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FRANCE'S SUn TV
MIC CHURCH

By “Awake!” correspondent in France

<!<?QHOCKED!” “Grieved!” “Confused!”
O  “Cut to the quick!” “I almost cried 

with shame!”
Rarely had the French television net­

work, run by a state monopoly, raised 
such a general outcry and aroused such 
passion among Roman Catholics in France.

The above exclamations, gleaned from 
the French press, were brought forth by 
a series of television programs entitled 
“The Church, Tomorrow?” They were 
broadcast by the nationwide First Net­
work as a part of its regular program 
called “Twentieth Century.”

This series, in four parts, ran monthly 
from December 1970 to March 1971. It 
was followed by a large audience of tele­
viewers throughout France, and also by 
many French-speaking people in Belgium 
and Switzerland.

The opening program was shown on 
Tuesday evening, December 8, 1970. It

dealt with the present 
condition and the pros­
pects of the Catholic 
Church in several Eu­
ropean countries. 
However, hardly had 
that first program be­
gun when it produced 
an unexpected sur­
prise.

The surprise came 
at the very beginning 
when it was an ­

nounced that certain parts of the program 
would be shown with a small white rec­
tangle in the corner of the screen. This 
sign is used by the French TV for sexy and 
extremely violent films meant for adults 
only.

For adults only? What could this mean? 
Many Catholics were startled to learn 
that a television show about their church 
would contain things that were unfit for 
young eyes and ears!

However, as the programs developed 
it became clear why. Information pre­
sented about the moral condition of some 
clergy indeed proved to b a shocker. 
Surprising too were the presentations con­
cerning divisions within the Church and 
the political activity of clergymen.

First of all, what did the programs have 
to say about the attitudes of some priests 
on questions pertaining to sexual mo­
rality?
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m U  SHOCKED ennrHinmasHHUHs
THE first television broadcast in the 

series showed why the French state 
television had recommended parts of it 
‘for adults only.’ It was shocking even to 
many adult Catholics. Especially so was 
the part concerning morality, and it came 
when the camera moved to the Nether­
lands.

A preliminary scene showed a Dutch 
Catholic church decorated with plants, 
flowers, an aquarium and an aviary. A 
polite inquiry as to the reason for this 
rather unusual decor for a Catholic 
church brought forth from the local 
priest the reply that Mass “ is a festival, 
not like Solesmes [the headquarters of 
the French Benedictine monks, experts 
in Gregorian chant], but like Woodstock 
[the scene of a huge hippie ‘pop’ festival 
in the United States]!”

But this was only the beginning. 
Further surprises awaited the French- 
speaking televiewers in France, Belgium 
and Switzerland. A few scenes later, 
turning to the subject of auricular con­
fession of sins, the television commentator 
summed up the situation in the Nether­
lands as follows: “ People hardly ever 
confess anymore,' mainly because a wave 
of sexual emancipation has swept through 
Holland, so that people no longer really 
know what constitutes a sexual sin.”

A parish priest admitted that the 
Catholic Church shares the responsibility 
for this moral breakdown. He noted that 
it allowed Catholic psychiatrists and psy­
chologists to lower the barriers against 
immorality.

The Biggest Shock
The biggest shock was to come next. 

The televiewers saw and heard proof 
that the Catholic Church tacitly condones 
not only sexual immorality, but even sex­
ual perversion!

Viewers learned that in Amsterdam 
there is a “parish” made up entirely of 
Catholic homosexuals. The priest who 
“ministers” to them was asked: “ Can 
homosexuals be Christians like anybody 
else?” He replied: “Yes, I am sure of it, 
and so are all the members of our group 
who have been working among homo­
sexuals, for ten years here in Holland.” 

This priest revealed that at least two 
homosexual “ marriages” have been sol­
emnized in a Dutch Catholic church. 
Questioned on the propriety of such cere­
monies, he added: “When two homo­
sexuals request it, I am of the opinion 
that a priest can bless them.” 

French-speaking Catholics watching 
could hardly believe their eyes and ears. 
But worse was yet to come. They were 
next offered the spectacle of a Catholic 
priest shamelessly admitting on television 
that he was himself a practicing homo­
sexual! The interview ran as follows: 

Commentator: “ Since homosexuality is 
no longer considered to be a sin, Fa­
ther ------ , a priest in the student parish,
has chosen to be frank. Father------ , you
are a priest. You also belong to the C.O.C., 
a homosexual organization.”

Priest: “Yes.”
Commentator: “Are you a homosex­

ual?”
Priest: “Yes.”
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Commentator: “How long has it been 
publicly known that you are a homosex­
ual?”

Priest: “ Not for long. Six months.”
Commentator: “Has this situation

brought forth any reaction on the part 
of your bishop? It must surely be the 
first time a priest has publicly admitted 
being a homosexual and an active mem­
ber of a homosexual organization.”

Priest: “No, the bishop has not yet 
reacted.”

Commentator: “Do you consider your­
self to be, in other people’s eyes, as good 
a priest as any?”

Priest: “Yes, of course! Why not?”

Bishop and Cardinal Comment
After this astonishing conversation, 

the TV reporter asked a Dutch bishop 
what he would do if a priest in his diocese 
openly admitted being a homosexual.

Many Catholics watching the program 
no doubt expected this prelate to reply 
unhesitatingly: ‘I would suspend him
immediately!’ Instead, they saw and heard 
this bishop ‘beat around the bush’ and 
say: “It is very difficult for me to answer. 
If such a situation arose, I would have to 
see the priest and decide if his position 
shocked the faithful.” Asked if he per­
sonally was shocked by such a situation, 
he stammered: “It’s . . . it’s . . . it’s very 
new to me.”

The bishop directly concerned in this 
case had done nothing about the priest 
who is an avowed homosexual. This second 
bishop, who was interviewed, was either 
not shocked by the situation or not coura­
geous enough to say so. What an example 
for sincere Catholics!

One hope remained for the hierarchy of 
the Catholic Church to come out openly

for righteous Bible principles and against 
immorality being committed and tolerated 
by members of the clergy. That hope 
was French Cardinal Danielou, who had 
been sitting in the studio throughout this 
program. The TV commentator put the 
following question to the cardinal: “Fa­
ther, what is your reaction after seeing 
this report on Holland?”

What a golden opportunity to defend 
Christian principles! And therefore what 
a severe disappointment for sincere Cath­
olics when they heard this high-ranking 
prelate philosophize and then compromise 
with Christian principles! The cardinal 
said: “I believe homosexuality is a prob­
lem the Church should carefully study 
because of its obviously dramatic char­
acter; on the other hand, it is quite clear 
that a homosexual has a perfect right 
to belong to the Church and to have 
faith.”

Although later conceding that homo­
sexuality is not ‘normal,’ this French 
cardinal at no time condemned it, ap­
parently forgetting that Catholic Bibles 
call it “ filthy,”  a “perversion,”  “mon­
strous behaviour” and “depravity.”—Rom. 
1:26-32, Douay; Jerusalem Bible.

After this program a sincere young 
Catholic woman in Lyons wrote the fol­
lowing in an open letter to Cardinal Da­
nielou: “In view of this display of abject 
theories on sexuality and particularly on 
homosexuality such as we heard yester­
day on television, would it not have been 
fitting, Father, for you to have jumped 
up from your seat and cried out loud and 
clear your disapproval and your disgust?
. . . I almost cried with shame!” This was 
published in the press, in Le Progres de 
Lyon.
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THE programs on France’s state tele­
vision about the Catholic Church re­

vealed something else. They revealed a 
degree of political activity by clergymen 
of which many viewers were not aware.

For one thing, the televiewers heard 
the oath by which the Spanish bishops 
swear allegiance to the state before Gen­
eral Franco. Also featured was a series of 
interviews showing priests, monks and 
nuns more or less openly rebellious against 
the political regime in Spain. This has 
produced a grave embarrassment to the 
higher clergy who swear loyalty to the 
state.

One sequence, filmed near Barcelona, 
showed a meeting of rebel priests in a 
convent room placed at their disposal by 
the nuns. When the French TV inter­
viewer asked one of the priests if political 
action was compatible with his priestly 
functions, he replied: “Yes, because the 
official church deals in politics all the 
time.” A long-haired ‘hippie’ type Jesuit 
priest stated that “ in Spain, a priest reads 
the Gospel and Marx.” Asked whether the 
two were not contradictory, he answered,

whether it be religious or economic.”
But are these priests attaching more 

importance to political activity than to 
teaching people the Word of God? Tele­
vision watchers saw the interviewer put 
this question to a Spanish Benedictine 
monk. Many were surprised to hear the 
monk answer: “Yes, this is true.”

Then French Cardinal Danielou was 
asked to comment on this film report 
about the Catholic Church in Spain. Car­
dinal Danielou stated: “ I was struck by 
the genuineness of these priests.. . .  I was 
also struck by the way they continually 
affirmed that their revolutionary struggle 
in no way affected their belief in God.” 
But many viewers were struck by some­
thing else. They thought it strange to hear 
a cardinal accept the idea of priests being 
political revolutionaries!

Turmoil Among French Clergy
Another one of the television programs 

reviewed the political activity of the 
French clergy. It showed a group of rebel 
priests, of whom there are said to be 
about a thousand in France.

“No.”
Another interview took place inside a 

church in which the altar is curtained off 
when the church is used as a hall for 
clandestine political meetings. Here a 

v priest stated bluntly that “ it is necessary 
to open people’s eyes to the adulterous 
marriage between the church and state.” 
A worker-priest added: “The Church is 
united with international imperialism. 
This imperialism must be destroyed,

A spokesman for these priests declared 
that they had committed themselves “ to 
political action that mobilizes us to fight 
as citizens against all the oppressive forces 
in this country and elsewhere that en­
gender and perpetuate flagrant inequali­
ties and injustices. The Third World begins 
in the West, so we need to start here, to­
gether with all those who are already 
engaged in this liberation work.” 

Television viewers must have won-
AWAKE!6



dered if they were listening to a priestly 
discourse or to a declaration on Karl 
Marx’s Communist Manifesto! Their doubts 
seemed justified by the next sequence.

The next sequence showed leftist mili­
tant Catholics engaged in “ class warfare” 
along with their local priest. The priest 
felt that mankind is divided, not into be­
lievers and atheists, but into those who 
are fighting to liberate mankind (includ­
ing both believers and atheists), and those 
who refuse to take part in this combat. 
He confided that “personally I feel nearer 
to some of my Marxist and atheist friends 
than to those believers who stay outside 
of this fight.”

Political Differences in United States
One part of the television report had 

to do with Catholicism in the United 
States. It showed that there too political 
differences among the clergy were grow­
ing more pronounced.

Commenting on this part of the TV re­
port, the French newspaper Le Monde 
spoke of the “super-Americanism of the 
[Catholic] Church, which has tied itself 
in with the Establishment in order to be 
accepted by a mainly Protestant commu­
nity.”

However, a priest who was interviewed 
during this program admitted that many 
American Catholics “no longer feel the 
need to show themselves to be super­
patriots.” And this proved to be especially 
true in another sequence which showed 
the conflicting Catholic attitudes on the 
Vietnam war.

