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SATAN

ODAY, right in the center of Christen-

dom, there are many agnostics and
even outright atheists. Why? Many feel
repelled by the hypocrisy they see in the
churches, while some are against the “es-
tablishment,” in which churches play a
major role.

Yet most persons, even atheists, may
find it hard to realize that in Christendom
there are persons who openly worship Sa-
tan the Devil. Nonetheless, it is true.

The religion of Satanism has “churches™
in Christendom, possesses a “bible” and
has ministers and religious rites.

“The Satanic Bible,” written by the
founder of the Church of Satan in San
Francisco, is reported by the Miami Herald
as saying: “Man is an animal that must
serve himself. The so-called seven deadly

sins are virtues because they lead to phys-
ical and mental gratification.”
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“This is a religion of the flesh, not the
spirit,” says one “high priest” of a Satanic
sect.

Satan worship is patterned to a great
extent on voodooism and similar forms of
worship widely practiced in Africa and
South America. These generally employ
sorcery or witchcraft, involving Satan and
also other spirits, demons. (1 Cor. 10:20)
There are many differing “splinter sects”
of Satanism. Nevertheless, all these sects
hold to one thing in common: indulgence
in fleshly desires.

Spiritistic Worship, a* of the

It is easy to see, therefore, why some
persons are attracted to Satanism, with its
emphasis on fleshly gratification. But the
question may arise: Since Satan the Devil
and his demons are spirit persons, not flesh
and blood, why are fleshly practices an
outstanding feature of Satan worship?

It should be remembered that the de-
mons were once righteous angels, ‘sons of
God,” who became perverted, and desired
and engaged in fleshly connections. How?

Before the flood of Noah’'s day, these
angels left their heavenly locality and the
position of service they had with Jehovah
God. Materializing for themselves bodies
in the form of men, they married good-
looking human women. For spirit crea-
tures, whom Jesus said do not marry, this
was unnatural, a perversion. Though they
dematerialized at the time of the Flood
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and returned to their spiritual abode, God
debased them in disfavor, but let them live
until his due time for their destruction.
During Jesus Christ's ministry on earth
they were still expressing their perverted
characteristics by possessing or inhabiting
humans.—Gen. 6:1, 2; Mark 1:32-34; Luke
8:26-34; Jude 6, 7; 2 Pet. 2:4.

How could angels, intelligent creatures,
be thus perverted, degrading themselves?
This is not so hard to understand when
we observe intelligent humans, not only
engaging in illicit sex relations, but per-
vertedly reveling in homosexuality and
even bestiality.—Lev. 18:22, 23.

Appropriately, the Bible calls the prac-
tice of spiritism a ‘work of the flesh.” (Gal.
5:19, 20) It is no surprise, therefore, to
read, in a report regarding one cult, that
the celebration of their so-called “black
mass” may be in the form of a “lust mass,”
at which the priest may have sexual inter-
course with the nude woman whose body
serves as the altar. Then each male mem-
ber of the congregation follows him in the
act, after which the men and women of
the congregation may participate in a sex-
ual orgy.

Primarily Against God

Statements of Satanist leaders show the
desire to do things as shocking as possible
in order to make a mockery of the wor-
ship of God. This, of course, carries out
the will of Satan and the demons. They
certainly must delight in seeing God'’s in-
telligent creatures thus degrade them-
selves. The “worshiper,” however, is cer-
tainly treading on perilous ground.

Satan worshipers not only engage in
shocking violation of the commands of
God’s Word the Bible. They also go con-
trary to their own human nature and con-
science by their perversion. (Rom. 2:14,
15) And they violate the standards of de-
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cency of the society in which they live.

Here is how the Bible describes such
persons, particularly those who previously
claimed to serve God (as many Satanists
did, having come from Christendom’s re-
ligions) :

“Although they knew God, they did not
glorify him as God nor did they thank him,
but they became empty-headed in their rea-
sonings and their unintelligent heart be-
came darkened. Although asserting they
were wise, they became foolish and turned
the glory of the incorruptible God into some-
thing like the image of corruptible man and
of birds and four-footed creatures and
creeping things. Therefore God, in keeping
with the desires of their hearts, gave them
up to uncleanness, that their bodies might
be dishonored among them, even those who
exchanged the truth of God for the lie and
venerated and rendered sacred service to
the creation rather than the One who cre-
ated, . . . That is why God gave them up to
disgraceful sexual appetites, . working
what is obscene and receiving in themselves
the full recompense, which was due for their
error. And just as they did not approve of
holding God in accurate knowledge, God
gave them up to a disapproved mental
state, to do the things not fitting.”—Rom.
1:21-28.

A Deadly Danger

It is unwise, yes, deadly dangerous, for
anyone to get drawn into contact with
such demonic influence, even through cu-
riosity. A person is risking the danger of
being ensnared in contaminating fleshly
practices. But even worse, he is deliberate-
ly associating with those who blaspheme
Jehovah the true God, the Creator and
Universal Sovereign. The Bible specifical-
ly warns that God's anger will blaze
against one thus sharing in such works of
darkness.—Eph. 5:3-7.

God cleared out the Canaanites from
the Promised Land because of these very
same detestable practices, and he told Is-
rael: “You must not walk after other
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gods, . .. (for Jehovah your God in your
midst is a God exacting exclusive devo-
tion,) for fear the anger of Jehovah your
God may blaze against you and he must
annihilate you from off the surface of the
ground.” (Deut. 6:14, 15; Lev. 18:24, 25)
Why should anyone want to put himself in

ESIDES those few “Satanists,” who
Bopenly worship Satan the Devil, are
there others who give him worship with-
out acknowledging or even knowing it?

If we turn to the Bible we can readily
see the danger of doing so. The Bible says:
“The whole world is lying in the power
of the wicked one,” and, “The god of this
system of things has blinded the minds
of the unbelievers.” (1 John 5:19; 2 Cor.
4:4) It also tells us that one of Satan’s
chief weapons is deception.—1 Tim. 2:14;
Rev. 12:9.

Since Satan is described in the Bible as
“the god of this system of things,” it logi-
cally follows that he exercises an overrid-
ing power in the political, commercial and
social affairs of this world. In attempting
to fight against God, then, his control
must take in some men of influence, other-
wise he could never maintain an organized
opposition to the truth and the enlighten-
ment of people to God’'s purpose.

Would it then be in Satan’s interests to
have everyone he controls wholly degrad-
ed to the animal level by debauchery, or
insane with demon possession? Obviously
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such a position with the Almighty God?
—1 Cor. 10:22.

On the other hand, a person may not
be a Satanist and yet, due to not being
informed by a study of the Bible, may un-
knowingly be rendering worship to Satan.
How can this be?

not. After all, many persons are not in-
clined to such extremes. Neither would it
fit Satan’s purpose for all such to admit,
or even to know, that they worship the
Devil. Being deceptive, he would certainly
prefer to have many intelligent and ca-
pable men who, while having his selfish
spirit, appear, at least, to be respectable,
principled persons. Why so? Because such
persons may more readily influence and
sway others associated with them.

How does a person, although thinking
he may be serving God, come under Sa-
tan’s control and actually render worship
to Satan?

The Spirit of Independence

A person may be religious. At the same
time that person hiay consider the Bible to
be “out of date” or even ignore it. He may
reject the Bible’s standards and set up his
own standards as to what is good and what
is bad.

An illustration of this attitude is found
in the argument by a “homosexual mili-
tant,” writing in the New York Times. He
said: “ ‘Moral’ and ‘immoral’ are judgmen-
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tal terms relative to time, place, and the
needs of the majority. For example, vari-
ous societies and eras have defined anti-
semitism and anti-black programs as mor-
al while others have not.”

Granted, even a murderer might call
himself moral. But this “homosexual mili-
tant’s” argument simply expresses the
spirit of self-determination described ear-
lier. He rejects God’s law against homo-
sexuality. (1 Cor. 6:9, 10; Lev. 18:22)
Instead of proving that such course of
self-determination is right, this argument
actually illustrates why individuals or even
entire societies really are not qualified to
determine the standards by which men
shall live.

Who, then, can determine this? Only
God, who fully knows man’'s makeup and
needs. He alone is qualified to tell his
creatures how they must comport them-
selves.

The spirit of self-determination abounds
today, with factions and individuals de-
manding unrestricted independence. They
may not know it, but this was the very
basis' on which Adam and Eve rebelled
against God. This spirit caused their re-
bellion and alienation from God and
brought death upon the human race. The
sin they committed in eating the fruit for-
bidden by God may seem like so small an
act. Small in itself, yes, but enormous in
its significance and consequences.

In this connection, note what The Jeru-
salem Biblejn
2:17, comments concerning the tree of
knowledge of good and evil, whose fruit
the human pair were not to eat:

“This knowledge is a privilege which God
reserves to himself and which man, by
sinning, is to lay hands on, 3:5, 22. Hence
it does not mean omniscience, which fallen
man does not possess; nor is it moral dis-
crimination, for unfallen man already had it
and God could not refuse it to a rational
being. It is the power of deciding for him-
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self what is good and what is evil and of
acting accordingly, a claim to complete mor-
al independence by which man refuses to
recognise his status as a created being. The
first sin was an attack on God’s sovereignty,
a sin of-pride.. .. ”

By the action they took in attacking
God’s sovereignty, whom were Adam and
Eve following and serving? To whom were
they, in fact, looking as wise and more
worthy of obeying than God, and, there-
fore, worshiping? Was it not Satan the
Devil, who deceptively seduced Eve into
her bad course?—John 8:44; 2 Cor. 11:3.

In reality, a person who strikes out for
complete independence, setting up his own
standards, is refusing to recognize that he
is a created being, a creature of the Cre-
ator. And yet, he can never escape the
fact that he is subject to many things, in-
cluding both physical and moral laws. If
he tries to ignore these laws, he soon
comes into a clash with natural forces,
resulting in sickness or calamity. Or he
encroaches upon the rights of others, and
meets with trouble.

Man-made Wisdom Exalted

It is a mistake, then, to think that the
small groups who carry on wild, licentious
rites in the name of Satan are the only
ones worshiping Satan. The Satan wor-
shipers say that their religion is a ‘reli-
gion of the flesh.” Others may not engage
in such fleshly debauchery. But such per-
sons may be focusing on their own will,

its footnote on Genesis

exalting their own mentality. Or they may
look to the wisdom of other men and fol-
low it without consideration of God's will
and standards as set forth in the Bible.
Anyone doing this makes himself, or man’s
wisdom, a sort of god. Perhaps without
realizing it, he actually denies God’s sov-
ereignty over him and may prove a more
useful tool of the Devil than the outright
‘Satan worshiper.’
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As Romans 6:16 plainly states: “Do you
not know that if you keep presenting your-
selves to anyone as slaves to obey him,
you are slaves of him because you obey
him, either of sin with death in view or
of obedience with righteousness in view?”
Licentious or not, a person who disregards
God’s Word is doing the will of God's ad-
versary the Devil.

