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be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. “Awake!” has no fetters. It recognizes
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; it is unham-
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth.

The viewpoint of “Awake!” is not narrow, but is international. “Awake!” has its
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles are read in many lands, in many
languages, by millions of persons.

In every issue “Awake!” presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent passes in quick review.
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. “Awake!” pro-
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family.

“Awake!” pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening
those disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the
establishment of God’s righteous new order in this generation.

Get acquainted with “Awake!” Keep awake by reading “Awake!”

Published Semimonthly by
WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF NEW YORK, INC.
117 Adams Street Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201, U.S.A.
N. H. Knorr, President Grant Suiter, Secretary

Average printing each issue: 8,050,000

Five eents a copy

Now published in 31 languages

Semimonthly— Afrikaans, Cebuano, Danish, Dutch, English,

Yearly subscription rates for semi- Finnish, French, German, Greek, Hoko, Italian, Japanese,

Offlces monthly editions in local currency Korean, Norwegian, Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish, Tagalog,
America, U.S., 117 Adams Street, Zulu.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201 $1.50 Monthly— Chinese, Cinyanja, Hiligaynon, Indonesian, Malaya-

lam, Melanesian-Pidgin, Polish, Sesotho, Tamil, Ukrainian,
Xhosa, Yoruba.

Australia, 11 Beresford Rd., Strathfleld, N.S\W. 2135 $1.50
Canada, 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto, Ont. M6A 1Z5 $1.50
England, Watch Tower House,

The Ridgeway, London NW7 1RN 75p ;
New Zealand, 6-A Western Springs Rd., Auckland 3 $1.50 g:fgrgeEgurO;oCiEDRgastse Sg?\feld ugeac};ur usoldthlgtns:j dnae{z
Philippines, P.0. Box 2044, Manila D-406 P8 Y 9 : Y

address (if possible, your old address label). Write
Watchtower, 117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, New York
11201, U.S.A.

South Africa, Private Bag 2, P.0. Elandsfontein 1406 RI1,10
(Monthly editions cost half the above rates.)
Remittances for subscriptions should be sent to the office in
your country. Otherwise send your remittance to Brooklyn.
Notice of expiration is sent at least two issues before

subscription expires.

Second-class postage paid at
additional mailing offices.

Brooklyn, N.Y., and at
Printed in US.A.

The Bible translation regularly used In *“Awake!” Is the “New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures.”
When other translations are used, this Is clearly marked.

CONTENTS

Getting Marriage Off to a Good Start 3 Higher Mathematics Requires Higher
Ilicit Sex Can Kill 6 Mathematician
Floods Ravage Northwest Argentina 7 Birds Go Courting
?
Why Not Grow a Vegetable Garden? 9 “A ‘Minority* Opinion”
Skyjacked! 13
ible’ iew?

Drive and Stay Alive 16 What Is the Bible’s View?

Should You Retaliate?
When Doctors Seek to Force

Blood Transfusions 17 Watching the World

22
23
26

27

29



“It is already the hour for you to awake.”

— Romans 13:11

Volume LV

G ETTIN G

RRIAGE goes back to the beginning

of the human race. In the garden of
Eden Jehovah God married the first hu-
man pair, Adam and Eve. (Gen. 2:22-25)
Marriage is the only way that God ap-
proves for men and women to live togeth-
er and set up families. (1 Cor. 6:18; 7:9)
As an institution of Jehovah, “the happy
God,” marriage should be an arrangement
that brings happiness to a couple.—1 Tim.
1:11.
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But today many
marriages do not re-
flect the happiness
that God purposed.
In the United States
alone there are now
two divorces for

every five new mar-

riages. Many couples pre-

fer to live together out of

wedlock rather than to risk

the chance of breakup after
marriage.

Jehovah'’s witnesses present a re-

freshing contrast to this. Their mar-

riages and family life are remarkably sta-

ble in a world of dwindling moral values.

Not that the Witnesses are free from all

marital problems. But, for the mos

they are able to cope with their problems

and to keep them to a minimum. How do

they accomplish this? For one thing, Je-

hovah'’s witnesses try to get marriage off
to a good start.

The wedding itself affords an opportu-
nity for this. Before the marriage vows
are taken, a qualified minister reviews
with the bride and groom the Bible’'s coun-
sel for successful marriage and family life.
Let us look in on what is said at typical
weddings of Jehovah's witnesses. A min-
ister who recently performed a wedding
in New York addressed the couple as
follows:
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“They Must Become One "

“Marriage was first established by the
Creator of the human race, Jehovah God.
After reviewing God’'s animal creation in
the garden of Eden, the first man Adam
found that he had no companion like him-
self. Though perfect physically and men-
tally, Adam felt incomplete. Therefore
God said: ‘It is not good for the man to
continue by himself. 1 am going to make
a helper for him, as a complement of him.’
(Gen. 2:18) God then created Eve and
‘proceeded ... to bring her to the man,
uniting them in wedlock. (Gen. 2:22) The
Bible then says: ‘That is why a man will
leave his father and his mother and he
must stick to his wife and they must be-
come one flesh.'—Gen. 2:24.

“Did you note that God’s Word states:
‘A man will . . . stick to his wife'? Jeho-
vah God views marriage as a permanent
arrangement. It is not something that you
can agree on today but change your mind
on at a later date. Only where one partner
commits adultery does the Bible allow for
divorce.—Matt. 19:9.

“A man’s place after marriage is with
his wife, not with his fleshly father or his
mother or with friends. Your wife will now
become your closest partner in life. From
now on you must consider her in every-
thing you do. She is a part of you. You
have become ‘one flesh’ in God’s eyes.

“This unity may be illustrated by a
healthy human body. The body never
fights with itself. The hand does not hurt
the foot, nor does the eye harm the ear.
Rather, the body members complement
one another, each supplying what another
lacks. But to achieve this oneness you must
submit to the influence of a most impor-
tant third party in your marriage.

The Third Party to Marriage
“Have you considered that of all the
people who observe your wedding today
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the most important witness is Jehovah
God? God must figure prominently in your
marriage, for the Bible states: ‘Whatever
you are doing, work at it whole-souled as
to Jehovah, and not to men.” (Col. 3:23)
You are accepting marriage responsibili-
ties before Jehovah and he expects you to
work hard to fulfill them as to him. The
principles contained in God’'s Word will
help you to do that, providing perfect
guidelines for you in your relationship
with each other. Make Bible study a regu-
lar part of your life together.

“In addition to this, it is good for mar-
ried couples to pray together regularly.
The Scriptures admonish: ‘Pray incessant-
ly. (1 Thess. 5:17) Does this mean only
personal prayer with no one but Jehovah
listening? While private prayer to God at
any time is very beneficial, there are oc-
casions when prayers of a husband and
wife can be united. For example, in addi-
tion to mealtimes, every night before re-
tiring affords an opportunity for you to
pray together. Your husband is fully able
to express the thoughts of both of you at
least once a day in the evening. This will
have the effect of drawing you closer to-
gether, and both of you closer to God.
And there is so much for which to thank
Jehovah at the end of a day.”

A Wholesome Relationship at Home

A large part of the lives of married
couples is spent at home. What type of
atmosphere should exist in the home? The
speaker at a different wedding made the
following observations:

“If you apply Bible principles as a mar-
ried couple, your love for each other will
continue to grow. You will find yourselves
attracted to each other, not only physical-
ly, but especially because of the godly
gualities that you see in your partner.
However, as imperfect creatures, you will
surely get on each other's nerves from
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time to time. How should you react when
this happens?

“Ephesians 4:29, 32 provides excellent
counsel: ‘Let a rotten saying not proceed
out of your mouth, but whatever saying
is good for building up as the need may be.
. . . become kind to one another, tenderly
compassionate, freely forgiving one an-
other just as God also by Christ freely for-
gave you.’

“While Jehovah God views a married
couple as ‘one flesh,” this does not mean
that marriage is a fifty-fifty proposition.
Each partner must be willing to give in
more than halfway when problems arise.
And they will arise, for you both will face
pressures daily.

“For example, when a man is out work-
ing, people are sometimes unkind or even
downright nasty. As a wife does her house-
work or cares for children, some days it
seems that everything goes wrong. This
can give rise to tension and create a ‘need’
for sayings that are ‘good for building up,’
as the apostle Paul put it. (Eph. 4:29) Will
your homelife provide such a refreshing
atmosphere? Each of you must put forth
extra effort to make it that way, especially
if you feel worn out from a trying day.

Responsibilities of Husband and Wife

“The Bible, at Ephesians 5:23, likens the
responsibility of a husband toward his wife
to that of Christ toward the Christian con-
gregation. We read: ‘A husband is head
of his wife as the Christ also is head of the
congregation.’

“What does a husband’'s headship in-
volve? Ephesians 5:28, 29 points to an
important aspect of it: ‘Husbands ought
to be loving their wives as their own bod-
ies. He who loves his wife loves himself,
for no man ever hated his own flesh; but
he feeds and cherishes it, as the Christ
also does the congregation.” You have been
caring for yourself for many years. You
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keep yourself neat and clean, warm and
well fed. Now you must do the same for
your wife. This includes providing a home
for her. It does not have to be a big house,
but a place adequate for the needs of the
family.

“How should wives respond to the head-
ship of their husbands? Ephesians 5:22
says: ‘Let wives be in subjection to their
husbands as to the Lord.” Verse 24 adds:
‘In fact, as the congregation is in subjec-
tion to the Christ, so let wives also be to
their husbands in everything.’

“This is no harsh arrangement in which
a husband becomes a dictator. First Corin-
thians 11:3 reminds husbands that they,
too, are subject to higher authority, say-
ing: ‘But | want you to know that the
head of every man is the Christ.” Women,
too, are to be subject first of all to Jeho-
vah God and Christ Jesus. A wife’'s sub-
jection to her husband is, therefore, not
absolute but relative.

“A woman in subjection to her husband
recognizes that God expects her husband
to make the major decisions in the family.
Of course, your husband will talk matters
over with you and get your viewpoint. He
may even decide to do what you suggest.
But he must pay the bills and this can
affect his decisions at times.

“A woman who is properly in subjection
to her husband is beautiful in the eyes of
God. It is as if she were wearing a special
type of clothing. How so? Note how the
apostle Peter, at 1 Peter 3:3, 4 counsels
wives: ‘And do not let your adornment
be that of the external braiding of the hair
and of the putting on of gold ornaments
or the wearing of outer garments, but let
it be the secret person of the heart in the
incorruptible apparel of the quiet and mild
spirit, which is of great value in the eyes
of God. Unlike material clothing that
wears out, these qualities never lose their
pleasantness to God. They can make a hus-
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band love his wife more after decades of
marriage than on their wedding day, al-
though you may find that hard to believe
now.

