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Do We Need the

Legal

"“The first thing we do, let's kill all the
lawyers,” was the proposal in one of
Shakespeare's plays. And lves, the patron
saint of French lawyers; was described in
the 13th century as ‘a lawyer but no
crook, a thing which astonished the
people.’

Negative views of lawyers and legal
systems are as old as history. But such
one-sided (and often amusing) quips are
not altogether fair.! Many lawyers are
conscientious and knowledgeable men
who use their abilities to help deserving
people who are in trouble, f

Obviously lawyers and legal systems
cannot aure all the ills of modern civiliza- -
tion. If the legal system is not; wholly
satisfactory, consider the words of a
Canadian judge: "Confusion in|he judi-
cial system reflects the confusion flf
society.” Like all human Institutions,
legal systems have a good Side and a
bad side.

On the bad side, law enforcement is
irregular and often ineffective. Statistics
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show cluttered courts, expensive lawyers,
unequal justice, unpunished criminals, a
rising crime rate. Public confidence ebbs.
On the good side, laws and law
enforcement are essential to maintaining
an orderly society. They benefit all the
people, not just those who go to court.
The fact that there is law enforcement,
even with its weaknesses, does act as a
measure of restraint on many potential
lawbreakers. As a result, the person and
property of most people in civilized
communities are relatively safe. Com-
mercial business is able to function,
producing goods and foodstuffs,
the legal system enforces contracts and
payment of debts. Murderers, robbers
and vandals are at least restricted, if not
effectively halted, in their evil practices.
Thus if becomes apparent that, al-
though often taken for granted, the legal
profession and the law offer valuable
services to humanity. Even so, the courts,
judges arid lawyers are held in low
esteem by many. Why?



Why Lawyers
Are under,

N 1978, a Pennsylvania judge, Lois G. Forer, in
I an article entitled “The Law: Excessive Prom-
ise and Inadequate Fulfillment,” wrote: “The le-
gal profession is today at an all time low in public
esteem . . . Disillusionment and dissatisfaction
with the administration of justice strike at the
very heart of our national well-being and vitality.”

In England, too, critics raise serious guestions.
The introduction to a study of the legal system
there asserts:

“We are taught to have a confident faith in
British justice . . . We argue that there are some
who never obtain justice.”

Lawyers are influential at all levels of govern-
ment—in the legislature, in administration, on the
bench and at the bar. They also have a monopoly
on the practice of law. So the legal profession has
to accept some measure of responsibility for le-
gitimate complaints. Consider some of the more
common charges:

‘ OneLaw for the Rich, One for the

Back in 1905, U.S. President Theodore Roose-
velt said:

“Many of the most influential and most highly
[paid] members of the bar . . . work out bold and
ingenious schemes by which their very wealthy
clients . . . can evade the laws which are made to
regulate in the interest of the public.”

Almost six decades later, little had changed
when Attorney General Robert Kennedy said:
“Lawyers must bear the responsibility for per-
mitting the growth and continuance of two sys-
tems of law—one for the rich, one for the poor.”

Of course, lawyers are not responsible for the
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fact that there are rich and poor
in this world. And they are by no
means the only ones whose pro-
fessional services often cost more
than an average working person can
afford. But the cost of professional
legal services often does put justice
beyond the reach of the poor, or
even the average wage earner.
As a New York Times news anal-
ysis of the legal profession ob-
served: “Critics, both in and out-
side the profession, contend that
there is too much law and too many
lawyers and that lawyers are pric-
ing themselves out of the market.”
And Chief Judge Charles D. Breitel
of the New York State Court of
Appeals, speaking of those lawyers
that “just grab, grab, grab,” warned
that “they may be killing the goose
that lays the golden egg.”
Attempts to rectify the inequities
caused by high-priced legal help,
such as legal-aid systems, have had
mixed success. In correcting some
inequities, they may create others.
In England and the United States,
the result often has been that only
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the very rich and the very poor can afford
to go to court. Many times the middle class
that does not qualify for legal aid finds
legal services beyond its means.

Slow, Complex Court Proceedings

The complexity of modern society and
the growing number of laws combine to
multiply problems and strain court facili-
ties as never before. The slowness of the
system often discourages those who use it.
As Chief Justice Warren Burger of the U.S.
Supreme Court said: “People with prob-
lems, like people with pain, want relief,
and they want
it as quickly
and inexpen-
sively as possi-
ble.” Yet these
goals are sel-
dom reached,
which contrib-
utes to criti-
cism of the law and legal institutions.

Drawing attention to another cause of
resentment, Time magazine cites a former
presidential aide, attorney Fred Dutton,
who says: “Lawyers are paid to compli-
cate, to keep a dispute alive, to make
everything technical.” He notes that one
suit over proper labeling of peanut-butter
jars took 12 years, involving 75,000 pages
of documents and a 24,000-page transcript!
This is not to say that all lawyers make
a practice of this, but serious abuses oc-
cur often enough to create an impression
that is detrimental to the profession.

Some lawyers may take on too many
cases and take steps to advance each law-
suit only when the client calls. One prac-
titioner admitted: “If the client keeps af-
ter his lawyer, it can mean a difference
of months of waiting time saved.” If you
have that kind of lawyer and if you want
your case to proceed rapidly, you may need
to keep calling him. On the other hand,
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“People with
people with

inexpensively as

Warren Burger.

and they want it as quickly and

— U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice

it may be that your lawyer needs fuller
cooperation from you to expedite matters.
Have you given him all the information
he needs? Do you pay him on time?

Conscientious lawyers who work effi-
ciently at reasonable cost for the interests
of their clients can be a real source of
peace of mind and bring credit to their
profession. However, even such men must
operate within imperfect legal systems that
may promote moral injustices due to their
very nature.

Adversary System: Obstruction to Justice
Have you
ever felt a
sense of frus-
tration when
hearing of an
apparent mis-
carriage of jus-
tice in the
court system?
This may be owing to the fact that at the
heart of Anglo-American jurisprudence is
the adversary system. This system is based
on the theory that justice and truth will
emerge from the clash between two oppos-
ing viewpoints. Of this system, New York
lawyer Abraham Pomerantz observed:
“We boast about it, but it’s a very mis-
chievous system designed not to achieve
but to frustrate the truth. Each side pulls
out the facts that help and ignores those
that don’t. Out of that come confusion and
distortion, and the cleverer guy wins.”

Each side has a lawyer to fight for his
client. In many cases there is no clear-
cut moral right or wrong on either side.
But the adversary system tends to ignore
moral positions and to encourage lawyers
to fight for whoever pays their fees.

“So lawyers who belong to a public pro-
fession with broad social responsibilities,”
writes Wellesley College law professor
Jerold S. Auerbach, “proclaim client loy-
alty as their highest obligation (when
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they really cherish loyalty to a client’s
fee).” This, he goes on to show, points
up a fundamental flaw in the adversary
system: It “is ill equipped to consider the
social good, beyond the implicit assumption
that every fight and any winner is good
for society.”

This helps one to understand how, from
the layman’s standpoint, seemingly ab-
surd court decisions can arise. The lofty
ideals in statutes designed to give every
possible defense to the innocent and pro-
tect the honest can be used very effective-
ly by clever lawyers to help the guilty
and the dishonest as well. This is a para-
dox of man-made legal systems for which
lawyers cannot be held wholly responsible.
Though justice is the ideal, what often
happens in practice among imperfect hu-
mans is that the concept of moral right
and wrong is replaced with what is “legal.”
Describing what he as a law professor
sees taking place, Jerold Auerbach says:

“Each year almost 100,000 [American]
students are taught to think like lawyers.

Teaching someone who for twenty-one

years has thought like a person to think

like a lawyer is no mean achievement. The
lesson requires suspension of belief that
right and wrong have any meaning beyond

what the adversary process and legal sys-
tem decide.”

The Lawyer’'s Dilemma

Such a viewpoint toward moral values
in legal training poses a dilemma for con-
scientious law students. “lI am troubled
that Harvard [Law School] pays only
minimal attention to ethics in the training
of future lawyers,” wrote a graduating
law student in an essay published in the
New York Times. “In the field of legal and
personal ethics, we are left to our own
instincts—in my own case, inadequately
examined instincts.”

Another aspect of the lawyer’s moral
dilemma is voiced by New York criminal
lawyer Seymour Wishman: “Fighting as
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vigorously and resourcefully as possible
to win for one’s client is in the highest
tradition of the profession. The less wor-
thy the client, the more noble the effort.”

Lawyers who subscribe to this principle
may defend people whom they personally
know to be criminals of the worst kind,
or serve the business or other interests of
clients who have morally questionable
goals. “Many of my clients are monsters
who have done monstrous things,” admits
lawyer Wishman. “Although occasionally
not guilty of the crime charged, nearly all
my clients have been guilty of something.”
Many such persons are free to prey on so-
ciety because they have obtained the ser-
vices of a “good” lawyer.

Said a Texas prosecutor of one such
lawyer: “He’s good, he’s very good. But
on account of him, there are a couple dozen
people walking free in Texas who wouldn't
blink before blowing somebody’s head off.
He’s a menace to society.”

This noted lawyer’s response illustrates
the moral weakness of present imperfect
human legal systems: “I sleep fine at night.
It isn’t my job to be judge and jury, but
to do the best | can on behalf of the citi-
zen accused.” Yet there are lawyers who
do grapple with this moral quandary.

Many lawyers, however, have evidently
concluded that the right thing is to avoid
making any personal moral judgments,
instead letting the legal process itself be
the final arbiter—right or wrong. Whether
lawyers, with their special knowledge of
client matters, should properly act in be-
half of those whom they personally know
to be wrong is a dilemma of the profession.

In the view of some, the trend in legal
practice seems to be to make use of any
“technical” defense available on behalf of
one’s client, whether he is innocent or
guilty. But lawyers may reply: ‘Why are
we to be condemned because we use the
rules that have been established by law?’
The answer goes back to that moral dilem-
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ma that faces those in the legal profession.

