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Number 5

"H Is a lready  ihe  hour fo r you to  awake.״
— Romans 13111

Brooklyn, N.Y., March 8, 1972Volume L111

ing themselves as this couple did. Thus 
in the United States in the past ten years 
personal bankruptcies have just about 
doubled, from 97,750 to nearly 183,000 a 
year. While a few of these cases doubtless 
were due to “time and unforeseen occur- 
rence” (such as illness, accident or un- 
employment), by far the greater number, 
we are told, were due to “binges of buying 
on credit.” (Eccl. 9:11) As one bankruptcy 
referee put it: “The growth'in the use of 
consumer credit is behind it all. Merchants 
and lenders have been pushing credit on 
people, competing strongly for the credit 
business.”—U.S. News & World Report, 
July 19, 1971.

Causing people to buy beyond their 
means are such slogans as “Fly now—pay 
later.” But a better slogan is, “Save now 
—fly later.” Yes, this is good advice. Buy- 
ing for cash is the most economical way 
to purchase things, as then you do not 
have to pay high interest rates, which of- 
ten are as high as 18 percent a year.

What causes families to fall victim to 
high-pressure salesmen? One factor often 
is the desire to “keep up with the Joneses.” 
If a man’s neighbors buy a new auto or 
an outdoor swimming pool, then must he 
also acquire these things? He may think 
so. But such a course can be folly, if per- 
haps his neighbors can afford these things 
but he cannot. Then again, just because 
his neighbors make the mistake of living

BE WISE· ■ ־ ' · .

-LIVFWITHIN 
YOUR MEANS

THEY are a young happily married cou- 
pie, as yet without children and living 

in one of the nicer sections of New York 
city. They bought a house, as they thought 
that paying off a mortgage made more 
sense than paying rent. Obviously they 
needed furniture, and they also obtained 
an auto, both of which were purchased on 
the installment plan. And then they let 
themselves be coaxed into buying a large 
stereophonic set with record player, radio 
and color TV. Although both of them were 
working and the husband was holding 
down two jobs, they were unable to keep 
up their payments.

They turned to a good friend for coun- 
sel and were shown how they could re- 
trench so as to live within their means. 
This they readily resolved to do. And not 
just because of their financial problems 
but also because as Christians they found 
themselves too busy and too tired to take 
care of their Christian obligations.

More and more families are overburden­
3MARCH 8, 1972



and needing to be redirected.—Gen. 8:21.
In this matter as in every other problem 

of living the Bible offers good counsel. 
It warns that a materialistic pursuit is the 
root of all sorts of injurious things. It also 
counsels contentment, saying, “We have 
brought nothing into the world, and nei- 
ther can we carry anything out. So, having 
sustenance and covering, we shall be con- 
tent with these things.” (1 Tim. 6:7, 8) 
The apostle Paul not only preached con- 
tentment to his friend Timothy, but also 
practiced it. He set a fine example, be- 
ing able to write: “I have learned, in 
whatever circumstances I am, to be self- 
sufficient. I know indeed how to be low on 
provisions, I know indeed how to have an 
abundance.”—Phil. 4:11, 12.

Why was the apostle Paul able to be 
self-sufficient, content whether he had lit- 
tie or much? Because he had something 
in his life that was more important than 
material things, more important than fine 
food, fine clothing or other fine material 
possessions. What was that? He had godly 
devotion or godliness, concerning which 
he also wrote his friend Timothy: “There 
is great gain in godliness with content- 
ment.” (1 Tim. 6:6, Revised Standard Ver- 
sion) Yes, spiritual treasures are a great 
aid to being self-sufficient and contented 
with modest things, needed things.

Man was not meant to live on bread 
alone or for material things alone. (Matt. 
4:4) He needs spiritual food, spiritual pos- 
sessions. So take time to cultivate and to 
acquire these. Heed Jesus’ words, “Keep 
on, then, seeking first [God’s] kingdom 
and his righteousness.” That means take 
time for reading and studying God’s Word; 
take time for talking with God in prayer; 
take time to associate with others who 
likewise are interested in spiritual things. 
Get a balanced view of things and you 
will not be tempted to live beyond your 
means.—Matt. 6:33.

beyond their means is no reason for him 
to do so, is it?

The problem may be status symbols. 
Many a family has burdened itself with 
heavy installment payments because of 
having bought a fine auto simply because 
it gave them status in the community. But 
if one cannot afford it, is not the sta- 
tus symbol a false front? Or it might be 
a color TV set. Thus it is reported that a 
teacher at a private school once heard a 
youngster say to another, “I can’t  play 
with you because your folks don’t  have a 
color TV!” Imagine it! But where did this 
child get such a notion? Doubtless from 
his parents.

Of course, there is also the hedonistic 
or pleasure principle to consider. No ques- 
tion about there being pleasure in owning 
fine things, the pride of possession apart 
from what others may think. There is also 
a great deal of enjoyment in eating fine 
food, which pleasure causes not a few to 
live beyond their means.

All these causes and others that might 
be cited call to mind the words of wise 
King Solomon: “Everything [is] vanity 
and a striving after wind.” (Eccl. 1:14) 
Vanity? Yes, because the added pleasures 
do not compensate for the added concerns, 
cares, worries, anxieties. Jesus said, “Nev- 
er be anxious about the next day,” but 
he who keeps living beyond his means 
has good reason to be anxious about the 
next day!—Matt. 6:34.

So learn to be objective, to be governed 
by reason, not by mere inclination, feeling 
or sentiment. Learn to distinguish between 
the things you really need and the luxu- 
ries you may want but can do without. 
Do not get started to feel and coddle the 
desire for luxury, for in just a short time 
luxuries have a way of mentally becom- 
ing “necessities.” It all goes back to in- 
herited human weakness, our inclinations 
from youth up being toward selfishness

A W A K E !4



WheteisTHE UNITE!ן ATI0 NS
recently: “We are definitely enter- 
ing into a new phase in the history 
of the United Nations. This is an 
absolutely critical time to try  to 

make of the organization what it must be 
if this is going to be the kind of world it 
should be.”

Are changes in the U.N. the answer? 
Consider the one that was made during 
the Korean War in the early 1950’s. At 
that time a resolution was passed that 
made a two-thirds vote in the General 
Assembly enough to override a veto by 
one of the members of the influential Se- 
curity Council. It was believed that this 
modification in procedure would curtail 
any attempt by a Security Council mem- 
ber to hinder the peacemaking efforts of 
the United Nations.

Actually, this change was not drastic 
enough, as subsequent history has proved. 
In a crisis it was found that a two-thirds 
vote usually could not be mustered to over- 
rule a veto. The influence of a larger na- 
tion in the Security Council has a great 
effect on how members of the General As- 
sembly vote.

Efforts to resolve the recent India- 
Pakistani crisis were hampered by the 
veto in the Security Council. This caused 
the Pakistani Foreign Minister to cry out 
during a session of this council: “We have 
been frustrated by the veto. Let’s build a 
monument for the veto. Let’s build a mon- 
ument for impotence and incapacity.”

Well, is there any hope that real chang- 
es will be made to improve the U.N.? 
What does the past record show? In 1966

EACH year on Octo- 
ber 24 the United 

Nations celebrates its 
anniversary. At th a t 
time a special concert is performed in its 
General Assembly hall. One particular 
piece of music occasionally used is the 
powerful choral section of Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony. Evidently, the words of 
this music about the brotherhood of man 
are felt to be in keeping with the spirit 
and purpose of the United Nations.

Yet today, after twenty-six years of 
U.N. existence, do we see the words “All 
men shall be brothers,” which have been 
sung so movingly, practiced by the mem- 
ber nations? Has that very General As- 
sembly hall where this noble expression 
was sung been the scene of much unity 
during the many meetings of the United 
Nations?

On the contrary, in recent years the 
world has witnessed some very stormy 
sessions in the imposing U.N. buildings in 
midtown Manhattan. This has caused a 
growing number of thinking people to 
entertain serious doubts about the future 
of the U.N. They have become disillu- 
sioned with it. Perhaps you are one of 
these persons.

On the other hand, there are some who 
feel that the problems besetting the U.N. 
could be overcome if changes were made 
in it. What do you think?

Will Changes Help?
Cyrus R. Vance, former United States 

ambassador at the Paris peace talks, said
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magazine bemoaned the fact that the U.N. 
“is having trouble bridging the moat that 
separates the ‘have’ from the ‘have-not’ 
nations. Sadly, the moat grows wider ev- 
ery day.” And if you review last year’s 
press reports about famine, poverty and 
disease riddling India, Pakistan and cer- 
tain African nations, you could say that 
that moat still is not being bridged.

There are those who claim that a great 
achievement of the U.N. is that it has 
prevented a major war from breaking out. 
This is because the U.N. provides a place 
for men to talk things over. And, as Win- 
ston Churchill once said, “Jaw-jaw is bet- 
ter than war-war.” While this might sound 
reasonable, former Secretary-General U 
Thant once warned that the United Na- 
tions was headed toward becoming “mere- 
ly a debating forum, and nothing else.”

A realistic view of the world’s history 
of the past twenty-six years of U.N. ex- 
istence shows that all too often there were 
times when war was felt to be better and 
more effective than debate. Member na- 
tions in different parts of the world 
marched off to the battlefield rather than 
to the conference table. In fact, since 1945, 
the year the United Nations was bom, it 
is estimated that some fifty-five wars have 
been fought, including the third largest in 
United States history.

Also sobering is the fact that since then, 
according to one source, over three hun- 
dred revolutions, uprisings, coups, rebel- 
lions and insurrections have taken place 
world wide. Much more is needed than just 
discussion.

How Effective Are Its Sessions?
Mitchell Sharp, Canada’s Secretary of 

State for external affairs, complained 
about the tremendous amount of speech- 
making that goes on in the U.N. He said

an editorial in the Washington, D.C., pub- 
lication Human Events warned that “only 
drastic reform will save [the United Na- 
tions] from the fate of the League of Na- 
tions [which failed in 1939].” In 1970 
that call was still going out, for the New 
York Times published an article entitled 
“A Call for U.N. Reform.” It asked for a 
consideration of “how [the United Na- 
tions] can best be dismantled and recon- 
stituted.”

Additionally, the comments made by 
this same newspaper at the close of the 
U.N.’s twenty-sixth session last December 
are not very hopeful. “There was no one 
at the end of the session who could hon- 
estly say that a promising new start had 
been made. . . . There was a strong feeling 
that the United Nations would go on, as 
it has in the past, busily attending to sec- 
ondary issues but paralyzed or ignored by 
the big powers when big questions are 
involved.”

Why are more significant changes not 
being made? J. Russell Wiggins, former 
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, 
answers: “Efforts to change the system 
would create ever bigger problems.” Ob- 
viously the United Nations is not improv- 
ing. Instead, to many it appears to be 
headed for disintegration.

What About Its Achievements?
In the field of specialized services the 

United Nations has made some notable 
contributions. Education, health, aid to the 
poor, development of agriculture and in- 
dustry are among these.

