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“ It is  already the hour fo r you to  awake.״
— Romans 13:11
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they mean it for somebody else, not them- 
selves. The well-to-do middle-class parent 
that offers a policeman a bribe not to ar- 
rest his son . . . ignores the fact that he 
is committing a crime. . . . How can any- 
one expect the cops to be incorruptible” 
when so many other people are corrupt?

But is there not a sizable portion of the 
populace of almost every country, and es- 
pecially among the younger generation, 
who profess to take morals seriously? Yes, 
they do profess to be righteously indignant 
over what might be termed major issues of 
morality or wrongs—the injustice of war, 
the injustices caused by racial discrimina- 
tion, and the exploitation of workers.

Yet, how many of these protesters 
against injustices are truly consistent 
when it comes to personal morals? Appar- 
ently few indeed. For as headmaster Barr 
of the Dalton Schools observed, these pro- 
fess to adhere to a “macro-morality,” one 
that involves big issues; but they are whol-

THAT is a question that every right- 
minded person could well ask himself, 

especially in these days. Look where you 
will in business, in industry, among the 
professions, in government and you find 
that the lack of morals is appalling. Un- 
less you are on guard you can easily be 
influenced by this trend.

Typical is the gross and widespread po- 
lice corruption revealed by New York 
city’s Knapp investigating committee dur- 
ing October 1971. At one hearing a former 
policeman charged that in one precinct of 
seventy policemen there were only two 
honest cops, only two that refused bribes. 
At another one of the hearings the charge 
was made that the police themselves traf- 
fic in narcotics, that $7,000,000 worth of 
such drugs disappeared after being taken 
in police raids, the officers themselves sell- 
ing it. And so the sordid revelations went 
on day after day. According to some ob- 
servers, it was no longer a case of just 
one rotten apple in a barrel that was likely 
to spoil others but of ever so many apples 
being bad.

It may be asked, What else is to be ex- 
pected? As former New York city Council- 
man Earl Brown wrote in the New York 
Times, November 2, 1971, “The problem 
is not police corruption but a lawless so- 
ciety. . . .  To demand that the cop on the 
beat . . .  be incorruptible is to demand 
more than others are willing to live up to. 
When Americans demand law and order
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and abhor what is bad. To safeguard your- 
self as regards morals you must fortify 
yourself both positively and negatively, as 
it were, by loving and clinging to what 
is good and by hating and avoiding what 
is bad. “Hate what is bad,” and “abhor 
what is wicked, cling to what is good,” 
God’s Word tells us.—Ps. 97:10; Rom. 
12:9.

To be in earnest about morals is the 
course of wisdom. It is the course with the 
least, if any, regrets. We cannot escape it. 
If we are careless, as when toying with 
sexual immorality, we lose our self-respect 
and will be plagued with a guilty con- 
science. Persons with a bad conscience 
‘flee even though there is no one pursuing 
them, but the righteous are as confident 
as a young lion’ the inspired proverb says. 
—Prov. 28:1.

To help you to be in earnest about mor- 
als, make it a habit to read the Holy Bible, 
God’s Word, daily. It will furnish you with 
guidance, enlightenment and strength to 
take the right course and enable you to 
avoid the wrong. It sums up man’s require- 
ments: “What is Jehovah asking back 
from you but to exercise justice and to 
love kindness and to be modest in walk- 
ing with your God?” To exercise justice 
means ‘to do to others as you would have 
them do to you.’ And helping to motivate 
you to that end is the principle: “The 
wages sin pays is death, but the gift God 
gives is everlasting life by Christ Jesus 
our Lord.”—Mic. 6:8; Luke 6:31; Rom. 
6:23.

There is no mistaking it: If we want 
to be pleasing to our Creator, if we want 
to do that which is right by our fellow- 
man, if we want to take the course that 
in the long run is the most rewarding, 
then we must take morals seriously. 
“Whatever a man is sowing, this he will 
also reap.”—Gal. 6:7.

ly indifferent when it comes to “micro” 
or personal morality. Most inconsistently, 
they manifest no qualms of conscience 
when it comes to cheating in school tests, 
stealing, lying, being cruel to their par- 
ents or destroying the property of others.

Helping to make matters worse are 
many of the clergymen of Christendom, 
especially the modern or “liberal” ones. 
They have long winked at immoral con- 
duct on the part of their parishioners, and 
now many of them even approve of con- 
duct that is categorically and unequivocal- 
ly condemned and forbidden in God’s 
Word, the Bible, such as premarital sex 
relations and homosexuality.—1 Cor. 6: 
9, 10.

True, the Bible is considered out-of-date 
by many, but has modern man improved his 
lot by discarding the principles laid down 
in the Bible? Are not crime and vio- 
lence rampant as never before? Would 
this be the case if people heeded the Bible 
principle to ‘do to others as you would 
have them do to you’? (Luke 6:31) And 
would there be a pandemic of venereal 
diseases, would rapes and illegitimate 
births be increasing by leaps and bounds 
if the Bible principles were followed, lim- 
iting sexual intercourse to persons duly 
married to each other?—1 Cor. 7:1, 2.

Not to take morals earnestly is to stamp 
one as a fool, yes, as even mad, according 
to the Bible, the Word of God. Thus we 
read: “To a fool it is like sport to do 
wrong.” “Like a madman who hurls deadly 
firebrands and arrows is he who deceives 
his neighbor and says, ‘Was I not jok- 
ing?’ ”—Prov. 10:23; 26:18, 19, An Amer- 
ican Translation.

Morals are no sport, they are not to be 
considered as a mere joking matter. They 
are to be taken in earnest. That is why 
God’s Word commands us not only to love 
and to do what is right but also to hate
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event, said of Jesus: 
“This one is the Son of 
God.”—Matt. 3:17; John 
1:34.

J e s u s ’ apostles  and 
friends repeatedly iden- 
titled him in this way. 
Said Nathanael: “Rabbi, 
you are the Son of God.” 
(John 1:49) Peter ex- 
claimed: “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” (Matt. 16: 

16) Martha confessed: “You are the 
Christ, the Son of God.” (John 11:27) The 
apostle John wrote so people might be- 
lieve that “Jesus is the Christ the Son of 
God.” (John 20:31) And of the apostle 
Paul’s ministry it is said: “He began to 
preach Jesus, that this One is the Son of 
God.”—Acts 9:20.

Did Peter, Paul, John or any other of 
Jesus’ followers preach that he was God? 
No, from these scriptures it is clear that 
they taught he was God’s Son.

Why Many Believe that Jesus Is God 
Why, then, do many religious people 

today believe that Jesus is God? It is due 
principally to the teaching of church lead- 
ers who, in the language of the fourth- 
century Nicene Creed, identified Jesus as 
,very God of very God, begotten not made, 
of one substance with the Father.’

Yet some persons may object that this 
is not so. Their belief, they claim, is based 
on the testimony of Jesus’ own apostles.

This matter deserves our close atten- 
tion, for apostles did refer to Jesus as 
“God.” But did they believe him to be the 
Almighty God? And did Jesus describe 
himself as “God”? Let us see.

Jesus Called “God”
First it is of interest to note, as does 

Canon Theologian of Coventry Cathedral

DURING the reign of the Roman em- 
peror Augustus Caesar, a child named 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea. 
He grew to maturity and was finally ex- 
ecuted during the rule of Tiberius Caesar, 
the successor of Augustus.

Today Jesus Christ is better known 
than even the Roman Caesars who ruled 
during his lifetime. In fact, churches com- 
monly teach that he is God. But is this 
true? Is Jesus really Almighty God?

It is vital that we know. For if Jesus 
is not God, and yet one worships him as 
if he were, think what that means. One 
would be worshiping someone other than 
Almighty God. Surely that would be dis- 
pleasing to the Creator! So let us exam- 
ine carefully what personal acquaintances 
of Jesus said regarding his identity.

Testimony of Acquaintances
Showing that Jesus was clearly no ordi- 

nary person, an angel announced in ad- 
vance his conception and birth, saying: 
“This one will be great and will be called 
Son of the Most High.” Notice that the 
angel said, not “God,” but “Son of the 
Most High.”—Luke 1:30-32.

At thirty years of age Jesus presented 
himself to be baptized. On that occasion 
God’s own voice said: “This is my Son, 
the beloved, whom I have approved.” And 
so John the Baptist, who witnessed the
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Epiphanes (“God Manifest”) on coins. And 
the first-century Roman emperor Domi- 
tian affected the honor of being “Lord and 
God.” The Bible, too, acknowledges pow- 
erful persons as “gods,” saying, “There 
are many ‘gods’ and many ‘lords.’ ”—ICor. 
8:5; compare Psalm 82:1-7.

What About John 1:1?
Yet some persons contend that Jesus is 

not a lesser “god,” as are powerful angels 
or humans, but is actually the Almighty 
God. They often point to John 1:1 as proof 
that Jesus is truly God.

A common rendering of John 1:1 is: 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.” (Authorized Version) But does this 
text really say that Jesus is God Al- 
mighty? Actually in the original Greek the 
language is not that explicit. Thus the New 
World Translation reads: “In the begin- 
ning the Word was, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was a god ”

However, some persons may claim that 
it is wrong to translate the text that way. 
They say that according to the rules of 
Greek grammar it must be translated “the 
Word was God.” But is this so?

The Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Vol. 
ΧΙΠ, No. 4, October 1951, observed: 
“Grammar alone cannot prove how the 
predicate in this verse should be trans- 
lated, whether ‘God’ or ‘a god.’ ” And in- 
dicating propriety for the rendering “a 
god,” The New American Bible (1970) in 
its section “Biblical Terms Explained” 
says under the word “God” : “In Jn 1:1, 
the Word is called ‘God’ but the original 
Greek term used here, theos [God], is not 
the usual word for God, ho theos [the 
God].”*

* Some Bibles, instead of translating the text "the 
Word was God," render it, “the Word wag divine." 
—See An American Translation by E. J. Goodspeed 
and A New Translation by James Moffatt.

A W A K E !

H. W. Montefiore, that “very seldom in- 
deed is Jesus called God in the New Testa- 
ment.”1

In a lecture at the University of Man- 
Chester, visiting Professor of Theology 
G. H. Boobyer explained: “Some nine or 
ten passages occur in which Jesus is, or 
might be, alluded to as ‘God’ (‘theos’) . . . .  
Two or three of these, however, are highly 
dubious, and, of the remainder, varying 
degrees of . . , uncertainty attach to 
all save one, which is Thomas’s adoring 
acclaim of the risen Jesus in John xx. 28 
as ‘My Lord and my God!’ Distinguishing 
this passage from the others, Vincent Tay- 
lor—a moderately conservative scholar on 
christological problems—speaks of it as 
‘the one clear ascription of Deity to Christ’ 
in the New Testament.”2

But does even this one apparently “clear 
ascription of Deity to Christ” prove that 
he is the Almighty God? John Martin 
Creed, as Professor of Divinity in the 
University of Cambridge, observed: “׳The 
adoring exclamation of St. Thomas ‘my 
Lord and my God’ (Joh. xx. 28) is still 
not quite the same as an address to Christ 
as being without qualification God, and 
it must be balanced by the words of the 
risen Christ himself to Mary Magdalene 
(v . 17): ‘Go unto my brethren and say 
to them, I ascend unto my Father and 
your Father, and my God and your God.’ ”*

Thomas may have addressed Jesus as 
“God” in the qualified sense of his being 
“a god,” but not Almighty God. The 
Scriptures speak of spirit persons or angels 
as gods. For example, 2 Corinthians 4:4 
says, “The god of this system of things 
has blinded the minds of the unbelievers.” 
Here the wicked angel Satan the Devil is 
called “god.”