However, it also needs to be observed
that, without a doubt, such technicalities
have saved many honest and innocent per-
sons from miscarriages of justice. In some
cases the lawyers who handled the cases
were convinced that their clients were in-
nocent, and that is why they used all the
means legally available to help them. Had
they not, innocent persons might have
been condemned.

Nevertheless, many feel that the situ-

ation is as U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Harry Blackmun has said: “The balance
has been missing. The compass has been
askew.” He urged the legal profession to
renew its commitment to “what is just
and moral as well as barely legal.”

In the meantime people may need to
avail themselves of the wide variety of
beneficial services that are provided by
the law or lawyers. What is the best way
to take advantage of the services available?
The next article will consider this.

HAT do you do when faced

with a legal problem?
You may quickly realize the
need for skilled help.

Suppose your car has been
stolen and run into a tree.
The thief is in prison, but
now who pays to repair the
car? And for the rental car that
you need in the meantime?

Perhaps your son has been ar-
rested. Apparently it is a mistake.
How can you get him released pend-
ing investigation? How do you prove
that he was not the guilty party?

How does a deserted wife get
maintenance for herself and the
children? If divorced, how can she
be sure there will be equitable di-
vision of the family assets, includ-
ing the home?

AWAKE! — MARCH 8, 1979

A man has died leaving a widow and three
children. He had a small business. The busi-
ness, now under control of the former fore-
man, soon starts losing money. What should
the widow do to prevent the business and
the husband’s estate from being swamped by
debts?

The problems that people have, both de-
served and undeserved, are unending. Some ter-
rible things can happen to those who do not
know how to protect themselves. A competent
lawyer may be able to find a solution to prob-
lems such as these and many other legal ques-
tions that can plague people in today’s complex
world.

Why a Lawyer Can Help

A lawyer spends years at law school to gain
a basic understanding of the legal system. After
that his experience in actual practice helps him
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to solve many problems effectively. An-
other asset that a respected lawyer may
come to have is the trust of officials, judges
and businessmen in his integrity and good
judgment. Behind him, too, may be a back-
up system—partners for consultation, a
library of legal references, younger law-
yers, secretaries—all part of the legal or-
ganization needed to get things done.

Hence, it is not just time that a lawyer
has to offer. All his assets must be con-
sidered when setting legal fees. So it would
be unfair to criticize a lawyer’s fee merely
because you do not understand or see ev-
erything that he does for his clients.

Before choosing a lawyer to help you
with your particular problem, you should
have some understanding of the different
fields of law so you can ask whether your
case is within his type of practice. The
complexity of present-day life and business
affairs has led to increasing specialization
in legal practice. A lawyer who was ef-
fective in purchasing your friend’s house
or probating a will may not be the right
man to conduct a personal-injury suit or
a malpractice action.

The Different Fields of Law

One field of law involves transactions
where there is no argument, such as buy-
ing and selling houses, making wills, ad-
ministering estates, financial settlements
arising from uncontested divorce; and, in
the commercial world, incorporating com-
panies, loaning and collecting money, mak-
ing contracts, and so forth. Such legal
matters seldom go to court and are classi-
fied as uncontested or “noncontentious.”

In England and certain other countries,
the legal profession is divided into two
sections, barristers and solicitors. Solici-
tors are office lawyers; barristers plead in
court. Where the profession is thus di-
vided, lawyers are not allowed to practice
in both capacities. However, in the United
States, they may.

Questions and disputes that normally
have to go to court because the parties
cannot agree come under another field
—*“contentious civil law.” This includes
motor-accident cases, contested divorces,
enforcement of contracts and other mat-
ters that involve disagreements. Disputes
with governmental bodies over taxation,
zoning, building permits and business li-
censes are also areas of contentious civil
law.

The loser in such cases can be ordered
to pay money to the winner, or, to hand
over a car or a piece of property. But the
civil judgment is against his assets. He
cannot be sent to prison if he does not
have the money.

Criminal law covers threats to the pub-
lic: theft, fraud, violence, trafficking in
drugs, murder, and so forth. Punishment
can be by fines, imprisonment, or even
death. Enforcement of criminal law in re-
ality provides the shelter that protects so-
ciety from the storm of lawlessness that
could otherwise destroy public order.

Finding the Lawyer That You Need

If you need a lawyer and do not know
one, make some judicious inquiries. Do
not be uneasy about asking questions. You
could call the bar association or legal-aid
office, if there is one. Often, a local busi-
nessman, a tax consultant or a personal
acquaintance may be able to direct you
to a lawyer with the needed skills. Or you
could telephone some law firms to ask
what type of law they practice. In some
places, lawyers can now legally advertise
their specialties, even showing price scales.

If you make an appointment to see a
lawyer, do not feel obliged to retain the
first one you meet. Briefly outline your
problem and see what he proposes. You
can reflect on the matter or even inter-
view another practitioner before deciding
whom to use. However, you may be
charged a consultation fee for your first
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interview, depending on the amount of
time taken.

Do not feel awkward about finding out
what the lawyer proposes to charge for
his service. Would you buy a car without
asking the price? For ordinary business
law such as a house purchase or the in-
corporating of a company, there should
be no problem in deciding what the charge
will be. But a lawsuit, for example, involves
many uncertainties, so an exact figure usu-
ally cannot be supplied at the outset. Even
so, the lawyer
should be able to
approximate at least
the range of costs,
and also the rate
that isto be charged.

Beware of the
lawyer who prom-
ises too much in the
way of sure success in a contentious case.
Lawsuits are uncertain at best. Also be-
ware of the lawyer who agrees to work for
fees that are too low: he may be incom-
petent or not intending to give proper at-
tention to your problem.

In many cities legal clinics are spring-
ing up. They offer routine legal services
at lower prices, which they say are pos-
sible because of high volume and stream-
lined procedures. These clinics are often
criticized by orthodox lawyers on the
grounds that quality may be sacrificed at
such low prices.

However, a recent University of Miami
study of one law clinic’s customers con-
cluded that “quality need not drop and
may even increase” in some cases. “To the
extent that, for example, the clinic in-
creases specialization and better control
over caseload,” said law professor Timo-
thy Muris, “quality may increase.” But
for some persons the emotional outlet and
support offered by a more personally
oriented attorney at a distressing time in
their lives may be worth the extra cost.
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Do not hesitate to ask questions:
Determine the field of law the
lawyer practices; see what he
purposes to do; find out what
he plans to charge.

How You Can Help Yourself

Can you be your own lawyer? The na-
ture of the problem and your own per-
sonality and abilities will determine. If you
have no previous experience and the case
is important, such as divorce, custody,
serious accident, or if a large sum of mon-
ey is involved, then you ought to be cau-
tious.

Another thing to consider is that one of
the fundamental reasons for using an at-
torney is to have someone not emotionally
involved and who
can view the cir-
cumstances objec-
tively. Emotions can

becloud the issues
and a person’s judg-
ment.

There can also be
pitfalls in such mat-
ters as wills; these could even result in
a lost bequest. Sometimes the cost of us-
ing a lawyer’s special knowledge is covered
many times over by the money saved in
the outcome. So it is wise not to overesti-
mate your own abilities when deciding
whether to do it yourself.

But if you feel that yours is a matter that
you can handle mentally and emotionally,
then necessary blank forms can be pur-
chased at any law stationers. In certain
noncontentious matters, there are “how
to” books, even complete self-help pack-
ets, available.

Should you get the case started and
later find it too complex, it may still be
possible to obtain a lawyer to overcome
the difficulty or conduct the remainder of
the case. However, a lawyer with experi-
ence in such matters cautions: “It almost
always costs less to get the proper guid-
ance in the initial stages of a matter than
to get it straightened out after the dam-
age has been done.”

If your proceeding involves a relatively
small amount of money and is in the small

9



claims court, you may decide to conduct
your own case. In lower courts proceedings
are less rigid. But it is often helpful to
go to the court some time before your trial
and watch how things are done. Many
judges are kind to those trying to conduct
their own cases.

A beneficiary of an estate thought that
the lawyer’s fee charged to the estate was
unreasonable. The young man talked it
over with a lawyer friend who pointed out
where the charges were too high. After
careful preparation, he went to court him-
self. He was well prepared, determined

and unafraid. The judge reduced the law-
yer’s fee by $6,000 (U.S.).

So, in some circumstances, you can help
yourself, acting as your own lawyer.
Nevertheless, in many circumstances a
lawyer’s expertise and services can be in-
dispensable; and you may find the fore-
going information helpful in wisely select-
ing a lawyer when you do need one.

Will there ever be a time when no one
needs a lawyer, when the legal profession
as we know it ceases to exist? The next
article discusses how, even now, strides
in this direction are being taken.

Living with Law -
Now and Forever

HERE are extremists who have adopt-
Ted a negative and destructive attitude
toward law in some countries. Neverthe-
less, though legal systems have many weak-
nesses, fair-minded people recognize the
benefits that even these imperfect systems
bring to the nations. The law and the
courts certainly provide a means for cor-
recting many injustices. Serious and con-
scientious judges have offered much wis-
dom and discernment in resolving legal
problems.

Even the Bible recognizes the right of
nations to make and enforce laws for the
good of the people:

“Good behaviour is not afraid of mag-
istrates; only criminals have anything to
fear . . . The state is there to serve God
for your benefit. If you break the law, how-
ever, you may well have fear.”—Rom. 13:
3, 4, The Jerusalem Bible.

Accordingly, good citizens appreciate
the contribution that law makes to public
welfare. They do what they can to assist
police, judges and other conscientious of-
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ficials to maintain law and order, thereby
contributing to an orderly society.

