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Number 23

TEEN-AGE MARRIAGE

OOKING back on her de-

cision to marry, one worn-
an explained: “I was eighteen
and I thought he was the most
eligible man | had ever met.”
But was she herself truly pre-
pared for marriage? Why did
she want to marry? She later
admitted: “l had just decided
that getting married was a
passport to the adult world.”

Few thoughtful people would
fail to realize the immaturity
reflected -in this outlook. With
a matter as serious as mar-
riage, what is the likely out-
come when such thinking is the basis for
one’s decision? Often it is unhappiness and
divorce.

The nature of the demands, adjustments
and responsibilities involved in marriage
calls upon one to manifest maturity and
balance, along with love. You can probably
recall a number of acquaintances who mar-
ried in their twenties or thirties yet who
did not display these qualities—with di-
vorce later resulting. What, then, might be
expected when those marrying are still in
their teen-age years?
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In 1970 a professor of family
sociology commented: “Re-
search studies show that, in
general, teen-age marriages
are characterized by a high
divorce or unhappiness rate
compared with marriages at
later age.” Another study indi-
cated that women who marry
between sixteen and eighteen
years of age and men who
marry under twenty-two
“showed a high proportion of
poor adjustment” to marriage.

Why might that be so? The
book Marriage for Moderns

observed: “In making marriage successful
there is probably no single factor more
important than maturity.” And it takes
time to acquire mental, physical and emo-
tional maturity.

But does not the law in many lands per-
mit teen-agers to marry, such as when the
girl is sixteen and the boy is eighteen? Yes,
in many countries that is the case. But
often the authorities permit marriage at
the minimum ages only if the parents give
written consent. Another age, such as
twenty-ope, may be set where the couple
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lacks parental consent. This emphasizes
that the parents must bear responsibility
for permitting their youngsters to marry
when the likelihood of their having the
maturity needed for marriage is much less.
If the results are bad, the parents thus
share the blame.

True, in certain areas young people are
viewed as ready for marriage soon after
they become physically capable of repro-
duction, and divorces may be quite rare.
Yet, note the point that the book Growth
makes: “In primitive societies, the years
of childhood offer all the learning time an
individual needs to fit into his culture. As
a result, sexual maturity and social matu-
rity are reached almost simultaneously.”
Usually a teen-ager in these areas lives and
works as part of an agricultural society,
which in many ways helps him to mature.
He observes the biological realities of life—
reproduction, growth, sickness and death.
He experiences the effects of drought,
storm and wind. It has been said that such
things “discipline him as man-made laws
could never do.”

In this connection we may note that,
though the Bible contains examples of
relatively young persons marrying with
success, they too were in an agricultural
society. Also, they were under the patriar-
chal arrangement, wherein even a married
man with children continued to live with
and receive guidance from his aged father.

However, are things the same with many
teen-agers today? The book Growth adds:
“In modem industrialized societies, the
situation is very different. These complex
cultures demand complex skills and com-
plex behavior . . . The time lapse between
sexual and social maturity is therefore
long.”

For example, a teen-age husband may
well find that the problem of supporting a
wife and children subjects the marriage to
tremendous strains. As to employment, ex-
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perience shows that teen-agers are usually
the last ones hired and the first ones fired.

Also complicating the matter is the fact
that, in societies where individuals choose
their own mates, sexual attraction tends
to be a determining factor in teen-age mar-
riages. One book on youth said: “The abil-
ity of a member of the opposite sex to
inspire romance seems now to be the pri-
mary criterion for mate selection. Yet this
quality alone is a highly speculative ele-
ment on which to found a permanent and
satisfactory marriage.”

The Bible too bears out the inadvisability
of a young person’s jumping into marriage
as soon as he or she feels the first rush of
sexual interest. The apostle Paul said that
it is not wrong for a Christian to marry, if
that one “thinks he is behaving improperly
toward his virginity, is past the
bloom, of youth™ (1 Cor. 7:36) Here Paul
uses the Greek word (from
hyper, beyond, and akme, highest point,
full bloom of a flower). If the period of
that primary surge of desire is past, a per-
son is in position to evaluate his or her
feelings and situation more objectively.

,But do not some teen-age marriages sue-
ceed?’ yot® may question. Definitely. For
instance, a fifty-five-year-old man who
married when he and his wife were teen-
agers said: “If | had it to do over again,
I'd do it just the same.” Yet before you
assume that this will be the result in your
case, look into the background. This man
was raised in the country, and by the time
he reached his late teens he and his brother
were responsible for running a farm. Oth-
ers who successfully married while young
had grown up with much responsibility in
caring for many brothers and sisters. How-
ever, how many teen-agers have had com-
parable maturing experience?

Consequently, parents and young persons
alike should not be impetuous when it
comes to favoring a teen-age marriage.

AWAKE!



While some teen-age marriages have sue-
ceeded, in today’s complex society many
more have been marked by unhappiness
and divorce. Marriage is a divine institu-
tion—God originated it—but it is no pana-

cea for human ills. It is only as good as the
persons in it. If happiness and success are
to be gained, the two involved should be
mature persons, ones who have their feet
firmly set on life’s pathway.

Makinga Success

OF

N EARNEST young man wrote to some
Christian elders for advice. A year
before, when he was twenty-one, he had
“made a decision to stay single” to share
more fully in the ministry. His letter con-
tinued: “Now | am not so sure about my
stand on singleness. | find myself falling in
love. ... | really dont know what to do!”
While he himself had to decide, good
advice would include: Work at making a
success of singleness.” But what does that
mean? Does it mean staying single all his
life? or that any conduct at all is all right
as long as he keeps his goal of singleness?
What practical steps could one take?
Such questions merit consideration, for
all of us are single for at least some portion
of our lives. Before most persons marry,
they usually have spent some years as a
grown single person. Others choose to stay
single long into their adult life in order to
pursue a career or special interest. Some
would like to marry but have not yet found
a suitable mate. And there are many per-
sons who were married but are single
again because of the death of their mate.
If you are in one of these categories, how
can you make a real success of singleness?

DECEMBER 8, 1972

SINGLENESS

Getting God’s View

It is helpful to note what God says in
his Word about singleness and marriage.
As our Creator, his view can be expected
to be right and balanced, not unreasonable
or distorted.

God dignified human marriage by in-
stituting that estate. He knew that in mar-
riage humans could enjoy mutual help,
companionship and happiness. Also, they
thus could in an honorable way produce
offspring. (Gen. 2:18, 22-24) The Hebrew
Scriptures abound with examples of true
worshipers who enjoyed the gift of mar-
riage.

Nor did Jesus and his apostles condemn
marriage. To the contrary, Christ con-
firmed the divine origin of marriage, and
the apostle Peter was a married man.
(Matt. 19:4-6; 1 Cor. 9:5) The apostle
Paul wrote as respects protection against
immorality: “Let each man have his own
wife and each woman have her own hus-
band.”—1 Cor. 7:2.

But the Bible does not ignore the fact
that marriage is not without its problems.
Since all humans are imperfect, and we
live in a wicked system of things, marriage
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often brings its own anxieties—along with
its joys. Paul spoke of such problems as
tribulation in the flesh.” A single person is
‘spared’ this “tribulation,” though perhaps
still facing other problems.—1 Cor. 7:28.

Since there likely will be problems with
either marriage or singleness, does God
make any recommendation? Yes, the Bible
very clearly encourages singleness, on the
part of both men and women. This is not
a blanket recommendation of singleness as
an end in itself, but singleness where the
motive is service to God with undivided at-
tention. As Paul pointed out, the married
person is anxious for and interested in
pleasing his or her mate, and this is proper.
By comparison, then, the single Christian
may be able to be in “constant attendance
upon the Lord without distraction.” In this
respect singleness is the “better” course.
—1 Cor. 7:32-38.

The time of one’s young manhood or
womanhood is an especially fine time to
devote attention to serving God, even as
the Bible shows. (Eccl. 12:1) Thus many
young witnesses of Jehovah have chosen
the course of singleness, at least for the
present, in order to share in the Christian
ministry with fewer distractions. As to
singleness in old age, the Bible mentions
the prophetess Anna. She became a widow
after only seven years of marriage and did
not remarry. Instead, she “was never miss-
ing from the temple”; she used to God’s
praise the freedom singleness afforded her.
—Luke 2:36-38.

Your singleness may be for a short time
or a long time. It may be by choice or the
result of circumstances. But what can you
do to make a success of it? And what pit-
falls do you need to avoid?

Jesus, in encouraging singleness so as
to be in a better position to serve as a
minister of God’s kingdom, called it a
“gift.” He urged, “Let him that can make
room for it make room for it.” (Matt.
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19:10-12) Obviously he was not making
singleness an obligation on all, or else it
would not be a “gift.” But his words do
imply that effort is needed to succeed in
having and using this gift. There will be
dangers or problems involved.

If you are a single person, you will need
to guard against being envious of those
who are married. Should the first violinist
in an orchestra let himself be eaten up with
envy at the concert pianist? Each has his
own talents and rewards. True, married
persons have certain joys that you do not
have. But they also have responsibilities
and limitations that you do not. As one
elderly Christian put it, ‘If single persons
could be as philosophical from choice as
married persons have to be from necessity,
there would be fewer single persons en-
vying married persons.’

If you realistically acknowledge your
situation and its benefits, you will not find
yourself sourly belittling either singleness
or marriage. Because one is single is no
reason to become cynical or frustrated.
Jesus as a human never got married, but
he plainly had a well-balanced attitude
toward marriage, women and sex. Had he
been a bitter, cynical person, he would not
have been popular with persons of all sorts.
Yet both single and married men and worn-
en were pleased to associate with him, and
even children were drawn to him. (Luke
8:1-3; Mark 10:13-16) By manifesting a
similar well-adjusted attitude, you can
make a success of your singleness.

Avoid Being Single yet a Failure

For you to succeed at singleness involves
more than just your attitude; it also in-
volves your conduct. For instance, Catholic
“Saint” Augustine lived with a girl outside
of wedlock for some eleven years. Though
he did not marry, would you say that he
was a success at singleness? Paul set forth
God’s view in this regard when he wrote
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about widows: “But the one that goes in
for sensual gratification is dead though she
is living.”—1 Tim. 5:6.

