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"t is already the hour for you to awake/"

— Romans 13:11

Volume LIII Brooklyn, N.Y., July 8, 1972 Number 13
hroughout the
ages, man has bene- Anom-fam
fited from the animal _
creation. Besides pro- _ ID NC
viding dairy products II 1 IF IEI X v C m m

and wool for clothing, some animals, such
as the camel, donkey, horse, elephant and
water buffalo, have long furnished power
for transportation or heavy work. Man’s
interest in animals, however, has not been
limited to their utilitarian value.

Back in the second millennium before
our Common Era, the patriarch Jacob
used a variety of animals—from the lion
cub and strong-boned ass to the horned
snake and slender hind—to describe char-
acteristics among certain of his twelve
sons. (Gen. 49:9, 14, 17, 21, 27) And in
his far-ranging wisdom, King Solomon
spoke not only of the trees, from the cedar
to the hyssop, but also *“about the beasts
and about the flying creatures and about
the moving things and about the fishes.”
(1 Ki. 4:32, 33) So, man has long appre-
dated the animal creation for more than
its material benefits. He has found it an
intriguing subject for investigation and a
genuine source of enjoyment.

Yes, how much richer in interest life on
this planet is because of the animal ere-
ation. A walk through the cool shade of
a forest is pleasant in itself. But when you
see an occasional squirrel or chipmunk or
hear their chatter, or listen to the song
of a thrush, or watch a woodpecker drill-
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ing his way in to his meal in the bark
of a tree, does this not add greatly to your
pleasure of being there?

Best of all, these creatures reveal some-
thing to us about our Creator. The enor-
mous variety of creatures inhabiting
earth’s land and seas simply staggers the
imagination. And their different forms,
colors, living habits and abilities give rea-
son to marvel at their Creator’s wisdom,
the incredible scope of his artistry and
inventiveness.

Source of Companionship

Men have also found a measure of com-
panionship among animals. Particularly on
farms, a boy and his dog sometimes seem
inseparable. At night, the lonely shepherd
finds enjoyment in the presence of his
sheep dog. Similar relationships develop
between the cowherd and his horse, or the
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Arab bedouin and
his camel. But in
these cases the
creature usually
serves some basic
purpose other than
just companionship.
That leaves another
category of animal
relationships: that
of “pets.”

Not just dogs and
cats, but baby alii-
gators, boa constric-
tors, panthers, ot-
ters, monkeys and

just about any creature you might find in
a zoo can also be found in some homes
around the earth. The disciple James’
words are as true today as they were nine-
teen hundred years ago: “For every spe-
cies of wild beast as well as bird and creep-
ing thing and sea creature is to be tamed
and has been tamed by humankind.”—Jas.
3:7.

However, as an article in Life magazine
(April 9, 1971) pointed out: “The experts
agree [that] wild animals make poor
house pets—and most homes make very
poor zo00s.” One dealer in “exotic” ani-
mals states that “75% of all imported
animals die within the first year.” The
noise, frequent damage to the home, as
well as the smell, often leave the owners
of wild animal pets disenchanted. Fre-
quently the “pet” winds up in a backyard
cage, a roadside zoo, or is destroyed.
Large zoos generally do not want these
animals, since they have been spoiled as
far as living peaceably with other zoo ani-
mals is concerned.

A major problem is that the owner’s
freedom is often greatly limited by having
a so-called “exotic” pet. Owners of large
cats, such as leopards and lions, find they
not only cannot afford to have good furni-
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ture or rugs, but they often are afraid to
leave on a vacation, finding it extremely
difficult to have the wild animal cared for
in their absence.
owns a South American jungle cat as say-
ing: “For all the lack of freedom you have
by owning them, and for all the lack of
freedom they have by being owned by you,
you might as well make them into fur
coats.”

It seems evident that, in many cases
at least, certain animal pets are simply
“out of place” in homes. Some are of such
size and nature that they were obviously
made to roam the wide open spaces or
slink through the deep forest or jungle
regions. Others, like the alligator and ot-
ter, were designed to be around bodies of
water. Others need trees (not living-room
chandeliers or curtains) to climb about in.
Still others need food that is simply not
native to the area of the owner’s residence.
When they are brought into the residence
of humans, something, as it were, ‘has to
give.” This is true to a lesser degree when
the animal is kept in the family yard. The
‘giving’ is largely on the part of the owner
and may involve remolding one’s way of
living to accommodate the animal.

Owners sometimes go to amazing ex-
tremes to accommodate a pet. One family
with a pet otter had two bathrooms in
their home. The humans all shared one
and turned the other over to the private
use of the otter. As the Life article re-
ports: “Slowly, many owners find the pet
has become the master.”

AWAKE!
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ERHAPS you do not have a leopard,
Pan otter or a boa constrictor in your
home or backyard. Perhaps you have one
of the more usual, small, domesticated
type of animal—maybe even just a dog or
cat. Though this be the case, there still
may be a question as to whether or not
the animal is “out of place,” either physi-
cally or in other ways. Your own attitude
and dealings with the pet could be the
cause of such wrong relationship. How can
we determine that? By considering the
purpose for which animals were designed
by their Creator and ours, and the rela-
tionship with man to which He assigned
them.

The Bible account shows that, of all
earth’s creatures, only man was made in
God’s image and likeness. He was given
dominion over all others of earth’s crea-
tures. (Gen. 1:26-28) Though interested
in the animal creation and in naming its
many members, Adam “found no helper as
a complement of him” among them. (Gen.
2:19, 20) They were all subhuman, well
described by Jesus’ disciples Peter and
Jude as “unreasoning animals.”—2 Pet.
2:12; Jude 10.

True, animals play, they display emo-
tions such as pleasure, depression, affec-
tion, fear, anger and anxiety. They also

JULY 8, 1972

differ from one another as individuals,
showing distinctive characteristics be-
tween kinds and within kinds. Yet, as Hans
Bauer, on the basis of much evidence and
research, points out in his book Animals
Are Quite Different (translated from Ger-
man by James Cleugh): “However much
[an animal’s] actions may resemble, in
their effects, those of human beings . . .
it is never upon'abstract ideas that an
animal bases its career or even the sepa-
rate acts of which that career is composed.
.. . Nothing an animal does or omits to
do ever happens anywhere in consequence
of a train of ideas, deliberate consider-
ation or belief.” Rather, he concludes, “It
is a result of the environmental conditions
with which the animal has to cope.”
—Page 34; compare Psalm 32:9.

It has been demonstrated time and again
that the “wisdom” of animals, displayed
in ability to do such things as construct
dams (beavers), build honeycombs (bees),
spin intricate webs (spiders), and similar
things, is instinctive wisdom. These feats
are performed by the creatures even
though raised separately from others of
their kind. That wisdom was built into
their genetic makeup by the Creator.

Many animals, of course, can be trained
to do things that are new to them, not
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part of their inherited abilities. But this
is always limited by, and dependent on,
the natural qualities of the particular ani-
mal kind involved. A monkey, for example,
can be trained to ride a bicycle or skate
on ice; yet it can never be trained to do
the work of a sheep dog in watching over
a flock or bringing the flock in or out of
a pen. Nor do all breeds of dogs lend
themselves equally well to be trained for
sheep work.

Humans, by contrast, can form ideas,
they can use deductive and inductive rea-
soning, reaching conclusions that require
going from a specific case or incident to
the formation of a general rule, or they
can reason from cause to effect or effect
to cause. Man can therefore use knowl-
edge and understanding gained from past
experiences to solve new problems that
arise. He can thus consciously and of his
own will build on his knowledge and un-
derstanding. He can also comprehend, be-
lieve in and hold to standards of right and
wrong, good and bad, justice and injustice.
Animals can do none of these things.

Need for Caution

If we are concerned about pleasing God
in our lives, there is need for caution with
regard to the pets we may have. We may
note that a wrong attitude toward the
animal creation was involved in the first
woman’s fall into rebellion against God.
She let herself be swayed by words ap-
pearing to come from the mouth of a ser-
pent, a creature instinctively “cautious,”
yet still an ‘unreasoning animal.—Gen.
3:1-6.

Throughout the centuries since, false
worship has often involved a wrong view
of animal creation. Crocodiles, baboons
and bulls have been kept in temples, there
being bathed, perfumed and fed the finest
of foods, while humans in the same area
lived in wretched conditions with hunger.
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Mighty nations have taken a certain ani-
mal or bird as the proud symbol of their
government and people, jealously venerat-
ing that animalistic symbol.

Even though not deifying an animal as
sacred, what if we should treat a pet ani-
mal as though it were virtually on a level
with humans? What if we showed even
greater interest and concern for it than we
did for other humans, slighting their in-
terests on behalf of the animal? What if
we were willing to go to great lengths and
expense to alleviate animal suffering in
general but failed to ‘love our neighbor
as ourselves’ and compassionately aid oth-
ers in the way God’s Son did while on
earth? (Mark 6:34) In any such case,
would this not be putting the animal in a
position where it does not belong?

While perhaps rare, cases are reported
of persons who let their pet animal sit at
the meal table with them and eat from
a plate with the human members of the
household. Some persons make out wills
bequeathing sums running into thousands
of dollars for the care of some pet animal.
Others will go to great expense to keep
alive some aged and diseased animal, even
risk endangering the health of others in
the home by retaining the animal there.

We may recall that the inspired writer
Jude expresses God’s condemnation and
judgment of those angels that “did not
keep their original position but forsook
their own proper dwelling place,” doing
that which was “unnatural” to their spirit
nature and divinely assigned status. (Jude
6, 7) When humans attempt to elevate ani-
mals to a human level they are, in fact,
degrading themselves, not keeping the dig-
nified, superior position in which God
originally placed man. At the same time
they are putting the animals in a relation-
ship that is “out of place” with God’s pur-
pose, in an “unnatural” one with man.

But might not the account at 2 Samuel
AWAKE!



12:1-6 be cited as a justification for some
of the practices mentioned earlier in deal-
ing with pets? There the prophet Nathan
told King David of a poor man who bought
a small female lamb, preserving it alive
while it grew up with him and his sons.
The account says: “From his morsel it
would eat, and from his cup it would drink,
and in his bosom it would lie, and it came
to be as a daughter to him.” Then a rich
man possessing many sheep took the lamb
away from the man and used it to feed a
visitor. David found the account believable,
not farfetched, for at the story’s conclu-
sion he said in heated anger: “As Jehovah
is living, the man doing this deserves to
die! And for the female lamb he should
make compensation with four, as a con-
sequence of the fact that he has done this
thing and because he did not have com-
passion.” What about this?