Also at that time powerful humans were 
commonly called “god.” For example, the 
Seleucid king Antiochus IV, who ruled 
from 175-163 B.C.E., styled himself Theos
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hence proves him to be God. However, 
Karl Rahner says that “it should be noted 
that precisely in St. John’s First Epistle 
ό θεός [ho theos, “the true God”] so often 
certainly means the Father that it must 
be understood of the Father throughout 

the Epistle, unless we 
are  to suppose th a t 
some incomprehen- 
sible change has taken 
place in the subject 
referred to by ό ■θεός.”5 

Another text that is 
said to show that Je- 

sus is God is Romans 9:5, which says: 
“Christ came, who is over all, God blessed 
for ever. Amen.” (AV) Vincent Taylor 
notes that there are differences of opinion, 
but adds: “I think the balance of opinion 
falls on this side, and that Christ is not 
addressed as God.”4 Thus modern trans- 
lations commonly render the text in a way 
to make a clearer distinction between God 
and Christ.

In connection with Titus 2:13 the ques- 
tion is whether the Greek should be ren- 
dered ‘the glory of our great God and Sav- 
ior, Jesus Christ,’ or ‘the glory of the 
great God, and of our Savior Jesus Christ.’ 
As Vincent Taylor observes: “The gram- 
marians range themselves on both sides.”4 
Thus, as with John 1:1, grammar alone 
is not conclusive in showing how the text 
should be translated.

Therefore the teaching of the rest of 
the Scriptures regarding the identity of 
God must govern the rendering of certain 
texts—whether they should represent Je- 
sus as truly “God,” or as separate from 
and subordinate to Almighty God. What 
does examination of the Scriptural evi- 
dence reveal?

Subordinate or Equal?
Consider John 1:18, which reads: “No 

man has seen God at any time; the only-

The truth is, just how John 1:1 should 
be translated cannot be definitely deter- 
mined solely by rules of Greek grammar. 
As Divinity Professor John Martin Creed 
noted: “The Prologue [John 1:1] is less 
explicit in Greek with the anarthrous 
[theos without the ar- 
tide ho (the) ] than it 
appears to be in En- 
glish.”3

Thus this text alone 
is inconclusive in iden- 
tifying whether Jesus 
is truly “God,” or is 
a subordinate, lesser “god.” Do the few 
other texts where “Jesus is, or might be, 
alluded to as ‘God’ ” prove that he is really 
Almighty God?

Other Bible Texts
As already noted, there is “uncertainty” 

that Jesus is the one called “God” in some 
of these texts; and other texts are “highly 
dubious.” For example, 1 Timothy 3:16 
says, “God was manifest in the flesh.” 
(AV) But most modern translations read 
instead, “He who was manifested. . . ” This 
is because, as the footnote of the American 
Standard Version explains: “The word 
God, in place of He who, rests on no suf- 
ficient ancient evidence.”

Also, it cannot be proved that Jesus is 
the one called “God” at 2 Thessalonians 
1:12. Regarding this text that reads, “Ac- 
cording to the grace of our God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (AV), Theologian Vin- 
cent Taylor says: “It is manifest that Paul 
is speaking first of God and secondly of 
Christ.”4 The Roman Catholic scholar 
Karl Rahner puts 2 Peter 1:1 in the same 
category with 2 Thessalonians 1:12, ex- 
plaining that in the Greek, theos “here is 
clearly separated from ‘Christ.’ ”*

Some persons contend that the ascrip- 
tion of 1 John 5:20, “This is the true God, 
and eternal life” (AV) , refers to Jesus and

NEXT ISSUE 

The Radiocarbon Clock 
Gets a Checkup

7MARCH 22, 1972



ously Jesus is not God, but is God’s Son, 
subordinate to him.—John 14:28; 5:30.

What Action Is Vital
Perhaps you believed in all sincerity the 

church’s teaching that Jesus is God, as- 
suming that it was well-founded on the 
Bible. But it is not. It is not based on the 
testimony of the apostles. As Professor of 
Divinity John Martin Creed wrote: “When 
the writers of the New Testament speak 
of God they mean the God and Father of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. When they speak 
of Jesus Christ, they do not speak of him, 
nor do they think of him as God.”3 

It is simply a church tradition that Je- 
sus is God; it is not a Bible teaching. Pro- 
fessor Boobyer notes: “The fact has to be 
faced that New Testament research over, 
say, the last thirty or forty years has been 
leading an increasing number of reputable 
New Testament scholars to the conclusion 
that Jesus . . . certainly never believed 
himself to be God.”2

Yet the churches continue to teach that 
Jesus is God, causing confusion in the 
minds of millions. But worse still, they 
direct the worship of peoples to someone 
other than Almighty God, leading them 
in the way of false worship. Will you re- 
main a member of a religious organiza- 
tion that teaches that Jesus is God? You 
will not, if you really want the favor of 
the true God, Jehovah.
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begotten god who is in the bosom position 
with the Father is the one that has ex- 
plained him.” Here Jesus is called “the 
only-begotten god.” And is it not clear 
that he is separate from and subordinate 
to “the Father,” the God with whom he 
enjoys a choice position?

This conclusion is clearly apparent to 
the objective investigator of the Scrip- 
tures. Martin Werner, as Professor in the 
University of Bern, observed: “Wherever 
in the New Testament the relationship of 
Jesus to God, the Father, is brought into 
consideration, whether with reference to 
his appearance as a man or to his Messi- 
anic status, it is conceived of and repre- 
sented categorically as subordination.”6

Examples of Jesus’ subordination to 
God are cited by Theology Professor 
Boobyer: Jesus “confesses or denies men 
before God (Matt. x. 32f.; Luke xii. 8); he 
intercedes with God on our behalf and as 
heavenly paraclete [“helper”] pleads our 
cause with the Father (Rom. viii. 34; Heb. 
vii. 25; ix. 24; 1 John ii. 1); he is the 
mediator between men and God (1 Tim. 
ii. 5) . . .

“St. Paul is quite explicit about it. . . . 
to quote from the relevant passage in the 
New English Bible translation: ‘ . . . when 
all things are thus subject to him, then 
the Son himself will also be made subordi- 
nate to God . . . and thus God will be all 
in all’ (1 Cor. xv. 28)

But not only in heaven, while here on 
earth also Jesus showed his subordination 
and subjection to God. For example, Jesus 
acknowledged, “The Father is greater 
than I am,” and declared, “I cannot do a 
single thing of my own initiative; . . .  I 
seek, not my own will, but the will of him 
that sent me.” Note that the will of Jesus 
is one will and that of God another! Obvi­
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DIDIT

into decisions of doubtful conformity with 
the faith, contemptuous of tradition, taint- 
ed with secularism.”

Thus a cai’toon in an American maga- 
zine showed the pope handing an aide a 
sheet of paper, saying: “Here are the con- 
elusions the synod is going to reach.” And 
as one Jesuit observer put it, the attitude 
that prevailed was, “Don’t  rock the boat; 
above all, don’t  rock it publicly.” The 
pope’s statement a t the close of the synod 
strongly reaffirming celibacy for Roman 
Catholic priests seems to bear out these 
conclusions.

“World Justice and Peace”
The bishops’ discussion of this, the sec- 

ond theme for consideration by the synod, 
dealt with various facets. There were those 
bishops who argued that the Roman Cath- 
olic Church should demonstrate its sin- 
cerity in speaking about justice by her 
own actions. Cardinal Heenan, primate of 
England, was one of these. He asked 
that “churches, monasteries and convents 
should see what treasures they could sell,” 
the proceeds to be used to help the poor. 
“With great respect,” he continued, “I 
suggest that Rome herself should give the 
lead. . . . There must be thousands of 
chalices, monstrances and other sacred ob- 
jects which are rarely used.”

A Filipino bishop said: “He who would 
speak about justice must first be just.”

WHAT was the pur- 
pose of the some 

210 bishops and other 
C atholic  d ig n ita rie s  
that met at the Vatican 
from September 30 to 
November 5 last year?
It was to come to an 
agreement as to what to 
advise Pope Paul regard- 
ing the state of his ‘flock’ 
and what could be done 
about it. The subjects he chose to be ad- 
vised on were “The Priesthood” and 
“World Justice and Peace.”

The underlying principle of the synod, 
a product of the Vatican II Council, was 
that of “collegiality.” That is, the bishops 
of the Roman Catholic Church were no 
longer to be mere agents of the pope but 
were to share authority with him.

It seems that the bishops accomplished 
little in that regard in their consideration 
of the first subject, “The Priesthood,” for 
they told Pope Paul nothing new. On the 
one hand, they reaffirmed his stand on 
celibacy and, on the other hand, were even 
more negative than the pope himself on 
the subject of ordaining married men as 
priests in special circumstances. As one 
Catholic weekly put it: “The Synod
turned to the incongruous task of teach- 
ing the Pope some doctrinal principles he 
had never expressed the slightest doubt 
on.”—Commonweal, November 26, 1971.

This result is easily accounted for. Pope 
Paul chose the subject matter and its 
wording. He strongly influenced the mem- 
bership of the synod. His appointees also 
manipulated the manner of deliberations. 
Further, at the opening of the synod he 
sternly warned the bishops against being 
influenced by outside pressures. As one 
Catholic reporter put it, “he pictured the 
bishops as surrounded by a horde of 
schemers seeking to stampede the bishops
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And a bishop from Chile reportedly “sent 
older heads into a spin” when he expressed 
the idea that Christianity might mean so- 
cialism.

Still another bishop warned: “Some- 
times the people who live close to terror 
and torture will tell you it is best not to 
interfere from the outside. Also, we must 
all remember that looking at a situation 
from far away it is easy for the Church 
to make a condemnation but often diffi- 
cult to find a solution.” After these dis- 
cussions, and others on justice for women, 
ecology, population control, and so forth, 
the synod adjourned without producing a 
final text on “World Justice and Peace.”

Reporting on this discussion, an Ameri- 
can newsweekly stated: “ ‘Justice in the 
World’ consisted largely of bland gener- 
alities on such topics as economics and 
ecology, and was sent to the Pope with- 
out public release. It protested ‘injustices 
deprived of a voice,’ but stopped short of 
citing specific situations such as those in 
Brazil and South Africa.”—Time, Novem- 
ber 15, 1971.

In brief, here again, the synod took 
great care not to put forth anything that 
would have embarrassed the pope.

