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2 0 0 Years of
INDEPENDENCE

July 4, 1776, the United States of
America was “born.” That was the
day when the thirteen colonies in North
America declared their independence from
Great Britain.

July 4, 1976, marks the 200th anniver-
sary of that occasion. The event has been
called the “Bicentennial,” from mean-
ing “two,” and centennial, meaning “hun-
dredth anniversary.”

In two hundred years the United States
has become the fourth-largest country in
the world, both in population and in land
area. Its population is now about 215
million.

But as nations go, the country is rela-
tively young. The first permanent Euro-
pean settlement was established by the
British at Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607.
Most of those early settlers came in search
of religious or political freedom, or to try
to improve their economic condition.

Revolution Begins

By 1776 there were thirteen colonies,
having a total population of about 2,600,-
000. But long before that year, antago-
nisms had been building between the colo-
nists and the British government of King
George m . Most of the colonists demanded
more political and economic freedom.
When it was not granted, they rebelled
and formed their own Continental Con-
gress.
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The first successful aggressive military
action by the American revolutionaries
took place in May 1775. Ethan Allen and
his “Green Mountain Boys” of Vermont
attacked the British fortress of Ticondero-
ga, New York. Allen demanded and got
the British to surrender “in the name of
the great Jehovah and the Continental
Congress.”

The next year, the Continental Congress
met at Independence Hall in Philadelphia.
There, on July 4, 1776, the Declaration of
Independence was approved.

Desired Freedoms

The Declaration spelled out the free-
doms desired. It embodied high and noble
ideals, stating in part: “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness—That to
secure these rights, Governments are in-
stituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed,
—That whenever any Form of Govern-
ment becomes destructive of these ends, it
is the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Govern-
ment.”

The Declaration also included protests
against Britain’s ‘refusal to pass laws for
the rights of the people, obstructing the
administration of justice, depriving in
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many cases the benefits of trial by jury,
plundering our seas, ravaging our coasts,
burning our towns, destroying the lives of
our people, and taking citizens captive and
forcing them into the King's service.
Finally, after eight bitter years of war,
a peace treaty was signed in 1783. All

HAVE

The Freedoms

TH the Declaration
Wof Independence in
1776, there begem an un-
usual, large-scale experi-
ment in human govern-
ment—modem democracy. At that time
most other nations were ruled by kings
or other forms of authoritarian control.

But the United States felt that only a
‘government by the consent of the people’
could protect the freedoms desired. These
included the freedoms of speech, religion,
press and assembly.

Such freedoms were proclaimed as “un-
alienable rights.” And in 1787 they were
incorporated into the official document
that was to be the foundation of the United
States—the Constitution.

What Does the Record Show?

The test of proclaimed ideals is how
well they work in actual practice. It is not
too difficult to write noble words on paper.
But it is something else to uphold them.

The historical record in this regard is
a contradictory one. In many cases the
proclaimed freedoms have been preserved
quite well. But in other cases the abuses

British forces were withdrawn. The United
States was now its own master.

What has happened since then? What
have two hundred years of proclaimed
liberty brought to the nation? Is its fu-
ture bright? What are the prospects for
a “Tricentennial”?

LASTED?

and neglect of basic free-

doms have been disastrous.

On the positive side, the

basic ideas involved in the

freedoms of speech, reli-

gion, press and assembly have been large-

ly maintained. At times, though, this has

meant a hard struggle through the courts

to obtain the freedoms the Constitution
provides.

A Struggle

In seeking to exercise religious free-
dom, minority beliefs have at times suf-
fered. For example, in the late 1930’s and
early 1940's Jehovah’s Witnesses were per-
secuted in the United States. Not only
mob action, but actions by certain biased
officials denied them their Constitutional
rights.

As a result, Jehovah’'s Witnesses had
to take many legal cases to the Supreme
Court of the United States. Happily, one
decision after another by this high court
pushed back the forces of oppression. Free-
dom of religion was maintained.

That freedom has been of real benefit
to the earth-wide preaching work of Je-
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hovah's Witnesses, since their world head-
quarters is located in the United States.
And there is no doubt that the basic free-
doms of religion, assembly, speech and
press guaranteed by the Constitution have
been important to all religions in the
country.

This contrasts with the situation in
many other lands. One needs only to think
of how such preaching work was sup-
pressed in Hitler's Germany. It is also not
possible to do such work openly today in
Communist countries, as well as a num-
ber of other dictatorial lands where the
free worship of God is banned.

Hence, there have been many intense
struggles to keep the basic freedoms peo-
ple want. In the United States, as of now,
they do still exist.

Better than No Freedom

It is better to tolerate abuses of free-
dom than not to have any freedom at all.
And an example of this is the Bicentennial
celebration itself. While many groups have
had dignified assemblies related to the
country’s 200th anniversary, others have
used it for selfish purposes.

U.S. News & World Report states: “If
everybody isn't careful, this year may be
remembered as the 200th anniversary of
the American huckster. Some of the hustle
and bustle to cash in on the Bicentennial
celebration is beginning to reach absurd
proportions.”

The newsmagazine reports that you
can buy Bicentennial “T-shirts, ice buck-
ets, copies of John Hancock’s chair, chips
from the timbers of the original Indepen-
dence Hall, replicas of George Washing-
ton’s pistols, Bicentennial bail-point pens,
a red, white and blue toilet seat, and a
garbage bag with a Liberty Bell on it.”

The Wall Street Journal also comment-
ed: “Sad to say, the Bicentennial has at-
tracted more than its share ... of vulgar
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commercialism decked out in patriotic
colors.”

It has also attracted tourists to historic
sites. In some cases the tourists have not
respected the rights of the people living
there. For instance, in a Philadelphia
neighborhood visitors have flocked down
historic streets, peeked into the windows
of homes of private citizens and littered
sidewalks and streets.

One woman, in desperation, said that
she finally found a way to keep the overly
curious tourists away. She said that she
took a page from the past and began to
get rid of her garbage in the same way
that some of her Colonial forebears did:
She threw it out her second-story window!
“If that doesn't keep the tourists away,
I don't know what will,” she stated.

In a few places, some have insisted that
workers must dress in certain colors, or
conform to certain styles of grooming to
observe the Bicentennial. But trying to
force people to do this is a violation of
the very freedoms the Bicentennial com-
memorates.

Of course, if an abuse becomes intoler-
able, there is recourse to the courts of the
land. Those courts are obliged to protect
Constitutional freedoms. But again, it is
better to have abuses of freedom than to
have no freedom at all.

Basic freedoms have been the privilege
for many in the nation, true. But the noble
ideals of freedom embodied in the Decla-
ration of Independence and the Constitu-
tion have sounded very hollow to others.
Who? And in what way?

Freedom worked well
for some, but its
abuses were disastrous
for others.



OF THE PAST

HERE have been serious problems in

making effective the promised free-
doms proclaimed in the Declaration of In-
dependence and the Constitution. Some of
these problems have proved very painful
and, in the eyes of some historians, have
brought a tragic stain on the history of
the United States.

One observer claims that during the Bi-
centennial most Americans are being fed
a sugar-coated version of their country’s
history. He noted: “It's just that there
are other truths to be told as well.” An
honest appraised of two hundred years of
history must include such truths.

One of them has to do with the free-
doms proclaimed on July 4,1776. The Dec-
laration of Independence had said “that all
men are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain un-
alienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi-
ness.” The Constitution guaranteed the ba-
sic freedoms of speech, assembly, press and
religion. Amendment 1V also said: “The
right of the people to be secure in their
persons, houses, papers, and effects,
against unreasonable searches and sei-
zures, shall not be violated.”

These are noble principles. And they
have been preserved to a considerable ex-
tent for many people. But historians show
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this has not been so
for all.

A Violent Past

For example, the set-
tling of what was to be-
come the United States
by European settlers
involved a violation of
nearly all those fine
principles. Those ideals
were demanded by the
European settlers, but
they were denied to those who were on
the land long before them.

The ‘right of the people to be secure
in their persons and houses and free from
search and seizure’ did not apply to the
Indians who had been on the land centu-
ries before the settlers. The fact of his-
tory is that the Indian populations were
largely crushed. Their lands and homes
were taken away. The decimated tribes
were forced onto reservations. And Indians
were not even given the right to vote in
all states until 1948.

True, the Indians were regarded as ‘sav-
ages.” They had indeed warred among
themselves, with one tribe often conquer-
ing another. And they fiercely resisted the
white man. But the question may be
raised as to whether Americans would
not have resisted with their might, just
as savagely, if during the Civil War from
1861 to 1865 a foreign power had regarded
such ‘intertribal warfare’ between North
and South as ‘savage’ and had invaded the
United States to ‘civilize’ the land.

Today, some Indian spokesmen are still
very bitter. Vernon Bellecourt, a leader of
the American Indian Movement, argues
that ‘Americans should look at the 200
years of their Government as 200 years
of deceit and shame.” He declared that
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American Indians should not celebrate the
Bicentennial because ‘we have nothing to
celebrate . . . ever since white colonists
began taking away the sovereign rights
and lands of the native Americans.’
Some authorities feel that the violent
American past has a bearing on the pres-
ent. The Denver Post related: “The most
serious point, it seems to be, is the ques-
tion about the nature of American society.
Certainly it has included since pioneer
days a great deal of violence. The centuries-
long ‘war’ against the American Indians
was itself a dreadful conditioner. Europe-
ans came as invaders and all too frequent-
ly fought their way into possession of oth-
er people’s land, destroying other people’s
societies. These elements of violence con-
tinued.”
There is another chapter that has pro-
duced pain and stains
during the American
past. It has to do with
the institution of slav-
ery.

