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WHO would not like to be rich? There 
are many professional counselors who 

would persuade you that if you will listen 
to them, heed their advice, you could be­
come rich, materially rich. But the facts 
belie their claims. There are just too many 
uncertainties—health, education, environ­
ment, natural temperament or endowments 
and unforeseen circumstances—for them 
to assure every one that heeds their advice 
that he, too, can become rich.

Because of the obstacles to be overcome 
by those in pursuit of material riches (and 
the pursuit of such riches is indeed an 
obstacle course!), the results have often 
been very harmful to those striving to be 
rich. Thus, the apostle Paul warns against 
being “determined to be rich.”  And wise 
King Solomon wrote: “ He that is hastening

to gain riches will not remain innocent.” 
—1 Tim. 6:9; Prov. 28:20.

How true that is! Have you not seen it 
proved? Those determined to get rich, or 
who are in a hurry to amass wealth, seldom 
are concerned with remaining innocent, 
and they often come to grief. Thus, for the 
sake of profits, many businessmen will mis­
represent their products or services, oblig­
ing the government to call them to ac­
count and impose large fines on them. 
Politicians accept bribes in their haste to 
get rich. Other persons practice shoplifting 
or other forms of stealing, even robbing 
banks—which crime is becoming ever more 
prevalent—so as to get rich in a hurry. 
According to one of America’s leading 
financial writers “ the magnitude of busi­
ness crime in the U.S. today staggers the 
imagination . . .  an estimated $125 billion 
a year.”  Back in July 1976 a group of 
criminals dug a tunnel to a Paris bank 
vault and got away with loot worth over 
$7,000,000 (U.S.), an all-time high. Did 
that loot bring them happiness? No, it 
brought long prison terms to a number of 
them.

In fact, even when material riches are 
acquired by honest means, seldom do they 
make their possessors happy. With riches 
often come loss of real friends and fear of 
being robbed or kidnapped. Nor do satis­
faction, contentment and happiness depend 
on material riches. And certainly riches 
will not preserve a person’s life, as Jesus 
declared: “Even when a person has an 
abundance his life does not result from the 
things he possesses.”  (Luke 12:15) So, 
truly, the eager pursuit of riches has little 
to recommend it. Either the pursuit of 
them proves futile or their possession 
proves to be vanity, as King Solomon so 
well noted on his amassing great wealth. 
—Eccl. 2:4-11.

There are, however, riches that are with­
in the reach of all. Among such are true
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knowledge and wisdom. These can be ob­
tained by a sincere and enlightened study 
of God’s Word. This takes time and effort, 
but the results are worth it. Becoming 
acquainted with your Creator, learning 
what his rules of conduct are and applying 
them in your life will make you truly rich, 
even as God’s Word shows, in saying: 
“Having it [wisdom] as gain is better 
than having silver as gain and having it as 
produce than gold itself.” Why? Because 
“ length of days is in its right hand” and 
“ its ways are ways of pleasantness, and 
all its roadways are peace. It is a tree of 
life to those taking hold of it, and those 
keeping fast hold of it are to be called 
happy.”—Prov. 3:13-18.

There is yet another form of riches that 
is available to you and that is within your 
reach. That is the riches of doing fine 
works, unselfish deeds. Persons rich in 
material things are ordered, at 1 Timothy 
6:18, to “work at good, to be rich in fine 
works, to be liberal, ready to share.” Jesus 
Christ expressed a similar thought when, 
in his Sermon on the Mount, he recom­
mended laying up treasures in heaven and 
spoke of one’s being rewarded by one’s 
heavenly Father for doing good to others. 
(Matt. 6:3, 4, 20) By such acts of kindness 
or mercy a person becomes rich in content­
ment and in expressions of appreciation 
on the part of others.

For example: There is a certain Chris­
tian woman, who, though regularly work­
ing 40 hours a week, finds time to sew all 
kinds of useful things for elderly persons 
and other deserving individuals. Not con­
tent with that, she has taken the time to 
record the entire Bible on cassette tapes, 
which she lends to an elderly blind fellow 
Christian for her enjoyment. She also 
preaches the good news of God’s kingdom 
from house to house and conducts Bible 
studies with interested persons. Does she 
find contentment, satisfaction and happi­

ness in doing these things? She most cer­
tainly does. This woman is also rich in 
expressions of appreciation received from 
those for whom she does these things.

Then again there was an elderly couple 
who unexpectedly received quite a sum of 
money. It was not enough to make them 
affluent, but they used some of it in a way 
that made them feel rich. How was that? 
They generously shared this unexpected 
blessing with certain needy and deserving 
acquaintances. The very fact that they 
were able to do this to such an extent made 
them feel rich. And, of course, they were 
rich in fine works and therefore rich in 
laying up treasures in heaven.

All of this is related to the way the 
Creator made us. He endowed us with his 
four principal attributes of wisdom, justice, 
power and love. He also gave us a con­
science. That conscience not only serves to 
warn us against doing wrong, and pro­
nounces us guilty if we transgress, but also 
gives us a sense of well-being when we do 
the unselfish, the generous, the merciful, 
the loving thing. This is in keeping with 
the principle stated by Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God: “There is more happiness in 
giving than there is in receiving.” (Acts 
20:35) Also, it is in harmony with what 
King Solomon said about 1,000 years ear­
lier: “The generous man will be enriched; 
And he who waters will himself be wa­
tered.” (Prov. 11:25, The An Amer­
ican Translation) The apostle Paul ex­
pressed a similar thought when he wrote: 
“He that sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully.” (2 Cor. 9:6) He did not mean, 
primarily or necessarily, that the one who 
gives material things may reap like ma­
terial things. Rather, the apostle meant 
that he who gives generously to needy ones 
will reap spiritual riches, favor with God, 
happiness and contentment. Truly, such 
riches are within your reach.
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By “ A w ake !”  correspondent in Canada

THE year was 1960. And the date? Sep­
tember 1. A milestone event was about 

to take place at Montreal, Canada. In its 
suburb of Verdun, Quebec’s first all-French 
district assembly of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
was about to begin.

What was so unusual about the Wit­
nesses’ having an all-French district as­
sembly in Quebec? Well, during the years 
prior to 1960—especially from 1945 and 
1946 on into the 1950’s—there was much 
official opposition to their Christian ac­
tivities. Premier Maurice Duplessis, an 
avowed opposer, had declared “war with­
out mercy against the Witnesses of Jeho­
vah.” And war it was! The battles were 
fought mainly in the courts of the land.

A Look at History
For more than 30 years, Jehovah’s Wit­

nesses in Quebec had struggled for freedom 
to preach the good news of God’s kingdom. 
At first, their numbers were small. For 
example, in 1945, at the peak of the per­
secution, there were only some 300 Wit­
nesses in all Quebec. Most of them were 
centered in Montreal, then Canada’s largest 
city. They made up only 4 percent of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses in Canada, and the ma­

jority were English speaking, even though 
Quebec is predominantly French speaking. 
The opposition was great for just 300 peo­
ple. Many of them were arrested more than 
once on false charges of seditious libel and 
peddling without a license. They were ha­
rassed in many ways. Mob violence, often 
clergy inspired, was common. Thousands 
of cases came to be pending before the 
courts.

By 1960, however, there had been five 
major Canadian Supreme Court decisions 
in favor of the Witnesses, proving the 
charges brought against them to be un­
founded. This turn of events virtually 
cleared the courts of the pending cases. 
With this legal background, one can see 
how it became possible to hold the first 
all-French district assembly in Quebec dur­
ing 1960. Even though some prejudice was 
evident—the five Supreme Court decisions 
could not erase that—the zeal and determi­
nation of the Witnesses were blessed by 
God’s spirit, and the assembly was held. 
There were 3,219 persons at the public talk 
—a tremendous encouragement to the 
Christians there because 1,000 of that num­
ber were persons who were not Witnesses. 
As small as that assembly was, it was a 
milestone.
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From Opposition to Cooperation
But that was 1960. This is 1978. What 

about today? There will be quite a change 
in a number of ways. At the “Victorious 
Faith” International Convention of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses to be held in Montreal on 
July 5 to 9 this year, our expectations are 
to have an attendance of 75,000 people! For 
such a multitude, it will be necessary to 
use the full facilities of Olympic Park, in­
cluding the mammoth Olympic Stadium. 
Of course, the conventioners are not all 
coming from Quebec, as this will be an 
international assembly. But there should 
be quite a contrast with the 1960 gathering. 
This time 3,000 volunteers will work with 
mop and pail to ensure spotless facilities.

How is the news of this convention being 
received by the people of Quebec? Are 
there any public and official prejudices 
or problems with cooperation? The con­
vention manager reflected the feelings of 
his entire staff when he said: “ In all the 
conventions I have managed, I have never 
before experienced such fine cooperation 
from civic officials, from the mayor on 
down. For example, right in the middle of 
Montreal we’re anticipating a 100-acre site 
as a trailer city that could have as many 
as 12,000 people move in overnight—liter­
ally overnight! There is a tremendous 
amount of work to do in setting up facili­
ties for such a project, and, of course, 
there are standards and laws that must be 
met. The city engineers have given us their 
full cooperation in an undertaking that 
neither we in this country, nor they, have 
experienced before in such proportions.”

One Witness, who had been at the 1960 
district assembly, was amazed at the polite­
ness, the cooperation and the interest that 
city and Olympic officials demonstrated. 
“How different it is from the days of 
Duplessis and Church domination,” he said.

The convention manager summed it up 
by saying: “With each day spent in con­

vention preparation, I get the feeling that 
the city really wants us here.” You can also 
be sure that every one of the 110 French 
and 32 English Witness congregations in 
Quebec wants the convention there too. 
So do the six Italian congregations, as well 
as the Greek, Spanish and Portuguese con­
gregations functioning in Montreal.

Jehovah’s Witnesses in Quebec certainly 
have grown over the years. Instead of 
having just 4 percent of the total number 
of Witnesses in Canada, Quebec now has 
15 percent. There the increase in numbers 
has been 200 percent faster than in the 
rest of the country. The Witnesses in this 
province are a dedicated and hardworking 
group. This is also reflected in the fact 
that in Quebec one out of every 11 Wit­
nesses is a full-time pioneer in the evan­
gelizing work.