How the Bishops Felt
How did the individual bishops feel 

about the way things were being done at 
the synod? On one occasion, when the 
bishops were handed what was supposed 
to be a revised statement but which had 
ignored the hundreds of amendments that 
had been offered, African bishop Ndayen 
exclaimed: “I didn’t  travel thousands of 
kilometers from home to dance the taran- 
tella. Where are the amendments?”

According to Jesuit weekly America, 
“the world at large, and those of us who 
tried to follow the Synod’s process more 
closely shared Bishop Ndayen’s senti- 
ments.” Said the same weekly in a later

According to him, when a church acquires 
great wealth it “causes identification of 
the church with the rich and powerful and 
reduces her credibility when she does 
speak out against injustice and to pro- 
mote justice.” The Canadian delegation 
even went as far as to urge “financial 
openness on the part of the Vatican, na- 
tional conferences, dioceses, religious or- 
ders and related institutions.”

The Vatican itself was criticized on 
three points. First, because it tended to 
accumulate wealth rather than administer 
its property as “the patrimony of the 
poor.” Secondly, because it underpaid its 
employees and subjected them to bad 
working conditions. And thirdly, the Vati- 
can was charged with muzzling the speech 
of its members and convicting without 
adequate trial those it suspects of miscon- 
duct. “Physician, heal thyself,” is the way 
one delegate felt about it.

According to a Jesuit observer, a num- 
ber of speaking prelates suffered a case 
of nerves when some of their listeners 
challenged them to quit speaking in gen- 
eralities about unjust social conditions and 
actually name the guilty governments. 
While a number of bishops wanted the 
Church to get more involved in social is- 
sues, there were those who argued against 
this course, saying that Christ did not 
intend to “establish a purely human soli- 
darity with the less privileged as though 
he were a revolutionary on the point of 
overturning existing social conditions.” 

The Ukrainian delegation accused the 
Vatican of playing politics with the Com- 
munists at the cost of their particular rite. 
African delegates spoke out against both 
political and ecclesiastical colonialism and 
contempt for the black race. Delegates 
from Angola and Mozambique tried hard 
to present the policies of their Portuguese 
government in a favorable light, while 
others wanted to censure them strongly.
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stumbled to a halt at the Vatican last week 
with the delegates as confused at the end 
as they were in the beginning. . . .  [It 
was] a synod that somehow managed to 
do almost nothing right. When the 211 
bishops, patriarchs and heads of religious 
orders arrived in Rome late in September, 
they discovered that the working papers 
prepared by the Vatican officials were not 
quite the same documents they had re- 
ceived earlier in the year. . . .

“Most of the synod fathers assiduously 
tried not to tell Pope Paul VI what he 
palpably did not want to hear. Since the 
Pope had already expressed his firm dis- 
approval of optional celibacy for priests, 
this alternative was soundly rejected with- 
out serious consideration. . . . When the 
synod turned to the Pope’s principal per- 
sonal concern, justice and peace in the 
world, the delegates again told him es- 
sentially what he wanted to hear. Bishops 
who had never dared speak out at home 
. . . suddenly found their voices in Rome. 
But the test of the bishop’s courage, ad- 
mitted one delegate, ‘is not what we say 
to governments, but what we do to achieve 
justice in the church.’ ”

In a similar vein wrote Mayo Mohs in 
Time, November 15, 1971: “Perhaps the 
real question this autumn is not so much 
what the bishops have or have not done 
as whether the Catholics of the world seri- 
ously care about what they do at all. Most 
bishops may still listen to the Pope, but 
fewer and fewer priests listen to either 
the Pope or their bishops—and many of 
the laity are beginning to listen to no one.” 

And why is this so? Mohs goes on to 
say: “It is not so much the beliefs of the 
church that have come into question . . .  as 
the structure itself. . . . The mystical body 
of Christ [the Church of Rome] seems to 
have suffered a nervous breakdown.”

issue: “The Roman Synod ended, first of 
aU for the delegates themselves, as a les- 
son in procedural chaos and substantive 
frustration.”

The English-born bishop of Malaysia la- 
mented: “The bishops here completely 
lack trust in one another. And if you 
don’t  have trust, you may as well as hang 
it up.” And Cardinal Suenens of Belgium 
told reporters that the procedures of the 
synod were “both boring and inefficient. 
. . . Priests, at least those whom I know 
in Belgium, expected something else. . . . 
I really do not know what to tell them. 
. . . Now Pope Paul can say that, after 
ample debate, the whole church, as repre- 
sented in the synod approves his stand 
in maintaining the discipline of celibacy as 
it existed for centuries.”

What Was Accomplished?
Regarding what was accomplished by 

the synod the lay Catholic magazine Com- 
monweal editorialized: “The third synod 
has ended in utter confusion and bitter 
frustration. The bishops have left empty- 
handed. . . .  On the last day they were 
told they were not supposed to address 
themselves to the priests or to the world 
. . . but only to the Pope as his private 
advisers. . . . ”

Continuing, it went on to say: “What 
went wrong with the Synod? Just about 
everything that could go wrong. An ab- 
solute lack of discussion technique, and 
absurd order of procedure, two topics too 
vast for the available time, but most of 
all the bishops themselves, chosen for all 
sorts of qualities, except for being the nat- 
ural leaders of their people.”—November 
26, 1971.

Concerning this third synod Newsweek’s 
religious editor, Kenneth L. Woodward, 
wrote: “The third world synod of bishops
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IS

FOR YOU?

for us. If it weren’t  for mobiles, our hous- 
ing problems would be much worse than 
they already are.”

Achieving Respectability
In the past, movable homes were crude 

and cramped; they were commonly used 
by migrants, or served as emergency quar- 
ters. Communities often considered them 
an eyesore, a liability. Although some 
communities still do, strides toward re- 
moving that image have been made.

The improvements are remarkable. 
There is little resemblance, for example, 
between modern mobiles and the thou- 
sands of eight-by-twenty-footers produced 
for emergency use during World War II. 
Besides improved eye appeal, today’s mod- 
els commonly have several rooms and over 
four times as much living space as those 
earlier ones! Just since the late 1950’s the 
average mobile home has about doubled 
in size; in 1957 the most popular length

ARE you looking for a home? Have 
you reached the conclusion that the 

average person simply cannot afford to 
buy one?

In the last couple of years hundreds 
of thousands of families have had their 
need for housing filled by purchase of a 
mobile home.

Today, there are about three million 
mobile homes in the United States. Some 
seven million Americans live in them, and 
the number is increasing rapidly.

Booming Industry
Mobile homes represent one of the 

fastest-growing businesses in the United 
States. In 1969, about 413,000 new ones 
were produced, compared to 241,000 just 
two years before, and only 90,200 in 1961! 
Another 415,000 or so were built in 1970, 
and a substantial increase is expected this 
year.

In the last couple of years about half 
of all single-family homes sold were mo- 
bile homes. And in the lower price range 
they are practically the only homes pro- 
duced in the United States. Said managing 
director of the Mobile Homes Manufac- 
turers Association John M. Martin: “Mo- 
bile homes made up 96 percent of the new 
single-family homes sold in the U.S. for 
under $15,000 last year.”

Commenting on the need filled by the 
mobiles, Robinson Newcomb, a Washing- 
ton economic consultant on construction, 
said: “Mobile hbmes have saved the day
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Attractive Economically
Perhaps the main reason why people 

consider buying a mobile home is that 
conventional houses are so expensive. The 
average one in the United States sells for 
about $30,000; one source says around 
$36,000. To buy it takes a down payment 
of $10,000 or so, and monthly payments 
of almost $200 for twenty-five years. In 
addition, there is the cost of furniture, 
appliances, property taxes, upkeep and so 
forth—all of which is more than most can 
afford.

The average mobile home, on the other 
hand, is about one fifth the cost of a con- 
ventional house, or about $6,000 to $7,000. 
The down payment may be $1,200 and 
monthly payments about $85. On that ba- 
sis a $6,000 mobile home would be paid 
for in seven years.

There is still the question of where to 
put a mobile home. About half of them 
are kept in mobile-home parks; there are 
some 22,000 of these in the United States. 
The average monthly rent is around $45, 
although it can run considerably higher.

The above, however, is often about the 
whole expense of a mobile home, aside 
from the cost of heating and utilities, 
which is much less than in a conventional 
house. Also, maintenance costs are much 
smaller. And taxes are lower, since mo- 
biles are licensed and taxed as vehicles 
rather than as real estate.

‘But what about the cost of furniture 
and appliances?’ you may ask- These are 
included in the original price tag. Mobile 
homes are customarily sold completely 
furnished, including refrigerator, stove, 
furnace, draperies and furniture. About all 
that is needed to set up housekeeping are 
linens, towels and tableware.

So you can see why many persons con- 
sider mobile-home living economically at- 
tractive.

was thirty-five feet, compared with sixty 
feet today.

Also improving the image of mobile- 
home living are the modern mobile-home 
parks; about 1,500 of them are opening 
in the United States each year. A typical 
one has from 150 to 300 homesites. Many 
are well landscaped, have paved streets 
and sidewalks, off-street parking and rec- 
reational facilities. Some have only seven 
or eight homesites per acre, compared to 
the fifteen to eighteen common in older 
parks.

These improved parks and the larger, 
better mobiles have caused more and more 
persons to investigate to see if such a 
home is for them.

Modern Mobile Homes
Manufacturers emphasize that what 

they refer to as mobile homes are not 
merely travel trailers, although there can 
be some overlapping. Generally speaking, 
a travel trailer is a temporary dwelling 
that is limited in width to eight feet and 
is no longer than about thirty-two feet. 
It is towed by an automobile and can be 
operated independently of utility connec- 
tions.

What is called a mobile home, on the 
other hand, while constructed to be towed 
on its own chassis, is not designed to be 
moved about regularly. It is designed for 
connecting to utilities, and to be situated 
in one place for year-round living, yet it 
can be moved to another location if desired.

However, the most apparent difference 
is the mobile home’s much larger size. 
New ones are usually fifty to seventy feet 
long. And some 90 percent of those built 
today are twelve feet wide, although 
fourteen-foot-wide ones are becoming pop- 
ular as more states permit that wide a 
load on the roads. Large modern mobiles 
need to be pulled by a truck and to have 
special permits to use the highways.
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and used often. So these quickly become 
messed up and disorganized if each mem- 
her of the family does not put items away 
where they belong. You can imagine the 
embarrassment this can cause when com- 
pany comes unexpectedly, or the stress 
that living under these conditions can be. 
So unless each family member is neat, 
or will learn to be, a mobile home may not 
be for you.

What About Space?
People frequently ask mobile-home own- 

ers: “Is it difficult to get along with the 
limited amount of space?”

Couples without children may not find 
it hard. In fact, those who spend most of 
the day away from home often consider 
less space a blessing. They are glad that 
they do not have a large home to care for.

