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15 UIORID UniTV

W ORLD unity! What a blessing it would 
be for mankind! But is there any­

thing to indicate that it is more than just 
a Utopian dream? Or has it perhaps finally 
been brought within reach?

If you have ever traveled extensively, 
you may have experienced the frustration 
of keeping your finances straight. Likely 
you had the challenge of converting your 
Japanese yen into German marks, then 
into Italian lire, over into English pounds 
or maybe American dollars, all the while 
trying to figure out what this or that 
would cost “in real money.” Thus, no doubt 
you can see the advantage that world uni­
ty would bring in just such a small mat­

te r  as com m on c u rren cy .
Or what about those end­

less passport and customs con­
trols? What an inconvenience 
and what a loss of time! These, 
too, would cease were world 
unity  a reality . No more: 
“Would you open your suit­
cases, please? How long do 
you plan on staying? Where?” 
and sometimes even “Why?” 
—almost as though you were 
not really wanted.

Of course, these are minor 
inconveniences when com­
pared to the really BIG prob­
lems that world unity would 
solve. Gone would be the po­
litical differences, faultfinding 
and name-calling that only too 
often escalate into trade em­
bargoes, currency restrictions, 
disruption of diplomatic rela­
tions and sometimes climax in 
war itself, with all its needless 
misery and suffering.

If people could resolve their 
political differences, think of 
the tremendous amount of 
money, presently set aside for 
national defense, that would 

immediately become available! This money 
could provide everyone with decent hous­
ing and dignified employment and working 
conditions. It could make desolate areas 
habitable, build roads and hospitals, and 
improve the educational system. Why, the 
list of possibilities is almost endless!

In view of the benefits brought about 
by unity, it is understandable that repeated 
attempts to achieve it have been made. On 
a small scale some of these attempts have 
been successful. Groups of people have 
been united into strong nations. Consider, 
for example, the Holy Roman Empire, the 
British Empire, or, more recently, the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
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Other attempts, although not necessarily 
with political integration as their goal, 
have nevertheless brought about increased 
unity of thought and action between groups 
of nations. The League of Arab States is 
one example, as is the United Nations 
organization.

Some consider world unity, however, as 
purely Utopian. Why even the Holy Roman 
Empire and the British Empire broke up 
with time, they will point out. Even stable 
federal governments are having problems, 
like the government of Canada, which is 
concerned that Quebec might break away 
from the rest of the country.

So although desirable, there seem to be 
heavy undercurrents running against world 
unity. Abba Eban, former foreign minister 
of Israel, once said: “A paradox of our 
times is that the proliferation of small 
nation-states goes hand in hand with a 
search for wider forms of integration, as 
exemplified in the United Nations, the Eu­
ropean Economic Community, the Organi­

zation of American States and the Organi­
zation of African Unity.” The intervening 
14 years since these words were spoken 
only serve to verify them, because during 
this period many new nations have come 
into existence: Angola, Bangladesh and 
Botswana to mention only three. Now, 150 
nations are members of the United Na­
tions, the most ever.

In view of this strong trend toward na­
tionalism, can we realistically speak of 
world unity? Yes, we can. We feel that 
world unity is, not only desirable and 
achievable, but inevitable! And we feel that 
it will bring about benefits of which man 
today cannot even dream.

But still the question remains: How will 
it be achieved? Western Europeans may 
see progress toward a proposed “United 
States of Europe” as a step in the right 
direction. Could this, if achieved, prove 
to be the big breakthrough? Would it fi­
nally put world unity within reach? Let us 
consider the evidence.

is  irunnE D  su m s  of Europe"
0 STEP III THE RIGHT DIREITIOH?
EUROPE was for centuries the center 

of world civilization and culture. It ex­
perienced the Renaissance; it mothered the 
industrial revolution; it financed the ex­
ploration of distant “undiscovered” lands; 
it colonized them and made nominal Chris­
tians out of “pagan natives.” Even today 
Europe makes its influence felt in many 
parts of the earth.

That is why many persons feel that a 
united Europe—perhaps even a “United 
States of Europe”—would have a positive, 
beneficial effect on the rest of the world.

Could it perhaps be a step in the right 
direction—in the direction of world unity?

Attempts at Unification
The famous French writer Victor Hugo 

served as president of a congress held in 
Paris in 1849 that pleaded for a United 
States of Europe to ensure universal peace. 
Later Count Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi, 
an Austrian, founded what was known as 
the Pan-European union with a similar 
goal, but it too met with little success. 

After emerging from World War II,
4 AWAKE! —  FEBRUARY 22, 1979



which split Europe into 
two p o litic a l blocs,
Western European na­
tions began giving re­
newed consideration to 
the desirability of unifi­
cation. Eastern Europe­
an nations rejected the 
idea, seeing in it a polit­
ical move by the West­
ern nations to oppose 
the Communist bloc.
H ence, th e  so -called  
“United States of Eu­
rope” has been solely 
a W estern European 
project.

A first step was taken in 1949 when 
10 of these Western European nations 
agreed to set up a Council of Europe. It 
was “for the purpose of safeguarding and 
promoting the ideals and principles which 
are part of its common heritage and to 
favor their social and economic progress.” 
Although it had no decision-making pow­
ers, yet it served as a consultative group 
or forum where member nations could ex­
press opinions and make recommendations.

Winston Churchill said of this Council: 
“The first step has been taken, and it is

the first step that counts”—provided, of 
course, that the first step is in the right 
direction. Was it? The fact that other 
European nations have joined this Council 
—at present there are 20 members—seems 
to indicate that at least they feel that it 
was.

In 1951, at the suggestion of the French 
minister of foreign affairs, Robert Schu­
mann, five of these original 10 nations 
(France, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands 
and Luxembourg), together with the Fed­
eral Republic of Germany, formed the Eu-
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ropean Coal and Steel Community. They 
thereby pooled their basic resources and 
made them subject to a new multinational 
authority.

Since this proved quite practical these 
six nations ventured another step forward 
in 1957. They set up the European Eco­
nomic Community and the European Atom­
ic Energy Community. Later, in January 
1973, these communities were enlarged to 
nine members when Denmark, Ireland and 
the United Kingdom joined the movement. 
This “Common Market,” as it is generally 
called, was considered a further step to­
ward eventual complete economic and po­
litical union.

How Do People Feel About It?
The common man’s attitude is based not 

so much on the political implications of 
this union as on the practical results he 
himself has experienced. Housewives are 
happy that they now have a greater va­
riety of foodstuffs to choose from, and that 
foreign products tend to be more economi­
cal because of the favorable trade arrange­
ments within the Common Market and 
with other nations.

Travelers are happy that freer movement 
between states has become possible. Gov­
ernments seem to be more willing to co­
operate on common problems: terrorism, 
inflation, unemployment, energy. A Euro­
pean driver’s license appears to be on the 
way, even as later, perhaps, a common cur­
rency.

Euro-Barometre, a publication of the 
Commission of the European Communi­
ties, announced in its July 1977 issue the 
results of polls taken every six months 
since 1973. It said: “Attitudes in the Com­
munity as a whole have changed very lit­
tle . .  . six in ten (57%) felt that the 
Community was ‘a good thing,’ between 
one and two in ten (14%) feeling that it 
was ‘a bad thing.’ . . . Attitudes still vary

considerably from country to country, but 
less so than in 1973.” This article also 
pointed out that 42 percent of those ques­
tioned felt that the movement toward Eu­
ropean unification should be speeded up, 
34 percent preferred to see it continued as 
at present, while only 11 percent wanted 
it slowed down.

Two New Steps in the Offing
One of the European Community’s in­

stitutions is called the European Parlia­
ment (not to be confused with the afore­
mentioned Council of Europe). It serves 
as a sounding board for the Community’s 
problems. But since it is not a legislature, 
its powers are limited. Until now members 
have been appointed by the individual na­
tional parliaments, but in 1976 it was de­
cided that general elections should be held 
in the spring of 1978 to elect them directly. 
Difficulties in deciding on electoral proce­
dures, however, forced postponement, and 
the elections have been rescheduled for 
June 7-10, 1979.

Interest in these elections has been slug­
gish. One poll indicates that only 28 per­
cent of the population of the Federal Re­
public of Germany are at present seriously 
considering voting. Opponents say that the 
elections are merely a political experiment

In Future Issues
■ The Day We Had 

Our Baby!

•  Why Lawyers Are 
Under Fire

B Disco Fever Sweeps 
the World
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without any real meaning and that they 
will fail to change the general situation. 
Proponents, on the other hand, feel that 
elections will at least heighten interest in 
the Parliament and impress on its mem­
bers the fact that they are responsible to 
the people who elected them. Be that as 
it may, the elections, if and when they are 
held, will probably add momentum to the 
forward drive in the general direction of 
a “United States of Europe.”

Another step being debated involves en­
larging the Common Market to include 
Spain, Portugal and Greece. Some fear 
that this would weaken the alliance. Al­
though Spain’s King Juan Carlos in his 
coronation speech mentioned that ‘Europe 
would be incomplete without the Span­
iard,’ yet there is some reluctance on both 
sides to press forward with the idea. With 
unemployment already running uncomfort­
ably high within the Common Market, its 
present members are reluctant to admit 
nations with an unemployment problem 
even greater than their own. Some have 
been talking in terms of a 10-year negotiat­
ing period, which understandably is not ac­
ceptable to those who want faster progress.

Obviously many persons feel that en­
largement would hinder rather than ad­
vance the possibilities of European unity. 
John Cole in an article in The Observer 
expressed it this way: “Enlargement also 
probably means the abandonment for many 
years of any hope—or fear—of a federal 
Europe, any early possibility of economic 
and monetary union.”

