed antennas, sniffing 
the breeze to ascertain the direction. 
Then it scuttles off to start work.

The beetle’s body is well adapted to 
its unusual job. It is short and rounded, 
with short leathery wing covers. It has 
six legs, the front pair being short and 
extremely strong for digging, the mid­
dle pair being longer and sturdy, and 
the hind pair being slightly curved—it 
is these that grip the dung ball.

Having found a deposit of fresh 
manure, the beetle sets to work. He 
works hard and fast. He quickly makes 
a ball the size of a marble, soon en­
larges it to roughly apple size, with 
some species, and then rolls it with 
his back legs to a place where the 
ground is soft. Then he digs a hole 
in which he hides his ball as a store 
of food. Since excreta can carry dis­
ease and harmful parasites and en­
courage flies, our humble friend does 
an invaluable work in cleaning the 
terrain. Also, many such stores of 
dung are not used, but they do fertil­
ize the soil. So our little friend is a 
“professional fertilizer.” Farmers like 
him!

In Australia the local species of 
dung beetles have needed help. Before 
European settlers came, bringing cat­
tle and sheep, these dung beetles had 
always been nourished on kangaroo 
droppings. They are not equipped to 
dispose of the massive deposits of mil­
lions of cattle. So different species of 
dung beetles have been imported from  
South Africa and these have h e lp e d  
to clean up the millions of tons of 
cow dung deposited annually in Aus­
tralia.

Although the dung beetle is no 
longer associated with the “high so­
ciety” of “gods” and royalty, he con­
tinues with his more down-to-earth 
profession, the truly useful one for 
which he was designed.
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AT ONE time, there was a lot of pub­
licity about the population bomb and 

the population explosion. Now scientists 
are telling us tha t the earth is far from 
overcrowded and could support many 
times its present population. What is the 
true situation?

Recently, in the Philippine capital of 
Manila, the fourth International Popula­
tion Conference was sponsored by the 
World Population Society and the Philip­
pines’ Population Center Foundation. We 
heard specialists from Asia, Africa and 
America discuss this problem. We believe 
that you will find what they said to be 
interesting.

Is There a Problem?
Someone once calculated that if all the 

available land and water were evenly dis­
tributed among today’s population, each 
person would have five acres (2.02 hec­
tares) of land and 17 acres (6.9 hectares)

of water half a mile (0.8 km) deep! That 
does not sound like a problem of accom­
modations space, does it? However, this 
same person calculated that, by the year 
2600 C.E., a t a growth rate of 2 percent 
per year, this would diminish to one square 
yard (.8 sq. m) of living space for each 
person. That would be a problem.

Of course, what might happen 700 years 
in the future is not going to cause us many 
sleepless nights right now. But even today 
many millions of people are experiencing 
the problems of overpopulation in their 
individual areas. Some exist in a precari­
ous balance between subsistence and star­
vation; and not a few persons believe that 
their experience today could be the ex­
perience of all mankind in the future.

We heard that 70 percent of the world’s 
population belongs to the so-called Third 
World, or the developing countries. The 
population of these countries is being in­
creased each minute by the birth of be-
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tween two and three and a half babies. The 
Third World reportedly consumes 8.4 bil­
lion pounds (3.81 billion kg) of food, 16.8 
billion pounds (7.6 billion kg) of water and 
inhales 168 billion pounds (76 billion kg) 
of air daily. While the air is still plentiful 
(if somewhat polluted in some areas), this 
population growth has resulted in a short­
age of food and water in many lands.

Imagine coming home from a hard day’s 
work in the fields and finding that there 
was no water to wash in or even to drink. 
This is what some are experiencing even 
now, because too many people are drawing 
on too little water. The Food and Agricul­
ture Organization was quoted as saying 
that “the availability of fresh water for 
all mankind is in doubt at the turn of the 
century. Global demand for fresh water 
will increase by 240% by that time.”

Regarding the availability of food, the 
statement was made that, following the 
current growth trends, mankind would 
double in number in the next 25 years. 
Since millions even now do not get enough 
to eat, this means that food production 
would have to more than double. One speak­
er stated that an increase of 3 to 4 percent 
annually would be needed over the next 
25 years, in order to combat hunger.

Will this be possible? It is true that 
under ideal conditions this earth could 
support many times its present population. 
But conditions are far from ideal. Less 
developed lands are even now having to 
struggle to increase their food production. 
And the economic situation makes it diffi­
cult for them to buy from richer nations 
when they have a need.

Additionally, as poorer countries expand 
their agricultural lands, they tend to 
spread toward the forests and mountains. 
This results in deforestation. Often floods 
of devastating proportions result. And 
what if they look to the sea for their need­
ed additional food? Apparently even the

resources of the seemingly boundless ocean 
are limited. Twenty-one million tons of 
fish were taken from the oceans in 1950. 
In 1970, this reached 70 million tons. Then 
the catch declined, and in 1973 only 65 
million tons were harvested.

It is obvious that if food and population 
are not brought into balance, serious prob­
lems will continue to haunt mankind.

Why Is There a Problem?
In 1660, it is estimated, there were only 

500 million people on earth. The growth 
rate then was reportedly one tenth of one 
percent. At that rate, the first billion 
should have been reached some time in the 
24th century. In fact, the first billion came 
in 1830. The second billion arrived in 1930, 
the third in 1960 and the fourth in 1975. 
By the year 2000, a population of between 
six and eight billion is expected at present 
increase rates. The year 2000 is not so 
far away, is it?

Why the increased growth rate? For one 
thing, the infant mortality rate has been 
cut, and more babies are growing up and 
having their own babies. The havoc 
wreaked by certain epidemics has also been 
checked. In addition, early marriage and 
childbearing and, sadly, pregnancies among 
unmarried teen-agers were mentioned as 
causes contributing to the continuing ac­
celeration in population increase. Addi­
tionally, Mrs. Seria Grewal of the Ministry 
of Health and Welfare in India was re­
ported as saying that low literacy and low 
economic status were barriers to govern­
ment programs of family planning to com­
bat the problem.

There is also a clash between the im­
plemented of family planning programs 
and their religious opponents. Religious 
beliefs have encouraged many to have 
large families. Additionally, in many lands 
children are viewed as wealth and secu­
rity. This has resulted in high population 
growth rates.
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Can the Problem Be Solved?
So there is a problem, and we know 

some of the reasons for it. Now, what is 
being done about it? It was felt that all 
countries should respect the right of per­
sons to determine the number and spacing 
of their children. However, Philander P. 
Claxton, president and chairman of the 
World Population Society, felt that coun­
tries should keep aiming for the goals set 
at a previous conference in Bangkok, Thai­
land, in 1975: that, on an average, within 
two or three decades, each member nation 
should achieve a two-child family. Even 
if this goal were reached, the world popu­
lation would reach 5.9 billion by the end 
of the century. Seemingly, however, a four- 
to six-child family is still common in most 
developing countries.