Olympic Park and the Contest of Faith
The excellent facilities at Olympic Park 

undoubtedly will contribute to the success 
of the convention. The stadium itself seats 
about 70,000 people and will house the 
English sessions. All the Witnesses in east­
ern Canada and portions of the northeast­
ern United States have been invited. Re­
quests for rooming accommodations at the 
assembly headquarters reveal that hun­
dreds also are coming from other parts of 
the world. The French attendance, how­
ever, will come primarily from Quebec it­
self. Yet, there are indications that French- 
speaking delegates will be coming from 
quite a number of lands, such as France, 
Guadeloupe and Martinique. The French 
sessions will be held in the air-conditioned 
Velodrome, another major facility of 
Olympic Park. About 12,000 Witnesses are 
expected for the French sessions. Surely 
that would have warmed the hearts of 
those few Witnesses in Quebec back in 
1945, had they been able to see what the 
future would bring.
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Olympic Park was built especially to 
house the 1976 Olympic Games held in 
Montreal. At that time, the Olympic flame 
burned there to signify that the games 
were in session. The athletes contended 
for the honor of their sport and in the 
hope of furthering unity and understanding 
among nations, one of the objectives of the 
games. To a degree, there has been a 
beneficial result. But it is obvious that 
there is still much more to be desired in 
the way of unity. One person was heard 
to remark: “This business of some nations 
not sending their athletes because some 
other nation has theirs there—it’s like 
some of the kids that play in the park next 
to my home. I heard one of them say about 
another, ‘If Tie's going to play, then I’m 
going home.’ ” Yes, in connection with the 
Olympic Games there is such bickering 
among nations. Although it would be un­
fair to question the sincerity and integrity 
of all the athletes participating, one can 
conclude that international unity is ad­
vanced very little by the games, when 
compared with the great needs that yet 
exist.

By contrast, in July of 1978 Olympic 
Park will be free from any bickering of 
national groups. Delegates to the “Vic­
torious Faith” International Convention 
will also have a flame, a fire, but of a dif­
ferent kind. It is like the fire in the bones 
of Jehovah’s prophet Jeremiah, who could 
not hold back from giving out his message 
from God. (Jer. 20:9) Similar zeal had 
kept the Witnesses active in Quebec during 
earlier times of trial. And it is this same 
zeal and devotion that will bring thousands 
of them together in Montreal. They, too, 
are in a contest. (2 Tim. 2:5) It is the 
contest of faith. The apostle Paul com­
pared it to running a race for the prize of 
eternal life. (1 Cor. 9:24-26) An assembly

such as this provides the training, stimula­
tion and motivation that stoke the fires of 
faith. It furnishes spiritual instruction that 
truly unites national groups.—1 Cor. 1:10.

Unity Through Faith
Today in Quebec, there is a prominent 

issue involving national unity. It is hotly 
debated. But over the years, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, French and English, have stood 
united, side by side. They have resisted 
unwarranted attacks and have continued 
to love their neighbors and even their 
enemies. They have shown that faith can 
overcome man-made barriers to unity. 
Their unity will be in evidence during the 
forthcoming international convention, at 
which there will be sessions in French, 
English, Italian, Greek, Spanish, Por­
tuguese, Korean, Ukrainian and Arabic. 
Why not attend and observe the unity that 
prevails?

Montreal is a large city with a population 
of about 3,000,000. The people are friendly 
and want you to feel at home. Especially 
are the 55 congregations of Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses in the Montreal area eager to have 
you present. They have already spent many 
hours obtaining rooms in hotels, motels 
and private homes so that the convention 
delegates will have suitable accommoda­
tions. Olympic Park is right in Montreal 
and there is easy access to it by subway.

If you wish to spend a little time touring 
Montreal before or after the assembly, you 
will not be disappointed. The city is rich 
in history and has some interesting sites, 
excellent eating places and fine shopping 
centers.

Come to the “Victorious Faith” Inter­
national Convention in Montreal and you 
will be glad you did. Witness and share in 
this example of international unity through 
faith.
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LIFE AND SURVIVAL 
IN BRAZIL’S CACTUS DRYLANDS

By “Awake!” correspondent in Brazil

LOOK at that dark patch on the map, 
an area of some 1,500,000 square kilo­

meters (579,150 square miles). It is Brazil’s 
northeast, notorious for scorching heat, 
periodic droughts and an unusual way of 
life. Why, mere survival there in the dry 
season takes on a note of drama!

But come closer. Bathed by the Atlantic 
Ocean in the north and east, this region’s 
beautiful, palm-fringed beaches, under a 
deep-blue sky and burning sun almost all 
the year around, suggest the descriptive 
name Costa do Sol (Sunny Coast). It is 
also on the coast that most of the popula­
tion lives. The general features of these 
people betray indigenous origins, a cross 
between white man and Indian. They are 
hospitable, skillful and imaginative. But 
leaving the coast behind, let us explore the 
hinterland.

“ Caatingas”—Drought-plagued
Cactus Drylands 

As we travel inland, there is a gradual 
change in vegetation. Trees become sparser 

8

and look more stunted. Suddenly, we enter 
a caatinga (meaning “white forest,”  that 
is, thin forest). This is the name that the 
indigenous people have given to the typical 
terrain, where the dry season hits hardest 
and lasts longest. These caatingas are not 
a continuous dryland region, but are smelli­
er or larger upland areas scattered over the 
northeast. It is here that droughts en­
danger life.

At first, you would not think so as you 
identify the flora, especially in the rainy 
season when the land is green and luxu­
riant. The mandacaru cactus ( jama-
caru) , with several thorny stems joined at 
the ground, dominates the skyline. It 
reaches a height of three meters (9 feet). 
Xique-xique cactus ( Pgounellei) 
is similar, only smaller, and is sometimes 
candelabra-like in appearance. There is 
the spiny mesquite, a tree with tiny leaves 
that form an impenetrable parasol, allow­
ing vegetation to grow in its humid shade. 
The jujube tree spreads a large evergreen
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crown at a height of 10 to 15 meters (33 
to 49 feet"). The most common is the drum­
stick tree (Cassia fistula), named for the 
shape of its seedpods. In the spring, large 
yellow flowers add a riot of color and per­
fume to its dense foliage. Then there are 
flowering mimosa and brauna trees. The 
pau-branco ( Auxemmaglazioviana, order 

of Polemoniales) seems like a huge bride’s 
veil with its perfumed white flowers that 
attract swarms of wild bees.

The oil-fruit-bearing oiticica tree stands 
firm with a roundish crown some 15 meters 
(49 feet) in circumference. The tropical 
roble, or umbu-rana, with pink flowers, and 
the ever-present carnauba palm, are dotted 
about in a mesh of shrubs and thorny 
bushes. There are also croton, quince and 
pepper trees, bromeliads with spiny leaves 
and flowers in dense spikes. All these plants 
have one thing in common: They are hardy, 
colorful in the rainy season, and they can 
withstand any drought for months on end. 
They may lose all their leaves and appear 
dead, but as soon as the rainy season 
starts, they spring to life with an outburst 
of tropical colors.

Trees and shrubs are by no means the 
only living things. An assortment of wild 
animals adds life and variety. The sly fox 
and the stealthy jaguar are here. A two- 
meter-long (6.5-foot-long) lizard, the teju, 
as well as armadillos, opossums and the 
rock cavy can be seen. High above circles 
the much-feared caracara hawk, and near 
the earth wild pigeons abound.

But what means of living could exist in 
such a seasonally inhospitable land? Cattle 
raising. Yes, large cattle ranches make the 
most of the seasonal pasture grounds. How­
ever, the rains that fall from January to 
March are not sufficient to develop good 
grasslands. They merely encourage the 
growth of cactuses and brushy vegetation, 
which is soon eaten up, partly by the hun­
gry cattle and partly by the merciless sun.

Surviving the Dry Season 
As early as May or June, the pasture in 

the caatinga already is scarce. The cattle 
raiser is beginning to face difficulties. Un­
ruffled by the age-old problem, and unable 
to feed his animals, he is forced to “ close 
the gate on them.” What does this mean? 
It means that the corral is closed, the cattle 
being sent off to fend for themselves.

Virtually abandoned, the animals take 
a beating in their fight for survival. To 
begin with, they chew on the lower branch­
es. Then they attack the bark of small 
trees and, finally, there is almost nothing 
to relieve their hunger. Slowly, under a 
flaming sun, at once beautiful and terrible, 
the leaves disappear, the birds migrate, 
barely subsist or else die. The small sea­
sonal rivers and rivulets dry up. All vege­
tation turns an ugly gray. Bared to sight 
is a wilderness of thorny branches. These 
shrubs and trees, like roots turned up, 
averaging three meters (9 feet) in height, 
present an almost impenetrable tangled 
mass. As far as the eye can see, there is 
the same disheartening picture. The ani­
mals lose weight rapidly. Searching for 
water, they find it only in tiny, shallow 
pools remaining from the last rainfall and 
shielded by the thicket.

The Vaqueiro—Ready Helper in Need
The vaqueiro (the herdsman or cowboy) 

is placid, taciturn, of slight build and a 
little bent. His eyes have a languid ex­
pression, seemingly reflecting no ambition. 
With the oncoming drought, he prepares 
himself for the toughest part of his assign­
ment. From now on he will wear his 
strange-looking clothes. A leather jacket 
hangs on his bony shoulders. A breast pro­
tection, often made of jaguar skin, reaches 
from neck to belt. Tough leather leggings 
protect his legs. Rough, sandallike footwear 
covers his feet. Thick leather mittens and
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a corneal leather hat with turned-up rim, 
complete his outfit.

Only when dressed like this is the va- 
queiro able to venture into the scrubby 
caatinga. He searches for the sick animals, 
the wounded or starving, those unable to 
walk. Like a shepherd, he brings them 
temporarily to the corral. As a last resort, 
the animals receive a ration of branches 
from a nearby mesquite. Or they may chew 
on some sour mandacaru or xique-xique, 
cactuses rich in water. The cowboy has to 
singe these first to burn away the thorns. 
In extreme cases of drought, he has been 
known to share in this frugal diet.

Bringing in the Cattle
From about December the rainy season 

returns and with it a welcome relief from 
the specter of drought. There is a mar­
velous reawakening of ground and trees. 
Now is the time for the older animals to 
be caught in the budding brushwood and 
to be brought to the ranch. Some will be 
ready for the slaughterhouse. Others will 
be left to roam wild for another year or so.

Dressed in his leather armor, which 
makes him look more like a medieval 
knight than a cowboy, the vaqueiro picks 
his way on horseback, alert and attentive. 
From previous experience he knows that 
most of the animals will have survived. No 
doubt this is partly due to the sturdy In­
dian crossbreed, locally called “rough- 
bred.”

Catching an animal is really a spectacle. 
Look! There is a bull. Yes, the horse has 
spotted it too. The cowboy knows what 
his trained mount will do next and pre­
pares himself by tucking his head into the 
horse’s mane. Then the mad race is on!

Accustomed to its wild state, the bull 
will not surrender easily. The horse follows 
right on its trail, going deeper into the 
bushland, indifferent to the rider, who

presses himself tightly against his mount 
and tries to avoid the flood of branches 
whipping his leather armor. The horse has 
but one obsession: Catch that bull!

