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AUGUST 25, 1974, the Bulletin
the Atomic Scientists moved its

front-cover “doomsday clock” three min- X

utes closer to midnight. These scientists
thus signaled their fear that the threat of
nuclear holocaust recently grew by that
much, bringing the clock to nine minutes
before midnight.

However, those who are aware of the
clock’s history know that, since 1947 when
the atomic scientists started it ticking,
their clock has moved eight times, but in
both directions.

Many people believe that the course of
history is very similar to that “doomsday
clock.” They say that crises come and
crises go but somehow mankind always
muddles through. Their outlook is just
what a discerning prophet 1,900 years
ago said it would be: “Why, from the day
our forefathers fell asleep in death, all
things are continuing exactly as from
creation’s beginning.”—2 Pet. 3:4.

It is obvious, these persons agree, that
global economic and political systems are
currently under severe stress, but are not
the world’s best minds focusing on the
problems? The United Nations special ses-
sion on natural resources and recent world

TODAY'S ~
~ CRISES?

conferences on the sea, population and
food demonstrate unprecedented unity of
effort, do they not? And does not growing
detente between East and West brighten
the picture even more? “It’s really de-
tente,” says West German Chancellor Hel-
mut Schmidt. “It is a much less danger-
ous world . . . The menace has gone, at
least it has shrunk.”
Optimists are also sure
that, given enough time,
technology will figure out a
way to restore shrinking
food supplies, check swell-
ing populations and develop
new resources to meet grow-

THE PAST 2 PERCENT OF RECORDED HISTORY HAS SEEN

75 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION INCREASE

-6,000 Years ofRecorded History -
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ing energy demands. As one 3 &
publication promoting tech-
nology says: “Science and
technology must answer our 9 %5
problems. If they dont,
nothing else will.”
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Time, technology and diplomacy have
managed to keep mankind out of the ulti-
mate crisis before. Why should today’
crises be any different?

Understanding

the Difference

Atomic scien-
tists and world
leaders have for
years feared a
nuclear dooms-
day, and that
threat contin-
ues, especially in
view of the sud-
denly escalated
arms race. But
now something new has been added. What?

Secretary-General Waldheim told the
U.N. special session on natural resources:

“What is new is the sudden and dramatic

urgency of the present situation and the

acute acceleration of the historical process
which has brought us face to face with a
global emergency.” (ltalics added)

What does that mean? We can better
understand it if we compare the past six
thousand years of recorded history with
a span that is easier for our minds to
grasp. Think of this period as if it were
scaled down to thirty years in the life of
your own family, and note the “acceler-
ation” of problems.

Imagine that you start out with just
one child, an eight-room house and a
steadily growing income. Even on such
a reduced time scale, it would be twenty
years before your family would have a
second child to provide for! And not until
the twenty-ninth year would it grow again
—this time by two more children—to four.

But suddenly, in the thirtieth and last
year, your household and its needs mush-
room. During just the next eight months,
it quadruples—to sixteen—suddenly fill-
ing your eight-room house to capacity!
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Imagine your
consternation if
you were told
that the num-
ber in your
household
would dou-
ble again—to
thirty-two—
within just two
months! But
mere numbers
are not the
only problem

‘DEMANDS OF

that confronts
you.
Suddenly

spurting family
needs during the past eight months have
already used up your savings and driven
you into debt. Also, your home has just
reached capacity—at the very time that
family growth is really gaining momen-
tum. There is not the time or money to ex-
pand it. Everything must go into just keep-
ing up. Thus your household is at a turning
point. From now on, it is more and more
dependent on each member’s sharing what
he has.

But suppose five members of the house-
hold insist on having over two thirds of
the food and other provisions. The remain-
ing eleven, then, just have to divide up
what is left the best they can. Thus the
demands of a few stretch your home and
income to their limits even more quickly
than otherwise. Your problems are entire-
ly different from just a few months be-
fore.

Is the foregoing illustration just exag-
gerated fiction? Not according to a swell-
ing number of world leaders and scien-
tific experts.

Little more than 2 percent of recorded
history has suddenly witnessed about 75
percent of humanity’s increase in num-
bers. In fact, Waldheim asserts that about
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a fourth of the people who have ever lived
are alive today! Continued growth at even
the present rate would put one person on
every square foot of the earth—oceans
and all—in less than 700 years.

Thus numbers alone make a turning
point quickly inevitable. “Without doubt,”
says Scientific American magazine, “this
period of growth will be a transitory epi-
sode in the history of the population.”
(Italics added) But the problem right now
is not so much mere numbers as it is the
sudden rapidity with which they came
upon the world’s already shaky institu-
tions.

Suddenly exploding numbers have
brought exploding needs for food, clothing,
shelter and education. But for the first
time, the ability of science and technology
to keep pace with these demands is in
guestion: “Technology, long the hope of
believers in miracles,” declares The Wall
Street Journal’s chief European corre-
spondent, “is being overtaken so rapidly by
population growth that even the world’s
top scientists are throwing up their hands
in despair.”

But even more restricting to earth’s

D e nw

capacity than technology’s failures are the
artificial limits imposed by selfish and di-
visive economic, political and religious bar-
riers. As a result of these, for example,
less than a third of earth’s people are us-
ing about two thirds of its food and almost
all its energy and resources. The other
two thirds of humanity must divide up
(usually unequally) what little is left.

These pressures are converging on the
world at the very time in history when
earth’s capacity, under its present admin-
istration, is buffeting the limits. Is it any
wonder that formerly stable institutions
are staggering under the burden? This
“acute acceleration of the historical pro-
cess” has suddenly brought the world to
a turning point. Says Nobel-Prize-winning
Harvard professor George Wald:

“Human life is now threatened as never
before, not by one but by many perils, each
in itself capable of destroying us, but all
interrelated, and all coming upon us to-
gether.”

The “interrelated” nature of todays
perils is in itself convincing evidence that
they are truly different. Let us see how
these newly interrelated crises are affect-
ing the world.

c e

SHAKING THE WORLD

??nnHE ground on which we stand is
A shaking. The familiar landmarks
have gone,” complained West German
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government official Walter Scheel at the
U.N. special session. Formerly, individual
nations seemed able to manage their own
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problems. “But that is no longer the case,”
declared U.S. Secretary of State Kissinger
in a recent address to the U.N. General
Assembly.

A world that now operates at the very
limit of its capacity has resulted in new
and fragile balances among the nations.
Economic and political thrusts that used
to affect the world about as much as a
flea does an elephant now seem to strike
with the force of a lion on a mouse.

“If we do not get a recognition of our
interdependence,” warns Kissinger, “the
Western Civilization that we know is al-
most certain to disintegrate” as a result
of selfish nationalistic rivalries. “We are
delicately poised” between “joint progress
and common disaster,” he cautions.

Why? A few specifics will illustrate how
fundamental differences in the way our
world now functions serve to intensify
problems into seemingly insoluble crises.
Let us start with . . .

Resources

Suddenly quadrupled oil prices, more
than any other single thing, shook the
world into recognition of its newly pre-
carious condition. The London-based In-
ternational Institute for Strategic Studies
pronounced the price increases to be “the
greatest shock, the most potent sense of
a new era, of any event in recent years.”
The chain reaction in the industrial world’s
economic structure from this act alone
threatens to shatter it, as world leaders
have clearly said.

But oil is only one symptom of the
underlying difference in the world market
for natural resources. What was once a
“buyers’ market,” before the turning point,
has suddenly become a “sellers’ market”
in which suppliers of raw materials can
charge almost anything they wish.

Since much of these nations’ prosperity
has been built on having plenty of cheap
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raw materials from certain underdevel-
oped nations, this change alone threatens
their entire way of life. “The Europe we
have to build now is a Europe of penury
[extreme poverty],” sorrows French Pres-
ident Giscard d’Estaing.

Economics

Closely related to the resource crisis is
the economic one. The worst worldwide
inflation in history suddenly affects us
all. You feel the effects every time you
go shopping. Inflation among industrial
nations as a whole recently jumped to a
pace about four times that of the 1960%!
At the same time those nations have just
“gone through the most exceptional de-
celeration of [economic] growth ever ex-
perienced,” observes a recent report from
the international Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development.

The struggle just to keep pace with rap-
idly accelerating prices and demands has
suddenly thrust many nations deeply into
debt. “We banks are up to our limits for
financing Italy, France, Britain and oth-
ers,” warns former managing director of
the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
Pierre-Paul Schweitzer.

The U.S. economy is not immune. To-
tal U.S. public and private debt is now
over six times as much as it was at the
end of World War Il, “and the sharpest
gains have come since 1960,” notes Busi-
ness Week.

The world economy functions so differ-
ently now that most economists readily
admit that their much-vaunted formulas
for “fine-tuning” national economies are
suddenly obsolete. Thus Business Week
predicts that even if the world escapes
economic “disaster, . . . there is no way
it can escape change.” What kind of
“change”?

For the first time, many respected au-
thorities are predicting that collapsing
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“free world” economies will invite dicta-
torial or Communist solutions, and the
loss of personal freedoms.

Food

Also interrelated with exploding re-
source and economic problems is the food
crisis. “History records more acute [food]
shortages in individual countries,” says a
report prepared for the U.N.’s World Food
Conference, “but it is doubtful whether
such a critical food situation has ever
been so worldwide.” And U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) economist
Don Paarlberg asserts that “it is obvi-
ous that we are at some kind of hinge
point” for agriculture. Why now?

Different agricultural methods. Modern
farming depends on energy—for fertilizer,
tractors, water pumps, pesticides, trans-
portation, and so forth. A ton of fertilizer
can mean as much as ten tons of grain in
many areas. Sudden energy shortages and
skyrocketing prices have struck hardest
where these methods are needed most and
farmers can least afford them. Recent
massive crop losses in northern India, for
example, could have been reduced had
there been a steady supply of power for
irrigation pumps.

Different grain reserve level. Sudden
disappearance of formerly huge reserves
has already driven farm prices to several
times their former levels. Now the USDA’s
world grain forecast is for reductions in
world output that will “likely result in a
further lowering of world wheat stock lev-
els” in 1975. Many experts believe that
there is just not enough margin for error.
“For the first time in 50 years, there is
no one country in the world with sufficient
food to save the starving hordes,” should
drought strike, worries a U.S. cabinet of-
ficial. And there are at least two billion
more mouths to feed now, twice as many
as there were fifty years ago!