First, the expression “from his morsel
it would eat, and from his cup it would
drink” does not say that the lamb sat at
the table v/ith the family or that it shared
the same drinking vessel with the man.
It merely says that the man gave up some
of his food and drink on behalf of the
lamb. “Cup” in the Bible often does not
refer to the drinking vessel itself but to
what it contains, the ,portion’ in the cup,
and evidently the man poured out some
of his drink for the lamb to lap up. (Com-
pare Matthew 26:39, 42; John 18:11;
Mark 10:38-40.) The man also kept it
warm at night by letting it sleep next to
him. Why? It was obviously to keep the
young creature alive, separated as it was
from its mother.

Did David in his anger sentence the rich
man to die for Killing a lamb? No, the
account shows that he expressed his per-
sonal feeling that such a man deserved to
die “because he did not have compassion.”
On whom? On a lamb? No, for if the poor
man’s lamb had not been used for the meal,
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a lamb of the rich man’s would have.
Rather David’s hot anger was because the
rich man did not have compassion on the
needy
From his meager funds the poor man had
bought this animal which could, in time,
supply the family with wool and milk and
possibly serve as a start toward a flock of
sheep. Now all the needy man’s care and
sacrifice were brought to nothing. David’s
actual sentence was that the rich man
should compensate for the lamb with four
more, in harmony with the law at Exodus
22:1. (Of course, at this point the prophet
Nathan showed that the story really had
been related to illustrate the greedy lack
of compassion David himself had shown
toward the man Uriah.)

This is not to say that God has no con-
cern about animals themselves. To the con-
trary, in the Law covenant he gave to
Israel there were several statutes requir-
ing that kindness and considerate care be
shown to one’s animals or those of a fel-
low Israelite. Animals were to have rest
periods, be helped out when in distress,
not be unequally yoked nor muzzled when
threshing grain. (Ex. 20:10; 23:4, 5, 12;
Deut. 22:10; 25:4) The twenty-third
Psalm beautifully describes the kind care
shepherds in Israel customarily gave to
their sheep. Cruel disregard for animals
was not to be found among the righteous,
but among the wicked.—Prov. 12:10.

Yet animals were for the service of man,
never the other way around. God did not
hesitate to use animal skins to clothe the
first human pair. (Gen. 3:21) He was
pleased with Abel’s offering of a sacrifice
of a sheep. (Gen. 4:4) The apostle Peter,
in fact, speaks of the unreasoning animals
as “born naturally to be caught and de-
stroyed.” (2 Pet. 2:12) This does not say
that God’s only purpose in creating the
animals was for them to be destroyed, nor
does it justify wanton slaughter of ani-
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mals, as in hunting for mere sport. But,
at least from the end of the global flood
forward, God granted man the right to
use “every moving animal that is alive”
to serve as food, just as the green vege-
tation so served. (Gen. 9:3) Eating them
would be ‘destroying’ them in the sense
described at Colossians 2:21, 22.

Not only this, but God’s law also pro-
vided for the destruction of any animal
that came to constitute a real danger to
man. (Gen. 9:5, 6; Ex. 21:28, 29) Foxes
damaging a vineyard could be trapped and
animals attacking a man’s flocks could be
slain. (Song of Sol. 2:15; 1 Sam. 17:34,
35) Man’ rightful interests and welfare
always took precedence; when animals
seriously interfered with these they could
properly be disposed of, without guilt be-
fore God the Creator.

Death of Pets

It is only natural that a creature, be it
a dog, a horse, or any other animal, that
has provided some measure of companion-
ship over a period of years, will be missed
by its owner when it dies. But here again
there is need to keep a balanced view.

In various parts of the earth one can
find “pet cemeteries,” with gravestones
and epitaphs over the burial sites of vari-
ous animals. This calls to mind the elabo-
rate funeral and burial the ancient Egyp-
tians gave to their sacred Apis bulls, as
well as their special cemeteries containing
literally hundreds of thousands of mummi-
fled cats, baboons, crocodiles and jackals.

Such practices are totally foreign to Bi-
ble teachings. The Bible shows that only
man was given the prospect of living for-
ever. Adam was to die only if he proved
disobedient. (Gen. 2:16, 17) We, his de-
scendants, are in a dying state due to in-
heriting sin from him, “for the wages sin
pays is death, but the gift God gives is
everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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(Rom. 6:23; 5:12)' Other creatures, as
“unreasoning animals,” are not capable of
conscious or willful sin against God. Hence
their death is simply due to natural pro-
cesses, the general life-span built into their
genetic makeup from the beginning. Thus,
while a rhinoceros may live as much as
half a century, a short-tailed shrew has
a life-span seldom passing two or three
years. Some insects live only a few hours.
This will continue to be true even in God’s
promised new order by his Son’s righteous
kingdom, when death inherited by humans
from Adam “will be no more.”—Rev. 21:4.

The resurrection provided for sinful
mankind by Christ’s ransom sacrifice ob-
viously does not apply to the animal ere-
ation, which is incapable of understanding
and putting faith in that divine provision.
Animals in Israel were not buried in ceme-
teries at death, but dragged outside the
city and thrown away. (Compare Jere-
miah 22:18, 19; 36:30.) They were never
viewed as going into Sheol (the common
grave of all mankind) from which they
could be resurrected.

Yes, animals are wonderful—in their
place. But they can never really substitute
for humans. To avoid becoming off bal-
ance in our viewpoint or emotional atti-
tude we should appreciate that it was the
world of mankind that God so loved that
he gave his only-begotten Son. (John 3:
16) True, the majority of humans today
are not reflecting God’s qualities and act-
ing in His ‘image and likeness.” They there-
by cause much sadness, frustration, irri-
tation and heartache. But not all are that
way. We can find persons who will pro-
vide splendid companionship, persons who
are admirable and lovable, who prove wor-
thy of God’s love. If we are willing to
make the effort to find such, we need nev-
er be lonely or commit the error of turn-
ing to animals to receive what only hu-
mans can give.

AWAKE!



O YOU live in a
country where
there is a bill of
rights? If you do you
may believe that your

IN

freedoms are secure. D e f

FREEDOM

But how secure are
they in actual fact?
Can you be certain
that you can always
exercise them?

Suppose you felt
obligated to speak out
publicly about corrupt
activities carried on
by men holding political power in your
town. Would you be able to exercise your
right of free speech or would you find
yourself harassed by the police? Suppose
you lived in a town where most of the
people belonged to labor unions, but you
had strong objections to labor unions.
Would you be able to express your views
publicly for very long? What if you went
to a town where there were racial ten-
sions and began speaking out in favor of
racial integration? How long would you
be able to exercise your freedom of
speech?

A real test of how secure guarantees of
freedom are is to try to exercise them
where your viewpoint is in conflict with
that of the majority or of those in power.
People are subject to self-interest, preju-
dices and other human weaknesses that
influence their attitudes toward outspoken
individuals and disliked minorities. It is
not uncommon for local politicians and po-
lice to ignore Constitutional rights when
confronted with such persons.

What would you do if you were illegally
denied your Constitutionally guaranteed
rights? Would you defend them peacefully
by going to the courts? But what about
people who do not have the money for
long court battles? More than likely they
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would grit their teeth in bitter anger, con-
eluding that violent demonstrations or
armed revolt against the “Establishment”
is their only recourse.

But will resorting to violence bring
them greater freedom? Not likely. Vio-
lence breeds more violence that can lead
to a suspending of Constitutional free-
doms. If a revolutionary government gains
power, freedoms are not likely to be ex-
tended to opposers. Even those who helped
to put the new government into power
may find that they have fewer freedoms
than before. Thus the quest for human
freedoms can become frustrating.

However, many bloodless battles have
been fought in defense of freedom in the
courts. Some of these have been victorious
and have become historical precedents.
One of these helped to strengthen Cana-
dian freedoms.

Jailed for Speaking the Truth

On December 7, 1946, Louise Lamb, one
of Jehovah’s witnesses in Canada, was Vvis-
iting the homes of people in Verdun, Que-
bee, and speaking with them about the
hope-inspiring things in the Bible. At the
time Premier Maurice Duplessis was en-
joying a sixteen-year rule as the political
boss of the province. It displeased him to
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see people not of his religion talking with
Quebec people on religious matters. So he
used the police to deny Jehovah’s witness-
es their freedoms of speech and religion.
Miss Lamb was one of the many who were
arrested for exercising these freedoms.

She was held in jail over the weekend
without a charge against her, without be-
ing permitted to call her friends or legal
counsel. She was photographed, finger-
printed and treated as a common criminal
for having exercised freedoms that have
long been cherished in Canada.

After spending the weekend in jail she
was told that she could go free, but she
must sign a release agreeing not to take
action against the provincial police officer
for jailing her. If she refused to sign, a
criminal charge would be brought against
her. She refused, and the charge was filed.
A court later dismissed it.

Miss Lamb then took civil action against
the police officer in defense of her right of
free speech and of religion. This proved
to be a long and difficult battle that finally
ended in the Supreme Court of Canada.
The court’s opinion vindicated her by say-
ing: “The arrest and prosecution were
quite without justification or excuse and
the detention of the appellant over the
weekend was carried out in a manner and
in conditions little short of disgraceful.”

The victory she won in a long legal
battle was acknowledged by Professor
Frank Scott in his 1959 book Civil Liberty
and Canadian Federalism as a victory in
the defense of freedom, a victory that
helped to make democratic freedoms more
secure for all Canadians. He said:

“The Lamb case is merely another exam-
pie of police illegality, but it is part of the
dismal picture that has too often been ex
posed in Quebec in recent years. . .. When
reading such a story one wonders how many
other innocent victims have been similarly
treated by the police but have not had the

courage and the backing to pursue the mat-
ter through to final victory—in this instance
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12% years after the arrest had taken place.
We should be grateful that we have in this
country some victims of state oppression
who stand up for their rights. Their victory

is the victory of all of us.”

As observed by Professor Scott, not ev-
eryone who has been denied the funda-
mental freedoms has had the determina-
tion, the financial means and the legal
backing to push a court fight clear to the
Supreme Court. Thus this case that was
pushed there to victory is of historical
significance in Canada.

Bill ofRights

It is generally believed that a bill of
rights will ensure justice for minorities.
This was the view expressed by John Die-
fenbaker in 1960, when he was the Cana-
dian Prime Minister and when a bill of
rights was enacted in Canada. He stated:
“This Bill is a major step forward. It will
set up an altar of freedom that will en-
sure that the minority will not be un-
justly treated by the majority, which is
of the essence of freedom.”

There can be no doubt that by having
a bill of rights the Canadian people are
better off, as it gives them a legal basis
for the freedoms they cherish. But does
its existence in itself mean that these free-
doms will be respected automatically, that
everyone will be granted them? Does it
mean that no minority will be unjustly
treated by the authorities in some town?
Not necessarily. There are always self-
seeking public officials and emotional
groups among the public who are not will-
ing to grant the freedoms of a bill of
rights to persons with unpopular view-
points. That means such persons have to
defend their freedoms legally or suffer the
loss of them.

