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LIFE is pleasant indeed when one is 
treated with consideration! But today 

many persons give little thought as to how 
their words and actions affect others. They 
expect their fellowmen to be kind and to 
deal fairly with them. But at the same time 
they may think nothing of profiting at the 
expense of someone else.

Such persons may condemn the wrongs 
of fellowmen while excusing their own se­
rious moral failings. They may be incensed 
about robberies and rapes occurring in 
their city. Yet they overlook the fact that 
they themselves are guilty of other wrongs. 
How so? They may misrepresent their in­
come to gain tax advantages, cheat cus­
tomers, loaf on the job, or engage in adul­
tery or premarital sex. While decrying 
religious and racial bias when they are in 
the minority, they may themselves tram­
ple upon the rights of others if they later 
are able to attain greater power or control.

Many people are like the prominent na­
tion that is heard preaching “peace” but 
that sells more arms than any other na­
tion. They are like nations that suffered 
under colonial rule but, upon gaining 
independence, become oppressive them­
selves.

However, one of the most ancient guides 
for living, the Bible, counsels against ap­
plying a different standard to others from 
what we do to ourselves. It states: “A 
cheating pair of scales is something de­
testable to Jehovah.” (Prov. 11:1) “All 
things . . . that you want men to do to 
you, you also must likewise do to them.”

(Matt. 7:12) “Do not you people be owing 
anybody a single thing, except to love one 
another . . . Love does not work evil to 
one’s neighbor.” (Rom. 13:8, 10) But is 
what the Scriptures outline really practi­
cal in a dishonest world?

Ask yourself, Has disregard for the Bi­
ble’s counsel worked out to the good of 
humankind? Surely the answer is all too 
obvious. Fraud, corruption, crime and vio­
lence are making daily life ever harder 
for millions. In many places people must 
be on constant guard so that they will not 
be cheated. Business establishments have 
to raise prices to offset losses from em­
ployee and customer theft, or to cover ex­
penses for increased security measures. 
Dishonesty in the form of shoddy work­
manship and the use of inferior building 
materials may cause serious injuries and 
even fatalities. The mental and emotional 
hurt resulting from trampling upon others’ 
rights is incalculably great.

While a person may think that he must 
look out exclusively for his own interests 
if he is going to survive in this world, his 
ignoring others’ rights is certainly not go­
ing to improve relations with his fellow­
men. He would simply be adding his share 
to the unpleasantness that has resulted 
from disregarding right principle.

In actuality, the person who is genu­
inely interested in his neighbor gains rich 
dividends. What are some of these?

Benefits to Oneself
One great benefit coming to those who 

uphold right principle is personal happi-
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ness and satisfaction. This is in harmony 
with the words of Jesus Christ: “There 
is more happiness in giving than there is 
in receiving.”—Acts 20:35.

Doubtless you yourself have observed 
the outworking of this principle. Among 
the happiest people are those who really 
care about their fellowmen. They find de­
light in being helpful and accommodating. 
Content with what they have, they do not 
greedily strive for more nor do they worry 
unduly about financial matters. On the 
other hand, the stingy, greedy person is 
never satisfied with what he has. When 
he gives, he does so grudgingly, under 
compulsion or with some ulterior motive 
in mind. For instance, he may wish to se­
cure some favor from the receiver of the 
gift. He misses out on the joy that comes 
from making others happy by giving un­
selfishly of his time, energies or assets.

The person who treats others as he 
wishes to be treated often gains the re­
spect and admiration of his fellows. His 
course of action appeals to their conscience 
—that inner sense of right and wrong 
inherent in humankind. Also, is not the 
honest, dependable worker preferred by 
employers over one that is dishonest, un­
reliable and lazy? Do not even persons 
who may be unprincipled themselves want 
to deal with people whose word can be 
trusted?

Principled men and women also main­
tain their own self-respect. They are not 
plagued by a guilty conscience. Their life 
is free from the fears of being exposed and 
disgraced as lawless citizens. They enjoy 
peace of mind because of knowing that 
their conduct is above reproach.

An Approved Relationship
with the Creator

Most importantly, those not yielding to 
the temptation to adopt a selfish attitude
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can maintain a clean standing before the 
Creator, Jehovah God. In striving to con­
duct themselves aright and working for 
the good of others, they are obeying the 
admonition of Jesus Christ: “Make purses 
for yourselves that do not wear out, a 
never-failing treasure in the heavens, 
where a thief does not get near nor moth 
consumes.”—Luke 12:33.

Through unselfish giving, the servant of 
God builds up a fine record with the Most 
High. That record is like a treasure de­
posited in heaven. Neither moth nor rust 
nor anything else can destroy that record. 
It is a real treasure, since Jehovah God 
will reward individuals according to the 
record that they have made with him. For 
example, regarding those who give out of 
a pure motive, without drawing attention 
to themselves, Jesus Christ said: “Your 
Father who is looking on in secret will re­
pay you.”—Matt. 6:4.

Furthermore, God’s approved servants 
are on the way to receive the greatest gift 
of all. What is that? Everlasting life in a 
righteous new order, where the problems 
that have resulted from people’s living by 
a double standard will be things of the 
past. The Bible tells us: “The gift God 
gives is everlasting life by Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” (Rom. 6:23) And “there are 
new heavens and a new earth that we 
are awaiting according to his promise, and 
in these righteousness is to dwell.”—2 Pet. 
3:13.

Treating fellow humans as you would 
like to be treated is practical indeed. You 
thereby avoid needlessly hurting others 
and, instead, appeal to their conscience. 
You maintain happiness, contentment and 
self-respect. Above all, sticking to right 
principle contributes toward maintaining 
a fine relationship with Jehovah God—a 
relationship that can last for all eternity.
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AMONG the most precious 
gifts that the Creator 

has bestowed upon human­
kind is the gift of reproduc­
ing our kind, of having chil­
dren. The birth of an infant 
brings great happiness to its 
parents. As Jesus, the Great 
Teacher, said: “A woman, 
when she is giving birth, has 
grief, . . . but when she has 
brought forth  the young 
child, she remembers the 
tribulation no more because 
of the joy that a man has 
been bom into the world.” 
—John 16:21.

But at times that happi­
ness is all too short-lived. 
When is that? When an in­
fant is bom with some kind 
of handicap—mental, emo­
tional or physical. At pres­
ent there are said to be seven 
million children in the United 
States suffering from  one 
form of handicap or another. 
Particularly is it an incred­
ible shock when parents learn 
that their newly born baby 
suffers from some form of 
mental retardation such as 
mongolianism.*

Years ago there were few 
professional agencies to 
which parents could turn for 
counsel and support in doing 
the most loving and helpful 
thing for such a retarded 
child. But today the situation 
is different, especially in the 
larger cities. So much has

* Mongolianism is caused by a chro­
mosomal defect, the cell nucleus hav­
ing 47 instead of 46 chromosomes. In 
the United States one out of six 
hundred births is a mongoloid.

this situation changed that some say that the present 
could well be “the dawn of a golden age for the re­
tarded.”

For one thing, among recent reports is one appear­
ing in Psychology Today (April 1975) telling of the 
trend toward caring for handicapped children as far 
as possible in close association with average or normal 
children. Instead of having all such handicapped young­
sters kept in institutions by themselves, as has been 
the custom, more and more of them are being cared 
for in a way that allows them to associate with aver­
age children. This is proving very beneficial.

Improved Methods
Typical of the improved way of dealing with handi­

capped youngsters is the Washington, D.C., program 
sponsored by the United States Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare. It takes youngsters from men­
tal institutions and gives them specialized training, at 
the same time weaning them away gradually from 
drugs—something institutions often heavily depend on 
in dealing with retarded or other mentally ill patients. 
As a result, many of these youths are able to take their
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place in regular schools, or to hold down 
jobs if beyond school age.

Today throughout the United States 
there are “Infant Development Programs” 
ready to help retarded youngsters. Ac­
cording to a report, these “ infants of 
intelligence level can develop and learn if 
the special training they need is set in 
motion soon enough.” Even more encour­
aging is the position taken by the Pacific 
State Hospital at Pomona, California, “that 
there is no level at which children are 
‘hopeless.’ ”

It has been learned that most babies are 
eager to explore their surroundings, and 
so are able to develop mentally and physi­
cally on their own even when their sur­
roundings are not ideal. Retardation, how­
ever, can result when the environment is 
really very bad. The retarded child, on the 
other hand, must be coaxed along if it is 
to develop intellectually. In fact, its moth­
er must devote all the time she possibly 
can to such coaxing. That means talking 
to the child, entertaining it, encouraging 
it to be physically active.

Just how to go about this task most ef­
fectively requires instruction and training, 
and this mothers can obtain in many of 
the larger cities. Some of these services 
provide professional help; workers spend 
an hour and a half each week teaching both 
mother and child right in their own home. 
Some communities also have provision for 
letting retarded children stay at such cen­
ters for a period of weeks, receiving in­
struction and training. Those involved in 
this activity say ‘it is a tragedy to give 
up on a retarded child and send it to an 
institution.’

Stressing the importance of physical ac­
tivity for retarded youngsters is the re­
port made by a committee of the Ameri­
can Academy of Pediatrics. The retarded 
child needs more physical activity than 
does the normal child, yet it is likely to
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get less. Neglect along this line both wors­
ens his mental handicap and harms him 
physically, resulting in poor coordination 
and obesity. One private agency in Phila­
delphia, Pennsylvania, encourages moth­
ers to begin teaching their mongoloid in­
fants when they are but five weeks old.

New and Successful Approaches
Another form of treatment that has pro­

duced striking results in severely retarded 
children is what is known as the “Ball- 
Bird-Stick” method. It is based on the 
premise that all letters of the alphabet are 
formed either by a circle (a ball), a tri­
angle (a bird) or a straight line (a stick). 
By this method psychologists have been 
able to teach children with an IQ of only 
twenty or thirty to read and write. And 
with this mental improvement comes also 
an improvement in personality.

Typical is the case of one severely re­
tarded eighteen-year-old girl who kept 
throwing tantrums, had little spontaneous 
speech and spent most of the day rocking 
in a rocking chair. As a result of the “Ball- 
Bird-Stick” method, she now talks freely, 
rarely has tantrums, no longer spends her 
day rocking and has developed a sense of 
humor. In fact, it is the rule that retardees 
trained by this method, some as old as 
forty-nine years, greatly improve in per­
sonality, manifest an upright rather than 
a slumped stance, and no longer spend the 
day rocking in a chair. Moreover, they 
manifest concern about their appearance, 
wanting to look presentable. These are all 
healthy signs. The staffs at such centers 
report that, while at first these retardees 
seemed to be “nonpeople”—as far as com­
municating with them was concerned—as 
a result of such training they now impress 
others as actually being people.