AWAKE! —FEBRUARY 8, 1975

Different weather prospects. Climatic
reverses have been a key cause of recently
declining food reserves. What hope is
there for a return to more agriculturally
favorable weather? “It must be remem-
bered that crop-production weather during
the 15 years or so preceding 1972 was the
best it’s been in the past century and a
half,” reminds weather expert Reid A.
Bryson. “The chances of its recurring are
about one in 10,000.”

After considering the foregoing, the
question arises: How can a world that has
had thousands of years to feed and care
for its population and failed—except for
a privileged few—ever hope to do so when,
according to its own estimates, it has only
thirty-five years to provide for double its
present number?

Even now authorities are considering
a chilling answer for the first time—na-
tional triage—the policy of giving aid first
to nations with the best chance for sur-
vival. Thus if a world famine should strike,
whole nations would be ‘cast adrift’ by
food suppliers in favor of those deemed
better able to survive. Many experts warn
that producing nations may face this harsh
moral decision within a year.

World Leaders React

These crises, together with unprece-
dented poverty, pollution and others, are
shaking most national leaders into rec-
ognition of the fact that they are facing
something different from what they did
just a few short years ago. Their reaction
itself is the most striking evidence of the
change. For the first time, national heads
are making unparalleled moves toward in-
ternational cooperation in a desperate at-
tempt to save themselves.

Emphasizing this point, U.S. President
Ford recently told the U.N. General As-
sembly that the “nations are forced to
choose between conflict and cooperation”
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and that now, “more than at any time in
the history of man, nations . . . must turn
to international cooperation” to manage
their resources.

But are these moves motivated by any
new love the nations have for one another?
No. It is only “the very seriousness of the
situation,” answers U.N. Secretary-General
Waldheim, that “may bring about those

HE world situation that we just re-
T viewed was forecast with startling ac-
curacy in the Bible. It predicted that in
a period of just one “generation” mankind
would see developments that would cause
“on the earth anguish of nations, not
knowing the way out” and that men would
“become faint out of fear and expectation
of the things coming upon the inhabited
earth.” (Luke 21:25, 26, 32; see also
Matthew 24:3-8.) In an effort to cope with
these new global challenges, the nations
confer increasing authority on the United
Nations.

Accurately foreseeing this development,
Bible prophecy reveals this international
organization to be “an eighth king” that
springs from the seven preceding “kings”
or world powers that successively dominat-
ed Bible history. (Rev. 17:10,11, Berkeley
Version;
mals or their “horns” to represent gov-
ernments. (Dan. 7:17, 23, 24; 8:20-22)
Thus this composite political power is
here represented by a “beast,” this one
having “seven heads,” to represent the
seven previous world-dominating “kings”

8

developments in international relations
which all appeals to reason and goodwill
have so far been unable to achieve.”
Admittedly, then, any unified action
among the nations is erected on a shaky
foundation of self-interest and self-
preservation, not genuine interest in one’s
fellowman and righteous principles. Will
efforts founded on such a basis succeed?

from which it has sprung. But it also has
“ten horns.” (Rev. 17:3, 7) What they
represent and what they do are very sig-
nificant.

The “ten horns,” continues the proph-
ecy, “are ten kings, who have not as yet
received a kingdom [in the prophet’s
time]; but for one hour they will receive
royal authority along with the beast.”
(Rev. 17:12, Berkeley; The propheti-
cally complete number of "ten kings” rep-
resents the totality of political govern-
ments today that are ruling for a short
time along with the U.N.

During this short period, like “one
hour” compared to past history, conditions

NW)The Bible often usewcand be such that, for the first

though disagreeing on almost everything
else, they would finally come to “have one
purpose; they give over power and au-
thority to the beast [the U.N.]” in a hu-
man scheme for establishing global peace
and security.—Rev. 17:13, Berkeley; NW.
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Recognizing that they face crises dif-
ferent from any that have gone before,
the nations finally band together in an
all-out attempt to save their national sov-
ereignties. They desperately hope that
such united action will rescue the crum-
bling “civilization” upon which those sov-
ereignties are founded. Admits Secretary
Kissinger:

“As a historian, you have to be conscious
of the fact that every civilization that has
ever existed has ultimately collapsed. . . .
one has to live with a sense of the inevita-
bility of tragedy. As a statesman, one has to
act on the assumption that problems must
be solved.”

Will they? Bible prophecy does indicate
that the nations will apply a temporary,
superficial patch to their decaying “civili-
zation,” just sufficient to provoke the cry
“Peace and security!” But at that point,
says the Bible, “sudden destruction is to
be instantly upon them just as the pang
of distress upon a pregnant woman.”
(1 Thess. 5:3) Why? For two reasons:

First, nothing fundamental has really
changed. Can any number of agreements
among nations restore human society’s
foundations that are already rotted through
with greed, crime, violence, immorality,
family breakdown, racial and religious
hatreds? The situation is much like what
the famed Norwegian explorer Thor Hey-
erdahl said about the recent U.N. Confer-
ence on the Law of the Sea:

“l have the feeling that the delegates .. .
are discussing how to divide and make the
best use of an apple which is on the way to
rot, and they leave it rotting while they try
to find a way to divide it.”

Second, in giving over their “power and
authority to the beast [the U.N.]” in an
abortive attempt to save their own earth-
ly sovereignties, the nations are rejecting
God’s way to bring true peace and securi-
ty. They are spurning His promised king-
dom, founded on lasting, righteous prin-
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ciples. (Dan. 2:44; 7:13, 14; Matt. 6:10)
That is why, after the “ten kings” give
“power and authority” to the U.N., the
prophecy says: “They will war against the
Lamb [the Kingdom ruler, Jesus Christ],
and the Lamb will conquer them.”—Rev.
17:14, Berkeley; NW.

Thus the stage is set. Those who believe
that human diplomatic and technological
efforts will solve the multiplying crises
of the world are due for a rude awakening.
“They willfully ignore the fact that long
ago,” warns the Bible, “the then existing
world was destroyed” in Noah’s day by
forces at God’s command. Today’s crises
provide abundant proof that “the heavens
and earth are by the same word stored
up for . .. the destruction of godless peo-
ple.”—2 Pet. 3:3-7, Berkeley.

If the escalating differences so obvious
in today’s crises do not convince such per-
sons, then they will soon be shaken awake
to what is happening. Their short-lived cry
of “Peace and security!” will be suddenly
interrupted by a “great tribulation such
as has not occurred since the world’s be-
ginning until now, no, nor will occur
again.” (1 Thess. 5:2, 3; Matt. 24:21)
That is certainly not the time for us to
face up to the fact that today’s crises are
different.

Rather, those who appreciatively accept
this fact as proof of the nearness of God’s
promised righteous Kingdom rule are in
a position to act wisely now. Since the
present world system is going to be de-
stroyed, the Bible urges, “what sort of
persons ought you to be in holy acts of
conduct and deeds of godly devotion,
awaiting and keeping close in mind the
presence of the day of Jehovah.” That
“day” will be followed by God’s foretold
“new heavens and a new earth” in which
“righteousness is to dwell.” What a worth-
while reward for those willing to learn
the meaning behind today’s different cri-
ses and act accordingly!—2 Pet. 3:11-13.
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C>™TVHE year 1967 was a historic mile-

1 stone for the United States toy in-
dustry,” writes John Godwin in Occult
America. “In that year Americans ditched
their longest-standing favorite among
board games, Monopoly, and elevated Oui-
ja boards to its place.”

During the following six years Ameri-
cans purchased some ten million Ouija
boards, which, in turn, lured an estimated
twenty million persons to try them out.
They are also popular in other countries.

What is the Ouija board? Why does it
attract so many people? If you were to use
it, how could the Ouija board affect you?

What Isthe Ouija Board?

The Ouija board, about two feet long,
a foot and a half wide and a quarter of
an inch thick, contains on its surface the
letters of the alphabet in two arcs, one
under the other. Below these in a straight
line from left to right are the numbers
1 to 9 and 0. Underneath the numerals is
the phrase “Good Bye.” In the top left
corner is the word “Yes,” and in the top
right corner “No.”

Upon the polished surface of this board
rests a small heart-shaped indicator mount-
ed on three felt-tipped pegs with a trans-
parent disk toward its pointed end. Usually
two persons place their hands lightly on
the indicator and ask questions of the
board. In many cases the indicator moves
from letter to letter spelling out words
and sentences in answer to the questions.
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Sometimes the answers are amazingly ac-
curate, even foretelling events that actual-
ly take place.

A Result of the "Subco

What makes the indicator on a Ouija
board scurry back and forth spelling out
messages? Is it due to the *“subconscious”
of the person (or persons) working the
board, as some have suggested?

Evidence indicates otherwise, for infor-
mation received through the Ouija board
often is not and could not be known or
produced by the person operating it. Rus-
sell Chandler, religion writer for the Los
Angeles Times, explains: “A reporter tried
unsuccessfully to get any of three physi-
cists queried at Caltech in Pasadena to
offer a scientific explanation for Ouija
power.”

What Makes It Work?

The Bible, however, sheds light on what
makes the mysterious Ouija board work.
How so?

As a way of probing into the unknown,
the Ouija board is a form of divination.
The Bible, at 1 Samuel 15:23, places divi-
nation parallel with the use of “uncanny
power.” Many who use the Ouija board
attest to acquiring “psychic” ability, a tru-
ly uncanny, mysterious power that enables
them to know things about other persons
and events without using normal means
of communication. What could be behind
that power?

AWAKE! —FEBRUARY 8, 1975



The Bible book of Acts of the Apostles
pinpoints the source of a certain servant
girl’s ability to predict the future as being
“a spirit, a demon of divination.” When
the apostle Paul ordered the spirit to
“come out of her,” she lost her power of
prediction. (Acts 16:16-19) Could the Oui-
ja board, too, involve wicked spirits, or
demons?* Consider some effects of its use.