WhySlavery?

When the early set-
tlers took over Indian
lands, they found them-
selves in possession of
vast areas with rich po-
tential. In the southern
colonies, the climate and
soil were good for the
growth of tobacco, rice,
sugarcane and cotton.

But who would do all
the work on these vast
lands? The relatively
small population of Eu-
ropeans was not enough.
And the type of work
was not very desirable
either. What was the

AWAKEI— JULY 8, 1976

answer? Black slaves,
Africa.

Many have wondered how a nation
founded on the principles that “all men
are created equal” and that all had the
“unalienable Rights” of “Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness,” and freedom
from “unreasonable searches and seizures”
could have condoned slavery. One of the
grievances noted in the Declaration of In-
dependence was the ‘taking of citizens cap-
tive and the forcing of them into the
King's service’ by the British. Yet, taking
blacks captive and forcing them into slav-
ery was condoned, and by the very indi-
viduals who wrote those noble words.

The problem demonstrates how deeply
ingrained selfish desires are in all man-
kind. And one such desire is to make a
lot of money, even at the expense of some-

kidnapped from

The first Europeans peacefully exchanged goods for what
they wanted. But soon their growing
demands were backed by force



one else. In the American past, it often
proved to be more powerful than the noble
principles, just as it so often proves to
be today.

Of course, slavery did not begin in 1776.
The first black slaves landed about 150
years earlier, in Jamestown. But by the
eve of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence in 1776, blacks numbered about

The fine principles of equality and freedom
did not apply to the slaves

500,000 out of a population of 2,600,000.
Well over 90 percent of the blacks lived in
the South.

Thomas Jefferson, who drew up the
rough draft of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, had spoken out against slavery
when he was a young lawyer. But he had
slaves himself. Regarding this, Ebony
magazine says: “That he could do so while
reaping the benefits of slavery was typi-
cal of the bright young revolutionaries
of the times.” Sources state that Jeffer-
son had over 200 slaves at Monticello, his
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estate of thousands of acres in Virginia.

Patrick Henry, though speaking of slav-
ery as repugnant, nevertheless said: “I am
the owner of slaves of my own purchase!”
The answer as to why may be found in
his next sentence: “1 am drawn along by
the general inconvenience of living here

without them.”
Two years
later, Patrick
Henry deliv-
ered his famous
speech wherein,
regarding the
coming break
with Britain, he

declared: “Give
me liberty or give
me death!” No

doubt many black
slaves felt similar
sentiments.

Finally
Abandoned

Ferment over
slavery grew.
Many people saw
its basic injustice
in a nation that
claimed to cham-
pion freedom.

Many Americans, claiming to be follow-
ers of Jesus Christ, found it hard to har-
monize the perpetual enslavement of fel-
low humans with Jesus’ famous “Golden
Rule,” which said: “All things, therefore,
that you want men to do to you, you
also must likewise do to them.”—Matt.
7:12.

By the time of the Civil War, which
began in 1861, the United States was made
up of thirty-four states. Of these, fifteen
were slave states. Eleven of them broke
off to form the Southern Confederacy;
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four slave states joined the Northern
side.

In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln is-
sued his Emancipation Proclamation. This
declared that slaves were considered free
in the Confederate states. But slavery in
all states was not entirely abolished legally
until 1865 when Constitutional Amend-
ment 13 was ratified.

Amendment 15, in 1870, gave blacks
the right to vote. But such a right had
little meaning for many. For example,
some states required a poll tax. This was
a tax that was required before a person
could vote. Of course, poor blacks, as well
as poor whites, often could not afford the
tax. Only when Amendment 24 was adopt-
ed in 1964 was the poll tax prohibited for
national elections. And in 1966 the Su-
preme Court outlawed such a tax for all
elections.

Many states also had given the right to
vote only to those persons who could pass
a literacy test. Many blacks, and whites
too, could not pass such a test. Not until
1970 did the government ban these tests
as a requirement for voting.

The injustices committed during the
more than 350 years of slavery form a
deep stain on American history. To this
day the country has not recovered from
all the effects of this.

Differing Views of Some Women

A number of women claim that the free-
doms proclaimed when the nation was bom
were, in some areas, long denied to them.
These women point to the fact that for
nearly a century and a half women did
not have the right to vote.

They argue that if, as Lincoln declared,
the nation was to have a “government of
the people, by the people, for the people,”
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then that form of democratic rule should
allow women to vote. Denying them that
would deprive half the population, the
“people,” of a right implied by the found-
ing fathers. Eventually, the government
agreed, and in 1920 it gave women the
right to vote.

In addition, some women say that gen-
erally they do not get the same consider-
ation and treatment from employers that
men do, nor do they get the same pay for
the same work even when they are the
sole support for a family. One woman
claimed that employment of women is of-
ten a case of “last hired, first fired.”

Of course, not all women in the United
States agree with those sentiments. Most,
however, do appreciate improvements in
working conditions that have come as a
result of laws designed to protect women
from labor abuses and injustices.

Thus the course of freedom in the past
two hundred years has been an uneven
one. It has meant a high level of freedom
for some, and this has been appreciated
and cherished. For others there have un-
deniably been varying degrees of oppres-
sion. And while many of the previous
injustices have been corrected since
then, their bad fruitage still affects the
nation.



FTER two hundred years of history,
A is the present state of development of
the United States a good foundation for
a better future? Certainly there is great
economic strength in the nation, along
with many other potential factors for good.

Many authorities who study trends in
economics, education, social problems and
politics, however, come to a sober con-
clusion. They feel that, while the country
has much power and good, unless the nega-
tive trends are reversed, there could be
deep trouble ahead soon.

They note that one casualty among
many families is the “American Dream.”
This was the belief that improvement
would continue indefinitely, with better
jobs, more money, a higher standard of
living, security, peace of mind, and a good
future for the young.

But that has not proved to be the case
for many. The New York Times reports:
“A fear appears to be growing among
many Americans that the party may be
over. The Great American Dream
seems somehow less attainable to many
people.”

A Growing Problem

One major problem has to do with the
way Americans have financed much of
their prosperity in the past few decades.
It has been done with borrowed money
—debt, excessive debt. They have mort-
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gaged the future to live well today. But
too much debt leads to bankruptcy.

Because of enormous and mounting debt,
the ability of a large number of people,
many businesses, some city and state gov-
ernments, and even the federal govern-
ment, to pay their expenses is in serious
danger. U.S. News & World Report says:
“Debt is growing faster than the U.S. econ-
omy that must support it. The total of
public and private liabilities now amounts
to somewhat more than double the na-
tion’s annual output of goods and services.”
That total debt is now over three trillion
(three million million) dollars!

The magazine observes that “corporate
debt today is about 17 times the compa-
nies’ combined profits after taxes,” and
climbing. The federal government's debt
is well over 600 billion dollars, and is
also climbing. In the past seventeen years,
only once has the government had a small
surplus in its yearly budget. The deficit
for fiscal 1975 was over 43 billion dollars.
The expected deficit for fiscal 1976 is an
estimated 75 billion dollars, an all-time
record.

In 1939 the interest on the public debt
was one billion dollars a year. But in fiscal
1977 it is expected to be about 45 billion
dollars! That interest alone, for the one
year, is greater than the total public debt
accumulated in the entire history of the
country up to World War Il.
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Senator Harry F. Byrd, Jr., says: “If
this kind of deficit spending continues, |
believe it is inevitable that the country is
headed for disaster.”

But have not business prospects bright-
ened in recent months? Yes, most econo-
mists feel that the bad recession of the
recent past is over. Yet, much of the im-
provement is being financed by borrowed
money. Pumping seventy-five billion bor-
rowed dollars into an economy does im-
prove conditions, temporarily. But the debt
load becomes heavier and heavier. Some
have expressed concern that it may be like
the heroin addict who must have more and
more of the drug until his system can no
longer take it and then collapses.

Lower Living Standards

New York city already has found out
what it means to keep spending more mon-
ey than it makes. The city’s debt load has
become so burdensome that it has great
difficulty borrowing more money to pay
current expenses, much less to pay back
the loan.

So the city has cut back services,
which means laying off workers too. But
even with such drastic measures, the defi-
cits persist. And it is getting more and
more difficult for the city to keep raising
the already heavy taxes.

Just as a city’s living standard can de-
cline when too much money is spent and
not enough made, so, too, many experts
feel that this is what can happen to the
country. Some feel that it has already be-
gun. Professor George Sternlieb of Rut-
gers University stated: “What we are pre-
siding over is none other than a decline in
the American standard of living.”

Also hurting the people’'s standard of
living are taxes. They are the fastest ris-
ing major item in inflation. Already more
than a third of a worker’'s pay is taken

AWAKE!— JULY 8, 1976

by various taxes. With good reason did
Treasury Secretary William E. Simon say:
“The system of federal taxation which has
evolved since the early days of the re-
public is in trouble today.” There is fear
of a ‘tax revolt. Indeed, one of the rea-
sons for the Revolutionary War was what
the colonists considered unjust taxation.

Poverty amid Wealth

In spite of the prosperity that many
enjoy, poverty persists. The New York
Post stated: “Estimates of the number of
Americans living below the poverty line
range from 10 to 30 millions.” Many oth-
ers live at or just above the poverty line.

Columnist Jack Anderson tells of a fel-
low reporter who disguised himself as a
field hand and worked as a migratory farm
worker. The living quarters provided him
were “hardly fit for human habitation.”
The overall conditions were, he said, “more
reminiscent of the 19th-century slave quar-
ters than any 20th-century habitation.”