There appears a patch of open land—the 
chance to catch the fleeing animal! In a 
sudden burst of speed, the cowboy and his 
horse are side by side with the runaway. 
His right foot in the stirrup, with one hand 
holding his horse’s mane, the cowboy leans 
to the right and grabs the bull’s tail. A 
well-calculated and rapid jerk to the side 
and the bull stumbles, falling to the ground 
with a thud.

As the bull goes down, the cowboy jumps 
on top of it. Turning the bull’s head to the 
side, he digs its horns into the ground. 
Inexplicably, this move tells the bovine 
that the battle is lost. There is no further 
resistance. From his bag, the cowboy pulls 
out a leather mask to blindfold the animal, 
as well as fetters (a pair of small hollowed- 
out pieces of wood) into which to fit the 
animal’s forefeet. Thus blindfolded and 
bound, the bull will remain motionless un­
til driven to the home corral.

Now the cowboy again reaches into his 
bag, takes out a piece of brown block sugar. 
Eating this, he satisfies his hunger and 
thirst, while keeping an eye on the 
caatinga. The vaqueiro will stay in the 
shrubland until he has brought together a 
herd of cattle. Only then will he return to 
his simple, thatched hut and to his family.

Rodeo and Folksingers
At the end of the rainy season, the 

typical northeastern rodeo takes place. Al­
though of Spanish origin, it has acquired 
a local flavor. It is the festival that re­
produces the vaqueiro’s work, but with 
merrymaking and the public’s applause.

From all parts of the region, many 
herdsmen arrive on their mounts. With 
polished saddles, clean harnesses and 
brushed leather jackets, they repeat the
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feats normally performed only in the wil­
derness.

With the cowboys come the “singers,” 
witty versemakers of the backwoods who 
accompany themselves on the guitar. They 
share the people’s gaiety and are a popular 
attraction at the fairs and rodeos. And 
there is also the feuilletonist, a novelist of 
the backwoods, praising his latest work, 
written in backwoods language and telling 
a score of impossible stories. For a while, 
all have forgotten the harshness of their 
land.

The Cowboy and Religion
Although the region’s prevailing form 

of worship is Roman Catholicism, in prac­
tice the popular religion is a mixture of 
mysticism and superstition. Do you see the 
strange figure on the road, the one dressed 
in penitent’s garb, a type of coarse religious 
habit? He is a common sight in these parts. 
Although he is dressed like a monk, his 
vows are only temporary. Often a man can 
be seen carrying a heavy cross on his way 
to a church several kilometers away. Or, 
he may walk as a pilgrim chanting reli­
gious hymns and prayers. Some simulate 
the act of “crucifying” by having them­
selves bound to a large wooden cross in 
front of a church or chapel.

Once a year, hundreds of cowboys meet 
to celebrate the “ singing Mass of the cow­
boy,” in memory of a murdered colleague. 
In front of an improvised field altar, they 
listen first to a cowboy-priest. Then, on 
horseback, they file past the altar to de­
posit their offerings. For Communion, they 
all sit on the ground sharing their usual 
food: dried meat, block sugar and manioc 
flour.

Opening Up Wells o f Spiritual Waters
Life has not been easy for the people in 

Brazil’s drought-stricken northeast. Slowly, 
however, the economic image of the back­

woods is changing. In the towns, working 
conditions are on the upgrade. Hundreds of 
rainwater reservoirs have been built in 
recent years, the one at Oros having a 
capacity of over two billion cubic meters 
(2.6 billion cubic yards). A dam in the 
Sao Francisco River created a lake of 
34 billion cubic meters (44.5 billion cubic 
yards).

More important still, the Word of God 
is making great strides in the region. Even 
in the areas most affected by the periodic 
droughts, abundant spiritual waters of di­
vine truth are bubbling forth to quench 
the thirst for knowledge of God. Many of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses have been successful 
in reaching outlying townships and isolated 
farms with the comforting good news of 
God’s kingdom.—Matt. 24:14; Rev. 22:17.

In spite of illiteracy and superstition, 
many are those wanting to quench their 
spiritual thirst. Several Christian congre­
gations are busily telling others that the 
time is near when literal “ springs of water” 
will gush forth in the desert. (Isa. 35:6, 7) 
Then the fascinating but afflicted caatingas 
of Brazil’s northeast will become a beauti­
ful part of an earth-wide paradise, without 
the struggle for survival.

In Future Issues
■ Traffic Laws of the Planets

—Who Made Them?

■ The Fight Against
Breast Cancer

*  The Riddle of the Rocks 
— Bushman Paintings
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HE January morning dawned cold and 
sunny on the Burin Peninsula of 
Newfoundland. An overnight shower

____ I of freezing rain had left the highway
covered with a treacherous blanket of 
shimmering ice. But by 10 a.m. the sun’s 
rays had melted the ice, leaving seemingly 
ideal driving conditions. Unknown to the 
northbound salesman hurrying home and 
the southbound family heading for town, 
the road remained very slippery where the 
shade from the roadside cliff covered the 
highway. On that short stretch of icy road, 
the salesman’s car skidded out of control, 
colliding with the family car and careen­
ing over a nearby cliff. By 11 a.m. a young 
wife and mother of four lay dying in the 
hospital, while the seriously injured sales­
man waited in agony for an ambulance.

By “Awake!" correspondent 
in Newfoundland

All had neglected to fasten their 
seat belts.

While details vary, the sad 
story is repeated thousands of 
times each year on the world’s 
highways, as tens of thousands 
of people are killed or injured in 
automobile accidents. In 1976, 
about 47,000 people died on the 
highways of the United States. 
Many more have met death in 
other countries. Despite con­
certed efforts in recent years to 
improve the safety of automobile 
travel—padded dashboards, col­
lapsible steering columns, rein­

forced body frames, lowered speed limits 
and better police surveillance—the fact re­
mains that each time a person travels in an 
automobile, he faces the very real risk of 
injury or death. Of great concern to all who 
value life is the question: What can be 
done to reduce the risk of serious injury 
or death in an automobile accident?

One simple, yet practical suggestion is: 
Fasten your seat belts.

How Seat Belts Work to Protect You 
A person’s understanding what happens 

in an automobile collision may help him to 
appreciate the value of seat belts. When, 
for example, a car collides with a solid 
barrier at 30 miles (48 kilometers) per 
hour, actually there are two collisions: 
(1) The car’s collision, in which the auto­
mobile hits the barrier, buckles and then

is AWAKE! — JUNE 8, 1978



comes to a stop in about one tenth of a 
second, and (2) the “human collision,” in 
which a person’s body is hurled with crush­
ing impact against some part of the car’s 
interior. During the one tenth of a second 
in which the car is coming to a standstill, 
a person’s body continues to move at a 
speed of 30 miles per hour. Hence, when 
the body strikes glass or metal, serious in­
jury or death usually results because the 
body absorbs most of the impact.

Likewise, in a 30-mile-per-hour crash, 
the car’s front end yields perhaps two feet 
(.6 meter) on impact as it is crushed and 
bent. However, when a person collides with 
the dashboard or windshield, he usually 
stops over a much shorter distance, per­
haps one to two inches (2.5 to 5 centi­
meters). This difference in stopping dis­
tance means that an individual will stop 
much more abruptly than the automobile. 
So, to allow the body to come to a more 
gradual stop, thus greatly reducing impact 
forces on it, all the car’s stopping distance 
must be utilized. This is accomplished by 
the seat belt. By holding the individual in 
his seat, the belt makes him a part of the 
car. The effect of a seat belt can be under­
stood by comparing the results from falling 
on soft ground with those from falling the 
same distance on concrete. The soft ground 
yields, perhaps a couple of inches, pro­
viding a greater stopping distance and re­
ducing the force of the impact. The un­
yielding concrete stops a person much more 
abruptly, resulting in greater impact and, 
therefore, greater injury. Like the soft 
ground that yields, the seat belt gives a 
person an additional 2 feet (.6 meter) in 
which to stop. The force of the impact, now 
considerably reduced, is borne by the hips 
and shoulders, and these parts of the body 
can best withstand the force.

Do Seat Belts Really Work?
In recent years, extensive laboratory re­

search and on-the-scene accident investiga­

tions have been carried out by scientists 
interested in determining the value and 
limitations of seat belts. For example, in a 
1966 report, N. I. Bohlin states that ex­
periments with specially instrumented 
dummies and human volunteers in simu­
lated crashes established beyond question 
the value of seat belts in significantly re­
ducing the risk of injury and death. Data 
supporting this conclusion was gathered 
from instrument records and slow-motion 
film of remote-controlled crashes.

Of course, laboratory experiments can­
not simulate the more complex real col­
lisions. Therefore, on-the-scene studies 
have been undertaken by teams of engi­
neers and doctors. What have they con­
cluded? According to the booklet The Hu­
man Collision (published by the Ontario, 
Canada, Ministry of Transportation and 
Communications), about half or more of 
the deaths and serious injuries could have 
been avoided in the accidents if lap-and- 
shoulder belts had been worn. Additionally, 
statistics have been compiled by author­
ities in countries where mandatory seat- 
belt legislation has been enacted. For 
instance, the Ontario Ministry of Trans­
portation reports that during 1976, in On­
tario, there were accidents involving 61,221 
unbelted drivers, of whom 355 were killed. 
Belted drivers, however, were involved in 
269,772 accidents, with 153 fatalities. Thus 
it was concluded that ‘a belted driver’s sur­
vival chances in a collision are ten times 
higher than an unbelted driver’s.’

Similarly, a widely publicized report 
from Sweden in the mid-1960’s concluded, 
from a study of 28,000 records involving 
all kinds of accidents, that belted people 
received about half as many injuries as un­
belted persons at all speeds. Remarkably, 
at speeds of up to 60 miles (96 kilometers) 
per hour, no one wearing a seat belt was 
killed. Yet, unbelted people were killed in 
collisions at speeds of less than 20 miles 
(32 kilometer's) per hour.
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But some ask: What if my car goes into 
the water, or catches on fire? Such fears 
discourage many people from wearing seat 
belts. However, the facts show that the 
chance of being trapped in a submerged 
car, or in a burning automobile, are very 
rare compared with the possibility of a 
head-on collision. Even if a person should 
become involved in one of these rare ac­
cidents, the seat belt still reduces the risk 
of injury causing unconsciousness. Ob­
viously, a person cannot escape from a 
sinking or burning car if he is lying on the 
floor with a fractured skull.

Protect Your Children
Some may feel that a small child can be 

protected in a car accident by being held 
securely in the arms of an adult. However, 
a child weighing 30 pounds (14 kilograms), 
when thrown in a 30-mile-per-hour impact, 
exerts a force of 1,000 pounds (455 kilo­
grams). Who is strong enough to restrain 
that immense weight?

