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The1 Soviet Union?
FDR over fifty-five years now, the So­

viet Union has been a land of many 
mysteries to outsiders. During most of 
that time, not much information was 
available on the life of people behind the 
“iron curtain.”

However, in recent years the Soviets 
have opened their doors to more and more 
foreign visitors. These have been allowed 
to tour much of the country and to talk 
to all kinds of people. Gradually, an ac­
curate picture of the political, economic, 
scientific and cultural life of the nation 
has emerged.

But an accurate picture has been more 
difficult to come by in regard to one as­
pect of Soviet life—religion. What is hap­
pening to religion there? Is it still alive 
after five decades of Communist rule? Is 
it perhaps flourishing? Or is it dying? 
What does the future hold for it?

Conflicting Reports
In recent years conflicting re- 

. ports have appeared in the for- 
* eign press about religion in the 

Soviet Union. Some of the re­
ports, taken at face value, suggest 

a religious “revival” is occurring 
there.

For instance, the New York Times 
carried this headline: “RELIGION 
BELIEVED GAINING IN SOVIET.” 
The 1972 Britannica Book of the 

Year reported: “Religious services were 
going on in virtually every major city of 
the country and a certain proportion of 
young people were turning to religion.”

The German magazine S tem  comment­
ed on a cathedral that authorities in the 
city of Novgorod had turned into a mu­
seum. Visitors there were said to be mak­
ing the sign of the cross, praying and lis­
tening to religious music. This was taken 
as an evidence of growing religious in­
terest.

Thus, from such reports, one might con­
clude that there is indeed a religious up­
surge in the Soviet Union.

However, when one examines a wider 
variety of evidence, including other eye­
witness accounts, a different picture be­
gins to emerge. These other reports 
conclude much the same as that of one 
historian who said bluntly: “Organized re­
ligion, apart from pockets of zeal and de-
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votion, appeared to be a dying institution” 
in the Soviet Union.

Accordingly, there is the need to search 
underneath the surface appearance. Many 
things must be taken into account in try­
ing to determine the state of religion in 
the Soviet Union today. And when all the 
factors are considered, there are definite 
conclusions that can be drawn. One of 
these conclusions may be very surprising 
to you!

Helpful in this search is an examination 
of the history of Church-State relations in 
the Soviet Union. I t enables us better to 
understand why certain things have hap­
pened, and what the trend is.

Religion's Powerful Grip
To trace the story of religion in the So­

viet Union, one must follow the footprints 
of the Russian Orthodox Church. It has 
been by far the most prominent religion 
in the land.

That Church had its beginning in 988 
C.E. when Vladimir the Great of Kiev was 
baptized into the Eastern Orthodox branch 
of Christendom’s religion. I t is said that 
he converted from his pagan religion in 
order to gain his wife Anna. She was the 
sister of the emperor of the then domi­
nant Byzantine Empire. That empire had 
its capital at Constantinople, the chief seat 
of the Eastern Orthodox Church.

Vladimir told his subjects that they 
must all submit to baptism as orthodox 
Christians. Whoever would not do so was 
considered to be an enemy of the State. 
Thus, from its beginning, the Russian 
Church was backed by secular force. 
When the Byzantine Empire collapsed in 
1453, the Russian Orthodox Church was 
declared independent from control by Con­
stantinople. Later, the chief religious head 
a t Moscow was made a patriarch equal to 
the one in Constantinople. However, in 
1692 Peter the Great abolished the posi­

tion of patriarch, controlling the Church 
himself. And in 1721 the Russian Orthodox 
Church was officially made the national 
church.

As time passed, the Church became ever 
more closely linked with the oppressive 
rule of the czars (kings or emperors, from 
the Latin word Caesar). The czars re­
quired the people to conform to the Rus­
sian Orthodox Church and made it unlaw­
ful to convert to another religion. The 
ruthless czars and the self-seeking Church 
combined to keep the people in ignorance 
and poverty.

But then, in March of 1917, liberal- 
minded political groups staged a revolu­
tion and ousted the czar. With the czar 
gone, the Russian Orthodox Church saw a 
chance to become independent from State 
control. And the new provisional govern­
ment encouraged such efforts. In August 
of that memorable year, the office of the 
patriarch was restored. With a new pa­
triarch, Tikhon, and new freedom, it was 
thought that the Church would become 
even more powerful than before.

Ominous Winds o f Change
But before that could take place, politi­

cal winds of hurricane force blew across 
Russia! Another revolution took place in 
November 1917. This one brought to 
power the Bolsheviks (later called Com­
munists). They swept away the existing 
order, including the provisional govern­
ment.

In a few years, under the direction of 
Lenin, Communism consolidated its hold 
on Russia and other territories near it. 
Then, on December 30, 1922, the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.) 
was declared to be in existence. Ultimate­
ly, fifteen republics came to make up the 
Soviet Union, including Russia, the largest 
of the republics. Today the Soviet Union 
embraces a greater land area than any
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other nation. Its population totals nearly
250,000,000, the third-largest in the world 
after China and India.

Coming into power over more than one 
hundred national groups, the Communist 
rulers were faced with people holding a 
variety of religious beliefs. Of course, the 
Russian Orthodox Church was by far the 
largest religion. But there were many

others, especially in the territories that 
had come under Communist control more 
recently.

All of these religions wondered about 
their position in relation to the new gov­
ernment. Very soon they were to find out. 
They were all to be struck full force by 
the gigantic winds of change that began 
blowing in November of 1917.

e Soviet Uni'

YVTHEN the Communists gained control 
W of Russia, they wasted no time be­

fore making known their purpose toward 
religion. I t was to smash religion out of 
existence and to turn the country into 
an atheistic state.

True, in the early 1900’s, Lenin had 
written that there should be religious 
toleration. But once the Bolsheviks seized
power it was clear tha t the government 
would regard religion as an enemy and 
would try  to bury it. In his treatise Rela­
tionship of the Workers’ Party to Religion, 
Lenin said:

“ ‘Religion is opium for the people'— this 
statement by Marx is the cornerstone of all 
the world concept of Marxism in the matter 
of religion. Marxism views all of today’s 
religions and churches, each and every re­
ligious organization, always to be organs 
o f  the [enemy] bourgeois reactionary 
forces."

The Attack Begins
Right after seizing power in November 

of 1917, the new government issued a 
decree declaring that all lands, including 
church property, were now the property

of the people (actually the government). 
This ruling paved the way for the confis­
cation of church property later.

Another decree stated that all citizens 
were equal no m atter what religion they 
professed, or even if they did not profess 
any religion. The practical result of this 
was to condone and promote atheism.

Then, in early 1918, the government 
announced the complete separation of the 
Russian Orthodox Church from the State. 
At this time all church property was taken 
over by the Communists. Also, religious 
instruction was forbidden in schools. And 
all government payments to the churches 
stopped.

These steps were only part of the 
assault. Much more was to come. Vital 
from the government’s point of view was 
what needed to be done to the minds of 
people, especially the young. The first 
constitution in 1918 had stated that “the 
right to religious and anti-religious pro­
paganda is recognized for all citizens.” But 
the constitution was amended in 1929 and 
the ‘right of religious propaganda’ was
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withdrawn. While the ‘right to anti- 
religious propaganda’ was kept, only the 
“right of profession of religious faiths” 
was allowed.

The 1929 ruling was very damaging to 
religion. I t forbade all religions to do any 
social, educational or charitable work. It 
confined religious groups to the buildings 
allocated to them by authorities. They 
could not do anything to spread their reli­
gion. And since the children were now 
being taught only atheism in the schools, 
the long-range prospects for religion were 
ominous.

The Effect
All of these legal proceedings and the 

hostile attitude of government had their 
effect. From the first weeks of the revo­
lution onward, churches across the coun­
try  were attacked. They were pillaged, 
wrecked or converted into factories, ware­
houses, political meeting halls or muse­
ums.

Not only the Orthodox Church was 
involved. Other religions were attacked 
too. For instance, Roman Catholic clergy­
men were imprisoned, the Church’s prop­
erty confiscated and restrictions placed 
on Catholic schooling. Standard Commu­
nist practice was to form societies of 
priests loyal only to Moscow, undermining 
the authority of the pope.

Under severe pressure, some religions 
d isap p ea red  a lto g e th e r . The U niate  
Church was one. This church was a hybrid 
of Roman Catholicism and the Orthodox 
Church. I t had been strong among Ukrai­
nians. But clergymen opposing Commu­
nism were imprisoned or exiled. Others of 
the clergy renounced their allegiance to 
the pope, abandoned their religion and en­
rolled under the banner of the Orthodox 
patriarch of Moscow.

Hand in hand with the confiscation of 
church property, the jailing or exiling of

opposing clergymen, and the closing of 
churches, went a furious process of indoc­
trination through the press, radio, movies 
and the schools. Especially devastating 
was the antireligious atmosphere in the 
schools. Typical of the indoctrination was 
a ninth-year school textbook published in 
the Soviet Union, which said:

"The study of the laws of evolution of 
the organic world assists in the working out 
of the materialistic conception . . .

"In  addition, this teaching arms us for 
the anti-religious struggle, by giving us the 
materialistic interpretation of the appear­
ance of purpose in the organic world, and 
at the same time proving the origin of man 
from lower animals.”
The children were a t the mercy of their 

atheistic teachers. And their churchgoing 
parents generally were unable to counter­
act that influence. Most of these parents 
knew little or nothing about the reasons 
for the teachings and practices of their 
own religion. So they were very ill 
equipped to stem the tide.

In addition, large organizations were 
arranged for the young people. There were 
the “Young Pioneers” for children, and 
the “Union of Communist Youth” for 
those between the ages of sixteen and 
twenty-three. These organizations were 
filled with the ideas of Marx and Lenin. 
While membership was not compulsory, 
the social pressure to conform was tre­
mendous. The natural desire of young 
people to want to be part of what is popu­
lar had its effect.

Thus, once in power, the Communists 
committed themselves to the uprooting of 
traditional religion. And for the first 
quarter of a century after 1917, the 
campaign against religion was maintained, 
although the assaults came in waves, more 
severe at some times than at others.

Why So Antireligious?
Many people in other countries were 

horrified a t these attacks. But that was
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not the case with all the Russian people. 
There were masses of them who viewed 
what was happening as just retribution 
for the crimes the churches had com­
mitted.

To understand the way many Russians 
felt, one needs to understand that the 
churches, especially the Orthodox Church, 
were key elements in the oppression of the 
people by the czars. For their own selfish 
advantage, the clergy for centuries had 
catered to the rulers, ignored the needs 
of the people and kept them in ignorance. 
The majority of the people were held in 
virtual slavery to the rulers and wealthy 
classes. The clergy worked to keep it that 
way. Many of the clergy became greedy, 
immoral and hungry for power.