“A Capable LY

“Proverbs 31:10-31 describes ‘a capable
wife’ whose ‘value is far more than that
of corals.” It would be beneficial for all
wives, especially those newly married, to
study this material carefully. Let us con-
sider some highlights, beginning at verse
14:

“ ‘She has proved to be like the ships
of a merchant. From far away she brings
in her food.’ I can just see your wife trav-
eling a good distance with her shopping
cart to search out bargains in the stores.
And how necessary that is today with
prices continually rising.

“Verses 15 and 17 point out: ‘She also
gets up while it is still night, and gives
food to her household. . . . She has girded
her hips with strength, and she invigorates
her arms.” What could call for more vigor
in a woman than keeping a house neat
and clean, caring for children and prepar-
ing tasty, economical meals on time? Add
to this, sewing of buttons on clothes, darn-
ing socks and all the other things re-
quired of a good homemaker and you re-
alize that a wife has a big job.

“But how rewarding for a wife who puts
the counsel of God’'s Word to work in her
life! Verse 30 states: ‘Charm may be false,
and prettiness may be vain; but the woman
that fears Jehovah is the one that procures

praise for herself.’ What a fine reward!
A woman whose conduct shows that she
fears Jehovah procures praise from her
husband, from those acquainted with her,
and, most importantly, from God himself.”

Counsel for Happy Marriage
Available to You

A wedding talk is not the only occasion
for Jehovah'’s witnesses to receive counsel
on these matters. Their magazines, books
and booklets regularly discuss marriage
and the responsibilities of family mem-
bers toward one another. Some recent ar-
ticles of this type appearing in The Watch-
tower and Awake! were entitled “Is God
in Your Marriage?”, “Woman’s Regard
for Headship—How Demonstrated?”, “Is
Divorce the Answer?”.

Jehovah's witnesses not only read this
kind of material on a personal basis, but
frequently study it at their congregation
meetings. In fact, just recently they stud-
ied together the articles “Are Your Chil-
dren Christ’s Disciples?” and “Finding Joy
in Training Children,” which appeared in
The Watchtower. Would you enjoy at-
tending such Bible discussions at your
local Kingdom Hall? You are cordially in-
vited. In fact, feel free to contact Jeho-
vah's witnesses at any time.

Getting marriage off to a good start is
an important factor in a healthy, enduring
relationship. Even if you have been mar-
ried for many years, applying Bible prin-
ciples will result in a happier, more mean-
ingful marriage and family life.

ILLICIT SEX CAN KILL

« lllicit sex relations can be deadly to a person with heart trouble. According to
Dr. Lenore R. Zohman, sex relations between a husband and wife are “no more
strenuous than climbing two flights of stairs or a rapid walk down the street.”
But illicit sex places a heavy strain on the heart because of the emotional stress
resulting from a guilty conscience as well as anxiety over the quality of perfor-
mance. A Japanese study showed that eight out of ten sudden deaths that occurred

during sex relations involved illicit sex.

AWAKE! — MAY 1974



BY “AWAKEI"

TEAVY rains lash Santiago del Es-
XT tero ... Four dead and over 1,000
evacuated.” So stated La Gaceta of Tucu-
man, Argentina, on February 12. By the
end of February the storm had affected
twelve of Argentina’'s twenty-three prov-
inces. It left in its wake a toll of nearly
170 dead, many hundreds missing, and
some 100,000 evacuees.

The disaster picture included damage to
property and crops, as well as ruptures in
communications and transportation sys-
tems. Dr. Carlos Arturo Juarez, governor
of the province of Santiago del Estero, de-
clared: “Nothing like this has ever oc-
curred in the history of the province!” In
Salta, the floods were termed “the worst
in 50 years!”

CORRESPONDENT IN ARGENTINA

Causes of Devastation

Maps of climate zones in South America
indicate that Santiago Province is part of
a dry zone with desert-type vegetation.
But during the drenching February rains,
463 millimeters (18 inches) of rainfall de-
scended in just ten days. This equals the
total precipitation that normally falls dur-
ing an entire year. And that came on top
of an unusually heavy 281-millimeter (11
inches) rainfall in January. As a result,
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lagoons, dams and reservoirs quickly filled
up to or exceeded their capacities.

Torrential rains in Bolivia added to the
chaos, aggravating rivers in the northern-
most Argentine provinces of Salta and
Jujuy. As these rivers flowed southward
through Santiago Province, floodgates of
retaining dams along the way had to be
opened to avoid cracks and ruptures.

The chain reaction continued all the way
south to Santa Fe Province where Rio
Salado empties into the Parana River. This
river, too, rose as other rain-swollen rivers
emptied into it. All along the way, espe-
cially from Santiago southward, the wa-
ters gouged out new courses and channels.

Dr. Juan Rodrigo, chief of the Emer-
gency Committee of the Social Welfare
Ministry (Ministerio de Bienestar Social),
commented to an Awake! correspondent:
“Rivers that have not figured on physical
maps for years suddenly appeared; no stu-
dent of geography had ever heard of them!”
He added that rainfall in Santiago was not
the only concern. “We are more worried
about the weather situation farther north
—that is what makes our situation grave.”

As the waters tumbled southward they
swept away embankments, bridges, high-
ways, plantations, wooded areas and live-
stock. In Santiago Province alone, 4,000
kilometers, or approximately 2,500 miles,
of roads were destroyed or rendered im-
passable. Other provinces had similar ex-
periences as mud slides and giant crevices
blocked highways and rail lines.

Human error was partly responsible for
the damage. People with low income usu-
ally live in flimsy structures made of mud
bricks. These could not but collapse as a
result of the persistent downpour, causing
many deaths. Even residents in more du-
rable housing projects were forced to evac-
uate. Why so? During milder weather
overconfident builders erected dwellings in
low-lying areas, near rivers and dry wash-
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es. City engineers, too, built drainage ca-
nals in accord with normal rainfall.

Emergency Relief Measures

A tremendous mobilization took place
to aid the flood victims. Municipal, provin-
cial and national government agencies
pooled their efforts to organize the work
of rescue, salvage and sanitation.

All types of transportation were sum-
moned for the relief measures. Planes, heli-
copter's, trucks, inflatable life rafts and
private vehicles carried needed food and
clothing to flood victims, or transported
them to drier ground. Public schools, hos-
pitals, dispensaries and railroad stations
served as emergency housing.

Neighboring provinces, such as Tucu-
man, furnished a great deal of help. So-
licitation of food, clothing, medicines and
other necessary items went on from house
to house and by radio. Businesses and pri-
vate institutions lent a hand in the relief
efforts. Some people even contributed a
day’s wages to aid the flood victims.

Jehovah's witnesses especially appreci-
ated the quick response from their Chris-
tian brothers in other areas. A letter from
the Watch Tower Society’'s branch office
in Argentina asked what kind of help was
needed. Money contributions for distribu-
tion in the affected areas began to come
into the Society’s branch office in Chile.
Many phone calls came in from Witnesses
in other areas asking what they could do
to help their Christian brothers in the
stricken zones.

The response of Jehovah's witnesses to
the needs of their brothers was indeed vig-
orous. So much so that, when Christian as-
sociates in nearby Tucuman offered ma-
terial assistance, Witnesses in Santiago
declined, saying that they did not need
anything else. How different from the at-
titude of people who ask for and accept
any and all help simply because it is free!

8

Effect on Religious Attitude

Some people are inclined to view natural
disasters as a divine retribution for their
sins. It was common in Tucuman, for ex-
ample, to hear people say: “God is pun-
ishing the ‘Santiaguenos’ because they are
bad.” To this, one missionary responded:
“But do you not agree that there are bad
people in all provinces and countries of the
earth? Do you think that God would pun-
ish just the bad people in Santiago? And
besides, the bad are not the only ones suf-
fering from the catastrophe!” The mis-
sionary went on to explain from the Bible
that soon the Creator, Jehovah God, will
cleanse the whole earth of wickedness.
—Ps. 37:10, 11; Rev. 11:18.

Jehovah'’s witnesses have given a world-
wide distribution to the special tract en-
titled “Is Time Running Out for Man-
kind?” It was distributed in Santiago in
early February just before the floods
struck. As soon as the water had subsided,
the local Witnesses revisited the zone.
They found that the flood had caused peo-
ple to be more receptive to their Bible mes-
sage.

The Aftermath of the Storms

While some aspects of damage can be
estimated, the economic significance in
terms of crop loss and soil damage cannot
be accurately assessed at this time. Nor
can the overall cost in labor and time need-
ed for repairs. Fully 65 percent of the
Santiago cotton crop (involving 55,000
hectares, or 135,850 acres) was lost. Com-
parable losses are expected in com and
sweet potatoes.

Ironically the downpour resulted in a
beautiful blanket of green on the usually
parched and dusty countryside. As men try
to regain their balance from a powerful
blow, the herds of goats in this area are
enjoying a fiesta.
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HE price of food in markets is going
Tin only one direction—upward! To
cope with this problem, more and more
families are growing gardens. One Gallup
Poll shows that in the U.S. there were
10,800,000 gardens in 1973, a 30-percent
increase over the previous year.

But gardens are on the increase for
more than economic reasons. Office work-
ers find that ‘getting next to the soil’ by
working in a garden provides a pleasant
change of pace from their usual schedule.
Another major reason that people have
turned to gardening is to provide more
nutritious, better-tasting vegetables for
their table.

A garden has definite benefits for young-
sters too. It can be used to teach them a
sense of responsibility, the need to care
regularly for what is assigned to them.
Learning to identify various plants broad-
ens a child’s knowledge and makes him
alert to the wide variety of plant life that
beautifies our earthly home.

How does one grow one’s own garden?
There are a number of hints and practical
suggestions, which, if not already known
and followed, can help to make even one'’s
first garden a productive success.

Sizeof Your Garden

First, the size of the garden must be
considered. A man with a large family
may want a fairly large garden to provide
fresh vegetables at cheaper cost. However,
he may also have a very demanding job
and other responsibilities calling for his
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attention. So he must consider: Will the
garden yield enough to be worth the time
and energy to take care of it, as well as
the money that must be invested? He may
decide on a smaller plot than what he
originally had in mind. Of course, the size
of the garden will also be determined by
the amount of land that is available.

