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IFE is precious. Who among the mil-

lions enjoying good mental and physi-
cal health would want to pick the year,
month, day and hour of his death? Cer-
tainly no one. When people are doing
meaningful work and feel that they are
appreciated and loved, they want life to
continue. But how can a person secure for
himself a long and meaningful life?

Worrying about it certainly will not add
even a minute to a person’s life-span. In-
stead of contributing toward a lengthen-
ing of life, undue anxiety only brings un-
pleasantness and may even shorten it.

Of course, a person may be able to do
very little about inherited weaknesses and
defects in the functioning of his physical
organism. Then, too, an unforeseen occur-
rence—accident, flood, earthquake or vol-
cano—may quickly snuff out his life.
Nevertheless, things can be done in order
to enjoy a longer life even now. We can
avoid taking foolish chances and can see
to it that our bodies get needed food and
rest. Most importantly, we can choose to
be guided by wisdom.

A Bible proverb points to the good ef-
fect that applied wisdom can have on the
life-span, saying: “It is a tree of life to
those taking hold of it, and those keeping
fast hold of it are to be called happy.”
(Prov. 3:18) Yes, wisdom, the ability to
apply knowledge successfully, can save us
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SPAN'?

from untold trouble,
ture death.

Consider, for example, what the Bible
book of Proverbs says about alcohol
abuse: “Who has woe? Who has uneasi-
ness? Who has contentions? Who has con-
cern? Who has wounds for no reason?
Who has dullness of eyes? Those staying
a long time with the wine, those coming
in to search out mixed wine. Do not look
at wine when it exhibits a red color, when
it gives off its sparkle in the cup, when
it goes with a slickness. At its end it bites
just like a serpent, and it secretes poison
just like a viper.”—Prov. 23:29-32.

As here described, the person who is
given to heavy drinking often becomes
quarrelsome without cause and may find
himself embroiled in fights. To him, wine
looks unduly attractive, sparkling. His in-
temperance in the use of alcoholic bev-

erages has the
same effect upon
him as the poison
of a viper. It can
make him physi-
cally sick, caus-
ing, for instance,
cirrhosis of the
liver. It can also
harm him men-
tally by produc-
ing delirium tre-
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mens. Like a serpent’s poison, heavy
intake of alcoholic beverages may be
death-dealing.

Describing what can happen to a per-
son in a drunken state, the book of Prov-
erbs continues: “Your own eyes will see
strange things, and your own heart will
speak perverse things. And you will cer-
tainly become like one lying down in the
heart of the sea [experiencing the confu-
sion of one drowning, finally passing into
unconsciousness], even like one lying down
at the top of a mast [the rocking of a ship
being at its greatest point here, the drunk-
ard’s life is in greatest danger from such
things as an accident, a stroke or a brawl].
‘They have struck me, but I did not be-
come sick; they have smitten me, but I
did not know it [says the drunkard, as
if talking to himself; his senses are totally
dulled to what is happening to him]. When
shall 1 wake up? | shall seek it yet some
more [yes, after sleeping off the effects
of his overindulgence, he will go right
back to his drinking].” ”—Prov. 23:33-35.

Truly the person who avoids
alcohol abuse is wise. His wisdom
is a “tree of life,” protecting him
from all kinds of trouble
and, possibly, an untime-
ly death.

Other counsel provid-
ed in the book of Prov-
erbs can, if applied, like-
wise contribute to a
lengthening of one’s life.

There is encouragement
to pay attention to sound
counsel, to avoid involve-
ment with lawless ele-
ments and to shun sexual
immorality. We read:
“A wise person will lis-
ten and take in more in-
struction.” (Prov. 1:5)
“If sinners try to seduce
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you, do not consent. If they keep saying:
‘Do go with us. Do let us lie inambush ...’
do not go in the way with them.” (Prov.
1:10-15) “Why should you, my son, be in
an ecstasy with a strange woman or em-
brace the bosom of a foreign woman? . . .
His own errors will catch the wicked one,
and in the ropes of his own sin he will
be taken hold of. He will be the one to
die because there is no discipline.”—Prov.
5:20-23.

Clearly, conduct that harmonizes with
the Holy Scriptures contributes to a lon-
ger and happier life. The benefits of godly
conduct, however, are not limited just to
the present. The Christian apostle Paul
wrote: “Godly devotion is beneficial for
all things, as it holds promise of the life
now and that which is to come.”—1 Tim.
4:8.

The kind of life in the future that the
Most High has in mind for mankind is
described in the Bible as follows: *Look!
The tent of God is with mankind, and he
will reside with them, and they will be

his peoples. And God himself will
be with them. And he will wipe
out every tear from their eyes, and
death will be no more, neither will
mourning nor outcry nor pain be
anymore.”—Rev. 21:3, 4.
Therefore, living in harmo-
ny with God's requirements
can add years to a person’s
life now and put him in line
for a grand future. But not
all persons today favor living
by the Bible. They prefer their
own ways. Among these people
are persecutors of God's ser-
vants.

There may be times when
such persecution threatens a
godly person’s life. What then?
Should he yield to the demands
of the persecutors and thereby
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escape a premature death? It might seem
that compromise in such a case could re-
sult in the lengthening of one’s life-span.
But that is not the case. Jesus Christ said:
“Whoever wants to save his soul [life]
will lose it; but whoever loses his soul for
the sake of me and the good news will save
it.” (Mark 8:35) “He that is fond of his
soul destroys it, but he that hates his soul
[not holding life as too precious] in this
world will safeguard it for everlasting
life.”—John 12:25.

How can the loss of one's life prema-
turely at the hands of persecutors result
in safeguarding it for an endless life-span?

Because the person who dies in faith-
fulness to God can rest assured of being

URING the year 1976 alone it is pos-
Dsible that over 686,800 persons lost
their lives as a result of earthquake ac-
tivity world wide. Thousands of others suf-
fered the loss of material possessions, in-
cluding their homes. Indeed, when these
mighty temblors strike—possessions, life
and limb all are imperiled.

Moderate earthquakes register 6.0 to
6.9 on the Richter scale. Major temblors
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raised from the dead with everlasting life
in view. On the other hand, the person
who compromises may live a few more
years on earth, but he has jeopardized his
prospect for gaining eternal life. When he
loses his approved standing with God, this
means that he has exchanged an eternal,
happy future for a few short years of life
in an ungodly world. What a foolish deci-
sion this is!

So, if you are truly interested in length-
ening your life-span, make the sound
guidelines of the Bible your own and ap-
ply them. Do so regardless of what pres-
sure might be brought against you for this.
Never lose sight of the fact that, not man,
but God alone can give you unending life.

have a Richter rating of 7.0 to 7.9, and
giant quakes are those registering 8.0 or
greater. Guatemala, the Panama-Colombia
border, the Kuriles, Sumatra, New Guinea
and Turkey each had a major quake; the
Soviet Union had two and China three.
Two giant quakes struck the Kermadec Is-
lands in the South Pacific, and one hit
Mindanao in the Philippines. And this
was not all the earthquake activity
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world wide during the months of 1976.

Since quakes can be so dangerous and
death-dealing, what would you do if you
heard a broadcast warning that there
would be a destructive earthquake in your
locality within the next day or two? But
can scientists really predict earthquakes?
How seriously, for example, should peo-
ple living in southern California take the
recently publicized warnings that a dan-
gerous bulge has been developing in that
area?

Beginnings of Earthquake Prediction

A few earthquakes already have been
correctly predicted. One of the first suc-
cessful forecasts was made by Dr. James
H. Whitcomb, a geophysicist at the Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology. In Decem-
ber 1973 he predicted that within three
months an earthquake would occur east
of Riverside, California, and that it would
have a magnitude of 5.5 or more on the
Richter scale. As predicted, a tremor was
recorded on the following January 30, cen-
tered about 30 miles (48 kilometers) east
of Riverside. However, it read only 4.1
on the Richter scale.

Later that year, at an informal gather-
ing of geologists in northern California on
the evening of November 27, scientists of
the Menlo Park laboratory of the United
States Geological Survey said that a quake
of about magnitude 5 was to be expected
on the San Andreas Fault near Hollister,
possibly the next day. The very next after-
noon, Hollister was shaken by a tremor
of Richter rating 5.2.

By far the most striking earthquake
forecast till now was reported from China.
On February 4, 1975, Haich’eng, in Liaon-
ing Province in northeast China, was hit
by a strong earthquake of magnitude 7.3.
The city was destroyed, but there was lit-
tle loss of life because seismologists had
foreseen the quake and the people had
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been alerted to the danger. A general
evacuation had been ordered and a mil-
lion persons in the area left their houses.
Barely five and a half hours after the fi-
nal warning, the destructive shock struck.
Though thousands of houses were de-
stroyed, only some 200 persons were Killed.

Learning of the timely Chinese warn-
ing, people in other areas subject to earth-
quakes wonder why such forecast service
cannot be provided there also. What signs
enable seismologists to say that an earth-
quake is imminent? What kind of instru-
ments do they use? How much would peo-
ple be willing to disrupt their routine of
life in response to earthquake alerts? And
what would be the effects of false alarms?

Preliminary Movements of the Crust

For one thing, to predict a quake geolo-
gists watch for signs of deformation of
the ground’'s surface. It is believed that
large plates of the earth’s outer crust are
slowly moving over its surface. Geological
“faults” exist where two plates come in
contact. Where one plate juts into another,
the ground may be thrust upward. On the
other hand, where one plate slides past
another, there may be a horizontal dis-
placement of lines crossing the fault.

Such movements amount to only a few
inches a year, and so are not obvious.
However, they can be detected by accu-
rate surveys made over a period of years.
The so-called Palmdale bulge, north of
Los Angeles, California, is an area of some
4,500 square miles (12,000 square kilome-
ters) that is being uplifted. It now stands
as much as 10 inches (25 centimeters)
higher than it did fifteen years ago. This
suggests that strain is building up that
will be relieved eventually by an earth-
quake.

Farther north along the San Andreas
Fault in California, surveys have shown
for many years that the ground on the
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west side is inching north against the
ground on the east side. In the neigh-
borhood of the city of Hollister, this move-
ment is effected by a more or less regular
succession of small quakes along the fault.
Still farther north, where the fault cuts
through San Francisco, such activity is
lacking. Here it seems that the two sides
of the fault have been locked together
since the great quake of 1906. If this is
true, it leads to the ominous conclusion
that when the accumulating strain reaches
the limiting strength of the rocks, it will
be relieved suddenly in another disastrous
quake.

