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— Romans 13:11

V o lu m e  L V F e b r u a r y  8, 1974 N u m b e r  3

IN TIMES past the school played an im­
portant part in the moral development 

of a child. But school was then much more 
than a place of instruction where students 
filled their heads with facts.

The early American philosopher Jona­
than Edwards explained that in his day 
(the eighteenth century) education meant 
“discipline for life’s duties, discipline to 
life’s natural moral laws, discipline in the 
rule of life’s Great Exemplar.” At that

time moral training was viewed as more 
important than gaining knowledge.

Things are much different today. Few 
people now enter school to acquire moral 
discipline. There is a totally different at­
mosphere in today’s schools from that in 
the schools of years gone by. How does 
this affect your children? What do they 
face in school today?

Indifference Toward Study

One of the problems your child is likely 
to face in school today is indifference to­
ward study. In his book School Discipline 
in an Age of Rebellion, Knute Larson 
explains that perhaps the most difficult 
problem that teachers now face is “ the 
problem of just plain ‘turned off’ kids.” 
Teacher Bel Kaufman asked: “How do you 
overcome apathy? . . . These girls are 
heavy with apathy. I ask them what they 
would like to do: I offer them choices. 
They would just as soon sit there till the 
period is over.” She described the situation 
in today’s schools as “ominous” and 
“ frightening.”

Why are so many students today in­
different toward their schoolwork? One 
reason is that some children take a ma­
terialistic view of their education. They 
will apply themselves only to subjects that 
they feel will benefit them materially.
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Knute Larson observes: “Outside of di­
rectly job related learning experiences, 
many high school students regard the en­
tire academic curriculum as a complete 
waste of time.”

Other youngsters refuse to study any­
thing. They have the attitude that ‘the 
world owes them a living’ and they see no 
need to acquire skills to care for them­
selves in later life. These individuals go 
to school only because they have to or in 
order to cause mischief.

One of the sad results of apathy toward 
schoolwork is that many children do not 
learn to read well. An article appearing in 
the Dallas Morning News for June 24, 
1973, said: “At commencement exercises 
throughout the city recently, anywhere 
from 500 to 1,000 of Dallas’ 9,000 gradu­
ating seniors, according to official esti­
mates, walked across stages to be handed 
diplomas they could not read.”

Of course, poor reading may not be 
wholly the fault of a child. Some methods 
of instruction in reading have proved woe­
fully inadequate and have come under at­
tack by educators. A San Francisco stu­
dent recently filed a million-dollar suit 
against the city and state because he grad­
uated from high school without being able 
to read adequately.

How well does your child read? How 
does the atmosphere in his school affect 
him? Have you visited his school and spo­
ken with his teachers recently? More im­
portantly, have you talked with him per­
sonally about his experiences at school? 
Children benefit when their parents take 
an interest in what they do.

Attitude Toward Authority

Until recent years the schools did much 
to engender respect for authority in young

people. But now many children do not de­
velop such respect. One educator from the 
United States observed:

“As we proceeded into the seventies, a 
formidable youth rebellion started to move 
down from the colleges into our secondary 
schools.”

A former assistant principal at Peoria 
High School, Illinois, made the following 
comparison of his own school days with 
what goes on in schools today:

“I know there was some mischievousness 
when I was in school too, but it wasn’t on 
an organized basis to disrupt or disparage 
or cut down the teacher’s authority or re­
spect as it seems to be now. . . . There’s 
been a decided depreciation in the attitude 
of many of the students. . . . Discipline and 
standards seem to have ceased. . . .  [It used 
to be] when I’d go in a classroom if there 
was quite a bit of noise, it would quiet down 
within seconds. I was a symbol of authority. 
But not any more . . . they have no respect 
for authority.”

This is not because teachers fail to in­
struct pupils concerning respect for au­
thority. But how is a child to reconcile 
what his teacher tells him with what he 
sees adults doing? For example, when he 
sees perhaps his own teacher, the police, 
firemen or other civil employees go on 
strike for more pay in defiance of the 
law, will the youngster not conclude that 
rebellion is the only way to get ahead?

Disrespect for authority exists even in 
grade school today. Because of this, one 
teacher retired early. She explained: “The 
language some of [the smaller children] 
use is one thing. In some cases it’s just 
unbelievable.” A high school teacher who 
also retired early said: “They whine a lot, 
about things like the dress code, and they 
go around the halls looking like animals, 
. . . bare feet and all, . . . It’s just de­
pressing.”

Rebellion against authority spreads out­
side the classroom too. Young people of­
ten look down on the authority of the
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police and of the government. A New York 
high school boy declared: “Kids view the 
police as a waste of time. If they want 
to have a gang fight, the kids feel that 
the police have no business breaking it 
up.” As to government: “Many young peo­
ple feel that they should be their own 
rulers,” he said.

Violence and Vandalism

Youngsters have been subjected to a 
worse influence in this generation than in 
any previous period of time. Each day 
news reports tell of war and of nations ac­
complishing their aims by aggression and 
other underhanded means. Children spend 
thousands of hours watching television 
programs that glorify violence, crime and 
sadism. The effects of this influence are 
seen in the conduct of children at school.

The Register of Orange County, Cali­
fornia, reported: “Today the newspapers 
that speak of mugging, vandalism, robbery 
at knife point, assault and rape refer, not 
to the underworld, but to our schools, our 
children.”

Newspapers report shootings and knif­
ings in classrooms and schoolyards, rapes, 
even “vendetta” attacks upon teachers. 
The Health and Education Committee of 
the New York City Council reported 5,700 
major crimes involving drugs and includ­
ing rapes and assault on teachers and stu­
dents during 1971. The special report en­
titled “Vandalism and Violence” declares: 
“Teaching in school is twice as dangerous 
as working in a steel m ill. . .  [There is a] 
constant need for disciplining aggressive 
pupils, which in some schools takes from 
50% to 75% of a teacher’s time.”

Many school locker rooms have become 
deadly arsenals. A New York schoolboy 
says of his classmates: “Practically ev­

eryone in the whole school carries guns 
or knives.”  A high school principal states:

“W e’ve gone from finding water guns and 
bubble gum in lockers to grass [marijuana], 
ice picks and guns. W e’re rapidly develop­
ing an environment of fear for the student 
who wants to come to school to learn . . . 
The few are terrorizing the many.”

Violent behavior at school is not limited 
to high schools and colleges. Even the very 
young face this.

Destructive vandalism regularly con­
fronts schoolchildren today. The report 
Vandalism and Violence says: “ In the past 
few years, school vandalism and violence, 
once the marks of a few destructive ‘bad 
boys’ and ‘psychotics,’ have taken on the 
magnitude of a national dilemma.”

In some areas students face pressure to 
join gangs. A high school student stated: 
“ If someone looks strong, a gang will 
‘draft’ him. First they will ask him to join. 
Then they will tell him to do so. Whether 
he agrees to join them or not, they will 
beat him up.” Fear, coupled with the de­
sire to be accepted by fellow students, 
moves many to do what others demand.

Drugs and Sexual Immorality

Another difficulty that your children 
are likely to face in school is drug abuse. 
In 1972 a government report from Sydney, 
Australia, revealed that “up to 50,000 
N[ew] S[outh] W[ales] schoolchildren 
could be experimenting with hard-line 
drugs.” The report pointed out that 85 per­
cent of New South Wales’ senior students 
had been offered marijuana or other “soft” 
drugs in high schools. An undercover nar­
cotics agent who said that she had worked 
for more than three years in New York 
city schools stated: “ In general, school is 
like a haven for drugs. It’s a big business 
there.” She claimed that in some schools
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90 percent of the students were using some 
form of drug. Even some teachers have 
been arrested for “ pushing” drugs to stu­
dents.

Some schools have taken steps to com­
bat drug abuse by students. But the drug 
problem among youngsters is so wide­
spread that your children are likely to en­
counter it in some way. Will they be pre­
pared to resist successfully the temptation 
to experiment with drugs?

The moral climate among today’s young 
people may present yet another problem 
for your children to face in school. Many 
teachers and students have adopted the 
so-called “new morality.” It is common for 
unmarried teen-agers to have sexual re­
lations today. They view it as simply ‘keep­
ing up with the times.’

Overly explicit discussions of sexual 
matters in class often turn young minds 
in a wrong direction. School discussions of 
sex are often based upon the teacher’s per­
sonal point of view. Some teachers ap­
prove of, even encourage, sexual relations 
between unmarried persons, homosexuali­
ty, masturbation and other sexual perver­
sions. One eight-year-old girl came home 
from such a discussion at school and asked 
her mother: “When can I start doing these 
things?”

Of course, some teachers deplore the ex­
cessive immorality practiced so openly to­
day. Not all schools present the same pres­
sures. But what about the school your 
children attend? Do you know exactly 
what they face in school in this regard? 
As a parent, you should. The best way to 
find out is to talk with them about it.

The School Course'

Schoolchildren may face a variety of 
other difficulties in school. The school

course itself can present problems. For ex­
ample, children whose religion is different 
from that of the majority of their class­
mates may encounter customs and prac­
tices in school that are incompatible with 
what they have learned at home. Those 
who have been raised strictly according to 
Bible principles may face problems during 
holiday seasons that they know are of pa­
gan origin. Teachers sometimes expect the 
entire class to participate in activities re­
lated to these holidays. But some children 
may not be able to do this with a clear 
conscience. This may even cause other 
students to ridicule and abuse them.

The widespread teaching of evolution is 
another problem. Often, courses in biology 
and history present evolution as a fact. Ex­
aminations may be graded as to whether 
a student agrees with evolution. This can 
cause difficulties for those who do not ac­
cept this unproved theory.

School courses may even include witch­
craft and other occult subjects. The Prince 
George’s Sentinel of Hyattsville, Maryland, 
reported the following:

“ [Citizens for Community Schools] mem­
bers plan to protest the distribution of a 
series of handbooks and teachers’ guides 
which introduce students to the basic prin­
ciples of astrology, palmistry, fortune-telling 
by dice and medieval spells and chants. . . . 
[They] plan to argue, however, that their 
children in county junior high and senior 
highs have already taken part in ‘spell­
casting’ and ‘witchcraft’ sessions in English 
classes, in addition to writing papers on 
their horoscope or zodiac signs. . . . The 
students are required to prepare creative 
writing pieces, for example, on exercises 
contained in one book called ‘Fortune Tell­
er’s Handbook,’ in which chapters on graph­
ology, astrology, and other occult activities 
are included.”

Indeed, your children can face serious 
problems in school today. Widespread 
apathy toward schoolwork and disrespect
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toward authority can adversely affect 
their thinking. The crime, violence and 
general disregard for other people among 
youths today can have a harmful effect on 
them too. Even the course of study may

contain subjects that are detrimental. Can 
anything be done to counteract these in­
fluences? How can parents help their chil­
dren through the difficulties they face at 
school?