Anderson concluded: “There is grim
irony in the fact that those who work in
the world’s most bounteous fields often
live in stark poverty, earning barely
enough to subsist. Some live in virtual
bondage to the field boss, who collects
more out of their wages than he pays them.
For most, there seems to be no escape from
the perpetual poverty of the fields.”

The number of elderly who live in pov-
erty is an admitted national disgrace. And
living conditions in many major cities are
deteriorating. Renewal projects are not
keeping up with decaying and abandoned
buildings.

So after two hundred years, living con-
ditions for many are very good, but for
millions of others they are poor. All the
years of prosperity, all the well-meaning
efforts, have not changed that. It is not the
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solid foundation that a better future re-
quires.

Other Ills

Also, after two hundred years of one of
the more advanced educational systems,
millions are ‘functionally illiterate. The
U.S. Office of Education calls “shocking”
the inability of about one fifth of the adult
population (23 million Americans) to cope
with reading skills necessary for everyday
chores like shopping, getting a driver's
license or reading an insurance policy. It
reported that an additional 39 million
Americans are “just getting by” with
their educational skills.

The condition of many American schools
does not give much confidence for any
great improvement in overall educational
levels. The nation’s press reports that vio-
lence is rampant in the nation's schools,
with assault, mugging, vandalism and gang
warfare on the increase. One publication
described it as “a virtual reign of school-
house terror.” In one large city, there were
474 assaults on teachers and staff mem-
bers in five months.

That trend corresponds with the crime
increase. There are now more than eleven
million major crimes committed each year.
And millions more go unreported.

Family life is deteriorating. Boston so-
ciologists have found that ‘violence ap-
pears to be at least as common as love in
the typical American family. Half the
married couples interviewed admitted that
there was physical violence in the family
in the past year. And at least an estimated
one million cases of child abuse are be-
lieved to occur each year.

Losing Confidence

The New York Times said: “Within the
past few years, we as a people seem to
have lost our way, to be floundering in
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uncertainty, to be unsure of ourselves in
our relations to each other and to the
world at large. The optimism and moral
drive characteristic of America through-
out the decades has been largely replaced
by a deep-seated cynicism and disillusion-
ment.”

Senator Frank Church also found that
“a lack of faith, widespread cynicism, and
profound pessimism are the most central
and fundamental problems facing America
today.” Church, who headed an investiga-
tion of abuses in federal agencies, said that
“there has been a growing lawlessness at
all levels of American society up to and
including the federal government.” He not-
ed that “the existence of a free govern-
ment is imperiled if it fails to follow the
law.”

The Future

Will the United States in its present
form survive to celebrate its third hundred
years, its “Tricentennial” ?

Many feel that democracy is not the
‘wave of the future. They point out that
there are fewer and fewer democratic gov-
ernments in the world. Instead, totalitari-
an rule is increasing.

West Germany’s largest illustrated mag-
azine, B,concluded that ‘the present
American era of dominance has passed,
but hoped that another kind of Ameri-
can era would take its place. The pro-
American Economist of London speaks of
a “recessional” for the American “em-
pire.” It concluded that ‘world leadership
is liable to pass into new hands quite early
in the century 1976-2076.

However, there is a more fundamental
reason why we can expect to see a very
major change take place long before the
arrival of a “Tricentennial.” And it is not
because the United States will be con-
quered by some other world power.
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HE people of every country want to

feel that they and their descendants
will have a better future. But how will it
come? Through the efforts of individual
nations?

There are today more nations in exis-
tence than ever before. Each one promises
its people better times, and requires obe-
dience to its policies. But has any one na-
tion, or even group of nations, led the way
to betterment of the entire human family?
Surely they have had the time. Yet our
century has been filled with disastrous
failures.

We cannot escape the fact that the di-
viding of the earth into so many different
nations has not proved beneficial. A ‘di-
vided house’ is not likely to solve the
world’'s complex problems.

For instance, Parade magazine says:
“One-fourth of the world’s population is
almost always hungry and one-tenth on
the brink of death because of too little
food.” Yet food experts say that it is not
the earth that is at fault, since it can pro-
duce enough food. They say it is the di-
vided political and economic systems that
prevent cooperation and reasonable dis-
tribution.

Also, because of national pride—nation-
alism—the divided nations fear one anoth-
er. So the nations of the world spend over
300 billion dollars a year now for arma-
ments. Imagine what the human family
could accomplish if that money were used
fas productive purposes!
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Really, no nation or ideology can give
people what they want and need most. And
what most people want is true peace, per-
manent security, prosperity, health and
happiness.

If all people could get along as a loving
family, as loyal and trusted brothers, think
of the desirable qualities among all na-
tional groups that could be enjoyed. Is it
not interesting to sample the wide variety
of foods that different peoples eat? Many
of their styles of dress, and their music,
are pleasing. If the present national divi-
sions did not exist, there are many good
features of all cultures that could add
much to the enjoyment of life.

Does Not Make Sense

Pitting nations or races against one an-
other does not make sense, since we all
had common parents.

The late British historian Arnold Toyn-
bee said of nationalism: “It is a state of
mind in which we give our paramount
political loyalty to one fraction of the hu-
man race . . . whatever consequences this
may entail for the foreign majority of the
human race.”

Because nationalism is so divisive and
destructive, Toynbee said of it: “National-
ism is a mental disease.” And former
United Nations Secretary-General U Thant
observed: “So many of the problems that
we face today are due to, or the result
of, false attitudes—some of them have
been adopted almost unconsciously. Among
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these is the concept of narrow nationalism
—'my country, right or wrong.”

The Creator of mankind, Jehovah God,
“is not partial,” says his Word. (Acts 10:
34) And since “he made out of one man
every nation of men,” it is apparent that
to man’s Creator maintaining national di-
visions does not make sense either.—Acts
17:26.

But is there any realistic hope that
someday all nations will overcome their
national prejudices and unite in an inter-
national brotherhood to work for the good
of all people?

Unity Under Way Now!

Yes, there is a realistic hope. In fact,
God’'s own Word guarantees that the pres-
ent divided state of mankind will soon end.
No more will there be hurtful national di-
visions.—Dan. 2:28, 44.

Bible prophecy shows that we now live
“in the final part of the days” just before
God intervenes in man's affairs and brings
the present divided system of man-rule to
an end. But in this very same time, as
Isaiah chapter 2 foretells, his true wor-
ship would be lifted up on high so that “all
the nations must stream” to it.

~Jhe (foible

to promote ~amilty

With what result? God “will certainly
render judgment among the nations and
set matters straight respecting many peo-
ples. And they will have to beat their
swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning shears. Nation will not lift
up sword against nation, neither will they
learn war anymore.”—Isa. 2:4.

Yes, Almighty God is right now gather-
ing honest-hearted persons together into
an international brotherhood and is teach-
ing them how to live in a righteous new
order that he will rule from heaven. And
after destroying the present wicked sys-
tem, God will usher the survivors he has
‘set straight’ into his new order of ever-
lasting peace and prosperity.

Revelation chapter 7, verse 9, shows
that these survivors are a “great crowd,
which no man was able to number, out
of all nations and tribes and peoples and
tongues.” These are ones who submit to
His rule. They appreciate that no matter
what benefits any nation may provide,
nothing can compare with the hope of life
in God’'s new order. Only God, not man,
can lead willing people to that very de-
sirable goal.

%initty

TODAY many families face serious problems because of not applying the Bible's
counsel in their lives. However, once they start doing so, there are amazing changes

for the better.
A man living in Spain relates:

“My economic situation in the world was quite

prosperous. | was the owner of a publicity agency that was doing very well. How-
ever, my marriage was shattered by adultery. Each of us lived a separate life to
the point of having an assigned day for ‘marital unfaithfulness." The day it was
my wife's turn | stayed at home and looked after the two children and vice versa.
Nevertheless, | realized that things could not go on like that. I wanted to put my
life in order. I asked God to help me, and help came in a most unexpected way.

“l was in a painter's attic studio with other friends when one of them, looking
at his watch, said: T'm going. I've got a Witness waiting for me at home."' | asked
him, ‘What's that?' His answer stirred my interest and so | went along to listen. |
was put in contact with Jehovah's Witnesses in my neighborhood, and my wife
and | started to study. Little by little we made changes in ourselves, not only in a
moral sense, but even to the point of my leaving the publicity firm to avoid un-
desirable contacts. Thanks to Jehovah, the family is now united."
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By “Awake!” correspondent in Taiwan

EN-YEAR-OLD Lin Yung-hsiung sits
T at his desk in Taiwan. His small hand
grasps firmly a slender bamboo-handled
brush, almost straight up and down. He
painstakingly draws black marks on his
paper. Millions of other children in the cit-
ies, towns and villages of the Orient do the
same thing each day. What are they doing?
Are they painting pictures for an art class?

The answer is both Yes and No. The
children are learning the art of writing
without spelling. It is an art that reaches
back, some 3,000 years or more, to the
Shang dynasty of China.

But how can there be writing without
spelling? Let us illustrate with the name
of the young boy mentioned above. In
Mandarin Chinese his family name is Lin.
The character for this (#) means “for-
est” or “thicket.” Can you see the two
trees that convey the idea? His given
name, Yung-hsiung, is made up of two
characters ( that mean something
like “permanent valor” or “everlasting
manliness.”

But while the characters reveal the
meaning, they do not spell out the pronun-
ciation of the word. The reader must
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sound out the word according to the par-
ticular type of Chinese that he speaks. For
instance, a Cantonese-speaking person
whose name is written with the same char-
acters set out in the previous paragraph
would pronounce the name, not Lin Yung-
hsiung, but Lam Wing-hung. Yet the
meaning would be the same in both cases.
All who read Chinese can communicate
with one another in writing, though speak-
ers of one dialect may not comprehend
the spoken language of another.