Staying Out of Court

Another contribution that citizens can
make is in the matter of resolving disputes
and problems where possible without bur-
dening the legal system. In fact, many
disputes could be avoided in the first place
merely by making a written record of
agreements. It is too easy for conversations
to be forgotten or misunderstood. A memo-
randum of agreement need not be a com-
plicated contract drawn up by a lawyer.
The house owner can simply write the
other party, for example, a painter (or, a
carpenter, a mechanic, a plumber) stating:
“This is to confirm our conversation of
last Thursday in which you agreed to
paint my house with two coats of white
latex paint and the trim with green. You
are to supply the paint of good quality.
The work is to be completed before the
end of July 1979, for the sum of $750.00
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payable on completion.” A simple note of
this kind would prevent much needless
and unhappy contention.

But when problems do arise, many peo-

ple in developed nations, and the United
States in particular, seem to think that
going to court is the best solution. “Can
it actually be good
for a society to be
quick to quarrel in
court?” asks Co-
lumbia University
law professor Mau-
rice Rosenberg.
“Americans increas-
ingly define as legal
problems many
forms of hurts and
distresses they once
would have accepted
as endemic to an
imperfect world.”

There are many
problems that the
law simply cannot rectify. A court may or-
der a man to give money for the support of
his family, but it cannot force him to
keep working so he has money. The law
cannot force either a man or a woman to
show to their children the love, kindness
and warmth that make a happy and bal-
anced home. These essentially human
areas of responsibility can be covered only
by willing individuals themselves.

Why call in lawyers and judges to de-
cide questions that sensible people should
be deciding for themselves? By going to
law, people often evade their own basic
human responsibility to be fair, reasonable
and kind to their fellowman. (Matt. 22:
39) When this happens it can truly be
said: “As the laws multiply, so also does
the civilization decay.”

“Many lawyers nostalgically recall the
days when a person could informally work
out his problems with his neighbor and
his corner retailer,” observes a New York
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Times analysis of the problem. Efforts
along this line are being made in some
jurisdictions by using impartial mediators
rather than the courts to resolve many
disputes.

In such cases the mediator listens to
both sides and tries to work out an agree-

ment with which
they both can live.
If they fail to reach
an accord in this
way, then often it is
agreed beforehand
that the arbitrator
will devise a settle-
ment that he feels is
just, and this be-
comes binding. “The
basic idea is age-
old,” says The Wall
Street Journal.
“Primitive societies
have long relied on
local officials or even
family members to resolve problems be-
tween individuals.”

Recourse to law, then, should be taken
only when all avenues of reasonable nego-
tiation and accommodation have failed. In
such circumstances, if the case is a serious
matter, with a good chance of success, a
person may decide to use the courts.

Even after a lawsuit has started, how-
ever, it is good to listen to reasonable of-
fers of settlement. Prominent American
lawyer-writer Louis Nizer has put it suc-
cinctly: “There is a time to settle and a
time to fight, and sound judgment in mak-
ing the choice is an invaluable attribute
of an adviser.”

Similarly, in his Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus Christ gave some practical legal ad-
vice, setting forth principles that have
much merit even today:

“Be about settling matters quickly with

the one complaining against you at law
. if a person wants to go to court with
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you and get possession of your inner gar-

ment, let your outer garment also go to

him.”—Matt. 5:25, 40.

A settlement requires reasonableness on
both sides. Seldom in any lawsuit can it
be said that there is 100-percent right on
one side and zero percent on the other.

Disputes Within
the Christian
Congregation

Recognizing that
some disputes would
be found even
among believers
within the Christian
congregation, the
Bible kindly, but re-
alistically, gave
guidelines for end-
ing contention.

Jesus showed how
consultation, first
privately, and next
with the cooperation
of other witnesses to the facts, can be
effective in settling disputes. (See Mat-
thew 18:15-17.) This procedure is most
practical. Thoughtful and practical law-
yers will acknowledge this. Both parties
are thus brought into a position to con-
sider openly the facts of the case. If mu-
tual acknowledgment of the facts cannot
thus be achieved, then, within the Chris-
tian congregation, a judicial committee
made up of elders can handle the matter.

This was similar to the village courts
of ancient Israel. A quick, practical sys-
tem of justice was administered locally
by nonprofessionals, the experienced and
wise older men in the community. They
were ready to decide the disputed question
and this without expecting a percentage
of the proceeds of the case, as is the cus-
tom of many professionals in modern times.
—Ex. 18:13-26.

“Can
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it be that there
a single wise man among you
able to give a decision in a
brother-Christian’s cause?®
— 1 Cor. 6:5, The New English Bible.

Should Christian disputes today carry
over into the secular courts? The apostle
Paul emphasized the need of the Chris-
tian community to settle its own internal
disputes: “If one of your number has a
dispute with another, has he the face to
take it to pagan law-courts instead of to
the community of
God’s people? . . .
Can it be that there
is not a single wise
man among Yyou
able to give a
decision in a
brother-Christian’s
cause? Must broth-
er go to law with
brother—and before
unbelievers? Indeed,
you already fall be-
low your standard
in going to law with
one another at all.
Why not rather suf-
fer injury? Why not
rather let yourself be robbed?”—1 Cor.
6:1-7, The New English Bible.

Of course, this is not to say that all
court procedures between fellow Christians
are ruled out. If, for example, obtaining
compensation from an insurance company,
the probating of a will or some other cir-
cumstance required court action, there
may be no discredit to the Christian con-
gregation, since there is no actual con-
tention between Christian brothers in such
instances. But for handling most differ-
ences between Christians, men well ground-
ed in Biblical principles are available in
the congregations. They are even now
helping many to resolve such matters with-
out the public notice and consequent re-
proach of court action. In some cases
Christian love may even move one to
“suffer injury” rather than harm the good
name of the congregation before those
outside.

IS not
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When True Justice Prevails

In today’s world, human imperfection
looms large in both the systems of justice
and the persons using them. But this will
not always be so. Mankind’s Creator has
promised soon to remedy the present fail-
ure of governments to provide true justice
for all their peoples. Under God’s kingdom,
perfect justice will be possible because its
administration will no longer be in the
hands of mere humans.

Lawyers and human legal systems will
be a thing of the past. Instead, with super-
human insight, God’s chosen judge, Jesus

GtesxEffILMI

What is twisted, gnarled, knot-
ted and beautiful? What is it that
can supply fuel to chase away
winter's cold, shade to alleviate
summer's heat, dressing for your
salad, balm for your wounds and
even light for night's darkness?
The answer is the tough, sinewy,
old olive tree, known by the ex-
perts as “Olea europaea.”

Have you ever seen an olive
tree? If you live near the Medi-
terranean, surely you have, for
these trees seem to thrive even in
the driest and most inhospitable
terrain, ,4s one authority puts it:
uThe unique importance of this
plant lies especially in its charac-
teristic permanent cultivation,.. .
producing harvests even in the
most difficult conditions. It re-
sists long periods of almost total
abandonment and it easily re-
covers from critical periods caused
by climatological accidents or
problems of cultivation

The cultivated olive tree
has abundant foliage, con-
sisting of long, narrow
leaves with a pale-green
face and a gray-green re-
verse side. The olive groves
at Andalusia, in the south
of Spain, stretch for miles,
with row after row of well-
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Christ, “will not judge by any mere ap-
pearance to his eyes, nor reprove simply
according to the thing heard by his ears.
And with righteousness he must judge the
lowly ones.”—Isa. 11:3, 4.

Mankind will not miss the legal pro-
fession and its imperfect attempts to get
justice. They will rejoice in the exercise
of true justice forever. “His royal power
will continue to grow; his kingdom will
always be at peace. He will rule .. . basing
his power on right and justice from now
until the end of time.”—Isa. 9:7, Today's
English Version.

fiy aAwakef~tfeipondenfill Spain

kept trees. When a breeze rustles through, the dual color-
ing of the leaves creates a beautiful shimmering effect,

Some olive trees adopt strange shapes. Trunks seem
to intertwine and twist, giving the impression of wres-
tiers locked in combat, or of serpents writhing and rising
from a nest. Of course, it takes many years for this to
happen. But the olive tree is in no hurry.

It may take up to 50 years for one of these trees to
reach a peak of olive production. Many in mainland Spain
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are over 400 years old. In Syria, Palestine
and Tunisia, some base trunks have been
alive for more than 1,000 years. The Span-
ish Balearic island of Majorca is also
known for its millenarian olive trees with
their massive girth and endless variety of
forms. According to the viewer’s imagina-
tion, the tree trunks seem to take different
shapes.

Nothing is wasted in the olive tree. Its
leaves serve as animal fodder, its roots
as firewood, and its timber, although knot-
ted and gnarled, can be polished to a beau-
tiful high amber with a grain finish. Of
course, its most important product is the
olive berry that has supplied man with oil
for thousands of years.

The olive berry comes in a variety of
sizes, from one to four centimeters (.4 to
1.5 inches) in diameter, depending on
whether it is round or oval. Olives also
appear in a variety of colors. Some are
green, some are black, and others display
different hues of reddish purple. Why the
differences? Actually, most varieties pass
through the green stage first, then turn
reddish purple on their way to becoming
black, when they are truly ripe. So the
color depends on when the berries are
picked; and that, of course, influences the
taste as well as the oil content.

In Future Issues

B  HowChristians Should
View Disco

m What Is Your Concept
of God?

m The Worship of Me
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If you travel through an area where
olive trees grow, do not feel tempted just
to pluck an olive from a tree and eat it.
If you do, you will get a bitter surprise,
because olives are not really edible until
treated.

To neutralize that bitter taste, olives are
soaked in a dilute alkali solution (lye, so-
dium hydroxide) that is allowed to pene-
trate about two thirds of the olive flesh,
leaving just a trace of bitterness around
the pit to impart flavor. After the lye so-
lution has been drained off, the olives are
covered with water that is changed sev-
eral times during a period of one to two
days to eliminate most of the lye. Here
in Spain, they are then transferred to 180-
gallon (680-liter) vats of brine in which
they remain for a period of one to six
months. The final product is preserved
with brine in sealed glass jars or small
plastic bags for sale to the public. Larger
quantities are put in barrels and metal con-
tainers for export and for sale to shops,
bars, hotels and restaurants.