On the other hand, the limited space 
can be a real disadvantage. Consider, for 
example, a mother with a couple of active 
children when the weather is rainy and 
they cannot play outside. Within the con- 
fines of a mobile home, she may soon be 
at her wit’s end. Even if there is another 
room in which they can play, the relative- 
ly thin walls may not shut out the noise 
sufficiently for her to be able to relax.

But more living space can be obtained. 
Many persons build onto their mobile home 
a cabana, or extra room. One side of this 
room is the exterior sidewall of the mobile 
home. Then there are the so-called “ex- 
pandables.” These mobile homes are built 
so that they can be widened by pushing 
a telescoped section out from the main 
structure. Often it is just one room, such 
as the living room, that is expanded to 
nearly double its original size.

A style of mobile home that has become 
particularly popular is called the “double- 
wide.” Two twelve-by-sixty-foot sections, 
for example, are towed separately to a

Of course, a mobile home cannot be 
expected to last as long as a conventional 
house. Also, a mobile home depreciates in 
value, much as does an automobile, losing 
about 20 percent of its resale value after 
the first year; whereas a house often in- 
creases in value as the years go by.

Less Upkeep
A feature that many persons find at- 

tractive is the smaller amount of upkeep 
that a mobile home requires. This is gen- 
erally true both on the inside of the home 
and the outside.

Mobiles usually have an aluminum ex- 
terior. It can be washed down with a hose 
like the family car. Occasionally some 
caulking or tightening of screws may be 
needed. And the application of a mastic 
roof coating every two to five years is a 
good idea to prevent the roof from leaking. 
But this is about the only upkeep the 
outside of a mobile home requires.

In a mobile-home park the yard around 
each individual home is generally small. 
This, of course, may be viewed as either 
an advantage or disadvantage, depending 
on individual preference.

Since a mobile home is smaller and 
more compact than a conventional house, 
one is usually able to finish the housework 
in less time and without getting as tired. 
However, since the flow of traffic and oth- 
er activity is restricted to a smaller area, 
more frequent cleaning is usually neces- 
sary. Carpets must be vacuumed and 
shampooed more often. And the wood- 
paneled walls, which most mobile homes 
have, generally require washing more fre- 
quently. But perhaps more than anything 
else, personal habits affect the amount of 
upkeep required.

Living in a mobile home is not like liv- 
ing in a large house where a playroom or 
other areas can be closed off from sight 
or traffic. Each room is generally used,
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item if the distance involved is consider- 
able.

During bad windstorms mobile homes 
may not be as safe as conventional houses. 
They are not as heavy and well-grounded, 
so at times they blow over when regular 
houses remain standing. This may be a 
factor to consider if you live in an area 
where severe windstorms are frequent.

Nevertheless, factory-built homes have 
proved to provide quality housing. Millions 
live in mobile homes, and surveys indi- 
cate that the majority are quite happy 
with their quarters.

However, in order to determine whether 
a mobile home is for you, talk with per- 
sons who live in one. Ask them what they 
like about it, and what they do not like. 
Visit mobile-home parks and examine the 
facilities. Whether you decide that a mo- 
bile home is for you or not, at least you 
will learn more about an increasingly pop- 
ular mode of living.

site and then bolted together. This type 
of mobile home provides more interior 
space than is found in some conventional 
houses. About 45 percent of the mobile 
homes now sold in California are “double- 
wides,” which may range in price from 
$10,000 to $17,000 or higher.

Thus, the problem of living space can 
be resolved—for a price.

Other Factors
Do you like the idea of easily being able 

to pick up and move? Persons living in 
mobile homes have this freedom to some 
extent. Even the large “double-wides” can 
be unbolted and towed to another location. 
And another advantage is that when the 
family moves to a new community, while 
everything else may be strange and un- 
familiar, their home is the same. Of 
course, you have the expense of hiring a 
truck to pull a large mobile home to a new 
location, something that may be no small

W ill a !M ild Answer W ork?
W hat would turn aw ay  the rage o f a drunken, 
armed man? She gave a reasonable answer, 
but also a mild one. A s she says: “I  prayed  
to Jehovah fo r guidance and the right words. 
I  asked my husband which one o f our mothers 
he wanted to raise the children. H e knew  
that his mother wouldn’t want them at all. 
And he knew that my mother would bring  
them up to be Christian witnesses of Jehovah. 
A fter quietly reasoning with him along this 
line fo r a  while, I  w as able to talk him into 
giving up the gun and I  convinced him to get 
some rest and think about the m atter later.” 

Now , some years later, this Christian worn- 
an is still happily serving God and finding 
joy  in seeing her children progress along this 
line too. She says: “M y husband has gradually  
grow n less opposed to my Christian activities.” 
Surely she experienced the wisdom of the 
divine guidance: “A n  answer, when mild, 
turns aw ay  rage.”

W H A T  is the best course when someone 
is in a  rage against you? W hat about a 
mild answer? A  proverb that has stood 

the test of time is: "A n  answer, when mild, 
turns aw ay  rage.”— Prov. 15:1.

One of Jehovah’s witnesses in the state of 
Washington had an experience some years 
ago that well illustrates the wisdom of that 
inspired proverb. She explains:

“One Friday evening, I  arrived home from  
the meeting at the Kingdom H all to find my 
husband and eldest daughter in the living 
room. H e w as very drunk and had just fin- 
ished cleaning his guns. He sent our daughter 
into her bedroom, loaded his pistol and, seiz- 
ing me around the neck, placed the gun to 
my head. H e threatened to kill me because 
I  continued going to the Kingdom  Hall, which 
I  had a legal and Scriptural right to do.”

W hat could be done in such a  situation?
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DRUG ADDICTS
Kingdom H all o f Jehovah’s witnesses. But 
such a thing w as impossible according to 
the rules, for he had been in the hospital 
fo r only five days.

H e prayed to Jehovah fo r help so that 
he might be able to attend a meeting at 
the Kingdom H all. The next day, contrary  
to all rules, he w as permitted to go. A ga in  

a  Bible study w as started with him. A fte r just 
two studies he had his long hair cut.

H ow  did the doctors react? W ere  they pleased  
at the good effect of Bible truth? Apparently  
not. They sent fo r a  Lutheran minister to talk  
with him. Despite the obvious changes fo r the 
better, the young m an w as warned against 
Jehovah’s witnesses.

Some weeks afterw ard  he w as released from  
the hospital. He told his old friends w hy he 
had cut his hair and informed them that he 
had quit using drugs. Though several times 
offered drugs free, he stuck to his decision. 
Thus his old acquaintances came to appreciate 
that he really  meant what he had said.

His parents were overjoyed because of the 
changes he had made. Both his mother and  
sister later agreed to a study of the Bible. And  
the young man is very grateful to Jehovah  
that Bible truth enabled him to break free  
from  the drug habit.

A  study of the Bible with Jehovah’s witnesses 
likewise helped two young men in A laska  to 
straighten out their lives. They came to A laska  
with a panel truck decorated with posters and  
flowers. Very  long hair, old clothing, peace 
symbols and beads testified to their dissatis- 
faction with the Establishment. Fo r alm ost 
five years they had lived a communal life of 
immorality, selling and using such drugs as 
marijuana, heroin, L S D  and cocaine. But today, 
as t£e result of Bible study, they are abiding  
by the lofty principles o f God’s W ord, recom- 
mending to others that conformity to God’s 
righteous law s is the best w ay  o f life.

But how did a study o f the B ible aid these 
form er drug addicts? Through this study they 
found satisfying answers to questions that had  
long perplexed them. They learned that the 
sorrowful plight in which the world finds itself 
is really a fulfillment of Bible prophecy. The  
worsening conditions are a proof that soon 
God himself w ill bring an end to all injustices. 
They also came to appreciate that applying the 
things learned from  the Scriptures leads to 
contentment and a purposeful life now.

O D A Y  m any youths have no real goal in 
life. To them life under the present system 
seems empty and meaningless. Adult hy- 

pocrisy, injustices and the reckless depletion 
of earth’s resources have caused a considerable 
number to become bitter. Am ong such youths 
are those who have turned to drugs, only to 
worsen their situation. But, happily, Bible truth 
as proclaimed by Jehovah’s Christian witnesses 
has aided numerous young people to break free 
from  enslavement to drugs.

A  young drug addict in Denm ark spent three 
months at the state hospital fo r withdrawal 
from  the drug habit, but without results. Later 
he lived with his aunt, who w as manifesting 
interest in the w ork o f Jehovah’s witnesses. He 
accompanied her to some o f their meetings. 
This led to his having a personal Bible study. 
W hat he learned gave him the needed aid to 
transform  his life. In the course of just two 
months he completely gave up drugs, got a job  
and also had the long hair that hung clear 
down his back cut off. N o w  he is joyfu lly  shar- 
ing with others the Bible truth that gave him 
a real purpose in living.

Somewhat similar is the experience of a 
young man in N orw ay. A fte r having been on 
drugs fo r two and a  half years, he was admit- 
ted to a hospital. There, although not being 
aided to break the drug habit, he learned about 
Jehovah’s witnesses. Subsequent to his release 
from  the hospital he noted that at the same 
time every day a group of persons with book 
bags assembled at a certain place. He concluded 
that they w ere Jehovah’s witnesses. One day 
he mustered up enough courage to approach 
them, requesting some Bible literature and a 
Bible study. Three or four studies were con- 
ducted with him, but he was too enmeshed in 
the drug habit to give it up. So the study did 
not continue.

Some months after having no Bible study 
with Jehovah’s witnesses, this m an tried to 
commit suicide. H e w as sent to a  hospital to 
have his stomach pumped and then transferred  
to a  mental institution. W hile  at the mental 
hospital, he felt that he just had to get to the
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-W HEN AND HOW?

By "Awake!" correspondent in Hong Kong

How Ching Ming Is Celebrated 
Although customs vary somewhat in 

different localities, the main feature of 
the festival is sweeping the graves. They 
have been exposed to the elements; they 
may even be overgrown with weeds. So 
it is understandable that the living might 
want to tidy up the graves of deceased 
loved ones. But there is much more mean- 
ing to it all.

Sacrifices are also customary. Some per- 
sons first sacrifice to the earth god. These 

offerings are made in 
appreciation fo r h is 
supposed serv ices of 
looking after the graves. 
A fter thus th an k in g  
this deity, sacrificing to 
one’s ancestors begins.

There is no strict rule 
as to the type of sacri- 
fices used; what is of- 
fered depends much on 
the financial position of 
the individual. Sacri- 
fices may include chick- 
ens, ducks, fish, vege- 
tables, fruits and cakes. 
A fterw ard, the sacri-

PEOPLE’S attitudes toward their par- 
ents vary a great deal. But almost 

everywhere the trend is toward less re- 
spect and concern for parents. As an ex- 
ample, in the United States an estimated 
half million teen-agers a year run away 
from home. ,

Among many Chinese, however, parents 
still hold a unique position; they are hon- 
ored by their offspring even after they 
have died. Many families have a small 
ancestral altar where they pay homage to 
deceased relatives. It is understandable, 
therefore, why Ching Ming is an impor- 
tant festival to the Chinese. Regarding it 
the Hongkong Standard of April 5, 1970, 
reported:

“Ching Ming festival falls today, but 
yesterday thousands of people began the 
traditional grave-sweeping ceremonies. At 
cemeteries throughout Hongkong, people 
burnt offerings to the gods, swept graves, 
placed delicacies on their ancestors’ tombs 
and bowed in homage.. .  . Most cemeteries 
are expected to be crowded today as tens 
of thousands of people will sweep the 
graves of their relatives.”