Efforts to Promote Mandarin

Recently, efforts have been made to
make Mandarin* the national spoken lan-
guage of all China. To facilitate this, ex-
perts formulated what are known as
National Phonetic Symbols, a set of thirty-
seven symbols that can spell out accurate-
ly the Mandarin pronunciation of the Chi-
nese characters. These phonetic symbols
are used to teach Mandarin pronunciation.
They are also used alongside characters
in publications for children and people
with limited education. This enables them
to read without knowing many thousands
of complicated characters.

Since early in the twentieth century a
second campaign has further affected writ-
ten Chinese. How so? During the previ-
ous eighteen centuries Chinese writing ap-
peared in the style known as wenyen. This
is a very terse method of writing, with
only one single-syllable character for each
word. A person reading out loud such
monosyllables would be little understood.
To illustrate the problem: The charac-
ter for “loyal” is pronounced chungl in
Mandarin.f Yet this very same spoken

* Officially called Kuoya (National Language) but
enerally known among Enc?llsh-speakmg peo]ple as
andarin because it is based on tne speech of Man-
darins who came from northern China. .

t The figure “1” indicates the tone, of which Man-
darin has four. For more details on the Chinese lan-
guage and its ertln_(f], see the article "A Language
That Is Radically Different,” in Awake! of May 22,
1975, pages 9-13.
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sound can also mean “center,” “clock,”
“finish” or other things. English has simi-
lar examples of words that sound alike,
yet have different meanings, as in “bare”
and “bear,” “ware” and “wear.”

In conversation a Chinese person often
overcomes this problem by adding an ex-
tra syllable to certain words in order to
convey to his hearer the exact shade of
meaning intended. For instance, when a
Mandarin-speaking person is talking, in-
stead of using one character for “loyal”
( chung0, he says chung”hsinl adding an
extra syllable (hsinl) so that his hearers
would know that he meant “loyal” rather
than “center,” “clock,” or something else.
The paihua method adds the extra syl-
lables in writing, making it
similar to daily speech, which
is what the term paihua means.
This makes reading much
more intelligible to the less
educated person. These cam-
paigns to employ phonetic
symbols for teaching Mandarin
pronunciation and the princi-
ples of paihua when writing Chinese have
encouraged many persons to learn to read
and converse in Mandarin.

Writing Without Spelling

Writing Chinese characters is quite an
art. A schoolboy must first learn the cor-
rect order of the strokes. Balance and
proportion are necessary too. As an aid,
beginners use paper printed with small
squares. Our young friend Yung-hsiung
first practiced on squared paper with pen
or pencil. Eventually he developed ability
to write a character containing up to
thirty-three strokes in a small square. Lat-
er on, Yung-hsiung mastered the art of
writing the characters with a brush.

Writing without spelling presents prob-
lems. But the Chinese have devised inge-
nious ways to cope with these. Interesting
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is the way in which Yung-hsiung finds
names in a telephone directory. Since Chi-
nese has no alphabet, the names are listed
according to the number of strokes used
in writing the first character of the name,
which, in Chinese, is the family name, or
surname. His first step in finding the name
is to write the character, counting the
strokes as he does so. Yung-hsiung's own
family name, Lin, requires eight strokes;
so he finds it in the eight-stroke section
of the directory.

What about the relationship of Chinese
to Japanese? Actually the two languages
are not closely related. Japanese gram-
mar and sentence construction are entire-
ly different from Chinese. Yet the Japa-
nese borrowed Chinese char-
acters to write their language.

Borrowing Chinese charac-
ters for Japanese has produced
one of the most complicated
forms of writing in the world.
Since all Chinese characters in
Japanese have both Chinese
and Japanese pronunciations,
some may be read in up to nine or more
different ways, depending on their con-
text. And while Japanese students can get
by with about 1,850 basic Chinese charac-
ters, they must also master two different
phonetic methods of writing the forty-
eight basic Japanese sounds. And that is
not all. To complicate matters further,
reading Japanese requires getting ac-
quainted with tens of thousands of differ-
ent combinations of two or more charac-
ters in order to know their correct
pronunciation in various settings.

The Chinese system of writing without
spelling is indeed a complicated art. But
its value to the human family has been
great, for Chinese writing makes it pos-
sible for some 800 million persons speak-
ing different Chinese dialects to communi-
cate clearly with one another.

AWAKE!—JULY 8, 1976
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NEVER thought
about it,” is a com-
mon response to the ques-
tion, “What kind of fu-
neral for you when the
time comes?” In this pres-
ent system of things, we
all must face death, but
many consider the subject
of their own funeral too
morbid or distasteful
even to think about. Con-
sequently, any thinking
about the funeral is suddenly thrust upon
bereaved relatives at the time of death.

But is that when you want your grieving
survivors to be considering funeral details?
Do you want them forced into negotiating
such matters when they are least in the
mood and most vulnerable to costly sug-
gestions?

A trusted and honorable funeral direc-
tor can do much to relieve anxiety and
keep costs within a family’'s means. But
another situation has also frequently faced
survivors. Says a U.S. Federal Trade Com-
mission investigator: “The buyer of fu-
neral services is emotionally upset when
he makes arrangements. And the [un-
scrupulous] funeral director often exploits
that to sell his most expensive package.”

If you want to be sure that your al-
ready grieving family is not burdened
with such an added load, you may want
to consider planning your own funeral.
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One person whose mother did so
was at first stunned when she
told him of her plans. But then,
he says, “as time passed, my
wife and | found ourselves in-
creasingly struck by the sanity
of the idea. What had seemed
initially to be unthinkable be-
came the intelligent, realistic
thing to do.”
Former French president
Charles de Gaulle is one who planned his
own funeral. Says the Encyclopaedia
tannica: “At his request he was buried
with utmost simplicity in the small ceme-
tery of Colombey-les-Deux-Eglises in a
plain wooden coffin made by the village
carpenter.” In contrast, the government-
planned state funeral of former U.S. presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower reportedly
cost over $250,000.

Why So Costly?

Over the years, the American funeral
industry has become what the Encyclopae-
dia Britannica calls “highly commercial-
ized.” It has done much to encourage some
of the costly customs now fixed into the
customary “complete” funeral. Such things
as routine embalming, restoration of the
body, open-casket services, grave liners or
“vaults,” ornate sealed metal caskets, spe-
cial clothing for the deceased and other
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services are often promoted as legally or
morally necessary.

However, many of these traditions seem
inspired more by economics and pride than
by any real necessity. As a result, the
average overall cost of an American fu-
neral and burial has spiraled to about
$2,000. Much of the inflation in cost lies in
the extras that have come to be taken for
granted as a customary part of “complete”
funerals.

No doubt some of these acquired cus-
toms are comforting to people who feel
that they have somehow satisfied their
“obligation” to the deceased. Other indi-
viduals may derive satisfaction from see-
ing the body for the last time and ‘paying
their respects.” On the other hand, most
of these traditions are not mandatory for
those who cannot afford the high cost or
would just personally prefer the dignity
of simplicity.

Planning Cuts Expense

Usually a funeral planned by others is
far more costly than one planned ahead by
the person himself. “Everyone | talk to
says, ‘When | die | want the simplest thing
possible,” ” notes one authority. “You never
hear anyone say, ‘I want a $10,000 coffin
and all the rest’” You can verify this
merely by asking your friends about their
funeral wishes.

Of course, the elegance of one’s funeral
is a personal family matter and should
not be criticized if it does not violate
Christian principles. But most persons who
make their wishes known in advance ap-
parently prefer not to be a financial bur-
den to their families in death any more
than they want to be in life. As one man
put it: “l would rather have the money
feeding my family than feeding the
worms!”

Yet, more often than not, it does not
work out that way. Why? Answers Los
Angeles Times columnist Jim Fiebig: “I
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would guess that 90 percent of the fu-
nerals in this country are far more elabo-
rate than the deceased would have wished.
But because they failed to make their
wishes known, the survivors—just to be
on the safe side—figure they’'d better go
first class.”

On the other hand, preplanning removes
a real burden from surviving loved ones.
No amount of subtle persuasion to “go
first class” need make them go beyond
their means or your wishes. “The best
sales resistance a survivor can have against
high pressure,” says Fiebig, “is the knowl-
edge he’s following your wishes.”

Even so, another situation could arise
that you may also want to consider in ad-
vance. One person wrote to a newspaper
advice columnist: “My husband told me
that he wanted a simple funeral service
and then cremation.” But her husband had
only voiced his wishes. Complains his wife:
“None of his family ever said yea or nay
about their opinion of his wishes until |
tried to make the arrangements—then |
got static from all sides about what ‘we’
want.” She suggested that people should
“put such wishes in writing. My husband
didn’t. And it sure was rough on me.”

Even back in Biblical times burial ar-
rangements were often made personally,
well in advance of death. For example,
dying Jacob said to his son Joseph: “In
my burial place which | have excavated
for myself in the land of Canaan is where
you are to bury me.”—Gen. 50:5; see also
Isaiah 22:16.

Making the Choices

Within certain limits, you or your fami-
ly are legally free to decide for yourselves
which funeral services you desire, if any.
In America some states require by law
that an itemized list of services and costs
be made available. But the best time to
make the choices is before necessity brings
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pressure. If you leave arrangements up to
your family after death, the element of
choice often becomes quite limited because
they may feel bound by what is acceptable
to the community and/or other relatives.