The facts show that many persons who
do not want to commit themselves to mar-
riage, or feel that they are not in position
to marry, believe that premarital relations
are excusable. In 1972 Time magazine re-
ported that one survey of 4,611 unmarried
girls living at home or in dormitories re-
vealed that more than 46 percent had lost
their virginity before the age of twenty.

But indulging in sex outside of marriage
is unquestionably not the way for you to
make a success of singleness. The soaring
rates of venereal disease and extramarital
pregnancies testify to that. Still more im-
portant—God’s judgment is against forni-
cators.—Rev. 21:8; Gal. 5:19-21.

In addition to contributing to success at
singleness, your refraining from premarital
sex may help you in another way. If after
years of successful singleness you decide to
marry, it will help you to make a similar
success of marriage. In Sex and the Now
Generation a counselor at one university
stated: “To have sex without love is to
reduce the sexual capacity to the purely
biological level. . . . This is to distort, if
not permanently scar, the potential mean-
ings of significant sexual expression. It
produces dehumanization.” And research
indicates that persons who are promiscuous
before marriage are more likely to be im-
moral after marriage. So loose conduct in
singleness could ruin your marriage later.

Nor would you be a success at singleness
if your normal desires and affections are
transferred to focus on a person of the
same seX, to homosexuality. God, who has
observed the lives of hundreds of millions
of humans, assures us that such a course is
unnatural; he warns us against it, knowing
that it does not bring true happiness.
(Rom. 1:26-32) It would constitute ‘e-
having improperly toward one’s virginity.’
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The Bible advises that it would be better
for one to marry than to do that. (1 Cor.
7:36) Singleness maintained by means of
unnatural affection for a person of one’s
own sex is not successful singleness—it is
failure.

In a similar vein, one does not succeed at
singleness by falling into the practice of
masturbation. Though many doctors claim
that self-abuse does no harm, note what
two authorities wrote in A Marriage
Manual: “Occasionally young people who
have practiced self-relief over a long pe-
riod of time may find it difficult to readjust
their sex habits and to derive complete
satisfaction from the sex union in mar-
riage.” Cases have come to our attention
of men who -became so controlled by this
bad habit that they continued it after mar-
riage, causing the family much grief.

But whether that proved to be the out-
come or not, the perfect counsel of God is
against self-abuse and the sexual fantasies
that accompany it. The Bible counsels:
“Deaden, therefore, your body members
that are upon the earth as respects fomi-
cation, uncleanness, sexual appetite, hurt-
ful desire, and covetousness.” (Col. 3:5)
But is not masturbation much the same as
a married person’s expressions of love for
his or her mate? Not at all. It is an exciting
of sexual appetite solely for one’s own
satisfaction; it is an expression of greedi-
ness. (Eph. 4:19) Should you not, then,
avoid self-abuse if you are to make a sue-
cess of singleness?

Self-Control: Its Need and Benefits
The foregoing all points strongly to a
key factor in successful singleness: self-
control. Is that an oppressive burden,
something necessary just for single per-
sons? No, all Christians ought to display
self-control. (Gal. 5:22, 23) Even married
people need to control their sexual drives
and expressions, as governed by their
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mate’s needs and condition as well as by
Scriptural principles. One author observed
about exercising control: “No one can let
his feelings run wild, doing just what he
pleases all the time. . .. You have to learn
how to control yourself in order to live
with others.”

‘But won’t that warp my personality or
hurt me physically?” some may wonder.
The book Why Wait Till Marriage? an-
swers: “There is no evidence that self-
control hurts your sex life. Quite the con-
trary tends to be true. As you learn to
control your sexual feelings, they become
ever more meaningful and satisfying. It is
the fellow or the girl who goes around
with his emotions all unbuttoned who is in
the greatest danger. The self-controlled
person can bear to wait.”

Self-control is also necessary as to the
type of association you have with persons
of the opposite sex. Some have claimed
they can successfully pursue singleness
while still going out on “dates” from time
to time. But, being honest with yourself,
is that not almost a form of self-torture?
Experience has shown that one cannot
truly make a success of singleness while
dating or keeping regular company with
someone of the opposite sex. Such associa-
tion is really part of the chain of events
leading to marriage. ‘But can't it be just a
platonic friendship?’ some may think.
Having dealt with such matters for years,
one authority commented: “As a doctor |
don’t believe there is such a thing as a
platonic relationship between a man and
a woman who are alone together a good
deal.”

And you do well to guard that you are
not regularly talking about the opposite
sex,' reading novels featuring sex and
romance or watching television programs
or motion pictures of that sort. This same
doctor added: “l recommend a policy of
prevention. ... If walking in the darkness

8

makes a woman ache inside, then she
should stick to daylight for her strolls.
New Orleans jazz has a primitive tom-tom
rhythm that does a single woman’s peace
of mind no good. Tchaikovsky wrote some
[music that is] mood music for two—and
despair music for one. It’s masochistic
[self-tormenting] to listen to music that is
disturbing.”

Occasionally you may encounter thought-
less persons who chide you for remaining
single. Do not let it upset you. Recognize
that human society is largely built around
marriage and family, and that your course
is different. So try to be understanding if
someone acts unkindly, perhaps because of
not appreciating why you are pursuing this
course. On the other hand, some happily
married folks, wanting you to have hap-
piness, may urge you to marry or may
introduce you to prospective mates. Be
patient—maybe they just have not given
thoughtto the joys and privileges you have
as a single person.

Many single Christians find that their
lives are made rich and rewarding by
helping others to understand and apply
God’s Word. One doctor explained: “The
body can withstand a lack of physical love-
making; the spirit can’t withstand a lack
of affection, achievement, status, or secu-
rity.” To a large extent these very things
are found in the warm fellowship of the
Christian congregation and in the whole-
some and vital Christian ministry.—Acts
20:35; 1 Pet. 4:8; Matt. 24:14.

So, are you among those who—by choice
or by circumstance—are now single? There
is much you can do to make a success of
your singleness. By giving attention to
your outlook and your conduct, it will not
be said that, while you remained single,
you were a failure at singleness. Instead,
you will find singleness to be a rewarding
way of life, with its own opportunities and
blessings.
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CRUEL
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MOUSANDS of
Christian men,
women and children
have fled the East Af-
rican country of Ma-
lawi in recent weeks.
Nearly 11,600 flooded into neighboring
Mozambique. A dispatch from Zambia to
the London Daily Telegraph reported 8,925
had sought refuge in Zambia by the middle
of October, with more continuing to ar-
rive daily. Some had walked as much as
350 miles with only the possessions they
could carry. The Times of Zambia said
the country was faced with a *“refugee
crisis.” Still others had fled to Rhodesia.

Why this. mass exodus of Christians
from Malawi?

Confirmed reports by thousands of eye-

witnesses gave a
horrifying ac-
count of brutal
persecution in
that land, one
seldom equaled
in modern his-
tory. Among the
thousands now
living in the hast-
ily constructed refugee camps, many
showed the effects of vicious beatings and
torture.

The United Nations High Commission
for refugees sent representative Dr. Hugo
Idoyaga to the Zambia-Malawi border. He
reported “that many of the refugees bore
cuts and gashes apparently inflicted by
pangas, the huge knives common to East
Africa.”—New York October 22,
1972.

All these refugees were Jehovah’s wit-
nesses. They formed the vast majority
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of some 23,000 African witnesses of
Jehovah for whom Malawi had been home.

Suffering was not new to many of them.
In 1967 an earlier wave of persecution had
brought them intense hardships. Thou-
sands of their homes, stores and places
of worship were destroyed and looted, a
number of the Witnesses were murdered,
hundreds of their women were raped, some
repeatedly. Their Christian activity, their
Bible literature and meetings for worship
were all placed under official ban.

Now, five years later, savage persecu-
tion has raged on an even larger scale
than before. A countrywide effort has been
made to destroy Jehovah’s witnesses as a

ECENT people both inside and outside

Malawi have been shocked by the
deeds committed in that land against a
defenseless minority.

The violence began on a small scale in
mid-1972. It reached massive proportions
in autumn. At that time a spirit of mob
violence was whipped up following the
annual convention of the Malawi Congress
Party, the country’s sole political party.
The convention closed with three strongly
worded resolutions attacking Jehovah’
witnesses. From July onward members of
the party’s militant Youth League and its
Young Pioneers movement had taken the
lead in victimizing Jehovah’s witnesses
and they now waged a virtual war against
them. They organized themselves into
bands, ranging from a dozen or so on up
to as many as a hundred. They then went
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united Christian group in Malawi, depriv-
ing them of all employment and the very
means of feeding and housing themselves.
Estimates of those killed run from ten
known dead to as high as sixty.

Incredible as this may seem in this
twentieth century, it is true. Read for
yourself the eyewitness accounts of the
sickening violence that has been taking
place in Malawi. Then, consider whether
this aggression can possibly be justified
or not. We believe you will agree that a
tragic crime against humanity has been
committed there, one that cries for quick
relief.

from village to village, armed with sticks,
knobkerries, pangas and axes, searching
out and attacking Jehovah’s witnesses and
their properties.

As columnist Guy Wright of the San
Francisco Examiner (October 17, 1972)
observed, it was “a very one-sided war,
pitting force against faith.” Yet faith ac-
tually proved the stronger, as Witness
after Witness demonstrated that his or
her faith could not be broken by brutality.

Here are but a few of the hundreds of
eyewitness reports of the atrocities that
took place:
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e Typical of what went on in the villages
is this report by David Banda of Kaluzi
Village, Lilongwe: “It was on the 23rd of
September that Mr. Gideon Banda, a min-
ister of parliament, came to address a
public meeting. | could hear most of what
was said through loudspeakers as my
house was just a few yards from the meet-
ing place. Mr. Banda started off by relating
to the meeting what was discussed at the
party’s annual meeting. Then he went on
to discuss the question of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses. | heard him tell the meeting that
the annual convention had resolved to deal
with Jehovah’s witnesses ruthlessly be-
cause of their refusal to buy party cards.

“In the evening of September 25, Broth-
er Swila came to tell me that he had seen
groups of youths coming together. We im-
mediately alerted the brothers, but before
we could do anything the youths started
their attacks, breaking window panels and
doors of our houses and then beating up
the brothers. We were all scattered so
that we did not know what actually had
happened to each one of us and it was
getting quite dark. 1 went into hiding
myself and then early in the morning |
went to the police to report the matter.
Instead of listening to my complaint, the
police turned me away. While still at the
police station | saw groups of brothers
and sisters from other congregations com-
ing to report similar incidents. The police
told them to go back to their respective
villages.”