“Some researchers warn,” observes
Russell Chandler, “that the game can lure
the susceptible into the weird world of
spirit communication—even demonic pos-
session.” Harold Sherman, president of the
ESP Research Associates Foundation in
Little Rock, Arkansas, observes: “The ma-
jority who have become involved with pos-
sessive and other spirit entities came by
this experience through the Ouija board.”

Writer Alan Vaughan, who never had a
psychic experience until the age of twenty-
eight and had been skeptical about such
things, relates what happened to him:

“It began on November 7, 1965, when I
was trying out a newly purchased Ouija
board to amuse a friend convalescing from
an operation. . . . ‘Spirits’ began to appear
on the board. One, who called himself %’
answered our questions accurately and with
a peculiarly old-fashioned vocabulary.

“Later, |1 began to experiment alone with
the Ouija and soon found myself ‘possessed’
by a rather neurotic personality who called
herself ‘Nada.” . . . But then, both to my
fascination and fear, ‘Nada’ got inside my
head. | could hear her voice repeating the
same phrases over and over again. ... |
took my OQuija to visit a friend to investigate
further what was happening. | felt the pres-
ence of Z’ and across the room my friend
announced that the pointer was starting to
move. It went to ‘Z’ and then spelled out a
message: ‘Awful consequences—possession.’
At that point | became alarmed, for it had
not occurred to me that having a strange
voice in one’s head was tantamount to pos-
session.”

A Pennsylvania woman tells of an ex-

* See The Truth That Leads to Eternal Life, chapter
7, “Are There Wicked Spirits?”
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perience in her family as a result of using
a Ouija board:

“It told us many lies but it also told us
many things which were true. . .. Then one
night when we were all in bed, my mother
was having her usual bedtime snack before
turning in. All of a sudden we heard a
crash, a yell and a cat hissing and spitting
and running like mad around the kitchen.
When we got up to see what was wrong, we
found my mother on the floor, tea spilled
all over her and the cat half out of its mind.

“Immediately we got out the Ouija board
... We asked, ‘What happened?’ Answer: ‘I
broke your mother’s chair and | scared the
cat.” ‘Why?’ ‘For fun.” ‘Who are you?’ Then
this thing slowly spelled out ‘D-e-v-i-1” . . .

“It also (previously) made many indecent
proposals to my sister, spelled out filthy
words, and scared her half to death!”

“Psychological Russian Roulette”

Some object that most people do not
have such unusual experiences with the
Ouija board. But should that make any
difference? Should you explore some-
thing that both the Bible and real-life ex-
periences show can be related to “wicked
spirit forces”? (Eph. 6:12) Surely the
Scriptures are reasonable when asking:
“Can a man rake together fire into his
bosom and yet his very garments not be
burned?”—~Prov. 6:27.

Many indeed have been “burned,” ad-
versely affected, by experimenting with
the Ouija board or in other ways trying
to develop psychic powers. Says Dr. Har-
mon H. Bro, social scientist and specialist
in psychology: “Psychic development is
like playing psychological Russian rou-
lette—like being hypnotized by a stranger
of unknown training and intent.”

The connection of the Ouija board with
divination, spiritism and “uncanny power,”
all of which God disapproves, along with
the frightening experiences that many
have had, makes it plain that experiment-
ing with the Ouija board could have only
a detrimental effect on you.—Deut. 18:
10-12.
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OU may call them marshes, swamps
Y or bogs. They are areas that are per-
manently moist or wet, often being com-
pletely covered by fresh or salt water.
There are thousands of square miles of
such coastal wetlands in the United
States alone.

Are these wetlands worth preserving?
This is a question now argued heatedly by
citizens in many communities. Why so?
Because this land is desired for many uses.

As communities grow, more space is
needed for housing, for waste disposal, air-
ports, power plants, recreational facilities,
and so forth. Wetlands commonly are tak-
en over for these purposes. But now there
are voices that say these wetlands should
be preserved. So tempers flare, and legal
battles rage.

The Fight That Goes On
“You call it wetland,” declared a retired
New Jersey citizen. “I call it a wasteland.”

12

The land under dispute is a 186-
acre sea-grass and sand-swamp
tract on the Jersey Shore. Envi-
ronmental experts say it is an
essential part of the 1,000 acres
of wetlands on Raritan Bay. Here
the Jersey Central Power and
Light Company desires to build a
plant. And many citizens want
them to.

“We need electric power and we
need jobs and we need tax returns
that can help us save and restore
our town,” explained a chemical-
plant worker.

Another resident added: *“We
reached the good life and now
they say ‘cut down’ and they tell
us to ‘cut back’ to save the birds
and the fish. We are concerned
with our families ... it is not
only a power plant, it is our
lives.”

In another instance early last year, the
American Dredging Company of Philadel-
phia was told that it could not dump dredge
spoils on its own 149 acres of tidal marsh
in Gloucester County. The company chal-
lenged the constitutionality of the New
Jersey wetlands law and its implementa-
tion.

On September 1, 1973, a New York
State Tidal Wetlands Act went into effect
to preserve that state’s remaining tidal
marshes. Almost immediately legal battles
began. “FIRST CASE FILED ON WET-
LANDS LAW?” proclaimed a front-page
New York Times heading on November

15, 1973. A few days later, further chal-
lenges of the law by builders were an-
nounced.

And so the fight goes on. It rages in
community after community along the
eastern coast of the United States. On one
hand, there are those who claim that wet-
lands are vital in many ways. But, on the
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other hand, there are those who view
these areas as “wastelands,” and say that
they should properly be used for industrial
and community expansion.

The fight is a relatively new one, for
only recently have many of the laws pro-
tecting wetlands been enacted. In the past,
little if any thought was given to preserv-
ing these areas.

Diminishing Wetlands

Much of New York city was formerly
wetlands. However, by 1900 the once-
extensive Manhattan marshes were prac-
tically filled in and built over. In 1900
there were still some 42.5 square miles of
marshes in other boroughs of the city, but
now only about 6 square miles remain.
The filling in and building over of wetlands
has also occurred extensively around oth-
er metropolitan areas.

From 1954 to 1965 some 45,000 acres
of salt marsh were destroyed along the
Atlantic coast from Maine to Delaware.
New York’ Long Island lost nearly 30
percent of its marshes during this period.
Thousands of acres of marshes in New
Jersey, Delaware and Maryland have dis-
appeared. It is said that in the last thirty-
five years a quarter of the nation’s marsh-
es have been destroyed by pollution, landfill
or dredging!

But is this really so bad? Is not much
of this land being put to better use now?
For example, are not New York’s La-
Guardia and Kennedy airports, the huge
Co-op City in East Bronx and beautiful
Shea Stadium of much greater value than
the marshes that once existed in these
places? Why have laws been passed to
preserve wetlands?

More than Meets the Eye
Tidal marshes understandably appear to
be wastelands to many persons. The flat
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expanses of coarse grasses seem unvaried
and monotonous. Yet these marshes, bonds
between sea and land, provide valuable
services.

For example, marshes protect the land
so that waves do not eat away shores and
their human settlements. When they are
destroyed, an environmental irony com-
monly results. Thus, sifter the marshes of
southern Brooklyn and Queens in New
York city had been filled in, the Army
Corps of Engineers proposed construction
of a $55.5-million hurricane barrier at the
mouth of Jamaica Bay!

Also, marshes support many forms of
wildlife that bring people pleasure. In the
remaining salt marshes of New York’s
Jamaica Bay, fishermen may still be seen,
with skyscrapers in the distance, angling
for flounder, striped bass and snapper.
Digging for clams is another enjoyable
pastime in tidal marshes. Or there is the
thrill of seeing thousands of Canadian
geese feeding on marsh ponds or filling the
sky in great flights over Chesapeake Bay.
When marshes are destroyed, ducks and
herons and other birds and animals must
leave an area or die.

Persons unacquainted with marshes
may not know of these benefits. And yet,
even when they learn of them, they may
still argue that a marsh should be put to
more profitable use. The tax revenue en-
joyed when a marsh is developed into new
housing or an industrial complex, they may
claim, is of greater value to a community.

But is this really so? An understanding
of marshes, and of recent world develop-
ments, is necessary in order to answer that
question properly.

Appreciation for Value Grows
There is an admitted tendency to un-

dervalue certain land—for example, a fer-
tile wheat or com field. This land may not
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appear very valuable. In fact, an acre of
it may sell for only a fraction of what city
property costs. But when you are hungry,
what is more valuable—the farmland that
produces food, or the land upon which
there is a new home, a factory or some
other building?

The answer, of course, is obvious. “But,”
you may ask, “what has this to do with
a tidal marsh?” A great deal. For it has
been discovered that these marshes actual-
ly yield more food than do even the best
wheat or corn fields! The book Life and
Death of the Salt Marsh, by John and
Mildred Teal, observes:

“The salt marsh produces nearly ten tons
of organic matter on every acre in a year.
By comparison, an average yield of wheat
is about one and one half tons per acre
per year, including stems and leaves. The
best hay lands in this country produce
about four tons per acre per year and the
best wheat yields in the world exist in
northern Europe where, with great effort,
the farmers are able to coax seven tons
per acre per year from the land.”

Marshlands are indeed tremendous food
producers! But someone may be quick to
point out that humans cannot live on
marshland grasses, the principal ones of
which in the eastern United States are
the cordgrasses Spartina alterniflora and
Spartina patens. This may be true. And
yet, just as we eat the beef, lamb or pork
raised on farmland grasses, so we can eat
the animals that live on marsh vegetation.

Most marsh animals depend for nour-
ishment on the tall coarse-leaved Spartina
alterniflora. Some animals feed directly on
this grass, but many more eat the prod-
ucts of its decay. The grass dies and breaks
down into minute organic particles that
fill the waters in the surrounding estuary
with rich nutrients for marine life.

This nourishment can be utilized to pro-

14

duce fantastic yields of food. Parts of
marshes and associated estuaries can be
used for aquiculture (water farming). The
raising of water animals is done in some
Far Eastern lands, where over 1,000 pounds
of shrimp and 2,000 pounds of fish are pro-
duced on each acre of marsh pond every
year. And, amazingly, yields of up to 50,-
000 pounds of oyster meat per acre have
been obtained in Japan’s Hiroshima Bay!

