 WHAT IS HAPPENING
TO RELIGION IN

The Olynmpics—in Ideal and Reality

PAGE 13

The Future for Nudear Poner

PAGE 20



THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our times must
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. “Awake!” has no fetters. It recognizes
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; it is unham-
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth.

The viewpoint of “Awake!” is not narrow, but is international. “Awake!” has its
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles are read in many lands, in many
languages, by millions of persons.

In every issue “Awake!” presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent passes in quick review.
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. “Awake!” pro-
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family.

“Awake!” pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish-
ment of God’ righteous new order in this generation.

Get acquainted with “Awake!” Keep awake by reading “AwakeF*

ublished Semimonthly by

WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF NEW YORK, INC.

117 Adams Street Brooklyn, NY. 11201, U.S.A.

N. H. Knorr, President Grant Suiter, Secretary

Average printing each issue: 7,500,000 Now published in 29 languages
Five cents a copy Semimonthly— Afrikaans, Cebuano, Danish, Dutch, English,
Yearly subscription rates for semi- Finnish, French, German, Greek, lloko, Italian, Japanese,
Offlces monthly editions in local currency Korean, Norwegian, Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish, Tagalog,
America, U.S., 117 Adams Street, Zulu.

Brooklyn, N.Y. 1120 $1.50 Monthly— Chinese, Cinyanja, Hiligaynon. Indonesian, Malaya-

Australia, 11 Beresford Rd Strathfleld, N.SW. 2135 $1.50 ian.Pidai B : =2
Canada, 150 Bridgeland Aye., Toronto, Ont. M6A 175 $1.50 lam, Melanesian-Pidgin, Polish, Tamil, Ukrainian, Yoruba.
England, Watch Tower House,

The Ridgeway, London NW7 1RN 65p CHANGES OF ADDRESS should reach us thirty days
New Zealand, 621 New North Rd., Auckland 3 $1.50 before your moving date. Give us your old and new
Philippines, P.0. Box 2044, Manila D-406 P10 address (If possible, your old address label). Write
South Africa, Private Bag 2, P.0. Elandsfontein, Tvl. RI,10 Watchtower, ~ 117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, New York

(Monthly editions cost half the above rates.) 11201, U.S.A.

Remittances for subscriptions should be sent to the office in

your country. Otherwise send your remittance to Brooklyn. Second-class postage pald at Brooklyn, N.Y.
Notice of expiration is sent at least two issues before Printed in US.A
subscription expires.

Tho Bible translation regularly used In “Awake!” Is the “New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures.™
When other translations are used, this is clearly marked.

CONTENTS

Religion Loses Ground in “the Bible Belt” 3 “Be Fruitful and Become Many”
Racial Issue Shakes “Bible Belt” Churches 4 —At What Rate?

Biblical Ignorance Brings Further Losses 6 The Future for Nuclear Power
Bible Truth Advances in “the Bible Belt” 8 The Silent Killer

Use of Pain-killing Drugs 10 They Let Their Light Shine
Sugartime in Quebec 1 Give Us Our Daily Bread

The Olympics—in Ideal and Reality 13 “vour Word Is Truth”

Even Enemies 15 Why Is the Trinity Taught?

Are You Ready for Your Newcomer? 16 Watching the World

19
20
23
24
25

27
29



— Romans 13:11

Volume LIV February

R over two centuries the southern
part of the United States has been a
bastion of conservative Protestant reli-
gious thinking. Baptists, Methodists and
other “fundamentalist” religious groups
have so dominated the area that it has
come to be referred to as “the Bible Belt.”
But now the former solid front present-
ed by the Southland’s churches is splinter-
ing. In 1971 only the Baptist Church, of
these major religious bodies in the South,
realized any membership gains. This was
a nominal 1.2-percent increase, only one
tenth of one percent over population
growth. The 1972 increase was somewhat
more impressive.

However, more than problems with
membership rolls afflict southern churches.
A former president of the Southern Baptist
Convention told an evangelism conference
that “a floodtide of paganism, hedonism
and atheism threatens . . . the church.”
The Austin (Texas) Statesman quotes him
as saying: “At a time when the church
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faces its greatest challenge the church is
its most anemic and sickliest. . . . We’re
living to see the [Baptist] Church die be-
fore our very eyes.”

Observers of other denominations make
similar expressions. Some feel that reviv-
ing the ‘dying’ church may be impossible.
Preachers find themselves frustrated over
religion’s dwindling influence in the South.
Ken Forshee, pastor of the Highland Hills
Christian Church in Oklahoma City, con-
cluded, after interviewing ministers from
twenty-five churches in that area:

“For every man | can point to receiv-
ing gratification from the ministry, three
would leave the ministry if they had any
idea of what they could do. This is one
of the most critical issues of the church
today.”

An associate of Forshee, Rex Vaughan,
refers to “a great deal of desperation by
clergy as well as laymen—a lack of con-
crete vision and tools.”

But why this “lack of concrete vision,”
loss of “gratification” and feeling of “des-
peration” in what has come to be consid-
ered the very heartland of U.S. fundamen-
talist religion? Because critical issues
peculiar to southern U.S. churches face
“the Bible Belt.” For example, there are
the changes associated with racial integra-
tion. To understand its effect, one must
briefly peer back into the history of the
U.S. South.



N THE early nineteenth century, church-
I es of the same religious organization
were to be found in both the North and
the South. Black slavery, too, appeared in
both sections of the country. But Negro
slavery did not work out well in the North,
where there was more concentration on
commerce, manufacturing and westward
expansion. In the South, however, where
the cotton crop was the base of the econo-
my, slavery provided cheap labor.

As the two sections of the country di-
vided politically over the slavery question,
they also separated religiously. Churches
in the North condemned slavery as ‘un-
holy,” while those in the South called it
‘holy.” Southern religionists sought isolat-
ed Scripture texts to try to support the
propriety of enforced black slavery. In
1844 the Methodist Church in the North
and in the South split over the black slav-
ery issue; the Baptists did the same a year
later. Then, in 1861, the year the Civil
War broke out, the Presbyterians divided
right down the political Mason-Dixon line.

Churches of the South even involved
themselves in the slavery business, accord-
ing to E. M. Poteat, Jr., minister of the
Pullen Memorial Baptist Church in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina. He says: “Not only
did Christian men hold slaves for the Glo-
ry of God, churches themselves frequently
advanced the Kingdom of heaven by let-
ting out for hire slaves who had become
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chattel property of
the House of God.”
Negro slavery thus
became firmly rooted
in the South. It should
not be forgotten, how-
ever, that, had black
slavery been econom-
ically successful in
the North, where it
had earlier existed,
churches there, no doubt, would have
supported it as passionately as did their
southern counterparts.

Post-Civil War Racial Bias

After the South lay in defeat at the con-
clusion of the Civil War in 1865, her cler-
gymen, nevertheless, clung to what was
uniquely their own—"“Bible Belt” Protes-
tantism. “If we cannot gain our political,
let us establish at least our mental in-
dependence,” a Methodist preacher in Mis-
sissippi insisted at the end of the Con-
federacy. The publication Southern White
Protestantism in the Twentieth Century
by K. K. Bailey says: “Southern leaders
were convinced that the white religion of
the South was of a purer form than that
of the same denomination in the North.”

Slaves may have been legally freed af-
ter the Civil War, but the Negro re-
mained socially ostracized. Extremists in
the South upheld white supremacy! Even
Methodist and Baptist preachers were en-
listed into the dreaded Ku Klux Klan to
harass emancipated Negroes. Most of the
black population in the South was shack-
led with poverty and illiteracy for decades
after the Emancipation Proclamation of
1863.

As a consequence, outcast blacks did not
have enough education to read the Bible.
Usually not welcome at the white church-
es, they began their own services, which,
at first, consisted of little more than talk-
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ing and singing. They made up their own
songs, the ‘religious spirituals.” Any ser-
mon that was delivered was often no more
than a Bible story that had been handed
down from father to son and greatly em-
bellished in the process.

But even if whites would have allowed
the Negroes to join their churches, few
would have obliged. As the author of the
book
as personified by the Anglo-Saxon Baptist
and Methodist was the only religion known
to them, and that was so definitely asso-
ciated with the white boss and landlord,
there was fear that they would be com-
pelled to spend eternity where the white-
race-God would continue to force upon
them the same cruelty and injustice they
had always known.”

United States history shows that the
Negro has wanted little to do with a white
racist God. Most, instead, have preferred
their own brand of fundamentalist religion.

Effects of Modern Changes
on Southern Churches
Then, dramatically, in 1954, the whole
complexion of events started changing in
the South. The United States Supreme
Court struck down school segregation.
Since that time blacks have churned up
“the Bible Belt.” Walls that enslaved
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black minds and spirits for a hundred
years are crumbling and a college-bred
generation of Negroes is emerging, speak-
ing out and demanding equality with
whites.

The old southern white-supremist reli-
gious arguments have lost their grip before
the onrush of Federal legislation and na-
tionally supported protest movements.

DeepSouth says: “Since Christianitlany people have forsaken the churches

that formerly held racist views. However,
in the radical changes of the past few
years, black churches in the South have
not been left unscathed.

Rather, black churches have become
meeting places to organize protests and
demonstrations. Black preachers, promi-
nent in the fight for social justice, even
seek political office all the way from city
councilman to the Senate.

Further, the average Negro has become
more materialistic as a result of the de-
mands for equality. U.S. News & World
Report says: “Black clergymen are sens-
ing a rise in religious indifference among
people for whom the black church was
once a mainstay of life.” (September 25,
1972) True, many blacks in the South
remain deeply religious and respect the
Bible. But the sudden changes in the social
and religious picture are causing a new
mood to develop. As one white observed,

the Negro in the South now *has
little feeling of guilt if he should
decide to abandon the church and
become an agnostic or an atheist.”

The appearance of integration
and the rise of black power
have been instrumental in fun-
damentalist religion, “white” and
“pblack,” losing ground in “the
Bible Belt.” But what other fac-
tors have also served to drive
wedges into the Southland’s here-
tofore solid religious front?
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BRINGS FURTHER LUSSES

URING the 1950’ American churches
Drapidly grew. Congregations swelled.
New sects branched off from the main
denominations. Nowhere was the rosy
dream of ‘converting the world to the

Kingdom of Christ’ rosier than in the
“Bible Belt” region. But, beginning with
the 1960’s, the heat went out of religion.
In the South, as we have seen, many
church members and ministers were side-
tracked with concern over social and politi-
cal issues.

But what about those who sincerely
sought spiritual food in the churches? Did
they find the Bible clearly taught as the
Word of God and were they shown how
it could be used as a guide for life? A
clear answer comes from church leaders.
For instance, former Southern Baptist
Convention president Carl Bates admits:
“We reared a generation of Baptists who
are almost totally ignorant of our doc-
trine.” And Baptist Dr. K. L. Chafin says:

“They don’t know how to articulate their
beliefs.”