Fight for Freedom in the UJS.
The United States has had a bill of
rights for 180 years, but Jehovah’s wit-

AWAKE!



nesses have had to resort to the courts re-
peatedly in order to enjoy the freedoms
it guarantees. Its existence has given legal
basis for pressing many cases to the Su-
preme Court of the United States that be-
came landmark cases in legal history.
Commenting on this, Leon Friedman, in
his book The Wise Minority, wrote:

“In the twenty-odd cases won, this small,
weak, and unpopular minority made funda-
mental changes in American law. They firm-
ly established the right of all minorities to
use the streets and public parks to deliver
their messages. And they made clear that
the government could not compel any overt
expression of obedience or loyalty from its
citizens. These precedents advanced political
freedom in this country by several degrees.™

Concurring with this view, Professor

Milton R. Konvitz observes in his book
Fundamental Liberties of a Free People:

“Jehovah’s Witnesses became perfect guin-
ea pigs for the testing of the limits of
the First Amendment freedoms. They were
charged with ‘excesses and abuses.* Begin-
ning with 1938, they provided the Supreme
Court with a long series of cases in which
various phases of these freedoms were sub-
ject to careful examination. The result, on
the whole, has been the establishment of
precedents which have strengthened the
foundations and reaches of freedom of reli-
gion and, no less, of freedom of speech,
press, and assembly.*"

Although these legal battles by Jeho-
vah’s witnesses accomplished much in the
defense of Constitutional freedoms in the
United States, there are still situations in
which those freedoms are threatened. A
recent example is a bill passed in 1971 by
the Pennsylvania House of Representa-
tives. It made the saluting of the flag by
public schoolchildren compulsory and did
not provide for the exempting of students
who view the saluting of any flag as
against their religious conscience. This bill
threatens the right of schoolchildren to
enjoy freedom of religion.

Since the saluting of the flag is asso-
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ciated with patriotism, many people be-
come emotionally upset when they hear
of anyone declining to salute it. Even
though the majority have a different view-
point, should they not grant this mi-
nority the freedom to refrain from doing
something that is against their religious
conscience? Would not respect for the reli-
gious conscience of a minority be showing
appreciation for the freedoms represented
by the flag?

Commenting on the Pennsylvania hill,
the Philadelphia Inquirer of June 16, 1971,
said editorially:

“The bill is unconstitutional on its face.
Similar compulsory flag salutes have been
struck down time after time by the U.S.
Supreme Court, most notably in the 1943
case of West Virginia State Board of Edu-
cation v. Barnette, when the late Justice
Robert Jackson delivered an opinion in
which he eloquently declared:

“‘If there is any fixed star in our Consti-
tutional constellation, it is that no official,
high or petty, can prescribe what shall be
orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or
other matters of opinion or force citizens to
confess by word or act their faith therein.* **

The legislators in the Pennsylvania
House of Representatives are unquestion-
ably sincere in their desire to instill pa-
triotism in schoolchildren, but the fact
remains that they ignored the Constitu-
tional guarantee of religious freedom. Con-
tinuing its comments, this newspaper edi-
torial said:

“And patriotism certainly cannot be
promoted when legislative bodies themselves
flout the Constitution. The issue, declared
Rep. Ray Hovis, is simple: ‘It is whether
this legislature wishes to commit what is
virtually an act of civil disobedience because
it does not like the present constitutional
law on saluting the flag.**

The freedoms of the Bill of Rights give
a person the right to express his beliefs,
but they also give him the right to re-

* Reported in Volume 319 of official United States
reports, at pages 624, 642.
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frain from expressing beliefs that he does
not hold. Commenting on this, Professor
Konvitz states in his book Fundamental
Liberties of a Free People:

“The freedom not to speak, not to profess
beliefs, may be more important than the
freedom to speak, since the profession of
beliefs that one does not maintain may do
more violence to the conscience than the
failure to express the beliefs that one does
maintain.”

Where there is a strong spirit of na-
tionalism it is often the tendency to ex-
pect everyone to speak and act in the
same manner as the majority, with no
allowances being made for religious con-
science. This is a form of thought con-
trol that is carried to extremes under cer-
tain types of governments. But where a
government prides itself in the freedoms
it grants its people, why should people
in power try to force a minority to do
something that is against their religious
conscience? Is this not inconsistent with
patriotic expressions about liberty for all?

It is exceedingly difficult for freedom
to be enjoyed by all people impartially
even in democratic lands. Usually a person

who is out of step with the majority on
certain things will have to defend his Con-
stitutional rights. While a peaceable de-
fense can be made in the courts, this does
not necessarily mean that he will be vie-
torious. Judges are imperfect humans as
everyone else is and are swayed by per-
sonal interests and emotions and are sub-
ject to making errors in judgment. Even
the Supreme Court of the United States
has had to reverse itself at times because
of perceiving that it had erred in previous
decisions, a classic example being when
it reversed its former Pennsylvania flag
salute decision in the case of Minersville
School District v. Gobitis, of June 3, 1940
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(310 U.S. 586), which had become the sig-
nal for a general upsurge of violence
throughout the country, against Jehovah’s
witnesses.

Although Jehovah’ witnesses in years
past established many legal precedents by
their legal fights in defense of freedom,
the freedoms of minorities are still not
absolutely secure. Injustices can be ex-
pected as long as imperfect humans are
exercising authority over other humans.
So while the people in Canada and the
United States have benefited from the de-
cisions that Jehovah’s witnesses have ob-
tained in legal fights, the defense of free-
dom continues.

Freedom for All

Circumstances will change for the bet-
ter, but this will require a general change
in thinking and a change in moral values.
There must be a basic love for one’s fel-
lowman and fellow feeling for him among
peoples all over the earth. This is con-
cisely expressed in the Bible when it says:
“You must love your neighbor as your-
self.” (Matt. 22:39) But how can such a
change come?

The only hope for the change that is
needed is in the Scriptural promise that a
government of God’s making will soon rule
the earth in justice and righteousness.
Only under this divine government will
freedoms no longer be threatened by preju-
dices, unrestrained emotions, hatreds, mis-
understandings, injustices and human er-
rors in judgment. This divinely established
government will not be subject to the many
flaws, personal mistakes and selfish inter-
ests that are inherent in man-made gov-
ernments. With all mankind under the
righteous rule of God’s kingdom, no one
will ever again have to fight in defense
of the freedoms due him.

AWAKE!



FOR YOUR

HE great outdoors is ornamented with living,
growing plants. Even the desert, seemingly
devoid of anything green and growing, responds to
the infrequent rain with a blaze of desert flowers
and plants. It is not surprising, then, that many
persons, appreciating living ornaments, enjoy add-
ing the special touch of foliage or flowering
plants to their homes. Others, perhaps less in-
dined to care for the needs of living plants, choose
arrangements of dried plant materials, such as
pine cones, seedpods and ornamental grasses.
You may have noticed that display rooms in
furniture stores often include living plants to en-
hance their furniture settings. Should you decide
to have living ornaments for your own home, you
will want to consider first the needs of your par-
ticular plant, and then the setting in which it will
look best.

Appropriate in Any Room

There is a splendid variety of plants from which
to choose. And there is hardly a room in your
home that cannot be benefited by a well-chosen
specimen.

A tall palm, rubber plant, or split-leaf philoden-
dron placed in an entryway or foyer will wel-
come your guests with impressive dignity. Even
if your entrance hall is rather dark, these plants
do well if given good light for a few days at
regular intervals. If you feel that a large plant
is out of place in such a small area, try placing
a handsome little peperomia or maranta on a
small table or on a wall-hung shelf. A mirror be-
hind it not only highlights the plant, but can also
make the foyer itself appear more spacious.

A kitchen window can become a real beauty
spot with a collection of African violets blooming
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continuously. They do well in this
warm, humid atmosphere even if
your window receives very little
light. A small herb garden can also
be appropriate.

As a centerpiece for the dining
table, you need not have an ex-
pensive floral arrangement. A few
small plants of varying shades of
green attractively arranged in a
low dish or bowl make an eye-
pleasing ornament.

Usually bedrooms are cooler, and
as far as plants are concerned that
is just fine. Most houseplants, with
the exception of some tropical
beauties, do their best in a room
that is a bit cooler. While a stately
palm or imposing philodendron
monstera would likely look out of
place in a small bedroom, lovely
trailing vines such as English ivy,
pothos or creeping fig lend a tran-
quil note. Blooming plants look es-
pecially attractive placed beneath
a table lamp where the illumina-
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tion shows up the beauty of their bios-
soms, while at the same time providing
light needed for good growth.

Some persons like to have even the bath-
room decorated with living ornaments.
Plants thrive in the moisture of this room.
Begonias do well in the humid atmosphere
if bright light can be provided. Asparagus
fern is another good choice if there is
enough space. Of course, you would want
to alternate your plants so that none would
be left too long in a poorly lighted spot.

Choosing the right living ornament for
your living room is not difficult. Your pres-
ent decorating scheme can indicate an ap-
propriate plant choice. Massive Mediter-
ranean furniture may suggest a large plant
with shiny leaves, while the delicate curves
of the French Provincial style may be
more compatible with a small flowering
ornament. For a modern room consider a
spiky flaming-sword bromeliad, and for
an Early American setting perhaps an
airy Boston fern.

There is, however, no “wrong choice”
so far as decor is concerned. Generally
plants fit in well wherever you put them.
Yet plants are individualistic. Vines have
a softening effect, alleviating the angu-
lar lines of modern furniture. Ferns bring
with them a cool, tranquil atmosphere.
Palms are more formal. Bright-leaved co-
leus holds its own in even the most color-
ful surroundings.

Special Effects

Unusual living ornaments can be ere-
ated with a little imagination. An inter-
esting vine tree can be formed by training
a vine around a piece of driftwood. Or
you might use an upright branch. Nail a
crosspiece to the base of your branch,
stand it upright in a pot and add soil.
Plant several cuttings of vines and ar-
range them as they grow.

You can take advantage of the natural
14

growth pattern of certain plants for spe-
cial living ornaments. Baby’ tears tend
to drape over the sides of its pot. Why not
set two or three pots in graduated sizes
atop one another for a cascade of green-
ery? Other such tiered arrangements can
be made by piling up clay pots and saucers
filled with trailing plants, such as sedum
or spider plant.

Even though individual plants can make
a room more attractive, the trend today
is toward grouping plants for an even
greater decorative effect. Several dissimi-
lar plants arranged together for height,
depth and focal interest are more orna-
mental than four or five plants of the same
kind set in a row. A container, such as a
wickerwork basket, large enough to hold
four medium-sized potted plants, may be
lined with plastic film or foil to allow for
watering. In it you may put a selection
such as snake plant for height, white bios-
soming anthurium for focal interest, and
ivy, or perhaps green and white wander-
ing Jew to trail over the front and side
for depth.