However, the Witnesses refused to re-
turn without protection, going instead to
the marketplace. David Banda relates what
happened there:

“When the youths heard that the Wit-
nesses had gone to the marketplace they
went there and started beating up the
brothers and sisters with sticks and fists
and kicking them all over. The police did
nothing to stop the attacks. Then violence
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filled the whole town of Lilongwe. How-
ever, the brothers managed to escape until
finally we fled to Zambia.”

e Evans Noah of Mwalumo Village re-
lates: “On September 18, 1972, | went to
visit one of the brothers. We saw a car
approaching and | recognized the driver
as Mr. Gamphani, a member of the Malawi
parliament. There were two young men
with him. It seemed he was looking for
me because as soon as they approached
I heard one say, ‘Here he is.” The car
stopped and | was ordered by Mr. Gampha-
ni to jump in. Then he drove to the police
station. After asking me why | did not
possess a political card, he had the police
lock me up in detention and they kept me
there for seven days. | was given neither
food nor water during all those seven days.

“When the police saw | was getting
physically weak they began mocking me
by asking me to turn grass into food.
Finally, when they saw that all their ef-
forts to get me to buy a political card
were fruitless, they released me, ordering
me to find my own means for getting
home. Despite the fact that I was weak
due to not having food, | walked a distance
of twenty-two miles and arrived home
safely.”

Yet, not long thereafter Evans Noah
and ten other Witnesses were forced to
flee their village and leave Malawi.

e In the area of Blantyre, Malawi’s major
city, Richadi Nyasulu, Greyson Kapininga
and others of Jehovah’s witnesses were
taken to the headquarters of the Southern
Region of the Malawi Congress Party
(M.C.P.). They were asked why they had
not bought political membership cards.
Upon replying that they were completely
nonpolitical because of their Bible beliefs,
the Witnesses were turned over to some
sixteen Young Pioneers and members of
the Youth League. These took turns beat-
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ing each Witness. When they still refused
to buy political cards, the youths rubbed
a mixture of salt and hot red pepper into
their eyes. Some were beaten on their
back and buttocks with a plank of wood
with nails in it. When any showed signs
of pain, their attackers beat harder, say-
ing: “Let your God come and save you.”
In addition, they broke a bottle and used
the broken edge to ‘shave’ some Witness
men. On September 22 Jasteni Mukhuna
of the Blantyre area was beaten till his
arm was broken.

» At Cape Maclear, at the southern end
of Lake Malawi, Witness Zelphat Mbaiko
was covered with bundles of grass tied
around him. Petrol was poured on the
grass and set afire. He died as a result
of the burns.

None Spared

The savagery of the attackers was such
that no Witness was spared because of
age or sex. Not all escaped from Lilongwe,
as for example, one Witness woman, Mrs.
Magola. Being pregnant and heavy with
child, she could not run fast. Members of
the M.C.P. caught her and battered her
to death by the marketplace in the sight
of many townspeople, not one coming to
her aid. When a police officer was asked
why lie did not intervene, his reply was
that ‘the power of the police had been
taken away.’

* In the Ntonda area, south of Blantyre,
Smith Bvalani, his elderly mother and
others of Jehovah’s witnesses, both men
and women, were beaten by members of
the Youth League until they lay uncon-
scious on the ground. One of the Youth
League members, searching their pockets,
found money on one Witness. He then used
the money to buy political cards for each
of them, writing their names on the cards
and throwing these on the ground near
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the unconscious Witnesses. The Youth
League now said that the Witnesses had
given in and compromised their faith.
When Smith Bvalani’s mother regained
consciousness and saw the card she told
them that she would not accept it even
if it meant her death. They then beat her
into unconsciousness again.

» Seventy-three-year-old Israel Phiri of
Khwele Village, Mchinji, relates: “During
the month of July 1972 we heard a rumor
that the Malawi Congress Party was plan-
ning to launch a card-checking campaign
throughout the country. Realizing that
this would mean trouble for Jehovah’s
witnesses, we decided to leave the village
and go into hiding in the bush. We were
thirty Witnesses all together. We stayed
two months in the bush. However, sud-
denly, on October 5, we found ourselves
surrounded by a large group of youths.
They were all strange faces to me.

“As | tried to walk away, some of them
got hold of me and began beating me with
sticks and kicking me all over my body.
It was impossible for me to see what was
happening to the other brothers. Finally
they left me lying unconscious on the
ground. After regaining consciousness |
tried to look for the other brothers but
did not find them. | decided to leave Ma-
lawi for Zambia. Despite the fact that
my whole body was swollen and my eyes
were full of blood, with Jehovah’ help |
managed to walk many miles to get to
Thamanda hospital in Zambia.”

» Southeast of Blantyre, at Kavunje Vil-
lage, all the Witnesses, men and women,
were badly beaten and forced to walk
naked on the road. One of their children
died from the beating given him. In the
northern region of Malawi, at Nkhotakota,
a Witness woman, pregnant, was stripped
of her clothing and badly beaten. The local
leader of the M.C.P. told small children
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to kick her in the stomach, his purpose
being to try to cause a miscarriage.

Sickening Sex Attacks

Sexual attacks on women of Jehovah’s
witnesses were too numerous as well as
too repugnant to set out here in full.
Typical were these:

» Seventeen-year-old Rahabu Noah of
Mtontho Village, Kasungu, relates: “On
September 26,1972, we received word that
the youths were going from village to
village attacking Jehovah’s witnesses phys-
ically and destroying their houses and
property. The brothers suggested that we
should go and hide ourselves in the bush
and then at night take flight to Zambia.
We were five sisters and three brothers.
We left the village all right but, as we
were going in a small path, we met a
group of about twenty. They began asking
for cards. None of us could produce one
and so they started beating us with sticks
and hitting us with fists. Next they
stripped all of us naked and then con-
tinued to beat us. A group of about ten
youths pushed me aside and carried me
away from the others. While some were
holding my hands and legs the others were
raping me. | saw eight of them taking
turns in raping me one after another.
There was no one with a familiar face in
their group. After beating us up savagely
they left us. Later on | learned that the
other four sisters in our group were also
raped.”

» Funasi Kachipandi of Nyankhu Village,
Lilongwe, gives her experience: “On Oc-
tober 1, 1972, after hearing reports of
attacks on Jehovah’s witnesses, | decided
to run away and cross over to Zambia.
I left immediately along with my nineteen-
year-old daughter, Dailes Kachipandi.

DECEMBER 8, 1972

However, it didnt take long before we
were captured by a group of unknown
youths. They demanded party cards, which
we could not produce. They turned us back
and took us to their office near Chileka
market. In my presence five youths took
turns in raping my daughter. Then one
of them grabbed me and pushed me to
the ground. | tried to plead with him not
to try and rape me as | was in my ninth
month of pregnancy and | was so weak,
but he could not show any human kindness.
He raped me, doing so in the presence of
my daughter. Then they left us. | reported
these matters to the police. They took
statements but did nothing. The following
morning | gave birth to a child and then
left the same day for Zambia, resting from
time to time until we reached Zambia.”

In many other cases the names of the
attackers were known to the victims. Some
held official positions in the Malawi Con-
gress Party.

» At Kamphinga Village, Matilina Chitsu-
10 of Gwizi ViHage was raped by party
branch chairman Kachigongo. At Mkombe
Village, on October 2, 1972, Velenika Ho-
siteni was kept in a room of the office of
the M.C.P. for an entire night by the local
party chairman and the party secretary,
and both raped her. Seven men raped an-
other Witness named Nezelia at the same
office. Upon escaping to Zambia both worn-
en were hospitalized at Misale due to the
physical abuse they had undergone.

We repeat: These incidents are not the
exception. They are but a few of the
hundreds of cases on file.

Yet there was another feature to the
countrywide attack made on the Wit-
nesses, one that made it of even more
serious consequence than the persecution
they had suffered beginning back in 1967.
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LET THESE PEOPLE BE CAST OUT
OF HUMAN SOCIETY!

HAT is essentially what the 1972 Ma-

law! Congress Party’s Annual Conven-
tion resolved regarding Jehovah’s witness-
es in that land.

Meeting in the capital, Zomba, at the
Catholic Secondary School, the party dele-
gates on September 16 adopted a series of
resolutions. We here quote from the
MANA Daily Digest, issued by the Malawi
government’s Ministry of Information and
Broadcast, dated September 18,1972. Page
17 shows that the party delegates went on
record as having:

“(a) Deplored the fact that certain fa-
natical religious sects which oper-
ated like the banned Jehova[h]'s
Witnesses sect, hindered both the
political and economic development
in the country,

Resolved that all the members of
these fanatical religious sects em-
ployed in commerce and industry
should be dismissed forthwith, and
that any commercial or industrial
concern that does not comply with
this resolution should have its li-
cense cancelled.

“(b)

Resolved that all the members of
these fanatical religious sects em-
ployed by the Government should
be dismissed forthwith and that
any member of these sects who is
self-employed, either in business or
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“(©

farming, have his business or farm-
ing activities discouraged.

Resolved that all the members of
these sects who live in the villages
should be chased away from there,
and appealed to the Government
to give maximum possible protec-
tion to members of the party who
deal with the adherents to these
sects.”

“(d)

In reality, the only ones affected by
these resolutions were Jehovah’s witness-
es. No other religious group in Malawi
suffered as they did.

What, actually, were those resolutions
saying? In so many words they said that
Jehovah’s witnesses in Malawi should not
be allowed to have gainful employment
—of any kind, anywhere. They should not
even be allowed to raise food to sustain
themselves. And they should be driven
away from the villages. What would this
leave them?

The only thing left for them would be
to liveas wild animals do in the forests
and bush, as outcasts from human society.

But is not that just our interpretation?
Are these resolutions not meant to be mere
expressions of condemnation without the
real intent of depriving fellow humans of
the very essentials of life?

The facts show that these words were
understood by those hearing them as a
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sentence of utter banishment on Jehovah’s
witnesses, virtually a death sentence.

Consider some of the ways in which
those who were “self-employed, either in
business or farming,” were “discouraged”
in their activities.