But these accomplishments, when com- 
pared to the magnitude of the world’s 
problems, pale into insignificance. Pover- 
ty, disease and hunger may have been at- 
tacked, but they are far from being van- 
quished. In 1965, the Saturday Review
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the U.N. has had to borrow from trust 
funds or special accounts just to meet staff 
salaries. Compounding the financial prob- 
lems are those nations that refuse to pay 
for certain actions that they did not agree 
with. These feel no obligation to back up 
financially something they voted against. 
If these financial problems continue, the 
U.N. is headed for economic disaster.

Where Is It Really Heading?
The situation in which the United Na- 

tions finds itself today is bleak. There is 
little hope for its betterment. As one writ- 
er observed, “So long as the U.N. is com- 
posed of men with the limitations inher- 
ent in the human mind, it will talk peace 
and prepare for war.”

The late Adlai Stevenson described the 
problem in this way: “The central ques- 
tion is whether the wonderfully diverse 
and gifted assembly of human beings on 
this earth really knows how to run a civi- 
lization.” The answer is obviously No.

Why is this so? Because Jehovah God 
did not create man with ability to govern 
his kind. He needs God to do that for him. 
That is why man’s attempts to do it are 
running into so many difficulties. And this 
also helps us to appreciate where the U.N. 
is really heading and why!

In the eyes of God, the U.N. represents 
this world’s defiance of him and the heav- 
enly government he has established to rule 
this earth, his kingdom by Christ. The 
U.N. thus attempts to do what God alone 
can and will do, namely, bring true broth- 
erhood, permanent peace and security to 
this earth. Because of its defiance of him, 
it is headed for destruction a t his hands. 
—Matt. 24:15; Rev. 17:8-11.

What will you do? Where will you place 
your confidence? Your decision involves 
your life.

that the organization was drowning in a 
sea of words.

A former prime minister of Canada, 
Lester Pearson, agreed, and added that 
the United Nations is “suffocating in its 
own documents.” Does this sound as if its 
sessions are effective?

How all this can hamper efforts to 
resolve a crisis was demonstrated at 
the sessions held to consider the India- 
Pakistani war. Pakistani delegate Zulfi- 
kar Ali Bhutto said: “The Security Coun- 
cil, I am afraid, has excelled in the art 
of filibustering. With some cynicism I 
watched yesterday a full hour wasted on 
whether the members would be ready to 
meet at 9:30 A.M. or bed and breakfast 
required that they should meet at 11 
A.M.” During this time hundreds of per- 
sons were dying in war.

A little over a week before this, a sharp 
dispute broke out that caused a meeting 
of the U.N. to be adjourned. A delegate 
shouted and shook his fist menacingly at 
the Undersecretary-General, demanding 
the right to speak before another delegate 
who was to give a report. They had to 
be separated before blows were struck. 
Certainly, incidents like this do not gen- 
erate respect and confidence in this world 
body.

Financial Woes
The United Nations’ 1971 budget was 

about 950 million dollars. But it was un- 
able to meet it. According to one report, 
the world body is 189 million dollars in 
debt. Now with Nationalist China expelled, 
the situation has not improved, for its 
debt of thirty million dollars is unlikely to 
be paid by the incoming Chinese Commu- 
nists. Furthermore, the number of nonpay- 
ers and slow payers is increasing among 
the 132 member nations.

Recently, there have been times when
7MARCH 8, 1972
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church attendance did not change 
me very much. My real religion 
was still the worship of the “spir- 
its” of my ancestors.

The efforts of my church to 
get me to stop worshiping the 
“spirits” failed. Why? The church 
did not teach that the dead were 
not alive to receive such wor- 
ship. No, the church said other- 
wise. I was taught th a t each 
person possessed an im m ortal 
soul that survived the death of 
the body. This only strength- 
ened my belief that my ances- 
tors were alive and needed to 
be appeased. My non-Christian 
re la tiv e s , I reasoned , w ere 

not far from the truth after all.

I Learn How to Be a “Country Doctor”
Unfortunately I could not read the Bible 

for myself to see just what it said about 
God and his ways. Not until I was twenty 
years old did my guardian yield to years 
of pleading and send me to school. After 
three years, I was compelled to accom- 
pany my ailing guardian to the chief “med- 
icine” town in my country. There I took 
a course in “country medicine.” This in- 
eluded the art of preparing and adminis- 
tering poisons made from the bark of 
trees, leaves or the gall of alligators. This 
knowledge was essential to the work of 
a “country doctor” whose patrons sought 
revenge on enemies.

Having heard a complaint, a “country 
doctor” determines if punishment is mer- 
ited and to what degree. Learning how to 
become such a “doctor” did not bother 
my conscience, despite years of church at- 
tendance. I believed that God not only 
allowed the “country doctor” to do his 
work of administering revenge but also 
empowered him to do so.

RS TOID TO "RUIRHEI" [0RRESP0IIDEI1T M  LIBERIA

AN AFRICAN “country doctor” is no 
ordinary doctor. I know because I was 

one of them.
Persons would come to me because they 

sought revenge on real or imagined ene- 
mies. I would determine the punishment 
and administer it by magical means. I 
specialized in divination and made “medi- 
cines” to protect one from “departed spir- 
its” or those seeking to bring evil upon 
a person.

Years before I took up the practice of 
divination, I became a regular attender at 
one of Christendom’s churches and later 
went to a religious mission school. Why? 
Well, in my early teens my uncle took me 
to a church in Monrovia. He explained 
that those who did not go to church would 
go to hellfire, where first the fingertips 
would burn, then one arm, then the other 
arm, the other limbs, and finally the whole 
body. When finished, God would so fix it 
that the burning would start all over 
again, to be repeated to time indefinite, 
he said.

I was afraid of burning. So, along with 
so many others, I went to church. But

A W A K E !8



mission school, and although the students, 
mere children, laughed at me, the teacher 
gave me encouragement: “Try your best. 
I was big like you and went to school. Now 
I am teaching you.”

During Bible class I was told: “It is 
wrong to punish anyone for his wrong- 
doing to you, or to harm him with coun- 
try medicine.” Defending my conviction 
that the “country doctor” was actually 
God’s means for returning evil for evil, 
I countered: “Since God punishes people 
when they wrong him, then we are only 
following his example and punishing peo- 
pie when they wrong us.” But the teacher 
maintained: “We are not to do it. That 
is for God to do.” Nevertheless, I reasoned 
to myself that if that were true, then why 
did God make the “medicine” work? This 
was not explained.

But my uncertainty turned to confusion 
when I tried to reason out the Trinity 
teaching. In reply to my query as to how 
three gods could exist in one, I was told 
that I could not understand this mystery. 
Unsatisfied, I asked how it was possible for 
the “Father” to understand it but not the 
rest of us. “You will get your answer to- 
morrow,” was the reply. But on the next 
day I was simply punished and threatened 
with dismissal if I asked any more such 
questions.

I was taught in the mission school that 
war was not wrong, for Christians had 
defended themselves in the past and must 
continue to do so. From what I learned 
at this school God takes sides in fights and 
contests, and for that reason we were 
urged to pray to win in a football match. 
And when we did win we rejoiced, con- 
vinced that God had been on our side.

During those years I continued to sacri- 
fice to my “medicines” by rubbing them 
with the blood of a victim, usually a chick- 
en. I attended church services, yet I trust- 
ed in “medicines” and magic. Despite

Divining was another requirement in 
mastering my craft. Methods of divining 
included looking at the water in a pot or 
at a mirror. For protection against de- 
parted spirits or evil persons, I learned to 
concoct various “medicines.” Often such 
would be put in a bottle and buried in the 
threshold of a house, with just the top 
of the bottle showing.

One day all my possessions were burned 
up when fire gutted the village. My de- 
pression turned to astonishment when I 
was told that this was a sign from the 
spirits that I would receive more power. 
The next day the chief practitioner gave 
me a ring and confided to me: “If you 
put this on your finger and start rubbing 
it, you will be invisible to anyone standing 
by. Here are the laws of the ring: Don’t 
look at the sun when it is noon; don’t  eat 
onion!”

The first time I tried rubbing the ring, 
people passed me by as if I were not there. 
But the second time I was greatly dis- 
appointed. My confidant explained: “It 
cannot work all the time, but it is a quick 
way of making money. I will show you 
how to do it.” Thereafter I would supply 
rings at a price to make one invisible, 
rings for ambitious men seeking power 
and position.

On one occasion, I made a ring for a 
clan chief, and he paid me $32, convinced 
that it had made him invisible and that 
he would be empowered as chief to time 
indefinite. But on an occasion when the 
ring did not seem to work for him, I sim- 
ply told him that the spirit of the ring 
was temporarily visiting other parts of the 
earth.

Uncertainty and Confusion
When I was twenty-four years old, I 

decided that I wanted to return to school. 
My parents mocked the idea, but I was 
not to be put off. I enrolled at a religious
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the true God, Jehovah, was observing. 
—Prov. 15:3.

As for the church systems, I was fu- 
rious that I had been deceived into super- 
stition and demonism by their false doc- 
trine that man possessed an immortal soul. 
This false doctrine was the basis of my 
foolish fears of departed spirits. (Ezek. 
18:4) And how glad I was to learn that 
the Bible does not teach the mysterious 
Trinity! From the Bible I could now see 
that Jehovah is one God, that Jesus Christ 
is truly his Son and that the holy spirit 
is God’s invisible active force.—1 Cor. 8: 
6; Matt. 16:16, 17; Acts 1:8; 2:2-4, 16, 17.

Arrangements were made for a Witness 
to come to my village and study the Bible 
with me. This provided the accurate 
knowledge needed to make my dedication 
to Jehovah. I chose to follow the fine ex- 
ample of Joshua: “As for me and my 
household, we shall serve Jehovah.” 
—Josh. 24:15.

Serving the True God for Life
When news got around that I had made 

a break with magic and all forms of spirit- 
ism, I was summoned to the entrance of 
the local secret society “bush.” Thereupon 
the chief “country doctor” or zo asked 
me: “Are you the one who has said that 
you have no more time for Poro and 
Sande [native secret societies] and you 
have dumped all your medicines into the 
water?”

“Yes,” I replied.
“Are you not afraid of all the gather- 

ing here, and to admit to us these things?”
To this I replied: “I will not allow fear 

of you to cause me to do what is wrong 
before the living God Jehovah!”

“Go and be for your Jehovah,” thun- 
dered the zo, “but you will know who we 
are!” This was clearly an intimation that 
I could expect to be poisoned by “country 
medicine.” Turning from them and walk-

years of church instruction, I still thought 
that there was nothing like “African 
science” practiced by the “country doc- 
tor” for dealing with the problems of life.

At Last the Truth
In 1956 I obtained literature from one 

of Jehovah’s Christian witnesses at Voin- 
jama. Therein I read that the practice of 
spiritism, which includes divination, mag- 
ic, sorcery and binding others with a 
spell, is wrong according to Deuteronomy 
18:10-12 and Revelation 21:8. For a fur- 
ther explanation I went to see this Wit- 
ness. It was made clear to me that my 
relying on “medicines” was spiritism and 
condemned by the Bible. God, I learned 
from the Bible, was opposed to all forms 
of divination and magic. The next words 
of the Witness startled me: ‘All who con- 
tinue to practice such things will not sur- 
vive “the war of the great day of God 
the Almighty,” called Armageddon, nor 
will they live in the glorious new system 
of things!’—Rev. 16:14, 16.

