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Fa m il y  life has 
changed con­

siderably w ith ­
in the present gen­
eration. Have you 
noticed the change?
Has it affected your 
family?

“When I was a young­
ster,” noted an elderly gen­
tleman, “ our fam ily always ate 
together and enjoyed conversation at meal­
times. We sought recreation as a family, 
taking walks and going fishing. And we 
worked together to get things done around 
the house.”

Is that the way things are in your 
household? In some homes today family 
members hardly speak to one another. 
They may even eat at separate times or 
in separate rooms. What is responsible for 
the breakdown in wholesome family life?

The growth of industry shares much of 
the blame. Today men work in factories 
and offices, rather than at home. In many 
cases society, rather than the family, cares 
for the sick, educates the children, pre­
pares much of the food that people eat and 
even sees to their entertainment. Besides 
this, current emphasis on personal satis­
faction leads many to draw away from 
family life to pursue individual goals or 
careers.

Has this eliminated the need for whole­
some family life?

“A new survey sponsored by the Insti­
tute of Life Insurance revealed,” accord­
ing to a news report last year, “ that 80 
per cent of Americans over age 18 choose 
‘a happy family life’ as their number one 
goal. A happy family life was selected over

-N O T  JU S TATH IN G  OF THE PAST
‘the opportunity to develop as an individ­
ual’ . . .  ‘a fulfilling career’ . . .  and ‘mak­
ing a lot of money.’ ”

Is wholesome family life an important 
goal to you? How can you achieve it? Let 
us consider some basic responsibilities of 
family members.

The Father—More than a Breadwinner
Persons who study human behavior re­

peatedly emphasize the importance of the 
father’s role in family life. “More and 
more studies affirm,” remarks writer Ana 
Honig of the Women’s News Service, “ that 
father-deprived youngsters may be emo­
tionally crippled.”

Are you a husband and father? Doubt­
less you have a deep love for your family. 
You may even ‘burn yourself out,’ so to 
speak, in your efforts to provide food, 
shelter, clothing and other comforts for 
them. But if that is the extent to which 
you are involved with your family, you 
may be making a serious mistake. Why 
so? Consider a letter written to a news­
paper columnist by a thirteen-year-old 
boy:

“Sometimes I  wish [m y father] would 
holler at me, so I’d know he cared. If I want 
to go anywhere or do something, I ’m sup-
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posed to ask Mom. He says his job is to 
provide money. I'd like to have a father who 
sits down and talks with a guy, who has 
time to go to the woods with him or just 
walk. My father doesn't fuss even when my 
grades go down. He says, ‘Let your mother 
look into it!' ”

The Bible, too, stresses the need for fa­
thers to take a personal interest in the 
development of the children, saying: “You, 
fathers, do not be irritating your children, 
but go on bringing them up in the disci­
pline and mental-regulating of Jehovah.,, 
(Eph. 6:4) Are you familiar enough with 
the Word of God to provide that vital 
“mental-regulating” for your offspring?

The Role of a Mother
Mother’s role is an especially impor­

tant one too. Besides caring for numerous 
household duties, usually the mother is 
with her children for most of each day. If 
she displays tenderness and warmth in 
dealing with her little ones, and encourag­
es them to treat one another in the same 
way, there is little likelihood that the kids 
will desire to escape such a loving home 
atmosphere to go off on their own.

Commenting on the wife’s role in whole­
some family life, Theodore R. Van Dellen, 
M.D., writes in his column “Family Doc­
tor” :

“A  good wife maintains a calm and re­
laxed household in which love and trust 
flourish. She knows that the emotional and 
psychic aspects of marital life are important 
to the well-being of her husband and chil­
dren. . . .

“Unpleasant situations at work are out 
of her jurisdiction, but she is in control at 
home. Spare him as much as possible by 
not accepting too many social engagements. 
Help him plan and enjoy his leisure time. . . .  
Be a sympathetic listener when he tells you 
his problems."

Youngsters can do their part, too, es­
pecially by cooperating with their parents 
when asked to do things. Keep in mind the

Scriptural advice: “You children, be obe­
dient to your parents in everything, for 
this is well-pleasing in the Lord.” (Col. 3: 
20) A fine Scriptural principle for whole­
some family life is: “Let each one keep 
seeking, not his own advantage, but that 
of the other person.”—1 Cor. 10:24.

Doing Things Together
For homelife to be most enjoyable, how­

ever, family members must do things to­
gether. But what can members of a house­
hold do together in a big city where 
industry has taken over most family func­
tions? Consider a few of the things that 
a New York father of two young boys 
found successful:

“From their earliest childhood my wife 
and I have taught the boys how to do 
things around the house. I've noticed that 
the youngsters are willing to do even dirty 
work, like cleaning out a toilet, if they see 
us doing similar things.

“When the boys were old enough to under­
stand, I took them over to the toolbox. I 
explained every tool to them, its function 
and how to use it. Now they enjoy doing 
household chores."

Do you encourage members of your 
family to work together in that way? 
Work, however, is not all there is to whole­
some family life. The father quoted above 
adds:

“Everyone needs some relaxation. We've 
found it beneficial to pursue recreation to­
gether as much as possible. In New York, 
for example, there are all sorts of things 
that can be enjoyed free or for a minimal 
expenditure of money. W e often take walks 
to the botanical gardens or to the park to 
play ball. Sometimes we'll spend time brows­
ing through bookstores, going to museums 
or to free concerts.

“Of course, a family doesn't have to go 
out to enjoy recreation together. Sometimes 
we sit and read the Bible together or other 
good literature, such as classics. Recently 
the boys and I built a wagon together. It 
took quite a while and there were some set­
backs. But it was a delight to see it take
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shape and to look upon the completed job, 
realizing that we had built it with our own 
hands. Activities like this help the kids not 
to want to be out on the street getting into 
trouble with delinquents.”

Do you take advantage of opportuni­
ties to do things with your family? Thou­
sands of families throughout the world 
have found that applying Bible principles,

such as those mentioned above, have re­
sulted in greater happiness in their house­
holds. Would you enjoy learning how to 
apply Scriptural counsel to your own fam­
ily? Jehovah’s witnesses will be happy to 
help you by conducting a free Bible study 
with you in your home or at any conve­
nient place.

By “ Awake!” correspondent in Honduras

YOU probably listen to a weather fore­
cast every day. Nearly everything 

that you do is affected by the weather. 
Have you ever wondered how it is possible 
to predict something as changeable as 
the weather?

On the other hand, why is it that the 
weatherman is so often wrong? In order 
to appreciate the weatherman’s task, we 
need to understand something about the 
nature of weather, and what causes it.

Above the earth’s surface, the atmo­
sphere extends hundreds of miles into 
space. But we are concerned here with 
only the bottom layer, some six to nine 
miles thick, called the “ troposphere.” This 
layer contains some five quadrillion tons 
of air, and it is within it that all the 
weather happens. There are three primary 
properties of the atmosphere involved in

the weather— 
tem perature, 
p ressu re  and h u ­
midity.

Temperature
The fundamental cause of all 

weather is the unequal heating 
of the atmosphere by the sun’s rays. This 
comes about because the atmosphere itself 
is transparent and absorbs very little en­
ergy directly from sunlight. The sun’s rays 
go through to the earth’s surface, where 
they are reflected or absorbed, in varying 
degrees. Water reflects more light, and 
land, especially dark-colored earth, ab­
sorbs more. If the surface absorbs a lot, 
it is warmed. If it reflects a lot, it remains 
cooler.
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The equatorial regions receive more 
heat because the sun’s rays hit vertically. 
In the polar regions, they strike obliquely, 
so the heat energy in an equal “bundle” 
of rays is spread over a larger area. Also, 
the snow cover at the poles reflects most 
of the sunlight. Consequently, it is colder 
at the poles. Temperature differences 
caused by this process, called “ insolation,” 
put in motion a chain of consequences that 
brings about the great variety in our 
weather.

Pressure
An important factor is changes in pres­

sure. Since air at a higher temperature is 
less dense than the cooler air over another 
area, it rises. This movement, in turn, 
generates differences in pressure between 
different areas.

A barometer, which measures the 
weight of atmosphere above it, will show 
a lower pressure under a rising column 
of warm air, which displaces the cooler, 
relatively more dense air above it. On 
the other hand, a descending column of 
cool air will cause higher pressure below 
it. The pressure difference at the surface 
causes a wind to blow from the region of 
higher pressure toward that of lower 
pressure. It is similar to what happens 
when an inflated balloon is opened at one 
end. The high-pressure air inside rushes 
out into the surrounding area of lower 
pressure. The greater the pressure dif­
ference, the stronger the wind. This prin­
ciple operates on a global scale.

Warm air near the equator rises and 
moves toward the poles. In turn, the 
cooler polar air is drawn beneath, toward 
the equator. The earth’s rotation diverts 
these currents into prevailing easterly and 
westerly winds at different latitudes and 
altitudes.

These global movements of air masses 
in different directions generate turbulent 
motions where the main streams brush 
against each other. There are additional 
effects from topography—the irregular 
outlines of continents and the complex 
patterns of mountains and plains, deserts 
and forests.

Humidity
As air masses move across the surface 

of the earth, they pick up water. Most of 
this is vapor from oceans, but some comes 
from moist earth. Since warm air has 
greater capacity for moisture, air masses 
drawn toward low-pressure areas have 
relatively higher humidity. The fact that 
water vapor weighs less than an equivalent 
volume of dry air further contributes to 
the lightness of columns of warm air rising 
in low-pressure areas.

What happens when humid air rises? 
Pressure on it decreases, it expands and 
cools. When the temperature falls to the 
level where the air becomes saturated, 
water begins to condense in droplets or 
ice crystals, forming clouds. From these, 
rain or snow may fall. The air, thus dried, 
descends in high-pressure areas, bringing 
clear weather.

The Weather Chart
Meteorologists note the air’s varying 

properties of temperature, pressure and 
humidity. At each weather station there 
are instruments to measure all of these. 
A weatherman also studies wind direction 
and speed, the nature of clouds, visibility, 
whether it is or has been raining or snow­
ing, and how much.

These data are organized for comparison 
with readings at other locations. To facili­
tate this, all weather stations have a fixed 
hour by Greenwich mean time for gather­
ing the needed information.
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The observer must take into account 
that barometric pressure decreases with 
altitude under constant weather condi­
tions. In fact, the difference even at an 
altitude of one thousand feet is greater 
than that caused by changes in weather. 
So a correction is applied to the reading 
at each station, to put all the readings 
on a common basis, as if taken at sea level.