Even when making your own choices in
advance, though, you may still want to
consider the community. If you live in a
small town, for example, would eliminat-
ing customary procedures possibly offend
some persons or even cast a reflection on
your Christian faith? Perhaps more would
attend the Scriptural talk and more good
could be accomplished if a more tradi-
tional funeral were held. But you must
still balance finances, family wishes and
personal desires against such consider-
ations in making the final decision.

As you decide what services you wish,
remember that there is no “best way” to
handle a funeral. Many Europeans would
be shocked by the lavishness of American
funerals. For example, embalming is gen-
erally routine in U.S. funeral homes, yet
it is seldom practiced in Europe. In fact,
special permits are required in many coun-
tries to embalm a body.

The U.S. funeral industry argues that
embalming is necessary for “sanitary” rea-
sons to avoid the spread of disease. How-
ever, as in Europe, embalming is not really
necessary if you choose not to display the
body and have an early burial or crema-
tion. But you must specifically request that
it not be done. Federal law does not man-
date embalming unless the body is to be
transported by common carrier. Some
states require embalming if death was
from a communicable disease or if more
than a certain period goes by between
death and burial.

After embalming, a mortician may spend
many hours restoring the appearance of
a person who was ravaged by disease or
accident. This is done so that survivors
will have an “acceptable image” of the
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deceased to remember. Funeral directors
say that this helps them to adjust to the
reality of death and to avoid possible dis-
quieting fantasies. But you may prefer to
be remembered as you were when alive
and happy, also sparing your family the
expense of such costly procedures. Some
cultures are even repelled by the idea of
viewing the corpse at a funeral. And a
noted psychiatrist said: “This business of
putting perfume and shoes on a corpse!
When you're dead, you're dead. Our fu-
neral customs are an attempt to fool peo-
ple into denying death.”

Caskets range from simple $75 pine
boxes to elaborately fashioned sealed met-
al ones costing $8,000 or more, including
innerspring mattresses and fine fabrics.
The sealed caskets are supposed to keep
moisture from the body, with the apparent
implication that this will somehow retard
decomposition. However, experts say that
just the opposite occurs. And what good
are fine fabrics or a mattress to the dead,
since the Bible says that they “are con-
scious of nothing at all’?—Ecd. 9:5, 10;
compare Psalm 146:3, 4.

Thus many customary funeral proce-
dures that are normally taken for granted
are certainly not mandatory. In view of
this, some who feel that the emphasis
should be put on spiritual matters and not
on the corpse have chosen to have their
body disposed of immediately by crema-
tion or simple burial, followed by a memo-
rial service for the benefit of friends and
relatives. In England, West Germany and
Denmark, for example, more than half
choose cremation, while only about 8 per-
cent do so in the U.S.A. The simple ap-
proach can also eliminate many of the
costly services such as embalming, resto-
ration work, funeral-home display of the
body, hearse, and even the coffin and
gravesite if cremation is chosen.
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Whatever procedure you choose, repu-
table funeral homes should be pleased to
assist you or your relatives to work out
the details without undue pressure for ex-
tras. Nonprofit memorial societies also ex-
ist to help people to arrange for dignified
and economical funerals.

Hence, giving thought now as to how

you wish your remains to be cared for is
not an exercise in morbidity. It is evidence
of a mature and thoughtful approach to a
trying situation, showing foresight and
loving consideration for distressed sur-
vivors. It can do much to lighten their
load until the time promised by God when
“death will be no more.”—Rev. 21:4, 5.

By “Awake!" correspondent in Kenya

OW would you like to spend a night
H in the Ark? It is a three-decked struc-
ture largely made of wood. No, this Ark
was not built by Noah. But concepts of
the one that he and his family constructed
more than 4,300 years ago undoubtedly in-
spired the design of this modern Ark.

The present-day Ark rests on a 7,600-
foot-high (2,316-meter-high) spur sur-
rounded by a montane forest in Kenya's
Aberdare Range. From inside the Ark visi-
tors can watch animals outside the struc-
ture. This is part of Kenya’s effort to en-
able people from all over the world to
observe and study animals in their natural
surroundings, in areas set aside to pre-
serve many wild species threatened with
extinction.
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We plan to spend a night in the Ark,
along with a number of other visitors.
“But,” you ask, “how do you expect to see
any animals in the darkness?” Well, view-
ing all through the night is made possible
by powerful spotlights. These artificial
“moons” are so designed that they do not
startle or upset even the most timid ani-
mals.

The Journey

Our trip begins in Nairobi, near the
edge of the great Rift Valley. After break-
fast, we enjoy a leisurely three-hour drive
through Kikuyuland. Our first stop is just
outside the town of Nyeri, at the Aberdare
Country Club. This will be our base. It is
surrounded by woodland slopes rich with
nandi flame, cape chestnut and jacaranda
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trees, under which crowned cranes and
peacocks stroll.

Looking out over the plains to the north,
we have a wonderful view of Mount Kenya
on our right, its twin snowcapped peaks
rising to somewhat over 17,000 feet (5,182
meters). To our left is the Aberdare Range,
attaining a height of over 13,000 feet
(3,962 meters). We will be heading in that
direction after lunch.

To avoid disturbing the animals, private
cars are not allowed to enter this side of
the National Park. All visitors are trans-
ported to the Ark in two large buses. The
eleven-mile (18-kilometer) trip takes us
through Kikuyu settlements and farmlands
adjoining the park.

Along the way, black-and-white Colo-
bus monkeys frolic in the tall trees. There
they are safe from hunters who once
slaughtered them for their skins, used for
ceremonial robes or decorative carpets.
Cape buffaloes abound in the forest, and
sometimes block the way, moving aside
reluctantly to let us pass. Occasionally, a
rhino is seen, but it never stays around
very long. Not to be ignored are large
herds of elephants. They have been known
to make threatening charges at a bus,
though never making contact. Now, that
is quite an experience to relate to friends
and relatives!

Our View from the Ark

Finally, we reach the Ark. Leaving the
bus, all visitors cross a drawbridge leading
onto the afterdeck. They then head for
small cabins on one of the three decks. Our
cabin has two bunks. Quickly, we open
the window overlooking the sea of green
grass. We wonder if any animals have ar-
rived at the nearby salt lick.

Warthogs usually are present. They
move around on their knees to crop the
grass of the glade. Should anything fright-
en them, they scamper for cover in the
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surrounding bush, their tails as erect as
a ship’s mast.

Each time we have visited the Ark, we
have seen the bushbuck. This extremely
elegant and dainty antelope never relaxes
its vigilance. No wonder! It is the fearsome
leopard’s favorite prey. The bushbuck has
a collar-like lack of hair around the neck.
According to the local Kikuyu tribe, this
dates back to Noah's day. Their tradition
is that in order to get a stubborn bush-
buck into his ark, Noah had to lead it
with a rope that wore away all that hair!

Cape buffaloes stroll casually in front
of the Ark. Soon they are wallowing in
the mud around the water hole, not con-
tent until covered with slimy muck from
horn to hoof. Only the elephants will make
these stubborn creatures abandon the wa-
ter hole. Those lumbering pachyderms
want no other animals present when they
come to drink and savor the salt put down
by the Ark staff. With loud trumpetings
and the flapping of their huge ears, they
also are sure to chase off the small Afri-
can hare and the mongoose.

The best view of any animals at the
water hole is obtained from a ground-level
observation chamber. It allows a person
to be within arm’s length of elephants,
buffaloes, rhinos or other large animals
that come near. Elephants have been
known to put their trunks through the
slits in the chamber. Fortunately, no one
has yet been dragged out through these
openings.

What impresses us about all these large
animals is the protection they give to their
young. During a previous visit, a large
herd of elephants came into view. They
were shielding a very small calf, probably
just two weeks old. This little one never
left its safe place between the mother’s
legs. We could see how nervous the whole
herd was, especially when another herd
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arrived on the scene. Promptly, the new
arrivals were made to realize that their
presence was not appreciated. So, they kept
their distance until the first herd went on
its way.

Unusual Excitement Is Kindled

There are special moments ‘aboard the
Ark’ too. At these times excitement rises
to a peak. For instance, visitors are thrilled
to see the rare and elusive bongo, for
which the view from the Ark has become
famous. This shy, beautiful animal is a
large antelope. It keeps to the mountain
forests and seldom is seen, except here at
the Ark. The bongo has a chestnut-colored
coat with twelve or thirteen thin vertical
stripes on its sides. An ideal camouflage in
its forest home! When the bongo emerges
from the trees opposite the game-viewing
lounge, a hush comes over the visitors.
They almost hold their breath for fear of
frightening it away. Soon, however, cam-
eras click and whir, as eager photogra-
phers record the sighting of this graceful
animal. The Ark’s log reveals that for
many months there have been bongo
sightings on at least one in every two
days. When the bongo or the leopard puts
in an appearance, a buzzer is sounded
throughout the Ark to alert those who
have gone to bed. Certainly, they would
not want to miss the event.

Should there be a night when few ani-
mals come into the glade, observers can
always be entertained by the nightly visits
of a family of genets. These cats are fed
raw eggs and slivers of meat, which regu-
larly have been placed on the veranda al-
most since the Ark was opened at the end
of 1970. Now the offspring of the original
pair of genets are not afraid of man. They
can be enticed to come right inside the
Ark and be fed from the hand. These are
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the only animals welcome in the Ark, al-
though vervet monkeys sometimes enter
the cabins, if windows are left open.

