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RELIGIOUS news was once reserved for 
the back pages of the local newspaper. 

But today one is just as likely to read 
about the actions of the clergy on the 
front page. Why?

Because now, more than ever, religion 
is involved in politics. And politics is front­
page news. At every political level, from 
local precinct elections to international 
conferences, the clergy are having a vigor­
ous share.

Of course, in a certain sense this is noth­
ing new. The churches of Christendom 
have always entwined themselves in the 
state’s business. However, in recent years 
the clergy have also assumed a much more 
aggressive role in political matters. The 
road for this change was paved by the sec­
ond Vatican Council, in the early 1960’s. 
It urged Catholics to be more wrapped up 
in social and economic issues. Protestants 
have followed suit. The desire to help oth­
er people is commendable. But the vital 
question is, How should this help be given?

Jesus Christ said: “My kingdom is no 
part of this world.”  (John 18:36) Probably

every clergyman knows those words from 
memory; a true Christian believes them. 
The latter knows that if one acts contrary 
to Jesus’ words the results will not be 
good. Then, why is it that the clergy still 
insist on getting involved in political mat­
ters and, as it were, try to make God’s 
kingdom “part of this world” ?

Because, frankly, they believe that the 
political organizations, not the religious 
ones, have “ clout” or power today. Thus 
the “Reverend” Carl McCall of New York 
city reasons: “Politics is the only base on 
which the people respect a clergyman to­
day.” And the 1971 Synod of (Catholic) 
Bishops said that politics is where “action 
on behalf of justice” takes place.

Not surprisingly, therefore, Louis R. 
Gigante, a New York City councilman, 
who is also an associate pastor of St. 
Athanasius Roman Catholic Church, as­
serts that there is only one way for him 
to get things done: “By power. It’s all 
power. . . . one of the reasons I’m in poli­
tics is to become a political boss, and JT 
want to be a boss to get the power.”
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But what are the results of such reason­
ing—good or bad? Let us look first of all 
at South America and see.

South American Revolutionaries
Says the Jesuit weekly America: “Keep­

ing the Catholic Church out of partisan 
politics in Latin America is easier said 
than done.” Why? One reason is that the 
Church has always been in Latin-American 
politics. But here, too, the clergy’s stance 
has changed radically in recent years.

At one time the Church was the darling 
of the wealthy classes. Bishops in north­
eastern Brazil admitted as much in a pas­
toral letter last year: “The Church not in­
frequently was equated with those who 
held cultural, social and political domina­
tion. Many times she identified herself 
more with the rulers than with the ruled. 
. . .  The Church became, for this domineer­
ing culture, an assistant.”

The results, in the opinion of those bish­
ops, were intense suffering for the com­
mon people. So, now, they want to swing 
the Church around behind “the march of 
the people to liberate themselves.” But are 
the results of doing this any better?

The Brazilian bishops liken political lib­
eration to salvation and believe it will 
come by violent revolution. Already Bra­
zilian priests have been convicted of co­
operating with urban guerrilla movements. 
Similarly, in Colombia, an organization 
known as “Priests for Latin America” has 
been accused of favoring revolu­
tionary upheaval.

Now, as a consequence, the 
B razilian  governm ent has 
charged that at least one Cath­
olic Church education program 
is really a front for promoting 
Communism. The government 
states that in the past “Marxists 
considered Christianity a part 
o f the capitalist regime. Today,

they point to Christ as a bulwark of com­
munism, and through this they succeed in 
getting the support of religious people.”

However, at the opposite extreme, dur­
ing a recent Venezuelan presidential elec­
tion, Catholic bishops strongly condemned 
what they called the ‘ambiguities’ of 
socialism and Communism. Meanwhile, 
Chile’s bishops have openly criticized the 
political policies of that country’s ruling 
junta. In Argentina, the political meddling 
of priest Carlos Mugica led to his assassi­
nation last May.

Thus, at one extreme the Church is said 
to support Communism; on the other, she 
is denouncing it. In between these two poles 
are varying shades of political ideology 
espoused by members of the South Ameri­
can clergy. And sandwiched in the middle 
are the common people, confused—hardly 
‘liberated’—by a lack of unified Church 
leadership. Understandably many of them 
wish the Church would just stay out of 
politics. But, as America noted, that “ is 
easier said than done” !

Other Religious Rebels
The revolutionary priests of Latin Amer­

ica have set the example. They have been 
followed by Philippine Island priests and 
nuns. The results have been similar.

One Communist underground move-
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ment, the New People’s Army, was raided 
by the Philippine government last year. 
Who was the rebel leader? The “Rever­
end” Luis Jalandoni, a highly respected 
Philippine priest. With him was his wife, a 
former nun, as well as a .38-caliber re­
volver and writings of Mao Tse-tung.

In Africa the clergy’s political interfer­
ence has highlighted another bad result: 
it divides the churches internally. African 
black church members are told to gain 
dominance over white churchmen. Burgess 
Carr, canon in residence at Trinity Epis­
copal Cathedral in Monrovia, Liberia, a 
black, says:

“Any outright rejection of violence is an 
untenable alternative for African Christians.

“If, for no other reason than this, we must 
give our unequivocal support to the libera­
tion movements, because they have helped 
the church to rediscover a new and radi­
cal appreciation of the Cross.

“In accepting the violence of the Cross, 
God, in Jesus Christ, sanctified violence into 
a redemptive instrument, bringing man into 
a fuller human life.”

Such arguments ignore entirely that Je­
sus said that those who live by violence 
will die by it. (Matt. 26:52) Nevertheless, 
black members of Christendom’s churches 
violently oppose white “Christians,” even 
if they are members of the same religion. 
Division results. People far outside Africa 
are indirectly involved in creating and 
deepening such hatreds and divisions. In 
what way?

Well, did you know that the World 
Council of Churches has supplied money 
to African terrorist organizations? The 
Council has said that in the past it used 
“quiet efforts . . . through established in­
stitutions” in Africa to try to accomplish 
its aims. More recently, however, the 
Council claims that “a significant number 
of those who are dedicated to the service 
of Christ and their neighbor assume a 
more revolutionary position.”

Now consider: Some 400 million persons

around the earth belong to churches in the 
World Council of Churches; that is almost 
four out of every ten people who claim to 
be Christian. Possibly even the church you 
attend supports the World Council. Did 
you realize what your donations were be­
ing used for? Would you say it is con­
tributing to unity?

Not to be overlooked is the fact that the 
clergy’s political activities have brought 
death to many. In Ireland, both Protes­
tants and Catholics have been behind vio­
lence that has taken over a thousand lives, 
many of them innocent children. WBBM 
in Chicago expressed the views of many 
when it said in a radio editorial: “Reli­
gion’s hands are blood red in Ireland, just 
as they were in the Crusades in days long 
past and in world wars of more recent 
vintage. . . . the more reprehensible group 
of all is the clergy, and let no one tell you 
differently.”

Yes, wherever you look—in the Ameri­
cas, Asia, Europe or Africa—the story is 
the same. The clergy of virtually every 
religious stripe are in the political arena. 
But who can say that the results are good?

What About the Results?
Just review what we have discussed so 

far. Religion in politics has divided priests, 
preachers, nuns and laymen in their opin­
ions and activities; it has turned some to 
radical left political activity while others 
support the rich on the right; it has 
brought death to many and oppression up­
on multitudes, rather than liberation; it 
has indirectly implicated people all over 
the world in revolutionary activities; it 
has split the churches both within the 
ranks of the clergy and among their flocks. 
Those are hardly good and desirable fruits. 
But that is not all.

The clergy have lost the respect of the 
very ones whose favor they have often 
sought to curry. Thus Anthony Lejeune
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straightforwardly writes in London’s Daily 
Telegraph:

“When Christ said ‘My kingdom is not of 
this world’, he was, according to a clergy­
man recently, making a ‘political and earth­
ly ’ statement, dissociating himself from the 
‘imperialism, exploitation and oppression’ 
represented by the government of the day. 
The Gospel . . .  in that clergyman’s view 
. . .  is . . .  a call to political action. . . .

“The tendency of the modernist clergy 
towards socialism goes with an exaggerated 
faith in political solutions; with a belief, 
in short, that Christ’s kingdom is of this 
world. Of course, Christ said it was not: but 
that difficulty can be overcome by a little 
convenient reinterpretation. . . .

“Men thirst for a kingdom which is not 
of this world: and, if the Christian Church 
no longer offers it, they will seek it else­
where.”

Writing in a similar honest vein, To the 
Point, a news magazine published in Jo­

hannesburg, South Africa, said in an edi­
torial:

“The churches must decide what is their 
essential job. If they propose to set up a 
secular power or ‘kingdom’, they will use 
the dangerous weapons that go with it. 
But then they must stop pretending to act 
in the name of one who said ‘M y kingdom is 
not of this world’.”— April 12, 1974.

The clergy’s hypocritical and unprin­
cipled actions have made them few real 
friends among men.

Even more importantly, religion’s in­
volvement in politics has made her ‘an ene­
my of God.’ (Jas. 4:4) Jesus knew that 
his kingdom was heavenly and that it 
would, in due time, end all oppression and 
wickedness. The facts indicate that we live 
near the time when that event will take 
place.—Dan. 2:44; Matt. 6:9,10; chapters 
24 and 25.

In the meantime, Jesus said, his disci­
ples were to ‘pay back to Caesar the things

that are Caesar’s and pay back to God the 
things that are God’s.’ The Christian apos­
tle Paul also said: “Everybody must obey 
the civil authorities that are over him.” 
Of course, if the “civil authorities” told 
Christians to do something that God said 
is wrong, then true Christians would “obey 
God as ruler rather than men.” (Matt. 22: 
21; Rom. 13:1, C. B. Williams’ Translation 
in the Language of the People; Acts 5:29) 
But ‘obeying the civil authorities’ would 
not allow a Christian to be a revolutionary, 
would it?

The Biblical viewpoint is supported by 
the clear statement in the book Church 
and State in Scripture History and Con­
stitutional Law by James E. Wood, Jr., 
E. Bruce Thompson, and Robert T. Miller 
(1958): “Jesus was no political revolu­
tionary and steadfastly refused to become 
involved in political revolution, preferring 
death to insurrection . . . Paul’s extant 
writings contain no direct attack on the 
imperial government of Rome.”