Some American Catholics considered the 
war to be a crusade to save the Vietnam 
Catholics. But other American Catholics, 
including some priests, were willing to 
go to prison for violently demonstrating 
against the war.

Also revealing to many was the series 
of interviews with prominent Catholics
JULY 22,1971

who told of the important part the Catho­
lic Church played in modem Vietnam. It 
was disclosed that one of the original rea­
sons why the French colonized Indochina 
in the nineteenth century was to protect 
Catholic missionaries who were being per­
secuted there.

Television viewers were told that dur­
ing the Indochina war between the French 
and the Vietminh (1947-1954), and in the 
present Vietnam war, the defense of Cath­
olic interests was one of the major fac­
tors. The TV reporter interviewed a Cath­
olic priest in a Vietnamese village who 
admitted proudly that he personally gave 
the villagers—men, women and children 
—military training.

With regard to the Catholic refugees 
who left North Vietnam after 1954, Le 
Monde spoke of them as being organized 
by “shock-troop-type priests, officer-priests 
who talk as much about machine guns as 
they do about the Gospel.”

The Church in Latin America
In the last program there was a report 

on the Catholic Church in Latin America. 
It showed that Catholicism was forced 
upon the Latin-American peoples by the 
conquistadors and the priests who accom­
panied them from Europe. This program 
also revealed that the Roman Catholic 
Church supported authoritarian govern­
ments that oppressed the people.

Part of this oppression could be noted 
in the fact that although present for near­
ly five centuries and long holding the mo­
nopoly in public education, the Church 
kept its people in ignorance. Even today 
in many Latin-American countries illiter­
acy is widespread.

Commenting on this particular program, 
the pro-Catholic Paris daily Le Figaro 
wrote: “ It must be said to the credit of 
the producers of this program that they 
never allowed us to forget the main point,
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namely the deep poverty of the ‘marginal’ 
men—Bolivians, Colombians, Peruvians, 
Brazilians—who today are like displaced 
persons because they have never been con­
sidered worthy to be treated like human 
beings. That the [Catholic] Church and 
the government acted in complicity was 
long taken for granted. Now there is some­
thing new: today some priests and laymen 
are trying to break up the marriage be­
tween church and state.”

Confirming this, the TV camera showed 
a priest working among Bolivian Indians. 
He spoke of the “powerful [Catholic] 
Church that has flirted with the govern­
ments and enriched itself.” A priest in 
Colombia who works among the poor 
stated: “The church’s mission is to work 
with the poor. But in Colombia every­

thing is different because here the church 
and the state are married, they have set 
up house together.” Both of these priests 
are in trouble with their bishops. But they 
are being joined by other priests who are 
becoming revolutionaries.

In its comment on this TV program, 
Le Monde wrote: “The fourth program 
gave a complex picture of Catholicism in 
Latin America, particularly in Colombia, 
Bolivia, Guatemala and Brazil. A painful 
litany of hunger, poverty, mortality, illit­
eracy, and a striking disparity in the atti­
tudes of the members of the clergy.”

One can imagine that the growing dif­
ferences in moral and political attitudes 
among Catholic clergymen would be re­
flected in other areas too. It was, and the 
TV programs showed some of this.

d im s  widen m
ib lU
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THE conflicting attitudes among clergy­
men of the Catholic Church on morals 

and politics spill over into other areas. 
French television viewers were also given 
insight into this condition.

One item ftoted was an interfaith 
Communion-Mass being held in a Protes­
tant church in Amsterdam. A Catholic 
priest was giving the sermon. Such ‘ecu­
menical services’ are being held every 
Sunday in Holland. Yet, they are against 
the instructions of the local hierarchy and 
Rome.

Viewers were also introduced to the 
“Student Parish” of Amsterdam. This is 
ministered to by four Catholic priests, one 
of whom is married. Although married,

he celebrates Mass every Sunday. The TV 
interviewer expressed surprise that no dis­
ciplinary measure had been taken against 
this priest by the local hierarchy or by 
Rome.

At this, one of the four priests replied: 
“Rome is afraid.”  Questioned on this point, 
a bishop answered evasively: “It does not 
seem advisable to take disciplinary mea­
sures.” Yet, in the United States, a priest 
was recently excommunicated when it was 
discovered that he had been married for 
years and had a child!

A nun was asked if she thought priests 
should be left free either to marry or to 
practice celibacy. The nun gave this frank 
answer: “ I wish they could do so. Some-
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times the pope’s indignation makes me in­
dignant. In Italy, in Spain and in South 
America there are thousands upon thou­
sands of illegitimate children fathered by 
priests. The pope says nothing about this, 
and these priests are allowed to celebrate 
Mass and to hear confessions.”

One priest spoke of racial divisions 
among Catholics in the United States. He 
said the situation was well illustrated by 
the musical drama “West Side Story.” He 
remarked that the two gangs, one made 
up of European immigrant Americans and 
the other of Puerto Rican Americans, were 
both composed of Catholics wearing cross­
es around their necks. Yet this did not 
prevent them from hating and fighting each 
other. And a black Catholic priest in Balti­
more noted the race distinction within the 
Catholic Church in America.

The divided aspect of Catholicism in 
France came to light during an interview

with a conservative French Catholic. He 
belonged to an Old Guard Catholic organi­
zation that has resorted to violence against 
other Catholics whom it considers too 
‘progressive.’ This conservative movement 
has even broken up Catholic church ser­
vices because Mass was being said in 
French instead of Latin!

One of the programs ended with the 
testimony of three French bishops. One 
bishop admitted that the Catholic Church 
is divided. But by this time the viewers 
could see that for themselves. Also, this 
same bishop confessed that he sometimes 
has “problems” with his faith and that he 
envies “simple folk who live their faith” 
in Jesus Christ.

For Catholics, all of these disclosures 
did not paint a very reassuring picture of 
the future of Roman Catholicism. And 
many viewers were quick to express their 
bitter disappointment.

THE reactions of French Catholics 
showed the anguish many of them ex­

perienced after viewing these television 
programs. Both the French press and in­
dividual citizens expressed dismay over 
some of the disclosures.

After the general outcry caused by the 
first program, the one showing the homo­
sexual priest, a producer of the program, 
Pierre Dumayet, stated: “Our purpose 
was not to tell people there are homosex­
ual priests, but to show to what limits the 
Church is willing to go in tolerating priests

who publicly say they are homosexuals.” 
From the reaction of many Catholics, it 
was obvious that they thought the Church 
had exceeded the permissible limits.

Le Monde commented that this program 
showed “the extent to which the [Catho­
lic] Church is not only ‘in the world’ but 
influenced by the world.”  Many viewers 
regarded that worldly influence as having 
had a degrading effect on the Church. 
Thus, the most widely read French news­
paper, France-Soir,commented: “It seems
as though the world that has ‘lost’ its
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spirituality can no longer count on the 
traditional church to put an end to its con­
fusion.”

A  French Catholic in the Paris area said 
to one of Jehovah’s witnesses: “ I consider 
that the leaders on both sides are too ex­
tremist. The reformers are demolishing the 
Catholic Church, not seeming to realize 
that they will be absorbed by the Marxists. 
As to the conservatives, they are living 
150 years in the past, and this is just as 
dangerous. This program made a painful 
impression on me.”

Before the programs had been shown, 
a Catholic lady in a town on the French 
Riviera told one of Jehovah’s witnesses 
not to miss the TV report on the Catholic 
Church. She hoped it would convince the 
Witness she was wrong. The following 
week, after the first program, the lady told 
the Witness: “ I was profoundly shocked 
and disappointed. I was horrified by the 
Church’s tendency to tolerate homosex­
uality. Above all, I was deeply disappoint­
ed by French Cardinal Danielou, who tried 
to evade all the questions.” The lady or­
dered a Bible and is now studying with 
Jehovah’s witnesses.

The week before the first program was 
televised, a couple studying with two of 
Jehovah’s witnesses had discussed with 
them the second chapter of the Bible-study 
aid The Truth That Leads to Eternal Life.
That chapter is entitled “Why It Is Wise 
to Examine Your Religion.” After the Wit­
nesses had left, the husband, an army of­
ficer, referring to paragraph 3 of this

chapter, which mentions some clergymen 
approving of homosexuality, said to his 
wife about Jehovah’s witnesses: “They 
really go a bit too far!”

But the day after the first TV program, 
the wife met one of the Witnesses in the 
street and said: “Madame, my husband 
and I were disgusted with what we saw 
on television. My husband told me: ‘You 
know, those people are right. They are 
telling the truth and do not exaggerate. 
We must go on studying with them.’ ” 

There is no question about it. Sincere 
French Catholics were genuinely shocked 
by what they saw on their state television 
network. But what they need to appreci­
ate is that these things are not really new, 
although the revelations about them may 
be. It should make them, and sincere per­
sons everywhere, examine the foundations 
of their religion. And that is so no matter 
what religion a person belongs to, for 
while these television disclosures con­
cerned the Catholic Church, some of the 
same things shown are going on in the 
rest of Christendom’s churches.

Have you examined your religion lately? 
Why not do so in the light of God’s Word 
of truth, the Holy Bible? Find out from 
the Creator himself what he accepts and 
rejects in the way of worship. See what 
his purposes are for this earth and man 
upon it. Learn what the very near future 
holds, not only for the churches, but also 
for you. Jehovah’s witnesses will be hap­
py to assist you in this examination by dis­
cussing the Bible with you free of charge, 
in the privacy of your own home.

LARGEST VOCABULARY
Over the centuries the English language has incorporated many 

words of other languages. Just a few of thousands of such examples 
are: piano from Italian, fiesta from Spanish, vodka from Russian, 
sauerkraut from German, tomahawk from American Indian, igloo from 
Eskimo, blue from French. Thus, today English has the largest and 
most varied vocabulary of all languages, about 600,000 words. Most 
persons use only a small fraction in everyday speech.
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A S A child, when you 
watched your mother 

mix and bake a cake, did 
you realize that she was 
a “chemist” ? You ate the 
cake for its good taste.
But did you know that 
your body was a highly 
complex chemical labora­
tory  ̂ digesting the cake and building it 
into body tissues for you?

Now that you are grown, you may not 
have made chemistry your career, but you 
know that nothing could live if it were 
not for chemical processes. Probably you 
appreciate also that many things we use 
today would be missing if some men had 
not taken up chemistry as a vocation.

Chemists, of course, do not make the 
laws by which chemicals react. They can 
only study, experiment and use tools such 
as microscopes to discover and understand 
these laws, and to know how to apply them 
to achieve certain results.

Some of the products of chemists’ re­
search that have had deep influences on 
our world are explosives, fuels, plastics, 
paper, steel, glass, detergents, medicines 
and other things too numerous to men­
tion. These things have influenced our 
work, our eating, our building, the cloth­
ing we wear, our modes of travel—just 
about everything in our way of life.