Ordinary surveying methods can tell the
seismologist where an earthquake is liable
to occur, but they can give only a rough
idea as to when it will happen, or how
strong it will be. Recently, the laser has
been put to use for precise surveying in
the Hollister area. With this, movements
of “bench marks” on opposite sides of the
fault can be measured much more pre-
cisely. Consequently, small movements
can be detected sooner. This promises to
help to sharpen the prediction of the time
of quakes.

Seismic Precursors

The most valuable indicators in earth-
quake prediction at present are based on
analysis of seismograph records of small
earthquakes or man-made blasts (as in
rock quarries). Seismologists long have
distinguished two kinds of signals in the
transmission of shock waves through the
earth’s mantle. One kind is called the P-
wave. It travels by compression of the rock
in the direction that the wave is moving.
The other, called the S-wave, is trans-
mitted by sideways compression, perpen-
dicular to the direction of the wave. P-
waves travel faster through the rock than
S-waves, and so they appear first on the
seismograph.
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In 1971 Soviet scientists reported that
they had found that the P-waves are
slowed down for some time before a large
earthquake. The speed is reduced begin-
ning some weeks or months beforehand, but
it suddenly returns to normal just hours
or a few days before the quake. Going
back over their past records, United States
scientists verified this observation. In fact,
they found that there had been a drop in
velocity of P-waves three and a half years
before the destructive quake at San Fer-
nando, California, in 1971. This phenome-
non was the basis on which the Riverside
tremor of 1974 was successfully predicted.

In regions that are seismically active,
usually there are frequent small quakes, of
magnitude 3 or 4—so small that they are
not noticeable without instruments. It has
been found that these minor tremors may
stop, resulting in a calm period of some
months, and then resume just before a
large quake. Hence, by carefully monitor-
ing the records of seismographs installed
throughout a region under surveillance,
scientists may get an early warning as
well as an urgent signal of a destructive
earthquake.

Other Warning Signals

Other types of measurement that may
be useful in predicting the times and mag-
nitudes of earthquakes are based on labo-
ratory studies of rocks. As a rock is put
under more and more stress, it shows signs
of strain long before it breaks. The rock
seems to begin swelling as tiny cracks



form and grow in it. This

changes several properties

of the rock, which can be

measured, not only in the

laboratory, but also in the

earth’s crust. Among these ef-

fects are: (1) an increase in

volume of the rock; (2) a change

in its electrical resistance; (3) ac-
companying changes in the local
magnetic field; and (4) an increase

in permeability to gas or water. All

of these suggest possible measurements in
the field that may give precursory signals
of impending earthquakes.

When the rock swells, it may shift po-
sition slightly. A tiltmeter (like a carpen-
ter’s level, only much more sensitive) can
be placed in the rock to indicate such a

8

such de-
vices spotted along the San
Andreas Fault for some 53
miles (85 kilometers) gave
the precursory indications on
which the Hollister forecast
of November 1974
chiefly was based.
The electrical re-
sistance of rocks in a
seismic region can be
measured by feeding
current into electrodes
set in the ground sev-
eral miles apart and by
measuring the voltage
on other electrodes. Stud-
ies in the U.S.S.R. show that
a decrease in resistance may
occur gradually over a period
of several months before an
earthquake. Sometimes the
change is reversed shortly be-
fore the quake. Similarly, an in-
strument to measure the earth’s
magnetic field to a precision of
one part in a hundred thousand may in-
dicate an impending quake by unusual
readings. Magnetic changes had been seen
before the Hollister tremor.
The increase in porosity of rocks before
they rupture seems to fit in with the ob-
servation that more radon than normal is
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found in well water before a quake. Radon
is a radioactive gas that is produced by
traces of uranium in the rocks. When
cracks develop under growing stress, more
radon can escape into the ground water.
Instruments to detect this emanation are
extraordinarily sensitive and can be used
to monitor wells throughout a seismic re-
gion.

The swelling of rock also seems to ex-
plain changes often observed in water level
of wells before a quake. All that these ob-
servations require is that someone keep
watch on the selected wells and report any
changes. A team of amateurs in Japan
claims to be able to foretell quakes by this
method alone.

There have been stories that animals
behave strangely just before a quake. It
is said that horses become skittish, dogs
run away from home, rats leave buildings
and chickens will not go to roost. In the
wild, squirrels and birds migrate and
snakes leave their holes en masse. At zoos,
monkeys panic, peacocks scream, swans
leave the water, and pandas moan and
dance. Such accounts are taken seriously
in China and are included with the more
“scientific” data in forecasting earth-
quakes. Some Western scientists now are
becoming more inclined to study animal
behavior as another possibly useful quake
precursor.

Programs for Earthquake Forecasts

All in all, it appears that scientists are
approaching the ability to predict earth-
quakes. However, it is one thing to solve
the basic scientific problems involved, and
it is quite another to provide earthquake
forecasts to all parts of the earth where
they may be wanted. Earth scientists
point out that the financial support pro-
vided in the United States for research on
earthquakes has been very small. And ac-
tually deploying the needed instruments
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over large areas will be even more expen-
sive. Also, large staffs of scientists and
technicians may be needed to watch the
instruments and analyze the records.

However, suppose we have reasonably
reliable earthquake predictions. What are
we going to do with them? Some have
worried that the prediction might throw
people into such panic that the resulting
damage would be as bad as that caused
by the quake itself. While such fear may
be exaggerated, what about false alarms?
Suppose a large city suspends or curtails
its normal industry and commerce for
an earthquake alert, but nothing happens
after a day or two and the alert is lifted.
Imagine the complaints voiced over eco-
nomic losses!

Some persons might even argue against
warning the public about an earthquake.
When Dr. Whitcomb told the newspapers
that a damaging quake might hit the Los
Angeles area within a year, a city council-
man talked about bringing a damage suit
against him because real-estate values
would be depressed by his announcement.

What Would You Do?

How would you react to a credible earth-
quake prediction? Would you alter your
routine of life to increase your chance of
survival, in case the prediction proved
true? What steps could you take?

You could arrange for your family to
sleep in an open space. If you have camp-
ing equipment, such as a tent, sleeping
bags, portable lights or a stove, you could
put them to good use. If you have a car,
you might leave it outside the garage, in
the driveway or the street. It would be pru-
dent to put some drinking water in con-
tainers in a secure place. Also, some
canned or packaged food could be placed
where it would be accessible if your dwell-
ing collapsed. You would be wise to avoid
going near or into large buildings. If you
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live in an individual house, do you know
where the gas and electricity can be turned
off, to reduce the risk of fire from broken
wires and loosened pipes?

If you live where a disastrous earth-
quake is not unlikely, some precautions
would be worth while, even if a quake
struck without warning. You could keep
emergency equipment and supplies where
they would be accessible if your house
collapsed. With your family, you could
plan alternate ways of escape from your
house or apartment if the usual exits
were blocked. You could always keep a

HE year was 33 of our Common Era.

The place? Jerusalem. One of Jesus
Christ’s disciples had just spoken admir-
ingly of the fine buildings in that ancient
city’'s temple area. But in response Jesus
declared: “Do you behold these great
buildings? By no means will a stone be left
here upon a stone and not be thrown
down.”—Mark 13:1, 2.

With that declaration in mind, Jesus’
apostles Peter, James, John and Andrew
later approached Christ on the Mount of
Olives. “Tell us,” they asked, “When will
these things be, and what will be the sign
when all these things are destined to come
to a conclusion?” As Jesus then explained,
that “sign” would have a number of fea-
tures. Citing one of these, Christ said:
“There will be earthquakes in one place
after another.” Or, as the gospel writer
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flashlight where it is readily available.

As Jesus Christ foretold, destructive
earthquakes can be expected to continue,
“in one place after another,” until this
present “system of things” comes to its
end. (Matt. 24:3, 7) In the meantime,
if earthquake forecasting becomes a real-
ity, you would be wise to take such warn-
ings seriously. Even now, if you live in a
threatened area, it is prudent to plan what
you would do if a large earthquake struck
without warning. The Bible says: “Shrewd
is the one that has seen the calamity and
proceeds to conceal himself.”—Prov. 22:3.

Luke puts it: “There will be great earth-
quakes.”—Mark 13:3-8; Luke 21:11.

And So It Occurred

Earthquakes, large and small, did take
place prior to the destruction of Jerusa-
lem and its temple by the Romans in 70
C.E. A “great earthquake” took place in
the vicinity of Jerusalem on the day of
Jesus’ resurrection, when an angel de-
scended from heaven and rolled away the
stone that had been in front of Christ's
tomb. (Matt. 28:1, 2) Quite some years
later, while the apostle Paul and his as-
sociate Silas were imprisoned at Philippi,
their prayers and songs of praise to God
were answered by means of a “great
earthquake.” It opened the prison doors
and loosened all the prisoners’ bonds. This
occurrence led to the conversion of the
jailer and his household to Christianity.
—Acts 16:25-34.
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Yet, other earthquakes occurred prior to the de-
struction of Jerusalem and its temple in 70 C.E.
Wrote the noted Bible commentator Albert Barnes:
“Many of these are mentioned as preceding the
destruction of Jerusalem. Tacitus mentions one in
the reign of Claudius, at Rome; and says that, in
the reign of Nero, the cities of Laodicea, Hierapolis,
and Colosse, were overthrown; and the celebrated
Pompeii was overwhelmed, and almost destroyed by
an earthquake, Annales, 15, 22. Others are men-
tioned as occurring at Smyrna, Miletus, Chios, and
Samos.”

Not Just Dead History

Assuredly, then, “great earthquakes” did occur
before 70 C.E. But is that all there is to Christ's
prophecy? No indeed. Jesus’ prophetic words about
earthquakes have special meaning for people of the
twentieth century. This is evident from the nature
of the question Jesus was answering. The gospel
writer Matthew put the query this way: “Tell us,
When will these things be, and what will be the
sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the
system of things?”—Matt. 24:3.

Accordingly, Jesus answered with his future pres-
ence also in mind. Since that presence would be
associated with “the conclusion of the system of
things” existing at that time, his reply also pointed
to the distant future. (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43) So,
while earthquakes did precede the end of the Jewish
system of things back in 70 C.E., a far greater
future fulfillment was certain as regards Jesus’ fore-
cast: “There will be great earthquakes.”