Malawi Businessmen Ruined

» B. Lameck Chirwa, a Malawi business-
man and one of Jehovah’s witnesses, re-
turned to Malawi from a Christian assem-
bly in Salisbury, Rhodesia, and found his
fleshly brother, Beneya, unconscious. His
brother, a grocery-store owner, had been
severely beaten by members of the Youth
League for being a Witness. After five
hours his brother revived and was taken
to the hospital, where he spent three days.

But a member of the Youth League had
seen Lameck aiding his brother and soon
League members came to his shop in
Zingwangwa. He was questioned about
having a party membership card. His fail-
ure to produce one resulted in their closing
up his house and his store, locking him
out. They then made him go to Limbe,
where he had a clothing store, operated
by his wife. When she expressed the same
conscientious stand as to a political card,
they closed this store also. When Lameck
decided to go to the Secretary-General of
the Malawi Congress Party, Aleke Banda,
about the closures, he found that the Youth
League members had let the air out of
his tires and taken his car keys. Govern-
ment officials interviewed gave him abso-
lutely no hope of any favorable action—
unless Lameck purchased a party card.
His bank account, like that of all other
known Witnesses, was frozen. Finally he
was able to cash an insurance policy and
take a plane from Malawi to Rhodesia,
leaving behind buildings, furniture, stocks
of clothing and store equipment, a seven-
ton truck and an automobile. The total
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value was $121,800. He had been in busi-
ness since 1959. Now all was gone.

e Another Witness and Malawi business-
man, named Chinondo, operated the Mod-
ern Driving School in Malawi’s major city,
Blantyre. His fleet of cars was confiscated.
Later he saw them parked outside the
Southern Regional Office of the M.C.P.

»  William McLuckie, sixty-four years old,
had lived in Malawi for nearly forty years.
He owned a curio shop in Blantyre. Be-
sides having 11 persons in his imme-
diate employ, he regularly bought curios
from 120 Malawi carvers, family heads.
McLuckie estimated that from 600 to 700
persons depended on this business for in-
come. Because of being a Witness he was
taken to court and given forty-eight hours
to leave the country. About a day after
his expulsion his wife and three children
were given twenty-four hours to leave.

* Some lost more than their businesses,
however. The Rhodesian Sunday Mail of
October 1, 1972, states that a “prominent
Malawi businessman” was “beaten to
death.” He was M. L. Chirwa, a Blantyre
grocery- and bottle-store owner. Reporting
the same incident, The Rhodesia Herald
says: “So far no official action has been
taken on the death of Mr. Chirwa.”

‘Let Them Be Dismissed *

The resolution to drive all employed
Witnesses from their jobs was equally no
mere threat.

« M. R. Kalitera had worked for the post
office since 1949. After twenty-three years
of service he was now dismissed without
pay or pension benefits.

* Witness Kadewere worked for the Min-
istry of Health as an inspector touring
different clinics. He had been trained in
the United States. On going to his home
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in Zomba, be found that his fields of maize
(corn) were being divided up among mem-
bers of the Youth League. Returning to
Blantyre, he found that he had been dis-
missed from his employment. Witness
Kadewere is the father of nine children.

e William Nsangwe passed the Intermedi-
ate Examination of the Chartered Insti-
tute for Secretaries and worked for five
years at City Hall, Blantyre. When diffi-
culties for the Witnesses began, the Town
Clerk called Nsangwe to his office and
questioned him. He was then interviewed
by the Mayor. In both cases when efforts
were made to get him to buy or accept
a party card he refused on conscientious
grounds. Told to ‘go and speak to his wife
and mother and father about the matter,’
he replied that ‘this was a matter of his
own faith, not dependent on father and
mother or wife.” He was dismissed. His
wife Joy, a graduate of the University of
Malawi and a schoolteacher, was also dis-
missed, as was fellow graduate and teacher
Venencia Kabwira, a Witness.

What was true of government employees
was true of those who worked for private
firms.

e W. Lusangazi had worked for Mandala
Motors Limited in Blantyre for over ten
years. He was dismissed, as was Widdas
Madona, who had worked for the same
number of years for Horace Hickling Lim-
ited, Blantyre. Witness Lihoma worked for
United Transport Limited for fifteen years.
He, too, was dismissed.

A number of employers vigorously pro-
tested the compulsion brought on them to
dismiss their Witness employees.

* A Blantyre firm of solicitors even took
the matter to the President himself, seek-
ing—unsuccessfully—to avoid losing two
of their most trusted employees, Luwisi
Kumbemba and L. D. Khokwa. (Khokwa’s
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wife, a schoolteacher, also lost her gov-
ernment post.)

e The Indian proprietor of a clothing
company in Blantyre returned from a trip
to find that the employee to whom he en-
trusted oversight of his firm in his ab-
sence had been forcibly dismissed. The
employee was a Witness, Skennard Mi-
tengo. The owner declared that he was
closing the firm, Crescent Clothing Com-
pany, since he said he could not operate
without this valued employee’s services.
It was expected that a company owned by
certain government officials, the Press
Trading Limited, would take over the
company.

These are but a few cases from an ex-
haustive list of Witnesses who were put
out of work. As far as is known, no Wit-
ness in the entire country is presently
employed. But the campaign did not stop
here.

Fundamental Needs of Life Denied
Malawi is an agricultural country, not
an industrial land. The vast majority of
its people live by farming, working heredi-
tary tracts of land from their small vil-
lages. Most of Jehovah’s witnesses in
Malawi were in this situation. Like all
humans they need such basics as food, wa-
ter, clothing and shelter. Yet a concerted
effort was made to deny them even these.

e At Supuni, Chikwawa area, all the Wit-
nesses had their gardens taken from them
and they were even prevented from draw-
ing water at the local well. To get water
they had to go to the river four miles
away! rox
Literally thousands of homes were
burned or pulled down. Just in Jali Village
alone, in the Zomba area, forty houses

belonging to Witnesses were destroyed by
fire.
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e From the far south of the country, the
Chiromo area, comes this report: “In the
districts of Chiromo, Bangula and Ngulu-
we, all the houses of the brothers and all
their possessions have been destroyed by
Young Pioneers. All the brothers and sis-
ters from Chamera Village have been scat-
tered and are in the bush. All their pos-
sessions have been destroyed.”

» From Gorden Village near Zomba: “All
houses belonging to brothers and sisters
pulled down. All their food and possessions
taken by local Chiefs. All brothers and
sisters have fled this village.”

As one report sums up the housing situ-
ation: “This is the story of many families
of Jehovah’s witnesses. Women and chil-
dren sleeping outside. Some of them sleep
at railway stations. Some at bus stations,
or wherever they can get a place where
they will not be molested.”

e At a village in the Blantyre area, Wit-
ness Mazongoza, a sixty-year-old widow,
was approached by members of the Youth
League who asked her to buy a politi-
cal card. She refused on conscientious
grounds. Over a period of one week, from
September 24 to September 30, they killed
her chickens, one by one, and when she
still refused, they Kkilled her goats, one by
one. These were her only possessions. They
then threatened her own life, causing her
to flee the village.

Many reports are very brief, yet, to one
knowing the circumstances of Malawi,
they speak volumes.

Typically they speak of ‘doors and win-
dows (“6 panes each”) being smashed or
taken.” This may sound like a strange
thing to emphasize. But in the villages of
Malawi, most homes are made of mud
walls and thatched roofs. If one has a door
or window, this is the valuable part
of the whole structure.
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Similarly report after report tells of the
destruction or theft of such things as
‘3 sleeping mats, 3 blankets, 2 chairs, 1
table, 1 tablecloth, 2 neckties, 8 bags of
shelled groundnuts (peanuts), 1 store-
house of unshelled groundnuts.” Again, to
those living in industrial lands this may
seem like a very minor loss. But to those
who lost them this may represent the en-
tire furnishings of their small home, and
the loss of the one crop they depended on
to bring a little money. That ‘1 tablecloth’
may have been the one item the Witness
housewife had to brighten her home.

Sometimes it was a bicycle, a radio or
a sewing machine (for example, “1 hand-
operated sewing machine”) taken from
them. But the loss of a bicycle for them
is equal to the loss of an automobile for
people in other lands. Any one of these
items may represent the equivalent of sev-
eral months’ earnings or may have taken
a year or more of farming and saving to
obtain.

A report directly from the Sinda Misale
camp in Zambia says of the thousands of
Witness refugees there:

“Cattle, sheep, chickens, pigs and goats
have all been taken away from the broth-
ers. Large numbers have had their clothes
and covering taken away from them so
that what they have is just what is on
their bodies. One of the sisters failed to
enter the refugee camp because she was
naked, stripped naked by the M.C.P.
youths. Other sisters in the camp had to
send her something to put on before she
could enter. Practically all the brothers
that have fled from Malawi have nothing
that they left behind. In other words, they
have no material possessions to which to
return.”

Can treatment like that now document-
ed possibly be justified? Consider the
charges made against the Witnesses in
Malawi and then judge for yourself.
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OPPOSE that it were

true that Jehovah’s

witnesses are a “fanatical
sect” that has “hindered
both the political and eco-
nomic development” in
Malawi, as the M.C.P.’s
resolution states. Would
beatings, rapings, the de-
struction of homes and
property, ousting from all
forms of employment and
even murder—would all
this now be justified?

Malawi is a duly con-
stituted republic, founded
on democratic principles.

It has a full body of laws
for the maintenance of
peace, justice and good order. It has a
complete judicial system of law courts
with educated, capable judges. It has an
extensive police system with trained per-
sonnel.

If Jehovah’s witnesses are indeed law-
breakers, why, then, is all this govern-
mental structure not used to handle the
problem? Why are the orderly processes
of legal charges, arrests, court trials or
even imprisonment not used? Why should
the authority and duties of mature and
trained men be turned over to gangs of
immature, untrained and undisciplined
youths to exercise? Yes, why should any
government allow anarchistic elements to
perform its work for it? Does this not
constitute a slight upon itself and its abil-
ity to handle the problem by constitutional
and legal means?

Malawi’s Dignified Goals

The Malawi Congress Party has itself
declared its concern for a high standard
of conduct in the land. The Malawi Times
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of September 14 reported
that one of the subjects
stressed by delegates
to the Party’s 1972 an-
nual convention was “the
importance of proper and
unoffensive conduct.”
The newspaper added
that convention delegates
“emphasized that as Ma-
lawians they should learn
things in a manner which
would not be regarded as
‘shameful and which
would not affect the repu-
tation of Malawi.””