What are some of the snares that can
entrap one trusting in human wisdom?
Well, a person, ignoring what the Bible
says about the kingdom of God as the
remedy for injustice, may be induced to
become involved in some “equality” group,
political conflict, or like product of man-
made thinking. Or, rejecting as impracti-
cal the Bible counsel to love one’s neigh-
bor, he might adopt the attitude that ‘it's
every man for himself' and follow a com-
pletely selfish, materialistic way of life.

Becoming involved in such things leads
a person away from God and from accep-
tance of the good news of God’'s kingdom.
—Jas. 4:4.

Then there is the theory of evolution.
It is another human philosophy that finds
no support in the Bible. A person adopting
such philosophy may be sincere. But he
should ask himself, To what may it lead
me? The theory denies an intelligent Cre-
ator and as a consequence denies respon-
sibility to his righteous standards. Such
a belief puts one at odds with God.

Where Christendom's Religions Stand
In view of the above evidence, it can
be seen that a person may be a member
of one of Christendom’s many religious
sects, claiming to be a worshiper of God
and a follower of Jesus Christ, and yet
unwittingly be giving his actual devotion
and worship to the Devil. This fact was
noted in an article by the religious editor
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of the Miami Herald of July 11,1970, who
reported:

“Some readers who responded to the story
[published earlier] on the Church of Satan
were shocked at the view on sexual activity
and the expression of those views. Yet in
the last three months such ‘orthodox’ Chris-
tian denominations as the United Presbyte-
rian Church, the Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca, and the United Church of Christ have
published reports giving varying degrees of
approval to intercourse outside of marriage
and homosexual activity.

“Two of these denominations are joint
publishers of a magazine for church youth
workers in which in a recent issue a graphic
account of a ‘petting party’ is given and
the action approved as a healthy attitude
toward teen-aged sexual development.”

“ ... Nearly all denominations have begun
to put more stress on giving all men enough
food, clothing, shelter and health to enjoy
life [thereby slighting spirituality and the
education of the people in God’'s Word].

“Some people view this as the inroads of
Satan worship since, according to the Sa-
tanic Bible, ‘Man, the animal, is the godhead
to the Satanist’ and the aim of religion is
to make man happy through gratifying all
his physical desires.”

With these facts in view, the writer
concludes: “We all may be more pagan
than we like to think!”

Real Freedom Found in Service of God
If we truly want to serve God, we must
believe what he says about the way that
peace, health and enjoyment of life will
come about. We need to realize, too, that
what the wise writer of Ecclesiastes said
is true of this present system of things in
which we live, namely, “that which is
made crooked cannot be made straight.”
(Eccl. 1:15) Yes, this system of things is
too shot through with selfishness to be
reformed or redeemed. As evidence, con-
sider the ever-increasing problems of
crime, poverty, pollution and drugs.
Therefore, those who accept the truth
from God’'s Word recognize that only the
wisdom from God can guide mankind in
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the right way, not the wisdom that is
“earthly, animal,” and guided by the de-
mons, therefore “demonic.” (Jas. 3:15,16)
They look to the Messianic kingdom of
God to destroy Satan and those who mani-
fest his spirit. They trust in it to set
straight the affairs of mankind.

The apostle Paul pointed forward to the
time when “the creation itself also will
be set free from enslavement to corrup-
tion and hive the glorious freedom of the
children of God.” (Rom. 8:21) Indepen-
dence from God does not bring true free-
dom or happiness. For is it not true that
the things that really make life worth liv-
ing are “love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
kindness, goodness, faith, mildness, self-
control”? Against such things, the apostle
says, “there is no law.” These things are
the fruitage of God's spirit and can be

HOSE who have
become true
Christians are said to have been ‘delivered
from the authority of the darkness.” (Col.
1:13) The ruler over this darkness is iden-
tified by the Bible’'s words at Ephesians
2:2. There the apostle Paul says that, be-
fore becoming Christians, the members of
the Ephesian congregation had “walked
according to the system of things of this
world, according to the ruler of the au-
thority of the air, the spirit that now op-
erates in the sons of disobedience.”
The apostle specifically named this pow-
erful ruler when counseling these Chris-
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practiced without restriction. That is real
freedom, and it can be enjoyed even now.
—Gal. 5:22, 23.

Is that not the freedom that would ful-
fill your heart's desire? By learning from
God's Word and practicing these good
things now, under the guidance of God'’s
spirit, we can put ourselves in line for life
in God’s new order, when these fine quali-
ties will dominate in the affairs of all man-
kind. Yes, we can thus come in line to en-
joy the “glorious freedom of the children
of God.” What greater honor and free-
dom could there.be than that of being the
children of the Creator and Owner of the
universe!—Ps. 19:7-11.

But, even after having accepted whole-
heartedly God’'s Word as our guide in life,

is there still danger of being used by God’s
adversary?

tians to “put on the complete suit of armor
from God that you may be able to stand
firm against the machinations of the Dev-
il.”—Eph. 6:11, 12.

The Christian, therefore, needs to ex-
ercise the greatest watchfulness and cau-
tion. He may be carrying out God's re-
quirements in many respects. Yet, if he
relaxes his vigilance, he, too, may sud-
denly and inadvertently be brought into
doing Satan’s will. The apostle Peter ad-
monished: “Keep your senses, be watch-
ful. Your adversary, the Devil, walks about
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like a roaring lion, seeking to devour
someone.”—1 Pet. 5:8.

Some Christians in the congregation at
Ephesus evidently had not been watchful.
They were being deflected from the truth.
Paul wrote Timothy to instruct and help
such ones, that “they may come back to
their proper senses out from the snare of
the Devil.” (2 Tim. 2:24-26) Now, a snare
is not something that its victim walks into
with open eyes. It is well hidden. Sud-
denly, without warning, the trap is sprung,
and the unsuspecting victim is then too far
into it to escape without help. So with
Satan’s snare, the individual is caught un-
awares. More seriously, however, he may
actually be caught in the snare and still
not be aware of it. He may even unwitting-
ly serve Satan’s purposes, being deceived
into thinking he is doing right.

Some of Satan’s Snares

A case in point is an incident involving
the apostle Peter. Jesus had told his dis-
ciples that he was going to suffer at the
hands of the Jewish religious leaders and
be put to death. This was the course his
Father had set out for him. Jesus knew
that for him even to entertain a thought
of avoiding this sacrificial death would be
a sin. But Peter, doubtless with good in-
tent, drew Jesus aside, saying: “Be kind
to yourself, Lord; you will not have this
destiny at all.” Turning his back on Peter,
Jesus replied: “Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling block to me, because you
think, not God’'s thoughts, but those of
men.”—Matt. 16:21-23.
, Here Peter fell into the snare of Satan,
and was unwittingly himself a “satan” or
“resister” of Jesus. His case emphasizes
our need to listen to what God's Word
says, to have accurate knowledge of it,
following it, not human sentimentality,
emotion or reasoning.

Again, the Bible gives warning when
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it counsels married couples about giving
each other the marriage due: “Do not be
depriving each other of it, except by mu-
tual consent for an appointed time, that
you may devote time to prayer and may
come together again, that Satan may not
keep tempting you for your lack of self-
regulation.” (1 Cor. 7:5) Balance, good
sense, must be observed, even when de-
voting time to some special service of
God. Otherwise, as in the case of a mar-
ried couple, their abstinence from giving
the sexual due could give the Devil an
opportunity to tempt one or both parties,
through passion, to wrong thoughts or
actions toward someone of the opposite
sex.—Matt. 5:28; 1 Cor. 6:9, 18.

Snares for the Congregation

That an entire congregation, and par-
ticularly those responsible for its over-
sight, must guard against being over-
reached by Satan is illustrated in the case
of the early Christian congregation in
Corinth. One of its members had fallen
into gross immorality. Instead of clearing
out this wickedness, the congregation was
falling into Satan’s snare, being puffed up
rather than feeling sad about the case.
The apostle Paul instructed the congrega-
tion to expel the wicked man.—1 Cor. 5:
1-5, 13.

Later, the man repented and changed
his course, after a period of being dis-
fellowshiped. Now Paul wrote the congre-
gation, exhorting them to forgive the man
and receive him back, in order that, as he
said, “we may not be overreached by Sa-
tan, for we are not ignorant of his de-
signs.” Yes, Christians must not forget
what Satan’s designs are. In the first in-
stance, the congregation had been lax, not
careful to maintain cleanness in the con-
gregatigp. But now there was danger of
swinging to the other extreme—becoming
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hard, harsh and unforgiving to the truly
repentant one. This would have suited the
Devil’s purpose equally well and cost them
God's favor.—2 Cor. 2:5-11; Matt. 6:14,
15; Jas. 2:13.

Wrong Desire and Pride

Wrong desire can be an insidious snare
of Satan. Judas Iscariot is an example.
When first chosen as an apostle of the
Lord Jesus Christ, he manifested the qual-
ifications for the office. But Judas became
covetous, greedy. He began to steal from
the fund that Christ and his apostles used
for expenses. With this start, Satan was
able to lead him farther and farther into
the development of a wicked heart, until
finally he betrayed the Lord. He lost ev-
erything, becoming “the son of destruc-
tion.”—John 12:3-6; 13:18-27; 17:12; 18:
2-5.

Pride is also one of Satan’s most pow-
erful instruments. It can ensnare even the
righteous man into stumbling, and worse,
can bring trouble upon others. Because he
recognized pride as one of Satan’s devices,
the apostle Paul specifically ruled out the
appointment of a newly converted man to
the position of overseer in a congregation,
“for fear that he might get puffed up with
pride [at being so suddenly elevated to an
office of prominence and responsibility]
and fall into the judgment passed upon
the Devil.”—1 Tim. 3:2, 6.

The Devil's unrelenting determination
is to defame God's name. Because the con-
duct of any man appointed to oversight in
a congregation reflects on the entire con-
gregation and upon Jehovah God himself,
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he is required to be a man having “a fine
testimony from people on the outside.”
He should be one who really lives up to
the name of a Christian in morals, in busi-
ness dealings, in family, in neighborliness,
in hospitality and in loving-kindness. Oth-
erwise, if appointed to office, he might
“fall into reproach and a snare of the
Devil.”—1 Tim. 3:7.