Families with spacious backyards can
probably find a convenient sun-drenched
spot for a productive vegetable garden.
The nearer to the house that it is located
the greater the likelihood that the garden
will get attention during free moments
that family members may have during the
day.

Even those living in more confined cir-
cumstances can often arrange to have a
garden. Small strips of ground running
along a driveway might be cultivated. Or
a trellis with bean or tomato vines can
be placed along a wall or up over a patio.
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Mobile-home dwellers can cultivate crops
under the edges of their trailer on the
sunny side, and city apartment-house resi-
dents can have rooftop and window-box
gardens.

Enterprising people have found other
ways to get land for a garden. One family
placed an advertisement in a local news-
paper asking if anyone had land on which
they could grow crops. They received a
number of responses and finally chose a
large plot of very fertile soil located just
a few blocks from their home.

Actually, however, a large garden may
produce less than a smaller one. Why? Be-
cause the well-chosen smaller plot may
have better soil.

A Word About Soil

Essentially there are three types of soil.
The finest of these for growing vegetables
is loam. Why? Because loam is rich in hu-
mus, an organic matter from living things
that have died, decayed and returned to
the soil. Loam is dark, soft and crumbly.
While it holds water, it also allows for
drainage and is fairly easy to dig.

The other two primary types of soil, clay
and sand, are not so richly endowed. But
with hard work and the addition of proper
nutrients to these soils, some vegetables
can usually be made to grow in them. For
instance, consider clay. It is usually light
colored and consists of very tiny particles.
These stick together, making for poor
drainage. But if sand, peat moss and bone
meal, as well as other soil nutrients, are
mixed into clay, it may become suitable
for growing crops.

Similarly, sand, the opposite of clay and
coarse in structure, may require special
working, but some vegetables can definite-
ly be made to grow in it. Asparagus, for
instance, actually prefers a somewhat
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sandy soil. More likely than not your soil
is a combination of the three basic kinds.
A nurseryman can probably give you ex-
act advice about how best to treat what-
ever soil you will be using.

Even if you have the best soil in your
garden, it will produce well only if it is
properly prepared. Views vary as to how
this is best accomplished. ldeally, accord-
ing to many gardeners, soil to be sown in
the spring should be partially readied the
previous autumn. If it is thoroughly spad-
ed and turned to a depth of about one foot,
moisture will sink in during the winter
months. Fertilizer can be worked into the
ground at the same time; this serves to
condition the soil.

A growing organic-gardening movement
advocates avoiding chemical fertilizers.
Such gardeners use only organic material
such as animal manure and compost as
fertilizer.* At one time organic materials
were available only from farms. But today
treated organic fertilizer can often be
bought at nurseries as easily as chemical
varieties.

Too, some gardeners who live in the city
have found that organic fertilizers can be
obtained at little or no cost. In most cities
there are horse stables and zoos that often
allow gardeners to take or buy animal
droppings for fertilizing purposes. Then
there is treated sludge. When mixed with
grass clippings or straw, sludge can serve
as excellent fertilizer. It may be obtained
from sewage plants. The fertilizer applied
to many beautiful golf courses is actually
nothing more than sludge that is sold un-
der a trade name and at a high cost.

If you prepare the soil at the time of
the growing season, it may be a little
harder to work. Weeds should be pulled

* How to make your own compost is discussed in
Awake! of November 22, 1969, pages 20-22.
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and the ground turned as soon as it is dry
enough. Then a treated fertilizer might be
added. It is usually not wise to add fresh
manure at this time, as it is likely to bum
the plants. The
surface of the

instance, beans and potatoes make good
“companions” in the garden. Why? Be-
cause beans drive away Colorado potato
beetles, and potatoes protect the beans
from the Mexi-
can bean beetle.

soil can then be - What Do You Say to God? Tomatoes and
raked level to asparagus are
prevent hollows « Our Baby Was Born at . another wise
where water combination.

will collect.
Knowing
where your gar-
den will be lo-
cated and something about the soil puts

you in position to determine what vege-
tables can be grown in it.

Choosing and Planting Vegetables

A perusal of seed catalogs will reveal
that a wide variety of plants are available
for any garden. Obviously you will give
preference to vegetables that your family
particularly enjoys eating. If the children
are allowed to share in selecting garden
vegetables, you may find that they feel
more involved in the project and thus
readily cooperate in taking care of the
garden as it grows. But there are other
matters to consider.

Why not select those vegetables that or-
dinarily cost more at the market or those
that have a large number of uses? Some
families choose to grow tomatoes, not only
because they are expensive where they
live, but also because tomatoes have a
wide variety of uses. They can be served
fresh in salads or can be canned, juiced,
cooked and made into purees and pastes
for sauces.

A wise choice of vegetables for your gar-
den may also later furnish a mutual pro-
tection by warding off certain insects. For
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® Are Your Loved Ones in Purgatory?

— In the next issue.

Once you
know where the
garden will be
situated and its
size and which vegetables you will be

growing in it, then you might work up
a simple plan on paper, showing which
plants you will be growing in each part
of the garden. Take into consideration the
amount of space that is needed between
rows of each type of vegetable. Since some
vegetables, like radishes, lettuce, scallions
and early cabbage, ripen early, you would
want them conveniently located in the gar-
den, easy to get at as they mature. Also,
you would want any larger plant, like corn,
to be situated so that it does not block
out needed sunlight from smaller plants.

Plant your garden according to your
plan, carefully placing seeds at the correct
distance from one another and at the
right depth in the soil. (The chart supplied
with this article may aid you in this re-
spect.) Once the garden is planted it will
need regular attention.

Caring for the Garden

Usually a weekly hoeing will keep the
garden free of weeds. This process also
creates a thin dust mulch on the surface
of the ground, and this aids in the con-
servation of water. It is wise to avoid cul-
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tivating the soil when it is wet, as this
causes lumps to form and these harden as
they dry. Be careful, too, when hoeing
near the roots of plants so as not to dam-
age these.

As to watering, it is ordinarily best to
give plants a good watering once or twice
each week. A thorough soaking, allowing
the water to penetrate four to six inches,
is better for the plants than frequent
shallow watering. Frequent light water-
ing can have an adverse effect, drawing
the feeding roots of the plants up to near
the surface. However, plant roots should
penetrate deeply so that they will not be
scorched by the sun. Thus, proper water-
ing is essential to have healthy crops.

Insect pests are a major problem for
many gardeners. There are a number of
relatively safe dusting powders on the

market for killing insects. If used as di-
rected, the gardener and his pets, as well
as the plants, will not be harmed. Here,
again, however, more and more gardeners
prefer what they call “natural ways” to
dispose of bugs.

Some gardeners make their own safe
sprays. For instance, they grind up sever-
al long pods of hot peppers and then add
an equal measure of water and a small
amount of plain dishwashing detergent (to
make the mixture cling); this serves to
discourage chewing insects. Others have
used molasses diluted in 50 parts of water
as a spray. Some, too, have made concoc-
tions that include various mixtures of
ground onions, garlic, mint and geranium
leaves, chives, turnips, cayenne pepper and
cauliflower seeds.

Enjoy Your Garden

In time your hard work will pay off—
vegetables will appear! Carefully watch to
be sure that they do
not get overly ripe be-
fore you harvest them.

COMMON GARDEN VEGETABLES - .

Peas are delicious if

picked at the right

Distance Distance time; but they get

Between Between hard if kept on the

Depth of Seed Rows Plants vine too long. Staying

Vegetables (Inches) (Feet) (Inches) too Iong on the vine

Beans (Lima) 1 2% to 3 3 to 4 also makes string
Beans (String) 1 2 to 3 3to4 beans “stringy.”

Beets to 1 1t 1% 4 106 Picking the crops

Brussels Sprouts 2 210 2'A 12 to 18 that you have planted

Cabbage 2 1M to 2 12 10 18 and patiently cared for

Carrots u to % 1t 1vi 3 to 4 and then watching as

Cauliflower Vi 1% to 2 14 to 18 your family enjoys eat-

Corn 1t0 1% 1M to 2 18 to 24 ing them bring much

Lettuce (Head) y2 1 to 1/ 8 to 10 satisfaction. Most gar-

Peas (Early) 1to 2 1\ to 2 4 to 5 deners consider this

RaQ'SheS M ! 1M to 2 satisfaction the finest
Spinach M l1to1wa 3 to 4 .

Tomatoes (Staked) v to % 3 16 to 18 reward for growing a
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vegetable garden.
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C~rpHAT man has a gun!” The words

X sent a chill through us. As | turned
to my friend sitting nearby, | noticed the
serious expression on his face as he as-
sured his wife he was not joking: “That
man has a gun!”

I looked toward the front of the plane
and saw a young man in a brown leather
jacket, brandishing a rifle. “It can't be,”
I thought. “They searched us before we
got on the plane in Pasto, Colombia. How
did he get a rifle on without being de-
tected?”

However, it did not matter now, be-
cause, real as life, there he was. All of
us had seen him by now, disbelieving our
own eyes and yet feeling our hearts race
and our breathing quicken.

Of the forty-six passengers, twelve were
Jehovah's witnesses, on their way to Bo-
gota, Colombia, to attend the “Divine Vic-
tory” International Assembly of Jehovah's
Witnesses, January 23-27. What was going
to happen now? My wife and | prayed to-
gether, calling upon Jehovah God to
strengthen us for what might lie ahead.

At first it appeared that the gunman
was going to rob us, because he was taking
something from the passengers in the front
rows. His expression was one of great
intensity and fear. He ordered our iden-
tification papers collected. In one hand he
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held the rifle. The other hand shook as
he searched through the papers. His ner-
vousness excited in all of us a very omi-
nous feeling. For whom was he looking?
Was there someone he planned to kill?

As we watched, almost afraid to breathe,
the hijacker paused, looked at a set of
papers, and called out a name— name!
With a shocked feeling, as in a dream,
I waited a few seconds. Finally I got my
hand up as though in school and answered,
“Here.”

My fear reached a peak. But with his
next words | breathed a sigh of relief, as
he began calling out other names, ap-
parently for no reason. At least he was not
singling out someone.

Women and Children
Cleared Off the Plane

We had taken off from Pasto, in south-
west Colombia, at ten o’clock in the morn-
ing. It was only a few minutes after take-
off that the gunman appeared in the cabin
with his rifle, a small semiautomatic type,
and ordered the crew to bypass the sched-
uled stop in Papayan and to divert the
flight to Cali.