Just think: the results of the clergy’s 
involvement in politics seem deplorable 
to humans. Imagine how disgusting they 
must look to God, whom the clergy claim 
to represent. We may be glad, as the Bible 
tells us, that all such false religion will 
soon be destroyed forever by God. On the 
other hand, true worship will endure. 
—Matt. 7:15-20; Revelation chapters 17 
and 18.

Jehovah’s witnesses are known interna­
tionally as neutrals toward this world’s af­
fairs. They really believe Jesus’ words: 
“My kingdom is no part of this world.” 
(John 18:36) Do you?

Would you like to have a hand right 
now in assisting those who are down­
trodden—but doing so in a way that God 
approves and that really works?

If so, visit a Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
witnesses and learn about those Christians 
who are in truth “ no part of this world.”
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WHERE did I 
come from?

Why am I here?
What purpose 
really is there in 
life? I wondered 
deeply about such 
questions. And 
somehow a saying
had stuck in my mind that encouraged my 
search, “Keep on seeking, and you will 
find.”

In an attempt to find answers I began 
taking psychedelic drugs, to open my mind 
and gain insight. I also delved into Eastern 
religions. Such studies convinced me that 
we have an immortal soul that survives 
the death of the physical body.

Accepting this belief, I found logical the 
teaching of certain religions, that we 
have lived before as other people. Our 
souls, according to this teaching, have ex­
perienced a series of reincarnations. I 
wanted to know about my past, and I was 
led to believe that the use of “mind­
expanding” LSD could help me to inves­
tigate.

After taking the drugs, I would be drawn 
to a mirror where I peered for long pe­
riods of time into the pupils of my eyes. 
Under the influence of the drugs, the pu­
pils would increase in size to almost the 
size of the iris. After many minutes of 
intense observation, I began to hallucinate 
and see what I believed were previous in­
carnations of myself. For instance, I saw

myself as an evil warlord and an egocen­
tric dictator who were responsible for the 
deaths of thousands of people.

Once while observing such an evil per­
son in the mirror, I heard a voice saying: 
“You’ll have to suffer for these evils that 
you have done!”  It was terrifying.

As a result, I felt I was destined to suf­
fer and die, and then suffer again and 

again in successive 
reincarnations. I 
wished it could be 
avoided! But how 
could I deny what 
I had seen and heard 
when peering into 
the mirror? Other 
persons I knew were 
also led to believe in 

reincarnation by such experiences, for, as 
they say, “seeing is believing.”

I felt myself in a terrible dilemma, with 
no way out. Yet I kept searching, traveling 
to distant places and consulting reputedly 
wise men. Eventually, deeply depressed, I 
attempted to kill myself.

Then something occurred to change my 
outlook. Despair turned to hope. Why? De­
tails of my search for the purpose of life 
may help you to understand.

Looking for Something 
I was bom in Edmonton, a good-sized 

city in western Canada. My parents seldom 
went to church. And the few times I went 
proved disappointing. Even as a youngster 
I wondered about the purpose of life, but 
the church failed to provide the answers.

I left high school in grade eleven, and 
opened up a small porcelain-repair busi­
ness. I was just sixteen at the time, but 
I enjoyed considerable financial success. 
However, in less than a year I became dis­
satisfied and began looking elsewhere.
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Hippies seemed to have something new, 
and they were springing up all over in the 
1960’s. So I decided to “drop out” of the 
establishment, and get involved in some­
thing “meaningful.” In a short time I 
changed into a long-haired hippie. Psyche­
delic drugs became a major part of my life.

After taking LSD and using marijuana 
for a few months I became convinced that 
a “high” society, a society in which every­
one was under the influence of psychedelic 
drugs, was the solution to man’s problems. 
To me, the hippies were the “love” chil­
dren—full of peace and happiness.

Since I thought psychedelic drugs were 
a panacea, I began supplying drugs to oth­
ers. Also, I vowed to deal only in psyche­
delic drugs, which affect the mind, and not 
in hard drugs that addict the body. Psy­
chedelic drugs, I thought, could help a per­
son to gain enlightenment.

With the money that I had made in the 
porcelain-repair business, I bought large 
quantities of drugs. Realizing that what 
I was doing was illegal and could cost me 
many years in prison, I took no chances. 
I hired conservative-looking girls to trans­
port the drugs for me, and I made it a 
policy not to handle the drugs directly. 
Soon I was making about $2,000 a week.

Money was not my goal, however. I was 
really interested in becoming enlightened 
as to the purpose of life, but drugs did not 
seem to be helping me.

Search in Eastern Religions 
I started to investigate Eastern religions, 

spending entire days reading about occult­
ism, astrology, palmistry, I Ching, Bud­
dhism and other Eastern thoughts.

Convinced by these studies that the soul 
survives death, I took a dose of LSD seven 
times as potent as the regular dose, with 
the hope of peering into my past. It was 
then that I saw the visions that I consid­
ered to be scenes from previous lives and 
heard the voice saying that I had been a 
vicious killer.

This horrifying experience marked a 
turning point in my life. From this time 
onward I felt uneasy with myself. I could 
not understand why I had been so wicked. 
To comprehend this, I decided to get a 
guru who could teach me the deeper things 
in life.

Pilgrimages to Distant Places 
Early in 19701 shaved my head and took 

a flight to India. The first place I went to 
was Bodh (Buddh) Gaya, where Buddha 
supposedly attained enlightenment. Here 
I met a French Hindu named John, who 
was deeply engrossed in Eastern thought. 
He became my first guru.

Together we traveled on pilgrimages to 
Srinagar, Benares, Katmandu and many 
other places. John taught me a basic

8 AWAKE! — NOVEMBER 1974



knowledge of the Hindu faith. I changed 
my way of life and appearance. I lived 
now like millions of Indians, and dressed 
in Eastern garb. We would often meet 
sadhus and yogis on our travels, and while 
we listened to their stories we would smoke 
marijuana together.

After traveling together for four months 
John decided that I should progress by 
getting a more knowledgeable guru. How­
ever, I was not satisfied with the Hindu 
faith. So I went to Dharmsala, where the 
Tibetan Dalai Lama and High Lamas re­
sided.

Here was a monastery where other 
Westerners were studying Tibetan Bud­
dhism. I decided to join them. However, 
I was struck with a severe case of dysen­
tery. So I changed my plans and set course 
for Europe to receive better medical ser­
vices.

Arriving in Greece, I was admitted to 
a hospital. I weighed only a hundred 
pounds and was in terrible shape. But soon 
I recovered and from there I traveled to 
Holland.

Deeper Involvement with Spiritism
Once I left India, I thought that my days 

of dabbling in spiritism were over. But I 
was wrong. In Holland I met an Indonesian 
man who had supernatural powers. He told 
me he was a guru, and I accepted him as 
my teacher. Through him the spirits 
worked amazing feats, such as mind read­
ing, precognition, telepathy and hypno­
tism. Soon I totally believed whatever he 
told me, because he appeared so wise. I 
was convinced that spirits really exist 
since I could see evidence of their power.

My guru offered these powers to me, 
saying that he had connections with the 
spirit realm. But I had not been searching 
for power. Rather, I wanted to know the 
purpose of life. I told him that I must first 
find this out.

Hare Krishna worshipers 
chanting the mantra (prayer)

However, he was not pleased and tried 
to discourage me. He reminded me of what 
I had seen in the mirror a few years before 
while under the influence of LSD. He said 
that now, in this life, I would have to reap 
all the evil that I had sown in past in­
carnations. He embedded this thought so 
deeply in my heart that I could not forget 
it. I felt haunted by spirits and was in a 
state of terror and utter confusion.

Early in 19711 left this guru and joined 
the Hare Krishna Temple in Amsterdam, 
shaving my head for the second time. 
Every day I studied the Bhagavad Gita 
and chanted the Hare Krishna mantra 
(prayer) for a few hours with the hope 
that this chanting would purify my soul 
and provide relief from the spirits. But, in­
stead, they intensified their haunting of 
me. At times I begged only to die and 
never be born again—to become nothing.

All my searching seemed in vain. A 
great many of these Krishna worshipers 
were self-seeking and selfish, offering me 
little consolation and comfort. So, finally, 
in the spring of 1971 I decided to return 
to Canada.
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No Relief at Home
Arriving home, I was overjoyed to see 

my family again. But to them I appeared 
very strange. I saw my brother for the 
first time in a year. He, too, had changed 
greatly.

Before I left for India I had told him 
about reincarnation, and in the meantime 
he had delved deeply into such studies. In 
fact, he now believed that he had been 
an angel in his former life, and in his pres­
ent incarnation had come down to earth 
to help mankind with world problems. He 
received these “revelations” while under 
the influence of LSD.

I still felt haunted by spirits. They tor­
mented me to the point that I thought I 
was losing my sanity. I was terrified. Des­
perately, I kept searching for a way out. 
As my depression grew, I never smiled or 
had a happy moment for weeks. Finally, 
I made several attempts to commit suicide.

About this time I came in contact with 
Dale, who had also gone through the drug 
experience and was involved with spirit 
powers. We were living together in Ed­
monton when something occurred that 
pointed me toward the answers I was seek­
ing.

A Basis for Hope
It happened one morning in June 1971. 

Dale and I had been smoking marijuana, 
when a middle-aged lady called at our 
door. She was quite brief because, I think, 
she must have smelled the drugs. She 
spoke about God and that it was his loving 
purpose to establish a kingdom for the 
blessing of mankind. It was not so much 
what she said that impressed me as her 
sincere attitude, her obvious desire to help 
me. She offered the Watchtower and 
Awake! magazines for ten cents, and I ac­
cepted them.

Impressed by her sincerity, I began read­
ing one of the magazines. Slowly a won­

derful feeling came over me; I started to 
feel relief. Why? Because for the first time 
I began to believe there was hope.

The magazine spoke of God’s kingdom, 
which the lady had mentioned. It showed 
that under the rule of the Kingdom there 
would be no human suffering. But what 
really impressed me was the indication giv­
en that all persons could have opportunity 
to attain to the blessings of God’s kingdom, 
regardless of the wrongs they had done 
in the past.

What a wonderful thought that was to 
me! It meant, as I understood it, that the 
loving Creator would not hold against me 
the terrible things that I thought I had 
done in previous lives. You cannot imagine 
my relief! I was determined to investigate 
further.

On the back of one of the magazines was 
an advertisement for the book The Truth 
That Leads to Eternal Life. I filled out the 
coupon and was ready to mail it. But be­
fore I did I learned from the people down­
stairs that they had obtained the very 
book I was about to order and that I could 
have it. As I began reading, every chapter 
strengthened my hope and relieved anx­
iety, especially chapters five and seven, 
“Where Are the Dead?” and “Are There 
Wicked Spirits?”