Aquiculture could also serve as an ad-
ditional food source in the United States,
that is, if the marshlands are preserved.
But even when aquiculture is not prac-
ticed, some marshes along the Atlantic
coast yield more food per acre in shell-
fish than the best cattle-raising land. For
instance, the Niantic River estuary yields
about 300 pounds of scallops per acre per
year. And in one Massachusetts marsh,
more than $300,000 worth of clams are
harvested in a year.

But is food really so valuable that the
rich food-producing marshes should be
preserved? Well, how do you react when
you hear that tens of thousands of peo-
ple in the world have starved in recent
months? And what do you think when
you read such reports as that in the Ithaca
Journal of March 22, 1974, which said:
“Normally restrained experts on energy,
agriculture, population, and the global
economy are starting to predict bankrupt-
cy, social breakdown, and starvation for
as many as one billion people by late this
year or early 1975”? Even the United
States is threatened by this world food
shortage.

In view of this, should men be destroy-
ing some of the best food-producing land
on earth? Many people do not think so.
And what has helped to influence their
thinking has been a better understanding
of the effect of the marshes upon ocean
fish.
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Farmlands and Nurseries

Marshes do not provide food simply for
the animals living in the immediate area,
but for fish in the coastal waters of the
ocean as well. It is from these waters that
80 to 90 percent of the fish caught for
world markets is estimated to come. And
the food upon which most of these fish
along the Atlantic coast depend for sur-
vival comes from the marshes—which are,
in effect, farmlands for the fishes of the
ocean.

Furthermore, many of these ocean fish
are spawned in the protection of the marsh-
es, or spend much of their early life there
gaining strength and size. It is estimated
that about two thirds of the commercial
catch of fish on the East Coast of the
United States live part of their lives in
marsh estuaries. What happens, then,
when the marshes are destroyed?

Consider New York city, for example.
It once had a profitable fishing industry.
But since most of its marshes have been
destroyed and the waters polluted, its fish-
ing industry is no more. This seems to be
a trend. In fact, it is said that between
1955 and 1965, the haul of estuarine-
dependent fish caught off the East and
Gulf Coasts of the United States dropped
by more than 100 million pounds!

Scientists are disturbed by such trends.
John Gottschalk, as director of the U.S.
Interior Department’s Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife, was emphatic:
“There’s no doubt in my mind that the
loss of wetlands is altering the ecology of
the continental shelf.” “It is no longer
a luxury item to save our estuaries,” de-
clares Dr. Eugene P. Odum, as director of
the University of Georgia’s Institute of
Ecology. “It is a scientific necessity.”

In the March 1974 issue of National
Parks & Conservation Magazine, naturalist
John Hay wrote: “If we are to think of
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the marsh ‘realistically,” we must under-
stand that the land is more productive as
the cradle of the sea than as housing de-
velopments. Without the tidal marsh, salt-
water fish would not be spawned to grow
up and go to sea and bring money to
fishermen who catch them. Commercial
fishing fleets along the Atlantic Coast are
not doing very well these days, but they
still net some $75,000,000 worth of fish
that were nurtured in the coastal marshes
and estuaries. Both the saltwater sports
industry, which has an enormous cash in-
come, and the shellfish industry are de-
pendent on the nursery of coastal wet-
lands.”

Laws That Make Sense

Some people look to benefit financially
by filling in and using marshes for other
purposes. But as more knowledge regard-
ing the value of marshes has been gained,
laws have been passed to protect these
areas. But still, people in community after
community are fighting these laws, seek-
ing to destroy the wetlands. The New York
Times of February 21, 1974, had an in-
teresting editorial on this matter, which
concluded:

“So laws are passed to protect the wet-
lands for the ‘interest of the public wel-
fare.” And those laws are often challenged
by developers for their own economic
gain. Why does anyone try to get away
with such action? Why? Because most peo-
ple have no knowledge of why nature cre-
ated swamps and marshes nor of their
immeasurable value to man.”

So often, humans act without knowledge
of the marvelous way in which the earth
is designed, with its many wonderful in-
terdependent operations. Surely we are
wise to learn as much as we can about this
grand home of ours, and endeavor to care
for it as our Creator purposed.
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ALCOROL

ID you know that about

fourteen of every one hun-
dred male high school seniors in
the United States get drunk
once a week? Approximately 23
percent of all high school stu-
dents drink to intoxication at
least four times a year. This is
what is indicated by the Second
Special Report on “Alcohol and
Health,” recently submitted to
Congress by the National Insti-
tute on Alcohol Abuse and Alco-
holism.

The Institute’s director, Dr.
Morris E. Chafetz, has reported
that young persons are turning
to alcohol with “near universal
use” and a “high rate of misuse
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and abuse.” According to Don
Phelps, the Institute’s director
of prevention, 50 percent of the
18- to 21-year-olds surveyed ad-
mitted using alcohol in connec-
tion with automobiles. And he
stated, “More and more are turn-
ing on to drugs and alcohol at
the same time. . . . Then they
overdose on two types of drugs
instead of one.”

Alcohol abuse has been called
the ‘Number one drug problem’
in the United States. It also im-
perils youths in other lands.
France long has had a serious
problem of alcoholism among
children.

When youngsters who have
been drinking alcoholic bever-
ages get in the driver’s seat,
dangers increase measurably.

For instance, a sociologist found that in London,
Ontario, Canada, auto crashes involving eighteen-
and nineteen-year-old males who had been using
alcohol more than tripled after the legal drinking
age was lowered to eighteen in 1971.

Many of England’s teen-agers are making the
switch from narcotics to alcohol. Why? Because
they cannot pay the extremely high prices that
drug pushers demand. Marcus Grant, director of
London’s Alcohol Education Centre, says: “By the
time they are 18 and are legally able to enter a
British pub, many are on their way to becoming
full-fledged alcoholics.”

Do not think, however, that alcohol abuse among
young persons imperils only teen-agers. Far from it!
Severe alcoholism has been found in children nine
to twelve years old. Take the example of one girl
now nineteen years of age. She began drinking at
eleven. “I drank on the way to school and kept it
[liquor] in a baby bottle so I could sip it all day
long,” she admits. In the United States there are
an estimated 450,000 teen-age and child alcoholics.

In a school cafeteria, students may add a dash of
Scotch or gin to their milk. Some youngsters skip
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school sessions to drink stolen alcoholic
beverages, or those that older persons buy
for them. Other students drink during re-
cess, at sports events and during after-
school parties. Concerning a party held by
a group of college students at the end of
the semester, one adviser declared: “I
never saw anything like this year. They
were drinking like there was no tomorrow.”

WhatDifference Does It Make?

Some young persons may feel that it
makes no difference that they drink alco-
holic beverages. In fact, many parents do
not seem to mind. According to Don
Samuels, a drug-education coordinator:
“Often when we report to a parent that
his kid isnt acting the way he should and
smells of liquor the reaction is: ‘Thank
God! | thought he was on drugs.”” Yet
Dr. Morris E. Chafetz has called alcohol
“the most devastating drug—the one most
widely misused of all.” Is it really that
bad?

“Even slight amounts of alcohol in the
bloodstream tend to affect the nervous sys-
tem as a depressant, and concentrations of
0.4 per cent (four-tenths of one per cent)
and up will cause coma and death,” wrote
Michael P. Acker, M.A. (in The Wets and
The Drys, Drinking—What Are The
Risks?). Among other things, he stated:

“In moderate amounts and in low con-
centrations, alcohol increases the desire
for food, stimulates the flow of digestive
juices, and promotes digestion. Large
amounts of alcohol in high concentrations
may lead to digestive disturbances. If in-
toxication is reached, digestion may be
stopped and vomiting may occur. . . .

“Small amounts of alcohol in the blood
also mildly affect vision, judgment, delib-
eration, and muscle control. Large amounts
seriously impair and even block these sen-
sory and mental faculties. When judgment
and discrimination are impaired, the drink-
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ing individual may act with a kind of free-
dom, which gives the impression that he
is stimulated. Actually the higher centers
of the brain are depressed rather than
stimulated. The alcoholic ‘high’ results
from the elated feeling caused by reduced
inhibitions and impaired judgment.”

Interestingly, the Bible says: “Wine is
a ridiculer, intoxicating liquor is boister-
ous, and everyone going astray by it is
not wise.” (Prov. 20:1) This does not
mean that it is a “ridiculer” in itself, but
partaken of to intoxication, wine has ef-
fects that are not beneficial. It twists the
brain functions of the intemperate drink-
er, making him appear ridiculous.

Sensible youths do not view alcohol
abuse lightly, shrug their shoulders and
remark, “What difference does it make?”
The physical and mental perils linked
with overindulgence are common knowl-
edge.

Even those who drink to excess may
realize that the situation can become peril-
ous. A youth in Los Angeles, California,
admitted: “I started boozing when | was
9. ... I quit when I was 15. Why? | was
dying.” He continues:

“I’d been drunk most of the time for
years. The last eight months before |
sought help | stayed in my darkened room
except to get alcohol. | didnt eat for weeks
toward the end; just stared at the TV and
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drank until 1 passed out. My mother
brought me food. I let it lie on the floor.
I could hear cockroaches scrambling for it.
I was weak.

“Then one day | knew | had a choice:
Try to stop drinking, go insane, or die.”

Coping with the Causes

Why do so many young persons find
themselves imperiled by alcohol abuse?
There are many reasons. Note some major
contributing factors and what might be
done about them.

In many places drinking alcoholic bev-
erages has become fashionable. Youths
see adults drinking at home, in restau-
rants and elsewhere. Perhaps you are a
parent with very young children. It may
be time to think seriously about the use
of alcohol in your home. Your children
are likely to follow your example. Is it a
good one? In some places, of course, the
law bars even parents from giving alco-
holic beverages to their minor children.

Are you a young person? Well, possibly
other youngsters will tease or ridicule you
if you do not join them in drinking al-
coholic beverages. They may say that you
are not mature, a strong person, if you
cannot hold plenty of beer, wine or liquor.
But think about that. Which course really
is easier? To drink with the crowd, or to
say No? Who is stronger? The young per-
son whose courage crumbles, or the one
having enough good sense to refuse? The
answer is obvious, is it not?