Another successful approach to the men­
tally retarded, either due to mongolism or 
to some type of brain damage, has been
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by means of music. The originator of this 
method, Richard Weber of Peoria, Illinois, 
has used a musical system by means of 
which many retarded children are learn­
ing to play an instrument. One child, whom 
it was impossible to live with and who 
seemed unable to learn anything, soon be­
came quite normal by the aid of this sys­
tem. By means of Weber’s “Musicall” 
method, as he calls it, hundreds of chil­
dren, some of whom were severely retard­
ed and had never spoken a word, have 
been brought to the point where they 
“learn to learn.” Concerning this method, 
a director of a retarded-children’s center 
stated: “Weber’s innovations are destroy­
ing a number of stereotyped notions. Since 
we began using his methods, we see chil­
dren changing from vegetables into per­
sons.”

Hyperactive Children
The young child mentioned above, with 

whom it seemed impossible to live, was 
actually a hyperactive youngster. Hyper­
activity (also known as hyperkinesia) is 
afflicting more and more children, mostly 
boys. It is marked by extreme restlessness 
and diminished attention span, such hyper­
active children being unable to keep their 
young developing minds on any one sub­
ject long enough to add to their fund of 
knowledge. Complicating matters is the 
fact that such children are likely to be 
unruly, stubborn, and five times as likely 
to get into the poison bottle as are other 
children. Truly they are a problem for 
their parents.

The most common and popular method 
of treating these children is by resorting 
to various drugs—strange to say—drugs 
that stimulate adults but seem to calm 
these children. But more and more voices 
are being raised objecting to the drug ap­
proach to this problem. For one thing, 
there is always the danger of children be-

IN THE NEXT ISSUE

• A Look at the "G ay” World
— Is It Really Gay?

• Should Those Who Worship
God Be Vegetarians?

• Should a Pocket Calculator
Be In Your Pocket?

coming addicted and so requiring drugs 
after they become adults. Also, there is 
the question of the harm that these drugs 
can do. And further, such drugs are likely 
to disguise personality problems or disor­
ders that often lie at the bottom of hyper­
activity. For this reason, more and more 
child psychiatrists recommend that par­
ents be quite firm in dealing with such 
children.

It is also an unfortunate fact that, as 
one psychiatrist observed, the physical ex­
amination is often overlooked, which, real­
ly, should be the very first step. Time and 
again this psychiatrist found that the 
child’s hyperactivity was due to some 
physical flaw such as a defective heart 
valve or some metabolic deficiency. Ac­
cording to him, “ it makes no scientific 
sense to suppress hyperactivity with drugs 
without diagnosing and then correcting 
the underlying medical or physiological 
problem.” To cite one example, a hyper­
active boy kept setting the family couch 
on fire. Upon being given drugs, he de­
sisted. But when the drug treatment was 
suspended, on the assumption that he had 
been cured, what did he do? He burned 
down the family garage!

Various “Somatic”Programs
Still another approach, and one that 

has proved to be extremely effective time
AW AKE! —  MAY 1976 7



and again, is nutrition. Time and again 
a boy’s hyperactivity is caused, strangely 
enough, by low blood sugar, a condition 
known as hypoglycemia. This can be treat­
ed by a highly restricted diet that is rich 
in protein and low in carbohydrates and, 
in particular, one that avoids all the “junk 
foods,” which include soda “pop,” all 
“goodies” containing refined sugar, and 
potato chips. At the same time, the meta­
bolic approach includes giving a boy large 
doses of certain vitamins, as well as essen­
tial trace minerals. Such treatment has 
also been very effective in treating chil­
dren suffering from the opposite extreme 
of hyperactivity, namely, autism and even 
those afflicted with schizophrenia.

Then again, more than one psychiatrist 
has found that food additives, such as ar­
tificial colors and flavors and antioxidants 
(added to keep food from spoiling) may 
cause a child to become hyperactive. When 
these were removed from the food that the 
hyperactive children ate, they became nor­
mal. This furnishes no small problem, as 
about 90 percent of foods that kids like 
to eat contain such elements, among the 
chief offenders being hot dogs.

Within the past year another factor has 
been implicated as a probable cause for 
hyperactivity in children, namely, artifi­
cial lighting, especially fluorescent light­
ing. Thus one psychiatrist found that, 
when he changed the lighting fixtures so 
as to include the natural spectrum of light 
rays and shielded the children from the 
X  rays that usually are emitted from the 
cathode ends of these lamps, the hyperac­
tive children became normal.

Nor should the approach advocated by 
Nobel Prize winner Nicholas Tinbergen 
for some types of emotional problems be 
overlooked. In Science, July 5, 1974, he 
tells about the value of the muscular ap­

proach, which might be termed a gentle 
but very knowledgeable, properly admin­
istered massage from head to foot that 
releases body tensions and causes the mus­
cles and nerves to function normally. Tin­
bergen, on the one hand, was pleased to 
note how many men known for their great 
learning have spoken favorably about it, 
but, on the other hand, he was alarmed 
“because we found this corner of psychia­
try in a state of disarray, and because we 
discovered that many of the established 
experts—doctors, teachers, and therapists 
—are so little open to new ideas and even 
facts.”

“Check-Mark” Methods
All the foregoing ways of treating hy­

peractivity might be said to be “somatic” 
approaches, in that they attack the prob­
lem through the body. In contrast is the 
“Check-Mark” program, which uses psy­
chological means, namely, training and 
teaching methods. In this new educational 
program children are given “checks” and 
“marks” depending on how well they be­
have and perform, and this allows them 
to choose certain rewards. It requires a 
great deal of patience and understanding 
on the part of the teachers, for the chil­
dren need sustained individual attention. 
Some 80 percent of hyperactive children 
are returned to normal in about eighteen 
months, the remainder taking somewhat 
more time.

Truly, from all the foregoing it is clear 
that there is increased hope for children 
suffering from either retardation or hyper­
activity. Not only do their parents have 
a choice of many kinds of professional help 
available, but also implied is that there 
are many things that the parents them­
selves can do that could prove very help­
ful.
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DO ANIMALS HAVE WISDOM?
W ISDOM is the ability to use acquired 

knowledge to solve problems and 
avoid dangers. For humans, wisdom in­
volves the use of reasoning powers. Is this 
also true of animals?

Cats, for example, have been known to 
open doors by moving a latch. Is this an 
evidence of their reasoning out the solu­
tion to a problem? Consider the results 
of some scientific experiments.

ment, manifestly they had not been able 
to reason out the solution.

What about such animals as chimpan­
zees? They can be trained to sit at a table, 
eat with knives, spoons and forks, ride 
bicycles and engage in various other hu­
man activities. Does this not indicate that 
they have reasoning faculties as do hu­
mans? To answer this question, we might 
examine the results of a number of ex­

A scientist placed a cat in a cage 
equipped with a door that could be opened 
by moving a latch. He reached through 
the bars of the cage and pressed one of the 
cat’s paws against the latch, thereby open­
ing the door. When the door opened he 
gave the animal a piece of fish. Despite 
the scientist’s repeated efforts to teach 
the cat to open the door in this manner, 
the animal never did learn how to do it.

Thereafter the researcher 
put a number of cats into the 
cage. The anim als 
tried everything to get 
out. They pawed, 
s c r a t c h e d  and 
chewed all around 
the cage. In time, 
by trial and error, 
they succeeded in 
moving the latch.
But when returned 
to the cage, the 
cats again resorted 
to the trial-and- 
error  m ethod.
While they even­
tually  becam e 
quite adept in es­
caping confine­

periments conducted with chimpanzees.
A banana was placed outside the cage 

beyond reach of a female chimpanzee. In­
side the cage there were sticks that could 
be used to gain access to the fruit. Did the 
chimpanzee recognize the hopelessness of 
getting the banana without employing one 
of the sticks? No. She tried in vain to 
reach the fruit with her arms. Finally 
she did use a stick to bring the fruit 
toward her. But when faced with the 
same situation later on, the chimpanzee 

again ignored the stick.
Another chimpanzee 

acted similarly when he 
saw  a ba n a n a  
h a n g in g  h ig h  
above him. Even 
though a box was 
available to stand 
on, the chimpan­
zee vainly tried to 
reach the fruit by 
jumping. Then the
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box caught his attention. Despite earlier 
experiences with boxes, however, he did 
not move it directly underneath the ba­
nana. He merely shoved the box in the 
direction of the banana and then jumped 
from it to seize the fruit.

In another experiment, a chimpanzee 
used two boxes, placing one on top of the 
other to reach the banana. When this still 
did not bring the banana within reach, he 
pulled out the bottom box and attempted 
to place it on top of the second box.

These and similar experiments have 
demonstrated that chimpanzees vary con­
siderably in their ability to solve prob­
lems and that they cannot reason as do 
humans. Observes the book Animals Are 
Quite Different: “The monkeys realized, 
at least some of them did, though even 
those only occasionally, that a purpose 
can be achieved by the use of auxiliary ap­
pliances, when the arms prove too short 
for the end in view. But while a human 
being, even quite a small child, deduces 
general laws from his experiences and al­
ways draws valid conclusions, the mon­
keys did not show in any way that they 
grasped the meaning of anything as a 
whole. . . .  All performances by monkeys 
subjected to intelligence tests invariably 
proceeded with a view to perfectly materi­
al ends. Unless a banana or some other 
bait were available they utterly declined to 
concern themselves . . . Their behaviour 
was invariably directed purely by the eye. 
If the stick happened to be in sight, well 
and good, they seized it and started fishing 
for the banana lying outside the cage. But 
if the stick was behind them they never 
noticed it.”—Pp. 68, 69.

Evidently animals learn by trial and 
error rather than by drawing logical con­
clusions from experience. This is well il­
lustrated by what can happen to a dog. 
The animal may pass a certain corner.

Suddenly he may be pounced upon by a 
larger dog and seriously injured. From 
then on, the animal may do everything 
possible to avoid passing the corner where 
he had the bad experience, even though 
the large dog may not live in that area at 
all. Though having learned something from 
what happened, the dog is unable to reason 
out that the corner itself had no relation 
to the unpleasant incident.