This Witness then gave me answers 
from the Bible to many other questions 
I had. I began to see for the first time 
that “the god of this system of things” 
is Satan the Devil and that even the so- 
called Christian churches had come under 
his influence. (2 Cor. 4:4) The real truth 
lay in the Bible. I needed to make a study 
of it to get free from Satan’s snares. I 
had really been serving the Devil and his 
demon angels.—Rev. 12:7-9.

The shock of all this—that as a “coun- 
try  doctor” I had been misled by the Devil 
—was so great that I could scarcely think 
of anything else for the next two weeks. 
At the end of that time I had made my 
choice. Early one morning before day- 
break, I gathered all my “medicines” and 
my prized magical ring. After packing 
them all into a bag, I dumped it into the 
river. No one was around, but I knew that
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release we found that every possession we 
owned had been stolen. But a number of 
my Christian brothers gave me some mon- 
ey, so I could return to my home. The first 
night a t home I hunted and killed two 
deer and a porcupine. For the rest of the 
year I supported my family in this way.

Finally in 1964 I realized my heart’s de- 
sire to serve Jehovah as fully as possible. 
At that time I became a full-time pro- 
claimer of God’s kingdom. Jehovah has 
wonderfully provided for us, and I am con- 
tinuing in my chosen service even though 
my children now number six.

During the years I have had the joy of 
seeing my niece and one of my uncles 
accept the Bible truth, and other family 
members are now interested. An oppor- 
turtity came to demonstrate Christian love 
when my oldest brother became sick and 
was taken to our town for treatment. He 
did not come to stay in my house because 
he had strongly opposed my serving Je- 
hovah. Yet I went to him and brought 
him to my home, gave him food and treat- 
ed him as well as I could. After a time 
others of the family came, saying: “Your 
way of serving God is very nice. We never 
knew it would be like that. You did not 
turn against us, but you have shown us 
consideration and respect in return for 
contempt.”

How different the ways of true Chris- 
tianity fi’om the ways of the African 
“country doctor” ! Instead of returning 
evil for evil, I do as the Bible says: “Keep 
conquering the evil with the good.” (Rom. 
12:17-21) How happy I am that I aban- 
doned African “country medicine” and 
Christendom’s false religion and have 
come out of darkness into the glorious 
light to serve Jehovah!

ing straight ahead, I sought protection 
from Jehovah through prayer.

No calamity befell me. But later my 
uncle, the head of our family, officially 
disowned me with the words: “Any good 
that comes to you, don’t  bring it to me, 
and any bad that comes to you, keep it 
for yourself!” Despite such opposition, I 
treated my relatives kindly, for I knew 
that serving Jehovah meant living up to 
the high principles found in his Word the 
Bible.

No longer being a “country doctor,” I 
found work as a cleaner of tractor parts 
for a very low wage. The man in charge 
soon observed that I would be working 
while others slipped away. One day the 
man in charge was drunk at the time a 
truckload of parts arrived. So I received 
the shipment for him, checking to be sure 
that all the parts were there. My co- 
workers ridiculed me for doing this job 
without pay. But the man in charge ap- 
preciated my saving him his job, and with- 
in a short time I was earning five times 
my original wages.

Though doing my secular work well 
brought satisfaction, I knew I would have 
even more satisfaction if I could spend 
more time in preaching Bible truths to 
others. So my wife and I agreed that after 
a Christian convention to be held at 
Gbarnga, I would enter the full-time 
preaching work. I left my job and brought 
all my possessions and savings with my 
wife and young son to the assembly. Un- 
expectedly soldiers disrupted the assembly 
and tested our faith on the matter of ren- 
dering a religious salute to a secular stan- 
dard. For three days and three nights we 
were not given any food and water, as we 
were confined in an open field. After our
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ing block, determine the nature and prop- 
erties of each block or “atom” that they 
form.*

First, though, let us get our definitions 
straight. By “atom” we mean “the small- 
est particle of an element,” and an “ele- 
ment” has been defined as “a substance 
that cannot be resolved by chemical means 
into simpler substances.” For instance, if 
we could take a sample of the element we 
know as gold and keep on dividing it into 
smaller and smaller pieces, it would even- 
tually be impossible to divide it further 
without its losing its original chemical 
identity. This smallest portion is the atom. 
Any further division would be a splitting 
of the atom into the aforementioned parts, 
called protons, neutrons and electrons.

The protons and the neutrons are about 
equal in weight, the difference in these 
being that, whereas the proton carries 
a positive charge of electricity, the neu- 
tron has no charge, hence is neutral. 
Relatively speaking, the protons and neu- 
irons are huge compared to the electrons, 
having a mass about 2,000 times as great. 
The tiny electrons carry a negative charge 
of electricity, and since they always equal 
in number the protons, then the atom is 
a neutral body.

These three fundamental particles are 
built up in increasing numbers to form 
the atoms of the different elements, or 
the building blocks of creation. How many 
are there? For a long time it was thought

* Scientists have actually identified more than thirty 
atomic particles, but the ones mentioned above are 
the ones that determine the nature and properties of 
the element they form.

LOOK around you on this earth. What 
can you see? No one can fail to be 

moved by the sublime beauty of the hills 
and mountains, by the fascinating colors 
and shapes of the plants and trees and by 
the delightful abilities of the animals, birds 
and insects. The very complexity of ere- 
ation just staggers the imagination.

Do you ever wonder from what all this 
profusion of beautiful and awe-inspiring 
things comes? What are the building 
blocks of creation? How are these building 
blocks assembled to produce the innumer- 
able material things all around us? When 
we look at the multitude of marvelous 
creations, we see a seemingly solid world. 
Would it surprise you to know that all 
this is constructed from basic building 
blocks that are themselves 99.9 percent 
nothingness or emptiness?

For thousands of years man has tried 
to unravel the secret of what exactly it is 
that constitutes matter. The dictionary de- 
fines matter as “that out of which any- 
thing is made.” But from what is it made? 
I t has only been in this century, indeed 
only in the last thirty or forty years, that 
scientists have really begun to under- 
stand the fundamental nature of material 
things. Now researchers tell us that all 
material things, whether they be the rocks, 
plants, animals, rivers or anything else 
that we can become acquainted with by 
using our bodily senses, are built up from 
building blocks that are themselves made 
from three basic particles.

These three basic particles, depending 
on the number of each present in the build-
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about one hundred thousandth the size of 
the entire atom in diameter!

Since the number of electrons in the 
atom can vary from one to over a hun- 
dred, depending on which element is under 
consideration, it is awesome, is it not, to 
consider the wonderfully intricate arrange- 
ment within the incredibly small space of 
each atom?

It is fascinating to realize that all the 
material things, all the seemingly solid 
things, from the green grass to the cow’s 
tail to the mountains, are made up of mil- 
lions upon millions of these tiny atoms, 
each of which is itself predominantly emp- 
tiness and space between the central nu- 
cleus and the orbiting electrons. Yes, an 
atom is mostly empty space. Thus the Life 
Science Library volume Matter says: “If 
each atom were collapsed into a sphere 
no bigger than its own core, or nucleus, 
then all the bulk of the Washington Monu- 
ment [555 feet high] could be crammed 
into a space smaller than the eraser on a 
pencil.”

The electrons in each atom orbit in 
what are referred to as “electron shells,” 
each “shell” being a set distance from 
the nucleus. As the atoms get progressive- 
ly more complex by the addition of more 
of the basic particles, the additional elec- 
irons orbit in these “shells.”

For instance, the illustration of the car- 
bon atom depicts it with two electrons in 
its inner shell and four in its next shell. 
An aluminum atom would have two elec- 
trons in its first shell, eight in its next 
shell and three in its outermost shell. In 
other words there is not an unruly mass 
of electrons without any fixed pattern but 
rather a very orderly arrangement in all 
this.

Since we are interested in how these 
building blocks are assembled to produce 
all the wonderful things that delight us 
so much, then we are particularly inter-

that there were merely four elements; 
namely, air, fire, earth and water, but as 
knowledge increased, different elements 
were gradually identified. Now lists of the 
elements show over one hundred, some of 
them being man-made, artificial and un- 
stable.

What, though, about this 99.9 percent 
nothingness? If we could see a single atom 
of any of the marvelous things around us, 
what would it look like? What kind of 
structure would it be?

Atomic Structure
All atoms have a central nucleus com- 

posed of a combination of protons and 
neutrons, surrounded by orbiting elec- 
trons. The only exception to this is the 
atom of the simplest element, hydrogen, 
which has only a single proton as its nu- 
cleus with one single electron in orbit 
around it.

Thus we get a mental picture of a sort 
of miniature solar system, with the elec- 
trons in comparatively large orbits around 
the small, compact nucleus, much as the 
planets move in orbit around the sun. This 
microscopic planetary system is differ- 
ent for each of the elements and is re- 
produced in each of the atoms of that 
element. What power and precision pro- 
duced all that? Take, for example, an 
atom of the element carbon, as portrayed 
in the following schematic diagram:

Carbon atom has a nucleus 
with 6 protons and 6 neu- 
trons, and has 6 electrons, 
two in the inner shell and 

four in the outer

Of course, we cannot see a single atom 
because an atom is so infinitesimally small. 
Each of these minute ‘planetary systems’ 
would measure a mere one hundred mil- 
lionth of an inch in diameter! And the 
central nucleus or ‘sun’ would be only
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as a bleach, a disinfectant and also as a 
poison gas. The chlorine atom has seven- 
teen electrons, its shells containing two, 
eight and seven respectively. Showing only 
the outermost electron shell, the diagram 
depicts how these building blocks combine 
and what results from this combination.

The chlorine atom borrows an electron 
from the sodium atom, becoming negative- 
ly charged in the process by the addi- 
tion of this extra electron, while, vice 
versa, the sodium atom becomes positively 
charged. These charged atoms, now called 
“ions,” are attracted to each other be- 
cause of their opposite charges, and they 
cling together to form the compound 
known as sodium chloride, or common salt.

From two seemingly unlikely building 
blocks with their own distinctive proper- 
ties we get the common salt so vital for 
life. This rearrangement with regard to 
only one electron builds a completely new 
substance! A combination like this is called 
an electrovalent bond.

Combining by Sharing Electrons
Another kind of combination is called 

a covalent bond. In this kind of bond the 
various atoms share electrons to form the 
required stable outer electron shells. An 
example of this is when two carbon atoms, 
six hydrogen atoms and one oxygen atom 
combine to form a molecule of ethyl alco- 
hoi, the intoxicating ingredient of many 
beverages. The covalent bonds of each pair 
of shared electrons are shown in the struc- 
tural formula by a dash in the following 
diagram:

Molecu le o f Ethyl A lcoho l
H _

C: carbon atom
- C — 0 H H: hydrogen atom־־־־

O !!ן : oxygen atom

By thus sharing pairs of electrons the
carbon atoms and the oxygen atom ac- 
quire a stable outer shell of eight elec-

ested in these minute particles, the elec- 
trons. How so? Because it is the arrange- 
ment of these electrons in their orbits 
that determines the combining abilities of 
each atom. This combining ability is called 
“valence” or “valency.”