The fact is that abusers of alcohol are
not displaying maturity. “The alcoholic

is retreating from the adult world into in-
fancy, physically and psychologically,” ac-
cording to Dr. Giorgio Lolli, who added:
“His mental perceptions and bodily sensa-
tions become indistinguishable. Like the
infant, he becomes helpless and requires
a baby’s care.”

Why do fellow youths want to get you
drunk anyway? They may hope to make
sport of you when you say foolish things,
stumble and fall or lose control of your-
self otherwise. Then they may laugh and
treat you cruelly. Is that what you want?

If you overindulged, you might become
so ill that you would vomit. Do you think
the other youngsters would help you? Or
would they abandon you because of your
condition? Not a pleasant thought, is it?
Well, is this what you desire?

Suppose you are a young girl and other
youths get you drunk. Upon recovering,
likely you will feel disgraced. But what if
their motives were grossly immoral? With
inhibitions removed, perhaps even in help-
lessness, you might engage in improper
sexual conduct that could ruin your life.
Do you want that to happen?

It is wise to consider the possible con-
sequences. As a parent, why not find out
whether your children are experiencing
alcohol-related pressures or problems?
Kindly speak to them about such matters.
If a change is necessary in their associ-
ations, require that some adjustments be
made. And, youngsters, talk frankly with
your parents or guardians about these
things. Act to escape the perils of alcohol
abuse.

The High Cost of Alcoholism

e Alcoholism and related problems are costing the United
States a fabulous sum. According to a recent report, the cost
is more than $25 billion a year. This vast sum is five times
the amount of money needed to provide food for all in the
country who are afflicted with hunger. Also, it would be

enough to build about 1,750,000 low-cost houses.

alcoholism is expensive.
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YOGURT

ogurt is riding
high on a crest of -
popularity these m >

days, at least in Europe
and in the United

States. Americans an-
nually spend well over
one hundred million dol-
lars on this milk prod-
uct, eating more than
200,000,000 pounds of it
each year.

While the use of yogurt in these lands seems
to have caught on since World War 11, the use
of yogurt may well go back to early Bible
times. At least so we are told by the McKibbins
in their publication Twelve Foods from the
Bible. One particular instance is about the
Kenite woman Jael, who gave Captain Sisera
“curdled milk,” the curdled milk quite likely
being yogurt.—Judg. 5:25.

What accounts for the popularity of yogurt?
It has a pleasant taste, is slightly tart when
eaten plain and not too sweet or filling when
flavored or prepared with fruit preserves. There
is a wholesomeness about its custardlike body
or texture. As the commercial product is usual-
ly made with skimmed milk, it is especially low
in calories—another reason for its popularity
with people who are watching their weight. A
drink popular with Turks and other Near East-
ern peoples is made with equal portions of
yogurt and ice water, to which a little salt is
added, and then thoroughly mixed.

Yogurt is eaten as a snack between meals, as
a part of a light lunch or as a dessert. It might
be said that seldom has it been that something
so extremely popular is also as good for you as
is yogurt. It is curdled milk and therefore di-
gests from two to three times as quickly as
ordinary milk. Moreover, yogurt has valuable
bacteria, the Lactobacillus bulgaricus and the
Streptococcus thermophilus.

Because of the properties of yogurt, many
believe that it aids people with intestinal prob-
lems. That is why some doctors prescribe it for
restoring what is known as the “intestinal
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flora, Mwhich may be destroyed when patients
receive a lot of antibiotics or sulfa drugs.

Still another factor in its favor is that yo-
gurt often replaces other foods that are not
nearly as wholesome or that are too rich. For
many people it serves to replace such foods
as pies, cakes, puddings and pastries, which
are rich in refined carbohydrates. According to
Dr. Denis P. Burkitt, a Nobel laureate, cancer
of the intestines and other intestinal disorders
are related to diets high in refined carbohy-
drates.—Medical Tribune, October 3, 1973.

Obviously, replacing such foods with yogurt
does cut down greatly on one's intake of calo-
ries. A piece of apple pie may contain 330 or
more calories, whereas a cup of plain yogurt
has only one third as many. Even a fruit yo-
gurt has a third less of calories. To cut down on
calories, you can also use yogurt to replace oily
salad dressings or mayonnaise or in the place
of sour cream on fresh fruits.

How is yogurt made? Very simply. Merely
take some ordinary or skim milk and heat it to
a boil and then pour it into a container. If you
want your yogurt to have a thicker consistency,
then add some powdered skim milk, even as
many commercial producers do. Let it cool off
until it feels comfortably warm to the tip of
your finger, and then add the yogurt culture or
some yogurt, such as you buy in a store, about
half a cup to a quart of milk. If you are con-
cerned with cutting down on your calories, then
you will want to be sure to use fat-free or skim
milk. Stir well so that no lumps remain.

Then cover the vessel and wrap it in a blan-
ket or keep it in a warm place, about 110 to 115
degrees Fahrenheit, for from four to six hours
or overnight. Because of the problem of keep-
ing the milk warm some have chosen to buy
one of the *“yogurt makers,” which keeps the
milk at a certain temperature. Others solve
the problem by using widemouthed thermos
bottles, as these also ensure keeping the milk
warm while it is fermenting. It is also impor-
tant that you do not disturb the vessel while
the fermenting process is at work or the milk
may not set. Once it has thickened you can put
it in a refrigerator or in some cool place until
you want to eat it.

From the foregoing, you can see that yogurt
has much to recommend it. It is tasty, high in
food value, low in calories, easily digested, easy
to make, economical and enjoyable to eat!
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FRICA! What is the first thought that
comes into your mind when you read
that word? Animals? Well, if the questions
that both adults and children ask of the
returning traveler who has been favored
with a trip to Africa is any indication,
then, yes, you thought of animals. Home
folks eagerly ask: “Did you see a lion?
An elephant? A snake?” But few inquire:
“What exciting flowers did you see?”
Rhodesia, in the south-central part of
Africa, has both animals and flowers in
abundance, so, for a change, let us have
a picture of the plant life, starting with
the urban community.

Looking on the Cultivated Side

A quick overall view of what can, and
does, grow under cultivation by way of
blossoms is found at the flower market in
Salisbury’s Cecil Square. From across the
street you see it as one great dazzling
splash of color, but, now, draw closer.
Buckets and half barrels filled with water
hold the tightly tied bundles of many-hued
snapdragons; lavender and pink lupines;
yellow and orange calendulas; and many
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in Rhodesia

others too numerous to mention.
Some of the more exotic blooms are
incredible in their petal-and-leaf ar-
rangement and their color combina-
tion. Some may remind you of the
head of a long-beaked bird; others
may give you the impression that
they are artificial because they are
so perfectly fashioned of the most costly
royal-purple velvet.

The African sellers vie with one another
for your patronage: “Here! Madam, very
nice carnations! You want white? Pink?
Maybe red?”

“Here! Sir, here! The best
red, white, pink, blue! Roses, too, very
nice! Buy now. Cheap, very cheap!”

“Please, Miss, these strawflowers last
a long time and are cheap too. Do you
want brown, orange or yellow?”

There are attractive, covered, brick
stalls, but most sellers prefer to be in the
open right next to the sidewalk. Here you
will see them in sunshine or rain every
month of the year. You have no excuse
to be without a bouquet every day.

Too costly, perhaps? Then you are in
for a pleasant surprise, I'm sure. Tell me
what you fancy most. One dozen beautiful,
half-opened, perfectly formed, pink rose-
buds? Very well. The seller says he wants
just 45 cents (U.S., 78 cents). Do you not
agree that the price is reasonable indeed?

You will want to see the city park, but
on the way take note of the gardens of
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the private homes. They

are so much like min-
iature parks, and if we

had the time to tour

all this widespread

city, or any other com-

munity, you would see

a similar scene many
times over in varying di-
mensions. Depending on

the time of the year,

trees that will delight
your eyes are the purple
jacaranda with their
thick blossoms, lacelike
and bright-red flamboyant
(well named!), fragrant and
creamy franjipani, and the
African flame, which produces
huge, lily-shaped,

blooms.

Householders have a wide
choice of hedges, but the
vorite is the bright-green hi-
biscus showing its pink or
flowers as though someone had
pinned them on in just the
right places. Enterprising
homeowners camouflage
rock outcroppings with
aloe gardens, and how
surprised we are at the
seemingly endless va-
riety of cacti putting
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forth flowers to compete with roses
for beauty! Paths and drives are
often bordered with neat shrubs, pe-
rennials, annuals or a combination of
plants that lead you to the........
mat at the front door.
Now, if you roll all these home gar-

dens into one you will have a descrip-
tion of the city park, and what a
breathtaking blend it is! Skilled horti-
culturists and their helpers, working in
harmony with laws set in motion at
creation, have learned when, where and
how certain plants and flowers will
bloom. They are, therefore, able to set
before us a panorama of color patterns

such as an artist might do with oil

paints. At any season of the year
there are always bright and cheer-
ful floral arrangements awaiting
you in the park.

While shopping in the heart of
the city, one is happily confronted
with shrubs, aloes and flowers in
every possible place—in window

boxes, in built-up curbs between

walkway and road, in out-size
vases and tubs placed in vesti-
bules and foyers. And were you
to return in three or four months
the sight would be different but
equally beautiful. It seems that,

while one plant is putting on a

showy display, another is waiting

in the wings for its own turn to
perform.

Vital electric-power structures
with their ugly network of wire
and steel, and oft-unsightly con-

crete water-supply tanks are soft-
ened, if not hidden, by green or flow-

ering creepers, bougainvilleas in orange
or red, climbing either right on the struc-
tures or clinging to the tall protective
fencing around them.

Four thousand miles of smooth-topped
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roads in Rhodesia are made enjoyable for
the motorist by cultivated patches of vivid-
red poinsettias,bottlebrush trees,
flowering pomegranates. All of this soothes
the passengers but, at the same time, does
not distract the driver.

Should you wish for a roadside picnic,
there are stopping places (called “lay-
bys”) with sturdy tables and benches un-
der shady fig, msasa, acacia, or other in-
digenous trees.