From the teaching of the churches, as 
well as Eastern religions, I was convinced 
that death was only a separation of the 
soul from the body, and that the soul was 
released by death to take up life in some 
other living thing. But the Bible did not 
say that. I obtained a copy and checked 
for myself.

It says, for example, at Ecclesiastes 9: 
5,10: “For the living know that they shall 
die: but the dead know not any thing . . . 
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might; for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whither thou goest.”  (
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Version) But does not the soul survive to 
carry on a person’s conscious existence? 
Not according to the Bible. I was referred 
to many scriptures similar to the one at 
Ezekiel 18:4, which says: “ The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.”

If this is true, I concluded, a person 
could not have had past lives. So this 
meant that I could not have committed 
those horrible deeds that the voices said 
I had! And, therefore, I did not have to 
pay for those deeds! But what, then, was 
the source of the voices and the super­
natural powers some persons exercise?

Source o f Mankind’s Troubles
I, of course, believed that spirit crea­

tures exist. I felt that some were bad but 
that most were good spirits that look after 
the affairs of earth. But now, from read­
ing the chapter “Are There Wicked Spir­
its?” I realized that there are many wicked 
spirit creatures, or demons. Also, I learned 
that the wicked spirit person, Satan the 
Devil, is identified in the Bible as “the 
ruler of this world,” as well as “ the god 
of this system of things” who is blinding 
the minds of people. This helped me to 
begin making sense of things.—John 12: 
31; 14:30; 16:11; 2 Cor. 4:4.

The voices I heard, as well as the super­
natural powers certain acquaintances exer­
cised, clearly originated with the demons. 
I started to discern that these wicked 
spirits had been blinding me, and even 
trying to drive me to self-destruction. It 
also began to become clear to me that they 
were not good spirits, but Satan and his 
demons who are controlling the world of 
mankind.—1 John 5:19.

As understanding of these things set in, 
it was as if heavy weights were lifted 
from my mind and heart. I quit taking 
drugs and destroyed all my books dealing 
with occultism and began to study only the 
Bible.—Acts 19:19.

Finding God and His People
A few days later some of us moved 

away from Edmonton to a forest area near 
Hinton, where we built a log cabin. Here in 
these peaceful surroundings in the wood­
ed foothills of the Rocky Mountains, I ab­
sorbed myself in reading the Bible as well 
as rereading the book The Truth That 
Leads to Eternal Life.

Now I realized I was coming to know the 
true God. For the first time I prayed to 
him by his name Jehovah. (Ps. 83:18) 
Several times a day I prayed, asking Jeho­
vah for more understanding of the truth 
concerning life and its purpose. I began to 
appreciate that the very purpose of life 
should be to serve our Creator. But how?

I noted that the Truth book pointed to 
the need for association with God’s people. 
And the book said that these people are 
the Christian witnesses of Jehovah, pro­
viding a number of reasons for claiming 
this. Dale observed that Jehovah’s witness­
es often offered magazines on street cor­
ners in Edmonton. So the next morning we 
were on our way to find them.

Locating an elderly Witness on the 
street, we learned from him the address of 
the Kingdom Hall, where Jehovah’s wit­
nesses hold their meetings. The following 
day we attended the meeting. I could not 
help but be impressed by the genuine in­
terest the Witnesses had in us. They sure­
ly did manifest the love that Jesus said 
would identify his true followers.—John 
13:35.

One of the Witnesses offered to study 
the Bible with me free of charge on a 
regular basis. Gladly I accepted.

Fulfilling the Purpose o f Life
In these studies I soon saw how I could 

serve God. It is simply by doing out of a 
willing heart what God says. For instance, 
his Word the Bible urges: “ Become kind 
to one another, tenderly compassionate,
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freely forgiving one another . . . and go 
on walking in love.”  (Eph. 4:32-5:2) Now, 
would not life on earth be grand if every­
one made it his purpose to do this?

Obviously it would. Many of us hippies 
had also been urging people to love one an­
other, but something basic was missing in 
our concept. What was that? Practicing 
what Jesus pointed to as the principal re­
quirement of God’s Word, namely: “You 
must love Jehovah your God with your 
whole heart and with your whole soul and 
with your whole mind and with your whole 
strength.”—Mark 12:30.

Yes, we had left out love of God. Yet 
this should come first in a person’s life. 
And proof that it really does is shown 
when a person obeys God’s laws. (1 John 
5:3) But we hippies did not do this; in 
fact, most of us never knew what the laws 
of God were. And so we commonly prac­
ticed things that God condemns in the 
Bible.—1 Thess. 4:3-5.

However, I also came to appreciate that 
more is involved in serving God than sim­
ply refraining from breaking God’s moral 
requirements. I learned that a world 
change is at hand, necessitating special 
service to God. The time has arrived for 
God to fulfill his purpose to destroy Satan 
and this entire wicked system of things, 
as the Bible foretells: “The God of heaven 
will set up a kingdom that will never be 
brought to ruin. And the kingdom itself

•  The Appeal of .

•  What the Poor Nations
Are Saying.

•  Our Amazing Mind.

— In the next issue.

. . .  will crush and put an end to all these 
kingdoms, and it itself will stand to times 
indefinite.”—Dan. 2:44.

We hippies had seen a need for such a 
change. And now I was delighted to learn 
that God did too! But God’s crushing of 
all present-day governments must be an­
nounced. That is why Jesus said: “This 
good news of the kingdom will be preached 
in all the inhabited earth for a witness to 
all the nations; and then the end [of this 
system] will come.”—Matt. 24:14.

But who will do the special work of 
preaching this message? Why, those who 
have found the true purpose of life! I 
quickly saw this, and so right away began 
sharing in the Kingdom-preaching with Je­
hovah’s witnesses. In time I dedicated my 
life to serve Jehovah, and in August 1972, 
along with my friend Dale, symbolized my 
dedication by being baptized in water.

Many young persons were in the habit of 
coming to our house. So Dale and I would 
invite them to the congregation meetings. 
Sometimes a dozen or so would come along 
with us to the Kingdom Hall. Eventually 
most of them quit coming, but others con­
tinued to respond to the Kingdom message. 
Among these were my brother and sister. 
They have since both been baptized, and 
they are now serving as regular full-time 
preachers of the Kingdom good news.

Many times over the years people would 
tell me that I should not be so concerned 
with the meaning and purpose of life, but 
that I should just live it. However, rather 
than listen to them, I would remember the 
words, “Keep on seeking, and you will 
find.” By heeding this sound advice, not 
only have I come to realize true happiness, 
but I have had the privilege of helping 
others to appreciate the purpose of life 
and thus to realize the blessings this brings. 
—Contributed.
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By “Awake!” correspondent in Ireland

PEOPLE unaccustomed to city life often 
question the sanity of those who choose 

to live there. They are awed by these vast 
complexes of concrete, steel and glass. 
They stand aghast at the sheer bedlam of 
activity of the great masses of humanity 
herded together in these places.

Have you ever stopped to consider how 
and why these cities grew? If you pause 
in the center of any large city, especially 
at the peak of the rush hour, you cannot 
help but wonder from where it all came. 
Wearied pedestrians fight with vehicles 
that are pouring pollutants into streets 
jammed with traffic. The noise level be­
comes nearly intolerable.

Besides wondering from where cities 
came, one cannot help but consider: Just 
how real is the danger that city life may 
break down? With such masses of people 
living and working together in such con­
gested spaces, there is, without a doubt, 
a tremendous need for great cooperation 
to keep things working smoothly. But just 
how short is the step from cooperation to 
confusion?

First, let us take a brief look at some 
of the factors that have contributed to the 
development of cities in different locations.

A glimpse of the past can help us to appre­
ciate just how different life is today.

What Accounts for the Cities?
Some cities have just “grown naturally” 

as a result of geographic and strategic fac­
tors. Others have been “forced along” to 
satisfy, say, industrial or political interests.

For instance, here in Ireland, Dublin 
just grew. Its history stretches back to the 
invasions by the Norsemen and beyond, 
while Belfast is a comparative newcomer 
to the city status.

Dublin’s growth came from its strategic 
position on the river Liffey. Succeeding 
conquerors of Ireland recognized the pos­
sibilities of the location and so the city 
expanded under the influence of the Norse­
men, the Normans and the English. Each 
group left their mark on the city.

In contrast, Belfast is very much the 
result of modern-day industrial develop­
ment. It was not until the close of the 
eighteenth century that it began to grow 
to its present stature. Up to that point it 
was, according to one historian, “ still a 
small, dirty, crowded town on the west 
bank of the river Lagan.” Its growth from 
a small group of habitations to the dense-
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ly populated industrial center it is today 
was almost entirely a result of the growth 
o f the linen and shipbuilding industries in 
this area.

Around these industries evolved the com­
mercial houses, the stately homes, the 
shops and offices, the accommodations for 
the vast working population that gravitat­
ed here, and all the other paraphernalia 
that goes to make up a modern city.

Thus these massive concentrations of 
buildings and people we call cities expand­
ed, often in a way that produced many 
shades of grime rather than the beautiful 
results of the Creator’s handiwork seen in 
the rest of the country. In sheer complex­
ity today they stagger the imagination.

Complexity of Cities Today
Just stop and consider what the devel­

opments of history have produced. Layers 
upon layers of interrelated avenues of hu­
man activities. Great networks of roads 
connect the diverse enterprises. Multitudes 
of hidden pipes, cables, tubes and conduits 
serve to bring the essential power to keep 
everything functioning and to carry away 
the incredible amount of waste produced.

Think of all the various services that 
must work together to maintain city life 
with any degree of harmony—power sup­
plies, commodity supplies, transportation 
services, communication services, water 
supplies, sewage disposal, health services, 
roads, housing, and so on and so forth.

We are inclined to accept these things 
as facts of life, as if they had always been 
there. But not so long ago many of these 
things just did not exist.

It has taken an immense amount of la­
bor to produce the cities of today, not to 
mention the planning and preparation of 
countless designers and farsighted authori­
ties. But the very nature of these cities

makes them susceptible to sabotage and 
chaotic breakdown.

This was demonstrated recently when 
certain sections of the community in Bel­
fast withdrew their labor to give active 
protest against certain political develop­
ments. A look at what happened, quickly 
illustrates how easily a modern-day city 
can grind to a halt.

Breakdown of City Life
Wednesday, May 15, saw the beginning. 