Jehovah’'s Witnesses have learned through Bible
study that Jesus Christ's presence as heavenly King
and the “time of the end” for the present system of
things began in 1914 C.E. (Dan. 12:9) But what
about the foretold earthquakes?

Interestingly, for a period of 1,059 years (856 to
1914 C.E.), reliable sources list only 24 major earth-
quakes, with 1,972,952 fatalities. But compare that
with the accompanying partial list citing 43 in-
stances of earthquakes, in which 1,579,209 persons
died during just the 62 years from 1915 to 1976
C.E. Here, year by year, are the locations of some
of the quakes of this period, along with statistics on
the fatalities:
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YEAR LOCATION DEATHS
1915 1taly .o 29,970
1920 China.... 180,000
1923 Japan.... 143,000
1927 China.... 200,000
1932 China.... 70,000
1933 USA. . . e, 115
1935 India (now

Pakistan). . . . 60,000
1939 Chile..eiiiiiiees 30,000
1939 Turkey ..... 23,000
1946 Turkey .o 1,300
1946 Japan...... 2,000
1948 Japan ... 5,131
1949 Ecuador
1950 India...........
1953 Turkey
1953 Greece
1954 Algeria....... 1,657
1956 Afghanistan 2,000
1957 Iran (Northern) 2,500
1957 Iran (Western) . . 2,000
1960 Chile.iciiiieee, 5,700
1960 MOrocco......ccccuvuene 12,000
1962 lran ... 10,000
1963 Yugoslavia. 1,100
1964  Alaska .cccvevcveiennns 131
1966
1968 ,
1970 Turkey . 1,086
1970
1971
1972 Iran . 5,057
1972 Nicaragua. ... 6,000
1973  Mexico (Western) . . 52
1973 Mexico (Central) . . 700
1974 Pakistan ................. 5,200
1975 China
1975 Turkey v 2,312
1976 Guatemala. . . . 23,000
1976 1taly . 900
1976 Bali .o 600
1976 China.... 655,235
1976 Philippines. . .. 3,373
1976 Turkey .ceveeinnne 3,790

The dramatic upsurge in
earthquake activity since 1914
helps to prove that we are living
in the time of Jesus’ presence.
These mighty temblors fulfill
his prophecy:

“There will

great earthquakes.”
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N THE few minutes that it will take

to read this article, thousands of tons
of a marvelous building material will have
appeared on earth. Though of great
strength, generally it is very light in
weight. It is economical to buy. It is read-
ily available to almost all peoples of the
earth. Its appearance is absolutely beau-
tiful. Yes, earth’s forests continually yield
an unending supply of usable wood.

How was such a strong, light, economi-
cal, available and beautiful material ever
designed? It was the product of our Cre-
ator. Wood was indeed designed for man,
intended for his use. Can you picture in
your mind the beautiful colors and grains
of walnut, mahogany, oak or maple? Or,
can you smell the scent of freshly cut pine
or aromatic cedar? Truly, wood and the
ability to work with it are gifts of a loving
Creator.

Woodworking in Early Times

Both secular and Bible records mention
woodworking early in man’s history. Many
saws used in the ancient past have been
found. Some were made of stone, others
of iron. One of the oldest stone saws was
discovered at Ur of the Chaldeans, in Mes-
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opotamia. These early

saws were made of ob-

sidian, a volcanic

glass, and are only

about two inches (5

centimeters) long. It is be-

lieved that they were made by

the Sumerians, inhabitants of southern
Mesopotamia, even before Abraham’s day.

One of the oldest iron saws was found
at Nimrud, near Nineveh. In shape it is
very similar to saws used today. There
may have been many iron saws, but since
iron oxidizes rapidly, only a few have sur-
vived the ravages of time. Pictures of saws
appear on Egyptian monuments, and
bronze saws and rasps of ancient Egypt
have also been found. They are distinctive
in that the teeth point backward, as op-
posed to saws today in the Western world.
Interestingly, many Oriental lands to this
day use saws with backward-pointing
teeth.

At Exodus 35:33, the Bible tells us that
God's spirit aided Bezalel in his crafts-
manship, “in working of wood to make in-
genious products of every sort.” It certain-
ly would be interesting to see some of his
wood products. And without a question
we would also enjoy seeing some of the
products made by Jesus of Nazareth, who
once was a worker in wood. (Mark 6:3)
Although this is not possible, today many
museums contain pieces of furniture that
are centuries old. Have you seen any of
these beautiful products? They add testi-
mony to the fact that woodworking has
been very widespread throughout man’s
history.

Woodworking is still widespread today.
You may be planning to make something
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out of wood yourself. If so, will you be
using hand tools or electric power tools?
What principles should you keep in mind
in order to do the work safely?

Some Simple Safety Facts

Simple nonelectric hand tools may seem
quite safe. However, even such common
tools as hand knives, wood chisels, hand-
saws and hammers can be used in an
unsafe way. For example, one
young woodworker, while trying to
free a wooden handle from a tool,
drove the straight claw of his ham-
mer into the wood. When it still
would not split, he picked up
another hammer and drove
the first hammer farther in-
to the wood by striking it
on its face. Results? A loud
bang, a sharp pain in his
nose and quite a bit of
bleeding. By striking the
two hammerheads togeth-
er he had caused a ‘steel
explosion,” and a steel par-
ticle struck him in the nose
about an inch from his eye as if fired from
a gun.

So observe these safety precautions:
Steel hammers should never be pounded
face to face. Also, wear safety eyeglasses
when hammering hardened nails into con-
crete.

Another young man cut his eye while
working in close quarters with a long, thin
screwdriver. Hence, care should be exer-
cised to keep your face a safe distance
away from the tools with which you are
working.

When using sharp cutting tools such as
wood chisels or hand knives, one cardinal
rule is always to cut away from yourself.
It is not easy to remember this rule when
a person gets engrossed in cutting a piece
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of wood, but it can prevent some very
serious accidents.

To illustrate: A putty knife may not
seem very dangerous. Yet, while using one,
a worker nearly lost use of part of his
hand permanently. He was applying pres-
sure when the putty knife slipped and
slashed his other hand so deeply that ten-
dons were cut. A block of wood can be
clamped to a worktable and used as a

“stop” to keep the wood
from moving when you use
chisels or knives. You may
also grasp the wood in your
hand, but always keep your
cutting hand out farthest
from your body, cutting
only in the direction away
from yourself.

When using a metal-cutting
hacksaw, it is best to use one
having a handle that completely
encloses your hand. If the blade
breaks, your hand will be more
protected than with the open
pistol-grip type. In purchasing
saws, screwdrivers, pliers, ham-

mers and other tools for home use, it is
much better to buy those of good quality.
They not only give better service and
are less expensive in the long run, but,
more importantly, are safer to use.

Safe Use of Electric Tools

Electric woodworking tools are often
used. It is very important that careful
thought and great care be taken with
them, for they can inflict serious wounds.

Perhaps the most common electric tool,
aside from drills, is the power handsaw.
A good scripture that might be posted in
your workshop is the one at Ecclesiastes
10:10. It says: “If an iron tool has be-
come blunt and someone has not whetted
its edge, then he will exert his own vital
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energies. So the using of wisdom to suc-
cess means advantage.” Especially in the
case of a power handsaw, the blade

be kept sharp to run easily and safely.
The machine is very dangerous if the
blade becomes dull, for instead of cutting
the wood fibers, the blade tends to climb
on top of them and acts as a wheel, pro-
pelling the saw in your direction at a very
fast speed.

Clamping a straight edge (a straight
narrow board) near the line you want to
cut, and then sliding the base of your elec-
tric saw along it, will ensure a safe cut,
for this will keep the saw from binding.
When the saw binds, it comes back at you
in what is called a “kickback.” Generally,
it is good to keep both hands on the saw.
Have the piece you are cutting in a solid,
safe position and always maintain good
footing. The operator of an electric hand-
saw should always keep in position so that
if the saw Kkicks back, he can maintain
control of it. A key to the safe use of
electric hand tools is: Always think ahead
about what could happen before it occurs.

Sometimes a larger woodworking ma-
chine such as a table saw is used. This fine
machine can do great amounts of cutting
safely and quickly. It is not the most
devastating of large woodworking ma-
chines, but it is one with which accidents
most commonly occur. Here again, a very
important safety step is to keep the blade
sharp. The few minutes taken to sharpen
it are well worth the time spent. Most
areas of the world require that machines
of this type have a guard over the blade.
This is a great protection.

A basic principle to keep in mind when
operating the table saw is to keep a contin-
ual watch on where your hands are as
you use the machine. Be sure that the
floor is kept clean so that you do not slip.
The greatest danger in operating table
saws comes from “kickbacks.” With that
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in mind, never place your hands in any
position where they will be dragged into
the blade in the event that the wood kicks
back at you. This means that you must
not put your hands on the portion of the
saw table that is on the side of the blade
away from the operator (the back side
of the saw). The saw blade should be kept
approximately one quarter of an inch
(6 millimeters) above the material that
you are cutting. Keeping the blade this
low will minimize the chance of your being
injured.

The “grain” refers to the fibers in the
wood, which may be pictured as long and
narrow, and usually lying in the same di-
rection as the length of a board. “Ripping”
a board means cutting it in the same di-
rection as the grain or fibers. “Crosscut-
ting” means cutting across the fibers or
grain. When ripping (cutting a board
lengthways), as you feed the material
through the saw your eyes should be down
where you can see your hands, the blade
(covered by the guard) and the fence.
(The fence is the clamping metal straight-
edge against which you guide the wood
through the saw. This is called a ripping
fence. Another fence, called a miter gauge,
which slides in a groove in the saw table,
is used in crosscutting.)

As you pass the wood through the saw,
it is important not only to watch your
hands and the blade, but to keep your eyes
mainly along the ripping fence. By watch-
ing that the wood does not creep away
from the fence, you will protect yourself
against kickback. Some have the practice
of doing “freehand” cutting. In this case,
the operator uses neither the ripping fence
nor the crosscut fence for support, but
rests the wood on the table and guides it
into the blade with only his hands holding
it. Never allow yourself to succumb to the
temptation of doing this. Kickbacks very
often occur with this kind of cutting. Rath-
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er than attempting a freehand cut on a
table saw, you should use a band saw or
an electric jigsaw to make the cut. The
few seconds saved by the freehand cut
are not worth the time lost and the injury
suffered should an accident occur. Also,
do not use the crosscut fence and the rip-
ping fence at the same time, as wood can
bind between them. You should use either
one or the other, but material should not
be cut on a table saw without using a fence
to stabilize it.