Meals are abandoned suddenly if some-
thing exciting happens outside. Perhaps a
leopard is hunting its prey in full view.
Or two rival bull buffaloes may be fighting
for supremacy over the herd. Hyenas some-
times attack unsuspecting buffalo calves
or the piglet of the giant forest hog. The
screams of the young, combined with the
grunts of the parent animal trying to ward
off the attackers, are enough to make any
visitor rush away from the dinner table
to get a glimpse.

Those determined not to miss anything
may stay up all night watching game, and
are fortified with hot drinks around a
roaring log fire. However, shortly after
dawn, when one may see Mount Kenya's
snowcapped peaks glistening in the early
morning sunlight, all the Ark’s passengers
disembark and follow the forest trail out
of the Game Park. Back at base, they pick
up the transport for home.

Fond Recollections

We will remember our night vigil in the
Ark for a long time. Of course, such visits
can have their lighter moments. These are
not likely to be forgotten either. For in-
stance, on seeing a group of giant forest
hogs, one woman cried out in sheer delight.
She was sure that she had just seen her
first rhinoceros! Others have mistaken the
mongoose for a Colobus monkey, and even
a hyena for a leopard!

Doubtless, advance research is a good
idea. Much can be gleaned from a good
handbook on animals and birds common
to the area that you plan to visit. And,
who knows? In the future, you may be

able to spend an intriguing night aboard
the “Ark.”
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Filled With Anxiety,

BUT
BLESSED
IN MANY WAYS

NEXPECTED sickness, accident or
U“natural" disaster. How quickly these
things can change your whole life, even
as the Bible says: “You do not know what
your life will be tomorrow”! (Jas. 4:14)
But if one of these drastic changes occurs,
how will you respond? Let me share with
you what occurred to our family.

My husband David was bom in Saska-
toon, Canada, back in 1919. As a young
man he became a baptized witness of Je-
hovah and soon entered the full-time
preaching work. David was privileged to
attend the Watchtower Bible School of
Gilead and became a missionary in Singa-
pore. Later he came here to Australia,
where we met.

After we married in 1950, my husband
was a traveling minister, and we visited
congregations of Jehovah's Witnesses to-
gether. But in March 1954 our son Shan-
non was bom. That meant change. David
became an overseer in a local congrega-
tion. My son and | always benefited from
his loving headship as a husband, father
and overseer. When Shannon began at-
tending school, David encouraged me to
return to the full-time preaching work.
Afterward, when he completed his school-
ing, Shannon joined me, bringing us all
much happiness.

Back in Canada, David’'s mother was by
now over eighty and in failing health. So
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in May 1972 David traveled to Canada
for a visit. There events took place that
completely changed our lives. My husband
was suddenly taken ill. Within forty-eight
hours he was totally paralyzed. His life
was saved by an emergency operation in
which a tube was put in his trachea, or
windpipe, so a respirator machine could
help him breathe. What a shock it was
for Shannon and me to receive a cable
about David’'s condition! Still, we gained
strength from knowing that Jehovah God
was mindful of our anxiety and would help
us.

On our arriving in Canada, David’s fam-
ily took us right to the hospital. It was
distressing to see him so ill. The only
movement he had was blinking. But he
knew us and the relief in his eyes made
us thankful to be there. We were together
as a family and prayed for God’'s support
to face and endure the future.

The next six months were difficult ones
that tested us both physically and men-
tally. For weeks David was in intensive
care. We could not see him until 1:30 each
afternoon, for his mornings were taken
up with tests. It seems that his illness was
due to some type of virus infection simi-
lar to polio. Shannon and | spent the
mornings in the public preaching work,
but were able to be with David all after-
noon and evening. That added to his peace
of mind. Try to imagine what it would be
like to be strong and healthy one day, and
so totally stricken the next, not able to
do a thing except think.

David was mentally alert, but unable to
talk. So Shannon printed the alphabet on
cards, and when we touched the right let-
ter David would blink. We patiently put
the letters together to form words. After
some weeks he gradually regained the use
of his facial muscles and could form words
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with his lips. We learned to lip-read, but
often we had to laugh at our mistakes.
David’s sense of humor helped him through
many rough spots.

We knew that if we could keep him spir-
itually strong and happy, he would be able
to endure this dreadful affliction. Hence,
we planned a daily study program. It in-
cluded Bible material from the Yearbook
of Jehovah’s Witnesses and articles from
The Watchtower and Awake! David later
told us that it was by using the provisions
from Jehovah that he was able to remain
calm in spirit. Also, the many letters we
received from our spiritual brothers in
Australia and Canada were a source of
great comfort and encouragement.

He made some progress, but the res-
pirator hindered his talking and eating.
And the doctors thought it unlikely that
he would ever walk again. In November
we flew David back to Australia, accompa-
nied by his excellent Canadian specialist.

Through marvelous therapy at the hos-
pitals, David, in time, regained the use of
the fingers of his right hand. Thus he
could operate a special electric wheelchair.
And he learned to type with his hand sus-
pended over an electric typewriter. How
touched I was to receive from him a beau-
tiful bouquet of flowers with a little type-
written note expressing his appreciation
for our care!

Each afternoon he was taken to the
gymnasium to have his limbs exercised.
This was good and very necessary, but the
best mental therapy was David's talking
to others about Jehovah and the blessings
His kingdom will bring. He had some won-
derful experiences and even started some
Bible studies. His faith was an example
to all with whom he came in contact, and
a credit to Jehovah.

This was not an easy time for any of
us. Our whole life was changed. Shannon
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and | would spend the early part of the
day in our public preaching, and be with
David as soon as his therapy was over.
We would feed him and do our reading
together. Finally, he was allowed to come
home on Saturdays, making that the hap-
piest day of our week. As many of the
family members as possible came to visit,
and we held our regular family

erstudy. Looking back over those months,
even though they were filled with anxiety,
we were blessed in many ways and had
so much for which to be thankful. We had
the care and kindness of the hospital staff
and the love expressed by our family and
spiritual brothers and sisters. We are
grateful for the many happy hours we
were able to spend with David each day.
He was still our loving family head.

What a test this was for David, though!
He had always been so strong and healthy.
Yet he continued to serve Jehovah, re-
minding himself that many other Chris-
tians had suffered more. Then, on August
30, 1973, fifteen months after becoming
paralyzed, our dear David fell asleep in
death, just four hours after my mother
died. That certainly was a sad day, for
death truly is one of our greatest enemies.
However, no one can take from us the joy
of knowing that David had kept his in-
tegrity to God down to death. He lived
his life faithfully as a servant of Jehovah,
and because of the coming resurrection
he will sleep for just a little while. We are
thankful to Jehovah for giving him the
strength to endure his illness and to use
it as a means of giving a witness to many
persons who had never before spoken with
any of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Shannon and | learned many valuable
things from this time of trial. We learned
the need to show love and compassion to
those who are sick, for it is so important
for them mentally and spiritually. We
learned how much we need our loved ones.
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And we came to appreciate more deeply
the privilege and power of prayer.

I hope that in some way as you read
this it will help you to endure when per-
sonal difficulties occur, whether you are

the patient bearing physical pain and men-
tal anguish, or one of the close family
members who must endure the anxiety and
strain of seeing a loved one suffer.—Con-
tributed.

THE BEETLE
SANITATION SQUAD

HO does not appreciate having some-

one do clean-up work? Sanitation
makes for pleasant, healthful living con-
ditions. Think, then, of a hardworking, ef-
ficient sanitation squad that numbers into
the countless billions but knows no strikes
or labor disputes! This is the beetle sani-
tation squad. Each member of it is well
suited for the work and has good equip-
ment. Long before man even existed on
earth, carrion beetles were performing
their vital tasks.

Two hundred and thirty different va-
rieties of carrion beetles make up this
earth-wide sanitation squad. Most of them
and their larvae feed on dead animals.
Then their digestive systems change much
of what is consumed into chemical com-
binations that can be assimilated by plants.

The different kinds of carrion beetles
vary considerably in size. While some at-
tain a length of almost one and a half
inches (3.8 centimeters) other carrion bee-
tles are little more than specks. Average
length rims about a half inch (1.3 centi-
meters).

The bodies and wings of carrion beetles
are flat and flexible, enabling them to
crawl under dead animals. Also, their lar-
vae aure flat. Those beetles that bury dead
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animals are well equipped with digging
claws. Certain carrion beetles are so thor-
ough in their work that scientists use them
to clean delicate skeletons.

Meeting a Representative
of the Sanitation Squad

By taking a closer look at one member
of the beetle sanitation squad, the sexton
beetle, a person can get some idea about
the stupendous work performed by carrion
beetles.

The less than one-inch (2.5-centimeter)-
long sexton is black and has wide bandlike
orange-yellow blotches on its wing covers.
It readily tackles a variety of burying jobs.
Working in pairs, sextons usually handle
small creatures—dead mice, toads, fish
and birds. But they may also take on the
burial of rabbits, cats and dogs.

Guided by its keen sense of smell, a sex-
ton flies through the darkness and lands
beside the dead body of some small ani-
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mal. With its feelers, the beetle touches
various parts of the carcass and then starts
to work. Soon a second sexton, a female,
arrives on the scene. Both cooperate in
doing the burial work. Driven by instinct,
they do not give up even when faced with
obstacles.

One experimenter placed a dead mouse
up in a low bush. Two sexton beetles
climbed the bush and worked the mouse
loose from its entanglement. After it
dropped to the ground, the beetles imme-
diately began to bury it.

What if an animal is lying in a place
that is unsuitable for burial? A dead mouse,
for instance, might be at the edge of a
paved road. At first the sextons may try
to dig into the concrete. But when that
proves futile, they will move the dead
mouse to a better burial location. They
may move a dead animal as much as ten
feet (3 meters). How?