Evidence of Logical Thinking?
Yet it may be asked, Have there not 

been horses and other animals that were 
able to solve mathematical problems? Ap­
pearances are at times very deceptive. 
Take the case of the horse known as 
“Clever Hans.” This horse could seemingly 
add, subtract, multiply and even spell ac­
cording to a system worked out by his 
trainer. For example, if asked, ‘How much 
is one-third plus one-fourth?’ the horse 
would stamp seven times and then twelve 
times, indicating that the answer was 
seven-twelfths. How would this be pos­
sible for an unreasoning horse? In his book 
Animal Behavior, J. P. Scott writes:

“A  committee of zoologists and psycholo­
gists studied Hans and found that the horse 
could indeed do the sort of thing which had 
been reported. One of the first hints of how 
Hans got his results came when they found 
that he always failed when no one present 
knew the answer to a problem. This sug­
gested that the master, who apparently was 
standing perfectly still and waiting for the 
answer, was in some way giving Hans an 
unconscious signal when he got the right 
answer. Sure enough, when a screen was 
put between master and horse, Hans lost his 
powers entirely. All that really happened in 
the case of this wonder horse was that he 
had been taught to paw the ground, and if 
he pawed long enough, he would inevitably 
come to the right answer. At this point his 
master would feel relieved and relax slight­
ly, and Hans saw that this was the time to 
stop. Hans was a highly trainable and obser­
vant horse, but he could not do arithmetic.” 
—P. 161.
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Instinctive Wisdom and
Acquired Experience

While animals are incapable of reason­
ing like humans, they have all the facul­
ties needed for the preservation of their 
kind. This is built into them as instinct. 
Often their instinctive wisdom is amazing.

An interesting example is the emperor 
penguin, which mates during the bleakest 
time of the year in the coldest parts on 
earth. Once the female lays the egg, she 
turns it over to her mate. The egg then 
comes to rest on his webbed feet, which 
are richly supplied with blood vessels and 
therefore can keep it warm from below. 
A fold of skin or pouch fits snugly over 
the egg, keeping it warm from above. Af­
ter a “ritualistic” parting ceremony, the 
female leaves. By this time the male al­
ready has not eaten anything for about 
a month or so and must endure another 
two months without food in temperatures 
plunging to 85° below zero Fahrenheit 
(65° below zero Celsius), accompanied by 
great blizzards. How do the male penguins 
survive? Whenever a storm breaks loose, 
some five to six hundred of them bunch 
together to form a solid moving circle. The 
penguins affected most by the wind move 
toward the protected side and those that 
were shielded submit themselves tempo­
rarily to the worst of the blizzard. Thus, 
by mutual cooperation, stemming from in­
stinctive wisdom, the male penguins keep 
themselves alive.

Besides the benefit of instinct, many 
animals have the ability to learn a great 
deal from experience. As a result, they 
may seem to reflect reason, logic and very 
human emotions when viewed through 
the eyes of men and women. Because of 
looking at the behavior of animals as they 
do upon the actions of humans under simi­
lar circumstances, many people mistaken­
ly attribute human feelings to animals.

Of course, animals do have feelings. The 
Creator took this into consideration when 
setting forth specific laws for man’s guid­
ance. For instance, the Israelites were 
commanded: “You must not muzzle a bull 
while it is threshing.” (Deut. 25:4) The 
animal was not to be tormented with hun­
ger while grain was so near and he was 
exerting energy to thresh it.

Though pointing out that animals have 
feelings, the Bible definitely shows that 
man alone is made in the Creator’s image. 
Man, therefore, possesses qualities lacking 
in the animal creation. (Gen. 1:27) That 
is why gratitude, sympathy and similar 
human traits cannot be found among ani­
mals. Animals at a zoo may roughly snatch 
food from hands extended toward them. 
Their manner shows that they know no 
gratitude or appreciation. The alarming 
squawks of a chicken have no meaning to 
the wolf that starts devouring the bird 
from the tail end. He never reasons that 
it would be more merciful to bite off its 
head first, thereby putting it out of its 
misery. To the wolf, the chicken is only 
food. No matter how affectionate an ani­
mal may seem to be, it cannot understand 
what the loss of a dear friend or relative 
can mean to a human.

Truly, the Bible is very realistic in 
speaking of animals as “ unreasoning.” 
(2 Pet. 2:12) They have instinctive wis­
dom, and many possess surprising learning 
ability. But humans alone have the rea­
soning faculties and moral capacity to dis­
play unselfish love and intelligent compas­
sion. That is why the person who tries to 
find among animals what he failed to 
find among humans—understanding and 
heartfelt sympathy—will in time be woe­
fully disappointed. Animals simply are not 
endowed with the capacity to express the 
feelings and concerns that rightly moti­
vated humans can.
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•fi JLook
TH E SEVEN WONDERS '

OF THE ANCIENT WORLD

IF YOU were asked to name seven man­
made “wonders” of the modern world, 

what would you mention? The Eiffel Tow­
er in Paris, France? Perhaps the Empire 
State Building in the city of New York? 
What about the Suez Canal? Explorers 
and travelers have listed all three, as well 
as other notable things.

But suppose you had lived over two 
thousand years ago. Then what would you 
have named as the Seven Wonders of the 
World? The Greeks and Romans had var­
ious lists of notable works of art and 
architecture. For instance, Philo of By­
zantium gave one list, Antipater of Sidon 
another, differing somewhat. As it is, how­
ever, a traditional list has come down 
to us, and it includes man-made things 
that were either colossal in size, of great 
splendor or outstanding because of other 
extraordinary features.

The Pyramids of Egypt 
Of the “Seven Wonders” of the ancient 

world, only the Egyptian pyramids stand 
today. Most important are the three 
situated at Giza, on the west bank of the 
Nile River near Cairo. They are mammoth 
tombs built for certain pharaohs. The first 
and largest was the Great Pyramid. This 
gigantic tomb of Pharaoh Cheops (Khufu) 
was expected to be a secure place for the 
king’s remains and the treasures buried 
with them.

Covering an area of thirteen acres, the 
Great Pyramid has a square base and 
triangular sides, each facing one of the 
four points of the compass. This pyramid 
is 482 feet high and was constructed with
2.300.000 individual stones. These stones 
range in weight up to 5,000 pounds each! 
How were such huge stones quarried, 
transported and put in place? This cannot 
be said with certainty. But it has been 
concluded that a labor force of some
100.000 men toiled for twenty years to 
complete the Great Pyramid.

Why were the pyramids built? Well, the 
ancient Egyptians believed in life after 
death. But if the soul was to live on, they 
thought that a person’s fleshly body had 
to be preserved. So, they embalmed their 
dead. Moreover, valuables were buried 
with the deceased for his use in the spirit 
world. No wonder some pharaohs built 
gigantic, seemingly impenetrable tombs!

The Hanging Gardens
and Walls of Babylon

If tourists of the past were drawn to 
the pyramids, it is likely that their ‘travel 
guides’ would urge them on to Babylon. 
According to certain traditions, both that 
city’s massive walls and its Hanging Gar­
dens were among the ancient world’s 
“Seven Wonders.”

Babylon’s walls were constructed by 
King Nabopolassar of the seventh century 
B.C.E. and his successor King Nebuchad-
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nezzar II (624-581 B.C.E.). The city was 
built on both sides of the Euphrates River, 
and there were walls with a number of 
gateways along the river’s banks. Addi­
tionally, Babylon was surrounded by 
double walls, the outer wall being but­
tressed by towers. In it there were a 
number of massive gates. (Isa. 45:1, 2) 
Two Greek historians of the fifth century 
B.C.E. wrote about Babylon’s walls. 
Ctesias indicates that they were some 300 
feet high, whereas according to Herodotus 
the walls were about 335 feet in height and 
85 feet wide. Be that as it may, the width 
of Babylon’s wall must have been great, 
for Herodotus stated: “ On the top, along 
the edges of the wall, they constructed 
buildings of a single chamber facing one 
another, leaving between them room for 
a four-horse chariot to turn.”

If a traveler was impressed 
with those towering walls, 
surely he would no less con­
sider the Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon to be a “wonder.” 
Nebuchadnezzar H built them, 
apparently for his Median 
queen Amytis, who found the 
flat Babylonian countryside 
disappointing and longed for 
the trees and hilly terrain of 
her native land.

The Hanging Gardens con­
sisted of a series of man­
made terraces joined by mar­
ble staircases and possibly 
rising to heights of 75 to 300 
feet above the plain. On the 
earth-covered terraces grew 
many flowers, shrubs and 
trees. It is said that slaves 
worked in shifts turning 
screws of some sort that lift­
ed water from the Euphrates 
to the gardens. From cisterns 
on the highest terrace, the

water was piped to fountains that pro­
vided for needed irrigation. Extraordinary 
though they were, however, those famed 
Hanging Gardens no longer exist.

The Temple of Artemis at Ephesus
When the Christian apostle Paul visited 

the renowned city of Ephesus in Asia 
Minor during the first century of the 
Common Era, among its notable buildings 
was the temple of the goddess Artemis 
(the Roman Diana). An original temple, 
designed about 550 B.C.E., was destroyed 
in 356 B.C.E., but it was replaced by an 
edifice more magnificent than the orig­
inal.

In the apostle Paul’s day this resplen­
dent temple stood on a platform measuring
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about 418 feet by 239 feet. The building 
itself was approximately 343 feet long 
and 164 feet wide. Its inner sanctuary, 
about 105 feet long and 70 feet wide, is 
thought to have been open to the sky. 
An image of the goddess Artemis may 
have stood behind the altar in this sanc­
tuary. Of this impressive marble temple 
with roof tiles of white marble and over 
a hundred massive columns, nothing re­
mains but the foundation and some rela­
tively minor portions. The Goths destroyed 
the temple about 260 C.E. True, devotees 
of the goddess once shouted “Great is 
Artemis of the Ephesians!” Yet, that 
‘greatness’ and her once-glorious temple 
have faded into the past.—Acts 19:34.

The Statue of Zeus at Olympia
Similarly, the noted Greek sculptor 

Phidias thought he was fashioning a god 
when he completed one of the ancient 
world’s “Seven Wonders” about the year 
435 B.C.E. It was a forty-foot-high statue 
of Zeus (the Roman Jupiter) seated on a 
cedar throne decorated with ebony, ivory, 
gold and precious gems. The statue repre­
sented that false god with an olive wreath 
on his head. Using wood as a core, Phidias 
made the flesh of ivory, the robe of gold. 
In the god’s right hand he put a gold- 
and-ivory figure of Victory, and in the 
left a scepter topped by an eagle.

This gigantic statue was placed in the 
temple of Zeus at Olympia, Greece, and 
its admirers included many athletes and 
other sports enthusiasts who flocked to 
the area for the famous Olympic Games. 
During a later century, Roman Emperor 
Theodosius I had the statue taken to 
Constantinople, where fire destroyed it in 
475 C.E.

The Mausoleum at Halicarnassus
When King Mausolus of Caria in Asia 

Minor died in 353 B.C.E., evidently his

wife Artemisia felt that her husband’s 
name and fame should live on. Therefore, 
she had a splendid sepulcher constructed 
in his memory. It was the Mausoleum, 
located at Halicarnassus, in southwestern 
Asia Minor. Interestingly, even today 
elaborate buildings providing burial space 
are called mausoleums.