The serious way in which some view 
this problem was seen recently in the 
Philippines. A bill was introduced in the 
Interim Batasang Pambansa (the current 
Philippine parliament) with the stated 
purpose of balancing food and shelter avail­
ability with the number of the country’s 
future inhabitants by penalizing families 
having more than two children. The bill 
proposed that a mother having two sur­
viving children would pay a fine of 100 
pesos (about $15, U.S.) at the birth of 
her third child, 200 pesos ($30, U.S.) at

In Future Issues
■ W h y  They Do Not Believe

■ Teachers Under Attack

■ How Will You Be Spending
Christmas?

the birth of her fourth, and so forth. This 
is in line with the comments of some sourc­
es that someday parenthood may be a priv­
ilege, not a right.

The bill met much opposition, naturally. 
Foremost opposers were leaders of the 
Catholic Church. The 80-member Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines re­
jected the proposal by stating: “The right 
of parents to determine the number of 
their children is an inalienable human 
right that cannot be removed by legisla­
tive fiat. The teachings of the Church on 
this matter are unequivocal. . . .  In view 
of the inalienable right to marry and beget 
children, the question of how many chil­
dren should be born belongs to the honest 
judgment of the parents. The question 
can in no way be committed to the deci­
sion of the government.”

Progress So Far
In early conferences on population, the 

stress was laid on centralized population 
programs for curbing growth. Claims have 
been made of substantial reductions in 
birthrates in China, Indonesia, Korea, 
Thailand, Costa Rica, Colombia, Tunisia, 
Hong Kong and the Philippines, among 
others. Sixty-three developing countries 
have their own family-planning programs.

Fertility rates were said to have dropped 
in China from an average of 4.2 to 3.2 
children per woman of childbearing age. 
In Indonesia it had dropped from 6.5 to 
4.6. The World Health Organization has 
for 10 years been administering a program 
of research, development and training in 
human reproduction. The program is sup­
ported by voluntary contributions, and 
scientists from 62 countries are involved. 
By 1976, according to reports, almost 
$1,000,000,000 (U.S.) was being spent to 
help with family planning.

The Philippine conference did not stress 
the need for knowledge of family-planning
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devices and techniques, although these 
were viewed as important. The emphasis 
was, rather, on involvement of the com­
munity in population problems, and the 
use of local resources to combat the prob­
lems. Health, nutrition and community de­
velopment were seen as linked with popu­
lation control. The World Population Plan 
of Action (adopted by the United Nations 
World Population Conference in 1974) 
was quoted as stating: “Population goals 
are recognized as ‘integral parts’ of social, 
economic and cultural development.” 

Education, employment and general 
economic development were also seen as 
tied in with the population problem. Youths 
make up about 1.3 billion of the earth’s 
population, hence the experts want sex 
education and premarital counseling to be 
available to this large group of people. 
Mechai Viravaidya of Thailand wanted 
children to be taught about sex and family 
planning, not to be embarrassed. He re­
portedly claimed a pregnancy reduction of 
40 percent in a third of the villages in 
Thailand as a result of the “desensitiza­
tion” and publicity about family planning. 
Zahia Marzouk of Egypt is reported as 
saying: “We were able to raise the eco­
nomic standards of women by teaching 
them income-generating skills and as a 
result there was increased interest in lim­
iting family size.”

Arguments Against
Speaking against the translating of the 

Bible, Friar Buckingham used foolish argu­
ments that were no credit to himself or his 
associates. In a sermon, he said: “Where 
Scripture saith no man that layeth his hand to 
the plough and looketh back is fit for the 
kingdom of God, will not the ploughman when 
he readeth these words be apt forthwith to 
cease from his plough, and then where will be 
the sowing and the harvest? Likewise also 
whereas the baker readeth, ‘A little leaven

There Is a Population Problem
From what was said at the conference, 

it was very clear to us that there is a 
population problem. While the earth is far 
from full now, if the population keeps in­
creasing, one day the earth will be more 
than full. And although it is true that, 
if the wealth of the earth were evenly 
distributed, there would be more than 
enough for everyone, that ideal situation 
does not exist. Actually, millions of people 
are living in overpopulated areas. And 
while many of the richer countries are 
not rapidly increasing their populations, 
poorer countries are. Hence, their problems 
are likely to become more severe.

Everyone at the conference in Manila 
was in agreement that population is a big 
problem. Nations were urged to abandon 
considerations of national interests and 
work in this regard for the good of the 
international community. Rich countries 
were urged to limit their excessive con­
sumption of the world’s riches, and poorer 
lands were encouraged to limit their num­
bers. Cooperation was seen as a means to 
curb growth. But will it happen?

If it will take international cooperation 
to solve the population problem, then— 
judging from this world’s record up until 
now—this is likely to remain another one 
of those problems that cannot be solved 
under the present system of things.

Translating the Bible
leaventh the whole lump/ will he not be forth­
with too sparing in the use of leaven, to the 
great injury of our health? And so also when 
the simple man reads the words, Tf thine eye 
offend thee pluck it out and cast it from thee/ 
incontinent he will pluck out his eyes, and so 
the whole realm will be full of blind men, to 
the great decay of the nation and the manifest 
loss of the King’s grace. And thus by reading 
of the Holy Scriptures will the whole realm  
come into confusion/ ’—H o w  W e  G o t O ur B ib le , 
by J. Paterson Smyth.
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Diversified SURINAME
By“AwakercorrespondenI in Suriname

A DRIVE of 30 miles (50 km) from the 
airport to Suriname’s capital city, 

Paramaribo, provides the tourist a cross- 
sectional view of life in this South Ameri­
can country. The first impression of the 
traveler is that he has landed in some 
country in Africa, as he rides by palm- 
thatched huts, occasionally seeing a half- 
clad Bush Negro woman preparing her 
breakfast. But the scene rapidly changes 
and he gets more of a total world flavor 
as he passes Caribs and Arawaks, two 
Amerindian tribes, the original inhabitants 
of Suriname; East Indians, whose women 
still wear their traditional head coverings 
of white lace; Indonesians, characterized 
by their nicely cultivated gardens; and 
Chinese, with their businesses on every 
corner. Within the capital’s old city you 
still find centuries-old colonial Dutch-style 
houses.

One can easily see that, with the great 
variety of peoples and the diversity of lan­

guages, backgrounds and customs, any 
educational work would face problems. Ac­
cordingly, the preaching and teaching of 
the Bible’s good news have required much 
effort. One of the problems met in teach­
ing the Bible has been illiteracy, especially 
among those living deep in the jungle. In 
1976, the branch office of the Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society tackled the prob­
lem by setting up three schools, using the 
booklet Leri Lesi en Skrifi ( to Read 
and Write) in Sranan-tongo (the language 
of Suriname), taught twice a week by 
some of Jehovah’s Witnesses who are pro­
fessional teachers. Before long a congre­
gation in the bush grew to 27 members 
when helped by three young Witnesses 
who moved there to teach in an elementary 
school. Now the people there enjoy read­
ing their own Bibles. Better understanding 
of the Bible has brought greater unity 
among the varied nationalities. In Para­
maribo many were helped in the same way
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and now one congregation of 120 mem­
bers in that city worships alongside the 
other 10 Dutch-speaking congregations.