Yes, if a man open to accusation of un-
righteous practices by persons outside the
congregation should be placed prominent-
ly in the Christian congregation as a shep-
herd and teacher, what an opportunity
this would give opposers to revile! (Com-
pare 1 Timothy 5:14, 15.) Satan would
delight in seeing such a snare succeed, to
Jehovah's reproach.

Therefore, let those serving Jehovah
God put on the complete suit of armor
from God. “Keep on the watch and pray-
ing, in order that you do not come into
temptation.” Use “every form of prayer,”
that is, supplication, thanksgiving and in-
tercession. Also “keep awake with all con-
stancy and with supplication in behalf of
all the holy ones.” Depend on Jehovah
and his ruling king Jesus Christ. Have
genuine concern for one another, thus
avoiding any extremes or the creeping in
of wrong desire. This true Christians must
continue to do, knowing that, because
they stand for Jehovah’'s name, they are
Satan’s chief target. They are not igno-
rant of his ways, but they must keep alert
so that they are not subtly overreached
by that one who is the greatest enemy of
God and of man.—Mark 14:38; Eph. 6:11,
13, 18; Luke 22:31; Rev. 12:9, 17.

BABY!

e Human young are carried inside the mother nine months before
birth and usually weigh less than ten pounds when bom. However,
elephant mothers carry their young from twenty to twenty-two months
before giving birth, the Record for any animal. And what a baby! A
newborn elephant weighs about 200 pounds and is about three feet tall!
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BY "AWAKE!” CORRESPONDENT
P IN BRAZIL

OTS of sunshine, beautiful, inviting
beaches, a spectacular bay with back-
ground of lofty mountains—here is some-
thing that would inspire many persons to
sing! Whether the climate and scenery
have anything to do with it or not, a world
music festival has come into existence in
Rio de Janeiro. Its purpose? To promote
a better understanding among peoples of
all nations through music. What is it like?
The International Popular Song Festival,
founded some five years ago, follows the
general lines of other selected festivals,
such as San Remo’s, in Italy. However,
the idea was to make it, not a “closed-in”
festival, but one with as many people
present as would be feasible—people who
would be not just observers but sharers,
singing freely the songs they liked best.
But, where to hold the Fifth Festival?
An ideal place was the Maracanazinho
Gymnasium, under the shadow of its colos-
sal namesake, the Maracana Stadium, the
world’'s largest. The gymnasium can com-
fortably seat over 30,000 persons. And all
seats would be needed, as the popularity
of this festival has increased with each
passing year. To hold it last year, though,
the festival had to face the problem of the
diminishing quality of music throughout
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the world. Was the festival able
to cope with this challenge?
The festival has two parts,
the national and the internation-
al. The national part was held
October 15-18, 1970, and in it
a song was chosen to represent
Brazil in the international part,
which took place a few days
later, October 22-25. Some
thirty-five nations were repre-
sented last year, covering a

V& large spectrum, from the Ar-

includ-
Sweden,

gentine to Yugoslavia,
ing Hungary, Japan,
the United States and so forth.
Last year the festival was telecast in
color directly to several countries by satel-
lite. It was supposed to reach some, 350
million persons. But, would that many
people really want to see it? David Ras-
kin, president of the American Association
of Composers and Lyricists, expressed his
viewpoint, saying: “Possibly, the highest
commendation of Rio’s Song Festival that
one could make is to say that a large num-
ber of American composers would like to
have seen it in the United States.”

Selecting the Best Songs

For Rio's Song Festival there is a pre-
vious selection of music. Then on two dif-
ferent nights, a group of some twenty
songs is presented, one for each country
represented. Among the thirty-five songs
presented in 1970, twenty were chosen for
the final presentation. Of these, ten are
selected as being the best. Prizes in money
and trophies are given, the main trophy
being a “Golden Rooster,” the symbol of
the festival. Before, in between and after
the presentation of the songs there is a
show, presenting in general beautiful mu-
sic by invited singers and conductors who
are often judges in the contest.
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The selection of the best songs is en-
trusted to an international jury that in-
cludes conductors, musicians, singers, mu-
sic critics and so forth. The jury’s choice,
however, does not always coincide with
the people’s choice. So another jury was
organized last year by lot, a “popular”
jury that chooses songs according to the
people’'s general liking.

In 1970 the two juries came quite close
in their selection, although the opinion of
the official jury is the prevailing one. As
desired by many, the winning songs were
of the romantic type. A ballad from Ar-
gentina about a poor peasant unexpected-
ly won the “Golden Rooster,” followed by
a romantic melody from Yugoslavia. Bra-
zil was third, with a ‘soul’ waltz, a piece
full of contrasts and much screaming.
Trophies were also given for the best
singer, composer, lyricist, conductor, or-
chestrator and combo.

Coping with the Music Downtrend
There is no doubt that music has a
deep hold on people, especially young peo-
ple. The tendency now is to prefer loud,
‘hot’ music with a heavy beat. Provided
they like the sound or rhythm, some
youths are not likely to be concerned with
whether the lyrics'express their own ideas
and beliefs. Christian youths, however,
should remember that popular music has
its dangers. First, there is danger of “hero
worship.” Singers and players are not
heroes, but inexperienced youths tend to
make them so. Thus, when famous singers
Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin recently

died, allegedly from drug abuse, the sug-
gestion was made to name two festival
trophies after them. However, several
judges in charge of minors, meeting in a
symposium at festival time, called this
“the glorification of deplorable examples.”

Second, what do the lyrics say? Do they
express lascivious, immoral thoughts? Do
they have any connection with false reli-
gion, like some “bossa nova” and other
Brazilian music? “Aquarius,” a very pop-
ular song some time ago, glorified astrolo-
gy, a form of divination rooted in pagan
Babylonian religion and a practice con-
demned in the Bible. (Isa. 47:13, 14; Rev.
18:21-23) Thus, songs of this kind are not
fitting for a true Christian.

Youths should also remember that mu-
sic is not the most important thing in life.
So, what about the time and money spent
in swapping records, listening to all the
“newest and hottest releases”? A true
Christian needs to be balanced in this mat-
ter of music also.

The Fifth International Popular Song
Festival itself did not escape the general
downtrend in music. Thus, Wilson Simonal,
a very popular Brazilian singer who pre-
sided over the former festival, said: “The
Fifth Song Festival is so bad, so bad, that
I don't believe the Sixth will be held.”

Many persons thought he had overstated
the matter, but he was obviously referring
to some songs presented both in the na-
tional and in the international part. De-
spite the downtrend in music, we as in-
dividuals can be selective and still enjoy
beautiful music.

'Peltat

A delta is an area of land, usually triangular shaped, built up at the mouth
of a river by the mud and sand it carries there. Its shape accounts for its name,
since delta, the fourth letter of the Greek alphabet, is shaped like a triangle (A).
The Nile delta covers an area of about 10,000 square miles. The Mississippi River
delta includes about 15,000 square miles of area, and the river’s slow current builds

onto the delta and extends
mile every sixteen years.
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it into the Gulf of Mexico at the rate of about
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to HISTORY

HERE is an old saying

that goes something like this: “It
makes a difference whose ox is being
gored.”

The point of this saying is that the
same event can look different to different
people. It depends upon each one's back-
ground and interest in the matter.

It is usually easier for a person to be
generous and unprejudiced about a prob-
lem as long as he is not too closely in-
volved. But what happens if the problem
moves into his own backyard, as it were?
Then he may be prone to view it in a dif-
ferent light.

Nations are like people in this respect,
except that their attitudes affect millions
of persons and the course of world his-
tory. As long as a problem does not touch
a nation directly, it can be very noble and
generous in its outlook. But as soon as
the national interest is directly involved,
it may quickly change its stance.

So it is that two countries can take com-
pletely opposite views of the same prob-
lem or point of history. However, this
does not mean that one (or both) is de-
liberately lying, though that could be the
case. Indeed, they may not even be aware
that they are presenting almost totally
different interpretations of the same
events.

A look at a few historical situations will
reveal that this is true. It will help us to
appreciate that misunderstandings be-
tween nations are almost unavoidable un-
der today’s political systems. It also em-
phasizes how badly all mankind needs a
better system of government.
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Always Friends?

The average citizen of the United States
is aware of certain “facts” about Canada,
the vast country that lies to his north.
But his information may not go much be-
yond knowing that there are descendants
of the British, French and Americans liv-
ing there, that they see the northern
lights, and that the Mounted Police ‘al-
ways get their man.’ If he is old enough
he may have heard about the Dionne quin-
tuplets.

One of such “facts” the average Ameri-
can assumes is that for the past two cen-
turies Canadians as a whole have loved
Americans. Indeed, he may feel that Ca-
nadians would no doubt have been willing
to become a part of the United States
if the British or Canadian governments
would have permitted it. But is this the
way it really was?

A consideration of history from Cana-
da’s viewpoint reveals many things gen-
erally unknown or ignored by most Ameri-
cans. For instance, Americans would find
it difficult to believe that Canadians do
not always think so kindly of their neigh-
bors to the south. This is because most
Americans fail to remember, if they ever
knew, that the first English-speaking Ca-
nadians were ‘Loyalists.’

These ‘Loyalists’ were people who chose
to remain loyal to British rule when
the thirteen American colonies rebelled
against England in the 1770's. While the
colonists regarded their action as a re-
bellion against tyranny, the ‘Loyalists’ re-
garded it as a rebellion against the estab-
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lished ‘law and order.” Again, it depended
upon whose ‘ox’ you were considering.

Anti-British mobs tarred, feathered and
sometimes even murdered the ‘Loyalists,’
who were forced to flee, literally for their
lives. They went to Canada. In most cases
they lost their personal property and lands,
which were confiscated and never paid
for.

The approximately 50,000 or more
Americans who chose to support the gov-
ernment of England understandably did
not like or trust the country from which
they had to flee. And the events of the
next one hundred years did little to change
their minds. Americans twice invaded
Canada, and on at least two other occa-
sions it was the victim of attacks based
in the United States. The people who fled,
who resented, and remembered are the
forefathers of many present-day Canadi-
ans. While they no longer have the same
fears, some resentment still remains.

America Invades Canada

In the early years of the American War
for Independence, it seemed only logical
to the rebelling colonists that the French
in the north would gladly join them in
ousting the British from North America.
So colonial forces invaded Canada. But
despite some early success the invasion
was a failure.