A Visit with African Friends

But let us branch off onto the graveled
roads and to the Africa you have visual-
ized. As we enter what is known as Tribal
Trust Land we see clusters of thatched
pole-and-mud huts strung along the road-
side. We could stop at any one of these
“villages” and the people there would make
us most welcome, but since we do not
understand their language and there is not
always one on hand who understands ours,
we shall go on until we reach a school-
house. Then, perhaps, a teacher will con-
sent to accompany us as interpreter and
guide.

Oh, did you notice that baobab tree?
“Not much beauty there!” you say. Grant-
ed, at times during the year it resembles
a giant, upside-down turnip with its roots
to the sky, but there are other times, when
its leaves and large white flowers appear,
that it is quite presentable, and it is best
(so children will tell you) when it bears
its hard, coconut-shaped fruit containing
edible white pulp.

If it is shade and beauty that appeal
to you, then look over there in the pasture.
That is a wild fig tree, and if you note
the twenty or more cattle standing under
its leafy branches you will appreciate the
great size it must be. I don't recommend
its fruit to you if you are squeamish about
worms.
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The long, low building made of home-
burned bricks that we are approaching is

andhe school, and do you not think that the

children have done a good job beautifying
it with those pretty daisy bushes? How-
ever, it is their vegetable gardens that
receive the most attention. Remembering
that there is no running water, and that
often water must be carried a great dis-
tance, we will understand why that which
feeds the stomach comes ahead of that
which feasts the eyes.

I want to introduce you to the head-
master, Mr. Mubata. He suggests that we
leave the car now and take a twenty-
minute walk to the village of his friend.
He promises that the jaunt will be botani-
cally educational and that you ladies will
have a bouguet—the most unique in your
life! His only regret is that there are no
flame lilies at this season. It has become
the national flower of Rhodesia, and gets
its name from the six elongated red petals
reaching up like tongues of fire.

Our guide is offering you the first blos-
som for your nosegay, the foxglove orchid.
With six lovely, delicate-pink, cuplike
flowers on one stem, it is almost a bou-
quet in itself. To add to it is this yellow-
blended-with-pink sweet pea and a spray
of lavender-colored lupine—all of them
wild, of course.

Mr. Mubata says you may admire this
five-petaled, mauve bloom called ““donkey
weed ” but he himself would be glad to
see the end of it because it is a very real
pest in the vegetable garden.

Here are two more floral gems: Five
rounded, reddish-orange petals form this
hibiscus. | pressed one in a textbook years
ago; the flower has long since gone but
the bright-colored imprint is still there on
the pages. How would you describe this
wild gentian? As a tiny pink starfish with
a yellow tassel protruding from the center?

Do look at these purple banners. How
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many flowers can you count on one stem?
Twelve! They remind one of a violet-
painted snapdragon, but I understand that
they are no relation to that flower.

At this point I want to ask you a ques-
tion: How many of these flowers did you
spy before our guide picked them and
brought them to you? One? Two? |
thought so. What may appear to be a drab
countryside can really come to life with
the aid of one who has (and loves) his
home in that area. Thank you, Mr.
Mubata!

These half-dozen round buildings com-
prise the village of our teacher’s friend.
Come, the folks are beckoning us into the
kitchen hut.

You see no modem conveniences as you
may know them. Nevertheless, what is
here is convenient for the African house-
wife. There is an open fire for cooking in
the very center of the room. On both sides
of the door are built-up seats made of mud
and plastered shiny and smooth with cow
dung. The floor has a similar polished sur-
face. And do not turn up your nose, for
if 1 had not told you how such waxy
smoothness had been achieved you would
have felt only admiration.

On the walls, hanging from pegs, are
axes, hoes, leather harness for the oxen,
dried cobs of maize, wooden stirring
spoons and a picture calendar. And do you
see what | see? A bouquet of wild flowers
similar to yours. Our hostess says, no,
she didn't pick them for our benefit, for,

ore

after all, she didnt know we were coming.
It was her young daughter who gathered
the posy when she went to collect wood
this morning.

Now that we are on our way back to
town, 1’d like to ask if you noticed that
“pocket handkerchief” patch of green
grass near the main hut in our host’s
village? Do you realize that there hasnt
been any rain for over two months and
the only reason the grass is so verdant is
that the housewife and her children car-
ried water from a distant well to irrigate
that little scrap of lawn each day? And
wasn't it a pleasing sight, those
roses by the old grandfathers hut, the
marigolds by the maize crib, and the cos-
mos and asters growing in profusion at
the fringe of the village? How kind of
Mr. Mubata to introduce us to his friends,
with whom we shared a common interest
—flowers.

We Say, “

We do hope you have enjoyed this peep
into the world of flora. The next time you
see an animal that thrills you, be sure to
have a look at the flowers and shrubs at
its feet and the tree or the vine that shades
its back, and you will be doubly thrilled.

Truly, there is not a race of man who
does not love the beauty of trees, shrubs
and flowers and this is right and proper,
because variety of vegetation is a gift from
the Great Creator. We are thankful to
have such a bountiful supply in Rhodesia.

thandumber

As more and more persons live in cities, often surrounded by brick and cement,
it would seem that man has less contact with wood. Thus we might be surprised
to learn the role of wood in many of the products we use. Viewing wood as a chemi-
cal raw material, one may be amazed to note that ingredients for varnishes, soaps,

drugs, turpentine, glues, plastics,

rayon, ink, cellophane and other items are

drawn from wood. So when we read that “wood cannot be produced synthetically
in the laboratory” we come to appreciate some of the problems raised by man’s
depleting the earth of trees. For if this should happen to a great extent, more than
shade and beauty would disappear—so would many products drawn from the forest.
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T IS truly pleasant

to find people who
really love their fellowman and are
willing to go out of their way to help them.
So little of that is done today. But what
is the best way to help others?

You have probably noticed that, as
world conditions continue to worsen, more
and more people seem to lack direction
in their lives. They ask: “What do all
these things taking place today mean?”
“Where is this world heading?” “What is
the purpose of life?” If they could gain
satisfying answers to these questions it
would change their lives for the better.

Jehovah’s witnesses have learned from

the Bible that present world conditions
are filled with meaning and portend some-
thing wonderful for the near future. They
search out every opportunity to call at
the homes of their neighbors to explain
the basis for such a conclusion.
Recent efforts to contact people
in the far northern hemisphere
show that the Witnesses do not
shrink back from hardship to ac-
complish this.

They Go Out of Their
Way—Why?
One of the main problems in
getting to the homes of people in
the far north is the severe cold.

24

The temperature may plunge to

more than fifty degrees Fahrenheit

below zero. But frigid weather does

not stop Jehovah’s witnesses from show-

ing love to others. Robert L. Hartman,

a traveling minister who serves several

congregations in Alaska, tells of the cold-

est day he ever experienced in his house-
to-house ministry:

“Twelve or thirteen of us gathered togeth-
er that day at the Kingdom Hall. It was
47° F. below zero. Several said that they
would rather remain inside and write let-
ters to the villages. Thinking that that was
what everyone wanted to do, | was getting
prepared for a session of letter writing.
Then two brothers approached me and said,
We are just not very proficient at this letter
writing. After we have gone to all the work
of getting our cars started and traveling the
distance to the hall (one had come fifteen
miles), we would like to make some house-to-
house calls. Will you accompany us?’ | could
not resist such a sincere plea. So out we went
at 47° F. below zero.”
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Hartman also serves congregations in
northwestern Canada. He relates how Rose
Hamilton of Whitehorse, Yukon, went out
of her way to conduct a Bible study each
week with a Mrs. Henry, who lived eighty-
five miles away:

“Even in the winter Rose traveled the
eighty-five miles each week. Sometimes the
car had to be left a half mile to a mile away
from the home. One time Sister Hamilton
made that trip with the temperature at 40° F.
below zero. On the return to the car, while
climbing a steep hill, she gulped in large
amounts of frigid air and ‘burned’ her bron-
chial passages. On another occasion this
sister walked two miles each way from the
car at 10° F. below zero.”

Winter storms can further complicate
matters, especially for air travel. Ray
Baker and Lyle Nelson, from Fairbanks,
Alaska, explain:

“The area near Nome and along the
Bering Sea is notorious for severe icing and
white-outs. The white-out is a dreaded foe
because it can come with little warning, of-
ten beginning with a light overcast and then
snow. But soon everything becomes white.
A pilot must strain his eyes, peering into the
snow. He may lose his orientation, not know-
ing which way is up or down. Then dizziness
sets in and one could easily fly right into a
mountain or into the ground. More pilots are
lost in this area than anywhere else in
Alaska.”

In spite of these dangers, eleven of Je-
hovah’s witnesses went into that area in
three small planes in 1973. They report:
“We covered an area of over 96,000 square
miles. To reach the 24 villages in this ter-
ritory, each of the three planes flew about
2,600 air miles and we spoke to about
6,000 people.”

Why are Jehovah’s witnesses willing to
go out of their way to speak to others
about the Word of God? Because Bible
chronology and prophecy indicate that
we are in the “last days” of the present
system of things. Soon a new system of
righteousness and peace in a restored
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earthly paradise will become a reality.
(2 Tim. 3:1-5; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1-5)
Jesus foretold that the “good news” about
this would be proclaimed world wide dur-
ing the *“conclusion of the system of
things.” (Matt. 24:3, 14) Jehovah’s wit-
nesses gladly go out of their way to share
in this proclamation.

Opposition No Barrier to Showing Love

Most people visited in the far north are
hospitable and happy to have someone
talk to them about the Bible. But some
are opposed and try to make trouble for
Jehovah’s witnesses.

A Witness from Canada who, together
with a companion, made a two-month trip
to visit residents of the north shore of
the St. Lawrence River tells of an experi-
ence he had in a mining town:

“l began to witness to a group of about
six men in a bunkhouse. Two of them were
very opposed and began to influence the
others. So | left them and started to talk to
others in the same building. As the opposers
kept getting louder 1 finally decided to leave
the bunkhouse altogether.

“By the time | walked out of the building
the two opposed men had worked themselves
up into such a frenzy that they came after
me. High banks of snow and a building cut
off any hope of escape.”

What would the Witness do? Would he
try to effect a compromise, agreeing to
stop preaching if they would let him go?
What would you do if faced with such a
situation? He continues:

“l prayed to Jehovah for help and pro-
tection.