Historians acknowledge that the Ortho­
dox Church in particular was grossly 
corrupt. In House Without a Roof Mau­
rice Hindus writes:

"The village batushka [priest] was often 
himself an ignorant man, addicted to vodka 
and not averse to seducing an attractive 
woman parishioner. . . .

“The muzhik [peasant] . . . learned more 
about good and evil from the tales and 
ballads of wandering beggars and pilgrims 
than from the parish priest. . . .

"The fatal liability of the Russian Church 
was its complete subordination and sub­
servience to the Czarist state, which in the 
words of Milyukov ‘paralyzed all living buds 
of religion.’ ”

This author also noted the words of 
Russian literary critic Vissarion Byelin- 
sky, who wrote: “In the eyes of all Rus­
sians is not the priest the living symbol 
of gluttony, miserliness, sycophancy [self- 
seeking], shamelessness?”

Commenting on the Orthodox Church’s 
use of the armed might of the czars to 
further its own ends, the late Russian 
philosopher N. Berdyaev wrote in the 
book The Origin of Russian Communism:

“Can the hierarchs justify such anti- 
Christian ‘politics'? W hy do they resort to 
force rather than deeds of love? . . . We

observe with amazement the union of Church 
and State in this hateful work. It is this very 
subservience of the Church to the State that 
has resulted in the loss of faith on the part 
of so many people.”
That the sins of religion were greatly to 

blame for what happened in Russia is 
admitted even by religious leaders them­
selves. A theologian in a Communist land 
said in a report printed by Harper’s 
magazine:

“ I am not a Communist, I am a Christian. 
But I know that it is we, we Christians alone, 
who are responsible for Communism. W e had 
a burden to discharge in the world, and 
Jesus Christ left us no room to wonder what 
it was. W e failed. W e ‘said, and did not.’
. . . Remember that the Communists once 
were Christians. If they do not believe in a 
just God, whose fault is it?”
Without, doubt, the corruption of the 

churches in Russia alienated many people 
from God, from the Bible, and from 
Christianity. They reasoned: ‘If this is the 
religion of God, then we prefer to believe 
that there is no God.’

Thus, there were reasons for the fero­
cious opposition of the Soviet Union’s 
leaders against religion. But, unfortunate­
ly, they did not distinguish between true 
faith in God and hypocritical religion. In 
their bitterness, they resolved to throw 
out all religion.

The Clergy Compromise
At first, many of the clergy resisted 

the inroads that the Communists were 
making against religion. But as time 
passed, more and more clergy compro­
mised and became tools of the Communist 
government. But since that government 
was bent on burying religion, these com­
promising clergy were, in effect, assisting 
at their own funerals!

An example of this was the patriarch 
Tikhon. Unlike Jesus Christ, who was 
willing to die rather than compromise the 
truth, Tikhon compromised. In 1923, after 
being released from prison, he signed a
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declaration promising not to engage in 
anything harmful to the interests of the 
State. Shortly before his death in 1925 
he called on all Russians “to sincerely 
stand for the Soviet power and to work 
for the common wealth and to condemn 
any open or secret agitation against the 
new order of the State.”

After his death, the Church was not 
permitted to elect another patriarch. But 
other high church officials generally fol­
lowed his lead. This was made clear in 
1927 when Sergei, a  metropolitan (next 
in rank below a patriarch), issued a proc­
lamation. The book T First Fifty Years 
notes that in it Sergei “promised the 
support and political co-operation of the 
Church and its followers.” He called on 
the clergy to give written guarantees of

their loyalty to the Soviet government or 
face expulsion from the Church.

Despite all the compromises that the 
clergy were making, the Communists con­
tinued their many-sided campaign against 
religion. Especially during the political 
purges of 1936 through 1938 were the 
churches savagely attacked. While in 1930 
Sergei had claimed the loyal support of 
163 bishops, there were less than 12 left 
in 1939. I t was said that 40 bishops had 
been shot. And an estimated 10,000 
churches were closed. As The First Fifty 
Years says: “The church in 1939 was near 
to collapse.”

But in 1939 something happened that 
was to bring a change. World W ar II 
broke out. It affected the relations be­
tween the Soviet government and religion.

M-.-. m m m  m m  m m mm* H I  H O I
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W ORLD War II broke out in Septem­
ber 1939. Within two years Hitler’s 

armies overran western Poland, France, 
several other European countries and 
much of the Balkans. Then, in 1941, the 
victorious Nazis turned their attention 
eastward.

In  June of that year, German armies 
plunged into the Soviet Union. By Decem­
ber they had captured nearly all the 
western part of the country and had 
reached the outskirts of Moscow. The na­
tion’s survival was hanging in the balance.

However, severe winter weather and 
determined resistance by Soviet troops and 
partisans stopped the German tide a t the

year’s end. But it was obvious that more 
assaults would be forthcoming the next 
spring. The Soviet government knew that 
its people had to be stirred up for what 
was ahead. A maximum effort was needed.

One thing that made this task easier 
was the viciousness of the German in­
vaders. The devastation they caused, their 
slaughter of millions of people, their 
claims to racial superiority and their 
clear intent to wipe out many of the Slavs, 
infuriated the Soviets.

Yet, even more motivation was needed. 
In order to muster all the resources of the 
nation and to get the wholehearted 
cooperation of all the people, the govem-
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ment had to have the support of the re­
ligious leaders. Why was this the case?

The government needed the support of 
religious leaders because there were still 
tens of millions of religious people in the 
country. True, Communism had been in 
control of the nation for twenty-four 
years. But that was not nearly enough 
time to raise several younger generations 
of atheists who, the Communists felt, 
would gradually replace dying older be­
lievers. Many of the people over twenty 
years of age, especially the women, still 
professed a religion.

Change Toward Religion
Therefore the Communist rulers, includ­

ing Stalin, saw the need to change their 
attitude toward religion. They realized 
that their campaigns against religion had 
alienated many religious people. So, from 
the autumn of 1941 onward, the Com­
munist leadership started making conces­
sions.

Before long, these efforts had their 
effect. In 1942 Metropolitan Sergei hailed 
Stalin as Russia’s “divinely anointed 
leader.” Then, in 1943, Stalin received 
leading officials of the Orthodox Church 
in his Kremlin office and authorized them 
to elect Sergei as the new patriarch. Thus 
ended a period of eighteen years without 
an official head of the Russian Orthodox 
Church.

More concessions were made. The pub­
lication of a Church journal was permit­
ted. Several theological seminaries were 
reopened, as were many churches. The 
drive to destroy religion was muted. Also, 
limitations on other religions were eased.

Patriarch Sergei died in 1944. He was 
succeeded by Alexei. The 
Britannica notes that Alexei assured Sta­
lin of the “feelings of profound love and 
gratitude” with which all “church work­
ers” were inspired. Now, church leaders

everywhere pleaded with their followers 
to give their support to the Communist 
government. And the government reward­
ed some of the clergy for their efforts by 
giving them medals.

Church leaders told their followers that 
the fight against the Nazi invaders was, 
not only in defense of the Soviet Union, 
but also in defense of Christianity. The 
churches took up collections to buy 
weapons. By January of 1943 the dona­
tions were enough to equip a squadron 
of fighter planes. Another contribution 
equipped a tank unit, and when this unit 
was turned over to the Red Army in a 
solemn ceremony, Metropolitan Nikoloy 
praised Stalin as “our common Father.” 

Finally, by 1945, the German armies 
were rolled back. Soviet troops advanced 
into Germany. To commemorate these 
events, an assembly was convened under 
the direction of Patriarch Alexei. The 
assembly adopted a proclamation in which 
the victories of the Red Army were 
praised as victories of Christ over the 
forces of darkness. The proclamation 
stated: “Everyone can see whose weapons 
[those of the Soviets] our Lord Jesus 
Christ has blessed and whose weapons 
[those of the Germans] did not receive 
such blessing.” A few days later the 
Communist leaders expressed their grati­
tude for the effort put forth by the 
churches.

A Change of Heart?
Did the change in attitude by the 

government indicate a true change of 
heart toward religion? By no means. As 
the book Europe Since 1939 states:

“Strictly secular objectives impelled the 
Soviet masters, who were materialistic athe­
ists, to extend concessions to religious senti­
ments. Religiously inclined citizens in the 
USSR, it was reasoned, would support the 
state at war more fully; animosity toward 
the Communist way of life among Christians 
in allied countries to the west would be

9AWAKE! — APRIL 8, 1973



tempered, and devout Orthodox Christians 
in the Balkan peninsula would sympathize 
more warmly with Russia.”

Did these tactics succeed? The author 
of the book just mentioned, Arthur J. May 
from the University of Rochester, states: 
“In greater or lesser degree, all of these 
aims were achieved through the modera­
tion adopted by the Kremlin.” Another 
result he observed was that “in the sphere 
of religion, as indeed everywhere else, the 
cult of Stalin flourished.”

Religion had become useful to the Com­
munists! How useful can be seen even after 
the war’s end. In the book Soviet Un­
ion: The Fifty Years, edited by Harrison 
Salisbury, we read: “With the war’s end, 
church leaders fell in with the Cold War 
demands of Stalin’s foreign policy.”

At an Easter celebration in 1949, a 
typical incident occurred. During mid­
night services a t Moscow’s Yelokhovsky 
cathedral, Patriarch Alexei pronounced 
God’s blessing on the leader of the Soviet 
state, Joseph Stalin. And, in 1950, Alexei 
sent a telegram to the United Nations 
Security Council protesting “United States 
aggression in Korea.”

It becomes obvious, then, that the Soviet 
leadership’s concessions were politically 
motivated. By this means the churches 
would be more cooperative. In addition, 
with the government approving only those 
clergymen loyal to the State, religion could 
be completely regulated in harmony with 
Communist goals.

There could be no doubt that the 
changes did not represent a real change 
of heart. The Communists’ objective was 
still the strangulation of all religion. But 
their tactics were becoming more subtle. 
They saw the advantage of using “salami 
tactics,” whittling away the power and 
support of religion gradually. This would 
avoid the undue arousing of opposition, 
or the creating of martyrs for religion, as

had been the case with the head-on tactics 
used at first.

Of course, not everybody abroad or even 
in the Soviet Union was convinced that 
high church officials were all genuine 
churchmen. The extent of their compro­
mising caused some of them to be accused 
of being government agents put in office 
to control the churches. The accusers 
pointed out that other high clergymen who 
had opposed Communism had been im­
prisoned or killed. But the favored clergy 
were able to move about freely and con­
tinue in their offices.

Whether such high clergymen were 
direct agents of the government or not, 
the effect was the same. They worked 
closely with the Communist government 
to accomplish its aims. And one of those 
aims was still the determination to kill 
religion.

