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LAST year my wife and I watched por­
tions of the week-long television spe­

cial entitled “Roots.” Perhaps more than 
m o s t  viewers, I could fully understand 
why many desire to know their origins. It’s 
only natural to wonder where you came 
from, and what your parents and other 
relatives are like. Interestingly, recently 
more and more persons have been search­
ing for their roots.

“The quest for personal origins has
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turned phenomenal,” noted a feature N e w s ­

w e e k  article. A spokesman for a genealogi­
cal library observed regarding this grow­
ing quest: “The reason people give is 
almost invariably, ‘I just want to know 
who I am.’ ”

There is a segment of the population, 
however, that has a special interest in 
their origins. It is we who are adopted 
by foster parents. But most of us who have 
tried have been frustrated at practically
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every turn in our attempt to discover the 
identity of the parents who caused our 
birth.

Do you know what’s responsible for this 
secrecy? Is there good reason for it?
Legal Wall o f Secrecy

Laws in the United States mandate se­
crecy. When a child is adopted, a new 
birth certificate is issued; the idea, in ef­
fect, is that the child receives a ‘new birth.’ 
The original birth records of adoptees are 
sealed, and they remain sealed against al­
most every appeal of an adoptee to see 
them. Fines and imprisonment are some­
times imposed on persons who break the 
seal contrary to the law’s provision.

In virtually all states in the U.S., even 
when adoptees reach adulthood, they are 
prohibited from seeing their birth records. 
Laws in other countries are different. In 
such places as Israel, Finland and Scot­
land, for instance, adult adoptees may ob­
tain their original birth certificates.

Adoption laws in the U.S. affect literally 
millions of persons, including the some 
three to five million of us adoptees, as 
well as our natural and adoptive parents. 
It is said that the number of adoptions 
here are greater than the total for the 
rest of the world! In 1970, a high of 175,-
000 adoptions was reached in the U.S., but 
then the number started declining.
Development of Adoption Laws

A few years ago I became interested in 
learning more about the subject of adop­
tion. From reading the Bible, it became 
apparent that the procedure evidently was 
an old one. For example, the Israelite baby 
Moses was taken from the Nile River and 
adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter, “so that 
he became a son to her.” (Ex. 2:5-10)
1 later read that provisions for adoption 
were incorporated in the ancient Babylo­
nian Code of Hammurabi, the Hindu Law 
of Manu, as well as in Assyrian, Egyptian, 
Greek and Roman laws.

A particular purpose of these adoption 
laws was to prevent the extinction of fam­
ily lines and to create legitimate heirs. 
Thus it is interesting to recall that Abra­
ham, the father of the Israelite nation, 
evidently considered his slave Eliezer to 
be in line for a position similar to that of 
an adopted son. For Abraham said: “I am 
going childless and the one who will pos­
sess my house is a man of Damascus, Eli­
ezer.”—Gen. 15:2-4.

In more recent times, adoption was un­
known in English common law, on which 
United States law is based. So legal adop­
tion did not exist in the U.S. until the 
individual states began passing laws per­
mitting it sometime around the mid-1800’s. 
It was not until 1926 that the Adoption 
of Children Act made adoption legally pos­
sible in England. When the child is adopted, 
he is l e g a l ly  no longer related to his bio­
logical parents, but only to the parents 
who adopted him.

Humane Provision
I can personally testify to the benefits 

of these modem provisions for adoption. 
In the past, babies that parents either did 
not want or could not provide for were 
commonly reared in institutions. Generally, 
these children fared badly, and mortality 
rates were high. How much finer when 
couples who really want children can adopt 
little ones and give them the loving atten­
tion that they need!

My adoptive parents gave me such lov­
ing care, and I will always be grateful. 
They reared me as though I was their 
very own. At the same time, however, 
they let me know at a very early age that 
I was adopted. Adoptive parents are wise 
to tell their children this. When children 
learn it from others—and they are likely 
to do so—they usually are not only shocked 
but feel deceived by their adoptive par­
ents who tried to keep the adoption a se­
cret. However, the best time to explain
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to them about their having been adopted 
is when they can understand it a little 
better, perhaps when they are six to 
eight years of age.

In recent years, I have learned the great 
importance of environment on early child 
development, which makes me even more 
appreciative of my adoptive parents. For 
example, in the United States black chil­
dren typically have not had the same edu­
cational and cultural advantages as have 
whites. Thus black children reared in white 
homes, where they have more educational 
advantages, usually achieve higher IQ 
scores than do other black children.

Source of Adoptable Babies
During the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, 

many white parents were adopting black 
children. In fact, over one third of all 
black adoptees were, for a time, being 
placed with white parents. But then black 
leaders began protesting vigorously. They 
said that, in the long run, these children 
would have greater problems when they 
grew up to face the real world. They 
would be rejected by whites, the critics 
said, because of their skin color, and by 
blacks because of their vastly different 
values and behavior.

But why, you may wonder, are many 
whites eager to adopt black and biracial 
babies? It is because of a severe shortage 
of adoptable white babies. Waiting lists 
at agencies are years long, and some agen­
cies won’t even accept new applicants. But 
why is there a shortage? Since the major 
source of adoptees has always been illegiti­
mate babies, why, with the skyrocketing 
illegitimacy rates, are there fewer adopt­
able infants?

Particularly, it is because an unwed 
mother is no longer frowned on by today’s 
changing society. Famous rock music stars 
and movie stars rear their illegitimate 
children, and hit songs such as “Having
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My Baby” have glamorized the trend. 
Thus, a few years ago, about 80 percent 
of unmarried mothers in the U.S. were 
giving up their babies for adoption. More 
recently, however, only about 20 percent 
have been relinquishing them—hence, few­
er adoptable infants.

Do mothers who give up their babies 
ever wonder about them? Why do adoptees 
want to find these biological parents?

The Desire to Know 
Ever since I was a child, I wondered 

what my mother and father were like, and 
this despite my fine relationship with my 
adoptive parents. I’ve since learned that 
most other adoptees feel similarly, as if 
“a piece of themselves was missing.” It is 
as Dr. Arthur D. Sorosky, who has studied 
the subject extensively, says:

“We’ve found that the adopted child’s 
curiosity does not depend on whether or 
not he has a good relationship with his 
parents. It is a simple, universal need to 
know one’s roots. The adoptee’s desire for 
genealogical information—or even to meet 
his natural parents—is a need which can’t 
really be comprehended by a non-adopted 
person. Nor can it be discounted as occur­
ring only in emotionally disturbed indi­
viduals.”
Also, I’ve since learned that biological 

mothers often long to know about the 
child that they gave up. I can remember 
my adoptive mother, a very sensitive and 
sensible woman, mentioning on my birth­
day, ‘Your mother, wherever she may be, 
is probably thinking about you today.’ 
I’m thankful that both Mom and Dad have 
been so understanding. When I finally de­
termined to make the search, they helped 
me in it.

A study has revealed that most adoptees 
who have found their biological parents 
are happy that they made the search. 
Even when what they found was not pleas­
ant, not knowing was considered even more 
unpleasant. I can vouch for this.
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But I realized that the finding of my 
physical roots was not of primary impor­
tance to the finding of real happiness. For, 
after all, when traced back far enough the 
roots of the entire human family lead to 
t h e  patriarch Noah, who survived the glo­
bal flood. So what is truly vital is finding,

not our physical roots, but a favorable re­
lationship with God, our spiritual Father. 
Although treasuring this relationship with 
Jehovah God as most important, still I 
desired to find my natural parents. Let 
me now tell you the results of my search 
for my roots.

ALL the information about myself and 
my family, as far as I knew, was con­

tained in a set of court papers. My adop­
tive parents first showed these to me when 
I was about seven or eight years of age. 
They had received them when they legally

adopted me as an infant Later, when I 
was an adult, they gave me these papers. 
My family legacy was two names on a 
piece of paper, my mother’s and mine.

Although from an early age I desired 
to know more about my origins, it was
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not until I was in my 30’s that I was moved 
to do something about that desire. In the 
meantime, my life took on a whole new 
direction as a result of a study of the Bible.

By 1967, I had adjusted my affairs so 
that I could share more fully with others 
what I had been learning. Eventually I 
served for nearly four years as a mission­
ary in the Pacific Islands of Truk, Kosrae 
and Ponape. Then, in 1973, I was invited 
to join the headquarters staff of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in Brooklyn, New York.

This was a time of retrospect for me 
—questions about my background began 
nagging me. Who are my mother and fa­
ther? Do I have brothers and sisters? Am 
I of Spanish, French or of some other back­
ground? I also had a more important rea­
son for finding my biological family—to 
share with them the “good news of the 
kingdom.”—Matt. 24:14.

But where could I start looking?

Beginning the Search
From the papers that I was given, I 

knew this much: My mother’s full name, 
the name given me at birth, the name 
of the adoption agency, the date of my 
birth, and the hospital where I was born. 
I began my search by writing a letter to 
the adoption agency in the state of my 
birth, California.

That proved to be my first frustrating 
encounter with the wall of intense secrecy. 
Being bound by the law, the agency could 
neither confirm nor deny by name who my 
mother was. However, they did tell me the 
state from which the woman about whom 
I was inquiring had come—Oregon. They 
also provided a few other facts about 
her, including that she was of German- 
French extraction, had average grades in 
school, and had played an instrument in 
the high-school band.

Next, I wrote to the Department of Vital 
Statistics in Portland, Oregon. Enclosed 
I sent a fee, plus what little information

I had about my mother. In a few days I 
had an answer. A person with the same 
name had indeed been born in that state 
24 years prior to my birth. However, I 
was told that it would be impossible for 
me to obtain a copy of her birth certificate 
— it was against the law for them to pro­
vide this.