Heading Southward by River
Strong efforts are now being made to 

reach more remote areas. Come along with 
us on a visit to a small congregation along 
the Tapanahoni River.

“Welcome aboard!” greets one of the 
Bush Negro Witnesses, who regularly 
spends full time in taking the “good news” 
to people in hard-to-reach places. We are 
impressed by the size of the korjaal, a 
59-foot (18-m)-long canoe. Four men spent 
two months hollowing out a giant tree, 
fashioning it into the biggest boat on the 
river. When the boat is used to bring the 
Witnesses to assemblies in the capital or 
to take them to the various villages for 
the preaching work, the village children 
shout, “Noa e psa!” (“Noah passes by!”)

Building a Kingdom Hall
By the time we arrive at our destination, 

Godo Holo, the village where a congrega­
tion is located, we are ready to step off 
onto land for a while.

This congregation was, in a most un­
usual way, brought to the decision to build 
their own hall. During a circuit assembly 
(several congregations meeting together), 
the place then used for meeting could hold 
only 80 of the 100 persons attending. Worse 
than that, during the public talk, heavy

rains suddenly collapsed the whole roof! 
Happily, no one was seriously injured, but 
they decided to build a hall.

The forest would have to provide the 
basic materials. The men went into the 
jungle, cutting trees for two months, while 
the women and children busied themselves 
hauling 250 barrels of sand and gravel to 
a small hill. But cement, metal roofing and 
nails were needed. When the Witnesses in 
the capital heard of the expansion plans, 
they spontaneously gave financial assis­
tance for obtaining these items. And that 
invaluable boat Noah transported these 
building materials to the site.

One of the men is a bricklayer and he 
taught the others to make bricks. Although 
building under these circumstances is hard 
work, there is a certain joy when one 
knows that practically all the materials 
and the construction itself is the product 
of one’s own labor. After one year the hall 
was dedicated on April 15, 1979.

A Village Gets a New Face
While the Witnesses are overjoyed to 

have a meeting place of their own, the 
citizens of the village have also benefited. 
When the building of a new hall was de­
cided upon, the acquiring of a site was 
the first problem. Godo Holo is really three 
villages bordering one another. The origi­
nally proposed site was immediately re­
fused by the chieftain of that village. But 
the chieftain of the middle village was 
more sympathetic toward the Witnesses
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and said: “You just go ahead and build on 
that hill near my village.” His decision 
brought ridicule upon him, since the ma­
jority of citizens in his village scoffed at 
him. But he stuck to his word.

The Witnesses went ahead with their 
building. When former villagers now liv­
ing in the capital city heard what was 
being done in their village, they sent a 
letter of protest and by radio even aired 
threats to destroy the hall. The chieftain, 
however, sent a reply to the opposers that 
he was waiting for their attack and re­
minded them that they had contributed 
nothing in building better homes for their 
wives, children, parents and older folks 
in the village.

The people now admit that the Gado 
Woortoe sma (God’s Word people), as the 
Witnesses are called there, have been an 
asset to their village. The Witnesses 
brought not only spiritual light to their 
village, but also literal light. The village 
now has electricity, thanks to the boat 
Noah, which brought a generator from 
the capital right through cataracts to this 
place. The result of all of this is that, when 
engaging in the preaching work, the Wit­
nesses are received in a very friendly 
manner.

Visiting the People with the
“ ”

As your boat docks a t this village, your 
hosts, the boat crew, take you along with 
them to visit the homes of the people with 
the “good news.” You find that you can­
not merely introduce yourself and get to 
the point quickly, as is the case in busy 
city areas. That would be impolite here, 
for custom requires that you first give the 
following greeting: “Did you wake up 
well?” The householder replies: “Yes, I 
woke up well. How did you sleep?” “I slept 
very well. How did you sleep?” “I slept 
quite well, too.” Then you slowly guide 
the conversation into a Bible discussion.

Returning from this strenuous but en­
joyable trip, you are invited to take a 
journey, this time by road, to the south­
west part of Suriname. Some years ago 
the government started making plans to 
construct two dams, a bauxite mine and 
a railroad. In the process, a 220-mile (350- 
km) roadway was built, also opening 
up the way to reach the once remote 
Amerindian villages of Apoera and Washa- 
bo on the Corantijn River, which borders 
Guyana. What a road! Our Land Rover 
bounces and sways over bumps, holes, dust, 
ruts and mud. The hardships are some­
what relieved as we stop now and then 
along the roadside to marvel at the snakes, 
to admire the hardworking parasol ants 
or to listen to the cries of the colorful 
parrots.

At last we reach an American work 
camp, 30 miles (50 km) from those Indian 
villages. Our fatigue is quickly dispelled 
by our two Christian sisters who greet us 
hospitably. They know we are in need of 
a bath to wash away the fine red dust 
covering us and our clothing. A delicious 
meal restores our strength, and after pleas­
ant conversation and a good night’s sleep 
we arise the next morning to set out call­
ing on the people with the Bible’s message.

Interest in the Bible among these simple 
folk is overwhelming. In every hut you 
find responsive listeners. You think to 
yourself, How would one ever find the 
same hut again to make a return visit? 
All the huts look alike and have no house 
numbers. But that is no problem, because 
in every hut people are willing to study 
the Bible with you. Sometimes you merely 
set your book bag in the hut and people 
not only desire one of the Bible books, 
but help themselves to what is in the bag.

As you return to the capital from this 
journey, you feel encouraged in the knowl­
edge that the good news of the Kingdom 
is reaching into all parts of this beautiful 
country of Suriname.
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“little men”
o£theAntarctic

By "Aw ake!" correspondent 
in Uruguay

A HOY, I see two ‘little men’ on
l \  that iceberg,” shouted a crew­

man. As these explorers of the Ant­
arctic drew closer, another look 
through their binoculars showed five 
“little men.” Soon there were seven. 
But those early explorers were in for 
a surprise when they learned that 
those “little men” were really pen­
guins. As for the penguins, they kept 
leaping out of the frigid water onto 
ice floes to get a better look at the 
strange creatures invading their icy 
domain.

Penguins are to the Antarctic what 
polar bears are to the Arctic. Not all 
penguins are the same, however, and 
each kind has its own peculiarities and 
habits that make it different from the 
others.

The Emperor
The largest and most impressive of 

all are the emperor penguins, weigh­
ing about 40 kg (90 lbs.) each and 
standing nearly 120 cm (4 ft.) tall. 
They breed and hatch their young un­
der the most forbidding circumstances 
of any known creature—with tempera­
tures below -55° C. (-67° F.) in con­
stant gales and severe blizzards.

The female lays only one egg. Then 
the male and the female take turns 
holding the egg on their feet, tucked 
in under a blanket made up of folds 
of skin that hang down from the body. 
While one cares for the egg, the other 
one goes to sea to feed. When the mate 
returns and the egg is transferred from 
one to the other, great care is shown 
so that it does not touch the ice on 
which they stand.

For protection against the fierce 
winds in their domain, cooperation is 
needed. So large numbers of emperor 
penguins huddle together. And periodi­
cally they shift positions so that the
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same birds are not always bearing the 
brunt of the blizzard on the outside of 
the circle.