A planter used as a room divider is both
decorative and useful. You may grow your
choice of plants directly from the soil of
the planter, in which case be sure to choose
items with similar needs of light and mois-
ture. Or, to facilitate a change of scenery
now and then, you may leave each plant
in its individual pot and simply sink the
pots into the planter soil.

Miniature Landscapes and Terraria
Miniature landscapes require a thought-
ful selection of plants, but the results can
be rewarding. For example, a miniature
beach can brighten your home. To create
such a landscape you need a metal-lined
rectangular tray, about eight inches deep,
filled with sand. Slope the sand toward the
back of the tray and then place in the
sand a couple of dwarf palms. A potted
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pineapple plant, grown from the top of the
next fresh pineapple you buy, would make
a good focal point. Now scatter around
a few small pots of various types of
echeveria and a few tufts of variegated
oat grass for a shoreline. Add a few color-
ful beach pebbles, two or three seashells,
and your beach scene is completed.

An indoor cactus garden is easy to care
for and a pleasure to behold. With so many
varieties to choose from, it is not hard
to arrange a desert in miniature. Cacti
come in many sizes and many forms.
Choose taller plants such as cereus, Old
Man of Mexico or silver torch as a cen-
tral point of interest. Tiny cacti, such as
the spiny pincushion or the smoother sand
dollar and stone-and-window plant, are a
pleasing contrast.

Some cacti will bloom, but to ensure
this, leave each individual plant in a pot
that appears much too small for it, and
simply bury the pot in the sand of your
miniature desert. After you have arranged
your selections in a sand-filled tray, place
it in your sunniest window. Water once a
week or less and enjoy the scenery.

A terrarium is a beautiful ornament.
This old-fashioned garden-under-glass has
much to offer a lover of greenery with too
little time to care for plants. Almost any
large glass container can be converted in-
to a terrarium. A discarded aquarium or
goldfish bowl will do. Choose slow-growing
plants that have the same light and mois-
ture requirements. Good drainage is nec-
essary, so first place a layer of small
stones and charcoal in the bottom of your
container. A good layer of potting soil
comes next. Small-leaved ferns, fittonia,
peperomia, ivy, wax plant, impatiens, ma-
ranta, almost any small plant will do well
in the microenvironment of a terrarium.
Little care is involved once your terrarium
is set up, but do avoid setting a covered
terrarium in direct sunlight.
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Dried. Plant Materials

Dried plant materials are often highly
esteemed as ornaments. Seedpods, leaves,
lichen, berries, cattails, all can become
decorative items for your home. An alert
collector of such items will find useful
material almost everywhere: in fields,
gardens, woods, even his own yard.

Cones of pine, fir and spruce trees can
be used to make lovely ornaments. They
are abundant in forested areas. A single
large cone, sprayed perhaps with gilt paint,
and glued to a base of weathered wood
makes a fine desk ornament. A basket of
well-formed cones sprayed with clear lac-
quer to preserve their natural color makes
an attractive display for table or fireplace
mantle. Add a few bright dried berry clus-
ters or rose hips for color.

Dried ornamental grasses make lovely
bouquets for winter. The silky white
plumes of tall dried pampas grass can fill
an empty corner with a dignified display.
Spiky thistles are often dried and sprayed
to complement the color scheme of a given
room. Perhaps the simplest decoration of
all in this category is a display of bright
autumn leaves.

Ornamental gourds are a natural for
fall tables. Bright in color, pleasing in
form, they come in a variety that is al-
most without limit. Multicolored ornamen-
tal corn also makes a fine harvest table
display.

There is no doubt that the Creator has
clothed the earth with myriads of living,
growing plants. Adding some of these or-
naments to our homes can help us to ap-
preciate his loving interest in the earth
and its future. Of course, you need to re-
member that there are more important
things in life than ornamenting your home
with plants. (Matt. 6:33) To the extent
that you have the time, however, you
might enjoy the decorative effects of liv-
ing ornaments.
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=T"AXIMEN, or “cabbies” as they are of-
ten called, are by and large a friendly
lot. At times they have interesting and
unusual experiences, which might be said
to be one of the dividends of their occupa-
tion. For example, they get to meet many
so-called celebrities, noted musicians and
government officials, as well as other in-
teresting people from many walks of life
and various lands, and often they are able
to engage these in conversation. Such ex-
periences had by taximen ever since 1907,
when gasoline-powered taxicabs first made
their appearance, might well fill many a
book.

Long before taxicabs came into use, the
jinrikisha was popular in the Orient. It
was a light two-wheeled vehicle pulled by
a runner between two shafts, much as a
horse would pull a buggy. It usually had
a top to protect the passengers from sun
or rain. Once very popular, it has been
declared illegal in many Chinese cities
on the ground that ‘human horses’ are
undignified. It has largely been replaced
by the pedicab, a three-wheeled cycle,
which, in turn, is being replaced more and
more by taxicabs.

Taxicabs in Western lands have greatly
increased since their introduction in 1907,
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some 150,000 operating in the United
States alone. Of this number some 7,000
medallioned or licensed yellow cabs op-
erate in New York city.

Almost all taxicabs have taximeters, al-
though in some cities a zonal arrangement
governs the rate taximen may charge. A
taximeter is a time-mileage registering
apparatus to compute the fare while riding
and while waiting. It also records total
receipts for the cab owner’s information.

The Taximaris Wages

“Why did you choose to become a taxi-
cab driver?” a family man who has been
driving cabs for ten years was asked. “Be-
cause that is the quickest way | know of
to make a dollar, and it is very interesting
work, especially if you like to talk.” It
must be profitable, for in New York city
a medallion or license to operate a cab
sells for upward of $20,000, the number
of cabs there being strictly limited. In that
city the fare at present is 60 cents for
the first fifth of a mile and 10 cents for
each additional fifth of a mile. That makes
the first mile cost a dollar and each addi-
tional mile 50 cents.

In New York city cabdrivers may earn
from 42.5 to 50 cents of every dollar they
take in, plus tips, which may run as high
as 15 percent of receipts. By working five
days a week and from ten to twelve hours
a day, taximen earn from $150 to $225 a
week. According to one New York taxi-
man, driving taxis on weekends can be a
very profitable job, for one may earn as
much as $60 a night. Of course, many
taximen own their own taxicabs and so do
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not need to share their receipts with any-
one but the government tax collector.
Some rent cabs, as does one in San Juan,
Puerto Rico. He pays $9 a night for the
use of a licensed cab and takes in enough
above that to support his wife and chil-
dren. In many cities taximen have union-
ized and in exchange for their union dues
have received increased wages as well as
fringe benefits. But New York city’s latest
wage increase, which resulted in almost
doubling taxi fares, has not been an un-
qualified success, since previously taxi-
men were averaging 65 passenger trips a
day on a two-shift basis, whereas now
they average just about 49.

Taxicab Regulations

Each city that licenses cabdrivers has
its own regulations. In New York city to
become a taxicab driver one must be not
only a licensed car driver but also one

without a serious prison record, and to
get a job one must usually be able to fur-
nish three business references. He must
become fully acquainted with the Hack
Driver’s Manual, upon which he must take
a test. Among the things he is supposed
to know are the locations of leading hos-
pitals and airports. There are also rules
governing the use of the radio, what he
may and may not refuse to carry; also he
is not supposed to ask before a person en-
ters the cab as to where he wants to go.

It is said that a firm operating taxicabs
usually is very helpful to one who wants
to become a cabdriver as they often have
more taxicabs than drivers. Helping to
make up for this shortage is the trend for
women to become taxi drivers. But why
should there be a problem in recruiting
taximen when the wages are quite good
and the work interesting? Why? Because
of the challenges associated with driving
a cab.
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The Challenge of Accidents

When working, a cabby must be on
guard, especially against youths driving
cars, who often are even more prone to
take chances than is the taxi driver and
who account for more than their share of
accidents.

Then, too, people jaywalk. Will the cab-
by see them in time? On a busy Manhat-
tan street on a rainy evening a woman
stepped out on the street in spite of the
stoplight and right into the path of a
taxicab driver. He slammed on the brakes
but could not keep from knocking her
down. The police exonerated him from all
blame; still the shock was so great that
he quit being a cabby; he did not want
to go through another such experience!

The Temptation to Violate Traffic Rules

Closely related to the challenge of ac-
cidents is the temptation to violate traffic
regulations. The temptation is great to
beat the traffic light, to cross an inter-
section just as the light turns red in order
to get one’s passenger to his destination
in the minimum time. Or when a person
hails a cab on the other side of the street
there is the temptation to make a U-tum
when such is not permitted. But cabbies
can drive carefully. One cabby in St
Thomas, V.1, told that in ten years of driv-
ing a cab he had yet to receive his first
ticket for traffic violations.

Of course, had he lived in some large
city such as New York he might have got
a ticket in spite of all his carefulness. In
such cities at times a traffic officer may
suddenly become conscious of the fact that
he has been writing out very few tickets
and at once goes about trying to improve
his record of tickets issued for traffic vio-
lations. Then he will be quick to use bor-
derline incidents or those which can be
construed as violations, in which case a
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cabby may get a ticket in spite of all his
carefulness.

This is not to say that the police and
the cabbies are natural enemies. Just the
opposite! Many policemen earn extra mon-
ey by part-time cabdriving. Typical of the
cooperation between the two is the case in
which two couples, picked up by a cabby,
got very abusive, insisting that the cabby
was not taking the shortest route to their
destination. He finally drew up to a po-
lice car and explained matters to the of-
fleers. They ordered the unruly passen-
gers out of the cab.

The Challenge of Crime

In addition to accidents and traffic vio-
lations there is the challenge that crimi-
nals present to the cabdriver, especially
in large cities such as New York. In that
city during the first eight months of 1970
seven cabdrivers were murdered, either
shot, stabbed or beaten to death, and up-
ward of seventy cabbies were robbed each
week.

To combat this hazard to the cabby’s
occupation, policemen were given permis-
sion to operate cabs during their off hours,
the city ordered well-nigh bulletproof
shields to be installed between the cab-
driver and his passengers and lock boxes
attached to the floor for holding the cab-
by’s receipts and to which he does not
have the key. These measures, some of
which have also been adopted in other
cities, have so decidedly reduced the risk
that cabbies faced, that in 1971 not one
taximan was murdered on the job.

Regarding this challenge a cabdriver
told the following experience to a mem-
ber of the Awake! staff: “It was New
Year’s Eve. A well-dressed youth asked
me to take him to his destination. Upon
arriving there he got out and while reach-
ing for his change dropped some of it on
the pavement. As he seemed to have dif-
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ficulty finding his money | drove the cab
out of the way and played its lights on the
spot. | stooped over to help him find his
money and as | looked up | saw he was
pointing a gun at my head.