Why Biblical Ignorance
Among Church Members?
But why are church members “almost
totally ignorant” and unable to “articulate
their beliefs,” which should be Bible-
based? Could it be that the clergy have
nothing substantial to offer their flocks
from the Bible? Do the southern clergy
really believe the Bible to be “inspired of
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God,” as did the apostle Paul?—2 Tim.
3:16.

For one church’s answer, consider the
twelve-volume Broadman Bible Commen-
tary prepared by Baptist scholars. It casts
such doubt on the authenticity of the Bible
that its appearance has created a furor
in Southern Baptist circles for several
years. But, now, fewer and fewer church-
men challenge the commentary. Says the
Christian Century regarding the 1972
Southern Baptist Convention business
sessions:

“The issue that had threatened to pro-
vide the most ear-shattering bang at SBC
deliberations— the perennial inquisition in-
volving the 12-volume ‘Broadman Bible Com-
mentary’ and its editors— went out with a
whimper . . . [conservatives] introduced a
resolution requesting the recall and rewrit-
ing of the work because of its inconsis-

tency with Baptist belief in the absolute
inerrancy of the Bible."

Did most of the delegates favor rejecting
a commentary that questions the Bible’s
“absolute inerrancy”? Did they want it
rewritten to show unguestionable support
for the Bible? The report continues:

“The [delegates] refused by an over-
whelming standing vote to endorse the
withdrawal of the commentary ... No head
count was taken, but the resolution ap-
peared to have been defeated by a 4 to 1
ratio."

How can ordinary church members be
expected to “know how to articulate their
beliefs” if even the church’s leading mem-
bers are divided on such fundamentals as
“the absolute inerrancy of the Bible”?
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There are sure to be wide variations in be-
lief as a result of doubt about the Scrip-
tures’ role. But the uncertainty will not
be limited to belief.

Christian conduct should be guided by
the Bible. So, would there not also be doubt
about what is proper as regards Christian
action, conduct?

Yes. And the confusion that has resulted
can be illustrated with a specific example.
Two Southern Baptist ministers were
asked by a Georgia public relations firm if
political voting, military service, saluting
national emblems, interfaith activities,
patriotic ceremonies and supporting the
UN made one a “part of the world.” One
minister said *“Yes” to every point in
question. The other said “No” to each
point. Yet one of the two pastors also
noted on the questionnaire sent him that
“God is not a god of confusion.”

True, God is not confused, nor is his
Word, the Bible. But is there not obvious
confusion among the clergy within the
same Baptist denomination? The ordinary
person will be no less confused. It is not
surprising that many *“almost totally igno-
rant” laymen are simply forsaking their
churches.

Failure to adhere to the Biblical stan-
dard of conduct is also creating a divisive
issue among “Bible Belt” Methodists. What
issue is that?

Methodists and Homosexuality

The issue is homosexuality. The Bible
clearly says: “Make no mistake . .. none
who are guilty either of adultery or of
homosexual perversion . . . will possess
the kingdom of God.” (1 Cor. 6:9, New
English Bible) Yet, when four Methodist
ministers in the Atlanta area were asked
if Bible principles are violated by homo-
sexuality, only one said Yes!

In 1971 a periodical, The Texas
ist, surveyed members of that church re-
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garding homosexuality. In response to the
question, “Do you believe a person can be
both a Christian and a homosexual?”
41 percent of the total 533 responding said
“Yes!” And 60 percent of the ministers
said “Yes!” Some even referred to homo-
sexuality as “natural.”

The divisive effect that the homosexu-
ality issue has had on Methodist churches
in the area is clearly observed in this
letter from one older church member to
The Texas Methodist: “I have been a
Methodist for over seventy years and have
never seen such filthy things as are going
on in the Methodist Church, and which
seem to be accepted by the leaders of our
church. No wonder that so many members
are leaving.”

Hypocrisy Turns Many
in Bible Belt”

There is another reason why many—
especially younger people—have turned
from fundamentalist “Bible Belt” religions.
What is that? An answer comes from
Paul H. Johnson of the Martin Street
Baptist Church in Raleigh, North Caroli-
na: “A lot of youngsters see Christians
preaching one thing and practicing an-
other.”

Strict requirements have long been
imposed on most “Bible Belt” church
members, forbidding them to smoke or
drink alcoholic beverages. But have church
people really believed these teachings?
Well, over 90 percent of the United States’
huge tobacco crop still comes from the
South. And Kentucky remains a leading
American whiskey-producing state. Should
today’s intelligent youngsters be expected
to ignore such obvious inconsistencies?
Hardly!

Nor can they overlook the hypocrisy
within many of the “Bible Belt” churches
themselves. A woman in Decatur, Georgia,
says: “l was raised the daughter of a Bap-
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tist minister, which meant no makeup, no
jewelry, no cards in the house, no dancing
of any kind, no short hair on girls, no
music on Sundays, and absolutely no to-
bacco or alcohol. Nearly everything was
‘no.” By the time | was twelve or so |
realized that everyone was saying one
thing and actually living another. Most
of all my father. He preached on Sunday
against everything that he did all week.”
Such hypocrisy is just one more cause for

E one sign of spiritual health in “the
Bible Belt” (and elsewhere in the
world) was recently pointed to by Baptist
Church historian Dr. H. L. McManus of
Mercer University in Macon, Georgia. He
singled out Jehovah’s witnesses as due to
become a ig denomination’ and called
attention to their ‘phenomenal growth.’
Figures shown here, based on the work
of Jehovah’s witnesses in fifteen states in
the traditional “Bible Belt” region, reveal
that, indeed, they have had, as Dr. Mc-
Manus notes, a phenomenal growth.’

1961 1971 1972
70,926 101,032 120,425

Year:
No. of JW's:
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many to turn aside from the South’
churches.

Certainly, failing to believe the Bible
by steadfastly adhering to its teachings
has resulted in division, uncertainty and
hypocrisy within the “Bible Belt” religious
organizations. It has contributed to their
loss in membership. Yet, many sincere
people honestly ask if there is any sound
spot at all in the religious picture in
America’s “Bible Belt.”

Notice that the increase in one year,
from 1971 to 1972, was almost two thirds
what it had been in the ten-year period
between 1961 and 1971. But why have they
grown so vigorously? Consider the expla-
nation offered in a sermon by another
Baptist clergyman, C. Earl Cooper of the
Riverside Baptist Church in Jacksonville,
Florida:

“Witnesses believe the Bible . . . from be-
ginning to the end, ‘not a part of it, but
all of it." If you [Baptists] believed in your
religion as much as they believe in theirs,
if you persisted in the intelligent realism of
your religion as much as they do in theirs,
if the ten million Southern Baptists across
this country believed in their religion the
way Jehovah’s Witnesses believe in their
religion, these Southern Baptists would turn
North America upside down or upside up,
right side up, but we don’t.”

Thousands of people have found that
“Witnesses believe the Bible” and so have
turned from fundamentalist churches
where God’s Word is often given little
more than lip service. Though many per-
sons earnestly desired to understand the
Bible and use it as a guide for their lives,
it remained like a closed book to them
until they contacted Jehovah’s witnesses.

For instance, a man in Columbia, South
Carolina, contrasts fifty years in “Bible
Belt” churches with what he learned by
studying with the Witnesses: “As | studied
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with Jehovah’s witnesses | began to realize
that in Sunday School [of my former
church] we had the roll call, two collection
plates were passed, the Bible was never
opened or used. | just sat and listened and
never learned anything from the Bible.
When | attended the Kingdom Hall of
Jehovah’s witnesses | heard a fine Bible
talk, looking up many scriptures and real-
ly getting accurate knowledge and under-
standing.”

Of course, this man found that Jeho-
vah’s witnesses not only learn about the
Bible, but really believe it and live it. For
instance, they do not pass “collection
plates” or financially assess members of
the congregation. Rather, they follow the
Scriptural principle of voluntary giving as
found at 2 Corinthians 9:7: “Let each one
do just as he has resolved in his heart,
not grudgingly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.”

Truth About the Dead Attracts Many
Hundreds of persons who have been in
the churches in the South and want to be-
lieve the Bible have been perplexed by
the teaching of “hellfire.” For instance,
a woman in Houma, Louisiana, reveals
the frustration she once felt about the
“hellfire” doctrine: “l had been taught
that God was a God of love as stated at
John 3:16, yet the church taught a burn-
ing hell. This just did not seem logical for
a God of love. | had recently experienced
the loss of a loved one in my family and
was concerned about the condition of this
person. | was thrilled to learn from the
Bible the condition of the dead as well
as the wonderful hope of a resurrection.”
Yes, the simple Bible truth stated at
Ecclesiastes 9:5, that ‘the dead are con-
scious of nothing at all,” and are asleep in
death awaiting a resurrection or return
to life, appeals to honest-hearted persons,
as it did to this woman. She knows now
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that a loving God does not torment persons
eternally in a “hellfire.”

Another woman, in Daraville, Georgia,
had lost her mother in death. She asked
her Baptist minister if her mother (not a
member of the minister’s church) was in
“hellfire.” This woman, in recalling his
attempts to answer, concluded: “Well,
when | heard the ‘maybes’ and ‘1 dont
knows,” that was it. | finally realized that
the man didnt know anything about God’s
Word the Bible. So | decided to forget the
whole thing, the preacher, the church,
everything.”

Sometime later Jehovah’s witnesses
called on her. Now, not only her questions
about the condition of the dead were
answered, but she learned how the Bible
assists the living. She says: “Now I'm
learning the Christian way of life. Jeho-
vah’s witnesses really have God as the
Supreme Authority on all matters no
matter how big or how small the problem.
All the answers are in the Bible and now
I'm finding them, with the hope of helping
others like myself that havent been get-
ting their questions answered from God’
Word.”

Biblical Morality Appeals

The genuine, unhypocritical standard
of Biblical morality upheld by the orga-
nization of Jehovah’s witnesses has ap-
pealed to hundreds of persons.

Thus a man who had been a member
of the board of trustees of a Baptist
church in Louisiana recalls: “At a meeting
of the trustees we were instructed by the
assistant pastor to teach the teen-age boys
how to commit fornication with the girls
without getting them pregnant.” He quit
the church.

Then what happened? He states: “My
wife began studying with the Witnesses.
She was impressed with their moral
cleanness. | was invited to the meetings.
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| noticed right away the friendliness of
the congregation. Then too | learned that
the congregation disfellowships wrong-
doers. | knew that here was the organi-
zation with very high moral standards.”
This man has accepted the Bible’s stan-
dards of morality and is now one of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses.

Bible Prophecy Interests Many

Other persons have thrilled to learn of
the Bible’s prophecies. The Christian apos-
tle Peter shows that Christians do well to
‘pay attention to the prophetic word.’
—2 Pet. 1:19.

