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“It Is already the hour for you to awake.”
— Romans 13:11

V o lum e L I I B ro o k lyn , N.Y ., M a rch  8, 1971____________________ _____________ N u m b e r 5

Th e  flu of 1918 
and 19 19  w as 

the greatest influ­
enza ep id em ic to  
hit the earth in re­
corded h isto ry .
This ghastly pesti­
le n ce  sp re a d  to  
people almost ev­
erywhere. In a rel­
atively few weeks 
it killed more peo­
ple than perished in World W ar I.

Most of the deaths took place in a few 
months of a single year! Said one authori­
ty: ‘Had the epidemic continued its mathe­
matical rate of acceleration, civilization 
would easily have disappeared from the 
earth within a matter of a few more 
weeks.’

Its Start and Spread 
The flu first struck in the spring of 1918. 

It was relatively mild, a case lasting about 
three days. But in the fall of that year the 
deadly variety showed up. It was noted 
that those who earlier had the “three-day 
flu” generally seemed to be immune to the 
“killer germs.”

Some said the flu epidemic got started 
in Spain, thus the name “Spanish influ­
enza.” Madrid, Spain, was hard hit by the 
flu in May of 1918. However, the flu had 
been seen in China and in the United

States in March of 
1918. Actually, no 
one seems to know 
precisely where it 
got started or how.

Boston is viewed 
as th e  s t a r t i n g  
point of the deadly 
flu  in the United  
S ta te s .  In  a few  

days it spread rapidly down the east 
coast. Almost simultaneously, the flu 
struck army camps throughout the coun­
try. Camp Grant, at Rockford, Illinois, was 
hard pressed with ten thousand abed. In 
twenty-four hours, 115 soldiers had died. 
The figure approximated the highest day’s 
average of Americans killed in battle.

Pennsylvania was the hardest hit state, 
with more than one third of a million cases 
and 10,000 deaths in less than two weeks. 
In Philadelphia, two hundred bodies were 
stuffed into a morgue built for thirty-six. 
The dead were piled three and four deep in 
the corridors and rooms. Most were un­
embalmed, so the stench ran high in the 
unchilled rooms. When there was a sudden 
shortage of coffins in the city, a street 
railway repair shop was converted into a 
coffin factory.

Throughout all the earth it spread. In 
one remote Central African region a Brit­
ish colonial officer reported finding vil-
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lages of 300 to 500 families wiped out by 
the flu. Jungle growth was taking over 
again. Reports from northern Persia stat­
ed that in village after village there were 
no survivors. Many Eskimo villages in 
Alaska were wiped out to the last man and 
child. To the islands of the Pacific it went. 
In Tahiti, where 4,500 persons died in fif­
teen days, bodies were piled upon constant­
ly  burning pyres.

It is believed that only two places in the 
world escaped the worldwide epidemic: 
St. Helena, an island of less than fifty 
square miles in the South Atlantic, and 
Mauritius, a small island in the Indian 
Ocean.

The Meaning of It
But of what significance to us is a pesti­

lence of some fifty years ago? W ell, rela­
tively few persons today realize that that 
flu epidemic of 1918-1919 was a fulfillment 
of Bible prophecy. Jesus Christ foretold 
that the “sign” of the “last days,” which 
would precede the grand blessings of his 
Kingdom rule, would be marked by un­
mistakable events. Among these would be 
widespread food shortages, earthquakes 
and “in one place after another pestilenc­
es.” (Luke 21 :7 , 10, 11) Further, Jesus 
explained: “All these things are a begin­
ning of pangs of distress.” (Matt. 24:8)  
So that flu epidemic in 1918-1919 was only 
a beginning. Despite modern medical tech­
nology, cancer, fyeart disease— yes, and the 
flu— still ravage the earth.

Never before has the world seen “deadly 
plague” along with the other prophesied 
happenings on such a global scale as it has 
since 1914. (Rev. 6:3-8) The “pangs of dis­
tress” have been with us for well over 
fifty years now and we need to remember 
that Jesus said: “When you see these 
things occurring, know that the kingdom 
of God is near. Truly I say to you, this

4

generation will by no means pass away 
until all things occur.” (Luke 21 :31 , 32) 
So, the meaning for our day is that only 
a short time is left before the end of this 
wicked system of things.

Recollections of the Pestilence
Of course, many persons reading this 

were not alive at the time of that epidemic 
of 1918-1919. They may find it difficult to 
grasp the magnitude of what occurred. 
Yet there are people alive today who lived 
then, and it is interesting to know what 
their recollections are. One survivor said: 
“Everywhere the pattern appeared the 
same. The flu began with a high fever and 
aching bones. The fever lasted up to five 
days. If there were no complications, re­
covery generally was quick, although some 
persons complained of being terribly weak 
afterward. Others said it affected their 
heart, or injured their kidneys or lungs. 
Great numbers of persons, after four days 
of the flu, developed pneumonia, and this 
caused their death.”

Many survivors of the pestilence report 
a most unusual aspect about it— the high­
est death rate was among previously 
healthy young adults, particularly males. 
This is in contrast to the usual flu epi­
demic, when the old and feeble ones are 
the main victims. “There was this heavy- 
set, healthy-looking fellow,” recalled a 
farmer from Minnesota. “He got over his 
mild case of the flu in three days, but went 
moving around before he should have and 
the next thing we knew, they were bury­
ing him.”

Many were the physically strong men 
in military service who succumbed. Dr. 
Ralph C. Williams, a former assistant 
United States surgeon general, has vivid 
recollections of those fearsome days: “W e 
were swamped with soldiers, sailors, ma-
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rines and coastguardsmen. They would 
just collapse in the streets downtown and 
were brought out to us. . . . There was a 
Marine sergeant. He was brought in un­
conscious and in three hours that man was 
dead. Just like that. It was common knowl­
edge that between 400 and 500 people were 
dying (in Chicago) 
each day. More peo­
ple were dying than 
could be buried. It 
w a s a f e a r s o m e  
thing.”

The suddenness  
with which the flu  
struck took people by 
surprise. A  Brooklyn 
man said: “Its approach was subtle, and 
yet so painful. The people did not sense its 
magnitude; they were not aware of its be­
ing so widespread. When they finally 
awoke to that fact, there was great fear. 
People were perplexed. They did not know 
what to make of it.”

So many were the deaths in Australia 
that a newspaperman said it was impos­
sible to dig individual graves fast enough. 
The dead were simply lifted out of their 
houses and deposited in one great pit.

The number of funeral processions 
seemed endless. An atmosphere of fear, 
sorrow and depression spread over the 
earth. “W e would see sorrowful persons 
going to a funeral of a relative or a 
friend,” said one survivor, “and the next 
thing we heard was that they, too, had 
died. It was dreadful.” Another survivor 
summed it up this w ay: “Every moment 
grief seemed to be crashing in on one.”

One of Jehovah’s witnesses vividly re­
calls those days in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 
“W e were completely shocked,” she said. 
“A s we went from door to door in the 
Kingdom ministry, we could see caskets in 
almost every home. Many persons wouldn’t 
listen when we tried to comfort them with

the message of God’s kingdom. They were 
too stricken with grief.”

Treatment
Usually the best advice doctors had 

to offer their patients was to tell them  
to rest in bed, keep warm and drink 

plen ty  o f liquids.
In treating their 

patients som e doc­
tors used novel meth­
ods. In Chicago one 
doctor treated some 
600 patients with a 
grapefruit concoc­
tion, which appeared 
to work. Reportedly, 

he lost only one patient— his son who left 
his sickbed to look after his flourishing 
undertaking business.

“My father and mother and I were all 
sick in one night,” said a man from Cin­
cinnati, where some 40,000 cases of flu 
were reported. “M y mother had pneumo­
nia and was not expected to live. But a 
young doctor advised that we fry a big 
pan of onions and place a real hot poultice 
on her chest. This m y aunt Clara did all 
night. It sort of pulled m y mother out of it. 
The next morning we knew that she would 
live.”

In many cities it was impossible to get 
medical help. In Philadelphia, for example, 
more than one third of the city’s physi­
cians were themselves in bed.

Precautions
Almost every precaution imaginable 

was taken to avoid getting the flu. “Wear 
fresh pajamas” became the exhortation in 
some communities. Others were told: 
“Don’t shake hands.” “Take castor oiL” 
“Don’t ride the subways.”

In many localities people wore a face 
mask. A t Ann Arbor, University of Michi­
gan students were ordered to wear masks

The Runaways.