After a few days of head scratching and 
research, I decided to write again and re­
quest a copy of the law that prohibited 
my obtaining her birth certificate. In due 
time a copy was sent. The law said that 
the birth certificate would be issued only 
to a blood relative, the individual himself, 
or a court attorney. Happily, I was sent 
a copy of the entire page on which that 
particular law was printed. Looking the 
page over, I found another law that said 
a person could petition the county court 
for any vital record that was denied him.

Seizing on this provision, I made a copy 
of my adoption papers, had them notarized, 
and forwarded them to the court with a 
request for the birth certificate. The re­
sult? In a few weeks I received the birth 
certificate that I wanted. The person 
named—Grace Faulman—was the same 
person listed on my adoption papers as 
my mother! Also, the names of her parents 
were given.

I had every reason to believe that Grace 
Faulman was my mother, for it was un­
likely that another person with that name 
gave birth to a baby with the same name 
as mine on that same day, May 23, 1939. 
Yet, how could I be positive? And how 
could I locate Grace Faulman or her par­
ents, assuming that they were still alive? 
After all, about 60 years had passed since 
that birth certificate was issued. I deter­
mined to continue my search.

I wrote the school superintendent in 
Astoria, Oregon, the place where Grace 
was born. Also, I inquired of the post­
master there regarding information on the 
Faulman family. But all efforts to t r a c e

AWAKE! —  NOVEMBER 22, 1978 7



my mother in this way were fruitless. 
Apparently the family had left the area 
soon after Grace’s birth. So I needed to 
find another way to trace her.

A  Breakthrough Comes
Significantly, the settlement of the Unit­

ed States came through westward expan­
sion. From the year 1790, when the first 
Federal Census was taken, families, singly 
and in groups, migrated westward. Thus, 
although Grace Faulman was born in the 
far western state of Oregon, her birth 
certificate revealed that her father and 
mother had been born in Michigan.

I tried without success to obtain the 
birth certificate of Grace Faulman’s fa­
ther—apparently it doesn’t exist. However, 
I did succeed in obtaining her mother’s 
birth certificate. This provided me with 
the name of Grace’s grandparents, since 
their names, of course, appear on their 
daughter’s birth certificate.

Next, I sent another fee and requested 
the marriage certificate of Grace’s grand­
parents. I provided their names, taking 
them from the birth certificate of Grace’s 
mother. In time the marriage certificate, 
dated February 3, 1894, was sent to me. 
Now I was able to take advantage of a 
peculiarity of the 1880 Federal Census. An 
index was made of that 1880 Federal Cen-
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sus. Thus all family heads who had chil­
dren 10 years of age and under in 1880 
have their names, along with other infor­
mation about them, indexed.

I submitted a request to the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C., where such 
census copies are preserved. I provided the 
name of Grace’s grandfather, Henry Mon­
roe (he was born in 1871 and so was under 
10 in 1880), asking for a search of the 
index. Shortly, I was rewarded with a copy 
of the census page on which the names 
of him and his family were enumerated. 
Importantly, that page also had the name 
of the town in which Henry was then liv­
ing, East Jordan, Michigan.

Later, this single document and a single 
act of kindness proved to be the keys that 
unlocked my past. However, at the time, 
I didn’t see how this information would 
be of help to me. So I began to trace other 
branches of what I believed to be my 
family, writing scores of letters in the 
process.

Living in Brooklyn, quite close to the 
Long Island Historical Society, I began 
to spend some time each Saturday after­
noon checking old census records and oth­
er historical documents. Eventually, by 
tracing relatives of Henry Monroe, I dis­
covered a woman, whom I believed to be 
one of my great-grandmothers. She had 
lived in Cobleskill, a small town in upstate 
New York. Curious to know whether any 
of her family might still live there, I wrote 
a letter to the small weekly newspaper. 
To my surprise, a week later I received 
a letter. The woman who wrote was t h e  
niece of this supposed great-grandmother 
of mine!

I was welcomed by this woman to come 
up on a visit to Cobleskill. There I spent 
a most enjoyable weekend learning about 
the family and the history of their pre­
vious 200 years in the area. Further evi­
dence that I was indeed on the right track
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was forthcoming—the ladies of the family 
all remarked that I had inherited the fam­
ily nose! Another warming fact was that 
three of the lady’s grandchildren and I 
shared the same faith.

Unfortunately, the family in upstate 
New York had not been in contact with 
Grace Faulman’s side of the family for 
more than 50 years, and had no idea where 
they were. So, while I had made some 
progress, the prospects of finding my moth­
er were still not very bright. But then an 
idea came to me.

The Lead That Opened M y Past
I recalled the information filed away 

in my drawer from the 1880 Federal Cen­
sus about Henry Monroe, Grace Faulman’s 
grandfather. I thought: ‘If I could get re­
sults by writing to the newspaper about 
the family in Cobleskill, New York, why 
not write the postmaster in that small 
Michigan town of East Jordan where Hen­
ry and his family lived?’

This is what I did. I told the postmaster 
that I was trying to locate distant rela­
tives. I asked if he knew of anyone by 
the name of Monroe in the town, and if 
he did would he please pass my letter 
on to that person. Having mailed the letter, 
I promptly forgot all about it.

Checking the mail at noontime one day 
a couple of weeks later, I found a self- 
addressed envelope waiting for me. (I al­
ways sent queries with an enclosed self- 
addressed stamped envelope.) Opening it, 
to my amazement I found that the writer 
was none other than the first cousin of 
Grace’s mother. That postmaster had kind­
ly forwarded it to her. I could hardly keep 
my mind on my work the rest of the day, 
so elated was I.

Striking up a friendship by mail with 
this woman whom I was almost certain 
was my relative, I gradually made cau-
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tious inquiries as to Grace’s mother. Yes, 
I was told, she was still alive. And she 
had a grandson living in Alaska. Here was 
real news! I had a brother! But, through 
this correspondence, I learned that Grace 
had died. Now what?

I felt the need to be discreet, since I 
didn’t know the circumstances surrounding 
my birth. I finally decided to tell my grand­
mother’s cousin everything. I enclosed a 
copy of my adoption papers and asked her 
to serve as a go-between for me. ‘Would 
she reveal my identity to my grandmoth­
er?’ I asked.

Reunion
The days passed slowly. Finally, a 

letter came from my grandmother. She 
was overjoyed. Yes, there was a “missing 
grandson”—but she thought he was dead, 
having been told by her daughter that he 
died in infancy. Yes, her daughter was 
the person listed on the court records. I 
must call my brother in Alaska immedi­
ately, she urged. The phone number was 
listed. ‘And when, oh, when, could I come 
to California so that she could see me?’ 
she wanted to know.

The phone call to my brother was made. 
My first word to him was: “Brother!” His 
first words: “I can’t believe it!”

He, too, had been told by our mother 
that I died in infancy, but then, about 
15 years ago, our father had told him that 
I had been adopted. He tried to find me, 
but all his efforts were thwarted by the 
legal wall of secrecy.

The trip to California and the meeting 
with my family was no doubt one of the 
most satisfying times of my life! True, 
I was disappointed to learn that my mother 
and father (who I learned was named 
John Rapoza-Vierra) had both been dead 
for some years. But my grandmother, 
brother and I spent hours together, along 
with my adoptive parents, who, from
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the beginning, had supported all my ef­
forts. In fact, they had gone to great 
lengths themselves to learn what they 
could. Interestingly, I was also able 
to meet my natural father’s family and 
learn of their Azores Islands-to-Hawaii-to- 
California migrations. He was Portuguese.

I had done it! My patient search was 
rewarded. ‘And what was the cost in ef­
fort?’ you may ask. Over 400 replies alone 
to letters that I sent, plus the cost of post­
age, fees, and Saturday afternoons at the 
library.

Hope for the Future
I was particularly happy that I was able 

to share with these family members the 
comforting hope that the Bible provides 
for the future. I told them that there is 
good reason to believe that Grace and 
John will be favored by Jehovah God with 
a resurrection to life again on earth. (John 
5:28, 29; Acts 24:15) How fine, then, it 
will be to become acquainted with them! 
I realize that they made bad mistakes, 
even living immoral lives. But for those 
who are resurrected, there will be oppor­
tunity to learn of God’s requirements and 
to conform to the righteous Kingdom ad­
ministration that will then be in control.

To me, learning about my physical roots 
has been well worth the effort. Interesting­

ly, the Bible contains extensive informa­
tion about the genealogies of various peo­
ple. Evidently it is natural for humans to 
be concerned about their physical origins. 
But I realize that this is not of principal 
importance, and that there is danger of 
placing an overemphasis on such matters. 
—1 Tim. 1:3, 4; Titus 3:9.

Jesus Christ forcefully showed the re­
lationships that are even more important 
than physical ones. Once, when spoken to 
about his relatives, he said: “ ‘Who is my 
mother, and who are my brothers?’ And 
extending his hand toward his disciples, 
he said: ‘Look! My mother and my broth­
ers! For whoever does the will of my Fa­
ther who is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother.’ ”—Matt. 
12:48-50.

I’ve found this to be so true. Sharing 
the same faith in God and having the same 
hope in his promises bring persons closer 
together in bonds of love than do even 
blood ties. My wife and I have just at­
tended the 65th class of the Watchtower 
Bible School of Gilead. We now have the 
grand privilege of going to another land 
to share with people there the Christian 
faith that can enable them to enjoy such 
a fine relationship with fellow humans, 
and especially a good relationship with 
Jehovah God.— C o n t r ib u t e d .



I ’LL never forget 
Saturday, November 

6, 1976. The place was 
Scotland Neck, North 
Carolina. I had been look­
ing forward to getting out 
and sharing in the dis­
tribution of the K i n g d o m  
N e w s  tract “Why So Much 
Suffering—if God Cares?” 
But I woke up sick.