As we approached Cali the gunman pe-
remptorily ordered that the window cur-
tains be closed and commanded all to sit
with their hands behind their heads and
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not to look out the windows when we land-
ed. Some women and children near the
front were crying. Conversation had
ceased. Those depending on God were
making silent supplication.

The atmosphere was tense as we waited
for the hijacker’s next move. It came with
an order for the women and children to
get off the plane. In our group of twelve
there were five married couples. Anxious
to get our wives out of danger, we urged
them to comply with the gunman’s orders.
However, one wife took just a few steps
toward the door but then turned and hur-
ried back to her husband in the rear of the
plane. She wanted him to Kiss their two-
month-old baby good-bye. In dismay, he
urged her again: “Go! Get off the plane!”
Her eyes filled with tears as she left.

But with our wives safe, we felt relieved.
Now even the hijacker appeared less ner-
vous. But as for us, we felt sure that we
were being taken to Cuba, although the
gunman had said nothing about it.

A Tense Time at Barranquilla Airport

Refueled now, the four-engine propjet
took off from Cali headed for Barran-
quilla. We were allowed to put our hands
down. Having been frightened and ner-
vous now for over an hour, | asked to use
the rest room, located up front. The gun-
man told me to come forward. As | ap-
proached him he motioned with the rifle
for me to put my hands on the overhead
luggage rack, with my back toward him.
Then he searched me and told me to go
ahead.

As | entered the rest room | noticed
that two packages had been opened on the
floor. Evidently the hijacker had brought
the rifle on board disassembled and had
reassembled it in the rest room during
the first few minutes of the flight.

We arrived in Barranquilla, on the
northern coast of Colombia, at 2:15 in the
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afternoon. We had spent the flight time
talking quietly, seeking to build each other
up. We had prayed privately, not so much
for deliverance from the dangerous situ-
ation, but for wisdom and strength to take
the judicious course. Soon after our land-
ing in Barranquilla, new events caused
further reason for anxiety.

Taxiing down the runway for a takeoff,
the plane suddenly began to wobble—it
had a flat tire. The hijacker began ner-
vously looking out the windows, walking
up and down the aisle. He restricted the
number of men that could work on the
tire and gave them an hour to fix it. By
means of the plane’s radio, he ordered
them to remove their shirts before ap-
proaching the plane, apparently to prevent
their carrying hidden weapons.

We could see a large tank truck parked
on the other runway near the plane. At
one point, we saw smoke ascending from
it. It appeared that it was burning. My
friend sitting next to me began to balance
the danger from the explosion of the fuel
truck against the peril of being shot try-
ing to leave the plane. We were “between
two fires.” There were some frightening
moments until the truck fire was finally
brought under control.

The gunman opened the door of the
plane and several times took aim at some
of the men on the other side of the airfield.
He fired at one of them, thus assuring us
that he would really use the gun if nec-
essary and that offering no resistance was
the wise course. While the tire was being
repaired, he released two elderly men.

By the time the tire was repaired, the
hot tropical sun was making itself felt in-
side the plane. The engines started up and
we began to roll again. Still the plane wob-
bled—another flat tire! We conjectured
that someone was shooting out or deflat-
ing the tires—two flats seemed an unlikely
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coincidence. Perhaps the police were stall-
ing for darkness. During this second re-
pair session two more elderly men were
released. One was a witness of Jehovah,
taking his first airflight.

Time seemed to drag by under the
watchful eye of the gunman. Everyone
feared that his patience would explode in-
to violence. We read our Bibles and maga-
zines we had brought with us. This helped
to relieve the tension somewhat. As dark-
ness settled down, the hijacker ordered
that no lights be turned on. We waited in
the heat and the dark for something to
happen.

Off toCuba

After seven o’clock, the engines started
up again. We hoped that no more tires
would go flat. After spending about five
hours on the runway, almost any kind of
action seemed better than that suspense.
We were anxious to go ahead and get the
trip to Cuba over with.

On the long flight to Cuba we tried
sleeping and reading, but mostly we just
watched our captor. My aisle seat was situ-
ated in just the right position to be in
the direct line of fire as the gunman sat
on an armrest in the forward part of the
plane, facing the passengers. He alertly
held the rifle across his forearm, his finger
always on the trigger. | tried reading, but
every few minutes I would peek over the
edge of the magazine, only to look right
down the barrel of that rifle. It was indeed
a very uncomfortable four-and-a-half-hour
trip.

Arrival in Cuba
Shortly after midnight we touched down

at Havana. We could see at least twenty
soldiers, some with machine guns, gath-
ered around the plane. First out was the
hijacker. A photographer in the group of
soldiers took a couple of pictures of him
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as he descended the stairs. He was taken
away in a military jeep and we never saw
him again.

The police entered the plane and ushered
us off to a waiting room in the terminal.
We were given refreshments and a small-
pox vaccination. They questioned us all,
one at a time, in a separate room. As we
had left the plane the stewardess had re-
turned'our identification papers. This was
what the officials were chiefly concerned
with. They showed interest also in the fact
that four of us were Jehovah's witnesses.

At 1:40 in the morning we were taken
to a large hotel at least thirty minutes
from the airport. We were assigned clean,
comfortable rooms on the fourteenth floor.
While we waited for the keys to our rooms,
a policeman approached me and asked how
long | had been in Colombia. Perhaps my
“beginner’s” Spanish had attracted him. |
told him | was the most recent arrival of
the four of us. He then sent us up to our
rooms and at three o’clock we were in bed.
I can assure you that after seventeen
grueling hours those beds felt very good.

Speaking About God
to a Communist Officer
Next morning after breakfast all twelve
passengers were in the lobby of the hotel,
waiting for the bus to take us back to the
airport. While waiting, | was approached
by a tall man dressed in street clothes,
who asked if | would answer a few ques-
tions. He then took me to a room, where
we sat facing each other on opposite sides
of a table. The man said that he was an
immigration official. His questions ranged
from what my impressions of Commu-
nism were, to the organization of Jeho-
vah's witnesses. He inquired about the
elections coming up in Colombia.
“Do you know who the candidates are?”
“No,” I replied, “I have no interest in
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the political affairs of the nations. Jeho-
vah's witnesses in all parts of the earth
are neutral as to politics. We are primarily
concerned with preaching the good news
of God’s kingdom.”

His expression changed to one of skep-
ticism as | continued: “God's kingdom
will bring peace and security to all the
earth.”

“We have peace and security here in
Cuba and we did not have to talk about
God to get it,” he responded.

“l1 am not talking about the trinitarian
god of the so-called Christian churches,
but about the God whose name is Jehovah,
the true God of the Bible, who has prom-
ised to bring perfect conditions to this
entire earth, including Cuba. No human
government can do that, nor can it give
you everlasting life in happiness.”

The man replied that there is no God,
that man came from the ocean. | appealed
to him to look at the marvel of creation
that the human body is, and asked him
how he could believe that there is no Cre-
ator. | was able to explain further that
God himself is soon going to remove from
the face of the earth all governments set
up by men. Therefore people’s lives are in
danger if they do not look into the Bible
and listen to the warning God gives.

The interview concluded. | hurried back
to join my friends in the lobby, glad to
find that the bus had not left me behind.
It was a beautiful day in Havana, and on

our way to the airport we had opportu-
nity to see something of this large city.

Reunion

About two o’clock that afternoon we
took off for home. At six we landed in
Barranquilla, this time with one less “pas-
senger” and a great deal happier. The
crowd awaiting the plane gave a warm
welcome to all. We spent the night in a
hotel in Barranquilla, arranged for by the
airline.

The next morning, thoughts of a dif-
ferent sort—the prospect of happy family
reunions—occupied all the passengers dur-
ing the trip to Bogota. On arrival we
made our way as best we could through
the throng of reporters and police, finally
reaching the welcome embrace of our
wives.

Over forty-eight hours had passed since
the beginning of our trip. Now we were
thankful to Jehovah God that we had ar-
rived safely and in time to attend the
first day’s session of the assembly. We
found that the newspapers had been filled
daily with accounts of the hijacking. This
publicity served to acquaint many more
people in Bogota with Jehovah’s witnesses’
assembly. It no doubt contributed to the
fine attendance of 23,409 persons at the
public talk on the assembly’s concluding
day. So our unhappy experience was not
entirely without good results.—Contrib-
uted.

Drive and Stay Alive

¢ Heavy summertime driving nears.

That will mean vacation

pleasure for many; but, undoubtedly, in many lands, death for others.
Last year 56,000 people died on United States highways alone, and
more than two million were injured. Damages were in excess of 20
billion dollars. Can this be brought down? Howard Pyle, president
emeritus of the National Safety Council, recently explained the key

to reducing highway deaths:

“If reasonable consideration for all

concerned guided every driver’s behavior, the death toll could be sub-
stantially reduced.” Reduced, in his estimation, by “85 to 90 percent”!
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W hen
Doctors

n £ W f f i t B I i

EN you go to a doc-
tor, what qualities do
you want him to have? Of
course, you want a doctor who
has good medical knowledge
and skill. The more ability he has,
the more he can help you.

However, what if he refused to
let you have any say in what hap-
pens to your body? What if he strapped
you to a table and forced some medi-
cine or surgery on you against your
will? You would probably look for an-
other doctor next time, to say the least.

What people want, and need, is a
doctor who has, not only knowledge
and skill, but also understanding. This
kind of doctor never loses sight of
the fact that he is a public servant.

He serves his patients the best he
can, but does not try to rule over
them. He considers their wishes. Fortu-
nately there are many such doctors.
They realize that there are always new
methods—and different opinions even
among experts. So, while they may rec-
ommend a treatment, they do not force
it upon the patient.

However, there is another kind of
doctor. He, too, is no doubt sincerely in-
terested in his patient. But this type of
doctor feels so strongly about certain
treatments that he will resort to a court
order to force them on a patient. Often
this kind of doctor does not appreciate
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that newer methods have outdated
his way of dealing with certain ills.
And it is often this same kind of
doctor who lacks true appreciation
of his role as a public servant, and
of his patient’s right to choose or
reject certain types of treatment.

So there is this great contrast in
doctors. Of the two types, which would
you want if you were sick, or needed
an operation?

Toward ‘Bloodless

Nowhere is the contrast in doctors
more evident than in the matter of
blood transfusions. In what way?

In the past several years a growing
number of doctors have changed their
minds about giving blood transfusions.
They have learned to perform all kinds
of major surgery without giving blood.
Yet other doctors ignore these new
findings. They still persist in trying

to force blood on people who do not
want it.