But in most “Bible Belt” churches,
prophecy is largely ignored. One “Church
of Christ” minister in Georgia even refers
to prophecy as ‘open to all sorts of sub-
jective speculation.’

However, the current unparalleled con-
ditions in the world are clearly understood
only in the light of Bible prophecy. (See
Matthew chapter 24; Mark chapter 13 and

Luke chapter 21.) Additionally, it is
prophecy that reveals to the Christian the
marvelous New Order of righteousness
where God’s will shall be done on earth
as in heaven. (Matt. 6:9; Rev. 21:1-4)
Many persons are seeing that this hope
is firmly held by the Christian witnesses
of Jehovah because they believe the entire
Word of God. Learning of that same hope,
they, too, have become Witnesses.

As these few examples reveal, the Truth
of God’s Word, taught by Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, is spreading rapidly in “the Bible
Belt,” as it is throughout the rest of the
world. While other churches are watching
their membership rolls sag, the Witnesses
are growing numerically and, most impor-
tantly, spiritually, in an understanding of
God’s Holy Word. Why not personally
find out the reasons for this growth?
Wherever you live, contact Jehovah’s
witnesses, learn the Truth from the people
who really pattern their beliefs and their
lives after the Bible.

USE CF PI- KILLING DRUGS

RUGS to relieve pain are readily obtain-

able in most countries and are used on

a regular basis by many persons. Is
it wise? Medical reports show that phenace-
tin, an effective remedy for fever and pain,
can, if used for years, gradually damage the
kidneys. Dimethylaminophenazon, also used
in some countries for pains of all types, can
eventually put a stop to the production of
certain white blood corpuscles, with possible
fatal effects. Salicylic acid in combination
with acetic acid (that is, aspirin), taken to re-
lieve headaches, causes loss of small amounts
of blood and, if taken constantly, actually
results in frequent headaches.

Commenting on the continual use of such
pain-killing drugs, Dr. Heinz Fidelsberger, in
Der Einkauf, published in Vienna, Austria,
said: “Because one suffers pain on a certain
occasion and perhaps feels somewhat ill, one
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takes a remedy of this sort. Later, it is taken
more and more frequently, and then pains set
in that are the result of the continual pill-
swallowing. Now several tablets are consumed
daily to combat these pains, thus increasing
the damage to the body.” Does it sound fa-
miliar?

In further describing these chronic pill
swallowers, the doctor's report said: “They
complain constantly about innumerable afflic-
tions, feeling miserable day and night, and
nothing can help them. They have been
poisoned, are the victims of preparations
which were surely at one time very valuable
but are now being swallowed by the millions
daily like addictive drugs.”

Would it not be better to identify the ail-
ment and to treat it, rather than always
simply to Kill the pain, and perhaps yourself?
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r\ 4 OU are invited to a “sugaring-off”
IA Party- s winter snows give way to
_ | the spring thaws, shining tin buckets
are seen dangling from the maple
trees. In ramshackle sugar huts the vats
are set and the fires are stoked, ready for
the sap to be boiled into a favorite pancake
topping, maple syrup. From Quebec’s cities
and farms, crowds flock to the sugar
camps. Want to come along?

At many farms in Quebec *“sugaring-
off” parties are an organized affair, with
groups from the neighborhood or the cities
going along for a day. The first delight is
to your sense of smell. The sweet scent of
boiling sap combines with the tangy aroma
of burning wood to produce a never-to-be-
forgotten fragrance that permeates the
atmosphere.

The early European settlers learned
from the Indians how to make maple sug-
ar from tree sap. In 1851, the first year
for which statistics are available, 13,500,-
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000 pounds of maple sugar and syrup were
produced in North America. Today pro-
duction is about double that. The United
States and Canada are the only maple-
sugar-producing countries in the world.

Tapping and Gathering

The maple trees themselves catch your
eye—straight trunks, free of branches for
two thirds or more of their height. One
of the largest Canadian maples commonly
reaches eighty to ninety feet and a diam-
eter of two to three feet.

As you look through the stand of trees,
you notice sap buckets hanging on them.
At the start of the season the sugar maker
selected a place on the tree’s trunk and
bored a hole one to two inches deep in the
trunk, sloping it slightly upward so that
the sap could drip easily. Next he inserted
a metal spout into the bored hole, provid-
ing a channel through which the sap could
run from the tap hole to the bucket. He
also placed a hutlike cover over the bucket.

You will notice that trees with a diam-
eter of less than twelve inches are not
tapped. A twelve-inch tree will usually
have one bucket, an eighteen-inch tree two
buckets, a twenty-four-inch tree three
buckets, and a thirty-inch tree four buck-
ets. A tree may give up to forty gallons
of sap in one season. The sap runs best
on bright sunny days with warm tempera-
tures (about 40 to 45° F.) and frosty
nights.

Persons often ask whether the drilling
and tapping of the trees harm them in any
way. They are deprived of nourishment,
but they work harder to make up for the
loss. Also, the farmer usually clears the
ground beneath them, providing more
moisture and nourishment for the trees to
draw on. Thus each season trees are drilled
and tapped again and again, sometimes
for over a century, without apparent harm.
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As you wander farther among the maple
trees, the ground still covered with snhow,
you can see the sap being gathered from
the buckets. The sap is transported to the
sugarhouse on a horse-pulled low-slung
sled fitted with a metal gathering tank.
The horses seem to have no difficulty wind-
ing their way through the snowbanks and
trees. The modern metal tank is equipped
with a strainer on top and a pipe connec-
tion on the bottom, through which the sap
can be run into the storage tank at the
sugarhouse.

At the Sugarhouse

Here occurs the most crucial and im-
portant part of the whole sugaring pro-
cess, the boiling of the sap into syrup. As
it is required, the sap is piped from the
storage tanks into the evaporator inside
the sugarhouse. This is a giant elongated
steel pan. Under the evaporator the wood-
fired furnace is in action. The sap flows
continuously from the storage tanks into
one end of the evaporator, and as it works
its way through a long maze of compart-
ments, the heat from beneath drives off
the excessive moisture until finally at the
draw-off end the concentrated maple syrup
emerges. The syrup is filtered and then
bottled or canned while hot (180° F.) to
prevent mold and loss of color or flavor.

It takes thirty to forty gallons of sap
to make just one gallon of maple syrup!

In this whole operation speed and clean-
liness are important to the sugar farmer.
The entire syrup-making process for one
lot of sap is completed in one day.

A Treat for the Visitors

After touring the maple groves and the
sugarhouse, the visitors gather around
wooden troughs filled with clean, hard-
packed snow. Our sugar maker emerges
from the house with a bucket of boiling-
hot syrup and ladles it onto the snow.
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It hardens immediately, and the visitors
are able to pick it up with wooden sticks
and enjoy the delightful “syrup on snow”
of sugartime.

Next to be enjoyed by the group is the
“sugaring-off” meal, traditionally includ-
ing baked beans, ham and small pieces of
deep-fried salt pork with hot bread; and,
for dessert, scrambled eggs cooked in
maple syrup. After dinner there are music
and dancing.

Use of Maple Products

While maple syrup is the most popular
of the maple products, we should not for-
get maple sugar, maple butter and maple
taffy. Maple sugar is obtained by boiling
the sap at a higher temperature than for
making the syrup. Afterward it is poured
into molds. Maple butter is produced by
boiling the sap at a slightly lower tem-
perature than for the making of sugar and
stirring until fairly thick, and then it is
poured into containers. Maple taffy, usu-
ally available only during sugartime, is
boiled until it becomes of thick syruplike
consistency, then it is poured into con-
tainers.

You may want to try some Maple Rice
Pudding. Ingredients include: § cup un-
cooked rice, 2 eggs, slightly beaten, § cup
maple syrup, li cups milk, few grains
nutmeg, i teaspoon salt, \ cup seedless
raisins. Procedure: cook rice in boiling
salted water until tender. Drain thor-
oughly. Combine eggs and maple syrup
and blend well. Stir in milk, nutmeg and
the i teaspoon salt, then the rice and rai-
sins. Turn into a buttered casserole and
cook in a moderate oven (350° F.) until
set, 60 to 70 minutes. (Serving for 6 to 8
persons.)

Or perhaps your delight would be in
Maple Apple Sauce. One cup of maple
syrup and a half cup of water should be
brought to a rolling boil in a deep pan.
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Then fill the pan with unpeeled sections of
apples. Stir until all pieces are coated with
syrup. Cook only long enough to tenderize
apples. The slices remain unbroken and
are glazed with maple syrup sweetness.

The short period of the sugar harvest is
over in only four to six weeks, but it is a
grand experience each year. We have been
glad to have had you as a visitor during
sugartime in Quebec.

-IN IDEAL AND REALITY

AST fall about one billion persons ob-

served, either firsthand or on televi-
sion, the Olympic Games in Munich, Ger-
many. Were you among those spectators?
Looking back, what do you remember
most about the Games?

For many people, the murder of eleven
athletes and coaches is most outstanding.
This brutal event all but caused the real
Olympic spectacle to fade from view. Mu-
nich’s $750-million investment was threat-
ened with ruin. But, as events worked out,
the Games were only briefly delayed.

Nevertheless, suppose those killings had
not taken place? Do the Olympic Games
really live up to their own ideals? Let us
examine those ideals in the light of what
happened in Munich.

Free from Nationalism?

Theoretically, the Olympic Games
should reflect “international cooperation
and good will,” as stated by Avery Brun-
dage, president of the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC). National prestige
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and rivalry should be set aside. But were
the Munich Games free from nationalism?

No. Political influence almost torpedoed
the Games before they started. Some forty-
five nations threatened to quit if Rhodesia
competed. The Rhodesians, as a conse-
guence, were ousted from the Games in
a move Brundage termed “naked political
blackmail.” Politics thereafter saturated
the Olympics.

For example, charges of biased nation-
alistic judging were heard. This was par-
ticularly true in events where judges had
to analyze a performer’s style. Almost a
dozen judges were dismissed from boxing
alone, and others were warned for their
prejudicial rulings. Time magazine lament-
ed: “Millions [of dollars] are spent on
circus-tent publicity, but there is not mon-
ey to pay for impartial and knowledgeable
officials.”

Strong feelings were also evident in na-
tional ‘medal counting.” Individuals win
medals for victories in Olympic events.
But during the Games observers were
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reminded of how many medals nations
were winning. How well the United States
was faring against Russia, or the non-
Communist world against the Communist
one, was highlighted.

So, regardless of the ideal of “interna-
tional cooperation and good will,” political
differences are really deepened, not re-
solved, by the Olympics. “No one can
doubt now,” the New York Times said,
“that the idea of an ‘Olympic peace’ is a
mockery.”