HOW can you assist your children to 
grow up to be responsible, morally up­

right individuals? What can you do to 
prepare them to resist the pressures to­
ward rebellion, violence, drug abuse, im­
morality and other types of wrongdoing 
that they meet up with both in school and 
elsewhere? How can you help your chil­
dren to gain the maximum benefit from 
their education in spite of difficulties?

Consider an observation of Dr. Lee Salk 
and Rita Kramer in the book How to Raise 
a Human Being: “ In order to be capable 
of learning [in later life], [a child] should 
already have developed both trust and 
self-control, the sense that it is worth­
while trying to please others and the abili­
ty to keep from acting on every impulse.” 
So, early training at home is of vital im­
portance for children.

Early Training Important

No one knows more about child rearing 
than Jehovah God. At Proverbs 22:6 his 
Word counsels: “Train up a boy according 
to the way for him; even when he grows 
old he will not turn aside from it.” “The

way” concerning which young people need 
instruction is set out in the Bible.

From its pages they can be helped to 
“know” God. This can have a wholesome 
effect on them, because it is by learning 
of God’s excellent qualities and all that he 
has done for mankind that humans devel­
op love for him and an earnest desire to 
have his approval. Whether parents pro­
vide such wholesome instruction or not, 
the thinking and habits of their children 
will take shape. It is an evidence of dis­
cernment and loving concern when par­
ents teach their children even from infan­
cy Jehovah’s ways.

It is well known that much of the in­
difference of young people stems from 
failure to see any real purpose in life. And 
who is it that ought to be answering their 
questions about this? The parents. Surely, 
some do try; they endeavor to give them 
good standards by which to live. But when 
children learn that the majority of people, 
often their parents too, indulge in dishon­
esty and immorality, they frequently re­
ject the ideals that they classify as simply 
belonging to ‘another generation.’ Some­
thing more than personal opinion is needed 
in order to teach one’s children effectively. 
The Bible fills that need because it is the
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Word of mankind’s Creator, the Source of 
life.—2 Tim. 3:16, 17.

Of course, you will not be able to use 
it to help your children if you personally 
do not believe in God or in the Bible. Chil­
dren are not easily fooled. If you tell them 
to do one thing but you yourself do the 
opposite, your children will be quick to 
detect the hypocrisy. So parents have a 
weighty responsibility. If they wish to pro­
tect their children from the self-seeking, 
materialistic spirit of so many of today’s 
youth, they must train them in godly 
principles both by word and by example.

The Role of Discipline

For children to be equipped to cope with 
the pressures of life, discipline is vital. The 
Bible says of God: “Whom Jehovah loves 
he disciplines.” (Heb. 12:6) The Scrip­
tures also state: “ The one holding back his 
rod is hating his son, but the one loving 
him is he that does look for him with dis­
cipline.”—Prov. 13:24.

Is this an outmoded way of looking 
at things? Should people view discipline 
at home and at school as unnecessarily 
harsh? Dr. Norman Henchey of McGill 
University writes: “The current wisdom 
holds that discipline is an invasion of free­
dom, that only by giving freedom can we 
teach others to be free.. . .  But experience 
and common sense tell us otherwise. . . . 
Indulgence is not the spring from which 
we draw self-control.”

Firm, consistent discipline is really an 
indication to your children that you love 
them. Youngsters crave discipline and will 
often misbehave if they do not receive it. 
Authors Salk and Kramer write:

“Children feel safer and are more produc­
tive in a structured environment; this has 
been demonstrated by research and con­
firmed by clinical experience. An atmosphere
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of complete freedom seems to lead to feel­
ings of insecurity and various kinds of pro­
vocative ‘testing’ behavior.”
Discipline, lovingly applied, will help 

your child in many ways. He will feel more 
secure emotionally. He will not become 
frustrated in later life when things do not 
‘go his way’ at times. And discipline will 
help your child to develop an early respect 
for authority. But discipline does not 
mean simply punishment.

Help Through 
“ Mental-regulating”

The Scriptures, at Ephesians 6:4, show 
what must accompany discipline: “And 
you, fathers, do not be irritating your chil­
dren, but go on bringing them up in the 
discipline and mental-regulating of Jeho­
vah.” “Mental-regulating” means more 
than merely training the intellect by im­
parting facts about God to your children. 
The Theological Dictionary of the New 
Testament comments on the verb form of 
the Greek word for mental-regulating: 

“ [It] describes an effect on the will and 
disposition, and it presupposes an opposition 
which has to be overcome. It seeks to cor­
rect the mind, to put right what is wrong, 
to improve the spiritual attitude. . . .  It does 
not mean ‘to punish/ but through the word 
. . .  to cause the appeal to the moral con­
sciousness to gain a hold over men and 
bring them to repentance and shame, so that 
punishment is superfluous.”
So parents must do more than provide 

information for their children. They must 
exert strenuous effort to assure that right 
principles reach down into the hearts of 
their children, that the youths accept 
what they are learning as the truth. (Prov. 
4:23; Matt. 15:19; Luke 6:45) In this way 
parents train, not only the minds, but also 
the “will and disposition” of their off­
spring in righteousness.
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How can parents achieve this—educat­
ing their children in such a manner that 
they really want to obey? They should 
speak to their children frequently about 
God and the lofty principles for living that 
are contained in his Word. (Deut. 6:6, 7) 
The main responsibility for this rests 
upon the father. When can this be done?

Mealtimes afford an excellent opportu­
nity for relaxed family conversation. In 
this way parents can get to know what 
their children face in school and what 
their viewpoints are toward the unhealthy 
attitudes prevalent among youths today. 
Parents will find that some problems can 
be cleared up with just a brief discussion. 
But certain topics may require extended 
discussion in order to mold the thinking 
of their children in a right direction. How 
can parents go about this?

Thousands of parents throughout the 
earth have found it beneficial to hold a 
weekly Bible study with the whole family. 
This helps family members to strengthen 
their relationship with Jehovah God and 
with one another. Many parents find it 
wise, on occasion, to adapt the subject 
matter of their family Bible study to par­
ticular needs of family members.

It may be, for example, that your child’s 
schoolmates are quite indifferent toward 
their studies, or toward work in general. 
If so, you might read together scriptures 
such as 2 Thessalonians 3:10, Ephesians 
4:28 and Colossians 3:23, which encourage 
hard work. For comparison, you could con­
sider Proverbs 10:4; 21:25 and 24:33, 34, 
where laziness is condemned by God. Em­
phasize that what you are reading is God’s 
Word and that it applies both to the child 
and to you.

If you want your children to be good 
workers, you must also do your part by 
giving them useful things to do at home 
while they are still young. The book 
to Raise a Human Being states:

“It’s a vitally important thing for parents 
to keep in mind at this stage of a child’s 
development that he has to learn to do 
things for himself, even though it may mean 
more trouble for you at the moment. . . . 
The clinical evidence suggests that many 
childi'en who later show great dependency 
and an unwillingness to do things for them­
selves have been conditioned by a parent’s 
constant tendency to do things for them.”

Does your child face a corrupt moral 
climate in school? The Bible contains 
much information showing God’s view­
point about sex. For example, the Word 
of God directs: “Flee from fornication.” 
Also, “Let fornication and uncleanness of 
every sort or greediness [including greedi­
ness for sensual pleasure] not even be 
mentioned among you.” (1 Cor. 6:18; Eph. 
5:3) “Fornication” means all sexual rela­
tions (including homosexuality) outside of 
marriage. Instead of encouraging fornica­
tion, 1 Corinthians 7:9 counsels unmar­
ried persons who may have developed a 
strong attraction to someone of the oppo­
site sex: “ If they do not have self-control, 
let them marry, for it is better to marry 
than to be inflamed with passion.” Read 
this information together with your chil­
dren and then discuss how it reflects God’s 
loving interest in the welfare of his ser­
vants. Show them that it protects against 
unwanted pregnancy, venereal diseases 
and the kind of emotional conflict that has 
led many young people to suicide.

You may recognize the value of this 
approach to the matter of helping your 
children and yet say: ‘I could never do it. 
I don’t know the Bible well enough.’ Well, 
how do Jehovah’s witnesses manage? They 
are ordinary people, some of them only 
having studied the Bible in recent years.

They use helpful publications that are 
prepared by the Watch Tower Society for 
this purpose. Some of these are written 
especially for small children. Other mate­
rial is designed for older youths. The sub­
jects covered include misuse of drugs,
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spiritism, respect for the person and prop­
erty of others, the importance of truthful­
ness, and many other topics. All of it is 
based on the counsel found in God’s Word 
and is designed for parents to read and dis­
cuss with their children. This type of in­
formation helps their children to get a 
wholesome view of life and, at the same 
time, they learn to read well and acquire 
good study habits. If you are interested in 
providing such help for your children, Je­
hovah’s witnesses will be glad to assist 
you, free of charge.

There is something else that children 
need besides proper instruction, however. 
What is that?

Upbuilding Association

There are hazards that young people 
face because of the violent and lawless ac­
tivity of other students. These difficulties 
cannot be completely avoided. But it is 
beneficial to realize that most of the ac­
tivity that could result in any physical 
harm to a child takes place outside the 
classroom. Parents can do much toward 
safeguarding their children by keeping 
such contact with delinquent children to a 
minimum. How?

First of all, by making sure that their 
home is a place to which the children will 
want to return after school, instead of loi­
tering in the schoolyard or on the streets. 
What is the situation in your household? 
When your children return from school, 
are you there to greet them and are you 
willing to spend time with them? Do they 
feel wanted—or in your way? By the man­
ner in which you handle problems that 
arise, do your children realize that you 
appreciate the pressures that they face and 
really want to help them, or might they 
conclude that it would be better not to

mention any difficulties if they do not want 
to be bawled out? Do you make it a point 
to do interesting things together as a fam­
ily, really enjoying one another’s compan­
ionship? Wholesome homelife is a major 
factor in protecting your children.

Of course, young people like to associate 
with others of their own age too. Where 
can you find the kind of association that 
will truly upbuild your children? Jeho­
vah’s witnesses find this among the youths 
with whom they become acquainted at 
their Kingdom Halls. These are young peo­
ple who are cultivating respect for Jeho­
vah God and his Word. They attend these 
meetings right along with their parents, 
freely participate on a voluntary basis and 
even receive free training in giving short 
talks on Bible topics to the audience. How 
does instruction and association of this 
sort influence their lives?

Not long ago one of Jehovah’s witnesses 
received this note from her girl’s school­
teacher: “This does not happen often that 
a teacher can write a note such as this, 
but your little girl is about the best be­
haved and well-mannered young lady I’ve 
ever met here or anywhere.” And concern­
ing the teen-agers and parents among Je­
hovah’s witnesses, the Albuquerque Trib­
une said: “The police have no problem 
with Jehovah’s Witnesses’ teen-agers en­
gaging in brawls, vandalism and thievery. 
Jehovah’s Witness children obey their par­
ents. Jehovah’s Witnesses do not abdicate 
their position as parents. They are firmly 
and lovingly in command of their children. 
They do not expect the teachers and the 
police to do their work for them.”