The tomb of Mausolus was designed by 
the Greek architects Pythios and Satyros. 
It was some 135 feet high and had a rec­
tangular base surmounted by a colonnade 
of thirty-six pillars. Resting on the colon­
nade was a stepped pyramid, and atop it 
a statue of Mausolus in a chariot. All of 
this for one man!

Impressive though it was, the Mauso­
leum was destroyed by an earthquake. By 
the fifteenth century C.E. the building 
was gone. Only some pieces of the once- 
magnificent tomb exist today.

The Colossus of Rhodes
Popularly called the Colossus because of 

its immensity, a statue of the sun god 
Helios once stood near the harbor of the 
island of Rhodes in the Aegean Sea. This 
statue of bronze was about 120 feet high, 
about the same height as the Statue of 
Liberty in New York harbor. And a co­
lossus it surely was. Why, one finger was 
larger them many an ordinary statue! To 
support this hollow representation of 
Helios, its Greek sculptor Chares of Lin- 
dus, Rhodes, used some seven and a half 
tons of iron bars besides blocks of stone. 
Chares labored for twelve years, finally 
completing the statue in 280 B.C.E. In­
cidentally, the statue did not straddle the 
harbor with ships passing between the 
legs, as some have said. Rather, it ap­
parently was erected on an embankment 
facing the sea.

Yet, just think! The Colossus of Rhodes 
stood for a mere fifty-six years. An earth-
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quake toppled it in 224 B.C.E. Reportedly, 
the broken fragments lay on the rocks 
for over 800 years, until sold as scrap 
metal in the seventh century C.E. An in­
glorious end for one of the ancient world’s 
“Seven Wonders” !

The Pharos of Alexandria
A virtual “skyscraper” and another 

“wonder” of the ancient world was a tow­
ering lighthouse on an isle in the harbor 
of Alexandria, Egypt. Called the Pharos 
for the island (today a peninsula) on which 
it stood, this lighthouse was so famous 
that pharos came to be applied to light­
houses in general.

While reports vary, the Pharos of Alex­
andria appears to have been some 440 
feet high. Its designer was the Greek 
architect Sostratus, and it was built about 
270 B.C.E., during the reign of Ptolemy II 
Philadelphus. This lighthouse was con­
structed in three sections on a stone base. 
The lower portion was square, the middle 
section eight-sided and the upper part cir­
cular. The topmost portion was roofed, but 
open, with bronze columns round about.

Through a central shaft, by means of 
a windlass, wood was brought to the open 
upper level, there to feed the fire that 
provided light. It is said that a mirror 
reflected the fire by night, as well as the 
sunlight by day, so that the light could 
be seen at least a hundred miles away.

What happened to the Pharos of Alex­
andria? An earthquake partially demol­
ished it on August 7, 1303, and its ruin 
seems to have been completed during the 
same century. Yet, the renowned light­
house stood for over a thousand years.

Was All the Effort Worth While?
In retrospect, you may well conclude 

that some “wonders” of the ancient world

served a useful purpose. Certainly, Bab­
ylon’s Hanging Gardens were a delight to 
the eye, and the city’s formidable walls 
provided a measure of protection. And 
the Pharos of Alexandria aided mariners.

But what about the great temple of 
Artemis, the statue of Zeus at Olympia 
and the Colossus of Rhodes? As works of 
art and architecture, they were extraor­
dinary indeed. Yet, how misspent the 
effort put forth to fashion or construct 
them! Surely that was realized by servants 
of the true God, Jehovah, for any of them 
living when those “wonders” still stood 
were guided by His Word. About 460 
B.C.E., before Phidias lavished great labor 
on his mammoth statue of Zeus, the Bible 
book of Psalms was completed. Moved by 
the spirit of the living God, Jehovah, the 
psalmist had declared: “The idols of the 
nations are silver and gold, the work of 
the hands of earthling man. A mouth 
they have, but they can speak nothing; 
eyes they have, but they can see nothing; 
ears they have, but they can give ear to 
nothing. Also there exists no spirit in their 
mouth.”—Ps. 135:15-17.

Consider, too, the pyramids of Egypt 
and the famed Mausoleum. The desire to 
be remembered and honored has driven 
some to construct impressive monuments. 
Yes, they have also had other reasons. 
But how sobering the divinely inspired 
words of wise King Solomon, who said: 
“There is no remembrance of people of 
former times, nor will there be of those 
also who will come to be later. There will 
prove to be no remembrance even of them 
among those who will come to be still later 
on.” (Eccl. 1:11) The pages of history 
are filled with many names, but these 
mean little in the lives of people today. 
Only with Jehovah rest any prospects of 
remembrance and restoration to life by 
a resurrection.—Job 14:13-15; Acts 24:15.
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ANKIND’S FUTURE?
By “Awake!” correspondent in Denmark

??T7,INAL examinations.”  What does that
1  bring to your mind? If you are in 

school, it may evoke thoughts of your com­
ing efforts to remember facts or to solve 
problems so as to advance in school. If 
you are long out of school, it may bring 
back memories of critical tests that would 
determine whether you would graduate. 
But whether you are now in school or not, 
do you normally link these two things: 
mankind’s future and school final exami­
nations?

On May 12, 1975, most of the 14,700 
senior high school students in Denmark 
saw a connection between them. Imagine 
yourself in their situation. In their final 
examinations they had to write an essay 
on “Mankind’s Future.” They had six 
hours to study a twenty-four-page booklet 
and write their essay involving its contents.

Extremely different possibilities for the 
future were suggested by the illustrations 
on the booklet’s front and back pages. The 
cover showed a woodcut by artist Palle 
Nielsen. It was the “World of War.” Then 
on the back was a beautiful scene of para­
dise, with people playing with various ani­
mals and picking fruit. Below this picture 
was a partial quotation of Revelation 21: 
3, 4 from the final book of the Bible. The 
booklet explained that this picture was 
taken “ from Jehovah’s Witnesses’ publica­
tion The Truth That Leads to Eternal 
Life."

Perhaps, as with some of the students, 
those two illustrations suggest to you two

vastly different futures—mankind in ruin 
or in paradise. Yet, note briefly the six 
parts of this specially prepared booklet. 
As you do, think of what you might have 
written about mankind’s future.

The Views
The school booklet contained six printed 

excerpts, each being one to three pages 
long. The first text was from Aldous Hux­
ley’s book Brave New World, which the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica (1974) says pre­
sents “a pessimistic vision of a world state” 
in the future. The book “describes a world 
in which people use all the newest inven­
tions of science and are miserable and un­
happy because they do not know how to 
love one another.” It is indeed a depress­
ing “vision” for mankind’s future. Would 
you write in that vein?

The next excerpt was from Det afsindige 
menneske (in English entitled “The Crazy 
Ape” ), a book by Nobel Laureate biolo­
gist Albert Szent-Gyorgyi. He states: “To­
day is the first time in man’s history that 
he is able to truly enjoy life, free of cold, 
hunger and disease” and “also the first 
time in his history that man has the 
capability of exterminating himself in one 
blow.” The excerpt continued: “One would 
expect that any idiot could make a wise 
choice between these two alternatives. It 
is basically a choice between pleasure and 
pain. Yet man seems to be bent on choos­
ing the latter.”  The biologist then ques­
tions: “How can we get out of the fatal
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groove we are in, the one that is leading 
towards the brink?” He does not think 
that there is any religion “which embraces 
all mankind or appeals to all mankind,” 
so he rules out religion as a possible reme­
dy. He is particularly critical of the 
“church imperialism” of Christendom, for 
it “has a very poor record.” On the other 
hand, he points to science and its “method 
for building a safe new world, resolving 
the differences between nations, creating 
peace without fear, hunger and disease, 
with undreamt-of wealth, dignity and hap­
piness; a world not based on force but on 
decency, equity and good will.” Would you 
feel this to be a realistic view on which 
to write?

You can give thought, as did the stu­
dents, to the third excerpt presented in the 
school booklet. It set forth the future that 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
has as its goal for tomorrow. In part it 
said: “Communism also implies a new 
man, a man of spiritual richness, mor­
al purity and physical perfection. A high 
communistic consciousness, love of work 
and discipline and devotion to the inter­

ests of the community—those are the 
inseparable qualities of this person.”

Many of the Danish students might have 
been surprised at the nature of the book­
let’s fourth text; you might be too. In­
troducing it, the examination booklet said: 
“The Revelation is the last book in the 
New Testament. Here the Apostle John 
relates his visions of the Last Day, when 
the dead are being raised from their 
graves to be judged either to salvation or 
perdition.”  A quotation of Revelation 21: 
1-8 followed. In part that says: “The tent 
of God is with mankind, and he will reside 
with them . . .  And he will wipe out every 
tear from their eyes, and death will be 
no more, neither will mourning nor out­
cry nor pain be anymore. The former 
things have passed away.” Is that not 
thought provoking?

Now, nearing the end of the booklet, 
the fifth text was introduced with this 
comment: “Jehovah’s witnesses: The
Truth That Leads to Eternal Life. In the 
following is described the fined battle be­
tween Jehovah and Satan and the condi­
tions after the battle. The references in

On its front and 
b a ck  cover, this 
booklet offers two 
different views of 
mankind’s future—  
mankind in ruin and 
mankind in para­
dise. Which do you 
think correctly fore­

sees what is to 
come?
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the text apply to passages in the Bible.” 
You may have a copy of that Bible-study 
aid, for eighty million copies have been 
produced in ninety-four languages. The ex­
amination booklet presented extracts tak­
en from pages 100-106, the chapters “The 
Last Days of This Wicked System of 
Things” and “Righteous Rule Makes Earth 
a Paradise.” The extracts showed from the 
Bible that Jehovah God and Christ will 
intervene in human affairs, wiping out 
wickedness on earth and doing away with 
the evil influence of Satan the Devil and 
his demons. Then, under the rule of the 
Prince of Peace, men of faith can enjoy 
peace and unity. All men will be brothers. 
War will be no more. With Christ as a 
righteous king, oppression and corruption 
will not exist on earth. Humans will enjoy 
peace and freedom from fear.

After reading such an appealing descrip­
tion, you, as were the Danish students, 
might be jolted by the contrast in the final 
excerpt. It was from a 1968 book by Sven 
Holm, Min elskede—en sTcabelonroman 
(My Beloved—a Pattern Novel). Like 
Huxley’s book, this Danish novel sets 
forth a very pessimistic view of the world 
of the future.