How Olive Qil Is Obtained

The olive’s main product is its oil, which
has been highly valued by man for millen-
niums. How is it obtained, and what are
its uses?

The most laborious part of the harvesting
process is the picking of the olives from the
trees. There are two ways to do this. The
slower method is by hand picking, which
guarantees a better quality oil, while the
most popular method is vareo, or beating
the branches with long rods to make the
berries fall on fine netting or plastic that
is spread under the tree. This system,
which was also used in Bible times, is
quicker but causes damage to the trees
and the berries. (Deut. 24:20; Isa. 24:13)
When the olives are black and ripe, they
have their maximum oil content, which
may range from 20 to 30 percent of the
fresh fruit’s weight.
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After being harvested, the olives are
washed and then passed through a mill
to be crushed. The resulting mass is trans-
ferred to a hydraulic press that squeezes
out the vital oil. This contains impurities
and foreign matter that are strained off
through a series of decantation vats. Now-
adays, in well-equipped factories, much of
this process is accelerated by the use of
modern machinery such as centrifugal
separators. The end product is fine olive
oil.

The Olive in Bible Times

A well-known Bible encyclopedia states
that “no tree is more frequently mentioned
by ancient authors, nor was any one more
highly honored by ancient nations.” Cer-
tainly, the olive figures prominently in the
Bible, along with the vine and the fig tree.
This is to be expected since Palestine lies
between the latitudes in which olive trees
prosper.

The earliest Biblical reference to the
olive is in the book of Genesis, where it
states that when the floodwaters of No-
ah’s day had abated, a dove returned to
the ark “and, look! there was an olive leaf
freshly plucked in its bill.” This indicated
that the waters had receded.—Gen. 8:11.

Another early reference to the olive
appears in the book of Job and gives an in-
teresting insight into the olive tree’s flow-
ering habits. Eliphaz the Temanite is quot-
ed as saying: “He will thrust away his
unripe grapes just like a vine, and cast
off his blossoms just like an olive tree.”
(Job 15:33) The facility with which olive

blossoms fall from the tree makes the cul-
tivator dread any untoward wind or breeze
that would abort the tree’s fruitfulness.

King David held the olive tree in high
esteem when he made this poetic expres-
sion: “But | shall be like a luxuriant olive
tree in God’s house; | do trust in the
loving-kindness of God to time indefinite,
even forever.” (Ps. 52:8) This and other
figurative Biblical uses of the olive tree
help us to see that it was an appropriate
symbol of fruitfulness, beauty, dignity and
prosperity.

Another noteworthy Scriptural refer-
ence to the olive tree is found in the apos-
tle Paul’s illustration of a wild olive being
grafted into a cultivated olive tree. This,
in fact, is completely contrary to normal
practice, as Paul obviously would know.
To get good fruit from a wild olive tree,
a branch from a cultivated one has to be
grafted in. Nevertheless, with this unusual
allegory, Paul indicated that, by God’s
favor, the “wild olive” Gentiles had been
grafted into the “garden olive” Jews to
form the spiritual “Israel of God.”—Rom.
11:17-24; compare Galatians 3:28; 6:16.

For centuries the olive has been part
of the staple diet for Spanish people. Apart
from its culinary uses, olive oil is employed
in the textile industry, in the manufac-
ture of toilet and cosmetic products, as a
lubricant and for medicinal purposes. The
next time you see a twisted, gnarled, knot-
ted old olive tree, meditate on its beauty,
on its long and humble service to man-
kind, and thank God for providing such
a versatile tree.

Dogs Inclined to Bite

The United States Health Service made a study
of dogs, to determine which types are the most
likely to bite. Three were found to be more
aggressive than others, and they are, respectively:
German shepherds, chow chows, and poodles.
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A Chemist Finds
Powerful Evidence
of Creation

By “Awake!" correspondent
in Finland

LITTLE over 100 years ago, Russian Chemist

Dmitri Mendeleyev* sat pondering the inter-
relationship of the elements. On the basis of his
research, he came to the conclusion that certain
elements were yet to be discovered. Was he right?
If so, would this indicate that all matter came into
existence just by blind chance? Or would it prove
that the earth and the entire universe were de-
signed by an intelligent Creator?

By the 1860, 63 of the 103 elements now known
to man had been identified. Mendeleyev was study-
ing the properties of these elements to find some
order or pattern. From the relative atomic weight
assigned to each one, he already knew their re-
lationship by weight. Also, he had noted similarities
between pairs or in families of elements. Many re-
semblances are familiar to us in everyday life. For
example, for dietary reasons, some persons substi-
tute potassium chloride for sodium chloride as table
salt. Copper readily replaces gold or silver in coins
or jewelry. Magnesium and calcium are so alike
that they fit interchangeably in the mineral struc-
ture of dolomitic limestone. Mendeleyev wondered
why some elements are so similar and others so
different.

Mendeleyev set out the details of each element
on a card and began pinning his cards to the wall.
He arranged and rearranged them, endeavoring to
get them in order by weight, at the same time tak-
_ * Dmitri lvanovitch Mendeleyev was born in Tobolsk, Siberia,
in 1834 and died in St. Petersburg, Russia, in 1907.

16

ing their various properties and
characteristics into consider-
ation. Soon a pattern began to
emerge. He found that if he put
the first seven elements (with
the exception of hydrogen, which
is really in a class by itself) in
order in a column and then listed
the next seven beside them, there
was a remarkable similarity be-
tween each pair of elements. So-
dium fell beside lithium, these
being two of the elements called
alkali metals because they react
with water to form strong alka-
lis. Chlorine was paired with
fluorine, two gases called halo-
gens because of their notable
tendency to form salts. These
were the first two “periods” in
what became his periodic table.

Continuing in a third column,
Mendeleyev found that potassi-
um fell beside sodium, then cal-
cium beside magnesium. So far,
so good. But from there on,
things became more complicated.
After trying various arrange-
ments of his cards, he found
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that he could place all the following ele-
ments up as far as iodine in two long
periods, of 17 elements each. By dividing
the short periods, as shown on the chart,
he found two rows at the top of each pe-
riod and three rows at the bottom that
corresponded exactly to well-known fami-
lies of chemical elements. In the middle of
the long periods, he found the metallic ele-
ments, including those metals most fa-
miliar to us in daily experience.

However, in order to achieve this beau-
tiful arrangement, Mendeleyev had to leave
several gaps, three in the first long period
and one in the second. These blank spaces
did not deter him from publishing his table.
So strong now was his confidence that the
elements had been created in an orderly
pattern that he boldly announced that ele-
ments as yet unknown would be discovered
to fill the gaps. With presumptuous audac-
ity, he went so far as to describe the prop-
erties of these missing elements. He pre-
dicted their atomic weights, densities and
the types of chemical combinations that
they would form. He gave them tentative
names, “eka-boron,” “eka-aluminum” and
“eka-silicon,” in line with their expected
family characteristics.

His confidence in the orderliness of “na-
ture” was not misplaced. Much sooner than
anyone might have expected, his missing
elements started turning up. Gallium (eka-
aluminum) was discovered in France in
1876, scandium (eka-boron) in Sweden in
1879, and, in 1886, germanium (eka-
silicon) was discovered in Germany. As-
tonishingly—to everyone but Mendeleyev
—the physical properties and atomic
weights of each element were almost pre-
cisely what he had predicted. Incidentally,
germanium has found an indispensable
place today in the production of transis-
tors.

After these discoveries, scientists who
at first had paid little attention to Men-
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deleyev’s table came to acclaim him inter-
nationally as a scientific genius. His pe-
riodic chart came to be an indispensable
aid in chemical research and teaching, and
is to this day found everywhere on the
walls of chemistry classrooms and labora-
tories. No one doubted that the other ele-
ments needed to fill in the blanks in the
table would ultimately come to light.

Roomfor an Unexpected Family

Later discoveries were destined to ex-
pand Mendeleyev’s table. In 1894 John
Rayleigh and William Ramsay separated
from atmospheric nitrogen a rare gas that
they named argon because it would not
combine with any other element. A year
later, Ramsay found an even rarer inert
gas in an ore of uranium; he identified it
as helium, which had been seen in the sun’s
spectrum during an eclipse in 1868, but
was not then known to exist on earth.
Where could these unexpected elements be
fitted into the periodic table?

Mendeleyev followed up Ramsay’s spec-
ulation that perhaps the periodic table was
not complete. He proposed to introduce the
two elements as members of a new family,
of inert gases, in a group ahead of the
alkali metals. But this meant that three
more inert gases would have to be found
to fill up the new row in the table. Sure
enough, within only three years, in Ram-
say’s laboratory three more tiny constitu-
ents of the atmosphere were found—neon,
krypton and xenon. Their atomic weights
put them in exactly the right places in the
periodic table.

Evidence of Creation?

Does this really provide evidence of cre-
ation? Well, if the elements had just fallen
together by chance, why wouldnt their
atomic weights be clustered around some
average value, with maybe a few light and
a few heavy ones? And why wouldnt the
properties such as density, melting point
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or chemical reactivity vary at random
from one element to another? Why ex-
pect any correlation between one and an-
other? There would be no reason to expect
the elements to be grouped into families
with well-marked similarities.

But Mendeleyev’s table demonstrated
that the whole structure of matter is not
haphazard. Its very orderliness proves that
its origin could not possibly be accidental.
A very intricate pattern in this most basic
organization of matter gives evidence of
design.