But does not competition at the Games
make for peace and friendship among
athletes? Do they not accept the creed:
“the most important thing in the Olympic
Games is not to win but to take part”?

Winning Not Important?

In reality, winning is most important,
as made clear when one considers the par-
ticipants’ views.

One American jumper confessed: “What
really bothers me, though, is the thought
of going back home and, say | don’t win.
Someone comes up and says, ‘Hey, how’d
you do?’ and I tell them I finished second,
and they consider me a failure. The first
thing people always ask is, ‘Did you win?’
and if you say no, that’s the end of the
conversation.”

Nor does strong competition build
friendship among competitors. The oppo-
site is achieved, as admitted by a United
States runner: “The spirit of the Olympic
Games is gone. . . . Track and field is fun,
but here people keep making you want to
hate your competitor. Why? It’s just a
race.”

Hate, not friendship, leads to such vio-
lence as that shown in the water polo
competition between Yugoslavia and Cuba.
A United Press International report said:
“The water in the pool was tinted with
blood. Elbows were thrown, players were
held under water and there were other
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forms of minor violence.” But intense
Olympic competition has other bad effects.

Some athletes stimulated their bodies
with drugs like ephedrine, only to be
barred from competition. Others, whose
particular sport demanded steady nerves,
used tranquilizers. Did athletes drug them-
selves because they believed “taking part”
was all-important? No! In reality, they
were determined to win!

Only == Amateursih the Olympics?

Ideally, also, all Olympic participants
should be “amateurs.” They should par-
ticipate for love of sport and not for mon-
ey. But the hypocrisy behind the ‘amateur
status’ was pointed up in Esquire maga-
zine:

“Often, amateurism is merely a matter of
whether one gets paid openly or secretly.
One ‘amateur’ runner recently received a
reported $4,000 for a single race. A jump-
er admits to getting a $6,000 sports car
for changing his brand of track shoes just
before the Olympic final. In Europe, the
payments are also made under the table,
but the table is often out in plain sight.
One American tells of being handed an en-
velope on the victory stand in full view of
20,000 Europeans. ‘Everyone knew what was
in the envelope,' he says with a laugh, ‘and
most of them knew how much was in it
The guy who gave if to me was a member
of the country’s Olympic committee.” ”

So financial gain does motivate many
“amateur” competitors. Not surprisingly,
correspondent Eric Segal referred to the
Games as “sick with commercial elephan-
tiasis.”

Nevertheless, today, a clear distinction
between “amateur” and *professional” is
difficult. For instance, under the Commu-
nist systems all Olympic athletes receive
food, housing and wages from the govern-
ment. Yet they are not “professionals,” as
there are no ‘professional sports’ in the
Communist world. But Communists com-
pete in the Olympics against athletes from
nations who struggled to ‘pay their own
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way’ to the Games. Western nations say
this is grossly unfair.

However, are Western teams entirely
free from the same charges? Do not Amer-
ican universities grant scholarships worth
thousands of dollars to “amateur” student
athletes? Do not some American military
men spend much of
their entire service
career, while being
housed and fed by
the government, .
competing as “ama-
teurs”? Such prac-
tices are equally
unfair to poorer
athletes.

Because of the
friction revolving around the ‘amateur
status’ ideal, many Olympic backers pre-
fer to permit
fessionals,” to participate. Already, drop-
ping “amateur” and “professional” labels
has worked out favorably in golf and
tennis tournaments.

Religion’s Role at the Olympics

The Olympics are spoken of as the
world’s outstanding sporting event. But, in
reality, many religious customs have been
preserved in connection with the Games.
Does that surprise you?

Well, the ancient Greek games, which
started in 776 B.C.E. and continued into
the Common Era, were essentially reli-
gious in nature. Today the religious tra-
dition has been maintained. How? Con-

e Carnival and Its Origins.

Bacteria— Some Harmful,
Many Helpful.

e A Voice from the Wild.

— In the next issue.

sider what happened before the 1972
Olympics.

A woman, dressed as a high priestess,
requested Zeus for his grace. She ignited
a torch from a fire lit by the sun at the
ruins of the Hera temple in Olympia,
Greece. For four weeks this “sacred”
Olympic flame was
carried about 3,500
miles by relay run-
ners to Munich.
When it was used
to light the Games’
“sacred fire,” there
was a fanfare of
trumpets, the releas-
ing of thousands of
doves and an artillery
salute. Then followed a benediction
and the Olympic hymn. Really, ancient

allathletes, incll@ﬁe@(‘wmious rites, though modernized,

live on in the Olympics!

The Future of the Olympics

Olympic ideals seem noble to some.
However, the 1972 Games again clearly
demonstrated that these ideals are not
attained. Some suggest making the Games
smaller in the future, holding the swim-
ming championship in one place, track in
another, and so forth.

But, in reality, the Olympic Games sim-
ply reflect the problem-wrecked world they
represent, filled with nationalism, compe-
tition and commercialism. The problems
before the Olympics, like those facing the
world, make some doubt that the 1976
Games will even take place.

Even Enemies

e The saying, Those who seem to deserve love least, need it most/
is not unlike Jesus' admonition to Christians: “Continue to love your
enemies and to pray for those persecuting you; that you may prove
yourselves sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he makes
his sun rise upon wicked people and good and makes it rain upon
righteous people and unrighteous.”—Matt. 5:44, 45.

AWAKE! —FEBRUARY 22, 1978
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T HAD been a rough day. Nothing
I seemed to have gone well. The directors
were not pleased with the sales figures.
Customers were complaining because of
not receiving on time the goods they or-
dered. An atmosphere of gloom prevailed
in the office the whole day. | was depressed
as | drove home that evening.

Opening the gate that led to our front
door, | was suddenly brought to my senses
by the excited chatter of our two-year-old
daughter as she ran down the pathway
to meet me. What she was saying | do not
know. It was not important. But | was im-
mediately transported from the realms of
the office gloom to the world of our little
girl. What a relief to be home! Yes, chil-
dren somehow have a way of making one
forget one’s problems.

My wife and | are in our mid-thirties,
but we both agree that the last two years
with our little daughter have been a real
education. True, we have had our tiring,
and even frustrating, moments. At times
we could “eat her up” with affection, and
at other times we almost wish we had!
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But, considering all, we have found it a
joy to have her around.

Are you expecting a new addition to
the family? Are you ready for the new-
comer? You say you already have six of
them? Fine! With your experience no
doubt you could add much to the following.

Nine Months of Preparation

Conception, gestation and birth are tru-
ly a marvel. Men will probably never be
able to explain fully just what takes place
during these nine months in mother’s
womb. Think of it! At conception this
creature that is due to affect your lives
so much is smaller than the dot on the
letter “i.” Three weeks later it has grown
to about the size of the letter “t.”

At five months the unborn baby may
stretch, head to foot, the width of the page
of this journal. Another four months, and
all six to ten pounds of him will let out
a cry that will thrill you and which vir-
tually says: “Here | am. Are you ready
for me?” Actually, these nine months have
provided just enough time for the prepara-
tion of your mind, emotions and body for
the welcoming of your new friend.

Remember, mother, what is taking place
within you is a very marvelous and nat-
ural process. Do not be overanxious about
the changes in your body. But it will be
worth while to learn something of the mar-

AWAKE! —FEBRUARY 22, 1913



velous development from fertilization of a
single ovum to the final delivery of the
newborn baby. A visit to the library or
local bookshop will help you to locate this
information. It will give you insight, and
enable you to get ready for the newcomer.

What name will you choose? Your child
will be known by it for a long time, so
it should be given serious thought. Some
parents choose names from the Bible. Oth-
ers select a name having more of a family
connection. You may think of a name that
has some personal meaning to yourselves.
Some parents have even made up an origi-
nal name. But do not give a name that
will result in awkwardness or embarrass-
ment to the young one as he grows older.
Maher-shalal-hash-baz may have been all
right for the Israelites of Bible times, but
it would have its difficulties in most places
today!—Isa. 8:1.

You may also want to select a doctor,
one in whom you can feel confidence. As
a Christian, you will want one who re-
spects your Bible-trained conscience, which
may object to certain medical practices.
The Rh factor can sometimes cause anx-
iety and so it is wise early in your preg-
nancy to find out if this could be a prob-
lem in your case. However, rarely does the
first child develop this Rh complication.

Then there is the matter of clothes to
buy and napkins (diapers), of which you
will need plenty. Also, will you have the
baby delivered at home or in the hospital?
Are you, as father, going to be present
with your wife at the time of delivery?
These are just a few of the many things
you will wish to ask yourselves and ponder
over during these nine months. But there
are other decisions to be made.

Breast-feeding? Vaccinations?

One early decision is whether the baby
will be breast- or bottle-fed. It is true that
bottle-feeding is less bothersome. But even
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though cow’s milk may be adapted to meet
adequately the physical needs of the young
one, there is a vital emotional need that
mother fulfills when she nurses her child.

Also, no substitution can match per-
fectly the nourishment and protection that
mother’s milk was designed to give a baby.
It progresses from colostrum in the first
two or three days, which is an important
food for the little one, to a milk that be-
comes stronger according to the baby’s
needs. Breast milk has a constant tempera-
ture; it is germ free; it is easily digested;
it contains all the vitamins, and there is
evidence that it provides protection from
infections.

If you decide to breast-feed your baby,
you may find some difficulty at the start,
perhaps because of tension or anxiety. Do
not worry. Perseverance usually brings
satisfying results. You may find that it is
several weeks before you feel that the se-
cretion of milk has fully set in.

Then there is the matter of inoculation.
It seems that medical science is continually
adding to the number of vaccinations and
inoculations that it recommends for the
protection of the young. It is your deci-
sion to make as to which vaccinations your
baby will have, if any at all. The pages
of this and other journals have contained
fine information on this subject, and some
research will put you in a better position
to decide what you believe to be best.

Early Training

Do not be surprised if you find that your
life is not your own when the newcomer
first arrives at home. Due to his special
needs, you may find that your homelife
is governed to a large extent by the de-
sires and dictates of the baby. However,
gradually the little one can be trained by
firmness and kindness to realize that he
has become a member of an already es-
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tablished household, and equilibrium can
be restored.

Right from the start help your child to
understand the need to obey, even if it
means at times using an open hand ap-
plied to a sensitive part of his little anat-
omy. Obedience can be a real protection
from all sorts of dangers. To children the
whole world is something new and won-
derful to explore, but such explorations
can be fraught with danger. Obedience
will be your newcomer’s protection.

At a very early age, between one and
two years, children can be taught to sit
quietly for periods of time. If yours is a
family that enjoys studying the Bible with
others in a group, this will be very im-
portant to you. Children like to have books
the same as Mom and Dad, and a little
cardboard book with appropriate pictures
pasted inside will often suffice at the start
when pages easily get tom.