The major obstacle was that the inhabi-
tants of Canada, whether French or ‘Loy-
alist,” did not want to become part of the
new American setup. The Americans con-
sidered this an example of people who did
not know what was good for them. Why,
a chance to throw off the British yoke
and join the free Americans! How could
the Canadians refuse? But they did, and
the invasion began a long era of bitter
feeling between the two countries.

Only a few years later, as part of a
worldwide conflict between England and
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France, the United States and Canada
again came to blows. Americans are taught
that the War of 1812 was fought to pre-
serve the rights of neutrals and maintain
the freedom of the seas. But many Ca-
nadians viewed the matter in a different
light. They believed that the War of 1812
was begun as a pretext for the conquest
of their country.

The Canadians based their conclusions
on such remarks as those made by the
Americans Henry Clay and Andrew Jack-
son. Clay, a statesman and orator, is quot-
ed as saying: “It is absurd to suppose
that we shall not succeed. I am not for
stopping at Quebec or anywhere else but
I would take the whole continent from her
[England] and ask no favor.” Jackson,
a military man, thought that such an ex-
pedition would meet no resistance and
would be, in his words, “a military prome-
nade.”

They were in for a rude shock. The
‘Loyalists’ again were willing to take up
arms and defend Canada for England. In
the war that ensued, the Americans in-
vaded Canada and burned the capitol
buildings at York (now Toronto). How-
ever, they were unable to gain any real
foothold. Toward the close of the war,
partly in retaliation for the burning of
York, the United States capitol at Wash-
ington was burned by the British. But
very few Americans today know about the
American invasion of Canada or what was
done to York. Instead, the burning of
Washington, the defense of Baltimore at
Fort McHenry, and the writing of the
national anthem are given much space in
American history books.

More Troubles
Another quarter of a century passed.

Then the American presidential election
campaign of 1844 led to a further con-
frontation. During this time the phrase
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“Manifest Destiny” came into use. This
term described the American belief in the
inevitable territorial expansion of the
United States, and its right to do so.

It was maintained by some that the
destiny of the United States was to rule
all of North America. This led to a bound-
ary dispute involving a large section of
Canada. Although it was finally settled
by compromise, it appeared to Canadians
as another in the list of attempts by Amer-
icans to gain the whole of Canada.

After the discovery of gold in Alaska
years later, the United States and Canada
engaged in a bitter dispute over the bound-
ary of the Alaskan panhandle. President
Theodore Roosevelt stated that Canadian
claims were “an outrage, pure and simple.”
On the other side, Canadian Sir Wilfrid
said in parliament: “l have often regret-
ted, and never more than on the present
occasion, that we are living beside a great
neighbor who, | believe, | can say without
being unfriendly to them, are very grasp-
ing in their national actions.”

Why do Americans know and under-
stand so little of this background? The
answer lies primarily in the textbooks
used to instruct pupils. These usually gloss
over or ignore the Canadian side and con-
centrate on pride of country at the ex-
pense of historical objectivity. But then,
Canadian textbooks usually do the same
from their viewpoint.

Thus, although both sides report the
part of the truth that suits them, in the
. long run they both suffer from ignorance,
which can and has led to trouble. Yes, “it
makes a difference whose ox is being
gored.”

Relations with Mexico

In past generations the United States
has also had difficulty with its southern
neighbor, Mexico. Both sides have felt that
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their position was not only justifiable, but
right.

The foremost thing to keep in mind
from the Mexican viewpoint is that Mexi-
co, like Canada, is not and does not want
to become an American appendage. Yet,
until recently the course of history since
Mexico’s independence from Spain in the
early 1800's has been one of continued
American interference in Mexican affairs.

Since Mexico’s independence, about half
of her territory has been seized by the
United States. First the area of Texas was
annexed and made a state in 1845. Then
the whole of what is now the southwest-
ern United States was demanded. The
Mexican War of 1846-48 resulted, in which
United States forces invaded Mexico and
occupied the capital, Mexico City. Of this
war, World Book Encyclopedia states:
“Many historians believe the war was an
unnecessary attack on a weaker nation.”

The United States thus forcibly took
from Mexico the regions of California, Ne-
vada and Utah, most of Arizona and New
Mexico, and parts of Colorado and Wy-
oming. These were added to her acquisi-
tion of Texas. All of this was a direct re-
sult of the American idea of “Manifest
Destiny” so prevalent at the time.

Many Americans “remember the Ala-
mo” at San Antonio. There the entire gar-
rison of Americans was Killed by Mexi-
can troops under General Santa Ana. But
most Americans forget, or never did know,
that San Antonio had been part of Mexi-
co. Mexico regarded the battle as the put-
ting down of rebellion in her territory.
America used it as a rallying cry in its
campaign against Mexico, seeming to jus-
tify its intervention in Mexican affairs.

In the early 1900's Mexico underwent a
series of political upheavals. American
business interests seemed to be endan-
gered, so in 1914 United States marines
landed at Vera Cruz and occupied the city.
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This was in direct violation of a treaty
forbidding such acts. Many Americans
were surprised to find how much Mexi-
cans resented this. Two years later Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson sent an army under
General Pershing into Mexico in chase of
the chieftain “Pancho” Villa, who had
raided a town in New Mexico. While
Americans were indignant at Villa's raid,
Mexicans bitterly resented another Ameri-
can invasion of their country.

The last few decades have been le§s
hectic, but Mexicans in general still feel
the pressure of their big neighbor to the
north. They no doubt wish that Ameri-
cans could see themselves as Mexicans see
them. Yes, history looks different to peo-
ple in different countries, for “it makes
a difference whose ox is being gored.”

Indian Affairs

Most Americans have been raised in an
atmosphere depicting American Indians as
“savages” that needed to be crushed to
protect early settlers. With few excep-
tions, in motion pictures, books and maga-
zines the Indians were ‘the bad guys.’

But centuries before any white settlers
came, the Indians had inhabited the Amer-
ican continent. Only in comparatively
recent history, in the 1600's, did white set-
tlers come from Europe, particularly En-
gland. They began pushing inland, west-
ward, from the Atlantic seaboard. And
whose property were they taking? It was
all Indian land. So from the Indians’ view-
point, the settlers’ movement west was
no more than an invasion and stealing of
Indian territory.

The ensuing destruction and ‘resettle-
ment’ of Indian tribes is one of the dark-

est pages in American history. In News-
week, Geoffrey Wolff, reviewing the book
Bury My Heart
it a “damning case against our national
roots in greed, perfidy, ignorance and mal-
ice. The motive force for our theft of land
and identity from the Indians was Mani-
fest Destiny, the belief that white men
were ordained to rule this continent.”
Wolff adds: “The books | review, week
upon week, report the destruction of the
land or the air; they detail the perversion
of justice; they reveal national stupidities.
None of them—not one—has saddened me
and shamed me as this book has.”

Yet, before the European settlers came,
were all the Indian tribes peaceful, co-
operative, free from bloodshed and plun-
der apiong themselves? Not at all, for
many of them were in constant conflict
with each other.

Thus, the events that have taken place
on the North American continent have
been viewed quite differently, according to
who was doing the viewing. But, then, is
it any other way elsewhere? Is it not
true that every nation interprets history
according to its own interests? Almost al-
ways the view is similar to the one de-
clared by a famous American: “My coun-
try, may she always be right; but my
country, right or wrong.”

Such attitudes in all nations have been
responsible for much hostility and blood-
shed. Indeed, history is filled with the
sickening reminders of such misunder-
standing and blunders under man’s rule.
How obvious it is that human government,
however well intentioned, is simply in-
capable of providing a system that brings
true liberty, justice and equality for all.

MOST HELPLESS OF CREATURES

= Human infants are perhaps the most helpless of all living creatures.
They must be fed, washed and dressed. They cannot move far by them-
selves. If it were not for parents, infants would not live long after birth.
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F YOU have ever visited Germany, you

may have noticed, in the suburbs of
cities, large plots of land subdivided into
many small gardens. The entire plot of
land may have from fifty to two hundred
gardens. Much of this land is owned by
associations, and only those belonging to
an association may rent a garden. Others
are privately owned. Much can be learned
about gardening here, so we want to take
you along as we visit Hans. He is a mem-
ber of the board of directors of the local
“Kleingarten” (small garden) association
and serves as adviser for the individual
gardeners.

Lately the gardeners experienced some
trouble. It seems that they had heard a
talk on “mixed culture.” Full of enthu-
siasm, they went to the garden to try out
the suggestions. And the result? Well, it
was a little disappointing to say the least.

“Hello, Hans!” He was suddenly inter-
rupted in his thoughts. “Good morning,
Werner!” he answered. “How is it you
are out so early this morning?”

“Oh, you know how | enjoy working in
the garden. But you're not getting away
from me today. I've several questions for
you to answer. You know about my fiasco
with this ‘mixed culture’ gardening. What
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I'd like to know is just what went wrong
and what | failed to consider.”

“Ja, Werner, that is not so easily ex-
plained. This is because there are many
things that have to be considered. Let's
start with the nature of the soil and the
influence that plants have upon one an-
other.

What Part Does Soil Quality Play?

“Did you know that you aren’'t the only
one working in your garden? Caterpillars,
earthworms, yes, and an army of micro-
organisms in the form of algae, bacteria
and fungi are very helpful to you. All of
your efforts would often be useless if these
microorganisms weren't busy. What good
would it do if you wore yourself out try-
ing to keep the soil loose, and then along
came the next rainstorm and the tiny
granules would all fall back together so
that the ground was once again hard and
impenetrable?”

“But what part do these organisms play
in keeping the soil loose, and how did they
get there in the first place?/

“Don't you always try to enrich the
soil by mixing mature compost into it?
A luxuriant fungus growth results, con-
sisting of an extensive network of fungus
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threads. These small threads with a very
short life-span secure the tiny particles
of soil so that they cannot fall back to-
gether. Later bacteria take over the work,
but they are not the last of their kind to
work on the soil. /

“There is an unbroken chain of life in
many forms prevailing in the soil. These
see to it that the soil is kept in good tilth,
which means that the particles of earth
are preserved so that warmth and water
can get into the ground. At the same time
these microorganisms decompose the ma-
terial in the ground so that the nutritive
value that is in the soil can be released
and made available for the plants.”

“But what does all that have to do with
‘mixed plant culture’?”

“Your question is a good one, and | hope
I can give you a satisfying answer. Per-
haps you remember that during the talk
it was shown that much research was
carried out. Time and again the natural
community life of plants was compared
with growing one type of plant. Professor
Sekera made an interesting discovery. He
found out that there was a much smaller
population of various microorganisms in
the cultivated field. A mixed plant com-
munity, on the other hand, lives with a
high microorganic population in the soil.