An Ancient Science
We do not know to what extent the 

ancient Egyptians, Babylonians, Assyrians 
and Hebrews understood chemistry. The 
Bible’s historical record does reveal, how­
ever, that even before these early civili­
zations, yes, before the global flood some 
4,300 years ago, men had knowledge of 
metallurgy, which involves chemistry. 
(Gen. 4:22) And later on, Job, who lived 
before Israel became a nation, said: “Iron

itself is taken from the very dust and from 
stone copper is being poured out.”  (Job 
28:2) Israel’s King Solomon had copper 
casting done. (1 Ki. 7:46, 47) Also, other 
industries requiring some knowledge of 
chemistry existed, such as wine making 
and the manufacture of dyes and inks. 
Drugs were used, and embalming was 
practiced.

The Atomic Theory
In modem history, however, extremely 

rapid progress has been made in chemis­
try because of the development of the 
atomic theory concerning the structure of 
matter (actually postulated by the an­
cient Greeks). In fact, chemists have had 
a large share in the development of the 
atomic theory.

This theory teaches that atoms are 
made up basically of three particles: pro­
tons, neutrons and electrons. Combinations 
of these particles in varying numbers 
make up the elements. An element is a 
substance that cannot be separated into 
simpler substances by ordinary chemical 
means. So, for ordinary chemistry, ele­
ments are the building blocks. The next 
unit in order is the molecule, which may 
consist of one or more atoms. Then come 
compounds, made up of the union of two or 
more elements.

There are ninety-two elements that are 
commonly found in the natural state. Hy­
drogen, a gas, is the lightest of these. 
Platinum is one of the heaviest. Some oth­
ers have been made artificially, so that
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the total number of known elements today 
is more than one hundred. The most abun­
dant element in earth’s crust and in its 
waters is oxygen, essential to both animal 
and plant life. Oxygen also constitutes 
about one fifth of the air by volume.

Most elements have an affinity or at­
traction for others. Very few are consid­
ered inert, or practically inactive. There 
is virtually an endless number of arrange­
ments and combinations, making up every 
kind of material that exists. The most 
complex molecules are found in living 
things. Massive molecules of various pro­
teins, consisting of many hundreds of 
atoms in a very complicated arrangement, 
have recently been given much attention 
by scientists. Massive as these are, for 
molecules, they can be “seen” only by 
means of an electron microscope.

Laws of Chemistry Work for
Man’s Welfare

Even though chemical combinations be­
yond number have been discovered, it is 
found that there is great stability in the 
arrangement. Tables of atomic numbers 
and atomic weights compiled from obser­
vation of the elements are therefore very 
reliable and useful to the chemist. Some 
of the laws controlling chemical reactions 
are of the highest complexity, yet, when 
understood, they are seen to govern all 
matter with a most marvelous orderliness.

The elements sometimes bond together 
to produce compounds that have proper­
ties much different from the elements 
alone. An example of such a compound is 
table salt, composed of chlorine and sodi­
um, both poisonous substances. Water, a 
liquid made up of gases, two atoms of 
hydrogen and one of oxygen, displays 
characteristics that in several ways affect 
our life and comfort. Water has the un­
usual characteristic of having its mole­
cules more tightly packed in its liquid

state than when frozen. Ice, therefore, 
floats. Otherwise, as it settled to the bot­
tom of lakes they would become perma­
nently frozen.

We can also be happy that water has a 
higher heat capacity than any other com­
mon liquid. This has much to do with the 
moderation of climate near large bodies of 
water. Also, no other liquid can equal wa­
ter as a solvent.

Oxygen is a very active element, com­
bining readily with many other elements. 
This makes it an ideal purifier of air and 
water, quickly oxidizing and rendering 
harmless certain poisonous substances.

Does Chemistry Have the Answer
for Man’s Problems?

Because of the important part chem­
istry plays in man’s world, it is a most 
enjoyable study as well as a source of 
things convenient and useful to mankind. 
Chemists have learned much, but actually 
they have only “scratched the surface” 
of this enormous field of endeavor. Chem­
ists still do not know exactly how a blade 
of grass grows, nor fully understand photo­
synthesis, by which plants manufacture 
food for all animal life. No chemist has yet 
reached the heights of accomplishment of 
one cell of the human body, which, it is 
said, can carry on from one to two thou­
sand different chemical reactions simul­
taneously.

The things that chemistry has devel­
oped have had good potential, but lack of 
knowledge'of their ultimate effect, and 
abuse in using them, have caused many 
problems. Plastics, detergents, drugs and 
advances in chemical means of destruc­
tion have helped to bring mankind to 
a time of crisis. Certainly science as rep­
resented in chemistry, just as in its many 
other branches, has demonstrated man’s 
inability to create a world of peace, health, 
life and security.
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OW would you feel if 
you had to build a 

new home every year soon 
after arriving from a trip 

that took you hundreds of miles? What 
would your attitude be if this new home 
could be of use to you for only six or seven 
months? That is exactly what birds of 
all kinds do every spring in the northern 
regions of our earth!

Enthusiastically they dart about collect­
ing various materials to use in building 
cozy nests to house their future little ones. 
Moved by their God-given instinct and 
using only their bills as a fashioning tool, 
these birds embark on an amazing build­
ing program.

Those That Do Not Build Nests 
Not all birds, of course, go into the nest­

building business in the springtime. Some 
return to old nests, make any necessary 
repairs and then take up residence in them 
once again. Other birds do not bother to 
build a nest. Among these are certain 
sandpipers and killdeer. The females of 
these species are content simply to lay 
their eggs on the ground, where moss and 
leaves form a scanty nest. However, di­
vine wisdom has compensated for the dan­
ger that this might present. The young 
of these birds are bom covered with down

«  ■
J W  B in d te

and are able to run 
about.  So when they 
break out of their shells, 

they dry their down in the warm 
sunlight and then scamper off 
to a place of safety.

The murre is another bird 
that does not trouble itself with nest­
building activities. Mother murre has the 
unusual habit of laying her eggs on slop­
ing ledges. You might think that this 
would be the last place on earth where 
a bird would lay her eggs, for there is the 
ever-present danger of their rolling off to 
a shattering end below. But the Creator 
of the murre has cared for this possibility. 
The murre’s eggs are shaped like a top 
and have a tough shell that does not break 
easily. Now, how does all this serve as a 
protection?

A bird fancier’s experiment while ob­
serving the murre answers this question. 
He let one of their eggs roll down the 
slope. He reported that the egg did not 
roll straight but swung around like a top 
and came to a standstill with its hard 
shell intact. Not one egg of this tapered 
shape rolled over the ledge. Only an intelli­
gent Creator could have devised the shape 
of these eggs as a means of keeping them 
safe on those sloping ledges where they 
are laid!

Nighthawks and black skimmers also 
spare themselves the work of nest con­
struction. The nighthawk merely lays her 
eggs, which have a protective color, on 
bare ground, on gravel, the top of a rock, 
or even the flat graveled roof of some 
city building. As for the black skimmer, she
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simply squats down in loose sand and turns 
around and around, making a slight hollow 
in which to lay her eggs. Quite a labor- 
saving method!

Home for Nest-building Birds
The sites where nest-building birds 

choose to set up house are as varied as 
the birds themselves. Even among the 
same species, nesting sites vary consider­
ably.

The wren family provide a remarkable 
example of this. The male bird starts the 
building off by erecting a crude nest. Then 
he goes to another site and constructs an­
other one. And how he gets carried away 
with this! He will build a crude nest in 
every suitable spot in his domain. Later, 
when his mate arrives, he takes her around 
on an inspection tour of these prospective 
nest homes so that she may select one 
that suits her fancy. Then she proceeds to 
throw out his sticks and build a nest ac­
cording to her taste.

And just what are some of the places 
where Mr. and Mrs. Wren have set up 
house? Investigations have revealed that 
they use woodpecker holes, birdhouses, 
fish baskets, clothespin bags, old shoes, 
tin cans, hats, an old automobile radiator, 
yes, they have even settled into a leg of 
a pair of pants, a bathrobe pocket as well 
as a pair of swimming trunks! Evidently, 
for the wrens, housing is no problem!

It is interesting to note that the crude 
nests that Mrs. Wren rejects are not torn 
down. One authority suggests that these 
nests serve to discourage other prospec­
tive homeseekers from entering the wrens’ 
domain. Why? Because the wrens raise 
a large family, the food requirements for 
which are tremendous. So the immediate 
vicinity around the wrens’ nursery with 
its food supply must be kept free of any 
competition from other families with hun­
gry mouths.

Now, consider another relative in this 
family, cousin cactus wren, a desert dwell­
er. This fellow’s instinct moves him to 
locate his nest in a place that does not 
encourage traffic, yes, the thorniest sec­
tion of the uninviting cholla cactus. There 
his globular nest is well guarded by thorns 
that are like so many swords poised to 
pierce and cling to any that carelessly 
brush against them. And another cousin, 
the rock wren, sets his nest in rocky crev­
ices, often using small stones to form a 
pavement leading to his entrance. The 
marsh wren, still another relative, con­
structs his well-camouflaged home deep in 
the vegetation of the marshlands.

That ever-popular spring favorite, the 
robin, assembles his nest in a variety of 
places. He uses branches or crotches in 
trees; bushes, porch vines, rose arches, 
fence posts, stone walls, nooks on build­
ings, bridges, boats and wagons as well as 
nesting shelves set up by some kind hu­
man. The height of these locations has 
been observed to vary from a few feet to 
seventy feet from the ground.

Perhaps the strangest nesting site of all 
is that of the dipper, a tiny water bird 
that is a year-round resident of the far 
western mountains in North America. This 
creature often assembles his nest right in 
the spray of a cataract, or sometimes even 
behind the cataract where the only pos­
sible entrance is right through the falling 
water! Or he builds it in among tree roots 
or in a rock crevice near the cascading 
water. Just the right spot for a bird that 
delights in walking underwater!

Building Materials and Nest Shapes
Birds’ nests are fascinating things. 

Something about them seems to invite, 
yes, beckon you to come and take a closer 
look. Persons who have found an aban­
doned one cannot help but marvel at its
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architecture. Though woven with primi­
tive materials and held together by mud, 
a nest is by no means a flimsy affair, for 
it will usually withstand rain and high 
winds, remaining firmly anchored to the 
spot where it is built. There it will keep 
its precious cargo of eggs safe in all kinds 
o f  weather .
And to think 
that a little 
creature by in­
stinct put it all 
together using 
just his bill as 
a building tool!

What  are 
some of the 
materials that 
these winged creatures use to construct 
their amazing nurseries? Some of the 
items are twigs, grass, leaves, bark, feath­
ers, human and horse hair and mud used 
as a binder, sometimes strengthened by 
bird saliva. The inside of the nest where 
the eggs lie is generally lined with soft 
materials such as moss, cobwebs, down 
from cottony plants, yarn and even lint 
from a clothes dryer!

The dipper’s nest, which is made up of 
grass, leaves and twigs, features green 
moss. This bird is most particular about 
the condition of the moss. It must be kept 
green to camouflage his nest, which is 
more or less spherical in shape, measur­
ing six or seven inches in diameter. It is 
said that these birds will at times spatter 
waterdrops from their wet wings to keep 
the moss looking fresh and green if there 
is not enough moisture where their nest 
is located.