Combining by Borrowing Electrons
As research into the atom progressed, 

it was found that any element with a com- 
plete number of electrons (usually eight) 
in its valence ring (borrowing-and-lending 
shell) was extremely stable; that is, it 
did not readily combine with other atoms. 
These stable or inert elements are known 
as the rare gases—helium, neon, argon, 
krypton, xenon and radon.

Gradually a picture of the electron 
shells of all the elements was built up. It 
was found that atoms tended to try  to 
make up a stable outer electron shell. The 
valence theory explains this by showing 
how the atoms do this either by borrowing 
and lending electrons, or by sharing elec- 
trons with other atoms. An element that 
has seven electrons in its outer shell, such 
as chlorine, will borrow an electron from 
an element that has one electron in its 
outer shell, like sodium, for instance. Look 
at the following diagram to see how this 
would happen:

Com bin ing o f Sodium and Ch lorine Atoms

Atoms (show ing on ly  Ions— form ing
outer electron shells) sodium chloride

Sodium, a soft, silver-white metal, which 
was discovered in 1807, is a very active 
element that reacts violently with water. 
I t has a total of eleven electrons, the shells 
having two, eight and one electrons re- 
spectively. Chlorine, discovered in 1774, is 
a greenish-yellow gas. It has been used
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side and that gives the plants the won- 
derful ability to convert the radiant energy 
of the sun into chemical energy for the 
plants to use.

Can you imagine the incredible inter- 
action among the electrons as they whirl 
in their orbits to link the various atoms 
so as to make up even one molecule of 
chlorophyll? When one considers that it 
would take milliorts upon millions of such 
molecules to cover the period at the end 
of this sentence, one’s admiration for. the 
Designer of such an arrangement can only 
grow and deepen.

Scientists have only begun to unravel 
the facts with regard to how and why the 
different building blocks combine, but they 
do know that there are fixed and orderly 
laws that govern these combinations. They 
stand in awe at the inconceivably intricate 
way in which the tremendously complex 
living cells of all forms of life build up 
these already complicated substances into 
the abundance of living things on the 
earth.

This buildup from imperceptibly small 
atoms to all the magnificent handiwork 
of creation is set out in the following 
diagram:

irons, while the hydrogen atoms acquire 
outer electron shells with two electrons.

More Complex Interaction
Of course, the interaction and attrac- 

tion between the different atoms become 
very much more complicated as the far 
more complex molecules that go to make 
up the organic compounds, those having 
carbon in their molecules, are formed. An 
example of one of these organic sub- 
stances serves to illustrate this. Here is 
a diagram showing the structural formula 
of a molecule of that amazing substance 
called chlorophyll:

Look around you, and reflect on the wis- 
dom and intelligence that has master- 
minded the production of all the material 
things we know, from the tiniest seed to 
the limitless universe—and all from build- 
ing blocks that are themselves 99.9 per- 
cent nothing.

C O O C 20H3e

H: hydrogen atom (72 )
C: carbon atom (55)
O: oxygen atom (5)
N: nitrogen atom (4)

Mg: magnesium atom (1)

Just think of it: Here are 72 atoms of 
hydrogen, 55 atoms of carbon, 5 atoms of 
oxygen, 4 atoms of nitrogen and 1 atom 
of magnesium, some of them already com- 
bined into prefabricated units, as it were, 
built up into one molecule of chlorophyll, 
one of the most important pigments in 
vegetation. This is the substance that ac- 
counts for the greenness in the country­
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MARTI 
IM H E R

What led to 
Luther’s break 
with the Cath-
olic church was the practice of selling let- 
ters of indulgence. It was the claim of the 
church that indulgences issued by the pope 
could shorten the stay of a person, or of 
a relative, in purgatory. Some even grant- 
ed forgiveness of sins. Selling such indul- 
gences was one of the avenues used by the 
church in Luther’s day to obtain money.

Since Pope Leo X was hard pressed for 
funds needed to complete St. Peter’s Ba- 
silica in Rome, he entered into an agree- 
ment with Archbishop Albert of Branden- 
burg, Germany, that would help with the 
project. He accepted from Albert the sum 
of 10,000 ducats in return for the arch- 
bishopric of Mainz. That Albert might pay 
back the sum to the financial house of 
Fugger, from whom he borrowed it, the 
pope granted him the privilege of dispens- 
ing an indulgence in his territories for a 
period of eight years. Half of the money 
received would go to the pope and the 
other half to the house of Fugger as re- 
payment on the loan.

The Dominican monk Tetzel was en- 
trusted with the sale of these indulgences. 
He and his fellow vendors made extrava- 
gant claims in their sales pitch. Among

A W A K E !

FOR the past five years 
or more, talks have 

been in progress between 
L utheran and Catholic 
theologians. The ulti- 
mate aim apparently is 
to bring Lutherans back 
into the Catholic church.
A lthough  some indi- 
vidual Lutherans may 
not relish th is thought, others do.

In fact, even Luther would probably look 
upon such efforts with an approving eye, 
despite his polemics against the pope. He 
was a devout monk who had no desire to 
break with the Catholic church. Instead 
he wanted to see it institute reforms that 
would correct practices he sincerely be- 
lieved to be unchristian.

According to Dr. Carl Braaten of Chi- 
cago’s Lutheran School of Theology, a re- 
union with the Catholic church would be 
in accord with Luther’s wishes. “The Ref- 
ormation,” he said, “was always meant to 
be a temporary movement.”

Their Founder
When he began to challenge certain 

practices of the Catholic church, Martin 
Luther had no intention of founding the 
Lutheran church. However, it was a nat- 
ural development when his break with 
Rome became irreconcilable and when he 
concluded that the church should be re- 
formed wherever possible in Germany de- 
spite pope and emperor.

The name “Lutheran” was first applied 
to Luther’s followers by his enemies. Al- 
though it was meant as a derogatory term, 
they adopted it.

16



olic church. The Scriptural statement, for 
example, that a man is declared righteous 
or justified by faith made a deep impres- 
sion on him. (Rom. 3:28) He could not 
reconcile it with the teaching of the 
church that a person can gain religious 
merit by venerating certain relics.

In his famous debate with the Catholic 
theologian Johann Eck, Luther stressed 
his respect for the Scriptures as a guiding 
authority by saying: “A simple layman 
armed with Scripture is to be believed 
above a pope or a council without it.”

When he discovered that no mention 
of purgatory occurs in the Scriptures, he 
ceased to maintain that doctrine. But he 
did retain the unscriptural doctrine of hell 
as being a place of eternal torment for 
immortal souls. Instead of teaching that 
the human soul is immortal, the Bible 
plainly states that it dies (Ezek. 18:4), 
and instead of saying that the wages sin 
pays is eternal torment in hell, it says that 
the “wages sin pays is death.”—Rom. 6: 
23.

The Hebrew and Greek words, sheol 
and hades, that have been translated as 
hell in some versions of the Bible mean 
the common grave of mankind. For ex- 
ample, faithful Job says, according to the 
Catholic Douay Version: “Who will grant 
me this, that thou mayst protect me in 
hell, and hide me until thy wrath pass, 
and appoint me a time when thou wilt 
remember me?” (Job 14:13) Obviously, 
Job is speaking about being hidden, not 
in a place of torment, but in the grave 
until the resurrection. There are Bible 
versions that use the word “grave” here 
instead of “hell.” Despite this Scriptural 
truth, Lutherans to this day hold to the 
Catholic doctrine of eternal torment in 
hell.

When Luther appeared before Emperor 
Charles V and the Diet at Worms, Ger* 
many, which was an assembly of princes

other things they would say: “As soon 
as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul 
from purgatory springs.”

Luther was infuriated by such claims. 
He contended that the granting of indul- 
gences without repentance was contrary to 
Christian doctrine. He argued: “Indul- 
gences are most pernicious because they 
introduce complacency and thereby imper- 
il salvation.” In one of his sermons in 
1516 C.E. he said: “To assert that the pope 
can deliver souls from purgatory is au- 
dacious. If he can do so, then he is cruel 
not to release them all.”

On October 31, 1517, Luther nailed 
ninety-five theses regarding indulgences on 
the church door at Wittenberg, Germany. 
This was the practice in his day for pub- 
lishing a challenge for a debate. No one 
accepted his challenge and no discussion 
of the subject with church officials ever 
occurred.

Thesis number five said: “The Pope has 
neither the will nor the power to remit 
any penalties, except those which he has 
imposed by his own authority, or by that 
of the canons.” Thesis number twenty-one 
stated: “Thus those preachers of indul- 
gences are in error who say that, by the 
indulgences of the Pope, a man is loosed 
and saved from all punishment.”

By thus challenging the church’s prac- 
tice of selling indulgences, Luther unwit- 
tingly launched himself on the road to 
separation from the Catholic church and 
struck the spark that ignited the Refor- 
mation. His theses were translated from 
Latin to German and printed by some of 
those who read them. They became a com- 
mon topic of conversation throughout Ger- 
many.

Emphasis on Scriptures 
The more carefully Luther studied the 

Scriptures the more he found things in 
them that were in conflict with the Cath­
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pope’s bull of excommunication to the 
burning pile.

Baptism
Luther indicated a preference for bap- 

tism by immersion, because that is what 
is indicated by the Greek word for it. He 
said: “I could wish that the baptized 
should be totally immersed, according to 
the meaning of the word and the significa- 
tion of the mystery.”

However, Luther also said about immer- 
sion that he did not think it is necessary. 
Thus he indicated that his thinking was 
influenced by the Catholic practice of 
sprinkling. This no doubt is the reason 
why sprinkling is an acceptable practice 
in Lutheran churches today.

Baptism by immersion, not sprinkling, 
is the Scriptural method. There is no evi- 
dence in the Scriptures that anyone who 
was baptized in apostolic times was sprin- 
kled. Rather the Scriptures show that they 
were immersed.—Matt. 3:13-16; Acts 8: 
36, 38.

Not Far Enough
While some of Luther’s views that 

caused his break with the Catholic church 
moved him into closer alignment with the 
Scriptures, he did not go far enough. Many 
practices and beliefs of the church that 
are without Scriptural support were car- 
ried over into the Lutheran church.

The Catholic doctrine of the Trinity, for 
example, is still preached in Lutheran 
churches. This doctrine is in direct con- 
flict with the testimony of the Scriptures 
and relies upon a twisting of the Scrip- 
tures. The claim that God is a trinity of 
three persons who are coequal and coeter- 
nal is nowhere taught in the Bible. Rather 
than Jesus Christ’s being coequal with his 
Father, we find him speaking of his Fa- 
ther as being greater and as being his God. 
(John 14:28; Matt. 27:46; John 20:17)

and representatives from the free cities, 
no argument was presented to prove his 
views unscriptural. There was actually no 
discussion, but only a demand that he re- 
cant. In his reply he again appealed to 
the Scriptures as supreme authority by 
saying: “Since then Your Majesty and 
your lordships desire a simple reply, I will 
answer without horns and without teeth. 
Unless I am convicted by Scripture and 
plain reason—I do not accept the authori- 
ty of popes and councils, for they have 
contradicted each other—my conscience is 
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and 
I will not recant anything, for to go 
against conscience is neither right nor 
safe.”