After a long period of general unrest over 
political events, a general strike was de­
clared. Very rapidly the industrial life of 
the city died.

One of the first actions by the strikers 
was a cutback of electricity supplies. They 
declared that only enough electricity 
would be generated to supply essential ser­
vices, such as hospitals. A city without 
power supplies is like a body without life. 
So many modern-day conveniences depend 
absolutely on this power source. Now, in­
stead of a regular electricity supply, con­
sumers were getting three or four hours 
on and then being cut off for long periods, 
without warning or advance notice.

Those living in the ultramodern, recent­
ly developed housing estates often found 
themselves with absolutely no form of 
heating, lighting or cooking facilities. In­
valids and sick persons were put at grave 
risk, not to mention those who had to 
climb what must have seemed like endless 
stairs to get to their homes in multistory 
flats!

Hospitals were placed in difficult circum­
stances as the power situation worsened. 
Often they had to rely on emergency gen­
erators. This was not the easiest of situ­
ations with which to cope in the middle 
of a delicate and possibly lifesaving oper­
ation. Even such things as maintaining an 
adequate supply of clean linen can present
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very real problems when laundry facilities 
are curtailed.

Traffic flow, always a headache to city 
planners and administrators, became cha­
otic. Traffic lights failed sporadically in 
various parts of the city.

The commercial life of the city was bad­
ly affected. Those who traveled to work 
each day in the city’s center found it in­
creasingly difficult to get to work. Pro­
testers set up road blocks, thus preventing 
freedom of movement throughout the city. 
City bus services were suspended after 
some of their vehicles had been hijacked 
and used to form barricades. Private ve­
hicles were stopped and checked as pro­
testers dissuaded from going to work any 
who might have wished to do so.

Those who did finally manage to make 
their way to work found conditions almost 
impossible. Offices were without power for 
all their equipment. Shops had only emer­
gency lighting in the way of candles or 
bottled-gas lights. These conditions were 
a shoplifter’s delight.

Food supplies, of course, were consid­
ered “essential” by the protesters, but 
these also were affected as distribution was 
disrupted by the generally chaotic condi­
tions. Milk supplies, for instance, were er­
ratic for some time after several delivery 
vehicles were hijacked and robbed. Sup­
plies of many fresh foods were limited as 
cargoes piled up at the docks.

Those retailers with refrigerated units 
found themselves in great difficulties as 
power supplies became increasingly unde­
pendable. Supermarkets were forced to 
sell much of their perishable goods at half 
price. Children in some areas were de­
lighted to find that their local sweetshops 
were giving away melting ice-lollipops.

Of course, without power for home re­
frigerators, it was impossible to stock food

there, unless one had a gas-powered re­
frigerator, in which case one was all right 
for the moment. This led to panic buying 
of canned and nonperishable goods, and 
this only added to the confusion.

Supplies of bottled gas very quickly 
dried up as householders tried to arrange 
some form of emergency cooking and 
lighting equipment. Candles became as 
scarce as rain in a drought-stricken land.

When, eventually, gas supplies also were 
cut off, troubles increased. Dropping gas 
pressure to homes also produced the dan­
ger of explosion because of the possibility 
of air and gas mixing in the pipes, pro­
ducing a highly explosive mixture.

Petrol stations had to ration supplies 
and motorists were forced to line up for 
hours to fill their tanks. With devastating 
effect the strikers shut down the bulk of 
petrol retailers and began to issue passes 
for petrol to those whom they considered 
“essential” travelers. Slowly but surely, as 
existing supplies were used up, all traffic 
movement in the city ceased, to all intents 
and purposes.

Besides the ever-growing threat to 
health caused by the uncollected refuse 
from thousands of homes, a further dan­
ger arose. Workers threatened to cease 
pumping operations at the sewage-disposal 
works. With much of Belfast built on low- 
lying areas, this presented the prospect of 
untreated sewage backing up the drains 
and sewers onto the streets.

The overall effect of this strike proved 
too drastic for the authorities to cope 
with. After fourteen days of increasing 
chaos they gave in to the demands of the 
protesters.

Belfast was pulled back from the very 
brink of absolute disaster. One day it was 
a busy, industrious city; and then it took 
that short step toward becoming a stricken 
thing fighting for survival.
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M o w  S & U o a 4  A / t e

IN THE past, little thought was given to 
the limits of our earth’s resources. Its 

wealth of raw materials was largely taken 
for granted. So for centuries its minerals, 
fossil fuels and other supplies have been 
exploited as though they were unlimited.

Today the story is different. No longer 
is the earth considered a source of never- 
ending material wealth.

Promoting Growth
Until recently, most economists accepted 

the ideas promoted by Britain’s John 
Maynard Keynes. His view was that eco­
nomic problems, including depressions and 
unemployment, could be remedied by en­
couraging mass consumption of goods, 
even if people, businesses and governments 
had to go into debt to do so.

It was thought that the continual in­
crease of demand for goods would require 
more production, hence more factories, 
jobs and income for all—thus “prosperity.” 
And for decades now, this has been the 
general policy followed in Western eco­
nomic life.

But it has finally become apparent 
that there might be something drastically 
wrong with the idea of constant growth, 
aside from the fact that mounting debts 
could become an intolerable burden. What 
brought the matter to a head more quickly 
than anticipated was that the world’s pop­
ulation began to “ explode.” This was due

to a continued high birth rate and a new, 
dramatic decrease in the infant death rate 
through better disease prevention.

Especially after World War II, world 
population began to grow faster than ever 
before. Now there are nearly four billion 
people on earth, and almost 80 million are 
being added each year. At this rate, popu­
lation would double in just thirty-five 
years. It appears to world leaders that the 
earth cannot indefinitely support such an 
“exploding” population.

Running Out?
Does this mean that the earth is running 

out of resources? No, not really. At least 
not now. The main problem is the way 
human society is presently constituted, 
with its emphasis on more and more indus­
trialization.

A mining executive noted in Vital 
Speeches: “Since mineral resources are 
non-renewable, undeniably at some future 
date exhaustion of economic resources will 
occur—but that day seems quite distant. 
The shortages experienced in the last 15 
months have not been caused by lack of 
available reserves.”

But while there are ample reserves still 
in the earth, getting sufficient quantities 
to the nations that need them, quickly 
enough and cheaply enough, is something 
else. What makes the matter critical for 
western Europe, Japan and even the Unit-
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ed States is that now the best reserves 
of most minerals and energy sources they 
need are not found within the borders of 
these countries. And the reserves they do 
have are not enough, and are being used 
up faster and faster because of the enor­
mous appetites these nations have. Thus, 
these nations are suffering a serious and 
growing shortage of raw materials.

Gigantic Demand
Formerly, when the human family lived 

a largely agricultural life, the demand on 
earth’s resources was very small. But with 
the coming of the industrial age several 
centuries ago, demand for raw materials 
grew at a tremendous pace.

Industrial societies need factories, of­
fices, apartment buildings, power plants, 
machines, transportation, energy. These 
things cannot be built without steel, alumi­
num, copper, concrete and other materials. 
And industrial civilization is fueled chiefly 
by petroleum.

In the industrial lands of western Eu­
rope, Japan and North America, the de­
mand for all such resources has been grow­
ing several times as fast as their rate of 
population growth. But this growth in de­
mand is getting another push—from the 
exploding populations in what is called the 
“underdeveloped” world.

People in these poorer lands also want 
the machines and other material goods 
that they see in the industrial nations. And 
their leaders are pushing those countries 
into the industrial age as fast as they can. 
An example of how much this can increase 
demand for all sorts of goods can be seen 
from just one item involving an industri­
alized land, as noted in the book Introduc­
tion to Geology: “ The consumption of iron 
in the United States increased some twenty 
times while the population of the country 
doubled.”

Yes, when a nation becomes highly in­
dustrialized, its appetite for raw materials 
increases all out of proportion to its popu­
lation increase. And in the poorer coun­
tries, there are billions of people demand­
ing the goods turned out by industry. As 
ecologists Paul Ehrlich and Dennis Pirages 
state in their book Ark II: “This crisis of 
numbers is exacerbated by a worldwide
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W HOLESALE PRICE IN CREASES WITHIN 
THE UNITED STATES IN JUST ONE YEAR

COMMODITY M I D - 1 9 7 3 M I D - 1 9 7 4 IN CREASE
Newsprint, ton $ 1 6 9 . 0 0 $ 2 0 5 . 0 0 2 1  percent
Steel scrap,ton 5 3 . 0 0 1 4 5 . 0 0 1 7 4  percent
Sulphuric acid, ton 3 1 . 0 0 4 1 . 0 0 3 2  percent
Tin, lb. 2 . 1 8 4 . 4 9 1 0 6  percent
Copper, lb. . 6 0 . 8 6 4 3  percent
Aluminum ingot, lb. . 2 5 . 3 3 3 2  percent
Zinc, lb. . 2 1 . 3 5 6 7  percent
Gasoline, gal. . 1 4 . 2 8 1 0 0  percent

. F u e l  oil, gal. . 1 1 . 2 3 1 0 9  percent .

revolution of rising ^  
expectations. Material­
ism has become a uni­
versal religion. Con­
tinued increases in 
production of artifacts 
are regarded as a ne­
cessity by almost ev­
eryone.”

Thus, the overall 
population explosion 
in the world, plus the 
insatiable demand of 
the already industrial­
ized nations, and now 
the growing expecta­
tions of poorer nations all add severe 
strains on the availability of earth’s re­
sources. How severe is noted by political 
scientist William Ophuls in Harper’s maga­
zine:

“ To accom m odate world population  
growth, we must, In roughly the next thirty 
years, build houses, hospitals, ports, facto­
ries, bridges, and every other kind of fa­
cility in numbers that almost equal all 
the construction work done by the human 
race up to now. . . .

“Problems now develop so rapidly that 
they must be foreseen well in advance. 
Otherwise, our 'solutions’ will be too little 
and too late. . . .

“Only the most exquisite care will prevent 
the collapse of the technological society on 
which we all depend.”

The strain was clearly visible in 1973 
and early 1974. Then, due to generally 
“ booming” economies throughout the 
world, demand for goods rose swiftly. 
Governments had borrowed and pumped 
more and more money into their economies 
to sustain this prosperity. But while de­
mand suddenly rose, newer factories and 
mines were not being built fast enough. 
Inventories were exhausted in a short time. 
A typical example was that of copper, 
which had an average production growth 
of about 4 percent a year since the early

1950’s. But in 1973 demand for copper in 
the Western world increased by more than 
10 percent. Thus, demand for goods out­
stripped the ability to produce them, which 
also helped to bring about rampant in­
flation.