The Adelie
The Adelie penguin also lives on Ant­

arctica, but it is much smaller than the 
emperor, and its rookeries are separate 
from theirs. This one is the clown of the 
penguin family. It is very curious and its 
antics are comical, especially the way in 
which it waddles—Charlie Chaplin-style.

Like other penguins, their tongues have 
sharp barbs turned inward. How practical 
when a fish is caught for dinner! With its 
head pointed down the penguin’s throat, 
it can go in only one direction.

Several of these penguins have been tak­
en great distances from their rookeries so 
their navigational abilities can be studied. 
As is true of other birds, the Creator has 
endowed them with a built-in system of 
navigation. It seems to rely mainly on the 
sun. When it is cloudy, they wander 
around as if uncertain as to which way to 
go. But when the sun is visible, they im­
mediately get oriented and head in the 
right direction to reach home.

The Gentoo
On the Falkland Islands, or Malvinas Is­

lands, there are several species of pen­
guins. Close to Port Stanley tall gentoo 
penguins come ashore to breed.

From the nearby beach of York Bay, 
we can watch these “little men” arrive at 
their rookery. They have just spent months 
at sea, traveling thousands of miles in 
search of food and playing in the chilly 
waters of the South Atlantic Ocean. As 
we watch closely we can see the penguins 
swimming to keep pace inside the waves 
until these are about to break. As a wave 
breaks, they quickly leap upright and land 
on their webbed feet. They scramble to­
ward shore as fast as their short legs will 
carry them so that the next wave will

not topple them over and wash them back 
to sea. Now and then this happens, how­
ever, and they have to try  again, but run­
ning a little faster this time.

When the gentoo penguin is beyond the 
reach of the waves he gets in line with 
hundreds or thousands more as they wad­
dle toward the rookery among the sand 
dunes and clumps of diddle-dee and tus­
sock grass several hundred feet from shore. 
If one is exhausted and decides to stop or 
take a nap for a few minutes, the others 
in the line behind him also stop and un­
complainingly wait until he wakes up and 
resumes the journey.

Courtship and wedding ceremonies 
among these penguins are interesting. 
When looking for a wife, a male will bring 
a pebble and lay it a t the feet of his pro­
spective bride. If she accepts it, they be­
come husband and wife. But it is very 
difficult to tell the difference between a 
male and a female. Sometimes even the 
penguins have this problem, and a male 
may mistakenly present a pebble to an­
other male. This is an insult, of course, 
and results in a heated battle.

After an acceptable match is made, the 
pair forms a crude nest of some grass, 
sticks and mostly pebbles; then two eggs 
are laid. Each pair has its own private 
property boundaries and jealously guards 
its territory during incubation. But it is 
not unusual for one penguin to “borrow” 
pebbles and other building materials from 
a neighbor’s nest while he is not looking. 
This makes the rookery extremely noisy. 
While some engage in territorial disputes, 
others try  to retrieve stolen property. Over 
such matters they often come to violent 
blows with beaks, flippers and claws. I t is 
the sort of conduct that the Bible de­
scribes as ‘animalistic,’ and it is not meant 
for humans to imitate.—Jas. 3:14-18.

The parents take turns in caring for the 
little ones permitting one mate to go to 
feed on fish, squid, shrimp or other shell-
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fish. When the mate returns the chicks 
are fed by regurgitation.

At first the chicks are covered with 
down and are quite helpless. When they 
are grown and about to take to the water 
they grow adult feathers—very small ones, 
smooth in texture and watertight.

Since penguins are awkward on land, 
when a gentoo is in a hurry and its short 
legs cannot carry it fast enough, it often­
times flops down on its belly and propels 
itself with flippers and feet to scoot over 
the sand like a toboggan.

The people of the Falkland Islands used 
to take penguin eggs from the rookeries, 
since these were considered a delicacy by 
many. However, the local government has 
discouraged this practice among the na­
tives so that the gentoo may not become 
an “endangered species” and later join the 
many other species of penguins that are 
now extinct.

The Rock Hopper
Also on the Falkland Islands is found 

the rock hopper, or macaroni, penguin, 
wearing tufts of feathers for a headdress. 
While the gentoos choose sandy areas for 
their rookeries, the rock hoppers prefer a 
rocky coastline. Instead of seeking the 
easy way around a cliff, they like to leap 
and crawl from one ledge to another up 
the steepest part of a cliff.

They are alert to their enemies, espe­
cially the leopard seal. When they are 
ready to return to sea, they carefully test 
the water to see if it is safe. Dozens of 
rock hoppers will gather along the edge 
of a cliff or rock and look searchingly into 
the water to try to spot Mr. Seal. More 
keep coming from behind and the crowd 
gets bigger. Suddenly an unsuspecting vic­
tim is pushed over the edge into the wa­
ters below. Those remaining on top watch 
to see what is happening to their “fallen 
friend.” If there is a sudden churning of 
the water and he disappears, they know

it is not safe to jump in then. So they 
return to the rookery and will try  again 
later on. But if they see him swimming 
out to sea unmolested, they know the wa­
ter is safe and the rest leap into the waters 
and head out to the sea again.

Occasionally, however, a wise and ex­
perienced old seal will let the first few 
swim by unharmed. You can imagine what 
follows! He and his friends have a real 
feast after hundreds of rock hoppers leap 
into what they consider “safe waters.”

Penguins o f Many Varieties
As we have observed, there are various 

species of penguins—17 known to exist to­
day, and each with identifying traits. The 
blackfoot, or jackass, penguin, is found 
on the shores of southern Africa and on 
many islands of the South Atlantic Ocean.

The king penguin is the second largest 
of all penguins. I t is also found on the 
Falkland Islands and other nearby places.

The Humboldt penguin is named after 
the Humboldt current of the Pacific Ocean. 
Its cool waters enable them to live in Chile 
and Peru and as far north as the Galapagos 
Islands. This appears to be the farthest 
north that penguins are found. On the At­
lantic side of South America, penguins are 
sometimes seen as far north as Uruguay 
and southern Brazil.

The smallest, the pigmy penguin, is only 
about 15 cm (6 in.) tall when full grown 
and lives on only a few islands in the 
South Pacific Ocean. All of them have in 
common the inability to fly through the 
air as do other birds. However, they do 
use their powerful flippers to “fly” under 
water. As they travel through the water 
they move their flippers alternately like 
a swimmer’s arms, rather than simulta­
neously like wings of birds in flight.

Penguins have been seen in zoos by peo­
ple in many parts of the world. But it is 
a special thrill to see them, thousands to­
gether, in the natural surroundings.
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Monkeys Fail Evolutionists 
<$> "If enough monkeys pecked away at type­
writers long enough/' the argument of evolu­
tionists goes, "they could eventually write the 
complete works of Shakespeare/' Up to now 
they felt safe enough passing out this "scien­
tific" pronouncement. Who could disprove it? 
But now this straw that they have been grasping 
at for so long has been demolished.
<$> Dr. William Bennett, a professor of physics 
at Yale University, specializes in designing com­
puter programs to solve unusual scientific prob­
lems. He has applied the rules of probability 
to the typing monkeys, and programmed com­
puters to simulate their pecking of the keys. 
The report in the New York "Times," March 6, 
1979, gives the computer's verdict. Dr. Bennett 
calculates that "if a trillion monkeys were to 
type 10 randomly chosen characters a second 
it would take, on the average, more than a 
trillion times as long as the universe has been 
in existence just to produce the sentence: 'To 
be or not to be, that is the question.' "
#  The answer from the computer is, "It is not 
to be."