Ovenbirds build a very interesting nest. 
Its characteristics are responsible for the 
bird’s name. A roof of bark strips, leaves, 
grasses and other matter is built over it

as an arch. The entrance is on the side 
rather than the top. This makes the entire 
structure look somewhat like an old-
fashioned rounded oven.

A remarkable nest is that of the Balti­
more oriole. Using only her bill for a 
needle, Mrs. Oriole will weave a pear-

shaped pouch 
out of plant 
f ibers ,  hair ,  
moss, bits of
s o f t  str ing,
yarn and so
forth at the
tip of a high-
s w i n g i n g  
branch. So du­
rable is this 

nest that remnants of it often cling to the 
branch tips three or four years after it is 
abandoned. Truly, bird craftsmanship of 
high quality!

Chimney swifts construct saucer-shaped 
nests inside hollow trees or chimneys that 
resemble semicircular wall shelves. They 
form them by assembling tiny twigs and 
joining them together with their glue­
like saliva that hardens when it is exposed 
to the air.

Speaking of adhesives, the robins use 
natural mud as a cement for their nests. 
If none is available, they have been known 
to make it by filling their bills with dust 
and then dipping them into a birdbath. 
Or they may wet their feathers and shake 
off the drops in a dusty place.

Indeed, building time in birdland is a 
delightsome time, refreshing the soul of 
those who would take time to look in on 
the activities. By being alert to note how 
and “where the birds themselves make 
nests” one may be moved to praise and 
thank the loving Creator, Jehovah God, 
for these winged gifts to mankind.—Ps. 
104:1, 16, 17.

•  The Order in the Universe— from Where 
Does It Come?

•  I Was a Jailer of Christians.

•  Epilepsy— Today's Outlook.

— In the next issue.
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OW often do 
we see some­

one having diffi­
culty reading, 
perhaps holding 
a paper at arm’s 
length? Others may read only 
when the page is very close to 
their eyes. Why these differences 
in seeing? It has a lot to do with 
the working of the lens in the eye.

Lenses That Bend Light
Light that is reflected from objects all 

around us passes through the eye lens 
and forms images on the retina at the 
back of the eyeball. This activates the 
nerves leading to the brain, which devel­
ops the moving pictures so formed. But 
these images happen to be upside down or 
inverted! What a blessing for us that 
the Designer of the eye also instructed the 
brain on how to turn these images the 
right way up!

The inversion of images as they enter 
the eye occurs because our eye lens is 
convex, similar in size to an aspirin tab­
let. And this type of lens has the unusual 
feature of “ twisting” light rays that pass 
through it to form an inverted image of 
the object originating the rays.

You can illustrate this with a magnify­
ing glass. Rather like two saucers placed 
rim to rim, the magnifying glass is thick­
er in the middle than at the edges. At cer­
tain distances this lens can be used to give 
an enlarged view of something, because 
of the way it bends light rays passing 
through it. You may even be reading this 
page with the aid of such a lens. Magnifi­
cation, however, will occur only when the 
object being viewed is held close to the 
lens, that is, closer than twice the focal 
length of the lens. Now increase the dis­
tance between your eye and the magnify­
ing glass. Hold it out at arm’s length and

peer through it at a picture on the wall. 
You will notice that everything appears 
upside down. Why? Because of the bend­
ing inward of the light rays as they pass 
through the glass. The image is inverted.

Those light rays that pass through the 
center of a convex lens do not bend or 
refract to any noticeable degree. But those 
striking the lens at a distance from the 
center are refracted to pass through a 
definite point called the focal point. The 
distance between this point and the center 
of the lens is called the focal length.

Have you ever used a magnifying glass 
to start a fire? The ancient Greeks and 
Romans are reported to have used glass 
containers full of water as “burning glass­
es.”  The sun’s rays would pass through 
the water, converging to a focus on some 
combustible material and cause it to burn. 
To demonstrate this, you can focus the 
sun’s rays on a sheet of paper by adjust­
ing the distance of the lens from the pa­
per to form a small white spot. This will 
soon become so hot that the paper will 
burn, because that white spot is really an 
image of the sun, appearing at the focal 
point of the lens. It is obviously a wise 
rule never to peer at the sun through lens­
es, especially with telescopes and binocu­
lars, for this could do irreparable damage 
to the eye.
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The other type of lens, called concave, 
is shaped like two saucers placed base to 
base, being thicker at the edges them in 
the middle. This lens diverges or spreads 
light rays that pass through it. Concave 
lenses are most often used in combination 
with convex lenses, and their ability to 
spread light rays has been adapted as an 
aid to eyesight.

Glass Lenses Have Their Problems
As you may have noticed, lenses are 

not pieces of glass like windowpanes, but 
are usually made of special glass in shapes 
of carefully measured angles and arcs ac­
cording to complex lens makers’ formulas. 
Generally, when used in optical instru­
ments, they are much thinner than the 
hand reading-lenses.

Simple lenses present several problems, 
the commonest of which are spherical and 
chromatic aberrations. If you look closely 
at an image on a screen formed by a sim­
ple lens you will notice what is called 
spherical aberration. This is a distortion 
of the image, occurring because light rays 
from the object pass through the lens at 
slightly different angles and as a result do 
not focus sharply at the same spot. We 
do not have this problem with our eye, 
nor do we have the falling away of sharp­
ness at the extremity of the lens, which 
also occurs in man-made lenses.

Neither do we suffer from chromatic 
aberration. “White light” when refracted 
sufficiently breaks up into the seven col­
ors of the spectrum (red, orange, yellow, 
green, blue, indigo and violet), each of 
which is refracted at a slightly different 
angle, focusing one in front of another, 
violet first with red last. This gives that 
rainbow fringe to the image, called chro­
matic aberration.

Though it is impossible to correct all 
known aberrations in man-made lenses, 
they can be effectively masked by the

combination of several precision lenses. 
These may be cemented together with 
Canada balsam, a resin from the North 
American balsam fir tree. Some lenses are 
coated to prevent “ghosting” or reflec­
tions from forming.

Complex systems are also employed in 
telescopes, binoculars and microscopes. 
These apply the principle of a convex ob­
jective lens for casting an image in the 
microscope or telescope tube, which is not 
shown on any screen but is made to fall 
within the focal length of an eyepiece. The 
image formed there is then viewed through 
the eyepiece, giving a magnified view of 
the object.

The inverted nature of the image does 
not really matter in the microscope. (The 
slide being viewed can be turned upside 
down first.) But no ship’s captain would 
be happy with his binoculars or telescope 
if his next port of call appeared inverted. 
For this reason a correcting set of lenses 
or prisms is introduced between the ob­
jective lens and the eyepiece to rectify 
that problem.

Lens making by intelligent men involves 
a thorough knowledge of optics, refraction- 
of-light mathematical formulas and then 
patient skill, learned and accumulated over 
many years of training by another skilled 
in these arts. Since this is so, then, to use 
Isaac Newton’s words when discussing the 
origin of life, ‘by what sort of reasoning 
do some persons reach the incongruous 
conclusion’ that the complex wonders in 
the natural world have come into exis­
tence without an intelligent Creator?

The Superlative Eye Lens
When you look at the “black hole” in 

your eye, you are really looking through 
the lens into the dark interior of the eye­
ball. The tiny lens is held in place behind 
the colored iris by ciliary muscles and fol­
lows the same principles of refraction that
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The nearsighted eye: the eyeball 
is too long and the linage 
focused in front M  *he retina

Nearsightedness is corrected by use of 
i»|teave Senses, which help the eye 
§|||||h»:;,^cusv'properly on the retina:

man has applied in artificial lenses. The 
brain, by converting nerve impulses trans­
mitted to it from the retina into full color, 
three-dimensional moving pictures, gives 
us an exciting upright view of something 
larger than the image on the retina but 
always in optical proportion to our bodies. 
This is true whether it is a pea or a plate, 
a vase of lilac blooms or magnificent, 
snow-clad mountains.

For us to be able to look at a map on 
our knee one moment and, the next, to 
view scenery and mountains miles away 
indicates that the eye lens has been per­
fectly designed. Instantly it can focus 
sharply, automatically correcting aberra­
tions that would be found in man-made 
lenses. How confusing it would be to have 
a distorted image constantly changing 
with every movement of the head, with 
multicolored fringes around each image!

ration, could have been formed by natural 
selection, seems, I freely confess, absurd in 
the highest degree.”—The Origin of Spe­
cies, p. 190.

The Spectacle Lens 
The eye lens is extremely flexible and 

can be bent, pulled out or elongated 
and squashed flatter. It is this ability in 
association with the refractive power of 
the cornea that permits quick, accurate 
focusing without distortion. However, the 
aging process can harden the lens or the 
attached ciliary muscles, making adjusting 
(called accommodation) and clear focus­
ing more difficult. Some have a focus­
ing weakness because of the unusual shape 
of the eyeball, it perhaps being longer or 
shorter than the average twenty-four mil­
limeters (about one inch) in length.

The refractive and focusing agencies of 
the eye, the lens itself and the cornea (that 
curved transparent covering of the eye), 
truly proclaim the intelligent handiwork 
of the Creator. Even Charles Darwin ad­
mitted the absurdity of his natural selec­
tion theory when he considered the eye: 
“To suppose that the eye with all its in­
imitable contrivances for adjusting the 
focus to different distances, for admitting 
different amounts of light and for the cor­
rection of spherical and chromatic aber­

Your eye lens is at rest when you view 
distant objects, but is squeezed thicker 
by the ciliary muscles to focus on things 
nearby. Because of this muscular activity 
we get “eyestrain” when doing work close 
to the eyes or reading or writing.

If the eyeball is too long, the image is 
focused short of the retina and appears 
blurred, causing nearsightedness. This can 
be corrected by using spectacles of the con­
cave variety, which diverge the light en­
tering the eye and help the eye’s convex
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lens to focus (form a focal point) on the 
retina properly.

On the other hand, farsightedness oc­
curs because the eyeball is too small and 
the image is formed behind the retina. A 
convex spectacle lens introduced in front 
of the eye will converge the light rays 
entering and guide them onto the retina 
properly.

The formation of an image behind the 
retina also occurs when the eye’s lens loses 
its power of accommodation and reaches 
a point where it cannot assume the deeply 
curved shape necessary for focusing on 
nearby objects. Usually affecting those 
passing middle age, this condition is known 
as presbyopia, “ old sight,”  requiring con­
vex segments in the spectacle to correct 
the weakness.

Great care should be taken with our 
eyes. Do not poke around in the eye if 
you get grit in it, or rub it with dirty 
fingers or cloths. Someone else may be 
able to lift the foreign body out carefully 
with a clean handkerchief—perhaps even 
a physician when necessary. And if you 
read at night, an evenly, well-lit room will 
be less of a strain on your eyes than read­
ing under a patch of light.