Well, if you had been in the situation 
of those students and had studied the six 
excerpts, what would you write about man­
kind’s future? Consider the guidelines that 
the students were given.

Take Your Pick
Each student taking the final examina­

tion was given the option of choosing any 
one of the following six exercises:

1. Characterize some of the views and 
attitudes about mankind’s future ex­
pressed in the booklet’s six excerpts. 
Use at least three of them in developing 
the theme “Future Perspectives.”
2. Characterize the fifth text (Jeho-
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vah’s Witnesses) as to style and lan­
guage used. Discuss how the language 
used has been influenced by the book’s 
object, the subject and the readers to 
which it is directed. Examine how it is 
related to the fourth excerpt (Reve­
lation). Support your characterization 
with examples from the excerpts. Use 
the theme: “A  Textual Characteriza­
tion.”
3. Compare the future visions in the 
extracts from the novels by Aldous 
Huxley and Sven Holm. Consider their 
visions in the light of reality that you 
know. How do you estimate these ex­
cerpts as to being prophecies? Theme: 
“Fancy or Reality?”
4. Mankind’s future has often been 
dealt with in science and the arts. Ex­
plain one or more presentations of the 
matter that you know, describing wheth­
er they are of future hope or of future 
ruin. You may choose your own theme.
5. In your opinion what factors will 
determine what the world will be like 
in the year 2000? Theme: “The Year 
2000.”

6. Interpretation of the excerpt from 
Sven Holm’s novel. Theme: “My Beloved 
—a Pattern Novel.”
Which of the six essays would you have 

picked to develop? You can see that two 
of the texts express in fiction the pessi­
mism that has prevailed since World War 
I. While many persons would like to be­
lieve that the future will be brighter, is 
there not ample basis for pessimism?

Going farther, while the promises of 
science that Dr. Szent-Gyorgyi mentions 
may sound fine, are you thoroughly con­
fident that they will be realized? After 
writing his essay one Danish student was 
quoted in Copenhagen’s Berlingske Ti- 
dende as saying: “ If science is given too 
great power, it is going to be a cold and
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hopeless world.” Do you see truth in that 
conviction?

Well, does the outlook presented in the 
Communist excerpt sound noble and at­
tractive? Everyone answering “Yes” then 
faces the question of whether it seems 
probable that this outlook will be realized. 
Has your experience borne out the likeli­
hood of all humans willingly accepting 
Communistic indoctrination and producing 
a “new man, a man of spiritual richness, 
moral purity and physical perfection” ? Or, 
in many Communistic lands are not party 
policies pursued basically through force 
and repression?

Frankly, many observers of human na­
ture and of the world scene would agree 
with another Danish student who was 
quoted in the Berlingske Tidende: “We can 
only hope for a miracle to avoid a third 
world war—a nuclear war that will de­
stroy the planet in a few seconds.” So what 
could you accurately write about man­
kind’s future?

This last-quoted student actually pro­
vided a clue. She spoke of something mi­
raculous happening. That is in essence 
what the other two excerpts point toward, 
intervention by the Creator of the earth 
and of mankind. That is no mere idyllic 
dream; it is just as real and substantial a 
prospect as the earth and mankind are 
real.

Many persons seem to think that the 
Bible book of Revelation sets out a gloomy 
message of a coming Doomsday and that 
this is what Jehovah’s Witnesses stress in

their preaching. On the contrary, though, 
God’s intervention—described in Revela­
tion and taught by Jehovah’s Witnesses— 
is a rescue! “How so?”  you may wonder. 
Note what Revelation 11:18 foretells: 
“Your [God’s] own wrath came, and the 
appointed time . . .  to bring to ruin those 
ruining the earth.” Far from being a 
Doomsday for all mankind and the earth, 
the foretold intervention by God will mean 
the elimination of only those who threaten 
the welfare and peace of mankind. Thus, 
The Truth That Leads to Eternal Life 
could point to this result:

“There will be complete freedom from fear 
of any harm. Nevermore will anyone be 
afraid to stroll through a park at night to 
view the starry handiwork of the Creator.
. . . then in a literal way, ‘they will actually 
dwell in security, with no one to make them 
tremble.’— Ezekiel 34:28.”

The subject that the Danish students 
were given to develop, “Mankind’s Fu­
ture,” is truly of immediate importance to 
all of us. Considering the matter care­
fully, a person ends up with the question: 
Am I to put my future and my trust in 
the hands of man or of God? The very fact 
that all of us are dependent on the Creator 
for the life we have and the air and other 
means to sustain life certainly recommends 
that we look into what he has to say re­
garding the future. He is involved in man­
kind’s future. He is involved in your fu­
ture. Why not study His Word carefully 
to find out what He expects of us now so 
we will be in position to benefit from what 
he determines for mankind’s future?

‘COMING UNDER A  SHADOW ’
A shadow cast by a crag, cloud, building, tree or some other object 
can provide welcome protection as, for example, from the hot sun. 
That is why the Biblical expression to 'come under the shadow of 
something’ means to come into a place of protection, security or 
refuge. For example, Lot said to the men of Sodom regarding his 
angelic guests: "Only to these men do not do a thing, because that 
is why they have come under the shadow of my roof.” (Gen. 19:8) 
See also Isaiah 32:1, 2.
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ON Monday, November 10,1975, it came, 
after warning tremors. Like an earth­

quake it rocked the world of Christendom 
and Jewry. The United Nations General 
Assembly, by a two-to-one majority vote, 
adopted a resolution declaring Zionism a 
form of racism and racial discrimination.

Seventy-two nations voted in favor of 
this resolution, while thirty-five voted 
against it. There were thirty-two nations 
that abstained, and three were absent. 
Supporters included also the Communist 
countries, except Romania, which was ab­
sent. Most Asian nations approved, along 
with Cyprus, Turkey, Guyana, Portugal 
and Mexico. The majority of African na­
tions joined in condemning Zionism.

Opposers of the resolution were mainly 
nations professedly Christian. These in­
cluded the nine nations of the European 
Common Market, all the other Scandina­
vian countries, a number of the British 
Commonwealth and the United States.

What is Zionism? Why was it con­
demned? As defined in general news re­
leases, Zionism is “ the movement for a 
Jewish national homeland in Palestine, re­
alized with the creation of Israel and prop­
agated today as the guiding philosophy of 
the Jewish state and its supporters.”

Reasoning Pro and Con
The impact of the resolution produced 

immediate shock waves. Israel’s ambas­

sador Chaim Herzog furiously tore the 
resolution to pieces there on the dais in 
front of the assembly. Former U.S. am­
bassador Daniel P. Moynihan angrily ac­
cused the assembly of an “ infamous act.” 
Rallies and demonstrations in protest of 
the U.N. action sprang up in many places.

Many considered it a direct blow against 
Jews and Judaism. Ambassador Herzog, 
for example, linked Zionism with Jewish 
worship, saying: “The Zionist ideal, as set 
out in the Bible, has been and is an in­
tegral part of the Jewish religion.” At a 
convention in Atlantic City, 3,000 ortho­
dox Jews condemned the resolution as “an 
attempt to deny the divinely accorded 
rights of the Jewish people to the Holy 
Land, and as such an abominable act 
against the entire Jewish people.”

Backers of the resolution, however, con­
tended that the vote was not against Ju­
daism and Jews. Instead, they claim that 
Zionism is a political ideology rather than 
a religious one. It is Zionist politics, they 
say, that displaced from their native lands 
thousands of Palestinian Arabs. “Most gall­
ing to the Arabs,” noted Time magazine 
of November 24, 1975, “ is Israel’s Law of 
Return, which grants instant citizenship 
to any Jew who immigrates to Israel from 
anywhere in the world, while Palestinian 
Arabs who fled their homeland during the 
1948 war are still, in most cases, prevented 
from returning.”
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Opposition by Religious Jews
Is Zionism a religious movement? Does 

it perhaps relate to Bible prophecies about 
a return of the Jews to their homeland?

The earlier Jewish rabbinical writings 
do mention a future return of Jews to the 
Promised Land under the leadership of 
the Messiah. Early in the nineteenth cen­
tury, however, certain Jews came to be­
lieve that this should come about, not by 
miraculous intervention from on high, but 
through human effort.

One who felt that way was Rabbi Judah 
Alkalai (1798-1878). According to the 
Encyclopaedia Judaica, in the mid­
nineteenth century Alkalai “became con­
vinced that the era of the Messiah had 
arrived and that the redemption would 
have to be achieved by human action . . . 
He tried to induce people to join an or­
ganized resettlement of Jewry, or some 
part thereof, in their homeland and to 
equip themselves with the attributes of a 
modern nation.”

Right from the start, however, many 
Jews opposed Zionism for religious rea­
sons. Why? Says The Jewish Encyclopedia: 
“Orthodox Judaism in Europe at first held 
severely aloof . . .  [Zionism] was supposed 
to be forcing the hand of Providence and 
to be contrary to the positive teachings of 
Orthodox Judaism in regard to the coming 
of the Messiah and the providential work 
of God in bringing about the restoration.” 
To this day the same reasoning prompts 
ultra-orthodox Jews to reject the state of 
Israel and the aims of present-day Zionism.

Religion did not prove to be the mo­
tivating force behind Zionism. Concerning 
“the early pioneers” who settled in Pales­
tine at the turn of the twentieth century, 
Israeli author Amos Elon writes in The 
Israelis: Founders and Sons: “ Some inevi­
tably rationalized their action by reference 
to religious ties; but most were decided­
ly irreligious. One avowed atheist wrote

shortly after his arrival in 1907: ‘What 
I do is not God’s will—for I do not believe 
in God—but what simply is right morally 
and in practice absolutely necessary.’ ” 

But if not religion, what was the main 
motivating force? What prompted thou­
sands of Jews to leave their native lands 
to take up residence in Palestine?

Zionism’s “ Dominant  Element?’
It was “ in reaction to tsarist pogroms,” 

declares the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
(1974 edition), that eastern European 
Jews “ formed the Hoveve Zion (‘Lovers 
of Zion’) to promote the settlement of 
Jewish farmers and artisans in Palestine.” 

This reference work continues: “A po­
litical turn was given to Zionism by Theo­
dore Herzl, an Austrian journalist who re­
garded assimilation [of Jews into Gentile 
society] as most desirable, but in view of 
anti-Semitism, impossible to realize. Thus, 
he argued, if Jews were forced by external 
pressure to form a nation, they could lead 
a normal existence only through concen­
tration in one territory.” With this agree 
the following remarks in the Encyclopaedia 
Judaica:

“The dominant element in creating many 
more candidates for immigration to Pales­
tine than were ever permitted to arrive was 
not Zionist ideology, at least not in its cultur­
al, ‘synthetic* form, but the growing horror 
of anti-Semitism, at a time when other doors 
to safety were closing or were entirely closed 
to Jews. The sense of disaster was already 
deeply embedded in the consciousness of 
European Jews by the events which followed 
right after the end of World W ar I.”