(<The Creationists Tend to Win"
<§> Some high-school teachers have adopted a 
dual approach to the teaching of the origin 
of the earth and life upon it. For two days they 
teach that the earth is billions of years old 
and man descended from earlier animals and 
ultimately single-celled organisms. In midweek 
they switch to an older concept of origins 
— creation. "The Wall Street Journal," in its 
June 15, 1979, issue, comments on one instance 
of this: "The dual approach is well-received in 
this Eastern Iowa town of about 33,000 persons. 
'We want to know all the facts/ one student 
says, 'not just the ones the evolutionists want 
us to hear.' Parents haven't complained either." 
<$> In 1975, a Tennessee statute ordering equal 
time for "Creation as taught in the Book of 
Genesis" was struck down by the U.S. Court 
of Appeals. Such a law had catapulted the 
Bible into the classroom. Efforts to pass new

legislation avoid this, for they seek to teach 
"the Creation as revealed by science." So far, 
no state has passed any of these new bills, even 
though the Bible is not involved in the subject 
inasmuch as only scientific evidence is used as 
proof for creation.
<$> Creationists feel that they are not getting 
a fair shake. "It's the Scopes trial reversed," 
says Ronald Lee, a creationist who heads the 
Iowa State University chapter of Students for 
Origins Research. "Before, they restricted evolu­
tion," he says. "Now, they're restricting Cre­
ation." Creationists with top teaching creden­
tials in science travel to high schools and 
universities to debate the issue with evolutionist 
professors. One science teacher, Robert Sloan, 
professor of paleontology at the University of 
Minnesota, concedes that in these debates "the 
creationists tend to win."
<$> "We win," says Richard Bliss of Creation 
Research Institute, "because the scientific data 
for the Creation model is far better than the 
evolution model. They regress toward the re­
ligious; we stick to the science." They have faith 
in fossils never found, whereas the creationists 
stick to the known facts of genetics.
<$> John Whitehead, a professor of anthropol­
ogy at Ball State University in Indiana, defends 
evolution by a bit of unscientific characteriza­
tion: "People, and especially undergraduate 
students, are willing to accept just about any 
crackpot scheme these days."
<$> The vast majority of people, including under­
graduates, are accepting evolution.

Smithsonian's Evolution Exhibit
Protested

#  In May of this year the Smithsonian Institu­
tion's Museum of Natural History unveiled a 
new permanent exhibition hall on evolution. 
Creationists contend that this use of govern­
ment funds to indoctrinate the masses in the 
evolution religion violates the First Amendment. 
A suit was filed in federal court, the court ruled 
against the creationists, and an appeal is being 
taken.— The New York "Times," May 19, 1979.

AWAKE! —  OCTOBER 22, 1979 23



THEY had just been through a long or­
deal at sea, climaxed by shipwreck. 

Wet and very tired, they all made it safely 
to a beach on the island of Malta. You 
can imagine their appreciation when the 
people of Malta came to their aid, lighting 
a fire to warm them and dry their clothes, 
and to make them feel welcome. A doctor 
who was among these survivors wrote that 
the Maltese showed them “extraordinary 
human kindness.”

That event, which highlighted the hos­
pitality of the Maltese people, took place 
over 19 centuries ago. You can read about 
it in the Bible, chapters 27 and 28 of 
the Acts of Apostles. Has Malta changed 
since that time?

The Island’s Colorful History
Situated right a t the center of the Medi­

terranean, 60 miles (97 km) to the south 
of Sicily and about 220 miles (355 km)
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north of Libya, Malta is thought by many 
to have been the peak of a mountain that 
once existed on a stretch of land that may 
have joined Italy and North Africa. What 
there is now is a group of small islands, 
the largest one of which covers a total 
land area of 95 square miles (246 km2).

Starting with about 800 B.C.E., Malta 
became a trading post on the Phoenician 
copper route from Palestine to Cornwall, 
England. A Phoenician colony took root, 
and it is mainly to this group that the 
present-day Maltese seem to owe their ori­
gins. After a period of Greek rule, Malta 
came under the Romans. Subsequently, it 
was controlled by the Arabs, the Knights 
of St. John, the French in Napoleon’s time, 
and the British. All left evidence of their 
various cultures. Finally, Malta became a 
self-governing republic in December 1973.

Malta’s Modern Role
Malta’s strategic position is again mak­

ing these islands very attractive as a base 
for shipping. Today Malta is offering it­
self as a link for friendly relations between 
European and North African countries.

Also, big freighters from Latin-American 
countries, Australia and the Far East un­
load their cargoes in Malta, to be reloaded 
onto smaller merchant ships that serve the 
Mediterranean region. Thus Malta is be­
coming a prosperous trading post again, 
just as it was 2,000 years ago.

The Maltese Language
The doctor mentioned in the introduc­

tion to this article is the Christian disciple 
Luke who, in Acts chapter 28, verses 1 and 
2, referred to the people of Malta as 
“foreign-speaking people.” Yes, the Mal­
tese speak their own language, Malti, a 
Semitic language that has now incorpo­
rated many modifications from Euro­
pean tongues. It is unique in being the 
only Semitic dialect written in Roman 
characters.

Since the language sounds something like 
Arabic, the speaker of Malti can easily be 
understood by any speaker of Arabic, be 
he from neighboring Libya or Tunisia or 
from distant Lebanon or Egypt. For ex­
ample, the oft uttered word of welcome 
“Mernba” is very similar to the Arabic 
equivalent. Furthermore, English is still 
the official second language in Malta, so 
the vast majority of the Maltese people 
speak English, and many speak Italian too. 
This multilingual ability gives the Maltese 
an added advantage in their expression of 
hospitality.

The present population of about a third 
of a million makes this archipelago nation 
among the most densely populated areas 
in the world, with 1,000 persons per sq. 
km, excluding the thousands of tourists 
who also populate the land. Because of 
this, thousands of Maltese have emigrated, 
and it is estimated that today there are 
more than another third of a million Mal­
tese scattered all over the world, particu­
larly in Australia, Canada and the United 
States.

Tourism
Among Malta’s major industries today 

is tourism. The islands are attractive be­
cause of the sun and the sea. There are 
also places of special interest because of 
their connection with the past. One of 
these is Ghar Dalam.

It is a cave situated at the bottom of 
a dry valley. It is not the stalactites and 
the stalagmites that are of special impor­
tance here, but the bones of animals. These 
are one big heap, right from the entrance 
all the way to the very far end of the 
cave. Bones of animals that do not inhabit 
the island—hippopotamuses, pygmy ele­
phants and red deer—can be seen here. 
Interestingly, no one complete skeleton 
has been discovered at Ghar Dalam, indi­
cating that the carcasses of these animals 
were evidently crushed together as they
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were washed down a onetime torrent val­
ley. When? The only explanation that fits 
the known facts links it with the flood of 
Noah’s day.