Excommunication
On June 16, 1520, Pope Leo X issued a 

bull condemning Luther. It listed forty- 
one propositions from Luther’s writings 
that were declared to be false, dangerous 
or heretical. If he did not recant, the secu- 
lar authorities were to seize him and de- 
liver him to the pope. He then would no 
doubt have been treated as was the Bo- 
hemian John Huss, who was burned alive 
at a stake.

But the secular authorities where Lu- 
ther was located were sympathetic to him 
and declined to take action. Their sense 
of justice was outraged because Luther 
was condemned without having been given 
a hearing and an opportunity to defend 
himself. The bull actually caused public 
indignation to burst forth against the ar- 
bitrary action of the pope.

In Rome and in some other places Lu- 
ther’s books were publicly burned. In re- 
prisal the faculty and student body at 
Wittenberg gathered outside the Elster 
gate of the city and burned the papal 
constitutions, the canon law and works 
of scholastic theology. Luther added the
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sword against the peaceful Anabaptists be- 
cause they held religious viewpoints dif- 
ferent from theirs. Luther’s close asso- 
ciate, Melanchthon, argued that even the 
passive action of the Anabaptists in reject- 
ing government, oaths, private property 
and marriage outside their faith was sedi- 
tious and therefore punishable by death. 
Certainly the Christian Bible writers never 
advocated that Christians kill anyone who 
rejected an article of faith.

Since the days of Luther the Lutheran 
church has been closely allied with the 
political governments of the world. When 
these governments have become embroiled 
in a war, the members of this church have 
not hesitated to pick up the sword to kill 
those classed as political enemies by these 
powers, even when it meant killing fellow 
Lutherans. This was particularly evident 
during World War Π when German Lu- 
therans in support of the Nazis fought fel- 
low Lutherans in other countries. How 
contrary this is to true Christianity and 
to Jesus’ statement, “By this aU will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love 
among yourselves”! (John 13:35) History 
makes it clear that Christ’s followers in 
the first century were pursuers of peace, 
not wielders of the sword.—1 Pet. 3:11.

There can be little doubt that Luther 
caused a severe shaking of the Catholic 
church. But the Lutheran church is in 
reality only an offshoot of the Catholic 
church, and resembles it in many ways. 
Although this offshoot instituted some re- 
forms of Catholic teachings, it has not 
proved to be a restoration of the Christian 
organization that existed before the great 
apostasy that followed the death of the 
apostles. (Acts 20:29, 30) Thus discussions 
about reuniting the Lutheran church with 
the Catholic church need be no cause for 
surprise. There are natural ties between 
these two churches, and even Luther would 
doubtless approve their uniting.

After he returned to heaven he is spoken 
of as being subject to his Father and his 
Father as being his head. (1 Cor. 11:3; 
15:28) The plain testimony of the Scrip- 
tures is that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God rather than being God, as is wrongly 
claimed by the Trinity doctrine.

The Trinity doctrine is only one of many 
things that have been carried over from 
the Catholic church to the Lutheran 
church. The Lutheran clergy have contin- 
ued to wear the old Mass vestments and 
carry on the old ceremonial forms of wor- 
ship. The altar with its candles and cruci- 
fix were retained, although such things 
are without Scriptural support. The use 
of candles and the cross in worship is ac- 
tually of pagan origin, as admitted by 
Cardinal Newman in his book Essay on 
the Development of Christian Doctrine.

Luther failed to perceive from the teach- 
ings of the Scriptures that Christians are 
to be neutral in the political affairs of the 
world and that they are not to participate 
in warfare. Jesus told his followers that 
they were “no part of the world.” (John 
15:19) He also counseled them against the 
use of the sword when he said that “all 
those who take the sword will perish by 
the sword.” (Matt. 26:52) Furthermore, it 
is written at 2 Corinthians 10:4 that “the 
weapons of our warfare are not fleshly.”

Despite these and other scriptures on 
these points, as well as the historical rec- 
ord showing that the early Christians did 
not engage in military warfare, Luther did 
not disapprove of the use of the sword. 
He viewed a person who abstained from 
military service as worthy of a death sen- 
tence. When the peasants revolted, he 
urged the civil authorities to “stab, kill 
and strangle” them. Is that what Jesus 
Christ would have done?

Manifesting the same intolerant and vio- 
lent spirit of the Catholic church, Luther 
and his followers approved the use of the
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THE

O F PERU
By “ Awake!" correspondent in Peru

they do to this music?” he asked. “Here, 
I ’ll refresh your memory.” With that 
Rafael got to his feet, shuffled a few steps 
while humming the same tune, then 
stopped short, bringing both feet to a halt 
in quick succession on the fifth bar, start- 
ing in again immediately for the next four 
bars, only to stop short again on the fifth. 
How many times I had seen the Indians 
sing and dance this way! It was fascinat- 
ing, and so typical. This type of dancing, 
together with this music—a perfect match.

My mind raced back to the quaint little 
towns dotting the puna (high, cold, arid 
plateau) or nestling in the terraced valleys 
of the Andes. I recalled the scenes of little 
orchestras at work in the plazas with 
homemade harps and flutes. Bright, bil- 
lowing skirts spun into focus revealing 
sturdy-legged dancers circling opposite 
their knitted-capped partners. Twirling 
and stomping to a stop—twirling and 
stomping to a stop.

Rafael was speaking again. He was ex- 
plaining that it would be difficult to put 
this offbeat music into writing, but that 
nevertheless it was uncomplicated and 
simple to play. All except the broken bar, 
that is, for this creates an incredible prob- 
lem for conventional musicians. Their 
mental metronome, so to speak, strives to 
supply the missing beats and equate the 
rhythm and thus the peculiar offbeat savor 
of the folkloric music is lost.

RAFAEL entered the hallway 
and sank in to  a ch a ir .

“We’ve been recording for hours 
and I ’ve never had a session like 
it,” he said. “Instead of just sit- 
ting down and playing the usual 
accompaniment, I spent the en- 
tire afternoon trying to teach 
the orchestra how to play moun- 
tain music.”

“That shouldn’t  be such a 
task,” I said. “You are all expert guitar- 
ists, and folk music is so simple.”

“Simple, yes, but have you ever noticed 
the beat? I t’s that beat that gets anyone 
who hasn’t  been raised in the Peruvian 
mountains.”

“Well, yes, I ’ve noticed that the folk 
music of Peru is a bit different, but—well, 
just what is there about the beat?” 

“After every few bars there’s a bar in- 
traduced that gets only a fraction of the 
normal beat. Now this simply isn’t done 
in music. Any musician knows that a piece 
of music has just so many bars and each 
bar a given number of beats, whether it 
be two, three, four or even more. But not 
the Peruvian mountain folk music.” 

“Now, just a minute,” I said. “I know 
a little about music and I do know that 
each bar has to conform to the timing in 
order to have rhythm. There’s nothing 
more frustrating than playing or singing a 
piece of music when each bar is not given 
full value. Are you telling me that . . . ?” 

“That the Peruvian folk music doesn’t 
give all the bars equal value of beats? Yes. 
Here, I’ll demonstrate.” With that he 
hummed a tune with which I was familiar, 
having heard it many times in my four 
years of teaching in the interior. As he 
hummed, I noticed that at every fifth bar 
he stopped short a t just half the number 
of beats. It sounded delightfully normal 
—for Peruvian music.

“Don’t  you remember the kind of dances
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ment made of cane), and the guitar strum- 
ming its accompanying rhythm.

But, contrariwise, most certainly if the 
South were your home, you would sway 
to the melancholy strains of the mandolin 
and the accordion, rounded out by the 
twang of the charango and the extra- 
heavy beat of the big guitarrdn as they 
doled out their sad melodies. Dancing to 
these mournful ballads, you would be over- 
come with emotion, tears streaming down 
your chapped cheeks.

Or if you were raised in the Central 
Andes region, the land of the saxophones 
and the clarinets, the harps and the vio- 
lins, you would delight in the lilting melo- 
dies in the popular mood. The distant 
thumping beat of the cajon (homemade 
drum) would lure you to the public plaza 
where you would join hands with the cir- 
cle of dancers or clap rhythmic accom- 
paniment.

The Offbeat
Although the Indians of the mountains 

have learned to dance to the waltz that 
has infiltrated from the coast, the waltz 
rhythm is practically unknown in the com- 
position of this folk music. The popular 
two or four beats to the bar is generally 
phrased into groups of several bars in sue- 
cession followed by an offbeat bar.

Where the broken bar is interjected 
varies according to the piece and 
sometimes varies even within one 
piece of music. One might, for ex- 
ample, have a piece with the first 
two bars of four beats each and fol- 
lowed by a bar with just one beat, 
succeeded immediately by the two 
bars of four, and then the one beat. 
This would be repeated throughout 
the whole piece with scant variation 
of tune. However, what may be lack- 
ing in color and creativity is com- 
pensated for by their boundless en-

Today’s Ancient Inca Music
Peru is divided down its long middle 

by the high Andes mountain range, keep- 
ing communication between the mountain 
population and that of the coastal strip to 
a minimum in the centuries before modern 
transportation facilities. The Inca-inspired 
mountain music therefore has been pre- 
served in its nearly original state. What 
seemed a rather curious fact was that, 
whereas this folk music had failed to in- 
filtrate to any degree into the compara- 
tively nearby coast, it nevertheless pene- 
trated a 2,000-mile length of mountains 
while undergoing only minor changes from 
one section to another.

These changes have developed into three 
regional “moods” that have come to be 
recognized today as characteristic music 
of the northern, central and southern sec- 
tions of the Peruvian Andes.

To illustrate, if you were a native of the 
northern mountains, you would like your 
music gay and lively, and you would be 
accustomed to dance to it in fast, jumping 
steps or in marches. You would have 
grown to love the violin and the locally 
made harp, the quena (flutelike instru­
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these are delightfully normal, some of 
these criollo compositions are played and 
sung with a peculiar syncopation (in which 
what is ordinarily the weak beat gets the 
strong beat).

Each “performer” interprets the syn- 
copation with individual style, but always 
with the distinctly Peruvian flavor, which 
they say can seldom be duplicated by 
one not raised here. Interestingly enough, 
duos, trios, or quartets are able to ‘synco* 
pate’ in complete unison in this unusual 
rhythm, accomplished by long hours of 
practice. This fact is doubly surprising 
when they sing certain pieces that have 
a superabundance of words. Crowded into 
these pieces from start to finish, the vol- 
ley of words is deftly worked into the 
syncopated rhythm in a smooth music 
marathon, leaving the listener breathless.

Change of Mood
with Change of Geography

The waltzes of Lima, the coastal capi- 
tal city, are lively, the mood kept gay by 
deftly handled guitars or modern orches- 
tras. If you were to walk down her streets, 
you would most surely at some time during 
the day pass a fiesta in someone’s patio. 
More than likely the trumpets would be 
blaring out a catchy fox-trot. Or they 
might be accompanying saxophones in a 
polka or a lilting waltz. But they would 
be playing these popular Peruvian melo- 
dies with their inimitable syncopation.

As you travel on up the northern coast, 
you will notice that the music grows 
notably more sentimental. As if to em- 
phasize this mood, the singers have de- 
veloped a fetching glide to their voices, 
adding just a touch of melancholy.