The Music of Many Lands. 

Segregated yet United.

— In the next issue.
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at all times under penalty of suspen­
sion. In San Francisco, the mayor pub­
lished a city-wide ordinance saying every­
one should wear a face mask, or be fined 
$100 or sent to jail for ten days’ isolation. 
No passengers were allowed to board a 
Seattle streetcar without wearing a mask.

The New York Public Library stopped 
circulating books. Many cities forbade bar­
bers to shave their customers, because of 
the close contact involved. Streets in Dub­
lin were washed down with disinfectants. 
In Boston, churches closed on Sundays; in 
many cities, public meetings were banned. 
Schools, movie houses and saloons were 
locked up.

In New York “open-faced sneezers” 
were subject to fines and jail sentences. In 
Chicago, police were told to “arrest thou­
sands, if necessary, to stop sneezing in 
public.” The many warnings against sneez­
ing in public no doubt helped in preventing 
the pestilence from spreading even more. 
According to medical researchers in Brit­
ain, just one sneeze can distribute more 
than 85,000,000 bacteria. And United 
States researchers have discovered that a 
sneeze can hurl up to 4,600 particles into 
the air at a “muzzle velocity” of 152 feet 
a second. Often particles are hurled a dis­
tance of twelve feet. The particles, which 
remain suspended in the air for more than 
a half hour after the sneeze, are not mere 
harmless droplets of water. One particle or 
droplet was found to create 19,000 colonies 
of bacteria. No wonder Canada’s Toronto 
Telegram reported that it is now known 
“that the excessive amount of sneezing in­
volved in the flu epidemic of 1918 helped 
make it the horror it was.”

The Toll
The pestilence left behind a staggering 

death toll estimated at between 20,000,000 
and 27,000,000. Dr. Edwin Oakes Jordan,

a noted American bacteriologist, in his 
Epidemic Influenza, published in 1927, 
cites total deaths due to the influenza as 
being 21,642,283. Of these nearly 16,000,- 
000 were in Asia, more than 2,000,000 in 
Europe, more than 1,300,000 in Africa and 
more than 1,000,000 in North America. 
South America’s deaths were listed as 
327,000. Australia and Oceania together 
suffered over 1,000,000 deaths.

The flu sent some 500,000,000 persons to 
bed. The pestilence was particularly dan­
gerous to pregnant women. Thus, in mil­
lions of homes, there was double tragedy.

The deadly flu germs disappeared al­
most as quickly as they came. Where they 
went remains a medical mystery to this 
very day. Since the Spanish flu virus was 
never seen under a microscope of that 
time, scientists today do not know whether 
that deadly virus differs in appearance 
from the Asian flu virus of recent times.

Public health men of that time admitted 
that all human effort seemed to do noth­
ing to stop the plague and that the most 
skilled doctors in the world had not been 
able to limit the epidemic’s duration.

For many persons living then, it may 
have seemed that the complete end of this 
system of things foretold by Jesus Christ 
was immediately at hand. But the events 
of those days were only “a beginning of 
pangs of distress.” Yet, as Jesus explained: 
“This generation will by no means pass 
away until all these things occur.” That 
generation of people who were alive dur­
ing and immediately after World W ar I 
is now nearing its close. This fact, coupled 
with other events of our day, is a strong 
indication that this system of things is 
very near its complete end. But what will 
be your standing when that time arrives? 
It depends on what you do now to gain a 
right standing with God.— Matt. 24 :3 , 8, 
34.
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O tk  erd N oticed ̂ Jli eir J a itli

M ANIFESTING full faith in Jehovah God 
when one is under a trialsome situation 
may move sincere observers to investi­

gate the Bible’s message. An example of this 
involves a couple in Kansas who were promi­
nent members of the Methodist church there.

The wife had studied five different religions 
quite thoroughly before settling down to be 
a Methodist. She was very active in church 
affairs and taught Sunday school for a num­
ber of years. Her husband, however, had no 
interest in religion. He merely went along to 
please her and helped in the church by pass­
ing the collection plate each Sunday. He never 
had enough interest in religion or God even 
to open the Bible to read it.

Not too long ago, this couple’s relatives 
who are Jehovah’s witnesses lost a young 
daughter in death. So they kindly invited 
the Witness parents of the deceased girl to 
stay in their home while the funeral arrange­
ments were being made. The faith and 
strength that this Witness couple manifested 
deeply impressed the Methodist man and his 
wife. They noticed that the Witnesses did not 
grieve excessively as people often do at such 
times.— 1 Thess. 4:13.

This Methodist couple also attended the 
funeral service conducted by one of the W it­
nesses. The clear explanation of why man 
dies and the hope of the resurrection im­
pressed them. (Rom. 5:12; John 5:28, 29) So 
they began studying the Bible with Jehovah’s 
witnesses. For the first time, the husband 
opened the Bible with keen interest in its 
message of truth.

After just two Bible study sessions, this 
couple requested that their names be removed 
from the church’s membership roll. During 
their third study, they were invited to attend 
the Sunday meetings at the local Kingdom 
Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses. They expressed 
surprise that they could attend the meetings 
so soon after having started their Bible study. 
The following Sunday they went to the Hall 
with the lesson in their copies of the Watch- 
tower magazine studied.

Soon after this they made a special trip to 
California to tell their son about their new­
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found faith and the Bible truths that were 
now bringing them so much joy. The son 
expressed a favorable attitude toward what 
they told him and has since made an effort 
to get in touch with the Witnesses in his 
vicinity.

When the couple returned home, the time 
had come for the International Assembly of 
Jehovah’s witnesses to be held in Kansas City. 
They were invited to attend. Would they do 
so right after having returned home from a 
long trip and after having studied but a few  
weeks? Yes, they made the necessary arrange­
ments to attend the assembly, and were there 
for most of the sessions. To top everything 
off, they met some of their relatives at this 
assembly whom they had not seen in years 
and who are now serving Jehovah.

There was no stopping them now. They 
began attending all the meetings at the King­
dom Hall and preparing for them in advance. 
Soon the wife began to help one of her Roman 
Catholic friends to learn the Bible. Neighbors 
began sitting in on this study; as many as 
five showed real interest in God’s truth. The 
Catholic friend has continued to progress 
and now desires to attend the meetings too.

Next, this couple joined the Theocratic Min­
istry School. Both have experienced the joy 
of giving their first talks. When they were 
in the Methodist church, holidays had played 
a very important part in their lives. But as 
they learned Jehovah’s viewpoint on these 
matters, things changed rapidly. A year ago 
Christmas was spent around a tree with their 
fleshly family. This time it was spent with 
their spiritual family of Witnesses sharing 
in the house-to-house ministry for the first 
time.

As a result of this couple’s learning God’s 
truth, many more persons have been reached 
by it. Their daughter and her family are now 
studying the Bible with the Witnesses and 
attending the meetings. Who could have 
known that the faith and hope manifested by 
the Witness couple whose daughter had died 
would bring such results? But happy results 
they were, because others noticed their faith.
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1 k  C a n  M e t M U

“H
OW can we make 
a go of it?” That

is the concern of many 
as they see the purchas­
ing power of their dollar, franc, mark or 
peso shrinking. It is also the concern of 
the many who are faced with employment 
problems due to the economic recessions 
taking place in various parts of the world. 
Some have had to content themselves with 
lower-paying jobs. Others are having tem­
porary periods of unemployment. With 
others their workweek has been curtailed. 
Many others are wholly unemployed.

As a result ever so many people have 
had to make a go of it with less. The great­
est help in this matter may well be to get 
the right mental attitude toward your 
changed circumstances. The Bible’s advice 
is most fitting: ‘It is a means of great 
gain, this godly devotion along with con­
tentment. For we have brought nothing 
into the world, and neither can we carry 
anything out. So, having food and cover­
ing, we shall be content with these things.’ 
— 1 Tim. 6:6-8.

Helpful also to making a go of it with 
less is for you not to be unduly concerned 
with what your neighbors think. True, 
neighbors may notice your adopting a 
more modest way of life, but the sooner 
you get free from this form of bondage 
(worry over what your neighbors think), 
the better it will be for you. Neigh­
bors will have their opinions, but they 
will not help you to pay your bills. Get­
ting rid of that fear will also help you 
to be more readily reconciled to getting

along with less. As the Bi­
ble warns, the fear of what 
people think is actually a 
snare.—Prov. 29:25.