Would you like associates of that sort 
for yourself and your children? Then, why 
not find out where there is a Kingdom 
Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in your vi­
cinity and go to some of the meetings 
with them. You will be warmly welcomed.

Never before have youngsters been bom-
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barded by so many unhealthy influences. 
Parents bear the responsibility to help 
their children to resist these influences. 
The best way to do so is to heed the ad­
vice of God’s Word: “ Go on bringing them 
up in the discipline and mental-regulating

The Bible Affects
Y OUTHS today are often disillusioned by the 

corruption and hypocrisy they see practiced 
among adults, including members of Chris­

tendom’s churches. This has led to a general 
disrespect for authority and a breaking down of 
family relationships. Though perhaps not set­
ting a bad example themselves, many parents 
have been unsuccessful in helping their children 
to avoid the trend toward rebellion. Their 
church has failed to give them needed Biblical 
direction for training their children.

This was the experience of a schoolteacher 
in El Salvador. She had been separated from  
her husband for several years and was trying 
to raise three boys, ages fifteen, seventeen and 
twenty respectively. While the youngest was 
still obedient and respectful, the eldest son had 
no regard for his mother and was associating 
with a bad crowd. He would come home late 
at night, sleep for a while and then leave early 
in the morning, without ever talking to his 
mother. In fits of anger he would break some 
of her appliances. The seventeen-year-old was 
also pursuing bad associations.

After a period of sickness, this woman asked 
one of Jehovah’s witnesses to visit her. She 
then told her: ‘You know, when I was sick, my 
oldest boys were not concerned at all. They 
didn’t speak to me; they didn’t inquire about 
my health. W hat has my Catholic religion done 
for me? Not a thing. W e ’re spiritually bank­
rupt as a family. Can you help m e? You’re the 
only ones who have ever come to my door, 
talking about the Bible.’

Her visitor replied: “Well, at least, I could 
start studying the Bible with you and your 
youngest son. W e would then have to wait to 
see how we could help the other two boys.” 

A Bible study was started immediately and 
the woman soon began attending the meetings 
of Jehovah’s witnesses at the Kingdom Hall. 
The youngest son likewise made fine progress.

One day, while sitting with her Witness com­
panion in the Kingdom Hall, this woman
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of Jehovah.” To do this, parents must 
make a careful study of the Bible them­
selves and show by their own conduct that 
they really believe it. Will you shoulder 
the responsibility to give that kind of help 
to your children?—Eph. 6:4.

Youths for Good
glanced behind her. Grabbing the Witness’ arm, 
she exclaimed: ‘Look, look who’s here!’

Turning around, her Witness companion no­
ticed a young man in the back of the hall.

Who was the young man? The eldest son of 
the schoolteacher. He had begun to share in a 
Bible study being conducted with his girl friend.

The relations between mother and son were 
still strained, and they were not speaking to 
each other. Through his study of the Scriptures, 
however, the son began to change. The frustra­
tions that had prompted him to be disrespectful 
and violent began to clear up. Appreciating 
that he was under divine command to honor 
his mother, he became very considerate of her. 
Eventually the breach was completely healed, 
and mother and son became very close.

As for the second-oldest boy, young male 
members of the congregation of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses showed a real interest in him and this 
resulted in his agreeing to study the Bible. He, 
too, is now a fine example in Christian conduct.

What is it about Jehovah’s Christian witness­
es that has given young people like these and 
others an appreciation of the need to apply the 
Bible in their lives? A  young man from the 
state of Wisconsin relates what impressed him 
about his first visit to a Kingdom Hall:

“It was so different from my old church ser­
vices. It wasn’t as if people were just coming 
to church to ‘put their time in,’ but they really 
participated in worshiping God. Also, there were 
different speakers, not just one, and they all 
seemed qualified to preach. Another big dif­
ference from my old church was that there 
were no collections taken; the emphasis was 
on worship, not money. And finally, the people 
were really friendly.”

So the example of Christianity in practice 
has been a strong incentive for youths to begin 
living in harmony with the Bible. W hy not visit 
a Kingdom Hall in your locality and see for 
yourself how the Bible has affected youths for 
good?
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W HAT would you regard as the great­
est construction job on earth? You 

will likely agree that, of the millions of 
structures built, nothing can compare with 
the building of a human body. And, amaz­
ingly, the major part of this work is done 
in the small female organ called the womb 
or “uterus.” In fact, we can only begin to 
grasp the least fraction of the operation 
of this marvelous “cradle” of life.

This organ, having the shape of an 
inverted pear, consists of two parts, the 
main body and the “cervix,” the “neck” 
of the womb. The womb of the average 
unmarried woman is about three inches 
long and is somewhat elliptical at the top 
or widest part, which is about two and a 
half inches by two inches in diameter. It 
is formed of a thick wall of strong muscles, 
so that the inside volume of the uterus is 
not much greater than that of a thimble. 
On the sides, near the top, the two 
Fallopian tubes branch out, about 
four and a half inches in length. At 
a slight angle, under these tubes, 
ligaments also branch to the two 
ovaries, each situated near the en­
trance to the Fallopian tubes. The 
ovaries are about the size of un­
shelled almonds, and the inner ca­
nal of the Fallopian tubes is about 
the diameter of a hair bristle.

The first stage toward the con­
struction of a new human begins 
when the ovaries produce a ma­
ture egg or “ ovum.” This takes

place about every twenty-eight days, the 
ovaries normally alternating. The tiny 
pinpoint-size egg, barely visible, finds the 
trumpetlike entrance to the Fallopian tube 
and starts a slow journey down its canal 
toward the uterus. This is the time when 
conception can take place. At such time 
sexual intercourse will result in male 
sperm cells (in the millions) traveling 
through the cervix, up through the womb 
and the Fallopian tube, “swimming” to­
ward the ovum. Small as the ovum is, it 
is 85,000 times as large as a sperm cell! 
One sperm finally succeeds in penetrating 
the ovum and reaching its nucleus; there 
nuclei of sperm and ovum combine to start 
the life of a new human. The millions of 
other sperm cells die. Since the life-span 
of sperm and ovum is only about two days, 
conception must occur, if at all, within this 
narrow period.
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A New Life Begins
It is to be noted that a new life begins 

when the cells begin to divide to form the 
new individual. And the sperm and ovum 
unite, not in the womb, but in the Fallo­
pian tube, or sometimes during the short 
journey from the ovary into the Fallopian 
tube. Conception takes place very 
if at all, in the womb. The fertilized ovum 
reaches the womb about the fourth to the 
eighth day after conception. Any act that 
stops the process after conception occurs, 
or that gets rid of the fertilized ovum, is 
abortion.

Meanwhile, activity goes on in the 
womb. A thick, soft, spongy lining, rich in 
blood vessels, has been made ready. This 
will form a “bed” for the fertilized ovum. 
In the case where no fertilization occurs, 
the blood vessels in the lining begin to be 
constricted. The lining eventually breaks 
down and is expelled through the cervix, 
manifesting itself in a period of bleeding, 
usually from four to seven days. This is 
called menstruation.

If conception has taken place, the fer­
tilized ovum multiplies by cellular division, 
becoming a cluster of cells, but this cluster 
is extremely small as it travels down the 
tube. On reaching the womb, this cell clus­
ter, now called a “ blastocyst,” imbeds itself 
in the soft lining. Scar tissue from the 
wound thus made in the lining closes over 
the site, protecting the tiny object. Later 
the growing embryo will protrude farther 
into the womb cavity, on a “body stalk” 
that eventually becomes the “umbilical 
cord.” A bubblelike sac called the “amnion” 
forms around the embryo and the body 
stalk. This sac is filled with fluid, which 
serves as a shock absorber and also pro­
vides some nourishment for the forming 
baby.

The Amazing Placenta
Now marvelous things take place in the 

womb’s soft lining. The “placenta” begins

to form. This is a round, flat organ fas­
tened to the womb wall that, as we shall 
see, performs amazing functions. As the 
placenta is forming, blood “ islands” ap­
pear in the body stalk and the soft lining. 
Around these islands vascular walls soon 
appear. The baby’s own circulatory sys­
tem is formed. By the end of the first 
month the embryo has simple kidneys, a 
digestive tract, a liver, a bloodstream and 
a heart—a small U-shaped tube two milli­
meters (about one tenth of an inch) long. 
Thus the circulatory systems of mother 
and baby are entirely separate and are 
never directly mixed.

In the few months that it is active the 
placenta does a stupendous work indeed. 
From its formation early in the gestation 
period until birth the baby is wholly de­
pendent on the placenta for oxygen, nour­
ishment and a host of other things. At 
four months the placenta is a little over 
three inches in diameter. By the time of 
birth, it has an eight-inch diameter and 
weighs about a pound. At birth it becomes 
detached from the lining of the uterus, to 
be discarded. For this reason it is some­
times called the “afterbirth.”

How does the placenta get its life-giving 
supplies to the baby? This is accomplished 
by the circulation of the baby’s blood 
through the body stalk, which develops 
into the umbilical cord. This cord has two 
arteries leading from the baby to the pla­
centa, and a vein from the placenta to the 
baby. These blood vessels branch out into 
the placenta like a group of trees, and 
leaflike “ fingers” made up of cells sur­
round these branches. The mother’s blood 
flowing by means of other blood ves­
sels from the womb wall into the pla­
centa bathes these “ fingers” so that they 
can dispose of wastes from the embryo 
and pick up nourishment to carry back 
through the umbilical cord to the baby.

The placenta serves the baby as lungs,
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liver, kidneys and intestines until the baby 
enters the world to be on its own. The pla­
centa also performs some of the functions 
of a hormone gland. Additionally it pro­
duces substances that can combat infec­
tions. How does it function as all these 
organs for the baby’s benefit?

In doing the work of a lung the placenta 
exchanges carbon dioxide from the baby’s 
bloodstream for oxygen from the mother’s. 
As a “kidney” the placenta filters urea 
out of the baby’s blood and transfers it to 
the mother’s blood, where it is passed out 
through her kidneys. As a “ liver,” the 
placenta processes some of the mother’s 
blood cells, transferring certain necessary 
components, such as iron, to the baby’s 
circulatory system. In performing the 
functions of intestines the placenta di­
gests the food molecules by means of en­
zymes. These exchanges are made through 
the pores of the embryo’s branched-out 
blood vessels. The placenta also does a 
work similar to the glands by producing 
certain hormones, both for the baby and 
for the mother. It serves to protect the 
baby by manufacturing certain blood in­
gredients that prevent infection. All of this 
enables the baby to function fully on its 
own and prepares it to do all these things 
for itself after birth.

Since what the placenta supplies comes 
from the mother’s blood, what the mother 
takes into her system has an effect on the 
baby. If she smokes a cigarette, the baby’s 
blood gets a certain amount of nicotine. If 
she takes a drug, some of the drug reaches 
the baby. Many infections the mother de­
velops can affect the baby. The venereal 
disease syphilis can result in danger to the 
mother and extreme damage and even 
death to the baby during gestation or at 
birth.