With passage of time all this criollo 
music is conforming to modern touches. 
But as for the folkloric music of the moun- 
tains, several decades of radio diffusion

AWAKE!■

thusiasm as they stomp, clap and shout 
hour after hour to more of the same.

Emotional Outlet
These Indian folk are outwardly unemo- 

tional but their music is capable of deep 
expression and sentiment. One example of 
this is the slow and melancholy ballads 
sung at social gatherings to a music 
called El Triste (the sad one). This is a 
music for expressing laments and senti- 
mental serenades, and it is the only music 
where the singer is featured. The soloist, 
singing in either Spanish or Quechua, is 
accompanied by a single guitar fingering 
only the melody. He sings these melan- 
choly tunes with exaggerated sadness, pro- 
voking tears of deep emotion in the eyes 
of all the listeners. It is not uncommon to 
see little bands of guests grouped around 
crying freely and unashamedly, a good 
time being had by all.

Undoubtedly, primitive music is appre- 
ciated most by its own natives. But in re- 
cent years some orchestral arrangements 
of this Inca-inspired music have been 
made for symphony orchestras. Although 
the offbeat bars have been sacrificed, the 
prevailing minor tones of the music, played 
in rich orchestral harmony, are surpris- 
ingly beautiful.

Coastal Counterpart
of Mountain Folk Music

But if the local flavor of this folk mu- 
sic is captured with difficulty by outsiders, 
then are we to assume that the criollo 
music of the coast is normal enough to 
be easily played by all? No such happy 
circumstance! Some of the coastal criollo 
music also has its surprises.

In contrast to the folk music of the 
mountains that does not make use of % 
time (usually waltz tim e), the criollo mu- 
sic is full of lilting waltzes in addition to 
polkas and fox-trots. Though many of
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couples. The multiple billowing skirts of 
the bronzed wind-chapped sefioritas are 
lifting to a full circle as they are whirling 
and stomping to a stop—whirling and 
stomping to a stop.

penetrating into remote corners of the 
sierra have not even begun to change it.

Many typical scenes of Peru depict the 
little Indian orchestra with flute and harp 
making offbeat music for colorful dancing

n"We Thought It Was the Police
we didn’t feel that w e should be all alone 
in our thinking. Yet when w e examined the 
churches we could see that they were not 
preaching the Bible 's m essage and they were  
often carrying on practices condemned in the 
Scriptures.

“Then w e came into possession o f a  copy 
o f the Bible that used the divine name Je- 
hovah. One day in real desperation w e prayed  
to God, using the divine name fo r  the first 
time. W e  prayed fo r  understanding and help 
to know where to turn and w hat to do. A fte r  
what seemed only a  few  minutes, the doorbell 
rang.

“Since we didn’t know other people in Phila- 
delphia and because w e had been involved 
with drugs, even having some hidden in the 
house at the time, w e thought it w as the police.

“Cautiously w e went to the door and found 
that, instead of the police, it w as a young worn- 
an and her son. She w as a  minister and w as  
desirous o f speaking with us about the very  
things concerning which w e had just prayed. 
W hen she identified herself as one o f Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses, I  recalled my friend’s pre- 
vious remark. A fte r  speaking about the Bible 
fo r some time, she left with us a copy of The  
T ru th  T h a t L ea d s  to  E tern a l L ife  and men- 
tioned the meetings of Jehovah’s witnesses. 
That very night w e  read through the entire 
T ru th  book. W e  realized that all of the scat- 
tered ideas we had gained from  the Bible were 
put into a  harmonious picture. The very next 
day w e attended the meetings she had men- 
tioned.

“Quickly my w ife  and I  stopped our use of 
drugs. W ithin a  short time I  had shaved off my 
beard and had m y hair cut to a reasonable 
length so that I  would truly look like one 
who w as interested in becoming a minister. 
N ow  m y w ife  and I  are both finding great 
delight in spending most of our time helping 
others to appreciate the beauty, power and 
hope o f God’s W ord.”

T H E  apostle Pau l wrote that “the w ord of 
God is alive and exerts power.” (Heb. 
4:12) Indeed, the Bible can exert its pow- 

er by giving individuals a solid hope fo r the 
future and by helping them to transform  
their lives fo r the better.

At a  recent assembly o f Jehovah’s witness- 
es a  young m arried man in Philadelphia ex- 
plained how true this w as in his life:

“Last summer during our vacation time my 
younger brother came from  H aw aii to visit 
my w ife  and me. Together w e went on a 
camping trip. Each night around the camp- 
fire he read his Bible to us. W e  could see 
that much o f what the Bible says seemed to 
have reference to present-day events. So when  
he returned to Hawaii, m y w ife  and I  con- 
tinued reading the Bible out loud to each 
other every day. W e  soon had finished all 
of the Christian Greek Scriptures and much of 
the H ebrew  Scriptures.

“From  our reading and from  what we ob- 
served going on in the world, w e came to 
the conclusion that a  great destruction was  
about to come upon the earth and that only 
a small number o f people would survive. W e  
believed that then the earth would once again  
have an opportunity to develop its natural 
beauty.

“About this time a  friend of ours came 
to visit from  Vermont, and w e told him the 
things that w e had been learning from  the 
Bible. H e commented that w e sounded like 
Jehovah’s witnesses. N ot really  knowing who 
Jehovah’s witnesses were, we gave no thought 
to his rem ark but continued our daily Bible 
reading. W e  were truly joyfu l fo r the first 
time in recent years, no longer being overly 
concerned with the horrible things we saw  
happening in the world.

“As the summer neared its end, we became 
somewhat discouraged. W e  could not under- 
stand everything we read in the Bible, and
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Another advantage of this mode of 
transportation is that a person is permit- 
ted, for a certain charge, to carry with 
him heavy loads. One is not permitted to 
do this on the buses. Since Bolekajas op- 
erate between marketplaces, African worn- 
en find them convenient for transporting 
wares to and from markets. The frequent 
use of them for this purpose is why they 
are also called Mammy Wagons.

Description and Operation
Although there is nothing very attrac- 

tive or luxurious about it, the Bolekaja 
has survived as the most popular means 
of transportation, even in a big city like 
Lagos.

Its seats are made of plain planks, like 
benches. There is a row of seats along 
each side, and also down the middle, so 
that passengers in the middle can sit fac- 
ing persons along the sides. Underneath 
the seats is space for loads.

The roof is made of plywood and is cov- 
ered over with tarpaulin. The upper sides 
are mostly open, providing plenty of air. 
A gate, or door, is at the back. In recent 
years an improved kind of Bolekaja has 
been constructed, called a Mauler.

Each Bolekaja has a driver and a con- 
ductor or apprentice whose job it is to 
guard the rear. The conductor has a string 
to a bell in front of the Bolekaja, so as 
to inform the driver when to stop and

THERE are many means of transporta- 
tion used in Nigeria. However, travel- 

ing on foot has continued in many parts 
to be the most dependable, and׳ on occa- 
sion the quickest and most comfortable. 
Next to it is the Bolekaja—a Yoruba name 
for a very popular mode of transportation, 
otherwise known in West Africa as the 
Mammy Wagon.

The Bolekaja, or Mammy Wagon, is a 
light truck or lorry that has been convert- 
ed to carry passengers. In the Nigerian 
capital of Lagos, in and around which I 
have lived for twenty-five years, many 
persons still prefer it, despite the fact that 
there are also many buses and taxis. Why? 
you may inquire.

Reasons for Popularity
Well, to catch a bus, one has to go to 

the bus stop, and in some cases it means 
walking a long distance. But you do not 
have to do that if you are prepared to 
travel by Bolekaja. It stops anyplace along 
the road where passengers are to be found.

Also, the Bolekaja is not tied down to 
any particular route, and so it will take 
shortcuts, which can be a real advantage 
during rush hours. Workers often find it 
a quicker means of transport to their fac- 
tories than the buses, which are also fewer 
in number. So if a person wants to get to 
his destination on time, the answer often 
is: Take the Bolekaja.
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while the passengers are kept waiting. And 
no fares will be refunded should one de- 
cide to leave to try  to find another means 
of transportation—a factor also contribut- 
ing to frequent fights.

Long-Time Personal Use
I have many times traveled by the Bo- 

lekaja during the past twenty-five years. 
In 1956 I was obliged to move from La- 
gos Island to a suburb about ten miles 
from my office. It happened that at the 
time the only transport plying the road 
from this small village to Lagos was the 
Bolekaja. The first one always left at about 
five in the morning. The sound of it and 
the noisy voices of the conductors would 
awaken people who lived along the road.

At about six a.m. I was usually ready 
for a few minutes’ walk to the station. 
I would go there because it was easier to 
determine the correct fare from that start- 
ing point to the last station inside Lagos. 
Those who would catch the Bolekaja along 
the road would have to depend on the 
judgment of the conductor as to the 
amount to be paid, and disagreements led 
to frequent fights. One Bolekaja ride was 
particularly memorable.

A Trip to the Office
It was a Monday morning. I woke up 

very late and made a hurried dash to the 
station. There I found only one Bolekaja. 
The engine was humming, the driver was 
already in his seat, and the vehicle was, 
as usual, loaded with people. I  would not 
have tried to get aboard if it had not been 
for the conductor who, seated at the tail 
end of the vehicle, was still calling out for 
more passengers.

So, with briefcase in one hand and hold- 
ing the wooden gate with the other, I 
placed a foot on the step so as to peep 
inside to see if there was any space left. 
At that moment the vehicle started mov-

when to move. He also has a short heavy 
block of wood to wedge under the wheels 
when stops are made to pick up passen- 
gers. This is to prevent the vehicle from 
rolling backward, since sometimes the 
brakes cannot be depended upon.

The conductor sits or stands on the 
steps, depending on how loaded the Bole- 
kaja is. He is a busy person, for apart 
from being the eyes and ears of the driver 
from behind, he also supervises passengers 
and collects fares. This is not an easy job, 
since at times he has to fight to collect 
fares from stubborn passengers. And from 
these frequent altercations comes the 
name Bolekaja, meaning simply, “Come 
down and let us fight.”

Of course, the name Bolekaja is not 
written on the lorry. It is just the nick- 
name given it by those who have had ex- 
perience with it. And the fact is, all those 
who have lived in towns along the west 
coast of Africa are well familiar with this 
means of transportation. Bolekajas and 
Maulers frequently have titles or slogans 
written on their sides, such as, “Man pro- 
poses, God disposes,” “No telephone to 
Heaven,” “The fear of God,” “No money, 
no friend,” “Simplicity is a talent,” and so 
forth.

The law allows a Bolekaja to carry 
about thirty-nine passengers, including the 
driver and the conductor. But as long as 
there are passengers, the conductor will 
squeeze them in until some can hardly 
breathe. Any number, from forty-five to 
fifty persons, are frequently jammed 
aboard. The speed limit in the city is 
thirty-five m.p.h., but it is not uncommon 
to find the Bolekaja going fifty or sixty!

Bolekajas are frequently badly serviced, 
not only having bad brakes, but some- 
times containing insufficient fuel to last 
for the full trip. When the brakes fail or 
they run out of fuel between stations, at- 
tempts at repair will be made right there,
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changing some uncomplimentary words, 
they began to pull at each other, and oth- 
ers in the wagon took sides. Shortly the 
vehicle was brought to a halt, and the 
driver came back. He joined in demand- 
ing that the fare be paid, or the man be 
put off. The driver and the conductor 
tried to drag him off, and then the usual 
thing happened. There was a fight. All of

us had to wait 
while passersby 
helped to set- 
tie the dispute. 
The fare was fi- 
nally paid, and 
we started off 
again. But I was 
an hour late in 
reaching the of- 
fice that day.