The Lenses of Other Creatures
If you could look through the lenses of 

some insects, you would find them useful 
for quick darting flight or for judging 
speed. Their eyes are made of numerous 
lenses that produce individual images. The 
time lapse between the movement of an 
image from one segment of the eye to an­
other is used as an indication of its speed.

Vertebrates have paired lenses for vi­
sion. Some, such as the horse, have pan­
oramic vision, being able to see almost all 
around. Others, including man, owls and 
monkeys have eyes more forward in the 
head, giving vision in which each eye 
overlaps the other. Birds’ eyes have most 
remarkable lenses producing telescopic 
and microscopic effects. This enables them 
to have the most acute vision of all crea­
tures. Eagles, vultures and others of their 
family are able to see tiny things at prodi­
gious distances.

Many natural applications of the prin­
ciples of refraction and optics have caused 
man to marvel at their use and to adapt 
them for his own convenience, intelligent­
ly doing so after learning from the handi­
work of the Creator.

"‘She <&etus Is 'Alive” '
•  Dr. Michael J. Halberstam, a physician in 
Washington, D.C., wrote an article on abor­
tion in the medical journal Ob.Gyn.News 
of May 15, 1970. Among the things he dis­
cussed, the following is especially worthy of 
consideration: “Medicine basically is the busi­
ness of life. The physician is enjoined to 
protect and preserve life. I am talking now 
of biological life . . . the life that has to 
do with the welfare, say, of the mother, a 
family or of society as a whole.

“The physician is taught to make no dis­
tinction as to the stage or quality of the life 
he is to protect.” Then Dr. Halberstam men­
tioned that “the fetus [unborn child] receives

i its entire genetic potential of R N A and DNA  
\ at conception. . . .
/  “The fetus is also unique. Its exact com- 
\ bination of proteins has never existed before, 
\ wili never exist again.
/  “There is no doubt that the fetus is ‘alive/ 
\ though in a special way. As I do not believe 
\ in the immortal soul, I do not equate the 
/  life of the fetus with the life of the mother, 
\ but as a physician I know that it lives and 
\ as a human being I am , in awe of it.” And 
/  Jehovah God's law to Israel showed that he 
j  regarded the fetus or the developing child 
(  as alive and so it was respected as a life. 
)  — Ex. 21:22, 23.
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Taking Up a Different Kind of M inistry

B
 ROUND the earth thousands of interested 

persons are requesting that Jehovah's 
witnesses study the Bible with them. It 

brings joy to the hearts of the Witnesses to 
hear such requests. Note this experience in­
volving a clergyman, as related by a Witness 
in Kansas:

“A  young fellow began attending the meet­
ings at our Kingdom Hall. When his mother 
learned about this, she became angry and 
wanted her son to stop.

“So she asked a Methodist minister to come 
to her home to talk to him. The youth asked 
me to join their discussion. This minister, 
however, came to see me first. After ex­
plaining the situation, he said that he was 
willing to have the meeting but that he did 
not want to argue or debate. He remarked 
that he had great respect for Jehovah’s wit­
nesses due to the fine conduct of two of them 
who worked at his place of employment.

“When the appointed evening came, we all 
met at the boy’s home. During our discussion 
the question of war and Christian neutrality 
came up. His mother claimed that if one lived 
in a country he should fight for it. Yet, the 
minister surprised her by saying that he had 
not been called for military service but that 
he did not know what he would do if he were 
called.

“W e had other meetings after this, and at 
the last one I demonstrated our method of 
Bible study. Many members of the youth’s 
family sat in. As we neared the end of our 
discussion, it became quite evident that the 
majority of them had closed their minds to 
God’s truth. Then the clergyman leaned over 
and whispered to me, T do not think anybody 
else here will go on studying the Bible with 
you, but I was wondering if you would study 
with just one person.’

“Would I? Of course! W e met together on 
Monday evenings. Often the Bible study lasted 
three hours. It became evident that the Meth­
odist minister deeply loved and believed 
God’s Word. Also he felt that a preacher 
should earn part, if not all, of his living, 
which is why he took on secular work. When  
he learned the importance of God’s name, 
Jehovah, he quickly began using it. It did not 
take him long to see that many of his church’s 
teachings did not agree with the Holy Bible.

“During all this time of studying the Bible 
with me, the minister continued his religious 
activities. He used what he was learning in 
his sermons. When we came to the matter of 
the need to separate oneself from false reli­
gion, we discussed the error of continuing in 
an organization that one knew was teaching 
falsehoods. (2 Cor. 6:14-18) He said that he 
hated to let the little church down and that 
he was helping some by his sermons. Also 
he talked vaguely about meeting with the 
church board to resign but the weather had 
been bad. Yes, this sincere Methodist minister 
was fighting a battle with his conscience.

“Finally, one Monday evening, he announced 
that he had resigned from his church. I was 
overjoyed! And this man who once had at­
tended a religious college now was happy to 
join our Theocratic Ministry School. About a 
month later, he accompanied me in the door- 
to-door ministry.

“How thrilled I am to have seen this minis­
ter who was formerly a pillar of his church 
take up true religion. His deep love for God’s 
Word, and the good conduct of the Witnesses, 
helped him take this lifesaving step. Though 
his wife opposed him at first, she, too, began 
studying. They were both baptized in symbol 
of their dedication to God. W hat happened 
to the young man? He was also baptized 
and is finding joy in serving Jehovah God.”

SJnaudibU -Animal Communication
+  Did you know that certain animals communicate with one another with sounds 
that man cannot hear? The book The Mating Instinct by L. J. and M. J. Milne 
explains why this is so: “Man’s own hearing extends over a range of pitches from  
16 to about 15,000 cycles per second— some ten octaves— a spread wherein his own 
and his mate’s voice may span four octaves if he is a basso profundo and she is 
high soprano. But sound continues well beyond 15,000 cycles. . . . Man is growing 
to realize that the usual stillness of the forest at night conceals— through his own 
limitations in hearing— a vast array of squeaky whispers that permit communica­
tion between smaller animals.”
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By “Awake!” correspondent in Canada

ONE of the worst catastrophes ever to 
hit the Province of Quebec occurred 

on the evening of May 4, 1971, at about 
11 p.m. Within a matter of minutes a 
huge crater one mile long, a quarter of a 
mile wide and about one hundred feet deep 
appeared in the new section of Saint-Jean 
Vianney, engulfing some forty homes and 
thirty-one persons. It was a nightmare 
that will not soon be forgotten by the peo­
ple of this village of some 1,300 inhabi­
tants, to the northeast of Quebec City.

!
A Bus Driver Helps Save Lives

Mr. Jules Girard of nearby Saint- 
Ambroise, who operates a bus service for 
the employees of the Alcan Company, was 
the first person to become aware of the 
disaster. He was driving about twenty 
men home from work when he noticed 
what he thought to be a small stream of 
water, some four to five feet wide, run­
ning across the road. Then, suddenly, the 
front wheels of his bus were suspended, 
overhanging the stream. He immediately 
tried to open the bus door, but without 
success. He shouted to all the men to leave 
the bus through the emergency door at 
the back. No sooner had he stepped out 
himself, being the last one to leave, than 
the bus suddenly disappeared. It dropped

some* 100 to 150 feet into a great chasm 
that had opened up.

The noise that could be heard sounded 
like a huge river. There was no time to 
lose. Many in the neighborhood were al­
ready asleep; others were watching ice 
hockey on TV, but none were aware that 
houses were completely disappearing into 
the huge crater, now getting bigger and 
bigger. Almost immediately there was a 
power failure, with downed hydro wires 
flashing in the darkness. Girard and his 
bus passengers ran shouting and knocking 
on doors, telling the people to evacuate 
quickly. Some seventy-five persons owe 
their lives to the quick thinking of this 
bus driver and his passengers.

During those few short minutes, houses 
were tumbling into the engulfing crater. 
Shouts and cries could be heard from those 
within them. Even a child’s voice was 
heard shouting “Telephone! Telephone!” 
as if asking for someone to phone for help. 
Some persons tried to flee in their cars, 
but they too were engulfed.

A State of Shock
People evacuated from the disaster area 

to the nearby Kenogami Memorial Center 
were in a state of shock and terror. One 
man had seen his wife and child engulfed 
in front of his eyes and could do nothing 
to help.

Another man relates what he saw before 
leaving his home; “The ground was shak­
ing very hard and I barely had time to 
save my family. It was not a hole we saw, 
but a real crater one hundred feet deep. 
It was terrible to hear the cries and howl­
ing coming from the ravine below and it 
was impossible for us to do anything to 
save the people who were disappearing 
under this muddy soi l . . . ”

A woman said: “ I have lost my house 
but I am safe and sound and that is what 
counts. I thought that earthquakes like 
this could happen only in other places. Now
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I  know that catastrophes can happen wher­
ever men are.”

On the eve of the disaster a man had 
purchased a piece of land in Saint-Jean 
Vianney; the following day it disappeared 
into the pit. Possessions offered no securi­
ty when disaster struck.

Experts at Work
The Natural Resources Department 

(Ministere des Richesses Naturelles) of 
the Province of Quebec was immediately 
called to the scene to examine the situation 
and try to determine the cause of the di­
saster. According to reports, with which 
Mayor Laureat Lavoie agrees, “ there were 
three distinct tremors.”  Geologist and en­
gineer Mr. Marc Tanguay of the Ministere 
des Richesses Naturelles confirmed that a 
crater covering 500,000 square feet was 
formed.

There is controversy about the cause of 
the disaster. Earthquake tremors were re­
corded that day at Laval University in 
Quebec City, and this may have been re­
sponsible for the movement of the earth. 
Mayor Lavoie believes that a spring over­
flow of underground water streams could 
have eaten the earth away and finally re­
sulted in its giving way completely.

The ground in the area of Saint-Jean 
Vianney is made up in part of a surface 
layer of sand on top of clay that is 135 
feet deep in some places. The torrent of 
the Riviere aux Vases became so great 
that we could still see the discoloration 
from the muddy clay on the trunks of the 
trees along the river. In its overflow it 
swept away an almost new bridge into the 
Saguenay River.

During the first few days after the di­
saster the village was invaded by curious 
people, residents coming back to claim 
their belongings, numerous reporters and 
even looters. Roadblocks were erected to 
prevent unauthorized persons and curious

sightseers from entering the village. A 
Central Control Headquarters was set up 
at the town’s Municipal Building.

The Canadian Armed Forces supplied 
helicopters that were used to lower men 
into the crater to see if there were any sur­
vivors. No human life was found in that 
sea of mud. A lonely goldfish swimming 
in its bowl in an empty house was the only 
sign of life in this huge pit!

The Civil Protection people, working 
hand in hand with other authorities, were 
called upon to feed, clothe and lodge the 
two hundred displaced families. Truck- 
loads of food and clothing soon arrived 
from different parts of the province and 
from various organizations. Arrangements 
were made to establish immediately a 
trailer camp in a schoolyard. The installa­
tion of thirty-five trailers with water, elec­
tricity and sewers was finished in a matter 
of three days.

The Natural Resources Department en­
gineers and geologists are presently under­
taking drilling operations in the area, first 
of all to ascertain the solidity of the 
ground as well as to find a place to relo­
cate the houses remaining near the huge 
crater.