Additional Barriers to Progress
Nationalism is undoubtedly the greatest 

barrier to real unity. Cooperation among 
political equals for mutual commercial 
benefit is one thing; surrendering one’s 
national sovereignty, or even a part of it, 
is something else. In fact many alliances 
have been formed with the understanding

—yes, even on the condition—that nation­
al sovereignties be respected and in no 
way infringed on. History teaches us that 
nations and rulers are seldom willing to 
surrender their sovereignty to others.

Even nations with a similar form of gov­
ernment based on a common ideology are 
not particularly interested in uniting un­
der a single government. The Soviet Union 
and China, for example, have even devel­
oped their own types of Communism. Great 
Britain and the United States of America 
probably enjoy one of the most intimate 
relationships between world powers that 
has ever existed. Yet, would we expect 
plans to unite them politically, possibly 
resulting in either a “President of Great 
Britain” or a “Queen of the United States,” 
to be met with unanimous and instant ap­
proval?

Political unity, if it could be achieved, 
would obviously go far in promoting world 
unity. But political unity would mean elim­
inating nationalism, and nationalism dies 
a hard death indeed!

Another thing: the basis for unity must 
be a common law acknowledged by all and 
to which all would submit themselves, 
without exception. But a common law pre­
supposes a single standard of conduct and 
ethical convictions. Can there really be 
unity as long as peoples and nations go 
on setting up their own standards, “doing 
their own thing”? This absence of similar 
convictions and standards of conduct makes 
the formation of a common law to which 
all would submit themselves extremely dif­
ficult to attain. Who would have the wis­
dom and the needed authority to set such 
standards to which all would be willing to 
submit?

Dr. Owen, British foreign secretary 
speaking in Brussels in February of 1978, 
said that the “fully fledged federalism,” to 
which some people remained committed, 
was “a noble goal but one which for most
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Common market nations
1 Italy 2 Frame 3 Fed. Rep. af Germany 
4  Belgium S Retherlands 6 Luxembourg 
7 Britain 8 Ireland 9 Denmark

of us in Britain is unrealistic, and to some 
mythical. We cannot see in concrete terms 
how nine nations with very different politi­
cal, social and cultural traditions . . . can 
possibly become federated over any time- 
scale of political activity on which it is 
realistic to focus.”

Under the title “Europe Tomorrow,” the 
German monthly Unsere Arbeit (Our 
Work) stated: “The way to a European 
Union—with its own legislative body, gov­
ernment, central bank, and all the symbols

of a sovereign state—is arduous, and full 
of hindrances. Even the Common Market, 
the starting point of the federation, . . . 
does not function without complaint.” 

Time magazine called the Community, 
after 20 years of existence, “more an un­
derdeveloped adolescent than a mature 
adult” and added that “further progress 
toward a truly unified Europe is perhaps 
more elusive today than it was at the onset 
of the great experiment. Member states 
still do not hesitate to bypass Community 

institutions when there 
is a national advantage 
to be gained.”

So although prog­
ress has been made, it 
appears that the prob­
lems still facing this 
Western European un­
dertaking are formi­
dable. In many ways 
th ey  a re  s im ila r  to  
those faced on a glob­
al scale by the United 
Nations organization. 
Let us turn our atten­
tion to it, then, for a 
m o m e n t  a n d  s e e  
w h e th e r  i t  pe rhaps  
has succeeded in put­
ting world unity final­
ly within reach.

not Vet
^  10 Greece

11 Portugal
12 Spain

POLAND

AFRICA
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TYPOGRAPHICAL errors are the bane 
of the printing business. In a news­

paper article some years ago about the 
United Nations, the “i” and the “t ” in 
“united” accidentally got transposed. So 
instead of speaking about the United 
Nations the article ended up referring to 
the Untied Nations.

Of course, with tongue in cheek, one 
might explain away the mistake as being

no mistake at all. Although the U.N. still 
exists after its founding over 30 years ago, 
yet there have been times when the na­
tions seemed rather more “untied”—each 
nation going its own way and seeking its 
own interests—than tied together, or unit­
ed, in mutual interests and endeavors.

Commendable Goals
The goals of the United Nations organi-
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zation are commendable. “The purposes of 
the United Nations are,” so reads its char­
ter, “to maintain international peace and 
security.”

Article 55 of the charter says: “With a 
view to the creation of conditions of sta­
bility and well-being which are necessary 
for peaceful and friendly relations among 
nations based on respect for the principle of 
equal rights and self-determination of peo­
ples, the United Nations shall promote: 
a) higher standards of living, full employ­
ment, and conditions of economic and so­
cial progress and development; b) solu­
tions of international economic, social, 
health, and related problems; and inter­
national cultural and educational co­
operation; and c) universal respect for, 
and observance of, human rights and fun­
damental freedoms for all without dis­
tinction as to race, sex, language, or re­
ligion.”

Fine goals, but to what extent have they 
been reached? To what extent they be 
reached? An article in the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung in 1965 called atten­
tion to certain facts that still apply today 
14 years later: “A balance of twenty years 
of UN history and a long list of concili­
ation and mediation measures shows that 
the United Nations have been successful 
in cases where the ‘super powers’ have not 
been directly involved.”

The article called attention to the fine 
work done by organs of the United Na­
tions in other fields, such as by the World 
Health Organization (WHO), the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul­
tural Organization (UNESCO), the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and 
by a host of others.

There are U.N. agencies, for example, 
dealing with the peaceful uses of outer 
space, of atomic energy and of the seabed. 
Questions of the environment, industrial 
development and economic development 
also come up for consideration. There is

a United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse 
Control. Much has been done in the way 
of disaster relief. One of the most remark­
able achievements was caring for the needs 
of millions of Bangladeshi refugees after 
the war with Pakistan.

A Committee on Crime Prevention and 
Control has also done fine work. The first 
major intergovernmental conference ever 
devoted solely to women was sponsored by 
this organization in Mexico City in 1975.

A Basic Problem
However, these fine results are generally 

not the basis for any judgment made of 
the organization itself. The U.N., the a r­
ticle continued, “must get used to the idea 
that it will be measured by a political tape 
measure.”

Applying a political tape measure is dif­
ficult, however. The U.N. is no common 
political government. It is something dif­
ferent. It is not a world government, nor 
was it designed to be such, although Kurt 
Waldheim, its present secretary-general 
admits: “In its early days there was a 
widespread anxiety that the United Na­
tions would infringe on national indepen­
dence and sovereignty.”

But how could it? The U.N. has no pow­
er to make laws, much less to enforce 
them. Its decisions are not binding on the 
nations that are members. The member 
states are all sovereign and are considered 
equal. It is this very lack of real authority, 
respected and accepted by all member na­
tions, that seems to be one of the major 
built-in defects of the U.N.

For example, with the exception of cases 
involving international peace and security, 
there is no provision made for the United 
Nations to interfere in the internal affairs 
of the individual nations. But this, of 
course, allows for interpretation—what are 
international affairs and what are purely 
internal matters?
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United States President Jimmy Carter 
has spoken out strongly in favor of human 
rights and protested their disavowal, in 
some countries, in violation of the United 
Nations’ charter. Other countries accuse 
the United States of unduly interfering in 
their internal affairs by doing so. In ac­
tuality it boils down to the fact that each 
nation only accepts what it wants to ac­
cept and rejects what it considers an in­
fringement on its rights as a sovereign na­
tion. It is the same problem as in the 
“United States of Europe,” only on a grand­
er scale!

Strong Nationalism
This is backed up by what a U.N. pam­

phlet says regarding the U.N.’s Interna­
tional Court of Justice: “The Statute of 
the Court is a part of the Charter of the 
United Nations, and every Member State 
has automatic access to the Court. States 
parties to the Statute may at any time 
declare that they recognize the compulsory 
jurisdiction of the Court in legal disputes. 
The majority of Member States have not 
yet accepted compulsory 
[Italics ours.] So it is a court without any 
real authority, a ‘paper tiger!’

Kurt Waldheim, reviewing 30 years of 
U.N. activity, said that a workable interna­
tional system must inevitably entail limi­
tations on individual sovereignty. He said 
that although in some fields such limita­
tions were being achieved, yet there have 
also been “strong reassertions of national­
ism” throughout the entire world during 
the past 30 years.

“Strong reassertions of nationalism” 
make achieving world unity more difficult. 
Waldheim expressed what the U.N. was up 
against by saying: “The strengthening of 
our Organization’s role in maintaining 
peace by securing general respect for the 
decisions of its principal organs is perhaps 
the most difficult task of all.”

Achieving such “general respect” is ad­

mittedly not easy. N. J. Padelford and 
L. M. Goodrich, in their book The United 
Nations in the Balance—Accomplishments 
and Prospects, make this significant obser­
vation about the U.N.: “It has been called 
upon to keep the peace where there has 
been no peace in the hearts of men . . . 
The Organization cannot prevent a nuclear 
war from engulfing mankind if nations be­
come bent upon this. It cannot compel 
great powers to do its bidding or to follow 
its recommendations. . . .  It offers a forum 
in which the representatives of states can 
reason together, if they will. It can make 
available procedures of preventive diplo­
macy, of conciliation, and of peace-keeping 
to help settle disputes and to maintain in­
ternational peace and security. But states 
must be prepared to accept and use these 
or the efforts will be stillborn.” [Italics 
ours.]

That is the crux of the matter. To gain 
unity there must be willingness on the part 
of all to cooperate for mutual good. This 
willingness must be a desire born of the 
heart, not simply of the mind. In short, 
love is the key to world unity.

But nationalism, the biggest problem 
standing in the way of world unity, is no 
expression of love. Instead, it stresses the 
personal, selfish interests of one nation, 
rather than seeking the overall welfare of 
all nations.

True love requires widening out in an 
individual’s interests and affections to in­
clude, not just those of his own nation, 
but peoples of the entire world. It requires 
international thinking.