Actions Show Objective Unchanged
That the government’s long-range pol­

icy of destroying religion had not changed 
could be seen in its official acts and pro­
nouncements. For instance, despite the 
concessions made to religion in return for 
its support, the right to spread one’s reli­
gion was still forbidden. The profession 
of atheism continued to be a condition for 
membership in the Communist party.

Also, religious instruction continued to 
be forbidden in school. Atheism was still 
the official teaching, and it included anti- 
religious propaganda. Special attention 
was given to the promotion of atheism 
among the “Young Pioneers” and “Union 
of Communist Youth.” The party’s official 
policy was summed up in this counsel 
published in Komsomolskaya Pravda, the 
official journal of the youth league:

“Young Communists must be not only con­
vinced atheists and opposed to all supersti­
tions [religion], but must actively combat 
the spread of superstitions and prejudices 
among youth."
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The death of Stalin did not halt the 
Soviet’s long-range goals against religion. 
Toward the end of the 1950’s and especial­
ly in the early 1960’s under Premier 
Nikita Khrushchev, much pressure was 
brought to bear against all religious 
groups. The scope of it became evident 
later. New York Times correspondent 
Peter Grose reported:

“The extent of the damage done to the 
religious structure across the Soviet Union in 
the five years before 1964 is now becoming 
apparent. Dissident churchmen in Russia 
have claimed that 10,000 places of worship 
were closed down by authorities in those 
years. . . .

“A  vast bureaucratic structure was evolved 
to insure that church operations across the 
land were brought under the effective con­
trol of the civil power.”

Hence, while Communist leaders have 
made adjustments in their fight against 
religion, they have been, and continue to 
be, single-minded in their objectives. They 
work unceasingly toward wiping out reli­
gion in the Soviet Union.

After all these years of opposition, 
what is left of religion in that land? Just 
how strong is religion in the Soviet Union 
today?

THE Soviet Union no longer publishes 
official statistics on religion. However, 

it did a t one time. These statistics, to­
gether with eyewitness accounts and other 
reports over the years, give a fairly com­
plete picture of the situation.

The information shows what has 
happened to the “believers” and to the 
clergy of traditional religion. I t shows 
what has happened to the power of these 
religions, and the condition of their 
churches, seminaries and convents. It re­
veals the unmistakable trend.

How Many “Believers”?
Back before World War I, the 1911 edi­

tion of The Encyclopaedia Britannica 
stated: “According to returns published 
[by Russia] in 1905 the adherents of the 
different religious communities in the

whole of the Russian empire numbered 
approximately . . . 125,640,020.”

Since the population at that time was 
about 143,000,000, the number of persons 
who belonged to a religion then was more 
than 87 percent of the population. Likely 
the number of “believers” was even higher 
if those who believed in God but did not 
associate with a religion are added.

This reflects the basic fact that before 
Communism took over, Russia was heavily 
religious. The overwhelming majority of 
people belonged to some religion or ex­
pressed belief in the existence of God. But 
what has happened since then?

In 1937, the Soviet Union conducted a 
special census to determine the attitude 
of its people toward religion. About
50,000,000 citizens declared themselves to 
be “believers.” In 1939 the Soviet Union’s
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population was given as 170,000,000. So, 
in the late 1930’s, less than one third of 
the people in the entire country professed 
to be “believers.” After twenty years of 
Communist control, the number had 
dropped from about 90 percent down to 
about 30 percent.

In 1970 the New York Times published 
a report by the Minority Rights Group, 
a London-based research organization. The 
Times said: “The report estimates that 
the Russian Orthodox Church has the 
allegiance of 30 million people, in a Soviet 
population of 237 million.” And, in 1971, 
the Los Angeles Herald-Examiner stated: 
“There is no official estimate of active 
Russian Orthodox believers in the Soviet 
Union. Unofficial estimates run to more 
than 20 million.”

Considering that “believers” in other 
religions total only a few million, the 
trend is unmistakable. Actually, the situa­
tion is worse for the churches, since many 
“believers” are not churchgoers as they 
were before the 1917 revolution.

The Daily Post of Kotorua, New Zea­
land, reports: “A recent survey in Pskov 
[in the western Soviet Union] showed 13 
per cent of the town’s population consid­
ered themselves believers.” The newspaper 
interpreted the figure to mean that there 
was religious strength in the area. But 
the opposite is really the case. What it 
shows is that from about 90 percent who 
were “believers” before 1917, now only 
13 percent are.

Thus, if the available figures show any­
thing, they show that the people of the 
Soviet Union, after fifty-five years of 
atheistic indoctrination, are abandoning 
religion. The younger generations are be­
ing saturated with ideas that separate 
them from religion. And each year these 
make up a growing percentage of the 
population as the older “believers” die off.

Orthodox Church Devastated 
The Russian Orthodox Church has suf­

fered staggering losses. This is reflected, 
not only in the dwindling number of 
“believers,” but also in the number of 
churches, clergy and religious workers. 
The 1959 Encyclopaedia Britannica said of 
the Orthodox Church: “In 1914 there were 
in Russia 55,173 churches and 29,593 
chapels.” This is a total of about 85,000 
buildings for religious services. But by 
1955, only about 20,000 were left!

The same source listed the following: 
1914 1955

Clergymen 112,629 32,000
Monasteries

& Nunneries 1,025 70

These figures are similar to those given 
by other sources. For example, the book 
Europe Since 1939 reports that in 1959 
the number of churches was about 20,000 
and the clergy numbered about 32,000. It 
estimated that about 90 monastic estab­
lishments were still operating.

Then, during the late 1950’s and early 
1960’s, many other churches were closed. 
The New York Times cited “a study by 
two Orthodox priests in Moscow that
10,000 churches were closed during the 
latter part of Mr. Khrushchev’s regime, 
about half the number that had been 
open.” The Times added: “An official So­
viet publication of 1966 put the number 
of churches open at 7,500.”

Typical is the situation in major cities. 
The Los Angeles H re­
ports: “Moscow in 1917 had more than 
600 churches for a population of one mil­
lion. There are today no more than 40 or 
50 active churches for a population of sev­
en million, and some are the size of small 
chapels.” An editor of The Christian Cen­
tury, after five visits to the Soviet Union, 
verified this, stating: “How many Or­
thodox churches are open in Moscow? 
Forty.” Thus in Moscow, the heart of re­
ligion in pre-Communist days, the church-
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es have practically disappeared. And, as 
the Herald-Examiner observes, “Rarely is 
a new one built.”

The situation in Leningrad is similar. 
The Christian Century states: “Take Len­
ingrad, a city of 
5 m illion peo­
ple. F ou rteen  
c h u r c h e s  a r e  
open t h e r e . ”
However, th is 
r e p o r t  shows  
that these churches are “packed more 
than full every Sunday morning.” The 
reader might thus conclude that this rep­
resents a surge of interest in the Ortho­
dox Church.

But such is not the case a t all. To illus­
trate: If three churches had congrega­
tions of 1,000 each, but over the years 
membership had dwindled down to 500 
each, and then two were closed, what 
would happen? Likely you would find 
about 1,500 people trying to get into the 
remaining church. A casual observer 
might conclude that there was a strong 
upsurge, indeed a “revival,” because that 
one church was “packed more than full.” 
But what actually happened? There were 
fewer persons supporting religion in the 
area. But because of the constant closing 
of churches, the one left was crowded.

Who Are the Religious?
Also, who are the people generally at­

tending the Orthodox Church? New York 
Times correspondent Peter Grose ob­
served:

“Every time I visited a Soviet church . . . 
There were always shabby old women in 
their kerchiefs sitting in the dark corners, 
breathing in the incense, seeming to have 
lost interest in life around them.

“ If this was all that religion meant, then 
the builders of Communism should have lit­
tle cause for concern, about the present or 
the future."
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The Los Angeles Herald-Examiner’s re­
port also said: “Those attending services 
are few, mostly elderly and mostly fe­
male.”

But what of reports that young people
are turning to 
religion? New 
Zealand’s Daily 
P o s t  s a i d  of 
this: “In Russia 
s o m e  y o u n g  
p e o p l e  ( n o t  

many) have turned back to orthodox [re­
ligion] for aesthetic as much as spiritual 
reasons.” What this means is that a small 
number of young persons attend, not be­
cause they learn about the truths of God, 
but for reasons of art, culture, curiosity 
or even superstition. As the 1972 
nica Book of the Year observed: “Young 
newcomers to the Orthodox faith did not 
understand the liturgy or care for the 
sermons, but were baptized into the faith 
nonetheless.”

In his book House Without a Roof, au­
thor Maurice Hindus comments on the 
fact that some young people are seen in 
the churches. He says:

"It would be foolhardy to speak of it as a 
popular movement. Overwhelmingly, Soviet 
youth is either atheistic or completely apa­
thetic to Orthodoxy.

“Even in the Cossack Kuban, historically 
one of the most pious sections of the country, 
churchgoing has practically ceased among 
young people. While driving through Cos­
sack villages on Sunday morning, I saw 
crowds of young people promenading the 
streets, playing in parks, but not going to 
church. Not in a single church did I see a 
significant number of young people."

Hence, the conclusion is inescapable: 
The once all-powerful Russian Orthodox 
Church is dying. Peter Grose called it “a 
pale shadow of what it was before the 
Bolshevik Revolution.” And a theologian 
and historian of the Orthodox Church, 
Anatoly Y. Levitin, said:

N E X T  IS S U E — S P E C IA L!

What Can Be Done About Crime?
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“The Russian Church is ill, seriously ill. The 
most serious ailment is the age-old one of 
caesaropapism, the subjugation of the church 
to secular authority.

"In  the Church there are bishops who are 
branches of a dead, sterile and useless fig 
tree. There are gangrened church members 
who are . . . infecting it with their putrified 
exhalations and injecting poison into its most 
secret depths."

As Levitin indicates, the “gangrene” ex­
ists a t the highest levels. This was again 
seen in 1971 when a new patriarch, Pimen, 
was installed to replace Alexei, who had 
died the year before. Of Pimen, the 1972 
Britannica Book of the Year said: “He 
had shown full conformity to the official 
government policy.”

So much was this apparently the case 
that Time magazine of April 3, 1972, re­
ported that a prominent Russian writer 
“accused Patriarch Pimen, the leader of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, of abject 
submission to the Kremlin’s antireligious 
policies.” As Time noted, the writer “re­
proached the church hierarchy for com­
pliance with such measures as the closing 
of churches, the repression of dissident 
priests and the ban on religious education 
for children.”

For a certainty, the Russian Orthodox 
clergy continue to assist a t the funeral of 
their own religion! But what about the 
other religions? Are they faring any bet­
ter than the Orthodox Church?