Some time ago, the Bolekaja and the 
Mauler were banned from traveling into 
Lagos because of the congestion on the 
bridge and because of the early-morning 
rush, but this law was openly defied and 
was never really enforced.

I am sure that if you visit West African 
countries, and especially Nigeria, you will 
still find the Bolekajas and Maulers op- 
erating. As long as there are the poor in 
the land and other means of transporta- 
tion are inadequate, West Africa’s Mammy 
Wagon no doubt will continue to flourish.

ing. By the time I  was aware that there 
was no vacant seat inside, the driver was 
making about fifty or sixty m.p.h. on a 
very rough road!

My tie was flying in the air and my 
unbuttoned coat blowing to one side. Yet 
the conductor thought nothing of my 
plight. He was demanding that I pay my 
fare, though he could see, I thought, that 
to lose my grip 
on th e  gate  
could mean an 
instant fall to 
death! However,
I was careful not 
to say anything 
that might pro- 
voke a fight. I 
just prayed that 
I would not fall 
off. After some miles, we came to a stop 
to let passengers out, and I had a chance 
to sit inside and pay my fare.

A man, who had just entered and taken 
a seat opposite me, was also asked to pay. 
However, he stoutly refused to do so until 
he reached his destination. I do not know 
why he refused, but it may have been that 
he had recently ridden a Bolekaja that 
broke down before reaching its destina- 
tion and, as is the custom, his fare was 
never refunded.

At any rate, the conductor now insisted 
that he pay then and there. After ex­

•  Hoω Earnest Are You About Morals1

•  The Synod of Bishops—What Did It
Accomplish?

•  Don’t Forget Your Feet.

— In the next issue.

Tropical Forest Life
•  For the many types of plants and animals on the earth there is a general pat- 
tern of increasing complexity as one moves toward the tropics. Researchers find 
that the richness and diversity of animal and plant life in tropical forests is al- 
most beyond belief. Whereas a typical hectare (2.5 acres) of woodland in the 
midwestern United States has about eleven species of trees, one researcher found 
over two hundred species of trees in the same area of rain forest in New Guinea. 
As another example, 222 different breeding species of birds have been found 
in all of Alaska. However, in Panama, with less than one twentieth the amount 
of land area, 667 different species have been located. And one professor of biology 
observed that “much of this diversity has not even been cataloged.”
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the seventh day of the month, . . . Nebu- 
zaradan the chief of the bodyguard, the 
servant of the king of Babylon, came to 
Jerusalem.” Jeremiah 52:12, however, tells 
us that Nebuzaradan “came into” Jerusa- 
lem on the tenth day of the fifth month.

Commenting on this difference of three 
days, the work The Soncino Books of the 
Bible (Volume of Jeremiah, p. 353) states: 
“The interval of three days may be ac- 
counted for as representing the date of 
Nebuzaradan’s arrival on the scene and 
the commencement of operations.” It 
would appear that Nebuzaradan arrived at 
Jerusalem on the seventh day and made 
his survey from his camp outside the city 
walls. Finally on the tenth day he actually 
entered the city.

A somewhat similar example involves 
the age at which the Levites began their 
service at the sanctuary. According to 
Numbers 4:3, 30, the Levites began their 
service at the age of thirty. But in Num- 
bers 8:24 the age limit for beginning Le- 
vitical services is given as twenty-five. The 
reason for this difference appears to be 
that two categories of service are being 
discussed. Therefore certain rabbinical 
sources present the view that at the age 
of twenty-five a Levite was introduced 
into the tabernacle service, but only to 
perform lighter tasks. Then, at the age of 
thirty, he would engage in the heavier 
work, such as dismantling, moving and 
setting up the tabernacle. Lending support 
to this conclusion is the fact that “labori- 
ous service and the service of carrying 
loads” are mentioned only in connection 
with the Levitical work beginning at the 
age of thirty.—Num. 4:3, 47.

There are times when seeming discrep- 
ancies cannot be so easily resolved. Espe- 
dally is this the case in connection with 
the numbers given in the books of Ezra 
(2:1-67) and Nehemiah (7:6-69). Both 
books list the number of persons from

Can A pp a ren t Num erica l 
D iscrepancies Be Resolved?

WHEN reading the Bible, persons have 
at times found seeming numerical 

discrepancies. In the case of such discrep- 
ancies should one' assume that they are 
due to copyists’ mistakes? Or should 
thought be given to resolving the prob- 
lems in other ways?

It should be remembered that extreme 
care was exercised in producing accurate 
copies of Hebrew Scripture manuscripts. 
The scribes counted, not only the words 
copied, but also the letters. If they de- 
tected the slightest error, the entire sec- 
tion of the roll where the error appeared 
was cut out and replaced by a new and 
faultless one. The scribes read aloud each 
word before writing. To write even a sin- 
gle word from memory was considered as 
gross sin. This painstaking effort in copy- 
ing also included numerical figures, which 
were written out in full.

I t is, therefore, advisable not to be 
hasty in attributing a seeming discrepancy 
to scribal error. Efforts should first be 
made to resolve problems involving num- 
bers. Even if a solution does not appear 
to be forthcoming, this would not neces- 
sarily mean that the text is inaccurate. 
Unstated factors may be involved.

Sometimes the variation in figures may 
be because each relates to a different as- 
pect of a particular event. This appears 
to be the case regarding Nebuzaradan’s 
entering Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. Second 
Kings 25:8 says: “In the fifth month on
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readily apparent when we are considering 
the purpose of the figures. Numbers 3:12, 
13 reads: “I [Jehovah] do take the Levites 
from among the sons of Israel in place of 
all the firstborn opening the womb of the 
sons of Israel; and the Levites must be- 
come mine. For every firstborn is mine. 
In the day that I struck every firstborn 
in the land of Egypt I sanctified to my- 
self every firstborn in Israel.”

From this passage it is evident that all 
the firstborn belonged to Jehovah and 
thus normally would have been the ones 
to serve him at the sanctuary. However, 
rather than have the firstborn act in this 
capacity, Jehovah chose the males of the 
tribe of Levi. But some of the Levites 
would already have been in line for ser- 
vice at the sanctuary. Why? By reason of 
their being firstborn. These Levites would 
therefore riot have figured in the exchange. 
So the 300 Levites that were not counted 
in when the exchange was made must logi- 
cally have been firstborn.

The number of firstborn in the tribe of 
Levi may appear to be unusually small. 
But it should be remembered that due to 
polygamy a man could have many sons 
but only one firstborn. It was the first- 
born son of the man and not of the worn- 
an that was counted. The population of 
the tribe of Levi being only about a fifth 
or a sixth of the average tribe in Israel, 
the ratio of Levite firstborn compares fa- 
vorably with that of the other firstborn.

The foregoing examples illustrate that 
apparent numerical discrepancies can often 
be resolved. Hence, should you find such 
discrepancies, carefully examine the con- 
text and you may find a plausible explana- 
tion. If necessary, seek the help of those 
who have faith in and a good knowledge 
of the Bible. By doing so, you will find 
that generally there is no need to con- 
elude that the variations have resulted 
through scribal error.

A W A K E !

various families or houses who returned 
from Babylonian exile with Zerubbabel. 
The accounts harmonize in giving 42,360 
as the total number of returned exiles, 
apart from slaves and singers. (Ezra 2: 
64; Neh. 7:66) However, there are vari- 
ations in the numbers given for individual 
families or houses. In both listings the 
individual figures yield a total of far less 
than 42,360. Many scholars would attrib- 
ute these differences to scribal errors. 
Whereas this aspect cannot be wholly dis- 
counted, there are other possible explana- 
tions for the variations.

I t may be that Ezra and Nehemiah 
based their listings on different sources. 
For example, Ezra could have used a doc- 
ument listing those who enrolled to re- 
turn to their homeland, whereas Nehe- 
miah might have copied from a record 
listing those who actually returned. Then, 
too, there were priests who were unable 
to establish their genealogy (Ezra 2:61- 
63; Neh. 7:63-65), and other Israelites 
may well have faced the same problem. 
These may not have been listed in the 
family groupings but could have been in- 
eluded in the total. So the 42,360 persons 
could be the combined total of the num- 
ber from each family plus many others 
who were unable to establish their an- 
cestry. Later, however, some may have 
been able to establish their correct gene- 
alogy. This could explain how a fluctuation 
in numbers might still give the same total.

Often the context provides the key in 
resolving apparent numerical discrepan- 
cies. A case in point is the number of 
Levites included in the exchange for Is- 
raelite firstborn. In Numbers chapter 3 
the census figures for the three families 
comprising the tribe of Levi yield a total 
of 22,300. But Numbers 3:39 indicates 
that the total number of Levite males was 
22,000, a difference of 300.

The reason for this difference becomes
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earthquake that occurred at 
Meckering. It appears that the 
level of underground water 
fluctuates prior to an earth- 
quake because of the pressures 
that have been built up in the 
water-bearing strata.

Corrosive Rain
<%> Increasing air pollution is 
causing a sharp increase in the 
acidity of rain and snow. This 
acidity in Sweden has increased 
to 200 times what it was in 
1956. It is attributed there to 
air pollution from England 
and Germany. In the north- 
eastern United States it was 
many times greater than had 
been anticipated. While this 
acidity is not considered dan- 
gerous to human health, it can 
have a corrosive effect on man- 
made structures and equip- 
ment. In Sweden the damage 
from this structural corrosion 
amounts to 1 percent of the 
country’s gross national prod- 
uct.

Burial at Sea
<§> It is becoming increasingly 
popular in the state of Cali- 
fomia for people to be cremat- 
ed and have their ashes scat- 
tered on the Pacific Ocean. 
Cost is one factor. A funeral 
that includes a burial plot and 
a marker can be several times 
as costly as cremation and dis- 
posal of ashes at sea.

Schizophrenia Treatment 
φ  By instituting a different 
treatment the Long Island 
Hospital was able to reduce 
by 90 percent the cost of treat- 
ing people who have schizo- 
phrenia. The treatment com- 
bined biochemical, nutritional 
and psychological techniques. 
These involved the use of large 
doses of niacin and vitamin 
C as well as low-carbohydrate 
diets. The treatment has been 
so successful that the average 
number of patient visits could 
be reduced from 150 per year 
to 15.

Christ, and at times cast the 
Bible aside to follow modern 
fashion.”

Stamp Advertising
φ  An enterprising advertising 
agency has suggested that the 
United States Postal Service 
try featuring various adver- 
tisements on postage stamps 
instead of pictures of presi- 
dents. The agency believes that 
the revenues from the ads 
could bring in $100 million a 
year in additional revenues 
and help to ease the rising 
cost of mail service.