In the event that you must make a
small cut that requires removal of the
table saw’'s guard, what should you do?
Use a wooden push stick so that your hand
does not have to come close to the blade.

Another good thought on safety: Do
not operate high-speed power equipment if
you are very fatigued. Most accidents hap-
pen late in the day when workers are
tired. Never yield to the temptation of
hurrying with your machinery.

Then, too, do not attempt to cut badly
warped or twisted boards on a table saw,
since they almost invariably bind and kick
back. They should first be straightened on
a jointer. It is a very good practice never
to stand with your face directly in line
with the turning saw blade. If a knot
comes flying out of the wood, it may be
hurled at you at over 100 miles (160 Kilo-
meters) an hour! Stand slightly to the
right or to the left of the saw blade’s
thrust. And it is a very good idea to wear
safety glasses.

Other Helpful Safety Hints

Here are some other thoughts on home-
shop safety. When using power hand drills,
make sure that you are not standing in
water, unless you are wearing rubber
gloves and leak-proof rubber boots; other-
wise you could be electrocuted if there is
a short in the wiring. In operating a drill
press, clamp down the material being
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drilled, or clamp down a stop block for
protection. This will keep the press from
pulling the piece out of your hand and
hitting you with it. Never use an electric
grinding wheel without wearing a face
shield or safety glasses. More than one
worker has suffered permanent eye dam-
age when a small piece of metal flew up
and entered his eye. Also, the wheel could
break and fly into your face.

Usually, women do not operate power
woodworking equipment at home. But oc-
casionally women use electric power tools
themselves, and when they do they too
should observe these safety rules.

Fathers should give their sons good
instruction on safe use of hand and elec-
tric tools. School instruction classes also
are very good, as is home study through
various fine books on safe woodworking.

It is important for a person who enjoys
working with wood to develop good habits
in using his tools. Someday his thoughts
may wander for a moment while he is
working. Then, without thinking, his good
habit will take over and automatically he
will make the safe movement, never put-
ting his hand in the wrong position. So
get safe work habits clearly in mind. Al-
ways make yourself follow them and they
will afford you the pleasure of safe home
woodworking.

The prospect of making things of wood,
both now and in the future, is a pleasant
one. But let us make sure that we observe
the safety precautions in connection with
such work. Actually, safe practices are
associated with proper reverence of God.
If we lack sufficient knowledge about what
we are doing, and we are careless, we are
not showing appreciation for the life God
has given us. How vital, then, that we do
our woodworking in the best and safest
manner! This shows respect for God, the
Creator, and it will be for our own good.
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Human Language

T tn ig u ¢ (fy t

By "Awake!” correspondent in Ivory Coast

TRANSLATING machine once took

the English expression “out of sight,
out of mind” and rendered it in another
language as “invisible idiot”! Did that
mean that the machine had snapped a
gear? No. It was making a very pardon-
able mistake. And it was also highlighting
one of the many factors that make human
language unique among known methods
of communication—its complexity.

To the machine, “out of sight” was, in
a certain sense, to be invisible. To be “out
of [your] mind” was to be mad or an
idiot, and yet “out of sight, out of mind”
does not mean “invisible idiot”! It is this
sort of thing that gives inventors of trans-
lating machines headaches.

Of course, it is not only complexity that
makes human speech unique. There are
many other factors involved—so many
that some scientists maintain that, instead
of labeling man homo sapiens (“man with
wisdom”), it would be more appropriate
to label him homo loquens (“man who
talks”).

But someone may protest: “Have they
forgotten all the recent research in animal
communication systems? Man speaks, yes.
But so do animals, in their own fashion.
Dolphins whistle, bees dance, birds have
distinctive call notes and some can even
imitate human speech. And what about
the monkeys that have recently learned
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some ‘sign’ language? Although their
way of communicating might not work in
quite the same way as man’s, surely the
purpose and results are the same, are they
not?”

Well, yes and no. Yes, they do communi-
cate; and no, as a rule the purpose and
results are not the same. Much research
has gone into this question. The different
call sounds made by creatures as varied
as gibbons, geese and dolphins have been
catalogued—in some cases even worked in-
to a sort of vocabulary. Gibbons apparent-
ly have nine calls or so and dolphins more.
Dolphins even appear to have different
“dialects,” according to where they live.

Yet, there are several vital differences
between man’s speech and that of the ani-
mals—even beyond the obvious fact that
human language is immeasurably more
complex. One difference is . . .

The Intention to Communicate

When they use their own call signs, do
animals or birds consciously intend to
communicate with one another as humans
do? Or is the sound merely an instinctive
reaction to their momentary situation?
Konrad Z. Lorenz, a world-renowned au-
thority on animal behavior, claims that
they do not intentionally communicate, al-
though they often appear to.

Should a jackdaw, for example, be
AWAKE! — FEBRUARY 22, 19Tt



alarmed while feeding, it will fly up into
the air uttering a warning “Kia, kia” cry,
and any fellow jackdaw hearing that cry
will fly up automatically also. The perfect
coordination of the warning cry and the
reaction of the other birds creates the im-
pression that they are talking and under-
standing a language of their own. But not
so, explains Lorenz in his book Solo-
mon’s Ring:

“The animal, in all these sounds and
movements expressing its emotions, has in
no way the conscious intention of influenc-
ing a fellow-member of its species. This is
proved by the fact that even geese or jack-
daws reared and kept singly make all these
signals as soon as the corresponding mood
overtakes them.”—P. 77.

When a man uses the voice signals that
he has learned, he intends to convey some-
thing to his hearers (unless, of course, he
is singing in the bath!) and he will stop
if he notices that no one is listening. The
jackdaw, however, does not care if another
is listening. It merely emits the sound as
an instinctive reflex action, just as a man
will yawn when tired. This highlights an-
other difference with man’'s speech . . .

Mobility of the Signal

Most animal signals are not what lin-
guists (students of language) call “mo-
bile,” or separable from the situation that
prompts the signal. The gibbon, for ex-
ample, uses its danger call only when dan-
ger actually exists.

Animal signals are also fixed in the
sense that the animal does not, in general,
listen to the sound it makes and then try
to modify it into another sound. Certain
birds, it is true, are able to mimic sounds
that are not in their inborn “vocabulary.”
They can learn to copy sounds made by
other birds, or even those made by man,
like the parrot that says, “Pretty Polly!”

However, Lorenz insists that birds rare-
ly manage to associate consciously even
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one of the word sounds that they had
learned with a certain action, and then
never to any practical purpose. One old
gray parrot called Geier, who had quite a
large “human” vocabulary (including say-
ing “Auf wiedersehen!” in a deep benevo-
lent voice whenever anyone got up to
leave), never did learn to say “food” when
he was hungry and “drink” when he was
thirsty.

This lack of “mobility” is even more
noticeable with the bees’ dance. This is a
sort of sign language akin to semaphore
flagging, and men have even succeeded in
using it to communicate with the insects.
The explorer bee indicates distance to the
flowers by the speed of his dance (thus
showing the effort required), and direction
by its axis in relation to the sun.

However, this is all that can be trans-
mitted. Each sign, the “meaning” of which
is fixed, cannot be separated and used in
other ways for little chats about “How’s
the weather over there?” or “Seen any
beautiful flowers lately?” Thus we come
to another difference of human speech .. .

Makeup of Language

The big deficiency of animal codes is
that they lack the creative capacity that
enables humans to produce and under-
stand sentences that they have never heard
before, and that may never have even been
uttered before. This is due to the way hu-
man language is made up.

Speech has what is called a double struc-
ture. By that we mean that human utter-
ances can be broken down into smaller
units: first, into units of meaning or single
words, and, secondly, into sound units,
called phonemes. Phonemes can be used
to construct other words having nothing
to do with the original one.

Suppose, for example, that an animal
had a call sign for meat. Now that call,
whatever it was, would mean meat and
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nothing else. But the English word

not only can be used to signify the flesh
of an animal, but also can be separated
into three distinct sound units or pho-
nemes: m, e and t. Those three phonemes
can then be used to make all sorts of other
words: teem and me, as well as eat, tea,
meaty, and so on.

Thus fewer than fifty sound units in
English have been combined to make up
over half a million word units, and new
words are being formed all the time. The
words, in turn, can be combined to form
an infinite number of sentences. This
brings us to another facet of language
composition—the idea of grammar.

Grammar is the makeup of language in
another sense: the network of relation-
ships between individual words and the
rules governing those relationships. Know-
ing or sensing the rules lets us make these
different combinations and produce under-
standable sentences, despite our maybe
never having heard any exactly like them
before. And just think of the complexity!

Even a simple sentence, for example,
will consist of at least one subject-
predicate relationship. In the sentence
from the children’s story, “This little pig
went to market,” the subject or one talked
about is “This little pig.” What is said
about him, namely, that he “went to mar-
ket,” is the predicate. Animal codes do not
link thoughts in this fashion.

In contrast with animals, not only can
humans grasp this and all the other gram-
matical relationships of word groups, but
we can also vary them to express differ-
ent points of view. For example, we can
affirm that the little pig went to market,
but we can also deny it, simply by mak-
ing what is called a negative “transfor-
mation”: “This little pig did not go to
market.” We can change it from past to
present: “This little pig is going to mar-
ket.” Or we can make it a question: “Did
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this little pig go to market?” One simple
sentence is thus the basis for a great many
others that we do not have to learn indi-
vidually. But making such transforma-
tions also requires another ability . . .

Objectivity

To make the transformations required
by everyday life, the speaker must be able
to keep his distance, so to speak, from the
message, not relating each element only
to himself. This is called “objectivity.” In-
stead of being able to say only “I put the
blue box on the red box,” for example, the
objective communicator is able to say
“The blue box is on the red box.”

Hence, when things go wrong with the
human brain, the ability to make objec-
tive transformations often fails. Due to
this, some schizophrenics, for example,
have difficulty in making the negative
transformation. Given the sentence “He
will eat apples,” and being asked to make
it negative by adding not, they will often
produce “He will eat pears,” or oranges
or some other fruit, instead of “He will
not eat apples.”

Although certain chimpanzees have
been trained to use simplified sign (not
spoken) systems that men have invented
for them after hundreds of hours of train-
ing, they still have very limited ability
to make such objective transformations.
They cannot go beyond the objectivity of
about a two-year-old child. But remember
that what little control human babies have
at that age develops without any special-
ized training at all! And their ability to
use all the progressively more complex
language procedures in just a few more
years leaves the chimps far, far behind.