Now, do you not agree that this pro-
vides powerful evidence of the existence of
an intelligent Designer, a wise Creator?
Or do you desire more proof? Well, fur-
ther evidence was yet to come to light.
Indeed, the addition of the group of inert
gases, which had lengthened the short
periods to eight elements and the long pe-
riods to 18, proved to be the foundation
on which the forthcoming theory of atomic
structure would depend for its perfection.

Additional Evidence

Further pioneering research opened up
the atom for a more detailed look at what
it is like inside. First, J. J. Thomson
showed that negatively charged electrons
could be separated from atoms of all kinds.
Ernest Rutherford showed that the posi-
tive charge of the atom was concentrated
in a very small volume, called the nucleus.
Niels Bohr conceived of an atom as being
like the solar system, with numerous elec-
trons in various orbits around the nucleus
at the center. The positive charges came
in multiples of a unit charge. The hydro-
gen atom had just one unit of charge; it
was called a proton. Different elements
had atoms each with a certain number of
protons, and the protons in the nucleus
were neutralized by an equal number of
electrons in orbit.

A remarkable discovery by Henry Mose-
ley made it possible to tell just how many
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protons and electrons are in each kind of
atom. He measured the energy of X rays
emitted by various elements when the in-
nermost electrons are disturbed. Moseley
found that this energy increases in a math-
ematically regular fashion from one ele-
ment to the next in the order of Mende-
leyev’s table. Where there was a gap, the
energy jump was twice as much. He pro-
posed putting a serial number on each
element, starting with hydrogen as num-
ber 1, helium as number 2, and so on.
This atomic number is the number of pro-
tons in the nucleus, as well as the number
of electrons, in each kind of atom.

This number turned out to be even more
fundamental than the atomic weight in
fixing the properties of an element. The
elements ordered by atomic number fell
exactly into their places in the periodic
table, without exception! Mendeleyev had
found it necessary to put argon before
potassium, although argon’s atomic weight
is 40 and potassium’s is only 39. Other
cases where he had reversed the order for
the sake of chemical harmony were vin-
dicated by the order of Moseley’s atomic
numbers, that being so in every case. All
the discrepancies were gone. Also, the ex-
act assignment of atomic numbers made
it possible to say positively just what ele-
ments were still missing, and to make it
certain that no other gaps were left. There
is no room to fit in another family the
way the inert gases were squeezed in.

By 1925 it was definitely established
that the whole roster of elements from
hydrogen to uranium fell into exactly 92
spaces in the periodic table, with only four
spaces still blank. Two of these, Nos. 85
and 87, were expected to be radioactive,
just as are all the other elements beyond
bismuth. The other two, Nos. 43 and 61,
were diligently sought among ores of other
rare elements, but in spite of claims to
discovery by several chemists, their ex-
istence was not confirmed.
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Electrons in Shells

Bohr introduced the idea, and others
refined it, that the electron orbits lie in
shells, each of which has a certain maxi-
mum capacity. The innermost shell, where
electrons have the smallest possible orbits,
can hold only two electrons. In the next
shell, with somewhat larger orbits, up to
eight electrons can be accommodated. The
third will hold 18, the fourth 32. These
numbers were derived from a study of the
different possible shapes of the orbits, cir-
cular and elliptical, according to Bohr’s
“quantum” theory.

The extent to which these shells are
filled depends on the number of electrons
in any given atom, that is, its atomic num-
ber. Thus, in helium, with two electrons,
the innermost shell is filled. The elements
from lithium to neon, Nos. 3 to 10, have
successively one to eight electrons in the
second shell. The next element, sodium,
with 11 electrons, has a single electron in
the third shell, and so on.

The electrons in the outer shell control
the atom’s interaction with other atoms; so
the chemical behavior of an element de-
pends on how many electrons occupy the
outer shell. Now we can see why lithium
and sodium are in the same family. They
each have a single electron in the outer
shell. This is also true of the other alkali
metals, potassium, rubidium and cesium. In
the halogen family, fluorine, chlorine, bro-
mine and iodine each have seven electrons
in the outer shell.

It turns out that in each of the inert
gases—neon, argon, krypton and xenon—
there are eight electrons in the outer shell.
Eight electrons form a very stable arrange-
ment. We might say that such atoms are
well satisfied with themselves, and smugly
resist all offers to give or take electrons.
By contrast, the loose electron in sodium
or potassium is easily lost. Such metals
react vigorously with almost any sub-
stance, even air or water. At the other
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end of a period, fluorine or chlorine will
try to take an electron from another ele-
ment, to attain the stable number of eight.
So these elements, too, are chemically ac-
tive, but for the opposite reason.

The activity of sodium metal makes it

ARRANGEMENT OF ELECTRONS IN SHELLS

No. Elements 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th

1 Hydrogen 1
2 Helium 2
3 Lithium 2 1
4 Beryllium 2 2
5 Boron 2 3
6 Carbon 2 4
7 Nitrogen 2 5
8 Oxygen 2 6
9  Fluorine 2 7
10 Neon 2 8
11  Sodium 2 8 1
12 Magnesium 2 8 2
13  Aluminum 2 8 3
14 Silicon 2 8 4
15 Phosphorus 2 8 5
16 Sulfur 2 8 6
17 Chlorine 2 8 7
18 Argon 2 8 8
19 Potassium 2 8 8 1
20 Calcium 2 8 8 2
21 Scandium 2 8 9 2
* * *
26 lron 2 8 14 2
* * %
30 Zinc 2 8 18 2
31 Gallium 2 8 18 3
32 Germanium 2 8 18 4
33 Arsenic 2 8 18 5
34 Selenium 2 8 18 6 \
35 Bromine 2 8 18 7
36 Krypton 2 8 18 8
37 Rubidium 2 8 18 8 1
38 Strontium 2 8 18 8 2
* * *
53 lodine 2 8 18 18 7
54 Xenon 2 8 18 18 8
55 Cesium 2 8 18 18 8 1
56 Barium 2 8 18 18 8 2
* * *
2 8 18 32 18 4

82 Lead
* *

*
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quite dangerous to handle, and elementary
chlorine gas is very poisonous. But move
a single electron from sodium to chlorine
and see what a difference it makes. Chlo-
rine now has its deficiency satisfied, with
a full shell of eight like the inert gas argon.
And sodium has left a similar shell of
eight, like neon. So in the compound so-
dium chloride (common table salt) both
elements are quite innocuous, even safe
to eat.

The Neutron Completes the Picture

But knowledge of one basic part of the
atom was still lacking. Looking at the ta-
ble, the reader will note that all the ele-
ments, hydrogen excepted, have atomic
weights that are at least twice the atomic
numbers. Since the proton has a weight
of only one unit, why does carbon, for
instance, with only six protons, have an
atomic weight of 12? This piece of the
puzzle was filled in when the neutron was
discovered in 1932. This is a particle with
nearly the same weight as the proton, but
without any electric charge. So, as we
understand it today, carbon has six pro-
tons and six neutrons in the nucleus, and,
orbiting the nucleus, six electrons that bal-
ance the charge of the protons.

Many elements have isotopes, in which
the nucleus contains a different number
of neutrons. In a small percentage of car-
bon atoms, for example, there are seven
neutrons instead of six. This does not
alter the charge, or the arrangement of
the electrons, but does affect the atomic
weight. This variation in the number of
neutrons is a reason why Mendeleyev
found the atomic weights out of order in
a few cases.

Most of the volume of the atom consists
of empty space, but the high speed of the
orbiting electrons and their behavior give
the appearance of a solid or fluid state.
The protons, neutrons and electrons are
the same in all atoms, no matter what the
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substance is. All matter is built from just
these three building blocks. What, then,
makes one substance differ from another?
It is simply the number of protons in the
nucleus and the number and arrangement
of the electrons in the shells around it.
And just think how infinitesimally small
all of this is! The diameter of an atom is
only about one hundred millionth of an
inch (2 or 3 hundred millionths of a cen-
timeter) !

So modern atomic theory has wonder-
fully vindicated Mendeleyev’s faith that
the elements were created according to an
orderly plan. It has explained why the
atomic weights put the elements very near-
ly in the right families, and it has jus-
tified the exceptions that he felt it nec-
essary to make. It explains the chemical
similarities in the families of elements.
Truly they form a beautiful, harmonious
system. We properly give high credit to
the one who discovered the system. How
much more should we praise the One who
devised the system and made the elements
according to such a purposeful pattern!

The Table Completed

Today, all the blanks in Mendeleyev’s
table have been filled. Elements Nos. 85
and 87 were found, as expected, as rare,
transient members of the series of radio-
active decay products of uranium. Ele-
ments 43 and 61 were created artificially,
by nuclear transmutation induced in a
cyclotron or a nuclear reactor. Several iso-
topes of each have been made, but they
all turned out to be radioactive, decaying
completely in far less time than has elapsed
since the earth was formed. That is why
they were never found in “nature.”

More than that, the Periodic Table has
been extended far beyond the original
quota of 92 elements by the creation of
“transuranic” elements. Again, the nucle-
ar reactor and the cyclotron have been the
means by which this has been accom-
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MENDELEYEV'S PERIODIC TABLE OF THE ELEMENTS
WITH APPROXIMATE ATOMIC WEIGHTS

A Helium 10 Neon
4 20.2
1 Hydrogen 3 Lithium **  Sodium
1 7 23
4 . )
Beryllium Magnesium
9 24.3
3 Boron Aluminum
10.8 27

This table is in the form of the original pub-
lished by Mendeleyev in 1869, but includes the
revisions he made in 1871. In more recent forms
of the table, the periods are usually put on
horizontal lines and the family groups in vertical
columns. Many of the atomic weights are given
here more accurately than they were known in
his day. Elements discovered since 1871 and
the atomic numbers, assigned since 1913, are
shown in color.