Many organizations have set up funds 
for the victims of Saint-Jean Vianney, 
where the total loss is estimated at well 
over $2,000,000. No doubt money will help 
to a certain extent, but no amount of mon­
ey will ever replace the lives of loved ones 
that perished or erase from the minds of 
the survivors the agony they suffered.

At least a dozen similar tragedies have 
occurred in Canada over the years. How­
ever, the disaster in Saint-Jean Vianney 
stands as one of the worst in the loss of 
lives and property. It is obvious that man 
still has much to learn about the earth on 
which he lives. To cope with forces that 
so easily overwhelm him, he needs guid­
ance from one who is greater than man.
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By “Awake!1* correspondent 
in Okinawa

H AVE you ever seen exquisite lac­
quer ware? It is truly a beautiful 
piece of art. Its brilliantly pol­

ished surfaces are comparable to 
highly glazed porcelain. Perhaps it 
calls to your mind the Oriental coun­
tries of China, Japan or Korea. But 
did you know that some of the finest lacquer 
ware is made here in Okinawa?

Almost always the basis of lacquer ware 
is wood. The wood is shaped into vases, trays, 
dishes and so forth. It is amazing to what 
astonishing thinness the wood can be worked. 
Sometimes it is as thin as paper! Then dozens 
of thin coats of a special lacquer are, in turn, 
applied, giving the article a remarkable hard­
ness and durability.

Fine lacquer ware does not show wear even 
after hundreds of years. Once a collection of 
it went down on a sunken ship. After eighteen 
months it was recovered, and in 1878 was ex­
hibited in Vienna. The long exposure to the 
sea had failed to damage the pieces!

This durable lacquer is produced from the 
sap of a variety of sumac tree, the Rhus 
verniciflua, which is grown in China, Japan 
and other Eastern countries. It is commonly 
called the lacquer tree. Japanese lacquer is 
considered superior. And the reason is thought 
to be that the Japanese tap the trees only 
when the sap is at its best, during the months 
of June and September.

The Chinese thousands of years ago devel­
oped the process of making lacquer ware. Arti­
facts from as early as the Han dynasty (206 
B.C.E.— 220 C.E.) have been found. The Japa­
nese later learned the art from the Chinese.

It was about 714 C.E. that Japanese explorers 
visited the Ryukyu Islands, Okinawa being 
the largest of these. They probably brought 
the first lacquer-ware objects to Okinawa. 
Gladys Zabika observes in Customs and Culture 
of Okinawa: “Seven Okinawans in the year 
1437 journeyed to Japan to study the methods 
of making lacquer ware. They returned to 

Okinawa a few years later and trained 
others.”

This writer also says: “The shiny bowls 
and trays became so popular among the 
people that they began experimenting on 
ways to improve the quality. They suc­
ceeded in developing a new process and 
improving the materials to the point that 
Okinawan lacquer ware became famous 
throughout the east and regarded from  
Japan to India as the best in the Orient.” 

What makes Okinawa lacquer ware dif­
ferent from that of other countries? Well, 
one difference is the unique method of 
preparing the clay base. Also, the wood 
and the raw materials are different.

The wood usually used here is from trees 
that grow on the Ryukyu Islands. It is very 
light, does not crack easily, and is strong even 
in humid climates.

The logs must be thoroughly dried, since 
wood that is green will warp and bend after 
being processed. The chunks of wood are carved 
on power-driven lathes into bowls, vases, trays 
and other objects.

The articles are next coated with a special 
paste. Up until about a year ago this paste 
was made from pigs* blood, clay and tung oil. 
But now a polycite synthetic paste is used. It 
is stronger and does not chip so easily.

The thoroughly dried articles are then worked 
over with sandpaper and whetstone. They are 
next coated with lacquer, dried, and rubbed 
with charcoal. This process is repeated a num­
ber of times. Then the articles are given a 
final coat of lacquer.

Next decorations are put on the articles. 
There are three basic designs used here. One 
is mother-of-pearl. Another is called “tsuikin.” 
Colored lacquer is rolled into thin sheets, which 
are cut into shapes of banana plants, hibiscus, 
deigo flowers, bamboo and so forth, and applied 
to the lacquer ware. The last type of decora­
tion is hand-painted designs called “makie.”

Lacquer ware varies widely in quality. Yet, 
as one examines a variety of lacquer-ware 
articles, one is impressed that many of them 
are truly beautiful pieces of art.
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HUMANS by nature have a sense of 
beauty, a love and a hunger for beau­

ty. This is the Creator’s gift. Not only this, 
but he has furnished unending opportuni­
ties for satisfying that hunger. Man’s 
home, the earth, has beautiful rivers and 
lakes, mountains and valleys, trees and 
flowers; there are strikingly beautiful 
birds, fish and beasts of the field. Superla­
tive beauty is found among humans them­
selves.

Hand in hand with beauty goes cleanli­
ness. Dirt obscures beauty. How delight­
fully fresh and deem everything looks after 
a copious shower! Even among many ani­
mals there is a regular grooming of them­
selves to keep their fur clean and shiny, 
while birds preen their feathers. Fish, of 
course, do not ‘take baths,’ but in the seas 
there are many creatures that live by 
cleaning other marine creatures of parasit­
ic or infectious growths, and the creatures 
thus benefited welcome this attention. 
Scientists call this arrangement “symbio­
sis.”

Especially among humans, however, is 
cleanliness a factor in beauty. The human 
face is always interesting, often beautiful. 
The same can be said of the hands and 
other body parts. But dirt can rob them of 
their beauty. Clothes, besides providing 
covering and warmth, enhance one’s ap­
pearance—but only if they are clean and 
in good taste.

24

Modern Attitudes
Toward Cleanliness 

Today an unkempt ap­
pearance is viewed by 
some as fashionable. One 
of the earmarks of rebel­
lious youth is the dispar- 

agement  o f  
neatness and 
c l e a n l i n e s s .  
F r u s t r a t e d  
with the world 
they live in, 
they express 
their attitude 

by messy hair, sloppy clothes and unclean 
bodies.

Not only among youth, however, is 
there an increasing carelessness and indif­
ference as to keeping things clean, order­
ly and presentable. In many bigger cities 
people care less and less about the ap­
pearance of their homes, their cars, their 
streets. In some areas, of course, homes 
and other furnishings still look neat and 
tidy. But surveys show that not all people 
who give careful attention to their cars 
and homes are equally concerned about 
the things their neighbors cannot see. 
How so? They may seldom bathe, and 
socks and underwear may be badly soiled 
before they are changed.

Cleanliness Next to Godliness
At one time, especially in Anglo-Saxon 

lands, many persons subscribed to the 
saying that “Cleanliness is next to godli­
ness.” Nowadays, because of widespread 
pollution, some would change this to 
“Cleanliness is next to impossible.” But the 
importance of cleanliness is not to be 
passed off lightly. Far beyond its insep­
arable connection with beauty, a Chris­
tian should be concerned with cleanliness 
because of God’s attitude toward it.

True, most of the Scriptural statements 
regarding cleanliness relate to spiritual
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cleanness, cleanness in a religious and a 
moral sense. Thus God’s Word refers to pa­
gan objects of worship as “dungy idols,” 
and concerning such spiritual contamina­
tion God’s servants are commanded: 
“Touch nothing unclean; . . . keep your­
selves clean, you who are carrying the 
utensils of Jehovah.”  (1 Ki. 15:12; Jer. 50: 
2; Isa. 52:11) Christians are admonished 
to cleanse themselves “of every defile­
ment of flesh and spirit.” (2 Cor. 7:1) Too, 
God’s holy ones are symbolically described 
as being arrayed in “bright, clean, fine 
linen,” representing their righteous acts. 
—Rev. 19:8.

But these expressions regarding spiri­
tual and moral cleanness would have little 
force and impact if 'physical cleanness 
were inconsequential to God, of little con­
cern to him. By implication these admoni­
tions to spiritual cleanness show that God 
expects and requires physical cleanness as 
well. In fact, most of the references in the 
Bible to physical cleanness are given in 
connection with the formal worship of 
God by his people Israel. Bathing was in­
cumbent upon the priests, so important 
that neglect thereof was punishable by 
death. For others, ceremonial cleanness 
often required washing or bathing the 
body. Sanitation as regards water sources 
received special attention, safeguards 
against contamination, as by dead bodies, 
being included in legislation. Human body 
wastes were to be covered over with soil. 
God’s wisdom is seen in all this. His own 
holiness requires it.—Ex. 30:17-21; Lev. 
11:35, 36; 15:1-11; Deut. 23:12-14.

Health and Practical Considerations
Aside from the God-given love of beauty 

and one’s sense of fitness of things, clean­
liness also makes sense because of the 
health factor. Uncleanness can result in 
disease. Infectious hepatitis and many 
other ailments are spread largely by un­

clean water. In fact, the increase in the 
life-span in many lands in modern times 
has been credited more to sanitation than 
to medical science! In his book The City 
in History, well-known author Lewis Mum- 
ford says that, rather than the advent of 
so-called modern civilization, the “spread 
of the soap-and-water habit might well 
account for the lowering of infant mor­
tality rates before the nineteenth century.”

Where cleanness is neglected the result 
may be the spread not only of viruses and 
bacteria but also of vermin such as lice, 
bedbugs and cockroaches. These insects 
can be carriers of disease; bedbugs are 
said to carry some thirty different dis­
eases. Carelessness in food storage or gar­
bage disposal causes rodents, such as mice 
and rats, to multiply. These too are car­
riers of disease as well as despoilers of 
food. To avoid this, store food supplies 
carefully, keep garbage cans tightly cov­
ered with no food spilled on the outside.

Then there is the practical aspect of 
cleanliness. A neat and clean home gives 
more pleasure and satisfaction, things are 
easier to find, saving time and avoiding 
irritations. Clean clothes not only feel bet­
ter, they last longer.

Thinking About Others
A  major reason why cleanliness makes 

sense is that it may keep one from need­
lessly offending others. While not always 
reducing your life-span, neglect of personal 
hygiene can cause unpleasant odors that 
often greatly offend others. Deodorants or 
perfumes may be needed in some cases, but 
never as a ‘cover-up’ for lack of simple 
bathing. Also, uncombed hair, sloppy 
clothes and unclean skin grate on ever 
so many persons whose self-respect re­
quires their being clean and neat them­
selves. Why offend them? We should do 
to others as we would have others do to 
us. We naturally prefer that others do not
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offend us; we should not needlessly offend 
others by poor personal habits.—Luke 
6:31.

Parents should start early in teaching 
their children the value and importance of 
keeping physically clean. They should be 
helped to develop appreciation of the beau­
ty of things kept clean. Even simple ex­
pressions such as, “ See how nice this clean 
shirt looks!” or “Smell how sweet this 
clean blanket is,” will do much for little 
children’s viewpoint. Where circumstances 
allow, they should be taught that clean 
hands and face are a must before sitting 
down at a meal, before going to bed and 
before going to school or to a Christian 
meeting. Appeal to their love for their 
parents can be made by showing them how 
failing to keep their clothes and rooms 
neat and clean means so much more work 
for mother and so much more expense for 
father. Hands should be clean, too, when 
handling books, especially such books as 
the Bible. Habits formed early along these 
lines will serve well throughout life.