If your child becomes restless, it may
be helpful to take a brief walk outside for
some fresh air. Should he continue to mis-
behave, the next “walk” would not be
so refreshing. The time will soon come
when just to mention the idea of going
outside will recall the unpleasant experi-
ence there, and will get a quick response.
Remember also that commendation is very
important in all fields of training. When
your child does sit well, commend him, and
he will glow inside.

Teaching your child to count, learn
rhymes, or to read is all part of his train-
ing. The mind is a marvelous gift from
Jehovah God, and the extent to which it
is developed at this early age will often
determine the extent of its use later on.

There is also much training to be done
in the home. Teaching the child to put
away his toys, to put his dirty clothes in
the right place, to dress and undress him-
self can all be done before a child is three.
It may take longer to have him do these
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things himself, but the time you spend
teaching him is an investment. You will
realize the benefit later.

It is indeed a pleasure to see little ones,
without being told, putting away their
toys, straightening up their room or doing
other chores they have been taught. It is
a pleasure, too, to hear them preface their
requests with “Please, Daddy,” or to say,
“Thank you, Mommy.” But best of all to
see is their growth in appreciation for God.
You may sit down to a meal one day and
before expressing thanks in prayer your
little one may remind you, “Close eyes,
Daddy.” How happy you will be that he is
learning to copy your example of thanking
God! It is never too early in life to begin
building in his mind and heart a right re-
lationship with his Creator.

Of course, it is always good to remember
that there are no ‘little angels’ in the form
of children, so be prepared for disappoint-
ments. At times there may seem to be no
response to your training and you may
feel completely frustrated and depressed.
You may often find yourself thinking, “Am
| training him in the right way?” But
never give up.

Children go through all kinds of moods
and stages. There are no fixed rules for
handling their varying temperaments.
What can be said is that they thrive on
love, are tamed under discipline, thrill at
kindness and appreciate patience. When
they are as old as you are, they will thank
you for the training you gave them.

Joys andSatisfaction

The first cry of the newcomer will bring
you, its mother, am indescribable surge of
joy. The baby’s first smile, lifting its head
to see what is going on, its gurgling noises,
trying to chew on its own feet, following
you around the room with jerky head
movements are all occasions that will also
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bring you joy. In fact, you will find that
not a day goes by without some surprise
and discussion of the little one’s develop-
ment. One day you will peep into its little
crib and get the biggest and brightest
smile, and you may feel sure it is a smile
of recognition of you, its father.

It brings much satisfaction to parents to
see the child developing mentally and phys-
ically. You may be eating one day, and per-
haps reading a book at your side, when
suddenly you become aware that as you
raise your fork so does this little mimic
sitting at your side. Then you notice that
he is also pretending to read, carefully
studying your exact hand and arm posi-
tions so as to copy them. You will often
see yourself in your little one.

When was the last time you jumped
around like a frog, or pretended to be a
pussycat, or squeezed under a bed to hide?
You may find yourself doing all kinds of
strange things. Gamboling or standing on
your head will be fun. Cows, horses and
even the local dog will take on added at-
traction. You may be anxious to return
home at night.

On the other hand, as mother, you may
at times find being with the baby all day
quite trialsome. But then he will do some-
thing that makes you just want to hug
him. Perhaps you are brushing his hair
and you tell him to hold his head still.
Then you notice: There he is, hands

pressed tightly against his face, mouth
open and cheeks pushed in as he ‘holds his
head still.”

Yes, you have a lot to which to look
forward. But it is good to realize that rear-
ing children in this modern, crime-ridden
world is not easy. We are living in “the
last days” foretold in the Bible; these are
“critical times hard to deal with.” There
is an evil influence all around—in neigh-
borhoods, in schools, on playgrounds—and
you will have your hands full to keep your
child from becoming as so many other
children are, “disobedient to parents.”
—2 Tim. 3:1, 2.

It is a sad truth—many young ones to-
day are rebellious and turn to delinquency,
and so, instead of bringing joy and satis-
faction to their parents, they are a source
of great pain and heartache to them. It
is vital, therefore, that young ones be
taught
ciples contained in God’s Word the Bible.
Only in this way can you hope to prevent
calamity from befalling your child, and
heartache for yourself.—2 Tim. 3:15.

Long ago a Bible writer said: “Sons
[and we should also include daughters]
are an inheritance from Jehovah; the fruit-
age of the belly is a reward.”—Ps. 127:3.

My wife and | experience that reward.
Our second child is already here, and we
do hope that we are better prepared for
this one.—Contributed.

“Be Fruitful and Become Many”—At What Rate?

# The expression “be fruitful and become many” was directed by the Creator to
both animals and man. (Gen. 1:22, 28) It is common knowledge that as a rule
nine months elapse between the conception and birth of a human. But how about
others of earth's creatures? Various authorities give the following time periods for
the following kinds: bacteria, 20 minutes to several days; chickens, 21 days; mice,
20 to 21 days; ducks, 23 to 30 days; rabbits, 30 to 34 days; guinea pigs, 68 to 71
days; hogs, 114 days; sheep, 146 days; cows, 270 days; horses, 330 to 380 days;
elephants, 607 to 641 days; whales, 330 to 550 days (depending upon the species).
Generally speaking the larger the kind, the longer its period of gestation.
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The Future

OT long ago there was glowing, almost
N unrestrained optimism for nuclear
power. The atom was viewed as a source
of limitless, inexpensive energy. But the
optimism has cooled somewhat. As noted
by a speaker at the fourth international
atoms-for-peace conference in September
1971, there are “unforeseen and unpleas-
ant side effects.”

To help protect the American public
from adverse “side effects,” the National
Environmental Policy Act was signed into
law January 1, 1970. It requires that a
government agency prepare and distribute
“an environmental impact statement” that
gives the probable detrimental effects a
proposed new project may have. It was
charged, however, that the Atomic Energy
Commission (A.E.C.) failed to implement
environmental safeguards in projects it
oversees, thus making a “mockery” of the
Environmental Policy Act.

In a milestone decision, a United States
federal court on July 23, 1971, upheld the
charge. Therefore the A.E.C. was required
to review permits and licenses already
granted to dozens of nuclear power plants
under construction, including some that
had recently begun operating. In December
1971, Atomic Energy Commissioner Wil-
fred E. Johnson noted that it might take
up to a year to review pending permits.
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NUCLEAR

POWER

Delays and Their Effects

This has resulted in considerable delays
in providing electricity from nuclear fa-
cilities. As of April 1971, it had been a
full year since the A.E.C. had issued a full
operating permit to any nuclear power
plant in the United States! Some utilities
were even notified to cease construction
on portions of their nuclear plants until
a complete investigation could be made.
These delays have served to increase the
power crisis, for new generating plants
are badly needed.

On March 16,1972, the chairman of the
A.E.C. urged Congress to modify the laws
temporarily to permit idle nuclear plants to
go into operation. Does this mean that
public health and safety could be sacrificed
in the haste to keep up with demands for
electricity? Can citizens be assured that
unsafe nuclear reactors will not be pressed
into service? Some persons are apprehen-
sive about the matter. Yet there is some-
thing else that is of even greater concern.

Some persons ask: What if a few years
from now the radiation emitted from nu-
clear reactors is indeed found to be
damaging to humans, even as some prom-
inent scientists have been saying that
it is? By then a large portion of electrical
power may be generated by nuclear fission.
What would mankind do? Shut down
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nuclear facilities and bring to a halt the
modem way of life based on electrical
power? Or would humans accept the re-
sulting radiation-induced cancer plague as
a price to pay for electricity? It is indeed
an unpleasant prospect to consider, as a
writer in the New York Times commented
in January 1972:

“The United States, Europe, the Soviet
Union and Japan have a habit. They are
addicted to heavy energy use, great gulps
and injections of fossil fuel. As fossil-fuel
reserves go down, they will take danger-
ous gambles with the future health of the
biosphere (through nuclear power) to keep
up their habit."

There is, however, quite a different
kind of cloud that hangs over the future
of nuclear power.

Fuel Running Out

The present-day nuclear reactor is very
inefficient in the use of uranium. It utilizes
only about 1 percent of its energy content
in producing power. As a result, U-235,
the uranium isotope used in nuclear fuel,
is rapidly being depleted. Science Digest
of last February observed: “Ordinary
nuclear plants are consuming available
uranium so quickly that by 1980 we’ll
probably be scraping bottom.”

The Atomic Energy Commission’s
Robert Nininger recently expressed this
ominous outlook: “Things could come to
a slow grinding halt unless we could get
uranium overseas. Mathematically, we
could be taken out to about 1982.” Other
estimates indicate the supply could last a
little longer.

What does this mean? Surely all these
nuclear plants are not being planned and
built knowing that the whole nuclear
fission system of power generation could
soon grind to a halt. How is this problem
supposed to be solved? Will it result in
lessening or increasing possible hazards
to man?
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A Different Kind of Reactor

The fast-breeder reactor is being looked
to as the solution of the uranium shortage.
Peter Mummery, head of a reactor devel-
opment center in northern Scotland, said
of breeder reactors: “We are putting all
our money on them.” The United States
has taken a similar position.

In his June 4,1971, message to Congress
on the energy crisis President Nixon
asserted: “Our best hope today for meet-
ing the Nation’s growing demand for
economical, clean energy lies with the
fast-breeder reactor.” The president asked
Congress to pledge $2,000,000,000 in fed-
eral funds over the next ten years to
develop a commercial model. But how is
the breeder reactor intended to solve the
fuel problem?

It is by producing more fuel than it uses.
The breeder reactor can actually do this,
thus the name breeder. This may at first
sound impossible, but how it can be ac-
complished is appreciated when one real-
izes that new elements are formed during
the fissioning process.

In the conventional reactor’s operation,
U-235 atoms split and form smaller radio-
active elements, as well as releasing
neutrons. But U-238 atoms, instead of
splitting, capture a neutron and are trans-
formed into fissionable plutonium, an ele-
ment not ordinarily found on earth. In a
conventional reactor a relatively small
number of U-238 atoms capture neutrons,
thus producing only a little plutonium.
But in the breeder reactor more U-238 is
transformed into plutonium than the
amount of fissionable fuel consumed! How
is this made possible?

It is due to the speed with which the
neutrons travel. In the breeder reactor,
rather than having a material of some sort
to slow down the neutrons, they are left
to travel rapidly. (That is why it is called

21



a fast-breeder.) Thus when the neutrons
hit and split either U-235 or plutonium,
they dislodge from the fissioning atoms
more neutrons than occurs in a conven-
tional reactor. This makes more neutrons
available to be captured by the plentiful
U-238, and hence there is a net increase in
the production of plutonium, which is the
fuel used in breeder reactors.

Because of thus breeding fuel, the chair-
man of the A.E.C., James R. Schlesinger,
said: “The breeder will be able to provide
electrical energy for tens of thousands of
years.” But the question has been raised:
Can commercial breeder reactors be devel-
oped before uranium supplies run out?