With the help of such detailed informa­
tion from weather stations over a wide 
area, a meteorologist plots a chart in a 
special “ language” created by the World 
Meteorological Organization. In this lan­
guage information appears as numbers 
instead of words, making possible its trans­
mission between ships at sea and land 
stations in various countries without need 
of translation. Weather charts are then 
drawn with irregular curving lines called 
“ isobars” that connect places reporting 
the same pressure. Some of these lines 
form closed curves around regions that 
are thus identified as high- or low-pressure 
areas or, for short, “highs” and “lows.” 
This gives the weatherman a good picture 
of the weather as it was at the time of 
the observations.

The Weather Forecast
However, discerning what the weather 

is at a given moment is one thing; telling 
what it will be tomorrow or several days 
hence is quite another. This requires ex­
amining a number of charts drawn up 
over a period of time. Since each chart is 
like a photograph that pinpoints the 
weather at a given moment, by arranging 
several charts in order the weatherman 
views a “motion picture” of atmospheric 
movements. Based on the most recent 
shifts of the highs and lows, he marks out 
their probable position for tomorrow. Thus 
he can get a good idea of how the weather 
will change in the immediate future.
AWAKE! — FEBRUARY 1976

In view of today’s sophisticated equip­
ment and scientific know-how, why are 
weather forecasts often wrong? Why are 
meteorologists at times unable to foresee 
devastating storms that cause vast damage 
to property and loss of lives?

It is important to realize that your 
weatherman can only observe what is hap­
pening and tell us what he believes will 
happen next, but he cannot control weath­
er conditions. We cannot expect, in the 
nature of his task, pinpoint accuracy. For 
instance, he may predict showers in a 
given area. But these are often local man­
ifestations. One locality might enjoy a 
heavy rain, and another, only a few miles 
away, might remain perfectly dry.

And there are other unpredictable fac­
tors. Just as differing currents exist at 
various depths of the sea, so too the at­
mosphere at varying altitudes has different 
winds and air masses that influence one 
another. Charts of higher altitudes con­
tain fewer details, making it difficult to 
know in advance the effect of these more 
remote conditions on our weather.

When developing his forecast, the me­
teorologist must ask himself questions 
such as: Will this low-pressure center con­
tinue at the same speed tomorrow? Or 
might it slow down, or turn aside? Is 
there any indication that the disturbance 
is weakening and might disappear? Will 
the approach of the “ low” to a stationary 
“high” interfere with it? Which will prob­
ably prevail?

Far from being simply a matter of 
guesswork, however, weather forecasting 
is an art that involves detailed knowledge 
and skill. Your weatherman can indeed 
help you to plan activities in advance, but 
he cannot guarantee what the weather 
will be. And now you know why. There 
are so many factors beyond his control.
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-What Did It Accomplish?
THE year 1975 was designated a “Holy 

Year” for the Roman Catholic Church 
world wide. It was inaugurated on Christ­
mas eve, December 24, 1974, when Pope 
Paul VI opened a “holy door” in St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome.

Now the year has ended. What was 
accomplished? Were the aims of this holy 
year achieved? Have conditions at least 
within the Roman Catholic Church im­
proved as a result? Surely if the holy 
year was an event that had God’s backing, 
then we should logically expect his blessing 
upon it.

Purpose of Holy Tears
Holy years in the Roman Catholic 

Church began in the year 1300. At that 
time Pope Boniface V m  decreed a special 
year of “grace.” Catholics were invited to 
come to Rome to venerate ancient places 
regarded as sacred. Those worshiping in 
the prescribed way were given indulgences, 
that is, remission of punishment for sins.

At first, holy years were held every fifty 
years, then every twenty-five years, except 
when wars or plagues made travel to 
Rome impossible. In our century, there 
have been regular Holy Years in 1900, 
1925, 1950 and 1975. At times special holy 
years are decreed, and one such was in 
1933.

What was the purpose of the 1975 Holy 
Year? The Cleveland Press observed: 
“While interior renewal is uppermost in 
the Pope’s mind, one high-ranking prelate 
close to Paul VI says the pontiff is also 
pinning hopes on the Holy Year to heal 
the deep rifts in the Roman Catholic 
Church caused by the wave of reforms 
which have followed the Second Vatican 
Council,” held ten years ago.

In recent years the Roman Catholic 
Church has been struck by a hurricane of 
dissent within its own ranks. Priests and 
laymen alike have argued over, and chal­
lenged, Church doctrines and practices. As 
a result, very deep divisions have been 
caused. This headline in the Muskegon, 
Michigan, Chronicle describes the condi­
tion: “Catholic Church Flounders in Seas 
of Change.”

In country after country, that situation 
confronts the Church. It is in very deep 
trouble everywhere. Hence, late in De­
cember of 1974, as the Holy Year was 
about to begin, Pope Paul appealed for 
unity and reconciliation. He said that the 
Church was gravely threatened by the 
“polarization of dissent.” In fact, he had 
previously called it an “epidemic” of dis­
sent and said that it involved “dangerous” 
political and social views that were spread­
ing. The pope lamented: “This phenom-
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enon, spreading like an epidemic in the 
cultural spheres of our community, is 
causing us great pain.”

The pope also declared that “ challenging 
sons” had inflicted “sharp wounds” on the 
Church. He accused both conservatives 
and liberals of threatening its unity. He 
appealed for reconciliation from “Catholic 
disagreement, from habitual contestation, 
from bitter criticism, . . . from under­
handed or open minded defection.”

Another Hope
It was also hoped that the Holy Year 

would see some alleviation of another 
critical Church problem. This was the fact 
that many priests and nuns, as well as 
ordinary churchgoers, are abandoning re­
ligious life.

At an audience in the Vatican, the pope 
had told a delegation of Italian priests: 
“Our suffering because of the many priests 
who are defecting is our crown of thorns.” 
He has since repeatedly expressed an­
guish over these defections of the clergy, 
and of the laity as well.

Thus, just before the Holy Year began, 
Epoca of Rome reported: “The dramatic 
alarm was made by Paul VI: the house of 
God ‘seems destined to extinction.’ ”

Epoca added this comment: “Numbers 
prove a decline that could not be stopped: 
from the end of [World War II] till today 
10 thousand priests gave up the frocks in 
Italy, during the next 10 years most of our 
seminaries must close up, only 30 per cent 
of the faithful go to Mass, only 10 per 
cent receive the Communion on Sunday.”

Did the Holy Year accomplish its aims? 
Was its primary purpose of “renewal and 
reconciliation” achieved? Was there a 
healing of the tremendous divisions that 
have grown in recent years? Has the tide 
of defections halted?

No Healing
Observers agree that the 1975 Holy 

Year provided no healing. There was no 
“renewal” or “reconciliation” of any sub­
stance.

This is acknowledged even by Catho­
lic authorities. Priest-sociologist Andrew 
Greeley stated in an article published by 
the San Francisco Chronicle: “There is a 
conspiracy on to discredit the Catholic 
Church. Unfortunately the conspiracy is 
internal,” that is, it is being accomplished 
by leaders within the Church, the very 
ones who claim to want healing.

Greeley claimed that, despite the desire 
for renewal and reconciliation during this 
Holy Year, Church authorities took actions 
to widen wounds, not to heal them. He 
noted the following examples:

“The Congregation of the Faith (formerly 
the Holy Office, formerly the Inquisition) 
recently issued a condemnation of the con­
servative Swiss theologian Hans Kung even 
though Kung had already agreed to write 
no more on the subject under dispute.

“The same congregation celebrated the 
twentieth anniversary of the death of the 
great paleontologist and mystic, Pierre Teil­
hard de Chardin, by reasserting all the old 
regulations on book censorship . . .

“Bishop Leo Maher of San Diego has 
denied the sacraments to all members of the 
National Organization of Women (NOW ) 
for supporting abortion.”

Greeley said: “Mind you, all of this is 
during the Holy Year of reconciliation.” 
He continued: “ No reconciliation, how­
ever, for Hans Kung. No liberation for the 
members of NOW. And no liberty for 
Catholic authors.” This despite the fact 
that “many church [authorities] are push­
ing a kind of soft-core socialism called 
‘liberation theology’ and the American 
church is working on a Bicentennial dis­
cussion book entitled ‘Liberty and Justice 
for All.’ ”

This priest noted, however, that none 
of the restrictive actions taken by Church
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authorities would make much difference 
anymore. Why not? Because, he said, 
“priests will still give holy communion to 
members of NOW, Hans Kung’s book re­
mains on top of the German best seller 
list, and very few Catholic authors will 
take the new censorship regulations se­
riously.”

Thus, despite the leaders of the Church 
issuing calls for “ reconciliation and re­
newal,”  they also issued condemnations, 
excommunications and censorship decrees 
during the Holy Year. These, in turn, were 
hotly contested or ignored by others with­
in the Church. How obvious it is that the 
Holy Year produced no significant “rec­
onciliation” or “renewed” among the 
Church’s clergy or laity.

All of this led Greeley to declare: “ It is, 
of course, the last twisting of the tail of 
a dying beast. The death throes of an old 
ecclesiastical bureaucracy.”

Deterioration Continues
The Holy Year also had no effect on 

the pope’s “ crown of thorns,”  that is, the 
loss of priests and nuns. Nor did the Holy 
Year stem the tide of defections on the 
part of the laity.

The bishop of Providence, Rhode Island, 
Louis Gelineau, said during the Holy Year 
that the Catholic Church was “experi­
encing a certain ‘coming apart’ as an orga­
nization.” He noted a serious drop in the 
number entering the priesthood, and also 
a serious drop in attendance at Catholic 
services. He added: “Many Catholics have 
become more formed by the world and its 
opinions than by the mind of Christ and 
the Church.”

At the start of the Holy Year the To­
ronto Globe and Mail told of the “desperate 
shortage of priests and nuns.” That short­
age continues, and worsens. Fewer and 
fewer are taking up the religious life. Ac­
cording to official Catholic reports in

America, “the number of seminarians has 
decreased by 55.5 per cent, the total of 
women entering novitiates has dropped by 
81.2 per cent.”

Thus, there are fewer and fewer replace­
ments for the priests and nuns who are 
quitting the Church or dying. One evidence 
of the trend was observed by the Detroit 
Free Press late in 1975 when it declared: 
“The number of Roman Catholic nuns in 
the world has dropped 24.6% in the past 
four years.”

Regarding the laity, Time magazine re­
ported that, in the United States, only 
50 percent of Catholics now attend weekly 
Mass, compared to 71 percent in 1963. 
Indicating how the thinking of many Cath­
olics now differs from official Church doc­
trine is the report that after decades of 
anti-abortion teaching, 70 percent of Cath­
olics now think that a legal abortion should 
be available for married women who want 
it. Few approved such a procedure before.

Also, 83 percent of Catholics now ap­
prove artificial contraception for birth 
control, compared to about half that num­
ber ten years ago. Today only 32 percent 
of Catholics accept the dogma of papal 
infallibility. And only 42 percent now ac­
cept the teaching that Jesus handed over 
the leadership of his church to the apostle 
Peter.