Waking up sick was not 
unusual, because, for the 
past three months, I had 
had spells of sickness due 
to internal bleeding. Our 
family doctor said that I 
needed an operation, but 
that I needed to be built 
up physically first. Then, 
about seven o’clock that 
evening, the hemorrhag­
ing increased until finally 
I collapsed. I soon regained 
consciousness. My hus­
band rushed me to the 
hospital hoping that the 
bleeding could somehow 
be stopped.

In the emergency room 
the doctor discovered that 
I had a tumor that was 
causing the hemorrhaging. 
He said that it needed to 
be removed immediately. 
But then real trouble 
started. There in the emer­
gency room I twice went 
into shock because of the 
loss of blood. My heart 
stopped beating for a few 
seconds, and the doctor 
worked feverishly to re­
suscitate me. Soon I re­
gained consciousness, and
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T heD ecision  T hat Saved Her L ife

the doctor and nurses heard 
me whispering, “no blood, no 
blood.” They knew then that I 

must be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
The doctor thought that perhaps I 

did not understand the seriousness of 
the situation and told me that if I did 
not take blood I would die. He said that 

he could not attempt to operate with my 
blood volume so low. But I stayed firm about 
God’s law and quoted the scriptures at Gene­
sis 9:4 and Acts 15:20, 28, 29. There the 
Bible says: “Blood—you must not eat,” and 
“keep abstaining . . . from blood.”

I told the doctor that if I did die, dying 
was not the worst thing that could happen 
to a person. He appealed to my husband, 
but my husband told him that he, too, was 
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and believed as 
I did. An elder in our congregation was called.

The nurse assisting with the phone call 
told the elder: “She cannot live without 
packed cells [blood]. She is bleeding badly 
right now. It is just a matter of time. It is 
like having a child stand in the highway 
with a truck coming. You know what is 
going to happen.” When my husband and 
I continued to refuse a blood transfusion, 
the doctor administered some blood ex­
panders and went home.

The elder from our congregation came to 
the hospital, and he and my husband called 
the doctor to try to convince him to return 
and operate. The doctor hesitated, saying: 
“Really, what is there to talk about? She 
is too weak to survive the operation.” But 
my husband and the elder explained that 
all of us would appreciate his coming over 
to do whatever he could without blood. Then, 
if death occurred, he would not be held 
accountable.

The doctor said that we all failed to under­
stand the gravity of the situation. He said 
that I had almost died in the emergency 
room and that, with my continuing to lose
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blood, death was fairly certain. He said 
that to put a patient in my condition un­
der anesthesia would only hasten death. 
“Since she is already dying,” he continued, 
“what you want me to do is take her into 
the operating room and finish her off.”

But then there was an abrupt change 
in his line of argument. “But I’ll do it,” 
he said, meaning that he would do his 
best. The elder assured him that this was 
the wish of both the family and myself. 
“Yes, I know that,” the doctor answered. 
“She’s cool about all of this. She’s up 
there dying, and I’m the one doing the 
worrying.”

Most of the doctors in that particular 
hospital decline to treat Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses if they foresee problems involving 
refusal of permission to use blood. So it 
was of interest when the doctor next said: 
“I have often wondered what I would do 
in a situation like this. Now here it is. 
If we operate, at least we will be doing 
something.”

It was about five o’clock in the morning. 
He summoned the surgical team. The 
anesthesiologist appeared, and after veri­
fying that I knew what I was requesting 
he immediately began preparing for the 
operation with no argument or objection. 
That was a relief!

Just before I was wheeled out of the 
room, the doctor came by again. He said: 
“Now you know you are asking me to 
operate with one hand tied behind me.” 
I told him to go ahead and Jehovah would 
look after me. I had confidence that even

if I should die I would come back in the 
resurrection of the dead.

In about two hours the operation was 
over and the doctor came out to talk with 
my family. He said: “Thus far she is 
doing all right. I think we did the right 
thing. I am not sure that we got all the 
bleeders tied off because her blood volume 
was so low it is difficult to tell. But she 
is doing as well as can be expected.” Then 
to the happy surprise of my family, he 
added: “I believe Jehovah was helping me 
in there.”

After four days of being in critical con­
dition, I was transferred to a regular hos­
pital room. After a few more days I was 
released. When I went back for a checkup 
one month after the operation, my blood 
count was normal. We all thanked this 
surgeon for his helpfulness. The following 
is part of a letter he later wrote to the 
elder in our congregation:

“Thank you for your recent letter with 
respect to Mrs. Christine Smith. Hers cer­
tainly was an amazing case. She was a 
very strong and determined woman, and 
both you and her relatives furnished her 
beautiful support.

“ Thank you very much for helping me 
to have a better understanding o f the 
faith of you and your people. I believe the 
experience with Mrs. Smith will improve 
my judgment when dealing with a Jeho­
vah’s Witness in the future.”
Through it all a good witness regarding 

our Christian faith was given. Now, thanks 
to Jehovah’s help, I am back at meetings 
with his people and active in his service. 
— C o n t r ib u t e d .

“ Indeed toward God wait silently, O  my soul, because from him is my 
hope. Indeed he is my rock and my salvation, my secure height; I shall 
not be made to totter. Upon God are my salvation and my glory. My 
strong rock, my refuge is in God. Trust in him at all times, O  people. 
Before him pour out your heart. God is a refuge for us."— Ps. 62:5-8.
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<?C_V7‘0U have been waiting for a long X time to drive, haven’t you, son? But 
if you value anything enough, then it is 
worth waiting for, isn’t it? You can get 
a lot of practical use and pleasure from 
owning and driving a motor car. You’re 
also taking on quite a responsibility!”

A b o u t  Y o u r  C a r

“Remember a few years ago how you 
wanted a gun because all the other boys 
o f  your age had one? We talked about the 
dangers involved with firearms and you 
were so concerned then that you decided 
it would be better not to own one. Now, 
I don’t want to talk you out of owning 
or driving a motor car, but I want you to 
do it safely, for yourself and for others.

“The gun was dangerous because of the

energy released when the trigger was 
pulled. The only way to control the energy 
released in a gun is to be careful where you 
point the barrel. A gun’s source of energy 
is from an explosion in a confined space. 
The expanding gases in the firing chamber 
must find an escape and this they do by 
taking the line of least resistance—down 
the gun barrel.

“In the engine of your car a similar 
explosion takes place when an electrically 
induced spark ignites the vaporized fuel 
within the confined space at the top of the 
cylinder when the piston is at the top of 
its stroke. The expanding gases take the 
line of least resistance and force the mov­
able piston downward, converting the 
downward thrust to a circular motion in 
the crankshaft, and that eventually is
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transferred to the wheels of the car.
“So, instead of sending a lead bullet 

through the air, a series of explosions 
sends you and your vehicle speeding along 
the road. Not quite as fast but, hopefully, 
under control.

“We’ve discussed before the mechani­
cal controls in the car itself, the steering 
for directing the ‘missile,’ the clutch for 
engaging and disengaging the power, the 
throttle for increasing or decreasing the 
power and, of course, the brakes for bring­
ing the vehicle to a stop. Your safe enjoy­
ment of the car depends to a large degree 
on the mechanical efficiency and condition 
of these controls. Always remember, your 
speeding vehicle can be more dangerous 
than a bullet.”

About You
“There are other factors involved in 

safe and enjoyable driving: road condi­
tions, the driver’s experience, his skill and 
health, his attitude, emotional state and 
attentiveness. Not only must the car be 
controlled, but the driver must be also!

“Remember the film that we saw the 
other night? It illustrated that. Even the 
rally and competition drivers showed a 
marked decrease in driving ability when 
under the influence of small amounts of 
alcohol. The skilled competition and rally 
drivers were able to perform more routine 
actions automatically than the less experi­
enced everyday driver, but still could not 
cope with emergency situations. Didn’t we 
laugh when we saw the test drivers in the 
film run through the imaginary end of 
their garage and sideswipe the imaginary 
wall as they backed out, or overrun the 
markers in the stopping test? But would 
we have laughed if the markers were real 
live pedestrians crossing a street?

“Why does alcohol have such an effect? 
Because it slows down our reaction time. 
It relaxes us, and while a driver should 
not be tense, he does need to be wide

awake and alert. Your car is moving speed­
ily. While you are thinking about what to 
do, it is still moving. While you are re­
acting, it is still moving. While the ve­
hicle is responding, it is still moving.

“Let us look at a possible incident. 
You’re driving along a reasonably quiet 
suburban street when suddenly a ball 
bounces onto the road a short distance in 
front of your car. Then a small boy dashes 
after it! Some very complicated computer 
work has to go on within the mind and 
body of the driver. The information is 
recorded by the eyes and transmitted to 
the brain where it is related to the facts 
you have already stored there. The things 
that you already know about little boys, 
road conditions, the condition of your car, 
the car’s abilities, your own abilities, pos­
sible actions to be taken and their pos­
sible consequences—all of these have to 
be considered before a decision is made.

“If the car is traveling at 45 kilometers 
per hour (about 28 miles per hour), in 
just one second it will have covered 13 
meters (about 43 feet). In just one sec­
ond! If the driver is tired or his reactions 
are affected for any reason at all, reaction 
time can be up to three times as long! 
Of course, different people react in dif­
ferent ways and different cars respond 
differently, but at high speeds, say 90 
kilometers per hour (56 miles per hour), 
half a second can be the difference be­
tween life and death.

“So far we have only mentioned reac­
tion time, but it takes a lot longer after 
you have reacted to a situation to b r in g  
the car to a stop. At a speed of around 
110 kilometers per hour (about 70 miles 
per hour), the limit often set on express­
ways here in Australia, it can take up to 
96 meters (315 feet) to bring the car to 
a standstill. That’s a long way!

“Remember, these distances will increase 
if you are tired, angry, ill, worried, or if 
you have been drinking or taking drugs,
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or are in deep conversation with the per­
son traveling with you, or if for any rea­
son your judgment, reflex response and 
fine movement are reduced.