If a child is over five years old, or weighs 
more than 50 pounds (23 kilograms), he 
can wear a regular lap belt. Placing the 
child on a firm cushion or pillow may make 
the lap belt fit more snugly over the child’s 
hips. This will also put the child in a raised 
position, enabling him to see better, thus 
reducing boredom and irritability. It is 
recommended that children under five or 
weighing less than 50 pounds be placed in 
specially designed, safety-approved seats, 
which now are widely available.

“But my child is so restless,” some may 
argue. At first this may be a problem, but 
patience and firmness will soon get the

young one accustomed to his own seat. One 
couple with a child of four reports that the 
youngster, though objecting at first, now 
protests loudly when he is not belted se­
curely in the seat.

Achieving Maximum Protection
for You and Your Passengers

The first step in securing protection is 
always to fasten seat belts. Many fatal ac­
cidents occur at low speeds, near home, 
and under ideal driving conditions. For 
maximum protection with a seat belt, 
be sure that it is snugly adjusted over 
the hips, that the shoulder harness has 
no more than two inches (5 centimeters) 
of slack, and that the belts are not twist­
ed. Secondly, encourage all passengers to 
fasten their seat belts for their protec­
tion and yours. The driver’s belt is of lit­
tle benefit if an unbelted passenger be­
comes a missile inside his car, being hurled 
against him with a force of several thou­
sand pounds.

The life we have is a precious gift. It is 
much too valuable to be treated carelessly. 
Appreciating its value should move us to 
take the necessary precautions to prevent 
injury to or the death of ourselves and 
others. Some common-sense steps will re­
duce the risk of death or injury while we 
are traveling. We should drive carefully 
and defensively, avoid combining drinking 
with driving, stay within the speed limits 
and keep the automobile in good condition. 
And a most vital precaution that requires 
little effort and only a few seconds is: 
FASTEN YOUR SEAT BELT!
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Research Biologist 
Now Researches the Bible

MY WIFE and I had been in professional 
training as research biologists for a little 
over six years. I had received extensive evo­
lutionary training during my undergraduate 
days. Additionally, I worked as an assistant 
curator of reptiles in a taxonomic museum and 
was in contact with what were considered 
some of the “ finest minds” in the fields of 
evolution and taxonomy. As a result of my 
training, I had no confidence in the existence 
of God. I felt that if he did exist, he wasn’t 
worth much.

During my last quarter as an undergraduate, 
I took a course in Systematics and Evolution. 
It was a very involved course concerning 
mechanisms of evolution, missing links, taxo­
nomic structure, and so forth. Our instructor 
was a Harvard-trained scientist, with whom I 
worked closely in the museum. On the last 
day of our class, he made a startling state­
ment, that evolution was not really sound 
science, and he proceeded to tell us why it 
wasn’t. What he said started me thinking.

After graduation, my wife and I went on to 
graduate school to work on our master’s de­
grees. I never forgot my surprise over that 
instructor’s statement; so I started seriously 
investigating the structure of science. As I 
progressed, I became increasingly aware of 
evolution’s almost complete lack of foundation.

During this same time, I began going to 
churches o f Christendom with questions about 
the existence of God and his personality. The 
answers I received were unsatisfying, that this 
was a mystery and that I shouldn’t worry 
about it. Although I had become interested in 
the Bible, I soon discovered that Christendom 
had nothing to offer me, and so I decided not 
to become involved. I then started looking into 
Eastern religions, but found the same empti­
ness.

By this time, we were at a real turning point 
in our lives. My wife was pregnant with our 
first child. I was due to finish my M.S. degree 
about the time the baby was expected, and I

couldn’t find employment anywhere. I was 
convinced that all man’s conflicting philosophies 
and religion added up to a big fat zero. So I 
decided to follow our family tradition and 
volunteered for the Marine Corps.

One night, just to assure myself that I was 
right, I silently offered a “prayer.” It went 
something like this: “All right, you up there, 
if there’s anyone there, if there’s any truth or 
reason for me to keep looking, I want to know 
about it, or else I’ll never bother again.”

I’d never spoken to one of Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses before, nor even “ seen a live one” for 
that matter. However, the next morning at 
9 a.m., two ladies were at my door, offering the 
book The Truth That Leads to Eternal Life 
and a free home Bible study. I was stunned, 
but accepted their offer to have a teacher call 
back in a day or two to study.

Between that initial call and the first study, 
I “devoured” the Truth book. When the man 
came for the first study, I fired some questions 
at him and was amazed at his ability to 
answer every question from the Bible. By the 
third study, I had decided to become one o f 
Jehovah’s Witnesses; it took my wife until 
the fifth study. Even though we had made our 
decision, we had much to learn. So we started 
attending meetings, continued asking ques­
tions, and read all the Witness literature on 
which we could get our hands.

However, there was that other problem de­
veloping. I had volunteered for the Marine 
Corps and was committed. Prayer was again 
the only channel, and we took to it freely, and 
more respectfully too.

In a period of a few days, I received a phone 
call. The Vietnam War was winding down, 
and the Marine Corps had decided not to take 
me.

Our baby came a month later. I  went to 
work as a welder on the night shift. My wife 
and I were baptized together in symbol of our 
dedication and we are continuing joyfully to 
serve Jehovah, the greatest Scientist o f all.
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The World’s Major 
Sports Event
Is it baseball's World Series?
American football's Super Bowl?
Or has it become professional 
basketball's play-off series?

THE above are the team sports events 
that probably come to mind, if you 

are a North American. Yet, outside the 
United States—except in a few places— 
comparatively little is heard of these 
events. With soccer (known throughout 
most of the world as football) it is dif­
ferent.

The German magazine Spiegel said 
of the 1974 world soccer championship: 
“At least one billion persons—from San­
tiago to Sofia, from Helsinki to Hobart— 
are expected to be in front of their tele­
vision screens for the final game.”

One billion persons! That is a quarter 
of the world’s population—nearly five 
times the population of the United States! 
As Der Spiegel observed: “That is more 
than ever bowed their heads in the direc­
tion of Mecca at prayer time. And all the 
Christian churches put together have never 
been able to gather that many believers 
to their altars at one time, not even at 
Christmas.”

Yes, soccer is by far the world’s favorite 
sport. Up to 200,000 and more persons have 
attended a single game. “There is scarcely 
a subject in this country that people feel 
so strongly about,” notes Germany’s Frank­
furter Allgemeine Zeitung. And now soccer

fever is again rising rapidly, since the 
world soccer championship is on the line.

World Cup 1978
The attention of hundreds of millions of 

soccer fans is now focused on Argentina. 
There, during this month of June, 38 
games are being played to decide who will 
win the World Cup, symbol of international 
soccer supremacy. Every four years the 
World Cup games are held, with a different 
country hosting them each time.

The Federation Internationale de Foot­
ball Association (FIFA), the governing 
body of soccer, is the sponsor of the World 
Cup. More than 140 nations are FIFA 
members. The World Cup games were first 
held in 1930, and they have since become 
the world’s most popular sports event, with 
the possible exception of the Olympic 
Games.

This is how the 16 teams reach the 
World Cup finals: Countries that belong 
to FIFA pick an all-star team from their 
nation’s best players. These men train to­
gether as a unit, and they play regional 
elimination rounds. During the past two 
years, for example, a series of 248 quali­
fication games between 95 countries nar­
rowed the field down to the 16 teams now 
in Argentina.
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Host country Argentina has provided 
over $400,000,000 to help finance the World 
Cup. From a business standpoint it may 
be money well spent, judging from the 
great worldwide interest. Tens of thou­
sands of fans from outside Argentina are 
expected to attend the games.

Soccer Fever Grows
For many months now radio stations in 

the Federal Republic of Germany have 
been reminding: ‘It is just 100 [or another 
number of] days to the World Cup.’ Busi­
nesses have been offering customers who 
purchase their merchandise an opportunity 
to win an all-expense-paid trip to Argen­
tina for the games. About 150 fans from 
Scotland are making the trip in an unusual 
way—by submarine.

The vast majority of fans, of course, will 
be watching the games on television. Ger­
man TV, for instance, will show two or 
three games live on each of the 12 days of 
play. Other games will receive delayed 
coverage. During the 1974 World Cup, 
there were some 92 hours of soccer on 
German TV!

During the games in 1974, factories 
closed. Religious organizations adjusted 
meeting times so as not to conflict with 
the games. In Rio de Janeiro, criminal 
activities in the city reportedly hit 
an all-time low. In Zaire, bus drivers 
abandoned their vehicles as their na­
tion’s team took the field. In Rome, 
negotiations to restore the dying gov­
ernment were disrupted when leaders 
walked out to watch the games.

The games seemingly take on a 
religious significance to many. The 
New York Times Magazine observes: 
“Football (that is to say, soccer) has 
become in the postwar European era 
a kind of new mass religion, with 
millions praying for salvation in the 
sports stadia and tens of millions

faithfully following the services on color 
television.”

But just as religious fanaticism has been 
dangerous, even deadly, so has soccer fa­
naticism. It has not only hindered many 
from developing wholesome spiritual inter­
ests and qualities; it has also led to riots, 
killings and even war.

Only a Game, or What?
Soccer often fans the flames of national­

ism, with frightening results. Consider 
what happened during a contest in Lima, 
Peru, in 1964.

Some 50,000 fans packed the stadium. 
Late in the game, Argentina was leading 
one to zero when Peru knocked in a goal. 
However, the referee noted a foul, which 
disqualified the tying goal. The angered, 
disappointed fans rioted; 328 people were 
killed and over 1,000 were injured. “A 
heavy iron door to the locker room prob­
ably saved the lives of the referee and 
players,” noted the New York Times.

How important is winning and losing in 
soccer? When considering what also hap­
pened between Honduras and El Salvador, 
it makes one wonder. In June 1969 the two 
countries played a series of games to deter­
mine which team would qualify for the 
1970 World Cup. Tensions and hostilities

Contenders for
the 1978 World Cup

West Germany Austria
Brazil j S M j Scotland
Italy Netherlands
France Peru
Hungary iflu Argentina
Poland ||j| Iran
Spain Tunisia
Sweden t f ^ p l Mexico
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fanned by the games were a factor in the 
outbreak of war. The Americana Annual 
for 1970, under the heading “The ‘Soccer 
War,’ ”  notes that more than 2,000 soldiers 
and civilians were killed.

True, these are extreme examples, but 
soccer violence is by no means rare. In 
Britain, according to one report, one in 
four male fans has been involved in vio­
lence. Also, 100 fans a week there reported­
ly land in jail for soccer hooliganism.

The 1975 Britannica Book of the Year 
acknowledged the “unhappy saga of vio­
lence on and off the field,” and said: 
“Trenches, moats, barricades, and other 
constraining impedimenta were employed.” 
But despite such measures, violence re­
mains a feature of many soccer games.