During the Ching Ming festival people 
form long queues at Hong Kong railway 
stations to go out to 
their ancestors’ graves 
in the country. They 
take the whole family 
with them, loaded with 
incense, food, and so 
forth. The festival pro- 
vides another opportu- 
nity for the Chinese to 
honor their parents.

W hat custom s or 
rites are involved in 
this popular festival?
Are one’s deceased par- 
ents in any way bene- 
fited?
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It is certainly a fine thing to want to 
show respect to one’s parents. Gratitude 
is a virtue. But can rites such as these 
benefit dead parents? Can dead ancestors 
really eat offered food, or observe respect- 
ful bowing before their grave? Can they 
in any way bless the living?

Truth About the Dead
This raises the question of whether the 

dead are really alive somewhere. A per- 
son may have seen the corpse of a loved 
parent put into the grave. But is there 
some spiritual part of that parent that 
survives and goes to live in “another 
world”? How can one tell?

No human has been to a so-called “other 
world” and returned to tell about it. Nor 
have scientists and surgeons been able to 
find in man evidence indicating that a 
conscious, living part survives the death 
of the body. True, it has been a common 
teaching for thousands of years that man 
has an immortal soul. But is this belief, 
upon which worship of dead ancestors is 
based, true? Does the evidence support it?

Dating from long before the days of 
Confucius, Buddha and other such famous 
teachers are the sacred Hebrew writings 
that compose a major part of the Holy 
Bible. And these writings clearly show that 
man is completely unconscious after death, 
saying in one place: “The living are con- 
scious that they will die; but as for the 
dead, they are conscious of nothing at all.” 
(Eccl. 9:5) And showing that there is no 
spiritual part, a soul, that survives the 
death of the body to live on, Almighty 
God himself said, as recorded in the Bible: 
“All the souls—to me they belong.. .  . The 
soul that is sinning—it itself will die.” 
—Ezek. 18:4.

Since the dead are unconscious, not sur- 
viving alive anywhere, they cannot par- 
take of food offered them, nor can they in 
any way help their offspring. The Bible

A W A K E !

fices are not left to rot on the ground, but 
are taken home and eaten by the family.

People who are more conservative gen- 
erally follow the procedure of first placing 
the sacrifice before the grave. Then the 
head of the house reads a eulogy. Next 
other members of the family, one by one, 
kneel and bow down to the grave, males 
first and females following. Afterward, pa- 
per gold and silver are burned, thus bring- 
ing the service to an end.

In ancient times those who could afford 
it would have musical accompaniment for 
the proceedings. Nowadays, however, the 
rites are generally much simpler. The peo- 
pie usually just bow a few times to the 
graves and leave it at that.

In some places, such as in Taiwan, visi- 
tors to the graves must have with them 
some cakes to give to bands of children 
who go from grave to grave demanding 
gifts. If their demands are not met to their 
satisfaction, they may return after the 
visitors have left and desecrate the grave. 
Such pranks remind one of the custom of 
“trick or treat” at Halloween in Western 
lands.

Benefit to Parents?
People believe that these rites benefit 

their deceased forebears. For example, 
food is offered at the grave in the belief 
that it will be enjoyed by the dead. The 
paper gold and silver are burned in hope 
that they will become gold and silver for 
use in another world. And bowing is done 
at the grave with the thought that an- 
cestors will observe that they are being 
remembered and honored by their off- 
spring. In Taiwan, if someone in the family 
gets married, has a child, or even enrolls 
in the university, the family visits the an- 
cestral graves three years in succession to 
thank the spirits of the ancestors for this 
blessing.
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Father? He did not merely transmit life 
to us, as did our earthly parents, but he 
is the very source of life! And he con- 
tinues to sustain our lives by providing 
things we need, including the sun and rain, 
air to breathe and food to eat. Should we 
not show him even greater love and re- 
spect?

If a person does not honor his own par- 
ents, he is considered an ingrate. But do 
we recognize that there is a heavenly Life- 
giver, and do we desire to know and wor- 
ship him? If a person does not even know 
the names of his parents, this is considered 
strange, is it not? Yet how many people 
today know the name of our heavenly 
Father, who created man? Do you know 
his name? God tells us in the Bible that 
his name is Jehovah.—Ps. 83:18.

Our heavenly Father Jehovah can do 
much more for us than can any earthly 
parent, and he has done so. Over 1,900 
years ago Jehovah sent his beloved Son 
Jesus Christ to earth to give his perfect 
human life as a ransom to release man- 
kind from condemnation to sin and death. 
In the near future now, Jehovah’s purpose 
is to usher in a righteous new system of 
things. Humans will then no longer suffer 
and die from the effects of inherited sin, 
and even dead loved ones will be raised 
from their graves to live again! (2 Pet. 
3:13; John 5:28, 29) Does not this provi- 
sion of Jehovah God cause us to want to 
honor him? To do so we must first learn 
what he says about himself and his pur- 
poses, in his Word the Bible.

is correct in pointing out: “There is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis- 
dom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” 
At least temporarily, dead loved ones are 
not alive anywhere.—Eccl. 9:10, Autho- 
rized Version.

When and How to Honor Parents־
Since parents become unconscious at 

death, is it not much better to show them 
love when they are alive than to offer 
them food that they cannot eat and horn- 
age that they cannot acknowledge after 
they have died? Truly, the time to honor 
parents is when they are alive and can 
appreciate it! But how?

No one can deny that children owe par- 
ents a great deal, since parents do so much 
in bringing up and caring for their off- 
spring. The Bible shows how children 
should properly honor their parents. It 
says: “Children, be obedient to your par- 
ents in union with the Lord, for this is 
righteous.”—Eph. 6:1.

Is it not a blessing for parents to have 
respectful, obedient children who truly 
love them? Is this not the right way for 
offspring to honor parents? Even when 
children grow up and have a family of 
their own, it is proper that they show 
respect and love for their parents, keeping 
in touch with them and caring for them, 
if necessary, in their old age.—1 Tim. 5:4.

Honoring Our Heavenly Father
If young people should treat human par- 

ents respectfully, what about our heavenly

Something Wrong w ith the Way of Life
9  In the United States alone nearly a million persons a year—almost two a min- 
ute—die of heart and blood vessel disease. This represents about 55 percent of 
all deaths. The situation is similar in Canada, Australia and most of Europe.

On the other hand, African Negroes and other peoples in less industrialized 
nations are notably free of heart disease. Also, this disease was practically un- 
known sixty or seventy years ago in places where it rages today. Obviously there 
is something wrong with a life-style that accounts for such a terrible epidemic 
that often strikes young men down in the prime of life.
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bottles with cloths has also failed to pro- 
tect them.

But if the housewife has occasional 
problems, the milkman has them too. 
There are reports that flights of tomtits 
trail milk carts down the streets, just as 
gulls follow the plow, and open bottle tops 
while the milkman is busy with his de- 
liveries.

Now it seems that tomtit is exercising 
a bad influence on feathered associates. 
A milkman on his rounds reported that on 
several occasions robins with their long 
bills have followed up and drunk milk 
from bottles conveniently opened for them 
by the much smaller blue tits. Tomtit leads 
and others follow. It is a fact that eleven 
other species of birds are known to have 
jumped on the milk wagon, so to speak.

And what next? Why, a correspondent 
to The Times vouched for the following: 
“A fox discovered by a neighbour when 
she went to fetch the morning milk was 
sitting on its haunches in the woodland 
brambles intently watching the blue tits 
prizing the lid off one of the bottles, and, 
no doubt, if it had not been disturbed it 
would have waited until they had finished 
the job, and then have had a drink.”

But tomtit has a craving not only for 
cream. An ingredient of putty is also to 
tomtit’s taste. Building operations to fin- 
ish a bungalow were once held up when 
a nearby wood disgorged its large popu- 
lation of blue tits; the putty-eating spree 
that followed caused every pane of glass 
to fall out.

A Look at the “Bandit” and Its Behavior
And what is this feathered bandit like? 

The blue tit is one of the most beautiful 
of the small birds found in Britain. Many 
a person, seeing for the first time a bird 
poised to make a ‘bottle-killing,’ has mis- 
taken London’s commonest tit for a for- 
eign bird perhaps escaped from some

A W A K E !

BY ,'A W A K E !"  CORRESPONDENT IN THE BRITISH ISLES

AS HOUSEHOLDERS in Britaih stoop 
to take in the morning milk, they 

may find they have been raided. Yes, the 
cream plundered from the milk bottles! 
Tomtit, that brilliant bandit of the bird 
world, has been at it again.

Bold and agile, a blue titmouse knows 
what it wants and will tilt itself precari- 
ously into a milk bottle to drink down 
an inch or two of cream. But how does 
this feathered bandit get to the milk? Milk 
caps are no great problem. When thick, 
waxed cardboard disks were used to seal 
milk bottles, it seemed to be secure and 
(one would have thought) beakproof. But 
tomtit patiently peeled it away layer by 
layer.

Then came the foil cap. But it too failed 
to stop the high-powered, chisellike beak 
of tomtit. Stones placed on top are moved 
with cheeky impudence. Covering milk
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of peas especially to frighten off—did you 
guess?—blue tits!

A Desired Bird Despite Banditry
And how does the public in general view 

this bird of so many talents? Despite the 
pilfering of cream, nothing approaching a 
public outcry emerges, no great feelings 
of outrage. To the contrary, something 
akin to admiration underlies personal ac- 
counts of bird banditry.

Thus though these little birds have been 
making a nuisance of themselves at times, 
bird lovers still dangle morsels in a garden 
to get a visit from this small dandy of the 
feathered world. Tidbits loved by blue tits 
include cheese, bacon rind, peanuts thread- 
ed on a wire, seeds and the half coconut. 
In fact, tomtit is really one of Britain’s 
favorite garden birds. I t is greatly appre- 
ciated for its engaging antics such as hang- 
ing upside down to get at a suspended half 
coconut.

Another reason tomtit is a desired bird, 
despite its banditry, is that it serves man 
beneficially by consuming great quantities 
of insects. One pair of birds were seen to 
make eighty visits an hour to their nest. 
Allowing for necessary breaks, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tomtit were fetching 1,500 meals a 
day, or 10,000 or so a week consisting of 
the grubs of apple blossom weevil, and 
sawfly maggots. Blue tits then are a cost- 
free labor force for ridding fruit trees of 
pests. Unfortunately, thoughtless removal 
of trees and indiscriminate use of pesti- 
cides compel blue tits to look elsewhere 
for their meals.