“Son, in the driver’s seat you don’t 
have a new toy; you have a potentially 
dangerous weapon in your hands! It can 
be used wisely and enjoyed, but it depends 
on you, the driver, and your attitude.”

T h e  Follies of Youth
“ ‘Foolishness is tied up with the heart 

of a boy.’ You remember that, don’t you, 
found in the Bible at Proverbs 22:15? 
Some of us ‘oldies’ like to be ‘boys’ too, 
when we get in a motor car. Boys like to 
see what a car can do; they like to try 
out their own capabilities and have a ten­
dency to overlook the consequences of their 
actions. Seeking excitement and thrills can 
impair one’s judgment about the dangers 
involved, and a lack of experience can 
cause a person to overlook the need for 
greater caution.

“Let’s look at some Bible principles that 
will help you to avoid these pitfalls of 
youth:

1. Love of neighbor. (Matt. 22:39; 
1 Cor. 16:14) The Golden Rifle. (Matt. 7: 
12) Why is what we are doing more im­
portant than what others do when driving 
our cars? How does the way we drive 
affect the lives and happiness, the well­
being and health of others?

2. The sanctity of life. (Lev. 17:11; 
Num. 35:33; Acts 15:29; Ps. 55:23) Do 
we drive for thrills? Do we like the sound

of tires squealing on the road? Is our driv­
ing putting in danger the lives of others? 
True Christians view life as valuable, as 
belonging to Jehovah.

3. ‘Pay back, therefore, Caesar’s things 
to Caesar.’ (Matt. 22:21; Rom. 13:1-4) 
It is not just a question of knowing Cae­
sar’s laws. The Bible indicates that our 
attitude should be one of respect to the 
governments of this world. Again, it’s a 
question of attitude. Do we feel that we 
can make a flash decision while traveling 
at high speed over an unfamiliar road, 
assuming that the men who have studied 
the road surface and conditions before set­
ting the speed limit were wrong and that 
we are right?

“According to Caesar’s laws, you’re old 
enough to drive. But remember that driv­
ing is a weighty responsibility. Thousands 
of lives are lost each year through car ac­
cidents. About a quarter of a million die in 
road accidents world wide each year; 50,000 
in the United States, 16,000 in France and 
the Federal Republic of Germany, 3,689 
here in Australia in 1975.

“We thought that guns were dangerous, 
didn’t we? Comparatively few lose their 
lives from accidents with firearms each 
year; 1,300 each year in the United States, 
and only 27 in Australia in 1975.

“Are you ready for this responsibility? 
If you can have both yourself and your 
vehicle under control at all times, you can 
have pleasure and practical use from your 
car. Can you? If so, you are old enough 
to drive!”

Why They Call Ma “Candlelish"
•  Greetings! I'm a saltwater member of the smelt family and you will find me in 
the North Pacific. True, I am rather small— only some eight inches (20 centimeters) 
long. But I'm delicious! At least many folks think so. Since people desire my tasty 
meat, fishermen catch me in rivers when I enter to spawn during February to April. 
But, why have I been named "candlefish"? Well, it all started years ago with a 
practice of Indians living on North America's west coast. They dried members of my 
family and then used them as torches or candles.
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Faith That Is Victoriou
In Modern Time

POVERTY, hunger, sickness, crime, ha­
tred and violence. These major prob­

lems surround us and are becoming more 
and more serious in modern times. Seem­
ingly stable marriages are breaking up, 
families are falling apart, and the future 
of young people is threatened by increas­
ing immorality and drug abuse. With 
less and less friendliness, and more and 
more fear, insecurity and mistrust, there 
is steady deterioration in the quality and 
enjoyment of life.

What a distressing picture! Yet, to 
some degree, each of us must face these 
problems. Would we be helped by faith 
that is based on the Bible? Or, is such 
faith too old-fashioned and outmoded to 
cope with the problems of modern times?

A p p l y i n g  t h e  B i b l e  i n  L i f e

At the “Victorious Faith” International 
Conventions now in progress around the 
world, Jehovah’s Witnesses are enthusi­
astically affirming a “Declaration of Our 
Faith.” In it, among other things, they 
acknowledge the major problems facing 
humanity and the growing climate of mis­
trust, fear and insecurity. Nevertheless, 
their Declaration forcefully states:

“By contrast, we have seen and person­
ally experienced what the faithful appli­
cation of God’s Word can do, the remark­
able changes it has accomplished in our 
own lives and homes, the benefits in 
contentment and peaceful relations and 
the warmth of unselfish love. We have
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seen the power the ‘good news’ has in 
appealing to honest-hearted persons of ev­
ery conceivable background, in the West­
ern world and in the Orient, in all con­
tinents and islands of the sea. We have 
seen what faith can produce on a global 
scale; how God’s spirit has produced some­
thing that remains unique: an earth-wide 
‘association of brothers.’ (1 Pet. 2:17) 
‘By this all will know that you are my 
disciples,’ Christ Jesus said, ‘if you have 
love among yourselves.’ (John 13:35) We 
rejoice to be part of the o n l y  r e a l  i n t e r ­

n a tio n a l  b r o t h e r h o o d  on the face of the 
earth, a brotherhood bound together in 
unbreakable love—for God and his Son, 
for truth, for what is right, and for one 
another.”

Is that just meaningless rhetoric? Or, 
do these Christians really believe the 
Bible’s statement that God “made out of 
one man every nation of men”? (Acts 17: 
26) And do the Witnesses form a brother­
hood bound together by love? Well, what 
do outside observers have to say?

Referring to one of the “Victorious 
Faith” International Conventions held in 
New Orleans, Louisiana, T h e  S t a t e s - I t e m  
said:

“A sense of brotherhood filled the 
Louisiana Superdome as young and old, 
black and white Jehovah’s Witnesses set­
tled down to begin a 5-day learning and 
sharing experience.

“The atmosphere during this week’s in­
ternational convention confirms that ra-
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Victorious Faith prompts conventioners to engage in special witnessing

cial discrimination—still an issue in some 
churches—is not a problem for Witnesses.” 

Because Jehovah’s Witnesses conscien­
tiously apply the Bible in life, they do en­
joy an international brotherhood that is 
genuine and unique. That spirit of broth­
erhood is evident at their “Victorious 
Faith” International Conventions. For in­
stance, assembling at Montreal, Quebec, 
were delegates of various racial and na­
tional backgrounds—so much so that ses­
sions were held in Arabic, English, French, 
Greek, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish. 
Since a football game ended about 11 p.m. 
on the evening before the opening conven­
tion day in the Olympic Stadium, Witness

workers had less than 12 hours to install 
an elaborate sound system. The problem 
was compounded by the need for seven 
simultaneous language presentations, re­
quiring careful installation of a complete­
ly independent public-address system for 
each tongue. Connecting the system called 
for a full six miles (10 kilometers) of 
cable. There was no time to modify the 
installation. It had to work the first time 
—and, for the most part, it did function 
very well.

Faith Evident in Various Ways
Faith in Jehovah God and the applying 

of his Word in life have enabled thou-
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sands of persons to become unified in an 
international brotherhood, and thus they 
have gained a spiritual victory in this 
divided world. But victorious faith is evi­
dent in many other ways. Of course, since 
trust in God and the application of his 
Word in life are factors responsible for 
these evidences of faith, credit for de­
sirable attitudes and actions primarily 
goes to God. However, what do some keen 
observers have to say about Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and their current international 
conventions?

A unique feature of certain “Victorious 
Faith” International Conventions is a trail­
er and/or tent city. For instance, one laid 
out by workers near Montreal, Quebec, 
accommodated some 4,000 tents, campers 
and motor homes, housing over 15,000 
persons. Destructive earthquakes that had 
struck Thessalonica, Greece, in June had 
made hotels and houses there so dangerous 
that thousands of convention delegates 
had to be accommodated at a rather large 
tent city. In fact, thought had been given 
to canceling the convention in Thessalo­
nica, but, after fervent prayer, the Wit­
nesses decided to go ahead with it in faith.

Near Stockholm, Sweden, an airfield 
was rented as a campsite. The runways 
formed streets of a trailer and tent com­
munity for 12,000 people, and the sailplane 
hangars were turned into cafeterias. All 
of this attracted the attention of the 
Swedish press and television. D a g -

b la d e t said that this “suburb” had been 
erected with “colossal organizational skill” 
and then remarked that the Witnesses “are 
admirably skilled in arranging everything 
in a practical way, sensibly and nicely.” 
According to the newspaper 
the camp was “well organized,” had “lots 
of cozy tents and trailers,” and there was 
“no litter to be seen anywhere.” Also 
A f t o r i b l a d e t  commented: “You can see 
that this is not an ordinary camp. No 
litter. Not a single empty beer can. And 
—no smoking.”

A “Victorious Faith” International Con­
vention was held at Washington, D.C. Af­
ter viewing the assembly facilities that 
the Witnesses used there, Brian Murchi­
son wrote in T h e  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a r :  
“The stadium, usually a litterbug’s para­
dise, looked as if it had come up against 
a white tornado for the first time. Even 

at lunch time, volun­
teers served food and 
cleaned up almost si­
multaneously.”

A staff member of 
the sports facilities 
used by Witness con- 
ventioners at Lisbon, 
Portugal, remarked: 
“When people ask me 
what I think of you, I 
can’t tell a lie. I tell 
them that Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have very 
good manners, cleanli­
ness and organization. 
. . .  if you happen to 
soil one thing, you 
clean 99!”