There is also a danger in anesthetics 
given to the mother in childbirth. When 
a baby is born it needs to be awake and

lively, not anesthetized or tranquilized. 
This is especially so because a baby’s first 
breath of air requires about five times the 
effort of an ordinary breath.

The Amniotic Sac—
Watery Home During Gestation

During the gestation period the baby 
lives in the amniotic sac, which is a tough, 
shiny, transparent membrane. It keeps full 
of fluid, but this is by no means stagnant. 
More than a third of its volume is removed 
and replaced every hour. This amounts to 
a total daily exchange equivalent to six 
gallons! In about the third month the baby 
begins to practice inhaling and exhaling 
exercises. Breathing in the amniotic fluid 
may help in formation of its lung sacs. 
The baby does not drown, because its blood 
gets oxygen from the mother through the 
placenta’s action. Also, the baby swallows 
much of this fluid, from which it appar­
ently gets some nourishment.

The amniotic sac renders another fine 
service to the baby. It provides the baby 
with an even temperature in its temporary 
“ home.” Moreover, the baby is almost 
weightless in its liquid surroundings and is 
therefore free to kick, to move about and 
even to turn somersaults, all this strength­
ening its muscles for when it enters the 
world of atmosphere and will have to move 
about without the liquid support.

Marvelous Events at Time of Birth
At the end of nine months the womb 

has expanded to many times its normal 
size so that the baby of seven to ten 
pounds or more can be accommodated. At 
the time of birth it must contract so as 
to expel the baby. This is called “ labor.” 
The womb is adequately equipped for this 
by having a complex system of muscle 
fibers spiraling around it in both clockwise 
and counterclockwise directions. Peristal­
tic waves, initiated in the Fallopian tubal
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walls, act as lateral pacemakers for uterine 
contractions that sweep down from the top 
to the cervix. An interesting fact is that 
this arrangement 
might give rise to 
irregular contrac­
tion patterns were 
it not that the uter­
us exhibits indepen­
dently  a ce r ta in  
measure of rhyth- 
micity.

After the baby’s 
birth the umbilical 
cord is delivered, with the placenta at­
tached to it. If left alone, it would dry up 
in about a week. But usually the attending 
doctor cuts the cord after tying it off. Is 
there danger of profuse bleeding? Not nor­
mally. This is because a jellylike substance 
in the umbilical cord automatically ex­
pands to close down the blood vessels like 
a tourniquet. Also, a valve closes inside 
the heart so that it can perform its new 
function of pumping blood to the baby’s 
now functioning lungs. Were it not for this 
provision the baby would immediately die.

The baby is usually born head first. The 
amniotic sac breaks but its fluid still pro­
tects the baby from localized injuries by 
creating a hydrostatic balance so that the 
pressure of the womb’s contractions are 
on all parts of its body equally. When the 
baby is born it is clean and not blood- 
covered. It will have some amniotic fluid 
on it. Also, when the placenta breaks free 
from the womb’s lining, the womb then 
rapidly contracts to its original or nearly 
its original size without appreciable blood 
loss.

Reproductive Organs Deserve Respect
It is indeed a wonder to contemplate the 

work accomplished in the womb. In this 
consideration only a mere “ fringe” has 
been explored. Biologists and medical men

can explain very little of the operations. 
Who does understand them fully? The One 
who designed the entire operation—the 

Creator, Jehovah 
G od . N o te  how  
truthfully the Bible 
psalmist wrote un­
der in sp ira t io n  
(Psalm 139:13, 15, 
16):

“ You yourself 
produced my 

kidneys
Yes, each organ 

in the body was predesigned by the Cre­
ator and directly fashioned in the womb 
for its specific function.

“ You kept me screened off in the belly 
of my mother ”

Even today many birth processes cannot 
be observed by men. God arranged matters 
so that the structural process, some of 
which is not pleasing to the human eye, 
would not be seen. The baby is brought 
forth from the womb a finished product, 
clean, beautiful, lovable.—Compare 1 Co­
rinthians 12:23, 24.

“My bones were not hidden from you 
When I was made in secret,
When I was woven in the lowest 

parts of the
In the sixth week the embryo gains a 

complete skeleton, not yet of bone, but of 
flexible cartilage, which later turns to 
bone. The psalmist speaks of the ‘weaving’ 
of sinews, muscles, tissues—the thousands 
of different ‘threads’ that are woven into 
a most intricate pattern of color, beauty 
and function. It is done in the complete 
darkness of the womb, as hidden and mys­
terious to men as the depths of the earth.

“ Your eyes saw even the embryo of 
me,

And in your book all its parts were 
down in writing,

•  What Can Be Done About That
" Al ways Tired

•  Speedsters of Creation.

•  Oil—a Key to Global Pouter.
— In the next issue.
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As regards the days when they were 
formed

And there was not yet one among 
them."

Scientists now know that the genetic 
code is primarily contained in the “genes” 
located in the nucleus of the fertilized 
ovum. God, who designed the pattern for 
mankind, can also know beforehand the 
specific physical and mental traits a child 
will have by inheritance.— Compare Gene­
sis 16:11, 12; 25:23; Romans 9:10-12.

The psalmist goes on to say:
“ So, to me how precious your 

thoughts are!
O God, how much does the grand 

sum of them amount to!"— 
139:17.

Knowing the wonderful complexity of

our bodies and their reproductive quali­
ties, and God’s high regard for them, men 
and women should indeed avoid their mis­
use. Deliberate, unnecessary sterilization 
would certainly reflect disrespect for God’s 
creation. (Compare Deuteronomy 23:1.) 
On the other hand, diseases may require 
operations sacrificing certain organs in or­
der to save one’s life. This situation occurs 
at times with respect to the female repro­
ductive organs. Christians leave these mat­
ters up to the consciences of those in­
volved. The decision would be based on 
their own knowledge of the problem and 
the advice of physicians as to the need or 
urgency of such an operation. At all times, 
however, it ought to be kept in mind that 
this “cradle” of life is the handiwork of 
God, and is to be treated with great 
respect.

A re Any Organs Really “ Vestigial” ?

BOR many years various organs of the hu­
man body were called “vestigial” by evo- 
lutiohists, that is, the last vestiges of or­

gans that supposedly once had a use, but were 
no longer needed because of the claimed ad­
vance up the evolutionary ladder. Of interest 
in this regard is the small gland that is shaped 
like a pinecone and hence called the “pineal” 
gland. Though it is located near the center of 
the brain, it is not part of the brain. “Until 
very recently” it was thought that “the pineal 
in man served no biologic purpose and was 
merely a vestige,” reported the journal Hospital 
Practice. Now the pineal has been shown “to 
possess a unique ability to produce melatonin.” 
This is a substance that affects the brain, the 
reproductive system, as well as the pituitary, 
adrenal and thyroid glands.

Scientists believe that in man the pineal 
gland “exerts a control over the body, specifi­
cally by regulating the body clock.” (Science 
Digest, September 1972) The pineal does this 
evidently by secreting various chemicals. Thus 
it is believed that the pineal gland may chemi­
cally supervise many of the involuntary activ­
ities of the human body, such as helping to

make body temperatures increase during the 
daytime and decrease at night

Another gland long thought to be useless is 
the thymus. In an article entitled “The ‘Useless* 
Gland That Guards Our Health/* Reader’s Di­
gest stated:

“For at least 2000 years, doctors have puzzled 
over the function of a pinkish-grey bit of tissue 
lying just below the neck and behind the 
breastbone— the thymus gland. . . . Modern 
physicians came to regard it, like the appendix, 
as a useless, vestigial organ which had lost its 
original purpose, if indeed it ever had one.

“In the last few years, however, the dogged 
detective work of a small band of Americans, 
Britons, Australians and Swedes have cracked 
the thymus enigma. These men have proved 
that, far from being useless, the thymus is 
really the master gland that regulates the in­
tricate immunity system which protects us 
against infectious diseases. . . .

“But is the thymus the only organ regulat­
ing our immunity system? Recent experiments 
have led researchers to believe that the appen­
dix, tonsils and adenoids [once these too were 
tagged as vestigial] may also figure in the anti­
body responses.**
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IT WAS a cold winter day 
as various members of a 

certain family came home 
for supper. What did they 
find to eat? Cold cuts! What 
a disappointment that was!
All of them were looking 
forward to something hot to 
warm them up after coming in from the 
cold.

True it is, the colder the weather the 
more the members of your family will ap­
preciate hot meals, morning, noon and 
evening. And now, when there is such a 
fuel shortage, and homes, schools and 
places of employment may not be heated 
as comfortably as one would like, there is 
all the more reason for serving hot, heat- 
producing meals.

Consider Nutrition
An important factor in withstanding 

cold is nutrition. In particular are pro­
teins helpful in this regard, as can be seen 
from the diet of Eskimos. But in these 
days of extremely high meat prices, one 
must often look to other sources for the 
necessary proteins. There are eggs, also 
the vegetable proteins found in soybeans 
(the most highly rated), as well as those 
found in other beans, peas and lentils. And 
cheese can be added to many hot dishes.

For sound health it is important to have 
a balanced diet that contains the necessary 
vitamins and minerals, largely obtainable 
from fruits and vegetables. The vegetables 
certainly should not be overcooked. But 
with a little careful planning they can be 
served hot.

Remember, especially dur­
ing cold wintry weather, 
that digestion is a chemical 
process, and practically all 
chemical processes are expe­
dited by heat. So it follows 
that your stomach can digest 
hot foods, or at least warm 

foods, more readily than cold ones, which 
first have to be warmed by it. This is 
something that persons with weak stom­
achs should keep in mind. They would 
do well to avoid eating anything ice cold 
unless it is eaten like ice cream, which 
one eats so slowly that it is first warmed 
up in the mouth before it is swallowed. 
When eating any foods that are kept in 
a refrigerator, they would benefit by al­
lowing these to reach at least room tem­
perature. But on a cold wintry day, rath­
er than having cold cuts served at room 
temperature, far better to serve some­
thing hot. And if you truly want to serve 
a hot meal, first heat your plates, if not 
also your cups, just before mealtime.

Hot Breakfasts
In wintertime by all means feature 

something hot for breakfast. For many, 
a bowl of hot oatmeal (preferably not the 
“quick” kind) is hard to beat when it 
comes to a dish that is nourishing, easily 
digested and economical. If you would 
make it an especially nourishing treat, 
cook it with milk and honey. Some Euro­
peans also add diced apple and an egg yolk, 
and then, just before serving, they fold in 
the egg white beaten stiff.

There are, of course, other hot cereals
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from which to choose. Among these are 
cracked or whole wheat (the latter takes 
quite a while to cook but is very tasty, 
chewy and nourishing), hominy grits 
(made from com or maize), corn mush 
and farina. And be sure not to overlook 
rice (unpolished). Ask almost any Orien­
ted and he will tell you how good it is to 
start off the day with a big bowl of hot 
rice. So you can serve a different hot ce­
real each day of the week, if you wish, 
adding both nourishment and enjoyment 
to your family’s breakfast.