The Role of Christendom 
Though most persons link Zionism with 

Jewish people, much of the responsibility 
for the return of thousands of Jews to 
Palestine in recent years rests with Chris­
tendom. A Bible educator who has lived 
in the State of Israel for more than two
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decades made the following remarks in an 
interview:

“Moslem Arabs and Hebrews alike agree 
that Christendom touched off the migration 
of Jews back to their ancient homeland. 
Christendom’s Roman Catholic West and 
Orthodox East got the movement under way 
by their inhuman religious persecutions.

“For example, when Jews poured in from 
Russia in the late nineteenth century, they 
were not coming for particularly religious 
reasons. These refugees were fleeing po­
groms fomented by the Russian Czar under 
influence of the Orthodox Church. Later, 
Christendom’s Protestant system set the 
stage for further gathering of Jews to Pales­
tine. By means of the Balfour Declaration 
after World W ar I, Britain provided for set­
ting up a Jewish home in Palestine.”

What About Bible Prophecy?
The Hebrew Scriptures contain numer­

ous prophecies about the return of the na­
tion of Israel to the Promised Land. Not 
only many Jews, but multitudes in Chris­
tendom look forward to a future, literal 
accomplishment of such prophecies.

Do Zionism and the State of Israel con­
stitute fulfillment of Scriptural predictions 
of the restoration of Israelites to their 
homeland? Let us see what the Bible ac­
tually says on this matter. With regard 
to liberation of the Jews from captivity to 
ancient Babylon, God foretold through the 
prophet Isaiah:

“It is I who say of Jerusalem, ‘It shall be 
inhabited,’ and of the towns of Judah, “They 
shall be rebuilt; and I will restore their 
ruined places.’ . . .  [I] am the same who says 
of Cyrus [the king of Persia], ‘He is My 
shepherd; he shall fulfill all My purposes! 
He shall say of Jerusalem, “She shall be 
rebuilt,” and to the Temple: “You shall 
be founded again.’” ”— Isa. 44:26-28, Jewish 
Publication Society, 1973.

This and many similar prophecies saw 
a literal fulfillment in the sixth century 
B.C.E. In what way? King Cyrus, in his 
first regnal year (538-537 B.C.E.), issued 
a decree of liberation for the Jews after

seventy years of Babylonian captivity. No­
tice how the wording of this decree cor­
responds with the above-quoted prediction 
by Isaiah: “Thus saith Cyrus king of Per­
sia: All the kingdoms of the earth hath 
the L ord, the God of heaven, given me; 
and He hath charged me to build Him a 
house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Whosoever there is among you of all His 
people—the L ord his God be with him— 
let him go up.”—2 Chron. 36:23, JP, 1917.

What did the Israelites who returned to 
the Promised Land do upon arrival? The 
Bible relates: “And they set the altar upon 
its bases; for fear was upon them because 
of the people of the countries, and they 
offered burnt-offerings thereon unto the 
L ord, even burnt-offerings morning and 
evening.” (Ezra 3:3, JP, 1917) Thereafter 
they rebuilt the temple at Jerusalem and 
reinstituted the formal worship of God as 
outlined in the Mosaic law.—Ezra 3:8-13; 
6:14-16.

Is Zionism a modern fulfillment of these 
hopes, or perhaps a preliminary step there­
to? Well, has the modern-day influx of 
thousands of Jews to their ancient home­
land resulted in reestablishment of the 
worship of God there in harmony with 
Biblical requirements? According to the 
Bible, the Israel that God would restore 
to their homeland would become “a light 
of nations, that My salvation may reach 
the ends of the earth.” (Isa. 49:6, JP, 
1973) Do nations today look to the State 
of Israel as a source of spiritual enlighten­
ment?

As the facts show, Jews migrated to 
Palestine in flight from pogroms and mass 
extermination tactics sponsored by pro­
fessedly Christian governments. It is not 
a religious but a political state that those 
refugees and their offspring have formed 
in that land. The consequent Arab-Israeli 
problems are of a political nature.
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Part o f a Worldwide “Sign”
While Zionism and the State of Israel 

are not the fulfillment of Bible prophe­
cies about restoration of the Jews to their 
homeland, events in the Middle East do 
figure in Scriptural predictions for our 
day. How so? Because these conflicts are 
part of a worldwide “sign” marking the 
conclusion of the present system of things 
and the nearness of a new order in which 
divine rule will replace human rule.

Shortly before his death as a human, 
Jesus was asked by his disciples: “What 
will be the sign of . . . the conclusion of 
the system of things?” (Matt. 24:3) In 
answer, Jesus said: “You are going to hear 
of wars and reports of wars; see that you 
are not terrified. For these things must 
take place, but the end is not yet. For 
nation will rise against nation and king­
dom against kingdom, and there will be 
food shortages and earthquakes in one place 
after another.” (Matt. 24:6, 7) He added 
that throughout the earth there would be 
“anguish of nations, not knowing the way 
out. . .  while men become faint out of fear 
and expectation of the things coming upon 
the inhabited earth.”—Luke 21:25, 26.

Have not such conditions grown to globe- 
encircling proportions in the present gen­
eration, especially since World War I? This 
portends something thrilling for the near 
future. What? We read at Daniel 2:44:

“In the days of those kings shall the God 
of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed; nor shall the kingdom 
be left to another people; it shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, but 
it shall stand for ever.”— 1917.

Does that mean a destruction of the 
earth and all life upon it? Not at all, for 
the divine kingdom that “shall stand for 
ever” must have earthly subjects. At Dan­
iel 2:34, 35 that kingdom is symbolized 
by a “stone” that “became a great moun­
tain, and filled the whole earth.” (JP, 
1917) That means that human rule of the 
earth will give way to a global extension 
of divine rule.

World events today in fulfillment of Bi­
ble prophecy indicate the present gener­
ation to be the one that will experience 
fulfillment of these grand promises. (Matt. 
24:34) That heavenly kingdom God will 
use to accomplish what no human philoso­
phy, ideology or government has been able 
to do—unite the entire human family.

h
♦  A young Jewish man living in a Eurasian city was being encouraged by 
his local rabbis to take up rabbinical training. They did this in spite of knowing 
that he was not leading a moral life. As he was considering their urgings, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses contacted him. Though he knew the Hebrew Scriptures well, 
he agreed to study the Bible with them. Soon he realized that just knowing what 
the Bible teaches is not enough but that practicing what it says is also important. 
Upon reading an article in The Watchtower about the Christian view of court­
ship, he was convinced that his way of life was not pleasing to God. He went 
to his rabbis and pointed out their failure in not having taught him the impor­
tance of living in harmony with the Holy Scriptures. The rabbis were unable to 
provide any satisfying answers.

He decided that Jehovah’s Witnesses were not only teaching the true religion 
but also living by it. So he continued his Bible study with even greater apprecia­
tion and began to change his life. He even visited all the girls with whom he was 
carrying on illicit affairs, sat down with them and read to them the article about 
courtship. Two of these girls are now actively sharing Bible truth with others, 
and he himself has become a baptized disciple of Jesus Christ.

x earn in g . to oCitu e
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TEEL is steel,”
O  some may say.

“ So, why test it?”
But have they never 
heard of nickel steel 
or tungsten steel or 
cobalt steel? There 
are some very im­
portant differences.

To i l lu s tra te :
High-speed trains 
roll along on rails 
that can really take punishment. These 
must be able to withstand extreme wear. 
That calls for a special steel containing 
12 to 15 percent of manganese.

Why, even housewives are choosy about 
steel! They do not want just any kind. 
That shiny cookware containing up to 12 
percent of chromium, and perhaps some 
nickel, is not just “steel.” It is stainless 
steel. And there are many kinds of stain­
less steel—some, for example, are modi­
fied to have more resistance to corrosion 
than others.

Thousands who work in machine shops 
and fabricating plants know that each 
product made requires a certain kind of 
steel. Several types may be on hand, so 
how can the right one be identified? Mere­
ly looking at the metal is generally not 
enough to tell. Should the workman send 
a sample off to a laboratory for chemical 
analysis? That would be very costly and 
time consuming. Surely there must be a 
more practiced way.

A Color Coding System
Steel manufacturers color code the ends 

of the steel rods produced in their mills. 
Corresponding color charts are provided, 
and these tell the user exactly what alloy 
steel he is selecting from the stock bin.

As you may know, an alloy is made 
when two or more metals are melted to­

g e th e r .  For in ­
stance, copper and 
z in c  com bin e  to 
m ake the  a lloy  
called brass. Simi­
larly, alloy steels 
contain various ele­
ments besides iron. 
These may be added 
to make the steel 
harder or more re­
sistant to corrosion 

or more flexible, and so forth. Remember 
that it takes a combination of steel and 
chromium (possibly with some nickel) to 
make bright stainless-steel cookware.

What if we have various types of steel 
rods on hand and the color-coded ends are 
cut off, or the color chart cannot be found? 
Take courage, all is not lost.

Spark Testing Reveals the Unknown
There is a way to determine the kind 

of steel you have on hand. This can be 
done by spark testing, an ancient art re­
cently developed into a modern industrial 
science. This art enables one to determine 
not only the metal’s chemical composition, 
but also the characteristics taken on by 
steel due to decarburization and heat treat­
ment.

Sparks are emitted when a piece of 
metal is touched to a grindstone. Fast, 
nondestructive and accurate, spark testing 
detects the presence of most alloying ele­
ments in the metal. A high-speed portable 
hand grinder is used. Its two-and-a-half- 
inch (6.3-centimeter) abrasive wheel is 
capable of reaching 15,000 to 20,000 revo­
lutions per minute without breaking up. 
The grinding wheel should be dressed clean 
before a person begins spark testing. Oth­
erwise, there may already be steel par­
ticles on it that will give misleading re­
sults.

THE ART OFm  m  m  m ss CT'roSlm  m  ^

SPARK
TEST3 HC
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Constant pressure between the grinding We must also pay attention to the 
wheel and the steel sample is very impor- carrier lines, that is, the individual lines 
tant. This pressure should be sufficient to 0f trajectory making up the spark stream, 
produce a spark stream about two feet These are composed of minute steel par- 
long. “But,” you ask, “what good does it tides that are tom loose from the steel 
do to create sparks?” bar by the friction of the grinding wheel.