* Mendeleyev put in the third and fourth
groups, between barium and tantalum, the four
rare earths known to him: Lanthanum, cerium,
erbium and didymium (later found to be a
mixture of neodymium and praseodymium). All
together, 15 of these rare earth elements were
found, all belonging to the same family as
yttrium.

t Thorium and uranium, two elements heav-
ier than bismuth, not shown here, Mendeleyev
put into a sixth period, in the fourth and sixth
families respectively.

8 Carbon gilicon
12 28

*  Nitrogen Phosphorus
14 31

® Oxygen 73  Sulfur
16 32

o

Fluorine —* Chlorine

19 35.5
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® Argon
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Potassium
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45
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Palladium
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Silver
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Cadmium
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Indium
114.8

Tin
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Antimony
121.8

Tellurium
127.6

lodine
127
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54 Xenon
1313

Cesium
133
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Barium
137.3

57-71 *
139-175

N Hafnium

178.5
3 Tantalum
181
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Tungsten
183.8
Rhenium
186.2
76  Osmium
190.2
77  Iridium
192.2
78 Platinum
195
79 Gold
197
80 NMercury
200.6
81 Thallium
204.4
82 Lead
207.2
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plished. Of course, all such elements are
radioactive; and the heavier they are, the
more unstable they are. Elements all the
way to No. 103 have been identified. But
with lives measured in minutes, the fleet-
ing existence of the heaviest ones makes
it more and more difficult to capture and
study them.

With every element accounted for, right
up to No. 103, the table that Mendeleyev
struggled to put together 100 years ago
is now complete. No more elements can
be found between any of those now known.
If new elements are discovered, they will
have to be beyond the end of the table.
Some Russian and American scientists
claim to have discovered elements 104 and
105, but these have not been confirmed.

Creation or Blind Chance?
Much more could be said about the

atom, and our consideration here has been
limited. But do you not agree that this
amazing order and symmetry is powerful
evidence of creation, proof that there is
a Master Creator who knows what he is
doing? Who could imagine that all the
complex matter around us, yes, even we
ourselves, could all be made out of three
simple building blocks—neutrons, protons
and electrons! Yet, look at the tremendous
variety. Observe the beauty and harmony
of it all.

No doubt, much more is to be learned
about matter, atoms and elements. Never-
theless, even this brief look at the basic
arrangement suffices to show us that what
we now know constitutes powerful evidence
of the handiwork of an intelligent De-
signer and Creator. (Heb. 3:4) No, it could
never have happened by blind chance!

F YOU are a spectator, then you are

| wanted! Your time is wanted, your

HOW money is wanted and sometimes
O F T C H your actual presence is wanted.

I'l ) You are an indispensable part
WA SPECTATOR of investments and orga-

By “Awake!" correspondent in Australia
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nizations involving millions of
dollars.

Sports and entertainment
events require spectators. The
electrifying at-
mosphere sur-
rounding a foot-
ball, soccer or
baseball match
would be non-
existent without
thousands of
cheering, chant-
ing onlookers.
How the players
respond to the
crowd’s enthusi-
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asm! Spectators also provide needed funds
for renting facilities and paying the play-
ers, entertainers and officials. Moreover,
there is usually enough left over for pro-
moters to take home a sizable profit.

When it comes to television, spectators
are all important. How television stations
vie for the highest audience ratings! The
results of advertising, as well as the in-
come from advertisers, are very much af-
fected by the number of viewers.

Gaining Your Attention

At times we all would like a change of
pace, to enjoy some entertainment or re-
laxation. The challenge facing the sporting
and entertainment world is to capture our
attention.

One of the best ways to do this is to
get us emotionally involved. If we take
sides in a sporting event, for instance, then
we are far more likely to watch the event
through to its finish. In an effort to win
fans, the sports and entertainment indus-
tries publish much literature about the
personalities involved—be they sporting
champions or “pop” stars. If the specta-
tors really get to know the players or en-
tertainers, along with their ups and downs,
their hopes and disappointments, then
emotions become involved. And as noted
by a wise student of human behavior:
“The mouth speaks what the heart is full
of.” (Luke 6:45, Today’s English Version)
So people frequently talk about why a
certain team won or lost its last game, what
will happen at the next, who is on the
team and why certain others are not. Or
fans may discuss what entertainers like
and dislike, where they are and what they
are doing. This habit is so ingrained in
some teen-agers that they speak of “lov-
ing” certain entertainers, though they
have never even met them.

Advertising goes a long way to gain
our interest too. Intriguing or exciting ex-
cerpts of television or movie programs are
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shown to “whet your appetite.” Write-ups
in newspapers and magazines heighten in-
terest and curiosity.

Keeping Your Interest

Once a spectator’s interest and atten-
tion are gained they must be kept. Use of
excitement, suspense and curiosity are
some ways in which to do this.

The feeling that “something might hap-
pen” in the next moment keeps many a
viewer glued to a sporting event. A home
run or a goal may be scored, or a knock-
out punch delivered. If one is to see it when
it happens, one has to keep watching.

Many crime and suspense programs
work on the same principle. A crime takes
place or looks like it will happen. Who
really is the culprit? How will it be solved?
Will someone escape or be killed? With
the viewer’s curiosity and emotions in-
volved, there is a compelling desire to keep
watching, even though other matters may
be crying for attention.

Some presentations focus on the natural
interest of people in fellow humans. TV
programs feature the same characters in
different situations or in a continuing
story. The characters can become real to
the viewer. He becomes emotionally in-
volved in the events portrayed and has a
strong desire to watch the next episode.
Before long a person finds himself devoted-
ly setting time aside to view that program.

Are you a spectator much of your spare
time? What have been the results to you
personally? If watching sports events or
other entertainment is merely a means of
relaxation, that could be fine. We all need
some relaxation. But are you really re-
laxed afterward? Or do you find yourself
frustrated and irritable if your favorite
sports team failed to win? Are you tense
and sleepless after an exciting late-night
movie? Are you perhaps dissatisfied with
the “emptiness” of the entertainment?

Are you controlling your entertainment
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or is it controlling you? Do you find your-
self a spectator because you have been
working hard and really feel the need for
a break, or is it just an easy way to spend
time, requiring neither effort nor think-
ing ability?

What about the standard of conversation
in your family? In some homes when the
TV is operating, everyone has to keep
“worshipful silence.” In others, father may
be absorbed in his classical music in the
living room, while his teen-age daughter
listens to the latest “hit” records in her
bedroom. The family regularly may scat-
ter for entertainment in different direc-
tions, so that little communication is pos-
sible anyway. When families spend little
time talking together, sharing viewpoints
and experiences, it contributes to a serious
breakdown in domestic relationships.

Decisions to Be Faced

Usually the decision is not whether we
should be spectators or not, for we are
all spectators to some extent in life, even
if we are just watching someone learn
how to accomplish something. Rather, it
is a question of what is being watched,
how often and for how long.

Of course, there are times when we
should not be spectators, or not stop at
just being spectators. For example, when
there is a fire or an accident, human
curiosity often leads many to crowd around,
which can hamper others’ efforts to assist
unfortunate victims.

Desert Reclamation

A hot desert area about 15
miles (24 kilometers) long
and four and a half miles (7
kilometers) wide is being re-
claimed near the town of
Yanbu*, on Saudi Arabia’s Red
Sea Coast. It is to become a
gigantic industrial complex.
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Three large seaports are to be
built there to deliver oil prod-
ucts, chemicals and minerals,
and also to import food and
other commodities. Thousands
of workers have begun the
huge task that will cost tens
of billions of dollars.
town of 21,000 is expected to

Too, a person could consider whether
personally participating in an activity in-
stead of just watching others may be of
more value to him. (Note 2 Chronicles 7:
1-3.) Some find playing a sport with family
members or friends refreshing for mind
and body. Others enjoy a hobby or craft,
or making something that can be enjoyed
by others. This can bring a feeling of satis-
faction and accomplishment that one sel-
dom obtains as a spectator. It also results
in a special happiness that comes only to
persons who practice giving.—Acts 20:35.

Christians must set aside ample time
for involvement in spiritual activities. Per-
sonal reading or discussion of the Bible
or related literature is refreshing and
stimulating. It contributes to a person’s
peace of mind. Sharing the good things
of God’s Word with others is stimulating
both physically and mentally. It upbuilds
all involved, including the recipients.
Sharing in this activity together strength-
ens family ties and provides a unique joy.

So, after spending an evening or even
an hour as spectators, we all do well to
ask ourselves: Was that time well spent?
Have | benefited in some way? What else
could I or should I have done? Remem-
bering that “each one of us will render an
account for himself to God,” we want to
use our time and our lives in the best
way possible. The extent to which we spend
time as spectators affects our present hap-
piness and satisfaction in life, and our
future too.—Rom. 14:12; Gal. 6:7.

grow to about 250,000. How
will fresh water be obtained?
One example is the ship that
floats offshore. Built and
manned by Japanese workers,
it is a water desalinization
plant capable of producing
about 500,000 gallons (1,890,000
liters) of drinking water daily.
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W would you like to plant a vege-

table that would supply you and your
family with some food for up to 20 years?
What if it did this without any replanting
or much cultivation? Would it not also be
appealing if the plant had the habit of
yielding when other vegetables are in short
supply? Well, that versatile vegetable is
asparagus! And for that lengthy supply,
a family of five would need only about 12
crowns of it.

Do you wonder about nutritional value?
Well, asparagus contains varying amounts
of calcium, phosphorus, sodium, potassium
and iron, as well as vitamins A, Bj, B2 C
and niacin—all necessary for a healthful
diet. That in itself is good reason to in-
clude asparagus in the home garden bed!

This tasty relative of the regal lily has
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been lending interest to menus ever since
it was cultivated by the ancient Egyptians.
By 200 B.C.E. information on its cultiva-
tion was being recorded by the Romans.

While many consider asparagus a com-
mon vegetable, others classify it as a deli-
cious luxury. Although usually retailed in
canned form, the fresh spears also are of
delectable flavor. Both white and green
asparagus is cultivated, green possibly be-
ing best for the home gardener because
it combines higher food value with better
flavor.