Malta’s way of life is similar in many 
ways to that of ancient Palestine. Sheep 
and goats can be seen together in herds, 
as referred to by Jesus. (Matt. 25:32, 33) 
The material used to build houses is the 
same kind of easily cut limestone that was 
used in the building of Solomon’s temple 
3,000 years ago. And around April and 
September some bird trappers may still be 
seen with camouflaged nets snaring some 
of the migratory birds, in a manner like 
that employed when Psalm 91:3 was writ­
ten. This has also been one way in which 
ornithologists have enhanced their under­
standing of bird migration.—See also Jere­
miah 5:26.

The Apostle Paul in Malta
Among those who survived the ship­

wreck on Malta in about 58/59 C.E. was 
the zealous apostle Paul, an outstanding 
exponent of God’s Word. During his three- 
month stay on the island, undoubtedly he 
worked hard to convey the good news from 
the Bible to the then pagan people of 
Malta. Indeed, Paul must have been very

At Home
Imagine living in glacier ice and thriving on 

it! Yet such ice is the cozy home of a little- 
known creature called the ice worm. Belonging 
to the family of segmented worms, this ice­
dwelling creature looks like a miniature earth­
worm, being only 1 to 3 cm (0.4 to one inch) 
long. The glacial home of the ice worm seems 
to be only the coastal glaciers of western North 
America. How do ice worms live?

During the day, Mr. Ice Worm retires deep 
within his icy home, sometimes as deep as 
2 m (6 V2 ft.), moving about the solid glacial 
ice with remarkable ease. At dusk, this crea­
ture of the cold leaves the interior of his icy

popular as he performed acts of healing, 
because when he left we are told tha t he 
was showered with gifts of gratitude. (Acts 
28:9, 10) To this day the apostle Paul is 
held in high esteem among the Maltese 
people. Yet it has been only very recently 
that the Holy Scriptures, from which Paul 
preached, have been made available in 
Malti.

Happily, under the present constitution, 
freedom of religion has been assured in 
predominantly Roman Catholic Malta. 
When you now visit the island you will 
find a thriving congregation of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses holding regular meetings in its 
own Kingdom Hall. The work of the 
preaching of the “good news of the king­
dom,” started here by Paul 19 centuries 
ago, continues to flourish.—Matt. 24:14.

The apostle Paul, the physician Luke 
and their fellow travelers were made very 
welcome back there in the first century 
C.E., not only by officials such as Publius, 
who is mentioned in the account in Acts, 
but also by the common people. The Mal­
tese people today make visitors just as 
welcome as their forebears did in the past, 
for, in Malta, hospitality is still a way of 
life.

in the Ice
home and comes to the surface, looking for 
some delightful tidbits to feed on, perhaps 
snow algae, pollen grains and even snow fleas. 
But the ice worm itself may be detected and 
eaten up by hungry birds that land on glaciers, 
such as snow buntings and palmated plovers. 
As for the coldness of ice, it does not seem to 
bother the ice worm, but heat is deadly; in 
fact, an ice worm disintegrates at 20 degrees C. 
(68 degrees F.). A person who treads a coastal 
glacier in western North America may think 
he is standing only on lifeless ice, but it may 
not be entirely lifeless. At least for the ice 
worm it is a cozy home.

26 AWAKE! —  OCTOBER 22, 1979



The Bible’s View

TO KNOW the cure for crime we 
need to know the cause. The 

Bible reveals its cause. Crime is a 
symptom of what is called sin, 
which, in turn, was caused when 
a rebelling heavenly son of God in­
duced man to disobey the law of 
his Creator. Accordingly, ever since 
that first act of disobedience in the 
garden of Eden, mankind has been 
sick—physically, morally and spiri­
tually, despite his many technical 
and scientific achievements.

But why today’s sudden upsurge 
of crime? Something that happened 
during the lifetime of Noah, some 
4,400 years ago, sheds light on the 
matter. He lived during an era so 
marked by violence that this fact 
comes in for special mention. The 
Genesis report says that the Cre­
ator of mankind “saw that the bad­
ness of man was abundant in the 
earth” and tells us that “the earth 
became filled with violence.” (Gen. 
6:5, 11) How very similar to our 
day, someone may say.

Yes, very much like our day. In 
fact, Jesus drew a parallel between 
those days of Noah and the time 
of his future invisible presence at 
the end of this present wicked sys­
tem of things, saying: “Just as the 
days of Noah were, so the presence 
of the Son of man will be.” (Matt. 
24:37) In verse 12 of the same

Can Crime and Violence 
Ever Be Eliminated?

prophecy he spoke about an “increasing of law­
lessness” that would cause “the love of the 
greater number” to cool off. This increase or 
upsurge in lawlessness—call it crime and violence 
if you like—is particularly characteristic of these 
two periods of time, the one just prior to the 
Flood and the one during “the presence of the 
Son of man.” Could the reason in both cases be 
the same? The Bible indicates that it is.

Why Today’s Sudden Upsurge?
Genesis chapter 6 tells us that before the Flood 

invisible sons of God, angels, left their rightful 
position in heaven, materialized human bodies and 
married women on earth. They brought forth a 
hybrid race, their progeny being called Nephilim, 
meaning, most likely, “fellers” or “those who 
cause others to fall down.” Since their coming to 
earth was out of harmony with God’s purpose, 
it could hardly be expected to result in good, nor 
did it. An increase in violence, in keeping with 
the meaning of the name Nephilim, was the direct 
result. Yes, disobedient heavenly sons of God on 
earth were chiefly responsible for the upsurge of 
crime and violence in pre-Flood days. Has any­
thing similar happened in our days? Yes.

According to Bible prophecy, the “presence of 
the Son of man,” likened to the days of Noah, 
would begin at the end of the “appointed times 
of the nations,” a set period of time during which 
God would permit faithless men to experiment 
with man rule to their own detriment. (Luke 21: 
24; see also Ecclesiastes 8:9.) At the conclusion 
of this time, after man’s failure to rule himself 
successfully, God would step in and set up His 
government with the glorified Jesus Christ as 
ruler. Bible chronology and the fulfillment of Bible 
prophecies coincide in marking the year 1914 C.E. 
as the time when this happened.

What invisibly took place, we read about in
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Revelation 12:9-12: “Down the great drag­
on was hurled, the original serpent, the 
one called Devil and Satan, who is mis­
leading the entire inhabited earth; he was 
hurled down to the earth, and his angels 
were hurled down with him. And I heard 
a loud voice in heaven say: ‘Now have 
come to pass the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God and the au­
thority of his Christ, because the accuser 
of our brothers has been hurled down, who 
accuses them day and night before our 
God! . . . On this account be glad, you 
heavens and you who reside in them! Woe 
for the earth and for the sea, because the 
Devil has come down to you, having great 
anger, knowing he has a short period of 
time.’ ”

After awaiting world rulership at his 
Father’s right hand for almost 1,900 years, 
Christ was now authorized to act against 
Satan. And act he did by hurling the Devil 
and his demons out of the invisible heav­
ens down to the earth. From now on, the 
Devil, although still invisible, was to have 
his field of activity limited to the earth.