ACCORDING to one list of church rep­
resentatives attending a conference in 

Zagorsk, near Moscow, there are at least 
twenty-three other denominations regis­
tered with the Soviet government. These 
are allowed to hold services in their meet­
ing places.

Among them are the Moslem, Lutheran, 
Roman Catholic, Baptist, Georgian and 
Armenian Orthodox, Jewish, Buddhist and 
a few smaller religions. Of course, they 
are minorities compared to the Russian 
Orthodox Church. Put together, these mi­
nority religions represent only a few mil­
lion people in the entire Soviet Union.

But the fact that these other religions 
are ‘recognized’ by the government shows 
something. I t shows that they too have

compromised with the Communist leaders. 
An indication of this is that there are oth­
er religions not allowed to register or hold 
meetings. Prominent among these are Je­
hovah’s Christian witnesses, who have re­
peatedly tried to register but who have 
been denied permission.

‘Recognized' Religions Dying 
With hardly any exceptions, though, the 

‘recognized’ religions are dying. For ex­
ample, Europe Since says: “Some 15 
million Moslems in Soviet Asia tended in 
time to assimilate to the Communist style 
of life; under official pressures, loyalty to 
Islam declined along with peculiar Moslem 
customs.” And an American who recently 
visited the Soviet’s Uzbek Republic, which 
had been Moslem, said: “The majority of
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the citizens of this Moslem country have 
given up the practice of the Islam reli­
gion.”

Buddhism once had a hold on people in 
the eastern Soviet regions. But reporter 
Peter Grose comments that the Buddhists 
now “contend with rapidly depleting num­
bers in holy orders, the advanced age of 
the lamas, and, above all, the subservience 
of Buddhist leaders, who, in echoing So­
viet foreign policy, greet fellow Buddhists 
from abroad with statements about free­
dom of religion in the Soviet Union.”

The situation of Judaism is the same. 
Grose states that the Soviet Union’s tac­
tics “have dealt a savage blow to the Jew­
ish community in the U.S.S.R.” He adds: 
“Soviet Jewry has all but ceased to exist 
as a unity, . . . the breakup of the Jewish 
community has been a consistent trend 
throughout the Soviet era.” He notes that 
the Jewish community is devoid of leader­
ship. As the father of one Jewish family 
said: “Our rabbis have given up too eas­
ily.” Also, the young people bom to Jew­
ish parents have generally abandoned the 
practice of Judaism.

Yet, what of reports that tell of renewed 
interest in Yiddish, even among the youn­
ger generation? True, in recent years the 
government has allowed the publishing of 
a Yiddish literary journal 
land, the circulation of which is growing. 
But its chief editor is a Communist! When 
asked if he printed any religious articles, 
he apparently misunderstood and an­
swered: “No, we print very few articles 
against religion.” He laughed when it was 
pointed out that the question referred to 
articles favorable to religion. “The inter­
ests of the synagogue don’t concern us at 
all,” he stated. Thus, whatever education 
is being given through Yiddish publica­
tions is in harmony with Communist goals, 
not those of Judaism.

The report by the Minority Rights
AWAKE!— APRIL 8, 1973

group in London gave a “reasonably ac­
curate” estimate of the number of syna­
gogues still open in the Soviet Union. It 
showed a decrease from about 3,000 in 
1917 to only 40 or 50 now. And with the 
recent Soviet policy of allowing some Jews 
to leave the country to go to Israel, it is 
likely that religious Jews will be still fewer 
in the Soviet Union as time passes.

Occasionally the foreign press carries 
items that seem to indicate some increased 
interest among Baptists. This is one of 
the ‘recognized’ religions in the Soviet 
Union. But note what the book Russia, 
published by Time Incorporated, had to 
say:

“A  visitor to the Baptist church in Moscow 
— the only Protestant house of worship in 
the capital— will find it packed with perhaps 
2,000 people crowded into a building de­
signed for a few hundred. Even the tempo­
rary balconies are a sea of devout faces.

“A  closer look at any congregation in the 
Soviet Union, however, reveals that most of 
the worshipers are older people who were 
born and brought up before the Revolution, 
and nine out of 10 of them are women. In 
provincial cities one may find a slightly 
larger proportion of younger people.

"But to interpret this as a sign of a mass 
religious revival would be misleading. As the 
older generation dies off, religion is likely to 
become even less of a force in Soviet life.”

Also, why is the Baptist religion ‘rec­
ognized’ by the Communist government? 
New York Times correspondent Grose 
gives a clue. He cites the occasions when 
400 adherents of this religion became dis­
satisfied with it and petitioned the Soviet 
government for the right to start a new 
religious organization. Why were they dis­
satisfied? Grose says: “At issue was a 
feeling among [the 400] believers that the 
Baptist leaders had shown themselves too 
pliable before state authorities.” But the 
dissenters were dispersed; some were 
jailed, others rejoined the national orga­
nization.
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It is another example of the fact that 
the Soviets ‘recognize’ only those religions 
that are totally subservient to them. At 
least, th a t is the case up to this time.

Conclusion Inescapable
Thus, the conclusion is inescapable: 

Slowly but surely the religions of Chris­
tendom and heathendom are being stran­
gled to death in the Soviet Union.

These religions are being replaced in the 
minds of most people by atheism, materi­
alism, science, economic achievements, 
sports, culture, and a looking to the State 
for progress. These things are being sub­
stituted for the natural inclination that 
people have to look to something higher, 
to God.

What has actually happened in the So­
viet Union is just as a historian said: “Or­
ganized religion, apart from pockets of 
zeal and devotion, appeared to be a dying 
institution.” Indeed, it is a dying institu­
tion even in much of the rest of the world! 
It is more so in the Soviet Union where 
the clergy give no genuine leadership and 
where there is no proper instruction about 
God in the churches or in the homes of 
church people, and where the full might 
of the government has been against it for 
over five decades.

Does this mean that in the future the 
Soviet Union will be inhabited almost to­
tally by atheists? Will it eventually be de­
void of all religion? While that is the trend 
today, that will not be the case in the near 
future!

/ M ffio ir s lluinmurnt V  in the

rpH E R E  is no question as 
1 to what the future holds

S O V I E T  UNION
for religion in the Soviet Union. That has 
already been decided. By whom? By the 
Communists? By the religions of Chris­
tendom and heathendom?

No, none of these will be the determin­
ing factor. Humans are not going to de­
cide the future of religion there. Why not? 
Because of what Christendom and hea­
thendom, as well as Communism, have 
failed to consider—God and his purpose.

God is the One who has determined the 
future of religion in the Soviet Union. Re­
garding the carrying out of his purpose, 
his own Word assures us: “My own coun­
sel will stand, and everything that is my 
delight I  shall do.” (Isa. 46:10) So regard­
less of what Soviet Communism does, or

what the traditional religions do, God’s 
purpose for the land area now making up 
the Soviet Union will be accomplished. 
—Isa. 14:27; 55:8-11.

When? In the immediate future! God’s 
Word clearly shows that His toleration of 
man’s wickedness is very near its end. The 
time that God has allowed is running out. 
Its end will be featured by striking chang­
es in human society, not only in the So­
viet Union, but everywhere.

And just what has God purposed for 
our time? To remove from all nations, in­
cluding the Soviet Union, every person 
and every organization tha t is violating 
his laws. That means the destruction of 
the entire wicked system of things now

16 AWAKE! — APRIL 8, 1978



dominating the earth. I t will be replaced 
by a new order of God’s making, populated 
by persons who respect God’s laws. I t is 
such kind of persons who will survive the 
end of this system and continue living on 
earth. God’s Word declares: “Jehovah is 
guarding all those loving him, but all the 
wicked ones he will annihilate.”—Ps. 145: 
20.

Right now, in the Soviet Union, as well 
as in the rest of the world, there are per­
sons who do love Jehovah. They obey his 
laws and practice true Christianity. Are 
there large numbers of them in the Soviet 
Union? Should we expect that to be the 
case? No, for God’s Word shows that such 
persons would be in the minority: “Broad 
and spacious is the road leading off into 
destruction, and many are the ones going 
in through it; whereas narrow is the gate 
and cramped the road leading off into life, 
and few are the ones finding it.”—Matt. 
7:13, 14.

Regarding our time, Bible prophecy also 
says: “This good news of the kingdom will 
be preached in all the inhabited earth 
a witness to all the nations; and then the 
end will come.” (Matt. 24:14) So God 
sends forth “this good news of the king­
dom” to the world, not to convert it, but 
as a “witness,” a warning affording peo­
ple opportunity to choose. It would attract 
only a small minority favorably, those who 
truly love what is right from God’s view­
point.

Proclaimers of the “Good
Who is proclaiming the “good news” of 

the near end of this wicked system, and 
the incoming new order of God’s making? 
Not the religions of Christendom or hea­
thendom. Who then? In the book These 
Also Believe, Charles S. Braden points to 
those who are when he says: “Jehovah’s 
witnesses have literally covered the earth 
with their witnessing. . . .  It may be truly

said that no single religious group in the 
world displayed more zeal and persistence 
in the attempt to spread the good news 
of the Kingdom than the Jehovah’s wit­
nesses.”

Do the Soviets acknowledge that Jeho­
vah’s witnesses are doing this? The To­
ronto Daily Star reported: “All religion is 
anathema to the Soviets. . . . nothing in­
furiates them quite as much as do Jeho­
vah’s witnesses. . . . Pravda reports that 
the Witnesses are becoming increasingly 
active. . . .  [Their faith] is spreading, and 
all the mighty resources of the state seem 
unable to destroy it.”

The Soviet leaders do not like to hear 
that God is bringing this system to its end 
and replacing it with a righteous new or­
der. But while Jehovah’s witnesses obey 
all the laws of that land that do not con­
flict with God’s laws, they will not com­
promise their faith by refusing to ‘bear 
witness to the good news.’

Thus, in The Kremlin’s Human Dilem­
ma, author Maurice Hindus comments 
that the refusal of Jehovah’s witnesses to 
meddle in politics and “their irrepressible 
zeal for evangelizing, have made them 
particularly onerous to Moscow and bring 
them into continual clash with the Soviet 
police. Though they function underground, 
they are hunted out and given stiff jail 
sentences. But there is no stopping them. 
Suppressed in one place, they bob up in 
another.” He notes that ‘they appear in­
destructible.’

How have Jehovah’s witnesses come to 
be so widespread in the Soviet Union? 
After all, they are not recognized, and are 
not allowed to hold meetings, nor can they 
enter the country as missionaries. How 
then?

Keep in mind that God accomplishes his 
purpose no matter what any human does. 
In the case of the Soviet Union, God has 
let the Soviet’s own desires work toward
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accomplishing the preaching of the “good 
news.” In what way?