With inflation, the cost of borrowing 
money rose swiftly. This made it more 
costly to build newer production facilities. 
As U.S. News & World Report observed: 
“In one industry after another, shortages 
of materials and capacity are intensified 
by what is, perhaps, the most critical short­
age of all—money. . . . Industry is hard 
pressed to find ways to pay for the manu­
facturing capacity to keep up with de­
mand.”

Prices—Up, Up, Up
Prices, of course, fluctuate. Sometimes 

they go lower, especially when there is a 
surplus of certain goods. But the steady 
increase in demand year by year, the grow­
ing shortages, and competition for earth's 
resources have put a generally upward 
pressure on prices. Examples of this can 
be noted in the accompanying chart of 
sample wholesale price increases.

But there is another reason that prices 
of metals and other materials have gone 
up. The “ underdeveloped” lands that have
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the raw materials want more money for 
their products so they can buy the items 
they want from the industrial lands. The 
example of a fourfold increase in the price 
of petroleum is fresh on the minds of all 
nations. And this is also true of other com­
modities.

For instance, Jamaica and a few other 
lands, such as Guinea, Guyana and Suri­
nam, have rich deposits of bauxite, the 
basic ore for making aluminum. Their 
prices have been rising significantly. Cop­
per faces the same future, since Chile, 
Peru, Zambia and Zaire supply most of the 
world’s exportable surplus. The same is 
true of tin, since about 70 percent of the 
exports come chiefly from Bolivia, Malay­
sia and Thailand. Many other basic com­
modities follow the same pattern.

Dependent on Imports
Few people in the industrial societies 

fully realize the growing degree to which 
their way of life depends on imports. Many 
of these imports are needed because short­
ages exist within a country and the prod­
uct must be obtained elsewhere.

For example, the Netherlands imports 
most of its protein foods, all its cotton, and 
about 80 percent of its wool. It also im­
ports all its antimony, bauxite, copper, 
gold, iron ore, nickel, phosphate and pot­
ash fertilizers, tin, zinc and many other 
commodities, including oil. Other Europe­
an nations are in a similar situation.

Regarding oil, most of western Europe 
is totally dependent on oil imports, pro­
ducing very little of its own. The oil em­
bargo in late 1973 revealed how fragile 
the prosperity of these nations is. Inter­
ruption of oil imports could destroy their 
way of life in short order.

Japan is often looked to as an example 
of material progress. But it has been ac­
complished largely with the resources of 
other nations. In addition to importing

much of its food supply, Japan imports 
most of the raw materials used in its in­
dustry. This includes 92 percent of its iron 
ore, 59 percent of its coking and bitumi­
nous coal, all its bauxite ore, 84 percent 
of its copper, and 99.7 percent of its pe­
troleum. Yes, Japan’s “prosperity” too is 
built on a fragile foundation.

United States Imports More
The United States is regarded as the 

most productive nation on earth. Yet its 
predicament is now much the same as that 
of Japan and western European industrial 
lands. Hence, U.S. News & World Report 
stated:

“America— blessed in the beginning with 
a wealth of natural resources— is becoming 
a ‘have not’ nation.

“Hard facts show the U.S. is leaning more 
and more on other countries for the raw 
materials that are so vital to its status 
as the world’s most prosperous land. These 
materials, Americans are being told, will 
not be easy to come by in the future.”

Many of the “easiest” sources of raw 
materials in the United States already 
have been exploited. For instance, the rich 
iron deposits of the Mesabi Range in Min­
nesota are largely exhausted. Lower-grade 
ores are more expensive to mine. The “eas­
iest” petroleum fields already have been 
tapped. That is why offshore oil drilling 
is expanding. Also, oil wells on land are 
being drilled deeper and deeper. And oil 
from Alaska will come in by pipeline. Even 
now the country imports about a third of 
the petroleum products it uses.

Also, the United States now depends on 
other nations for nearly a third of all the 
minerals considered essential to its indus­
try. It is felt that by 1985 this dependence 
would rise to one half. The cost? In 1970 
production of minerals within the United 
States fell nearly 9 billion dollars short 
of its requirements. And a government of­
ficial estimates that this deficit will reach
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31 billion dollars by 1985, and 64 billion 
by the year 2000. All that must be made 
up by imports. And these estimates were 
made before the rampant inflation of pric­
es in 1973 and 1974!

The United States also has a huge ap­
petite for fresh water. Industry consumes 
enormous amounts, about 100,000 gallons 
being needed to manufacture just one au­
tomobile. At the present rate of usage, 
it is estimated that in only 25 years the 
country will need about 250 billion gallons 
of fresh water each day for production and 
another 450 billion gallons to carry off 
wastes. Yet, the present dependable flow 
of surface water is only an estimated 100 
to 125 billion gallons a day.

Is there any industrial nation on earth 
today largely self-sufficient in natural re­
sources? Yes. That nation is the Soviet 
Union, which still has incalculable material 
wealth to be tapped. And yet, its soil is not 
as rich as that of the United States, so the 
Soviets experience frequent crop setbacks 
and must import food.

Heading for a Change
The industrial nations, especially the 

highly developed ones of western Europe, 
Japan and the United States, have worked 
themselves into a trap. To sustain their 
present standard of living they now must 
import increasing amounts of the raw ma­
terials and energy sources they need. But 
the poorer nations that have these resourc­
es now demand more money for them.

The immediate result of this is that 
these industrial nations are going more 
and more into debt to pay for the things 
they need. Just the petroleum bill in the 
past year has staggered the economies of 
the entire Western world. Nation after na­
tion is going deep in debt to pay the higher 
petroleum costs. Thus, aside from the fact 
that it is getting harder and harder to 
obtain the raw materials and to produce 
the things that are demanded by people,

the financial situation of the industrial 
lands has become desperate.

Economists agree that it is not possible 
to continue in this way much longer. Some­
thing has to change. The deficits in the 
international balance of payments of these 
nations mean that soon a sharp readjust­
ment must take place. While borrowing 
billions from the now wealthy oil-producing 
lands helps to stave off disaster for a while, 
such borrowing cannot continue indefinite­
ly, since the sums needed are enormous. 
It could mean that these nations will sim­
ply no longer be able to afford all the im­
ports to keep up their way of life. That 
would mean a drastic revision in the stan­
dard of living of the people.

The capacity of people to readjust to a 
lower standard of living is questionable. 
A hint of things to come may be this item 
carried by the New York Times recently: 

“CAIRO, Aug 10 (Reuters)— Two people 
were killed and five injured in the rush to 
buy a piece of soap, which is scarce in 
Egypt these days, the newspaper Al-Ahram  
reported today.

“In a fight over the last piece of soap 
in a shop in Rozeik village, the grocer and 
his son were killed, the newspaper said.”

British historian Arnold Toynbee com­
ments that the industrial nations “are go­
ing to find themselves in a permanent 
state of siege, in which the material con­
ditions of life . . .  will become progressive­
ly more severe.”  He adds:

“Within each of the beleaguered ‘de­
veloped’ countries there will be a bitter 
struggle for the control of their diminished 
resources. . . .

“Consequently, in all ‘developed’ coun­
tries, a new way of life— a severely regi­
mented way— will have to be imposed by 
a ruthless authoritarian government.”

It is apparent to many observers that a 
huge readjustment in world affairs cannot 
be far off. The problems have become too 
critical. The authors of Ark II put it this 
way: “We know that the old system will 
not hold together much longer.”
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TDDAY there are all manner of “gaps” 
between people. There is the “gener­

ation gap” between old and young. There 
are gaps between parents and children, be­
tween schoolteachers and their students, 
between employers and employees and be­
tween religious leaders and their flocks.

What are the causes of these gaps? No 
doubt they are varied and many, but quite 
likely one of the main ones is failure on 
the part of both parties to communicate. 
This, in turn, is largely due to each party’s 
failing to listen to the other. So often per­
sons are thinking of something else while 
someone is talking to them, instead of pay­
ing attention to what is being said. Hus­
bands are prone to do this, especially if 
they have talkative wives.

Mastering the art of listening is particu­
larly important for parents, for school­
teachers, for men with responsibility in 
business and industry, and for all who 
would counsel persons with emotional 
problems.

What Is Listening?
Listening means really paying attention 

with both our mind and our heart, with 
both our ears and our understanding. “Pay 
attention” is an appropriate expression 
because doing so will cost you something. 
What? Especially time, but also self- 
interest, for you will have to put the in­
terests of another ahead of your own. In 
other words, it will require a measure of

;, wisdom on your part, also 
patience and self-control.

There might be said to be three basic 
kinds of listening. (1) Listening for infor­
mation, for facts and figures, for the 
thought content. (2) Also listening for 
emotional content, paying attention to the 
tone of voice and whether the speaker is 
happy or depressed, pleased or angry, 
proud or humble. The emotions manifest­
ed by the speaker, if noted, will go far 
toward throwing light on what is said. 
Empathy is all-important for this kind 
of listening. And (3) there is also the mat­
ter of listening for that which is not said. 
How can you do that? By noticing what 
is implied but not stated, what is left un­
said. What seems to be the purpose or mo­
tive behind what is said? A person may 
be inhibited from coming out directly with 
what is on his mind because of pride or 
shame, because of being too emotionally 
involved, or because of his concern not to 
offend a superior.

Listening to Children 
Both parents and schoolteachers have 

many opportunities to be helpful by listen-
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ing to their children or pupils. Thus school­
teachers have been told that “one of the 
most basic and useful competencies for a 
teacher to acquire is the art of listening.” 
And a school principal, who at the same 
time is a mother of four children, stated: 
“ Listening is the most effective tool I've 
found for helping my own children and 
my students to work out their own prob­
lems. You’d be amazed how beautifully 
they do when given half a chance.”

At times parents are keenly disappointed 
because of the wayward course taken by 
one or more of their children. They simply 
cannot understand it. But if they had been 
good listeners, they might have heard sig­
nals that warned that something was 
wrong. For example, they might have 
heard that the words of their children did 
not match their emotional content, that 
they were giving merely lip service to their 
parents’ wishes, that they were covering 
up a spirit of independence or rebellion.

Listening to children requires patience 
and tact and, above all, sympathy, em­
pathy and understanding. Is it wise to be­
gin censuring the child immediately if 
something has gone wrong or if he ex­
presses a wrong sentiment? The result 
may be that he will hide his feelings, and 
hidden feelings are more dangerous than 
those openly expressed, for then the lines 
of communication are severed.