Another great 
aid is learning to 
be e v e r  m o r e  
practical. Vanity 
and sentimentali­
ty often influence 
people against 
their better judg­

ment. But when you need to get along 
with less you cannot afford to let such 
luxuries as sentimentality or vanity make 
you imprudent. Nor can you let impulse 
or whims dictate your purchases. Take a 
hardheaded business approach when spend­
ing your money.

There Is the Matter of Food
Since with most people having modest 

incomes the single biggest cost item is 
food, it would be well worth while for them 
to learn to make a go of it with less in 
this respect. Bear in mind that we eat to 
live; we should not live to eat.

Nutritionists by and large agree that 
most people in Western lands eat too 
much. Moderation in eating would cer­
tainly affect a family’s economy. It is also 
good economy to eat all leftovers instead 
of throwing them away. Another aid is 
getting used to plain foods. These will help 
you not to overeat, will cost less and are 
better for you. For example, baked po­
tatoes are among the best foods you can 
eat and they excel over French fried po­
tatoes on all three points—you are less 
likely to overeat, they are more whole­
some and they are also more economical.

There is also the wisdom of contenting 
oneself with foods when they are in sea­
son or when they are specially priced low. 
Thus bananas are at times priced at a 
fraction of their regular cost. Early in the
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season asparagus costs two to three times 
as much as it does later on. Why not wait 
until the price comes down?

Two costly items are butter and meat. 
According to some authorities, margarine 
made wholly of unsaturated fats, such as 
com oil, is far better for you than butter, 
and it costs far less. What about meat? 
You can benefit both your health and your 
pocketbook by letting dairy dishes, eggs, 
legumes and fish replace, at least in part, 
meat on your table. Milk in the big cities 
continues to rise in cost. Why not learn 
to use powdered milk? This can effect a 
considerable saving.

As for the starches and sugars—here 
also you can benefit your financial and 
your physical condition. Make frequent use 
of unpolished rice, barley (in soups) and 
old-fashioned oatmeal. And do you really 
need to have desserts every day? Cutting 
down on them can be good for your pock­
etbook and oftentimes also for your health 
and figure!

Saving on Clothing
There is also the matter of saving on 

clothing. It is not economical to try to 
keep up closely with the styles. The pur­
pose of the style makers is to keep peo­
ple buying clothes all the time. A time- 
honored rule is: “Do not be the first to 
adopt the new nor the last to drop the old.”

Here again one’s mental attitude will 
have a great deal to do with how well one 
makes a go of it with less. Pertinent is 
the counsel of Jesus Christ that we be not 
unduly anxious about our clothing.—Matt. 
6:28-30.

The cost of clothing can be reduced if 
the housewife knows how, or learns how, 
to make her own clothes as well as those 
of her children, and if she trains her 
daughters to acquire the same skills. Some 
wives even make their husbands’ suits!

Very practical from an economic stand­
point is the advice given by the apostle 
Paul as to clothing. He counsels that wom­
en should dress modestly. And to the same 
effect the apostle Peter says that wives 
should be more concerned with “the in­
corruptible apparel of the quiet and mild 
spirit” than with stylish clothes, striking 
jewelry and fancy hairdos or wigs. In fact, 
it might be said that the more attention 
you pay to the inward adornment, the less 
important the outer adornment will seem 
to be.—1 Tim. 2:9, 10; 1 Pet. 3:1-6.

Other Ways to Cut Down on Expenses
One of the greatest aids in making a go 

of it with less is to keep a record of your 
expenses. Often it is the careless spending 
of many small amounts that plays havoc 
with your efforts to live within your re­
duced income. It may prove to be a real 
challenge, but if you or your family really 
try to record all purchases for a month, 
it may well prove to be both revealing and 
very helpful in cutting down on unneces­
sary expenses.

How so? In that it will give you an idea 
of just where your money is going and 
just where savings could best be effected. 
You might like to compare your budget 
with that reported by the United States 
government agency regarding low-income 
people, namely, 35 percent for food, 25 
percent for housing, 15 percent for cloth­
ing and the remaining 25 percent for trans­
portation, health, recreation, charity and 
religion.

Furniture is still another field in which 
you can make a go of it with less. Use 
care to keep what you have in good repair 
and looking fine. For example, you can 
cover scratches in various ways, such as 
rubbing them with walnut meats. And 
when you need furniture, used furniture 
often will do just,as well or even better
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than something new. Bargains can some­
times be found in the classified columns of 
the newspaper. New York city has two 
weeklies, Buy-Lines and The Selling Post, 
that consist of nothing but classified ad­
vertising of things individuals want to sell, 
such as furniture, autos, TVs or musical 
instruments.

Another way to economize is to watch 
your telephone bills. Especially do teen­
agers like to do a lot of visiting by phone. 
It all adds up fast! Long-distance calls are 
also a luxury that you might indulge in 
rather infrequently so as to economize. 
There seems to be no reason why a family 
with an average income should have 
monthly telephone bills nearing or exceed­
ing the $100 mark; yet some do.

Doing without until you are able to pay 
cash for things is still another important 
way to save. This not only saves interest 
charges but may gain you a reduction in 
price because you pay cash instead of ask­
ing for credit.

Credit cards and charge accounts can 
be a real threat to your economy. It is a 
well-known fact that people spend more 
by means of these conveniences than when 
they pay cash. Where either husband or 
wife is prone to do impulsive or sentimen­
tal purchasing, it is well before leaving to 
shop to make out a carefully thought-out 
list, and not to take along more money

than is actually needed. In some homes 
the husband and wife may even decide to 
go shopping together, since two heads are 
better than one when making purchases.

There is also the matter of using com­
mon sense when you begin to feel ill. Often 
merely getting more rest and cutting down 
on one’s food will tide one over. But the 
person who runs to the doctor with every 
minor ill keeps both his body and his 
pocketbook weak.

Are there still other ways to make a go 
of it with less? Yes, when it comes to 
entertainment and vacations. There are 
many kinds of entertainment, relaxation 
or recreation that cost comparatively little, 
if anything, such as a visit to the park, 
zoo or museum. In times past, families 
used to enjoy evenings together playing 
games, singing songs, playing musical in­
struments. How much better to be par­
ticipants in wholesome recreation than 
merely spectators!

Approaching this problem of economy 
need not be viewed with sadness or grim­
ness. Rather, meet it with a sense of hu­
mor. View it as a game, a challenge that 
is rewarding in more ways than one. Cut­
ting down on the frivolous, the trite, the 
nonessential leaks in the money bag will 
leave you with more to spend on the es­
sential things, on those that bring real 
benefits to your household.

NAGGING WIVES AND HEART DISEASE
•  Heart specialist Dr. Frank G. Nolan once 
expressed his belief that nagging wives may 
be responsible for a good many of the heart 
ailments afflicting men. “I wonder,” said the 
doctor, “if nagging wives are not to blame 
for much of the heart disease among men? 
After all, many more men than women die 
of coronary heart disease. This is something 
to think about seriously.”

The doctor said that he did not believe that 
all women caused tensions in their husbands, 
but he did point out “that the majority of 
heart ailments are caused by tension and ag-
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gravation. A nagging wife is going to cause 
additional tension and aggravation. I know 
a lot of big executives suffer from heart ail­
ments but are these ailments due to their 
jobs strictly? What do we know about the 
home life of these men? I think wives who 
have husbands under pressure should give 
some thought to this.”

How true is the Bible’s observation on nag­
ging wives: “Better is it to dwell in a wilder­
ness land than with a contentious wife along 
with vexation” !— Prov. 21:19.
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liv e r y  speculative.”That is indeed a
candid statement for a leading evolution­
ist to make. Yet S. L. Washburn, Profes­
sor of Anthropology at the University of 
California, Berkeley, did make that very 
statement. And what is still more remark­
able, he made it in a lecture entitled “The 
Evolution of Human Behavior,” delivered 
at a Nobel Conference on the subject “The 
Uniqueness of Man.”

The speakers at this conference, held at 
an American midwestern university, point­
ed out many of the ways in which man is 
unique when compared with animals. Yet 
these men kept referring to evolution as 
though it were a proven fact. Among the 
points the various speakers made as to the 
uniqueness of man were the following, now 
published in the book The Uniqueness of 
Man, edited by J. D. Roslansky:

“No known human group does, however, 
simply throw out its dead without any 
ritual or ceremony. In stark contrast, no 
animal practices burial of dead individuals 
of its own species.” “Man is the only living 
being who has a developed self-awareness 
and death-awareness.”—Theodosius Dob- 
zhansky, Russian-born scientist.