The new developments in this field
are typified by such headlines as this
one in the Palo Alto, California, Times:
“New Surgical Techniques Elimi-
nate Blood Transfusion Need.” AnN-
other headline, in the Long Island, New
York, Press, proclaimed: “A Growing
Trend Toward ‘Bloodless Surgery.””
This latter publication stated:

“It used to be that the blood transfusion
was a standard part of surgery. No longer.
In recent years physicians have developed
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new methods of operating to minimize, if not
totally eliminate, blood transfusions. They
claim the new methods are better for the
patients, too.”

Noted heart surgeon Dr. Denton A.
Cooley of the Texas Heart Institute in
Houston says: “The fact is evident now
that most major surgery can be done with-
out transfusion.... Our goal is to see how
little we can use.” And Dr. Jerome H. Kay
writes the following to The Journal of the
American Medical Association: “We have
avoided blood transfusions as much as pos-
sible. . .. We have now done approximate-
ly 6,000 open-heart operations at the Saint
Vincent's Hospital in Los Angeles. Since
we have not been using blood for the ma-
jority of patients, it is our impression that
the patients do better.”

There are several reasons for this trend
toward “bloodless surgery.” One is that
the dangers of blood transfusions have be-
come more widely recognized.

Transfusion Dangers

Newsweek of April 30, 1973, noted that
blood transfusion is “a process that can
produce serious complications if the new
blood is contaminated or is incorrectly
matched with the patient’s.” How serious?
Winfield Miller says in Medical
“No biologic product has a greater po-
tential for fatal mistakes in medical prac-
tice than blood. More than one doctor has
learned to his sorrow that every bottle of
blood in the blood banks is a potential
bottle of nitroglycerin.”

How deadly can blood transfusions be?
Estimates vary. One says that each year
more than 30,000 Americans get hepatitis
from blood transfusions, and that of this
number 3,000 are Kkilled by the disease.
Another estimate says that “180,000 Amer-
icans each year develop serum hepatitis
from blood transfusions.” Still higher fig-
ures have been published in the United
States Congressional Record, which says:
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“The Center for Disease Control has stated
that the actual rate of hepatitfils may be
well in excess of the official figure due to
the failure of many physicians to report se-
rum hepatit[i]s cases. The center estimates
that as many as 35,000 deaths and 500,000
illnesses a year may be due to the presence
of serum hepatit[i]s in blood for trans-
fusions.”

All those estimates are based on just
one complication from blood transfusion
—hepatitis. However, there are others,
like hemolytic reactions and overload,
which are mentioned in the book Compli-
cations in Surgery Management. This book
then adds: “In terms of disability and loss
of life . . . blood transfusions rival some
of our major health problems.” The Cecil-
Loeb Textbook of Medicine estimates that
in the United States “at least 120,000” rec-
ognhizable adverse reactions to blood trans-
fusions can be expected annually.

In Rhodesia the Bulawayo Sunday News
reported late in 1973 on another serious
complication. It told of a baby girl and a
baby boy who had become infected with
syphilis by blood transfusions. Both had
been given blood from the same pool. This
African publication commented: “The
children had been given fresh blood which
had been subjected to the normal tests for
venereal disease and pronounced clear.”
How could such a thing happen? The
Davis-Christopher Textbook of Surgery
explains: “Early stages of syphilis are dif-
ficult to detect and donors may not be
aware of their infection.”

How sensitive blood is can be seen from
recent findings. In a study of 29,000 blood
donors, Wisconsin researchers found an
excessively high amount of carbon mon-
oxide in the blood. Carbon monoxide is
one of the most deadly poisons known.
How did it get into the blood of those
donors? Among the factors given were
automotive exhaust fumes, the person’s
work, and where he lived. The worst of-
fenders were tobacco smokers. They had
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three to four times as high a level of this
poison in their blood.

It is obvious, then, that there are many,
many serious problems linked to blood
transfusions. With good reason, therefore,
the New York State Journal of Medicine
declared: “No transfusion should ever be
given if other therapy will suffice.” And
this conclusion was reached several years
ago before many of the new methods of
“bloodless surgery” had been developed.

No Foolproof Test

Much effort has gone into trying to de-
vise methods of detecting disease-carrying
or incompatible blood. But while some im-
provements have been made, there is no
foolproof method.

This conclusion was reached by the Cali-
fornia Legislature and included in its Bill
No. 793 of March 15, 1973. And Medical
World News acknowledges: “Even if all
donor blood is screened by the most sen-
sitive tests now available . . . , many pa-
tients will still develop post-transfusion
hepatitis.”

Nor is it just a matter of not being able
to screen out the hepatitis factor. The fa-
mous open-heart surgeon at St. Barnabas
Hospital (New York city), Dr. Charles P.
Bailey, states: “Damages of incompatibili-
ty and kidney damage from transfusions,
though much reduced, can never be abol-
ished, no matter how carefully the blood
is ‘matched.””

One of the reasons for these great prob-
lems was noted by the magazine Let’s Live.
In an article written by two doctors, men-
tion is made of “the uniqueness of the re-
lationship between a body and its own
blood.” The article says:

“In his book Who Is Your Doctor and
Why?, Dr. Shadman writes, ‘The blood in
any person is in reality the person himself.
It contains all the peculiarities of the individ-
ual from whence it comes. This includes
hereditary taints, disease susceptibilities,
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poisons due to personal living, eating and

drinking habits. . . .’

“ ‘Every individual has his own type of
blood, and since no two are exactly alike,
you cannot with impunity put another per-
son’s blood into your veins no matter how
well it is typed. Your system has to get rid of
it and begins to do so immediately, and con-
tinues to do so until it has all been elimi-
nated. . . .’

“‘A lot of propaganda is circulated about
purifying the blood and only using the clean
residue. It cannot be done. The bloodletting
of yore has been superseded by blood trans-
fusion. Of all the ridiculous medical practices
of the past and present times, this present
blood craze is the worst.””

The article also quoted Dr. Shadman as
saying: “In performing upwards of 20,-
000 surgical operations, | never gave a
blood transfusion and never had a patient
die from lack of it. 1 have given many
transfusions of normal salt solution. It is
better and safer. | have used it in cases of
all degrees of exsanguination, and none
died. Some were white as chalk and cold as
stone, but they lived.”

Such a claim may seem exaggerated to
some. Yet, note what the authoritative
Davis-Christopher Textbook of Surgery
states: “It has been estimated that 35 to
50 per cent of all blood transfusions are
unnecessary, and only about 1 per cent are
given as lifesaving procedures.”

In addition, it is not likely that the hu-
man element can be eliminated from the
collection and storage of blood. Mistakes
are made, and there is also carelessness,
as acknowledged in Hospital Practice of
January 1974.

Release from Responsibility

The damages from blood transfusions
have created huge legal problems. Doctors
and hospitals have been sued for large
amounts of money. This became far more
serious a problem when not long ago an
American state supreme court ruled that
hospitals can indeed be held liable for dam-
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ages resulting from a blood transfusion.

As a result, many patients that are to
be given blood transfusions have to sign
a release form. By signing this form the
patient agrees to release the hospital and
its personnel from any responsibility if
there is damage from the blood. One such
hospital form reads:

“1 fully understand that the transfusion or
administration of blood or blood derivatives
to me may result in VIRAL HEPATITIS or
other untoward reactions resulting in pos-
sible serious illness and complications, hos-
pitalization, need for further medical care
and treatment, temporary or permanent dis-
ability, as well as other possible adverse
effects upon my health and well-being,
(including death).”

In this form, a space is provided for par-
ents or guardians to sign when the patient
is a minor.

Islt Consistent?

It is certainly consistent with the pa-
tient’s rights to inform him of the dangers
of blood transfusions. That is, if the pa-
tient wants blood. By signing the form he
agrees to take blood at his own risk.

But what if he does NOT want blood?
How consistent is it for doctors and hos-
pitals to want forms signed freeing them
from liability for giving blood, and yet in
other cases want court orders so they can
force blood on unwilling patients?

Also, the same inconsistency is shown
when dealing with patients who are mi-
nors, children. On the one hand, parents
or guardians are asked to sign forms free-
ing doctors and hospitals from responsi-
bility if damage occurs to the child from
a blood transfusion. Yet, on the other hand,
parents or guardians have been ignored
when they sign, or want to sign, forms
freeing doctors and hospitals from liabili-

ty for NOT giving the child a blood trans-
fusion.
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There can be only one consistent and
reasonable view. That is to take into ac-
count the patient’s right to refuse a par-
ticular type of medical treatment. Espe-
cially is this right precious when that
treatment is admittedly dangerous, even
death dealing.

On this point, Dr. Arthur Kelly, former
secretary of the Canadian Medical Asso-
ciation, said: “No doctor can be positive
that a person will die if he doesn’t get a
transfusion or live if he does. It is per-
haps better that the odd person die rather
than the fundamental right of refusing
medical treatment become impaired.”

A More Important Reason

As is well known, Jehovah's witnesses
will not take blood transfusions. True, they
recognize the dangers. But they principal-
ly object on religious grounds, and for
them this is a far more important reason.

God’'s Word, the Holy Bible, specifically
commands true Christians to “abstain
from things polluted by idols and from
fornication and from what is strangled and
from blood.” (Acts 15:20, 29) It says they
should “keep themselves . . . from blood.”
—Acts 21:25.

This prohibition on blood was recorded
in the Christian Greek Scriptures. But it
was not new even then. The same law was
given by God thousands of years earlier,
and is recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures.
Nor was such law given just to the an-
cient nation of Israel. It was given to man-
kind centuries before that nation came into
existence and it applies to all mankind.
—See Genesis 9:4; Leviticus 17:11,12,14;
Deuteronomy 12:23 as examples.

Many people ridiculed such commands
when blood transfusions first became pop-
ular. But now some of these same people
are having second thoughts. They see that
what seemed like a “cure-all” at first has
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now turned into a nightmare. So, after all
these years, the latest findings of modern
medicine have shown the wisdom in the
divine prohibition against taking blood.

Still Trying to Force
Blood Transfusions

One would think that surely now, at this
late date, and in view of the latest infor-
mation and new techniques, doctors and
hospitals would not force blood transfu-
sions on people. But they do.