If you are in too much of a hurry in 
the morning, then the night before put 
one-half cup of whole wheat in a quart 
thermos. Add boiling water and let it stand 
for five minutes. Pour off the water and 
fill the thermos to the top with fresh boil­
ing water. Now, cover it tightly and let it 
stand overnight. In the morning you will 
have enough cooked whole wheat for two 
persons.

For other hot breakfast dishes there are 
eggs, which can be served in many differ­
ent ways. And there are many kinds of 
pancakes, to which can be added such 
fruits as blueberries, thinly sliced apples 
or bananas. What about serving waffles or 
hot muffins, with or without walnuts or 
pecans? If your menfolk do hard physical 
labor, hot biscuits served with creamed 
beef or sausage make a good breakfast.

The extent to which the foregoing sug­
gestions fit your needs, of course, depends 
quite a bit upon the activity of your fami­
ly, the extent to which they are exposed 
to the cold and how weight conscious they 
are. Growing teen-agers require more food 
than does the average housewife or other 
adults who may be engaged in sedentary 
occupations.

Soups Galore
While there is such a thing as cold soup, 

we usually think of soup as being some­

thing hot. And what a variety you have to 
choose from! A thin clear or creamed soup 
can serve for a lunch or the first course 
of the day’s main meal. One leading cook­
book devotes twenty pages to hot soups, 
and there is another cookbook devoted en­
tirely to soups, giving more than 120 reci­
pes. Among other things, it asks: “What 
can be more warming on a cold winter’s 
night than a bowl of richly-flavored and 
aromatic steaming homemade soup?”

To start, there are the stock soups— 
made from pieces of chicken or chicken 
giblets, or from beef or lamb meats and/or 
with the bones of these animals. Fish 
stock can be made from the backbones of 
fish, such as sole and halibut, together 
with their skins. And while on the subject 
of fish, what about clam chowder and oy­
ster stew? The recipe books also list a 
“vegetable stock” soup, made with on­
ions, carrots, the white parts of leeks, 
celery, turnips and/or potatoes cut small, 
to which butter or oil is added.

Then there are the consommes, boiled 
down so they are condensed. They may be 
of beef or of chicken, and possibly with 
tomato or long thin pieces of vegetable 
added. Aside from the vegetable consom­
mes, these are usually at their best with 
the addition of a few tablespoons of sherry.

Among the vegetable soups are mine­
strone, green pea, puree of turnip, cauli­
flower, spinach, watercress, leek or pota­
to, with or without garlic. For something 
different, why not serve your family 
French onion soup, Russian borsch or 
Polish sauerkraut soup?

And then there are the cream soups. 
Most housewives will buy the base for 
these soups canned, thereby saving them­
selves much work, and will cream them 
simply by adding milk instead of water. 
Favorites among these are asparagus, cel­
ery and tomato soups. For a special treat
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that will really delight your family as well 
as your guests when you have company, 
serve creamed mushroom soup. It is very 
easy to make. For four people take half a 
pound of mushrooms, slice and saute to­
gether with onions until brown. Then put 
these in a blender together with a quart 
of milk. After blending, heat to a boil, add­
ing salt and pepper to suit your taste. Not 
only is this soup tasty and nourishing, but 
recent research has shown that both mush­
rooms and onions counteract cholesterol 
in your blood.

For those who want to watch their 
weight or who do not engage in arduous 
physical labor, almost any kind of soup 
can be the basis for a meal, together with 
a slice or two of toast, and a piece of fruit 
for dessert.

Where a really hearty soup is desired 
for a meal in itself, consider such creations 
as Scotch barley or oxtail soup, lentil, bean 
or pea soup, cream of chestnut soup and 
Philadelphia pepper pot (a highly spiced 
soup made with tripe and vegetables).

Not to be overlooked are the various 
kinds of garnishes for your soups. Among 
these are the tiny crackers called oyster- 
ettes and croutons. Croutons? Yes, these 
are tiny squares of bread toasted or fried; 
they can be flavored with garlic, cheese 
or bacon. Matzo balls go well with chicken 
soup, frankfurter slices with lentil, pea or 
bean soup, pieces of cheese with other 
kinds of soup. And almost any soup can 
stand a sprinkling of parsley.

Other Dishes
Do not overlook the various kinds of 

hot sandwiches, particularly those made 
with beef and cheese. These really hit the 
spot on a cold winter day.

And not only will hot dishes, tempera- 
turewise, warm up your family, but so

will the judicious use of hot spices, such 
as red pepper and curry powder.

Of course, there is also such a thing as 
hot desserts—for those who are not weight 
watchers!

Something to Drink
What about alcoholic beverages? Will 

they help to warm up your family? If you 
serve wine or a mixed drink—that is, to 
adults—when they come in from the cold, 
the immediate effect is to warm them up. 
But do not think that alcoholic drinks can 
repeatedly warm them up if they happen 
to be outside in the cold. That is a mis­
taken idea that has cost some their lives. 
True, the immediate effect of drinking an 
alcoholic beverage is to cause the blood to 
rush to the surface of the body, making 
one feel warm. But then what happens? 
If out in the cold the air cools off the 
blood and so gradually the body’s tempera­
ture is lowered.

There are many hot drinks that can 
fortify one against the cold. If not a cup 
of hot coffee (many persons prefer the 
decaffeinated kind), then a cup of Postum, 
Ovaltine, hot chocolate, Chinese tea or 
some other kind of tea. Or if something 
more substantial is desired, how about hot 
milk flavored with honey or butterscotch 
or malted milk? Or perhaps an egg nog? 
For a special treat you might want to 
make hot spiced cider. Its recipe calls for 
cider, cinnamon sticks, cloves, allspice and 
some honey, boiled together, after which 
the spices are removed.

Truly it is richly rewarding to serve 
your family hot meals on cold wintry days. 
And what a wide variety of things can be 
served! There will be no disappointment 
either if you prepare and serve things with 
love for your family, taking pleasure in 
keeping them healthy and happy.
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WH ATEVER else 
they may be, the 

tw in  tow ers  o f  the 
World Trade Center are 
colossal. Each tower is 
110 stories, soaring up­
ward from the sidewalk 
1,350 feet—more than 
a quarter of a mile in 
the air! They complete­
ly dominate the famous 
New York skyline.

But it is not only 
their tremendous height 
that dwarfs the sur­
rounding skyscrapers.
It is also their mon­
strous bulk. Each build­
ing is a 209-foot square 
—about an acre in area.
And since the buildings 
rise in a sheer, uninter­
rupted line, every one 
of the more than 200 
floors has about an acre 
of space! That is enough 
area on each floor for 
more than nine profes­
sional basketball courts!

The W or ld  Trade 
Center, however, in­
cludes much more than 
the twin towers. It is on 
a sixteen-acre site on 
the Hudson River side 
of lower Manhattan is­
land. Already included 
in the $800 million com­
plex is the eight-story 
U.S. Customs Building 
and the n in e -s to r y  
Northeast Plaza Build­
ing. Yet to be constructed are the South­
east Plaza Building and a hotel. Eventually 
all six buildings will be situated around the 
large five-acre plaza.

At its formal dedica­
tion on April 4, 1973, 
the World Trade Cen­
ter housed 304 firms 
employing 7,000 per­
sons. More than twice 
that number of persons 
are now working there. 
Less than half the floor 
space is presently occu­
pied; many floors are 
yet unfurnished. Com­
pletion is scheduled for 
som etim e in 1975. 
Eventually 50,000 per­
sons are to work at the 
Center, and some 80,000 
business personnel and 
sightseers are expected 
to visit daily.

But why build such a 
mammoth complex? Is 
it practical? Are they, 
as claimed, “ the build­
ings of the oncoming 
21st century” ?

Purpose and Motives 
The complex was 

built as a central head­
quarters for firms rep­
resenting every essen­
tial world trade service 
and activity. Thus, ex­
porters, importers, 
freight forwarders, cus­
tomhouse brokers, in­
ternational banks, and 
numerous other world- 
trade-oriented firms 
can now be located un­
der one roof. As Jack 

Zwick, head of the World Trade Institute, 
noted: “ It’s all intended to make trading 
easier and make people better able to plan 
trading strategies.”
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But why such huge buildings? Harry B. 
Helmsley, a director of the company that 
manages the Empire State Building, un­
doubtedly identified the reason when he 
said: “The image of having the tallest 
building is important.”

In October 1970 the Trade Center’s 
north tower eclipsed the Empire State to 
become the tallest building in the world. 
But that distinction was short-lived. For 
just last spring the Sears, Roebuck & Co. 
building in Chicago topped out at 1,450 
feet, a hundred feet higher than the twin 
towers.

However, the competition is not over. 
As Helmsley noted: “ We are considering 
plans to add to the Empire State.” Inter­
estingly, last year certain workers at the 
World Trade Center were speculating re­
garding the apparent slowness in complet­
ing the south tower. Some wondered 
whether its height might be increased to 
regain the distinction of being the world’s 
tallest building.

New Generation o f Skyscrapers
The present can-you-top-this skyscraper 

competition is reminiscent of what oc­
curred a little over forty years ago. In 
1931, as the economic depression wors­
ened, the Empire State Building reached 
1,250 feet, surpassing the 1,048-foot-high 
Chrysler Building. Soon afterward really 
tall skyscraper construction ceased, leav­
ing New York city with seventeen build­
ings over 600 feet high.

More than twenty-five years later, in 
1960, New York still had only seventeen 
buildings above 600 feet. Then new con­
struction began. In 1970, New York city 
alone was in the process of erecting nine 
buildings over 600 feet high! Now the 
city has at least forty skyscrapers in that 
category! Chicago has ten; Los Angeles, 
four, and several other cities have two or 
three.

Obviously, few of these new skyscrapers 
were seeking to break a record. Only five 
of them are over 1,000 feet. Why, then, 
have so many tall buildings been put up? 
The president of one land development cor­
poration explained: “The greatest plus of 
the skyscraper in highly concentrated cit­
ies is economic.”  Land, for example, in 
downtown Atlanta, sells for $150 a square 
foot, and as one developer noted: “70 stor­
ies gives better productivity.”

Improvements in building technology 
also are a major factor in the skyscraper 
boom. More efficient elevator systems save 
on interior space. Use of lightweight ce­
ment and prefabrication methods have 
been important. Stiffer steel frames pro­
vide greater rigidity and strength. The 
Trade Center’s twin towers, for instance, 
have a maximum sway in high winds of 
eleven inches, compared to fifteen inches 
for older skyscrapers.

Owing to such improvements, it is re­
portedly feasible to put up skyscrapers 200 
or more stories high. “ We could start 
erecting a mile-high structure next year,” 
says L. E. Robertson, partner in the New 
York engineering firm that put up the 
World Trade Center.

Thus, the question is not whether man 
can erect gigantic building complexes mod­
eled after the World Trade Center. But, 
rather, is the World Trade Center a good 
model to imitate?