Yet the problem is not only with soccer. 
“ If attitudes don’t change,” warns the team 
physician of an American professional 
basketball team, “we’re going to have to 
do what they do in South America; put up 
a fence and a moat to keep the fans away 
from players.”

What is responsible for such problems 
with sports? Is there, for example, some­
thing fundamentally wrong with soccer 
that causes these terrible consequences?

An Appealing Sport
From simply watching soccer, it is in­

comprehensible how the sport itself could 
be the source of such troubles. Basically, 
soccer is an uncomplicated, wholesome 
game. There are 11 players on each team, 
as there are in American football, and the 
playing field is approximately the same 
size. At each end of the field is a goal, 
which is a 24-foot- (7-meter-) wide, eight- 
foot- (2.4-meter-) high cage with netting 
to catch the ball. The objective is to propel 
the round ball past the defending goal­
keeper into the cage for a goal. The team

with the most goals after 90 minutes of 
play wins.

The goalkeeper is the only player who 
may use his hands. The 10 other players 
on each team may only kick the ball with 
their feet or hit it with their heads or 
bodies when the ball is in play. The ability 
of skilled players to dribble the ball, pass 
it with accuracy, and propel it in for a 
goal without the use of their hands is re­
markable. Chest-high passes are brought 
by foot obediently to the ground and then 
dribbled along as if tied by a string to the 
feet. And an over-the-head pass may be 
driven home for a goal by the powerful 
head thrust of a leaping player.

What many like about soccer is that it 
is not as dangerous to play as are some 
other sports. “Soccer is more finesse and 
endurance,” observed one father who is 
happy that his boys chose to play soccer 
rather than American football. Of course, 
there is a certain degree of danger of being 
hurt when playing soccer, even as there is, 
for example, in playing basketball. This is 
especially true when the game is played 
with undue intensity to win at all costs. 
So use good judgment when playing.

Another advantage of soccer is that per­
sons of average size can excel. Pele, for 
example, who is considered the greatest 
player of all time, is only 5 feet 9 inches 
(175 centimeters) tall and weighs 165 
pounds (75 kilograms). In addition, hardly 
any equipment, besides the ball, is re­
quired to play soccer. So, the expense is 
minimal.

Soccer is at last becoming popular in the 
United States. Last August 14 a sellout 
crowd of 77,691 packed New Jersey’s 
Giants Stadium in the Meadowlands for a 
game. A  major factor in this upsurge of 
popularity are the many famous players 
who have come to the United States, being 
lured by huge salaries. The New York
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Cosmos, for example, paid Brazil’s Pele 
$4.75 million to play for three years, and 
Franz Beckenbauer, who led Germany to 
the world championship in 1974, $3 million 
for four years. But what promises to make 
soccer a permanent major sport in the 
U.S. is the fact that it is catching on at

DO YOU watch soccer or other sports 
on television? Will you be watching 

the World Cup games? To what lengths 
will you go to see them? How important 
to you is their outcome?

To many, whether their team wins mat­
ters above practically everything else. 
Rivalries between countries can be un­
believably intense, resulting in strong feel­
ings of nationalism. “For many,” noted 
the New York Times, “soccer is a symbolic 
form of war.”  To illustrate, the newspaper 
described the results of the game that 
gave Peru a berth in the 1970 World Cup 
finals, saying:

“As the game ended, most of Lima's 
population poured into the streets. A rag­
gedly dressed boy rushed out of a door­
way near the San Francisco Church, threw 
his arms around a huge black dog, and 
screamed: 'What happiness! What a beau­
tiful day for Perul We've won, Pepito! 
We've won!'

“ Lima was in the grip of columns of 
wildly decorated automobiles and chant­
ing and dancing crowds all night. Several 
thousand people marched to the home of 
President Velasco, who climbed out on the 
roof and waved a large flag. The Presi­

the “grass roots”  level. Some 5,000 high 
schools and 700 colleges now have teams.

Perhaps you are among the hundreds of 
millions who either play soccer, attend 
the games, or watch them on TV. Are you 
affected beneficially? How can you avoid 
adverse effects?

dent, his voice hoarse with emotion, joined 
in the chanting. In one impromptu speech, 
he told the crowd that bad management 
under previous administrations had resulted 
in unsuccessful soccer teams."
The foregoing is typical of the intense 

feelings of many sports fans. Victory 
raises them to the heights of ecstasy, but 
defeat may bring them to the depths of 
despair. This can lead to terrible conse­
quences, as we noted in the previous arti­
cle. Are you ever affected by a spirit of 
competition? When a team you favor 
plays, do you become emotionally involved, 
perhaps even challenging: ‘We’ll show 
them now who’s best’ ?

The Bible gives wise guidance relative 
to this. If we apply it, we are sure to bene­
fit. Note what the Scriptures say: “Let us 
not become egotistical, stirring up compe­
tition with one another, envying one an­
other.”  (Gal. 5:26) What does this mean?

“ Stirring Up Competition”
According to Greek-English lexicons, the 

Greek word here rendered “stirring up 
competition” means “ to call forth,”  "to 
challenge to a combat or contest with

Are YOU Affected? f iff

l
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one.” Thus, The Bible, An American 
Translation has the rendering: “Let us not 
in our vanity challenge one another.” And 
a footnote of the 1950 edition of the New 
World Translation of the Christian Greek 
Scriptures offers the alternative, “forcing 
one another to a showdown.”

Armies force opponents to a “show­
down,”  and so do warriors. Recall how, in 
ancient times, the bully Goliath called out: 
“Am I not the Philistine and you servants 
belonging to Saul? Choose a man for your­
selves, and let him come down to me. . . . 
Give me a man, and let us fight together!”  
(1 Sam. 17:8-10) But Christians will want 
to avoid such a spirit when playing a game. 
Life does not depend on winning or losing 
such games. Soccer and other sports should 
be kept in proper perspective—as simply 
recreation, as a temporary diversion— 
not as something of vital importance.

How do you view sports? For example, 
do you make a practice of missing Chris­
tian meetings to play or attend games? 
On the other hand, would changing the 
times of regular Christian meetings so that 
they do not conflict with World Cup games 
indicate that a proper value is being placed 
on spiritual matters? Would doing this be 
setting a good example for those who are 
just beginning to make spiritual progress? 
Remember, Jesus urged: “Keep on, then, 
seeking first the kingdom.”—Matt. 6:33.

What About Participation?
Playing games, such as soccer, can be 

beneficial. The Bible says: “Bodily train­
ing is beneficial for a little; but godly de­
votion is beneficial for aU things.”  (1 Tim. 
4:8) Since a lot of running is involved, 
soccer provides excellent exercise. And due 
to involvement in the game, the mind can 
be benefited by the diversion from other 
cares. But when played with the wrong 
motive—to win at all costs—problems re­
sult. And this is what often occurs in pro­

fessional soccer. Also, the more important 
thing—“godly devotion”—can be crowded 
out. Note, therefore, the decision one pro­
fessional player made:

"In 1965 my dreams became reality and 
I joyfully told my workmates at the machine 
shop: 'Boys, I've just signed a contract 
with Bayern-Miinchen!' (the professional 
soccer club). What I once had been doing 
after work hours, now became part of the 
day's work itself: game preparations, train­
ing, training camp.

"For me, at 18, the big world of pro­
fessional soccer had begun! Alongside 
Franz Beckenbauer and Georg Schwarzen- 
beck, with whom I had grown up, I played 
with Gerd Muller and Sepp Maier (all 
four being members of the 1974 World 
Cup championship team).

"Highlights of my professional career 
were the German Soccer Cup victory in 
1966 before 66,000 fans in the Frankfurter 
Wald-Stadium, the European championship 
games that followed, and our trip to North 
and South America in 1967. In 1968/69 
I was traded to the First FC-Nurnberg club, 
and in 1969/70 to the Stuttgarter Kickers.

"in Stuttgart I seriously began studying 
the Bible with Jehovah's Witnesses. I soon 
realized that Christians should not neglect 
their meetings. When I was at home this 
was no problem; but when I was on the 
road the entire weekend was generally 
spent traveling.

“My decision to give up professional 
ball was not easy. However, on August 3, 
1973, I symbolized my dedication to Je­
hovah God by water baptism in Munich. 
Soccer had given me much pleasure in life, 
but it could never compare with the plea­
sure one has in knowing that he has a 
fine relationship with Jehovah.''

Man’s ability to play—his gracefulness, 
his agility—are gifts of a happy Creator. 
But, like so many other gifts, these can be 
misused and abused. There is a need fox 
balance, for keeping matters in proper 
perspective. We should always keep in 
mind the excelling value of godly devotion, 
“as it holds promise of the life now and 
that which is to come.”—1 Tim. 4:8.
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unique wildlife 
in jeopordy

WOULD you like to join in a fascinating 
tropical wildlife excursion in Papua 

New Guinea? You would? Fine! But you 
will need some background information 
before we start.

Situated north of Australia and just 
south of the equator, Papua New Guinea 
is a group of islands that explorers and 
missionaries have called wild and danger­
ous. For the conservationist, the terrain is 
primeval and exciting. Yet, some of its 
species of unique wildlife now are in jeop­
ardy.

The rain forests of these islands provide 
the secluded habitat of many species of the 
gorgeously plumed birds of paradise. On 
the island of New Britain, volcanic hot 
springs provide natural subterranean heat­
ing systems for incubating the eggs of 
unique large-footed megapode fowls. In the 
lowland tropical rain forests of Papua, rare 
bird-wing butterflies flutter among vine- 
draped trees.

For centuries dark-skinned tribesmen 
armed with bows and arrows have stalked 
their prey here. They shoot and set in­
genious traps for birds and animals, which 
they value for food, trade and personal 
ornamentation.

While traveling through the dense trop­
ical jungles, you will be surprised at the 
complete absence of predatory animals like 
tigers or leopards. And upon emerging 
from the jungle into inhabited village 
clearings, you will notice a remarkable 
absence of domestic beasts of burden, such 
as horses and donkeys.

in Papua Hew Guinea

Wildlife Endangered 
The danger to wildlife is not apparent 

while you are in the jungle terrain. How­
ever, conservationists have learned that if 
protective measures are not taken prompt­
ly, with an exploding human population 
and accelerated industrial development, 
sooner or later there will be no wildlife left 
to save. Therefore, the World Wildlife Fund
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has been approached to assist in early im­
plementation of conservation measures in 
this developing country.

The main dangers to wildlife in Papua 
New Guinea are (1) shrinking habitat, 
(2) hunting and (3) pollution. This coun­
try’s native population is expected to dou­
ble by 1985. Hence, there is increasing 
pressure for the clearing of forested land 
for cultivation and industry. Also, there is 
a greater demand for the skins of animals 
and plumes of birds that play an important 
part in the economy and folk customs of 
the village people. This makes the wide­
spread substitution of the shotgun for the 
bow and arrow a real hazard to the lives 
of many attractive birds and animals.