Forceful statements
along these same lines
are attributed to Life
President Dr. H. Kamuzu Banda himself.
The Malawi News of September 19 says:
“Commenting on the resolution passed by
the 1972 annual convention of the Malawi
Congress Party His Excellency the Life
President has emphasized the importance
of good manners and keeping of tradition.”
The paper noted that the Life President
“called upon his people to revive tradition
by teaching their children to respect elders
and parents. He also urged teachers to
teach the children manners.”

These statements in favor of right con-
duct are all highly commendable. They fit
Life President Banda’s opening convention
address in which he stressed “building the
nation on moral and spiritual grounds,
since this was the cornerstone on which a
disciplined nation can be founded.”

The question is: How can the brutal
attacks on Jehovah’s witnesses possibly
be harmonized with these public state-
ments? How can these do other than affect
adversely “the reputation of Malawi”?

AWAKE!



How can such violence possibly ‘build the
nation on moral and spiritual grounds’?

Who Really Hinder the Attaining
of These Goals?

Jehovah’s witnesses in Malawi have
worked hard to bring moral and spiritual
enlightenment to their neighbors, con-
ducting free home studies in God’s Word
the Bible. They have taught thousands of
Malawians to read and write. They them-
selves diligently seek to lead exemplary
lives, with moral cleanness and with love
of God and of neighbor. Surely this is no
‘hindrance’ to the good interests of Ma-
lawi, its government or its people.

But to allow youthful elements to en-
gage in a countrywide campaign of vio-
lence—to ravage homes, possessions and
bodies of men, women and children—how
can this possibly aid in attaining those
goals or work for the good of the country?

After gangs of youths have had a taste
of attacking, destroying, looting and rap-
ing, what is there to guarantee that—
simply because the original group of vie-
tims has ceased to be—these youths will
now stop and return to orderly, peaceful
conduct? What is there to guarantee that
they will not seek new victims, even be-
come a thorny problem for the very gov-
ernment in power? By not taking action
to quell such violence, might not the gov-
ernment actually be lifting the lid off a
‘Pandora’s box of evils’?

Frequently members of the Youth
League, in their attacks on Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, have boasted, “We are the police.”
Instructions from the Police Department
for such youths to report to them have
been ignored. This shows their disrespect
for legally constituted authority.

Not the attackers, but the victims, Je-
hovah’s witnesses, have been the ones
showing respectful recognition of consti-
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tuted authority. How so? Because, as the
Malawi newspapers themselves state, they
consistently directed themselves to the po-
lice when attacked; they dutifully filled
out the required reports and appealed for
the protection that Malawian law provides.
They did not attempt to take the law
into their own hands.

By appealing to law authorities on the
basis of legal rights, Jehovah’s witnesses
simply followed the example of an earlier
Christian. When about to be flogged by
the very soldiers who had rescued him
from an attacking mob, the apostle Paul
called attention to his Roman citizenship,
with the result that the flogging was can-
celed. (Acts 21:30-34; 22:24-29) Later, he
again exercised his legal rights in making
an appeal to Caesar.—Acts 25:9-12.

Paying Back to Caesar What Is Caesar's

Christ Jesus instructed his disciples to
“pay back Caesar’s things to Caesar, but
God's things to God.” (Mark 12:17) Those
attacking Jehovah’s witnesses sometimes
cite these words, claiming that the Wit-
nesses fail to keep them and therefore
rightly suffer. The opposite is the truth.

Read the context of these words in the
Bible. See for yourself that Jesus was
discussing the paying of taxes on that
occasion. Jehovah’s witnesses have an in-
ternational reputation as being among the
most conscientious taxpayers in every
country.

Columnist Guy Wright, commenting in
the San Francisco Examiner about the
Malawi events, said of Jehovah’s witnesses:
“You might regard them as model citizens.
They pay taxes diligently, tend the sick,
battle illiteracy.” Similarly, a New York
Times editorial on October 22 said that
the Witnesses believe that “secular laws
must be obeyed, for example in paying
taxes.” The tax records of any govern-
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ment, Malawi’s included, show this to be
true. In Malawi, during the period from
1953 to 1972, Jehovah’s witnesses have
even officially expelled from their congre-
gations eighteen persons who willfully
failed to pay their taxes. The Witnesses
do not condone such disobedience to secu-
lar law.

The crux of the matter is that, while
Jehovah’s witnesses “pay back Caesar’
things to Caesar,” they are just as careful
to pay back “God’s things to God"—not
to Caesar.

A ,Fanatical Religious Sect?

But is it not fanaticism’ to refuse to
join a political party by the purchase of
a membership card? Or, at least, does not
one become fanatical’ by holding to such
a stand in the face of death?

If this is fanaticism,” then should we
not class Christians of the first century
as fanatics’ also? In the ancient Roman
Empire, the emperor as head of state re-
quired all to render sacrifice to him as a
sign of allegiance. A mere pinch of incense
placed on the flame of the altar was con-
sidered acceptable. What position did the
early Christians take? History tells us:

"Christians refused to . . . sacrifice to the
emperor’s genius— roughly equivalent today
to refusing to salute the flag or repeat the
oath of allegiance. . Very few of the
Christians recanted, although an altar with
a fire burning on it was generally kept in the
arena for their convenience. All a prisoner
had to do was scatter a pinch of incense
on the flame and he was given a Certificate
of Sacrifice and turned free. It was also
carefully explained to him that he was not
worshiping the emperor; merely acknowl-
edging the divine character of the emperor
as head of the Roman state. Still, almost no
Christians availed themselves of the chance
to escape."— “Those About to Die," Daniel
P. Mannix, pp. 135, 137.

In the Book of Culture, by Ethel Rose
Peyser, we read (p. 549):
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"Rome had become gradually full of people
espousing foreign cults, who on demand
would swear allegiance to the divine spirit
of the emperor. The Christians, however,
strong in their faith, would take no such
oath of loyalty. And because they did not
swear allegiance to what we would to-day
consider as analogous to the flag, they were
considered politically dangerous.”

In modern times, it may not be a pinch
of incense and the obtaining of a Certifi-
cate of Sacrifice, but, instead, a salute or
the purchase of a card that is involved.
Nevertheless, with Jehovah’s witnesses
this is a matter of conscience and certainly
they do not become ‘politically dangerous'
by such conscientiousness. Their Christian
neutrality as to all political affairs is based
on God’s Word, the Bible.

Separateness from the World

God’s Son said that his followers would
be “no part of the world,” even as he was
no part of the world, and that “on this ac-
count the world hates you.” (John 15:19)
Christ Jesus abstained from mixing in
the political affairs of the world. He was
neither a supporter of King Herod nor
was he his opposer.

Jehovah’s witnesses maintain the same
strict neutrality, never meddling in politi-
cal affairs. They do not share in uprisings,
riots, revolts or coup d’etats. They pose
no threat to any constituted authority.
At the same time they fix their personal
hopes on God’s righteous Kingdom govern-
ment by his Son and faithfully give it their
full support and allegiance. This they owe
to God. This they cannot give to any hu-
man ruler or government. If ordered to
go contrary to God’s Word, they have no
other recourse but to reply as did the
apostles: “We must obey God as ruler
rather than men.”—Acts 5:29.

No Hindrance to ,Economic *
Do Jehovah’s witnesses hinder Malawi’s
economic development? To the contrary,
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they contribute to it.
Those who employed
them testify to their
good work habits, hon-
esty and industrious-
ness. As the records
have shown, employ-

ers have even risked the ill will of officials
by pleading on behalf of Witness employ-
ees whom they had entrusted with key
positions of responsibility.

As far back as February 11, 1964, a
Watch Tower branch supervisor, Jerker A.
Johansson, met with Dr. H. Kamuzu Ban-
da and pointed out to him that village
headmen had praised the Witnesses for
being among the first to support local
“self-help” projects. A fraction of those
self-help projects that Jehovah’s witnesses
participated in over the years included:
making bricks and cutting grass for
schools, building schools, houses for teach-
ers, roads and bridges. All this was volun-
teer labor, without pay. In fact, the Wit-
nesses often contributed their own money
and materials.
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Malawi’s newspapers attribute

to the country’s Life President

inflammatory statements about
Jehovah's witnesses

Purchase of Political Membership Cards
The key issue focuses on one point: the
refusal of Jehovah’s witnesses to purchase
a membership card of the Malawi Con-
gress Party. This, and not other charg-
es, is the accusation continually leveled
against them. This purchase of cards is
not the payment of a tax. It is the obtain-
ing of membership in a political party.

Yet the attacks on Jehovah’s witnesses
for not purchasing these cards go con-
trary to past statements made by the Ma-
lawi Congress Party’s highest official. Con-
sider:

In 1967, Jehovah’s witnesses in Malawi
came under intense attack and were
banned. On November 30, 1967, The
Times of Blantyre under headlines read-
ing, “VICIOUS SLANDER SAYS PRESI-
DENT,” quoted President H. Kamuzu
Banda as saying: “We did not ban the
Jehovah’ Witnesses because they did not
belong to the Malawi Congress Party.
This is a vicious propaganda against me
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personally and the Government in par-
ticular.”

Two years later, after the President re-
turned from a tour of the Central Region,
Jehovah’s witnesses again received wide
publicity. In a front-page article, The
Times of Blantyre reported: “The Presi-
dent said that for example, it was not the
prayers of the banned sect ‘that made me
say that | want people to be free to renew
cards, from their own hearts, not to be
forced.” ”—October 6, 1969.

Thus Malawi’s highest official went on
public record as opposing the use of force

in the matter of purchasing political mem-
bership cards.

Again the question is one of matchir
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bership card, then does he have the
power and authority to put that desire
into force throughout the country? Or is
it the case that he has lost control of cer-
tain elements of the Malawi Congress
Party that he heads? Surely it cannot be
that the massive campaign of violence
against Jehovah’s witnesses throughout
the length and breadth of Malawi has gone
unnoticed by the Life President.