Why this striking singularity or unique­
ness in man if he evolved from the ani­
mals? Should there not at least be some 
small degree of self-awareness and death- 
awareness in those that are claimed to be 
the ancestors of man? Evolution cannot
MARCH 8, 1971

account fo r  this 
uniqueness  but  
God ’ s Word can. 
The Bible explains 
that man alone was 
created in God ’s 
image. He alone 
was endowed with 

reason, with imagination, with a moral 
sense.—Gen. 1:26-28.

As regards man’s ability to use a lan­
guage, in contrast to other communication 
systems used among animals, Dr. Ernan 
McMullin, who is on the faculty of the 
University of Notre Dame, said the follow­
ing:

“In recent times, much has been made of 
the ‘languages’ of honey-bees, ants, dolphins 
and other highly-organized animals. But 
several features of these ‘languages’ mark 
them off sharply from the languages of man. 
First, they are species-specific, inherited not 
learnt. Their use is instinctive, not reflec­
tive. Honey-bees of one species will not be 
able to ‘follow’ the language of another 
species, nor can they learn it. Genetic differ­
ences can even arise within species due to 
geographic separation; an Italian honey-bee 
cannot follow the cues given by a hive of 
German cousins. Once an Italian honey-bee, 
always an Italian honey-bee! The individual 
can in no way modify or unlearn its ‘lan­
guage’ because of its being (so far as we 
can tell) entirely genetically determined, en­
tirely instinctive in origin. Second, all the 
signs used are signals, strictly speaking, that 
is, they elicit immediate action. There is no 
reason to attribute to them a propositional 
character. They are not being used to pmke 
statements about the sugar-source, but rath­
er to serve as stimulus for an instinctive 
response on the part of other bees that 
will send them to the right place. Third, 
these languages are entirely limited to a 
single type of situation, one that is of bio­
logical significance to the species, food-gath­
ering, for example, or courtship.”

Yes, the problem of language presents
11



an enigma to the evolutionists. Philolo­
gists have come up with many theories 
but none of them have been so reasonable 
or compelling as to win general accep­
tance. A  small bird, the parrot, can talk, 
although not intelligently; but an ape, with 
many physical characteristics similar to 
that of man—teeth, lips, tongue, vocal 
cords, and far more intelligence than a 
parrot—cannot. Why not? Because, as 
Wooten shows in his Up from the Ape, the 
ape lacks the needed intelligence.

Noting a still further example of man’s 
uniqueness, Professor W. H. Thorpe, a 
leading English ethologist,* had the fol­
lowing to say:

“Man can manipulate completely abstract 
symbols to an extent far beyond that pos­
sible in the animal world; it’s on this ability 
mathematics is based. I do not believe that 
animals will ever be able to do mathematics.
. .  . Man has an abstract moral sense which 
can realize perfectly general moral laws— he 
can realize, in other words, the essential 
difference between what is and what ought 
to be and it follows from that I think, . . . 
that man is a philosophical, a metaphysical 
and a religious animal.”
Nobel Prize winner Sir John Eccles 

spoke at this Conference on the subject 
“The Experiencing Self.” Among other 
things he made the point that “man’s 
attempt to understand the world is a mea­
sure of his uniqueness.” Animals are con­
tent with creature comforts and the satis­
fying of their hunger and sex instincts. 
But man, and man alone, has a hunger for 
knowledge, for wanting to know, to under­
stand, not only the world but the purpose 
of his existence. God’s Word, the Bible, 
furnishes that enlightenment.—Ps. 119: 
105.

And Professor Washburn, quoted at the 
outset, further contributed to the theme 
of the uniqueness of man by observing: 

“Our whole notion of space is completely 
different from that of the nonhuman pri-

* An ethologist studies the behavior of animals in 
their natural habitat.
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mates. Monkeys spend their entire lives in 
an area of two or three square miles. The 
gorilla spends its life in about 15 square 
miles . . . Here then are animals who can 
move much more rapidly than we can, with 
good locomotor systems and with special 
senses, very similar to ours, but they live 
their entire life in this exceedingly small 
area. . . . One would think one could drive 
monkeys along very easily. . . . It’s quite 
easy . . . until they reach the end of the 
area that they know. And then if one tries 
to drive them further, the troop will work 
around you and go back; they will not go 
beyond the space that they know. So one 
of the really remarkable characteristics of 
man is that even the most primitive men 
operate over hundreds of square miles rath­
er than these small areas.. . .

“Constant practice is a characteristic of 
human play and it’s not a characteristic of 
the play of the nonhuman primates. . . .

“Our brains are vastly more in control of 
the rage reactions than is the case in the 
nonhuman primates. Certainly this is re­
lated to the ability to cooperate and to plan. 
These abilities also, of course, are uniquely 
human. . . . For the nonhuman primates to 
get two animals to do something for mutual 
benefit is about the limit of cooperation. . . .

“Sex is also remarkably different in hu­
man beings than in the nonhuman primates.
. . . The loss of this . . . uncontrollable sex 
drive is exceedingly important and . . .  is 
due to the human brain being far more 
important in sexual behavior than is the 
case in nonhuman primates.”

How strikingly all the foregoing testi­
mony bears witness to the uniqueness of 
man! With him a great array of unique 
qualities suddenly sprang into existence. 
Yet the various aspects named are by no 
means all the ways in which man is unique 
as compared to the animals. Not by any 
means!

However, on the basis of these aspects 
alone, is it reasonable to attribute all these 
facets of man’s uniqueness to evolution? 
Or rather, as God’s Word the Bible does, 
should we attribute them to the wisdom 
of the divine Creator? Surely reason and 
truth are with the latter conclusion!

A W A K E  1



Na t io n a l is m  was something i  was 
taught from infancy. The Greeks gave 

civilization to the world, I was told, and 
I was not to forget that I was a Greek 
Cypriot. At school my teacher of history 
hammered into my head stories of brave 
heroes of the Greek rebellion against the 
Turks in 1821, relating them with enthu­
siasm.

At home, too, I was taught nationalism. 
It was mixed with religion, my father be­
ing a priest of the Greek Orthodox Church. 
‘We are Greeks and we want our freedom,’ 
my father emphasized time and again.

We were then under British rule. I was 
taught that if we could force the British, 
viewed as tyrants, out of Cyprus, we would 
become free! I was brought up to hate the 
British.

On April 1, 1955, the EOKA (National 
Organization of Cypriot Fighters) com­
menced action. Its purpose was to sabotage 
military targets and create havoc and fear 
among the British by killing indiscrimi­
nately, until they left our small island. 
Then we would become free! Freedom! 
—the word sounded so melodic in my ears.

With a sense of pride I used to read in 
the newspapers about the achievements of 
EOKA men and women. I wished that I 
were among those brave men, those pa­
triots—but how? One day my wish came 
true.

/  Joined the EOKA
The EOKA organization was under the 

leadership of Digenis, who was a legend
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in Cyprus. It had a sec­
ond in command and 
some section leaders, 
one fo r  every town. 
There were also many 
group leaders. I was 
soon to meet a section 
leader.

The year was 1957. 
I was then twenty-five years old, married 
and had two children. When the EOKA 
section leader of my town approached me, 
I listened to him with great respect and 
attention. Yes, I wanted to be an active 
member of the organization. I was all for 
this cause, but I needed training. My train­
ing consisted of making bombs.

When I mastered the art of bomb mak­
ing, I was appointed as a group leader. 
I had thirty-two men under me. At last 
I was achieving my goal!

Placing the Bombs
Our duty was to make time bombs and 

mines in our secret hiding place. We would 
then place them wherever our section 
leader commanded us. They would be set 
to explode and do their work of destruc­
tion at a specific time.

We had a big problem, though, and that 
was how to transfer the bombs from our 
hiding place to the target area without be­
ing noticed. This problem we managed to 
solve by making suitcases with concealed 
compartments. In the bottom compartment 
we used to put the bomb, and after we 
closed that part we would put in clothing 
and other articles. We were careful to 
make sure that the clothes we put there 
did not belong to any of us who had the 
job of placing the bomb.

Thus, if the police or the army should 
stop us for a search and they found the 
bomb, we could excuse ourselves by telling 
them that the case was not ours, that 
probably we picked it up by mistake. And
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to prove this, we could point out that the 
clothes we were carrying were not ours.