Perhaps the greatest cause of shrinking 
wildlife habitat is the escalation of tech­
nological power while economic develop­
ment is also being accelerated. Areas of 
isolated virgin forest, recently considered 
inviolable by human disturbance, now are 
the locales of extensive lumbering, mineral 
prospecting and mammoth copper mining 
projects that pollute the adjacent riv­
ers. Additionally, gigantic hydroelectric 
schemes are to provide power for heavy 
industries that will poi­
son the land, water and 
atmosphere. Yes, hun­
dreds of thousands of 
acres of wildlife habitat 
have been earmarked for 
destruction, either by ex­
tensive clearing or by the 
upsetting of ecological 
balance.

Birds of Paradise
With this background 

information, we are now 
ready to start our excur­
sion into a highland rain 
forest, the home of the 
bird of paradise. As we 
walk w arily  o ff  the
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beaten track, suppose we talk about some 
members of the bird family called 
saeidae. Their exquisitely colored plumage 
and their courtship behavior are unsur­
passed by any other species of bird life. Of 
the 42 known species, 36 occur exclusively 
in Papua New Guinea. Some of the better- 
known species are named Raggiana’s, blue, 
magnificent, twelve-wired and superb—all 
birds of paradise. Incidentally, in sanctuary 
conditions a bird of paradise can be taught 
to talk as does a parrot.

The well-known ornithologist E. Thomas 
Gillard has written a vivid description of 
birds of paradise. He tells us that, accord­
ing to their species, these birds are be­
decked with feathers in lacelike patterns, 
or having the form of skirts, whips, capes, 
twisted enamel-like wires or erectable ex­
pandable fans. Some have saberlike tails 
and patches of iridescent plumage. These 
birds also have other ornamentations— 
jade- and opal-colored mouths, naked, gar­
ish areas of skin and nutlike wattles. The 
beautiful dance movements of these birds 
also help to make them appear more like 
an ornament than a living bird.

The species known as the superb bird of 
paradise is about the size 
of a dove. When court­
ing, the male opens his 
bill wide so that its 
brilliant yellow interior 
forms a startling con­
trast with his deep-black 
plumage, the vivid green 
of his head and the iri­
descent purple green of 
his breast patch. This 
bird has two tufts of 
black feathers at the base 
of its bill.

Shh! Be very quiet. See 
that tall tree? It is a 
bird of paradise display 
tree. Look up at that 
branch. Can you see that
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gorgeous bird? Watch him dancing on the 
branch for the benefit of his mate. Sud­
denly, he halts and stands stiffly, displaying 
his long lacelike cascades of plumage.

Other species have their own fascinating 
dance displays. Some hang by their feet 
under the limbs of their display trees, in 
shimmering pendulous masses. Certain 
male birds dance on the ground, alternately 
freezing and spinning so that their circular 
feathers look like the extended skirts of 
ballerinas.

Doubtless you will be sorry to learn that 
thousands of these unique birds are not 
going to live out their natural life-span. 
Are you surprised? Do you wonder why?

Well, the skins and plumes of birds of 
paradise are highly valued by the native 
people. With the enforcement of fauna 
protection laws, extensive commercial 
trading in plumes virtually has been 
stopped. However, there still is widespread 
shooting. You see, the highland tribesmen 
value the plumes for decorating their cer­
emonial headgear.

In recent years the tribesmen have been 
encouraged to gather annually at the towns 
of Goroka and Mt. Hagen. There you see 
them dancing in great numbers at festivals 
called “ Sing Sings.”  On such occasions 
great emphasis is placed on costuming, and 
an almost incredible number of bird of 
paradise plumes are displayed on the heads 
of the tribesmen as they compete with one 
another.

These spectacles may be affecting the 
local populations of birds of paradise, for 
the native people will go to great lengths 
to obtain this beautiful male raiment. As 
it is now, a visitor can rarely see the re­
splendent male birds of paradise, except 
for their plumage on the heads of native 
people.

Back at the village we observe how the 
bird of paradise plumes are treasured. The

owners store them away carefully in 
plugged bamboo tubes. Before a tribal 
dance, a young man spends hours dressing. 
Then, suddenly, he bursts into the dancing 
arena under a shimmering crown fit for 
an emperor. The crown contains the plumes 
of a dozen or more male birds of paradise 
of six or so different species. When some 
50 men get together in a dance, the 
swinging plumages make them appear to 
be on fire.

The Megapode Fowl 
The next part of our excursion involves 

a two-hour journey by air to the northern 
island of New Britain. Soon we arrive at 
the Cape Hoskins area, with its sulphurous 
hot springs. These are the egg-laying 
grounds of a unique type of megapode, or 
junglefowl, which belongs to the wild fowl 
family called Megapodius freycinet. Inci­
dentally, megapode means “ big feet.”

What a bleak and desolate area we see 
before us! Hot water is spouting from 
steaming geysers, and deep holes rever­
berate to the sound of boiling mud. Yes, 
there is an enormous amount of subterra­
nean heat to warm the incubation tunnels 
made by the megapode hens. On the fringe 
of the hot-spring area we can see the forest 
in which the megapodes do their mating.

Look at that dull-brown henlike bird 
scratching the warm ground under that 
tree. Watch how she tunnels with her big
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feet deep into the volcanically heated soil. 
She will dig six or seven tunnels close to­
gether and extending about four feet (1.2 
meters) below the surface. Then she will 
lay about 10 eggs in each tunnel. Finally, 
she will fill the tunnels with soil and leave 
the eggs there for incubation. That will be 
the end of her role in the breeding of her 
chicks.

Well, then, what happens to the chicks? 
This is another unique feature of the mega- 
pode. In from six to nine weeks the chicks 
will hatch and then scratch their way to 
the surface of the ground and run into the 
scrub. They will be well developed, covered 
with feathers and able to fly within 24 
hours. Yes, they will be capable of caring 
for themselves from the time that they 
emerge from their underground hatcheries!

Wildlife ecologists are concerned that 
these unique birds are in danger of dis­
appearing. Why? Companies have pur­
chased the rights to cut the timber in large 
tracts of the surrounding forests. Since 
these forests provide the habitat for these 
wild fowl, the extensive clearing of timber 
places this interesting species in danger.

Bird-Wing Butterflies
Now, for the final part of our excursion, 

we travel to the home of a rare species of 
bird-wing butterfly known as Ornithoptera 
alexandrae. We fly south to the tropical 

jungles surrounding the town of Popon- 
detta in eastern Papua.

Yes, the bird-wing butterfly is indeed a 
uniquely beautiful creature. It gets its 
name from the large size and slow rhyth­
mic beat of its wings. It also has a char­
acteristic way of gliding in flight. In fact, 
alexandrae is the largest species of butter­
fly in the world. Females have been seen 
with up to 10-inch (25-centimeter) wing­
spans. This butterfly is found exclusively 
in these forests.

As we walk along this hot, humid jungle 
track, keep your eyes wide open. There it 
is! Look at that large butterfly gliding high 
up among the trees. Watch as it instinctive­
ly flies down to rest on that vine known 
as the Dutchman’s pipe. That species of 
vine is essential to the reproductive cycle 
of alexandrae. The caterpillars that develop 
from the butterfly’s eggs feed voraciously 
on the leaves. Then these creatures develop 
into shining chrysalides that hang from 
the leaves. Finally, there emerges another 
generation of beautiful alexandrae butter­
flies.

Here is a large male specimen. Its wings 
measure about eight inches (20 centi­
meters) across. Notice the pattern of broad 
black veins separating large patches of 
blue, green and golden yellow. This insect’s 
body is black and yellow, with tufts of red 
hair just below its head. What a pleasure 
to behold!

Because of its size, beauty and rarity, 
the alexandrae is greatly prized by wealthy 
collectors around the world. They are pre­
pared to pay the native villagers high 
prices for good specimens. The result is 
that, even though there is a protective law 
that imposes a heavy penalty, unlawful 
collecting and surreptitious trading con­
tinue. However, it is more the threat of 
habitat destruction through forest clearing 
for agricultural purposes that places these 
unique living ornaments in danger of ex­
tinction.

Here we end our wildlife excursion. It is 
hoped that you have enjoyed it. Likely, 
you share my concern for unique wildlife 
that now is in jeopardy. But be assured 
that the Grand Creator of these fascinating 
birds and butterflies soon will fulfill his 
promise to restore paradise to the earth. 
Then all forms of wildlife will live un­
molested in their natural habitats.
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QettingcAeguainted 
with ourJoreignNeigh

By “Awake!" correspondent 
in the Federal Republic of Germany

<?<T A  RE you acquainted with your neigh- 
l \  bors?” “Why, yes,” may be the an­

swer. “Mr. and Mrs. Schmidt live next 
door. They have a lovely little girl, Gabi, 
and their small poodle is named Susie. 
And over on the other side, Mr. and Mrs. 
—now let’s see, what is their name? It’s 
not German, you know. They seem to be 
pleasant people, but they speak so little 
German. It’s so difficult for us to get 
acquainted. What a pity!”

Nowadays this can often happen in this 
country because there are so many people 
living among us whose native tongue is not 
German. Being unable to converse with 
these individuals makes it very difficult to 
get acquainted with them.

This is one good reason for putting forth 
efforts to learn a foreign language. Al­
though not necessarily easy, it can be very 
rewarding. Consider the experience of a 
young man in Germany who, together with 
his wife, learned two foreign languages 
during the past few years. His desire was 
to become better acquainted with his for­
eign neighbors. He relates:

“I had never concerned myself with oth­
er languages and, while in school, found 
grammar to be one of the most boring sub­
jects. Then, in 1966, when my fiancee and 
I began to study the Bible, we noticed that 
certain expressions used in it were new to 
us. However, being German, these terms 
were not difficult to learn. Eventually our 
study of the Bible led to our taking up the 
full-time preaching activity as Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.

“In the spring of 1972, we were asked 
by the Watch Tower Society whether we

would be willing to move to Spain to preach 
the ‘good news’ of God’s kingdom there. 
‘Me, learn Spanish?’ I thought. ‘With my 
poor grammar and my distaste for foreign 
languages, never!’ But despite my fears, we 
decided to accept the invitation.

“In September 1972, we were advised to 
associate with the Spanish congregation of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Cologne so that we 
could start learning the language. On ar­
riving there in December, I could say only 
gracias (thanks) and buenos dias (good- 
day). What kind of progress could I ex­
pect?”

Perseverance and
Self-Discipline Necessary

“Sometimes I became discouraged and 
thought that I would never be able to 
reach my goal. But on other days it seemed 
easier.

“My wife, on the other hand, made rapid 
progress, without even picking up a text­
book. Her knowledge of English and French 
was a big help.