Listen to the emotion behind the child’s 
words, whether of joy or anger, delight or 
defeat, and respond in a sympathetic man­
ner so the child realizes that you are lis­
tening. True, this takes time and patience, 
but wise parents realize that one of the 
most worthwhile investments of time is in 
listening to their children.

Do not only be willing to listen, but 
know how to encourage the child to speak, 
how to draw him out. Lean forward, give 
full attention, expect him to speak, encour­
age him with such expressions as, “Tell

me, what’s wrong?”  “ Yes?”  “And then 
what?” Tune in on his emotional wave­
length, as it were. And instead of imme­
diately telling wherein he erred or is mis­
taken, why not ask questions that will 
help him to see his mistake without your 
saying it? By proving yourself a parent 
that listens with understanding, with 
awareness, with tact, sensitivity and em­
pathy, you will be providing your child 
with the right kind of environment for 
growing up emotionally as a trusting and 
hopeful person.

Listening to Subordinates
The importance of good listening is also 

being driven home more and more to those 
who have positions of oversight in busi­
ness and industry. It is said that the aver­
age executive spends 40 percent of his time 
in listening and that he absorbs only 30 
percent of what he hears. Because of this 
there are business courses for such men 
where they are taught the art of listening.

In such courses men are taught to keep 
their minds on what is being said—a real 
problem because the mind can think so 
much faster than the mouth can speak. So 
they are counseled (1) constantly to ana­
lyze what is said; (2) to screen out the 
irrelevant; (3) to categorize the important 
points; (4) to weigh what is said against 
what they themselves know; (5) to look 
ahead to see where the speaker is going; 
(6) to listen for what is not said.

In addition to such listening, an execu­
tive or other overseer must listen for the 
emotional overtones. Moreover, because of 
the relationship between the two, between 
overseer and subordinate, he must listen 
carefully for what is implied but not said. 
He must appreciate that the subordinate 
may be diffident about coming right out 
with things. He may be fearful of giving 
offense, of losing his job, of making mat­
ters worse rather than improving them by
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what he says, and so be hesitant really to 
say what is on his mind. Here again, by 
paying attention sympathetically, and then 
posing tactful questions, an overseer can 
get at the bottom of the problem and how 
it may be solved.

Listening to the Disturbed 
Regarding those who counsel people 

with emotional problems, the question was 
asked: “ What single factor in a counselor 
is most important in helping troubled peo­
ple?” And what was the answer? 
paying attention,” that is, with eyes as 
well as ears. According to one of America’s 
leading psychiatrists, Dr. Karl Menninger, 
the benefits of listening are both diagnostic 
and therapeutic. That is, careful sympa­
thetic listening helps the counselor better 
to understand the problem, and it has a 
healing effect on the one needing help.

Listening is stressed so much because 
the human tendency is to want to talk 
right from the start. This may be due to 
self-confidence, to one’s success, position, 
education or experience. The Bible’s coun­
sel at James 1:19 is very fitting in such 
cases: “Be swift about hearing, slow about 
speaking, slow about wrath.”

Underscoring the importance of listen­
ing instead of talking on the part of those 
who would give counsel is the following 
true-life experience:

It was early one Sunday morning as a 
Christian minister was putting the final 
touches on a Bible talk he was to give later 
that day. Suddenly he was startled when 
an angry young man burst into his study 
without knocking and started telling him 
about his frustrations. He had spent the 
whole night mulling them over. Instead of 
encouraging the young man to keep on 
speaking and, by questions, enabling him 
to appreciate his problem, the minister at 
once offered what he felt was appropriate 
counsel, mostly of a reproving nature. The

young man left, but he returned shortly 
in an enraged state, sprung at the minister, 
trying to choke him. Fortunately some 
persons on the floor below heard the com­
motion, came to find out what it was all 
about and managed to subdue the young 
man.

Truly, if you are going to help someone 
who is disturbed, it is important to listen, 
and not only that but to get across to the 
troubled person that you are listening with 
interest and concern. Draw him out with 
questions, try to get at specifics by asking 
“For instance?” and other leading ques­
tions and by encouraging him to talk by 
such expressions as “Yes,”  and “uh-huh.” 
Do not be impatient and, in particular, do 
not be in a hurry to give reproof. Seeming­
ly the troubled person comes to you for 
counsel and help, but what he needs just 
as much or even more is an opportunity 
to be heard out by a sympathetic listener. 
This approach has helped even persons 
who have been in mental institutions and 
judged by the staffs to be hopelessly in­
sane to come back to soundness of mind.

Most appropriate is the inspired coun­
sel: “For everything there is an appointed 
time, even a time for every affair under 
the heavens: . . .  a time to keep quiet and 
a time to speak.” (Eccl. 3:1-7) When a 
child begs for interest, when a subordinate 
comes to you with a problem or a report, 
or when a troubled person comes to you 
for advice or counsel, have patience, ex­
ercise empathy, put yourself in the speak­
er’s shoes. Keep the words of Ecclesiastes 
in mind, first “keep quiet” and listen, then 
“speak.” Listen for information. Listen 
also for emotional overtones. And listen 
for what might be implied and yet not 
explicitly stated. As has been well observed, 
‘pay the golden coin of attention graciously 
and gladly, and dividends will come pour­
ing back to you’ in the satisfaction of hav­
ing truly done some good.

AW AKE! — NOVEMBER 1974 23



W W F E  HAVE many beautiful
W  and interesting things on our 

island,” said the Cheju islander confidently. 
A quick look around seemed to confirm 
what we were told.

On this island, located just ninety-three 
miles south-southwest of the southernmost 
tip of the Korean peninsula, doors are sel­
dom locked, and if a family leaves home 
for a while a stick is placed across the 
front gateposts, not to keep others out, 
but to show friends from a distance that 
no one is at home. Women often work 
secularly, leaving the men home to care 
for the children and to keep house. Tan­
gerines flourish along with semitropical 
plants on the southern seashore, yet just 
12 miles away, atop 6,597-foot-high Mount 
Halla, Arctic plants can be found.

Yes, Cheju Island has many interesting 
features, but, as the islander to whom we 
were speaking added, “ there are three 
things we have in great abundance—rocks, 
wind and women.”

“ Three Abundances”
The island appears to be one big rock 

covered by many smaller ones of varying 
sizes. Most of these rocks were formed 
when Mount Halla, in the very center of 
the island, was an active volcano and 
spewed boulders to all corners of the is­
land. Just to the west of Mount Halla is 
an unusual rock valley with over 500 
points of rock jutting straight up.

The second abundance, wind, is very 
much in evidence day and night. It blows 
hard and steady. “But,” explained a rosy-
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c h e e k e d  y o u n g  
woman, “we do not 
have the destruc­
tive typhoons that 
plague other islands 
in this area.” Also, 
our Korean host 
was quick to point 
out that Cheju wom­

en do not wear makeup. The rosy cheeks 
are “really real,” he emphasized, “caused 
by natural good health and the brisk wind.” 

Cheju Island does have another abun­
dance too—a disproportionately large num­
ber of women inhabitants. This is espe­
cially so in the middle-aged group. Why?

As far back as 500 years ago Cheju Is­
land was used as an island of exile for un­
wanted dissidents and intellectuals from 
the Korean mainland. These men were 
scholars who had never worked with their 
hands, and as nobles they refused to do 
any menial tasks. Thus slave girls were 
sent along with them, and since that early 
time the women have worked secularly 
while the men stayed at home and cared 
for the children. Since the Cheju women 
are always out working, they are more 
easily seen and appear to be many more 
in number than they really are. Further­
more, hundreds of Cheju men were mas­
sacred on April 3,1948. Many of them had 
taken sides with Communist North Korea 
after Korea was divided into two separate 
nations by the American and Russian forc­
es on August 15, 1945. The Communist- 
led Cheju men later fought with the South 
Korean National Police and many lost 
their lives, reducing the island’s male pop­
ulation.

World-Famous Women Divers 
Cheju Island is famous for its women 

divers or “sea women,” as they are called 
locally. These women support their fami­
lies by diving to the ocean floor for various 
salable items. These include abalone shells,
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sponges, scallops, sea slugs and seaweed. 
At times they even bring back squid and 
small octopuses. The diving girls begin 
their training at about fifteen years of 
age and work their way up to senior diver 
in about ten years. Although they descend 
to depths of up to forty feet, they use only 
a small pair of goggles—no other artificial 
help.

These women stay underwater for up to 
three minutes of strenuous activity and 
have the amazing ability to continue work­
ing even in the coldest weather. It is not 
unusual to see winter tourists who visit 
the exposed northern tip of Cheju Island 
taking pictures of the diving girls as a 
light snow falls.

The Old and the New
If someone visits Cheju between the 

dates of January 21 and February 4, he 
will immediately get the impression that 
everyone is moving to another house or 
repairing the one he is in, all at the same 
time! And the assumption would be par­
tially correct! These hardy islanders be­
lieve in various “gods” and spirits and 
they are always careful not to displease 
any of them. They believe that these gods 
rest between January 21 and February 4,

thus the people are free to move, repair 
and add on at that time without offending 
a “resident god.” This custom is fast van­
ishing in the cities, but it is still kept in 
most villages.

What about the language? The Cheju 
people speak Korean, but it includes many 
words and phrases that are definitely not 
modern Korean. What are they? The lan­
guage spoken by Korea’s royalty over 500 
years ago. These men came here while 
Korea was still using the twenty-eight- 
letter alphabet. Now a twenty-four-letter 
alphabet is used on the mainland and, 
as a result, four distinct sounds were 
lost. However, they remain intact on Che­
ju! This gives the islanders’ speech a sound 
characteristic that is unique, it being rich­
er than the mainland Korean.

A stroll through a typical Cheju village 
such as Sogwipo on the south coast of Che­
ju gives us much insight into the way of 
life here. As we stand in the center of 
Sogwipo facing west, we see clean, wide 
streets with a few cars and many women 
vendors. Lining the street are neat and 
clean cafes, each having a capacity of 
about ten guests. The food is spicy and 
delicious. Cheju islanders feel that if you 
eat your food and it does not bring tears 

to your eyes, it did not have 
enough red pepper in it.

As we walk farther along, we 
pass by a well and are reminded 
that water-carrying is a woman’s 
job on Cheju, as most other 
hard work here is. Women con­
gregate at wells and fill their 
large earthenware vessels with 
water, strap the vessel on in a 
back sling and then carry it 
home.