“He ordered me up the stoop of his
house and upon my getting to the top of
the stairs two men came running down
from the upper floors. The three took me
to the top floor and had me face the wall
with my arms stretched out over my head
as they took my wallet, watch and ring.
They asked if | had more money in the
cab—I did have quite a bit on me—and
| told them they could go down and look,
hoping to be able to get away. But in-
stead one of them said, ‘Let’s kill him!”
| told them that I was a Christian min-
ister, that | had helpe'd many people in
my time and would like to continue doing
so, but if they wanted to kill me, that was
up to them, I could not stop them. With
that they asked me if | could identify
them, and as it was quite a dark night,
| told them 1| could not, and with that they
let me go. It appears they were drug ad-
diets. | reported the matter to the police
but heard nothing more about it.”

The Challenge of Honesty

There is also another challenge that taxi
drivers have to face—to cheat or not to
cheat their employers or their customers.
For example, a cabby may go by a round-
about way, when taking a stranger, so as
to get a higher fare, the stranger not know-
ing the difference. Then again, one who
owns his cab may suggest a flat rate in-
stead of using the meter, knowing that
that rate would be higher than what the
meter would show. Or if he is operating
the cab from some firm he may offer to
take the passenger to his destination for
a flat rate less than what the meter would
show, because by not using the meter he
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could pocket the entire amount instead
of his percentage.

That some yield to this temptation is
apparent from an item that appeared in
Taxi News, December 15-30, 1971. Under
the heading “Cracks Down on Flags-Up”
it stated: “Since Oct. 15 under the new
commission, taximen riding flag-up—thus
cheating their employer—have been sub-
ject to $25 fines for the first offense, $50
for the second

and liable to li-

cense revoca- - Isthe "Green

tion for the )

third time. -1 fflse catholic Nun.
.“The com- — In the next issue.

mission re-

ports that dur-

ing November, 23 taximen were appre-
hended and fined $25. So far in December,
13 more were caught as first offenders and
hit with $25 fines. Four men [were]
slapped with $50 fines as second offend-
ers.”

To combat this cheating, some taxis
have been equipped with a “hot seat,”
which automatically turns on the meter
when a passenger sits down.

But the public has to bear its share of
the blame in this matter. Often a passen-
ger will ask not to have the meter used
in order to get a cheaper ride, since the
cabby will be able to pocket all of the fare
instead of only getting a percentage of it.
And there are some who order them to
do this in a rather threatening manner.
When this happened to one cabby, he re-
plied: “Sorry, sir, but the inspectors are
all about tonight. 1 would be sure to get
caught.” This satisfied the passenger.

This cabby also tells the following ex-
perience: “A woman said: ‘Drive me to
the Bronx. Here is $5, do not put on the
meter.” | replied, ‘I'm sorry, Ma’am, but
| always put the meter on.” She fussed
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with me all the way to her destination in
the Bronx. The fare was $3.50. She paid
it but did not give me a tip even though
she saved $1.50 by my putting on the
meter, by my being honest.” Yes, the pub-
lie must share in the blame that some
taximen are not honest!

Christian Cabdrivers
Among cabdrivers are to be found
Christian wit-
nesses of Jeho-
@2 the Answer®ah, even as

there are to be
found in near-
ly all honest
forms of em-
ployment. The
foregoing experiences by and large were
had by such cabdrivers. They tell that
being a cabdriver has its advantages for
a minister. A cabby who had previously
held a responsible office job stated that he
considered it an advantage that a cab-
driver is not bothered by contentious or
lewd work companions. He can easily keep
his distance from his fares if he so desires.

More than that, he has quite some free-
dom. He can take time off to attend Bible
assemblies and he can work longer hours
if he needs extra money. Some even earn
bonuses for being steady workers. In New
York city cabdrivers get vacations based
on a certain percentage of total fares
earned and have many other benefits. And
Christian cabdrivers find many opportu-
nities to tell persons, including so-called
celebrities, about their Bible-based hope
of an earthly paradise, in keeping with
Revelation 21:4.

Yes, chances are that the next time you
call “Hey—Taxi!” you will find a friendly
chap at the wheel, one who will enjoy en-
gaging you in conversation, a family man
who is trying to earn an honest dollar.
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PREACHED IN PRISONS

ESUS CHRIST told his followers: “People
will lay their hands upon you and perse-
cute you, delivering you up to .. . prisons.”

(Luke 21:12) This is happening to Jehovah’s

Christian witnesses today, especially in lands
where their work of preaching is under gov-
ernmental ban. This has not discouraged
them. While in prison, they have seized the
opportunity to speak to fellow inmates about
the Bible. As a result some of these prisoners
have become devoted servants of Jehovah God.

One young man in East Germany came to
appreciate Bible truth in prison. This man was
dissatisfied with living conditions in East
Germany. In a letter to his brother he implied
that he might leave the country as a refugee.
He did not do anything about it, but his letter
was intercepted by the authorities. He was
therefore put on trial and sentenced to fifteen
months’ imprisonment in a work camp. The
officials tried to change his resentful attitude,
but to no avail. The young man reacted by
refusing to obey their orders. Therefore, on
one occasion, they pointed to the exemplary
conduct of Jehovah’s witnesses in the camp.
This aroused the young man’s curiosity. But
the officials did not answer his questions about
the Witnesses.

Later this young man was assigned to work
with one of the Witnesses for about a year.
What he learned from the Witness had a
wholesome effect on his attitude. When the
officials learned the reason for the young
man’s changed attitude, they transferred the
Witness to another work assignment. It was,
however, already too late. The young prisoner
had decided to become one of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses. After his release he finally succeeded
in establishing contact with Jehovah’s wit-
nesses and is making fine progress.

The good results that come from preaching
in prison are also illustrated by the experi-
ences of a Witness in Malawi.
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On his first day of confinement he was
approached by an imprisoned ex-member of
parliament with the request that he give a
Bible sermon. After that the Witness gave
six Bible discourses to an average attendance
of twenty-six, over half the number iif prison.

Later the Witness was transferred to an-
other prison. There he had to share a “de-
tention yard" (measuring 84 feet by 60 feet)
with 98 other prisoners. Under a huge tree
in the center of this yard, other inmates of
various denominations gathered twice a day
to hold prayer meetings of their “united
church.” When one of the prisoners found
out about the Witness he asked him why he
did not join in the services. The Witness ex-
plained his position toward interfaith. The
young man then asked, ‘Don’t you agree that
the Israelites, when they were in prison, had
to pray? The Witness requested that the
young man get the Bible, the only book al-
lowed in the detention yard and shared by all
the prisoners. It was torn and many parts
were missing. Still the Witness was able to
show why he could not join in the prayers
of the “united church." He also started a
study with the young man, held daily during
the next six weeks at a time when the tat-
tered Bible was not being used by others.

The young man made it clear to the Wit-
ness, based on what he had learned, that he
no longer wished to be a member of the An-
glican Church. When he was strong enough
to defend his faith he began to speak to
other prisoners.

Continuing his preaching, the Witness was
able to start a study with a man who had
twice been present for the study with the
first young man. This man soon joined the
Witness in speaking about the Bible to other
prisoners. A month later another inmate be-
gan studying. In yet another month the leader
of the prison’s “united church” approached
the Witness and asked him many questions.
He, too, began studying the Bible with the
Witness. Two months later, the Witness was
unexpectedly released to rejoin his family.
Though having suffered unjustly, he rejoiced
in having had the opportunity to help four
persons come to a basic understanding of true
worship.

Thus, in lands where legal restraints exist,
people are hearing the “good news” even in
prison. It is just as the apostle Paul declared:
“The word of God is not bound.”—2 Tim. 2:9.

AWAKE!



WHAT CAN BE D

iseases of the

gums afflict
great numbers of
persons. According
to the National
Health Survey in
the United States, among those
between the ages of eighteen and
twenty-four, 70 percent of the
men and 63 percent of the worn-
en are said to have gum trou-
bles. Some five million living
Americans have lost all their teeth from
gum disease by the time they reached
thirty-five. In fact, more adult teeth are
lost as a result of gum disease than from
decay.

Gum trouble starts with inflammation
of the gums. Dentists call this gingivitis.
They speak of our gums, the pink tissue
below and between our teeth, as gingiva.
The inflammation shows up as bleeding
gums upon brushing the teeth or even eat-
ing some food that requires more vigorous
chewing such as a fresh apple. It can also
be just a reddening of the margin of the
gum tissue nearest the tooth. It is general-
ly painless, and the gums begin to lose
their normal firmness and tautness. The
trouble can begin early; in fact, one study
showed that 85 percent of children be-
tween the ages of eleven and eighteen
have gingivitis.

Dental investigators say that the causes
of bleeding gums are many. But generally
the basic cause is lack of good oral hy-
giene habits. Often there is a packing of
food between the teeth. Although a de-
ficiency of vitamin C can cause bleeding
gums, the commonest cause of all is im-
proper brushing of the teeth and gums.

When gingivitis or bleeding, inflamed
gums are not treated, the disease pro-
gresses slowly to the next stage. This is
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periodontal disease or more
commonly called pyorrhea.
If the progress of pyor-
rhea is not halted, extrac-
tion of the teeth may be
necessary.

What can be done about these gum

disorders?

Coping with Dental Plaque

Gum disorders often start with a build-
up of plaque. This is a whitish stuff on the
teeth that is difficult to see and that sticks
tenaciously to teeth. This bacteria-laden
dental plaque builds up whenever you do
a poor job of brushing your teeth. Plaque
forms the fastest amid carbohydrate food
debris. But good brushing of the teeth
will remove these soft and sticky deposits.

Regular brushing with a moderately soft
brush can remove plague and keep its for-
mation at a very low level. For most per-
sons a moderately soft brush is better for
the gums, since dental authorities find that
hard brushes can cause the gums to recede.
Hard and medium-hard brushes can cause
severe tooth erosion especially along the
gum line. Hard brushes exert a sawlike
action. Also the harder brushes do not
yield enough to clean properly between
the teeth, where plaque readily forms.

Since dental plaque seems to be closely
related to gum diseases, then controlling
its formation will help to prevent serious
disease of the gums. Some things have
been learned that will help you to reduce
the amount of plague that forms:
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(1) Restrict the amount of sugar in-
take; this has been found to cut down
greatly on the formation of dental plaque.

(2) Brush your teeth regularly, espe-
dally right after meals.

(3) Use of dental floss or string is an-
other practical method of controlling
plaque formation.