“Take a look at the natural forests
—oak, beech, shrubs and that trailing
myrtle or periwinkle that even grows over
the luxuriant moss carpet. Every nook and
cranny is utilized, and yet not one hin-
ders the others. To the contrary! Each
helps the other. And consider that each
tree, yes, each plant has its own escort of
microorganisms. The result of this is that
the soil never gets to the point where it
could become ‘tired’ or unproductive. It
remains in good tilth and healthy.

“The leafy ‘ceiling’ and the falling leaves
serve as a helper for the soil. They pro-
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tect it from the sun’s scorching rays; they
keep it from drying out in the wind and
getting muddy in downpours. This too is
a provision of the forest for keeping the
soil in good tilth.

“Now, you can further such a condition
in a miniature way in your garden. For
example, let's say you planted a bed of
European broad beans. Soon you would
see the individual plants standing rather
lonely side by side. The reason is that they
cannot tolerate hot weather and have very
few branches. There would be no protec-
tive leaf foliage to prevent the scorching
sun from drying out the soil. Gradually
the soil would form a hard crust. The last
drops of moisture would escape from the
soil through the cracks. Carbonic acid,
which the soil has to release for the leaves,
would build up in the ground due to the
hard crust. And soon the remaining micro-
organisms, which had not taken refuge in
deeper layers of earth because of the lack
of moisture, would be poisoned by the
carbonic acid. Yes, even the roots would
be doomed to suffocate.

“However, if you plant spinach between
the rows you would get altogether differ-
ent results. Spinach grows fast and pro-
tects the soil with its wide leaves. Under
this protective ceiling the soil stays moist.
The result will be just the opposite of the
former example. And why? Because of
mixed plant culture.”

“That makes sense. But you see what
little 1've accomplished with my mixed
plant culture.”

The Influence of One Plant upon Another

“Ja, Werner, you've forgotten that
plants are also living things. Plants, the
same as humans and animals, produce se-
cretions in the process of metabolism, and
these can influence other plants beneficial-
ly or adversely.
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“In this matter Dr. Madaus-Dresen
speaks of three different kinds of secre-
tions: smell, root and leaf. Smell and root
secretions are in the form of gases. Leaf
secretions are of organic and inorganic
material found especially on the wet leaves
after dew, rain or fog. These materials go
back into the soil to fulfill their purpose
once again.

“Did you ever smell skunk cabbage?
Some plants cannot stand others because
of the smell they give off. No one could
blame the fennel plant for not wanting
wormwood as a close neighbor. This can
be easily understood when we consider the
results of experiments made by Professor
D. Koegel. He found that the smell secre-
tion of wormwood is so strong that fennel
70 centimeters away grew only to a height
of 5.7 centimeters. But at a distance of
1.30 meters, the fennel reached its nor-
mal height of 39 centimeters. Here the
smell secretion had a retarding effect on
the growth of the partner plant. Taking
this into consideration would be wise when
planting your garden.

“With root secretions other interesting
things were discovered. It was noticed that
the root secretion from one plant had bad
effects on plants of the same kind that
were in its neighborhood. It seems as
though plant secretions from the same
kind of plant are not compatible for the
neighbor plant. In mixed plant culture,
however, the exact opposite was true.”

“Say, Hans, that reminds me of an ex-
ample in the animal kingdom. A farmer
took his cattle to the same pasture year
after year. With time, due to the dung of
the cattle, there were some especially
green spots. The animals refused to eat
this grass. One day he came upon the idea
of pasturing his horse and sheep in this
meadow, and, lo and behold! they ate with
gusto the grass that the cattle had re-
fused to eat.”
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“When | take a look at your bush beans,
I have the feeling that they are just about
as unhappy as the cattle that were always
pastured on the same meadow.

“Try the same thing the farmer did.
Give your bush beans a partner that will
‘eat’ up their metabolic secretions so they
can develop in peace. For them the most
welcome counterpart is savoy. It takes in
their secretions and makes them innocu-
ous, whereas the secretions from savoy
are nutritious for the beans. Also in tak-
ing nutriments from the soil the two com-
plement each other nicely.

“Do you remember the young apple tree
that withered a short time after you had
planted it?”

“Ja, that'’s right! But I can’'t understand
how that was possible. Take a look at that
young cherry tree; it's standing in exactly
the same spot and is growing like a weed!”

“Think about it for just a bit, Werner.
You planted that young apple tree on the
very same spot where the old apple tree
that was blown down in the storm had
stood. In this case it wasn't only the se-
cretion from the roots but also the re-
mains of the leaf secretions that worked
poisonously on the young tree. For the
young cherry tree, though, it's welcome
nutrition.”

“Then how was it possible that the old
apple tree grew so well?”

“What the young tree wasn't able to do,
the old one succeeded in doing. The old
one sent its fine root hairs out far enough
so as to be out of the range of its secre-
tions. It found nutrition in the neighbor-
hood of compatible kinds of plants, and in
this way built a life companionship that
kept it healthy. Naturally you couldn’t see
that.”

“How's that possible?”
“We really know very little about all
this. Humble scientists admit that man
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has a long way to go before he has dis-
covered all the relationships within the
plant's community life. The things already
learned, however, are so informative and
useful that it pays to discuss and apply
them.

How Does Community Life
Affect Insects?

“1 was thinking here of a special effect
that one can produce by gardening with
mixed plant culture. How do you explain
the recent discovery that insect pests can't
spread as easily in mixed timber?”

“Does that have anything to do with
mixed plant culture?”

“By all means! It has been found that
the smell secretions of one plant are a
good defense against insects for its neigh-
bor plant. A very good example—con-
firmed by many biologists and horticul-
turists—is the companionship between the
short-leafed early carrot and leeks.

“The enemy of the carrot is the carrot
fly, whereas the leek suffers from the on-
ion fly and leek moth. If they live together
in companionship, then the strong and
strangely different smell of the partner
plant repels the insects so much that they
do not even attempt to lay their eggs on
the neighbor plant. They take off as fast
as they can to get away from the smell.

“It’s similar with kohlrabi and radishes
in their community life with lettuce. Kohl-
rabi and radishes are greatly afflicted by
earth flies, but when the flies get the smell
of lettuce in their nose they take to flight.
When plants are affected by diseases, one
can usually alleviate the situation by
mixed plant culture.

Community Life in Fruit Plantations
“Now that I've given you a few tips for

your vegetable garden, 1'd like to tell you

a little about an entirely different type of

20

community life. You know how much en-
joyment | have with my fruit trees. A
few ‘Williams Christ’ (Bartlett) pear trees
were my pride and joy. But despite the
fact that they bloomed year after year,
they bore no fruit. It wasn't due to any
lack of bees. One neighbor of mine who
had planted the same kind began to take
them all out. I waited awhile longer and
tried to find the cause.

“Just by chance | happened to get ahold
of a pollinization table. Pollen, you know,
is the dust from blossoms that is needed
to make the plant fruitful. 1 made an in-
teresting discovery. Pears are noted for
self-sterility; that is, the pollen of certain
varieties will not pollinate the same vari-
ety and so are dependent on the pollen
from a different variety of the same kind
of fruit. My ‘Williams Christ' (Bartlett)
needed pollen from the ‘Gellerts Butter
pear.’ Since neither I nor my neighbor
had any of these trees in our garden, the
‘Williams Christ’ couldn’t be pollinated.

“For that reason | got a shoot from
the ‘Gellerts Butter pear’ and grafted it
into the crown of the ‘Williams Christ.’
The following year this shoot bloomed
with the others. The bees took over their
share of the work; pears are one kind of
fruit that can be pollinated only by insects.
What a surprise! A short time later the
trees were hanging full of pears. | had
grown a little wiser.”

“I've found out time and again that
there is much to learn!”

“Ja, Werner, it's just the same as with
the universe. The deeper we penetrate, the
greater and more unfathomable it be-
comes. Everything testifies to the un-
changeable power of the great, all-wise
Creator, to whose laws we have to submit,
because they are everywhere, even in the
community life of plants.”

AWAKE!
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B/"Awake!" correspondent in Germany

S OUR jet tilt-
A ed to give us a
panoramic view of
a maze of lights,
Karin pressed her
face against the
window and ex-
claimed: “There

it is; there’'s Berlin!”

We began to descend, and Karin fixed her
attention on a single row of bright floodlights,
snaking its way through the metropolis. “That
must be the wall!” She made no effort to hide
her emotion.

The plane was about to touch down at Tem-
pelhof Central Airport, the only European air-
port located in the middle of a city. 1 was
excited too. This was my first visit to this di-
vided city, one that has made headlines for
more than twenty-five years. And Karin looked
forward to comparing today’s Berlin with what
she knew ten years ago.

Four Sectors—Four Airports

“It hasn't changed much at all,” explained
Karin, as we arrived at the airport, “and look!
There’s where we waited for our names to be
called out.” Ten years ago, Karin was one of
the million and a half refugees who fled from
East Germany into West Berlin. Most of them
were subsequently flown out to West Germany
on a “place available” basis.

Tempelhof, Berlin's busiest airport, handles
the shuttle service through the three twenty-
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mile-wide air corridors: northwest to
Hamburg, westward to Hannover and
southwest to Frankfurt.

Tegel Airport, located in the
French sector in the north of the city,
was built in ninety-two days during
the Berlin Blockade. It is located on
a site originally used by Wernher
von Braun for the first rocket experi-
ments. Currently being enlarged, Te-
gel is geared for international travel,
as well as for many all-inclusive va-
cation flights that speed Berliners in-
to the sunny south.

Gatow Airport in the British sector
is used exclusively for military pur-
poses. In the Russian sector, Schone-
feld offers flights to Eastern Euro-
pean and Asian centers, generally
featuring lower prices than those on
Western airlines.

“Let’'s go outside and see the Air
Lift Memorial,” Karin suggested.
This is a huge stone monument in
front of the airport. It was erected
on May 12, 1959, in memory of the
seventy-eight persons who lost their
lives during the Berlin Blockade from
June 24, 1948, to May 12, 1949. Dur-
ing those eleven months more them
200,000 flights delivered over two mil-
lion tons of foodstuffs, coal and other
necessities to the West Berliners. On
the 300th day of the blockade, there
were no less than 927 takeoffs and
landings.