One day we were commanded to place 
a time bomb in a hall in an army base 
where a British general was to speak to 
his officers. One of my men who was work­
ing in the army base managed to make 
a duplicate key to the hall. The next day 
some of us crept into the army base, 
opened the door of the hall and placed the 
time bomb. It went off according to plan. 
At least ten officers were killed and some 
others wounded.

When an airplane carrying army men 
was to leave Cyprus one day, I was com­
manded to sabotage it. We managed to 
place a time bomb in the luggage of one 
of the passengers. But there was a delay 
in the flight’s departure and before the 
luggage was even delivered to the plane 
the bomb exploded in the airport.

My activity expanded, and every time 
we fulfilled one of our “jobs” three or four 
persons were killed or wounded.

Apart from the risks of being arrested 
and hanged or shot, I was facing other 
dangers too. For example, once the bomb 
we had planted from the previous night 
did not explode. And some of my men and 
I were working at that very place! If the 
time bomb exploded now, all the people, 
including me and my men, could be killed. 
An anonymous phone call to the bomb dis­
posed squad saved the situation.

Caught with Incriminating Evidence!
Once I was caught. It was amazing that 

I escaped death. We were carrying in a 
car some four-inch iron tubes, useful for 
the making of bombs. Then we were 
stopped by the military police. When they 
searched our car and found the iron tubes, 
they suspected us and radioed the army 
authorities. We were arrested and put in

different prison cells. The interrogation
started.

We told them the same story: One of 
our fellow passengers was working in a 
firm dealing with iron. After he finished 
a job, he was collecting all the remaining 
pieces of iron, and we were just helping 
him to take them to his new job. The ar­
my checked out our story and found it to 
be plausible.

Nevertheless, what tormented my mind 
was not the iron tubes; it was something 
far more incriminating. In our car I had 
a letter from my EOKA section leader! 
It contained orders for another group 
leader, and in the envelope was fifteen 
pounds sterling. I was to deliver that let­
ter, which mentioned that the money was 
in the envelope.

When the military police searched our 
car, one of them saw the envelope. He 
took it, opened it and saw the fifteen 
pounds. Into his pocket it went. Would he 
now deliver the letter to army authorities? 
That was my great worry. If he did, then 
I was lost. How could I explain its exis­
tence in the car? They would know that 
I was an EOKA man. Fortunately for me 
this man’s love of money was too strong. 
He kept the money, and under the circum­
stances he could not disclose the incrimi­
nating letter. I was saved. It cost me only 
three days of interrogation and imprison­
ment.

I Met Jehovah’s Witnesses
Being a nationalist, I was also a reli­

gious man, religion and nationalism here 
in Cyprus having long been very much 
associated together. One day I was selling 
lottery tickets, the proceeds of which 
would be used for the building of a new 
Greek Orthodox church. In the same es­
tablishment where I was working there 
was one of Jehovah’s witnesses employed
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too. Many times I heard him speak about 
Jehovah to my colleagues. He even spoke 
to me. I liked the man. If he were only 
more patriotic, I thought!

This Christian witness of Jehovah one 
day told me that real freedom, not just 
from all kinds of nationalistic suppression, 
but freedom from sickness and death 
would come through Jehovah God’s king­
dom. On another occasion I approached 
this man and asked him to buy a lottery 
ticket. He sympathized with me, com­
mending me for doing what I thought was 
a Christian work, but he did not want to 
buy one. He said he would like to help me 
in a different way. He suggested that he 
would put my name down for a year’s 
subscription for the Bible magazine 
Watchtower. I accepted.

After a few weeks the magazine started 
to come to my house by mail. But since 
I really was not interested in reading it, 
I used to throw it in a comer of the house. 
I did not even take it out of its wrapper.

On a certain day the Witness asked my 
opinion about an article that a recent 
Watchtower contained. It was about a sub­
ject in which I was really interested, but 
as I was ashamed to say that I did not 
even open the magazine, I told him that 
I would give him an answer the next day. 
Back home, I went through the pile of 
magazines that I had thrown in the cor­
ner and found the article. Reading it over, 
I found that it interested me. After that, 
every time I met this witness of Jehovah 
he had something interesting to discuss 
with me.

Bible Study Leads to Real Freedom
Very shortly I accepted a Bible study. 

I included my family in it since I began 
to see that love for God and love for my 
fellowman were more powerful in me than 
nationalism. I began to learn more about

God, his name and his purposes. I began 
to realize that happiness is not achieved 
by promoting any kind of nationalism, any 
kind of human government. I was for the 
government o f Jesus Christ, God’s king­
dom. How glad I was to be shown from the 
Bible that God has a purpose in allowing 
the nations to go to the extent they have 
gone, that this is the generation that is 
going to see the big change that true 
Christians have been expecting for cen­
turies. Tears were in my eyes as I learned 
that Jehovah is a merciful God, ready to 
forgive, and how much I personally needed 
forgiveness!

After a few Bible studies I made up my 
mind. I loved and needed God and his 
kingdom. I symbolized my dedication to 
Jehovah God by being baptized in water. 
Afterward the first thing I did was to send 
the Watchtower and Awake! magazines to 
all the men who fought under me. Only one 
showed some interest in the Bible’s mes­
sage.

Today I am a “group leader” again, but 
a different kind—the presiding minister 
of a peaceful congregation of Jehovah’s 
witnesses. I have again with me about 
thirty-five persons with whom I work. 
And oh! what a joy to go out with them 
in the field ministry telling the hospitable 
and kind people of Cyprus the good news 
of the approaching peace of a thousand 
years under the Kingdom rule of Jesus 
Christ. (Rev. 20:4-6) What a joy to read 
to my countrymen about the resurrection 
of the dead and the wonderful conditions 
that the true God Jehovah is to bring 
about in his fast-approaching new system 
of things!—Rev. 21:1-4.

I have now found the real freedom for 
which I was searching. How thankful I am 
to that witness of Jehovah who showed 
me the real purpose in living!
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Bu il d e r s  of such 

s t r u c t u r e s  as
bridges recognize the need of providing for 
a margin of safety. The structure must be 
made strong enough not only to support 
the maximum loads expected but to have 
an extra margin of safety for unexpected 
strains that it might have to bear. Yet, 
builders of bridges are not the first to con­
sider a safety margin. God, the Creator, 
provided our bodies with margin-of-safety 
factors.

In many respects the spleen might be 
said to be a safety-margin organ. Until 
the age of two a child may well succumb 
to an infection if the spleen has been re­
moved. But after that, if the spleen is re­
moved by surgery, other parts of the body 
apparently take up many of its functions.

Some 1800 years ago Galen, a leading 
physician of those times, said that “the 
spleen is an organ full of mystery.” The 
story is told that Rudolf Virchow, leading 
nineteenth-century pathologist, once asked 
a medical student in his class what the 
function of the spleen is. The student stam­
mered and said that he had known its 
function but had forgotten it. “What a 
pity!”  exclaimed Virchow. “Here at last 
we have a fellow who knew why we have 
a spleen and now he has forgotten it!” And 
there is still much about the spleen that 
is not clear, as can be seen, for example, 
by the difference in medical opinion as to 
just how the blood in the spleen passes 
from the arteries to the veins.

Its Characteristics 
It might well be 

said that there is no other organ in the 
body just like the spleen. The organ itself 
is insensitive to pain, being like the brain 
in this respect. It appears to be a gland, yet 
it belongs neither to the glands having 
ducts, for it has none, nor to those without 
ducts, for it produces no hormones. It has 
rhythmic contractions from two to five 
times a minute.

Where is our spleen located? In the 
upper part of the abdomen, just beneath 
the diaphragm separating the organs of 
the chest from those of the abdomen. It 
might be said to resemble a small curved 
hand. In adults it is about five inches long, 
about three inches wide and an inch to an 
inch and a half thick; on an average it 
weighs about seven ounces. It is of a pur­
plish or deep red color and has a tough 
elastic outer covering or ‘capsule.’ The 
spleen is very adaptable, being able to 
alter its size to suit its work load, circum­
stances and even the temperature.

Just how much the spleen does can be 
seen to some extent from this very apt 
description of it: “It is a combination 
manufacturing shop, filtration unit, waste 
disposal and salvage plant, and reservoir.” 
—Today’s Health, November 1969.