In country after country, the situation 
is the same. Church authorities in Italy, 
for example, acknowledge that fewer than 
one out of three Italians now go to 
church regularly. In Hungary, only about 
a quarter of that nation’s six million reg­
istered Catholics are considered active 
churchgoers. And from London, a report 
issued during the Holy Year stated: “The 
Roman Catholic Church in England and 
Wales is losing members at the rate of
250,000 a year. The number of converts it 
is winning has fallen to the lowest level in 
this century.” It spoke of a “wholesale loss
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of faith among English and Welsh Cath­
olics.”

No, the 1975 Holy Year had no sub­
stantial effect in providing “reconcili­
ation” or “renewal” among either the 
clergy or the laity. The turning away from 
the Church continues.

Ominous Trend for Church in Italy
A very threatening change has taken 

place in the heart of the Catholic Church 
—in Italy. Not only has Church attendance 
fallen, not only is there a growing short­
age of priests and nuns there, but now 
another ominous threat to the Church is 
looming.

What is this threat? It is the inroads 
that an archenemy of the Church is 
making among Italy’s population, espe­
cially among the young people. That 
enemy of religion is Communism. While 
it is true that Communist teaching does 
accommodate itself at different times to 
both religion and other political ideologies, 
the long-range goal of Communism has 
not changed. That goal is to eliminate 
religious influence and power wherever 
Communism is in control.

In Italy, the Communist party has come 
very close to control or participation at 
the highest levels of government. The New 
York Times of December 2,1975, reported: 
“Already, Communist control or participa­
tion in local government extends to five 
of Italy’s twenty regions, one-third of its 
94 provinces, and, except for Rome, every 
major city from Naples north.”

Such inroads into the political power 
once exercised by the Church, or the par­
ties it favors, were evidenced during the 
last elections, held in June of the Holy 
Year. In spite of Vatican support for the 
political party it favored, Communist 
candidates made the largest gains nearly 
everywhere. They won political dominance 
in every major city in the north. They also

penetrated the south, even installing a 
Communist mayor in Naples.

Now, nationally, Communist votes are 
only about 2 percent behind those obtained 
by the party in power. And perhaps the 
most ominous trend for the future is the 
fact that the majority of younger voters 
cast their ballots for Communists.

For the past thirty years official Cath­
olic doctrine in Italy has been against 
Communist candidates for office. Re­
peatedly, Catholics are warned not to vote 
Communist, at the threat of excommuni­
cation. In July of the Holy Year, the 
Roman Catholic bishops of Lombardy said 
that priests who encouraged Italians to 
vote Communist must recant or face ex- 
communication.

The Vatican newspaper VOsservatore 
Romano published a statement by northern 
Italian bishops expressing their “pained 
disapproval” over the outcome of the June 
elections in which the Communists gained 
2.5 million votes and nearly outpolled the 
Vatican-backed party in power. And late 
in the Holy Year, in November, Pope Paul 
issued new warnings against Catholics who 
support the Communist Party. But it has 
been apparent for some time that such 
warnings are falling on a growing number 
of deaf ears.

Hence, when we consider all the facts, 
we must conclude that 1975 was anything 
but a “Holy Year” for the Roman Catholic 
Church. There has been no “reconcili­
ation.” There has been no “renewal.”  In­
stead, its troubles continue to mount every­
where, even at the very center of its 
power, in Italy.

No, 1975 was no “Holy Year” in any 
true sense of the word. And the most 
crucial reason why it was not was simply 
that it was not God’s doing. As Psalm 
127:1 states: “Unless Jehovah himself 
builds the house, it is to no avail that its 
builders have worked hard on it.”
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SV I W O things I never talk about are 
religion and politics,” is the re­

sponse of many people when these sub­
jects come up. They know that unpleasant 
arguments and even loss of friends can 
result. So they avoid such subjects.

No doubt you also have your own con­
victions about such matters—and you may 
feel that you are right. Likely you do not 
feel that your beliefs should or could be 
changed. And if your convictions are un­
popular or misunderstood, you know what 
strong feelings arise if you talk about them.

On the other hand, making a response 
when your beliefs are questioned often 
can be mutually beneficial. Open discussion 
may even remove groundless barriers and 
open others’ minds to new ideas that can 
truly benefit them. However, the that 
you respond to those who disagree with 
you is often the key to whether the out­
come is beneficial or harmful.

but . . .  to be kind to everyone, a good 
teacher, and patient. He has to be gentle 
when he corrects people who dispute what 
he says.”—2 Tim. 2:23-25,

What Christ Jesus had to say in his day 
ran counter to strongly entrenched and 
cherished beliefs of most of the people to 
whom he spoke. Yet he won many hearts 
because he showed respect for others, even 
when under attack for his controversial 
teachings: “He was insulted and did not

To strike out aggressively with your 
best arguments may at first seem the best 
way. But this can often be counterproduc­
tive, causing resentment. Better is the 
sage Biblical advice: “Always have your 
answer ready for people who ask you the 
reason for the hope that you all have. But 
give it with courtesy and respect.”—1 Pet. 
3:15, 16, Jerusalem Bible {JB).

“Courtesy and respect” for the other 
person’s sincerity in his own beliefs help 
to avoid arousing harmful emotions when 
one is discussing controversial matters. 
That is why the Bible also recommends 
that when a person is defending his Chris­
tian faith, he is “not to engage in quarrels,

Should differing views alienate people?
A  Canadian television broadcast illustrates 

the value of displaying courtesy and respect 
for others even though you disagree
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retaliate with insults.”—1 Pet. 2:23, JB.
The beliefs of some Christians today 

are misunderstood and may even be at­
tacked by people who hold more conven­
tional or popular views. Certainly those 
who profess to be Christians should re­
flect Christ’s way of answering, just as his 
early disciples did. When people observed 
how convincingly Peter and John spoke, 
for example, and “perceived that they 
were men unlettered and ordinary, they 
got to wondering. And they began to rec­
ognize about them that they used to be 
with Jesus.”—Acts 4:13.

A modem illustration of how Christian 
principles can be used effectively was pre­
sented on a television program seen in 
many parts of Canada. A representative 
of Jehovah’s witnesses was questioned 
about some of their more controversial 
beliefs at Ontario’s McMaster University. 
The amphitheater of this modem univer­
sity was filled to capacity with about 400 
students. Under bright TV lighting, the 
moderator, a prepared panel of three stu­
dents, and other students from the audi­
ence probed the Witnesses. Portions of the 
transcript follow.

Televised Questioning
Early in the discussion, the moderator 

asked a question the wording of which 
seemed to make Jehovah’s witnesses ap­
pear biased. Note how this problem was 
confronted directly, yet tactfully.

Moderator: “Why do you think that 
other religions are oppressive?”

Witness: “Of course, a statement made 
like that does sound rather blunt at first, 
but what we have in mind is that history 
shows that often religions, when coming 
into great power, [and] making unions 
with certain political systems, have been 
oppressive.”

Moderator: “Let’s take a branch of a 
religion, the Jesuits, for example. Do you
AWAKE! — FEBRUARY 1976

think in their history they have been op­
pressive?”

Witness: “Apparently many countries 
have thought so. There have been times 
when, for example, Jesuits have been ex­
pelled for meddling in political affairs of 
nations. There was even one time in his­
tory when the Pope himself felt it neces­
sary to restrict them quite a b it.. . .  If one 
has ever seen, for example, the murals of 
Diego Rivera in Mexico, these show quite 
plainly the cruel treatment of the native 
peoples, and other peoples, in an effort to 
force religious views and religious control.”

Allowing history to answer the question 
focused attention on the real problem. 
Then some questions were raised as to the 
politically neutral position of Jehovah’s 
witnesses.

Moderator: “Now, Jehovah’s witnesses 
urge their members to refrain from voting 
in elections and showing their allegiance 
to the flag in some countries. Why is that?”

Witness: “Well, to rephrase it slightly 
for the sake of clarification: It’s an indi­
vidual choice on the part of each member 
on the matter of voting; but we believe 
that historically, Biblically, we are sound 
in this position of not being involved in the 
political scene. Christ himself told a Ro­
man politician, nearly two thousand years 
ago, ‘My kingdom is not of this world.’ . . .  
[The historian] Augustus Neander, writ­
ing on the church in the first three cen­
turies, plainly says that they stood aloof 
from the political state and they felt that 
what they could inject into the community 
was a more holy way of life that would 
be an example to others, and invite others 
to follow that. So what we feel [is]— 
they’re in their realm, we’re in ours— 
we’re trying to achieve similar goals; in 
certain cases, the identical goals. The 
Christian method is simply different from 
the political methods.”

The Witness continued on the matter of
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declining to pledge allegiance to any na­
tional flag:

Witness: “This is not disrespect, no 
more than the historical case of Wil­
liam Penn’s refusing to take off his hat 
before the king was disrespect. To him it 
was strictly a matter of conscience. With 
us it is. Anyone can check a reliable ref­
erence work—encyclopedia—on the ori­
gin of flags and find out that they were 
originally religious symbols and that vari­
ous approaches made to recognizing them, 
saluting them, etc., pledging allegiance, 
had a religious background. To us, it’s a 
form of an idol. It’s a political image. It 
is a form of state worship, and we simply 
decline, respectfully, to participate, but we 
do not try to hinder anyone else.”

As the program proceeded, questioning 
was turned over to a preselected panel of 
three students who were evidently pre­
pared to ask about matters on which they 
believed Jehovah’s witnesses to be vul­
nerable.

Questions from Students
First Panelist: “Christ spoke the Gos­

pel of Good News. Good news to the poor, 
release to the captives, freedom to the op­
pressed. I’m wondering why your Gospel 
does not speak these things to people. Your 
Gospel is bad news, bad views, not good 
views.”

Witness: “ It’s bad news for some peo­
ple, Paul, because it means the end of a 
system that they’ve preferred to one that’s 
upright, just, to the blessing of the human 
fam ily.. . .  What we have preached to the 
people in those lands where many people 
thought it was bad news, was a release to 
the captives, a hope for the future, a re­
lease from sin and death through Christ.”

First Panelist: “Liberty to the op­
pressed is physical. It is not liberty to the 
oppressed in a spiritual sense, but in a 
physical sense. Good news to the poor
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means . . . giving them food. You see, 
you’re only concerned about the souls, 
saving people. The Gospel of Good News 
is to the whole mem.”

Witness: “Yes.”
First Panelist: “Are you doing this?”
Witness: “Yes.”
First Panelist: “Are you feeding the 

sick?”
Witness: “Yes.”
First Panelist: “Are you going to the 

physical man and giving him the things 
that he needs?”

Witness: “Right. [Audience reaction 
indicates that they realized that the ques­
tioner had made wrong assumptions.] In 
fact, I can tell you that right now—Jeho­
vah’s witnesses don’t generally advertise 
this because Christ himself said not to let 
your one hand know what the other is 
doing in the matter of giving—but right 
now, we have a ship on the way to Hon­
duras loaded with material for people who 
are suffering there.”