Witnesses, including entire families, clean every seat 
at convention site in Munich
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At Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses met in a stadium. After 20,000 
to 25,000 people had been there for a 
double-header baseball game, there were 
tons of debris. “This is normal,” said the 
grounds’ keeper. “You might liken it to 
wall-to-wall garbage. But Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses cleaned it up in half the time it 
would normally take.” He added: “In oth­
er words, it goes from absolute chaos to 
efficiency. When you folks leave the sta­
dium, it is ready for the next event. You 
don’t have to worry about a nail or a 
piece of glass. It’s clean.”

But what does cleanliness have to do 
with victorious faith? Well, in writing to 
fellow Christians, the apostle Paul urged: 
“Let us cleanse ourselves of every defile­
ment of flesh and spirit, perfecting holi­
ness in God’s fear.” (2 Cor. 7:1) Also, 
when leaving Babylon centuries earlier, 
God’s people were commanded: “Turn 
away, turn away, get out of there, touch 
nothing unclean; get out from the midst 
of her, keep yourselves clean, you who 
are carrying the utensils of Jehovah.” 
(Isa. 52:11) Hence, spiritual and physical 
cleanliness are associated with the proper 
application of the Bible in life and with 
the pursuit of victorious faith.

Conduct That Draws Commendation
Often mentioned in connection with 

cleanliness is general conduct. For ex­
ample, the manager of the hall used by 
Witness conventioners in Helsinki, Fin­
land, said: “We had a good opportunity 
to make comparisons when you last had 
a meeting here. There had been a pop 
concert the day before, and there was a 
lot of noise and many drunks. It was all 
very dirty. All your arrangements work 
surprisingly well . . . This is the largest 
crowd of people that has ever been in our 
hall at one time. We have seen many types 
of meetings here, but this is the best- 
behaved group.”

Convention delegates 
share the “good news" with others

At Vienna, Austria, the administrator of 
the stadium used by Jehovah’s Witnesses 
found the teamwork within the conven­
tion administration to be “absolutely fan­
tastic” and said that the conduct of the 
delegates was outstanding. Also, speaking 
frankly, one employee at the State Sport 
Center remarked: “Exemplary cleanliness 
is the order of the day among Jehovah’s 
Witnesses here. One should be prompted 
to follow their example. On the other 
hand, when our athletes take over here, 
they stumble over their own cigarette 
butts and the litter they leave behind.” 

With reference to the international con­
vention in Montreal, Quebec, an adminis­
trative official of the 1976 Olympic Games
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remarked: “Never in my life have I seen 
such a well-disciplined and well-organized 
convention. And mark my words, . . .  I 
attend many conventions.” Similarly, the 
inspector of certain facilities used by the 
Witnesses at Copenhagen, Denmark, com­
mented: “Many organizations have had 
events here, but none of them have shown 
anything comparable to what you do with 
regard to planning, order and cooperation 
with such a fine spirit.”

Following the convention at Copenha­
gen, a Witness employed by the telephone 
company was told by a superior living 
beside the assembly site: ‘I have never 
seen Idrsetsparken so clean and decorated 
so attractively, or the parking problem 
solved so smoothly and elegantly. I have 
never seen so many persons assembled 
that were so neatly dressed and well 
groomed, and I have never seen so many 
people conduct themselves in such a well- 
disciplined, orderly and peaceful way.’ 

Fine conduct does draw commendation. 
But Jehovah’s Witnesses are not saying 
that they have independently developed 
a life-style that is commendable. Rather, 
reliance upon Jehovah God and application 
of his Word, the Bible, produce faith that 
is victorious over undesirable human 
traits and tendencies so common in these 
“last days.” (2 Tim. 3:1-5) It is because 
of their faith based on the Bible that these 
Christians manifest a good spirit, are or­
derly and “seek peace.” The Scriptures 
urge them to ‘maintain their conduct fine 
among the nations,’ and this they do, not 
for their own glory, but for that of the 
God whom they serve.—1 Cor. 10:31; 14: 
33; Philem. 25; 1 Pet. 2:12; 3:11.

Faith Affects One's Viewpoint 
Faith is not too old-fashioned to accom­

plish good things in modern times. In fact, 
it changes people, improving their view­
point and the quality of their life.

Consider the case of one man who sym­

bolized his dedication to Jehovah God by 
water baptism at the Cincinnati, Ohio, in­
ternational convention. He admits: ‘I had 
always worn a gun and had it on during 
the first two Bible studies conducted with 
me. The hate I had for everything and 
everybody slowly left, however, and my 
whole attitude changed so much that my 
mother encouraged me to keep studying, 
for my family had thought that the only 
place for me was jail or death. But prayers 
to Jehovah changed me.’ Yes, true faith 
gains the victory over blind hatred and 
teaches honest-hearted people that they 
should not “be owing anybody a single 
thing, except to love one another.”— Rom. 
13:8.

Then there was the young Bolivian 
woman who suffered paralysis as a result 
of an automobile accident. Her hopes for 
a career in the medical world had been 
dashed, and several times she had attempt­
ed to commit suicide. Well, in the hospital 
she studied the Bible with one of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and soon was able to say that 
she would never again seek to take her 
life. In fact, she said that never in her life 
had she been happier. Today a baptized 
Witness, she was present for the Spanish 
and English international conventions in 
London, England. Though she is confined 
to a wheelchair, her pleasant countenance 
and smiling face provide evidence that true 
faith is victorious in modern times.

Among those baptized at the interna­
tional convention in Philadelphia, Penn­
sylvania, was a 26-year-old man who had 
become addicted to narcotics while in Viet­
nam. Notice what initially drew him to 
true Christianity. He commented: “After 
returning to the United States, I was at­
tracted by the contrast presented by Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses. Many times I observed 
their happy faces . . .  So, one day I just 
walked up to some Witnesses . . . and I 
asked to study with them.” Soon the young
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man realized that he had 
to stop using narcotics. But 
participation in a drug- 
withdrawal program proved 
useless, and he said: “Jeho­
vah God, through his Word, 
helped me to conquer the 
craving; the drug program 
did not. It was the truth 
that helped me to overcome 
drugs.”

Indeed, true faith does 
change people. It has a ben­
eficial effect on their view­
point and improves the 
quality of their life. Proof 
of this is seen on the happy 
faces of individuals and 
families attending the “Vic­
torious Faith” International 
Conventions.

A  T r a n q u i l  a n d

H a p p y  H o m e

Even in these modern 
times, when so many mar­
riages are breaking up and 
families are falling apart, 
victorious faith is producing 
tranquillity and happiness 
in the home. It is notewor­
thy, too, that an entire day 
of the current international 
conventions carries the 
theme “Have Faith to the 
Saving of Your Household.” 
(Heb. 11:7) Much sound 
Scriptural counsel on mar­
riage is being provided for 
t h e  benefit of assembly dele­
gates. Here is evidence that 
it is having an effect:

Present for the conven­
tion in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
was a woman who was sep­
arated from her husband 
and was in the process of
AWAKE! —  NOVEMBER 22, 1978

Many convention delegates were baptized, 
giving evidence of faith

arranging for a divorce. However, he went to the con­
vention to help his wife care for their children. This cou­
ple listened intently to the discussions on marriage, and 
the wife said: “I realized that perhaps I could do more in 
an attempt to save my marriage.” After the sessions 
that day, she and her husband had a long discussion, 
making use of the principles discussed on the program. 
The result? They decided on a reconciliation. Indeed, faith 
in God and the Bible is not too old-fashioned to be helpful 
in solving marital problems in modern times.

“To serve Jehovah faithfully, I knew that I would 
have to change my whole life-style, because Satan was 
glued to me,” said one delegate to the international con­
vention in Dublin, Ireland. He and his wife had had 
many difficulties, and he admitted: “I smoked a lot, spent 
a lot of my time in the pub on weekends, and forgot that 
I had a wife and family at home. Eventually, I packed up 
[I quit] the cigarettes and stopped spending my time 
gambling. . . . Now I give most of my time to my wife 
and family.” Both the man and his wife were baptized
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at the Dublin convention, and he remarked 
that, as he watched her being immersed, 
“it was the same as starting a whole new 
life . . .  I felt so happy!”

A happy home and tranquillity within 
marriage can be a certainty if all mem­
bers of the household apply the Bible in 
their everyday life. (Eph. 5:21-6:4) But 
what about younger ones?

Do the children of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
find their religion boring? Well, younger 
persons attending the “Victorious Faith” 
International Conventions find that an 
entire day has the theme “Youths, Be 
Examples in Faith.” (1 Tim. 4:12) In fact, 
through the thought-provoking Bible dra­
ma “Youths—What Is Your Goal in Life?” 
all convention delegates were able to profit 
from considering the faith displayed by 
the young man Timothy, an associate of 
the apostle Paul.

But does faith have true meaning for 
teen-agers? Quite apparently it does. One 
such young person was so impressed by 
the drama on Timothy’s life that, on the 
way home from the convention in Cincin­
nati, Ohio, he requested an application 
for regular pioneer service, or full-time 
preaching work. Schedule changes were 
made at school and the lad gave a fine 
witness to his high school principal, who 
then allowed him to graduate during mid­
term. The young man began serving as a 
regular pioneer on September 1, 1978.

Even the very young give evidence that 
they comprehend Scriptural truths. For 
example, it is not impossible for many of 
them to understand that the first human 
pair, Adam and Eve, disobeyed God and 
that “through one main sin entered into the 
world.” (Rom. 5:12) To illustrate: With 
regard to the convention program at Gre­
noble, France, the French daily L e  D a u -  

p h i n e  l i b e r e  reported: “During an inter­
view on the platform a father asked his

little boy: ‘Are you always obedient?’ The 
reply was: ‘Yes. Well—not always, be­
cause of Adam and Eve.’ ”

Victorious Faith Commands Attention
In city after city thousands of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses have been gathering to promote 
victorious faith. This, in turn, has resulted 
in notable press, radio and television cov­
erage of their current assemblies. For in­
stance, factual news media reports on the 
international convention in Helsinki, Fin­
land, evidently reached witnesses of Jeho­
vah in nearby areas of the Soviet Union.