Lying on its back, a sexton beetle pushes
upward with its strong legs. As the beetle
moves farther under the mouse, the corpse
begins to rock. Then with a tremendous
pedaling motion, the sexton moves the
mouse forward, possibly a half inch (1.3

* T Ta Jlaava Theit

centimeters). This procedure is repeated
until the dead animal comes to rest at an
appropriate burial site. While the male is
on his back pushing up with his legs, the
female is busying herself with removing
twigs and pebbles that may be in the way.

After having moved the dead mouse to
a suitable location for burial, the sextons
crawl underneath the corpse and begin
digging with their heads and feet. Slowly
the dead mouse begins to sink. As it does,
loose earth settles on top of the body.
When the burial job is completed, the sex-
tons dig a tunnel to provide a place for
the female to lay her eggs. Until the eggs
hatch, the adults feed on the carcass.
Thereafter the adults feed the hatched lar-
vae partly predigested flesh from the dead
animal. When the time comes for the lar-
vae to change into adult beetles, the par-
ents make their way to the top and again
take wing.

Indeed, carrion beetles constitute a re-
markable sanitation squad. Whom should
we credit for their vital work? The Cre-
ator, Jehovah God, of course. How could
blind chance ever have produced the amaz-
ing beetle sanitation squad?

""Ttacki

“THE Jehovah’s Witnesses have a reputation for tenacity which
is legendary. They flourish in all the world’s nations, even in
countries where they are under mandatory punishment, by

death.

“In Jamaica they have shown a steady growth when all
other major denominations show a decline. The following

incident shows why:—
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“On a recent field trip to the Portland Caves we travelled on
a desolate dirt road for about 30 minutes without seeing a
single person. The only signs of civilization were occasional
goats which seemed wild. We parked at the foot of a precipitous
limestone outcrop and climbed some of the most god-forsaken
territory in this country.

“On our return to the cars, dirty, tired and thirsty it seemed
that not even a breeze had passed since we parked. However,
under each windshield wiper there was a brand-new tract which
must have been placed there by a Jehovah’'s Witness (whether
in spirit or flesh, I can't say). T.J.”— Daily Gleaner, Kings-
ton, Jamaica, W.I.
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O YOU enjoy getting
Dtogether with loved
ones? Gathering to ‘eat,
drink and rejoice’ in mod-
eration receives favorable
mention in the Bible. (Eccl.
8:15; 9:7; Job 1:2, 4, 5)
The Scriptures tell of cer-
tain “feasts” that servants
of God held on special oc-
casions. (Gen. 19:3; 21:8;
2 Sam. 3:20; 1 Ki. 3:15)
Through Moses, Jehovah
commanded the nation of
Israel to observe each
year’'s joyful “seasonal fes-
tivals.” (Lev. 23:2, 37, 38)
Clearly, the Creator real-
izes the joy that can come
from festive occasions.

This does not mean, how-
ever, that all types of cele-
brations meet God's ap-
proval. Many that are
popular in the world today
heap honor on persons and
institutions that the Scrip-
tures portray as ungodly.
Frequently celebrations
have roots in false religion.
The Scriptures command
worshipers of Jehovah to
avoid any connection with
false worship. (2 Cor. 6:
14-18) What about cele-
brating birthdays?

According to the Bible,
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What About Celebrating Birthdays?

the day a baby was born was usually one of rejoicing
and thanksgiving on the part of the parents. Rightly so,
for, “Look! Sons are an inheritance from Jehovah; the
fruitage of the belly is a reward.” (Ps. 127:3; Luke 1:57,
58) It is clear too that during Bible times servants of
God were aware of their time of birth. For example, the
Scriptures specify the ages of Noah and Abraham at
various points during their lives as well as giving their
full ages at death. (Gen. 7:6, 11, 13; 9:28, 29; 12:4;
17:24; 25:7) Under the Mosaic law, members of the
tribe of Levi kept records of their ages so as to know
when they were old enough to begin serving at Jehovah's
sanctuary. (Num. 4:46, 47) Does this suggest that wor-
shipers of God back there held yearly birthday cele-
brations?

Persons who think so sometimes point to Job 1:4 and
Hosea 7:5. The first of these texts mentions Job’s seven
sons holding “a banquet at the house of each one on his
own day.” The second tells of Israelite princes ‘sickening
themselves because of wine’ at a festival “on the day of
our king.” Were these festive occasions birthday parties?
Evidently not. Professor G. Margoliouth writes in Has-
tings’
of the feasting referred to in Job |4f is not clear. As the
seven days appear to have been consecutive, they could
hardly have been birthdays.” “The mention of the ‘day
of our king' in Hos 75 may quite naturally be taken to
refer to the anniversary of the king's accession to the
throne.”

Actually, the Bible mentions birthday celebrations only
in the cases of Egypt's Pharaoh during the days of Jo-
seph and Herod Antipas of the first century C.E. (Gen.
40:20; Matt. 14:6-11) These celebrations, however, ap-
pear in an unfavorable light, for both were held by per-
sons who did not worship Jehovah. Professor Margoli-
outh further observes: “The birthday celebrations in the
Herodian family . . . were, no doubt, an imitation of
Grseco-Roman customs of the time.”

Interestingly, the same encyclopedia says of the an-
cient Greeks and Romans: “The giving of presents on
particular occasions was often dictated by superstitious
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fears, as in the case of birthday-gifts.” The
article notes that the practice of giving
these gifts “was formerly accounted to
possess a magic virtue.”

It further explains that the special pur-
pose of birthday celebrations in ancient
Greece “was to invoke the aid of the Good
Demon ( agathos
—on the border-line of two periods—evil
spirits were especially prone to extend
their influence.”

In view of the pagan origin of many
birthday customs and the fact that the
only Scriptural accounts of birthday cele-
brations are in connection with false wor-
shipers, neither the ancient Jews nor
Christians early in the Common Era cele-
brated birthdays. Concerning the latter,
historian Augustus Neander writes: “The
notion of a birthday festival was far from
the ideas of the Christians of this period
in general.” At about the middle of the
third century C.E., Origen remarked in his
commentary on Matthew, chapter 14:
“Some one of those before us has observed
what is written in Genesis about the birth-
day of Pharaoh, and has told that the
worthless man who loves things connected
with birth keeps birthday festivals; and
we, taking this suggestion from him, find
in no Scripture that a birthday was kept
by a righteous man.”

During the fourth century C.E., how-
ever, something happened to change mat-
ters. What? Professed Christians began
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ on
the false date of December 25. The book
Curiosities of Popular Customs points out:
“With the celebration of Christ’'s Nativity
returned the celebration of the nativities
of ordinary mortals.”

As noted at the beginning of this article,
getting together with friends for joyful
fellowship is a fine thing. As for gifts,
Christians heed Jesus’ counsel to “practice
giving,” for “there is more happiness in
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giving than there is in receiving.” (Luke
6:38; Acts 20:35) The Bible does not es-
tablish rules as to when or how often dur-
ing a year persons can enjoy such festivi-
ties. (Rom. 14:5) But good judgment and
discretion are always in order.

The God-approved festivals mentioned

ghat a tinmie thieeScriptures furnish helpful principles

for Christians. These occasions were in
honor of God and called attention to his
mighty acts. (Deut. 16:1-15; Lev. 23:42,
43) The yearly celebration of the Memo-
rial of Christ's death, too, centers atten-
tion on God and the role of Jesus Christ
in God’s purpose. (Matt. 26:26-29) On
festive occasions, as at all other times,
Christians must honor God.—1 Cor. 10:
31; Rom. 14:6.

A birthday party, however, is a day set
aside regularly, each year, to honor a hu-
man. Could not such a procedure easily
result in excessive adulation of sinful crea-
tures? (Rom. 3:23) When the apostle John
fell down to worship before a sinless heav-
enly angel who had shown to John visions
of future events, the angel cautioned: “Be
careful! Do not do that! All I am is a
fellow slave of you and of your brothers
. . . Worship God.” (Rev. 22:9) Are not
we today even more inclined toward adu-
lation of created persons?

The Word of God nowhere commands
birthday celebrations, mentioning them
only in connection with persons who did
not worship the true God. (Gen. 40:20;
Matt. 14:6-11) Because popular customs
at birthday parties are rooted in pagan
superstition, neither the ancient Jews nor
early Christians celebrated birthdays. True
Christians today, too, obey the command
concerning false religious practices and
those who engage in them: “ ‘Get out from
among them, and separate yourselves,
says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the un-
clean thing’; ‘and 1 will take you in.”
—2 Cor. 6:17.

AWAKE!— JULY 8, 1976



Persecutor’s Doublespeak

# “Nonsense,” said Malawi's
ambassador in South Africa to
charges that his country per-
secutes Jehovah's Witnesses.
But then Mr. N. T. Mizere went
on to say that “they have
nothing to fear ... as long as
they are prepared to renounce
their membership of the move-
ment” Kenya's Eastern Prov-
ince Herald reports: “Mr.
Mizere confirmed that the
movement was banned in Ma-
lawi, but said he was not in a
position to give the precise
reasons for the banning.”

No doubt it would be embar-
rassing to admit that the Wit-
nesses' only offense is their
refusal, as neutrals, to become
card-carrying members of
President Banda's only legal
political party. “All | can say,”
said Mizere, “is that it was not
in the national interest to al-
low such a movement to con-
tinue in existence." Asked
about the punishment for be-
ing one of Jehovah’s Witness-
es, he said: “It is a criminal
offence to belong to a banned
organisation, but the precise
sentence will depend on the
facts of each particular case.”
Thousands have been kept
in concentration-camp-style de-
tention and separated from
their children.