First Panelist: “That’s the. . .  first kind 
of charitable act I’ve ever heard attributed 
to your organization.”

Witness: “Well, that’s the first you’ve 
heard of, but that isn’t the first occasion 
of it.”

First Panelist: “Well, this is all news 
to me.”

Witness: “Good. This has been bene­
ficial and enriching then.”

First Panelist: “Your attitude that the 
world is bad and destined to destruction 
releases you from any responsibility to­
wards the world, towards the environment, 
towards poverty, towards war prisoners, 
all the atrocities, injustices of our society. 
This is a modern heresy, totally unbiblical. 
How do you justify it?”

Witness: “Well, we don’t really fit what 
you’ve described.”

First Panelist: “But if you preach that 
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the world is coming to an end so imminent­
ly. you have no concern for the world.” 

Witness: “Yes [we do]. Because it 
means the end, not of the planet, not of 
human society, but the end of all those in­
justices that you are so concerned about. 
It means the terminating of that which 
has been so oppressive to man throughout 
the centuries so that there will be no more 
of these things. That’s good news!”

The fact that Jehovah’s witnesses have 
produced the New World Translation of 
the Holy Scriptures still concerns some, as 
it did the next panelist.

Second Panelist: “Why did you go to 
all the work of having your own transla­
tion made when the King James Version 
already exists as a universally accepted 
translation?”

Witness: “For the same reason that 
Goodspeed produced his translation and 
Moffatt produced his.”

Second Panelist: “Can you tell me, who 
was the man that did this translation?” 

Witness: “This was done by a body of 
men and they remain anonymous by their 
own wish . . .  In fact, you have to do some 
searching today to find out who the trans­
lators were of the King James Version. 
The thing that proves the worth of the 
translation is not who the translators were, 
but the translation—the work itself.” 

The third panelist was concerned about 
‘setting dates’ and predicting the end. An­
swers made it clear that 1914 was only the 
beginning of the time of the end.

Third Panelist: “Well, anyhow, if it is 
the beginning of the end, . . .  then the end 
must be very close?”

Witness: “Very.”
Third Panelist: “Then why are you in­

vesting all this money in real estate and 
new Kingdom Halls, and the new printing 
presses, when if you wait until the end 
you could have it all for nothing?” 

Witness: “The reason why we’re doing

it now, Eric, is because we have to, be­
cause of the tremendous growth in our 
organization, the demand for Bibles and 
Bible literature. And one thing is cer­
tain, once this system comes to an end 
any funds we have are not going to be 
usable or necessary then. So there is no 
point in hoarding it up and becoming a 
rich organization financially, investing it 
in other areas. We are using it for the 
purposes for which it was contributed by 
our own members, and that is, to spread 
the Gospel further.”

People often question the refusal of Je­
hovah’s witnesses to accept blood trans­
fusions. During the questioning, a student 
raised hypothetical emergency situations 
in an effort to bypass the Scriptural pro­
hibition mentioned in Acts 15:20, 29.

Student: “Well, suppose somebody was 
just coming to the hospital. They’ve got 
a few seconds to live. The only possible 
way out is a blood transfusion. Well, what’s 
your answer to that? I mean, that’s mur­
der if you don’t let them accept that.”

Witness: “That situation doesn’t exist. 
Wherever there are cases where a person 
. . . let’s say comes in off the highway 
here . . .  and there is extreme loss of blood. 
Every emergency room, in every hospital, 
has a plasma volume expander which 
can . . . ”

Student: “Plasma doesn’t replace blood, 
though.”

Witness: “The need there is to keep the 
volume up in the system. It’s not the blood 
so much that’s needed then, but the vol­
ume that must be replaced. These expand­
ers will do it. They are used in emergency 
situations; they are recommended by Civil 
Defense organizations when blood is not 
available. Obviously it works—it has 
worked on thousands of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses.”

People often question Jehovah’s witness­
es about their public method of preaching.
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Student: “Don’t you think that the 
door-knocking techniques of your members 
to sell the religion infringe on a person’s 
privacy?”

Witness: “No more than that of any­
one else who calls at the doors, but we re­
alize that it does disturb some people. And 
if you are among those who are disturbed 
by it, of course you’d be sympathetic about 
that situation, but frankly a lot of people 
tell us how much they appreciate our calls 
. . . Because you’re not of those people, 
it doesn’t mean it doesn’t happen. I can 
tell you both sides of the matter. You 
know only yours, but the fact is that many 
people thank us for calling. Often they tell 
us we got them to reading the Bible again. 
So while it is, at times, something that 
disturbs people, we do it because we be­
lieve it’s commanded in the Scriptures. We 
believe it’s an effort to show love for fel- 
lowman, to benefit him by what we can 
share with him; and, finally, I think it’s 
worth while mentioning here, that it’s 
eminently successful because we reach a 
lot of people that need to be reached and 
aren’t reached by other religious groups.” 

Sometimes those who question another’s 
beliefs are guilty of the very objections 
that they raise, as was the case with an­
other student.

Student: “I’m interested to know what 
gives you the power or authority to feel 
that your religion is superior to, say mine, 
which is Christianity.”

Witness: “Do you feel mine is Chris­
tianity?”

Student: “Uh-mmm, no, I don’t.” 
Witness: “What gives you the authori­

ty or power to feel that yours is superior 
to mine? You see, I don’t mean to embar­
rass you here, but . . . ”

Student: “You did!”
Witness: “This is always the thing 

with this type of questioning. It’s a two- 
way street and people who can’t under-
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stand why others take their views so seri­
ously have their own [views], and what 
you have to do is be willing to dignify the 
other person with respecting the fact that 
he does take it seriously and then go to 
the Book which is supposed to have the 
answer to find out: Now which one of us 
is looking at this the right way? We have 
no argument with individuals. . . . We be­
lieve judgments are left to God. But we do 
believe that what the Bible says is true 
and if it says something about a matter 
that others believe that is different to what 
it says, we have to disagree with them.”

A Good Effect
These straightforward, honest answers 

reflected an understanding for other per­
sons’ points of view. Hence, this Canadian 
television program helped many to see that 
there is another side, even when it comes 
to controversial beliefs such as those of 
Jehovah’s witnesses. What seems to have 
impressed viewers most, even among non- 
Witnesses, was the way that the Witness 
representative remained calm and main­
tained Christian dignity even when ques­
tioners displayed a measure of hostility. 
He knew the truth of the wise proverb: 
“An answer, when mild, turns away rage, 
but a word causing pain makes anger to 
come up.”—Prov. 15:1.

Hence, snappy comebacks that attempt 
to destroy opposers outright are out of 
place. A Christian desires to help all per­
sons—even those who consider themselves 
to be opponents—to be attracted to the 
truth. Thus he conducts himself when 
under attack so that others incline to rec­
ognize that what he has to say is not of 
his own originality, but solidly founded on 
Biblical “wisdom from above” because it 
is “in the first place pure; and then peace- 
loving, considerate, and open to reason; it 
is straightforward and sincere.”—Jas. 3: 
17, New English Bible.
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PENICILLIN, the first and most widely 
used antibiotic, was discovered back 

in 1928 by the British bacteriologist Alex­
ander Fleming. But he and his colaborers 
had many obstacles to overcome, and so 
it was not until World War II that it finally 
came to be recognized for its value in 
combating infections.

The results with penicillin were so re­
markable that it was termed a “miracle” 
or “wonder” drug, and since then many, 
many other antibiotics have been devel­
oped, both organic and synthetic. There is 
no question about these antibiotics, such 
as penicillin, having accomplished much 
good, saving many a life, shortening the 
recovery time of many a victim of ac­
cident or illness.

But the use of antibiotics has not been 
an unmixed blessing. Why not? Because 
of the very nature of antibiotics. The name 
itself should prove a warning, for it comes 
from two roots: anti, meaning “opposed,” 
and bio, meaning “life.”  So an antibiotic is 
an agent opposed to life, that is, it is a 
killer. A killer of what? Of germs, bacteria, 
microbes, for which reason “antimicro­
bials”  seems to be preferred in medical 
literature. “Antimicrobials”  are said to 
have “toxicity,” that is, poisonous char­
acteristics as well as other harmful po­
tentials in addition to therapeutic qualities.

Thus Dr. Robert C. Zurek, writing in 
Diseases of Medical Progress, states: 
“Whenever we employ an antimicrobial 
agent, we are wielding a truly double-edge 
sword. We take a calculated risk.” That 
is, the physician hopes to kill certain 
microbes without harming the cells of the 
body.

-D O U BLE-EDG ED
SW ORDS

But is this fact fully appreciated by the 
medical profession, not to mention the 
public at large? Apparently it is not, for 
as Dr. F. D. Adams states in the foreword 
to the above-mentioned textbook “drugs 
are frequently administered . . .  apparently 
without due regard for their disquieting 
and sometimes dangerous potentialities. 
One need but mention, for example, the 
widespread use of antibiotics for trivial 
upper respiratory infections and com­
parable minor ailments—a practice that 
seems to continue in spite of the ex­
hortations of many qualified authorities 
that these agents are, as a rule, ineffective 
in such cases.”

A committee for the United States 
Health, Education and Welfare Depart­
ment brought out that in one study of 
1,045 patients, 340 were receiving anti­
biotics but only 13 percent of these (or 
some 45) actually should have received 
such medication. In another report a phy­
sician tells that from “ 90 to 99 percent 
of those who were receiving chloram­
phenicol were getting it for a non-indicated 
purpose.” And Drs. Silverman and Lee, in 
their book Pills, Profits, and Politics, state 
that at times antibiotics “ have caused 
illnesses more severe than the diseases 
they were intended to combat.”

Indicative of the overuse of antibiotics 
is the fact that in the United States, in 
the 1971-1972 fiscal year, roughly 26,400
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tons of antibiotics were produced and 
certified for distribution. This is enough 
for fifty doses for every man, woman and 
child in the country. According to Dr. 
H. F. Dowling, a highly respected author­
ity on this subject, “ it is doubtful that 
the average person has an illness that 
requires treatment with an antibiotic more 
often than once every five or ten years.”

Helping to account for this great con­
sumption of antibiotics is their use in 
hospitals. On an average day some 40 per­
cent of the patients are given at least one 
antibiotic. According to a leading author­
ity on this subject, “ it is inconceivable to 
me . . .  to believe that 40 percent of the 
patients in the hospital require an anti­
microbial drug. . . .  I think that there is 
no question but that these drugs are . . . 
used excessively.”

Obviously, all such overuse of drugs 
results in much needless expense for the 
patients or their families or whoever else 
pays the bills. One hospital, recognizing 
this problem, organized an antimicrobial 
committee to monitor the use of such 
drugs. As a result, it was able to cut down 
the use of them by 20 percent. If all 
hospitals in the United States followed 
suit, it would mean an annual saving of 
$117,000,000. Another study showed that 
93 percent of the patients receiving an 
antibiotic costing $12 a prescription were 
receiving it needlessly.