Karin, who came from a little town
just outside of Berlin, recalled: “At
that time, there wasn't much to eat
anywhere, in or outside of Berlin.”
What a contrast we noted now as we
sat in a sidewalk cafe for an evening
snack, while planning our next day’s
tour of the city!
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A Unique Political Record

The warm morning sun welcomed us to
the famous boulevard, Strasse des 17.
Juni (Street of June 17). “I remember
June 17, 1953, as if it were yesterday,”
Karin reminisced. “We were on a school
picnic when martial law was declared in
East Germany as a result of the revolts
in many cities, and especially right here
where we're standing.” The street was re-
named to commemorate that demonstra-
tion of the people’s dissatisfaction.

In this parklike area known as Tiergar-
ten (Animal Park) there are a number
of tourist attractions depicting the vari-
ous political costumes that Berlin has worn
in the last century. They seem to have
changed as often as fashion itself.

The 220-foot-high Goddess of Victory
Column in the middle of the boulevard
recalls the victory over the French in 1871
and the era of the kaisers.

Nearby is the rebuilt Reichstag, the
building that served as parliamentary seat
not only during the monarchy, but also
during the Weimar Republic. In 1933 the
Nazis burned this building, accusing the
Communists of setting it afire. As a result,
Hitler was able to get a law passed to wipe
out individual rights.

The Russian memorial, featuring mas-
sive tanks and a huge statue of a soldier,
and still guarded by Soviet sentries, em-
phasizes which army actually took Berlin
in 1945,

As for Berlin's international symbol, the
Brandenburg Gate, it is cut off by the
present political reality. It is just inside
East Berlin. Before the Communists built
the wall, the Brandenburg Gate was the
main crossing point for east-west traffic.

All these different forms of government,
from the monarchy of the kaisers, the
Weimar Republic and Hitler’s Third Reich,
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to the present situation of a divided city
in a divided country in a divided world
have displayed one common denominator:
they have all proved unsatisfactory.

“When we were still here,” Karin re-
called, “the city was divided up into the
four sectors, but it was no trouble at all
to go from one to the other, often with-
out even a check of identification papers.
Even the subway and elevated railway ran
between the sectors. That's how the people
fled from the Communist regime: they
just came from East Germany into Berlin’s
East sector, walked or rode across to one
of the Allied sectors and then registered
at the Marienfelde Refugee Camp. Then
they were assigned out to another camp
or school and eventually flown out.”

On Sunday morning, August 13, 1961,
East German police strung up a barbed
wire fence to hold back the ever-increasing
flood of refugees. The trickles that fol-
lowed were gradually sealed off by a wall
of concrete block ten to twelve feet high,
as well as a system of guards, towers,
watchdogs and mines. Some 60,000 East
Berliners and East Germans were also cut
off from their places of employment in the
three Western sectors.

Today the Berlin Wall zigzags its way
about thirty miles through the city and is
supplemented by about seventy-two miles
of fencing and wall bordering on the East
German frontier. There are seven crossing
points into East Berlin, the most famous
of these being Checkpoint Charlie, for for-
eigners. Two other crossing points are pro-
vided for West Germans, and there are
four for West Berliners possessing special
permits. Along the border there are cross-
ing points leading to three highways fol-
lowing roughly the air corridors to the
Federal Republic, lying one hundred and
six miles from Berlin.

AWAKE!



From Ruins and Refugees to
Present Prosperity

mingled with display windows offering
luxuries of all kinds. The many nightclubs,

“Let’sgo to the refugee camp where we bars and showplaces testify to the current

were billeted,” was Karin’s next sugges-
tion. “It must be along the wall some-
where; | remember my mother being so
worried that my brothers would mistaken-
ly wander over into the Eastern sector.”

Karin immediately recognized the huge
factory building on Flotten Street but was
surprised at
learning of its

present inhabi- e Second Thoughts
tants. This a College
building is now

used to house .

foreigners who
have come to
Berlin to seek
employment.
The presence
of so many Turks, Greeks, Yugoslavians
and Italians underlines the current Berlin
and German economy, which has skyrock-
eted in the last decade. Karin commented:
“And to think, Germany is supposed to
have lost the war.”

We did not find very much of the
“eighty million cubic meters of rubble”
that German historians refer to in describ-
ing postwar Berlin. In fact, the most fa-
mous ruins are on Berlin’s main street.
The Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church pre-
sents modem buildings of blue glass flank-
ing the bombed-out ruins of the old tower,
preserved as a grim reminder of the war.

Opposite the church is the famous
Europe-Center, a city in itself, offering
more than a mile of display windows and
featuring everything from an English pub
to an outdoor skating rink open all year
long. Leading away from this center is
West Berlin’s most famous street, Kur-
furstendamm, which presents a series of
outdoor and heated sidewalk cafes inter-
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God’s Wisdom In Dealing with Mankind.

e Armed Revolt— a Growing Menace.

— In the next issue.

prosperity of the people, while betraying
their love of pleasure.

“But don't let that veneer fool you,”
Karin cautioned. “Let's see if they have
done anything to improve the houses be-
hind these stores.” This was one part of
Berlin that had not changed in the last

ten years.

Housing the
Population

On this tour
of Berlin, Kar-
in filled me in
on some of the
city’'s history.
On April 22,
1930, it was de-
cided to combine seven cities, fifty-nine
rural municipalities and twenty-seven
landed estates into a “new municipality of
Berlin.” This naturally produced much va-
riety. Before the war, Berlin had swelled
to a population of four and a half million
people. They were spread out over 340
square miles, which would easily engulf
Munich, Stuttgart and Frankfurt all to-
gether.

Today, West Berlin has a population of
two and a quarter million in a little more
than half the original area, thereby hud-
dling more than 12,000 people on each
square mile, compared with 600 per square
mile in West Germany.

Housing in Berlin is varied. Older sec-
tions, such as Wedding, crowd up to five
old apartment hogses behind one another
going back from the street, with only a
small courtyard in between. The spacious
villas of Zehlendorf, spread out in the
woods along the Havel River, offer a
refreshing contrast. Following the river
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northward, these mansions dwarf into
small cottage-like homes, such as those in
Heiligensee, nestled between Lake Tegel
and the Havel.

Since the only direction that West Ber-
lin can expand is skyward, huge housing
projects have shot up. The most famous
is Markisches Viertel, designed to house
eventually more than 50,000 persons. Some
twenty architects from different lands
were given the job of designing this proj-
ect. The result: almost twenty miles of
new streets flanked by very unusual, gaily
colored apartment houses, ranging be-
tween three and eighteen stories each, to-
gether with a shopping center, schools and
recreational grounds.

But West Berlin is not all houses and
stores. Almost 17 percent of the area is
woods, 7 percent parks, and as strange as
it may seem, another 17 percent is de-
voted to various kinds of agriculture. Kar-
in and |1 even went horseback riding and
saw where the Berliners go skiing in the
winter.

Changes in Transportation
“How about a boat ride?” Karin sug-

gested. “We often used to take the ferry
to come to Berlin.”

West Berlin’s four lakes combine with
the Havel and Spree rivers and a number
of canals to provide boats with no less
than seventy-one miles of waterways. Pri-
vate boating has become so popular in
Berlin that some persons have claimed
that it is possible to walk across the Havel
River going from boat to boat.

Berlin provides a fine network of public
transportation, including subway, elevated
electric railway and buses. Streetcars have
disappeared from West Berlin's streets,
while still playing a prominent role in the
Eastern part of the city. The sixty miles
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of subway lines currently in use in the
Western sectors whisk an average of more
than 600,000 persons daily through the
city for forty pfennigs (about ten cents)
a fare. Two of these lines pass through
the East sector, but all Eastern stations
along the run are closed except for one,
which is controlled by and serves as a
point of entry into the Soviet sector. The
elevated railway, still Soviet operated even
in the Western sectors, supplements the
subway lines into far comers of the city.

We also got around to seeing some of
Berlin’s museums and old castles. And
the 13,500 animals of Europe’'s largest
zoo heartily welcomed us, while the taci-
turn inhabitants of the continent’s largest
aquarium seemed to pay no attention to
us at all. A panoramic view of the city
from the almost 500-foot-high radio tower
completed our tour. As Karin gazed at the
TV tower in the Eastern sector, she won-
dered who might be looking back at her.

West Germany pours money into the
Allied sectors of Berlin to underline its
claim that West Berlin is the eleventh
state of the Federal Republic. Meanwhile,
the Communists claim that West Berlin
is an independent political unit, while la-
beling East Berlin as the capital of the
German Democratic Republic. The four-
power meetings seem to go on endlessly,
and whenever any important topic in Eu-
rope is discussed, the “Berlin Question” is
usually included. It is a question to which
the nations have found no mutually ac-
ceptable solution.

All too soon we were in our plane again
soaring away from Berlin. But we had
seen many things to talk about. In Karin’s
eyes ten years had indeed brought a num-
ber of changes, and to me it was interest-
ing to listen to her comparisons of the
present with the past.

AWAKE!



MONG the more common surgical op-
Aerations performed in the United
States are those in which the gallbladder
is removed because of stones. In fact, gall-
stones rank fifth among the reasons why
people are hospitalized in the States. Gall-
stones are also quite common in certain
Western European lands. However, they
are practically unknown in some other
lands, such as Indonesia.

The gallbladder, in which the stones are
formed, is a pear-shaped pouch resting
beneath the liver. When moderately dis-
tended in the adult male, it is about five
inches long and three inches wide. A num-
ber of small ducts lead from the liver to
form the “common duct,” which enters
the upper part of the small intestine
known as the duodenum. Leading off from
the common duct is the cystic duct, which
connects with the gallbladder. By means
of these ducts the bile produced by the
liver reaches the small intestine, where it
aids in the digestion of fats. Since the
liver produces bile all the time, whereas it
is only needed when food is being digested,
the gallbladder serves as a storage recep-
tacle for bile between meals; on an average
it is able to hold about a pint. When food
reaches the small intestine, a valve in the
cystic duct opens, allowing the bile to en-
ter the small intestine.
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Malfunctioning of the gallbladder often
results in the formation of stones. These
may be in the gallbladder itself or in any
of the tubes connected with it. They may
be as small as grains of sand and be pres-
ent by the hundreds, or they may be so
large that just one stone fills the entire gall-
bladder. A chemical analysis of gallstones
shows that they contain primarily choles-
terol, bile pigment and calcium salts. One
of the principal complications that demand
urgent attention is that brought about by
any obstruction of the bile duct system
by stones.

How can you tell whether you have gall-
stones? One sure way is by having an
X ray taken. Often surgeons discover them
when operating on some other organ in
the abdomen of a patient. Usually, how-
ever, gallstones make themselves felt by
an acute pain in the upper right side of
the abdomen. An attack is most likely to
occur after a heavy dinner and may be
accompanied by bloating, belching and
other discomfort. There may be nausea,
vomiting and- even jaundice. But often
gallstones are “silent,” being present with-
out making themselves felt.