Regarding the “Victorious Faith” Inter­
national Convention at Barcelona, Spain, 
at least 20 different newspapers published 
a total of 2,377 column inches (some 6,000 
centimeters) of material, including 71 pho­
tographs. Also, the assembly was featured 
on television and radio programs, among 
them a 10-minute national TV-network 
presentation that included part of a Bible 
drama, the singing of the audience, and 
interviews with various Witnesses. What 
a contrast from just 10 years ago when 
Jehovah’s Witnesses enjoyed no legal rec­
ognition in Spain!

Government officials have also acknowl­
edged awareness of the conventions and 
activities of Jehovah’s Witnesses. For 
example, the mayor of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, where two “Victorious Faith” 
International Conventions were held, pro­
claimed June 1978 to be Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society month in that city. Sim­
ilarly, the acting mayor of St. Louis, Mis­
souri, and the governor of New York 
State, each made proclamations designat­
ing certain days as ‘Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Day’ in connection with assemblies held 
in their administrative areas.

State and city officials at Munich and 
Diisseldorf, Federal Republic of Germany, 
gave official recognition to the interna­
tional conventions in those cities. The lord 
mayor of Diisseldorf invited 84 Witnesses
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A stirring Bible drama indicates
that Victorious Faith was displayed by the young Christian Timothy

(including missionaries from 19 countries) 
to a reception and banquet at the city hall 
on Tuesday evening, August 1, 1978. Dur­
ing a short talk on that occasion, Mayor 
Ktirten said, in part: “I think a person 
can attest to the fact that you are welcome 
and good guests wherever you go. That 
may be due to what has brought you to­
gether. And when you have gathered to­
gether here in Dusseldorf under the theme 
of victorious faith, it is more than just 
the theme of a meeting; it is, rather, a con­
fession, a confession of the convictions 
that you are now demonstrating here in 
this city, and that I believe, when viewed 
from a historical standpoint, you have 
always demonstrated regardless of the 
agreement or disagreement of the political 
powers. You have always stood up for 
your convictions, and a word of thanks 
for doing so is here appropriate.”

Victorious Faith in Action!
Jehovah’s Witnesses are convinced that 

Bible-based faith is not old-fashioned and 
outmoded, but has true meaning in modern

times. Moreover, they are eager to share 
with others the “good news” of God’s king­
dom. (Matt. 24:14) So, witnessing from 
house to house and elsewhere is an im­
portant part of their regular service to 
God. However, a special endeavor is being 
made on Friday morning of the “Victo­
rious Faith” International Conventions. It 
is being set aside for witnessing activities 
in the field. And convention delegates are 
participating in this special effort with 
real enthusiasm. As an example, at Pitts­
burgh, Pennsylvania (where the peak as­
sembly attendance was 37,208), an esti­
mated 28,000 Witnesses shared in this 
activity.

In some cases, news media personnel 
have accompanied the Witnesses in this 
special activity. For instance, a Philadel­
phia, Pennsylvania, television station sent 
cameramen along with 3t%roup of them. 
On camera, an interested person was con­
tacted, a witness was given, and arrange­
ments were made for a personal Bible 
study. This, along with other films from
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the field, was shown on an evening news 
program.

On Friday morning of the convention 
in Montreal, Quebec, a prominent journal­
ist s a id  o v e r  the radio: “You will probably
receive a visit from Jehovah’s Witnesses 
this morning because they are calling on 
the people of Montreal to invite them to 
their assembly. They have little yellow 
bags and they will be offering you their 
pamphlets. Take one, give them a little of 
your time, and listen. Don’t think you are 
doing them a favor—they are doing y o u  
a favor.’’

Too Old-fashioned for You?
What about taking the advice of the 

journalist just quoted? When Jehovah’s 
Witnesses call at your home in the course 
of their regular activity, would it not be 
wise to “give them a little of your time, 
and listen”? That, of course, is for you to 
decide.

The fact remains, however, that the 
Witnesses possess a faith that is victorious 
in these modern times. That Bible-based 
faith is not too old-fashioned or outmoded 
to help them to cope successfully with the 
problems that surround all of us—poverty, 
hunger, sickness, crime, hatred, violence, 
drug abuse and other distressing troubles 
that can rob us of the enjoyment of life.

The current “Victorious Faith” Interna­
tional Conventions are impressing Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses with the need to continue 
building strong faith. They have found 
that the proper application of the Bible 
has accomplished good things in their own 
lives and homes, has produced content­
ment and peaceful relations with others, 
has made them part of the only real inter­
national brotherhood and has given them 
a sound hope for the future. That faith 
meets the challenges of modern times. 
Does it appeal to you? If so, learn how 
you, too, can acquire victorious faith.

By “Awake!" correspondent in Kenya
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IT LOOKS like a pret­
ty little daisy. Yet 

it is deadly. N o , not 
to man or his pets 
and domestic animals, 
but deadly to pests.
Whether lodged in an 
opening in a home or 
hiding in a food store, 
almost all pests are 
conquered by this 
diminutive member of the chrysanthemum 
family. Even the toughest mosquito and 
the “super cockroach’’ find themselves no 
match for this “daisy with the kick of a 
mule.” With its thin white petals and 
bright-yellow buttonlike center, pyrethrum 
is attractive enough to be placed in a vase 
to decorate your table. However, it can 
do much more for you!

In powder form, the pyrethrum has 
been used as a very effective insecticide 
for thousands of years. Its use for that 
purpose was widespread in ancient China, 
and later in parts of Europe, Japan and 
other areas. Despite the advantageous 
properties that make the pyrethrum the 
solution to many problems created by syn­
thetic insecticides, it has remained largely 
unknown to the modern world. Why? Be­
cause manual labor and other factors con­
nected with its growth and harvesting cre­
ated fluctuations in production levels. 
However, its future as your household 
friend is brightening.

Research has now produced pyrethrum 
powder, coils, sprays and even aerosol 
“bombs.” In increasing numbers, farmers 
are beginning to realize that pyrethrum 
can be a valuable cash crop. And in the 
wake of an upset “balance of nature” in 
numerous places due to the use of syn­
thetic insecticides, many now are turning 
o pyrethrum. That special little daisy 
erves well as an insecticide that solves 
lodem-day problems. Yes, it may be 
orth your effort to get better acquaint-
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ed with this surprising flower.
Although “the daisy with the 

kick of a mule” is grown in Ecua­
dor, Japan, Tanzania, Rwanda 
and elsewhere—  
sometimes in pink 
or violet varieties *
— Kenya is, by 
far, the world's 
leading producer 

~~of pyrethrum.
Most of the crop comes 
from the Kisii highland; 
situated in the soutj 
of the country, 
tween tea, maize, beans 
and other crops, whole 
fields of these smiling 
flowers greet your eyes. The best yields 
are obtained at elevations between 6,000 
and 8,000 feet (1,800 to 2,400 meters). 
High altitudes assure the low night tem­
peratures needed for maximum initiation 
of flower buds. Kenya’s geographical lo­
cation astride the equator ensures plenty 
of sunshine to encourage the buds to de­
velop quickly into mature flowers, while 
also being a help in the drying of the 
picked flower heads. There is an adequate 
supply of refreshing rain in the highlands, 
too, with 40 to 45 inches (102 to 114 centi­
meters) a year being considered ideal.

P y r e t h r u m  P r o d u c t i o n

Today, over 90 percent of Kenya’s pyre­
thrum crop comes from more than 100,- 
000 small-scale farmers who have grouped 
themselves into over 200 cooperative so­
cieties. Hence, pyrethrum is Kenya’s third- 
largest agricultural export product after 
coffee and tea. The Pyrethrum Board of 
Kenya, whose processing factory and head­
quarters are centrally located in Nakuru 
(within view of the famous bird sanctu­
ary), provides much help and technical 
advice.

After obtaining seedlings from the Pyre­
thrum Board, the farmers are in for much
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hard work. They have to give attention 
to proper soil rotation, nursery beds, care­
ful weeding, cutting back stalks, and many 
other things. Although pyrethrum grow­
ing is laborious work, it improves the 
standard of living of these farmers. The 
rich highland soil assures rapid growth, 
and, about four weeks after planting, it is 
already harvesttime.

Picking the Flowers
When pyrethrums are being picked, we 

can see the whole family in the fields. 
Even a five-year-old girl may be carrying 
a little sisal basket. She and her brothers 
and sisters have been taught to pick only 
mature flower heads, breaking them off 
with a deft twist of nimble fingers. Adults 
are able to pick between 60 and 100 pounds 
(27 and 45 kilograms) of flower heads a 
day. This is a back-breaking job because 
the flowers grow to a height of only two 
feet (60 centimeters). For the children, 
it is a fine, fun-filled break, though they 
are in school during most of the year.

The harvesting continues for nine 
months. Every two weeks or so, fully 
opened flowers are picked when they have 
the highest pyrethrin content. All the flow­
er heads are spread on the ground to be 
dried by the hot sun, and they will lose 
about three quarters of their weight be­
fore being taken to the factory in Nakuru.

Processing
The modern factory and processing plant 

is equipped with the latest machines. A 
cushion of warm air conveys the dried 
flowers through pipes from loading bay to 
crushing machines. In varying degrees of 
concentration, oil is extracted from the 
flowers and put into large drums. These 
are marked with a white daisy emblem 
and are labeled “Kenya Pyrethrum Ex­
tract.” The extract is exported to countries

like the United States, the Federal Re­
public of Germany and Japan, where the 
oil is converted into the familiar insecti­
cide sprays. On the other hand, the pow­
dery residue called “marc” is exported 
mainly to the Far East, for the manufac­
ture of mosquito coils. These are designed 
to burn slowly, emitting a smoke that is 
death-dealing to insects coming in con­
tact with it. This marc also makes good 
animal fodder, for it has a 13-percent- 
protein content, approximately the same 
as wheat bran.