However, before examining this ques­
tion, consider what a remarkable achieve­
ment the World Trade Center is.

Revolutionary Construction
In 1962, early in the new skyscraper 

boom, the legislatures of New York and 
New Jersey directed that the World Trade 
Center be built. When the design plans 
were unveiled in 1964, the project was 
considered revolutionary, both in size and 
in engineering concepts. “ It’s a pioneering
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effort,” said Mario Salvadori, head of the 
technology division in the Columbia Uni­
versity Architecture School.

True, some of the construction tech­
niques had already been applied in cer­
tain earlier buildings. But the application 
of so many new techniques on one project 
is considered a tremendous technological 
achievement. Preparation for construction 
was itself an undertaking requiring un­
usual techniques.

Built in “ the Bathtub”
It was the type of land that made 

construction particularly difficult. In the 
1700’s the land upon which the twin tow­
ers now rest had actually been beneath 
the Hudson River! By 1890, however, land­
fill had made the area part of Manhattan 
island. Thus, excavation of the site in­
volved removal of the landfill “garbage” 
from several generations, as well as Hud­
son River silt loaded with such under­
ground obstructions as old wharves and 
parts of ships.

Down some seventy feet and more be­
neath this debris is the bedrock into which 
the skyscrapers had to be anchored. So, 
during excavation, the problem was to pre­
vent the unsettling of nearby streets and 
buildings owing to the unstable land. Also, 
there was the question of how to prevent 
underground water from seeping in as ex­
cavation proceeded. The answer was “ the 
bathtub.”

Work on “the bathtub” began even be­
fore the 164 buildings were removed from 
the fourteen-block section that the World 
Trade Center would occupy. This “bath­
tub” was a huge cement wall that extended 
down and was anchored into the bedrock. 
The wall stretched around the major part 
of the construction site, which had once 
been submerged beneath the Hudson River.

To build this underground wall, exca­
vating equipment dug, section by section,

a three-foot-wide trench all the way down 
and into bedrock. As the excavated ma­
terial was removed from a section, a bento­
nite slurry, the consistency of pea soup, 
was piped into the trench. This slurry held 
back the ground water and maintained the 
sides of the trench so that shoring was 
unnecessary. Next, preassembled seven- 
story-high cages of reinforced steel were 
lowered into the slurry. Then concrete was 
fed into the bottom of the trench through 
a pipe, forcing the slurry out of the trench.

Finally, the result was a below-ground 
three-foot-w ide concrete wall that 
stretched 3,100 feet around the site to be 
excavated. Excavation now proceeded 
within this huge “bathtub.”  It was really, 
in effect, a four-sided dam. It kept the wa­
ter out as excavation proceeded, rather 
than hold the water inside as does a regu­
lar bathtub. This “bathtub” was tremen­
dous in size. More than 1.2 million cubic 
yards of material were excavated from 
within it and dumped into the Hudson 
River, to create 23.5 acres of new land!

As excavation proceeded, the under­
ground railroad that crossed the excava­
tion site in two cast-iron tubes became ex­
posed. These tubes had to be jacked up and 
supported while digging went on around 
and beneath them. Thus, railroad service 
proceeded as usual, carrying more than
80,000 passengers daily through “the bath­
tub” even as excavation continued!

Eventually the tracks were relocated un­
der the Trade Center, and the old tunnels 
were removed. In July 1971 the new World 
Trade Center train terminal was opened. 
Also located in this six-floor basement is 
a garage for almost 2,000 cars, with truck 
docks, storage areas and space for inter­
national shops and restaurants.

Other Construction Features
In time the building foundations were 

sunk into bedrock. And from that base the
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twin towers rose rapidly. At the peak 
of construction as many as 3,500 men 
worked on the project, and many are still 
working on it. The first steel for the north 
tower was placed in August 1968, and six 
months later work began on the south 
tower.

Huge cranes swung large, twenty-two- 
ton prefabricated steel panels into place. 
These formed the exterior walls of the 
towers. Just to put siding on the walls re­
quired 2.2 million square feet of alumi­
num, equivalent to that needed to cover
9,000 homes. Also, over 600,000 square 
feet of glass were required for the 43,600 
floor-to-ceiling windows. Unmanned auto­
matic window washers keep them clean.

Unlike conventional skyscrapers, which 
have the weight-bearing columns on the 
inside, the towers’ exterior walls carry 
most of the buildings’ weight. The only 
columns inside are in the core, which con­
tains the elevators. Thus the floors have a 
maximum of open, column-free space.

Another unique construction feature is 
the 102 elevators in each building. In con­
ventional skyscrapers, elevator shafts ser­
vice all the floors. This consumes large 
areas of floor space. The World Trade Cen­
ter divided each tower building into three 
zones, and introduced a system of express 
and local elevators connected by transfer 
points called “skylobbies.” As a result, 
space requirements for elevator shafts 
were considerably reduced.

Truly the World Trade Center is a tech­
nological marvel. But is it really a prac­
tical model for the future?

How Really Desirable?
Consider what F. L. Codella, the vice- 

president of an architectural firm, said: 
“Putting up a new tail-building project in 
a city is like plugging in a major appli­
ance in your home. It affects everything 
around it.”

The World Trade Center is indeed com­
parable to a major appliance. It is expect­
ed soon to consume more power than a 
city of over 100,000 people! Its air- 
conditioning system alone is reputedly the 
largest in the world, being sufficient to 
serve a city of more than 15,000 homes. 
It may well be asked, with energy sources 
so limited and air pollution a serious prob­
lem, is it practical to aggravate the situ­
ation with such an enormous building 
complex?

Also, the Trade Center is estimated to 
be soon expelling 2.25 million gallons of 
raw sewage into the Hudson River, the 
output of a city the size of Albany, New 
York, the state capital! In addition, work­
ers and visitors are expected to produce 
50 tons of garbage daily. Then there is the 
problem of moving 130,000 people daily in 
and out of an already congested city area.

Safety is another consideration. A re­
cent rash of skyscraper fires points up a 
major weakness. As Arthur F. Sampson, 
commissioner of public buildings for the 
General Services Administration, noted: 
“Fire protection in highrise buildings is 
extremely difficult and, some say, nearly 
impossible.” In fact, a really catastrophic 
skyscraper fire is inevitable, some experts 
predict.

Yet, at the same time, the World Trade 
Center is certainly a remarkable techno­
logical achievement, even as have been 
man’s space ventures. But contesting their 
practicality, the well-known urban critic 
Lewis Mumford claims: “Skyscraper’s have 
always been put up for reasons of adver­
tisement and publicity. They are not eco­
nomically sound or efficient.”

Whether this is really true or not, when 
all things are considered, the Trade Cen­
ter’s twin towers hardly seem to be a 
desirable model after which to design fu­
ture buildings.
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MY LIFE

asA  Festival Stng&t
( w m m

KUESIONOR was my professional sing­
ing and dancing title, as expressed in 

our own Kissi language. This title came to 
take preference over my real name, Tee- 
wa. I was the female lead singer and danc­
er among a group of seven male singers 
and dancers. Our group composed our own 
songs and music to accompany our danc­
ing. We sang and danced to the accompa­
niment of music produced by the cheke- 
lan (cowrie seashells hung around a 
gourd) and various types of drums. The 
spirit of the music and dance and how we 
dressed were exciting as well as eye­
catching.

We would collect up to $75 for a pub­
lic performance—a large sum of money 
among our people, even more than some 
families’ income for two or three months. 
Our singing and dancing group was in 
great demand at festivals held throughout 
the towns and villages of our chiefdom, as 
well as in nearby countries in West Africa.

I was just newly married, my husband 
having paid a dowry or bride price to my 
father. This type of marriage is accepted 
in our country, even though it is not for­
mally registered in the Native Court. My 
parents had informed my husband that 
I had been dedicated ceremonially to be 
a Kuesionor, and he was not too happy 
about it. He knew, apparently, about the

busy schedule that I would have, and this 
was not conducive to a well-adjusted mar­
ried life. Too, my husband had recently 
started to study the Bible, and upon learn­
ing something about certain Bible princi­
ples, he was having second thoughts about 
allowing me to pursue my professional ca­
reer as a festival singer and dancer. But, 
as for me, my thoughts and interests were 
far removed from God.

In our local community, parental and 
other traditions are very strong. So my 
parents had their way in the matter. I 
was happy, captivated by the thought of 
being a Kuesionor. Actually, at the time 
of my marriage I was very young, for, you 
see, girls in our villages are often married 
by the age of thirteen or fourteen.

Entering and Pursuing the Profession
The ceremony marking my installation 

in the profession as a Kuesionor seemed 
grand! My parents gave the women elders 
of our village the prescribed quantity of 
rice, palm oil and kola nuts. They also paid 
a sum of money and gave six yards of 
white shirting for decking me out for the 
ceremony. Much merriment marked the 
ceremony; there were singing and dancing, 
with many of the villagers participating, 
others observing.
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So by the time I was brought to my 
husband’s village to consummate our mar­
riage, my active singing and dancing ca­
reer was nearly ready to start. With the 
gaining of experience in my new career, 
I was to be away from my husband more 
and more on extended tours, sometimes as 
much as four months at a time. However, 
by now my husband had decided to take 
a second wife, so ours became a polyga­
mous household.

How did my husband feel about my be­
ing away so much? Did he miss me? I was 
not too sure at the time, but I did know 
he was not happy about it, even though 
I would bring home large sums of money 
after each tour. Anyway, I thought, he 
has my “mate” (his secondary wife) to 
look after him.

Things happened to me on those festi­
val tours, things that I am not now proud 
to relate. Drunkenness and adultery could 
be mentioned as the commonest of prac­
tices.

One season I arrived home from a tour 
too late to participate in clearing the 
ground on my husband’s farm for planting 
the rice, which is our staple food. This led 
to bitter quarreling and fighting. On an­
other occasion he beat me and, for a short 
time, drove me away from the home.

The Bible Changes My Husband
But throughout this period one of Je­

hovah’s witnesses came each week to con­
duct a Bible study with my husband. His 
visits began to affect my husband’s think­
ing in a favorable way, and this was re­
flected in what seemed a more tolerant 
attitude toward me. He became more gen­
tle and soft with me and he seemed to find 
it easier to talk about the things he was 
learning in his newfound religion.

Almost all of us living in our village 
were animists, so anything my husband

would relate about what he learned from 
the Bible was quite new to me as well as 
others.

The real turning point in my life, how­
ever, came one day when my husband 
called me to his side and explained that 
he had learned from the Bible that a man 
should be the husband of only one wife. 
(1 Tim. 3:2, 12) So he said that he had 
decided to send one of his wives back to 
her people. My heart sank, for my “mate” 
(his secondary wife) was younger than I. 
Would he send me, the senior wife, or the 
younger woman? My anxiety mounted 
when he went on to explain that this had 
been a difficult decision for him to make. 
But he then said: “Will you go with me 
to the Native Court so we can get papers 
for our marriage?”