But love cannot be legislated. How, then, 
can it be achieved? Is there any evidence 
to show that the nations, either those toy­
ing with the idea of a “United States of 
Europe” or the 150 member nations of the 
U.N., have recognized this key and are 
using it to open the door to world unity, 
bringing it finally within reach?
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PEACE and unity go together. If you 
have one, you have the other. World 

unity would ensure world peace, a peace 
as abundant and lasting as the unity upon 
which it was based.

But both are dependent upon something 
else. Upon what? Psalm 119:165 answers: 
“Abundant peace belongs to those loving 
your [God’s] law, and for them there is 
no stumbling block.”
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Loving God’s law, not just simply know­
ing it, is what is necessary to overcome 
the stumbling blocks on the road to peace 
and world unity. That love is the key that 
opens the door to world unity.

Pointing up this fact are the words of 
Roman Catholic Franz Cardinal Konig of 
Austria. Speaking about the possibilities of 
achieving a united Europe, he said: “The 
symptoms of spiritual sickness in today’s 
western man can be summed up briefly: 
the inability to love. . . . We all know that 
we Europeans are going through a crisis. 
We have the feeling that this crisis of the 
western world proceeds from a spiritual 
uprootal. . . .  In the mad scramble for ma­
terial prosperity man is being brought to 
ruin both physically and spiritually. . . . 
To the extent that man becomes spiritually 
sick, the problems of the coming Europe 
will be unsolvable.” [Italics ours.]

No Love for God
World unity is not just a matter of 

politics. It involves spirituality; it involves 
religion, Bible-based religion. Getting to 
know God’s law means studying the Bible 
carefully. Learning to love God’s law en­
tails more: meditating on its wisdom and 
on the personal benefits of obedience. A 
person who thus learns to love God’s law 
will express it by loving his neighbor, but 
primarily by loving God.

Governments, as well as the humanitari­
an organs of the U.N., may express a cer­
tain love for neighbor, but where is their 
love for God when they set themselves in 
opposition to his kingdom? Have they done 
this? Yes.

Bible chronology and the fulfillment of 
Bible prophecy indicate that in the year 
1914 the wqrds of Revelation 11:15 were 
fulfilled: “The kingdom of the world did 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Christ.”

What does this mean? It means that af­
ter giving man thousands of years of time

to rule the world without interruption, 
God through his Son Jesus Christ has now 
stepped in to bring about the world unity 
man has shown himself incapable of pro­
ducing. But instead of looking to God’s 
kingdom, the nations have banded together 
—united, as it were, in the U.N. or other 
organizations—in opposition to this king­
dom.

Psalm 2:2-6 foretold this: “The kings of 
earth take their stand and high officials 
themselves have massed together as one 
against Jehovah and against his anointed 
one . . . Jehovah himself . . . will speak 
to them . . . saying: ‘I, even I, have in­
stalled my king upon Zion, my holy moun­
tain.’ ”

“Dash Them to Pieces”
Jesus foretold that a worldwide preach­

ing work (Matt. 24:14) would be carried 
on after God’s kingdom began to rule. This 
would allow earth’s inhabitants an indi­
vidual opportunity to decide whether to 
support Jehovah’s sovereignty or that of 
the nations.

After this opportunity had been pre­
sented to the extent that God desired, 
Christ would turn his attention to the na­
tions and do to them as Psalm 2:9 says: 
“You will break them with an iron scepter, 
as though a potter’s vessel you will dash 
them to pieces.”—See also Daniel 2:44.

Should this impress us as being strange 
or cruel on God’s part? Human govern­
ments often take strong measures when 
they consider their existence or the wel­
fare of their citizens threatened. Should 
the Creator of the universe have any less 
right to take action when he sees the very 
existence of mankind threatened by dis­
united nations through nuclear warfare?

United Religiously Under One
Government

La Nouvelle Gazette, a Belgian news­
paper, headlined an article: “To Avoid a
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Nuclear War Within 25 Years, American 
Experts Have Found Only One Solution: 
That of Jehovah’s Witnesses!” It went on 
to explain: “The only remedy would be 
a major relinquishment of sovereignty by 
each country . . .  in favor of a world gov­
ernment.” It said this was exactly “the 
proposition upheld by Jehovah’s Witness­
es.”

But what is this “proposition” that even 
caused an Australian newspaper to state 
that “Jehovah’s Witnesses is the only world 
peace movement to succeed”? Have they 
really found the key to peace, to world 
unity?

Jehovah’s Witnesses have chosen to unite 
themselves under one government, God’s 
government. This calls for a stand of strict 
neutrality toward the affairs of the over 
200 nations in which they presently live, 
a stand generally so well known that it 
hardly needs any documentation here.

Although God’s kingdom is a heavenly 
government, it is a reality. It has earthly 
agencies or organs that contribute to peace 
and unity: training programs, schools, ju­
dicial systems and counseling arrange­
ments. Thousands have been helped to give 
up drugs, smoking, excessive drinking, 
promiscuous sex, and have learned to be 
honest, conscientious workers. Has this 
contributed to their health, their general 
welfare, their peace of mind and their hap­
piness? Judge for yourself.

These agencies have also helped thou­
sands of persons to become literate. Where­
as the literacy rate among Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses in Nigeria is about 77 percent, The 
Times, a Nigerian newspaper, recently 
spoke of “a literacy rate [throughout the 
country] of only 20 per cent.” In an inter­
view with Jehovah’s Witnesses, a former 
secretary of education in Santo Andre, SP, 
Brazil, declared: “It is rare to find persons 
or groups such as Jehovah’s Witnesses who 
are so interested in the education of their

neighbours with the purpose of incorpo­
rating thousands of persons into a society 
from which they were excluded previously 
due to illiteracy. You can count on our 
backing and gratitude. If such efforts were 
made by other groups there would be less 
illiteracy in Brazil.”

God’s government is interested in edu­
cating its subjects so that they can gain 
accurate knowledge of its laws. It has also 
provided for judicial arrangements to see 
to it that these laws are enforced. But 
since its subjects are convinced that these 
laws are just and right and designed to 
make them happy, they are willing to ac­
cept the heavenly government’s compul­
sory jurisdiction. Persons who live in over 
200 different countries and yet have been 
able to unite under a common law based 
on a single standard of conduct and ethical 
convictions, and who actively support the 
same one government, have come a long 
way indeed in achieving within their ranks 
world unity.

The Milwaukee Sentinel stressed this 
when it said about Jehovah’s Witnesses: 
“Their agreement is not on just the trivi­
alities of life, but the vital things—rules 
of conduct, adherence to principles, wor­
ship of God.” The Brazilian newspaper 
O Tempo agreed: “Although there are 
many imposing religions with their propa­
ganda in all parts of the globe, there does 
not exist a single one on the face of the 
earth today that shows the same love and 
unity as the theocratic organization of Je­
hovah’s Witnesses.”

This is because Jehovah’s Witnesses are 
loyal subjects of their chosen government. 
What nation on earth today could claim 
to have ONLY loyal subjects, plagued as 
many of them are with radical groups in­
tent on overthrowing the government, with 
citizens who render lip service, but dis­
loyally cheat on their taxes, sidestep in­
convenient laws for personal advantage,
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show disrespect for the “decisions of its 
principal organs” and poke fun at their 
leaders?

Subjects of God's reigning kingdom, on 
the other hand, obey its laws to the best 
of their imperfect abilities, even when in­
convenient, because they love God's law. 
They show respect for the “decisions of its 
principal organs” and are willing to pay 
back to their government its just dues.

In fact they are even willing to die in 
defense of their heavenly government, will­
ing to die for their country, as it were. 
Their exemplar, Jesus Christ, laid down 
his life, not in defense of the Roman Em­
pire, nor to preserve the Jewish system of 
things, but to promote the interests of 
God's kingdom. It is this unbreakable loy­
alty to God's government based on love 
for God that ensures their unity.

This unity, however, does not stifle in­
dividualism or variety. Former foreign 
minister of Israel Abba Eban once said that 
“national diversity can be a source of in­
tense and positive vitality, provided that 
it is reconciled with the restraints and 
solidarities of an international order.” Je­
hovah's Witnesses living in over 200 dif­
ferent nations maintain their “national di­
versity”—manner of dress, local customs, 
way of life, all the diversity that God pur­
posed among mankind—and this is truly 
“a source of intense and positive vitality” 
because it allows them to learn from one 
another. National groups strong on hospi­
tality are teaching more restrained peoples 
to be more open and generous; those with 
organizational talents are helping others 
to become more practical and efficient; 
good traits of others are being assimilated, 
while negative traits are being eradicated. 
They have learned international thinking,

thus letting their “national diversity” be 
“reconciled with the restraints and soli­
darities of an international order,” in this 
case God's kingdom.

For all of this Jehovah's Witnesses take 
no personal credit. They do not claim to 
be the architects of world unity. It is God 
who has provided the key to world unity 
and the key is available for all to use. The 
unity that Jehovah's Witnesses demon­
strate can only be attributed to their will­
ingness to conform their ways to the ways 
of God. This is the wise thing to do and 
the only way to ensure living in God's new 
system of things described at Revelation 
21:3, 4: “And God himself will be with 
them. And he will wipe out every tear 
from their eyes, and death will be no more, 
neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain 
be anymore. The former things have passed 
away.” This is what God's kingdom will do!

The proposed “United States of Europe,” 
or even a United Nations Organization, is 
a poor substitute—indeed, no substitute— 
for God's kingdom, despite the fact that 
Pope Paul VI, addressing the U.N. in 1965, 
spoke of the peoples' turning “to the 
United Nations as to the ultimate hope for 
harmony and peace.” The truth of the mat­
ter is that more and more of the peoples 
are turning to God's kingdom as the ulti­
mate hope, drawn by the world unity it 
has already brought about on a small scale 
and in expectation of the world unity it 
will shortly bring about on a global scale.

The publishers of Awake! sincerely hope 
that many more may still learn about God's 
marvelous provision and take advantage 
of it. The key to world unity has been 
found and the door to it has been opened. 
Rejoice! World unity IS within reach! Will 
you reach out to accept it?