Oil-eating Microorganisms
<#> Scientists are working with 
some microorganisms that are 
capable of consuming oil. They 
hope that these organisms will 
become a valuable tool in fight- 
ing oil spills that have, in 
recent years, caused a great 
amount of damage to coastal 
areas. By means of enzymes 
the organisms draw nutrients 
from the oil and change it in- 
to harmless substances. When 
enough are put on an oil slick, 
they can reduce it to drop- 
lets in thirty minutes.

Earthquake Detector 
φ  A way to forecast an earth- 
quake has been noted in West- 
ern Australia. It was found 
that the level of water in wells 
at Gnangara rose more than 
a foot just prior to the big

Pope Sets Holy Year 
φ  Pope Paul has chosen 1975 
as a holy year. The last holy 
year was 1950. Although it was 
hoped to be “the harbinger of 
a new year of peace, prosper- 
ity and progress,” it proved 
to be the year when the Ko- 
rean War began. The holy year 
previous to it was in 1933, the 
year that Hitler became chan- 
cellor of Germany, beginning 
a period of horror and catas- 
trophe for the world.

Church Criticism
φ  In a scathing editorial the 
Glasgow newspaper The Mer- 
cury and Advertiser criticized 
the leaders of the Church of 
Scotland for unchristian ac- 
tions. Referring to the church 
as "the Kirk,” it said: “In al- 
most every sphere of life in 
recent years, the Kirk has been 
conspicuous in shirking the 
real issues. . . . With supreme 
irony, the Kirk’s Welfare Com- 
mittee voted in favour of grant- 
ing the Pill to unmarried worn- 
en, thus encouraging wholesale 
amateur prostitution. . . .  Its 
greatest misfortune, we be- 
lieve, is the infiltration into its 
ranks of men of little faith, 
and of no convictions,—career- 
ists who regard it as a job, and 
a safe screen from which to 
propagate their own particu- 
lar views. . .  . Like some of the 
members of the British Coun- 
cil of Churches, they try to 
preach Christianity without
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lages, like much else happen- 
ing there, are seldom reported 
to the police. The actual num- 
her of those who kill them- 
selves must be at least three 
times as large.” One of the 
reasons for suicide is, as the 
paper states, “mother-in-law’s 
tyranny.” One out of every 
seven suicides, involving over 
three thousand young women, 
is said to be for this reason.

Europe’s Trains
φ  In European countries the 
train is still an important 
means of travel. In France 
speedy, intercity trains carry 
more than 80 million passen- 
gers a year, far more than the 
domestic airlines are able to 
handle. For distances up to 
300 miles trains are consider- 
ably cheaper. Almost every 
European country is improving 
train service by installing new 
equipment. Germany has a sys- 
tem of intercity trains that pro- 
vide transportation to 33 cities 
on first-rate trains at an aver- 
age of one every two hours. 
Experimental trains are being 
built by three European coun- 
tries that will go 315 miles an 
hour.

Steam Bus
φ  A steam-operated bus went 
into operation on a trial basis 
in California as part of the 
effort to reduce air pollution. 
It is said to be the first bus 
of this type that has operated 
commercially in the United 
States in many years. It is a 
conventional, 51-passenger bus 
that has a steam engine where 
the diesel engine used to be.

Crime Threatens Democracy
φ  Commenting on growing 
crime in Canada, a Canadian 
judge observed that the break- 
down in law and order is 
threatening the Canadian dem- 
ocratic way of life. He believes 
there is danger that the nation 
might blindly accept a man or 
men who would promise an 
end to lawlessness, and that 
could mark the rise of a dicta-

General of the Government’s 
Environment Agency wants to 
declare all of Japan, except 
for a few limited preserves, 
to be off limits to bird hunting.

Serum Hepatitis in Korea
φ  According to Dr. Chong 
Hwan-guk, 40 percent of the 
patients receiving blood trans- 
fusions in one Korean hospital 
were infected with serum hepa- 
titis from the blood. He said 
that this is the highest rate of 
liver infections in the world. 
Reporting on his findings, The 
Korea Herald of January 14, 
1972, said: “The report further 
showed that the liver troubles 
occurred in 15 per cent of those 
who received one bottle of 
blood transfused and 80 per 
cent of those who had more 
than 10 bottles of blood trans- 
fused into their body systems.”

Climate Shift Affects Health
φ  Elderly people and persons 
with heart trouble need to ex- 
ercise care when changing cli- 
mates rapidly such as when 
flying from north to south or 
vice versa. Such rapid changes 
in temperature can bring on 
heart attacks, medical investi- 
gators claim. Dr. E. Sotaniemi 
of Finland stated: “Deviations 
from the mean temperature 
toward either colder or warm- 
er conditions increase the num- 
ber of hospital admissions” for 
heart attack. Dr. George E. 
Burch, who is associated with 
the Heart Journal, observed: 
“Climate is an important but 
neglected area of medical re- 
search.” He also stated: “Ac- 
climatization takes a minimum 
of a week and up to two 
weeks.”

Indian Suicides
φ  According to The Times of 
India in its edition for January 
3, 1972, more than 21,000 men 
and women committed suicide 
in India during 1969. This is 
according to official police da- 
ta. However, the newspaper 
observes: “The figure is decep- 
tive because suicides in vil­

Blood Money
φ  A leading story appearing 
on the front page of The No- 
tional Observer indicted com- 
mercial blood banks for selling 
“blood that kills.” It charged 
that these blood banks buy 
blood from skid-row donors 
for $3 to $5 per pint and sell 
it to hospitals for $40 to $50 
per pint. It stated: “One in- 
dustry source says they net 
100 per cent profit after pro- 
cessing and other costs.” Blood 
is also bought from prisoners 
and some is imported from im- 
poverished countries. Poor peo- 
pie in Haiti are selling their 
blood plasma for $3 a liter. 
From 5,000 to 6,000 liters of 
their blood is exported from 
Haiti to the United States ev- 
ery month. Blood from com- 
mercial blood banks has proved 
to be one of the major sourc- 
es of serum hepatitis, which 
causes the deaths of at least 
3,500 Americans each year and 
the injuring of another 50,000. 
One agency says that the real 
rate could be from two to ten 
times that high, because phy- 
sicians often fail to report such 
cases.

Asthma Relief In Salt Mine
φ  The Polish government is 
expanding an unusual sanato- 
rium that is located on the fifth 
level of a salt mine, seven hun- 
dred feet below the surface 
of the ground. For a reason 
unknown to the doctors the 
salt air in the mine evident- 
ly cures asthma sufferers. It 
seems to have a regenerative 
effect on the lungs. This under- 
ground sanatorium is about 
ten miles southwest of Krakow 
in Poland.

Fewer Birds in Japan
φ  Of the 424 species of birds 
in Japan 76 percent are migra- 
tory. Because of pollution 
many of these birds are no 
longer migrating to Japan. In 
1971 the number of geese sight- 
ed there was only one tenth 
of those sighted in 1953. Con- 
cerned over it, the Director

30 A W A K E !



pie crowded on a narrow 
strip of land running between 
mountains and the sea, has 
not only a population problem 
but also a problem in finding 
space to bury the dead. In an 
effort to solve this problem, 
a 39-story skyscraper is to be 
built with room for 21,000 
tombs, each tomb having two 
shelves for bodies. Its capacity 
is to be 147,000 bodies. There 
are to be five ossuaries for 
holding bones of bodies that 
have decomposed. A space is 
to be rented at $80 for five 
years, at which time someone 
else can use it after the bones 
have been removed. Perma- 
nent tenancy can be bought 
for $1,800.

served: “The result is that 
some of our worst criminals 
are professed Christians while 
the brothels are full of women 
who invoke the name of the 
Lord Jesus.”

Massive Bombing 
·%> In the Indochina war Amer- 
icafi aircraft have dropped 
more than three times the ton- 
nage of bombs that they did 
during all of World War II. 
According to a study by Cor- 
nell scholars, about 6,200,000 
tons had been dropped by the 
end of 1971.

Skyscraper Cemetery
<|> The city of Rio de Janeiro
in Brazil, with 4.5 million peo-

torship. The judge said: “Prom- 
ising law and order, if he sue- 
ceeds he will give law and 
order—but it will be his law, 
his own kind of repressive law. 
As to order, well, he will give 
the orders. He will have a 
cure, but better even the dis- 
ease than his cure.”

Commissioner Blasts Clergy
<$> In Nigeria, Midwest Com- 
missioner for Education E. K. 
Clark severely criticized Angli- 
can clergymen for abandoning 
themselves unashamedly to the 
pursuit of material things. 
He pointed out that if the 
church has impressed the pub- 
lie in any notable way, it is 
in its open alliance with wealth 
and political success. He ob­

U P L IF T IN G  
M U S IC  A N D  

S O N G S
Enjoy 119 delightful 

and inspirational musi- 
cal compositions on ten  
lo n g -p la y in g , tw e lv e -  
in c h  re c o rd s . Each  
matches the songs on 
Scriptural themes in the  
songbook "Singing and 
Accompanying Your-  
selues with Music in 
Your Hearts ”

The set of ten records may be obtained 
for only $8.50. The songbook of 128 
pages may be had for an additional 20c.

W A T C H T O W E R  1 1 7  A D A M S  ST.  B R O O K L Y N ,  N .Y .  1 1 2 0 1

Please send the following Items I have checked and for which I enclose $............. : [ ] One
set of ten musical records—$8.50. [ ] One songbook ‘,Singing and Accompanying Yourselves with 
Music in Your Hearts“—20c.

Number and Street
Name ......................................................................... . or Route and Box ................................. ...... .............

S tate ...................................Zip Code .............. ........

31
City ............

MARCH 8, 1972



BROOKLYN, N .Y . 11201117 ADAMS ST.WATCHTOW ER

Please send me ♦he following books (check which): □  “ New Heavens and a New Earth," □  You May Survive 
Armageddon into God’s New W orld, □  What Has Religion Done for Mankind? and □  ‘ ‘Your W ill Be Done on
Earth." Enclosed is $.....................  (Send 50c per book for the ones that you want. You will also receive a gift
booklet with each book you order.)

Number and Street
Name ...........................................................................  or Route and Box ....................................................
City ........................................................................ S tate..................................  Zip Code

StrathBeM, N.S.W. ENGLAND: The Ridgeway, London N.W. 7.
CANADA: 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 390, Ont. SO. AFRICA: Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsfontein. Transvaal.
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WOULD YOU LIKE 
YOUR FAMILY 
TO LIVE ON A

PARADISE EARTH?

A lthough this m ay not 
seem possible in view of 
present circumstances, it is, 
nevertheless, a  very real 
prospect.

A  paradise is w hat our 
Creator purposed for this 
earth, and his purposes nev- 
er fail to be carried out.

You can be greatly aided in gaining such knowledge by ob- 
taining one or all of the following Bible study aids: “N ew  
Heavens and a N ew  Earth," You M ay Survive Armageddon 
into God's N ew  W orld, What Has Religion Done for Man- 
kind? and “ Your W ill Be Done on Earth." You can obtain 
all of them for $2 and thereby build a fine Bible library.

For you r fam - 
ily  to live  in that 
p a r a d i s e  t h e y  
need to fo llo w  
a course tha t is 
in harm ony w ith  
t h e  O n e  w h o  
makes it possi- 
b le . This requ ires 
a  k n o w l e d g e  
and  understand- 
ing  o f  his w ritten  
W o rd , the B ib le .