Well, those sparks reveal the unknown The heat generated in tearing a particle 
to the trained eye. In the stream of sparks away, and the friction produced as it trav- 
each element produces its own particular els through the air, cause the particle to 
pattern and individual color. The amount giow. Why, each tiny particle of steel re- 
of an element present in the steel is de- sembles a minute meteor traveling through 
termined by observing the frequency of its space!
characteristic spark. So it is possible to since iow.Carbon steel is soft, larger 
detect the presence of such elements as pieces are torn off by the grinding wheel, 
carbon, manganese, silicon, nickel, chro- g0j the individual carrier lines are broader 
mium, molybdenum, tungsten, copper, and, because of the mass effect, they glow 
aluminum, titanium, vanadium and colum- longer than the small particies of the hard- 
bium. Thus, an experienced spark tester er> more brittle high.carbon steels.

Let us watch as a piece of carbon steel tent Produces many starlike bursts. A 
is placed firmly against a high-speed Sl&nce the accompanying illustration 
grinding wheel. The overall appearance of wiU show 5™ some of the differences just 
the spark stream helps to determine mentioned.
whether it is a low-carbon steel or a high- As the carbon content increases, so does 
carbon steel. The low carbons produce long the density of the spark stream. This is 
narrow streams, whereas the high-carbon observed at the center of the stream. These 
steels have short, broad streams. differences are evident in the accompany-

can pick out of an assortment the manga­
nese steel needed to make those long- 
lasting rails for the trains.

The type and shape of the burst near 
the end of the carrier lines will enable one 
to determine more accurately the steel’s 
carbon content. Bursts vary in size, shape, 
form, intensity and distance from the 
grinding wheel. Low carbon results in a 
few fork bursts, whereas high-carbon con-

There are two broad categories of steel: 
The plain carbon steels and the alloyed 
steels.

Plain Carbon Steels
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in g illustration, but remember, correct 
pressure of the steel sample against the 
grinding wheel is extremely important in 
judging density.

Spark Testing Alloy Steels
Special factors must be observed when 

spark testing alloy steels, for each element 
and the percentage of each element pres­
ent in the steel produce individual spark 
characteristics and color effects.

A factor that might be called the indi­
vidual trademark of each element is its 
characteristic. The higher the content of 
the alloying element in the steel, the more 
pronounced will be the element’s charac­
teristic within the spark stream. Suppose 
in testing an unknown steel you observe 
that an ‘arrowhead’ is detached from the 
end of each main carrier line. That means 
that the steel contains molybdenum. The

presence of vanadium is indicated by what 
looks like an inverted umbrella at the end 
of each carrier line.

Color is another factor. The general rule 
is that elements easily oxidized make the 
spark stream brighter, whereas those that 
resist oxidation tend to make the stream 
darker. Most carbon steels have a straw 
color. Alloy steels, for the most part, pro­
duce a dirty-yellow color. Tungsten-bearing 
high-speed steels result in a red or dark- 
orange spark stream.

From this brief discussion we see that 
spark testing is an important industrial 
art and one that is very helpful in identify­
ing mixed and unknown grades of steel. 
You may never become such a spark ar­
tist, but it’s good to know that others have 
cultivated such abilities. Think about this 
the next time you use that stainless steel 
cookware or ride a high-speed train over 
smooth ribbons of steel.— Contributed.

® Illustrating the difficulty of gaining entrance into the King­
dom, Jesus Christ said: “It is easier for a camel to get through 
a needle’s eye than for a rich man to get into the kingdom of 
God.” (Matt. 19:24) Just what was that needle’s eye? It was the 
eye of an ordinary sewing needle. Says An Expository Dictionary 
of N ew  Testam ent W ord s: “The idea of applying The needle’s 
eye’ to small gates seems to be a modern one; there is no an­
cient trace of it. The Lord’s object in the statement is to express 
human impossibility and there is no need to endeavour to soften 
the difficulty by taking the needle to mean anything more than 
the ordinary instrument.”
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THE apostle Peter wrote 
about the resurrected 

Jesus Christ’s preaching to 
the “ spirits in prison.”  
(1 Pet. 3:19) Were these 
“spirits” persons who had 
died? Or, were they spirit 
persons that had been put 
under some restraint?

To establish the identity 
of the “spirits in prison,” 
we must first consider the 
setting in which reference 
is made to them. We read: 
“Even Christ died once for 
all time concerning sins, a 
righteous person for un­
righteous ones, that he 
might lead you to God, he 
being put to death in the 
flesh, but being made alive 
in the spirit. In this state 
also he went his way and 
preached to the spirits in 
prison, who had once been 
disobedient when the pa­
tience of God was waiting 
in Noah’s days, while the 
ark was being constructed.” 
—1 Pet. 3:18-20.

Since mention is made 
of Noah’s days, we must 
examine events of that time 
for clues as to the identity 
of the “spirits in prison.” 
With the exception of Noah 
and his family, the human
AW AKE! —  MAY 1976

Who Are the “Spirits in Prison”?

society was disobedient to God. Could it have been that 
the resurrected Jesus Christ preached to the spirits of 
those disobedient people? No. Why not? Because the 
Bible clearly shows that all conscious existence ends 
at death. For example, in Ecclesiastes we are told: 
“The living are conscious that they will die; but as for 
the dead, they are conscious of nothing at all, neither 
do they anymore have wages, because the remembrance 
of them has been forgotten. Also, their love and their 
hate and their jealousy have already perished, and they 
have no portion anymore to time indefinite in anything 
that has to be done under the sun.”—Eccl. 9:5, 6.

Furthermore, there is no difference between the spirit 
or life force animating animals and that animating hu­
mans. Ecclesiastes 3:19 states: “There is an eventuality 
as respects the sons of mankind and an eventuality as 
respects the beast, and they have the same eventuality. 
As the one dies, so the other dies; and they all have but 
one spirit”

Thus the Holy Scriptures rule out linking the “spirits 
in prison” with the people who perished during the global 
deluge. We must, therefore, look outside the human 
sphere for clues regarding the identity of these impris­
oned spirits. The Bible book of Genesis enables us to do 
that. It tells us about what certain “sons of the true 
God” or angels did in the days of Noah. We read: “ It 
came about that when men started to grow in numbers 
on the surface of the ground and daughters were bom 
to them, then the sons of the true God began to notice 
the daughters of men, that they were good-looking; and 
they went taking wives for themselves, namely, all whom 
they chose. The Nephilim proved to be in the earth in 
those days, and also after that, when the sons of the 
true God continued to have relations with the daughters 
of men and they bore sons to them, they were the 
mighty ones who were of old, the men of fame.”—Gen. 
6:1, 2, 4.

In taking up living as husbands with women, the an­
gelic sons of God were acting contrary to the purpose 
for which they were created. They were also proving 
unfaithful to their assignment of service in the holy
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heavens. For this serious transgression 
they were punished. The Bible reports: 
“ God did not hold back from punishing 
the angels that sinned, but, by throwing 
them into Tartarus, delivered them to pits 
of dense darkness to be reserved for judg­
ment.”—2 Pet. 2:4.

The “spirits in prison” are, therefore, 
disobedient angels. When the global deluge 
began, they must have dematerialized the 
human bodies they had used. Jehovah God, 
however, did not permit them to regain 
the position they had abandoned in the 
heavens when coming to the earth. He put 
them under a restraint. As spirit persons 
they could not have been restrained in 
literal “pits” or with physical “bonds.” 
Nevertheless, they must have come under 
a form of confinement that was compa­
rable to being put in pits and tied with 
bonds. The kind of imprisonment under 
which they came evidently prevented them 
from again materializing as men and living 
as husbands with women.—Jude 6.

Their being cast into “Tartarus” points 
to their being debased, cut off from God’s 
favor and all enlightenment. This is evi­
dent from the fact that the expression 
‘throwing into Tartarus’ in the original 
Greek is a verb. So the reference is to an 
act of debasement and not to a literal 
place. The idea conveyed is similar to that 
of the English word “debase,” which in­
corporates the noun “base” but does not in 
itself suggest the existence of a literal 
base.

In view of their being in a debased con­
dition on account of their unfaithfulness, 
these spirit persons would not have had 
opened up to them an opportunity for re­
pentance through Jesus Christ. He did not 
die for any disobedient angels but exclu­
sively for mankind. God’s Word says: 
“ There is one God, and one mediator be­
tween God and men, a man, Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself a corresponding ran­

som for all.”  (1 Tim. 2:5, 6) “ He [Jesus 
Christ] is really not assisting angels at all.”  
—Heb. 2:16.

Since the ransom benefits do not apply 
to disobedient angels, their situation is like 
that of spirit-anointed Christians who for­
sake true worship, becoming apostates. 
Regarding such individuals, Hebrews 6: 
4-6 states: “ It is impossible as regards 
those who have once for all been enlight­
ened, and who have tasted the heavenly 
free gift, and who have become partakers 
of holy spirit, and who have tasted the 
fine word of God and powers of the com­
ing system of things, but who have fallen 
away, to revive them again to repentance.” 
Surely, then, it would be just as impossible 
for willfully disobedient angelic sons of 
God to repent of their rebelliousness.

Accordingly, the resurrected Jesus 
Christ could only have proclaimed a mes­
sage of condemnation to the disobedient 
angels. Shortly before his death on an 
execution stake, he told his disciples: 
“When that one [God’s spirit] arrives he 
will give the world convincing evidence 
concerning sin and concerning righteous­
ness and concerning judgment: in the first 
place, concerning sin, because they are not 
exercising faith in me; then concerning 
righteousness, because I am going to the 
Father and you will behold me no longer; 
then concerning judgment, because the 
ruler of this world has been judged.” (John 
16:8-11) The ‘ruler of the world’ is also 
the ruler of the disobedient angels or 
demons. (Compare Revelation 12:7-9.) 
Hence, in harmony with the “convincing 
evidence” of God’s spirit, the resurrected 
Christ could proclaim a fully justified judg­
ment against the “spirits in prison.”

So the combined evidence of the Scrip­
tures makes it plain that the “spirits in 
prison” are rebellious angels. They are not 
the spirits of dead humans, for the spirit 
in man is but an activating life force.
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No Compromise 
<$> How is religion currently 
faring in Communist Russia? 
“The Russian Orthodox Church 
and the All-Union Council of 
Baptists function obediently 
under state scrutiny,” reported 
the N ew  Y o rk  Tim es  o f  
March 1, 1976. “But unap­
proved sects like the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses . . . have been ha­
rassed for refusing to submit 
on issues like conscientious ob­
jection to military service. Last 
month, the official press in 
Byelorussia reported prison  
sentences for several Jehovah’s 
Witnesses found guilty of copy­
ing articles from the Western 
publication Watchtower and 
maintaining secret chapels.”