As we observe the houses we 
find that they have an interesting 
peculiarity. The walls and founda­
tion are made of stone, and the
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roof is made of thatched rice straw. 
Since the wind blows hard, it would 
easily blow away the thatched roof, so a 
net of ropes is made that covers the entire 
roof and house just like a large fishnet 
This net is tied to the ground all around 
or else has large rocks weighting it down 
and dangling on all sides of the house. 
This neat fishnet appearance gives the 
island a look all its own and attests to the 
strong Cheju wind.

As twentieth-century influence gradual­
ly reaches Cheju Island, especially in the 
form of many foreign tourists, there 
are many observable changes being made 
in the landscape and in the customs of 
the people. Where there were once only 
thatched-roof huts, now there are modern 
low-built houses in the capital, Cheju City. 
Each year thousands of foreign visitors 
spend time here, enjoying the slow, relaxed 
atmosphere and the friendliness of the 
Cheju people. But this is not the only 
change that is being made.

Changing Life Patterns
There is also a very noticeable change 

in the lives of many of Cheju’s people as 
they learn about the Bible and its hope 
for the future. For instance, our Korean 
host introduced us to a very dignified and 
kind man about fifty-five years of age. He 
was well dressed and had the mark of a 
gentleman in all he did. “However,” said 
our host, “he was not always such a gentle­
man. At one time he was a heavy drinker 
and the laziest man in all of Cheju Island!” 
“That is true,” added another islander. 
“He used to come to my cafe and drink 
rice wine until he could not even walk. 
Many nights he would sleep out on the 
sidewalk in front of my cafe, just where 
he fell as he was helped out the door.” This 
man had his wife working to support him 
and his drinking habit and he would ca­
rouse and recuperate in a continuous cycle. 
However, he came in contact with Jeho­

vah’s witnesses through the Watchtower 
and Awake! magazines, and from that 
started a study of the Bible. He has made 
immense changes in his life. He has 
brought his life into harmony with Bible 
principles and takes the lead in caring for 
the spiritual interests of his family as well 
as their material needs. He also spends 150 
hours per month teaching others about the 
wonderful hope for the future that God’s 
Word the Bible offers.

With some urging, our host also told 
how he came to become one of Jehovah’s 
witnesses. Shuffling his feet and grinning 
shyly as he thought back, he began: “ I 
learned about the Bible because I was a 
typical Cheju man.” “What do you mean?” 
we asked. “Well, my wife was the one who 
supported our family. She worked all day 
long while I stayed home and cared for the 
kids. One day, since I was always at home, 
Jehovah’s witnesses came offering to teach 
the Bible to me and my family and, having 
really nothing to do, I accepted. Then I 
began to realize that what the Witnesses 
were teaching me was logical and true, and 
it was directly from the Bible. I studied 
in earnest then and progressed to the point 
where I knew I should be caring for my 
wife rather than having her support me. 
Gradually, with the help of Bible truths, 
I changed my way of life. Now my wife 
cares for the children while I make a living 
as a citrus grower and also, as one of Je­
hovah’s witnesses, I now teach others 
from the Bible about God and his purpose 
for this earth to be a beautiful paradise.”

We spent only a week here on this beau­
tiful island, yet when it was time to go, we 
found that these kind, honest and frank 
Cheju islanders had touched our hearts 
and made an impression upon us that we 
will not soon forget. Rocks, wind and wom­
en are in great abundance, but so are 
honest-hearted people who are trying to 
please God.
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CRITICIZING ANOTHER'S RELIGION 
—Is It Unchristian?

THE Catholic Review, a 
diocese paper in Balti­

more, Maryland, published 
an article about an Ameri­
can religious group that 
figured prominently in the 
local news at the time.

In reaction the paper re­
ceived a number of com­
plaining letters. Why? In a 
following issue the editor of 
the Catholic Review said 
that those who complained 
felt “ that we have no right, 
in this ecumenical age, to 
publish anything that any­
body might consider criti­
cal of any religious group.” 
Do you agree?

Many persons would an­
swer “ Yes,”  saying that 
‘there is good in all reli­
gions’ or that ‘all religions 
lead to God.’ For example, 
Awake! recently published 
an article that examined 
Buddhist teachings in the 
light of the Bible. A Bud­
dhist bishop objected, say­
ing that this is a time for 
“ interracial, international 
and interreligious under­
standing.” Yes, many indi­
viduals feel that this is the 
time for a liberal, ecumeni­
cal outlook.

However, is this not also

a time when honesty and candor are encouraged and 
needed? And should not this apply in the field of religion 
too? Some persons do not think so. Jesuit General Pedro 
Arrupe, as quoted by a Catholic newspaper in Madrid, 
stated: “ I am strictly opposed to any criticism of the 
Church. . . .  It is intolerable that any defect, however 
real, should be broached publicly by individuals, or 
groups, regardless of the goodwill they might have.” 
But, commenting on that statement, The Catholic World 
said that the head of the Jesuits “was echoing the ideal 
of a prior age. The Church has turned a corner.” Simi­
larly, one of Europe’s leading Catholic theologians ob­
served: “We do not have to give our assent and amen to 
everything in the Church. Criticism, indeed loud criti­
cism, can be a duty.”— The Council, Reform and Reunion.

But there is a view that is even more important. 
What can we conclude from the Bible, especially its rec­
ord of Christ’s life, as to whether it is unchristian to 
criticize another’s religion?

Some persons who frown on any such criticizing of 
religion quote Jesus’ words: “Judge not, that you may 
not be judged.” (Matt. 7:1, Douay) And Christ went 
on to tell his listeners to overlook ‘the straw in their 
brother’s eye’ until they had taken the rafter from their 
own eye. (Matt. 7:3-5) But what did he mean?

The commentary by Jamieson, Fausset and Brown 
says: “The context makes it clear that the thing here 
condemned is that disposition to look unfavourably on 
the character and actions of others, which leads in­
variably to the pronouncing of rash, unjust and unlovely 
judgments upon them.” And, bearing out that Jesus 
meant a personal type of ‘judging,’ commentator Albert 
Barnes says that Jesus “refers to private judgment . . . 
and perhaps primarily to the habits of the scribes and 
Pharisees.” Jesus’ counsel should be applied by each 
Christian in not being rash in judging the personal habits 
and preferences of others. (Compare Romans 14:1-4,10.) 
So at Matthew 7:1-5 Jesus was not forbidding the offer­
ing of frank Bible-based comments about another reli­
gion’s beliefs and practices. How can we be sure? Note 
Jesus’ own example.

AW AKE! —  NOVEMBER 1974 27



On one occasion Jesus spoke about cer­
tain Jewish religious leaders who paid 
more attention to their traditions than to 
following the principles of God’s word. 
Did Christ carefully avoid criticizing an­
other’s religion? On the contrary, he said: 
“ In this way you have made God’s word 
null and void by means of your tradition. 
Hypocrites! It was you Isaiah meant when 
he so rightly prophesied: ‘This people 
honours me only with lip-service, while 
their hearts are far from me. The wor­
ship they offer me is worthless.’ ”  (Matt. 
15:6-9, Jerusalem Bible) What is your re­
action to such critical words? They might 
offend the sensibilities of some persons. 
But was Jesus being “unchristian” ? Ob­
viously not.

Perhaps even more pointed is his dis­
course in Matthew chapter 23. He called 
the religious leaders “blind fools,” “blind 
leaders” and ‘serpents, a brood of vipers.’ 
(Matt. 23:16, 17, 24, 33, Knox) Should 
we be shocked by such words? Again, was 
Jesus being “unchristian” ? Roman Catho­
lic priest Bruce Vawter, CM, says that 
this “discourse is somewhat embarrassing 
both in its length and in its harshness, 
but it must be faced up to both as an 
historical record and as part of the Gospel 
message.”— The Four Gospels: An Intro­
duction.

But ask yourself: Why did Jesus pub­
licly criticize religious men who claimed 
to serve the same God he preached? Was 
his motive bad? Not at all. Though he 
was mild-tempered and kind, his love for 
righteousness and his desire to aid honest- 
hearted persons moved him to criticize 
those who were teaching or acting con­
trary to God’s revealed will.—Matt. 11: 
28-30; Heb. 1:9.

Also, Jesus’ frank comments could help 
persons. For example, what if, in learning 
to use a dangerous machine, you kept 
making a serious error. Would you not
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be benefited if someone corrected you be­
fore you hurt or killed yourself or others? 
Accordingly, Jews hearing Jesus’ truthful 
criticism could be helped on the way to 
God’s approval and salvation.

Was it only Christ who could properly 
make such comments? No, for the Bible 
shows clearly that Jesus’ disciples also 
called attention to religious error. For ex­
ample, read Stephen’s bold denunciation 
of the Jewish leaders. (Acts 7:51-54) And 
note that the apostle Paul branded the 
Athenian worship of idols as “ ignorance.” 
(Acts 17:29, 30) Further, out of love for 
truth these first-century Christians ex­
posed deviations from true Christianity 
by ones professing to be Christians. 
—1 Tim. 1:19, 20; 2 Tim. 2:16-19.

What, though, if you had lived then and 
Jesus’ followers criticized the religion of 
your friends and relatives? As now, it 
would have been easy to take offense. 
Still, we cannot deny that the disciples’ 
comments—critical though they were— 
were right, and they are included in God’s 
Word. As with Jesus, the motive behind 
the criticism was good. So the disciples 
were being Christian—not unchristian— 
in pointing out religious error.

Consequently, is it unchristian today to 
offer Bible-based comments about anoth­
er’s religion? The Scriptural answer must 
be No. True, criticism that reveals faults 
in the teachings or practices of someone’s 
religion might at first seem severe. Yet, 
how should one react? Not like those who 
became violently enraged over Stephen’s 
criticism. Rather, note the fine reaction 
of some Athenians who heard Paul’s com­
ments. They accepted the Bible truth and 
became believers, to their eternal benefit. 
—Compare Acts 17:11, 12.