The angels of Noah’s days left heaven 
and came down to the earth of their own 
choice; the Devil and his demons in this 
time of the end have had no choice in the 
matter. They were simply evicted! The an­
gels of Noah’s days were able to materi­
alize human bodies on earth to enjoy illic­
it pleasures; the Devil and his demons in 
this time of the end have been unable to 
do so. Is it any wonder then that their 
frustration, anger and fear of impending 
judgment have driven them to influence 
men and organizations to acts of crime 
and violence of even greater magnitude 
than those of Noah’s days? How true the 
words: “Woe for the earth”!

But Christ’s long-range prophecy ends 
on a positive note as we read in the par­
allel account of it at Luke 21:25-28 (as 
quoted from The New English Bible): 
“Portents will appear in sun, moon, and

stars. On earth nations will stand helpless, 
not knowing which way to turn from the 
roar and surge of the sea; men will faint 
with terror at the thought of all that is 
coming upon the world; for the celestial 
powers will be shaken. And then they will 
see the Son of Man coming on a cloud 
with great power and glory. When all this 
begins to happen, stand upright and hold 
your heads high, because your liberation 
is near.”

How encouraging to hear Jesus’ prom­
ise that the conditions that have caused 
nations to faint with terror at the thought 
of where the world is headed are in re­
ality an indication that better times are 
on the way, that liberation from these 
things is near! The hurling of Satan and 
his demons to the earth is a first step 
in a liberation that the Bible shows will 
bring about a completely new system of 
things in “this generation.”—Matt. 24:34.

Until that promised liberation comes, 
and as Satan’s time grows shorter, we can 
be sure that today’s mounting wave of 
crime and violence will sweep many per­
sons off their feet and suck them into its 
powerful undertow. But this need not hap­
pen to you.

Show by words and action that you un­
equivocally stand opposed to lawlessness 
and disobedience to God of every kind and 
that you put full faith in his provision for 
life through Jesus Christ. This will provide 
God with a basis for granting you the 
opportunity to live forever in the crime- 
free world that he will soon establish. In 
the meantime apply sound Bible principles 
to protect yourself as best you can.

Today’s upsurge of crime and violence 
will soon end. Beyond it will be the securi­
ty of God’s righteous system. Would you 
like to learn more about it? Ask any of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in your locality or 
write to the publishers of this magazine 
and we will gladly arrange for a qualified 
person to call on you, free of charge.
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Upsurge in Violent Crime 
<$> Law-enforcement officials in 
the United States express deep 
concern about a new wave of 
violent crime throughout the 
country. The Federal Bureau 
of Investigation reported a 17- 
percent increase in all types 
of violent crime during the 
first three months of 1979 com­
pared to the same period in 
1978. That is the biggest jump 
in four years. Robbery in­
creased 19 percent, aggravated 
assault 17, forcible rape 11, 
and murder 9 percent. The in­
creases were reported in every 
section of the country, in cities 
of all sizes and in country 
areas as well. And in Britain, 
the D a ily  M a il quoted Prince 
Philip, who spoke of the “ava­
lanche of lawlessness threat­
ening to engulf our civilisa­
tion.” He observed that the 
crime statistics in Britain were 
“sobering, puzzling and de­
pressing.”

Old Methods Save Energy 
Greater use is being made 

of windmills to pump water, 
s a v in g  electricity costs and 
fuel. At one time windmills 
were a standard means for 
pum ping w ater from  the  
ground in many lands, both 
for private use and for wa­
tering livestock. But electric 
pumps brought a decline in 
their use. Now, with the high 
cost of electricity and fuel, 
more people, particularly in
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rural areas, are in sta llin g  
water-pumping windmills. The 
initial cost is more than made 
up in time by not having to 
pay electricity costs, and main­
tenance is minimal.

Before the advent of air 
conditioning, ceiling fans with 
large blades were popular. 
Now interest in them is being 
revived because of the energy 
problem. They can operate for 
about the same cost as a 60- 
watt light bulb. One manu­
facturer stated: “Our business 
is 68 times what it was just 
a few years ago.” He noted 
that a ceiling fan can supple­
m ent air conditioning, for  
when the thermostat is set at 
80 degrees (26.7 degrees C.) 
the fan “can make it seem  
like 72.”

Two More Smoking Hazards
<$> Years ago it was clearly 
established that smoking ciga­
rettes causes lung cancer and 
other diseases. It also has 
been established that pregnant 
women who smoke jeopardize 
their unborn infants. Recent­
ly, two more hazards have 
come to light:

In Geneva, World Health 
Organization experts say that 
men who smoke may be en­
dangering their unborn chil­
dren. Toxicology researcher 
H elm ut Greim of Munich 
stated: “There is an increase 
in prenatal mortality where 
fathers smoke, and it is essen­

tial for people to realize that 
not only smoking mothers 
should be careful.” The scien­
tist says that cigarette smoke 
contains mutagens that pro­
duce genetic changes in sper­
matozoa, so that those who 
smoke regularly increase the 
infant mortality rate of their 
offspring.

At the Massachusetts Insti­
tute of Technology and also at 
the Harvard School of Public 
Health, research has clarified 
the puzzle as to why asbestos 
workers who smoke have such 
a sharply greater risk of can­
cer. It is because smoking re­
duces the ability of the lungs 
to clear themselves of inhaled 
airborne impurities such as 
asbestos fibers. Experiments 
established that half of the 
dust inhaled by smokers re­
mained in their lungs after 12 
months, but only 10 percent 
of the dust inhaled by non- 
smokers remained in their 
lungs after the same period. 
The researchers said that this 
demonstrated “a dramatic sep­
aration between smokers and 
non-smokers.”

Blood Bank Sued
<$> The O klahom a Supreme 
Court held, in an 8-1 decision, 
that a woman stricken with 
h ep atitis  a fter  receiving a 
blood transfusion from a paid 
donor has the right to sue 
the blood bank. The woman 
claimed that the risk of such 
hepatitis has been recognized 
for years by the medical pro­
fession and the blood-banking 
industry, and the court agreed.

Crushing Tibet’s Buddhism
<$> Since the occupation of Ti­
bet by Communist Chinese 
forces in 1951, the once domi­
nant Buddhist religion is being 
crushed. The New York T im e s  
reports: “The all-powerful La­
m aist theocracy th at long  
ruled Tibet has been trans­
formed into a virtual museum 
piece.” Before Communist con­
trol, there were 110,000 lamas 
(Buddhist monks) in Tibet. 
Now there are only 2,000. The 
number of Buddhist monas-

29



teries has been reduced from 
2,464 to only 10. The Drepung 
monastery, located on the out- 
skirt of Lhasa, the capital of 
Tibet, once had 10,000 resident 
monks, and owned estates that 
had 25,000 serfs. Now there 
are only 270 lamas in Drepung, 
with no serfs to do their work. 
The able-bodied lamas them­
selves must work the fields for 
their food. One of them de­
clared: “I believe that in a 
definite period of time, religion 
will die out.”