Source of Language

Noam Chomsky, a prominent linguist,
has suggested that this unique language
ability must, to a certain extent, be innate
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or “built in” from birth. How else, he asks,
are we to explain the rapidity and com-
plexity of language development in small
children with as yet undeveloped powers?
Adults who try learning a new language
can appreciate the enormity of their ac-
complishment.
Says the Encyclopaedia Britannica:

“It is, therefore, clear that all normal
humans bring into the world an innate
faculty for language acquisition, language
use, and grammar construction.... The hu-
man child is very soon able to construct
new, grammatically acceptable sentences
from material he has already heard; unlike
the parrot in human society, he is not lim-
ited to the mere repetition of whole utter-
ances.”— 1976 ed., Macropaedia, Vol. 10, p.
650.

Animals do not have this *“built-in”
sense for language acquisition. Even the
highly trained chimpanzees of recent fame
have used only simple sign systems de-
vised by humans, while their own natural
communications are generally mere re-
flex signals, largely single calls and ges-
tures. And such primates, though claimed
by evolutionists to be “members of the
animal kingdom nearest to man geneti-
cally,” actually “have proved highly re-
sistant to the acquisition of [vocal]
speech.”—I1bid., p. 649.

If human vocal language does not find
its roots in the animal kingdom, then how
did it get started? Was it through the
grunts, groans and wheezes of some primi-
tive evolutionary man in an effort to com-
municate with others of his kind? “We
might then expect to find such a language
in use among primitive and backward
groups with a low standard of civilization,”
wrote Columbia University language pro-
fessor Mario Pei. But “such is emphatical-
ly not the case. The opposite is rather true.
The tongues of primitive groups are, as a
rule, complex in structure, while the lan-
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guages of the more civilized groups ap-
pear to be more complex and involved the
farther we go back into their history.”
—Voices of Man, p. 21.

Language more complex as we go back
in time? That certainly does not sound
evolutionary, does it? This point has been
observed by honest linguists. For exam-
ple, John Lyons, when introducing the ar-
ticle “The Biology of Communication in
Man and Animals” by J. C. Marshall in
the book New Horizons in Linguistics,
wrote:

“Marshall gives a summary of the avail-
able evidence and draws the conclusion that
the evolutionary hypothesis, as it relates
to language, far from being confirmed by
recent research, is without empirical [ob-
servational] foundation.”— 1970, p. 229.

In fact, Lyons continues: “Language is
radically different from all known forms
of animal communication, and ‘in spite of
the vast accumulation of knowledge, schol-
ars are still unable to propose a biologi-
cal theory of language’ (p. 241).” Simi-
larly, Professor Pei notes that “it is small
wonder that linguists, as apart from phi-
losophers, have renounced the topic of
language’s origin, to the point where the
Societe de Linguistique of Paris banned
this subject as a topic for papers.”—Voices
of Man, p. 22.

Why is the subject of language origins
so frustrating to linguists? Is it not be-
cause all the solid evidence points in a
direction that they do not want to go—
away from evolutionary theory? Thus Pei
says: “This part of the problem, it seems,
is insoluble. ... If [language] arose by
‘nature,” what do we mean by ‘nature’?
Blind chance? An intelligent Supreme Be-
ing?”"—Ibid.

Will your answer to that question also
be shackled by evolutionary bias? Or will
you accept language for what it is—a mar-
velous and unique gift from the Supreme
Being, whose name alone is Jehovah?
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EAST IS EAST
and
WEST IS WEST

By “Awake!” correspondent
in Taiwan

HEN a friend extends his hand toward
W you with the palm down and motions

downward with his fingers or his whole
hand, what does it mean? This depends on
whether he is an Oriental or an Occidental. To
the Oriental it unmistakably means “Come
here!” But to the Westerner it likely means
“Stay there!” or, perhaps, “Get down!” There
are many little things that make East and
West different.

Western manners generally dictate that a
person should keep his mouth closed when
chewing and avoid making undue noise. A new
missionary in Japan found that this did not
please her host, a doctor with whom she was
studying the Bible. When remaining for a
lunch of noodles after completing the study,
she tried to eat quietly and to use the chop-
sticks skillfully. Finally, in disgust, the doctor
remarked, “You cannot even make a noise when
you eat noodles, can you?” The surprised mis-
sionary explained that, while they were tasty,
she found it hard to eat quietly but was trying.
He then pointed out that she should be making
a noise—the more she would slurp the better,
for it would show that she was enjoying the
noodles! It took some effort to adjust her
thinking, but eventually this missionary learned
to slurp her soup and noodles quite well. But
five years later she came up against another
problem. On a visit to the country of her
relatives, she shocked them with her slurping.
Again she became aware of the fact that there
is a difference between East and West.

Similarly, burping or belching after a meal
to show satisfaction is usually frowned upon in
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the West. But, in Taiwan and other Oriental
lands, such things are excellent compliments on
the quality and quantity of the food.

There is even a marked difference in the way
tools are used. The Oriental carpenter pulls the
plane, while the Western carpenter pushes it.
For the Westerner the cutting stroke of a hand-
saw is the pushing stroke, but for the Oriental
it is the pulling stroke. Correspondingly, the
saws differ. The Western saw is heavier and
longer than the Oriental one and is wide near
the handle. The Eastern saw is wider at the far
end and usually has two sets of teeth, fine on
one edge and coarser on the other. In view of
the finished product, though, both tools have
their merits and serve equally well to get the
job done.

“Ladies first” is a common expression in the
West. An Oriental waitress who is not too
accustomed to serving foreigners, however, may
suddenly stop serving the man first and em-
barrassedly excuse herself as she moves things
to the female customer's place first. Yes, in the
Orient the man comes first in almost all things.
He is the first to enter a door or a vehicle. In
earlier days, a wife would not walk alongside
her husband but would walk a step or two
behind him. While this has disappeared almost
completely now, it is still customary for the
man to precede the woman.

These examples illustrate why it has been
said that 'East is East and West is West and
never the twain will meet." But adjustments can
be made that can make people with varying
customs feel right at home with one another.
This has been the experience of Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses serving as missionaries in foreign fields.
They have come to realize the importance of
not insisting on holding on to the customs of
their native lands but appreciating those of
other peoples. They strive to imitate the exam-
ple of the apostle Paul, who said of himself:
“Though I am free from all persons, | have
made myself the slave to all, that | may gain
the most persons. And so to the Jews | became
as a Jew, that I might gain Jews ... | have
become all things to people of all sorts, that |
might by all means save some. But | do all
things for the sake of the good news, that I may
become a sharer of it with others.” (1 Cor. 9:
19-23) In so doing, these missionaries have also
found that adjusting to varying customs can
add interest and color to one’s life and promote
a wholesome spirit of friendship and under-
standing.
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LTHOUGH you probably don't know

me personally, it is possible that you
have been a guest in my parents’ home.
That is, if you are part of those audiences
that have visited here by television. The
home has been used in filming movies and
TV programs, including one that recently
won several Emmy Awards.

The film companies usually pay between
$1,500 and $2,500 a day rental. The house,
constructed around the turn of the cen-
tury, and located in southern California,
contains approximately fifty rooms. To
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build it today would likely cost
between one and two million
dollars.

It certainly is a showpiece
of elegance in every sense of
the word—filled with price-
less antiques and Oriental
rugs, many rooms beautifully
paneled with mahogany, some
overlaid with pure gold. It has
a seventy-five-foot-long for-
mal ballroom, an inside swim-
ming pool and many bedrooms.
Outside are the formal gar-
dens and a private tennis court.

A Favored Early Life
From my childhood to man-
hood my parents were always
very generous with me; | had
more materially than | really
needed. They bought me beau-
tiful automobiles and paid for
an extensive education, includ-
ing a complete law-school ed-
ucation. They were equally
generous with my
younger brother.
He owned twenty
automobiles before
he was old enough
to drive!

My father
worked very hard in his earlier years to
provide for us what he considered “the
finer things of life.” He taught me all
about investments, wishing that 1 would
become a millionaire. So that was my
goal, and there was no doubt in my mind
that | would eventually reach it.

We were a very close family and did
many things together. Often we would
spend weekends on one of our family
yachts. But my parents were also inter-
ested in my receiving religious training.
So | was sent to the Lutheran church on
Sundays.

21



With all this material wealth surround-
ing me, you may think that I must have
been very happy. Actually, just the oppo-
site was true.

Sources of Unhappiness

One thing that bothered me was that
many of my friends admired me for what
I had materially, and some sought my as-
sociation merely for that reason. Although
I enjoyed the recognition that came with
being a rich man’s son, | never became in-
terested in the “social world.” | hated the
snobbishness of so many of these people.

Having a terrible inferiority complex,
I had trouble relating to people. To help
to overcome this, | became very interested
in physical activity. Later | competed suc-
cessfully in wrestling and other sports.
Eventually | entered physique contests and
was used as a model for art classes. | en-
joyed all the recognition that | was re-
ceiving.

In time my inferiority complex came
to be replaced by conceit and arrogance.
Girls | regarded merely as objects to be
used for my own selfish pleasure and this
companionship involved immoral living.

Disillusioned with the world, 1 lost all
trust in people outside my own family.
| felt that | needed something that | was
not receiving, although | didn't know what
it was. More and more | realized how great
the gulf was between “pleasure” and “hap-
piness.” People might think how “lucky”
I was, and how they would gladly “trade
shoes with me,” but | couldn't imagine
anyone’s being more unhappy than | was.

“The one ‘key’ that I
lacked was the
‘key to happiness.
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As a result, for a time my mind became
preoccupied by thoughts of suicide. In a
remote room of the mansion | would cry
and pray to God to help me to find what
I needed most. | had a good education,
good physical health and offers for high-
paying jobs. | had the “keys” to open
many doors materially, but the one “key”
that I lacked was the “key to happiness.”

Religion an Answer?

I had given up on organized religion
as the means for finding happiness, since
I could see through their hypocrisy. For
years it had been apparent to me that the
churches had been keeping people in ig-
norance so as to take from them what they
could materially. 1 also felt that many
things the churches were doing were con-
trary to the Bible. For example, once |
attended a nude wedding that was pre-
sided over by a nude minister! | thought
to myself, “This man is a bigger hypo-
crite than even | am.”