Coping with Tartar Formation

When plague remains on the surfaces of
the teeth, it hardens into a darker sub-
stance called by dentists “calculus” but
which is commonly called “tartar.” It is
a light yellow to dark brown in color. It
forms on the teeth along the gum line,
and has very sharp edges, cutting into the
gums as food is chewed. Tartar might be
likened to the deposit or scale that ac-
cumulates in a teakettle after some use.
It forms in layers. Though tartar is mixed
with other debris in the mouth, it is, like
the scale of a teakettle, made up mainly
of calcium.

Tartar forms more heavily in two gen-
eral areas: Outside the upper molars and
inside the lower incisors. Why is this? Be-
cause these two areas of the mouth are
near the opening of the salivary glands,
and the saliva more readily deposits cal-
cium salts here.

The accumulation of tartar often leads
to serious gum disease. This is because
the tartar, as it forms and hardens, pushes
the gums away from the teeth. This re-
suits in pockets in which more tartar
forms. Microorganisms and food particles
accumulate in the pockets, causing more
inflammation—a vicious circle. As the tar-
tar pushes the gum away from the tooth,
it darkens in color (from blood pigments).

What next happens is explained by a
publication of the National Institute of
Dental Research: “As the disease wor-
sens, the inflammation spreads, the pock-
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ets deepen, and pus forms in them. The
infected gums ulcerate and bleed, and tis-
sue damage increases. In the final stages,
the bone which supports the teeth is at-
tacked and destroyed. Unless the person
receives treatment, the teeth loosen and
eventually come out.”—Research Explores
Pyorrhea and Other Gum Diseases.

What can be done to prevent the build-
up of tartar? Brush your teeth regularly
so as to,remove soft deposits of dental
plaque before they harden into tartar.
Keep soft, sticky foods to a minimum,
since they encourage tartar formation.
Crisp foods help to keep teeth and gums
clean.

However, despite good dental care some
tartar may still build up, at least with
many persons. It is important that this
be removed professionally. Dentists gen-
erally call this “scaling.” They use a sharp
instrument to scrape off the stonelike tar-
tar.

Dental authorities report that persons
who maintain a high degree of oral hy-
giene have very little tartar formation in
comparison to persons who are not as
regular and thorough in their tooth brush-
ing. Though some persons may need
to have a “scaling” done at least once a
year, those who practice good oral hy-
giene normally do not need to have a
“scaling” done that often. Dentists, how-
ever, like their patients to visit them at
least once a year, and many recommend
a yearly “scaling” and cleaning.

Many persons, however, go to a dentist
for just a “cleaning.” But dental authori-
ties say that it is much wiser to spend
your money on a “scaling,” rather than
only a “cleaning.” “Scaling” is something
that the dentist or trained dental assistant
has to do. It takes more time and costs
more than simply a cleaning, but it can
be important in preventing serious gum
disorders.

AWAKE!



IsPyorrhea Hopeless?

What if one already has pyorrhea?
What can be done? Immediate treatment
is necessary. Otherwise not only will the
teeth eventually be lost but there is also
the spread of harmful bacteria throughout
the body. Pyorrhea in some cases may be
the cause of rheumatism, arthritis, heart
trouble and other ailments.

In its early stages pyorrhea is curable
if treated properly. Usually it requires pro-
fessional attention and sometimes even
surgical elimination of the pus pockets is
necessary.

Years ago it was felt that persons with
pyorrhea or gum problems should have
all of their teeth removed immediately
and then have dentures made. Now, more
and more emphasis is being placed on the
treatment of gum problems in an effort to
control the disease process and to keep
the teeth longer.

One dentist of many years’ experience
explains that in most instances bone de-
stroyed by pyorrhea cannot be restored,
so the idea is “to arrest the disease and
thus to prevent further destruction. Dra-
matic successes have been achieved, even
in what seemed to be nearly hopeless cases.
.. . Both the experience of modern prac-
tice and the weight of experimental evi-
dence have led me to believe that, if pre-
ventive care is started early enough, by
both the dentist and his patient, almost
no one now needs to lose teeth because of
so-called pyorrhea.”

A person with pyorrhea also needs to
be certain of good nutrition. Adequate in-
take of calcium, phosphorus, the vitamin
B complex and vitamin C is considered
important by nutritionists. For example,

nutritionist Catharyn Elwood states that
“pyorrhea is similar to scurvy [caused by
inadequate vitamin C]. The gums bleed
easily, become soft and spongy, the bony
tissues give way.” She reports that “Dr.
Martin C. E. Hanke of the University of
Chicago corrected pyorrhea in an orphan-
age of several hundred children by giving
them 16 ounces of orange juice, to which
had been added the juice of one lemon
every day. Vitamin C is highly concen-
trated in these fruit juices.” She also states
that “by taking 300 to 1000 milligrams of
vitamin C daily in natural foods, or using
vitamin-C tablets,” you can help to halt
the destructive process.

Pyorrhea is recognized to be more com-
mon and more severe with increased age,
so that with each passing year there is
a greater chance of your having it. If you
already have a form of gum disease, the
chances are that it will get worse and
not better with the passage of time, that
is, unless it is treated.

As with other gum disorders, pyorrhea
is best prevented by proper oral hygiene.
Tooth brushing and flossing of the teeth
are particularly important before going to
bed. After a meal during the day, if it
is not convenient to brush your teeth, you
may be able to eat some foods that have
a natural cleansing effect. These are hard,
fibrous foods such as salads and raw fruits.

Like most problems, gum disorders have
small beginnings, but the potential is there
to make big problems. There are persons
who naturally have good healthy teeth
and gums even with little or no care on
their part. But by far the majority need
to practice good oral hygiene to avoid and
control diseases of the gums.

A DANGER OF LAZINESS

« God’s Word repeatedly counsels against laziness. (Prov. 13:4; 26:14,15)
A good reason for this is reflected in the saying, ‘Laziness is like money
—the more one has of it, the more he seems to want it.’

JULY 8, 1972
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RIENDS of ours named their
baby daughter Do Not Fear.
You may think, “How peculiar!”
But before you feel sorry for
her, let me explain that her par-
ents are African, and they
speak Chishona. In their
tongue Do Not Fear becomes
Musatye, a very pretty name
if you pronounce it correctly.
Now, shall we try Mu-
satye again? Moo-sa-chke.
If you repeat it several
times, it will be in your
ears like the call of a bird.
Without doubt, among
our many readers are
those who have bestowed
upon their children Bible
names such as Sarah, Naomi, Daniel and
David. These are easy to pronounce and
never old-fashioned.

In ancient Israel names were usually
given because of the meaning they con-
veyed. And this is true to a considerable
extent in Africa today. You will find it
interesting to know the whys and where-
fores of naming African babies.

Parents Speak

At hand is a letter from the Chishona-
speaking parents of Musatye. Both father
and mother are dedicated servants of Je-
hovah God, and they devote 150 hours a
month to preaching to others about the
wonderful purposes of the true God. This
is in addition to caring for their family
of seven. Dennis, Stella and Reuben are
their first three, but three of the last four
children were given Chishona names:
Musatye, Vimbai (we-mbi) “Feel Confi-
dent,” and Kurirai (koo-re-ri) “Over-
come.” The fourth was named Witness.
The parent explained:

‘When we were naming our last four
children, we did so with the thought of
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By “Awake!" correspondent in Rhodesia

encouraging ourselves as a family in the
Christian faith. For example, when calling

W itness thefamily as a whole would know

that we are Jehovah’s witnesses. When
calling our girl Musatye, the family as a
whole would know that we must not be
fearful of those who Kill the body and are
not able to kill the soul. (Matt. 10:28)
When calling
know that it should be confident, loyal
to Jehovah and his organization. When
calling Kurirai, the family would know
that we should overcome difficulties put
on us by the Devil and by other enemies
of Jehovah and his organization.’

If Musatye’sfather were to call these

last four children one after the other, he
would practically be giving a sermon, and
a stirring one at that. Another happy
thought is that this family has gentle re-
minders every day of what they want to
be or do. Surely these are good reasons
for giving thought to selecting fine names.

The mother of another family writes
that having only sons is not as bright a
picture as having both sons and daugh-
ters, and she reflects this attitude in her
choice of names:

AWAKE!
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“The first girl in my family is Chiedza
[che-edza]. Chiedza means ‘1ight.” | named
her Chiedza because | wanted children of
both sexes in my family. 1 had already
given birth to two boys, so when | gave
birth to a girl there was light in the fami-
ly. The second girl is Tsitsi [tse-tse].
Tsitsi means ‘kindness.” | named her
Tsitsi because Chiedza was the only girl
in the family and had no partner to play
with, so it was kindness for the second
girl to be born into the family.”

Say Them Aloud

In the four main dialect groups of the
Chishona-speaking people there is a wealth
of pretty names. You are sure to enjoy
the following selection if you read them
aloud.*

Tendai (te-ndi)—"“Give Thanks.” One
man named his son this because, though
he loved his four daughters, he was thank-
ful that his fifth child was a boy.

Ngoni (ngb-ne)—“Mercy.” An appre-
ciative couple bestowed this name on their
second child because they considered it a
great mercy to have another son after the
death of their firstborn.

Chipo (che-po)—“Gift.” Farisa (fa-re-
sa)—“Make Happy.” We have met many
Chipos and Farisas, but | was most im-
pressed by a mother who had four sets
of twins and seven other children. Would
you be made happy to receive your four-
teenth and fifteenth gift of children? She
was. She permitted me to hold these two
beautiful, velvet-skinned babies, and |
shared her happiness.

Rudo (roo-do)—*“Love.” This name is
found in every Chishona-speaking com-

* Here are some pronunciation helps for the Chishona
language: a as in far; a as in fate; e as in pet; e as in
bee; |as in pint; & as in note; 00 as_in room; aw as
in pawn. Roll all “r”s softly, otherwise you will lose
some of the attractive melodious sound. Where the
following consonant combinations appear in_a name
they have the sound of those in the words in paren-

theSes: ch (chain), mb (comb), mw (am with), nd
(end), ng (singer), ny (Kenya), pf (top few), ts (its).
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munity, and its popularity is equal to that
of Johnand Mary among the Europeans.
In view of the fact that God is love, and
that Christians are commanded to love
God and love their neighbor, it is little
wonder that Rudo is one of the favorite
names. As with many other African names,
it is one that can be given to either girl
or boy.

Deeper Meanings

The significance of names is not always
readily apparent. A long list of events or
perhaps the family history will be recalled
by a name given to a baby. For example,
the names of the children of a friend of
mine intrigued me, and | had the mean-
ings all worked out in my mind. However,
see how wrong | was, .as pointed out by
the father:

Hatina (ha-te-na)—“We Do Not Have.”
Since she was their firstborn | reasoned
that the parents thought, “We have no
child but this one.” But the father ex-
plained: ‘It is the African custom to de-
sire big families and many relatives, but
of my paternal grandfather’ family of ten
only three lived. Of my own father’s off-
spring there were only two. Consequently
at the birth of my daughter | said, “We
do not have relatives.”’