Breast-feeding: Mixed Picture 
<§> In many of the undevel­
oped, Third World countries 
the breast-feeding of infants 
is on the decline. It is re­
ported that in Singapore about 
70 percent of babies used to be 
breast-fed, but now only an 
estimated 15 percent are. One 
reason given is that infant- 
formula manufacturers in such 
lands have launched intensive 
advertising campaigns to try 
to convince m others that 
bottle-feeding is better. How­
ever, in many poor lands, 
some mothers overdilute the 
formula, resulting in malnu­
trition for the infant. Too, the 
water is often polluted, con­
taminating the bottle and the 
nipple as well. In contrast, the 
trend in the United States is 
to go back to breast-feeding. 
And the American Academy of 
Pediatrics announced that one 
of its major goals would be to 
urge all mothers to breast­
feed their babies where pos­
sible. Not only is it healthier 
for the baby and the mother, 
but, as Dr. John Kennell of 
Case Western Reserve Univer­
sity stated, it is “the most 
powerful way to forge a strong 
bond between mother and in­
fant.”

A Contrast in Attendance
<$> The number of Germans 
regularly attending church has 
dropped sharply in the last 
15 years. A survey sponsored 
by the newspaper F r a n k f u r te r  
A l l g e m e i n e  Z e i t u n g  reveals  
that the drop among Catholics
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was from 55 to 32 percent, 
and among Lutherans from 48 
to 26 percent. Attendance by 
young people between the ages 
of 16 and 25 is even lower now: 
18 percent among Catholics 
and 4 percent among Luther­
ans. The study revealed that 
many people consider church 
services to be unrelated to 
“real life.” This despite at­
tempts by the churches to 
draw them back with jazz, pop 
music and other “superficial 
reforms of accommodation,” 
as the paper calls them.

Interestingly, Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses have refused to intro­
duce any “superficial reforms 
of accommodation” into their 
worship. Yet the three weekly 
meetings they hold had an 
average attendance through­
out the year of 87, 91 and 98 
percent, respectively, of the 
total number of Witnesses 
living in the Federal Republic 
of Germany, about a third of 
whom are younger than 35. 
Why the difference? Apparent­
ly many young people are 
being drawn to God by the 
marvelous hope and the logi­
cal answers the Bible gives.

Life-saving Pigeons
Pigeons are being trained 

to spot the in ternational 
orange color used in life rafts 
and life jackets. Their long- 
range vision is much better 
than that of humans, so they 
are being used in rescue heli­
copters, carried in specially 
built cages. Once the pigeons 
spot a target, they are trained 
to peck at a switch that re­
leases food as a reward. The 
switch also activates a signal 
light for the pilot, telling him 
that a target has been sighted. 
During recent tests, the pi­
geons spotted the targets on 
the first try 96 percent of the 
time, compared to 35 percent 
for human spotters.

Dangerous Reducing Method
<$> One drastic method of re­
ducing weight is by surgically 
removing a large portion of 
the food-absorbing intestine. 
However, this technique may

lead to serious complications. 
A team of scientists in En­
gland and Wales found that 
younger patients undergoing 
this bypass method have a 
much higher risk of getting a 
form of rickets, a bone dis­
ease. Of 21 patients who had 
the reducing surgery, 10 de­
veloped symptoms.

Tap-Water Electricity
<$> Two Australians say that 
they have invented an emer­
gency ligh t that runs o ff  
household tap water. The de­
vice consists of a small hydro­
electric generator that runs 
off the pressure of any house­
hold tap. The generator sup­
plies two small light bulbs 
with a 12-volt DC charge, 
enough light, it is said, for 
reading. The amount of water 
used for one hour’s light was 
about the same as two flushes 
of a toilet.

Deadly Alcohol Abuse
<§> Alcohol abuse is the num­
ber one cause of death among 
persons aged 15 to 24 in the 
United States. Statistics show 
that in this age group 60 per­
cent of motor-vehicle d e a th s  
are due to alcohol abuse. It 
was also listed as the main 
factor in 69 percent of drown­
ing victims and in 86 percent 
of murders.

Bible City Found?
<$> The newspaper D ie  W e l t  in 
the Federal Republic of Ger­
many reported: “Remnants of 
B iblical T im na—the p lace  
where Israelite judge and free­
dom fighter Samson killed the 
lion—have been found in the 
Holy Land’s coastal plain near 
the old Pass Road between 
Jaffa and Jerusalem. In the 
bottom layer remnants of a 
Canaanite city destroyed by 
fire around 1200 B.C.E. have 
been found.” The paper con­
tinued: “A clay tablet proves 
that the Philistines, until now 
thought to be illiterate, were 
able to write. After its Philis­
tine period Timna came under 
King David’s rulership. The 
m ost recent archaeological
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findings indicate the existence 
of a Jewish settlement there 
d u rin g  th e  f i f t h  c e n tu r y  
B.C.E."

China Releases Statistics
<$> China recently released the 
first official statistics on its 
economy, after 20 years of not 
publishing such information. 
The nation's population is re­
ported to be 958 million. The 
figures also reveal that China 
produces more grain than does 
any other country, is third in 
the production of coal and 
fifth in steel.

Watching an Island Grow
<§> Over the course of a week's 
flights, a pilot for Air Tonga 
in the South Pacific reports 
that he watched an area of 
smoke and steam bubbling out 
of the sea develop into a large 
island. The airline pilot said 
that as the new volcanic island
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rose in the center of the Tonga 
island chain, it “was hurling 
small rocks as high as 500 
feet [150 m]." At first he saw  
only the green outline of a 
m ountain peak under the  
steaming surface. “The green 
was about two miles [3 km] in 
diameter on Thursday," he re­
lated. “By the next day it was 
about five miles [8 km]. On 
Saturday it had grown to 
about seven miles [11 km] in 
diameter. On Sunday the is­
land had emerged and was 
about 10 miles [16 km] in 
diameter."

Pornography's Product
<$> Are some who read pornog­
raphy influenced to commit 
sexual crimes? A 16-year-old 
English youth recently brought 
before the St. Albans Crown 
Court admitted raping a 14- 
year-old girl after reading a 
pornographic magazine. The 
prosecutor said that the young

man had become aroused by 
the magazine and carried out 
a “brutal, sadistic and pre­
meditated rape." And the de­
fense counsel said: “Both the 
victim and the perpetrator of 
this crime are victims of the 
pornography. The people who 
publish these magazines have 
a lot to answer for."

Most Dangerous Sport
<$> In 1977 and 1978, bicycles 
retained a firm grip on first 
place as the source of the 
greatest number of injuries in 
the United States. Data from 
the National Electronic Injury 
Surveillance System showed 
that last year 446,878 were in­
volved in bicycle injuries, 399,- 
874 in baseball, 394,827 in foot­
ball, and 349,760 in basketball. 
The figures also showed that 
155,158 were injured using 
playground equipm ent, and 
103,893 due to snow skiing.
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