Message Spreads
While there were a few Witnesses in 

Russia as early as 1904, a great impetus 
was given their work in 1939 and 1940. 
In those years the Soviet government an­
nexed the former eastern part of Poland, 
in addition to the Baltic countries, and 
also Bessarabia and Northern Bukovina. 
In these areas lived many zealous Wit­
nesses. Overnight they found themselves 
living in Soviet territory, coming into con­
tact with other citizens of the Soviet 
Union. They preached to these and spread 
the message of God’s kingdom.

Another surge came during and after 
Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union. 
During that war, many Witnesses were 
thrown into Nazi concentration camps. 
Other inmates who were Soviet citizens 
came into contact with them. Some of 
these people became Jehovah’s witnesses. 
Returning to their homes in the Soviet 
Union after the war, they took with them 
their newly acquired faith. This they 
spread to their families, friends and neigh­
bors.

Typical was what happened in the Ger­
man concentration camp of Ravensbrueck. 
When it was emptied after the war, it was 
found that about 300 young Russian 
women had become Jehovah’s witnesses 
through their contact with Witness pris­
oners who were in the camps because of 
their faith.

Then, in 1950 and 1951 especially, the 
Soviet Union engaged in mass deporta­
tions of Jehovah’s witnesses to Siberia. 
But that only helped to spread their mes­
sage into the farthest corners of that vast 
land. Thus today there are thousands of 
Jehovah’s witnesses in various parts of 
the Soviet Union. They are calling the peo­
ple’s attention to the fact that this wicked

world is nearing its finish, and that God’s 
kingdom will soon be the only government, 
and that it will directly rule the entire 
earth.

End of False Religion and Communism
When God takes action against this sys­

tem, then, as the Bible shows, the first 
element to go will be false religion. In the 
Soviet Union, as elsewhere, what remains 
of the hypocritical religions of Christen­
dom and heathendom will be crushed out 
of existence. As Bible prophecy shows, 
false religion, which has played the har­
lot with political rulers, will be made “dev­
astated and naked, . . . completely burned 
with fire, because Jehovah God, who 
judged her, is strong.”—Rev. 17:16; 18:8.

Why this adverse judgment upon these 
religions and those who adhere to them? 
God’s Word answers: “They publicly de­
clare they know God, but they disown him 
by their works.” (Titus 1:16) They have 
broken his laws, compromised his truths 
and have borne rotten fruit for centuries. 
And the Bible rule is: “Every tree not pro­
ducing fine fruit gets cut down and thrown 
into the fire.” (Matt. 7:19) The fact that 
the traditional religions are disintegrating 
in the Soviet Union, and elsewhere, is evi­
dence that God is not backing them. He 
has indeed abandoned them to their de­
struction.—Compare Matthew 21:43; 23: 
38.

But what about the ruling political ele­
ments? Will they fare any better? No, for 
they too have broken God’s laws, and have 
drenched the earth with innocent blood. 
They also come in for God’s attention. 
Revelation chapter 19 shows that God will 
annihilate “the kings of the earth and 
their armies,” as well as their followers. 
He has stated in his Word tha t he “will 
crush and put an end to all these king-

AWAKE 8, 197118



doms” existing today. All these forms of 
human rule, including the Soviet, will be 
replaced. That will mean a new order here 
on earth, governed from heaven by God. 
That heavenly government is the kingdom 
for which Jesus taught his followers to 
pray.—Rev. 19:11-21; Dan. 2:44; Matt. 6: 
9, 10.

Too, the destruction of all who have no 
respect for God and his laws will be no 
injustice. They want to go their own law­
less way rather than conform to God’s 
standards of righteousness. As the Bible 
says: “Though the wicked one should be 
shown favor, he simply will not learn righ­
teousness.” (Isa. 26:10) Therefore they 
will be removed.

Fighting Against God
Without doubt the Soviet Union’s fight 

against the religions of Christendom and 
heathendom has succeeded in great mea­
sure. But its fight against God’s purpose 
has not succeeded. Nor will it. For a cer­
tainty it will fail.

In this regard, the Soviets would have 
profited from the counsel given by a Law 
teacher who lived in the first century of 
our Common Era. This teacher, Gamaliel, 
gave the following advice to his contem­
poraries who were persecuting Jehovah’s 
Christian witnesses then: “I say to you,

Do not meddle with these men, but let 
them alone; (because, if this scheme or 
this work is from men, it will be over­
thrown; but if it is from God, you will not 
be able to overthrow them;) otherwise, 
you may perhaps be found fighters actual­
ly against God.”—Acts 5:38, 39.

Soon, God will take action against those 
who fight against his rule and show it by 
fighting against his people. Such fighters 
against God will be cut off from the earth: 
“The upright are the ones that will re­
side in the earth, and the blameless are the 
ones that will be left over in it. As re­
gards the wicked, they will be cut off from 
the very earth; and as for the treacherous, 
they will be tom  away from it.”—Prov. 2: 
21, 22.

Yes, as a judgment from God, both hyp­
ocritical religion and atheistic Commu­
nism, with all their supporters, will be 
“cut off from the very earth.” Only those 
who now choose God as ruler and obey 
his laws will be “left over in it.”

Then, ultimately, in God’s new order, 
“the earth will certainly be filled with the 
knowledge of Jehovah as the waters are 
covering the very sea.” (Isa. 11:9) As the 
Bible shows, that is the future of the land 
now called the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, and the rest of the earth as 
well.

IMPORTANCE OF PHEROMONES
•  Scientists are closely studying the effect of the odor of pheromones, an external 
secretion similar to hormones. These are used among some insects to attract others 
of the same species. In beehives the queen has been given special nourishment and 
raised in an oversized cell. But what is to prevent other bees from developing the 
ability to lay eggs and thus become rival queens? The evidence suggests that the 
reigning queen secretes a pheromone that affects worker bees who smell or eat 
minute quantities of it. This prevents the ovaries in the worker bees from maturing 
and regulates their ability to build royal cells. However, when the queen dies or 
leaves the hive to start a new colony, the odor of her pheromones disappears. The 
remaining bees soon begin once again to construct royal cells in order to produce 
a replacement queen.
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THE Creator has shown 
himself to be a generous 

Giver as regards mankind.
(Jas. 1:5) What an abun­
dance this earth contains to 
supply man with food and 
drink to sustain him! What 
an endless variety of fruits, 
vegetables and grains, as 
well as fish, land animals and 
fowl this earth contains!
What profusion of beauty 
there is in flowers and birds, 
as well as in other living 
creatures, not to say any­
thing of beautiful rivers, 
lakes, mountains, clouds and 
sunsets. Certainly there is nothing skimpy 
about Jehovah’s provisions for man’s 
existence and happiness.

And there is also nothing skimpy about 
the way the Creator made man. He did 
not proceed on the basis of the greatest 
of economy, of giving man only a mini­
mum for existence and enjoyment of life. 
Though, according to the Bible, man has 
been deteriorating for almost six thousand 
years, the human body still gives testi­
mony of the generosity of its Maker. Since 
man became imperfect this abundance has 
served as a margin of safety, even as noted 
by outstanding physiologists. Let us con­
sider some examples.

The Paired Organs
To begin, there are the paired organs 

with which the Creator has endowed the

N
i n

M art M m
j

body. For example, man has 
two lungs. These furnish all 
the oxygen man needs not 
only for everyday demands 
but also for emergencies, Be­
cause there are two, surgeons 
can collapse or remove one of 
the lungs, when necessity 
arises, and still the individual 
is able to carry on, although 
he is no longer so well 
equipped for emergencies. 
This fact, incidentally, shows 
why man has two lungs, al­
though he is able to get along 
with just one.

We have also been gener­
ously provided with two kidneys. The 
work of our kidneys is prodigious, and 
their structure is described by physi­
ologists as being at once wonderful and 
exquisite. Their ninety miles of tubules 
serve not only to filter the blood and 
keep its chemical content correct but 
also to keep the body’s water balance 
just right. Their essential work is 
carried on by tiny nepof which a 
kidney has more than a million. Even if 
90 percent of these were no longer able to 
function, the rest of them could still keep 
an individual healthy. From these facts we 
see that the kidneys have a safety margin 
of 10 to 1.

And what about the adrenals, one situ­
ated on each kidney? If both adrenals are 
removed, death follows within eight to 
thirty-six hours, depending upon the gen-
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eral condition of the individual. However, 
if but one tenth of adrenal tissue is left, 
he can continue to live.

This safety factor also applies to a wom­
an’s ovaries. Not only can one remaining 
ovary enable her to conceive, but even a 
fraction of one can. To a certain extent 
there is a parallel situation with the male, 
for one testicle is ample for a man to be 
able to become father of offspring.

The generosity of pairs is also seen in 
the sense organs. There is nothing skimpy 
about their endowment. Man can hear 
quite well without the outer ear and he 
can also hear with just one ear, although 
handicapped, in detecting the direction 
from which sounds emanate. Many per­
sons have only one eye, yet they manage 
to get along. Still they are handicapped in 
a number of ways, having a range of vi­
sion that covers only about 120 degrees 
instead of 180 degrees, as well as limited 
depth perception. We also have two nos­
trils, which serve not only for taking in vi­
tal air but also for smelling. If one nostril 
is closed, neither the sense of smell nor 
the lungs’ supply of air is greatly impaired.

Partial Removal
The generosity with which God has cre­

ated man is also apparent from the fact 
that quite a few of our organs of which 
there is only one can be partly removed 
and we still are able to function rather 
well. Humans have a goodly sized stom­
ach, which some persons stretch to twice 
its length by overeating. (Also a margin of 
safety!) When something goes wrong with 
the stomach, much of it can be removed 
and a person can still live to a ripe old age. 
In fact, existence is possible even with all 
the stomach removed, because of the com­
pensatory ability of the small intestine.

Then there is the liver. What an amaz­
ing number of diverse functions it per­
forms—upward of 500 jobs! Not without

good reason has it been termed the busi­
est and most versatile organ in the body. 
And yet people are able to lead rather 
normal lives if but 15 percent of its cells 
are functioning. Persons have had 80 per­
cent of their liver removed, and the re­
mainder still took care of all its duties.

Another organ bearing testimony to the 
Creator’s generosity is the pancreas. It 
supplies the body digestive enzymes, as 
well as insulin, from its “islands of Lan- 
gerhans.” Complete removal of the pancre­
as results in extreme diabetes and other se­
rious consequences. But four fifths of it can 
be removed, and the remaining fifth is 
able to supply all the insulin the body 
needs. Similarly, very serious are the re­
sults if all the thyroid gland is removed. 
But the body can get along well with just 
one sixth of it.

Note also the intestines. I t is possible 
for well over ten feet of the small intestine 
to be removed without any serious adverse 
ill effects. And, in many cases, most of 
the large intestine has been removed with­
out creating serious problems.