“When the men got within twenty feet of
me, one of them suddenly stopped and
called to the other. They talked together for
a few minutes, all the while watching me.
Then, just as if they had changed their
minds, they turned and walked away from
me. | was happy and thankful to know that
Jehovah had been with me.”

Additional problems arose for these
two Witnesses when trying to find over-
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night accommodations. In these areas it
iS necessary to spend the night in private
homes, as there are no hotels or other
public facilities. At times, because of reli-
gious prejudice, people would refuse to put
them up. But in spite of difficulties they
continued on in their preaching work, re-
porting: “On our two-month trip we were
always provided for. Only once did we
end up staying a night in a shed on a
wharf.”

“ Like Sheep Without a Shepherd”

We read at Matthew 9:36 concerning
Jesus: “On seeing the crowds he felt pity
for them, because they were skinned and
thrown about like sheep without a shep-
herd.” The Jewish religious leaders of Je-
sus’ day had neglected the spiritual needs
of the common people and had bound
“heavy loads” of human traditions upon
them. (Matt. 23:4) Is it any different in
Christendom today?

Larry Lees, one of Jehovah’s witnesses
who recently traveled to a number of re-
mote Eskimo villages in northern Quebec,
Canada, relates: “One family told me that
no one had ever come to their home and
talked to them about the Bible before, al-
though an Anglican clergyman was liv-
ing in their settlement of about seventy
people.”

Besides neglect by their clergymen, un-
scriptural teachings and superstitions hold
many humble people in spiritual darkness.
For example, among the Laplanders of
northern Finland are found followers of
Lars Levi Laestadius, a clergyman of the
nineteenth century. These people have
been taught that gaining God’ approval
does not require study of the Bible and
application of its principles in one’s life.
All that is necessary, they say, is to con-
fess one’s sins to the preacher, who then
pronounces them forgiven. Concerning
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such people in the Kusaamo area a Wit-
ness from Finland observes:

“Even now an orthodox follower of Laesta-
dius is not allowed to buy a television set,
which the preachers call ‘hell’s machine,’
‘window to Sodom,” etc. These clergymen
call the television antenna the seven-headed
beast of Revelation, because the first anten-
nas that were installed in Kusaamo had
seven projecting arms. They have also re-
ferred to school gates as ‘the gates of hell’
and preached that ‘no one who went to a
public school would ever gain salvation.””

Indeed, there is a great need for Jeho-
vah’s witnesses to go into these remote
places to help the people spiritually. Many
of these people greatly appreciate the op-
portunity to gain knowledge of the Bible.

Appreciative of Bible Truth

Ray Baker relates an experience his
group had upon landing their plane in the
village of Buckland, Alaska, near the
Arctic circle:

“As soon as we shut down the engine we
were surrounded by forty or fifty curious
fathers, mothers and children. We told them
that we would soon be visiting their homes
to talk to them about the Bible. When we
called at the houses we often found whole
families gathered together waiting for us,
Bible in hand.”

A group who recently visited isolated
Indian villages in northern Manitoba re-
ceived the following letter from Mr. Max-
well Bee, chief of a reserve that they had
visited:

“Just a short note to thank you for the

help we received from the two men who
visited our reserve to tell us about the Bible
and how we can live in peace. We hope that
they will come back soon. The longer they
stay, the better. Again, thank you.”

Sharing Bible truth with others is the
finest way to show love to them. It gives
meaning to their lives now and a sure hope
for the future. Jehovah’s witnesses are
happy to go out of their way to share
such good news with their neighbors.
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Is It Wrong to Work

on the Seventh Day of the Week?

HE fourth of the Ten

Commandments that
God gave to the nation of
Israel states: “Remember-
ing the sabbath day to hold
it sacred, you are to render
service and you must do all
your work six days. But the
seventh day is a sabbath
to Jehovah your God. You
must not do any work.”
—Ex. 20:8-10.

The term “sabbath”
comes from a Hebrew root
word meaning “to rest,
cease, cease from labor.”
The Bible specified that no
Israelite should cook or
bake, gather wood, bear
burdens or conduct business
on the sabbath day. (Ex.
16:23, 29; Num. 15:32-35;
Neh. 13:15) Any lIsraelite
working on the sabbath day
would “positively be put to
death.”—Ex. 31:15.

Many claim that God’s
law to keep a weekly sab-
bath is still in force. Some
say that this requirement
was observed by the patri-
archs Abraham, lIsaac and
Jacob, and, in fact, goes all
the way back to the garden
of Eden.

What is the Bible’s view
of this matter? Is it still
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wrong to work on the seventh day of the week?

An honest examination shows that the Scriptures do
not say that weekly sabbath observance goes back to
Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. And, while Abra-
ham observed certain “commands,” “statutes” and “laws”
of God, nowhere does the Bible mention him keeping
a weekly sabbath.—Gen. 26:5.

It was not until immediately before giving the Mosaic
law covenant at Mt. Sinai, some 2,500 years after the
creation of Adam and Eve and centuries after Abraham’s
death, that God first commanded observance of a weekly
sabbath. According to Exodus, chapter sixteen, God told
the Israelites to pick up the miraculously provided manna
six days a week but not on the seventh day. This was to
be “a holy sabbath to Jehovah.”—Ex. 16:23.

Indicating that the sabbath law was something new,
Moses remarked: “It was not with our forefathers that
Jehovah concluded this covenant. . . . And you must
remember that you became a slave in the land of Egypt
and Jehovah your God proceeded to bring you out from
there with a strong hand and an outstretched arm.
is why Jehovah your God commanded you to carry on
the sabbath day.”—Deut. 5:3, 15.

Was the weekly sabbath to continue in force forever?
The Bible does not indicate that, but explains that Jesus
Christ came ‘1o fulfill the Law.” (Matt. 5:17) Therefore
we read: “By means of his [Christ’s] flesh he abolished
.. . the Law of commandments consisting in decrees.”
—Eph. 2:15; see also Romans 6:14; 7:4, 6.

Some object that these texts apply only to “the cere-
monial law” with its special sabbaths such as the Pass-
over, the festival of Pentecost, the Day of Atonement,
the seventh year and the Jubilee or fiftieth year. They
hold that the Ten Commandments, with their require-
ment of a weekly sabbath, are distinct from the “cere-
monial law” that passed away. Others say that, since
the command to observe a seventh-day sabbath was given
shortly before the Mosaic law, this command did not
pass away with that Law. Does the Bible support these
views?

Interestingly, when Jesus was discussing the Law that
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he came to fulfill, he included the sixth
and seventh of the Ten Commandments,
those against murder and adultery. (Matt.
5:17, 21, 22, 27, 28) The apostle Paul in-
cluded the tenth of these commandments
as part of the Law from which Christians
“have been discharged,” saying: “Really
I would not have come to know sin if it
had not been for the Law; and, for exam-
ple, I would not have known covetousness
if the Law had not said: “You must not
covet.”” (Rom. 7:6, 7; compare James 2:
10, 11.) As for the weekly sabbath law
being given before the Law, so was cir-
cumcision; but the Bible shows that cir-
cumcision too is not binding on Christians.
—Gen. 17:9-14; 1 Cor. 7:19.

This does not mean, however, that
Christians are under no moral law. The
Christian Scriptures strongly encourage
respect for parents and avoidance of such
things as idolatry, murder, adultery, steal-
ing and covetousness. (Eph. 4:28; 6:2;
1 John 5:21; 1 Pet. 4:15; Heb. 13:4; Col.
3:5) Nowhere, though, do the books of the
“New Testament” say that Christians must
keep a weekly sabbath.

Why, then, did Jesus himself keep the
sabbath and encourage his hearers to ob-
serve all of Gods “commandments”?
(Matt. 5:19) Because, while Jesus was
alive on earth, both he and his disciples
were, as lIsraelites, subject to the Mosaic
law covenant. (Gal. 4:4) It was not until
Jesus’ death and resurrection, when he
had given his “flesh” in sacrifice, that the
Law was abolished, being replaced by a
“new covenant.”—Luke 22:20; Heb. 8:13.

Because the entire Law covenant, in-
cluding the command to keep a weekly
sabbath, came to its end in Jesus Christ,
the apostle Paul could write to Christians:
“Let no man judge you in eating and
drinking or in respect of a festival or of
an observance of the new moon or of a
sabbath; for those things are a shadow of
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the things to come, but the reality belongs
to the Christ.” (Col. 2:16, 17) Earlier,
Paul expressed fear that he had “toiled to
no purpose” with respect to certain Chris-
tians of the province of Galatia, for they
were still “scrupulously observing days
and months and seasons and years.”—Gal.
4:10, 11.

What, though, do the Christian Greek
Scriptures mean at Hebrews 4:9 when
they say: “There remains a sabbath rest-
ing for the people of God”? Does this in-
dicate that it is wrong for Christians to
work on the seventh day of the week?

No, for the context shows that the “sab-
bath resting” means that Christians must
cease from an attitude of unbelief such as
prevented the majority of Israelites who
went out of Egypt from entering ‘God’s
rest’in the Promised Land. (Heb. 3:12,18,
19; 4:3) Also, Christians must rest from
“works” of unbelief, especially efforts to
justify themselves before God simply by
doing good or charitable deeds. (Heb. 4:
10; Rom. 3:20) According to the Bible,
a right standing with God comes only
through faith in Jesus Christ. (Rom. 3:
28) Christians must observe such a sab-
bath rest, not one day a week, but every
day.

Of course, there is nothing wrong with
taking one day out of seven for a rest
period. This can provide needed physical
refreshment, opportunity to study God’s
Word and for other spiritually stimulating
activities. It is up to each individual to
decide which, if any, day he will set aside
for special purposes.