Possible Production Time Schedule

A number of test versions have already
been built. Also, the Soviets and British
have made significant progress in building
commercial-size breeder reactors. But it
was not until January 1972 that the United
States announced plans to build their first
large fast-breeder reactor. Construction
may begin sometime in 1973, and comple-
tion can be expected, observed A. Eugene
Schubert, vice-president of the General
Electric Company, “about 1980.” There-
fore he said:

“Utilities obviously will not buy any of
these new plants until they see it proven,
so it would probably be 1982 before any
substantial orders are taken and, thus, 1990

before any real quantities of electricity come
from breeders.”

Some believe it may be a close race to
get breeder reactors into operation before
uranium supplies run out. Unless breeder
reactors are available by the late 1980%,
observed one writer, the first generation
of nuclear power stations may be the last.
So there is urgency to rush ahead with
the breeder program. Yet there is also
vigorous opposition to this. Why?
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Question of Health and Safety

It is because of the potential dangers
associated with the breeder reactor. Critics
say that there is no assurance it will
function safely. For instance, there is
danger with the coolant. Because of the
higher temperatures at which the breeder
reactor operates, liquid sodium rather than
water is used to cool the reactor and
transfer its heat for producing steam to
generate electricity. But since liquid so-
dium is very corrosive and will explode
upon contact with water or air, the con-
cern for safety is understandable.

But safely handling tremendous vol-
umes of circulating sodium is only one
engineering problem. Just a few years ago
it was discovered that metal swells when
exposed to prolonged heavy neutron dos-
ages. Since the core of the reactor must
be built with Swiss-watch precision, this
presents a formidable problem.

When one considers the fuel used, the
seriousness of any malfunction can be
appreciated—the plutonium fuel being one
of the most dangerous substances in exis-
tence. And to think that each reactor will
contain thousands of pounds of it! Dr.
Edward Teller observed in Nuclear News,
August 21, 1967:

“In order that it should work economi-
cally in a sufficiently big power-producing
unit, it probably needs quite a bit more
than one ton of plutonium. | do not like
the hazard involved. | suggested that nu-
clear reactors are a blessing because they
are clean. They are clean as long as they
function as planned, but if they malfunc-
tion in a massive manner, which can hap-
pen in principle, they can release enough
fission products to kill a tremendous num-
ber of people.”

In keeping with the requirements of re-
cent legislation, a statement as to poten-
tial risks of the breeder-reactor program
has been distributed. But prominent scien-
tists find shortcomings in the statement.
The New York Times, April 26, 1972, re-
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ported beneath the headline “Scientists
Oppose Breeder Reactor”:

“Thirty-one scientists and other profes-
sional persons urged Congress today to de-
ny the Nixon Administration’s request for
funds to start building a $500-million dem-
onstration model of a nuclear breeder re-
actor to generate electricity.

“ ‘Too many serious questions exist about
the safety and environmental impact of such
a project to make a commitment at this
point to the commercial development of this
technology," the scientists said in a state-
ment."

However, the commitment to nuclear
power is so great that the chances that
there will be a change in policy are con-
sidered very slim. Admittedly nuclear re-
actors present risks—extremely dangerous
ones—some well-informed persons believe.
However, government and industry leaders
are willing to take these risks.

What does the future hold for nuclear
power? It is far from being entirely bright
and optimistic.

The Silent Killer

URING a recent summer a family of three

happily set out on a trip, taking with them

their thirteen-foot camping trailer. When
they reached their destination, they set up camp
and, at the conclusion of the day, went to bed
in the trailer. Because of the cold mountain
air they left a coal brazier burning while they
slept This was a serious mistake.

Although they had opened a roof vent and a
louvered window for ventilation, carbon mon-
oxide gas accumulated. When the mother
awoke early in the morning she felt nauseated
and exhausted. She went to awaken her twelve-
year-old daughter, but was shocked to find
the child dead. Carbon monoxide, the silent
killer, had been at work. It had nearly killed
the father and mother as well. Both had to be
hospitalized.

Too many people fail to realize that smol-
dering charcoal can Kkill even in a ventilated
room. Because they cannot smell or see this
gas, they fail to be alert to a dangerous sit-
uation. A similar peril exists in automobiles.

It is not uncommon to read news reports
about people found dead in parked cars, killed
by carbon monoxide from their automobile
engines. Some had died in airport parking lots
where they were keeping warm by running the
engine of the car while waiting for someone.
This story has also been repeated at drive-in
movies when the car's motor was used for
heating the car.

Carbon monoxide gas is formed by the burn-
ing of any substance that contains carbon. The
gasoline used to run automobiles, the fuel used
for heating homes and even the tobacco in
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cigars and cigarettes give off carbon monoxide
when burned. Ample ventilation is essential.

According to a report made by a panel of the
U.S. Public Health Service under the leader-
ship of Dr. Daniel Horn, there are surprisingly
high carbon monoxide levels in rooms filled
with tobacco smoke. Thus smokers damage not
only their own health but that of others.

When a person breathes in carbon monoxide
gas, the ability of the blood to carry oxygen
from the lungs to the tissues of the body is
seriously impaired. The hemoglobin in the blood
has an attraction that is a hundred times
greater for carbon monoxide than for oxygen.
As a result, the tissues of the body become
starved for oxygen. The body experiences a loss
of energy and a crippling of mental and phys-
ical reactions.

Carbon monoxide is said to become dangerous
when it reaches a level of ten parts per million
parts of air, a level that is not unusual in
congested city traffic. At this concentration
harm can be done to a pregnant woman and
persons suffering from bronchitis, emphysema
and chronic heart disease. Since a damaged
heart may not be able to make compensation
for a reduced oxygen supply in the blood, death
can result. A mixture of 600 parts of carbon
monoxide per million of air, such as can easily
accumulate in a camping trailer with a coal
brazier, can kill in the space of three hours.

Although coal braziers, automobiles and
stoves are commonplace and perform services
for man, it should never be forgotten that they
also harbor a deadly killer. It is vital to be
aware of the danger and to take precautions.
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THEY LET THER BHGHT SHIM

RSUS CHRIST told his followers: *“You
e the light of the world.” (Matt. 5:14)

Ferving as such a light meant displaying
fine Christian works, helping others by word
and example to become servants of Jehovah
God as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Said Jesus: “Let your light shine before men,
that they may see your fine works and give
glory to your Father who is in the heavens.”
(Matt. 5:16) It is for this reason that Jeho-
vah’s witnesses endeavor to make good use
of their opportunities to share the Bible’s
message with others. This has moved many
to study the Holy Scriptures with the wit-
nesses.
% At his place of employment one of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses in Canada talked about an
assembly he had attended. A young man over-
heard the conversation and was moved to
approach the Witness to ask questions. Almost
immediately the young man began attending
the meetings of Jehovah’s witnesses, eagerly
reading at the same time many of the pub-
lications of the Watch Tower Society. For
two successive Sundays this young man was
with the Witness and his family from nine
o’ctlock in the morning till nearly midnight,
attending meetings as well as studying and
discussing the truths of God’s Word. Just
three weeks from the time of his first Bible
study he was baptized.

His wife was away during much of this
time and upon returning was overwhelmed
by what had happened in her absence. But
she, too, agreed to have a Bible study and is
now a dedicated, baptized witness of Jehovah.

Only one year from the time of his own
baptism, this young man saw one with whom
he himself studied the Bible take his stand
for true worship and get baptized.

A Witness from Finland relates: “Some
time ago a man and his two sisters moved
next door to us. One day we happened to
walk home together and | got the opportunity
to tell him that we were Jehovah’s witnesses
and also to speak to him about God’s kingdom.
The man said that he was an atheist and also
a Communist. So he felt that it would be ‘a
waste of time’ to talk about the Bible and
God.”

The Witness then invited this man to his
home, saying: “If either one of us can give
sufficient grounds to show that he is right, then
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the other would be forced to change his view-
point and beliefs.” That same evening the man
did come to the home of the Witness. The
discussion lasted from 8:00 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.
The man agreed that God existed after all
and expressed his desire to know more about
Jehovah and his purposes.

A Bible study was started. But one evening
a week did not satisfy him. So a study was
held every free evening. In just a few months
he became a dedicated, baptized Witness.

He started a Bible study with one of his
sisters. Soon his other sister joined in and both
became witnesses of Jehovah. He also inter-
ested his youngest brother and his brother’s
wife in the Bible’s message. Both of them be-
gan attending the meetings of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses regularly. Still other relatives were
also given attention. This led to a Bible study’s
being started with a cousin and his family. In
just a few months the cousin, his wife and
their two children began sharing in the house-
to-house ministry of Jehovah’s witnesses.

A traveling minister of Jehovah’s witnesses,
a circuit overseer, was returning with his wife
from a call in the wilds of the Andes in south-
ern Peru. Walking down a dusty trail, they
came upon a man watering his burro at a
bubbling stream. The man pushed at the
burro to get it to move so that the circuit
overseer and his wife could get by. Doing so,
the man said: “I’ll get this soul out of the
way.” At that the circuit overseer asked him
whether it was correct to call his burro a
“soul.” The man looked puzzled, thought for
a minute and then replied: “Well, 1 have
always said that.” The circuit overseer got out
his Bible and showed the man that it stated
that animals indeed are souls. (Num. 31:28)
He also discussed with him the true condition
of the dead and the hope of the resurrection.
The man gladly accepted the Bible study
aid “Things in Which It Is Impossible for
God to Lie” As the man’s home was in an
area where Jehovah’s witnesses had never
visited, the circuit overseer’s use of his oppor-
tunity resulted in reaching a remote section
of Peru with the “good news” of God’s
kingdom.

What a fine incentive such experiences are
for God’s people not to overlook opportunities
to let others hear Bible truth!
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owhere is the

expression “daily
bread” more appropriate than
in the Middle East where it
originated. Even today bread is
the food of greatest importance
in a household. No matter how
many dishes a meal may have,
if bread is not included, the
Middle Easterner will not feel
he has eaten properly.

Here, the amount of food a
person consumes is measured by
the amount of bread he eats, not
by the number of helpings of
any one dish. So the expression,
“l really ate! Two loaves!” is
common. If unexpected guests
arrive just at mealtime, it pre-
sents no problem to the Leba-
nese housewife if she has plenty
of bread in the house. The rest
of the meal can be stretched to
meet the demands.

Necessarily, then, when some-
thing happens that cuts downthe
bread supply, panic can result.
A bakers’ strike can cause panic
even though the markets are
full of all other kinds of food.