Various Uses
Due to its safety to man and his do­

mestic animals, as well as to its death­
dealing properties to harmful insects, there 
are many uses of pyrethrum. It has been 
found that insect pests do not develop a 
resistance to pyrethrum, as they have done 
in the case of synthetic insecticides so 
widely used today. Other advantages of 
this "natural” insecticide are that it can 
be added to water supplies and can be 
used to protect stored foodstuffs without 
the harmful effects generally associated 
with synthetic insecticides. Pyrethrum is 
unstable in strong sunlight, which means 
that it does not stay active long enough 
to upset the “balance of nature.” So, in 
today’s pollution-conscious world, pyre­
thrum offers an effective weapon in home 
hygiene, for it knocks out deadly pests 
without disturbing ecological systems.

The future will reveal whether this 
smiling daisy with unusual properties will 
become a household friend of many more 
people. It has the potential for more ex­
tensive use in home insecticide prepara­
tions, in food protection and even as an 
insect repellant applied to the skin. Truly, 
this harmless-looking little flower is earn­
ing its reputation as “the daisy with the 
kick of a mule.”
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The Bible’s View

TO Israelites on the threshold of 
the Promised Land, Moses de­

clared: “Listen, O Israel: Jehovah 
our God is one Jehovah.” (Deut. 
6:4) What did Moses mean by 
that?

Before answering this question, 
it will be worth while to examine 
the view of persons who claim that 
Moses’ statement means that God 
is a “trinity” of three coequal, co­
eternal persons combined into one 
God.

They seek proof for this from 
the word rendered “God” ( ),
which in Hebrew is plural. Sup­
posedly the plural indicates that 
God is more than one person. Fur­
ther support for this view is sought 
from the Hebrew word for “one” 

( e h h a d ) . On occasion, Bible writ­
ers use this term for a unity of 
more than one person, as in the 
case of a husband and wife being 
“one flesh.” (Gen. 2:24) On such 
a basis it is argued that the ex­
pression “one Jehovah” means a 
“compound unity” of three per­
sons in one.

Let us consider the assertion 
based on the plural word for God 
in Hebrew, namely, e l o h i m . By no 
means does this have to mean that 
God is more than one person. Fre­
quently a plural word in Hebrew 
designates a single thing or per-

“ One Jehovah”  
—In What Sense?

son. Aaron Ember writes in T h e  A m e r i c a n  J o u r ­

n a l o f  S e m i t i c  L a n g u a g e s  a n d  L i t e r a t u r e s  (Vol. 
XXI, July 1905): “Several phenomena in the uni­
verse were designated in Hebrew by plural ex­
pressions because they inspired the Hebrew mind 
with the idea of g r e a t n e s s ,  m a j e s t y ,  g r a n d e u r , and 

h o l i n e s s .”  By way of illustration, Ember points 
out that “the Persian king . . .  is designated in a 
number of passages in the 0[ld] T testament] by 
the pl[ural] m e l d k h im  ‘kings,’ i .e . , The Great 
King, and the Persian Empire by the pl[ural] 
m a m l a k h o t h , ‘kingdoms,’ i .e . , The Great King­
dom.” With regard to the Hebrew word for God, 
the same author states:

“ Various theories have been advanced to explain 
the use o f the plural form elohim as a designation 
of the God of Israel. Least plausible is the view of 
the old theologians, beginning with Peter Lombard 
(12th century), that we have in the plural form a 
reference to the Trinity. . . . That the language of 
the OCld] Tiestament] has entirely given up the 
idea of plurality in elohim (as applied to the God 
of Israel) is especially shown by the fact that it is 
almost invariably construed with a singular verbal 
predicate, and takes a singular adjectival attribute.
. . . elohim must rather be explained as an inten­
sive plural, denoting greatness and majesty, being 
equal to The Great God. It ranks with the plurals 
adonim (“master’’] and b ( “owner,” "lord” ] 
employed with reference to human beings.”

So there is no basis for arguing from the plural 
Hebrew word e l o h i m  that God is more than one 
person.

What about the claim that the Hebrew word 
for “one” at Deuteronomy 6:4 indicates that God 
is a combination of more than one person? This 
too lacks solid foundation, since “one” in the 
Scriptures frequently means o n e  e x c l u s i v e  o f  o t h ­

e r s . For instance: “There exists one, but not a 
second one”; “two are better than one”; “one 
there is who is my dove, my blameless one. One
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there is who belongs to her mother.” 
—Eccl. 4:8, 9; Song of Sol. 6:9.

We can now return to the question 
raised at the start of this article: What 
is meant by the statement, “Jehovah our 
God is one Jehovah?”

The context reveals that Moses had just 
finished rehearsing to “all Israel” the Ten 
Commandments. (Deut. 5:1-22) The first 
of these required that Israel “never have 
any other gods against my face.” (Deut. 
5:7) When declaring that Israel’s God was 
“one Jehovah,” Moses evidently was op­
posing two aspects of false worship by 
Gentile nations. How so?

First of all, those nations were polythe­
ists, worshipers of many gods. In contrast, 
Israel had only one God, Jehovah. The 
apostle Paul well expressed this when he 
said: “Even though there are those who 
are called ‘gods,’ whether in heaven or on 
earth, just as there are many ‘gods’ and 
many ‘lords,’ there is actually to us one 
God the Father.”—1 Cor. 8:5, 6.

Secondly, even when the Gentiles wor­
shiped one particular god, often the god 
was divided up into numerous aspects, 
each of which was peculiar to a certain 
locality. For example, Baal was a single 
god. But the Scriptures reveal that dif­
ferent localities had different Baals, such 
as Baal of Peor at Moab, Baal-berith at 
Shechem and Baal-zebub at Ekron. (Num. 
25:3, 5; Judg. 8:33; 2 Ki. 1:2-6) As to 
the effect that this had on the unity of 
the god reverenced, early in the 19th cen­
tury Orientalist E. F. C. Rosenmuller point­
ed out that “not only [did the Gentiles wor­
ship] many gods, but by a foolish religious 
practice even one and the same god was 
venerated as if multiplied by different 
names into many other widely diverse

gods.”* When people of different localities 
worshiped various “Baals,” each with its 
own peculiarities, it was as if Baal were 
many gods. A reference work of more 
recent times illustrates it in this way:

“The many ‘local’ representations o f Baal 
worship could be compared with those of 
the Roman Catholic Mary worship. Just 
as one can speak of Notre Dame (Our 
Lady) of Paris, or of Lourdes, or o f the 
North, one can also speak of the Lord 
[Baal] of Sapan, or of Sidon, or of Ugarit, 
even though one has in mind merely 
variations of a single figure.”—Theological 
Dictionary of the Old Testament, Vol. II 
(1975), p. 186.
In opposition to such superstitions, Mo­

ses declared that Israel’s god was “one 
Jehovah.” This meant that Jehovah was 
the one and only God, and was to be wor­
shiped as one only, not as divided into a 
group of aspects, or local ‘Jehovah’s,’ as 
happened with “the Baals.”—Judg. 2:11; 
3:7; 8:33.

According to the Scriptures, the day is 
fast approaching when all mankind will 
recognize the oneness of Jehovah. In this 
regard, God declared through the prophet 
Zechariah: “Jehovah must become king 
over all the earth. In that day Jehovah will 
prove to be one, and his name one.” (Zech. 
14:9) This means that the whole human 
family will acknowledge the sovereignty 
of Jehovah. He will be the only God wor­
shiped. And people will render sacred ser­
vice to Jehovah, not as if divided into 
numerous aspects that differ from one 
locality to another, but as a single per­
son and with one united form of w o r s h i p  
world wide. (See Ephesians 4:4-6.) At 
that time there will be unanimous agree­
ment throughout the earth: “Jehovah our 
God is one Jehovah.”

* From Rosenmuller’s Scholia in Deuteronomium 
(“Notes to Deuteronomy”). The quotation is translated 
from Latin.

28 AWAKE! —  NOVEMBER 22, 1978



Witnesses in Italy
<§> “As Catholics waited in 
long lines last weekend to visit 
the grave of Pope Paul VI,” 
wrote news columnist Rod 
Nordland from Rome, “about 
65,000 Italians gathered under 
colorful umbrellas in the Fla- 
minio soccer stadium to pay 
homage to their God. But it 
was a different God than the 
one represented by the pontiff 
[Paul VI] who lay buried in 
the grottos beneath St. Peter's 
Basilica. Here, in the world's 
most Catholic nation the Jeho­
vah's Witnesses have gained 
a strong and growing toehold."

Nordland said that the Wit­
nesses had only 95 adherents 
in Italy during World War II, 
but “now claim to be Italy's 
second largest religious group. 
They are certainly its fastest 
growing. . . . Their numbers 
are still small in relation to 
the 54 million population of 
Italy, most of whom are at 
least nominally Catholic. But 
they have made their presence 
felt here. O fficia ls o f the 
church say some Jehovah's 
Witness or other has knocked 
on every door in Italy by 
now."—Philadelphia Inquirer, 
August 16, 1978.

Norway Bans Skateboards
<$> After observing the Ameri­
can experience with skate­
boards, N orw ay's Product 
Control Council temporarily 
banned the devices several
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months ago. Now the ban has 
been made law. The Environ­
ment Ministry declared that 
business profits would have to 
be sacrificed in favor of chil­
dren's safety. Even advertis­
ing the sport of skateboarding 
comes under the ban. The 
Council noted that, in 1977, 28 
children died and 100,000 were 
injured in U.S. skateboarding 
accidents.