“ The fruit of righteousness has its seed sown under peaceful conditions 
for those who are making peace”—Jas. 3:18.
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ANCIENT SUMERIA

Man-made Shortcuts hr trade
BY "AWAKE!" CORRESPONDENT IN CANADA

IT HAS been ranked in importance with 
victory in battle, acquiring territory or 

building a temple. This is how building a 
canal has been rated.

Are you surprised? You may well be, 
for the simplest canal is just a ditch dug 
to carry water—hardly a mighty accom­
plishment in itself. Although certain super-

16

canals have been hailed 
“marvel of the cen­
tury” or “one of the 
w or ld ’s w o n d e rs ,” 
these watercourses are 
valued more for what 
they do than as monu- 
m e n t s  to  h u m a n  
achievement.

Man long has appre­
ciated the waterways 
of planet Earth, and 
has used them for  
transportation, trade 
and recreation. But riv­
ers do not always lead 
where men want to go, 
and sometimes they 
are too wild to carry 
boats. Oceans are sepa­
rated by land masses 
that take many days 
to sail around. So men 
have bu i l t  de tours  
around obstructions on 
rivers, and have dug 
shortcuts through nar­
row  a r m s  of l a n d .  
These canals then sup­

plement earth’s natural waterways.

Ancient Canals
The earliest ship-carrying canal on rec­

ord appears to have existed in Egypt dur­
ing the second millennium before the Com­
mon Era. That waterway followed almost 
the same route as the modern Suez Canal.
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The ancient Phoenicians, Assyrians, Su­
merians and Egyptians all constructed 
elaborate canal systems that served as a 
means of communication and transpor­
tation. In Babylonia, shallow basketlike 
vessels and rafts carried goods to and from 
the sea. The rivers Chebar and Ahava men­
tioned in the Bible may have been canals. 
—Ezek. 1:1; Ezra 8:21.

However, we must look to the ancient 
Chinese for a most significant innovation 
in canal building. In the year 983 of our 
Common Era, it is said that Chhiao Wei- 
Yo, assistant commissioner for transport 
on a section of the Grand Canal, invented 
the first pound lock.

Locks
A lock is a hydraulic elevator that uses 

water in a canal system to raise or lower 
a ship from one level to another. One type 
is the pound lock, which has gates at each 
end and a system of valves to fill it with 
water up to the level of the canal above 
or empty it to the level of the canal below. 
The first pound lock on European canals 
probably was built in 1373 C.E. at Vrees- 
wijk, in Holland.

About 1485 C.E., Leonardo da Vinci put 
the finishing touch on basic lock design 
by devising the swinging or miter gate, 
a type still used. When the gate closes, 
its two leaves form an angle pointing up­
stream so that the water flowing down­
stream holds them tightly together.

With the new lock designs, canal 
builders could take ships up one side 
of a summit and down the other, and go 
around falls or rapids on navigable rivers. 
The stage was set for the Canal Age in 
Europe and North America.

The Canal Age
Europe’s first major canal was built in 

France during the early 17th century. The 
Briare Canal was opened in 1642. It was 
34 miles (55 kilometers) long, had 40 locks,

and rose 128 feet (39 meters) from Briare 
on the Loire River, thereafter falling 266 
feet (81 meters) eventually to connect with 
the Seine. Reconstructed, it is used today 
as part of a canal system from the Seine 
to the Rhone.

Other major canals soon followed. The 
150-mile (241-kilometer) Languedoc (now 
called Canal du Midi) opened in 1681 to 
join the Mediterranean Sea to the Atlantic 
Ocean. Built almost 300 years ago, it is 
recognized as the first modern canal.

Europe’s waterway system continued to 
expand, especially during the first half of 
the 19th century. New locks and canals 
opened shortcuts and connected waterways 
to speed along the Industrial Revolution 
and create the thousands of miles of inter­
connected systems in use today.

Farther east, canals were built in Rus­
sia to connect the Baltic Sea with the 
White Sea, as well as with the Black Sea 
and with the Caspian Sea by way of the 
Volga.. This great river, with its many 
tributaries, offered some 7,200 miles (11,- 
585 kilometers) of navigation.

In England, a frenzy of canal-digging 
activity from 1760 to 1800 almost doubled 
the navigable waterways to about 2,400 
miles (3,862 kilometers). Viewing this 
work in progress during 1772, visiting 
American Benjamin Franklin wrote from 
London: “Rivers are ungovernable things, 
especially in hilly countries. Canals are 
quiet and very manageable.”

Franklin’s praise for the British canals 
may have stimulated American canal build­
ing. However, several factors brought the 
Canal Age to North America. There were 
few highways, none of them paved, and 
water travel was both convenient and ef­
ficient. A horse on the bank pulling a 
barge along a canal could move 50 tons of 
goods—about 400 times what it could carry 
on its back!

Following the War of 1812 between the 
United States and Britain, the push was
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on for westward expansion. The route 
along the St. Lawrence River to Lake 
Ontario did not suit the U.S., for it was 
controlled mostly by Canada. Moreover, 
there was as yet no way past Niagara Falls 
into Lake Erie.

So the great Erie Canal was cut. It was 
363 miles (584 kilometers) long, with 82 
locks, and ran from Albany on the Hudson 
River north of New York city to Buffalo 
on Lake Erie. Opened in 1825, the Erie 
Canal was a commercial success from the 
start. Consequently, in foreign trade, New 
York city took ascendancy over Baltimore, 
Boston and Philadelphia. The Erie Canal 
contributed to making New York one of 
the world’s greatest seaports.

From less than 100 miles (161 kilome­
ters) of canals in the United States in 1816, 
that country’s navigable waterways have 
increased to 25,000 miles (40,225 kilome­
ters) of inland systems and improved 
coastal channels. Although the coming of 
the steam locomotive brought the domi­
nance of canals to an end, one sixth of all 
U.S. inland freight still is transported by 
water.

After the War of 1812, Canada wanted 
a safe route to the interior of the country 
and the Great Lakes, well away 
from the St. Lawrence and the 
U.S. border. The main reason 
was for defense, especially to 
bring supplies unmolested from 
Montreal to Kingston on Lake 
Ontario.

The route chosen was up the 
Ottawa River, a tributary of the 
St. Lawrence, to about 120 miles 
(193 kilometers) northwest of 
Montreal, where the Rideau 
River joins in from the south.
From there, the Rideau Canal 
was built, to run 124 miles (200 
kilometers) along rivers and 
lakes to Kingston, Ontario. It 
was opened in 1832, and with the

Ottawa River it was for a time the best 
steamboat navigation route to the Great 
Lakes. The settlement that grew up where 
the Rideau Canal meets the Ottawa River 
is known today as Ottawa, the capital of 
Canada. So well was the canal constructed 
that its original locks are still in use. 
Busier than ever, each summer the Rideau 
system delights hundreds of visitors on 
pleasure craft.

Beyond Lake Ontario, magnificent Ni­
agara Falls blocked the way to the four 
remaining Great Lakes. In 1829, the first 
Welland Canal was opened, with a rise of 
326 feet (99 meters) to bypass the Falls 
and reach Lake Erie. More than a century 
later, an improved Welland Canal made 
possible the longest artificial seaway in 
the world, the St. Lawrence-Great Lakes 
waterway.

Great Ship Canals
There are many ship canals. But sup­

pose we consider three that are famous.
First, there is the Kiel Canal, or “Nord- 

Ostsee-Kanal,” across the isthmus that 
separates the North Sea from the Baltic 
Sea. There the Vikings once used horses 
to drag their ships across land on rollers.
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Germany opened the canal from sea to sea 
in 1895 as an important outlet for her ex­
panding navy. The 61-mile (98-kilometer) 
canal soon outgrew its naval origin and 
now is one of the busiest in the world, 
handling more shipping than the two more 
famous canals—Suez and Panama—com­
bined.

The Suez Canal was opened in 1869 as 
“a contribution to world unity.” More than 
100 miles (161 kilometers) long, it is ap­
propriately called the “Big Ditch.” Because 
the Mediterranean and the Red Sea are 
the same in elevation, the Suez Canal con­
necting them requires no locks. It cuts 
off almost 4,000 miles (6,436 kilometers) 
from most voyages between Europe and 
India.

The Suez Canal was to be open to all 
countries in peace and war, an agreement 
that warring nations often have ignored. 
From June 1967 until 1974, it was closed 
mainly because of Arab-Israeli strife. Now 
reopened, the “Big Ditch” will yet be en­
larged to accommodate supertankers up to
250,000 tons, if Egypt’s plans are carried 
to completion. Although the reopened wa­
terway is making its mark on world trade 
and economy, fast ships and giant tankers 
have reduced the Suez Canal’s former sig­
nificance.

The Panama Canal also has lost impor­
tance, but it is still a sensitive political and 
economic issue. Opened in 1914 as a short­
cut across the 50-mile-wide (80-kilometer­
wide) isthmus of Panama, it cuts 7,878 
miles (12,676 kilometers) off the trip 
from New York to San Francisco.

However, fewer ships are using the Pan­
ama Canal. More than 3,000 of the world’s 
merchant vessels, including the largest oil 
tankers, are too long or too wide for the 
waterway, or need deeper water when 
fully loaded. Also, the canal’s immediate 
future is clouded by political, economic and 
military issues.

In contrast, so far since it opened in 
1959, the history of the world’s longest 
artificial seaway has been peaceful. Ocean 
vessels can enter the St. Lawrence Seaway 
through the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Next 
they can travel up the river to Lake On­
tario, passing through the Welland Canal 
into Lakes Erie, Huron and Michigan, and 
then through the locks at Sault Ste. Marie 
into Lake Superior. At this point they 
have climbed more than 600 feet (183 me­
ters) since entering the Seaway, the equiv­
alent of a 60-story building! They can then 
cross to Duluth at the western tip of Lake 
Superior, 2,342 miles (3,768 kilometers) 
from the Atlantic Ocean. Also, in contrast 
with the Panama Canal, the Seaway’s 
traffic has been increasing. Already there 
is talk of adding to its capacity before the 
mid-1980’s.