Nevertheless, | had great interest in the
Bible and often read it privately. One day
a young boy came to my home with the
Watchtower and Awake! magazines. | ac-
cepted them, and later he sent back two
women to talk with me. | invited them
in with the intention of exposing their
foolish beliefs. Instead, we had an enjoy-
able discussion. At the close of it, they
asked if they could send a young man
about my age to visit me, a proposal that
I welcomed.

On the evening of our appointment the
young man arrived and was directed to
wait for me in the upstairs library. | had
studied books against Jehovah’s Witnesses
and felt that | was well prepared to ex-
pose his religion. However, after speaking
to him for about thirty minutes, | was
amazed at how much he knew about the
Bible. He spoke with authority and yet
with unusual humility and concern for me.
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Although not having the formal education
that I had, he explained the superior edu-
cational program that he was enjoying
through his religion. This impressed me
very much, and my respect for Jehovah's
Witnesses grew.

He quickly confirmed my own thought
that the Bible was indeed divinely inspired,
and later helped me to understand many
Scriptural teachings. Due to my previous
training in the Lutheran Church, | be-
lieved that the Bible taught a Trinity—
that Almighty God consisted of three per-
sons in one God. | also believed that
humans had an immortal soul. Every week
for about three months the young man
and | discussed all the scriptures from the
Bible that I felt supported these teachings.

After a careful comparison | was con-
vinced that | had been a victim of false
teaching in my former church. Another
point that | had difficulty in accepting was
that a Christian’s responsibility is to re-
main politically neutral. (John 17:16; 18:
36) | felt that citizens of a country should
defend their flag to the point of being
willing to die for it. But in this respect
I had actually been a hypocrite, since |
personally had no desire to be involved in
the military and was willing to do when-
ever | could to avoid it.

Indecision, Then Change

Although 1 studied the Bible for some
time and could see how reasonable its
teachings were, | hesitated to do anything
about it. To do so would require giving
up my immoral life. So, a battle was going
on inside me.

Meanwhile I met a beautiful girl with
whom 1 fell in love. Unlike me, she was shy
and considerate and she was very good to
me. On the other hand, | treated her poorly
and told her I would marry her only if she
wouldn’t object to my other female inter-
ests. In spite of that, we got married
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“1t seemed that we
were heading for
a broken marriage.”

and went to Europe on our honeymoon.

My wife was from a very religious fami-
ly and we continuously had discussions
dealing with what | had been learning.
She began to see that my interest in the
Bible was not just a casual one, since |
was absorbed in studying it several hours
a day. | slowly started making changes,
trying to live a morally clean life and en-
deavoring to control my temper. You
might naturally expect that these changes
would bring the approval of my wife and
family. But just the opposite was the case.

As my interest in Jehovah's Witnesses
grew, my wife for the first time expressed
sorrow at having married me. Even my
own family sided with her, and it seemed
that we were heading for a broken mar-
riage. My father told me that if | did this
to my wife—meaning if 1 became one of
Jehovah’'s Witnesses—he would cut me
off without a cent.

I was determined, however, to hold on
to the Biblical wisdom | was gaining,
which was the most valuable possession
I had ever acquired. For once in my life,
I was beginning to become truly happy.
Over and over | would read Proverbs 3:
13-15, which states: “Happy is the man
that has found wisdom, and the man that
gets discernment, for having it as gain is
better than having silver as gain and hav-
ing it as produce than gold itself. It is
more precious than corals, and all other
delights of yours cannot be made equal
to it.”

Realizing True Happiness
In time my wife decided to study the
Bible with me, and she began to accept
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and apply the things she was learning.
Happily, we both were baptized as Jeho-
vah’'s Witnesses on November 21, 1970,
thus symbolizing our dedication to Jeho-
vah God. My wife soon entered the full-
time witnessing work. About a year later
I decided to do the same, rather than begin
full-time work in a law office.

Since my parents were opposed to my
decision, | decided that it would be better
to leave the mansion and move into a
small apartment. With such a drastic
change in our way of life, we had to lower
our personal standard of living. |1 sold my
auto collection, and we bought one eco-
nomical car and a bicycle.

Time often softens even the greatest
disappointments. Eventually my family
could see that my wife and | were truly
happy and our Witness friends seemed to
be decent, moral people concerned with
helping others. It was evident that, being
stable people, Jehovah's Witnesses do not
suffer from alcoholism, which is common
among the rich.

After some time my parents both agreed
to study the Bible with me, and occasion-
ally, when | have the privilege of perform-
ing a wedding or delivering a public Bible
talk, they even come to a Kingdom Hall
of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Also, | have been
able to conduct Bible studies with a num-
ber of maids who have worked in their
home. The eighty-nine-year-old caretaker
of the estate now regularly attends Chris-
tian meetings. This makes me very happy,
since he has been like a grandfather
to me.

Both my wife and | have learned to be
content with little materially, just as we
now could be content with an abundance,
since we have found the “key to happi-
ness.” “Doors” now are opened to us that
never were before. We have peace of mind
and friends who love us as if we were
members of their own family. But most
importantly, we are content knowing that
we have a good relationship with our
Creator.— Contributed.

Wealth and Happiness

Commonly, people think that

if they accumulate wealth they

will be happy. But time and again this has proved to be a fallacy.
A Hollywood actress recently explained:

“I've had my taste of wealth and all the material things. They
don’'t mean a thing. There's a psychiatrist that goes with every
swimming pool out here, not to mention divorces and children who
hate their parents.”—New York Sunday News, Nov. 28, 1976.

Wealth alone will

never bring happiness. Something else

is re-

quired. Long ago a wise man identified this as “godly devotion along

with self-sufficiency.”
recorded in the Bible:

“For we have brought nothing

The man noted further,

his words being

into the world, and neither can

we carry anything out. So, having sustenance and covering, we shall
be content with these things. However, those who are determined to
be rich fall into temptation and a snare and many senseless and
hurtful desires, which plunge men into destruction and ruin. For the

love of money is a root of all

sorts of injurious things,

and by

reaching out for this love some have been led astray from the faith
and have stabbed themselves all over with many pains.”—1 Tim.

6:6-10.
24
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BEnhiaas

By “Awake!” correspondent
in South Africa

>|RDS some-
B Times pick
unusual places in
which to live.
One such place is
situated on the famous South African Reef
near Johannesburg. It is only a few miles
from the country’s main international
airport, with jet planes thundering over-
head. It lies in a busy, industrial area and
is almost surrounded by factories. It is
the grounds of the Watch Tower Society’s
office, printing factory and Bethel home
for volunteer workers in South Africa.
Indeed, this area hardly sounds like a
suitable place for birds, does it? But on
these grounds there are no cats, no boys
with slings, no men with guns. And there
are several features that birds enjoy—a
lawn, plenty of shrubs and flowers and a
beautiful fishpond with lilies. Moreover,
tall poplars and a row of high, sturdy
acacia trees provide fine roosting and nest-
ing places for the local feathered popu-
lation.

By Way of Introduction
Let me introduce you to some of our

colorful, winged friends. Meet Willie, the
weaverbird—a handsome little fellow! His
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head, chest and underparts
are a bright yellow and his
mantle is yellowish green
streaked with brown. On
his face, Willie wears a
striking black mask. In
fact, officially he is known
as the masked weaver, a
type of finch. And what a
cheerful character! He
sings his gay, sizzling song
almost all day long.

Then we have our bok-
makieries, a type of shrike.
But they are very different from the
common shrike or butcher-bird. Both
Mr. and Mrs. have a light-yellow chest and
underparts, with brownish-green back and
wings. They wear a smart, black “bow
tie” around the neck. From their throats
come the most melodious notes and varied
calls. For that matter, the bokmakieries
are famous for their vocal duets. He sings
a little phrase and she comes back with a
different one. Their very tuneful songs
can make early morning rising a little
easier.

Pigeons and doves are very plentiful in
South Africa. Their gentle cooing is a typi-
cal and delightful feature of the country-
side. We at Bethel enjoy their presence
too. Especially charming are the laugh-
ing doves, with their dainty appearance
and soft call “cooroocoo-co-co00-c00.” Very
soothing indeed!

Also much appreciated by the Bethel
family are the Cape wagtails with their
smart black-and-white pattern of plumage.
We enjoy their cheerful whistle and sweet
canary-like song. They are friendly little
birds and have been with us for many
years. Of course, those aggressive little
house sparrows are here as well and add
their excited twittering to the early morn-
ing bird chorus.

«ED
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Poor Willie!

Yet do these feathered friends actually
make nests and bring up families here?
Yes, they do. But first hear the rather
sad story of Willie the weaver. Interest-
ingly, the male of this species builds the
nest. And it is quite a nest! Using tough
grass, he ties two or three overhanging
twigs or shoots together, and then weaves
a round, compact structure with the open-
ing underneath. To enter it, the little birds
have to do some aerial acrobatics in order
to land at the entrance upside down!

Now, with the nest completed, comes
the crucial moment. Mrs. Weaver-to-be is
invited to make an inspection. According
to an expert on bird life in South Africa,
the main reason that a female masked
weaver rejects a nest is that she is not
ready to lay eggs. If she accepts, before
long there will be eggs and, later, babies
to be fed. What an interesting sight is a
colony of these round grass nests! There
they are swaying gently in the breeze,
with busy parents flying in and out.

Willie, however, was a pioneer, trying
to start a new colony. It was fascinating
to watch him build his first nest. Then
came the great moment of inspection.
What a shame! After a brief visit, his lady
friend just flew away. Poor Willie! Fol-
lowing the usual behavior pattern of the
species, he dismantled the whole nest,
piece by piece. For the next day or two
he was very quiet. But optimism prevailed
and he tried again. Another failure!

No less than seven times in his first
season, Willie built nest after nest. Each
time a female came to inspect his beak-
work, Willie was just a bundle of nerves!
While the lady made her checkup in a cool
businesslike manner, he would fly from
branch to branch or perch with wings
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fluttering, not knowing how to contain
himself.

During his second season Willie already
has made more unsuccessful attempts. As
yet, there is no weaverbird colony. Poor
Willie must think that females are difficult
creatures! Nevertheless, he provides con-
siderable entertainment for the members
of the Bethel staff who live near his
planned nesting site.