Because of their banditry, some have 
called blue tits “mad.” But a reader wrote 
the following to a newspaper editor in 
defense of the bird bandits: “With the 
growth of urban areas and the reduction 
of fertile areas—often chemically treated 
—would it be too simple to suggest that

aviary. For in flight, the cobalt-blue cap 
and wings, white cheeks and yellow under- 
parts do make dazzling streaks of color 
that cannot fail to captivate the eye.

Perhaps tomtit has become an adroit 
specialist in the art of bottle opening due 
to its ability to learn tricks. Says the book 
Birds of the World: “Titmice are the most 
adaptable and teachable of the very small 
birds . . . the tricks tame titmice can be 
taught are amazing.” For example, the 
book states that in Japan the varied tit- 
mouse is used by fortune-tellers. At a com- 
mand, the bird hops to its perch, takes a 
coin from the fingers, drops it into a box, 
opens the door of a miniature shrine and 
pulls out a piece of paper, even unwrap- 
ping it.

Thus blue tits seem capable of learning 
by trial-and-error methods. Writes bird 
biologist J. C. Welty of Beloit College, 
Wisconsin: “Such pilfering of milk from 
man-made bottles can scarcely be inborn 
behavior.” And as bird expert Kenneth 
Graham writes: “If intelligence is defined 
as the ability to see connections and to 
profit from past experience, then it has 
to be conceded that the tits possess this 
attribute to a greater extent than has 
hitherto been thought possible in studies 
of bird behaviour.”

Since blue tits’ natural habitat is the 
woodland, their incursion deep into the 
heart of a great metropolis is all the more 
remarkable. Their inborn expertise en- 
ables them both to exist and to multiply 
in the dreary and comparatively treeless 
areas of a throbbing city.

And their choice of nesting sites in the 
big city also shows ability to try  almost 
anything. For their nesting sites are typi- 
cally unpredictable: the spare wheel of a 
car, letter boxes, drainpipes, streetlamps, 
old pumps, and even in the overcoat pock- 
ets of a scarecrow placed beside a row
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Wisely remember that to a bird—food 
is where he finds it. So, with the kindly 
cooperation of your milkman, hide the 
milk in a stout box with a heavy lid.

The blue tit is but one of an almost in- 
finite variety of living wonders, the handi- 
work of an all-wise Creator. From a bird 
lover comes this fine tribute to tomtit and 
to his Maker: “It makes one very humble 
to contemplate these clever, busy, happy 
little creatures, so exquisite in form, line 
and color, so perfect in movement, so pur- 
poseful, so sure in all their ways. What 
is man's handiwork compared to these?”

However, your feet do more than make 
you self-mobile. They respond automati- 
cally to your senses, and to your inward 
emotions. They stamp the floor in anger, 
leap for joy and pace during anxiety.

Those who are older, and able to get 
out and walk, give their hearts, lungs and 
muscles the exercise they need, resulting 
in increased blood circulation, better ap- 
petite and ability to sleep well.

What exhilaration you can experience 
when you run, dance, skate or even take 
a casual stroll! Surely your feet were de- 
signed to cooperate with all your other 
members for the well-being of your entire 
body. Should they not be treated as some- 
thing of great value?

Marvelously Designed
Your estimation of their value will in- 

crease when you see your feet from the 
viewpoint of a foot specialist or even an 
engineer. Although simple in structure, 
they are mighty in strength. They will 
probably walk in the vicinity of 75,000 
miles in an average lifetime of seventy to 
eighty years. To absorb all the shock as-

it is we whose mad behaviour has affected 
the tits?”

Solving the Problem, Enjoying the Bird
But what to do about blue tit’s milk- 

filching habits? Getting to the milk before 
tomtit does is one answer to the problem. 
The trouble is, the air strikes take place 
with stunning speed. Within seconds of 
delivery, the feathered bandits will swoop 
down, as they did on a consignment of 
milk to a school in Merstham, Surrey, 
where more than 50 out of 300 milk bot- 
ties were opened before the schoolkeeper 
could get to them.

traveling always by car, going on foot can 
be a newfound pleasure. Wheels may get 
you there sooner, but for the sheer plea- 
sure of travel, what can beat your feet? 
—when in good condition. Only on foot 
can you fully enjoy the earth. The beauty 
of the majestic hills, the fragrance of the 
delightful forest and the songs of birds 
are most enjoyed when you are walking.
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toes can move freely. I t is unwise to try  to 
"break in” uncomfortable shoes.

Fashion is no respecter of foot comfort 
or health, and this is particularly true in 
women’s footwear. High heels, narrow and 
pointed toes are contrary to the struc- 
ture of the feet, and are important fac- 
tors in causing women to have four times 
as much foot trouble as men.

For the sake of the children it is wise 
not to try  to save by buying long-wearing 
shoes. They may need new shoes as often 
as every four to eight weeks when they 
are two to six years old.

With young children tight socks can 
cause deformities, therefore, “stretchies” 
would bear watching. With the very young, 
care should also be taken that crib sheets 
are not tucked around their soft little foot 
bones.

Common Disorders and Some Suggestions
If you should forget your feet, they can 

remind you in many ways. Corns, ingrown 
toenails, fallen arches, bunions, poor cir- 
culation and athlete’s foot are a few of 
the more common reminders.

Corns are caused by pressure spots 
on your toes. A thick growth of tis- 
sue builds up. This, in turn, presses on 
the deeper skin layer, causing it to be- 
come tender. Corns usually develop over 
the joints of toes of persons whose shoes 
do not fit well. When inflammation oc- 
curs and pus forms under the corn, you 
will be moved to attempt a cure. I t is best 
to leave any surgery to a competent doc- 
tor. Unwise use of razor blades and foot 
medications can complicate a simple ail- 
ment. A moleskin plaster can ease the 
pain, but well-fitting shoes are necessary 
for a more permanent solution.

An ingrown toenail can result from 
poor-fitting shoes. It can also be caused 
by tight-fitting stockings exerting pres- 
sure on improperly clipped nails. Treat-

sociated with this, each foot consists of 
an intricate arrangement of 26 bones and 
214 ligaments.

They are all beautifully fitted together 
to form an arch from the heel to the ball 
of the foot. In walking, the heel is the 
first part to take your weight. Then your 
weight follows through the irregularly 
shaped tarsal or ankle bones, the five long 
metatarsals or instep bones and on to the 
fourteen toe bones, which give the thrust 
forward.

Foot Care and Proper Shoes
Like other important parts of your body, 

your feet need proper care. A little atten- 
tion pays big dividends in better health 
and happiness; for, as it has often been 
said, “when your feet hurt, you hurt all 
over.” And this can be true. Your feet can 
cause you to become nervous and irri- 
table. They can give you headaches, make 
your leg and back muscles ache, cause 
nausea, ruin your appetite and generally 
upset your entire body. These are certainly 
good reasons for taking good care of them.

Probably the first concern in foot care 
is the choosing of your shoes. Dr. Simon 
Wikler, in his book Take Off Your Shoes 
and Walk, says: “There is now no question 
in my mind but that the major cause of 
foot trouble is the type of shoes we wear.”

When choosing shoes, here are a few 
things to keep in mind: All-leather soles 
and sides give perspiration a better chance 
to evaporate. (If perspiration is a prob- 
lem in hnt weather, sandals are helpful.) 
Rubber heels are recommended for shoes 
as they reduce shock. Fitting is best done 
toward the end of the afternoon because 
your feet tend to swell as the day pro- 
gresses. Measure both feet, for one is often 
a little larger than the other, and then 
fit the longest foot. Allow for at least a 
half inch clearance in length so that your
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fungus can become active in a skin crack 
or crevice. Athlete’s foot or ringworm of 
the foot will remind you to give closer 
attention to the care of your feet. If you 
should get the signs of athlete’s foot, wash 
your feet twice a day with a nonirritating 
soap, drying well between the toes, then 
apply an antifungus medication. Start the 
treatment as soon as a rash appears, be- 
cause it can spread once it gets a “toe- | 
hold.” Should an extensive infection occur, 
it is usually wise to consult a doctor for 
more specific treatment.

These ailments and many more come as 
a price that man pays for neglecting his 
feet. He pays in time, money, comfort and 
convenience. However, by daily paying a 
little attention, you are repaid immediately 
and greater returns can be expected in the 
future.

Something׳ that will help you to relax 
all over is foot massage. The feet are 
kneaded with a rotary movement of the 
fingers, using cold cream or olive oil to 
reduce the friction. If you are high-strung 
and tense, the first few seconds of mas- 
sage will be quite sensorial; but let the 
massager exert more pressure as you ex- 
ercise self-control and soon relaxation will 
ensue.

Your feet were designed for you alone. 
Greater appreciation for them will mean 
greater appreciation for, yes, gratitude to, 
your Maker and Master Designer, Jehovah.

Do not forget your feet; more impor- 
tantly, do not forget Him who gave them 
to you!

ment will require the cleaning of the cor- 
ners and use of medicated cotton under 
the nail. Severe cases may require sur- 
gical removal of the nail. For prevention, 
avoid shoes that cramp your toes; also cut 
the nails straight across and not too short.

A bunion is a hard, painful swelling on 
the foot, especially on the first joint of 
the big toe. Here the tissue becomes red 
and thick. Since a bunion can be disabling, 
it is well to avoid tight-fitting shoes. Spe- 
dally designed appliances can be obtained 
that will help to alleviate the problem, or 
surgery may be necessary to straighten 
the toe. It pays to choose your shoes care- 
fully.

Fallen arches, like bunions, have in- 
herited weaknesses as a contributing fac- 
tor. However, we can be on guard against 
those things that hasten their downfall: 
long hours of standing or walking on hard, 
unyielding surfaces. For persons who can- 
not avoid this, soles that are thick, soft 
or of the louvered type are recommended. 
Also special shoes and supports may give 
some relief.

Calluses may develop on the ball of your 
foot; if they do, you can obtain wedges, 
lifts and appliances to relieve the excess 
pressure on this area. In the meantime 
keep on looking for shoes that really fit, 
that allow for the movement of the bones 
of your feet and yield to their expansion 
and swelling.

In the close confines of your shoes, heat 
and moisture often build up, and under 
these conditions an ordinarily harmless

Exceptional W ater
♦  The next time you drink a cool glass of water or relax in a tubful of warm 
water, you might think of the observation made in the article “Water Resources” 
by a professor of hydrology: “(1) Water is more abundant than any other sub- 
stance on the surface of the earth, (2) it is almost the only inorganic liquid that 
can be found in nature which occurs as gas, liquid, and solid often at the same 
time, (3) water has a higher solvent power than any other fluid. And these are 
only a few of the very exceptional properties of water.”
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lies eat almost every day what the sea 
offers.

Here in Concepcion we find pushcarts 
on city streets loaded with dark-green 
porcupine-like balls called erizos (sea 

urchins). Cracking open the 
hard shell, we find inside 

pale yellow tongues ar- 
ranged like a sunflow- 
er. If we scoop them 
ou t and add lem on 
juice and pepper, ah! 
What a novel taste!