For example, late in 1973 a young preg-
nant woman, Connie Reavis, refused her
doctor's recommendation to take blood.
The doctor and hospital in Portland, Ore-
gon, took the matter to court. Circuit
Court Judge Berkeley Lent approved the
petition to force blood. Mrs. Reavis re-
fused to comply with the order. She con-
tacted doctors in Seattle who agreed not
to use blood. At the University of Wash-
ington Hospital they performed a success-
ful cesarean section and delivered an
eleven-pound eleven-ounce baby girl. No
blood was used.

In another instance, Curtis Dunn and
his wife Patsy, Jehovah’s witnesses, found
how misleading signed forms can be. Ex-
pecting her third child, they signed a form
releasing the doctors and the hospital from
any liability for her not taking blood.

After the child was bom it developed
anemia. Physicians of a Houston, Texas,
hospital took the infant away from the
parents by a court order and gave it a
blood transfusion. The action was taken
suddenly. No allowance was made for a
hearing of the matter first. But what had
happened to the form they signed?

Closer scrutiny of the release form was
revealing. The form stated only that it
would release the physicians and the hos-
pital from any responsibility for the par-
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ents’ decision. It did not say the parents’
decision would be honored under all cir-
cumstances. So such forms may be rela-
tively valueless. They can be deceptive,
lulling trusting patients into a false sense
of security.

Interestingly, a doctor who analyzed the
case later said: “This anemia in all proba-
bility was due to the prolonged use of the
umbilical venous infusion catheter which
had been inserted [for the infusion of
fluids or blood] when the child was seven
hours old.”

Not “ Lifeor Death”

Many times doctors have told Jehovah's
witnesses faced with major surgery that
they must have a blood transfusion or they
would die. However, over and over again
that has not proved to be the case. Many
have been allowed to take alternate treat-
ment and have done very well. And in do-
ing so they were freed from the dangers
that arise from blood transfusions.

For example, the parents of a one-day-
old baby in Kentucky were told that the
baby had to have a blood transfusion. Doc-
tors in a hospital in Fort Thomas said it
would otherwise die from Rh incompati-
bility. When physicians sought a court
order to give a blood transfusion, the fa-
ther, William Bergeron, contacted another
doctor. He took his baby out of that hos-
pital and transferred it to one in Houston,
Texas. There doctors successfully treated
the child with fluorescent phototherapy
and dismissed it in three days.

The experience of Aaron Lee Washburn,
sixteen years old, was similar. He had been
in a vehicle accident and suffered multiple
fractures of the head and other areas.
At a medical center in Dallas his parents
clearly stated their rejection of blood
transfusions. At first this was respected.
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But three days later the surgeon who was
to operate sought a court order to force
a blood transfusion. He told the judge
that surgery could not be done without it.
But then other surgeons were given the
case. They respected the parents’ stand on
blood and proceeded to operate. The en-
tire operative period lasted seven and a
half hours. No blood was used. The op-
eration was a success and was widely ac-
knowledged in press reports.

Lessons Learned

The experiences that Jehovah’s witness-
es have had regarding blood transfusions
reveal several lessons. One of the more
positive ones is reported on by the Asso-
ciated Press:

“The need to develop surgical techniques
which did not require blood transfusions
was stimulated in part by limitations on
usual forms of surgery imposed by the faith
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, whose religion op-
poses transfusion of donor blood.”

Yes, many of the new procedures and
trends in “bloodless surgery” have come
about because of doctors looking for bet-
ter ways to operate on Jehovah'’s witness-
es. Some of these new techniques have
been so successful that a growing number
of doctors now use them on all their pa-
tients.

Another lesson learned is that while
there are now more doctors who respect
the patient’s right to refuse blood, this is
by no means a universal trend. Many doc-
tors do not show such respect, and will
resort to court orders trying to force blood
on unwilling patients.

A painful lesson learned is that a signed
form is no assurance that the patient's
refusal of blood will be respected. It is
not enough to sign a statement freeing
medical personnel from responsibility if
anything should go wrong because of the
patient's not having taken blood. Such
forms must include a guarantee by the
medical personnel involved not to give
blood under any circumstances. At the
same time, such forms can express the
willingness to take alternative treatment
approved by the patient.

Nevertheless, while Jehovah'’s witnesses
still experience many difficulties, there
have been major “breakthroughs.” They
have seen many in the medical profession
acknowledge that blood transfusions can
damage and kill. They have seen more au-
thorities speak out against the practice.
And they have come to know more and
more doctors who honor their right to
refuse blood. For such understanding doc-
tors, these patients are very grateful.

Higher Mathematics Requires Higher Mathematician

m No one believes that complicated mathematical formulas evolved
without the intelligence of a mathematician. They would never be
attributed to a chance coordination of chalk molecules on a black-
board. Then what of the fantastic mathematical precision found in
the universe? A professor of mathematics from the University of

Cambridge, P. Dirac, said,

in the magazine Scientific American:

“It seems to be one of the fundamental features of nature that
fundamental physical laws are described in terms of a mathematical
theory of great beauty and power, needing quite a high standard

of mathematics for one to understand it.

. One could perhaps

describe the situation by saying that God is a mathematician of a
very high order, and He used very advanced mathematics in construct-

ing the universe.”
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PRING brings a flurry of activity in

birddom. It is the time when birds go
courting. Each species has its own way
of wooing a mate. Courting birds usually
put their best foot and feather forward, so
to speak, and show off any special feature
or skill to the greatest possible advantage.

Courtship “Displays”

Quite naturally, many birds that have
colorful feathers display them to attract
a prospective mate. But even the frigate
bird, which has black feathers,
puts on a colorful display. How?

Well, he has a pink throat
pouch that turns a scarlet red at
courtship time. When the male
inflates his “courtship balloon”
and throws his head fully back,
he makes quite an impression on
any females flying overhead. If a
female frigate bird is interested,
she flies lower and lands close
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to the male. She may visit sev-
eral courting males before mak-
ing her choice. But once she does,
she may find herself literally em-
braced by an ardent male with
outstretched wings.

When the red-winged blackbird
goes courting, he actually bows
and scrapes, flaring his wings
and tail. The sage grouse struts
about with his tail feathers erect.
More than that, he extends anum-
ber of air sacs on his neck so that
neck and chest appear like a
giant balloon, which he may sud-
denly move up and down—all of
which, hopefully, impresses the
female.

Courting peacocks, of course,
know how to strut their stuff too.
The males spread their train into
a dazzling fan made up of irides-
cent gold and green feathers,

adorned with *“eyespots” of blue. Often
a peacock puts on one of these magnifi-
cent performances for admiring humans,
even as he does to impress a prospective
mate.

Also remarkably equipped for courtship
is the Australian lyrebird, with its beau-
tiful lyre-shaped tail. This feathered suitor
has his own way of impressing a female.
In addition to singing, he spreads his tail
to the utmost and brings it all the way

Frigate bird
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forward, extending
the feathers right
over his head!

The blue bird-of-
paradise has a dif-
ferent approach.He
sits on his perch
and calls, then slow-
ly lowers himself
backward. When he
is completely upside
down, his handsome fanlike plumes open
up to their fullest splendor. To make the
gorgeous plumes most conspicuous, he may
shake himself. As he sings, he keeps his
head tilted to one side, in an effort to
observe any effect on a female from all
this topsy-turvy wooing.

Female Perseverance

But not all feathered suitors show
great eagerness to accept a mate. In such
cases the females must show perseverance.
The painted stork, for example, pretends
to preen his feathers. He may also grab at
a nest twig now and then. An interested
female, observing the seemingly industri-
ous male, comes closer. Ah, but is the male
stork eager to receive her? He may ac-
tually drive her away. But despite repeated
harsh treatment, she returns again and
again. She “will not take ‘No’ for an
answer.”

The female’s patience is finally reward-
ed, and the male allows her to step into
the nest. Even then, it may be a few days
before the male completely accepts her.
Once he does, mating takes place, and he
gets busy gathering sticks for the nest.
There is no “pretending” any longer.

Gift-giving

Courting by giving gifts is nothing new
in birddom. Much like a young man deliv-
ering a box of candy to his beloved, a male
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Lyrebird

cardinal searches
out the finest sun-
flower seeds. He
then proceeds to
shell them and to
place each kernel
carefully in the
mouth of the female
of his heart’s desire.
The male com-
mon tern uses other
bait. When courting, he catches a small
fish, holds it crosswise in his beak, and
parades up and down the beach. When a
female appears and accepts the gift, he
bows and scrapes the beach before her. The
birds then pass the gift back and forth.
Finally, the male prepares a hole in the
sand so the female can make the nest.
To the male waxwing, what courtship
gift could be more suitable than a luscious
cherry? When he delivers this gift to the
female of his choice, he carefully places
it into her bill. If the female is interested
in the proposal, she accepts the cherry but
does not eat it. Perched side by side on
a branch, they pass the courtship cherry
back and forth into each other’s bill.

Some birds prefer more practical court-
ship gifts—nesting material! So the male
Adelie penguin comes to a female of his
choice with a variety of pebbles—one at
a time for her inspection. Though one
might assume that a fish would be a better
gift for a pretty penguin, the pebbles do
the trick. (Pebbles are highly valued in
penguindom because they are used as a
foundation to raise the level of the nest as
a protection against melting snows.)

Also practical is the male black-crowned
night heron, who goes courting with twigs.
He presents them to his chosen female one
at a time. If she is interested, she not
only accepts the presents, but begins hunt-
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ing for more twigs and building a nest in
which the two can raise a family.

Serenading the Female

Since the world of birds has some re-
markable singers, it is little wonder that
many feathered suitors serenade the fe-
male as their major way of courting. Thus
a male indigo bunting follows his beloved
hour after hour, rarely pausing in his con-
tinuous serenade, until, at last, she re-
sponds to his captivating songs.

Do these songs really touch the female’s
heart? To find the answer, an experiment
was made with house wrens. A cardiome-
ter was placed in a nest, and it was dis-
covered that each time the male sang, the
pulse rate of the female increased.

But sometimes there are more males
than females, and even persistent singing
of a courtship song may not win a mate.
For example, there are often more male
bobwhites than females. If a cock has
not found a mate, he con-
tinues his cheerful court-
ship song ( ]
even throughout the sum-
mer. On one summer day,
naturalists observed a
bachelor bobwhite from 4
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. He gave
out 1,430 courtship calls,
as many as eight in one
minute. But when a mate
is found, the serenading
stops and he takes up the
role of an expectant father.