A Manufacturing Shop
To begin with, the spleen is a manu­

facturing shop. Even before the third 
month of development of a fetus the spleen 
begins to work, producing white and red 
blood cells. However, after birth a baby’s
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spleen limits itself to the production of 
white cells called lymphocytes. But what 
a producer it is! It is said that the blood 
is sixty times richer in white cells when 
it leaves the spleen than when it enters it.

As a manufacturing shop the spleen 
also produces antibodies, tiny particles in 
the blood that serve to build up the body’s 
immunity. And the spleen produces a sub­
stance that helps the body in combating 
the effects of irradiation. Valuable indeed 
are the products ‘manufactured’ in this 
‘shop.’

A Filtration Unit
The spleen is also a filtration unit. It 

shares with the liver in filtering out waste 
products in the blood, such as harmful 
organisms, worn-out red cells and platelets. 
It has a large artery seemingly all out of 
proportion to its size. But that it is very 
much needed is apparent from the fact 
that the body’s entire blood supply, some 
five to six quarts, passes through the 
spleen every ninety minutes.

This filtering is done largely by cells lin­
ing its blood channels. Their ability to do 
this baffles scientists. They tell us: “We 
don’t yet know what is that inherent 
ability in these cells that makes them so 
sensitive—it’s almost like a human ob­
server, a factory inspector watching a 
product for defects.”

A Waste Disposal and Salvage Plant
Once having filtered out all such useless, 

harmful or at least imperfect elements 
from the blood there is the problem of get­
ting rid of them, as well as salvaging what 
can be salvaged. These tasks the spleen 
also performs by means of certain of its 
cells. Red blood cells have an average life 
of 127 days. To keep the body properly 
supplied the red bone marrow must pro­
duce 2.5 million of these cells every second 
of every hour of both day and night. It

follows that to keep the bloodstream from 
getting clogged, a like number, some 2.5 
million worn-out cells, must be disposed of 
every second. Well has it been noted that 
the spleen (together with the liver) fur­
nish us with “an excellent example of dy­
namic equilibrium.” For this reason the 
spleen has also been called “ the grave­
yard of the red cells.” The cells that de­
stroy the old and worn-out red blood cells, 
and which in the spleen are stationary, 
are called macrophages, meaning “ large 
devourers.” The cells that attack harmful 
organisms are called phagocytes, meaning 
“cell devourers.” Toward the end of an 
attack by an infectious disease these cells 
are observed to be full of the organisms 
that caused the disease.

In disposing of the worn-out red cells 
the iron is salvaged. When the cells that 
destroy the worn-out cells have filled up 
on iron, they travel to the red bone mar­
row and deposit their salvaged iron there 
for it to be used over and over again. True 
it is that the spleen does not waste a single 
thing. Its cells are said to be more effec­
tive than those of the liver, but the liver 
gets more of this work done because of 
its having so many more of these cells.

A Reservoir
The spleen is also a reservoir. As small 

as it is when healthy, a spleen can ex­
pand to hold as much as a quart of blood. 
When we engage in strenuous exercise our 
spleen contracts to supply the muscles with 
extra blood. Likewise when there is a sud­
den loss of blood, as when there is a hem­
orrhaging or a wound, the spleen at once 
makes up for the loss to the extent that 
it can by squeezing practically all of its 
own blood into circulation. Similarly, when 
one who is used to living in a low altitude 
travels to a high altitude the spleen will 
at once send extra supplies of red cor­
puscles into the bloodstream; rpore being
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needed due to the scarcity of oxygen in 
the air. But after a time the red marrow 
and the heart adjust to take care of this 
increased burden.

In times past the spleen has often been 
associated with the emotions, as when one 
spoke of an angry person venting his 
spleen on someone. It appears that this 
point is well taken, for when a man or 
animal is gripped with fear or strong an­
ger, the spleen at once contracts, sending 
extra blood into the circulation so as to 
strengthen the body for the emergency. 
Thus experiments have shown that the 
spleen of a dog accustomed to chasing cats 
contracts and empties its contents into the 
dog’s bloodstream upon his smelling a 
duster that has been in contact with cats 
or upon hearing the meowing of a cat.

When Things Go Wrong
Not quite forty years ago a surgeon for 

the first time cut out the spleen of a pa­
tient suffering from hemolytic anemia, 
with apparently beneficial results. This op­
eration resulted in a great increase in the 
investigation of the spleen. It also seemed 
to make temporarily fashionable the cut­
ting out of spleens. Today, however, there 
is far less removing of spleens. For one 
thing, it was discovered that in such cases 
the fault is with the body’s production of 
defective red blood cells.

However, in certain diseased conditions 
doctors may recommend removing the

spleen, especially when it becomes greatly 
enlarged. There is a’ case on record where 
the spleen increased from six ounces to 
twenty pounds, an increase of fiftyfold! It 
was as if the woman was carrying a large 
baby in her abdomen! But this is rare. In 
fact, tumors so rarely affect the spleen that 
it has been described as anticancerous.

Today most operations for removing the 
spleen are due to severe accidents, such 
as those caused by auto crashes or skiing 
mishaps. If the capsule of the spleen gets 
ruptured, the blood will spill into the ab­
domen, and an operation may be necessary 
to keep the patient from bleeding to death. 
Or it may be damaged inside the capsule, 
causing it to fill up with blood until the 
capsule breaks, with similar fatal results 
possible. On the other hand, in shock, 
when the blood seems to disappear from 
circulation for apparently no reason and 
the patient becomes deathly pale and loses 
consciousness, it has been found that the 
spleen becomes distended with blood.

Truly the spleen serves valuable pur­
poses. Although the body can adjust to its 
removal, it performs valuable services. It 
is indeed ‘a manufacturing shop, a filtra­
tion unit, a waste disposal and salvage 
plant, and a reservoir.’ How all this testi­
fies to the wisdom of man’s Creator and 
underscores the words of the psalmist Da­
vid that our bodies are indeed made ‘in 
a fear-inspiring and wonderful way’ !—Ps. 
139:14.

‘W hat y o u r  ‘Voice
•  “The timbre of your voice is the quality which makes it distinguishable from  
the voices of others/' wrote Beatrice Desfosses in the book Your Voice and Your 
Speech, “Your voice is a reflection of your inmost self . . .  At the same time your 
voice reacts, chameleonlike, to the people with whom you associate— your com­
panions in work and play— and to national and sectional influences. Your voice 
also varies with the state of your mind and body. Someone who knows you well 
can detect unerringly the condition of your health and spirits when you speak to 
him over the telephone. Your voice is the sum of you, tempered by conditions that 
affect you at the moment."
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Snake Stories
A few types of snakes quite 

obviously can be dangerous. The 
very poisonous cobra, for exam­
ple, is reportedly responsible for 
some 10,000 deaths a year in 

India alone. During the breeding season 
the cobra can be aggressive, and there 
are stories about its pursuit of humans 
in a life-or-death chase.

HERE in Panama we encounter a wide 
variety of snakes. There are more 

than 125 different types, but of these only 
twenty-one are poisonous. And the non- 
poisonous varieties are much more popu­
lous than the poisonous ones. A number of 
missionaries of Jehovah’s witnesses have 
had interesting encounters. One of them, 
who lives in a town in the interior of the 
country, relates:

“One day we found the shed skin of a 
boa constrictor in our house. We were 
quite upset. When later we found the own­
er of the skin, we were even more upset. 
For we realized that he apparently had 
been in the house for some time feeding on 
the insects that inhabit our tile roof, with­
out even letting us know that he was 
around.”

Another missionary recounts: “I no­
ticed for several successive nights that 
something was in the spring of my bed. 
I could feel and hear soft movements dur­
ing the night, but I could not see any­
thing. Since I slept under a mosquito net, 
I felt quite safe from a mouse or even a 
rat, but imagine my horror when I decided 
to investigate and found a poisonous coral 
snake living in the spring!”

Yes, a common reaction to an encoun­
ter with a snake is that of terror. Is that 
your reaction? Is it a warranted one? Are 
snakes really dangerous foes of humans? 
Or do they serve useful purposes?

The python is another famous snake, 
the very mention of which arouses fear 
in some persons. It can be tremendous in 
size. An Asian python has been measured 
at thirty-three feet in length! The python 
kills by constricting or squeezing its prey 
until it suffocates. But there are few au­
thenticated reports of these snakes’ attack­
ing and devouring humans. In one in­
stance, however, a fourteen-year-old boy 
in the East Indies was caught and de­
voured by a python. A couple of days later 
the large snake was captured and killed, 
the body of the boy being recovered.