A principle that should be kept in mind 
is that applying to Christian overseers, 
namely, that they should have “ a fine 
testimony from people on the outside.” All 
Christians, in fact, should have a fine testi­
mony from the people on the outside as to 
their bodily and personal cleanliness as well 
as regarding the neatness, cleanness and 
orderliness of their homes. Of course, the 
standard of cleanness varies in different 
parts of the earth. But, be that as it may

be, Christians should be exemplary in this 
regard, and where the prevailing standard 
is pitifully low, they should, by their own 
course of action, be showing people a bet­
ter way.— 1 Tim. 3:7.

Particularly when going to people’s 
homes to extend to them the word of life, 
the Christian should want to be careful 
that he always makes a good impression 
as to his personal appearance. His clothes 
may not be the latest style; they may be 
plain and modest but they can be clean. 
There seems to be no excuse for wearing a 
dirty shirt while engaging in such minis­
try. And depending upon the ground be­
neath one’s feet, the shoes should look 
presentable also. Obviously, when the 
streets in one’s territory are very dusty or 
muddy, the appearance of one’s shoes can­
not always be bright and shiny.

Yes, cleanliness makes sense and that for 
more than one good reason. There is the 
aesthetic reason, because of one’s innate 
hunger for and love of beauty, with which 
cleanliness goes hand in hand. There is 
also the matter of health and hygiene; 
baths may not of themselves cause one to 
live longer but they may keep one from 
giving needless offense to others. And, as 
far as it lies within us, we should strive 
for good relations with those about us. We 
should want to create good impressions 
and set a fine example. Cleanliness will 
help us to do that. Of course, all this has 
added force to the one who is an ambassa­
dor for God’s kingdom.

‘Musical’ Buses
•  You might find traveling through the countryside by bus in the Kingdom of 
Lesotho, an enclave kingdom in the Republic of South Africa, most startling. 
Buses there have a loudspeaker mounted on the rooftop. The loudspeaker is at­
tached to a microphone inside the bus. Any musically minded passenger or group 
can sing or play instruments over it as they please. It is said that at times the 
results can be quite hilarious. But the music-loving Lesotho people think that 
such music is much better than spending the journey in stuffy silence. Thus travel­
ers in the bus and others along the road are treated to quite an experience by 
the ‘musical’ buses of Lesotho.
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‘Happy Those Hungering and 
Thirsting for Righteousness’

ALL persons on earth might be said to 
hunger and thirst for one thing or 

another. Large numbers daily hunger for 
literal food and drink. Many others have 
a greedy hunger and thirst for pleasures, 
for thrills, for excitement. However, can 
they be said to be truly happy? Is the 
pursuit of sensual pleasures truly satis­
fying? Often it is accompanied with pain, 
as in the case of those who succumb to 
drug addiction, venereal disease or alcohol­
ism.—Gal. 6:7, 8.

Other persons hunger and thirst for 
fame; they want to make a name for 
themselves. Still others have an intense 
hunger and thirst for material riches. And 
not a few hunger and thirst for power over 
their fellowmen in political, commercial or 
religious spheres. Are those who hunger 
and thirst for these things happy? Wise 
King Solomon, who himself had great pow­
er and riches, testified that the striving for 
such things is vanity.—Eccl. 2:1-16.

But there are a hunger and a thirst that 
do lead their possessors to happiness. 
There are a hunger and a thirst for righ­
teousness. These are desires that can be 
properly satisfied. Of this, Jesus said: 
“Happy are those hungering and thirsting 
for righteousness, since they will be filled.” 
—Matt. 5:6.

Even as with the first of the happiness­
es, stated by Jesus in his Sermon on the 
Mount, Luke gives an abbreviated ver­
sion of this happiness: “Happy are you

who hunger now, because you will be 
filled.” (Luke 6:21) Jesus could not 
have referred to physical hunger or hun­
ger for material things. Why not? Because 
his remarks were addressed to his disci­
ples. They were not lacking in food or 
drink, but they were hungering and thirst­
ing for righteousness. Besides, not all who 
hunger and thirst for material things get 
filled. Often frustration and even starva­
tion are the lot of these. It is those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness who, 
in accord with what Jesus said, get filled.

How few today, comparatively speaking, 
hunger and thirst for righteousness! How­
ever, as shown by the surrounding verses, 
the words of Jesus have their primary ap­
plication to those who are heirs of “the 
kingdom of the heavens,” those who hope 
literally to “see God.” (Matt. 5:3, 8) These 
might be said to hunger and thirst for 
righteousness in three basic respects and 
to be happy in that they enjoy a fine con­
dition of well-being because their hunger 
and thirst are being satisfied.

First of all, they hunger and thirst for 
righteousness to prevail in themselves. 
They try as hard as they can to lead righ­
teous lives. With the help of God’s Word, 
his holy spirit and God’s visible organiza­
tion they have been set free from willing 
bondage to sin. While this hunger and 
thirst of theirs will not be completely filled 
until they receive perfect bodies in the 
resurrection, even now they are happy, for, 
like the apostle Paul, they enjoy good re­
sults from applying themselves to have “a 
consciousness of committing no offense 
against God and men.”—Acts 24:16; John 
8:32; 1 John 3:9.

Secondly, their hunger and thirst for a 
righteous standing with God is filled. This 
is because they have exercised faith in the 
ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ. They 
therefore can say with the apostle John: 
“The blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us
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from all sin.” “ If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and righteous so as to forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all un­
righteousness.” Yes, these “have been de­
clared righteous as a result of faith” in 
Jesus’ sacrifice and “by his blood.” What 
a reason for happiness that is!—1 John 
1:7, 9; Rom. 5:1,9.

These anointed Christians also hunger 
and thirst for righteousness in another 
respect, for they hunger and thirst for a 
kingdom that will cause righteousness to 
prevail on earth, and so they keep on 
praying: “Our Father in the heavens, let 
your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom 
come. Let your will take place, as in heav­
en, also upon earth.” Since fulfillment of 
Bible prophecies shows that in the very 
near future they can hope to see God’s 
will done on earth as in heaven, causing 
righteousness to prevail throughout God’s 
universe, they have this added reason to 
be happy even now.—Matt. 6:9, 10; 24: 
1-25:46.

As with so many other words of Jesus 
directed to his footstep followers with 
whom he has covenanted for a kingdom 
and who hope to share heavenly glory 
with him, the principles stated in the hap­
pinesses with which Jesus began his Ser­
mon on the Mount also apply to others of 
his followers whose destiny is an earthly 
one and to whom he referred as his “ other 
sheep.” Theirs is the hope of an earthly 
Paradise where they will have their hun­
ger and thirst for righteousness complete­
ly fulfilled.—John 10:16.

Those who are in line for this earthly 
destiny and who are living today were pic­
tured by certain ones whom file ancient 
prophet Ezekiel saw in a vision. They were 
‘sighing and groaning over all the detest­
able things that were being done in the 
midst of Jerusalem.’ (Ezek. 9:4) These 
have a keen love of righteousness and are 
very distressed, both because of their own
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sins and shortcomings and because of the 
gross wickedness that is rampant in the 
earth today.—Matt. 24:12; 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

Because of their good heart condition 
Jehovah God hears their sighing and 
groaning and by means of his Witnesses he 
helps these to satisfy their hunger and 
thirst for righteousness. With the help of 
God’s Word, spirit and visible organization 
they see their need to repent of their for­
mer course of action and convert or turn 
around to the doing of God’s will. By dedi­
cating themselves to do God’s will and to 
follow the example set by Jesus, and by 
getting baptized they acquire a good con­
science, even as we read: “That which 
corresponds to this is also now saving you, 
namely, baptism, (not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, but the request made 
to God for a good conscience).” This re­
sults in happiness.—1 Pet. 3:21; 2:21.

Their hunger and thirst for righteous­
ness is also satisfied in that they have an 
acceptable standing before Jehovah God. 
How so? Because by exercising faith 
in Christ’s ransom sacrifice they have 
“washed their robes and made them 
white.”—Rev. 7:14.

Even as do Christ’s “brothers” with 
whom they are associated, they earnestly 
strive to live righteous lives. They also 
have firm faith in the early end of this 
wicked system of things, to be followed 
by ‘a new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness is to dwell.’—2 Pet. 
3:10-13; Matt. 25:40.

Both Christ’s brothers and those of the 
“other sheep” are having their hunger and 
thirst for righteousness satisfied now in 
another respect. In the true Christian con­
gregation today the King Jesus Christ ‘is 
reigning for righteousness itself and princes 
are ruling for justice itself.’ Jehovah God 
has appointed in his visible organization 
'peace as overseers and righteousness as 
task assigners.’—Isa. 32:1; 60:17.
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Witchcraft in School
#  High schools in Fresno, Cal­
ifornia, have introduced a 
course in witchcraft and black 
magic. Although the courses 
are said to cover these subjects 
only as literature, they are 
awakening deep interest. Con­
sequently the sale of books on 
black magic, witchcraft and 
devil worship are booming in 
the area. One bookstore owner 
observed: “I don’t know how 
deep they go into it in class, 
but they certainly get these 
kids interested in witchcraft 
and devil worship.”

SST Endangers Environment
#  Recently the United States 
bowed out of the race to mar­
ket a supersonic airliner. Only 
the planes jointly produced by 
Britain and France and the 
one produced by Russia are 
planned for production. Test 
models of each are now flying. 
Opponents of the SST have 
expressed fears about the det­
rimental effect it could have 
on the environment. Recently 
Dr. Harold Johnston, the man 
who was first to measure the 
rate at which nitric oxide 
breaks down ozone, added his 
voice to the opponents. He esti­
mated that, because of the al­
titude at which they fly, a fleet 
of 500 SST’s that operated, on 
an average, seven hours a day 
could seriously affect the pro­
tective ozone layer that shields 
the earth from ultraviolet rays.

JULY 22, 1971

The nitric oxide from the ex­
haust of the planes, he said, 
would reduce by half the 
ozone content of the atmo­
sphere in the space of one year. 
The result, he said, would be 
that “all animals of the world 
would be blinded if they lived 
out of doors during the day­
time.” This would be due to 
the great increase in ultravio­
let rays. His associates went 
further and said the ultraviolet 
rays would be so intense that 
they would kill all plant life 
except what is growing under­
water. His view has increased 
the concern of many over the 
manufacturing of this plane.

Warning to Pencil Chewers 
<%> People have been repeated­
ly assured that wooden lead 
pencils do not contain lead. 
But now the New York Health 
Department’s Bureau of Lead 
Poisoning is warning people 
against chewing wooden lead 
pencils. It turns out that some 
pencils have a lead content in 
their paint that is as high as 
30 percent. This finding result­
ed when an inspector traced 
to a lead pencil the lead poison­
ing of a twenty-month-old in­
fant. It had been chewing on 
a pencil.