Far from being rejected as unchristian, 
then, criticism based on God’s Word 
should be carefully considered, for it can 
bring real benefits.
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Food Picture Worsens
As 1974 draws to a close, 

the bleak outlook for feeding 
the world grows darker. Here 
is how food authorities see 
the situation:
•  “ N in eteen-seventy-four  
was the year the weather­
man pulled all the wrong 
levers,” declares U.S. De­
partm ent of Agriculture  
(USDA) official Don Paarl- 
berg. “Disappointing” crops 
have struck at the very 
time good ones are needed 
to restore perilously short 
stocks. “By the end of this 
crop year they are going to 
be scraping the bins,” warns 
Paarlberg.
® What is the outlook for 
next year? Late USDA pro­
jections indicate that the 
world will produce over 36 
million tons less grain dur­
ing the 1974-75 marketing 
year than it consumed dur­
ing the year ending June 30, 
1974! That would have been 
enough to feed about 150 
million people. Meanwhile, 
about 78 million persons 
will be added to the world 
population.
•  “Father” of the “green 
revolution,” Norman Bor- 
laug, cautions: “The stage 
is set for real trouble.” He 
says that he still stands by 
his earlier warning that

“tens of millions of peo­
ple could die this year 
from climatic changes and 
the shortage of fertilizer.” 
Early harbingers of what is 
to come are already begin­
ning.
© “People are dying in doz­
ens,” says the acting chief 
of the World Health Or­
ganization in Dacca, Ban­
gladesh. “Cholera has bro­
ken out in epidemic form in 
many places” because hun­
ger has left poor villag­
ers “with no resistance to 
infection.” Shipping and 
communications problems 
are keeping promised relief 
food weeks or months away. 
“The Government appears 
to be resigned to the inevi­
tability of large-scale star­
vation deaths,” notes the 
New York Times.
•  Local greed also com­
plicates relief measures. In 
one starving African coun­
try, local truck owners 
charged the highest ton-per- 
mile rate in the world to 
haul relief grain! “W e have 
the monopoly and we fix 
the tariffs,” boasted their 
head. They refused to allow 
cheaper and faster relief 
trucks from a nearby coun­
try to haul the food— while 
their countrymen starved.

‘No Place to Hide’
<§> U.S. Attorney-General Sax- 
be recently declared that the 
sharp upswing in crime sta­
tistics indicates a near future 
that “is enough to evoke a 
shudder from even the most 
optimistic. There could no lon­
ger be any place to hide—no 
safe zones, not for anybody. 
In fact, we may be near that 
point already.” Rapidly spread­
ing suburban and small-town 
drug addiction and crime punc­
tuate his statement.

Population and Religion
#  With increasing frequency 
religion is being blamed direct­
ly or indirectly for world popu­
lation problems. The Catholic 
Church is known to oppose 
o fficia lly  m ost birth-control 
measures. Now World Health 
Organization official Abdel R. 
Omran, an Arab, admits in the 
U.N.'s Ceres magazine that 
Islam is also involved in the 
problem. He notes that its re­
ligious leaders “invoke reli­
gious doctrine to oppose family 
planning.” Further, Om ran  
adds that in most of the coun­
tries where Islam predomi­
nates, for “sociocultural” rea­
sons “it is still essential for 
women to be highly fertile . . . 
and contraception is not yet 
widely accepted.”— July-August 
1974.

Fighting Back the Tide 
<$> Threatening legal action, a 
Catholic civil-rights group re­
cently forced a giant, well- 
known U.S. corporation to 
withdraw its booklet on popu­
lation control intended for 
classroom discussion. The New 
Orleans, Louisiana, Catholic 
Clarion Herald reports that 
the booklet asks whether stu­
dents would support a move 
“to bring the Church before a 
world court or another inter­
national tribunal to be tried 
for crimes against humanity.” 
The section, titled “The Pope’s 
Views on Birth Control,” fol­
lows with an argument sug­
gesting that the Church is 
responsible for “requiring mil-
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lions of people to have un­
wanted children/’ who are 
doomed “to death at an early 
age” or “a life of misery and 
suffering.”

Fearful Bankers
<§> The recent annual meeting 
of the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IM F) revealed world bankers 
staggering from blows to the 
international economic system. 
“W e banks are up to our limits 
for financing Italy, France, 
Britain and others. W e . . . 
cannot prudently go further,” 
says Pierre-Paul Schweitzer, 
former managing director of 
the IMF. And W est German 
Finance Minister Hans Apel 
marvels: “Never in the three 
decades of the Fund and the 
Bank has inflation posed a 
more universal threat to the 
world’s economic and social 
system.”

Is “Recycling” the Answer?
<$> Much has been said about 
how oil-producing countries 
can use the excess money 
accumulated by them from  
recently quadrupled oil prices. 
Many claim that they can use 
these “petrodollars” to help 
oil-importing countries avoid 
economic breakdown caused by 
the huge oil costs. They say 
that oil producers should “re­
cycle” the excess funds into 
the economies of the importers 
through investments and loans. 
Is this realistic? No, says a 
Business Week editorial. It 
calls the idea “simply an exer­
cise in self-deceit,” and adds: 
“Recycling would build an 
enormous structure of con­
stantly increasing debt” to oil 
producers “that could not by 
any stretch of the imagination 
be paid off.”

Rome’s “Window Dressing”
<$> Though topics such as abor­
tion and population control 
were the Catholic bishops’ first 
choice for their fourth Inter­
national Synod, reports the 
Jesuit weekly America, Pope
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Paul selected evangelization. 
However, before the meeting 
delegates were “ bombarded 
with documents” that had lit­
tle to do with even that sub­
ject, writes Rome theology in­
structor Francis X . Murphy. 
Many in the Church, he says, 
view the gathering as “little 
more than window dressing” 
and believe it “will have little 
impact on the people preach­
ing the gospel . . . and even 
less on those to whom that 
preaching is addressed.”

“Holy” Synod and Communists
<§> For the first time, Commu­
nist North Vietnam and East 
Germany have church dele­
gates representing them at the 
month-long fourth Synod of 
Bishops in the Vatican. The 
presence of the archbishops of 
Hanoi and East Berlin reflects 
the softening Vatican approach 
to Communist states, where 
churches who accommodate to 
the party line are the only 
ones that survive legally.

Clergy— Moral ?
<$> U.S. newspaper columnist 
Ann Landers reports on a 
polling of her readers who had 
been approached for immoral 
relations by professional men. 
“The results were staggering,” 
she writes. “It was a dead heat 
between the doctors and the 
clergymen,” who were a close 
second. Prior to the poll, she 
notes her astonishment at the 
number of women who had 
written that “the one to keep 
an eye on was the clergyman.”

“Most Important
Health Measure” 

<$> In its review of the book 
Smoking Behavior, Science 
magazine says that “the sum 
total of human disease, dis­
ability, death, and lost pro­
ductivity directly attributable 
to cigarette smoking is so stag­
gering that a reduction . . . 
may be the single most impor­
tant health measure open to 
us for the foreseeable future. 
In the United States, one-third

of all the deaths for men aged 
35 to 59 would not have oc­
curred if cigarette smokers 
had the same death rates as 
non-smokers.”

“Mouse Roulette”
#  English Catholic priest Pat­
rick Norton had two mice 
flown in from Ireland to star 
in a fund-raising gambling 
game he calls “mouse rou­
lette.” The enterprising priest 
had a “roulette table” con­
structed with holes for the 
mice to go down. Religious 
gamblers place bets on their 
favorite mouse to go into a 
certain numbered hole. I f the 
mouse prefers a blank hole, 
the church profits. “I think it 
will be a real money spin­
ner,” enthused the gambling- 
promoter priest.

Untapped Oil
<%> Nearly a billion gallons of 
used engine crankcase oil are 
poured down drains or onto 
vacant lots in the U.S. every 
year, reports Business Week 
magazine. Only 20 percent of 
such oil is re-refined and used 
again, whereas, in West Ger­
many, about two thirds is re­
cycled.

Evolution “Mystery”
<§> Evolution, like religious 
dogma, must often retreat 
to the shelter of “mystery” 
when confronted with the 
facts. Cornell University biolo­
gist John L. Cisne again ac­
knowledges in Science m aga­
zine that “one of the mysteries 
in the history of life has been 
why hard parts of a variety 
of invertebrate animals . . . 
should appear rather suddenly 
in the fossil record.” The pop­
ular “predation theory” (the 
claim that hard shells devel­
oped as protection from pred­
ators and parasites) creates 
another “mystery.” Cisne re­
veals that these creatures 
themselves apparently “were 
the first larger predators to 
appear in the fossil record” ! 
— October 4, 1974.
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‘Don’t Confuse Them’
<§> A religious person recent­
ly wrote to the fundamen­
talist paper The Sword of 
the Lord asking whether he 
should carry his Bible when 
“soul winning.” The writer, 
who says, “I have belonged 
to two good Bible-preaching 
churches,” notes that one of 
his preachers advised him to 
put the Bible in his pocket 
when visiting others. W hy?  
“You don’t want to confuse 
them into thinking you are a 
. . . Jehovah’s Witness.”

“Church on Four Wheels”
<$> That is how many French 
Catholics jokingly refer to 
th eir a tta c h m e n t to  the  
Church, reports the New York 
Times. The baby carriage, the 
wedding car and the funeral 
hearse are the only way most 
of them come to church. 
Though only a fifth of French 
Catholics attend Mass regular­

ly, three out of four want 
church ceremonies for these 
events. W hy? “The fact that 
people want to get married in 
the church does not mean 
they have a Catholic faith,” 
says a Paris priest who headed 
an official study of the sub­
ject. “It’s something they grew 
accustomed to, like steak and 
French fries.”

Priests in Rome 
<$> Pope Paul VI recently com­
plained at length about the 
“abandoning of religious ob­
servances by entire popula­
tions” and the “many semi­
naries” that “ are nearly  
deserted” as well as religious 
orders that “have trouble find­
ing new followers.” Such prob­
lems are literally at the pope’s 
own doorstep. “Rome ranks 
among the Catholic cities with 
the smallest number of native 
priests,” reports Rome’s Daily 
American. “Less than half a 
dozen were ordained this year

in this city of three million 
inhabitants.”

Champion Garbage-Makers ?
<§> The New York Daily News 
reports that metropolitan  
“New Yorkers produce a total 
of 30,000 tons of garbage every 
day,” or “an average of six 
pounds per person per day,” 
too much of which “winds up 
as street litter.” That is said 
to be more trash than the com­
bined total produced by three 
average residents in Tokyo, 
London and Paris, respective­
ly. Excessive packaging mate­
rials may explain the extra 
trash, and poor facilities for 
disposal and cleanup may ex­
plain some of the street litter. 
But another reason is “a feel­
ing of not belonging” in the 
big city, says one psychologist. 
“It’s not my world, my city, 
my street, and so why should 
I take care of it?” is the atti­
tude many take.
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