I was so relieved, and I readily agreed. 
I was even excited about the prospect of 
going to the Native Court to have our 
marriage solemnized and registered. What 
had brought about this important decision 
on his part? Jehovah’s witnesses had ex­
plained to him that if he wanted to be a 
real Christian, his marriage should be le­
gally registered. So more was needed than 
just paying the dowry. Also, it was ex­
plained to him that he should take the 
‘wife of his youth’ and her only. (Prov. 
5:18) So he sent his second wife back to 
her people.

Changes in My Own Life
The loving approach that my husband 

made in respect to me and the thought 
that I no longer had to share him with 
another woman made a deep impression 
on me. More and more I began to respect 
him as my owner.

Too, I now was getting less and less en­
thusiastic about my singing career. One 
day in the middle of a big festival per­
formance, a woman shouted out something 
like this: “We have Christians here among
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us! We will never tolerate anyone here 
that is trying to go two ways.” Of course, 
I was unnerved by this outburst, as I was 
the only wife of a Christian in the crowd. 
Because of this incident, I did not stay to 
the end of that festival. I decided then and 
there to look more into the new beliefs 
of my husband.

I started walking with him to the 
meetings of Jehovah’s witnesses, which 
were held in a market town about nine 
miles away. At these meetings everything 
seemed so peaceful. What a contrast to the 
noise of the chekelan, drums and shouting 
of the crowds at the worldly festivals! I 
heard at these meetings, too, the singing 
of songs of a different kind—songs based 
on Bible themes and praising Jehovah. 
These songs were sung in our own lan­
guage, and the words began to take on real 
meaning for me.

I did not always understand everything 
that was being taught at these meetings, 
but I came to like being there very much. 
On arriving home after one meeting on a 
certain day, I requested my husband no 
longer to call me “Kuesionor.”  I too had 
made a decision; I would no longer be a 
festival singer.

The women leaders in our village were 
particularly upset by my abandoning the 
life of a Kuesionor and so they imposed 
a fine on me for breaking local tradition. 
The matter came before the village elders. 
Now my husband stepped forward, speak­
ing kindly but firmly in my behalf. This 
resulted in the elders lifting the fine and 
giving me my release. And what a release 
I felt! I was now free to serve Jehovah 
along with my husband.

Blessings from Serving Jehovah
Since my baptism in 1972, my husband 

and I have not had a quarrel. It has been

a wonderful witness to outsiders to see the 
changes that God’s truth has made in us. 
I have left off singing and dancing at 
worldly festivals, although the singing title 
is still used by persons who are not yet 
aware of the stand I have taken.

And to my amazement, some of the 
menfolk of our old dance troupe have be­
come singers of Jehovah’s praises too! One 
of them, the eldest of the old troupe, has 
embraced the Bible’s truth despite much 
opposition and ridicule.

Do I regret having made the decision 
to forsake my life as a Kuesionor to take 
up the singing of Jehovah’s praises? Not 
at all! After I made known my dedication 
to Jehovah and that I would no longer 
be following my career as a festival singer, 
a fellow singer taunted me by saying: 
“Will you have clothes and money like you 
have now?”

Of course, I was determined, and noth­
ing would now change my mind. What has 
been the result? Since I was baptized I 
have enjoyed so many happy experiences, 
among which are a contented home with 
a good husband who loves me as his only 
wife and who loves Jehovah as I do. I also 
enjoy the privilege of helping others to 
make changes in their lives similar to 
those that my husband and I have made.

As far as material things are concerned, 
these are not so important anymore. I 
work on the farm with my husband, and 
it produces our basic necessities of life. 
And since the easy money is no longer 
flowing in from my singing career, we do 
not have to entertain worldly friends and 
care for so many distant relatives, which 
took most of the money anyway. Instead, 
we have spiritual blessings and prosperity. 
I am so thankful that I left the life of a 
Kuesionor to become a singer of Jehovah’s 
praises.—Contributed.
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V/HM ^ 1 Are They Harmless Observances?
t h e

B1BLE's

V I E W ?

VA L E N T IN E ’S Day, 
May Day and Mother’s 

Day are among observances 
that most people would 
view as “harmless.” Few 
have ever wondered as to 
whether there would be any 
objection to a Christian’s 
commemorating them. But 
does the Bible have any­
thing to say about this?

The Bible does not men­
tion any of these obser­
vances by name. But it con­
tains guiding principles 
that enable one to deter­
mine whether celebrations 
of this nature are all right 
for Christians. One such 
principle is the Bible teach­
ing of complete separation 
from customs that are con­
trary to true worship.

In his law to the nation 
of Israel, Jehovah God de­
clared: “ You must not men­
tion the name of other 
gods. It should not be heard 
upon your mouth.”  (Ex. 
23:13) This meant that the 
Israelites were not to refer 
to false gods with feelings 
of awe or in a way that 
would credit them with any 
existence or power. They 
were to regard such false 
gods with contempt, as val-
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ueless, shameful, detestable and disgusting.—Ps. 96:5; 
Jer. 11:13; Ezek. 16:36; 37:23.

As for any of the religious appendages associated with 
the false worship of the Canaanites, the Israelites were 
instructed: “ Their altars you should pull down, and their 
sacred pillars you should break down, and their sacred 
poles you should cut down, and their graven images you 
should bum with fire. For you are a holy people to Je­
hovah your God.”—Deut. 7:5, 6.

In view of such commands, Israelites who wanted to 
be faithful to God would obviously never have adopted 
the religious festivals of the Canaanites and begun cele­
brating them under new names. That would have meant 
losing their “holy,” clean or pure standing before their 
God, Jehovah. Just as people today would not consider 
a shirt with a noticeable spot as clean and appropriate 
for formal attire, so Jehovah God does not view as suit­
able the practice of anything contaminated by false wor­
ship. He insists on exclusive devotion. (Ezek. 5:13) To 
the Israelites he declared: “I Jehovah your God am a 
God exacting exclusive devotion.”—Ex. 20:5.

That Jehovah God tolerates no mixing of idolatrous 
practices with true worship is obvious from his dealings 
with the Israelites. Take the case of the golden calf in 
the wilderness. When the Israelites had Aaron make it 
for them, they did not do so with the thought of taking 
up the worship of an Egyptian deity. They were simply 
taking over an Egyptian religious practice that promi­
nently associated deities with cows, bulls and other ani­
mals. This is evident from the fact that the religious 
festival held in connection with the golden calf was not 
intended to honor an Egyptian god but was called a “ fes­
tival to Jehovah.” (Ex. 32:5) But this did not make it 
right. Jehovah God severely punished the Israelites for 
unfaithfulness.—Ex. 32:28-35.

The unchangeable God, Jehovah, is no more tolerant 
of idolatrous practices today than he was in the past. 
(Mai. 3:5, 6) The Christian apostle Paul reminded fellow 
believers: “ What fellowship do righteousness and law­
lessness have? Or what sharing does light have with 
darkness? Further, what harmony is there between
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Christ and Belial? Or what portion does 
a faithful person have with an unbeliever? 
And what agreement does God’s temple 
have with idols? For we are a temple of 
a living God; just as God said: ‘I shall re­
side among them and walk among them, 
and I shall be their God, and they will be 
my people.’ ‘ “Therefore get out from 
among them, and separate yourselves,” 
says Jehovah, “and quit touching the un­
clean thing.” ’ 2 Cor. 6:14-17.

That being the case, first-century Chris­
tians certainly could not have shared in 
festivities honoring false gods and god­
desses. The facts of history prove that 
they did not do so.

This gives rise to the question, Would 
the early Christians have shunned the ob­
servance of Valentine’s Day, May Day or 
Mother’s Day, or would they have regard­
ed such observances as harmless? Well, 
what is the origin of these special days?

Concerning Valentine’s Day, World 
Book Encyclopedia (1973 edition) notes: 

“Valentine’s Day comes on the feast day 
of two different Christian martyrs named 
Valentine. But the customs connected with 
the day have nothing to do with the lives 
of the saints. They probably come from an 
ancient Roman festival called Lupercalia 
which took place every February 15. The fes­
tival honored Juno, the Roman goddess of 
women and marriage, and Pan, the god of 
nature.”

But how did a festival in honor of false 
deities become a so-called Christian ob­
servance? The same reference work con­
tinues:

“After the spread of Christianity, church­
men tried to give Christian meaning to the 
pagan festival. In 496, Pope Gelasius changed 
the Lupercalia festival of February 15 to 
Saint Valentine’s Day on February 14. But 
the sentimental meaning of the old festival 
has remained to the present time.”

Of May Day, this Encyclopedia ob­
serves: “The English and other peoples 
whom the Romans conquered developed 
their May Day festivals from the Floralia.”  
And whom did that festival honor? It was 
held in honor of Flora, the goddess of 
flowers.

But what of Mother’s Day? ‘Surely it 
does not have roots in ancient paganism,’ 
someone may say. ‘Does not the Bible 
command children to “honor their father 
and mother” ?’ Yes, the Bible does com­
mand children to honor, obey and respect 
their parents. (Eph. 6:1, 2) But nowhere 
does it advocate the commemoration of a 
special ‘Mother’s Day.’ On the origin of 
such observance, the Encyclopaedia Bri- 
tannica (1959 edition) states:

“A  festival derived from the custom of 
mother worship in ancient Greece. Formal 
mother worship, with ceremonies to Cybele, 
or Rhea, the Great Mother of the Gods, were 
performed on the Ides of March throughout 
Asia Minor.”

Regarding the adoption of Mother’s Day 
in the United States, the New York Times 
of May 10, 1953, reported:

“In spite of the popularity of Cybele, . . . 
and sporadic occasions honoring mothers 
during the Middle Ages, it was not until 1914 
that the proper combination of sentimental­
ity, idealistic promotion and hard business 
sense impelled the United States Congress 
to designate the second Sunday in May as 
Mother’s Day.”

In view of the false religious background 
of Valentine’s Day, May Day and Moth­
er’s Day, is it not clear that Christians in 
the first century would not have commem­
orated these days? So, then, is it not right 
to shun such observances today and thus 
obey the Bible’s command to “quit touch­
ing the unclean thing” ?

“Whether you are eating or drinking or doing anything else, 
do all things for God’s glory.”—1 Cor. 10:31.
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Turkish Witnesses Sentenced 
<%> On October 17, 1973, the 
Third Criminal Court of An­
kara, Turkey, sentenced thir­
teen of Jehovah’s witnesses to 
one year of heavy prison, to 
be followed by a four-month 
surveillance period. This case 
has continued since October 
1968, when police raided a 
p riv a te  hom e w h e r e  t h e  
Witnesses were in Bible dis­
cussion. In 1970, after several 
h e a r i n g s  a n d  i n v e s t i g a ­
tions, all thirteen were ac­
quitted; the court ruled there 
was “no evidence” of a law 
violation. That decision had 
considered an opinion sub­
mitted by three professors 
from the Law Faculty of Is­
tanbul University. However, 
the prosecution’s appeal was 
accepted in 1971, and a new 
court requested the opinion of 
two religious lecturers at the 
Faculty of Islam at Ankara 
University and a legal adviser. 
One of this group had already 
been disqualified as an expert 
by the Martial Law Court in 
Ankara because of a previous 
biased and wrong opinion 
about the Witnesses. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that the 
latest decision finds Jehovah’s 
witnesses “guilty.” The case 
has been appealed to the Su­
preme Court.