Cutting the Wrong Way
Just how serious is the double-edged as­

pect of antibiotics? According to Dr. Zurek, 
“ the list of untoward effects is enormously 
long,” and “ it would seem there is a true 
ever-increasing incidence of adverse drug 
reactions.”

While some may hold them to be ex­
ceptions, take note of these examples: 
There was a man of twenty-five years with
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a sore throat. His doctor gave him an 
antibiotic, chloramphenicol, for nine days. 
In less than two months he had very 
severe symptoms caused by this drug and 
in six months he was dead.

Then there was a woman forty-seven 
years old who was treated for a sore throat 
with penicillin. In three days she had all 
manner of complications, such as red lumps 
on her body, itching and difficulty in 
urinating. In spite of the use of an arti­
ficial kidney machine, she died.

In another instance a twelve-year-old 
girl was treated with chloramphenicol. It 
resulted in her being afflicted with a dan­
gerous blood disease, from which she died. 
According to another report, hundreds of 
persons have died from chloramphenicol 
(trade name “Chloromycetin” ), and in 
spite of the fact that for more than twenty- 
five years doctors have been warned about 
this drug, it is still being prescribed un­
necessarily.

Why this overuse of antibiotics? With 
the advent of antibiotic therapy, the treat­
ment of most infectious diseases took on 
a new specificity. At least something was 
available that could attack the germs 
causing the disease. Where a cause could 
not be isolated, the antibiotic was given 
empirically, that is, without sound basis, 
by enthusiastic doctors. And what is more, 
the patient many times demanded it. As 
a consequence, there has been much un­
justified use of antibiotics.

No doubt another reason for the over­
use of antibiotics is the desire of doctors 
just to do something, tending to consider 
only the potential benefits of these drugs. 
Still another reason, suggested by S. M. 
Wolfe, director of Ralph Nader’s Health 
Resource Group, is the possibility that 
for information about drugs doctors de­
pend too much on the biased sales pitches 
of drug company representatives.

AWAKE! — FEBRUARY 1976



Why Two-edged?
Why do antibiotics help many people 

but not help all? Why are they so often 
two-edged swords? One factor is the phys­
ical condition of the patient. Powerful 
antibiotics are likely to have powerful 
toxic side effects. It is the function of the 
liver and the kidneys to get rid of toxic 
agents. But if the liver is diseased or the 
kidneys function inadequately, they may 
not get rid of the toxic residues of the 
antibiotic and, as a result, the cells of 
the body succumb to the poisons and the 
patient sickens and may even die.

An even more frequent cause of com­
plications resulting from the use of anti­
biotics is allergy or some type of intoler­
ance. Any patient may be allergic to one 
or more antibiotics, as a result of which 
harm and even death may come to the 
patient. For example, of more than a 
thousand reported life-threatening reac­
tions caused by antibiotics, the vast ma­
jority involved penicillin, and, of these, 
10 percent were fatal.

There is also the problem of microbes 
developing drug immunity, resisting the 
bacteriocidal effect of the antibiotic. This 
has been seen recently in the treatment of 
gonorrhea. For years the gonococcus germ 
causing this disease was extremely sen­
sitive to penicillin so that recovery from 
this disease was almost certain if the anti­
biotic was administered. Lately, however, 
penicillin-resistant strains of gonococcus 
have developed, so that now other, less 
effective drugs have to be used.

Still another reason why an antibiotic 
may turn out to be a double-edged sword 
is that it may wipe out all except certain 
strains, which then increase and cause 
completely new or complicating diseases. 
Such “superinfections” are caused by the 
microbes not susceptible to the antibiotic 
but which have been kept in check by

the other microbes in a sort of “natural” 
balance.

Regarding this aspect of matters, The 
Sunday News, Detroit, Michigan, July 28, 
1974, told of doctors warning that overuse 
of the most widely administered antibiotic 
has fostered development of a new resis­
tant kind of infant brain inflammation. 
The antibiotic is ampicillin, a synthetic 
form of penicillin. According to Dr. S. Ross 
of the Children’s Hospital in Washington, 
D.C., “ampicillin has been beaten to death 
by being used indiscriminately by phy­
sicians both inside and outside the hos­
pital.” It “used to be the drug of choice 
for . . .  a serious intestinal disease. In 
1967, 5 percent of [such] cases were re­
sistant to it. Now 95 percent are resistant. 
. . .  The growing resistance scares . . .  us.”

An example of this is the potential ef­
fect of some antibiotics on the intestinal 
flora, the useful bacterial population of 
the intestines so essential to the proper 
and maximum assimilation of food. Ac­
cording to many practitioners, continued 
use of antibiotics may kill not only harmful 
bacteria but also much of the intestinal 
flora. For this reason certain practitioners 
urge the use of yogurt or like milk products 
whenever a person is taking antibiotics.

What Can You Do About It?
Some might conclude from the foregoing 

that all this information is the concern 
of physicians, not of their patients. But 
is that so? If so many doctors are not 
sufficiently cautious, even as their own 
spokesmen confess, perhaps the “ layman” 
should show concern. That is the position 
taken by Science Digest, January 1975. It 
states: “All antimicrobials—as a group— 
are overused and abused by physicians in 
general to the point where the public must 
learn to protect itself by learning the 
dangers, for clearly doctors as a group 
are blowing it.”
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From the foregoing it is apparent that 
you should be very careful about using 
antibiotics. Never urge your doctor to pre­
scribe antibiotics. Never use those pre­
scribed to others; never experiment your­
self. Let your doctor know of your past 
use of antibiotics, whether unfavorable or 
not; also let him know what other drugs 
you may be taking. If he prescribes anti­
biotics, inquire as to an alternate treat­
ment. If they seem imperative, then follow 
his instructions closely.

To sum up, we cannot do better than to 
quote from the “ Concluding Remarks” in 
Dr. Zurek’s chapter, “Antibiotic-induced 
Diseases” : “ It is hoped this review of un­
toward reactions to antimicrobial agents 
will foster appropriate respect for these 
drugs. Their use has produced tragedies 
as well as miracles. None are completely 
without hazard. . . . Successful antibiotic 
therapy can be achieved only by knowledge 
of the capabilities of these agents and a 
constant awareness of their hazards.”

AFRICA'S HIDDEN SWITZERLAND!
By "Awake!" correspondent in Zaire

HIGH up in the heart of Africa is ^  jg jg  1
an area having some of the m at _ _ . *

continent’s most beautiful lakes, 
most interesting mountains, green-
est valleys and most spectacular W  / -  ^
scenery. Rightfully it can claim to
be a “ tropical Switzerland.”  * ■; - V " "J-.

Yet it was one of the last parts 
of Africa to be visited by explorers, 
just about a hundred years ago, and
even today it is not on the great jW  v
tourist circuits. No wonder, because 1 i# '
this lovely country is at least 600 miles
from the ocean and is fenced off by dense
tropical vegetation, swamps and disease-
infested areas. But the few who venture
past these natural barriers will be richly ^rwr****
rewarded. Here they will meet both the , .  , ., __ ., , , ,
tallest and the shortest people in all of hlf h 38 the Matterhorn, beautiful water- 
Africa. They will find a wealth of animal â s’ lakes, lush valleys and pic-
life and an abundance of crops. They will turesque villages seemingly glued to steep 
see fire-spitting volcanoes and hot springs, slopes.
And as a striking reminder of Switzerland, This hidden “Switzerland” comprises 
they will behold snow-covered peaks as the southern part of Uganda, the countries
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of Rwanda and Burundi, and the adjoin­
ing part of Kivu Province in eastern Zaire.

Our Journey Starts
We must warn you, even today travel­

ing in this area is not easy. Wherever you 
go, you have to expect a bumpy ride, and 
a slow one.

The first leg of our exciting trip will be 
from Kabale to Kisoro. The bus is old, is 
packed out with more than sixty passen­
gers and has still more weight on its roof: 
bicycles, furniture, all kinds of crates, 
bundles and bags of foodstuffs and live 
animals.

Finally the bus is loaded and we are 
off! We pass a few villages, and as we 
wind up the switchback road the air gets 
fresher, less humid at higher altitudes. 
In time, we are able to see Lake Bunyoni, 
a pearl, as it were, or perhaps more like 
the end of a fjord, but one in a setting of 
tropical sun and lush vegetation, fringed 
by a curved shoreline and with a beauti­
ful island in its midst. We go higher and 
higher, with our view constantly improv­
ing, enhanced now by the red of the Afri­
can flame trees dotting the mountainside. 
In the other direction we have a far- 
distent view into the deep valleys below, 
with their cultivated slopes and small vil­
lages clinging to the sides. We stop here 
and there to let one or two persons get 
off, each taking his belongings—bags, bot­
tles, chickens, baskets, stools, bowls or 
whatever—which are handed down from 
the roof of the bus.

But, look! On our left is the town of 
Kabale. Why, that was our starting point! 
After almost five hours of winding through 
the mountains, and after traveling almost 
fifty miles on this winding mountainous 
road,, we are only about ten miles away 
from Kabale, as the bird flies. Amazing 
indeed!

Now we are driving through a forest of 
bamboo that is so dense that the road 
seems to be in a tunnel, and suddenly we 
come out to a fabulous view, the well- 
known Kanaba Gap. We can now see the 
Virunga volcanoes stretching into three 
countries—Uganda, Rwanda and Zaire. 
On the slopes of the closest volcano is one 
of the last homes of the wild gorilla.

Into Rwanda
In this “land of a thousand hills,”  which, 

by the way, is quite an understatement, 
traveling may seem more leisurely but 
still very scenic. Head and shoulders above 
the rest, there is Karisimbi, with an alti­
tude of 14,786 feet (about 4,500 meters), 
the highest volcano in the Virunga range. 
South of it lies Ruhengeri, surrounded 
by extensive banana groves. Here we see 
very attractive houses made of lava bricks, 
with the mortar between them painted 
white. Here too is Lake Bulera and Lake 
Ruhondo, which remind us of beautiful 
Lake Bunyoni.

This is an agricultural country. All 
suitable land seems to be used to raise cof­
fee, potatoes, millet, beans, peanuts, maize, 
cassava and other crops—sometimes on a 
forty-five-degree angle on the slopes. 
Here and there we pass brick factories 
with their typical ovens, in which a vari­
ety of gray, yellow and red bricks are 
produced.

But soon we are climbing again, on our 
way up to more than 7,000 feet (2,100 
meters). For many miles it seems that we 
are driving along on top of mountain 
ridges. The equatorial sun playing on the 
countryside gives an added splendor to the 
various shades of green. There are many 
fir trees mingled with eucalyptus trees, 
and, in the latter, reed baskets have been 
attached to provide homes for honeybees.