A visit to the mu- 
nicipal market is an inter- 

esting experience. Here we sit 
down at a white-tiled counter, and 

order a combination of raw seafood known 
as mariscal. Once the plate is in front of 
us we can distinguish something familiar 
—small clams, but what are the other 
things? The waitress tells us their names: 
Cholhuas (mussels), machas and cdmejas 
(two types of clams), ulte (chopped cooked 
seaweed), and erizos with sliced onions, 
parsley, pepper and lemon juice. If we like 
we can help ourselves to aji (hot pepper), 
but we think the seafood alone is more 
refreshing.

In the summer some families delight in 
searching for their own shellfish. Crawling 
over the rocks at low tide, they wrest small 
sea snails from the rough surfaces. Then, 
hurrying home, they patiently dig out the 
tiny bodies and dress them with onions, 
lemon, parsley and chili.

Known only in Chile and southern Peru 
(where it is smaller), the loco is one of 
the more fashionable kinds of shellfish. 
It has firm white meat and tastes a little 
like a scallop but is much firmer. Bedded 
on a small potato salad with shredded 
lettuce and mayonnaise and strips of red 
pepper, it is served as an appetizer.

Perhaps these shellfish acquired their 
status because not everyone masters the
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IT WAS 1520. The first 
around-the-world voy- 

agers, sailing through 
the narrow strait they 
had just discovered near 
the southern tip of South 
America, could hardly believe 
their eyes! Here, where penetrat- 
ing winds blow from the polar regions, 
naked Indians were paddling their canoes; 
their bodies being protected by a thick 
coating of seal oil.

Despite the rigorous climate these In- 
dians enjoyed a relatively healthful exis- 
tence, living entirely on a raw fish diet. 
Years later, however, when so-called civi- 
lization invaded the area, they were deci- 
mated by contagious diseases. But in small 
snack bars up and down the long coast 
of Chile derivations of their raw fish diet 
have outlived them.

Before you shudder at the thought of 
eating raw fish, think: Have you ever 
confronted raw oysters on the half shell 
bedded on cracked ice? Here in Chile there 
are many other tasty specialities derived 
from the offshore waters of the South 
Pacific.

A Seafood-loving Country
In 1970 Chile harvested 1,300,000 tons 

of food from the sea, to rank high among 
the world’s fishing industry countries. As 
far as seafood consumption is concerned, 
Chile is first among Latin-American coun- 
tries; each Chilean, on the average, eating 
forty pounds annually. Some coastal fami-
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out the meat. There is also the dish called 
mar y  tierra (sea and land), a stew made 
fi’om luche with potatoes and fried onions. 
All of these seaweed dishes are valuable 
sources of iodine in the diet.

Other Seafood Specialities ·
As our train travels along hugging the 

coast, we notice every now and then halves' 
of pescada or merluzza (hake) hung over 
barbed wire to dry in the summer sun and 
wind. Afterward, they are stored for use 
in the winter when ocean storms make 
fishing impossible. Children love to nibble 
on chunks of dried hake for a between- 
meal snack. Their mothers break up the 
dried fish in boiling water with potatoes 
and onions to make a hearty soup for a 
chilly day.

Our train stops at Dichato Beach, and 
eager salesmen hold up sticks threading 
a half-dozen raw, razor-shell clams called 
narvajuelos. Some passengers have come 
prepared with chili to daub on their clams. 
Others, heading for the Chilean interior, 
seize the opportunity to buy a black- or 
red-bellied congrio, a sort of conger eel, 
to take home with them. The white meat, 
slightly sweeter than other fish, is fit for 
the best restaurants.

Although the crabs are rather small in 
Dichato, at the southern extremity of 
Chile there is a giant variety called cen- 
tolla (from the Latin meaning one hun- 
dred eyes), which provides chunks of 
white meat with tender red skin like lob- 
ster. These are similar to the king crabs 
from Japanese waters, but are larger.

That the waters here abound with fish 
was evident at the tenth world champion- 
ship of undersea fishing held in September 
1971. On that occasion each diver aver- 
aged nearly 400 pounds of fish in twelve 
hours of competition! Included in the 
South Pacific harvest are indeed many sea- 
food specialities that delight the taste.

art of preparing them. Some roll them in 
salt to marinate overnight, and then beat 
them the next day. Others put each loco 
with wood ashes inside a strong piece of 
cloth, and then hit them against a hard 
surface enough times to bring them to 
the desired blandness. After washing, they 
are ready to be dropped into boiling wa- 
ter or steamed in bubbling oil until they 
are soft enough to eat. However, until 
they are cool they should not be tested 
with a fork, otherwise they remain tough.

The Longest Plant
Taking a train up the coast from Con- 

cepcion, we notice a donkey plodding along 
with rolls of dark brown strips on its back. 
The strips are piled up like firewood but 
look more like long tubes. Did you know 
that this is probably the longest plant in 
the world? It can reach a hundred feet 
in length! You would call it seaweed.

There are many things that can be done 
with cochayuyu, the Quechua Indian name 
for the edible algae. The best part, called 
ulte, is the stem before it branches off 
into the long floating arms. It is first 
cooked and then chopped up, so that it 
can be mixed with sliced onions, lemon 
juice and oil in a salad. The sliced onions 
are usually soaked in water first to elimi- 
nate the strong taste, and then they are 
squeezed dry before they are added to the 
ulte.

In many small grocery stores piles of 
the dried cochayuyu can be seen. To look 
at it one would think it to be uneatable, 
but after it is boiled in water it can be 
combined with sliced onions, mashed po- 
tatoes and a beaten egg to make a baked 
dish, or it can be dipped in a batter and 
fried in hot fat.

Luche, another type of edible seaweed, 
grows somewhat in the form of a large 
green pansy. It can be made into fried 
meat pies known as empanadas, only with-
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“The one who received it on patches of 
rock is the man who hears the word and 
welcomes it at once with joy.״ “The one 
who received the seed in thorns is the man 
who hears the word, but the worries of 
this world and the lure of riches choke 
the word.” “The one who received the seed 
in rich soil is the man who hears the word 
and understands it.” (Matt. 13:20, 22, 23) 
In these passages “is” signifies “repre- 
sents” and is so rendered in the Regina 
translation, a Catholic version in the Span- 
ish language. The Catholic translation by 
Monsignor Knox, in a parallel passage, 
uses “stands for” instead of “are.” (Luke 
8:15) So while some translators choose to 
render the verb literally as “is” or “are,” 
others use terms that convey the par- 
ticular sense of the verb.

Be it also remembered that Jesus often 
used metaphors and similes. For example, 
he said: “I am the door of the sheep.” 
“I am the vine, you are the branches.” 
(John 10:7; 15:5) If viewed literally, such 
statements become nonsensical. They must 
be understood in harmony with the im- 
pression that they made upon their hearers.

Similarly, for us to understand the sig- 
nificance of Jesus’ words about the bread 
and the wine, we must look at matters 
from the standpoint of those present at 
the institution of the Lord’s Supper. Would 
they have concluded that the bread had 
been miraculously transformed into Je- 
sus’ dead body? Did Jesus’ words lead 
them to believe that the wine had actually 
been changed into his blood? Could they 
imagine that, while Jesus was there before 
them, they were literally chewing and di- 
gesting his body? Could they deduce that 
they were really drinking Jesus’ blood de- 
spite the fact that Jesus still had all of 
his blood? How could they ever have be- 
lieved such things when the drinking of

4 T )  UT you have changed the Word of 
-D  God. According to my Bible, Jesus 

said regarding the loaf and the wine: 
“This is my body,” and “this is my blood.” 
He did not say: “This means my body,” 
and “this means my ‘blood,’ ” as does your 
Bible.’ Such might be the statement of a 
sincere Roman Catholic to one of Jeho- 
vah’s Christian witnesses on the subject 
of religious communion.—Matt. 26:26, 28, 
Douay.

Many translations do use the word “is” 
in rendering Jesus’ words. But there are 
also others that translate them similarly 
to the way they are rendered in the New 
World Translation. For example, Moffatt’s 
translation uses the word “means” for “is,” 
and that of C. B. Williams uses “repre- 
sents” instead of “is.”

But what is the reason for the differ- 
ence in the renderings of various trans- 
lations? Translator Richard Weymouth in 
a footnote of his Third Edition states the 
following about the verb “is” in this text: 
“Or ‘signifies,’ ‘represents,’ ‘symbolizes my 
body.’ In many places both in the O [Id] 
T [estament] and the N[ew] T testament] 
the verb ‘is’ or ‘are,’ expressed or (as 
here) understood, may be thus rendered.”

Among the examples Weymouth gives 
is that of Jesus’ illustration involving a 
sower and four types of soil. In this illus- 
tration Jesus repeatedly states (accord- 
ing to the rendering of the Catholic Jeru- 
salem Bible) that one thing “is” another:
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the real basis for God’s forgiving sins. 
Says Hebrews 9:11, 12: “When Christ 
came as a high priest of the good things 
that have come to pass, through the great- 
er and more perfect tent not made with 
hands, that is, not of this creation, he 
entered, no, not with the blood of goats 
and of young bulls, but with his own blood, 
once for all time into the holy place and 
obtained an everlasting deliverance for us.”

At the time that Jesus Christ instituted 
the Lord’s Supper the shedding of his 
blood was yet future. He did not say, ‘my 
blood which is being poured out’ but “my 
blood which will be poured out.” Had Jesus 
miraculously changed the wine into his 
blood, he would have shed at least some 
of his blood in behalf of his disciples right 
then.

It should not be overlooked that, unlike 
animal sacrifices under the Mosaic law, 
Jesus’ sacrifice needs no repeating. At He- 
brews 9:27, 28 a modem Catholic trans- 
lation reads: “Just as it is appointed that 
men die once, and after death be judged, 
so Christ was offered up once to take away 
the sins of many.”—New American Bible.

For the bread and wine to be changed 
into the literal body and blood of Jesus 
would mean that Jesus was being offered 
up continually. This is wholly inconsistent 

'with the Scriptures. Jesus himself told his 
disciples: “Do this as a memorial [not 
sacrifice] of me.” (Luke 22:19, JB) Ob- 
viously Jesus meant that this observance 
was to be in commemoration of his sacri- 
fice, but not a repetition of it.

Thus it can be seen that the renderings 
“This means my body” and “this means 
my ‘blood’ ” are in full agreement with 
the rest of the Bible. They convey the real 
sense of Jesus’ words as they must have 
been understood by his disciples at the 
time the Lord’s Supper was instituted.

human blood was a violation of God’s 
law? (Gen. 9:4; Lev. 17:10) Had Jesus’ 
disciples thought that they were really 
eating his body and drinking his blood, 
this would mean that they were knowingly 
making cannibals of themselves.

Surely, then, it is clear that Jesus’ words 
mean that the bread represented his body 
and the wine stood for his blood. This is 
confirmed by what Jesus said about the 
cup: “This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood which will be poured out for 
you.” (Luke 22:20, JB) Manifestly the 
cup of wine used on that occasion was 
not the new covenant. The cup merely had 
a symbolic connection with the new cove- 
nant. What was that symbolic connection? 
The answer to this question is evident 
from the relationship of blood to the new 
covenant.