The generosity of the Creator is mani­
fest in the way the body is made to heal 
itself following trauma. Take, for example, 
when a section of the small intestine is 
cut out and the two ends are sutured or 
sewn together by the surgeon. At once, 
the intestines exude a “plastic” substance, 
which, in about four hours, cements tight­
ly the intestine where it has been joined. 
Not without reason did a noted physiolo­
gist speak glowingly of the “wisdom of 
the body.”

The Heart and the Blood
The heart has a certain normal beat, 

putting forth an adequate amount of blood 
into the circulation at a calm and mod­
erate pace. But when emergencies arise, 
it responds to them, for it too has been 
generously built. Not only does it step up
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its beat 100 percent or more, as is neces­
sary, but it also increases the volume of 
blood to be sent into circulation with each 
beat. The arterial pressure is increased 
some 30 to 40 percent and, as a result, 
the blood flows very rapidly to the capil­
laries for the feeding of the body’s cells, 
which are crying out for added nutriment. 
Thus when a muscle is laboring hard the 
number of capillaries a t work is many 
times the number that work when the 
muscle is a t rest.

As for the blood itself: Every second of 
every minute of every hour of every day, 
year in and year out, “eight million blood 
cells die . .  . and are replaced by new cells 
produced in the bone marrow, lymph 
glands and lymphoid tissues of the ton­
sils, spleen, thymus and intestine.” ( 
Body, by Life Science Library) Each cu­
bic millimeter of blood (even smaller in 
circumference than this letter “o”) con­
tains five million red blood cells. But this 
is true only a t average altitudes. When a 
person goes to a far higher altitude, where 
there is considerably less oxygen in the 
air, the body is able to increase the pro­
duction of red blood cells by 50 percent or 
more. In this way the body’s tissues still 
get enough oxygen, although the individ­
ual red blood cells carry less oxygen.

Vital also in the support of life is the 
sugar content of the blood. Too much may 
mean diabetes, as many persons know. 
And much has recently been published 
about the harm that results from hypogly­
cemia, a chronic lowered sugar level in the 
blood. Yet, under normal conditions the 
blood sugar may fall as much as 50 per­
cent before the “deficiency threshold” is 
reached.

The body’s being generously made is 
also apparent when there is a hemor­
rhaging, with considerable loss of blood, 
as caused by an accident or operation.

Many compensatory responses are made 
by the body. The blood pressure can drop 
temporarily 30 to 40 percent before reach­
ing the critical level and in just a short 
time may be restored to normal. The 
compensatory mechanism is very complex. 
For example, the spleen helps to remedy 
the situation, for it has a large reservoir 
of blood on hand. By contracting to about 
one fourth of its size it empties this res­
ervoir of blood into the circulating blood­
stream. Also, the sympathetic nervous 
system responds by decreasing the caliber 
of the blood vessels so as to keep up the 
pressure in spite of a reduced quantity 
of blood.

A built-in safety factor is also seen 
in that the heart and the brain get pre­
ferred treatment. Thus when more blood 
is needed than what the spleen can supply, 
the blood vessels to the muscles and skin 
constrict, but not those leading to the 
heart and the brain, for they need their 
normal flow of blood or irreparable dam­
age may result. When there is a great loss 
of blood there is also great thirst, for the 
water in the body is also used to pro­
vide fluid so that the blood volume can be 
maintained.

The generous provision of the Creator 
is seen, even in the very mechanism that 
constricts the blood vessels, in the event 
of such an emergency. Under normal con­
ditions the response is triggered by the 
medulla oblongata, that part of the brain 
next to the spine. However, if it is injured, 
there are a number of vasomotor centers 
in the dorsal medulla that take over. And 
in the event that it is not functioning 
properly, other body forces take over; in 
the last resort even the vessels themselves 
constricting without external stimulation, 
so as to adjust their size to the volume of 
blood in them, to keep up the blood pres­
sure.
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Other Examples
Consider the body’s capacity to store 

food. Some persons may actually fast for 
weeks. Of course, the length of time a 
person can do without food depends some­
what upon the size of the individual and 
particularly upon the amount of fat in 
the body.

Man can likewise live for some time 
without water, but not nearly as long. 
One reason for this is that the body is 
continually giving off water in perspira­
tion and respiration (breathing), and 
through the kidneys, even though no water 
is imbibed. And even though the body is 
two thirds or more water, a 10-percent loss 
of body water is very serious and a 20- to 
22-percent loss results in death. God there­
fore wisely arranged that, since earth was 
to be man’s home, there should be an 
abundance of water so that few persons 
are ever forced to go without water for 
any length of time.

The way our bodies have been con­
structed gives them the greatest margin 
of safety when it comes to going without 
food and water. But extremely brief is 
the time that the body can go without air, 
without oxygen. Its lack of oxygen for 
eight minutes is sufficient to cause irrepa­
rable damage, if not even death. Should

you ever have to assist an unconscious 
person, be sure that there is no obstacle to 
the victim’s being able to breathe.

For a concluding example, consider the 
human frame: The muscles are able to 
stretch very little beyond their length and, 
indeed, have no need to do so, their ends 
being fastened to bones. But generosity 
of construction does mark the structure 
of the bones and cartilages. In sound 
health these have strength far above their 
normal need.

Truly the Creator has generously en­
dowed the various organs and systems of 
our bodies. He has not contented himself 
with a bare minimum. I t  is as if profusion 
rather than economy was his motto. This 
is all the more remarkable in that, had 
perfect man not sinned, he would have 
had far less need for all the margins of 
safety built into our bodies by our God. 
Should not these facts call forth gratitude 
to our Creator as well as cause us to have 
a wholesome respect for our bodies? 
Surely!

Take good care of your body. It is for 
your own good. In time of need, your 
margin of safety may well spell the differ­
ence between sickness and health, if not 
also between life and death.

The U sefu l E gg
•  Concerning the hen’s egg, scientists Romanoffs in their book The Avian Egg 
state: “No other single food of animal origin is eaten and relished by so many 
peoples the world over; none is served in such a variety of ways. Its popularity 
is justified not only because it is so easily procured and has so many uses in cook­
ery, but also because it is almost unsurpassed in nutritive excellence.”

Among the ways in which eggs can be served are raw, boiled in their shells, 
scrambled, baked, poached, deviled and fried. And they are used in making omelets, 
cakes, cookies, pudding, ice cream, eggnog, custard, salads, and so forth.

Nutritionists regard egg yolk as one of the best of proteins. The yolks abound 
in minerals such as iron and copper, also in the A, B and D vitamins. And not to 
be overlooked are the uses to which eggs are put in medical research.
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By “Awake!” correspondent in Papua ,■■■>

''OR many, who feel the 
need to get to places in 

a hurry, the answer to the 
above question must be, “Yes!” And who 
can deny that flying has become a fast 
and comfortable way to travel? Tons of 
cargo, too, can now be quickly moved 
across continents and oceans by huge, 
modern airfreighters. With the increased 
pace of living, millions have turned to 
flying.

However, some have reservations about 
flying. In their opinion air travel is haz­
ardous. They feel much safer on the 
ground. How about you? Will you be flying 
on your next trip?

Traveling in Papua New Guinea
Here in Papua New Guinea travel by 

air is often the only means to “get you 
there” in a reasonable length of time. 
Coastal towns can be reached by ship, of 
course. But after arriving, there are no 
provisions for regular passenger service 
to other places in the country. The only 
“highway” consists mainly of 200 miles 
of unpaved road from the coast to the 
interior. However, traveling it is no 
pleasure trip a t any time of the year!

What makes travel by land so difficult

is a moun­
tainous obsta­
cle—a range of 
mountains with peaks 
up to 15,000 feet that runs 
like a huge backbone through the main 
island from east to west. From the 
towering, steep-sided mountains to the 
palm-fringed beaches, one passes through 
a spectacular array of wild, yet incredibly 
beautiful valleys, tumbling cataracts, trop­
ical rain forests and mighty rivers that 
wind their way through vast swamplands. 
The aircraft is the only practical way to 
surmount these obstacles. So the question, 
“Will you be flying on your next trip?” 
appears to have only one answer if you 
want to go anywhere in this part of the 
world.

Here the advantage of flying has long 
been recognized. Already in 1927 a regu­
lar air service was introduced between 
Wau, in the interior, and Lae, on the 
coast. This served the gold fields. In just 
one month in 1931, cargo reportedly 
weighing 581 tons was freighted to Wau.

Aviation has thus been a tremendous 
factor in the development of Papua New 
Guinea. The majority of people here are 
Melanesians, whose ancestors may have
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arrived in different migrating waves 
from the Malay Archipelago. Because of 
the natural barriers, these groups were 
long prevented from mixing with one 
another and thus remained comparatively 
isolated. However, with the introduction 
of the aircraft their isolation was broken, 
and they realized that it was now possible 
to have a look “on the other side of the 
hill.” They fully accepted this new mode 
of travel.

Popularity of Flying
That flying has become increasingly 

popular is readily seen from the following 
figures: in 1966 the domestic airlines 
carried 176,383 passengers. In 1971 this 
grew to 508,814, an increase of more than 
185 percent in those five years. General 
aviation operators carried an additional 
195,547 passengers, bringing the total for 
1971 to 704,361. Not included in these 
figures are private flying and helicopter 
operations.

Flying has certainly helped Jehovah’s 
witnesses in their preaching work. The 
airplane has aided traveling ministers of 
the Witnesses to visit isolated congrega­
tions on a regular basis, as well as Wit­
nesses to attend conventions held through­
out the islands; for example, the one in 
1969 held near Port Moresby. Over 1,100 
delegates from all over the islands came 
to this assembly! Except for the delegates 
from Wau, Bulolo, Goroka, Lae and Papua, 
all had to travel more than 200 air miles, 
and some traveled almost 1,000 miles to 
get there.

How Safe Is Flying?
Flying is not without danger. During 

1970, which was a particularly bad year 
for flying here, thirty-seven people lost 
their lives in aircraft accidents. Of course, 
with all the rugged terrain, the hazards 
here are multiplied many times.

If you fly for the first time, you may 
feel a little nervous, or, for that matter, 
very nervous. You may have questions 
such as: “How safe is the aircraft? How 
does the pilot know his way between and 
over all the mountains? How can he be 
sure we will not collide with another air­
craft flying in the opposite direction?”

Due to strict legislation and high stan­
dards of maintenance, serious in-flight 
mechanical troubles are few. In fact, none 
of the fatal accidents in 1970 were attrib­
uted to mechanical failure.