Insulted Pigs
% “Should We Vaccinate the
Pigs?” asks the title of a re-
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cent Science magazine article.
Since the outbreak of “swine
flu” at Fort Dix, New Jersey,
both the World Health Orga-
nization and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture have
raised the possibility of trying
to stop the disease at its prob-
able source—the pigs. How-
ever, says Science, this notion
“does not sit well with the pig
producers. Instead of seeing
the human population threat-
ened by a pig disease, they
tend to see the pigs threatened
by human disease.” In fact, the
National Live Stock and Meat
Board “has been loudly pro-
testing the use of the phrase
‘swine flu'” suggesting instead
the geographical name “New
Jersey flu” in the tradition of
“Hong Kong flu,” and so forth.
New Jersey officials “declined
the honor.”

Leaning Tower Safe

<t The tragic earthquake that
struck northern lItaly in May
also shook the Leaning Tower
of Pisa, about 200 miles (322
kilometers) from the worst
damaged area. But the 800-
year-old tower was not dam-
aged and its tilt—17 feet (5
meters) off center—remained
the same. Officials were pleased
with the tower's “elasticity.”

“Saint” in Politics

When the dried blood of
their resident “Saint” Janua-
rius failed to liquefy on sched-

ule in May, Catholics of Naples
feared imminent disaster. The
local archbishop, Cardinal
Ursi, claimed that the problem
was “neopaganism which im-
pedes Christian life.” His flock
reportedly understood this to
mean that the still-solid blood
reflected Januarius' disapprov-
al of the rise of Italy's Com-
munists and their political
campaigning in the recent elec-
tions.

Smallest Performers

<> Atoms in action are said to
have been filmed for the first
time. A scanning electron mi-
croscope that magnifies 10 mil-
lion times was used to photo-
graph relatively large uranium
atoms. Two University of Chi-
cago physicists recently dis-
played the 30-second movie.

Sins of the Fathers

# Japanese children have be-
come sad victims of the recent
bribery scandal involving huge
sums paid by a U.S. aircraft
manufacturer to get business
in Japan. Children of workers
employed by the Japanese
agency involved are the butt
of a new schoolyard game
called “Testimony.” They “are
forced to repeat, ‘I have no
memory of it,' just as their
fathers' bosses did at parlia-
mentary hearings,” reports the
Daily Yomiuri.

Cancer’s Achilles’ Heel?

# Blood flows through tumors
only about 2 to 15 percent as
rapidly as through normal tis-
sue. Researchers are now using
this fact experimentally to kill
certain cancerous tumors by
heat, while leaving normal
tissue unharmed, according to
The Journal of the American
Medical Association. Radio-
frequency-induced heat, similar
to that produced by microwave
ovens, was directed at tumors
in test subjects. The surround-
ing tissue remained relatively
unharmed because of radiator-
like cooling action by its rapid-
ly moving blood supply. But
the tumors' sluggish blood al-
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lowed their temperatures to
rise 10 to 20 degrees Fahren-
heit above that of the sur-
rounding tissue, Killing them.
Patients also felt virtually no
pain from the treatment.

Gas in the Air

<> It is estimated that up to
60 out of every 10,000 gallons
(227 out of every 37,853 liters)
of gasoline pumped are lost
between oil company supply
tanks and auto fuel tanks.
How? Well, when 10,000 gal-
lons of gas are pumped into a
delivery truck, between 10 and
20 gallons of gasoline are
forced into the air as vapor.
Then, when the tanker fills
local service stations, the same
thing happens, as it also does
when filling your car’s tank.
You may have noticed the
quivering vapor rising from
the tank’s neck. To stop this
waste, the state of California
now requires special nozzles
and recovery equipment at all
stages, hoping to save about
28 million gallons (106 million
liters) of gasoline annually.
Another benefit is reduced air
pollution.

Sheep *Shearers”

<$> People near Bonn, West
Germany, who like to have
their lawns mowed and fertil-
ized noiselessly, without hu-
man or mechanical effort, are
doing business with a venture-
some agricultural student. She
has set up a “Rent-a-Sheep”
business that offers to rent
hungry grass-shearers for less
than $8 each per season. Hun-
dreds have already been rented
to individuals, businesses and
even a school. They agree to
keep at least five sheep on
about an acre (.4 hectare) or
more for the entire season. The
young entrepreneur hopes to
profit, not from the rental fee,
but from the sale of grass-
fattened sheep to butchers and
breeders in the fall.

Pace of the City
<> Do big-city people rush
around more than those who
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live in smaller towns? Yes,
according to a study recently
reported in Britain’'s Nature
magazine. People from big
cities such as New York,
Prague and Munich were found
to walk, on the average, more
than twice as fast as those
from the smallest cities studied
—5.5 feet per second, compared
with 2.7 feet per second. The
researchers said that the faster
pace of big-city walkers held
true for all six countries
checked. They theorized that
people move more quickly in
crowded situations in an effort
to reduce tensions that come
from crowding.

China Recycles

# China recently began im-
porting solid human waste
from Hong Kong to use both
as fertilizer and as a source of
methane gas. The gas is for
home lighting.

Blood Blunders

< It was “just a pure goof,”
declared a Milwaukee County
General Hospital official when
an open-heart surgery patient
recently died of “massive
transfusion reaction.” He
called the transfusing of a
wrong blood type “a very
serious mistake ... by one of
our employes.”

When another person, in
England, received two units of
blood, he developed severe skin
and itching reactions, along
with chest pain and low blood
pressure. Why? Tracing the
blood back to its source, one
of the donors was found to
have similar symptoms after
eating fish, beans or peas. The
patient had eaten these things
during two days prior to his
transfusion. The report in the
British Medical Journal at-
tributed his reaction to “pas-
sive sensitization to these foods
by transfusion of blood from
the [allergic] donor.”

Horse Comeback

<> In Oregon a pair of trained
farm horses that cost about
$500 four years ago are up to

as much as $5,000 now. And
demand is high. Why? Mecha-
nized equipment and fuel costs
have shot up so much that
many small farmers are re-
considering the horse. “The
horses eat hay grown on the
property,” says veteran trainer
L. L. Rumgay. “They mostly
heal themselves when some-
thing is wrong. They provide
fertilizer for the farm, and
they reproduce themselves.”
Another benefit, he says, is
that “these horses will put in
a good day’'s work from the
time they are two years old
until they are 16 or 18. Find
me a tractor that will work
that long on little or no main-
tenance.”

Brainy Babies

<> Prolonged maternal con-
tact with babies during the
first three days after birth im-
proves their speech and brain
power, according to a study
conducted from Case-Western
Reserve School of Medicine.
Mothers who received the
usual limited hospital contact
with their babies were found to
have less interest in and affec-
tion for their infants than
those who had more contact.
The “intimate” mothers went
on to spend more time talking
to their babies as they grew
up. By age five, their babies
“had a richer vocabulary, bet-
ter comprehension, and could
understand more complex and

mature language,” noted Dr.
Normel Ringler. “And they
registered higher scores on
the 1Q tests.”

“Love” in Church

<> When a famous Brazilian
faith healer spoke at the in-
auguration of the new “God
Is Love” church near Rio de
Janeiro, emotions other than
love apparently were stirred.
Some of the 2,000 persons
packed into the building re-
portedly started saying that
he was an impostor. During
the ensuing quarrel, 21 people
were crushed to death and 29
others injured.
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Back in the U.S., brotherly
love collapsed at Peter and
Paul Catholic Church of Great
Meadows, Pennsylvania. Two
members objected to the clas-
sical music played at the morn-
ing service, saying it was “pa-
gan.” They allegedly backed
up their complaint with loud
and offensive language and
banging on the organ. The
organist’'s father reportedly
backed her up by knocking one
of the objectors unconscious,
receiving two broken fingers
and a broken joint in his hand
in return.

Technology Helps Crime

# Counterfeiters in Japan
have discovered a way to make
their work almost undetect-
able. A counterfeit 10,000 Yen
($33) note made on a photo-
copy machine and retouched
with colored pencils “was so
detailed,” says Tokyo’'s Daily
Yomiuri, “that even a police
officer in charge of fake notes
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could not distinguish it from a
genuine note in a dimly lit
place.” Because of the highly
sophisticated printing technol-
ogy involved, Printing Bureau
officials had declared the notes
to be counterfeit-proof when
they were issued in 1958. Now
they fear what will happen
when counterfeiters try out
the new color photocopy ma-
chines.

Clergy on the Warpath
<$> English Catholic priest
Thomas Tryers, serving in
Ghana, “has declared at Ta-
male that guerrilla warfare
is the ‘quickest, surest and
safest way’ of gaining the
total liberation of Africa,” re-
ports the Ghanaian Times. The
paper notes that Tryers was
“recently awarded the Grand
Medal for his contribution to
education and missionary
work.”

Similarly, an African Meth-
odist bishop who has vowed to

“carry the war of liberation
to the bitter end,” cited press-
ing “liberation” work to excuse
himself from a recent world
conference of United Method-
ist bishops. Conference leaders
cautiously noted that their col-
league’s turn to violence prob-
ably came “out of his commit-
ment and obedience to the
Christian faith.” One said that
in spite of theological objec-
tions, the point comes “when
no longer can an armed strug-
gle be avoided” to free “op-
pressed people.” Was that
Christ's way?

Skateboard Fad’s Toll

9% The number of American
skateboarders admitted for
hospital treatment jumped
nine times in 1975 from the
year before, to an estimated
27,500. There are eight deaths
on government record. The Na-
tional Safety Council advises
skateboarders to stay off all
streets and any driveways that
slope into streets.
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