Somebody on the bus says that we are 
approaching Kigali, the capital. If that is
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so, we have not done badly on this part 
of the trip, having covered about eighty 
miles of dirt road in four and a half hours, 
and this morning we have added another 
stretch of twenty-five miles.

One thing that has impressed us in the 
last hundred miles is not seeing any large 
villages, only one or two small ones of no 
more than ten houses each. But we are 
reminded that this is typical of Rwanda, 
a small country of four million people, 
with a density of population comparable 
to that of Europe, and yet most of the 
people live in single houses scattered over 
the countryside. When we passed a mar­
ketplace, however, we quickly realized 
how many people there are.

And what a startling variety of people! 
Some have the height of the Watusi, six 
or seven feet, and quite a number are very 
short. No, they are not the Batwa pygmies, 
for they live in the mountains some dis­
tance from here. But, whether tall or 
short, hardly anybody wears shoes—only 
about seven out of a hundred persons that 
we counted.

We must be going. There is another 
ninety miles of winding road before us, 
leading into the southwest of Rwanda.

Cradle o f the Nile
Steadily climbing, we have now entered 

a big forest Gone are the people, the 
houses and the fields. This is a virgin for­
est, with a profusion of tropical vegeta­
tion: flowering trees, shiny silvery leaves,

ferns along the roadside. After well over 
an hour of climbing, we wonder if we are 
getting near the end of the forest. Others 
on the bus assure us that we are only ap­
proaching the middle!

More climbing, and we reach an altitude 
of about 8,000 feet (about 2,400 meters) 
—and with the altitude, mountainous veg­
etation, yellow, green, red and brown moss 
hanging from the branches. A  small sign 
to the left, a bit faded and almost bent 
to the ground, tells us that the narrow 
brook we cross leads up to a source of the 
Akagera River, a headwater of the Nile 
over 4,100 miles (about 6,600 kilometers) 
away from the Mediterranean!

Beautiful Lake Kivu
Finally we are descending, and in the 

distance, under the setting sun, appears 
beautiful Lake Kivu, a pearl in the west­
ern rift valley, with the town of Bukavu 
at its southern tip. Here to greet our eyes 
are pyrethrum fields with their violet 
blossoms, tea, coffee, sugarcane, cinchona 
plantations and sheer rocks pressing up­
ward toward the sky, at times up for an­
other mile above the lake. The Ankole 
cattle with their enormous horns, which 
we had already admired in Kigezi, are 
also here in Zaire. They try to find enough 
green grass on the mountainside in be­
tween the bright red of flame trees and 
the yellow of cassia trees.

The view changes constantly—an open­
ing to the blue lake reveals its peninsulas, 
or steeply sloped shoreline, or its islands 
dotted over its surface. In another direc­
tion profound alpine valleys come into 
view, and here and there waterfalls half­
way up a mountainside can be seen.

There are other stretches when, for 
miles, we pass banana groves. We see 
many women carrying on their backs big 
gourds in baskets, held by a band passing
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over their foreheads. The smell of alco­
hol fills the air, for the gourds contain 
some banana beer on its way to the 
market.

The northern lakeshore features a dif­
ferent landscape: Miles of hardened black 
lava, stretching from the Nyamlagira 
volcano to the lake, not yet thirty years 
old. The irregular surface is beginning to 
be covered by vegetation. Farther on, we 
see Nyiragongo, a second active volcano, 
touching the clouds. At night its top can 
be seen glowing fiery red. As we travel 
on, we are delighted to see the Virunga 
chain again, this time from the Zaire side. 
It is difficult to believe that these peaks 
are about as high as the famous Matter­
horn.

Virunga Park
Leaving the chain of volcanoes behind 

and traveling farther, we are soon looking 
at another marvelous landscape: a plain 
full of antelopes, elephants and other 
game, grazing peacefully in their sanctu­
ary. The word that comes to our minds 
is “paradise.”  Palm-fringed rivers wind 
their courses north toward the Nile and 
hippos by the hundreds lie scattered about 
their banks and shallow edges. In the dis­
tance glitters another silvery lake.

As we head south from Bukavu, the 
high clouds behind us must be hiding the 
Ruwenzori, the “Mountains of the Moon,” 
reaching up to 16,791 feet (about 5,100 
meters).

We descend through the Rusizi rift val­
ley, and as we do we look into Burundi to 
our left. It seems to have many similari­
ties to Rwanda, except for the cotton 
plantations that we notice as we are ap­
proaching Lake Tanganyika.

What a beautiful lake, flanked by moun­
tain ranges on either side! We are told 
that it was about here that the famous 
explorers Livingstone and Stanley had a 
glimpse of Africa’s “ hidden Switzerland,” 
just over a hundred years ago. But they 
could not have known all of what it con­
tains. Certainly every one of those wind­
ing, bumpy roads through these moun­
tains contains numerous surprises to 
captivate one’s interest. But it would take 
years for us to explore them all.

Right now friendly people are standing 
here on the quay waving “ Kvca heri!” , 
meaning “good-bye” in Swahili, while our 
boat slowly moves south on Lake Tangan­
yika. All we can do now is cherish the 
precious memories of our journey through 
this beauty spot of creation, this “hidden 
Switzerland” in the very heart of Africa.

Z Jhe C jtc a t a t  lira ( i i t

•  If the Author of the Bible and the Creator of the animals is the same One, 
we would expect Bible references to animals to be accurate. They are. Note 
this observation from the book The Marvels of Animal Behavior: “The Bible, 
which mentions some 100 kinds of animals, is a veritable treasure-house of 
references to man’s relationship with ‘the fish of the sea . . . the fowl of the 
air, and . . . every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.’ Biblical com­
mentators often showed insight as animal behaviorists. Jeremiah (8:7) notes 
the migration of birds: ‘Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed 
times.’ . . .  Biblical laws decreeing kindness to animals are the cultural source 
of some of our own humane laws.”
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LET me introduce myself. I am one 
i of Creation’s rambling pincush­

ions. Probably you have heard of the 
thirteenth-century traveler Marco 
Polo. Well, while journeying through 
southern Asia, Marco encountered 
some of us, and this is what he said: 
“Here are found porcupines, which 
roll themselves up when the hunters 
set their dogs at them, and with great 
fury shoot out the 
quills or spines 
with which their 
skins are fu r ­
nished, wounding 
b oth  m en and 
dogs.”

Five centuries 
later this opinion 
was still held by 
many. In 1744, someone by the name of 
Churchill said of us, ‘If they are vexed 
they can by contracting themselves cast 
their quills forth with such strength that 
they kill man or beast.’

Now, do you really believe that we 
would do such a thing? Can we shoot our 
quills? In fact, just how much do you 
know about us anyway?

First, a Lesson in Anatomy
To start with, let me say that we’re 

mammals called rodents. In plain language 
that means that we gnaw at things. We 
have incisor teeth well suited for that job.

You humans have classified us as Old 
World porcupines and New World porcu­
pines. My Old World relatives live in south­
eastern Europe, Africa and southern Asia. 
Most of them are about three feet long, 
if you include their tails. Some weigh as 
much as sixty pounds. They are called 
crested porcupines because they have a 
crest of long bristles on their heads, necks 
and backs.

New World porcupines, like me, are

residents of North and South America. 
I’m a North American (or, Canadian, if 
you prefer), about three feet long, tail 
included, and I weigh in at around twenty 
pounds. Some of my New World relatives 
weigh as much as forty pounds. We’re also 
called tree porcupines because we live 
mostly in trees. Our hind feet are designed 
with claws just right for tree-climbing.

Maybe I should mention my color. Well, 
my fur is a brownish black. And what 
about those fearsome quills? They’re yel­
lowish white. I’ve heard it said that a pic­
ture is worth more than ten thousand 
words. So, my portrait by a renowned ar­
tist is reproduced here for your benefit.

A Word About Our Quills
Originally, the name “porcupine” meant 

“pig with spines.”  Of course, we’re not 
pigs. But we do have spines or quills, as 
you know. Thousands of those quills are 
on our tails, backs and the sides of our 
bodies. Actually, the quills are bristles of 
hair that have grown together, becoming 
fused. Some of mine are two or three
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inches long and very sharp. That’s good 
—for me. I defend myself with them.

Some of us have barbed quills. That’s 
right. The spines have little projections 
that point backward. Once they enter the 
flesh of an attacker, the quills swell up, 
making the barbs stick out. It’s just about 
impossible to get those painful spines out 
because the barbs hook into the flesh of 
an assailant. Furthermore, due to the way 
these barbs are slanted, the quills work 
in deeper as the victim moves about.

What About ‘Room and Board.’?
Where do we live and what do we eat? 

Well, our likes and dislikes vary. As a 
North American, I live in trees, though 
some of my New World relatives are con­
tent to reside among rocks or in holes in 
the ground. My Old World cousins don’t 
climb trees. Several of them may live in 
a single underground burrow having per­
haps a half dozen entrances.

I don’t like to travel very much. So, I 
may live around three or four trees for 
a whole season. I just make myself com­
fortable in a tree and chew the bark.

That brings up the matter of food. My 
relative, the Old World crested porcupine, 
slips out at night (and sometimes during 
the daylight) to eat such things as bark, 
roots and fallen fruit. I have to admit that 
he can ruin crops too, by feasting on such 
toothsome delights as sweet potatoes.

In springtime, Canadian tree porcupines, 
like myself, may dine on spikes of tiny 
flowers found on poplar and other trees. 
Later, aspen or other leaves will do just 
fine. Various plants satisfy us, but in win­
ter mainly bark is on our menu.

If I head out on a food-hunting expedi­
tion, it’s likely to be nighttime. And I 
may show up in some unexpected places. 
Maybe you have a cabin in the woods and 
you have left some salty butter out where 
I can reach it. I just love that and will take

care of every bit you leave me. Maybe I 
can tip over the saltshaker too, spilling its 
delicious contents. Oh! Happy day! I have 
a terrific craving for salt. Why, I’ve even 
been known to munch on ax handles be­
cause of the traces of salty perspiration 
on them!

During our nocturnal dining, you may 
hear some unusual sounds. Some of my 
relatives have tried to gnaw on glass bot­
tles. And, believe it or not, they’ve even 
been known to eat sticks of dynamite! I 
imagine that could bring on quite a case 
of indigestion.

The Cycle o f Life
Somehow, despite a questionable diet at 

times, we manage to survive. I ’m likely to 
live six to ten years. In captivity, crested 
porcupines have lived twenty years or so. 
And we rambling pincushions have been 
around a long time. In fact, we were men­
tioned in the oldest book on earth, the 
Bible. It foretold that porcupines would 
take possession of desolated Babylon, 
Edom and Nineveh. Sure enough! One ex­
plorer of Babylon’s ruins found “ quantities 
of porcupine quills” there.—Isa. 14:23; 34: 
11; Zeph. 2:14.