Also, airlines and charter operators have 
a pilot-checking system, to ensure that 
pilots maintain their high standard of 
flying procedures. Pilots who apply to the 
Department of Civil Aviation for licenses 
have to undergo a medical examination 
and a flight test by a department exam­
iner. In addition, pilots must have a medi­
cal checkup every six months. So there is 
strict and careful control of the physical 
condition of the pilot, his skill and train­
ing. As far as can be ascertained, no fatal 
accidents in 1970 were due to a physically 
unfit pilot.

How the Pilot Finds His Way
Experience and a personal knowledge of 

the route are important, as well as a 
magnetic compass and aerial maps. But 
nowadays there is also a network of 
special navigational aids to help the pilot.

The aircraft can be equipped with 
distance-measuring instruments, which, 
when tuned in to a ground station, tell the 
pilot how many miles he has to go to reach 
that station. I t acts like a signpost on the 
road, showing the traveler how many 
miles separate him from the next town. 
All major airports are equipped with 
distance-measuring beacons. Also, beacons 
define a narrow path extending from the 
runway to guide the pilot when landing. 
Lately, specially designed guide lights
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have been introduced that show the pilot 
if his approach is too high, too low, or 
just right. These navigational aids are 
themselves checked for accuracy.

Then there is a branch within the 
Department of Civil Aviation responsible 
for aircraft movements in controlled air­
space. Pilots are directed by Air Traffic 
Controllers into these lanes. Thus planes 
are kept spaced at safe distances, and at 
various flight levels, so that there is no 
danger of collision.

Reports on weather conditions along the 
route and at destination points, airstrip 
conditions, and other useful information is 
also provided by representatives of the 
Department of Civil Aviation. These 
ground services operate very efficiently 
and contribute a great deal to safety in the 
air. But accidents, nevertheless, occur. 
Why?

Negligence and Human Error
Pilot negligence is usually the cause of 

air accidents. A number of recent fatali­
ties, for example, were caused by pilots 
who, restricted to visual flight rules, 
nevertheless flew in weather conditions in 
which vision was restricted. As a result, 
they crashed.

Of course, jet planes can usually climb 
to a safe height and, unhindered, proceed 
to their destination. However, poor weath­
er, along with rugged mountains, are an 
acute problem in conventional propeller- 
driven aircraft in this area. Wise pilots 
flying these planes do not take chances. 
They may try  an alternative route when 
possible, or stay on the ground until con­
ditions improve.

One day a passenger wanted to be flown 
to a clearing in the jungle that had only 
a landing pad for helicopters. I t was 
located in one of the most rugged parts of 
the country. The passenger contacted the 
helicopter pilot and made arrangements

for the flight. “When are we going?” he 
asked.

“Oh, soon, I  think,” was the answer. 
“You see, there are a few clouds around; 
not that they worry me, for I  can go 
around them. Of course, there are these 
mountains here, but they don’t  worry me 
either as I can keep away from them.”

The passenger looked up as the pilot 
continued: “But there are those clouds 
and those mountains over there. They 
don’t  worry me at all, because in this case 
I just don’t  fly!” And they did not fly for 
three days. When the weather finally 
cleared, the passenger was flown to his 
destination safely.

It is the pilot who does not take 
unnecessary risks who can tell the story! 
Pilot error reportedly was the cause of 
all fatal accidents in Papua New Guinea 
in 1970.

Other Modes o f Travel
There are no railways in Papua New 

Guinea. Thus the only other mode of in­
land travel is by road. How does the safety 
of flying compare with that of road travel? 
Perhaps the comparison is not a really 
fair one, as there are not many roads 
here. Yet in 1970 there were 103 persons 
killed and 998 injured in 688 road acci­
dents. For flying in 1970 for the whole of 
Australia and Papua New Guinea, the 
number of accidents per 100,000 hours of 
air travel was only 1.77. There were no 
fatal airplane accidents in Papua New 
Guinea in 1969 or 1971.

Of course, you can decide for yourself 
which way you will travel: by air, boat, 
or road. I t is good, though, to have a 
balanced view. Long ago the Bible said: 
“Time and unforeseen occurrence befall 
[us] all.” (Eccl. 9:11) So there is a cer­
tain element of risk that goes with all 
modes of travel.
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MANY people today are 
in poverty. Others are 

suffering from disease or 
are weakened by the effects 
of old age. To help these 
people, there are persons 
who contribute money for 
the advancement of re­
search in the fight against 
disease and for the support 
of hospitals and care cen­
ters for orphans and the 
aged. Others even volunteer 
their time to work for such 
causes. Perhaps you or 
some of your friends or 
relatives do. Doubtless you 
know others who gain per­
sonal satisfaction from 
such work.

Efforts to relieve suf­
fering or to help the unfor­
tunate might well be called 
“good works.” The Bible, 
in fact, commends caring 
for orphans and widows. 
We read: “The form of 
worship that is clean and 
undefiled from the stand­
point of our God and 
Father is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in 
their tribulation, and to 
keep oneself without spot 
from the world.” (Jas. 1: 
27) But the performance 
of some “good works” does
AWAKE! — APRIL 1973

Is Doing "Good Works" Enough?

not in itself prove that a person has divine approval. 
God does not judge by the outward appearance of things. 
“Not the way man sees is the way God sees, because 
mere man sees what appears to the eyes; but as for 
Jehovah, he sees what the heart is.”—1 Sam. 16:7.

So how do you think God would view someone who 
gave of his time and funds, basically to make a name 
for himself, to impress others? What about a person 
contributing to charity just to reduce his tax bill? And 
what about persons who volunteer to help others, pri­
marily to salve their guilty conscience? Could God 
approve of their “good works”?

The Bible emphasizes that Jehovah God does not 
approve a person just because he does some “good 
works.” One’s whole life course must give evidence of 
devotion to righteousness.

A person may start off well in doing God’s will, but 
this will not spare him from adverse judgment if he 
does not continue in that course. “My righteous one will 
live by reason of faith,” says Jehovah, and, “if he shrinks 
back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”—Heb. 10:38.

This rule of action is illustrated in the case of Jehu, 
a man anointed at divine direction to be king of the 
northern kingdom of ancient Israel.

At the time of his anointing, Jehu was told: “This is 
what Jehovah the God of Israel has said, ‘I do anoint 
you as king over Jehovah’s people, that is, over Israel. 
And you must strike down the house of Ahab your lord, 
and I must avenge the blood of my servants the prophets 
and the blood of all the servants of Jehovah at the hand 
of Jezebel. And the whole house of Ahab must perish.’ ” 
—2 Ki. 9:6-8.

The house of Ahab was bloodguilty before Jehovah. 
It deserved to perish a t the hands of divinely constituted 
authority. This was in harmony with God’s law to Israel: 
“For the land there may be no atonement respecting the 
blood that has been spilled upon it except by the blood 
of the one spilling it.”—Num. 35:33.

Without delay Jehu followed through on his commis­
sion. For doing so he was rewarded, Jehovah saying 
to him: “For the reason that you have acted well in
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doing what is right in my eyes, and 
according to all that was in my heart you 
have done to the house of Ahab, sons 
themselves to the fourth generation will 
sit for you upon the throne of Israel.” 
—2 Ki. 10:30.

After Jehu’s day, however, Jehovah 
made a startling pronouncement of judg­
ment through the prophet Hosea: “I must 
hold an accounting for the acts of blood­
shed of Jezreel [the royal residence of the 
house of Ahab] against the house of Jehu, 
and I must cause the royal rule of the 
house of Israel to cease.” (Hos. 1:4) This 
bloodguilt on Jehu’s house could not have 
been for carrying out the commission to 
annihilate the house of Ahab. Jehu was 
both commended and repaid for this. 
Neither could the bloodguilt be attributed 
to Jehu’s killing Ahaziah of Judah and his 
brothers. Being related to Ahab through 
the marriage of his wicked daughter 
Athaliah to Jehoram, the royal line of 
Judah did not then have an approved 
standing before Jehovah. But what did 
make the house of Jehu bloodguilty?

I t should be remembered that Jehu 
became involved in serious sin. Second 
Kings 10:31 reports: “Jehu himself did 
not take care to walk in the law of Jeho­
vah the God of Israel with all his heart. 
He did not turn aside from the sins of 
Jeroboam with which he caused Israel to 
sin.” Like the other kings of the ten-tribe 
kingdom, Jehu did not eradicate the calf 
worship that had been instituted by King 
Jeroboam. This dereliction in duty was 
doubtless due to wanting to keep the ten- 
tribe kingdom distinct from the kingdom 
of Judah, with its temple a t Jerusalem.

Jehu apparently came to believe that 
independence from Judah could be main­
tained only by continuing to have a dis­
tinct state religion, calf worship. And he 
sought to keep his position at all costs, 
even if that meant perpetuating idolatry. 
This was really an evidence of lack of

faith in Jehovah, who had enabled Jehu to 
attain to kingship in Israel. So it may well 
be that, apart from the just execution 
of Jehovah’s judgment against the house 
of Ahab, the motivations tha t prompted 
Jehu’s allowing calf worship to continue 
also caused him to shed blood.

In due time Jehovah held an accounting 
for these acts of bloodshed. The house of 
Jehu came to a violent end with the reign 
of Jehu’s great-great-grandson Zechariah. 
After ruling for six months, he was 
murdered, and the assassin Shallum seized 
the throne. (2 Ki. 15:8-10) Jehu’s past 
record of “good works” was not enough to 
spare his house from having to render an 
account for acts of bloodshed.

Accordingly, the doing of some works 
that are in harmony with God’s will is 
not enough. While God may repay one 
for certain services rendered, final divine 
approval and blessing come to those who 
continue to serve him wholeheartedly.

Jehovah God has always dealt with 
individuals according to unchangeable 
righteous principles. Not outward acts in 
themselves, but a record of faithfulness 
prompted by good motives has great value 
in the eyes of God. As the apostle Paul 
expressed it under inspiration: “If I have 
the gift of prophesying and am acquainted 
with all the sacred secrets and all knowl­
edge, and if I have all the faith so as to 
transplant mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. And if I  give all my 
belongings to feed others, and if I  hand 
over my body, that I  may boast, but do 
not have love, I am not profited a t all.” 
(1 Cor. 13:2, 3) Similarly, Jesus Christ 
counseled: “Take good care not to practice 
your righteousness in front of men in 
order to be observed by them; otherwise 
you will have no reward with your Father 
who is in the heavens.” (Matt. 6:1) So, 
may we be found doing good works out 
of love at the time Jehovah God examines 
the record we have made for ourselves.
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Trappists Disappearing
#  The number of Trappist 
monks in the United States has 
fallen drastically in less than 
twenty years. In 1955 there 
were 1,000 full-time members 
of the Order of Cistercians of 
the Strict Observance (official 
name of the Trappists); in 
1965 their number was less 
than 600. Now the figure has 
dipped below 400. An article 
by D. McCarthy in Tropic mag­
azine of Miami, Florida, says: 
“Each of the 12 Trappist hous­
es has its own tale of decline.”