He was present at the Party’s annual
convention on its last day when the reso-
lutions against Jehovah’s witnesses were
adopted, triggering the wave of intense
violence against them. Following that con-
vention the Malawian press represents Life
President Banda as calling Jehovah’s wit-
nesses the “Devil’s witnesses” and as a
“stupid” sect that “does not respect the
Government” and “does not want to pay



tax.” (The Times, September 18, 1972)
Since Jehovah’s witnesses clearly do re-
spect the government and do pay taxes,
are the newspapers guilty of engaging in
‘vicious propaganda’ when they publish
such inflammatory statements and attrib-
ute these to the country’s highest official?

Similarly, are members of the Youth
League and Young Pioneers now engaging
in ‘vicious pro-
paganda’ when
they use the is- .
sue of political
membership
cards as a jus-
tification for
the recent at-
tacks on the
Witnesses ?
Are they going
contrary to the expressed desire of Mala-
wi’s highest official?

More seriously, what of the frequent
presence of such Government officials as
Gwanda Chakuamba Phiri, MP.< and J.
Kumbweza Banda, M.P., at the scene of
beatings of the Witnesses and the forcible
take-over of their homes and properties?
Are such officials acting contrary to the
Life President’s desires by thus counte-
nancing these acts?

Consider also the dismissal of M. R. Ka-
litera from his post-office position after
twenty-three years of service. Whose in-
struction gave rise to this action? He re-
ceived a letter from A. N. C. Chadzala,
Postmaster General, stating:

“Following our discussion this morning in
which you certified yourself to have been
a member of the Jehovah's Witnesses and
that you are not prepared to buy or renew
the Malawi Congress Party card, | am to
interdict you from duty without pay with
effect from to-day, 4th October 1972.

“2. This follows His Excellency the Life

President's instruction that any civil servant
found and certified to be a member of the
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ex-Jehovah's Witnesses should be dismissed
if he fails to resign from his post.”

Mr. Kalitera inquired about this inter-
diction and received a letter from the of-
fice of the Chief Personnel Officer. Its
second paragraph said:

"2. | wish to confirm what the Postmaster
has already said that His Excellency the
Life President gave directions that any Gov-
ernment em-
ployee who re-
fuses to buy an
M.C.P. Card
has nothing to
do with Gov-
ernment Service
and should ac-
cordingly re-
sign from his
post. In view of
your refusal |
am now ac-
cordingly to accept your resignation from
the Public Service with effect from 4th Octo-
ber, 1972."

All others of Jehovah’s witnesses dis-
missed from government employ received
a similar letter. Are these government
officials defying the wishes of the Life
President and falsifying his position when
they make such statements on government
stationery?

Flight fromthe Country

Jehovah’ witnesses had hoped that the
Government of Malawi, and particularly
its head of state, Life President Dr. H. Ka-
muzu Banda, would act to grant them legal
protection. When this was not forthcom-
ing, they were forced to flee for their lives.
In this they were following the counsel
of God’s Son, who said: “When they per-
secute you in one city, flee to another.”
(Matt. 10:23) There being no other city
or village in all Malawi to flee to, they
were forced to flee to other lands.

But why should God allow such intense
persecution to come upon any seeking to
serve Him? What possible purpose can it
serve?
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WhyDoesGod Permit
SUCHPERSECUTION?

A T Chilomoni in the Blantyre area, at-

tackers said to Jehovah’s witnesses:
“If there is a God, let him see what is
happening to Jehovah’s witnesses and let
him answer them, since he sees, doesnt
he?”

At Chalunda, forty-two Witnesses were
taken to the local Party head, E. Y. Ze-
nengeya, who ordered them to be beaten
by Youth League members. One of these,
named Chimombo, said: “Let your God
rescue you. If he exists, let him throw a
bomb and kill me.”

In the face of such statements, one may
wonder: Just why does God permit those
who worship him to suffer grave atroci-
ties?’

Why Persecution Comes

God’s Word shows that he permits such
persecution today for the same reason that
he permitted his own Son to undergo in-
dignities, suffering and death at the hand
of opposers. Christ Jesus was seized, beat-
en, mocked and ridiculed. When he was
nailed to a stake and dying, men sneered
and made fun of him, saying: “Others he
saved; himself he cannot save! He is King
of Israel; let him now come down off the
torture stake and we will believe on him.
He has put his trust in God; let Him now
rescue him if He wants him, for he said,
I am God’s Son.”” (Matt. 27:39-44) Yet
God did not strike the ridiculers dead on
the spot. Why not?

Because of a great issue that involves
all creatures in heaven and earth. The is-
sue is over the rightfulness of God’s Sov-
ereign rule of the universe. The Bible
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shows that this has been challenged by
God’s adversary. The word “adversary” in
the Hebrew Scriptures is sa-tan' and so
this chief adversary is called “Satan.” The
issue he raised millenniums ago in Eden
was not one of power. For, how easily the
Almighty God could crush any opposition
to his rule in a moment of time! (Num.
16:45) Rather, the issue raised was a mor-
al issue. It placed in question all creatures’
devotion and loyalty to God’s rule, demon-
strated by faithfulness to his laws and ex-
pressed will—Gen. 3:1-5; Job 1:6-12.

Jehovah God has allowed time for this
universal issue to be settled. He has al-
lowed men on earth to demonstrate wheth-
er they favor and support His rule or not.
Those who love righteousness have oppor-
tunity to prove fully their faithfulness and
loyalty under test.

The purpose of God’s adversary there-
fore is to break the faithfulness of those
who do worship God. Satan gains little by
causing their death when they maintain
their integrity to God. Thus, God’ Son,
though facing death, could say to his dis-
ciples on his last night with them: “I
have conquered the world.” (John 16:33)
All the efforts of his Father’s adversary
to turn him aside from a course of integ-
rity had failed. By dying faithful to God
on a torture stake, Christ Jesus gave the
superlative answer to Satan’s challenge,
showing that no suffering was great
enough to break his love for his Father
or his loyalty to God’ sovereignty.

Thousands of years earlier, in the Mid-
die East, a righteous man named Job had
endured similar testing. The historical ac-
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count shows that God’ adversary caused
Job to lose his children and his property.
The marauders who stole Job’s livestock
and killed the men caring for them may
have thought in their hearts that God did
not care. They may have said: Where is
Jehovah now? If he is God, why does he
not send a sword, or a fire, to kill us?’ Yet,
even though God did not destroy them at
that time, nevertheless, the invisible Ad-
versary who sent them met complete de-
feat. How so? What defeated Satan and
his agents was the fact that “in all this
Job did not sin or ascribe anything im-
proper to God.” He maintained faith in
God and endured the test with integrity.
—Job 1:22.

Note that, unlike Jesus, Job was not
killed during his test. He survived his trou-
bles to see happiness and long life. Simi-
larly, the great majority of Witnesses in
Malawi have survived with their lives.
Does this survival of Job and of the ma-
jority of Witnesses from Malawi mean that
they are specially favored by God over
those who died under persecution? Obvi-
ously not, inasmuch as Jehovah God per-
mitted his own Son to be put to death.
But the fact that some do die gives posi-
tive proof that neither death itself nor the
threat of it will cause God’s true servants
to disobey his Word and its righteous prin-
ciples.

Just as in ancient times, so God’s ser-
vants today meet a wide variety of tests.
Thereby they provide a full, complete an-
swer to Satan’s challenge, no aspect of loy-
alty and endurance being left out. We read
of God’s servants in the past who died un-
der torture, “in order that they might at-
tain a better resurrection,” while “others
received their trial by mockings and
scourgings, indeed, more than that, by
bonds and prisons. They were stoned, they
were tried, they were sawn asunder, they
died by slaughter with the sword, they
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went about in sheepskins, in goatskins,
while they were in want, in tribulation,
under ill-treatment.” (Heb. 11:35-37) But
they remained faithful to God and received
his favor. In due time, they will reap the
reward of life in God’s new order, for God
is “the rewarder of those earnestly seek-
ing him.”—Heb. 11:6.

Some faithful women in modern times
have had to endure grave indignities, in-
human treatment that is shocking, repug-
nant. Yet thereby further proof is given
that
—can break the integrity of God’s wit-
nesses. Some brutal attacks leave physi-
cal scars; others, such as sexual attacks
or seeing one’s child beaten to death, may
leave mental and emotional scars.

Yet Jehovah God will wipe away all
such scars under the rule of his Son’s
kingdom. As with his people Israel of long
ago, His promise will hold true concerning
such suffering: “The former things will
not be called to mind, neither will they
come up into the heart.” The blessings of
that righteous new order will cause all
earlier sufferings to fade away as they are
replaced by joys and pleasantness that are
unending. (Isa. 65:17-19) Seen in retro-
spect, all those tests and trials will appear
as the apostle Paul viewed them, as “mo-
mentary and light” in comparison with
the grand and eternal reward gained.
—2 Cor. 4:17, 18.

What Else Is Accomplished

Other valuable things are accomplished
by God’ allowance of persecution. One of
these has to do with the persecutors them-
selves.

Some persecutors may be like Saul of
Tarsus, who was “breathing threat and
murder” against Christ’s disciples. He ac-
tually approved and shared in the murder
of some, while hounding others through-
out Palestine. (Acts 9:1; 7:58-8:3) Yet,
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when he saw matters in their true light,
Saul thereafter became one of Christ’s
most zealous apostles. He then proved his
own faithfulness under persecution. And
he was deeply grateful and thanked God
for His great patience and undeserved
kindness that allowed him to turn from
his misguided course.—1 Cor. 15:9, 10.

So the Christians who suffer today can
rejoice that God’s patience may allow some
persecutors to turn and gain eternal life
in God’s new order. Also, many other per-
sons who observe or read about what is
taking place may be enabled to see the true
issue in its clarity and take their stand on
God’s side.

Of course, something else is accom-
plished. God’s permission of persecution in
time exposes those who are really his hard-
set enemies and who refuse to change.

Their persistence in attacking Christians
even when faced with the evidence of their
innocence will condemn them as knowing,
willful opposers of God. It will give God
full justification for judging them worthy
of destruction when he brings this earth-
wide unrighteous, violent system of things
soon to its end.—2 Thess. 1:69".

Long ago the apostle Peter wrote fel-
low Christians: “Beloved ones, do,not be
puzzled at the burning among you, which
is happening to you for a trial, as though
a strange thing were befalling you.” (IPet.
4:12) Jehovah’s witnesses today, in Ma-
lawi and elsewhere in the world, are not
puzzled at what is happening. They know
why persecution is being allowed by God.
And they are confident of the final re-
suits, to God’s honor and to their own
everlasting blessing.