Then, too, not all birds
sing beautifully. The
downy woodpecker, not being a great
songster, attracts a female by doing what
he is good at—beating a tattoo on a hollow
limb. The male ruffed grouse serenades by
perching on a fallen log, beating the air
rapidly with his wings. This produces
thumps that have a hollow ventriloquistic
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Blue bird-of-paradise

quality. The male increases his speed to
about twenty strokes a second before his
serenade is completed.

Dances and Acrobatics

Some winged suitors prefer to do more
than just serenading or displaying some
fancy feathers. They dance, and the fe-
male often joins in to show her interest.
When the male ruby-throated humming-
bird sees a preening female in whom he is
interested, he goes into a spectacular aerial
“pendulum dance.” The wooing male flies
about in a large arc of about ten feet, fol-
lowing the pattern of a swinging pendu-
lum, all the while displaying to best ad-
vantage his flaming throat. If the female
accepts the proposal, she joins in the acro-
batics. Both then fly a vertical path up
and down. When the male is up, the
female is down, and so it goes. Shortly
after this, the birds mate, and they be-
gin preparing for the job of raising the
forthcoming family.

Soon after sunset the
American woodcock may
be seen in his fast-flying
courtship sky dance, de-
scribed this way by one ob-
server: “In great spirals
he flew up and down to-
ward the moon. All the
while, his wings whistled a
long song to a female hid-
den in the bog below.
Reaching the peak of his
flight high above the earth,
the Woodcock started his
spectacular drop. The reg-
ular whistling of the long climb into the
sky changed now to an irregular whistling
interspersed with a soft melody. Down he
came in a power dive, faster and faster.
Nearing the earth, the bird checked his
descent by spreading his wings. He alight-
ed very close to where he had taken off a
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few minutes before.” After observing a
number of these courtship flights, an im-
pressed female emerges from her hiding
place and joins the male.

Certain water birds, such as the grebes,
dance on water! The courting birds chum
their feet rapidly, elevating themselves in-
to an erect position with almost their en-
tire body clear of the water. In this way
they romantically patter across the sur-
face of the water.

A House for Courtship

One of the most amazing courtships in
birddom is carried on by the bowerbirds
of New Guinea and Australia. The males
of each species make their own kind of
house out of twigs. It may be several feet
long and up to four feet high and decorated
with an endless variety of colorful objects,
such as flowers and berries. Certain bow-
erbirds even paint their courtship houses,

g i
VE you noticed that a common trait of
young people is their desire to act and
believe like the majority of other young
people? This is often manifested in the type
of music they listen to or in their styles of
clothing. How refreshing it is, though, when a
young person is willing to be different if there
is valid reason for it!

At an assembly of Jehovah’s witnesses in
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, a sixteen-
year-old Witness related what occurred when
she did not concur with the majority of students
in her school who accepted the teaching of
evolution as presented to them. She explained:

“Evolution is a major theory in the study
of biology. My teacher gave us an assignment
to write an essay on any subject at all, as long
as it was about biology. | decided to write an
involved study of evolution, but disproving it,
using the Bible. I wrote a twenty-four-page
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mixing the paint by chewing colored ber-
ries and charcoal. They usually apply the
paint with their bills, but some search out
bark or vegetation that serves them as
paintbrushes. The crestless bowerbird not
only decorates his bower but goes wooing
with a flower in his mouth.

When a female is attracted by a court-
ship home and the antics of its builder, she
enters into the bower and mating takes
place. Then, strangely, she abandons the
courtship home and flies away to build her
own nest in which to raise the young in
solitude.

Spring is the time when birds are court-
ing in their own distinctive way—display-
ing, singing, giving gifts, dancing and
building houses. It is a colorful display.
As one thinks upon the thousands of dif-
ferent kinds of birds, God-fearing persons
see in them evidence of the greatly diver-
sified wisdom of a loving Creator.—Eph.
3:10.

M norituf’ Q’\/pinion99

essay entitled ‘Evolution: Is It Really the Story
of Life?'”

What was the result? How would the teacher
react, since he strongly believed in evolution?
Would he evaluate the logical and Scriptural
reasons with an open mind? On the front page
of the essay he wrote this comment:

“An excellent piece of work! You have spent
a great deal of time and put much effort and
thinking into this essay. It puts forth a good
argument for your beliefs. To me, tit is] quite
refreshing to read the logic and thinking of
one who is willing to say what she thinks, even
if it is a ‘minority* opinion.**

This was not a matter of being different just
to attract attention or because of being ornery.
There was valid reason for taking exception
to the belief of the majority. And when such
is the case, truly it is “quite refreshing’*for one
to be willing to hold “a ‘minority* opinion.”
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'LL get you for that!”

J Does that threat sound
familiar to you? Through-
out human history it has
been common for people to
return evil for evil, or to re-
taliate. This attitude is es-
pecially widespread today.

Retaliation takes many
forms. Youngsters often hit
back at other youths who
may annoy them. Angry
motorists retaliate against
other motorists or pedestri-
ans by honking horns or
by trying to obstruct other
drivers in some way. Fami-
ly members retaliate by
shouting at one another or
by giving the “silent treat-
ment.” Retaliation has
snuffed out the lives of mil-
lions of persons in interna-
tional wars and in “blood
feuds” between families or
clans.

Why do people retaliate?
For some, “getting even”
is a matter of pride. Others
reason that, if a person does
not retaliate when injured
or wronged, he is actually
encouraging others to take
advantage of him.

How do you feel? If
someone mistreats you,
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Should You Retaliate?

would it be wise to overlook the matter? Or should you
retaliate?

No one knows more about how humans should treat
one another than does Jehovah God, our Creator. God’s
viewpoint of how people should respond when pressured
by others is contained in the Holy Scriptures, which are
“inspired of God and beneficial ... for setting things
straight.” (2 Tim. 3:16) What, then, does the Bible say
about retaliation?

At Proverbs 24:29, God’'s Word instructs:
say: ‘Just as he did to me, so | am going to do to him.
First Peter 3:9 adds that Christians are not to pay back
“reviling for reviling.” So retaliation, in word as well as
deed, is to be avoided. Even thinking about returning evil
for evil displeases God. “A heart fabricating hurtful
schemes” is listed among the “six things that Jehovah
does hate.”—Prov. 6:16, 18.

Instead of retaliation, the Bible encourages forgiveness
and the showing of love to all, even to one’'s enemies.
(Luke 17:3, 4; 10:27; 6:27, 35) In his Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus stressed the importance of forgiveness, say-
ing: “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heav-
enly Father will also forgive you; whereas if you do not
forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses.”—Matt. 6:14, 15.

But is it practical to follow such advice? Yes. Those
who are determined to get back at someone for a griev-
ance are likely to make matters worse. Proverbs 26:21
states: “As charcoal for the ember's and wood for the
fire, so is a contentious man for causing a quarrel to
glow.” On the other hand, persons who refuse to return
evil for evil often find that the situation improves for
them. “An answer, when mild, turns away rage.”—Prov.
15:1.

Also, the Scriptures warn: “Pride is before a crash, and
a haughty spirit before stumbling.” (Prov. 16:18) In
Jehovah's eyes a person who retaliates lowers himself to
the level of the one who offended him.—Prov. 26:4.

One's physical health may be involved too. Emotions
such as anger, hatred and resentment, which often lead
to retaliation, can be very damaging to health. American
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Dr. T. R. Van Dellen recently observed:
“Anger rarely is listed on a death certifi-
cate, but the emotion is a more common
cause of death than many people believe.”
Dr. Hans Selye, director of the University
of Montreal's Institute of Experimental
Medicine and Surgery, pointed out:

“It is not the hated person or the frus-
trating boss who will get ulcers, hyperten-
sions, and heart disease. It is the one who
hates or the one who permits himself to
be frustrated. ‘Love thy neighbor’ is one of
the safest bits of medical advice ever given.”

Besides this, one who tries to avenge
the wrongs committed against him is re-
ally out of order. Why so? Because, at
Romans 12:19, God’s Word says: “Do not
avenge yourselves, beloved, but yield place
to the wrath; for it is written: ‘Vengeance
is mine; | will repay, says Jehovah.'”
One who retaliates is thus presuming to
play the role of God.

People alive today can especially take
heart. Why? Because they have seen a
worldwide fulfillment of the “sign” Jesus
gave regarding “the conclusion of the sys-
tem of things.” (Matt. 24:3-25:46) The
present generation, therefore, will yet live
to see God take action to rid the earth of
all forms of wickedness.—Matt. 24:32-34.

A person who obeys the Scriptural coun-
sel not to retaliate may find that others
accuse him of cowardice. But is such an
accusation justified? In your own experi-
ence, what have you found demands more
courage: to lose one's temper and retali-
ate, or to maintain self-control? God’s
Word declares: “He that is slow to anger
is better than a mighty man, and he that
is controlling his spirit than the one cap-
turing a city.”—Prov. 16:32.

Contrast with this what is said at Prov-
erbs 25:28: “As a city broken through,
without a wall, is the man that has no re-
straint for his spirit.” Do you wish to be-
come like a city left wide open for attack
by hostile forces? Are people who encour-
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age strife the ones you want to impress?
The Scriptures counsel: “Do not have com-
panionship with anyone given to anger;
and with a man having fits of rage you
must not enter in, that you may not get
familiar with his paths and certainly take
a snare for your soul.”—Prov. 22:24, 25.

Jehovah God sets the perfect pattern
for how persons should react when pro-
voked. The psalmist wrote of Jehovah:
“He has not done to us even according to
our sins; nor according to our errors has
he brought upon us what we deserve.”
—Ps. 103:10.

But, even if you do your best to avoid
strife and those who cause it, others will
surely irritate you at times. How should
you react if this happens?

Well, what did Jesus do when faithless
opposers of God’s truth sought to harm
him? First Peter 2:23 informs us: “When
he was being reviled, he did not go reviling
in return. When he was suffering, he did
not go threatening.” What did Jesus do
instead of retaliating? The same verse con-
tinues: “But [he] kept on committing him-
self to the one who judges righteously.”
Because of Jesus’ faithful dependence upon
his Father when under pressure, Jehovah
God sustained him through all his trials.
God will do the same for you if you follow
Christ’s faithful example and “throw your
burden upon Jehovah himself,” instead of
trying to avenge yourself.—Ps. 55:22;
1 Pet. 2:21; 5:9, 10.