“But I bought several textbooks and 
read them over and over again. Regardless 
of where I was, my nose was always buried 
in a textbook. What I learned I immediate­
ly used, even though this often resulted in 
loud laughter. But I came to realize that 
it is also very important to be able to laugh 
at oneself and not to become irritated. 
Otherwise, not wanting to say something 
wrong, a person will be afraid to use what 
he has learned. I was determined not to 
give up, since perseverance and self- 
discipline are qualities that Christians 
should have.”
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Experiences That Helped Me to Progress
“Two or three months later I was wit­

nessing alone when I called on a Spaniard 
who just recently had seen a television 
program dealing with defrauders. There­
fore, he was quite suspicious when I shared 
with him something from the Bible. In 
making a return visit on him, I asked a 
Spanish-speaking Witness to accompany 
me. This made the man even more suspi­
cious. He had not completely grasped the 
reason for my first call and thought that 
we were using the Bible as a front in order 
to defraud him or to make a play for his 
wife. To check on us, he suggested that he 
come to visit ws in our home. My compan­
ion agreed, and this man appeared on the 
scene at the time that we had arranged. 
Soon realizing that we were not defrauders, 
he and his wife began to study the Bible 
with us. Today both of them are Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.

“Three months later, I delivered my 
first discourse in the congregation. For a 
six-minute talk I needed five hours of 
preparation. Even then, the Spaniard who 
corrected my manuscript had to change 
about half of it. Later—though much per­
spiration flowed beforehand—I delivered 
an hour’s talk. Many of my Spanish­
speaking friends willingly helped me to 
make progress by correcting mistakes 
made in writing or speaking.

“I soon realized that, instead of writing 
something in German and thereafter trans­
lating that material, it was better to write 
everything in Spanish and then correct it. 
A person must learn to think in the lan­
guage that he is studying. It is also good 
to make sure of the proper pronunciation 
and spelling of the words he is learning.

“Sometimes mistaking words that sound 
alike can change the thought completely. 
For example, caballo (horse) and Caba­
llero (gentleman) can easily be confused. 
That could be quite embarrassing, couldn’t

it? Once I meant to say, ‘.We should work 
along with the spiritual Levites’ (los Levi- 
tas). But I said, ‘We should work along 

with the tail-coats’ ( laLevitas). Instead 
of thanking someone for his hospitality 
(hospitalidad), a person can mistakenly 
thank him for his enmity .
Usually, of course, the individual’s face 
tells you that you have made a mistake.”

A Second Foreign Language
“In the spring of 1974, instead of going 

to Spain, we were invited to visit a number 
of Spanish congregations in Germany on 
a regular basis. This traveling activity soon 
convinced us that it would be good to learn 
another foreign language, Portuguese. In 
the spring of 1975, I delivered my first 
Portuguese discourse, which sounded more 
like Spanish than Portuguese. But even­
tually we made improvement and today we 
can speak about the Bible’s message to 
both Spanish and Portuguese people in 
their own language.

“Of course, we are not the only ones 
who have learned these languages. There 
are a number of German-speaking Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses who have learned either 
Spanish, Portuguese, Croatian, Turkish, 
Italian, Greek or English. All of them have 
had great joy in doing so, mainly because 
they wanted to contribute to the spiritual 
welfare of their foreign neighbors here in 
Germany. The difficulties involved have 
been small compared with the joy and the 
blessings that they have had. Learning a 
foreign language opens up many doors to 
new friendships.”

Would you like to learn a foreign lan­
guage? If you have the needed time and 
perseverance, and will not be neglecting 
more important things when doing so, 
learning another tongue can be a gratifying 
hobby, one that will also help you to be­
come better acquainted with your foreign 
neighbors.
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The Bible’s View

AFTER being freed from Egyp­
tian slavery, the Israelites were 

instructed to keep a weekly Sab­
bath. That Sabbath fell on the sev­
enth day of the week, beginning at 
sundown on Friday and ending at 
sundown on Saturday. What was 
the purpose of the law requiring 
Sabbath observance? Is this the 
Sabbath that we today should keep?

Sabbath observance was first im­
posed upon the Israelites in con­
nection with the miraculous pro­
vision of manna. On the sixth day, 
the people were to gather enough 
manna to last for two days, as none 
would be made available on the 
seventh day or the Sabbath. (Ex. 
16:22, 23) When the seventh day 
came, however, some of the people 
did look for manna, indicating that 
they were not accustomed to ob­
serving a day of rest. (Ex. 16:27) 
Therefore, God’s message through 
Moses was: “How long must you 
people refuse to keep my command­
ments and my laws? Mark the fact 
that Jehovah has given you the 
sabbath. That is why he is giving 
you on the sixth day the bread of 
two days. Keep sitting each one in 
his own place. Let nobody go out 
from his locality on the seventh 
day.”—Ex. 16:28, 29.

In arranging for his people to 
have a Sabbath, Jehovah God was

What Sabbath
Should You Keep?

acting in their interest. It gave all the people, in­
cluding slaves, and even the domestic animals, a 
period of needed rest and refreshment. Addition­
ally, the Sabbath was to remind the Israelites of 
what the Most High had done in liberating them 
from Egyptian bondage. During that period of 
oppressive slavery, the people knew no rest. God’s 
law stated: “The seventh day is a sabbath to 
Jehovah your God. You must not do any work, 
you nor your son nor your daughter nor your 
slave man nor your slave girl nor your bull nor 
your ass nor any domestic animal of yours nor 
your alien resident who is inside your gates, in 
order that your slave man and your slave girl 
may rest the same as you. And you must remem­
ber that you became a slave in the land of Egypt 
and Jehovah your God proceeded to bring you out 
from there with a strong hand and an outstretched 
arm. That is why Jehovah your God commanded 
you to carry on the sabbath day.”—Deut. 5:14,15.

Since Sabbath observance was to serve as a 
reminder of what Jehovah God had done in free­
ing the Israelites from Egypt, it is clear that the 
law about keeping a Sabbath did not exist earlier; 
nor had it been given to any other people. This 
is further confirmed at Exodus 31:16, 17, where 
we read: “The sons of Israel must keep the sab­
bath, so as to carry out the sabbath during their 
generations. It is a covenant to time indefinite. 
Between me and the sons of Israel it is a sign to 
time indefinite, because in six days Jehovah made 
the heavens and the earth and on the seventh day 
he rested and proceeded to refresh himself.” So, 
in the case of the Israelites, Sabbath observance 
was a visible sign or proof of the covenant re­
lationship that they enjoyed with their God. Sure­
ly, if other peoples had been keeping such a day 
of rest, the Sabbath could not have served as a 
distinguishing sign.

Though commanding his people to the
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Sabbath, Jehovah God was more interested 
in their heart appreciation for the arrange­
ment than in a perfunctory observance of 
a day. This he made plain through his 
prophet Isaiah in these words: “If in view 
of the sabbath you will turn back your 
foot as regards doing your own delights on 
my holy day, and will actually call the 
sabbath an exquisite delight, a holy day of 
Jehovah, one being glorified, and will ac­
tually glorify it rather than doing your 
own ways, rather than finding what de­
lights you and speaking a word; you will 
in that case find your exquisite delight in 
Jehovah.”—Isa. 58:13, 14.

Note that what pleased the Most High 
God was not a mere refraining from work. 
Itather, it was a matter of setting aside 
the day as especially devoted to him, and, 
hence, concentrating on spiritual matters. 
The Israelites were to refrain from follow­
ing their own selfish pursuits and were to 
find delight or pleasure in doing God’s will.

What about today? Does Jehovah God 
require his servants to set aside one day 
a week specially for him? Note what the 
apostle Paul wrote about observing days: 
“ One man judges one day as above another; 
another man judges one day as all others; 
let each man be fully convinced in his own 
mind. He who observes the day observes 
it to Jehovah.”  (Rom. 14:5, 6) These 
words show that in the first century C.E. 
Christians were under no obligation to 
keep any day as a Sabbath. The important 
thing for Christians was their doing of 
God’s will daily.

The Mosaic law, with its Sabbath re­
quirements, was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
It had never been binding on non-Jews and 
so was not imposed on persons who ac­
cepted Christianity. Hence, Christians were 
not to let others condemn them, to make 
them feel that they were sinning, on the 
basis of their not keeping certain days. To 
fellow believers at Colossae, the apostle 
Paul wrote: “Let no man judge you in

eating and drinking or in respect of a fes­
tival or of an observance of the new moon 
or of a sabbath; for those things are a 
shadow of the things to come, but the 
reality belongs to the Christ.”— Col. 2:16, 
17.

Moreover, the apostle Paul warned 
the Galatian Christians against professed 
Christians who were trying to bring them 
back under the Mosaic law in various re­
spects. He said: “How is it that you are 
turning back again to the weak and beg­
garly elementary things and want to slave 
for them over again? You are scrupulously 
observing days and months and seasons 
and years. I fear for you, that somehow I 
have toiled to no purpose respecting you.” 
(Gal. 4:9-11) To the Christianized He­
brews, Paul also wrote: “We who have 
exercised faith [in the Christ provided by 
God] do enter into the rest, just as he 
[God] has said.”—Heb. 4:3.

In view of this, what does Jehovah God 
want his people to do today? As in the case 
of the Israelites who were commanded to 
keep a weekly Sabbath law, that which 
pleases the Most High is the doing of all 
things to his honor and not the mere for­
malistic observance of a day of rest. (1 Cor. 
10:31) Hence, we should strive to use 
each day in a way that will bring praise 
to Jehovah God.

Therefore, according to the testimony of 
Scripture, only the Israelites were com­
manded to keep the seventh day as a Sab­
bath. This Sabbath observance served as a 
sign of the covenant between Israel and 
Jehovah God. With Jesus Christ’s fulfilling 
the Law, Sabbath keeping was not imposed 
anew on his followers. (Rom. 7:4-6) How­
ever, by refraining from making selfish 
pursuits the focal point of their lives, 
Christians demonstrate that they recognize 
the importance of using their time to honor 
the Creator. Each day they should strive 
to follow God’s way, proving that they are 
finding pleasure in him.
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“Printed Circuit Precision”
<|> When an embryo is de­
veloping, nerves growing out 
of the tiny central nervous 
system always find the proper 
tissue or muscle with which 
to link up. New Scientist mag­
azine calls this “ one o f the 
great puzzles o f embryology.” 
Now University of California 
researchers have found that 
“ the muscle cells themselves 
may help the nerves along by 
choosing the correct input” 
from the various outgrowing 
nerves. This knowledge, says 
the journal, “could go a long 
way to explaining the printed 
circuit precision with which 
the embryo links up its ner­
vous system to the target 
organs of its body.” However, 
the researchers do not explain 
who engineered this “printed 
circuit precision.”