WhatJehovah'sW thessesWil1®

AND WHAT YOU CAN DO

EHOVAH’S WITNESSES in Malawi, as
,J in other lands, have a clear conscience.
They have done nothing against man or
government. And by their course of loyal
integrity toward God’s laws they have not
offended God. They can join the apostle
Paul in saying: “l am exercising myself
continually to have a consciousness of
committing no offense against God and
men.”—Acts 24:16.

Jehovah’s witnesses have no intention
of stopping their loyalty to God. They will
keep right on doing what his Word in-
structs. And as true followers of Christ
Jesus, they will continue to be submissive
to the “superior authorities” in whatever
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land they reside. (Rom. 13:1) They will
not attempt to take the law into their own
hands to retaliate against those persecut-
ing them. God’s Son did not do that. Of
him, the apostle Peter writes: “Christ suf-
fered for you, leaving you a model for you
to follow his steps closely. He committed
no sin, nor was deception found in his
mouth. When he was being reviled, he did
not go reviling in return. When he was
suffering, he did not go threatening, but
kept on committing himself to the one
who judges righteously.”—1 Pet. 2:21-23.

To resort to threats, attempts at bring-
ing political or economic pressures, or stir-
ring up violence against opposers, would
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only cause Jehovah’s witnesses to be mold-
ed over into the image of their attackers.
This would cost them God’ approval. In-
stead, they will follow the apostle’s in-
spired counsel: “Return evil for evil to no
one. ... Do not avenge yourselves, be-
loved, but yield place to the wrath; for
it is written: “Vengeance is mine; | will
repay, says Jehovah.”... Do not let your-
self be conquered by the evil, but keep
conguering the evil with the good.” (Rom.
12:17-21) Thus, Jehovah’s witnesses look
to God’ just means for bringing true and
lasting relief.

Full Faith in God% Power to Sustain

It is their faith in God’s promises that
enables Jehovah’s witnesses to take this
course. Though God lets them be tested for
a season, he will never abandon them. Op-
posers may take away their very means
of livelihood, yet God’s promise remains
true: “I will by no means leave you nor
by any means forsake you.” They are
therefore of good courage and say: “Jeho-
vah is my helper; | will not be afraid.
What can man do to me?” (Heb. 13:5, 6)
They know that God will help to sustain
them, materially and otherwise, in their
time of need, and that even if they should
die, he will bring them back to life in his
new order.—Acts 24:15.

They are encouraged because they per-
sonally experience his help as he gives
them strength to endure and wisdom to
cope with their problems. Like Paul and
his fellow Christians, Jehovah’s witnesses
in Malawi or in refugee camps can say:
“We are pressed in every way, but not
cramped beyond movement; we are per-
plexed, but not absolutely with no way
out; we are persecuted, but not left in the
lurch; we are thrown down, but not de-
stroyed. Always we endure everywhere in
our body the death-dealing treatment giv-
en to Jesus.”—2 Cor. 4:8-10.
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They take real comfort in this sure
knowledge: Jehovah God will never per-
mit his people to be broken up and de-
stroyed. They may lose property and pos-
sessions, true. Some may even be Killed,
though usually this is only a small minori-
ty. Yet they know that since God through
his appointed heavenly judge, Jesus Christ,
is backing his people, he will never per-
mit them to be annihilated.

They will continue to be obedient to the
laws of this world’s political systems, com-
mitting no acts of disrespect toward them.
At the same time Jehovah’s witnesses will
steadfastly maintain their separateness
from the world. They will continue to
stand foursquare for God’s Kingdom gov-
ernment as their true hope and confidence.
Their having God’s approval depends on
this.—John 18:36.

Efforts on Behalf of Those Persecuted
Jehovah’s witnesses in Malawi have
looked to God in prayer for the help they
need to pass their time of crisis success-
fully, faithfully. Their spiritual brothers
around the world likewise pray on their
behalf, as did early Christians when the
apostle Peter was imprisoned and in dan-
ger of death. (Acts 12:5) The apostle Paul
asked for his brothers’ prayers that he
might be delivered from the unbelievers in
Judea. (Rom. 15:30, 31) You, too, can add
your voice in prayer to God on behalf of
Christians today who suffer unjustly.
God’s Son long ago gave an illustration
in which he likened the peoples of earth
to sheep and goats being separated by a
shepherd. He explained that he himself
would do such a separating work at the
time of his presence for judgment. That
his presence would be unseen is evident
from his stating that those involved would
say to him: “Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty, and give
you something to drink? When did we see
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you a stranger and receive you hospitably,
or naked, and clothe you? When did we
see you sick or in prison and go to you?”
Jesus said that he would answer: “To the
extent that you did it to one of the least
of these my brothers, you did it to me.”
—Matt. 25:31-40.

Some in Malawi and in other places have
seen the suffering of Christian witnesses
of Jehovah and have given aid and com-
fort. Recognizing their innocence and the
truthfulness of their message, some have
taken a stand with the Witnesses for what
is right. This has resulted in persecution
for some of these also. But they can re-
joice, because Jehovah God and his Son
see and will reward them. To ‘sheeplike’
persons Jesus promised he would say:
“Come, you who have been blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you.” Thereby they avoid having to “de-
part into everlasting cutting-off,” the com-
plete destruction reserved for those who
take an opposite course.—Matt. 25:34, 46.

It is to be hoped that many persons in
Malawi will yet show compassion toward
Jehovah’s Christian witnesses, yes, and ad-
miration for the remarkable record of firm
faith and unbreakable devotion they have
shown for God’s kingdom by his Son. It
may also be hoped that those in official
positions will recognize that Jehovah’s
witnesses constitute no threat to their
country and are a force for righteousness
and high moral standards, qualities that
work for the lasting good of any people,
and that these officials will take steps to
rectify the wrongs done to them, thereby
dignifying their nation before all onlookers.

The appeal of Jehovah’s witnesses of
Malawi, whether inside the country or in
refugee camps outside, is simply that the
Government of Malawi grant them the
provisions set forth in the Constitution of
the Republic of Malawi. That document,
in its first chapter, states:
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“(iii) The Government and the people of
Malawi shall continue to recognize
the sanctity of the personal liberties
enshrined in the United Nations Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights,
and of adherence to the Law of Na-
tions;

No person should be deprived of his
property without payment of fair
compensation, and only where the
public interest so requires:

All persons regardless of colour, race
or creed should enjoy equal rights
and freedoms.”

These recent events in Malawi involving
Jehovah’s witnesses provide an opportu-
nity for the highest officials of the coun-
try to demonstrate their interest in these
provisions of the Constitution of the Re-
public of Malawi. Will they now act to
restore these lawful rights to Jehovah’s
Christian witnesses who are citizens of
Malawi?

You may personally wish to express
yourself on behalf of those who have suf-
fered so intensely in Malawi, by writing
to the proper authorities in that country,
conveying to them your concern and com-
passion for such ones and your appeal for
swift relief on their behalf. We list below
the names of officials to whom such appeal
may be appropriately sent.

“(iv)

“(v)

ADDRESSES OF OFFICIALS
His Excellency the Life President, Dr. H. Kamuzu
Banda
Central Government Offices
Box 53
Zomba, Malawi

The Honourable A. A. Muwalo Nqumayo, M.P.
Minister of State (President’s Office)

Central Government Offices

Box 53

Zomba, Malawi

The Honourable A. M. Nyasulu, M.P.
Speaker of National Assembly

Central Government Offices

Box 53

Zomba, Malawi /
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More Bible Versions

@ The Bible, the whole or in
part, is now translated into
1,473 languages and dialects,
according to the National Geo-
graphic Society. It estimates
that linguists are currently
working on 500 new versions.

The Church’s ‘Radical Sons*

¢ Just eight years ago Catho-
lie scholar Garry Wills devoted
over 80 percent of his book
Politics and Catholic Freedom
to defending the Church as
“mother and teacher.” Now,
Wills" current book Bare Ru-
ined Choirs: Doubt, Prophecy
and Radical Religion makes an
abrupt about-face. He quotes
the Church’s so-called ‘radical
sons,” priests, who, while ac-
knowledging the Church’s er-
rors nevertheless stay with it,
as saying: “Yes, she’s a whore,
but she’s our mother.” Review-
ing Wills” current book, G.
North pointedly asks in the
Wall Street Journal: “If she
is a whore, why would her
‘sons’ want to be linked to the
family, but if she is not a
whore, why would she tolerate
the presence of such sons?”

Rage Against Chaplains

@ How have American mili-
tary men serving in Vietnam
viewed chaplains? After inter-
viewing veterans of the war,
R. J. Lifton answers in the
November 1972 Atlantic maga-
zine: “The very mention of
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a military chaplain quickly
brought forth smirks, jibes,
and the kind of uneasy laugh-
ter suggested by the half-
conscious witticism, ‘Those
chaplains—oh my God!" With
bitter enthusiasm, they gave
endless examples of chaplains
blessing the troops, their mis-
sion, their guns, their Killing.
As one of the men put it
‘Whatever we were doing . . .
murder . . . atrocities . . . God
was always on our side."" Fu-
nerals of American servicemen
were used as opportunities for
chaplains to urge: “kill more
of” the enemy.

Psychiatrists and Suicide

@ Psychiatrists claim to un-
derstand the workings of the
human mind. They should have
the keenest emotional balance.
Yet, studies show that the
suicide rate among psychia-
trists is highest of all medical
specialities! Various explana-
tions have been attempted for
this paradox. But one of the
frankest appears in a recent
Journal of the American Med-
ical Association. Dr. W. C.
Ellerbroek of Sunset Beach,
California, writes: “Speaking
as a psychiatrist, 1 contend
that professionals in the field
should maintain a high index
of suspicion as to the validity
of psychiatric teachings until
we have the lowest suicide rate
of any professional group, not
the highest.”