What Future for Canals?
Although canals and inland waterways 

no longer are the only important means 
of moving heavy goods, they continue to 
play a vital role in this regard. For many 
bulk commodities such as grain, ore, coal 
and timber, inland water transport still is 
the most economical. Since the 1960’s, 
North America, Europe and Asia all have 
seen a resurgence of inland water trans­
port. Waterways have been modernized, 
and plans have been laid for new canals.

But there are concerns, some political 
and economic. For example, two new ca­
nals proposed for Europe would link the 
Rhine River with the Danube River, and 
then the Rhine to a system that connects 
with the Seine River. Some officials of the 
West are uneasy about opening up on the 
Danube a possible “invasion path” where­
by Communist bloc merchant fleets can 
enter Western Europe’s commercial wa­
terways.

Other concerns focus on the imbalance 
man-made waterways can cause in the nat-
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ural creation. The Erie and Welland Canals 
opened the way for the sea lamprey, an 
eellike native of the North Atlantic, to 
invade the Great Lakes, where it decimat­
ed populations of commercially valuable 
fish. Also, the St. Lawrence Seaway has 
led to expanded industrial activity along 
the Great Lakes and this has accelerated 
pollution of their waters.

Yes, man-made waterways may cause 
imbalance and may lead to increased pol­

lution in some regions, but the One who 
created ‘all the winter torrents that run 
to the sea’ can end pollution and maintain 
proper balance throughout creation. (Eccl. 
1:7) Also, it should be acknowledged that, 
however ingenious canal systems may be, 
their features can never match the wis­
dom displayed in earth’s natural water­
ways. Man can build only supplements to, 
not substitutes for, the oceans, lakes and 
rivers of our globe.

Benefits of Thoroughness
The noted British statesman and writer 

Sir Winston Churchill wrote an account 
years ago illustrating the value of thor­
oughness in learning something impor­
tant. In his autobiography Early Life 
(1930), he explained how he learned as 
a schoolboy to speak and write the En­
glish language so masterfully:

“By being so long in the lowest form 
[at Harrow School], I gained an immense 
advantage over the cleverest boys. They 
all went on to learn Latin and Greek and 
splendid things like that. But I was taught 
English. We were considered such dunc­
es that we could learn only English. 
Mr Somervell—a most delightful man, to 
whom my debt is great—was charged 
with the duty of teaching the stupidest 
boys the most disregarded thing—namely, 
to write mere English. He knew how to 
do it. He taught it as no one else has ever 
taught it. Not only did we learn English 
parsing thoroughly, but we also practiced 
continually English analysis. Mr Somer­
vell had a system of his own. He took a 
fairly long sentence and broke it up into

its components by means of black, red, 
blue and green inks. Subject, verb, object: 
Relative Clauses, Conditional Clauses, Con­
junctive and Disjunctive Clauses! Each had 
its color and its bracket. It was a kind of 
drill. We did it almost daily. As I remained 
in the Third Fourth . . . three times as 
long as anyone else, I had three times 
as much of it. I learned it thoroughly. 
Thus I got into my bones the essential 
structure of the ordinary British sentence 
—which is a noble thing. And when in 
after years my school fellows who had 
won prizes and distinction for writing 
such beautiful Latin poetry and pithy 
Greek epigrams had to come down again 
to common English, to earn their living 
or make their way, I did not feel myself 
at any disadvantage. Naturally I am 
biased in favor of boys learning English; 
I would make them all learn English; and 
then I would let the clever ones learn 
Latin as an honor, and Greek as a treat. 
But the only thing I would whip them 
for is not knowing English. I would whip 
them hard for that.”
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THE author of the book The Kingdom of 
Japonica wrote that the Japanese peo­
ple “lyve for the most part with herbes, fyshe, 

barley and ryce.” That was true in the 16th 
century; and it is still largely the case. Rice is 
the staple food of Japan.

The Japanese language has several words 
meaning “rice.” As usually served on the ta­
ble it is gohan, meaning “cooked food,” or, lit­

erally,  “ honorable  
boiled rice.” Before the 
gohan appears on the 
table, however, a tre­
mendous amount of 
work has to be done. 
First, take a look at 
the rice farmers and 
see how their 
meaning “grain rice,” 
is obtained.

How It All Begins
Rice is an annual grass of the Gra- 

minaea family and is said to have 1,400 
varieties. At the beginning of April, the 
farmers commence their work on cul­
tivated rice (Oryza sativa) by breaking 
up the earth in their fields. Since most 
farms are small in size, big machinery 
is not used. For the initial preparation 
of the fields, small machinery sometimes 
is employed, although in some places 
oxen will be seen pulling the crude farm 
equipment.

During the first 10 days of May, the 
rough rice seed is sown in well-prepared 
beds or plots in a small area of a paddy. 
Since the flooding of the fields coincides 
with the sowing of the seed, the plots 
are built higher than the paddies. With­
in a month the seeds sprout, and the 
rich green seedlings grow strong, well 
packed together.

Usually, with the second week of 
June, the monsoon rains arrive. As the 
third week of June approaches, in­
creased activity is observed in the pad­
dies. For instance, to keep the levees 
firm, small plants having strong roots 
are placed on these embankments.

Before the actual transplanting takes 
place, the rice paddies are turned over 
again and all the grass and weeds are 
removed. Pieces of machinery resem­
bling oversized lawn mowers are driven 
into the sodden fields. The farmers affix
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ropes to the machines and attach sim­
ple flat boards to the ropes. Then the men 
climb onto the boards and ride their wa­
ter sleighs until the paddies are level.

Family members, friends and neighbors 
all lend a hand pulling up the seedlings. 
These are made into bunches, are tied and 
are put into baskets. Balancing two bas­
kets hanging from a long pole across his 
shoulders, each farmer throws these bunch­
es of seedlings across the paddies at well- 
distributed points.

Transplanting and Plant Care
Next, the exhausting work of transplant­

ing gets under way. Men, women and chil­
dren step into the muddy paddies. The law 
requires that their feet and legs be cov­
ered, and to make movement easier, the 
footwear fits snugly. Pieces of string that 
span the paddies are used as guidelines. 
Everyone stands in a row with a bunch 
of seedlings in his hand. Two to five seed­
lings are separated from a bunch and 
placed 20 to 30 centimeters (8 to 12 inch­
es) apart. Each person transplants the 
seedlings in the area immediately within 
his reach. On the completion of a row, an 
individual a t each end will bring the string 
in line for the next row. So it goes, hour 
after hour, until transplanting has been 
completed in all the fields. It could be dark 
before the weary transplanters can call 
it a day.

Walking between the rice fields at night 
can be quite an experience for a city dwell­
er because the noise is like the thundering 
of freight trains. The rice fields’ harmless 
invaders are frogs. How they love that 
water! All night long, they puff and croak.

The farmers check the rice paddies daily. 
If the water is too deep, it will destroy 
the plants. Ratholes in the levees can play 
havoc with the water level; so these are 
plugged. At regular intervals, insecticides 
are sprayed on the plants; and there is a

constant watch for injurious insects and 
plant diseases.

June has brought the rainy season, and 
with it hot, humid weather—and weeds, 
weeds and more weeds. The skilled eyes 
of the farmers’ wives search for these 
weeds and grasses that must be pulled out. 
As they plod through the rows of plants, 
the women scatter weed killer, said to 
be harmless to the rice. Soon each plant 
grows to a height of approximately 1.2 
meters (4 feet). So, before long, all you 
can see moving through the paddies are 
the hats of the workers.

Fruits of Their Labors
Before the harvesting takes place, the 

water in the paddies is released. Although 
mechanical harvesting is possible, gener­
ally the farms are too small for the use 
of such machinery. During the month of 
October it is a matter of ‘all hands to 
the sickle.’ Each chop cuts off a handful 
of stalks. These are gathered and tied into 
bundles. Then each sheaf is hung over 
poles on a wooden frame in the fields and 
left to dry there for two or three days.

The separating of the grain from the 
stalk is done in the dried-out rice paddies. 
At this stage, light, easily operated ma­
chinery is brought into use. Bundles of 
rice are manually guided through the ma­
chines and the grains fall out a t one end. 
Through vinyl pipes, the chaff is blown 
out in the opposite direction.

In Japan, the stripped stalks and chaff 
are used for fertilizer, fuel, packing, pillow 
stuffing and many other purposes. Here 
this type of farming produces about 11,-
772,000 to 13,165,000 tons of rice annually.

Between the paddy and the cooking pot 
the rice passes through many hands. Un­
fortunately, by the time it reaches the 
kitchen most of its nutritive value has been 
removed, as white, polished rice is pre-
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ferred by the overwhelming majority. Since 
rice is not a complete food in itself, the 
average Japanese diet is supplemented with 
green vegetables, fish or meat. How?

Into the Cooking Pot
First, the rice has to be cooked. Allow 

half a cup of uncooked rice per person. 
Wash the rice thoroughly under cold run­
ning water, and let it drain through the 
rice until it runs clear. Put the rice in a 
colander and let it drain for an hour be­
fore cooking. The amount of water used 
varies according to the rice. As a rough 
guide, use 1% cups of water for one cup 
of Asian rice, and 1% cups of water for 
each cup of European or American rice. 
Experience will be your best teacher.

Next, put the rice and water together 
in a sturdy saucepan and cover it with a 
heavy lid. Bring the rice to a boil quickly, 
then lower the heat and let the contents 
simmer quietly for 20 minutes or until 
the water is absorbed. Leaving the lid on, 
turn up the heat for 20 or 30 seconds be­
fore removal from the heat. Let the rice 
stand for 10 to 20 minutes before serving. 
This final steaming in the retained heat 
helps to fluff up the rice.