When Jehovah God, through his proph- 
et Jeremiah, foretold the making of a new 
covenant, he stated: “I shall forgive their 
error, and their sin I shall remember no 
more.” (Jer. 31:31-34) The basis for such 
forgiveness is revealed in the principle 
stated at Hebrews 9:22: “Unless blood is 
poured out no forgiveness takes place.”

Of the old covenant, Hebrews 9:18-20 
tells us: “Neither was the former cove- 
nant inaugurated without blood. For when 
every commandment according to the Law 
had been spoken by Moses to all the peo- 
pie, he took the blood of the young bulls 
and of the goats with water and scarlet 
wool and hyssop and sprinkled the book 
itself and all the people, saying: ‘This is 
the blood of the covenant that God has 
laid as a charge upon you.’ ” Blood was 
also needed to put the new covenant in 
force.

Accordingly, the cupful of wine repre- 
sented the shed blood of Jesus, which put 
the new covenant in force and provided
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hot dog is puffed up with ex- 
cess fat and water. In 1937 
they averaged 19.6 percent 
protein and only 19 percent 
fat. The recent study shows 
the protein content to be only 
11.7 percent, while the fat con- 
tent has climbed to 28 percent. 
Also, insect and rodent con- 
tamination was found in 19 
percent of the samples ana- 
lyzed. And every brand evalu- 
ated was preserved with chemi- 
cals suspected of contributing 
to cancer in humans. It was 
recommended that frankfurt- 
ers be cooked for 20 minutes 
on a medium to hot electric 
grill, or boiled for five minutes.

Is It Orange Juice?
φ  New York city’s Commis- 
sioner of Consumer Affairs has 
urged the federal government 
to adopt stricter standards for 
what is sold as orange juice. 
It was claimed that some or- 
ange drinks contained “noth- 
ing but colored water” or were 
“made up entirely of chemi- 
cals.” The commissioner urged 
that drinks with 50 to 99 per- 
cent orange juice be labeled 
“orange dilute,” drinks with 
5 to 49 percent be labeled “or- 
ange water,” and any with less 
than 5 percent should not have 
the word orange on the label.

Saccharin Use Limited 
φ  The Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration has ordered limits 
on the use of saccharin, an 
artificial sweetener. The order 
removes it from the list of 
food additives generally recog- 
nized as safe. Preliminary evi- 
dence showed that rats devel- 
oped bladder tumors when fed 
high levels of the sweetener. 
The FDA says saccharin in- 
take should be limited to no 
more than one gram per day 
for a 155-pound person. The 
regulation is intended to re- 
strict saccharin intake until 
testing is completed.

Water Beds Heavy 
φ  A recent innovation is the 
water bed. Instead of conven-

of three seniors considered it 
a serious obligation to be mar- 
ried by a priest.

Harsh Treatment for Juveniles?
φ  The town of Churchill, in 
Manitoba, Canada, was having 
a bad problem with juvenile 
delinquents. They were loiter- 
ing in the streets, breaking 
into houses and smashing 
things, even redding the gar- 
bage dump. Officials of the pro- 
vincial government suggested 
shooting the worst cases. But 
it was argued that this would 
be bad for the town’s reputa- 
tion. Instead, the delinquents 
were loaded into planes, flown 
about 200 miles into a wilder- 
ness and left to fend for them- 
selves in the subarctic area. 
While this may sound cruel, 
officials hastened to add that 
these delinquents were young 
polar bears! Each year Chur- 
chill becomes a staging place 
for dozens of the young bears 
who leave their inland dens 
and mark time while waiting 
for Hudson Bay to freeze over 
so they can get out on the 
ice to hunt seals.

,Hot Dogs’ Not So Hot
φ  A nationwide study of frank- 
furters by Consumers Union 
concludes that hot dogs are 
not what they used to be. For 
one thing, the study of more 
than 32 of the most widely 
used brands reveals that the

"Vanishing Nuns”
φ  The St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
used the phrase “vanishing 
nuns” to describe their declin- 
ing numbers in the United 
States. It noted the recent poll 
taken by the National Sisters’ 
Vocation Conference which 
found that the number of new 
nuns dropped 86 percent in 
the last ten years. In addition, 
many who were already nuns 
were leaving their orders. 
The paper commented: “In a 
recent national study of the 
Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, it was found that of 
1,000 younger members enter- 
ing during the last 20 years, 
600 have left the order.” The 
national director of the con- 
ference stressed that such fig- 
ures do not include loss from 
retirement or death.

Youths Leaving Church
φ  A study by Catholic scholar 
Msgr. George Kelley, professor 
of social science at St. John’s 
University in New York, shows 
that Catholic high school stu- 
dents are defecting from the 
Church in massive numbers. 
According to Kelley, in 1967 
about 65 percent of the boys 
and 80 percent of the girls 
attended Mass every Sunday. 
But four years later, in 1971, 
only 30 percent of the boys 
and 38 percent of the girls ful- 
filled the obligation. Another 
shock to traditional belief was 
the finding that only one out
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cities, based on costs to the 
visitor. New York city was 
listed as the most expensive, 
followed by Caracas, then Mex- 
ico City, Paris and Brussels. 
The least expensive large city· 
was said to be Moscow.

Shoplifters Mostly Amateurs
φ  Shoplifting, stealing from 
stores, is one of the fastest- 
growing crimes in the United 
States. It has nearly tripled 
in ten years. Of the $3 thou- 
sand million a year (about $8 
million a day) stolen, industry 
sources estimate that the ma- 
jority is taken by nonprofes- 
sionals who become tempted 
due to social, economic or other 
pressures. This includes many 
housewives, young people and 
also drug addicts.

‘Crib Death’ Unsolved
φ  A mysterious disease that 
kills seemingly healthy babies 
while they sleep is still un- 
solved. ‘Crib death’ claims at 
least 10,000 lives a year in the 
United States. The Senate Sub- 
committee on Children and 
Youth was told by medical wit- 
nesses that there was little op- 
timism that a solution would 
be found soon. Many factors 
were said to be involved, such 
as infection and instability of 
the nervous system. Progress 
in research on the cause has 
been slowed because few scien- 
tists are interested and theo- 
ries are difficult to prove.

‘Cruel and Uncivilized’ 
φ  A Toronto (Canada) physi- 
cian says that any country 
that accepts abortion has de- 
scended into an abyss of cruel- 
ty and should not call itself 
civilized. Dr. Heather Morris, 
of Women’s College Hospital, 
said: “A society that weighs 
human life so cheaply . . .  is 
not a civilized society. A civi- 
lized society is judged on how 
it takes care of those who 
can’t take care of themselves.”

Schoolgirl Abortions Soar
φ  Britain’s Registrar-General 
reports a startling increase in

to hereditary factors, but to 
cultural factors as well. Men- 
tioned were the standardiza- 
tion and certainty of both in- 
dividual and group behavior, 
their agricultural and outdoor 
way of life, the good discipline, 
the fact that the old continue 
to be useful both in their work 
and in being looked to for ad- 
vice by younger persons, and 
that in Abkhasian society in- 
creasing age brings increasing 
prestige.

Improving Work Quality
φ  One company in the elec- 
ironies field is experimenting 
with reversing the mass pro- 
duction assembly-line tech- 
nique. On an assembly line, 
each worker adds the same 
few parts to a product over 
and over again. That does lit- 
tie to encourage the worker 
to improve quality or attitude. 
But on one of its products, a 
pocket-sized radio receiver, the 
company trained employees to 
complete the entire job of as- 
sembling, testing and packag- 
ing the radio for shipment. 
The result was higher quality 
because the workers became 
more interested in the end 
product, enjoyed their work 
and took a great deal of pride 
in their craftsmanship. While 
the new procedure is slower 
than the assembly line, offi- 
cials say that the drawback 
is more than made up for by 
improvement in employee ab- 
senteeism, morale and better 
product control.

Rehabilitating ‘Lost’ Women
φ  Last year the Detroit City 
Council set aside funds for 
rehabilitating prostitutes by 
giving them job training and 
counseling. The program re- 
cently ended in failure and 
was abandoned. Why? Parade 
reports: “The Council failed 
to find a single prostitute de- 
siring rehabilitation.”

Expensive Cities 
φ  London’s Financial Times 
issued a table listing the most 
expensive of the world’s large

tional stuffing, this bed is filled 
with water. However, the De- 
partment of Housing and Ur- 
ban Development has told 
managers of federally assisted 
housing areas that they can 
ban the use of water beds on 
all but ground floors. Why? 
Because the agency says that 
poorly built floors could col- 
lapse under the weight of the 
water, which may be 2,000 
pounds for one bed. The de- 
partment cautions water-bed 
buyers first to make sure that 
their floors can take it.

Fasten Seat Belts 
φ  Automobile seat belts have 
proved effective in reducing in- 
juries and deaths in accidents. 
But it has proved difficult to 
change human attitudes. Sur- 
veys indicate that as many as 
four out of five people do not 
use the lap belt. As many as 
19 out of 20 do not use the 
shoulder belt. But many of the 
55,000 killed and several mil- 
lion injured in U.S. auto acci- 
dents each year could be spared 
if they used the belts, especial- 
ly if using both the lap belt 
and the shoulder belt at the 
same time.

Long Lives
φ  A study by an American 
college professor of people in 
the autonomous republic of 
Abkhasia in the Soviet Union 
reveals a large number of 
persons living active lives al- 
though over 90 or 100 years 
of age. Another researcher 
found that in a group of Ab- 
khasians over 90, about 40 per- 
cent of the men and 30 percent 
of the women would read or 
thread a needle without eye- 
glasses. Over 40 percent had 
reasonably good hearing. There 
were no reported cases of men- 
tal illness or cancer in one 
nine-year study of 123 people 
over the age of 100. In this 
study, the group of 100-year- 
olds who were observed worked 
a four-hour day in agriculture. 
It is thought that their long, 
useful lives were due, not only
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OBSERVE THE MEMORIAL 
OF THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST

O n the last night of his earth ly  life Jesus 
Christ said: "N o  one has love greater than this, 
th a t someone should surrender his soul in be­
half of his friends.” This is w hat he did when 
he died as a ransom sacrifice.

The commemorating of his death is the 
only observance that the Bible commands 
Christians to keep. After showing his dis­
ciples how to do it by means of a special 
evening meal, Jesus said: “ Keep doing this 
in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:24) I t 
is proper to do it on the anniversary of that 
night.

This year the anniversary of that special 
evening meal and of his death is after 6 p.m. 
on March 29. This corresponds with Nisan 
14 on the sacred Hebrew calendar used in 
Jesus’ day.

I f  you desire to be counted among Jesus’ 
friends and to receive the benefits of his 
ransom sacrifice, you will want to obey Je­
sus’ command to observe the memorial of 
his death. You are warmly invited to join 
with Jehovah’s witnesses at their Kingdom 
Halls as they celebrate the Lord’s Evening 
Meal on March 29, after 6 p.m.