What Causes Gallstones?

Just what causes gallstones is a rather
controversial matter, though modern re-
search has thrown some light on the sub-
ject. It has found that eating a great deal
of meat is conducive to growth of stones.
Europeans who ate meat only once or
twice a week rarely had gallstones; but
when they migrated to Australia and
there ate meat once or twice a day they
soon had gallstones as often as the native
Australians who eat meat that often.

Also experiments with hamsters (mouse-
like creatures) have shown that a diet
high in sucrose, a form of sugar, is con-
ducive to the forming of gallstones. There
is also evidence that the eating of much
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animal fat tends to do the same, for an
attack of gallstones often follows the eat-
ing of much fatty food. It is therefore
not surprising to note that when Indone-
sians, among whom gallstones are practi-
cally unknown, moved to Western lands
and adopted Western dietary habits, gall-
stones appeared among them as frequently
as they do among the natives of Western
lands.

But there are also other factors. Until
middle age it is an affliction primarily of
“the fair sex,” being at least twice as
common among women as among men.
Indeed, in times past physicians have joked
that the most typical gallstone patient is
“Fair, Fat, Forty, Flatulent and Fecund.”
It is true that under fifty years of age,
women operated on for gallstones aver-
aged twenty-five pounds more in weight
than women who did not have gallstone
operations. It is also true that women of
childbearing age are more likely to have
gallstones than those either before or af-
ter that age, and that those actually bear-
ing children are still more likely to have
gallstones. And one of the symptoms of
gallstones is indeed that of bloating or
flatulence. But with advancing age men
tend to have gallstones nearly as often as
women.

Another factor that statistics show to
have a bearing on gallstones is physical
activity or exercise. People engaged in
sedentary occupations, such as office work-
ers, professors, teachers and lawyers are
far more likely to have gallstones than
are those engaged in physical labor, such
as farmers, bricklayers and carpenters.

And still another condition that has
been found to have a direct bearing on the
production of gallstones is what is called
stasis. By this is meant a failure of the
gallbladder to empty itself into the small
intestine. Bile has all the constituents for
making gallstones and so when it remains
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for long periods of time in the gallbladder,
gallstones may form.

To Operate or Not to Operate?

The fact that there are certain things
that can be done to minimize the likeli-
hood of formation of gallstones suggests
that it is not always necessary to operate
to remove the gallbladder when it is first
detected to have stones. However, if a per-
son is past sixty-five and requires an emer-
gency operation for gallstones, he may
have waited too long, for statistics show
that death is from ten to twenty times as
likely from such operations as from those
performed earlier.

In times past some leading surgeons
recommended removal of only the stones
in certain cases rather than the removal of
the gallbladder. However, often a second
operation was required, and so today sur-
geons generally remove the gallbladder
when stones give trouble, to avoid later
complications, including perforation by
the stones.

Obviously, prevention is better than op-
eration. In view of what is known about
gallstones, it would seem that one could
minimize the likelihood of developing gall-
stones by watching one’s diet. One should
be careful not to eat too much rich food,
especially sweets, meats and animal fats.
Getting plenty of vitamin A and fresh
vegetables is recommended. There is also
evidence that lecithin acts as a deterrent
to the forming of gallstones. Among the
foods rich in lecithin are egg yolks (even
though they are also high in cholesterol),
soy beans, vegetable and olive oils, beef
purine products (liver, heart, kidneys),
wheat and other cereal germs and nuts.
Also deserving attention if one is a seden-
tary worker is some regular exercise.

By giving some thought now to such
factors, you may save yourself serious
trouble at a later time.

AWAKE!



Should the Living Seek
to Talk with the Dead?

TRANGE as it seems in the space

O age, the supposed reality of psychic
phenomena continues to fascinate modern
men.” So stated Timean
magazine, as it began a discussion of the
subject of the living talking with the dead.

Learned men are still intrigued by the
thought of life after death. Thus the late
ex-bishop James Pike, a lawyer before he
became an Episcopal clergyman, claimed
to have gotten in touch with his son who
committed suicide. Similarly, Anglican
Bishop Stockwood insists that on five oc-
casions he has communicated with the
dead.

Gaining somewhat of an international
notoriety in this matter is Rosemary
Brown, who claims that ever so many
great composers of the past appear to her
and help her to compose music. While,
by and large, persons who hear of it are
skeptical, there are some who are im-
pressed. Among these is British composer
Richard R. Bennett, who stated: “If she
is a fake, she is a brilliant one and must
have had years of training. Some of the
music is awful, but some is marvelous.
I couldn't have faked the Beethoven.”
—Time, July 6, 1970.

This indeed poses a question. Rosemary
Brown has had very little musical training
and appears to have very limited musical
ability. Repeated tests indicate that she
cannot even take down the simplest tunes
dictated to her, and yet she has written
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some “marvelous” music as a result of
her being “visited,” as she claims, by mu-
sical geniuses of the past. Then, too, at
all her interviews she disarms reporters
by her modesty and apparent sincerity.
She claims that for upward of five years
she has been in touch with such musical
geniuses as Bach, Beethoven, Liszt and
Schubert. How are we to understand this
and other seeming psychic phenomena?

Bearing directly on this matter are the
words found in the Bible: “And in case
they should say to you people: ‘Apply to
the spiritistic mediums or to those having

AR ¥ diction who are chirping and

making utterances in low tones,’ is it not
to its God that any people should apply?
Should there be application to dead per-
sons in behalf of living persons?”—Isa.
8:19.

Why should not the living seek to talk
to the dead? One reason is that the dead
are dead, nonexistent! As we read in the
Bible book of Ecclesiastes (9:4, 5): “For
as respects whoever is joined to all the
living there exists confidence, because a
live dog is better off than a dead lion. For
the living are conscious that they will die;
but as for the dead, they are conscious of
nothing at all, neither do they any more
have wages, because the remembrance of
them has been forgotten.” And as the
same inspired writer goes on to say:
“Throw vyourself into any pursuit that
may appeal to you, for there is no pur-
suit, no plan, no knowledge or intelligence,
within the grave where you are going.”
—Eccl. 9:10, James Moffatt's Version.

There is nothing in the Scriptures to in-
dicate otherwise. That is why they often
refer to death as sleep. A sleeping person
is unconscious until he is awakened. An-
other reason, it might be added, is that
Jesus Christ promised that all those sleep-
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ing in the memorial tombs will be awak-
ened by means of a resurrection from the
dead. So to try to talk with the dead is
futile.—John 5:28, 29; 11:1-44; compare
1 Thessalonians 4:13.

But there is a still more powerful rea-
son why we should not seek to talk with
the dead. This reason helps to account for
all the psychic phenomena that has caused
certain leading scientists in Great Britain
and elsewhere, as well as Anglican bishops
and Rosemary Brown, to believe that life
does exist after death. And what is that?
Seeking to talk with the dead may get
one involved with wicked demons.

Yes, the Bible shows that there are not
only good angels but also wicked ones.
Satan the Devil is the chief of these, the
great deceiver of humankind and the bitter
adversary of the Creator, Jehovah God.
These facts are particularly made manifest
by the account of Eve’s being deceived and
of Jesus’ being tempted by the Devil.
—Gen. 3:1-19; Matt. 4:1-11.

The other angels that work with Satan
the Devil first made themselves manifest
in the days of Noah. The Bible tells that
they had been righteous angels who left
their heavenly spirit estate and took on
human form so as to be able to cohabit
with the daughters of men. The Deluge
put an end to their enjoyment of this form
of life, but not an end to their existence.
—Gen. 6:1-7; 7:21.

What is their present lot or state? The
apostle Peter tells us; for in discussing
the conditions of Noah's day he says:
“God did not hold back from punishing
the angels that sinned, but, by throwing
them into Tartarus, delivered them to pits
of dense darkness to be reserved for judg-
ment.”—2 Pet. 2:4.

Thus we have an explanation of Jesus’
encounters with spirit-obsessed persons
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when he was upon the earth, and in par-
ticular why they recognized him and on
one occasion said to him: “What have we
to do with you, Jesus you Nazarene? Did
you come to destroy us? | know exactly
who you are, the Holy One of God.” (Mark
1:24) Being intelligent persons with spirit
bodies, they could very well impersonate
the dead and thus deceive humankind. A
Scriptural example of this is the case of
the witch of En-dor who professed to call
up the dead prophet Samuel.—1 Sam. 28:
7-25.

All this explains why, as noted in Time
magazine, “the spirits that mediums raise
always inconveniently refuse to answer
the very questions that would prove their
existence.” It also accounts for the fact
that Rosemary Brown, practically devoid
of all musical talent, can compose music
some of which might be called “marvel-
ous,” and yet why these pieces of music
are not of the great masters’ quality and
why she is unable to solve riddles that
their lives have left behind them.

So it is not merely a matter of its being
futile, this seeking to talk with the dead.
Since these impersonators of the dead are
God'’s worst enemies, certainly no lover of
God and of righteousness would want to
have anything to do with them. More than
that, there is evidence that time and again
those who have dabbled in spiritism have
become nervous wrecks, or mentally un-
sound, or have come near to committing
murder or suicide. Surely all such facts are
still more powerful reasons why one should
not seek to talk with the dead.

So, in view of the fact that the dead
are actually dead and those seeming to be
in communication with the dead are ac-
tually in touch with wicked spirits who
could seriously harm one, should humans
seek to talk with the dead? Absolutely not!

AWAKE!



Argentine Beef Crisis

<> Argentina has long been a
major beef producer, consum-
er and exporter. But the coun-
try no longer has enough beef.
Experts say at least 55 million
head of cattle are needed, but
herds have dropped tgq about
45 million head. Beef prices
have risen swiftly. The Buenos
Aires Herald reportedly said:
“Thanks to a mixture of in-
competence and shortsighted-
ness, the very basis of the
nation has crumbled.”

Bank Failures Increase

N In a 26-month period from
the beginning of 1969 up to
March 1971, nineteen, banks in
the United States went out of
business. These had 126,998
depositors with deposits of
$219,192,000. The failures av-
eraged more than twice as
many per year as during the
nine preceding years.

No Letup in Taxes

<> Most taxpayers in the Unit-
ed States already are subject
to both federal and state in-
come taxes. But in recent
years thousands of cities and
counties have begun collecting
local income taxes. These in-
come taxes are in addition to
other taxes such as property,
school, water and sales taxes.