We’re not particularly prolific. As far 
as New World porcupines are concerned, 
our females usually have one baby a year, 
in the springtime. Old World crested por­
cupines have two or three. And, believe 
it or not, our little ones are born with 
quills! Sound awful? Well, those spines are 
soft at first. In the case of crested porcu­
pines, they harden within ten days.

When Junior comes along in the New 
World porcupine household, often he is 
eleven inches long. That’s bigger than a 
newborn black bear. Imagine a thirty-inch 
female porcupine having a bristling baby 
that large! Proportionately for our size, 
we produce the biggest offspring of all the 
mammals. Why, if human babies were
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comparatively as large, at birth they would 
weigh about eighty pounds!

My Peaceful Ways
Some people think that porcupines are 

aggressive, warlike or pugnacious, always 
looking for a fight. That’s not true, though. 
Just watch me. I amble along so peace­
ably, usually talking to myself in squeaks 
and grunts, sniffing as I go. Speaking of 
sniffing, I have a very sensitive nose. As 
formidable as our armor is, we have been 
killed by being struck on this tender part 
of our anatomy.

When I’m not sauntering along at a lei­
surely pace, you may find me up in a tree, 
resting from any exertions. There I am, 
a picture of placidity. Now, who would 
ever think of me as a dangerous warrior? 
Of course, all of a sudden, I may let out 
a scream. In fact, I may just sit there 
and wail away for an hour. You humans 
haven’t figured out why I do this, and I 
think I’ll just keep quiet and leave this a 
mystery for now.

Ready for the Fray
On the other hand, if I’m down there 

on the ground and a wildcat or some oth­
er attacker closes in on me, I’m quite pre­
pared to be a match for him. I’ll tuck my 
head and that delicate nose under a log. 
Then, by taking a firm position with my 
feet close together, I’ll make sure my un­
derside is protected. Next, I’ll rattle the 
quills of my tail. That’s a warning, and 
it sounds a lot like the danger signal given 
by a rattlesnake.

By now my quills have been raised and 
I look twice as big as I really am. It’s time 
for my tail really to go into gear, furiously 
swinging back and forth. At that point, 
look out!

If my assailant is foolish enough to per­
sist, I may take my nose out of hiding and 
tuck it under me the best I can. Then, as

my tail swings with a vengeance, I will 
back up, right into the fray. I know that 
you can’t call this a frontal attack, but it 
certainly is most effective. If the would- 
be molester has any sense at all, I’ll be giv­
en plenty of room until I get up a tree.

If a wildcat is stupid, it may take twenty 
of my spines to ward him off. However, 
I have plenty of those quills—some 30,000 
—and the ones lost in battle will be re­
placed in a few months. Some animals die 
because one of our sharp spines works its 
way in and punctures a vital organ. Once 
in a while, a quill will stick in an attacker’s 
jaw, sort of knitting it shut. Unable to 
eat, the unfortunate eventually starves to 
death. For that matter, germs on our quills 
can cause fatal infections.

Even mountain lions and bears have 
been killed by our quills. But no one has 
anything to fear if he keeps his distance. 
Marco Polo’s remarks notwithstanding, we 
don’t shoot our quills. Of course, if you 
alarm me and my tail starts swinging, it 
may strike something and loose spines 
may be thrown off. But relax, I don’t fire 
my quills at anyone from a distance.

Sometimes a fisher marten—an animal 
related to the weasel—manages to flip one 
of us over and sink his teeth into our un­
protected underside. Or that “monster” 
may burrow under the snow and strike 
us fatally from underneath. Generally, 
though, we come off the victors.

Once in a while, we North American 
porcupines end up on the dinner table. 
But most folks don’t think that we taste 
good enough or maybe they feel that it’s 
far too much trouble trying to get some 
meat from a barbed ambulating fortress.

Well, that’s my story. Maybe we’ll meet 
up again someday. If we do, why not ad­
mire me from a distance? You may call 
me a pincushion, but I’m not the normal 
sort. My “pins” are all pointing the wrong 
way as far as you’re concerned.

26 AW AKE! —  FEBRUARY 1976



Which Ten Commandments’ Do Yon Go By?

THE Ten Com m and­
ments have been highly 

praised, and righ tly  so. 
Well has it been said of 
them: “ These command­
ments . . .  in themselves 
appeal to us as com ing 
from a superhuman or di­
vine source . . . They easily 
stand at the head of our 
whole moral system, and 
no nation or people can 
long continue a happy ex­
istence in open violation of 
them . ” — B iblical Law, 
H. B. Clark.

Some have tended to lik­
en these Ten Command­
ments to the Code of Ham­
murabi, even claiming that 
they were derived from it, 
but nothing could be far­
ther from the facts. To be­
gin with, emphasis in the 
Ten Commandments is up­
on the obligation to Jeho­
vah God; the emphasis of 
the Code of Hammurabi 
and similar ancient pagan 
codes is on the obligation 
to man. In fact, the Code 
of Ham m urabi is not a 
“code” as defined by law­
yers today, for it merely 
applies general moral prin­
ciples to sp ecific  cases. 
Thus each of its rules be­

gins with the formula: ‘If a man does this then the 
following penalty applies.’

This is in striking contrast to the Ten Commandments, 
which are termed “apodictic” in that they are absolute, 
categorical, brief imperatives or prohibitions, complete 
in themselves, needing no explanation.

There is general agreement that there are just ten of 
these commandments that Jehovah gave through Moses 
to Israel, writing them upon tablets of stone. This is clear 
from the inspired account, which speaks of the Ten Com­
mandments, also known as the Decalogue, meaning “the 
Ten Words.” However, there are four ways in which they 
have been numbered.—Ex. 34:28; Deut. 4:13; 10:4.

The differences in these four ways of numbering relate 
only to the first, second and the last commandments. The 
numbering by Josephus and Philo, noted Jewish writers 
of the first century C.E., made the First Commandment 
the prohibition of worshiping other gods; the Second 
Commandment, the prohibition of making images and 
worshiping them and the Tenth Commandment the pro­
hibition of coveting per se, that is the coveting of any­
thing that one’s neighbor might have. This method of 
numbering gives due importance to the various things 
forbidden and is the method used by most Protestant 
churches as well as by the Christian witnesses of Jehovah.

Modern Jews follow the division given in the Talmud. 
It lists as the First Commandment what is actually the 
preamble, namely: “ I am Jehovah your God, who have 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slaves.” By what kind of logic or reasoning this pre­
amble is supposed to be a commandment is hard to de­
termine. Because of counting this as the First Command­
ment, the Talmudists were obliged to include both the 
command against worshiping other gods and the com­
mand against making images and worshiping them in the 
Second Commandment.

Roman Catholics count the command against worship­
ing other gods before Jehovah, and the command against 
making images and worshiping them, as the First Com­
mandment. Then they number the command against 
coveting the wife of one’s neighbor as a command sepa-
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rate from that against coveting other 
things a neighbor has. The basis for this 
is said to be the way Deuteronomy 5:21 
reads: “You shall not covet your neigh­
bour’s wife, you shall not set your heart 
on . . . anything that is his.”—The Jeru­
salem Bible.

Martin Luther followed the Roman 
Catholic method as to the First Com­
mandment. However, he counted the cov­
eting of the house of one’s neighbor as the 
Ninth Commandment and the coveting of 
the neighbor’s wife or anything else a 
neighbor has as the Tenth Commandment. 
He based this numbering on the way Ex­
odus 20:17 reads: “You shall not covet 
your neighbour’s house; you shall not cov­
et . .  . anything that belongs to him.” 
—New English Bible.

Thus we have four ways of numbering 
the Ten Commandments: The Talmudist, 
the Roman Catholic and the Lutheran, in 
addition to the one most widely accepted.

A footnote at Deuteronomy 5:21 of the 
1971 large-print edition of the New World 
Translation shows on what grounds the 
Roman Catholic scholar St. Augustine di­
vided the Tenth Commandment into two 
commandments. This was to make up for 
counting the command against worshiping 
other gods and against making images and 
worshiping them as one commandment. 
The apparent pretext for this was the fact 
that two different verbs are used. The Jews 
were forbidden to covet a neighbor’s wife, 
but were commanded not to "  your 
heart on his house,” and so forth. But this 
distinction appears only at Deuteronomy 
5:21; it does not appear at Exodus 20:17, 
which contains the words that Jehovah 
God himself wrote. This very fact, that 
the Tenth Commandment does not read 
exactly the same in the two accounts (the 
one putting the neighbor’s house first and 
separately and the other putting the neigh­
bor’s wife first and separately), would
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certainly seem to indicate that no distinc­
tion should be made between what should 
not be coveted.

Surely there is a far greater difference 
between the commandment forbidding the 
worshiping of any other god and the com­
mandment not to make any image or like­
ness and worshiping it, than there is be­
tween the commandments not to covet a 
neighbor’s house or his wife and not to 
covet whatever else a neighbor may have. 
The fact is that great harm has been done 
by counting the first two commandments 
as one. How so? In that the abbreviated 
versions usually found in Roman Catholic 
and Lutheran catechisms leave out entire­
ly the ban against making images and wor­
shiping them.

In support of this it is interesting to 
note what the New Catholic Encyclopedia 
(1967), Vol. 4, page 7, has to say: “The 
Christians who follow the tradition of Exo­
dus seek to maintain the tradition of ‘ten’ 
by splitting the two commandments—Ex 
20.3 and Ex 20.4-6—by what is considered 
as one commandment by the tradition of 
the [Roman Catholic Church], namely, 
Dt 5.7-10. Such a split is considered to 
represent the more original form of the 
Decalogue.. . .  This opinion, that Ex 20.4a 
was originally a separate commandment, 
seems to be a satisfactory solution, espe­
cially if it is maintained that it represents 
a prohibition against making idols of Yah- 
weh, since it would then conform to the 
nature of apodictic law by regulating a 
matter different from that of the first 
commandment.”—Compare Exodus 32:4, 
5; 1 Kings 12:28.

Clearly, the commands against worship­
ing other gods and the command against 
worshiping idols must be considered as 
two separate commandments in spite of 
what the Talmudists, the Roman Catholic 
and Lutheran theologians might say.
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‘Mentalizing the Christians’
#> The new Frelimo govern­
ment of Mozambique is trying 
to force all religions in the 
country to bow to its will 
completely. Some church lead­
ers apparently are doing this. 
Christianity Today reports that 
Presbyterian “administrator” 
Valente Matsinhe, also a Fre­
limo general secretary in his 
locality, recently called for 
financial assistance from the 
A ll A frica  Conference of 
Churches so that “we shall be 
able to mentalize the Chris­
tians toward their role in a 
socialist nation.”