But if someone now wishes to work
on the seventh day of the week, there is
no Scriptural objection to doing so. As the
apostle Paul expressed it: “One man judg-
es one day as above another; another man
judges one day as all others; let each man
be fully convinced in his own mind.”—Rom.
14:5.
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Witnesses Recognized

in Portugal
<€ The Association of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses was legally
recognized by the government
of Portugal in mid-December.
The statutes of the Association,
as required by law, were pub-
lished in the country’s princi-
pal newspaper and eventually
copied by other papers in Por-
tugal. This information was
also printed in the government
Gazette. Official recognition in
Portugal means that the Wit-
nesses will be able publicly to
meet and do their Bible educa-
tion work and carry on the
activities of any legal ‘reli-
gious association/

Three days later, the Watch
Tower Society’s president,
N. H. Knorr, spoke to a group
of 7,586 persons who attended
a special Witness meeting in
Porto. The next day, Decem-
ber 22, he and the Society’s
vice-president, F. W. Franz,
again lectured, this time in
Lisbon, to a crowd of 39,284.
Thus 46,870 people were in at-
tendance at the two sessions;
that is over three times the
number of Witnesses in Por-
tugal.

Navigation in Birds . . .

# How do pigeons find their
way home? Experimenters
have suggested that the birds
are able to identify visible
landmarks. But those taken in
covered cages to places they
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have never visited are able to
return home; no landmarks
guide them. Does the sun di-
rect pigeons? Perhaps it aids
in determining conlpass direc-
tions, but that is not enough to
locate a precise spot. In a cur-
rent Scientific American, W. T.
Keeton concludes: *“The old
idea that birds use a single
method to determine the home
direction has given way to the
realization that there are prob-
ably multiple components in
the system.”

.. . And Bugs

<> Meanwhile, a recent Natu-
ral History theorizes as to how
insects can fly on a beeline
across large open areas with-
out apparently relying on visi-
ble landmarks. W. G. Welling-
ton argues that insects use
polarized light. Under certain
conditions, light waves from
the sun vibrate in only one
direction. In some unknown
manner insects (unlike hu-
mans) perceive this light and
use it to navigate across long
stretches. When there is little
or no polarization, he says,
insects depend on familiar
ground markings or other as-
sistance for their guidance.

What Is First to You?

<> In recent months the public
press has printed a number
of accounts about athletes who
gave up collegiate and profes-
sional careers when they be-

came active as Jehovah’s wit-
nesses. Why did they stop? Do
they believe that sports in
themselves are wrong? Not
necessarily. One top basketball
star recently explained to the
Dallas (Texas) Morning News:
“To be successful in basketball
... you've got to devote almost
nine months to it and just
about every hour of the day
during that period. ... So by
playing basketball, what I was
saying in essence was that I
would serve Jehovah [God]
when | got time.”

Palmistry Exposed

# According to the pseudo-
science of palmistry, the life-
line in a person’s palm is
supﬁosed to indicate the length
of his life. Does it? No. Two
University of Washington re-
searchers measured the life-
lines of the palms of 51
corpses, correlated this to body
size and fed the information
into a computer. They say, in
The Journal of the American
Medical Association, that when
Falmistry is used to predict
ife expectancy the results
have no “scientific worthiness
or usefulness to life insurers”
whatever.

Biliion-Dollar Question

& “Is there life on Mars?”
asks U.S. News & World Re-
port. The answer is of more
than academic interest. It is
costing the American taxpayer
dearly. Says the magazine:
“For centuries this question
has absorbed scientists, poets
and dreamers alike. Now it
has become the driving force
behind a 1-billion-dollar mis-
sion into space.” In the U.S,, a
billion dollars would also build
about 70,000 low-cost homes.

Stealing a City

<> Vandalism, rampant in
New York city, is simply an-
other word for stealing. Says
New Times magazine: “This
city—the undisputed world’s
capital of larceny—is being
stolen. Physically stolen right
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out from under its residents.
... Parks, plazas and botanical
gardens are being stripped as
if they were abandoned autos.
Public monuments are being
heisted. Statues are being
mugged. All with increasing
frequency and ever greater
audacity.” Why does the prob-
lem grow? Joseph Bresnan,
Parks Department director of
monuments, says: “No one
takes vandalism seriously.” Po-
lice say that they are busy
trying to take care of people.

Auto Slump

# The automobile industry is
a major victim in the current
inflation/recession period. U.S.
domestic sales were down 30
percent in the last quarter of
1974, the worst in 14 vyears.
Imported-car sales are also
down. A similar picture ap-
pears in Europe, where at least
300,000 auto workers were laid
off by year-end. One Euro-
pean job in ten depends on the
auto industry. Related indus-
tries also suffer: A major U.S.
steel producer reports a 25
percent decline in early 1975
orders; a glass supplier says
that 1974 sales were off 20 per-
cent. Auto makers are optimis-
tic about an upturn. But A. E.
Sindlinger, one of their leading
consultants, reminds them:
“People went four years with-
out new cars in World War I1.
They learned they don’t have
to buy, and they won't if they
don’t need or can’t afford a
car.”

Winking at Gambling

# In the last decade thirteen
U.S. states have adopted legal
lotteries as ways of raising
revenue. But, observes an edi-
torial in The Christian Centu-
ry, “the sudden rise in public
acceptance of state-sponsored
gambling appears to have been
accomplished with only a mini-
mum of church opposition.”

Plenty of Nothing

<> The Department of Con-
sumer Affairs in New York
city estimates that residents
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bought $25 million worth of
nothing last year. This is what
was paid for “short weights,”
when merchants did not fill up
packages to the stated quan-
tity. A frequent trick, the de-
partment says, is for a cus-
tomer unknowingly to buy a
box. Suppose fancy bakery
cookies are $4 per pound. If
the clerk places a three-ounce
container on the scale and
then puts in the cookies, the
customer has paid $3.25 for the
(k:)ookies and 75 cents for the
OX.

Sunday Magazines

<> There are now fifty-six U.S.
Sunday newspaper magazines.
The Writer claims that these
are the best-read part of the
paper; over 90 percent of
newspaper purchasers read
that section.

Soybean Demand

<> In 1974 the U.S. produced
1.3 billion bushels of soybeans.
Yet demand grows for more
soybeans. Why? Protein. One
bushel of soybeans makes 48
pounds of meal for animal
feed and 11 pounds of oil for
products like margarine. Plans
call for soybeans to replace
meat in processed foods such
as chili, hot dogs and bologna.
Their importance is empha-
sized by Richard Rhodes in
Atlantic: “With fully efficient
agriculture and a vegetable
diet, the world could theoreti-
cally support a population of
forty to fifty billion people.
Meat proteins couldnt even
support the population we al-
ready contend with.”

‘Can’t-Win Dilemma’

# Growing numbers of ex-
perts feel that greater food
shortages are inevitable. R. P.
Sinha of the University of
Glasgow notes: “The immen-
sity of the problem of the poor
and the landless farmer is
such that nothing the interna-
tional organizations, with their
limited resources, can do will
make any significant differ-

ence.” Meanwhile, an editorial
in Farm Journal entitled
“World Famine: A Can’t-win
Dilemma” notes: “The world
food crisis is another of those
terrible ‘can’t-win’ dilemmas
now coming at us with such
frequency.”

Peat for Power

<% Among the fuel alterna-
tives that have been discussed
since the petroleum crisis is
peat. Peat is partly decayed
vegetable matter, said to be in
the process of becoming coal.
More than half of the world’s
peat is found in the Soviet
Union. That nation has over 70
peat-fueled generating plants.
Both Finland and Ireland plan
large increases in peat pro-
duction. New Scientist says
that as peat is removed in
Ireland, farmland is being re-
claimed. North America, with
about 14 percent of the world’s
total of peat, has no plans to
develop it as a fuel.

Want Your Letter Read?
<> Companies are getting more
mail than ever and more of
their personnels’ time is used
in reading it. Does this put the
erson who cannot type his
etter to a large company at a
disadvantage? Not if his letter
is short and to the point, says
Gene M. Brown, of the Austin
Company of Cleveland, Ohio,
who reads large volumes of
mail: “From fellows in small
firms we often get letters writ-
ten in longhand and that suits
us fine because the writer usu-
ally has neither the time nor
the inclination to get into a lot
of nonrelevant stuff. He just
says what he means and
throws it in the mail.”

Duty-Free Shops

<€ Travelers know that with
care they can save money by
making purchases at duty-free
airport shops. Europe’s Vision
magazine says that travelers
now put out over $300 million
yearly at west European air-
ports. Alcoholic drinks account
for 45 percent of the total;
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tobacco, 35 percent; perfume,
15 percent; other sales, the re-
maining 5 percent. West Ger-
many has the highest number
of duty-free sales, followed by
Britain, the Netherlands and
France.

Going on TV?

Industry Week says that
more management people than
ever are being compelled to
appear on television. How can
one best prepare for such
an appearance? It suggests:
“Brief yourself, anticipatin
questions you may be asked.
Don't opinionate if you are un-
sure of supporting facts. Don't
let an interviewer intimidate
you; occasionally ask questions
yourself or volunteer informa-
tion. Use notes or cue cards
only if your story is complex.

. Don't lose your temper.
Be casual, but assume you are
on camera until the show is
over. Dress in medium-colored
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suits and pastel or off-white
shirts.”

Nuns Awaken

<> Italian nuns are awaken-
ing to the world outside their
convent, says a Reuters report
from Rome. “Television aeri-
als are sprouting on convent
roofs.” More nuns are working
away from their convents. But
the Church does not care for
all the consequences. Hundreds
of nuns now quit every year;
many openly disagree with
the Hierarchy. For instance,
one Rome nun, a doctor, says:
“In individual cases | approve
of the [birth control] Pill.”

Crimes in Churches

& Washington, D.C., area
churches are locking their
doors and installing security
systems in an effort to combat
vandals who no longer consid-
er them ‘sacred ground.’ In the
year ending June 30, 1973,
there were 209 crimes involv-

ing churches; the following
year this rose to 306. But
in just four recent months
there were 209 crimes. “Sub-
urban Maryland and Virginia
churches,” says the Washing-
ton Post, “also reﬁort glue
sniffiné;, dope smoking and
beer drinking parties in their
churches at night.”

Baptist Blues

<> The Baptist Church, accord-
ing to some of its leaders, is
too worried about survival to
serve people. Emory Wallace,
president of the Louisiana Bap-
tist Convention, says that the
“old way” does not work
and that his church needs
some “bold experiments.” The
Shreveport Times adds: “If
Baptists don't change their
strategy, he said, it will be-
come an impossible task to
gain further converts and halt
the increasing percentage of
those disinterested in the
church.”
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