Religious Politicians
#  There are now five clergy­
men in the U.S. Congress. Two 
are Baptists; the other three 
represent the Catholic, United 
Church of Christ and Presby­
terian religions. Four clergy­
men were defeated in the 
recent elections. Only four 
members of Congress say they 
have no religious affiliation. A 
recent poll reveals that the 
two houses of Congress include 
115 Catholics, 84 Methodists, 
78 Presbyterians, 66 Episcopa­
lians, 55 Baptists, 27 United 
Church of Christ members, 16 
Lutherans, 14 Jews, 10 Mor­
mons, 9 Unitarian-Universal- 
ists, 7 Disciples of Christ, 5 
Christian Scientists, 4 Eastern 
Orthodox members, 4 Quakers, 
and 2 Evangelical Free Church 
members. Eight other churches 
have one member each. Some 
congressmen prefer to call
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them selves simply “Protes­
tants.”

Psychiatrists and Witch Doctors 
<$> E. F. Torrey, a psychiatrist 
and anthropologist, recently 
wrote the book The Mind 
Game: Witchdoctors and Psy­
chiatrists. He believes that the 
two perform essentially the 
same function within their re­
spective cultures. After observ­
ing and working with witch 
doctors all over the world, he 
concludes, in a Washington 
Post article: “What I learned 
from these doctor-healers was 
that I, as a psychiatrist, was 
using the same mechanisms 
for curing my patients as they 
were—and not surprisingly, I 
was getting about the same re­
sults.” A Canadian psychia­
trist, he says, has reached simi­
lar conclusions after studying 
Nigerian witch doctors. Torrey 
argues: “Recognition of this 
should not downgrade psychia­
trists—rather, it should up­
grade witchdoctors.”

The “Minipill” Contraceptive 
#  The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration has approved 
sale of the so-called “minipill” 
contraceptive. It does not con­
tain estrogen used in conven­
tional birth-control pills. The 
conventional pill apparently 
prevents ovulation by acting 
on the pituitary gland. “But,” 
says Newsweek, “the minipill

is believed to confine its action 
to the lining of the uterus it­
self; it does not prevent ovula­
tion, but apparently makes the 
uterine lining unsuitable for 
implantation of the fertilized 
egg.” / /  this pill allows fertil­
ization, but prevents implan­
tation of the fertilized egg, 
then it is basically abortive in 
nature; it does not actually 
prevent conception. In this re­
spect it seems different in its 
mode of operation from nor­
mal oral contraceptives.

U.S. Credit Losses
<§> Most retailers agree that 
the number of people who re­
fuse to pay their bills is in­
creasing. A large American 
finance company has “written 
off” as unpaid nearly $18 mil­
lion in the last three years; a 
major oil company cannot find 
3,500 of its credit-card holders 
who owe $350,000. Lawyers, 
doctors and business owners— 
not just unskilled laborers— 
are among those who refuse to 
pay their bills.

Dollar Devalued Again
#  For the second time within 
fourteen months the American 
dollar has been devalued. In 
February, the dollar dropped 
10 percent in value against 
currencies that did not change 
their official price, such as the 
German mark, French franc, 
Dutch guilder and Soviet ruble. 
For Americans this will mean 
an increase in the price of 
foreign goods, including raw 
materials and parts, sold in the 
U.S. The basic cause of the 
devaluation has been too much 
American spending abroad. 
The excess number of dollars 
overseas resulted in a lessen­
ing of its exchange value.

The Unborn Person
<$> Some who currently defend 
abortion claim that an unborn 
child is not really a “person.” 
But Dr. H. L. Herschensohn, 
writing for the Los Angeles 
Times, disagrees: “The fetus 
is not just a parasite in the
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mother’s body as so many peo­
ple choose to believe. The un­
born child is very much a per­
sonality in his own right. Like 
anyone else he has periods of 
activity and periods of rest and 
sleep___ He decides what posi­
tion to assume that is most 
comfortable for him inside the 
uterus. . . .  He can hear . . . 
Even noises outside the body 
can affect the fetus. A sudden 
noise in a quiet room will 
disturb him. If a strong flash­
light is placed against the 
mother’s abdomen there will be 
a fluctuation in the fetal heart­
beat. . . .  He is not existing as 
if he were in a stuporous state 
but is an alert, active and 
responsive little one.”

Oceanic Pollution
#  The U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administra­
tion reports that Atlantic 
Ocean pollution is distributed 
“far more widely than had 
been previously suspected.” 
One of its ships says that last 
summer its nets were often 
clogged with “oil clumps so 
thick they extruded through 
the mesh ‘like spaghetti.*” A 
dozen different types of plastic 
were found floating in open 
ocean. A similar report comes 
from the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography concerning the 
Central North Pacific. They 
estimate that there are be­
tween five million and thirty- 
five million plastic bottles 
adrift in the North Pacific. 
Plastics, it is feared, endanger 
the lives of several fish species.

Drug Usage Everywhere
#  Has drug addiction by­
passed Alaska? No, says a com­
prehensive survey of over fif­
teen thousand pupils in the 
sixth through twelfth grades 
in Anchorage. Forty-one per­
cent of the students have used 
a drug; this does not take into 
consideration use of alcohol or 
tobacco. This is a higher per­
centage than found in Dallas, 
Texas, and San Mateo, Califor­
nia, when similar tests were
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administered. Use of hashish, 
mescaline and propoxyphene 
are rapidly increasing in An­
chorage. A Journal of the 
American Medical Association 
editorial says: “The findings 
challenge assumptions that 
Alaska’s geographic isolation 
can protect it from the blights 
of civilization. On the contrary, 
data on drug use by Anchorage 
youth suggest that it is well 
within the mainstream of 
American society.. . .  The find­
ings of this survey leave little 
room for comfort.”

Religion Downgrades Bible
<$> The churches of Christen­
dom are not teaching the Bible. 
Last November, in an address, 
Dr. J. A. Howard of Rockford 
College plainly stated: “The 
churches—Catholic, Protestant, 
and Jewish—once centered 
their attention upon God’s 
instructions to man, but these 
admonitions are heard much 
less often from the pulpit and 
the Sunday School lectern, 
having yielded to discussions 
of social problems and situa­
tional ethics.” His observation 
was again confirmed in Janu­
ary when the “Very Reverend” 
E. M. Howse, former moder­
ator of the United Church of 
Canada, wrote in the Toronto 
Star: “The Bible . . .  is not a 
single book, the product of one 
mind or age. It is a rich and 
varied library coming from 
many historical backgrounds 
and containing many different 
ideas, at times conflicting ideas. 
Some of the ideas are crude 
and revolting, the reflection of 
the brutal times in which they 
were born.”

Cocaine Use Grows
Cocaine use is a growing 

problem in the United States. 
Agents now confiscate about 
a thousand pounds per year, 
five times what they took only 
five years ago. Organized crime 
may be stepping into the 
cocaine operation. Cocaine 
comes essentially from only 
one area, the Andes mountains

in South America. The leaf of 
the coca bush is sold there for 
a few cents per pound; U.S. 
wholesalers pay $6,500 per 
pound for smuggled cocaine, 
a white powder, which they 
then retail for about $80,000. 
Jewelry stores across the coun­
try now feature gold ‘coke’ 
spoons, a device that assists 
users in inhaling cocaine up 
their nose. This practice can 
lead to destruction of the mu­
cous membranes, major body 
defenses against disease. Co­
caine, a stimulant, can also 
cause heart attack and respira­
tory arrest.
Unreported Rapes 
<$> A growing number of police 
officers consider rape the most 
widely committed major crime. 
The FBI says that 85 out of 
every 100,000 female residents 
of major U.S. cities are rape 
victims. Rape also appears to 
be the least reported crime. 
Many women do not want to 
discuss their case with male 
policemen or otherwise risk the 
possible shame of revealing 
they were raped. Newsweek 
observes: “The conservative
estimate is that a phenomenal 
75 per cent of all sexual 
attacks on women go entirely 
unreported to the authorities.”

Space Budget Cut 
<§> The National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration’s 
next fiscal budget is for $3 
billion. This is the lowest re­
quest since 1962. So far, 1,500 
Administration employees have 
been dropped this fiscal year; 
another 1,800 are scheduled to 
go.
Most Populous Cities 
<#> Shanghai is now listed as 
the most populous city in the 
world. The latest edition of the 
United Nations Demographic 
Yearbook, published in Febru­
ary, says that 10,820,000 per­
sons live there. That would 
put it ahead of Tokyo (8,841,- 
000), New York (7,895,000) 
and Peking (7,570,000). Almost 
57 percent of the world’s pop­
ulation lives in Asia.
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Learning Continues
<$> Latest work by a California 
researcher indicates that “peo­
ple continue to grow and de­
velop” mentally as they get 
older. A group of 212 men and 
women from the San Fran­
cisco Bay area were first given 
“IQ” tests in 1931 when they 
were between two and five 
years of age. They had an 
average score of 110.7. In 1941 
those who could be found of 
the group averaged 113.3; in 
1956, 124.1. The latest test on 
48 of the original 212 persons 
shows an average of 130.1.

Ski Accidents
<# There are more than one 
hundred thousand ski injuries 
reported each year in the Unit­
ed States; at least that same 
number are believed to go un­
reported. One surgeon esti­
mates that sprains account for
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some 40 percent and bone 
breaks for 35 percent of the 
total. Medical World News 
says: “Despite the efforts of 
biomechanical engineers and 
ski patrolmen, the injury rate 
keeps pace with the race to the 
slopes.”

Schoolroom Cheaters
<§> How many school students 
cheat? A controlled experiment 
in Pennsylvania involved 312 
junior high school students 
who were given a test covering 
several subjects. Their com­
pleted papers were collected 
and, unknown to them, copied. 
The originals were later re­
turned and students asked to 
grade their own papers. The 
re-collected papers were then 
compared with the copies. Re­
sults showed that 151 students, 
over 48 percent, had cheated

by making changes on their 
own papers.

Movies—Better than Ever?
<$> One of the most popular 
U.S. movies today has been 
described as “hard-core” por­
nography. It was made in six 
days for an investment of 
$25,000 and has now grossed 
over $3.5 million. Who is view­
ing this film? Saturday Re­
view  says: “Each evening as 
serpentine lines of giggling 
moviegoers wait . . . chauf- 
feured limousines pull up in 
front of the [theater] to dis­
gorge gaggles of New York’s 
wealthiest and most famous 
people.” Horror films are also 
increasingly popular. And a 
New York film critic says: 
“There is a lot of interest in 
the occult, mysticism, spiritual­
ism—especially in the younger, 
moviegoing audience.”
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