Now to the food elements necessary for 
healthful life. The apprehensive can be re­
assured that Japanese cooking is essential­
ly no more difficult than any other kind 
and a good deal easier than some. In this 
country, the simplest basic dinner consists 
of a clear soup with tidbits floating in it 
or a thick soup containing miso (bean 
paste), followed by a main course and 
ending with plain boiled rice and pickles.

A Lunchtime Snack
The Japanese word doriburi means “a 

china bowl,” but this name has come to 
be attached to the kind of food that so 
frequently goes into the bowl. And what

is that? Hot rice with various toppings, 
over which a sauce is poured. Economy 
and ease of preparation make this a fa­
vorite lunchtime snack. Japanese house­
wives can thus use up leftovers, as virtual­
ly any meat, fish or vegetable can be used 
for the topping.

A favorite is oyako doriburi, meaning 
“parent and child bowl,” the “parent” 
consisting of chicken and the “child” being 
the egg. Why not try  it?

To serve six persons, you will need 3 
cups of raw rice, 350 grams (12 ounces) 
of boned chicken, 2 naganegi (long thick 
green onions) or a small bunch of spring 
onions, 4 eggs, 3 cups of chicken broth, 
% cup of light soy sauce and % cup of 
inexpensive white wine. Cook the rice in 
the basic way. Cut the chicken into 
medium-sized cubes, and cut the onions, 
including the green tops, into small slices. 
Put the broth into a saucepan, adding the 
soy sauce and wine. Heat, and when it 
comes to a boil, add the chicken. Simmer 
for five minutes, add the onions and cook 
for another minute. Taste for seasoning 
and correct the flavor, if necessary. Next, 
break the eggs into a large bowl and beat 
them well. Bring the soup stock to a boil 
again and gently pour in the eggs all at 
once. Continue heating until the mixture 
begins to boil around the edges of the pan. 
Then turn the heat down as low as pos­
sible and put on a lid. After three minutes, 
turn off the heat. The eggs will have co­
agulated into a soft mass resembling 
scrambled eggs. Put the hot rice into in­
dividual bowls and, with a ladle, spoon the 
chicken, egg and soup mixture over the 
top of the gohan. Incidentally, chopped 
parsley makes a decorative garnish.

A Japanese Favorite
If you are more adventurous, you could 

try making chirashi-zushi (uncaked sushi).
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Begin with enough boiled rice to serve 
four; other ingredients are vinegar, salt, 
sugar, sake (rice wine), 2 eggs, 100 grams 
(3Vfc ounces) each of string beans, carrots, 
lotus roots (if available) and red pickled 
ginger or fresh root ginger, 200 grams 
(7 ounces) of small cooked shrimp (which 
have been peeled and deveined) and 4 dried 
mushrooms.

Put the rice into a large pan and sea­
son with 2 teaspoons of salt, 2 tablespoons 
of sugar and 2 y2 tablespoons of vinegar, 
and mix well. Slice and boil the string 
beans for a few minutes, being careful not 
to overcook them. Drain and season with 

teaspoon of salt and y2 teaspoon of 
sugar; mix and put to one side. Make 
stock and cook almost everything in the 
same stock, but not at the same time, leav­
ing the mushrooms until last. To make 
this stock, use 1 cup of boiling water. To 
this add y2 cup of soy sauce, % cup of

sake and y2cup of sugar. Bring this to 
a boil and then turn off the heat. Slice or 
shred the carrots and cook them in the 
stock until tender. Remove them from the 
stock and put in the peeled and chopped 
lotus roots, and simmer these until they 
are cooked. Put a tablespoon of soy sauce 
into a bowl, add the eggs and beat together. 
Fry the egg very thin and cut it into 
strips. Slice the soaked mushrooms and 
cook them in the stock for 2 minutes. Now 
the ginger can be cut into the thinnest 
possible slivers. Mix the shrimps, carrots 
and mushrooms into the rice. Then divide 
the rice mixture into four dishes, heaping 
it to a point. Arrange the rest of the in­
gredients on top in a decorative manner, 
reserving the ginger for the pinnacle.

Now, enjoy yourself. And may your ap­
preciation for the rice farmers’ work be 
enhanced as you savor the flavors from the 
cooking pot.

A  L O O K

By “Awake J” correspondent in Cyprus

CYPRUS is an island in the northeast 
corner of the Mediterranean Sea, situ­

ated about 45 miles (72 kilometers) south 
of Asia Minor and some 67 miles (108 
kilometers) west of the Syrian coast.

It is of interest that the Bible mentions 
Cyprus several times. Evidently “Kittim” 
of the Hebrew Scriptures refers to this 
island. (Isa. 23:1,12; Dan. 11:30) Because 
of its geographical location, Cyprus be­
came a target of conquest for many world

empires. When the apostle Paul and his 
companion Barnabas arrived at Cyprus for 
Christian missionary work about 47 C.E., 
the dominating world power was Rome. 
Two cities of Cyprus visited by Paul and 
Barnabas are of special interest to Chris­
tians, namely, Salamis on the east coast 
and Paphos on the west.

Salamis reportedly was founded around 
the 12th century B.C.E. by Teucer, a hero 
of the Trojan War. Teucer brought his na-
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tive religion to Cyprus. Thus, Zeus became 
a principal god worshiped on this island in 
ancient times.

During the reign of King Evagoras 
(4107-374 B.C.E.), Salamis enjoyed a gold­
en era. Distinguished orators from Athens 
emigrated to Salamis. King Evagoras en-

nus), goddess of love, beauty and fertility. 
According to mythology, Aphrodite was 
born out of sea foam just off the coast of 
Paphos. This prompted the building of 
a temple and sanctuary to the goddess on 
a promontory overlooking the spot. It was 
the most famous of Aphrodite’s shrines in

Ruins of Salamis

couraged the arts and supported com­
merce, and the town was viewed as 
“second to none of the Greek cities in 
civilization.”

A Cypriot fleet of 120 ships led by one 
of the kings of Salamis assisted Alexander 
the Great in his war with the Persians. 
Cyprus eventually came under rule by the 
Ptolemies, who made Salamis their seat 
of government. During this period, many 
Jews established themselves in Cyprus.

When Roman power dominated Cyprus 
in 58 B.C.E., the seat of government was 
transferred from Salamis to Paphos. Never­
theless, Salamis continued as a great com­
mercial center in the Empire. The Romans 
referred to Salamis as the “Emporium of 
the East.”

As Salamis was famous for commerce, 
Paphos became known for its religion, 
which was the worship of Aphrodite (Ve-

antiquity. A town known as Palaepaphos 
or Old Paphos grew up around the temple. 
The kings of the city were also high 
priests of the cult of Aphrodite and wield­
ed great influence throughout the island. 
However, Old Paphos was destroyed by an 
earthquake toward the end of the 12th cen­
tury B.C.E.

Approximately 10 miles (16 kilometers) 
west of Old Paphos, there sprang up an­
other city called New Paphos. I t was under 
the rule by the Ptolemies that New Paphos 
gained prominence and became a naval and 
military base. But the city reached its 
zenith when Rome conquered Cyprus, as 
already stated, in the year 58 B.C.E. New 
Paphos became the island’s capital and 
Rome’s representative resided there.

Under Rome’s domination, the shrine of 
Aphrodite was a focal point for pilgrims 
from all parts of the Empire. Among its

AWAKEI —  FEBRUARY 22, 1979 25



patrons were Roman emperors. Pilgrims 
arrived at the natural harbor at New 
Paphos. At nearby Yeroskipou (Greek: 
Hieros-Kipos, or Sacred Garden) the pil­
grims assembled for annual spring festivi­
ties in Aphrodite's honor. To the accom­
paniment of music, solemn processions 
would make their way to the temple and 
sanctuary of the goddess some miles away. 
There were sacrifices and initiations into 
mystic rites. The fertility goddess was not 
represented as a human figure. Rather, 
her symbol was a conical stone object, 
which was anointed with oil on great fes­
tive occasions. Roman coins depict the 
temple and its conical idol. It is reported 
that the temple rites featured religious 
prostitution.

By the fourth century C.E., New Paphos 
had become the victim of severe earth­
quakes. Reduced to a small village, the 
city never did regain its former glory. To­
day, both the ruins of the temple of Aphro­
dite and New Paphos are a great attrac­
tion for visitors from all over the world. 
Tourists are able to see the fine mosaics 
of New Paphos, the ruins of the Roman 
governor's palace, and the city walls.

Treasures hidden beneath the ground of 
the old city gradually are coming to light 
with various archaeological expeditions. 
An inscription from around 55 C.E. that 
includes the words “in the proconsulship 
of Paulus" was uncovered on the island. 
This supports the Bible account that Ro­
man administration of the island was car­
ried out through proconsuls. In fact, the 
proconsul of the apostle Paul's day was 
named Sergius Paulus.

It is clear that this island's inhabitants, 
who worshiped Zeus and Aphrodite, were 
in great need of the Christian message 
brought by Paul and Barnabas. Did the 
efforts of these early missionaries bear 
good fruitage on Cyprus? Well, consider 
the Scriptural account on this point:

“They [Paul and Barnabas] sailed away 
to Cyprus. And when they got to be in 
Salamis they began publishing the word 
of God in the synagogues of the Jews. They 
had John also as an attendant.