The largest living snake is the South 
American anaconda, which also kills its 
victims by squeezing them. There have 
been stories from Brazil from early times 
about the anaconda’s great size and 
strength. A few years ago a photographer 
in Brazil distributed a picture card of a 
gigantic anaconda, reputedly 131 feet long. 
And in 1948 a newspaper account told 
about a snake 156 feet long that was killed 
by a detachment of the Brazilian army. 
Were the snakes really that long? The 
claims have not been verified. There are 
reliable reports, however, of thirty-seven- 
foot anacondas, which are big indeed! The 
boa constrictor, which is found in Panama, 
can gain a length of over fifteen feet, rank­
ing next to the anaconda and python in 
size.
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Degree of Danger
Since these big snakes generally prefer 

smaller prey, the danger to humans is 
minimal. Thus the greatest danger to man 
is from poisonous snaked. But only a small 
percentage of the world’s nearly 3,000 
known species of snakes are poisonous. It 
is estimated that only about eight out of 
a hundred present any danger to man.

One writer recently observed that ‘the 
chance of being bitten by a snake in Pana­
ma is about the same as being struck by 
lightning.’ He also notes, however, that ‘it 
is best not to play around with snakes, 
since it is snake handlers who most often 
experience snakebites.’

The most dangerous snakes in Panama 
are the venomous fer-de-lance, bushmaster 
and coral and, to a lesser degree, the palm 
and hog-nosed vipers. Also, the Pacific sea 
snake, the venom of which is considered 
fifty times as poisonous as any land snake, 
may be hazardous to bathers along the 
Pacific coast.

But if it attempted to do so, could a 
pursuing land snake catch a man? Prob­
ably not. The fastest speed that most 
snakes can attain is only about eight miles 
an hour, slower than a person can run, 
and few snakes can go that fast. A notable 
exception is the swift king cobra. How­
ever, as it travels along, it carries its head 
off the ground, but has to drop it hori­
zontally to make turns. Thus a man, by 
dodging, may get away from it in the 
open. There are reports of persons escap­
ing the king cobra by just such maneu­
vers!

The fact is that snakes generally are 
quite shy, and will get out of man’s way

if given the opportunity. This preference 
for caution is true even of the poisonous 
varieties, including the cobra in most in­
stances. Snakes are not out looking to at­
tack humans. So if one is careful when in 
the garden or around trees or shrubs, the 
chances of being bitten are small. It is also 
good in some places to be alert around the 
garage or home, because venomous snakes 
invade these quarters too.

Undeserved Reputation
It appears that, for the most part, 

snakes have an undeserved reputation. 
Herpetologist (one who makes a study of 
reptiles) Sam Telford is among those who 
believe this. He says: “They have a repu­
tation they don’t deserve; because a few 
are dangerous all of them have been 
maligned.”

Actually snakes serve useful purposes, 
as Telford points out. They are important 
in the control of rats, mice and other ro­
dents that multiply at a rapid rate and can 
do great damage to crops. So, many farm­
ers look at the snake as their friend, as 
a co-worker in their agricultural efforts.

But snakes serve man in quite a differ­
ent way too. Willie K. Friar, writing in 
the Panama Canal Review, February 1970, 
observes: “The boa constrictor, which is 
referred to by some as a ‘fine hunk of 
meat,’ is a regular part of the menu 
served to students at the Air Force Tropi­
cal Survival School in the Canal Zone.”

While some snakes are dangerous and 
certainly should be treated with respect, 
the majority are useful to man. They are 
friends, not foes.

The largest of the deer family is the giant moose that lives in Alaska. 
It often reaches more than six feet in height at the shoulder. The 
smallest deer is called the pudu, or rabbit deer. It is found in Chile 
and is less than one foot tall.
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W l i i l p H ®

WHAT if darkness came suddenly each 
evening, as though a light switch 

had been turned off? Would you miss the 
twilight?

For many persons twilight is a treasured 
part of the day. They are enchanted by 
the changing colors and the gradual dark­
ening of the sky. The evening twilight' 
has inspired many artists to express them­
selves beautifully.

What Causes Twilight?
If there were no atmosphere around the 

earth, complete darkness would set in 
abruptly at sunset, like switching off a 
light. This is what happens when the sun 
dips below the horizon on the atmosphere­
less moon.

But on earth, when the sun disappears 
from sight in the evening, it continues for 
a while to illuminate the upper layers of 
the atmosphere. Earth’s atmosphere, with 
its many dust particles, continues to 
reflect sunlight, and supplies the earth 
with indirect light, or twilight. Thus dark­
ness comes on gradually as the sun sinks 
farther below the horizon and illuminates 
less of the atmosphere above. The same 
phenomenon, but in reverse, occurs in the 
morning before sunrise. This, too, is called 
twilight, or, more often, the dawn.

Not all people on earth experience twi­
light to the same extent. This is because 
its duration varies at different latitudes. 
For example, in equatorial regions, at low­

er latitudes, the sun rises and sets almost 
vertically in relation to the horizon. There­
fore it quickly “travels” down below the 
horizon until its rays do not touch even 
the highest layers of earth’s atmosphere. 
So twilight is very short near the equator.

However, in temperate regions, at high­
er latitudes, the path of the sun is slanted 
in relation to the horizon. Thus the sun 
takes longer to “ descend” below the hori­
zon to a point where its rays do not re­
flect on the atmosphere above. So twilight 
is longer there.

The duration of twilight will also vary 
at the same location during different sea­
sons of the year. This is because of the 
inclination of the earth’s axis, causing the 
sun to appear at different positions in the 
sky at different times of the year as 
the earth moves around the sun.

Intervals of Evening Twilight
Twilight is sometimes separated into 

three intervals. First, there is the so-called 
civil twilight. It begins at sunset and lasts 
until the sun has dropped six degrees be­
low the horizon. This is about as long as 
natural illumination permits ordinary out­
door activities and is when the first star 
appears.

Next comes nautical twilight, which 
continues as the sun sinks to twelve de­
grees below the horizon. At this point only 
general outlines of objects are discernible,

MARCH 8, 1971 21



the horizon appears indistinct and the 
brighter stars can be seen.

Finally astronomical twilight terminates 
when the sun reaches eighteen degrees be­
low the horizon. Illumination from the sun 
is then imperceptible and “complete” dark­
ness sets in.

Twilight Phenomena
The twilight sometimes presents a beau­

tiful display of colors. When the sun is 
about two degrees below the horizon, a 
gorgeous purple may appear. This color is 
a highly variable phenomenon, but usually 
it rapidly broadens and seems to intensify, 
so that it gives a purple hue to the objects 
on the ground. The purple light lasts till 
the sun is about six degrees below the 
horizon. It is said that it is produced by 
scattering of sunlight from a haze layer 
about six miles high.

Now an indescribable blue color may 
seem to spread all around in the air and 
on the ground. Especially is this the case 
where there is a wintry snow-covered 
landscape. This twilight glow in the sky 
gradually sinks into the horizon and dis­
appears as the sun approaches eighteen 
degrees below the horizon.

Effect on Plants and Animals
The gradual changeover from day to 

night provides both plants and animals a 
time of adjustment. Some plants slowly 
fold their leaves and flowers in twilight, 
seemingly to hide their frail parts from 
the night. Other plants seem to open them­
selves to catch or inhale something they 
missed during the daytime. They are evi­
dently controlled by a built-in clock, set 
by the changes of light and darkness.

A  similar process occurs in the animal 
kingdom. Some animals quiet down and 
head for their nests and lairs to sleep. But 
other animals wake up and get ready for

their nightly activities. This rhythm of the 
animals was poetically expressed nearly 
3,000 years ago by a Bible psalmist of Is­
rael, who gives Jehovah God the credit 
for this, saying: “You cause darkness, that 
it may become night; in it all the wild 
animals of the forest move forth.”—Ps. 
104:20.

Effect on Humans
Humans, too, can find twilight a whole­

some, pleasant part of the day. It gives 
time for adaption of the mind to the com­
ing night, and a pleasant adjustment of 
the eyes from daylight to darkness. It can 
soothe an uneasy mind and often creates 
a marvelous feeling of contentment. “Not 
until twilight come refreshment and alle­
viation,” says a poet.

Twilight can be an ideal time for medi­
tation. It invites man to lift his thoughts 
to higher levels than his daily tasks re­
quire. It tunes in man’s mind to deeper 
thinking and helps him to search his 
heart.