In contrast, many of our feathered
friends have successfully reared their fam-
ilies in the Bethel grounds. The bokma-
kieries have furtively made nests and fed
their babies in a thick hedge near the
fishpond. Now and then we see young
doves in the garden. They look so gentle
and tame, flying away only when one
comes very near. The sparrows usually
make their untidy nests in the crossbars
of the electric poles in the front, unaffect-
ed by the noisy traffic passing below. It
is quite a sight to observe them feeding
their fledglings on the front lawn. With a
pampered air, the young ones flutter their
wings helplessly, waiting for Papa and
Mamma to pop tidbits into their beaks.

Lately, the Bethel staff has increased
considerably. A large extension to the
building is being constructed to keep pace
with the expansion of the Kingdom-
preaching work. With the regular mem-
bers and volunteer builders, the Bethel
family now numbers about 180. We all
look upon Bethel as an oasis of peace, se-
curity and happiness in the midst of a
world wracked with fears and dangers.
Apparently, the birds like these environs
too. We are happy to have them with us.
Our feathered friends give us a little fore-
glimpse of that day, now so near, when
God will bless mankind with peace as well
as complete harmony with birds and
beasts.
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O MANY, the idea that
men once lived for sev-
eral centuries sounds like
fiction. They do not take it
any more seriously than
"The Sumerian King List,”
which reads in part:
“When kingship was low-
ered from heaven, kingship
was (first) in Eridu. (In)
Eridu, A-lulim (became)
king and ruled 28,800
years. Alalgar ruled 36,000
years. Two Kkings (thus)
ruled it for 64,800 years.”
While not giving such
fantastic figures, the Bible
does indicate that there
was a time when men lived
far longer than today. For
example, we read of Adam,
Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Jared,
Methuselah and Noah liv-
ing to be each more than
900 years old. (Gen. 5:5, 8,
11, 14, 20, 27; 9:29) Was
this really the case?

A person might reason,
‘How could men of ancient
times have lived for cen-
turies when very few today
live to be even as much as
a hundred years of age? It
is impossible.” In this con-
nection, it may be noted
that no one can say just at
which point the human life-
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Did Men Once Live for
HUNDREDS OF YEARS?

span comes to its ultimate limit. The Encyclopcedia Bri-
tannica (1976 edition, Macropsedia, Vol. 10, p. 911)
states: “The exact duration of human life is unknown,
although there is presumably a maximum life-span for
the human race established in the genetic material. At
first thought, this statement seems irrational. Surely no
human being can live 1,000 years. Even though all may
agree that the likelihood of an individual living 1,000
years is infinitesimal, there is no scientific proof that
this statement is or is not true.”

Accordingly, from a scientific standpoint, no absolute
evidence can be presented to prove or to disprove what
the Bible says about the long life-span of certain men
in ancient times. The Biblical statements, therefore, stand
on their own merit. Does the context in which they ap-
pear show that they are indeed factual?

Some persons have concluded that the years listed in
the Bible for these men must have been shorter, perhaps
only a month in length. But this does not agree with the
context in which the Bible mentions the age at which
men such as Kenan and Mahalalel died. We read: “Kenan
lived on for seventy years. Then he became father to
Mabhalalel. And after his fathering Mahalalel Kenan con-
tinued to live eight hundred and forty years. Meanwhile
he became father to sons and daughters. So all the days
of Kenan amounted to nine hundred and ten years and
he died. And Mahalalel lived on for sixty-five years. Then
he became father to Jared.” (Gen. 5:12-15) If we were to
replace the word “years” with “months,” this would mean
that both Kenan and Mahalalel became fathers before
they were six years old. This certainly is unreasonable.

That the years were, not thirty-day months, but prob-
ably twelve thirty-day months is evident from what the
Bible says about the Flood. The deluge started “in the
six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month,
on the seventeenth day of the month.” (Gen. 7:11) The
ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat five months
later, “in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of
the month.” (Gen. 8:4) According to Genesis 7:24, this
was after “the waters continued overwhelming the earth
a hundred and fifty days.” Since five months equaled
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“a hundred and fifty days,” one month
would he thirty days long. Furthermore,
the Bible specifically mentions the “tenth
month” and thereafter one forty-day time
period and two seven-day time periods.
(Gen. 8:5, 6, 10, 12) Then, “in the six
hundred and first year [of Noah's life], in
the first month, on the first day of the
month, it came about that the waters had
drained from off the earth. . . . And in
the second month, on the twenty-seventh
day of the month, the earth had dried off.”
(Gen. 8:13,14) Obviously there is no basis
for claiming that from the 600th year of
Noah’s life to his 601st year was only
about one month. No, a full lunar year of
twelve months and ten days was involved.

That men once lived for hundreds of
years is in full harmony with the con-
text of the entire Bible. From the Holy
Scriptures we learn that the first man
Adam was created perfect. He had set be-
fore him the prospect of an endless life-
span. The beautiful garden home in which
he was placed contained everything needed
for human life to be sustained indefinitely.
In the first book of the Bible, we read:
“Jehovah God made to grow out of the
ground every tree desirable to one’s sight
and good for food and also the tree of life
in the middle of the garden.” (Gen. 2:9)
That “tree of life” represented God's guar-
antee of continued life to those entitled to
partake of it. When the first man Adam
disobeyed God’s law, he forfeited his right
to eat of this tree and, therefore, was ex-
pelled from his delightful paradise home.
—Gen. 3:22-24.

At the same time Adam, through his
disobedience, ruined his perfection and
this shortened his life-span and that of his
descendants.—Rom. 5:12.

In the perfect state, Adam’s body had
the potential of being sustained forever
and that would also have been true of
other sinless humans. So, since man was
created to enjoy an endless life-span, it
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logically follows that Adam and his early
descendants must have lived far longer
than their later descendants who were far-
ther removed from perfection.

This is exactly what the Bible shows to
have been the case. After the great flood
of Noah’s day that occurred over sixteen
centuries from the time of Adam’s cre-
ation, human life expectancy dropped
sharply. Among those born after the
Flood, life expectancy continued to decline
more gradually. This can be seen by con-
sidering the following chart.*

Name Age at Death
Adam 930
Seth 912
Enosh 905
Kenan 910
Mahalalel 895
Jared 962
Methuselah 969
Lamech 777
Noah 950
Shem 600
Arpachshad 438
Shelah 433
Eber 464
Peleg 239
Reu 239
Serug 230
Nahor 148
Terah 205
Abraham 175

Some 300 years after Abraham’s death
the average human life-span had dropped
some more, so that Moses could say: “In
themselves the days of our years are
seventy years; and if because of special
mightiness they are eighty years.” (Ps.
90:10) These words regarding average
life-expectancy still apply today.

Hence, according to the Bible, men once
did live for centuries. This is of more than
passing interest. It testifies to the fact that
God’s original purpose for man was that
he might enjoy an endless life-span. This
purpose will yet be realized when Jehovah
God fulfills his word to bring into exis-
tence an earth free from sickness, pain
and death.—Rev. 21:3, 4.

= Based on Genesis 5:5, 8. 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, 31; 9:29;
11:10-25, 32; 25:7.
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Is Forced Voting Democratic?
# In discussing recent local
government elections, the New
Nigerian newspaper noted edi-
torially that a society’s degree
of democracy is often mea-
sured by the extent to which
the right to vote is guaranteed.
But what if ‘‘citizens are co-
erced into exercising this
right”? Says the New Nige-
rian: “[That] society’s claim
to democracy is laid bare.

“This is why all the hair-
splitting in some quarters
about the refusal of members
of the Jehovah['s] Witness [es]
to vote . .. seems uncalled for,”
declares the editorial. “We be-
lieve that the Jehovah['s] Wit-
nesses have not committed any
crime. So long as an individual
or a group of individuals . . .
pay their taxes, do not engage
in any unlawful activity and do
not disturb peace and order,
democracy demands that they
are left in peace and given
state protection—even if such
an individual or group chooses
not to vote.”

“Underestimation” of Flu Toll
<$ A recent book, Epidemic
and Peace: 1918, reveals some
new and startling information
about the Spanish influenza.
The author notes that the usual
fatality figure is given as 21
million. However, he says that
this is “probably a gross under-
estimation,” for that many
could well have died on the

Indian subcontinent alone. His
research indicates that the
October 1918 death rate there
was “without parallel in the
history of disease.”

“Psychics” Flop

<> Results of predictions by 10
prominent American “psy-
chics” were recently compared
with results of those by 10
Harvard nonpsychic under-
graduates made at the same
time. University of Minnesota
Sociologist Gary Alan Fine re-
ports that there was apparent-
ly no difference in the predict-
ing ability of the two groups.
In fact, the Harvard men did
slightly better.

That professional fortune-
tellers can hit well wide of the
mark is also indicated in the
predictions by the noted “psy-
chic” Jean Dixon for 1976:
“The Republican nominee [for
president] will be Ronald Rea-
gan . . . Another nut will try
to assassinate President Ford;

he will resign, and Nelson
Rockefeller will fill out his
term.”

Dutch Job Idea

<> With 60 percent of youths
who finished school last sum-
mer still out of work, the
Dutch government decided to
act decisively. “Duojobs” were
created. Two youths are hired
for each job opening. “How
they divide up the work is left
to them and the employer,”
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says a Social Affairs Ministry
official. Half of the wages and
half of the unemployment cov-
erage goes to each youth.

“Christians” and the Nazis
<% The “Why” of Nazi-era sa-
dism, often called the Holo-
caust, has caught growing at-
tention from scholars and
clergymen recently.
< Historian Michael D. Ryan
of Drew University in New Jer-
sey says that “no one can lay
claim to the good points of
Christianity without facing the
Holocaust.”
< Ryan’s colleague in the new-
ly formed National Center for
Holocaust Studies, Franklin
Littell of Temple University,
adds that “6 million Jews were
killed by baptized Christians
in the heart of Christendom.
There would not have been a
Third Reich if Protestants and
Catholics had not betrayed
their baptism.”
= Boston Unitarian minister
Carl Scovel, who lectures on
the subject, says that his re-
search indicates that the Prot-
estant churches “made a super
amount of compromises” with
the Nazis. Among much evi-
dence of Catholic compromise,
aside from the July 1933 con-
cordat with Hitler, is the fact
that “the present Pope was the
head of the passport division
of the Vatican, which handed
out visas and permits right and
left to known Nazis after the
war, getting them to South
America.” Scovel marveled: “It
was just amazing.”
e On the other hand, Scovel
reported that “the group that
suffered the most were the Je-
hovah’s Witnesses. They were
amazing. They were adamant.
.. They didn’'t make compro-
mises—an impressive group.”