“When they had gone through the whole 
island as far as Paphos, they met up with 
a certain man, a sorcerer, a false prophet, 
a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus, and he 
was with the proconsul Sergius Paulus, 
an intelligent man. Calling Barnabas and 
Saul to him, this man earnestly sought to 
hear the word of God. But Elymas the 
sorcerer (that, in fact, is the way his name 
[Bar-Jesus] is translated) began opposing 
them, seeking to turn the proconsul away 
from the faith. Saul, who is also Paul, be­
coming filled with holy spirit, looked at 
him intently and said: ‘O man full of every 
sort of fraud and every sort of villainy, 
you son of the Devil, you enemy of every­
thing righteous, will you not quit distort­
ing the right ways of Jehovah? Well, then, 
look! Jehovah's hand is upon you, and you 
will be blind, not seeing the sunlight for 
a period of time.' Instantly a thick mist 
and darkness fell upon him, and he went 
around seeking men to lead him by the 
hand. Then the proconsul, upon seeing 
what had happened, became a believer, as 
he was astounded at the teaching of Je­
hovah.”—Acts 13:4-12.

Instant Mail?
Before long the U.S. Post­

al Service may have a way to 
overcome its reputation for 
late deliveries. The Postmas­
ter General has announced 
tests of a transmission system

that would convert messages 
to electronic impulses and use 
satellites, if necessary, to 
beam them to destination, re­
converting them to print for 
delivery the next day. If the 
system works, he says, a large

volume of messages could be 
sent for less than current first- 
class mail rates. He said that 
the system could begin limited 
operations within three years 
—if the government decides to 
back it.
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The Bible’s View

ON ONE occasion Philip, a dis­
ciple of Jesus, asked: “Lord, 

show us the Father, and we shall 
be satisfied.”* (John 14:8) In an­
swer to this question, Jesus de­
clared: “Have I been with you so 
long, and yet you do not know me, 
Philip? He who has seen me has 
seen the F a th e r.” (John 14:9) 
What did Jesus mean by that state­
ment?

Before answering this question, 
let us consider a peculiar inter­
pretation of Jesus’ words. Some 
individuals believe that if one who 
has seen Jesus has seen the Fa­
ther also, Jesus must be Almighty 
God, fully equal to his Father, 
Jehovah.

Individuals who believe that al­
so cite many passages from the 
“Old Testament” that refer to Je­
hovah God, but which Christian 
Bible writers (in the “New Testa­
ment”) apply to Jesus Christ. To 
illustrate: Through the prophet 
Isaiah, God said: “I, I am the Lord, 
and besides me there is no savior.” 
(Isa. 43:11) And in prayer to God 
the psalmist stated: “For with thee 
is the fountain of life; in thy light 
do we see light.” (Ps. 36:9) How­
ever, Christian Bible writers de­
clare the savior of mankind and

* All Scripture quotations in this article 
are from the ecumenical edition of the R e ­
v is e d  S ta n d a rd  V e rsio n , known as the C om ­
m on  B ib le . This version is approved by both 
Catholic and Protestant authorities.
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“He Who Has Seen Me 
Has Seen the Father”

—In What Sense?
the source of life and light to be Jesus Christ. 
—John 1:4; 5:26; 8:12.

Do parallel passages such as these and the fact 
that the Son of God said, “He who has seen me 
has seen the Father,” prove that Jesus is Al­
mighty God? Let us see.

Repeatedly the Scriptures refer to Jesus Christ 
as the one “sent” from God as his chief repre­
sentative. (See, for example, John 3:17, 28, 34; 
5:23, 24, 30, 37.) Interestingly, the Bible often 
describes persons who represent others as if they 
were the ones represented. Consider two ex­
amples :

(1) Matthew’s Gospel relates that, after deliver­
ing the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus entered into 
Capernaum, where “a centurion came forward to 
him, beseeching him” to heal his slave. (Matt. 8: 
5-13) Yet from the parallel account at Luke 7:1-10 
we learn that the centurion “sent to [Jesus] elders 
of the Jews, asking him to come and heal his 
slave.”

(2) In the Gospel of Mark we read that “James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to 
him,” asking: “Grant us to sit, one at your right 
hand and one at your left, in your glory.” (Mark 
10:35-37) However, Matthew relates that this re­
quest to Jesus actually was made by “the mother 
of the sons of Zebedee,” as their representative. 
—Matt. 20:20, 21.
Of course, no one would conclude from these 

Bible accounts that those Jewish elders were co­
equal with the centurion, or the mother of James 
and John coequal with her sons. Similarly, no one 
should conclude that Jesus is coequal with God 
simply because things stated about Jehovah God 
in certain parts of the Bible are applied to Jesus 
Christ in others. The real reason for this is that 
Jesus represents God.*

Is that why the Son of God said: “He who has 
seen me has seen the Father”? Yes, but more is

* Further instances of representatives being spoken of as the 
ones they represent are found at Matthew 10:40; 18:5; Luke 9: 
48; John 4:1, 2.
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involved in that expression than mere rep­
resentation. The request, “Lord, show us 
the Father,’’ suggests that Philip wanted 
Jesus to provide for his disciples a visible 
manifestation of God, such as was granted 
in visions to Moses, Elijah and Isaiah in 
ancient times. (Ex. 24:10; 1 Ki. 19:9-13; 
Isa. 6:1-5) However, in such visions God’s 
servants saw, not God himself, but sym­
bolic representations of him. (Ex. 33:17- 
22; John 1:18) Jesus’ reply indicated that 
Philip already had something better than 
visions of that type. Since Jesus perfectly 
reflected the personality of his Father, 
whom only the Son fully ‘knew,’ seeing 
Jesus Christ was like seeing God himself. 
—Matt. 11:27.

The miracles of the Son of God, for ex­
ample, manifested the love and tender con­
cern for human welfare that is characteris­
tic of Jehovah God. It is no wonder that, 
after Jesus resurrected the dead son of a 
widow from the Galilean city of Nain, 
observers exclaimed: “God has visited his 
people!”—Luke 7:11-16.

Further opportunities for people to ‘see 
the Father’ (that is, to perceive his per­
sonality, will and purpose) were afforded 
by what Jesus said, both as to content and 
manner of utterance. Persons who listened 
to Jesus learned that God judges people 
according to their heart condition, rather 
than by external circumstances, such as 
wealth, education, ceremonial cleanness or 
national origin. (Matt. 5:8; 8:11, 12; 23: 
25-28; John 8:33-44) How different from 
the viewpoint fostered by the Jewish re­
ligious leaders!—Note John 7:48, 49.

The way Jesus spoke, too, made his 
hearers realize that they were hearing a 
message from God, “for he taught them 
as one who had authority, and not as their 
scribes.” (Matt. 7:29) Rather than speak­
ing indirectly, in the name of other human

teachers (as was customary among the 
scribes), Jesus often spoke in the first 
person, with the phrases: tell you,”
“Truly, I say to you,” and “Truly, truly, 
/  say to you.” (Note Matthew 5:20, 22; 
6:2, 5, 16; John 1:51; 3:3, 5, 11; 5:19, 
24, 25.) On occasion Jesus even declared 
the sins of certain persons forgiven, which 
led some to accuse him of blasphemously 
usurping a sole prerogative of God.—Mark 
2:1-7; Luke 5:17-21; 7:47-49.

But Jesus never usurped the position of 
God. He readily admitted that the author­
ity with which he spoke and acted did not 
originate with him. It was a delegated 
authority, for “the Father had given all 
things into his hands.” (John 13:3; com­
pare Matthew 11:27; 28:18; John 3:35; 
17:2.) Hence, Jesus declared: “Truly, tru ­
ly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of 
his own accord, but only what he sees the 
Father doing; for whatever he does, that 
the Son does likewise.”—John 5:19; com­
pare John 5:30; 8:28, 42.

Since everything that Jesus did was in 
full harmony with the will of God, persons 
who observed Jesus were in a sense ob­
serving God in action. In his notes on 
John 14:9, Bible commentator Albert 
Barnes expresses it nicely: “ Hath seen the 
Father. This cannot refer to the essence 
or substance of God, for he is invisible, and 
in that respect no man has seen God at 
any time. All that is meant when it is 
said that God is seen, is, that some mani­
festation of Him has been made; or some 
such exhibition as that we may learn his 
character, his will, and his plans. . . . The 
knowledge of the Son was itself, of course, 
the knowledge of the Father. There was 
such an intimate union in their nature 
and design, that he who understood the 
one did also the other.”—Compare John 
10:30.
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Venus Yields Secrets 
<$> Five probes from a space­
craft rained down on the plan­
et Venus during a spectacular 
maneuver in December 1978. 
As they fell through the Venu­
sian atmosphere, they radioed 
to earth remarkable findings 
about the makeup of our 
neighboring planet’s air. All 
the probes were said to have 
worked flawlessly. A small 
amount of atmospheric water 
vapor was detected and this, 
according to one researcher, 
was “enough to explain the 
greenhouse effect.” In other 
words, it cleared up the ques­
tion as to why the tempera­
ture near the surface of Venus 
reaches 900 degrees Fahren­
heit (480 degrees Celsius), hot 
enough to melt lead. Accord­
ing to the scientists, it appears 
that energy from the sun is 
trapped at the surface by 
some sort of atmospheric lid, 
similar to a greenhouse. How­
ever, one finding was baffling. 
The New York Times report­
ed: “The discovery of what 
appears to be relatively large 
amounts of argon is one of the 
mission’s most puzzling sur­
prises. It suggests that Venus 
has retained more argon-36, a 
gas presumably left over from 
the creation of the solar sys­
tem, than has the earth or 
Mars. Scientists said they may 
now have to reconsider some 
of their theories about the ori­
gin of the inner planets.”
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Influential Islands
<%> The world’s great nations 
are now eagerly courting fa­
vor with relatively tiny island 
specks in the South Pacific. 
The reason: Fishing rights for 
tuna. Until 1977, anyone who 
wanted to could fish in the 
area freely. But then the re­
gion’s 10 island governments 
“decided to hang out the 
world’s biggest ‘No Fishing’ 
sign,” says The Wall Street 
Journal, adding: “By last 
March, each had declared sov­
ereignty over all resources— 
fish, minerals and anything 
else—for 200 miles in every di­
rection.” This means that one 
little island group with just 
a 149-square-mile (385-square- 
kilometer) total land area ac­
tually takes in 1.2 million 
square miles (3.1 million  
square kilometers) of ocean! 
And the total Pacific area 
claimed by all the islands 
amounts to at least six mil­
lion square miles (over 15,500,- 
000 square kilometers).