Tapfuma(ta-pfoo-ma)—*“We Are Rich.”
My thought: “They have two girls and
now a son so they are rich.” But that is
only a small part of why the father chose
this name. His reasons: ‘l came from a
poor family and had very little education,
and yet by the time my third child was
born | could count my riches like this: As
a watch repairman | worked and bought
a motorcar; we have a son as heir; and,
most important, we have the privilege of
prayer and a knowledge of God’s truth
that puts us in line for eternal life. Think-
ing of all this, | then said, “Now we are
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rich.” That is why | named this boy
Tapfuma*

Netsai (ne-tsi)—“Trouble.” This word
can also mean “Weary.” To my way of
thinking, four children in six and a half
years would cause the mother to be weary.
But the difficulties that prompted the
name were not attributed to the child. The
father said that his wife had been danger-
ously anemic, his mother ill and his first-
born,
came into the world during a period of
trouble, she received that name, but not
as a disparagement to her. Did you read
Netsai aloud? Lovely, isn't it?

Names in Other Languages

As you may have noted, parents some-
times use English words to name their
children. For example, some children grow
up with names such as Gift, Precious,
Shepherd and so forth. An African teacher
said concerning his son: “l named him
Blessing because | felt that it is God Je-
hovah who gives good gifts [Jas. 1:17],
so the child came to me as a blessing from
Jehovah.”

Many African marriages end in divorce
if there are no children from the union,
and having only one child seems disgrace-
ful to a great many of the people. But
not so with this man and his wife of the
Nsenga tribe who, for ten years of mar-
riage, had only one child, Samuel. To their
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Hatina,sick also. Since the childn a few:

second-born son they gave the name
ndu (loo-ndoo), which has two meanings,
“calm” and “delayer.” This well describes
their quiet, untroubled, married sta-
tus during the ten-year delay between
Samuel and Lundu.

The Cinyanja-speaking people living in
Rhodesia are from either Zambia or Ma-
lawi, and they too select interesting and
sweet names for their offspring. To men-

sion,” Chifundo (che-foo-nd5) *“Mercy,”
Chuma (choo-ma) “Rich.” A circuit over-
seer of Jehovah’s witnesses expressed his
view of being father to twins by naming
them Madalitso (ma-da-le-ts5) “Blessings”
for the son and Chimwemwe (che-mwe-
mwe) “Joy” for the daughter. These par-
ents occasionally address the twins by the
English words as well.

To give your child the name of a per-
son of faith in the Bible is certainly com-
mendable, especially if you know the
thought behind it: Sarah, “princess”; Na-
omi, “My Pleasantness”; Daniel, “God Is
(My) Judge”; David, *“Beloved.” Like
those Israelites of old, we see many of
our African friends also giving their chil-
dren names with thoughts behind them.
It can be a delightful way of selecting a
name. And Do Not Fear is an encouraging
thought and quite an acceptable name for
a little miss if you say it in Chishona,
Musatye.

uwhrgAgirgt a Ceiling”

« In discussing the earth’s population, Nathan Keyfitz, Professor of Demography,
pointed out that a doubling of earth’s population took place between 1825 and
1927, or in 102 years. The evidence is that a second doubling, from 2 to 4 billion
(thousand million) will occur by 1975, or in just a space of forty-eight years.
However, the professor points out that the rate of increase is rising, and so the
time required might even be less. Then he adds: *On the most optimistic asser-
tions about the number of people that can live on the earth—however uncom-
fortably—only two or three doublings more are possible. Under the best of cir-
cumstances we are pushing against a ceiling that will be reached within the
lifetimes of children already born.”—Environment—Resources. Pollution & Society

(1971), page 32.
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WT) LOOD transfusions now Kill at least

3,500 Americans and medically in-
jure another 50,000 each year.” So says
Dr. J. G. Allen of Stanford University,
considered by many researchers as one of
the foremost authorities on the blood prob-
lem in the United States. However, be-
cause of poor reporting habits on the part
of many physicians the real rate, accord-
ing to the Center for Disease Controls,
could be as high as 35,000 deaths and 500,-
000 illnesses each year due to blood trans-
fusions—The National Observer, Janu-
ary 29, 1972,

Included in those statistics, let it be not-
ed, are none of the Christian witnesses of
Jehovah. Why not? Not merely because
they are unwilling to risk the dangers of
blood transfusions but primarily because
they do not want to incur God’s displea-
sure. God is displeased with blood trans-
fusions. Where does the Bible forbid blood
transfusions?’” do you ask?

Since there were no blood transfusions
when the Bible was written, we should not
expect the Bible to mention them in so
many words. But God in his Word does
plainly forbid the use of blood of another
creature to sustain one’s own life, and
this he did on three specific occasions.
Therefore the use of blood for transfu-
sions comes under that prohibition.

Thus after the flood Jehovah God told
Noah and his sons that “every moving
animal that is alive may serve as food for
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you.” With that permission went two pro-
hibitions: “Only flesh with its soul—its
blood—you must not eat,” and, “Anyone
shedding man’s blood, by man will his own
blood be shed.” Neither of these two bans
was ever rescinded.—Gen. 9:3-6.

Some eight centuries later God again
forbade the eating of blood, and that in the
strongest of terms, because the penalty
for eating “any sort of blood” was death.
Blood was to be used only “to make atone-
ment for your souls” upon the altar.—Lev.
17:10-14.

While Christians are not under the Mo-
saic law, they nevertheless are not free
to eat blood. Why not? First of all because
the prohibition on eating blood, given to
Noah and his sons long before the time
of Moses, still applies to all mankind, as
already noted. And secondly, the Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures specifically show
that that prohibition still applies to Chris-
tians. Thus the Christian council that met
at Jerusalem to consider circumcision and
related questions sent out instructions to
the effect that Christians were “to
abstaining from things sacrificed to idols
and from blood and from things strangled
and from fornication.”—Acts 15:20, 29.

More and more medical authorities are
warning against widespread use of blood
transfusions. In fact, it may be only a
matter of time, and not a long time either,
before the medical profession will discard
blood transfusions as a passing fad, even
as years ago they dropped bloodletting.
Typical of this trend is what Swedish and
German authorities on blood transfusions
told a symposium of twenty-five Norwe-
gian professors of medicine and medical
directors regarding the superiority of plas-
ma expanders over whole blood:

“It is no overstatement that there is to-
day a waste of blood at hospitals all over
the world. ... It is today possible with
a neutral preparation to expand the vol-
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ume of blood plasma—the fluid which car-
ries the corpuscles throughout the body.
... Every individual has his own ‘satura-
tion point’ in the relation between the
amount of red blood cells and the intake
of oxygen. If the amount of blood cells
gets too high, there is a decrease of the
intake of oxygen because the blood is too
viscous [too thick].” Because of this “a
patient in many cases would be better off
with less blood cells, consequently, only
the lost plasma is substituted. Most im-
portant in this connection is the fact that
the risk of blood clots thereby is reduced.
A number of examinations have proved
dextran to have this effect. To prevent
blood clots we can almost say as a rule
the first bottle used at a transfusion should
be dextran.”

Noting other benefits from using dex-
tran rather than blood, these authorities
went on to say: “Certain serious diseases
may be transmitted via blood. There have
been so many such cases recently that one
at least should not take unnecessary risks.
Moreover, a blood transfusion is to be re-
garded as any other transplantation, for
example, of kidney or other tissue. ‘For-
eign’ blood also alarms the body’s anti-
bodies, although the consequences may
not be as obvious as when a kidney is re-
jected.”—Dagbladet, April 22, 1971.

Yes, blood is a tissue, just as the heart
and the Kkidneys are tissue. Because it is
a “liquid tissue” this fact is not generally
appreciated. Immunological forces, placed
in the body by the Creator to protect it,
oppose any foreign tissue and raise up
antibodies to fight against it. That is why
the popularity of heart transplants was
so short-lived.

Life magazine, September 17, 1971,
showed a picture on the front cover of six
persons who had received heart trans-
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plants and who seemed to be well and hap-
py at the time. But within just eight
months after the picture was taken all six
of these had succumbed to their body’s
efforts to reject foreign tissue. The article
told how “the rejection drugs triggered
bizarre acts,” and that “their ballooning
faces haunted one doctor.” The author of
the article, who has written a book on the
subject, Hearts, also reported that the
death rate for heart transplants for the
first three years was more than 85 per-
cent. One surgeon, who transplanted
twenty-two hearts, had every last one of
his patients die. And while he dismissed
the entire matter as “a procedure which
we tried and—for the time being—dis-
carded,” the patients were not able to be
so casual about it. And here again, it might
be noted, that the stand of the Christian
witnesses of Jehovah—that such trans-
plants are in effect a form of cannibalism
——proved a safeguard. How so? In that it
spared them much frustration, grief and
anxiety, which were experienced not only
by the patients and their relatives but even
by many of the assisting medical person-
nel.

‘If blood transfusions also violate the
immunological principle, then why do they
not prove as lethal as do heart trans-
plants?’ you may ask. The reason is that
blood is a temporary tissue. A temporary
tissue? Yes, for in every second of time
millions of red blood cells die and are re-
placed. So any foreign’ transfused blood
cells do not remain for long in the body.

Surely the Bible unequivocally testifies
that God’s servants must “keep abstaining
from ... blood.” Those who heed that com-
mand not only have the satisfaction that
they are obeying God, but may well save
themselves much grief because of the risks
involved in blood transfusions.

AWAKE!
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Refrigerated Power Lines

@ Research is being pushed
to develop refrigerated power
cables. There are many advan-
tages. Running them under-
ground will enhance the view
of the countryside, which is so
often marred by power lines.
By refrigerating the cables
they become superconducting
and are able to carry eight
times as much power as cables
of the same size that are now
in overhead power lines. Un-
refrigerated lines running un-
derground can seldom be more
than twenty miles in length
because heat builds up and re-
duces their carrying capacity.
Refrigerated cables can stretch
for hundreds of miles under-
?r_ound but would require re-
rigeration stations at various
intervals. It is said that the
cost of such a system would
be about 60 Ipercent of what
a conventional underground ca-
ble costs per mile.

Improving Diamonds

¢ It is common for gem dia-
monds to contain various im-
perfections. Until recently it
was impossible to remove’ the
material imbedded in the gems.
The laser has changed this.
In a recent experiment a laser
was focused on an extremely
small area of a diamond, and
it cut a tiny hole to the imbed-
ded imperfection, which was
then removed. No change was
caused in the stone’s natural
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reflection of light. Further-
more, the hole was so small
that it could be seen only un-
der magnification.