Dividing the Pie 
<$> When World War II was 
at its peak in 1943, the Axis 
partners were already arguing 
over how they would divide 
Europe. Documents recently 
declassified by the U.S. Na­
tional Security Agency reveal 
a conversation between Benito 
Mussolini’s foreign minister, 
Count Ciano, and the Japanese 
emissary in Rome: “We are 
going to have a showdown and 
get a clear delineation of what 
is ours and what is the other 
fellow's,” Count Ciano said. 
“Take France: Germany has 
occupied four fifths of it, but 
after all, we Italians also 
have great economic interests 
throughout that whole coun­
try and, believe me, we are 
going to hold on to them in 
the future. In short, we intend 
now to see just how all Europe 
is going to be divided up."

More Blood in Food?
<$> In an article titled “New 
Sources of Protein," the Scan­

dinavian Airlines magazine 
Scanorama reports that “at 
the Danish College of Agricul­
ture and Veterinary Sciences, 
Prof. J. Wismer-Pedersen and 
his associates are turning 
their attention to another 
much neglected source of nu­
trition: animal blood." The
article notes that yearly about 
40,000 tons of Denm ark's 
slaughterhouse blood, “ if it 
doesn’t go down the drain, is 
used primarily to enrich ani­
mal feed. Only a minute por­
tion is used for human con­
sumption, in blood sausage 
and blood pudding."

Now the Danish scientists 
are proposing that this blood 
be used to enrich other foods. 
They say that it can success­
fully be added to sourdough 
rye, a staple in the Danish 
diet, as well as to salami and 
similar products, ground beef, 
gravy flavorings and soup- 
powder mixes.

British Aplomb
<$> When the British ocean 
liner Queen Elizabeth 2 re­
cently rode out a huge North 
Atlantic storm, even an iron 
railing was crumpled by waves 
as high as 100 feet (30 me­
ters). Passengers, furniture 
and equipment pitched around 
wildly. Yet there were only 
two broken bones among the 
1,200 passengers, aside from 
minor bruises. “Did you think 
of sending for help from the 
Coast Guard?" someone asked 
the captain. “First, there was 
no need for help," he said. 
“And secondly, if there had 
been a Coast Guard cutter in 
the area, the Queen would 
have had to help the Coast 
Guard”

Animal Fire Fighters
<$> A herd o f 800 Spanish 
goats in the Cleveland Na­
tional Forest near San Diego, 
California, has proved that 
the animals are useful and 
economical for fire preven­
tion. In a two-year test by the 
U.S. Forest Service, the goats 
chewed up brush in firebreak 
areas (land cleared between
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forested sections so fire on 
one side cannot reach the 
other), keeping them clear of 
com bustible m aterial. The 
herd is now to be increased to 
2,500 in the area, and 35,000 
eventually are planned for 
60 additional firebreaks. Of 
course, the firebreaks have to 
be fenced to keep the hungry 
goats from clearing the for­
ests too.

Roots Reduce Fertility
<$> The staple diet of a primi­
tive island tribe is threatening 
the tribe’s very existence. Lo­
cated on the Andaman Islands 
in the Bay of Bengal, the 
Onges tribe eats tuberous 
plants that contain one of the 
compounds used in the manu­
facture of oral contraceptives. 
Lower fertility has reduced 
the size of the tribe to a few 
hundred, and the ratio of men 
to women is imbalanced, with 
only 6.8 girls for every 10 
boys under 15 years of age.

Interestingly, the W orld 
Health Organization (WHO) 
is now promoting the study of 
plants for their contraceptive 
value at six research centers 
around the world. WHO notes 
that surprisingly little atten­
tion has been given to this 
possibility, attributing it, in 
part, to pharmaceutical com­
panies’ synthetic approach to 
drugs.

Twins in Black and White
<$> A mother of twins recently 
went to court in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, claim­
ing child support from two 
men—one white, one black— 
who she said were the fathers 
of her twins. The two boys 
were indeed of different races, 
and a physician who is an 
authority on such matters tes­
tified that they were in all 
probability fathered by the 
two men charged with the re­
sponsibility. “The ova were 
fertilized by the sperm of the 
two different men,’’ he said, 
“who engaged in sexual rela­
tions with her probably within 
a period of a few hours.’’ She 
lost the case, however, when

it was shown that she had had 
relations with a number of 
other men as well.

When Father Tries to Mother
After former college ath­

lete Bob Peters signed a 70-day 
“motherhood contract’’ with 
his wife, he received a rude 
awakening as to how much is 
involved. The football and 
wrestling coach said: “ I’m in 
good physical condition. I’m 
big and strong, but since I've 
been doing this, I’ve lost 10 
pounds that I didn’t want to 
lose.*’ He cared for the couple’s 
four children, aged 4 to 16, 
while his wife went to work. 
His weight loss is “because of 
the running around, getting 
up early and staying up late," 
says Peters. “ It’s folding the 
last load of clothes and trying 
to figure out where to put it 
all." He recommends that, af­
ter work, husbands should 
help their wives with dinner 
and the dishes, and even bring 
them their slippers and a 
newspaper occasionally.

French Firmness
<$> When nonsmoker M. Valet 
pointed out to a cigar-puffing 
passenger in his train com­
partment that it was a no­
smoking section, he got a puff 
of smoke in the face. After his 
protests fell on deaf ears, the 
determined anti-smoker pulled 
the train’s emergency stop 
cord, bringing the turbo-train 
to a screeching halt. A train 
guard fined each of the men, 
Valet for pulling the handle 
without sufficient cause, and 
the smoker for smoking. Valet 
recently took the matter to 
court and won a 1,000-Franc 
($230, U.S.) judgment for him­
self and also for the anti­
smoking league to which he 
belonged. The Lyons court 
said that his ticket was com­
parable to a contract requir­
ing the railroad to ensure his 
safety from hazards—includ­
ing cigar smoke.

Most Aggressive Babies?
<§> Are girl or boy babies 
more aggressive after birth?

A study reported in Psychol­
ogy Today magazine indicates 
that males are. The research­
ers found “significant sex dif­
ferences in three types of 
activity" while observing 29 
newborns. “Male infants were 
awake more often than fe­
males, displayed considerably 
more facial grimacing, and en­
gaged in more low-intensity 
movement," they found.

Charity for Homosexuals
<$> “For the first time in its 
long history," reports Califor­
nia’s San Francisco Chronicle, 
“ the United Way (formerly 
United Crusade, formerly Com­
munity Chest) is funding a 
hom osexual grou p ; $30,000 
[U.S.] to Pacific Center for 
Human Growth in Berkeley." 
No doubt contributors will be 
interested to know how their 
money is being used.

The “Best" Potholes?
<§> A British auto maker is 
building an eight-mile (13- 
kilometer) car-testing track 
near Coventry. Among the 
road hazards being built into 
it are genuine New York city 
potholes! The auto manufac­
turer “has taken plaster casts 
of some of New York’s bigger 
wheel benders," reports The 
Wall Street Journal, “ so they 
can be reproduced" for the 
test track.

Bicycle Comeback 
<§> Bicycle sales, after years 
of lagging behind the auto­
mobile in the industrial na­
tions, are once again out­
stripping car sales. The four 
million new bicycles purchased 
in the Federal Republic of 
Germany last year exceeded 
new car registrations by 1.8 
million. U.S. bicycle sales have 
recently surged ahead of autos 
as well, and those in Britain 
have doubled in recent years.

Am ong the reasons sug­
gested are increased interest 
in exercise and growing ap­
preciation for the environ­
ment, now threatened by in­
dustry and the automobile. 
Medical evidence indicates
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that bicycling is safer than 
jogging for those not fit, and 
people have also found that 
it is a useful—and inexpen­
sive—means of transportation. 
A German government minis­
try recently recommended set­
ting aside over 30 percent of 
that country's highways for 
bikers.

Greeks Marry When Older
<$> Greek sociologist Nikos 
Fasiolas observes that, even 
though the average Greek is 
taller now than in previous 
generations, Greeks continue 
shorter than Europeans in gen­
eral. In the opinion of Mr. Fa­
siolas the reason for this “is 
the mentality of their parents." 
To what was he referring? 
He told a conference o f Greek 
physicians and anthropologists 
that “the mentality prevailing 
in Greece . . .  rules that a man 
cannot marry unless he is 
economically independent"; so
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most Greeks wait until they 
are older to marry and have 
children. The Athens Post ob­
serves that “according to sta­
tistics for 1973 in Greece, the 
average age of persons who 
got married was 38 for men 
and 25 for women. It stands to 
reason, therefore, that 'tired' 
persons of that age cannot 
possibly produce model chil­
dren."

Coconut for Crashes
<$> W hat would make the 
safest crash helmet for vul­
nerable motorcyclists? The co­
conut, say Dutch scientists at 
Holland’s National Center for 
Applied Scientific Research in 
Delft. They claim that coconut 
shells absorb shock “ far better 
than any other existing crash 
helmet," according to the Hol­
land Herald. The researchers 
are trying to simulate coconut 
shells using a foam plastic, 
for use by cyclists.

Australia’s Sun-Power First
<$> "The w orld ’s first Sun- 
powered telecommunications 
system is being built in Aus­
tralia’s desert heart," reports 
Britain's New Scientist maga­
zine. “A solar-powered micro- 
wave radio link will bring 
20th century telecommunica­
tions to such places as Bul- 
locky Bore, Tea Tree, Devil's 
Marbles and 16 Mile Creek." 
The system of 13 sun-powered 
microwave repeater stations 
is designed to carry telephone, 
telegraph and TV signals over 
580 kilometers (360 miles) of 
inhospitable countryside. The 
silicon solar cell units are said 
to provide 132 watts of con­
tinuous power and up to 814 
watts peak power. Batteries 
supply power for nights and 
cloudy days. It is hoped that 
the system will have a long 
life and require little mainte­
nance in this difficult environ­
ment.
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