Secret of Polar Bear Hair
<$> Despite its obvious appear­
ance, the hair of the polar 
bear is not white. On examina­
tion by means of a scanning 
electron microscope, physical 
chemist Malcolm Henry found 
that the hairs were miniature 
hollow tubes that contained no 
pigment. The interior surface 
was rough; so it reflected 
visible light like transparent

snowflakes. It is thought that 
warming ultraviolet rays from 
the sun are funneled down the 
tubes, which help to keep Mr. 
Polar Bear pleasantly cozy. 
There is hope that the same 
principle can be applied to 
clothing for humans.

Religion Returns to China?
<$> Some observers believe that 
the People’s Republic of China 
may be gingerly opening to 
religion again. They see sig­
nificance in a recent Hsinhua 
News Agency release that 
mentioned completion of re­
pairs on some fifth-century 
Buddhist temples. Additional­
ly, “the new constitution  
adopted last March contained 
considerable religious toler­
ance and relaxation of laws,” 
says To the Point Internation­
al. “It also guaranteed free­
dom to worship or not worship 
and to propagate atheism.” 
The article notes, however, 
that after a generation with­
out openly authorized worship, 
it may take some time for 
any trend to make itself felt.

Bulletproof Golf Jackets 
<$> “You’d be amazed how 
many people get shot on golf 
courses. Where else would you 
look for rich executives?” So 
the manufacturer of protec­
tive equipment explained the 
recent increase in civilian use 
of his goods. He also special­
izes in bulletproof cars. One 
of these has a windshield 
of plate glass several inches 
thick and the car is capable 
of repelling a military 7.62- 
millimeter (.3-inch) projectile, 
which he says is “pretty se­
rious stuff.” The manufacturer 
added: “War is the great ally 
of the armormaker, but I was 
just talking with a retired 
Army guy the other day and 
he was saying that there’s 
never been a time when so 
much armor was being bought 
by non-military personnel. 
We’re opening up a plant in 
Italy . . . We can’t keep up 
with the demand there.”
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Nothing Tops Mama’s Milk
<§> Recent developments have 
confirmed that breast-feeding 
provides “the optimum in hu­
man infant nutrition,” accord­
ing to a report in the Journal 
of the American Medical As­
sociation. Various antibodies 
from mother’s milk help pro­
tect baby from intestinal dis­
orders. Babies also display a 
need for mother’s affection 
practically from birth. The 
“bonding” of mother and 
child, considered vital in the 
child’s emotional growth, is 
reinforced through breast­
feeding. The report said: “[Pe­
diatricians! advise a minimum 
of six months of breast feed­
ing as an excellent nutritional 
start for the newborn. For the 
working mother, bottle-fed, 
hand-expressed breast milk, re­
frigerated daily for a period 
not to exceed 24 hours, is the 
ideal ‘surrogate’ method.” Ad­
ditionally, it has been found 
that 50 percent of the iron in 
human milk is absorbed by 
the infant. This is in great 
contrast to results with cow’s 
milk. Rarely do breast-fed in­
fants become iron-deficient or 
anemic.

A p o w e r f u l  g r o w t h -  
stim ulating ingredient has 
been discovered in mother’s 
milk, according to a report in 
the Proceedings of the Nation­
al Academy of Sciences. The 
milk first produced by the 
mother after delivery has 15 
times the normal level of this 
growth factor.

Disease Revived
by Homosexuals

<§> Amebiasis, an infection of 
the human colon with amoe- 
bas, is suddenly beginning to 
reappear in large American 
cities. According to a report 
in the Medical Tribune, this 
disease has reached disturb­
ing levels among homosexu­
als. Amebiasis was thought to 
have been put under control 
by improved sanitation meth­
ods, but the sexual practic­
es of homosexuals, coupled 
with their promiscuity, have

brought it to life again. In 
1977, 80 percent of the male 
cases reported in San Fran­
cisco were among homosex­
uals. No sooner is the amoeba 
diagnosed and treated than 
the doctors discover that yet 
another parasite in the colon 
has entered the picture. What 
investigators find “is that the 
patient has had another en­
counter and picked up another 
parasite. Treatment is now 
commenced to deal with the 
second parasite, and the pa­
tient has to be instructed to 
change sexual habits if he or 
she wants to remain infection 
free.” According to Dr. Selma 
Dritz, director of disease con­
trol, the problem is not lim­
ited to San Francisco but “is 
a feature of every city with a 
sizable gay population.”

Running Away
<%> According to 15-year-old 
Mary Vincent, who left home 
because of “a few problems 
with my fam ily,” running 
away definitely is not the an­
swer. She was attacked by a 
man with whom she hitch­
hiked a ride, and after raping 
her, he cut off both her arms 
with a hatchet and left her 
for dead. During a news con­
ference after her recovery, she 
pleaded with other teen-agers: 
“I’ve known a lot of kids who 
run away from home and I 
just pray that they go back 
home where people love them, 
instead of going out and find­
ing what the world is like 
when they’re so young.” Stand­
ing before the crowd with a 
stump of one arm and an ar­
tificial limb attached to the 
other, she added: “People told 
me hitchhiking was danger­
ous, but I didn’t pay any at­
tention. It went in one ear 
and out the other.”

The Slow and the Fast
The slowest walkers in the 

world are the 364 villagers of 
Psychro, Greece, according to 
Princeton University psycholo­
gy professor Marc Bornstein. 
He clocked them at three feet

(.9 meter) per second. He 
checked the walkers in 15 
cities around the world. The 
fastest? New Yorkers. They 
were clocked at five feet (1.5 
meters) a second.

Body of Baptizer Found?
<$> Two bodies discovered two 
years ago in an ancient mon­
astery in Egypt were recently 
reported to be those of John 
the Baptizer and the prophet 
Elisha. However, one body ex­
amined by a reporter was 
said still to have the head 
attached but was “not decom­
posed.” Reportedly high offi­
cials of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church have reacted cautious­
ly to the “discovery” and have 
set up a committee of experts 
to investigate. The Bible could 
help those “experts”; it says 
that John was beheaded. 
(Mark 6:25-27) The Mormon 
Church, on the other hand, has 
absolutely denied the identifi­
cation as John, “because,” they 
claim, “he [John] appeared on 
earth as a resurrected being 
as recently as 1829.” During 
this ‘appearance’ he is claimed 
by the church to have visit­
ed with its founder, Joseph 
Smith, and an associate. But 
from where could this “John” 
have come? The Bible says 
that John the Baptizer did not 
go to heaven.—Matt. 11:11.

Pulling “Dragon’s Teeth”
<$> In 1938, Adolph Hitler had 
185 kilometers (115 miles) of 
concrete antitank fortifica ­
tions built along Germany’s 
border with France and Bel­
gium. In just 15 months, about 
450,000 men built the line of 
pyramid-shaped antitank bar­
riers called the “dragon’s 
teeth.” Since the war, over 30 
years of blowing them up and 
clearing still leave about 100 
kilometers (60 miles) to go. 
However, now preservation­
ists are urging that part of 
the barrier remain untouched 
because of its place in history, 
much to the anger of the local 
populace. To finish “pulling”
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the “dragon’s teeth” could 
take until the end of the cen­
tury.

New Glaucoma Drug
<§> A Canadian research lab­
oratory, in what has been 
term ed “ a m ajor b reak ­
through in glaucoma treat­
ment,” developed a new drug 
to treat this dreaded eye dis­
ease, a disease that can cause 
blindness. The drug, timolol 
maleate, has now been ap­
proved for use in the United 
States. Reportedly, it is simple 
to use (as are eyedrops). Yale 
University conducted tests of 
over 1,000 patients earth wide, 
with “numerous” cases show­
ing amazing improvement.

Chicken Soup for Colds
<$> Some mothers have been 
saying it all along. But now 
proof exists from the labora­
tory that chicken soup can 
help to fight a cold. How? 
According to Dr. Marvin A.
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Sackner, a specialist in pul­
monary disease, chicken soup 
increases the flow of mucus in 
the nose better than other hot 
liquids do. This speeds up the 
removal of the organisms that 
cause colds before they have 
time to penetrate the mucosa. 
Even though all hot-water va­
pors increase the flow of mu­
cus, chicken soup does “some­
thing extra.”

Sheep Ships
<$> Two unused oil tankers are 
now ferrying sheep from Aus­
tralia to markets in the Mid­
dle East. An enterprising Jap­
anese firm converted the large 
ships to carry 30,000 sheep on 
the 20-day voyages. Pens 100 
meters (330 feet) long were 
built on the upper decks in 
eight 1.5-meter (4.9-foot) lay­
ers. “The former oil storage 
tanks now take fodder, water 
and waste,” reports Britain’s 
New Scientist. “Fodder is dis­
tributed to the sheep via a

conveyor and excrement piped 
directly to the sewage tanks.”

Malaria from Transfusions
<$> In areas where malaria is 
no longer viewed as a threat, 
it is now “a well-recognized 
complication of transfusion 
therapy that is being encoun­
tered with increasing frequen­
cy.” One 57-year-old woman 
suffering from leukemia re­
ceived a transfusion of plate­
lets, a blood fraction. She un­
expectedly developed malaria. 
A check was made with the 
local blood product center, 
which revealed that the donor 
had made a trip to Africa and, 
upon returning, had offered 
his blood. The next day he 
came down with malaria. 
Since his blood had been frac­
tionated, the blood bank per­
sonnel felt that the compo­
nents not containing red blood 
cells could not transmit the 
disease. How wrong they 
were!
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