Leaving the Farms
<> The number of farms in
the United States has dropped
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to about 2.9 million. That is
about a million fewer than in
1960. Why are so many farm-
ers quitting? Inflation has
caused prices of goods and
equipment to rise, but income
has not kept pace. Also, taxes
keep rising, with no end in
sight. A feeling of crisis per-
vades among farmers through-
out the country.

How Much Land?

# With cities becoming more
congested, it may seem that
there is not enough land for
people to live on. But that is
not the case. The Philadelphia
Bulletin states: “If all farm-
land in the nation were divided
equally among U.S. families,
your share would be slightly
more than 20 acres.”

More Women Sewing

# An increasing number of
American women are sewing
their own clothes. About 45
million turn out some 300 mil-
lion garments a year. One rea-
son for this trend is today’s
high prices for ready-made
garments, often of low quality.
The cost of the average home-
made garment is about 50 to
60 percent lower. Another rea-
son is that many women do
not like today’s styles in ready-
made garments.

Communal Confession
# The number of Catholics go-
ing to confession has dropped

dramatically in recent years.
Now communal confessions
are being tried. In January the
Vatican announced it would
consider such a reform. Under
the new experiment, those at
the church service would simp-
ly join in a collective confes-
sion in general terms.

Denies Papal Infallibility

# Prominent Catholic theolo-
gian Hans Kiing has denied
the doctrine that the pope can-
not be in error when he speaks
on matters of faith or morals.
Kiing, Swiss-born theologian at
TQbingen University in West
Germany, also says that the
doctrine of papal succession
from the apostles has “feet of
clay” because it is unfounded
Biblically and historically.

‘No Longer Christian’

# England’s Guardian re-
ports: “England was a post-
Christian nation—a land of
former believers—Cardinal
Heenan, Archbishop of West-
minster, said.” The cardinal
stated that religion was no
longer regarded as important
or relevant. Who but the cler-
gy themselves are primarily to
blame for this condition?

Donations Down

<> Many private institutions
such as churches, colleges, hos-
pitals, welfare agencies and
cultural organizations depend
on voluntary donations for
financial support. United Press
International editor Louis Cas-
sels says that all of them
“may be in serious trouble dur-
ing the next few years.” Why?
Expenses keep going up, but
donations do not keep pace.
The gap gets wider each year.

Catholic Schools Close

<& At the end of the school
year last June, more than
400 additional Roman Catholic
schools in the United States
closed, mainly due to financial
difficulties. More closings are
expected "in the near future.
The number of teaching nuns
and priests also continued to
drop.
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Clergyman Proposes

Fornication
<> Former Archbishop of Can-
terbury Lord Fisher says that
unmarried couples should be
permitted to commit fornica-
tion with the church’s blessing.
The Associated Press reports
from London: “Lord Fisher,
83-year-old retired head of the
Anglican Church, says sexual
intercourse between betrothed
couples pledged to wed ‘would
not be regarded in the moral
sense as fornication.”” But
fornication is sexual inter-
course between unmarried per-
sons—regardless of how the
clergy regard it—and God’s
Word condemns it.

Permissive Upbringing

Backfires
# The mother of convicted
mass Kkiller Charles Manson
said: “If Charles wanted any-
thing, 1I'd give it to him. He
never had to do a thing to
earn what he wanted.” She
acknowledged that his every
whim was satisfied and that,
until he “came out to Califor-
nia when he was about 21, he
never worked a day in his
life.”

“Hate, Conflict, Destruction”

<% After a heavyweight box-
ing match, Toronto Telegram
writer Dennis Braithwaite de-
clared: “Love. Bah, humbug!
What we really want is hate,
conflict, destruction.” He noted

that people everywhere “sur-
rendered themselves to the
universal cry for blood.” He
pointed out that man’s “pri-
mary occupation, the main

concern of his industry and
intelligence, the product of his
toil and the purpose of his
wealth is to prepare for and
to wage war, on scale small
or grand; today, tomorrow,
forever.” Is that what you
want? God promises a new
system of things in which
peace will prevail.

Lawlessness Continues Rise
# Crime statistics for 1970 in
the United States show the
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same trend as in recent years.
The grand total of major
crimes known to police was
11 percent higher than in 1969,
about ten times the rate of
population growth. The high-
est rate of increase, 15 percent,
came in the suburbs.

Crime Wave in Ghana

# The Ghanaian Times car-
ried this headline: “Crime
Wave on the Ascendancy.” It
noted that crime in the West
African country rose by 85
percent between 1967 and 1969.

Britain’s Worst Year

<> Last year was the most vio-
lent for crime in Britain, says
London’s Daily Mail. It spoke
of “an unprecedented rise in
most types of crime, but the
most alarming increase is in
violence.” There were, on an
average, 100 muggings or other
acts of violence every day,
twice as many as a decade ago.

Australian Suicides Mount

<> The suicide rate in Austra-
lia increased by almost 50
percent between 1955 and 1965,
and is still growing. Professor
Basil Hetzel of Monash Uni-
versity listed suicide as the
fourth leading cause of death
in Australia, exceeded only
by heart disease, cancer and
accidents.

Epidemic Drug Use

9% The Perth, Australia, Week-
end News tells of a 1,000-per-
cent increase in drug use in
West Australia in the past
two years. Drug taking has
reached what are now called
“epidemic proportions.”

Marijuana Effects Serious

<> After an exhaustive study
of marijuana smoking, Dr. F.
W. Lundell of Montreal con-
cludes that the effects are far
more serious than many peo-
ple believe. Among the adverse
reactions he noted were: men-
tal instability; problems in
perceptual and motor organi-
zation; inconsistency or a re-
versal of social values; un-

balanced attitude toward food;
lack of judgment and fuzziness
of memory; a drop in motiva-
tion and interest; and emotion-
al irritability.

Malaria Outbreak

# Health authorities have dis-
covered thirty-eight new cases
of malaria in California. This
is the largest outbreak of the
aisease in the United States
in nearly twenty years. The out-
break has resulted from con-
taminated syringes and hypo-
dermic needles used by those
who take drugs.

Hepatitis Toll High

# The American Druggist re-
cently carried the following
item: “Serum hepatitis poses
a serious threat in'the number
of cases caused by transfused
blood each year. This means
is known to be the cause of
30.000 incidents of overt hep-
atitis with 1,500 to 3,000 fatal-
ities yearly. However, the an-
nual incidence is estimated to
be as high as 150,000 cases
since many subclinical cases
are never reported.”

Aspirin Allergy Can Kill

<> The common aspirin can
kill or disable those allergic
to it. That conclusion was
reached on research by Doc-
tors Stephen Lockey of San
Francisco and Bernard Fein
of San Antonio. In severe
cases, the physicians said,
symptoms are sudden and in-
clude signs similar to those of
a heart attack. Fein warned:
“The patient may die if not
given immediate treatment.”

Deaths from X Rays

<$> X rays used routinely in
screenings for tuberculosis,
periodic physical examinations
and tooth-decay detection may
be responsible for as many as
29.000 deaths a year. That was
the claim of Dr. Karl Morgan,
a director at Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory in the Unit-
ed States. He said that un-
necessary exposure, especially
in offices of doctors and den-
tists untrained in radiation
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protection, accounts for thou-
sands of deaths from genetic
mutations, leukemia, thyroid
cancer and bone tumors.

Stockpiling Death

<> The nuclear powers have
such a huge stockpile of nu-
clear weapons that they could
kill each person alive with a
destructive force equivalent to
fifteen tons of TNT. As for
conventional arms, the United
States is the number one sup-
plier of major weapons to the
nations of the world and the
Soviet Union comes in second,
it was reported in the year-

book of the Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research In-
stitute.

Soaring Cost of Crime

A report from the United
States Government in Decem-
ber 1970, revealed that the cost

of fighting crime has more
than doubled from 1960- to
1970. It was $3.5 billion in 1960
and the estimated cost for 1970
was $8.5 billion. During this
time reported crimes jumped
up 148 percent. There is no
present indication this upward
trend will change.

Woodpecker Nears Extinction
# The ivory-billed woodpeck-
er, largest in North America
and second largest woodpeck-
er in the world, is joining the
ranks of the passenger pigeon
and dodo bird. This woodpeck-
er, a handsome species with
black and white plumage, was
last reported as being seen
in 1967. Its decline resulted
from extensive lumbering op-
erations. When the timber was
cut, the birds' food supply of
insects living in the trees dis-
appeared.

, Drought in Kenya

Some areas of Kenya have
been hard hit by drought.
More than 140,000 persons have
been placed on famine relief.
Cholera is spreading. Crops
have been burned by the sun;
wells and rivers have dried.
Thousands of camels, goats,
cows and other animals are
dying of thirst.

Rat Damage

<> The United States Public
Health Service estimates that
there are about 100 million
rats in the country. Each is
said to destroy up to $10 worth
of food and other material a
year, a possible economic loss
of $1,000 million. Ratologists
say the only certain way to
control rats is to deny them
garbage and other food, as
well as the shelter of sewers
and buildings.
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Hear 119 beautiful compositions on records that were
designed to be inspirational for Christians. They are mu-
sical arrangements to which you can sing the words in the
songbook “ Singing and Accompanying Yourselves with Mu-
sic in Your Hearts." The full set of 10 long-playing, 12-
inch records can be had for $8.50. The songbook is 20c.

WATCHTOWER

117 ADAMS ST.

BROOKLYN,

N.Y. 11201

Please send me the full set of 10 musical recordings for which | enclose $8.50. Also send me
the songbook “Singing and Accompanying Yourselves with Music in Your Hearts” for which 1
am enclosing an additional 20c. (If you want the records only, cross off the last sentence.)

MAY 22, 1971

Number and Street

or Route and Box
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ARE THE
MIRACLES
OF THE BIBLE
TRUE?

Consider the reasons why you can believe
they are. You will find them in the book:

This hard-covered book of 192 pages considers
not only the truthfulness of Biblical miracles but
also such things as the Bible's agreement with
ancient history, the consistency of its moral
standards, supposed contradictions and other sub-
jects over which the Bible has been criticized.
You can get this faith-strengthening, pocket-size
book for only 25c.

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11201

Please send me the book Is the Bible Really the Word of Godf for which I am enclosing 25c.

Number and Street
or Route and Box

State ..ovceeveiee e Zip Code

In: AUSTRALIA: 11 Beresford _Rd., Strathfield, N.SW. ENGLAND: The Ridgeway. London_ N.W.
ADA: 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 390, Ont. SO. AFRICA: Private Bag 2. P.O. Elandsfontein, Transvaal
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