In growing white asparagus, the crowns
are planted in a trench and mounds are
built up above them to blanch the spears
before they emerge from the soil. For
green asparagus, no earthing up is done.
The spears are cut when they are seven
to nine inches (18 to 23 centimeters) above
the ground.

Asparagus Culture

Asparagus can be grown from seeds, or
crowns can be purchased from a nursery.
It is noteworthy that male plants yield a
much higher crop than do female plants.
The difference between the two can be
seen during the second season, when fe-
male plants produce seed. Asparagus is not
restricted to one type of soil. However,
the soil must be well drained (especially
if it is heavy) and well watered if sandy.

Preparation should include the digging
in of animal manure or compost. The
crowns should be set 30 inches (76 centi-
meters) apart on a small heap of soil in a
trench eight inches (20 centimeters) deep
and 12 inches (30 centimeters) wide. (A
complete fertilizer should have been applied
previously to the bed.) The crowns should
then be covered with two inches (5 centi-
meters) of soil, and the bed should be
kept well cultivated until the appearance
of the first shoots. As the plants develop,
the trench should be gradually filled up
with soil. In the case of white asparagus,
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the mounds should be raised nine to 12
inches (23 to 30 centimeters).

When well fertilized, the plants produce
a fernlike growth above the ground and
sturdy, vigorous crowns beneath the sur-
face. Very important factors are the elimi-
nation of perennial weeds from the bed
during preparation, as well as good weed
control throughout the growing season.
However, the use of herbicides may lead
to damage, if they are used more than
once each season.

Harvesting the Crop

Having established your asparagus bed,
patience is essential. The spears should
not be harvested during the first season.
Instead, allow the crowns to build up. They
should be harvested only lightly—for no
more than two weeks—during the second
season. But when the bed has been estab-
lished for three years, you can go right
ahead and enjoy the fruits of your labors.

Check the bed every day during the
harvest season. Growth then is rapid and,
if the spears are left too long, they will
become tough at the butt. White aspara-
gus is cut by inserting a knife into the
mound eight or nine inches (20 or 23 cen-
timeters) below the tip of the spear as
soon as it breaks through the ground.
Green asparagus is cut just below the sur-
face when the tip is seven to nine inches
(18 to 23 centimeters) above the ground
and before the scales on the tip begin to
open.

In a mature bed, the harvesting period
lasts for three months, and at the end
of that time a change will be seen in the
growth of the spears. At this stage they
will appear to be stunted, and this is the
signal to stop harvesting the crop and al-
low the bed to complete the growing cycle.
The resultant fernlike growth, which has
no nutritional value, should be cut in the
late autumn or early winter, just prior to
the full ripening of the seed. This can then

26

be burned or composted. The period of top
growth allows time for the root system to
build up strength for the growth of the
next season.

Preparation for the Table

“What shall we eat?” This versatile
vegetable may be just the thing needed
to answer that familiar question. Whether
the occasion calls for a quick snack or a
bowl of hot soup, asparagus may suit your
taste. Simply steam some of it slowly in
a small amount of salted water to which
a little vinegar has been added. This pro-
duces a delicious asparagus to be eaten
alone, served either on hot, buttered
toast, or with a salad. For the vegetable
to be more pleasing to the eye when
served, the tips of the spears should not
be broken. Careful cooking will prevent
this. You may prefer to cook the spears in
a vessel that allows them to stand upright,
with the tips pointing upward, since the
butts require more cooking.

Is it a cold day? If so, perhaps a bowl
of hot soup will be more appetizing than
a cold meal. To enhance your menu, a very
nourishing soup can be prepared by using
about 8 ounces (227 grams) of asparagus
boiled in 1£ pints (.71 liter) of water with
finely chopped onion, celery and turnip,
if desired. When the vegetables are tender
(in about 30 minutes), they should be
pressed through a sieve or liquefied in a
blender. Then they should be thickened
with 1| ounces (43 grams) of flour and
2 ounces (58 grams) of butter, blended
with 1 pint (.47 liter) of milk and boiled
for five minutes. Salt and pepper should
be added according to taste. Then serve
the soup hot, garnished with finely chopped
parsley.

So, you might consider asparagus the
next time you hear the question, “What
shall we eat?” Maybe this versatile vege-
table will then become a nourishing and
palate-pleasing addition to your menu.
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TreBibles View

ttTT’'S TAX TIME—But They
X Refuse to Pay.” “Unreported
Work May Cost U.S. Billions in
Taxes.” “Income-Tax Cheating Is
on the Rise in Britain.” “Tax Dodg-
ing Is a Way of Life in Israel.”
These headlines from news items
illustrate that reluctance to pay
taxes is widespread. How should
Christians feel about taxpaying?
The Scriptures often mention
taxes. Through Moses, God com-
manded the Israelites to pay cer-
tain taxes for the upkeep of the
central sanctuary of worship.
(2 Chron. 24:6, 9; Ex. 30:12-16;
Num. 18:26-29; 31:26-47; Neh. 10:
32) When kingship was estab-
lished in Israel, taxes were im-
posed for the support of the king,
his household and the various gov-
ernmental officials and servants.
(1 Sam. 8:11-17; 1 Ki. 4:6-19) Un-
der foreign domination, the Israel-
ites had to submit to still other
forms of taxation. While subject to
Persia, for example, each Israelite
had to pay a “tribute” that was ap-
parently quite high, since many of
the Jews had to borrow money to
meet that obligation.—Neh. 5:4.
But God never instructed his
worshipers to avoid taxpaying. Af-
ter the establishment of the Chris-
tian congregation, the apostle Paul
was inspired to write: “Let every
soul be in subjection to the supe-
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CHRISTIANS and TAXPAYING

rior authorities . . . Render to all their dues, to
him who calls for the tax, the tax; to him who
calls for the tribute, the tribute.”—Rom. 13:1, 7.

This does not mean that Christians must pay
more taxes than are required by law. If legisla-
tion grants reduced tax rates to individuals or
organizations in certain categories, there is noth-
ing Scripturally wrong if those qualified accept
such benefits.

In recent years, however, it has become in-
creasingly common for people to find ways of pay-
ing fewer taxes, or none at all, by fraudulent
means. “Among the people who are fudging on
their reporting,” notes U.S. News & World Report
(March 27, 1978), “are senior citizens supple-
menting their retirement income, unemployed peo-
ple picking up odd jobs, and skilled craftsmen who
moonlight on the side. Even highly paid profes-
sional people duck their full tax obligation by
failing to report income from free-lance work.”
Newsweek (April 10, 1978) reported:

“The biggest areas of noncompliance involve
waiters, maids, doctors, small shopkeepers and
businessmen, workmen and independent craftsmen
like plumbers,” says former IRS commissioner
Sheldon Cohen. These are all areas that handle
large amounts of small cash payments, and even if
checks are given, there's no record in many cases.

“Of particular concern to the tax collectors are
Independent contractors,” from life-insurance sales-
men and phone solicitors to housewives who give
Tupperware parties. All are regularly employed,
but none are subject to withholding by the com-
panies that pay them. And if they choose not to
report all or part of their earnings, it is extremely
difficult for the tax men to track them down."

Of course, tax laws differ from country to coun-
try and sometimes even from one area to another
in the same country. However, a conscientious
desire to meet the obligation of taxpaying will
motivate Christians to familiarize themselves and
comply with tax laws in force where they live.
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WhyDo They Cheat?

Many believe that cheating on payment
of taxes is the only way to ‘make ends
meet’ in their lives. The New York Times
printed comments by a widow who sup-
ports three children in an economically
depressed part of Los Angeles: “I support
my entire family. I'm not on welfare or
anything like that. If 1 made a lot of
money, | would report every penny, but
$150 a week sure doesn’t go far. If I had
to pay taxes, | would have nothing left.”

The same newspaper also related: “A
Chicago woman earning $18,500 at an ad-
vertising agency says that she earns an
additional $3,500 a year through freelance
art, but reports only $1,500 of it. ‘I need
the money more than the Government
does,” she says. The I.R.S. takes so much
from me, and I’'m holding down two extra
jobs just to get that $3,500. If | declare
it all, it pushes me into a different tax
bracket, and I want to feed my kids, not
the Government.””

The Viewpoint of Jesus Christ

How should persons desirous of living
according to Bible principles view efforts
to avoid paying taxes? Let us consider
some well-known words of Jesus Christ:

“The Pharisees went their way and took
counsel together in order to trap him [Je-
sus] in his speech. So they dispatched to
him their disciples, together with party
followers of Herod, saying: Teacher, we
know you are truthful and teach the way
of God in truth, and you do not care for
anybody, for you do not look upon men’s
outward appearance. Tell us, therefore,
What do you think? Is it lawful to pay
head tax to Caesar or not?’ But Jesus,
knowing their wickedness, said: ‘Why do
you put me to the test, hypocrites? Show
me the head tax coin.” They brought him
a denarius. And he said to them: “Whose
image and inscription is this?’ They said:
‘Caesar’s.” Then he said to them: ‘Pay
back, therefore, Caesar’s things to Caesar,
but God’s things to God.” ”—Matt. 22:15-21.

Since Caesar’s image was on the de-
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narius, the money originated with Caesar;
and he had a right to ask some of it back
in taxes. It is the same with secular gov-
ernments today. When giving counsel on
taxpaying, the apostle Paul declared:
“Render to all their dues.” According to
the Bible, taxes are something ‘due’ the
government. Regardless of how tax money
may be used by officials, it is a Christian
duty to pay it.