Varieties of Lebanese Bread

One may wonder why bread
is so important to the Middle
Easterner. The answer becomes
apparent when one learns of the
many Kkinds of bread that are
eaten and how they are used as
edible “spoons” and “forks.”
Consider a few of the kinds of
bread eaten in Lebanon.
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By far the most
popular is “khubz Ara-
bi,” or Arabic bread.
The yeast dough,
made with either
white or whole-wheat flour, differs little from West-
ern bread dough. It is made with water, in place
of milk, and is only slightly salted. That is where
the similarity ends, however.

The mixed dough is divided into balls about the
size of a fist and allowed to rise. After rising to
the proper extent, the loaves are either flattened
by hand or passed through a machine that looks
like a washing-machine wringer. As a result, the
loaves are now thin and flat and about the size
of a large dinner plate. Again they are allowed to
rise slightly. Now the bread is ready for baking.

As the loaves bake they puff up so that they
look like overturned mixing bowls. In just a couple
of minutes they are baked to a turn. When they
cool they collapse again, but now the loaves are
like pockets, seamed all around, crisp on the out-
side and moist on the inside.

Six of these hollow loaves make up about one
kilogram, 2.2 pounds, of bread. Big families con-
sume five or six kilograms of bread in one day,
so the housewife has quite a stack of bread to
carry home from the bakery!

A delicious variation of Arabic bread is “kaak,”
which is sold wherever children congregate. This
is a smaller size loaf, and only half of it is hollow.
The other half is shaped like a handle, somewhat
resembling an oversized, lopsided doughnut. It is
covered generously with sesame seeds and toasted
crispy.

Every afternoon when schools let out, or near
any park, vendors carrying large trays of “kaak”
on their heads can be heard shouting their
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wares. If you stop a vendor, he will
let you choose the loaf you want. Then,
poking a hole in the hollow part of it,
he will sprinkle the inside with an
herb mixture of thyme, sumac and salt.
A tasty afternoon shack!

A popular bread for breakfast here in
Lebanon is a dry “kaak” that comes in
the shape of a doughnut or a finger. It is
flat to the palate by itself as it contains
no salt, but is quite tasty when dunked
in one’s favorite beverage.

Another type of bread that is almost as
popular as Arabic bread is “khubz mar-
gook” or “khubz as-saj,” a paper-thin va-
riety. The basic dough and the weight of
the loaf are approximately the same, but
the loaf is formed into thin, two-foot-in-
diameter dimensions by being tossed from
hand to hand, as pizza dough is prepared.
This bread is quite crisp and almost de-
void of moisture, so it keeps a long time.
Since village women bake only once a week
for their large families, this is very prac-
tical for them. Week-old bread of this type
is as good as that freshly baked.

Still another style of bread, popular
mostly in the mountain villages, is “khubz
at-tannoor.” Again, the dough recipe is
standard, but the loaves are of another
consistency due to the way they are baked.
The oven used is a convexly curved stone
Kiln.

After the loaf has been flattened and
tossed, it is placed on a covered cushion
and lowered into the preheated kiln and
slapped to a curved side, where it sticks
till baked. It is then peeled off when done.
These loaves are thicker than the “khubz
marqook” and remain moist several days.

Not to be overlooked are the Armenian
varieties of bread. These are not much
different from French-style bread. The
loaves are sprinkled with sesame seed be-
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fore baking, which gives them a nutty
flavor.

Edible Cutlery

Many Lebanese dishes are similar to
stews, and are eaten with rice. In place of
forks, each one has his loaf of Arabic
bread, or the paper-thin “khubz mar-
qook” variety if preferred. For each
mouthful of food a piece of bread about
two inches square is broken or torn off
the loaf, folded into a scoop, and used to
convey the food to the mouth and eaten
right along with the food. Even the thin-
nest of sauces can be scooped up in this
manner without any leaks; the crusty sur-
face of the bread prevents such a disaster.

Most Oriental restaurants do without
cutlery, but serve all the bread one wants.
For dinners like shish kebab (broiled lamb
on skewers) or charcoal-broiled chicken,
handy pieces of bread can be used to pick
up the meat. A favorite evening meal is
“maza,” plates of finger foods, salads,
meats, cold cuts, nuts and, of course,
Arabic bread.

An Arabic sandwich is also different
from the sandwich made of bread slices.
Either a whole Arabic loaf or half of one
can be used. The loaf is split apart, mak-
ing two complete rounds. A favorite filling
or spread is applied and then the loaf is
rolled up, beginning at one edge, till it
becomes a long cylinder with all the filling
inside. Children may eat several a day, in
addition to their regular meals.

Here in Lebanon where we eat bread
every day, regardless of what else we con-
sume, we can easily appreciate that Jesus
Christ meant ‘daily food” when he taught
his followers to pray for their ‘daily bread.’
May we ever be content and thankful for
this provision of God.—Matt. 6:9-11, Au-
thorized Version.
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ACCORDING to the Trinity doctrine
adhered to by the majority of Chris-
tendom’s churches, the Father, the Son
and the Holy Ghost (or Spirit) are ‘one
God as to substance but three persons as
to individuality.” All three persons are
viewed as being ‘coequal and coeternal.’
The doctrine is considered to be a mystery
that can never be fully understood. But
what is the origin of this mystery?

The NewcCatholic Encyclopedia
knowledges: “There is the recognition on
the part of ... Biblical theologians, includ-
ing a constantly growing number of Ro-
man Catholics, that one should not speak
of Trinitarianism in the New Testament
without serious qualification. There is also
the closely parallel recognition on the part
of historians of dogma and systematic
theologians that when one does speak of an
unqualified Trinitarianism, one has moved
from the period of Christian origins to,
say, the last quadrant of the 4th century.
It was only then that what might be called
the definitive Trinitarian dogma ‘one God
in three Persons’ became thoroughly as-
similated into Christian life and thought.”
So the Trinity doctrine as believed by the
majority of Christendom’s church mem-
bers is admittedly not presented as such
in the Bible.

Regarding the formulation of the Trin-
ity doctrine, the New Catholic Encyclope-
dia further observes: “It was the task of
the Fathers of the Church and of the early
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councils to formulate the mystery of
Christ, true God and true man, in accurate
and technical terms.”

This gives rise to a number of questions:
Why is the Trinity doctrine not set forth
clearly in the Holy Scriptures? Does the
formulating of this “mystery” find any
basis in the Bible? Could it be that those
who contributed to the development of
the Trinity doctrine had actually departed
from the teachings of true Christianity?

Already in the first century C.E. false
teachers had crept into the Christian
church or congregation. The apostle Paul
wrote to Christians in Galatia: “There are
certain ones who are causing you trouble
and wanting to pervert the good news
about the Christ. However, even if we or
an angel out of heaven were to declare to
you as good news something beyond what
we declared to you as good news, let him
b&Caccursed.” (Gal. 1:7, 8) Warning Chris-
tians of future developments, the same
apostle stated: “The inspired utterance
says definitely that in later periods of time
some will fall away from the faith, paying
attention to misleading inspired utterances
and teachings of demons.”—1 Tim. 4:1.

Since the Trinity doctrine was not devel-
oped fully until the latter part of the
fourth century C.E., there is clear possi-
bility that those responsible for its devel-
opment had apostatized from first-century
Christianity. We should therefore want
to prove to our own satisfaction whether
the Trinity doctrine finds any basis in the
Bible or not. Certainly no one desiring to
gain God’s approval would want to be
found following a ‘teaching of demons,’
that is, a doctrine contrary to God’s truth.

It may come as quite a surprise to some
that the trinity of Chinese Buddhism is
described in almost the same way as the
trinity of Christendom: Of this Buddhist
trinity, we read: “The Three are all in-
cluded in one substantial essence. The
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three are the same as one; not one, and yet
not different; without parts or composi-
tion. When regarded as one, the three per-
sons are spoken of as the Perfect One
(Tathagata). There is no real difference
[between the three persons of the trinity];
they are manifestations, different aspects
of the same unchanging substance.” Ob-
viously, the formulation of the trinity of
Chinese Buddhism had no connection with
the Bible.

Could that also be true of the Trinity
doctrine of Christendom’s churches?
Catholic Encyclopedia for School and
Home frankly admits: “The Trinity was
unknown to people before the time of Our
Lord.” In an attempt to explain why the
Trinity doctrine is not plainly presented
in the Christian Greek Scriptures, the New
Catholic Encyclopedia argues: “In the New
Testament the revelation of Christ’s di-
vinity was gradual, discreet, and mainly
indirect. One never meets a blunt state-
ment: Christ is God. It had to be so if
that faith was to find entrance with the
Jews.” But may it not just as well be that
Jesus Christ never claimed to be coequal
and coeternal with the Father because this
simply was not the case?

The completed Holy Scriptures do not
present the identity of Jesus Christ in
concealed language, language that had to
be clarified and years later formulated by
clergymen into a mystery that no one
understands. Jesus Christ is referred to
as the “Son of God,” not as ‘God the Son.’
The very fact that he is called “Son” shows
that he had a beginning. This is why the
Bible speaks of him as being the “firstborn
of all creation” and the “beginning of the
creation by God.”—Col. 1:15; Rev. 3:14.

Even after Jesus’ resurrection and as-
cension to heaven he did not gain a posi-
tion of equality with his Father. The
inspired apostle Paul wrote: “I want you
to know that the head of every man is
the Christ; in turn the head of a woman
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is the man; in turn the head of the Christ
is God.” (1 Cor. 11:3) “The Son himself
will also subject himself to the One who
subjected all things to him, that God may
be all things to everyone.” (1 Cor. 15:28)
In the book of Revelation the glorified
Lord Jesus Christ repeatedly speaks of
his Father as “my God.” At Revelation 3:
12, for example, we read: “The one that
conquers—I will make him a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he will by no means
go out from it anymore, and | will write
upon him the name of my God and the
name of the city of my God, the new
Jerusalem which descends out of heaven
from my God, and that new name of
mine.” This is in full harmony with Jesus’
earlier statement to Mary Magdalene: “I
am ascending to my Father and your
Father and to my God and your God.”
—John 20:17.*

In view of the clear testimony of the
Scriptures, the Trinity doctrine is what the
New Catholic Encyclopedia acknowledges
it to be—a mystery formulated by men
living years after the Holy Scriptures were
committed to writing. The formulation of
this mystery in supposedly “accurate and
technical terms” has, in reality, so con-
fused matters that throughout the centu-
ries millions have been unable to see the
difference between the expressions “Son
of God” and “God the Son.” Instead of
‘bending the knee in the name of Jesus
and acknowledging him as Lord to the
glory of God the Father,” they have wor-
shiped something they admittedly do not
understand—a mysterious triune God.
(Phil. 2:10, 11) The Trinity doctrine has
thus made it impossible for millions to
worship God “with spirit and truth” and
has dishonored God by denying that he
alone is the Supreme Sovereign of the
universe.—John 4:24.