Fish on High

9% Two recent fossil finds indi-
cate that water once covered
the earth quite differently from
the way it does now.

« In the middle of Montana, at
6,000 feet (1,828 meters) above
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sea level, researchers have
found skeletons of 64 species of
sharks! The report in the Den-
ver Post says that it is believed
“there was rapid sedimentation
in the ancient sea, quickly
burying dead fish before they
could be broken up. Some of
the sharks are so well pre-
served that the remains of
shrimp can be found in their
stomachs.”

e The fossil skeleton of an
ancient whale, said to be about
24 feet (7.3 meters) long, also
was found about 1,600 feet
(487 meters) up in the Santa
Monica Mountains of Califor-
nia.

Worldly Goods

A major Italian magazine,
L’Europeo, asserted recently
that the Vatican and its reli-
gious orders own at least one
fourth of the property in
Rome. Vatican observers are
said to have acknowledged that
the report “appeared within
reason.” l/Europeo also said
that some of the Vatican'’s real
estate in the financially belea-
guered city had been sold at
huge profits without paying
Italian taxes.

Birds on a Binge

# Hundreds of drunken birds
plagued motorists in southern
Sweden early this winter, div-
ing at windshields and sitting
on the roads. The waxtails had
indulged in the year’s abundant
supply of their favorite food,
rowanberries, which were fer-
menting on the plants. “The
waxtail is usually a shy bird
during the late spring mating
season,” said a Swedish bird
watcher, “but undergoes a
Jekyll and Hyde transforma-
tion in the winter migrations.”
He notes that when a group of
the now “extremely sociable”
birds spy a good crop of
rowanberries, “they’ll not leave
until they've finished the lot.”

“Practice” Marriage Harmful
<> Does living together before
the wedding assure success in

30

later marriage? Apparently
not, according to an associate
professor of sociology at Ohio
State University. Before her re-

cent study, she had thought
that such “trial marriages”
might be helpful. But inter-

views with 100 couples con-
vinced her that living together
may actually be harmful to
later marriage. She said that
“living together creates a
whole new set of problems that
they wouldn’'t have had if they
had gotten married in the first
place.” On the other hand, she
noted, couples who do not live
together before marriage are
“a bit happier, and their mar-
riages are more successful.”

Saving the Acropolis

<€ Monuments in the famous
2,500-year-old Acropolis of Ath-
ens “have been subjected to
the attacks of armies, vandals
and trophy-hunters, in peace
and in war,” says Greece—A
Monthly Record. “They sur-
vived. But those dangers were
nothing compared to the inno-
cent but uncontrolled ravages
of the last 40 years.” Priceless
marble figures are eroding, ac-
cording to experts, due to rain
mixed with modern atmospher-
ic pollution. Erosion of the
base rock, and millions of
visitors, also are taking their
toll. Among other measures,
the government has decided to
replace some of the marble
figures with fiber-glass casts
and put the originals in the
Acropolis Museum.

Hardly a Saint

Vatican research on possi-
ble beatification of Spain’s
15th-century Queen lIsabella is
now complete. “Beatification”
declares that a person is
blessed in heaven and may lead
to sainthood. “There is evi-
dence that she was a woman of
intense piety,” according to a

Vatican source. How did she
display her piety? One way
was by her establishing “the

Spanish Inquisition which per-
secuted Jews and heretics,”

notes the United Press Inter-

national report.

Crossed Purposes

<> The American Cancer Soci-
ety’s newsletter recently con-
tained an ad promoting a ten-
nis tournament sponsored by a
cigarette company. A woman

with a tennis racket in one
hand and a cigarette in the
other was featured. “It's like

having Alcoholics Anonymous
running a bar,” complained the
former chairman of a Florida
Stop Smoking Clinic.

‘Churches Spread Revolution’
<> “The churches have spread
more revolution on this con-
tinent [Africa] than Che Gue-
vara, Lenin and Mao Tse-tung,”
said a Zambian politician re-
cently. Upon hearing about this
comment, a Spanish priest in
Rwanda responded: “Why not?
We've been in the business
much longer.” The report on
this from the New York Times
notes that “two of the four
major black nationalist leaders
in Rhodesia, Bishop Abel Muzo-
rewa and the Rev. Ndabaningi
Sithole, are Methodist minis-
ters.”

Meanwhile, in a number of
South American countries
Church-State relations are in
trouble. Clergymen have been
arrested and government offi-
cials excommunicated. The
clergy “have no intention of
letting up on [their] social in-
volvement,” according to Vi-
cente Faustion Zazpe, arch-
bishop of Sante Fe, Argentina.

Giant Dam Completed

<> The recently finished Tar-
bela Dam across Pakistan’s
mighty Indus River is now one
of the world’s largest. It is
about 470 feet (143 meters)
high, almost two miles (3.2
kilometers) wide and contains
186 million cubic yards (142
million cubic meters) of earth-
fill. Citing hopes for the dam,
a Pakistani engineer said:
“We've always said that the
monsoon—good one year, bad
another year—was beyond our
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control. But now, for the first
time, we can control nature
here, and that could change
the face of Pakistan.”

South Seas and Betel Nuts

<> The U.N. trust territories of
Palau and Yap are islands
administered by the United
States. But a Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) ban on
sales and the shipping of betel
nuts has aroused some ire
among the natives. Islanders
have little regard for the FDA
contention that betel nuts may
produce oral cancer, according
to a Palau official, because
American “cigaret manufac-
turers continue to ship their
deadly commodities over the
state lines.”

Paying the Victims

<% What amount of money will
compensate rape victims for
what they have gone through?
Great Britain’s Criminal In-

juries Compensation Board re-
cently set it at 1,000 pounds
($1,650) if there were “no sig-
nificant physical injuries and
average psychological reac-
tion.” A broken nose might
bring a victim 200 pounds
($330); a fractured jaw, 570
pounds ($942); and a lost eye,
5,000 pounds ($8,250). Since
the Board was set up in 1964,
it has paid out over 31 million
pounds ($51 million) in claims.

Religion in Cuba

< “Our only hope now is to
keep religion alive,” a Havana
Roman Catholic priest recently
told National Geographic mag-
azine. “Church attendance is
down to about one percent of
the population.”

Meanwhile three Kkinds of
voodoo worship are said to be
doing well. Due to government
restrictions on the number al-
lowed to join, thousands are
reportedly waiting to be ini-
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tiated into the groups. The
most numerous cult, writes a
Chicago Sun-Times reporter
who spent a month in Cuba,
“are the Santeros, who mixed
Catholicism with the cults” of
African slaves. “They matched
Catholic saints with African
gods.”

Back to Basics

<> Do the expensive education-
al theories introduced in U.S.
schools during recent years
really help students? A three-
year federal study just com-
pleted indicates that they do
not. In fact, it notes that
among the 30,000 students stud-
ied, those taught with less em-
phasis on the modern tech-
niques “showed the greatest
improvement” on standard
reading and mathematics tests.
The innovators fear that fed-
eral funding for their pet
theories may be hindered by
the report’s findings.

31



mnLu > d) oini botBit
-iotrxw .tluo sijof" nmdt taom
73Jloqgf -4 m u: oifiD
J fil Hti>d b tnoga o*iw

3& < ca \*odT ' .asvsl»nBohtA

t4.\ stains ollorfrnO..
v.2o>n

ot rfocil

*m-X7 wl> >iHU >
21T a* Egotibottni swioorft la
H55Y JK™mi vy.ivufi idoodoz
-me  Ja ‘e vhtfjr® Ao
ob v D 1?  >iBDibn botofq

-mo »aof rftiw Jri™uni spoilt tsi
-rfoof m born exit no ateerjq

In &erbl2 no "tneraavo-erml

~emod.tErfi bp ' grtibBiri
-bol ' ; r \esl notBvon'd orfT
e jte&t ‘iot “nhbfnjt Ij'O

- *.

?i709-n orfr

32

-at btaog aoijESfiogntoO r-jfin;;.
abnuog 000,t t£ ti toa vffcn
-gfa ortM3797/ 079ri' It (OO r?)
bnn n>hrrm fsoiavffq innoftin
-3jer leo;rio(Orvrz i we'e-y;>
trfbn 9>on narfoid A “.nob
bfiuog COE rr:Uor/ a *mhti
ora B[ b97*Jt9BIt 6 ;(0SE$)
97 t&ol a bns ;(£&$) nbrtuoq
o-:ra aor.2188?) abrmog 000.:,
d")or m qu Jj2 8BV flIOOH Sift
no: ltot ;>? 79 y>tuo bir = *ui ti

tdoO ni lipI™ifoir
ot rwon ogorf vjn° itio™ *
ift /sH b '07ifa nof~Nii*j%qoo.[
Yftrnosi taonq oiloritaD nsmoH
-36tn : : 5rtov=>A plot
ai oormbfialtB itoiurD*1 .onlxr>
lo tnsdioq onb uoda ot nwdfc

".rroi'tslugoq orll
to afenW 99idt oUriv/ineoM
od ot bias 07b glrfaffow ooboov
Jnomaiovo” ot 9UQ .1137/ ~nlofe
-Ib ifKfmrin orft no anoitoh- x
f. G sl-ns™u-ilt nio[ ot how 1
-7il Gl oi qrf=8 - qli

te-ut 9rii XA ~orr fuB .loll-.-

fTotBfr loitnoo nan ov/ .omit

o™nsdo r > Brie bx ; 0O
‘e<rai2r..rST lo . >rt 3At

lot a bnr B diaofe

abPXBJri,, "'mi> qoY bnB m?
b'"?hr. T odt vd .1-373 ‘uhrt«:

no /1 xd {AQr?} nbh£7JalnLn ! A
Isbd b. Mnig-iinV odt bna coh>
oii 'nmoa . apna F>§«ri -Ruri

1ACTS 3fit 9ot bqr~x 011Hi ovp. f

7 fno70b ' ®=Jr. - i>Er; >
o-jirjod u Si b b
ihdl old,; ot simin-oo oionm
9rir 7970 aoiJibommco \

n.2enU ojf>
a7 ot ia*l
tir vonorn tr- :=JCHIB tBil'W «

i"S W'y’ e or07 9.C-n5-r(iao»
tdquonrft ono”™ 97brf Wt tBrf.v
-rtl |1

AWTItfi?/ — FEBRUARY 22, 1977