Matthew’s Gospel contains an interest-
ing account about Jesus paying a certain
tax. We read:

“After they arrived in Capernaum the
men collecting the two drachmas tax ap-
proached Peter and said: ‘Does your teach-
er not pay the two drachmas tax?’ He
said: ‘Yes.” However, when he entered the
house Jesus got ahead of him by saying:
‘What do you think, Simon? From whom
do the kings of the earth receive duties or
head tax? From their sons or from the
strangers?” When he said: ‘“From the
strangers,” Jesus said to him: ‘Really, then,
the sons are tax-free. But that we do not
cause them to stumble, you go to the sea,
cast a fishhook, and take the first fish com-
ing up and, when you open its mouth, you
will find a stater coin. Take that and give
it to them for me and you.””—Matt. 17:
24-21.

Though the Son of God was not liable
for that two-drachma temple tax, he paid
it so as not to be a stumbling block to oth-
ers. If Jesus’ concern for his fellowman
went to the point of paying a tax that he
did not have to pay, surely persons who
wish to imitate Christ will readily pay
taxes demanded by law.

Fine motivation to that end can be had
from this further counsel of Jesus: “Let
your light shine before men, that they
may see your fine works and give glory
to your Father who is in the heavens.”
(Matt. 5:16) When Christians conduct
themselves honestly, it causes others to
view their God and way of worship favor-
ably.

A report from the Watch Tower Socie-
ty’s branch office in Brazil furnishes an
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illustration: “In Joao Pessoa, Paraiba
State, an elder in the Jaguaribe Congre-
gation said that the local tax inspector
says, ‘He’s a Jehovah’s Witness, honest,
pays his taxes, has a high moral level.’
Another elder, in Paranaiba, Mato Grosso
State, has his own business, but is consid-
ered the best contributor to the tax of-
fice. Even the tax inspectors respect his
honesty.”

“Never Be Anxious”

But what if it seems that the only way
one can survive financially is to cheat at
taxpaying? It will be helpful to consider
an important lesson that Jesus taught in
his Sermon on the Mount:

“Stop being anxious about your souls as
to what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your bodies as to what you
will wear. Does not the soul mean more
than food and the body than clothing? . . .
never be anxious and say, ‘What are we to
eat?’ or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What
are we to put on?’ For all these are the
things the nations are eagerly pursuing.
For your heavenly Father knows you need
all these things. Keep on, then, seeking
first the kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these other things will be added to
you. So, never be anxious about the next
day, for the next day will have its own
anxieties. Sufficient for each day is its own
badness.”—Matt. 6:25, 31-34.

Those who seek first ‘God’s righteous-
ness’ endeavor to mold their personalities
according to the righteous requirements
set forth in the Holy Scriptures. They
have the assurance of God’s Son that “all
these other things,” that is, the daily needs
of food, clothing and shelter, “will be add-
ed.” Those who desire to imitate Christ

need not let anxiety over obtaining life’s
necessities lead them to dishonest prac-
tices.

Note similar counsel by the apostle Paul
and a special blessing that results from
heeding it: “Do not be anxious over any-
thing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication along with thanksgiving let
your petitions be made known to God;
and the peace of God that excels all
thought will guard your hearts and your
mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.”
(Phil. 4:6, 7) Enjoyment of the *peace
of God” that comes from trust in him,
faithful adherence to Bible principles and
a clean conscience is truly something spe-
cial. A report to the Watch Tower Society
comments: One man “was always pes-
tered by tax officials, as his business was
never in order. When he learned Bible
truth, however, he put all his affairs in
order and now lives quietly and is no lon-
ger bothered by the officials. . . . Those
brothers that have made an effort in these
cases claim to have a quiet conscience,
peace of mind, for obeying laws.”

Economic pressures and the flow of pop-
ular opinion today have caused many to
succumb to dishonesty when it comes to
paying taxes. But the Scriptures encourage
Christians to be conscientious taxpayers.
In this as in all other aspects of life, God-
fearing persons want to follow the fine ex-
ample mentioned at Hebrews 13:18: “We
trust we have an honest conscience, as we
wish to conduct ourselves honestly in all
things.”*

_* For further information about a Christian’s respon-
5|b|I|t¥ to pay taxes, see The Watchtower of January
15, 1979,

pp. 30, 31

"Let your manner of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with
the present things. For he has said: ‘I will by no means leave you
nor by any means forsake you."' “— Heb. 13:5.
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Cause of Heart Attacks?

<> Doctors tell us that heart
attacks are caused by the
blockage of blood flow in the
coronary arteries. But what
causes this blockage? An ltal-
ian team of doctors has pro-
vided evidence to show that
spasms of an artery supplying
blood to the heart may be a
contributing factor. Seventy-
six patients suffering from
chest pain due to the blood’
not reaching the heart were
carefully monitored by the re-
searchers at the University of
Pisa. It was found that these
developed clots only after they
experienced spasms, and the
clots were located exactly
where the spasms in the ar-
teries had occurred. Such find-
ings have opened up the
possibilities of different ap-
proaches to preventing heart
attacks, such as using medica-
tion to stop the spasms. How-

ever, the doctors concluded
that the spasms usually took
place in a hardened, deterio-

rated artery.

Recent findings by a Penn-
sylvania (U.S.A.) researcher
have further linked smoking
with the hardening and gen-
eral deterioration of small ar-
teries. The doctor concluded:
“What smoking does is dam-
age these particular arteries
and make their walls stiff. So
when a pulse of blood comes
down, the vessel can’t expand
(to ease its passage). That
would happen in old age any-
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way, but it happens twice as
fast in smokers.”

Violence in School

<> According to the National
Education Association, more
than 60,900 teachers were at-
tacked during the 1977-78
school year. Though this rep-
resented only 3 percent of the
teachers in American public
schools, 17 percent live in con-
stant fear of attack and 12
percent were threatened. As-
sailants, which included both
students and their parents,
wielded a battery of weapons,
including chairs, lead pipes,
fire extinguishers, handguns,
files and steel combs fitted
with ice picks. Angered over
low grades, one group of Los
Angeles students even set
their teacher’s hair on fire.
Many assaults go unreported
by teachers for fear of re-
prisals from their attackers or
criticism from school officials.
One teacher’s union official
stated: “Kids feel free to com-
mit assaults because they
know they’re not going to be
punished.” These assaults have
taken their toll emotionally on
the teachers. A study of 253
Los Angeles inner-city teach-
ers reveals that many teachers
developed conditions similar to
the “combat neuroses” found
in soldiers at war.

Toys for Adults?
<$> A store designed to provide
expensive “toys” for wealthy

adults has opened in Cali-
fornia. A person can take his
pick from the stock that in-
cludes a one-passenger Scor-
pion helicopter ($30,000, U.S.%,
a one-passenger jet aircraft
($50,000, U.S.), customized
cars (from $40,000 to $100,000,
U.S.), and a 40-foot (12-meter)
powerboat ($100,000, U.S.). In
case this is too much for a
person’s pocketbook, he can
get a store banner for $60,
which is one of the cheapest
items in the store. Are their
items selling? “We expect to
liquidate the inventory in De-
cember,” said one of the own-
ers about their reported $6-
million inventory.

Where Are Most Rapes

Committed ?
€ Not in a dark secluded
place, but indoors, and usually
these are committed by some-
one the victim knows. A new
study by Pauline Bart of the
University of Illinois showed
that there is more indoor rape
primarily because it is easier
for the victim to avoid it out-
doors. What is the best method
to avoid rape when con-
fronted? Screaming and strug-
gling.

The researcher concluded:
“lI do not mean to suggest that
verbal strategies are useless.
Women have been able to ne-
gotiate with rapists on such
items as getting their credit
cards back and where the rape
should take place. But very
few women simply talked
their way out of rape.” Even
indoors, she suggested, women
should scream and resist, since
sometimes a delay could en-
able outside help to arrive.

Ouija Board Causes Abuse

<> A foster child was beaten
and abused for over four years
by guardians who believed in
“messages” received from a
QOuija board, charges a lawsuit
filed in Oregon. It is claimed
that when something was
missing in the house, the
board would be consulted and
the boy’s name would usually
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be the answer. As a punish-
ment, it is alleged that the
boy was tied to a chair, then
beaten with a fishing rod or
a belt. He was also forced to
swallow spoonfuls of pepper,
to chew and swallow large
amounts of tobacco snuff, and
was locked in his room for as
long as three days while the
rest of the family relaxed at
the beach.

Book Reading—Dying?

€% Almost half of 1,450 Amer-
icans over the age of 16 who
were interviewed admitted
that they had never read a
book, according to the results
of a study authorized by the
book industry. The study re-
vealed that 39 percent said
that they read only news-
papers and magazines, and 6
percent confessed that they
never read any published ma-
terial. However, among the 55
percent that still did read
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books, the most favored sub-
jects were biographies and
autobiographies, followed by
cookbooks, history, religion,
instructions, current events,
sports, psychology and self-
help. The study claimed that
people who watch TV are
not necessarily inhibited from
reading and that leisure time
for other activities is not
so overwhelming that people
have no time left over for
reading books. It was found
that the busiest people do read.

The Shame Has Gone

<4t The shame of bearing an il-
legitimate child, which caused
many girls to flock to homes
for unwed mothers, has prac-
tically vanished. With it has
gone much of the need for
such homes. The vast majority
of these homes have closed
down and the few remaining
ones, usually run by social
agencies, have beds to spare.

Even the kind of girls who
come to the homes has
changed. First, they are youn-
ger. The officials at one home
indicated that the average age
had dropped from 17 to 15 In
the last 10 years. Still, preg-
nancies of 13- and 14-year-olds
were common, and some were
even as young as 11. “This
place has become a real child-
care center,” said one official.
In times past, girls who came
were embarrassed about their
condition and tried to hide
from those outside the home.
One home supervisor said that
now the girls will go in noisy
groups to local department
stores and that “they don’t
mind who sees them. They
even flirt and try to pick up
boys.” However, one youngster
said remorsefully: “l1 thought
| wanted a baby, but now I'm
scared. What if I can’t make it
stop crying? What if I ruin its
little life?”
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