In the same vein, the Pres­
byterian Church in Mozam­
bique wrote to the recent 
World Council of Churches 
assembly in Nairobi, Kenya, 
saying that “the major pre­
occupation of our church is 
the problem of adaptation to 
the new social structures of 
independent Mozambique.” The 
Presbyterians said that they 
hoped for the prayers “chiefly 
of those whose political system 
is similar to that chosen by 
the government of our coun­
try.”

These Do Not Compromise 
<§> “Frelimo, the freedom fight­
ers of yesterday, are well on 
the way to becoming a totali­
tarian regime” in Mozambique, 
reports The Guardian of Lon­
don, England. “People’s courts, 
complete with public exposure

and criticism of barefoot 
blacks and whites accused of 
deviating from the correct 
party line, are a new feature 
of Mozambique’s judicial sys­
tem. . . . The Jehovah W it­
nesses, who refuse to follow 
the party line, or join the 
party’s rituals and salutes . . . 
have many of their followers 
in prison or rehabilitation  
camps.” Additionally, the Lon­
don Sunday Times says that 
“life for the African Christians 
has become much worse than 
it ever was under the Portu­
guese, according to reports 
brought out by fleeing W it­
nesses— reports which are 
accepted by diplomatic ob­
servers.”

Premature Babies Need Love
#  For premature babies, the 
warmth of mother’s womb is 
usually replaced by the me­
chanical atmosphere of an in­
cubator. How do they fare? 
Texas psychologist Ruth Rice 
estimates that about half of 
them develop physical or men­
tal problems during their lives. 
But a study that she recently 
completed revealed dramatic 
improvements among incuba­
tor babies who were removed 
four times a day and “cuddled, 
loved and stimulated through 
touch.” At the end of the study, 
these babies not only were 
said to be “physically and 
mentally ahead of other pre­
mature infants, but also were

advanced in relation to aver­
age full-term 4-month-olds,” re­
ports the National Observer.

Taxing Problem
The Canadian federal taxa­

tion branch has issued a bulle­
tin warning criminals that 
they must file income-tax re­
turns to cover their extortion 
from victims, including bribes. 
A spokesman said that, theo­
retically, rules of confidentiali­
ty would require that such 
income, properly taxed, would 
not be reported to the police. 
“I suppose you could report it 
(the income) as a commission 
or whatever,” he said. “You 
don’t have to tell us it was 
extortion.”— Toronto Star.

Clergy as Spies?
<$> After the use of foreign 
clergy and missionaries as 
CIA informants was exposed 
in the National Catholic Re­
porter some months ago, it 
was widely denied. But when 
legislation to outlaw such ac­
tivity was introduced in the 
U.S. Congress, noting that it 
“prostitutes the church,” gov­
ernment reaction apparently 
backed up the truth of the 
c h a rg e s . W r o te  P resid e n t  
Ford’s chief counsel: “Clergy­
men throughout the world are 
often valuable sources of intel­
ligence, and many clergymen, 
motivated solely by patriotism, 
voluntarily and willingly aid 
the government in providing 
information of intelligence val­
ue.” CIA director William Col­
by agreed that the clergy “play 
a significant role” and that 
any prohibition would “im­
pose a handicap on this agency 
which would reduce its future 
effectiveness.”

Safer Heart Surgery
Canadian heart surgeon  

Ray Heimbecker told the re­
cent American Heart Associa­
tion at their annual meeting 
that open-heart surgery is 
safer when no bank blood is 
used. He said that for 145 pa­
tients who had “bloodless” 
open-heart operations at the
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London, Ontario, University 
Hospital, deaths dropped from  
a normal 11 percent to 3.8 per­
cent. He said that improved 
heart-lung machines made 
such surgery without addition­
al blood routine.

In Name Only
The recent Gallup poll of 

Americans found that they 
were “impressively religious” 
but that religion had little to 
do with their way of life. 
“Roughly three out of four 
among the public, for example, 
do not consciously connect re­
ligion with their judgments of 
right and wrong,” the Gallup 
poll reports. Thus today’s “re­
ligiousness” precisely fits the 
Bible’s forecast that in the 
“last days” many would be 
“having a form of godly de­
votion but proving false to its 
power.”— 2 Tim. 3:5.

Obeying Orders
<$> “I was only obeying orders” 
was, in effect, the defense of 
the Nazis who committed mass 
atrocities during World W ar II. 
Has mankind learned from  
this experience? Columnist 
Daniel Lynch writes in the 
Rocky Mountain Journal of an 
“unnerving experience” to the 
contrary. U.S. Senator Gary 
Hart invited him to join in in­
terviewing applicants for mili­
tary academies. His conclusion 
afterward: “The depressing
truth is that the overwhelming 
majority of these clean-cut, 
earnest and otherwise impres­
sive Americans proclaim them­
selves willing to shoot anybody 
or [telephone] tap anybody 
upon receipt of orders.”

Record of What?
<$> The prestigious U.S. Con­
gressional Record is not a true 
record of congressional pro­
ceedings, say congressm en  
who now want to reform it. 
Speeches never made in the 
Senate or House of Represen­
tatives, alterations of actual 
statements and irrelevant ma­
terial are in the Record now, 
they say. “On a typical day,
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the Record often includes such 
items as: a tribute to a local 
beauty queen, a eulogy for a 
constituent . . .  as well as ma­
terial on legislative questions,” 
says U.S. News & World Re­
port. Last year’s Record ran 
almost 43,000 pages, costing 
$278 a page.

Strange Accomplice 
<#► When a Brooklyn liquor 
store owner noticed in his 
apartment that the store’s si­
lent alarm had been triggered, 
he hurried over to check. There 
he collared a man leaving 
with a box of liquor. But how 
had the thief reached into the 
broken display window, when 
an iron grille covered it? The 
police solved the riddle. “There 
was this tail sticking out from  
under his coat,” said an offi­
cer. “When we ordered him to 
open it, a little monkey with a 
long wire tied around its neck 
popped out.” The furry seven- 
inch spider monkey, Lilly, had 
slipped through the grating 
and passed out the bottles. 
“Only 14 months old and al­
ready she has a police record,” 
observed the New York Daily 
News.

Methodist Madness
<$> San Francisco’s Glide Me­
morial Methodist Church pul­
sated with its usual “jazz, light 
shows, dance exhibitions, and 
soul singing and pop preach­
ing,” reports Christianity To­
day, on the tenth anniversary 
of A. Cecil Williams as pastor. 
Among the 20 speakers who 
paid him tribute was the found­
er of a union for working pros­
titutes that had convened at his 
church. A  retired rabbi on the 
Glide staff observes: “Cecil 
has never spoken Christian 
doctrine in the church in the 
three years I’ve been here. If 
this were a Christian church 
I wouldn’t be here. I don’t 
understand why the United 
Methodist Church tolerates 
Cecil here.” However, San 
Francisco’s Methodist bishop 
R. Marvin Stuart wrote com­

mending W illiam s: “Your min­
istry is, of course, central to 
Glide’s witness.”

Pipeline Problems
<§> The huge amount of money 
pouring into Alaska to build 
the 800-mile oil pipeline has 
attracted theft and fraud at a 
rate that “staggers the imagi­
nation,” according to a U.S. 
Justice Department memoran­
dum. Losses are estimated at 
up to $1 billion, with the pipe­
line only half completed. Many 
union workers making $1,000 
to $1,500 a week are reportedly 
engaged in widespread feather­
bedding and pilferage of ma­
terials. “ [The pipeline com­
pany] is like the government, 
see,” the wife of a pipeliner 
told a reporter. “They’re get­
ting rich off of us at the gas 
pumps, so it’s okay to steal 
from them.”

Welcome Musk-Oxen 
<§> The poverty-stricken Eski­
mo fishing village of Unalak- 
leet, Alaska, recently received 
a welcome boost— a herd of 
musk-oxen. The 49 animals (47 
pregnant) were flown into the 
little fishing village of 580 as 
part of the University of Alas­
ka ’s musk-ox domestication  
program. In windy, sub-zero 
weather, “the crates with oxen 
were lugged off the planes by 
an army of children,” said the 
program’s director. The bright 
and affectionate animals will 
provide work for herdsmen 
and for women who knit items 
of the oxen’s silky underwool, 
which is in great demand.

“TV or Daddy V*
<%> “Which do you like better, 
TV or Daddy?” Virginia psy­
chologist Jung Bay Ra has put 
that question to 4- to 6-year-old 
children in his community over 
the past two years. W ell over 
40 percent chose TV, and 20 
percent chose TV over their 
mothers. “TV is a formidable 
rival to a father in earning 
his child’s affection ,”  said
Dr. Ra.
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Is It Humility?
<§> Pope Paul V I suddenly 
knelt and kissed the foot of 
Orthodox Metropolitan Meliton 
after a Mass commemorating 
the tenth anniversary of the 
lifting of ancient Catholic- 
Orthodox mutual excommuni­
cations. The Seattle Post- 
Intelligencer marveled at the 
“Pope’s astounding show of 
humility.” And United Press 
International noted that “no 
Pontiff in the Roman Catholic 
Church’s 2,000-year history had 
so honored another man.” In 
striking contrast to what these 
prelates did, when someone 
prostrated himself before Pe­
ter, that apostle of Jesus Christ 
said, “Stand up, . . .  I am only 
a man after all!”— Acts 10: 
26, Catholic Jerusalem Bible.

Hong Kong Penology
<$> “Without any doubt, 99 per­
cent of the local people gen­
uinely believe that capital

punishment is the most effec­
tive deterrent to the Chinese 
against comm itting violent 
crime,” says Hong Kong Leg­
islative Counselor Dr. Chung 
Tse-yuen. However, of the 95 
persons sentenced to death 
since the last hanging there in 
1966, none have been executed, 
primarily due to British in­
fluence. Dr. Chung notes that 
imprisonment in Hong Kong is 
questionable as punishment, 
because the living standards 
in prisons often are superior 
to what inmates experience at 
home.

Birds Learn to Sing
<§> Do birds know how to sing 
instinctively? Some do and 
some do not, says Dr. Masa- 
kazu Konishi of the California 
Institute of Technology. He 
found that birds such as the 
chicken and the dove were 
able to make sounds peculiar 
to their species without ever

hearing them. Others, such as 
the meadowlark and the white- 
crowned sparrow, developed 
strange sounds when isolated. 
Yet if they were played a 
taped variation on their spe­
cies’ song, they learned that 
variation and sang it. Still 
other birds apparently needed 
to hear themselves sing so as 
to know whether they are fol­
lowing the pattern of the in­
stinctive song model already 
in their own brains. If deaf­
ened at birth, such birds de­
veloped abnormal sounds.

Out of a Job
<$> The U .N .’s International 
Labor Organization reports 
that, by late September 1975, 
world unemployment reached 
the highest level in 40 years. 
In 23 major Western countries, 
joblessness reached 17.1 mil­
lion, compared to about 25 mil­
lion during the Great Depres­
sion of the 1930’s.
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