Back from Bikini
4> According to the U.S. Inte­
rior Department, Bikini is­
landers who only recently 
returned to their supposedly 
decontaminated native land 
will have to evacuate it again. 
A decade ago, the Atomic 
Energy Commission claimed 
that there was “virtually no 
radiation left” from 23 earlier 
atomic tests. But recent gov­
ernment tests have shown that 
Bikini well water contains 
radioactive strontium 90 and 
cesium 137, which are showing
AWAKE! —  JUNE 8, 1978

up in the people. Local coco­
nuts, bananas and breadfruit 
contain the radioactive prod­
ucts. So food has to be shipped 
in until the inhabitants can 
be settled on other islands 
once again.

Teen Morals and Cancer 
<$> Along with the steep rise 
in teen-age pregnancies in the 
U.S.—33 percent in five years— 
there has been a parallel rise 
in teen cervical cancer. “Cer­
vical tissues in teenagers ap­
pear to be less resistant to the 
effects of possible harmful 
substances, including those in 
the male ejaculate,” says San 
Diego gynecologist Dr. Thom­
as Slate. Dr. William Creas- 
man o f Duke University's 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
agrees, noting that in girls 15 
to 17 years of age the cervix 
is especially vulnerable to 
cancer-causing agents. And the 
study Adolescent Coitus and 
Cervical Cancer found that 
such sexually active girls are 
twice as likely to get cervical 
cancer as are those who do 
not engage in sexual activity 
until later in life.

Ancients Knew Better
<$> The Egyptian government 
has ended a Japanese effort 
to use ancient methods in 
erecting a small-scale replica 
o f the pyramid of Cheops. 
(See Awake!, 4/8/78, p. 30.)

Problems beset the project al­
most from the start, including 
skyrocketing limestone prices 
arising from pyramid-caused 
demand. A concrete founda­
tion had to be used, ancient- 
type stone-carrying wooden 
sledges broke down, laborers 
were hard to get, and some of 
the three-ton hand-cut pyramid 
stones would not fit. Accord­
ing to the Egyptian newspaper 
Al Ahram, the construction 
“took on the appearance of a 
deformity.”

Soda Boosts Height 
<$> Ordinary baking soda has 
successfully restored normal 
growth to children stunted by 
a kidney disorder called renal 
tubular acidosis. Their kidneys 
fail to remove excess acid 
from their systems, thereby 
stunting growth. But research­
ers at the University of Cali­
fornia Medical Center in San 
Francisco found that ingesting 
sufficient amounts of alkaline 
baking soda neutralizes the 
excess acid. This produced 
startling results in 10 children 
ranging in age from eight 
days to nine and a half years. 
All reached normal height 
within three years, and one 
infant grew from 20 to 24 
inches (51 to 61 centimeters) 
in just two months.

From the Experts
<$> In many countries, passen­
ger rail service has long been 
superior to that in the United 
States. Now the U.S. National 
Railroad Passenger Corpora­
tion (Amtrak) is renting a 
203-ton French track machine 
to improve the quality of its 
poor roadbeds. The 152-foot- 
(46.3-meter-) long device “lifts 
up track with powerful mag­
nets, loosens the rocky ballast 
and then uses laser beams to 
put the track down again in 
perfect alignm ent,”  reports 
The Wall Street Journal. Am­
trak also has purchased an 
Austrian ballast-loosening ma­
chine, as well as track-laying 
equipment designed in Switzer­
land.
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Amazing Survivals 
#  A Canadian man, said to be 
trying to frighten or impress 
his girl friend, accidentally 
fell 23 stories from a window 
ledge. He fell 208 feet (63 
meters) into about 3 feet (1 
meter) of water in a swim­
ming pool. Reportedly, the hos­
pitalized 24-year-old man was 
in stable condition.

Another young man, who 
may have been under the in­
fluence of drugs, fell 27 stories 
down a ventilation shaft in 
San Francisco’s 48-story Trans- 
america building. He, too, was 
listed in stable condition after 
the 324-foot (99-meter) fall. 
The 22-year-old man had suf­
fered  fractured thighbones 
and kneecaps, and a broken 
heel bone, but had no apparent 
internal injuries. Police be­
lieve that striking the sides of 
the shaft on the way down 
broke his fall. Conscious when 
picked up by the ambulance, 
reportedly he sang songs, in­
cluding one with the words, 
“ Oh, What a Trip I’m On.”

Sweet Charity
<§> “There’s a war of profes­
sional fundraisers going on 
all over the country,” declared 
the head of San Francisco’s 
Concerned Citizens for Char­
ity, “and there is no charity 
among these people.” Appar­
ently, many smaller charities 
feel that they are being 
crowded out of their share of 
the charity dollar by the giant 
charity organization, United 
Way. They accuse United Way 
of monopolistic practices and, 
in some cases, are presenting 
their charges in lawsuits.

Glaucoma Relief
Some persons have been 

using m edically prescribed 
marijuana to control certain 
types of glaucoma. But a re­
lated drug called Nabilone has 
been synthesized and appears 
to reduce eye fluid pressure 
without the mind-altering ef­
fects of marijuana. The chair­
man of the University o f 
Chicago’s ophthalmology de-
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partment says that studies so 
far indicate that the drug “is 
effective in extrem ely low  
doses; and does not have any 
apparent side effects.”

Light on Cows
<§> Apparently plants are not 
the only living things that 
grow under the influence of 
light. According to a report in 
Science magazine, holstein 
cattle that received 16 hours 
of light a day in the winter at­
tained 10 to 15 percent greater 
growth and gave 10 percent 
more milk than cattle receiv­
ing the normal average of 9.8 
hours of sunlight alone. The 
milk of both groups had the 
same butterfat content, and 
the cows ate equal amounts 
of hay. “Manipulation of sup­
plemental light may thus cause 
dramatic increases in food sup­
plies from animals,” say Mich­
igan State University re­
searchers.

Never Too Old
<$> An 81-year-old man recently 
graduated from Hanazono pri­
m ary school (sixth grade) 
near Nagoya, Japan. Because 
of poverty, he had gone to 
work rather than attending 
school in his earlier years. 
Then, in 1975, he applied for 
admittance to the primary 
school to receive some of the 
education that he had missed. 
Every day he bicycled 2 kilo­
meters (1.2 miles) to attend. 
Surrounded by students seven 
decades younger, he took ex­
aminations and did homework 
just like the rest. “The old 
man said he will continue 
learning as long as he lives,” 
reports the Mainichi Daily 
News.

Not ‘Rendering unto Caesar*
<§> Cheating on one’s income 
taxes is a way of life in many 
parts of the world. A United 
States Internal Revenue Ser­
vice (IRS) agent recently ad­
mitted: “ It’s really out o f con­
trol. We have a $200 billion 
economy that operates com­
pletely off the books [without

tax records]. That's over 10% 
of the GNP [Gross National 
Product].” He also observed 
that even when the govern­
ment’s 25,000 IRS agents find 
offenders, “ juries don’t like to 
convict. It’s hard to convince 
a jury that what an evader did 
was wrong when, deep in their 
hearts, they would all love to 
beat Uncle Sam, too.” How­
ever, Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
every land obey Jesus’ com­
mand to “Pay back Caesar’s 
things to Caesar.”—Mark 12: 
17.

Tight Squeeze
<$> A pressure equal to 700 
times that exerted on the 
earth’s crust by Mount Everest 
is said to have made a dia­
mond flow like plastic. Scien­
tists at the Carnegie Institu­
tion’s Geophysical Laboratory 
had achieved a pressure of 
25.2 million pounds per square 
inch (1.77 million kilograms 
per square centimeter) when 
part o f a sm all diamond 
flowed.

Not an Act
<$> In 1968, 40 teen-age Swedish 
hippies appeared in the film 
“They Consider Us Hooligans,” 
playing themselves. Since then, 
10 of the 40 “actors” have died 
of drug overdoses, the latest 
being found dead in a Stock­
holm public toilet.

Immunizing Plants
<$> Vaccination of humans has 
been common for many years. 
Now this same principle has 
been used experimentally on 
tomato plants. According to 
Britain’s New Scientist mag­
azine, scientists at the West o f 
Scotland Agricultural College 
“have successfully protected 
their crop of Eurocross BB 
tomatoes from virulent strains 
of the pathogenic Tobacco Mo­
saic Virus (TMV) by inoculat­
ing plants at the seedling 
stage.” The vaccinated tomato 
plants yielded an average o f 
.68 kilogram  (1.5 pounds) 
more per plant than TMV in­
fected plants. “ It is not pos-
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sible to keep a greenhouse 
free o f TMV in normal com­
mercial conditions,”  notes the 
article. So immunization could 
become a real financial boon.

F a s t  Food
#  A tradesman’s tournament 
recently held in the People’s 
Republic of China produced a 
startling display of culinary 
dexterity. Hsinhua, the official 
news agency, reported that it 
took only two minutes and 
four seconds for master chefs 
to cook cubed chicken breasts 
in chili sauce—starting with 
live chickens! The spicy Sze­
chuan dish, dressed with pea­
nuts, is called “palace jewels.”

Traveler Caution 
<|> The World Health Organi­
zation (WHO) warns o f a 
steady rise in the number of 
cases of “ imported malaria” 
brought back to home coun­
tries by travelers in Africa. 
WHO emphasizes that all tour­

ists should be informed “on 
the possible malaria risk in the 
areas they propose to visit, 
measures o f protection against 
that risk, and the steps to be 
taken should the traveller de­
velop fever after returning 
home.” Tourist information of­
fices should have such infor­
mation available.

Fastest Typist
<$> At the recent world typing 
championships held in Rotter­
dam, the Netherlands, a Hun­
garian woman typed 18,665 
characters without an error 
in thirty minutes, to claim the 
title. That would be the En­
glish equivalent of over 124 
words per minute for the half 
hour.

Shetlands Short of Ponies
<%> The famous tiny Shetland 
ponies are declining on their 
native Shetland Islands. Only 
a few more than a thousand 
remain, as breeders find it un­

profitable to continue in the 
business. There is little de­
mand, so that prices at the 
last annual sale were as low 
as $28 (U.S.) for a 6-month-old 
colt. One problem is the high 
cost of transportation to a 
pony’s new home, which may 
be as much as $1,400 to New 
York.

Still More Languages 
<%> According to two South 
African researchers, there are 
hundreds of African languages 
more than previously believed. 
It was thought that only 800 to 
1,000 African tongues existed, 
but the researchers’ book, Afri­
can Languages, a Genetic Deci­
malised Classification for 
Bibliographic and General 
Reference, lists some 1,500 lan­
guages. “Recent research has 
brought to light many little- 
known ‘minority-languages,’ ” 
explains one of the investiga­
tors, Professor Derek Fivaz of 
Rhodes University.
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