Pornography’s Adverse Results
@ Some people say that por-
nography has no adverse ef-
fects on viewers. Thus, Ted Me-
llvenna, a Methodist minister
and chairman of the Commit-
tee on Human Sexuality of the
World Council of Churches, re-
cently told a federal judge in
Portland, Oregon, that “pornog-
raphy has a therapeutic value
in society.” But, in recommend-
ing tougher anti-pornography
laws in Britain, a citizens” re-
port connects sex crimes with
pornography. David Holbrook,
iIn The Guardian, adds that
pornography has made a
“whole generation of young
people . . . actually addicted to
sexual perversions.” It breeds,
he believes, sexual impotence.
Women, he says, are ‘increas-
ingly enraged at having to
compete with the super-
goddess of pornography.”

Divorce Climbs

@ The Chicago Bun-Times re-
ports that divorce rates are
still climbing in the United
States. The ratio has now
reached an average of 455
divorces for every 1,000 new
marriages. Fourteen states
have ratios over 500, including
Montana with a staggering
803 and Oregon with 768.
Heavily populated California’s
ratio is 755.

Gonorrhea in Youth

¢@ San Diego County, in south-
ern California, reports that
gonorrhea among 15 to 19-
year-olds grew from 132 to
1,041 cases in the 1961-71
period; among 20- to 24-year-
olds the leap was from 303 to
1,927 cases. The “horrifying”
story the statistics tell moved
public health official Dr. Don-
aid G. Ramras to tell area
educators: “If schoolchildren
had measles to the same extent
they now have VD, their par-
ents would be pounding on
your doors and picketing your
offices demanding action. But
they are not. And meanwhile
a rip-roaring epidemic sweeps
through the public unchecked.”
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Worst Air Disaster

¢ The worst air disaster in
commercial aviation history is
reported to have occurred near
Moscow’s international airport
in mid-October. All 176 persons
aboard a Soviet Ilyushin-62
passenger jet are said to have
been killed when it crashed in
rainy weather. Sources claim
the airport's instrument land-
ing system was out of opera-
tion. The flight had originated
in Paris, France.

Football Injuries

@ A recent study of 40 Ameri-
can college football teams re-
veals that during the 1970 fall
season 1,468 players suffered
a total of 2,782 injuries. These
included 2,040 sprains, contu-
sions and strains; 180 concus-
sions; 118 fractures; 69 dislo-
cations; 26 cases of heat ex-
haustion. One player was
killed. Almost 7 percent of the
injuries are expected to be
long-time disabilities. The
knee, ankle and face were the
most common parts of the

body harmed. Most injuries
occurred during scheduled
games.

The Tallest Firetraps

¢@ Of increasing concern to
firemen in large cities are sky-
scrapers. They may be fire-
traps! Some 2,000 buildings in
New York city are now taller
than the fire department's
longest ladder. Canadian stud-
ies indicate that it takes two
hours and eleven minutes to
clear a 50-story building. De-
signed for economy and style
rather than safety, many
feature ‘core construction.’
Stairs, pipes and ducts are in
a central chimney-like shaft
that sucks flames and gases
up a tall building in minutes.
Automatic elevators often jam.
Central air conditioning means
sealed windows. Some plastics
used in furniture, tile and even
insulation create poisonous and
explosive gases.
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Soviet Sports Drive

@ A massive program is under
way in the Soviet Union to
popularize sports. Laws now
make it mandatory that every
new housing project include a
sports area such as a court,
gym or swimming pool. Chil-
dren are taught to swim at the
age of five. The USSR School
Games, involving youngsters
from all over the country, seek
potential Olympic contenders
in rural areas. Even television
is being pressed into sports'
service. A Soviet television
official says: “We judge a
[sports] commentator not only
by the way he keeps people
glued to the TV set, but by the
way he talks them into going
out and trying for themselves."

Suburban Shoplifting

@ Once considered a problem
only for larger city stores,
shoplifting now menaces the
U.S. suburbs. One stationer
says he spends 30 to 40 percent
of this time “being a policeman
rather than a | merchant.”
While mirrors, television cam-
eras and signs are used by
many businesses to discourage
shoplifting, these also create
an unfriendly climate for hon-
est customers. Young people
are the most frequent offend-
ers. Merchants once called
parents when a youngster was
caught stealing. But many now
directly contact the police,
since, as one counselor says,
“l haven't had one parent yet
who took [his child’s shoplift-
ing] seriously.”

Is It Really Appendicitis ?

@ The Medical Tribune reports
a Japanese study showing that
over 62 percent of appendec-
tomies performed in that na-
tion are unnecessary. The
study was based on over 8,000
operations performed during
the last twenty-five years.

More Guns

@ Much of the violent crime
in the United States during
1971, including 65 percent of

all murders, involved the use
of guns. Handguns are now
“flooding the market." Their
availability encourages crime.
A recent “Prisoner of the
Year,” when asked what he
would do when released said:
“Do what | always did, get a
pistol and stick up anything
that moves.” Nor does carry-
ing a gun necessarily aid the
victim of a crime. Myron Du-
Bain told the American Bar
Association's Annual Meeting:
“The weapon merely becomes
another aid to the attacker,
the expert on guns and force.”

Child Murderers

@ Five carefully studied in-
fant slayings in the Cleveland,
Ohio, area, show that a pre-
school child is capable of mur-
der. The victims, ranging in
age from one and a half
to eight months, had been
dropped, bitten and beaten to
death. Their assailants were
children two to eight years old,
apparently motivated by jeal-
ousy. Can parental training
start too early?’

Courts Permit Polygraph

Evidence
¢ Contested polygraph (lie
detector) tests have been per-
mitted as court evidence for
the first time in the United
States. Two judges, one in
Detroit, Michigan, and the
other in Washington, D.C,
allowed polygraph  results
within days of each other. For
almost fifty years such tests
were permitted only by mutual
agreement of prosecution and
defense.

Old Weapons Kill

¢@ Since 1945 thousands of
Germans have been killed or
injured by old World War Il
bombs. Though failing to ex-
plode when originally dropped,
bombs often accidentally deto-
nate when later found, usually
by children and construction
workers. Last year, in just the
state of Rhineland-Palatinate
a special government squad
found 115 bombs, as well as
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47,000 pounds of ammunition,
over 20,000 hand grenades and
88 mines. German coastal wa-
ters are also being searched
for old mines, torpedoes and
rocket shells.

Medical Costs

@ How much does an office
visit to a doctor in the United
States cost? The 1972 Profile
of Medical Practice reports the
1970 average as: general prac-
tice, $8.46; pediatrics, $9.95;
obstetrics-gynecology, $14.23;
surgery, $14.72; internal medi-
cine, $17.81; and psychiatry,

$32.64.

(4 N
False Burglar Alarms
¢ Home security in the United
States is now a $75-million7a-
year industry. One currently
popular item is the “dialer,”
an alarm that automatically
telephones police when activat-
ed. However, wind, rain, light-
ning, pets, power failures and
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poor maintenance also set off
their signals. Manufacturers
and police officials estimate
that 85 percent to 99 percent
of “dialer” signals are false
alarms. Now, some communi-
ties are leveling fines for such
accidents. Advising neighbors
or police before taking an ex-
tended leave is still considered
the best precaution against
rising burglaries.

Greater Gap Between

Rich and Poor
@ On the surface it may ap-
pear that vast technological
advances were made in the
poorer nations in the 1960-71
period. But in some of these
nations, the poorest 10 percent
of the population actually
grew poorer. In terms of 1970
dollars, the 1960 output per
person was $2,145 in developed
nations and $173 in the less
developed ones. But in 1971 it

What was

life

was $3,150 and $238. Twenty-
five percent of the labor force
was un(der)employed in the
developing countries in 1970,
and the figure is climbing.
There are also currently 800
million illiterates, 100 million
more than in 1950.

Drinking Slows Brain

¢ Even small amounts of al-
cohol slow down the hrain’s
ability to process information.
A study conducted at the Uni-
versity of California in Los An-
geles by Dr. Herbert Mosko-
witz noted that even one drink
slowed down the brain's pro-
cesses by 11.5 percent. The re-
search psychologist said: “If
this delay occurs in a fairly
simple, structured laboratory
test, we can assume a much
more serious slowing down in
an unexpected and vastly more
complicated automobile driv-
ing situation.”

like in early Bible

times? What did people eat, drink and
wear? What did they do for entertain-
ment? In what kind of homes did they
live? Do you know?

Factual
questions are found

answers to these and hundreds of similar
in Aid to Bible Understanding.

This illustrated volume of 1,700 pages, with many maps
and charts, was over five years in preparation. Some
250 researchers in more than 90 countries contributed
to the work. One appreciative reader wrote: “It draws
one closer to the people in ancient Bible times, their
way of life, how they thought, worked, served God, etc.“

You can have your copy by sending just $7.

117 ADAMS ST.

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11201

Please send me the volume Aid to I1$\ble Understanding, for which | enclose $7.
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LAWLESSNESS
CAN BE CURBED

Proper education is a major factor. When people reg-
ularly read and apply the Bible’s moral guidance, their
lives are changed for the better. An early American pres-
ident, Thomas Jefferson, said: “The studious perusal of
the Sacred Volume will make better citizens .. . The Bible
makes the best people in the world.”

Now you can read the Bible in easy to"understand modern-day
language. Reading the New World Translation of the Holy Scrip-
tures has beneficially changed the lives of thousands of persons.
Its regular 1,472-page hardbound edition, complete with con-
cordance, appendix and maps, is available in English, Spanish,
Portuguese, Italian, Dutch and German, for only $1 per copy.

The deluxe, with the same features as the regular edition, has
a flexible black cover and gold-edged pages. Only in English. It
is $3.

Available, too, is the large-print edition, only in English. Its
type and page size are the same as in the main part of this
magazine. Send only $5 for this splendid 1,376-page Bible, black
covered with gold lettering.

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11201
Please send me postpaid the following copy or copies of the New World Translation of the Holy
Scriptures that | have checked and for which I enclose $............. : Regular edition ($1) English O;
Spanish 0; Portuguese O; Italian O; Dutch O; German O; deluxe edition, English $32 0; large-
print edition, English ($5) Q Also, send as a gift with the Bible the booklet ((Look! 1 Am Making
All Things New.’
Number and Street
NAIME e e or Route and BOX ...
C LY ettt et STALe i e Zip Code...ccoovvrriiens

In: AUSTRALIA: 11 Beresford Rd. Strathfield, N.SW. ENGLAND: The Ridgeway, London NW?7 1RN.
CANADA: 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 390, Ont. SO. AFRICA: Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsfontein, Transvaal.
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