Unheeded Warnings
<$> Warnings regarding coming
food shortage have gone large-
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ly unheeded. An article in 
Smithsonian recalls: “About
ten years ago a number of 
scholars predicted darkly that 
given the size and present rate 
of growth of the population, 
the human race would inevi­
tably experience a series of se­
vere famines and social and 
political disruptions. Some 
ventured to say that the trou­
bles would begin in earnest as 
early as 1975.” After consider­
ing the West African famine, 
the magazine continues: 'One 
wonders if the prophecies of 
those quickly dismissed as 
alarmists should not now be 
reconsidered.’

Refinery Shortage 
<§> Even if the Arab nations 
had not recently cut off oil, it 
is possible that the U.S. would 
still have had energy short­
ages. W hy? Because of insuf­
ficient refinery capacity. No 
new U.S. refineries are cur­
rently being built. The reasons 
for this before the embargo, 
according to the oil companies, 
were crude oil import restric­
tions, low retail prices for pe­
troleum products and environ­
mental restrictions. A  refinery 
costs about $200 million and 
takes three years to build. Cur­
rently the U.S. has a refinery 
capacity of 13.6 million barrels 
of oil daily, but the country 
consumes 17 million barrels. 
Imports make up the differ­
ence.

Winter Deaths
<§> Of all the people killed be­
cause of winter storms in the 
last 30 years, about one third 
died, not in the storm itself, 
but f r o m  h e a rt  atta cks  
brought on by overwork in 
heavy snow. Heart Association 
experts have some advice for 
those who shovel snow: Use 
your whole body, including leg 
and back muscles, not just 
arms, when shoveling. Avoid 
shoveling right after a meal. 
Do not smoke or drink while 
working outdoors. Tobacco can 
dangerously constrict blood 
vessels, while alcohol dulls 
feelings of fatigue.

Catholic Quebec 
<$> Canada’s Quebec Province 
was once a bastion of Catholic 
power. But since 1960 church 
authority there has been in 
rapid decline. The number of 
practicing Catholics in French- 
speaking M ontreal dropped 
from 60 percent to 30 percent 
in the last ten years. Only 12 
percent of those in the 15- to 
35-year-old group take part in 
any church activity. There are 
fewer priests in Quebec. The 
changes have occurred quietly. 
A recent study by a group of 
noted Catholic laymen says: 
“Very often, the practice of re­
ligion is abandoned without 
drama, the way one puts aside 
an old garment that never 
really fit.”

Children, Church and Crime
<$> Often it is said that young­
sters from “religious homes” 
commit fewer crimes. Is this 
true? Not according to James 
Milord in a recent issue of 
British Columbia’s The Victori­
an. His evidence shows that 
there is no real difference be­
tween crime rates of “church 
kids and non-church kids.” 
W hy not? Churches have not 
stopped older members’ 'white 
collar’ crimes, and rich peo­
ple’s crimes are hardly men­
tioned in pulpits. The church’s 
“own dishonesties,” Milord ar­
gues, “have finally caught up 
with it.”
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Christian or Catholic?
<§> True Christianity should  
change people. Has Catholi­
cism, after sixteen centuries, 
really improved individuals? 
Says National Catholic Re­
porter: '‘The number of Catho­
lic drug addicts and alcoholics 
in the Greater London area is 
proportionately w ell above 
that for any other denomina­
tion or for agnostics, accord­
ing to a report by Father 
Terence E. Tanner, a social 
worker in the region. He said 
he had also found a high pro­
portion of Catholics among the 
compulsive gamblers in the 
area.”

More “Gay Churches”
<$> The hom osexual church 
movement claims to be grow­
ing. U.S. “gay minister” Troy 
Perry is reported in Yale Uni­
versity's Alumni Magazine to 
have said: “W e now have 55 
gay churches and missions in 
26 states, as well as in Cana­
da, Great Britain and France.” 
But the Bible, at 1 Corinthians 
6 :9 ,10 , condemns “homosexual 
perversion.”—New English Bi­
ble.

Tax Load
<$> Europeans, for the most 
part, have a heavier tax burden 
than Americans. The total tax 
load levied against the equiva­
lent of one dollar (on a na­
tional level) in Denmark is 
44 cents, while in the U.S. the 
figure is only 27.8 cents. The 
Dutch, Swedes and Norwe­
gians all pay out over 40 cents 
on each dollar for taxes. Those 
rendering between 30.9 cents 
and 36.8 cents are the Aus­
trians, Britons, French, Bel­
gians, W est Germans and Ital­
ians. The Swiss pay only 24 
cents.

Expensive Peace 
<§> It is claimed that no U.S. 
m ilitary man is currently  
fighting in a shooting war. 
Nevertheless, that nation’s de­
fense budget remains high. 
W hy? Weapons continue to be 
built. And, due to inflation,
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they are costing more. In 1964 
a recruit was paid $78 month­
ly; today he gets $326. A  
World W ar II B-29 bomber 
sold for $680,000, but today’s 
FB-111 is $10 million. Ten 
years ago nuclear submarines 
cost $81 million; now they are 
$181 million. As U.S. News & 
World Report sees it, “In to­
day’s tense world” the “U.S. 
has no choice but to pay the 
bill.”

Fetus Liberation
<§> Leaders of the Women’s 
Liberation movement claim  
they want equal rights for 
everyone. Interestingly, at the 
same time many of them  
also favor abortion. Are the 
two views really compatible? 
Not according to retired Ca­
nadian Lawyer Gwendolyn  
Landolt, who is quoted in the 
To r on to  Star as s a y i n g :  
“Women’s libbers say they’re 
all for equality, yet they dis­
criminate against the unborn.”

Profit Prophets
#  Predictions are probably 
never more unsure than when 
the stock market is involved. 
Prophecies early in 1973 for 
that year’s U.S. market did not 
come true but went wildly 
astray. W hy? Experts say that 
it was because of the sudden 
change in economic policies—  
from Phase II to Phase III to 
Phase IV, with a so-called 
Freeze II sandwiched in be­
tween. Then there was news of 
economic and political scan­
dals, the Mideast war and a 
subsequent energy crisis. And, 
added to these conditions, a 
greatly devalued dollar. The 
1973 market predictions were 
thus mostly wrong because of 
what Business Week calls a 
“truly unprecedented series of 
events, none of them foreseen 
one year ago.”

Poor Housing
<$> A detailed study by Har­
vard University and the Mas­
sachusetts Institute of Tech­
nology says that at least one 
out of every five American

families lives in substandard 
or overcrowded conditions or 
is forced to spend an excessive 
part of its income for rent. 
Their total of 13.1 million 
“housing-deprived” families is 
about twice the estimate made 
during the 1960’s. Of this fig­
ure, 6.9 million, the report 
says, live in “physically inade­
quate” units. That means the 
housing lacks complete indoor 
plumbing or is inadequately 
heated or it is “dilapidated.”

Britain and America 
<§> Ties between the U.S. and 
Britain are still strong. W il­
liam Davis, editor of the Brit­
ish humor magazine Punch, 
verified this in a serious arti­
cle recently: “On a personal 
level very few [British] peo­
ple actually feel European. W e  
know appallingly little about 
continental television, litera­
ture or even pop music . . . 
British newspapers and T V  
still take far more interest in 
America than in continental 
Europe. And of course we see 
more of life in America as por­
trayed on television than we 
do of life in France or Italy.” 
Students of Bible prophecy 
correctly refer to an “Anglo- 
American world power.”

U.S. Fires
#  Every year 12,000 Ameri­
cans die from fire and about 
300,000 are injured or tragical­
ly disfigured. Economic losses 
tally over $11 billion. “Ameri­
ca,” says Science News, “suf­
fers more deaths, injuries and 
monetary waste from fire than 
does any other nation.”

Craftsmen Needed 
<§> Many college graduates in 
the U.S. are looking for work. 
On the other hand, the short­
age of genuinely skilled crafts­
men, Industry W eek  says, 
“probably is one of the most 
severe problems that industry, 
government and labor must 
face.” Now, increasing num­
bers of young people, seeing 
employment trends, are turn-

AW AKE! —  FEBRUARY 8, 1974



ing away from college educa­
tions. More are considering the 
trades as a profession. Says 
one Tool and Die Institute offi­
cial: “From a sheer standpoint 
of economics, people are start­
ing to take a look at the voca­
tional trades, and we're start­
ing to see many more people 
interested in them.”

Waste Problem
<§> Industr ia l ized countries 
have no shortage of solid 
wastes. Who mainly contrib­
utes to the problem of solid 
waste? Most persons are sur­
prised to learn that, in the 
U.S., agriculture accounts for 
almost 60 percent of that 
nation's solid waste. Mineral 
wastes take up another 31 per­
cent of the total, that from  
households another 7 percent, 
and industry, 3 percent. The 
problem of solid wastes, ac­
cording to some, has reached 
“the crisis stage.”

Doctors Can Be Wrong 
<$> Some people are hesitant 
to question a doctor's opinion 
regarding surgery. However, 
they need not be. Business 
Week quotes Dr. William R. 
Barclay, assistant executive 
vice-president of the American 
Medical Association, as say­
ing: “Patients should realize 
that they’re the boss, since 
they are purchasing a service. 
If the patient wants to get 
another doctor’s opinion, he 
should feel no embarrassment 
about it.”

Doctors’ High Suicide Rate
<$> The Medical Tribune says 
that suicide causes more deaths 
among doctors in the United 
States than automobile acci­
dents, plane crashes, drown- 
ings and homicides combined. 
The rate is double that for 
all white Americans. Women 
doctors have the highest sui­
cide rate for any group of fe­
males in the country.

Effect of Religious Hypocrisy 
#  It is a fact of history that 
religious hypocrisy has con­
tributed to the rise of Com­
munism. In regard to this a 
recent United Press Interna­
t io n al  di sp at c h  co m m en t s  
about exhibits in Leningrad's 
Museum of the History of Re­
ligion and Atheism: “The sup­
port of some German church­
m en fo r  H i t l e r  and the  
reactionary role of the Russian 
Orthodox Church in the pre­
revolutionary days of tsarist 
Russia [are chronicled]. Even 
unbiased historians had little 
good to say about the Russian 
church in those days, and it 
has provided rich grist for the 
museum . . . Exhibits laugh 
at poor church attendance by 
Western youth, and lampoon 
the use of jazz in Western 
churches to recover these 
youth . . . Cardinal Spellman 
is condemned for his blessing 
of U.S. troops in Vietnam.”
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