These are powerful reasons to shun re-
taliation. It violates God's commands and
can, therefore, mar one’s relationship with
Jehovah. The emotions associated with re-
taliation can give rise to serious physical
disorders. A determination to get even can
lead to more serious violations of God’s
law, including violence and murder. In ad-
dition to this, Jehovah promises that he
himself will soon remove all wickedness.
In view of this, should you retaliate?
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“Global Emergency”

<$ U.N. Secretary-General
Waldheim opened the recent
special session of the General
Assembly by saying that,
though world forces leading up
to it have been building up for
a long time, “what is new is
the sudden and dramatic ur-
gency of the present situation
and the acute acceleration of
the historical process which
has brought us face to face
with a global emergency.” Enu-
merating the problems of pov-
erty, population, food, energy,
militarism and economics, he
said that most had been dis-
cussed internationally for
many years. “But the sense of
urgency—even of emergency—
is relatively new, for the events
of recent months have drama-
tized the dangers of drift and
inaction in such a way as to
alarm all governments.”

Wheat Demand

Will the United States be
able to make a comeback this
year as the world's granary
with huge surpluses of wheat?
A broker at the Chicago Board
of Trade wheat pit says of the
export buyers: “Not only were
they there, but they began
buying like crazy—and never
backed off.” A grain expert
noted one order for two million
tons. “That's just one order,”
he said, “but it is about a fifth
of the additional wheat the
nation hopes to harvest in 1974,
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It tells us that no matter how
much we produce, the world
demand keeps catching up.”

Violent Times

Serious crime took a 5-per-
cent leap in the U.S. in 1973.
The last three months were
particularly alarming, as it
rose 16 percent over the same
period in 1972. Attorney Gen-
eral William Saxbe comments:
“1 personally feel serious crime
is up, . . . and I'm not going to
try to whoosh it away by say-
ing we're getting better report-
ing.” (Recent government stud-
ies indicate that about half of
all crimes are reported.) “The
renewed upsurge ... is very
disturbing to me because the
statistics give no clue as to
what is causing it.” London
also reports a 13-percent in-
crease in violent crime for last
year.

Church-backed Rebellion

<> Canadian Anglican priest
W. Maultsaid was sent to Brit-
ish Honduras to help organize
economic development proj-
ects. He reported to church
members that some church
funds were put to use in “sup-
port of an underground oppo-
sition to the party dominating
local politics,” says the Saska-
toon Star-Phoenix. A group of
Canadian laymen have orga-
nized a protest against Cath-
olic and Protestant “charity”
drives that use donated money

to support worldwide terrorist
movements. A spokesman for
the group says: “This horrifies
me—because the churches’
work is the saving of individ-
ual souls. | don't think they
should be involved in political
activity, including the Killing
of blacks or whites.”

Religion’s “Gay Crusade”

<> The National Federation of
(Catholic) Priests' Councils re-
cently urged the repeal of civil
laws that make “homosexual
acts between [consenting]
adults” a crime. Their resolu-
tion on this also asks that
special effort be made in assist-
ing homosexuals “to find em-
ployment in the church consis-
tent with their abilities and
desires.” Meanwhile, the Unit-
ed Methodist Council on Youth
Ministry declares that homo-
sexuality should “not be a bar
to the ministry.” The Bible
disagrees.—1 Cor. 6:9, 10.

Brazil’s Flood

<> “This used to be a paradise
with all the possibilities of be-
coming a dynamic center for
the entire region,” said the
president of the Education
Foundation of Tubarao, Brazil.
About 90 percent of the city
of 70,000 was destroyed or bad-
ly damaged by the flood that
recently ravaged the area. In
the region, 500 to 1,000 persons
are believed to be dead or
missing, as well as about 50,-
000 cattle. The rains, following
months of drought, also heav-
ily damaged crops in this
southern farming area.

Jewish Family Problems

<> From 1900 to 1965 the num-
ber of U.S. Jews marrying non-
Jews rose from about one in
100 to one in 10. Now about one
in 3 do so. The British chief
rabbi, fearing Jewish extinc-
tion, says: “The worst cancer
is the painless type . . . Inter-
marriage is such a scourge.”
The New York Board of Rab-
bis voted to oust colleagues
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who perform mixed marriages,
and its president says that to
keep the Jewish community
growing “three children should
be the minimum number for
Jewish families but the
larger the better.” Is this con-
cern for survival religious?
Typically, an Australian Jew-
ess says her atheist husband
would “feel very upset if his
children didn't marry Jews.
But not because of any reli-
gious feeling at all.”

Planetary Surprises

<> Four of the eight planets
other than earth in our solar
system have been visited re-
cently at close range by
picture-taking spacecraft. Now
scientists are busy reexamin-
ing old theories. Mercury, clos-
est to the sun, surprises them;
it seems to have a weak mag-
netic field and a thin atmo-
sphere. Venus apparently has
almost no magnetic field, but
is covered with hot clouds
swirling continuously at hun-
dreds of miles per hour. Mars'
200-mile-per-hour dust storms
come seasonally, as do im-
mense polar ice caps; but its
lack of liquid water challenges
theories about life there. A 15-
mile-high volcano dwarfs
Mount Everest. Giant Jupiter
seems to have two magnetic
fields, the outer one buffeted
back as much as a million
miles or more when the sun
sends out strong bursts of “so-
lar wind.”

Cancer Comparison

<> Soviet cancer deaths report-
ed by Vestnik Statistiki are
said to be the lowest among
industrial nations. Though
there has been a steady in-
crease in the death rate, by
1972 it was 129.6 per 100,000
population, about 22 percent
less than the U.S. figure. A
sharp increase in the Russian
male death rate was attributed
to lung cancer from smoking.
Similar to the U.S., male
deaths from lung cancer were
said to be five times those of
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women. The subduing of most
childhood diseases has now
made cancer the number one
killer of children ages one to
14 in the United States.

Smoking Paradox

<> U.S. government efforts to
discourage smoking by ban-
ning radio and television ad-
vertising of cigarettes are los-
ing ground while their efforts
to help tobacco farming are
gaining. The U.S. Department
of Agriculture reports that
1973 marks the third year in
a row of rising cigarette con-
sumption. The 4.6-percent rise
to a record 591 billion far out-
strips population growth and
represents an average of more
than 2,800 cigarettes for each
person in the country! Mean-
while, “agriculture officials
said government price sup-
ports for 1974 tobacco will be
87 percent above last year's
rates,” reports the Detroit
News.

Plasma Hepatitis

<& How safe are blood prod-
ucts? Of 52 patients at an In-
diana hospital recently, 19 de-
veloped viral hepatitis after
being given a plasma protein
product. The manufacturer has
recalled the product.

“A Job for the Creator”
<> Two of the world's most fa-
mous heart surgeons recently
commented on the future of
transplants. Dr. Michael E.
DeBakey says: “l think the
general interest as far as
heart transplants is concerned
has diminished greatly because
of the experience that we had
. . The results were not suf-
ficiently good to justify the ef-
fort.” Dr. Denton A. Cooley
observes: “Although we have
been able to replace all the
components of the heart, the
only part we cannot replace is
the heart muscle ... It seems
that is a job for the creator
... That seems to be the fron-
tier beyond which we have not
been able to advance.”

China’s “Barefoot Doctors”

<> Shanghai's Bureau of Pub-
lic Health figures indicated a
life expectancy of about 70
years there, up from about 40
years in the 1930's. Some of
the improvement in health
care, especially in rural areas,
is said to be from the efforts
of more than a million chijiao

yisheng, “barefoot doctors.”
These workers are given sev-
eral months' initial training

followed by continued on-the-
job education in the treatment
of “light diseases” and minor
injuries. China Reconstructs
magazine reports that in 1973
these health workers handled
65 percent of all the out-patient
visits in one typical county.
More serious ailments are re-
ferred to professional physi-
cians.

Value of 1Q Scores

<> Do the average lower 1Q
scores of blacks compared with
whites indicate inherited lower
intelligence? A recent article
in Science magazine indicates
No. It presents much evidence
showing that no reliable way
has been found to test intelli-
gence that is unaffected by
“cultural differences and differ-
ences in psychological environ-
ment. . . . The 1Q scores them-
selves contain uncontrollable,
systematic errors of unknown
magnitude. these errors
are apparent in the very large
discrepancies” among mea-
surements by different inves-
tigators. It notes in conclusion
that “no valid inferences can
be drawn” to prove genetic
inferiority, and that research
to this end “is scientifically
worthless.”

Evangelism and Belief

<> Christendom's churches of-
ten talk about the need for
‘spreading the Gospel/ But
why are their actual efforts at
evangelism so weak? Presby-
terian George Sweazey, pro-
fessor of evangelism at Prince-
ton Seminary, notes: “People
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are saying that if the theolo-
gians aren't sure about what
they believe anymore, how can
[the people] be. . . . You have
to offer them something clear,
definite and real to believe in.”

Carnival Carnage

<> Four days of frantic cele-
brating in the name of reli-
gion recently produced a vio-
lent death toll of 170 in Rio
de Janeiro. The sharply higher
than usual toll resulted from
assaults and accidents. Until
carnival revelry officially end-
ed at noon on Roman Catho-
lic Ash Wednesday, millions
“went on a final, all-night
binge of wild samba dancing,”
reports the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, “the women in bi-
kinis and flimsy, transparent
dresses, many of the men bare-
chested.”
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“Smoked” Babies

<> Pregnant mothers who
smoke can undermine their
children’s futures, according
to the British Medical Journal.
Children whose mothers smoke
ten or more cigarettes each
day are, on the average, as
much as one half inch shorter
and five months slower in men-
tal abilities than their “un-
smoked” peers at ages seven
and eleven. The Canadian Med-
ical Association Journal notes
a study revealing a reduced
average birth weight among
babies born to smoking moth-
ers, and a 24-percent higher
risk of death near the time of
the baby’s birth. Another study
of 17,000 Canadian births notes
a 50-percent greater risk of
congenital heart defects
among the “smoked” babies.

Channel Tunnel
British workmen have be-

gun operations at Dover to dig
the access route for the pro-
posed 20-mile underwater tun-
nel between Britain and
France. The work, already be-
gun in Sangatte, France, last
November 15, is projected for
completion some time in 1980.
Optimistically, British Rail-
ways has already sold tickets
on the train scheduled to take
passengers under the Straits
of Dover.

Near Miss

<$> A 1,000-ton meteor passed
across U.S. and Canadian skies
on August 10, 1972. A recent
report reveals that a U.S. Air
Force satellite also saw it from
above. The 13-foot meteor had
come within 36 miles of the
earth’s surface at a speed of
33,000 miles per hour! One ex-
pert says that a hit on earth
would have rivaled the atomic
bomb blasts of World War II.
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