Water Problem
<$> While parts of Mexico and 
the United States suffer from  
insufficient water because of 
a severe d ro u g h t, B r itish

homes have a good supply of 
water, but it is not always 
safe to drink. Two Liverpool 
university research workers 
claim that in some cases the 
chemical levels are above in­
ternational safety limits. W a­
ter samples from 43 towns and 
boroughs were taken and ex­
amined by the researchers. 
They found relatively high lev­
els of lead in the drinking 
water of Gateshead, Newcas­
tle and Motherwell. The men 
warned that aches and pains 
and other symptoms could be 
due to the water supply.

Catholic Protests
<$> A  crowd of about 2,000 
Catholics protested in the Vati­
can against the liturgical re­
forms recently made by the 
Church. The New York Daily 
News reported: “Many of the 
traditionalists today were open­
ly hostile to the 73-year-old 
pontiff after it was announced 
that he had refused to receive 
them in an audience.” This 
is the second demonstration 
within a year against Pope 
Paul for his liturgical reforms.

Is This Christianity?
<$> Some religious leaders who 
profess to be Christian have 
the idea that even pagan forms 
of worship should be approved. 
An Am erican Benedictine 
monk, David F. K. Steindl- 
Rast, observed: “The future 
lies in a Christian seeing that 
when he really is a Christian, 
then he is also immediately a 
Buddhist and a Hindu.” While 
the ecum enical viewpoint 
might be approved by some 
persons, it is not in harmony 
with the Bible, which shows 
that God approves only wor­
ship that is in full harmony 
with truth. «

Business in the Synagogue
<§> According to a former pres­
ident of the Rabbinical Assem­
bly, the American synagogue 
is “in a state of spiritual in­
solvency.” This was his con­
clusion because of the growing 
attention that the synagogues
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are giving to fund-raising ac­
tivities. He observed that space 
in synagogues is rented to ca­
terers, who dominate the syn­
agogues with parties and wed­
dings. He viewed the bazaars 
and bingo of synagogues as 
“degrading and cheapening the 
spiritual standards of syna­
gogues.”

Watch Out for Trucks
<$> While truck drivers are 
usually better drivers than the 
average autom obile driver, 
there are reasons to be wary 
of them. The National Observ­
er of June 7, 1971, observed: 
“There is evidence that signif­
icantly large numbers of long­
distance truck drivers take 
amphetamines and drink while 
driving. Many pilot seriously 
defective m achines. M any  
force themselves to stay at the 
wheel after fatigue has made 
them dangerous.” In the Unit­
ed States during 1969 there 
were, according to the Nation­
al Safety Council, 725,000 ac­
cidents involving large trucks, 
with a death toll of 4,700 per­
sons. It is well to realize that 
a 70,000-pound truck coming 
toward you deserves cautious 
respect.

Planting Trees with a Gun
<$> The helicopter has been 
widely used to reseed harvest­
ed forestlands, but now meth­
ods are changing. By means 
of a special gun, a man on 
foot can shoot into the ground 
fertilized capsules containing 
two-inch seedlings. In one day 
a man can, with this method, 
plant up to 2,500 trees.

Super-Fast Train
#  W est Germ an Scientists 
have produced the prototype 
of a train that is expected to 
speed between German cities 
at 350 miles an hour. It is 
an electromagnetic train that 
hovers over two steel rails and 
is propelled by a linear electric 
motor. It is said to be clean, 
silent and fast.

Seeking Chemical-Free Food
<$> Throughout the United  
States there is a growing de­
mand for foods that are free 
of chemicals. This is causing 
a boom for stores selling 
“health foods” or “organic 
foods,” even though, in some 
localities, their prices are 150 
to 250 percent more than in 
a regular market. The higher 
prices are said to be because 
the foods are produced in 
smaller quantities. There, is al­
so a higher rate of spoilage 
when preservatives are not 
used.

Fundamentally Dishonest
<$> Customs officials find that 
many “reputable” people are 
fundamentally dishonest. They 
will try all manner of schemes 
to avoid paying duty on pur­
chases made abroad. Report­
ing on this, the New York 
Sunday News said: “Multi­
millionaires, royalty, govern­
ment officials, judges, diplo­
mats and even men of the 
cloth have been nabbed as 
amateur smugglers.”

Group Sex
#  In a growing number of 
places in the United States 
clubs are being formed for 
the purpose of engaging in 
group sex activities or wife 
swapping. The members like 
to refer to their immoral ac­
tivity as “swinging.” Dr. Gil­
bert D. Bartell, associate pro­
fessor of anthropology, has 
written a book on the subject. 
He estimates: “The total num­
ber of organized and unorga­
nized American swingers is 
estimated at 2 million and 
growing.” Advertisements are 
placed by swinging couples 
and clubs in fifty national mag­
azines and hundreds of local 
publications. The members con­
sist of married and single per­
sons. The growing popularity 
of group sex is further evi­
dence of the general moral 
breakdown occurring earth  
wide.

Long Pregnancy
<$> A  twenty-eight-year-old Brit­
ish woman reportedly gave 
birth to a baby girl after a 
th irteen -m on th  pregnancy. 
Both were said to be in good 
condition. Her doctor stated 
“I thought a 13-month baby 
was impossible, but the facts 
have been checked by others.”

Cholera Epidemic 
#  With more than five million 
refugees flooding India from  
East Pakistan and living in 
unsanitary conditions, it is not 
surprising that an epidemic 
of cholera has broken out. Al­
ready more than 8,000 persons 
have died. Vultures, dogs and 
crows fight over the bodies left 
along the roadsides by rela­
tives too frightened of the dis­
ease to bury them. The human 
tragedy of the refugees is 
great.

Doctors Recommend Wine
<$> Wine in moderate amounts 
was recommended by a group 
of thirty doctors. Dr. Robert 
C. Stepo of the Chicago Medi­
cal School said: “I would high­
ly recommend wine in hospital 
diets. . . . For normal utiliza­
tion a food product is highly 
recommended over a drug prod­
uct.” He recommends wine 
over sedatives for calming pa­
tients. A  half dozen Chicago 
hospitals are serving wine with 
meals. Among its various bene­
fits, the team of doctors ob­
served that wine aids the heart 
patient by relaxing the small 
blood vessels and reducing 
cholesterol in the blood; it 
aids patients in recovering 
from surgery of the intestinal 
tract; it adds iron to the diet 
and stimulates the appetite. 
Its alcohol content is relatively 
low, but it has about two hun­
dred other ingredients, the doc­
tors said.

Dangerous Blood
<$> Reporting on the hazards 
of transfused blood, the Phila­
delphia Inquirer of May 25, 
1971, observed: “A  catalog of
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the dangers lurking in hospital 
blood these days would pro­
voke all but the comatose to 
pick up their beds and walk. 
The commonest ailment lurk­
ing in donated blood, of course, 
is hepatitis. One study reports a 
serum hepatitis rate of 8.7 per­
cent, or 75,000 cases a year. 
Of these, 10,000 are fatal.,, The 
paper went on to point out 
that hepatitis occurs in more 
than 65 percent of transfused 
patients in Tokyo. Another 
transfusion risk is malaria, in­
cluding now a highly virulent 
form of it. There is also a 
parasite brought back by Viet­
nam veterans that is accom­
panying the blood they sell.

Hospital Responsibility
<§> Because of an American 
court decision that held a hos­
pital and its medical personnel

responsible for the quality of 
blood given a patient in a 
transfusion, many patients are 
being required to sign a paper 
that releases the hospital and 
personnel from such responsi­
bility. One form frankly ad­
mits that a blood transfusion 
is dangerous. Among other 
things it states: “It has been 
fu lly  explained that blood 
transfusions are not always 
successful in producing a de­
sirable result and that there 
is a possibility of ill-effects 
such as the transmission of 
infectious hepatitis or other dis­
eases or blood impairments.” 
In view of this, one may won­
der why many hospitals and 
doctors want to force this risky 
form of medical treatment on 
people who do not want to 
accept it.

Malnourished Americans 
#  Although m any doctors 
claim that people get sufficient 
vitamins from their diet, a 
nutritional survey ordered by 
the United States Congress in 
1967 indicates that this may 
not be so. As reported in the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer of 
June 2, 1971, Dr. Nathan J. 
Smith “confirmed reports that 
the survey, ordered by Con­
gress in 1967 but not yet re­
leased by the Department of 
Health, Education and W el­
fare, revealed widespread mal­
nutrition among people at all 
income levels.” Preliminary 
reports, he said, revealed that 
Washington state had the high­
est incidence of unacceptable 
levels of vitamin A. It was 
also found that 25 percent of 
the women of this state had 
iron deficiencies.

W Li A  iL m.eaning,
Many are the questions about the meaning of life, such as: What is 

the origin of life? Why do we grow old and die? What hope is there for 
the dead? How can you cope with present problems regarding family 
relations, employment and the high cost of living? Where is this world 
headed?

You can locate the answers to these and many other questions by 
using the “Watch Tower Publications Index 1966-1970.“ This index 
will direct you to answers in the Watch Tower publications. For example, 
it will direct you to any subject discussed in the “Awake!” and 
“Watchtower” magazines for the past five years. It also has over 130,000

references to choice explanations of Bible texts 
and where you can find them in Watch Tower 
publications. Order your copy today. It will be 
sent for $1.

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN, N .Y . 11201

Please send me the Watch Tower Publications Index 1966-1970, 
for which I am enclosing $1.
Name ..................................................................................................— ........
Address .............................................................................................................

State...................................... .......................... Zip Code.............................
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"I saw a wild beast 
ascending out of 

the sea."—Rev. 13:1.

Do you know 
the significance of 

this grotesque beast 
of Bible prophecy?

How can its heads 
be linked with 

outstanding political 
powers?

What does the number 
666 mean?

You can find the answers to these questions 
in the Bible study aids " Then Finished  
the M ystery of G od” and " 'Babylon the Great 
Has FallenI’ God's K ingdom  Rules!” These 
fascinating books can help you to understand 
the highly symbolic Bible book of Revelation.
Between the two of them the entire book of 
Revelation is discussed verse by verse. You 
will find them to be valuable additions to your 
personal library. Request both books (totaling 
1,088 pages) and send only $1.25.

W A T C H T O W E R  1 1 7  A D A M S  ST. B R O O K L Y N ,  N.Y. 1 1 2 0 1

Please send me the two books “ Then Is Finished the Mystery of God”  and “ Babylon the Great 
Has Fallen!”  God’s Kingdom Rules! for which I enclose $1.25. Send also the gift booklets World 
Government on the Shoulder of the Prince of Peace and “ Look! I Am Making All Things New.”

Number and Street
Name ................................................................................ or Route and Box .......... .................. ...........................
City ................................ .................................................. State ..................................... Zip Code .......................

In: A U S T R A L IA :  11 Beresford Rd., Strathfield, N.S.W. E N G L A N D :  The Ridgeway, London N.W. 7.
C A N A D A :  150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 390, Ont. SO. A F R IC A :  Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsfontein, Transvaal.
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