Strange Belts over Earth

@ When the Apollo 16 astro-
nauts were on the moon in
April they took some photo-
graphs of the earth In ul-
traviolet light. Much to the
surprise of scientists, these
pictures revealed two glow-
ing belts covering part of the
earth. It is theorized that they
are caused by electric currents
flowing high above the surface
of the earth.

Moon Theory Collapses

@ Since man has been send-
ing out spacecraft to various
ﬁarts of ourwsolar system he
as had to discard one theory
after another because of the
information returned by these
space probes. Examination of
the 200 pounds of lunar rocks
brought back by the recent
flight of Apollo 16 has caused
another theory to collapse. It
had been theorized that lava
flowing from the interior of
the moon had filled in much
of the elevated regions. But
the rock samples brought back
from one of these regions
showed no signs of volcanic
lava. The Wall Street Journal
observed: “The upshot is that
carefully constructed theories
about the formation of the lu-

nar highlands covering 80%
of the moon’s surface must
now be abandoned.”

Report from Mars

9% The Mariner 9 spacecraft
has been returning interesting
reports from the planet Mars.
Since it began circling the plan-
et in November 1971, it has
sent back 6,800 pictures. Some
of the pictures show features
on the surface of the planet
that are as small as one hun-
dred yards across. Others cov-
er wide areas. The pictures
reveal what appear to be gi-
gantic volcanoes, canyons,
areas heavily cratered by me-
teorites and an “ice cap” of
frozen carbon dioxide at the
south pole that is said to be
200 miles in diameter.

Oxygen Supply Endangered

¢@ It has been estimated by
one scientist that approximate-
ly 50 percent of the earth’s
ree oxygen is produced by
the immense Amazon forest
in  South America. Because
Brazilian and foreign develop-
ers receive sizable tax incen-
tives for investing in the area,
there is a tremendous amount
of tree cutting in the forest to
clear land for cattle ranches
and other projects. In the past
four years more than 300 cat-
tie ranches, involving more
than a million acres, have
been formed in this manner.
According to Warwick Esteves
Kerr, the president of the Bra-
zilian Society for the Advance-
ment of Science, the Amazon
forest may be destroyed by
the woodcutters within thirty-
five years. Scientists fear that
once the forest is cut down
and the thin topsoil is washed
away by tropical rains, there
will be nothing but a desert
left. More than that, the life-
giving oxygen supply for the
earth would be drastically cut.

Nitrogen Endangering Fish

¢@ In 1971, approximately 90
percent of the salmon and
steelhead trout in the Colum-
bia River were killed because
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of too much nitrogen in the
water. The many dams con-
structed on the river are the
reason why the water is super-
saturated with this gas. When
water spills over a dam it
traps air and carries it deep
below the surface of the wa-
ter. The greater pressure there
forces nitrogen into solutions
that, in some instances, mea-
sure up to 42 percent above
normal. A nitrogen solution
that exceeds 10 percent injures
fish, and when it exceeds 25
percent it usually Kills them.
Natural high waterfalls also
cause a supersaturation of ni-
trogen, but the rocky riverbed
helps to dissipate the nitrogen.
The dams have changed this
on the Columbia River by ere-
ating a string of slack-water
lakes between them. Thus the
nitrogen saturation builds up
from one dam to the next. Ef-
forts are being made to cor-
rect the problem.

Fetal Death from Pesticide

@ According to Medical World
News of May 12, 1972, the
widely used pesticide known
as parathion has been identi-
fied as a possible cause of
death or malformation of ba-
bies before birth. The findin
was reported by Dr. Raymon
D. Harbison, assistant profes-
sor of pharmacology and bio-
chemistry.

Reasons to Be Trim

@ A sixteen-year study of
heart disease indicates that a
man who is 25 percent over-
weight has a 50-percent great-
er chance of having heart
trouble than a man who is
not overweight. The danger of
having a stroke, heart failure
or coronary disease is greater
in overweight men and women
than in people who are trim.

Why Tobacco Not Banned

@ Incriminating evidence
against the smoking of tobac-
co continues to mount. There
is little doubt in the minds of
the medical profession about
the health-damaging effects of
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smoking. So, many people won-
der why such use of tobacco
is not officially banned. One
answer was given by a Cana-
dian minister of health, John
Munro. He said: “When we
consider doing that, we have
to remember that not every-
body in Canada smokes and
that the tobacco industry it-
self is a major contributor to
the health of the Canadian
economy.” In other words, peo-
pie ma e money in the busi-
ness, and they are not particu-
Iarly worried about how others
are affected. He also expressed
the view that he did not think
a ban would be effective.

Sick Society

@ Commenting on the wide-
spread use of marijuana, an
editorial in the Canadian news-
paper The Spectator of May
20, 1972, made the following
comments about the state of
human society: “Smoking mar-
ijuana, like addiction to 'hard
drugs,” cannot be regarded as
a step into a new freedom, a
realization of the individual’s
right to do as he pleases. A
healthy, orderly society is
one in which individual self-
restraint is the ideal and the
law is not much in evidence.
It does not matter what the
law says if a society is sick
with decay or despair. Mankind
has always craved for stimu-
lation of the senses. Against
this, the law is powerless; the
only effective weapon is reli-
gion, and the generally sad
state of that in our society
needs no comment.”

German Nurse Shortage

¢ The German magazine Der
Spiegel of March 27, 1972, re-
ported that West Germany has
a serious shortage of nurses.
Some 30,000 hospital beds are
empty because there are no
nurses to care for the patients.
It appears that interest in
nursing careers has declined.
Hospital officials hope that a
better dividing of the work
and better possibilities for ad-

vancement will help to remedy
the situation.

Vasectomy’s Problems

@ It has become the popular
thing for a man to undergo
a vasectomy, an operation that
renders him sterile. Comment-
ing on this fad, Dr. William
A. Nolen observed: “lI wonder
whether we haven’t gone over-
board, whether five, ten, or
twenty years from now some
men ‘arent going to regret
that they had it. I'm afraid
patients and doctors often un-
derestimate or overlook some
of the possible complications
associated with vasectomy,
which can be serious.” One
complication, accordlng to Dr.
Nolen, is that “vasectomy is
rarely reversible.” Why? Well,
he says that it is extremely
difficult for a surgeon to line
up the channel in a severed
vas, which channel is only the
size of the tip of a needle, and
that the chance of success is
slim. Another serious compli-
cation is a change that may
later enter a man’s life if his
wife dies and he remarries or
if a child dies and he yearns
for another child. Potency is
still another factor. Since it
is 95 percent psychological, ac-
cording to this doctor, a vasec-
tomy can affect it because of
the adverse psychological ef-
feet the operation can have
on a man. Another, even more
important reason for thinking
twice about the operation is
the clear indication in the Bi-
ble that God does not approve
of the mutilation of reproduc-
tive powers.

Bloodless Surgery

@ A growing number of sur-
geons are terdg to develo
surgical methods that will
eliminate blood transfusions.
This movement has developed
from the desire to avoid the
hazards of blood transfusions.
A shortage of blood donors is
also a factor. Commenting on
the hazards of blood transfu-
sions, Dr. James R. Eckenhoff,
dean of Northwestern Univer-
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sity medical school, was re-
ported by the Kansas City
Star of May 24, 1972, as say-
ing: “The transfusion itself
may cause death . . . one of
every 4,000 to 5,000 bottles of
blood has fatal effects from
blood mismatching, allergic re-
sponse or contaminated blood.
Even when the effect is not
fatal, already sick patients
sometimes are made sicker
by problems caused by donor
blood.” The paper also quotes
Dr. Denton Cooley of Houston,
Texas, as saying that “the fact
is evident now that most ma-
jor surgery can be done with-
out transfusions.”

Mad Foxes and Skunks

¢ Rabies is on the rise among
wild animals in the United
States, and this presents an
ever-growing threat to humans
who might be bitten by them.
In 1971 the reported cases of
rabies noted among wild ani-
mals was 30 percent above
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that of the previous year. The
Center for Disease Control is
concerned that this rise in the
disease may cause a rise of
it among humans. Dr. Karl
Kappus warned: “Healthy wild
animals are going to be wary
of people. Any animal like a
skunk or a fox that comes up
to people with a grin on its
face is likely to be infected.”
He also cautioned pet owners
to be wary of highly variable
behavior in their pets.

Terrified Teacher

@ A teacher in a primary
school in Birmingham, En-
gland, has decided to retire sev-
en years early because she is
terrified of becoming a victim
of violence from ten-year-old
pupils. She has been a teacher
for thirty years. She said: “I
am not the first to resign, or
by any means the last. ... |
have had to endure constant
insults and obscenities.”

Clergy in Politics

@ A report presented to the
General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland urged cler-
gymen to give more place in
their sermons to political is-
sues. It also urged them to be
more involved In political ac-
tivities. How contrary this is
to the example set by Jesus
Christ, who did not become
involved in worldly politics
and who said that his follow-
ers “are no part of the world.”
—John 17:14.

Catholic Protests in Italy

@ Italian bishops are express-
ing concern about the increas-
ing protests by priests and
laymen in Italy. A manifesto
was recently issued by thirty-
three Italian theologians criti-
cizing the leadership of the
Catholic church. They had ap-
pealed to priests and laymen
to proceed with church re-
forms even if they contradict
the pope and the bishops.

Why Does Astrology
Flourish?

In the United States alone 50 million persons are
involved in astrology to various degrees. In other
countries untold millions are fascinated with it too.

Is it linked with the spirit realm? Are there facts
about this that you should know to protect yourself

and your family? Is
harmful?

it possible for astrology to be

You will find helpful information about this in

chapter seven of the
to Eternal Life.” This

book “The Truth That Leads
hard-covered book of 192 pages
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Please send me The Truth That Leads to Eternal Life, for which | enclose 25c.
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Do You
Dream of Traveling
to Distant Places?

It is interesting to see people who live
differently from the way you do. It can
be educational to learm about their way
of life.

It may be that you do not have the
financial means to travel to other lands.
Nevertheless, you can enjoy listening to
people In distant lands as they talk
about their way of life, their personal
activities and their experiences.

You will enjoy the articles in Awake! maga-
zine that tell about peoples in other lands.
Through their eyes you can see the things of
interest there and can become familiar with
their way of life. In this way you can feel the
pulse of life in distant places. Articles from
various countries appear in Awake! throughout
the year.

Have Awake! come into your home regularly.
It will arrive twice a month for a year if you
send only $1,50.

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11201

Please send me Awake! magazine for oner%/ear‘, for which I enclose $1.50. Send also the gift

booklets, “This Good News ?1 the Iémngdo 7 “Look! 1T Am Making All Things New” and
Saving the Human Race—in the Kingdom Way.
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