Scientific Religion
<$> How factual are the scien­
tific textbooks used by school- 
children? An article in Scientif­
ic American recently admitted 
that “Textbooks in particular 
tend to convey a message of 
certainty to the nonspecialist. 
. . . Few textbooks are careful 
to stress the distinction be­
tween fact and interpretation 
or to suggest that intuition and 
speculation actually guide the 
development of scientific con­
cepts.” As to “scientists who 
deeply desire to avoid chal­
lenge and criticism from peo­
ple outside their own profes­
sion,” the article notes that 
“they tend to respond to criti-
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cism with a kind of scientific 
fundamentalism.”

Pact with Fascists 
^  In a recent general audi­
ence on the 47th anniversary 
of the Lateran Treaty between 
Pope Pius X I and Fascist dic­
tator Benito Mussolini, Pope 
Paul VI said that he is ready 
to negotiate a revision. But he 
said that the special clauses 
protecting the Roman Catholic 
religion must be retained. He 
noted appreciatively that the 
Lateran pact with Mussolini 
had brought “clear relations 
between the state and the 
Catholic Church, between the 
Italian nation and the Holy 
See.”

Bottle of Death
<$> For two thirds of the world, 
“in many instances, placing an 
infant on a bottle is tanta­
mount to signing the death cer­
tificate of the child,” asserts a 
recent world study prepared 
by two Cornell University nu­
trition experts. Contaminated 
or overdiluted formulas may 
cause malnutrition, diarrhea 
or gastrointestinal infection, 
which is said to be a major 
cause of infant deaths in poor 
communities. “ The pediatric 
wards of tropical hospitals are 
full of babies dying of this 
man-made disease.” The report 
lays much of the blame for 
high infant mortality in devel­
oping countries to advertise­

ments implying that “nice peo­
ple with nice houses who want 
nice babies, bottle feed their 
babies” instead of breast­
feeding them. It notes that 
“the media onslaught is terrif­
ic, the messages are powerful 
and the profits are high.”

Running from Guns
<$> “The National Rifle Asso­
ciation is considering moving 
its headquarters out of Wash­
ington,” reports the New York 
Times. W hy? “Partly because 
of gun-related crimes against 
its employees” there. However, 
the gun group’s director of 
public affairs maintains that 
“there’s been no evidence pre­
sented by anyone that strong 
gun control will deter crime.” 
Meanwhile, the report comes 
from Japan (where private 
ownership of handguns is pro­
hibited) that 37 homicides and 
two robberies where handguns 
were used occurred in 1974 
among the nation’s 111 million 
people. Com parative figures 
for about 211 million Ameri­
cans amounted to about 11,000 
murders and 160,000 robberies 
where handguns were used.

Egypt’s Boomerang 
<§> A  book published in Aus­
tralia recently contended that 
boomerangs actually were dis­
covered by the ancient Egyp­
tians, citing the curved wooden 
objects found in tombs of the 
pharaohs. The outraged Aus­
tralian Boomerang Association 
tried to get the book banned in 
court as an attack on Austra­
lian aboriginal heritage. Will 
the Egyptian “ boom erangs” 
get a chance to prove them­
selves? “Given the reluctance 
of museum curators to see 
3,000-year-old artifacts hurled 
through the air,” notes News­
week magazine, “a conclusive 
end to the boomerang contro­
versy seemed unlikely.”

^Radioactive Officials’
<$> U.S. Senator William Prox- 
mire says that the Federal Re­
serve Board has about $4 bil-
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lion stored in a vault inside 
Pony Mountain near Culpeper, 
Virginia. The money, report­
edly, is a hedge in case the 
nation's money supply is wiped 
out in an atomic attack. Main­
tained at a cost of almost $2 
million a year, the vault can 
also shelter up to 400 people. 
Asserts Proxmire: “Under this 
doomsday scenario we would 
have $4 billion in cash and no 
people except a few lonely ra­
dioactive government officials."

Avid Headers
#  Book sales in Japan grew 
over 16 percent last year, after 
close to a one-third jump in 
1974. The almost universally 
literate Japanese bought an 
average of about six books 
each in 1975, for a total of 
666 million books. To keep up, 
Americans would have had to 
purchase 1.3 billion books. 
“There was a general expec­
tation that book sales would 
decline during the recession," 
notes an official of Japan’s 
largest publisher, “but these 
are actually the best years we 
have had since the war."

Children and Sports
#  “ According to the latest 
studies," says Family Health 
magazine, “one out of every 
three youngsters under the age 
of 15 sustains an athletic in­
jury sufficiently serious to re­
quire a doctor’s attention." It 
cites the “win-at-all costs ap­
proach to sports [that] begins 
much too early." Professional 
baseball player Rusty Staub 
says that sports at all ages in­
creasingly reflect “the violence 
and frustration of the times." 
He declares that professional 
ball is “no longer a sport. It’s 
a vicious, physical business."

Sparks of Love
<$> Every spring, Korean mag­
pies prepare for their mating 
season by building nests, often 
with bits of wire and scrap 
metal. Such metallic nests lo­
cated atop the crossbars of 
high-voltage lines in southern
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Japan produce electrifying re­
sults. Short circuits abound. 
The Kyushu Power Company 
has had little success in dis­
couraging the amorous birds.

Call Girls Pray
<$> Hundreds of licensed and 
unlicensed prostitutes at the 
hot-spring resort of Pei-t’ou, 
Taiwan, recently went on 
strike, according to a recent 
Associated Press report. The 
dispatch also mentioned that 
the girls, mostly Buddhist, used 
their extra time to visit tem­
ples for prayer.

Safest Flying
<$> It is fifty times as safe to 
fly by major airlines as by 
private and corporate aircraft, 
according to figures from the 
U.S. National Transportation 
Safety Board. The statistics 
also indicate that major car­
riers are 118 times as safe as 
air taxi services. In 1975 there 
were only .04 deaths per 100,- 
000 hours of flying on the big 
airlines, while private and cor­
porate craft had a record of 
2.01, and air taxis 4.71.

Giant Tumor
<§> Mainland China’s Hsinhua 
news agency claims that an 
ovarian tumor weighing 88 
pounds (40 kilos), with a diam­
eter of 1.5 feet (45 cm.), was 
removed from a Togolese wom­
an named Sowa last December. 
She was said to have recovered 
quickly, after the operation by 
Chinese and Togolese doctors, 
who reportedly used acupunc­
ture anesthesia. The agency 
says that she first noticed the 
abdominal swelling in 1970 and 
that her weight had increased 
to almost 200 pounds (90 kilos) 
when the tumor was removed.

Too Many Watchers
^  W est Germ any’s Cologne 
Zoo has about 40,000 visitors 
on weekends and these “make 
the animals, especially the 
monkeys and big cats, so ner­
vous they need a day of rest," 
says Ernst Kullmann, the zoo’s

director. “When we close Sun­
day night, the monkeys run 
around as if they were wound 
up. They don’t play and they 
refuse to eat. Many have circu­
latory problems. They just sit 
in their cages, completely ex­
hausted.”

Longest Hoad Tunnel
A  blast recently shattered 

the last few feet of granite in 
a tunnel that w ill connect 
Switzerland with Italy through 
the Gotthard mountain mass. 
Nearly 10 miles (16 kilometers) 
long, it will be the world’s 
longest highway tunnel when 
opened to traffic.

“Serious Genetic Defects”
<$> In West Germany, one out 
of four newborn babies report­
edly has “serious genetic de­
fects." So say two professors 
at Heidelberg. They also state 
that because of chromosome 
irregularities every 200th new­
born child shows such deformi­
ties as mongolism. Moreover, 
according to these medics, the 
number of illnesses partially 
or wholly due to heredity has 
risen yearly in West Germany 
and other industrial nations.

“Firewater” Tests 
<$> Strong alcoholic drinks 
have been termed “firewater," 
especially in connection with 
the Indians of North America, 
and some people have con­
cluded that Indians are more 
easily inebriated than persons 
of the white race. However, in 
alcohol metabolism studies at 
Phoenix, Arizona, two doctors 
found that there is no signifi­
cant difference between Ameri­
can Indians and white men in 
their absorption of alcohol for 
each kilogram of body weight. 
These findings conflict with a 
1971 Canadian study holding 
that Eskimos and Canadian 
Indians metabolized alcohol 
more slowly than persons of 
the white race. Comments Sci­
ence Digest: “The Canadian 
study, however, has since been 
criticized by some researchers 
as uncontrolled: it compared
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hospitalized Indians to healthy 
whites and measured alco­
hol metabolism only by the 
Breathalyzer test.”

Endangered Lions
<$> International Wildlife mag­
azine says that a mere 200,000 
lions exist today. This is a 50- 
percent drop from their num­
ber just a quarter of a cen­
tury ago. It has been asserted 
that human hunters are not 
to blame for the decrease, but 
that some African landowners 
are poisoning the animals. Al­
so, increasing portions of the 
lion's grassland home on that 
continent are being used for 
cattle grazing. The fear has 
been expressed that if present 
trends persist, lions will num­
ber only a few thousand by 
century’s end.

What About a Will?
#  Many problems can beset 
survivors when a person dies 
leaving a poorly drafted will

or none at all. Whether to pre­
pare a will is a personal mat­
ter. If an individual decides to 
do so, he may choose to con­
sult a competent lawyer. Be­
forehand, however, it may be 
wise to list what and who to 
include in the will. “If you al­
ready have a will,” comments 
the journal Industry Week, 
“consider revising it whenever 
your estate changes apprecia­
bly or whenever you move to 
another state. Births, deaths, 
and m arriages should also  
prompt a review of your will.”

Red Snow
<§> This winter, residents of the 
mountains in southern France 
were surprised to see red snow 
falling from the sky. Scientists 
say that strong winds carried 
red sand about 900 miles (1,448 
kilometers) from the Sahara. 
The sand mixed with descend­
ing white crystals to produce 
red snow.

Another Transfusion Danger?
<§> The Center for Disease Con­
trol (CDC) in Atlanta, Geor­
gia, reports that one individ­
ual became ill with Colorado 
tick fever eighteen hours after 
receiving donated blood. But 
before the presence of the tick- 
fever virus was noted, this per­
son’s blood was administered 
to a man eighty-two years of 
age. He became sick and this 
virus was detected in his blood. 
The Journal of the American 
Medical Association quotes 
CDC officials as saying that 
“transmission of Colorado tick 
fever by transfused blood has 
not been previously document­
ed.” “But,” adds the Journal, 
“they also say it is unlikely 
the blood recipient was ex­
posed before transfusion ‘be­
cause the area of Montana 
near his home is thought to be 
free of the small rodent hosts 
that are necessary to maintain 
the cycle of infection.’ ”
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