* For a detailed discussion, see the booklet “The

Word”—Who Is Hef According to John and the book
Aid to Bible Understanding, pp. 918-920.
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“Green Revolution” Fading

< An editorial in the New
York Times of January 2,1973,
painted a sobering picture of
the “green revolution.” It ob-
served: “Less than one year
after agricultural experts were
predicting a world rice glut as
a result of the introduction of
new 'miracle* seeds, there have
been reports in recent weeks of
widespread food shortage in
Asia and parts of Africa. The
great promise of the green
revolution, which was never
as green as it was sometimes
pictured, appears to be fad-
ing** Bad weather “has sharp-
ly cut crops this year in the
Philippines, South Korea, In-
donesia, Malaysia, Cambodia,
Thailand, Burma, India and
African states bordering the
Sahara Desert. . . . The return
of favorable crop-growing
weather next year would prob-
ably forestall any early world-
wide food emergency. But the
acute problems faced by many
nations as a result of one
year’s climatic vagaries are
a sobering reminder of the
persisting precariousness of
the world’s food-population
balance.”

College Crime

<> The Burns Security Insti-
tute reports that fifty-eight
campus police chiefs are hav-
ing more trouble with stealing
than with bomb threats and

demonstrations. A University
of California detective ser-
geant remarked that college
thieves “steal everything, even
if it is nailed down. They take
bulletin boards off the walls.
They take office equipment
that is chained or bolted
down.” Wallets, watches, cam-
eras, stereos, typewriters, ad-
ding machines and bicycles are
snatched. One item usually
ignored by thieves is textbooks.
Also, campuses are rapidly
becoming places of violent
crimes and rape. Some colleges
provide escort service for wom-
en going from their dormito-
ries to the library.

Blood Transfusion Liability

<$> According to a recent court
case in New Jersey, hospitals
and blood banks are strictly
liable for the death of a pa-
tient due to hepatitis from
blood transfusion. It was point-
ed out that by putting blood
on the commercial market, a
blood bank makes itself liable.
The court quoted an earlier
case sayinig, “If the article
[blood? left the defendant’s
control in a dangerously un-
safe condition, . . . defendant
is liable whether or not he
was at fault in creating that
condition or in failing to dis-
cover and eliminate 1t.” Fur-
ther, the court held, transfused
blood is a “product”—not sim-
ply a “service™—and its trans-
feral constitutes a sale.
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Who Is to Blame?

# Jack E. Rooper, himself a
minister and a religious writ-
er, denounced the clergy for
the failure of Christendom’s
churches. He observed that
“the local organized body
which we call a church is
nothing more than a big sham,
a disgrace, and, in many in-
stances, the laughing stock of
the unsaved community.” And
who did he say was responsi-
ble for this? “l believe the
one major cause of the local
church’s rapidly declining state
rests entirely upon the shoul-
ders of the pastors and evan-
gelists. ... The majority of the
so-called pastors of today are
nothing more than weak-kneed,
yellow-bellied, greasy-tongued,
two-faced, compromising ex-
cuses for preachers. . . . Most
of the local pastors are nothing
more than money-hungry, peo-
ple-pleasing preachers; and be-
cause of this kind of pastors
serving our local churches, it’s
no wonder they are in such
sad conditions. We don’t blame
the common ordinary soldier
for the condition of the army.
No, we place the blame on the
generals. If a company is los-
ing money, we dont place the
blame on the employees; we
say it is due to poor manage-
ment. So the same Frinciple
holds true for the local church.
If the attendance is falling off,
zeal is diminishing, and the
church is losing its influence
in the community, then the re-
sponsibility must rest squarely
on the shoulders of the pas-
tors.”

Mariolatry Declining

# Worship of Mary in the
Catholic Church is said to be
declining. Eamon Carroll,
Catholic professor of theology
at the Washington, D.C., Cath-
olic University, bemoaned the
fact that there has been a
“dramatic decline” in Marian
devotion, such as public rosa-
ries, novenas and other rites
connected with Mariolatry. A
few years ago these played a
prominent role in the lives of
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Catholics. “To many,” he said,
“it seems as if the elaborate
structure of Marian piety
suddenly collapsed.” He feels
that it might be a result of the
Catholic Iai(tjy's reaction to
some of the debates on Mary's
place during the Second Vat-
ican Council.

Nuclear Power Attacked

# The potential danger of
nuclear power plants in the
United States is causing grave
concern among many. Recent-
ly, Ralph Nader, consumer
advocate, joined the Union of
Concerned Scientists in a state-
ment expressing fears about
building such plants near large
metropolitan areas. “Although
no nuclear explosion can oc-
cur, there is still the release
of prodigious quantities of
radioactive materials” if a
loss-of-coolant accident hap-
ens. Nader said: “This is the
irst time that this country
has permitted development of
an industry that can wipe this
country out. We spend billions
on defense while creating a
basic vuInerabiIitP/ here.
There’s no responsibility. If a
nuclear plant goes, who loses
his job? Who goes to jail?
Who's fired? Nobody’s ac-
countable.”

Rise of Heart Disease

Until 1910 tuberculosis was
the foremost cause of death
among Americans. Pneumonia
and other infectious diseases
followed closelg. The develop-
ment of antibiotics reduced
many of these diseases. The
National Center for Health
Statistics revealed that be-
tween 1911 and 1920 heart dis-
ease and tuberculosis were
close contenders for first place
as the leading killer in the
United States. In 1921, 14 per-
cent died from heart disease.
But from 1921 onward, heart
disease moved into the number
one spot and increased its hold
there over the years. Today
39 percent of all deaths in the
nation are from heart trouble.
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Earthquakes' Toll

9% It is estimated that about
130,000 persons have been
killed by earthquakes around
the world since 1950. The re-
cent earthquake in Nicaragua
has been assessed to have tak-
en between 10,000 and 12,000
lives, according to government
officials. Though the quake
measured 6.2 on the Richter
Scale, more powerful earth-
quakes have been measured
in the past. One in Chile
reached 9-9.2 on the scale. And
the great San Francisco earth-
quake of 1906, 8.2 on the scale,
is estimated to have had a
force about a hundred times
greater than the one that dev-
astated Managua, Nicaragua.
Fears are being expressed that
San Francisco is due for anoth-
er quake. According to B. A
Bolt, director of the seismo-
graphic station at the Univer-
sity of California, a 270-mile
section of crystal rocks in
California is strained “like a
watch spring” and “one day
they will snap, skidding the
ground and everything on it
a few feet forward.”

Map Changes

<> Today many governments
and peoples dispute over who
owns what territory. This gives
map makers problems. Border
changes and new names of
countries are coming so rapid-
ly that they cannot get them
on new maps. The formation
of Bangladesh, and the diffi-
culties between India and
Pakistan, as well as Honduras
and Nicaragua, along with
other Latin-American disputes,
are but a few situations that
can quickly make maps out-
dated. Ceylon has taken up her
old name Sri Lanka, and Cam-
bodia has changed its name
to the Khmer Republic. It will
no doubt take a while before
the map-reading public catches
up.

Boy Scouts and Firearms
<> Boy’s Life, a monthly mag-
azine of the Boy Scouts of

America, features 10-percent
advertising for firearms and
shells. Around Christmastime,
the proportion is much greater,
because, according to Associate
Publisher Edward L. Kern,
rifles are a ‘big seasonal sell-
ing item." December's issue
carried pictures of twenty-six
different weapons, each glo-
rifying trigger-pulling. Young
boys are told to get their fam-
ily to buy them a rifle. Fathers
are also appealed to; one ad-
vertisement reads, “Remember
your first 22? Make a kid hap-
p?/ this Christmas.” There were
also ads for knives that snap
open with the flick of a finger,
a 24-pound navy cannon rep-
lica that “really shoots” and a
midget pistol that fires tiny
high-compression blanks. Out
of twenty-seven ad pages, eight
were devoted to lethal weapons
and ammunition. Scout officials
claim that, since “firearms are
here to stay,” gun training and
safety are important so boys
that pick up a rifle will know
“which end is which.”

Car Pollution-Control Failures

The two most pollution-
plagued states in America
have been testing automobiles
equipped with pollution-control
devices. Results show that
many of the devices are fail-
ing to control pollution. In
New Jersey 30 percent of the
1970 cars and 25 percent of
the 1971 cars did not meet the
state’s moderate requirements.
In California, where the stan-
dards are more stringent, 41
percent of the 1970 and 1971
models failed. In fact, 30 per-
cent of all the automobiles
tested there failed. The mech-
anisms designed to control
pollution on the late-model
cars are delicate and easily
thrown out of Kkilter. Many
mechanics do not know how
to adjust or install them prop-
erly, further worsening the
problem. In California over 50
percent of the pollution-control
mechanisms installed in 1955
65 automobiles were not put
in correctly.
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Jordan River Polluted

<€ According to Yosef Tamir,
Israel’s parliamentary commit-
tee on environment chairman,
the Jordan River is turnlng
into a 'sewage drain.” Below
the Sea of Galilee, the water
is unfit to drink due to the
river’s being full of garbage
and farming chemicals. He de-
clared that every river in Is-
rael is polluted and that *"dras-
tic action” must be taken now
to save the Jordan.

What It Takes to
Be President
<> Ex-president of the United
States Harry S. Truman died
in December 1972. He once
wrote to his daughter, Marga-
ret, that to be a good presi-
dent a man "cant live the
Sermon on the Mount.” He
pointed out that a president
"must be a Machiavelli, Louis
X1 of France, Caesar, Borgia
. a liar, double-crosser, a

hero and a what-not to be suc-
cessful.”

Guests Being Counted

<> The police in New Delhi,
India, have been authorized
to arrest any host who invites
too many people to dinner and
serves them too much food.
The "Guest Control Order” al-
lows up to twenty-five guests
and a four-course meal. Mar-
riages and funerals are ex-
empt. Up to a hundred guests
are allowed for these occa-
sions. The four courses of food
allowed must be no more than
one meat dish, one vegetable
dish, one rice dish and one
dessert. Though the order has
been in effect for over four
years, now it is being strictly
enforced. Why? It is an at-
tempt to conserve food in an-
ticipation of famine.

Japanese Getting Bigger
<> Japan’s Education Ministry
statistics reveal that Japanese
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children are getting bigger. A
recent survey involving 340,-
000 children and youths, from
nursery school to university,
shows a marked growth pat-
tern. Today’s 12-year-old Ja||o
anese bo?/ is two and a half
inches taller, ten pounds heavi-
er, and an inch larger around
his chest than a boy his age in
1962. For the same age the
Japanese girl of today is two
inches taller, eight pounds
heavier, and one and a half
inches larger around her
chest. The growth is believed
to be from changes in diet
since the close of World War
Il in 1945.

Aviation Death Toll

<> Statistics for 1972 show that
it was the worst year on rec-
ord for air crash deaths. More
than 1,700 persons lost their
lives on commercial flights.
The previous record was in
1966, when just over 1,000 per-
sons died.
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