But one must be on guard too. For the 
effect of twilight upon a man’s emotions 
may also lead him astray. His thoughts 
may wander off and awaken his erotic de­
sires, inducing him to satisfy them in an 
immoral way. Wise King Solomon warn- 
ingly wrote about this in the Bible book of 
Proverbs. He describes how a young man 
in want of heart passes along on the street 
near a prostitute’s house “ in the twilight, 
in the evening of the day, at the approach 
of the night and the gloom.”—Prov. 7:7-9.

Surely this highlights the need for God­
fearing persons properly to use the twi­
light period, as well as other hours of the 
day. There is vital need to think on the 
clean and exalted principles expressed in 
God’s Word the Bible, and to lift up one’s 
thoughts in prayer to the Grand Creator 
of the soothing twilight, Jehovah God.
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1 NEW BIBLE TRANSUIIOH
-A/o £tnt/Mattel

By “Awake!” correspondent in Sweden

S— IB—  MgamkSi*
44X177 HAT? A new Bible? Who needsW it?” That is the reaction of some 
people when they hear about plans for an 
up-to-date translation of the Bible. And 
perhaps they feel justified, in view of the 
fact that the Bible is now available in over 
1,400 languages. Indeed, in some of the 
leading languages there are already nu­
merous versions.

Strange as it may seem to some, how­
ever, there is always a need for new trans­
lations. How so? The Bible scholar would 
probably offer at least three good reasons: 
(1) Within recent years many older and 
more reliable manuscripts containing Bible 
texts have been found and made available 
to Bible scholars. (2) New finds of old 
manuscripts on a variety of subjects have 
added to our knowledge of Bible languages 
and of the historical conditions prevailing 
in those ancient times. (3) The language 
of any translation may become hard to 
understand in the course of the years, 
some words even taking on an entirely 
different meaning.

How much better it is to be able to read 
the Holy Scriptures in the language of our 
own day! Who has time to be continually 
referring to a dictionary for the meaning 
of obsolete words—words no longer com­
mon in our everyday usage?

No Easy Matter
A  new Bible translation is not a project 

that scholars undertake frequently or cas-
MARCH 8, 1971

ually. It is no easy matter. That a new 
translation may become, on the contrary, 
a really complicated matter may be seen 
from what is taking place in Sweden, 
where a new Government-authorized ver­
sion is in preparation.

There are at present in Sweden only 
two “authorized Church Bibles,” one pub­
lished in 1541 and the other in 1917. One 
lasted almost four centuries, while the 
latest is only half a century old. Why, then, 
the hurry to produce a new one? The an­
swer seems to be that the language is 
changing at a more rapid pace today. 
Linguists claim that we are experiencing 
a language crisis, and nobody knows what 
to expect as a result. So great has been 
the change in the Swedish language in only 
fifty years that a new translation has be­
come necessary to make the Scriptures 
appealing and understandable to the av­
erage Swede.

It takes time to get a new Bible trans­
lation under way. In Sweden, you see, with 
its State Church, the matter becomes a 
Government issue. It was nineteen years 
ago that the Church Meeting of the State 
Lutheran Church made request to the au­
thorities for a new translation of the 
“New Testament” and Psalms, for a start. 
Not till ten years later was a motion in 
favor of the request presented in the Riks­
dag or parliament. That same year, on rec-
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ommendation of the Standing Committee 
on Miscellaneous Affairs, the Riksdag sub­
mitted the matter to the King, that is, to 
the Government. Two years later the Gov­
ernment appointed a Bible Committee to 
investigate the whole question.

After five years of research the Com­
mittee completed its report and sent it in 
to the Head of the Ministry of Education 
in February 1969. It consisted of 646 pages 
of fine print, and revealed the many prob­
lems that must be solved long before print­
ing can be undertaken. Let us consider 
three of these, namely: (1) What should 
be translated? (2) For whom should it be 
translated? and (3) How should it be 
translated?

What Should Be Translated?
To what shall we go as the basis for our 

translation? is a question that modern 
translators must determine. None of the 
original writings of the inspired prophets 
and apostles have survived. However, an­
cient handwritten copies of both the He­
brew and the Christian Greek Scriptures 
abound. Will they be the source for mod­
ern translators? Yes, but not directly, for 
scholars of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries, men who have specialized in the 
study of either Hebrew or Greek, have 
scanned and compared the multitudes of 
ancient manuscripts and have produced 
what we may call master texts.

The Bible translator may choose one of 
a number of these refined master texts, 
or he may decide to work with several of 
them. As far as the Christian Greek Scrip­
tures are concerned, he might choose that 
by Westcott and Hort, that by Nestle, that 
by Merk, or that more recently edited by 
Aland, Black, Metzger and Wikgren. The 
Swedish Bible Committee decided to work 
with several.

24

For Whom Translated?
It may seem strange that a decision has 

to be made about whether to translate the 
Scriptures for this or that section of the 
population. Why not simply get out a clear 
translation that will be understandable to 
all who can read? The Swedish Bible Com­
mittee seeks to accomplish much more.

One of its members, Dr. Karl Ragnar 
Gierow, a noted author, said that the Bible 
will come into the hands of “ the teacher 
at his desk and the schoolchildren in their 
benches; it must suit religious historians, 
exegetes, philologists and those engaged in 
literary research. It must be suitable for 
a quiet moment at the end of the work­
day, it must serve the person with literary 
interests and having an eye open for the 
beauty of great poetry and for the reader 
who opens it in his most anguished per­
plexity, his darkest moment, his direct 
need and despair.”

True, a Bible translation must meet the 
needs of a variety of people whose experi­
ence in language varies considerably. And 
it is conceivable that a translation into 
the language of the man in the street 
would find little favor among some learned 
men. At least, that is the view adopted by 
the Swedish Bible Committee. It suggested 
to the Government the production of two 
versions of the “New Testament” or Chris­
tian Greek Scriptures. One would be a 
“Church Bible,” “philologically accurate, 
with a concentrated, pregnant style of lan­
guage.” The other would be “for private 
reading, for use at home and at school, in 
its linguistic style of language more ap­
pealing to the reader of today.”

There are those who would go farther, 
who claim that at least three versions are 
desirable: one scientifically rendered ver­
sion, one modern version that would as 
faithfully as possible reproduce the con­
tents and stylistic qualities of the basic 
text, and a third rendered in common
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terms of today, so that the contents of the 
original text might reach the average 
reader.

How Should It Be Translated?
A third and most vital question in pro­

ducing a new Bible translation concerns 
the method to be followed in translating 
the original-language texts. The transla­
tor must determine how closely he is to 
follow earlier translations, whether he 
should make a revision of an earlier trans­
lation or a completely new, independent 
translation. If he decides on the first, he 
will follow the earlier translation as close­
ly as possible, only correcting inaccuracies 
and making some adjustments as to lan­
guage. A new translation, on the other 
hand, is made directly from a basic text, 
and the translator must draw upon all lan­
guage resources available— dictionaries, 
grammar books, commentaries, transla­
tions, special investigations, and so on.

If one asks an experienced translator 
which of the two he would prefer, it is 
quite likely he will favor the completely 
new translation. Even if the new transla­
tion involves more time and work, it is 
usually found to be more practical than 
to make an extensive revision of an earlier 
translation.

Translators must also choose between a 
so-called literal translation and an idiom­
atic translation. The literal translation 
aims at conveying as much as possible of 
the original language form, while the 
idiomatic method seeks to transmit the 
message of the original, using all the lan­
guage resources available. In other words, 
the literal translation directs itself to the 
original text, while the idiomatic directs 
itself to the reader.

Should a translator decide on a literal 
translation, he must determine how literal 
it should be without losing the sense of 
the text. He must also keep in mind that

literal translation demands consistency, 
which means that, by and large, every 
time a given word appears in the original 
text it should be rendered by the same 
word in the translation.

Idiomatic translation, on the other hand, 
gives the translator greater liberty. Never­
theless, as he seeks to render the sense of 
the basic text, he must also try to trans­
mit its style. And what makes this phase 
of his work more difficult is the fact that 
each of the Bible writers has his own per­
sonal style of writing. For example, Mat­
thew, Mark and Luke, while covering 
essentially the same material, differ con­
siderably in word choice and composition. 
Mark writes a fresh and natural Greek 
of high quality. Simplicity and liveliness 
characterize his account. In comparison, 
Luke’s style is more professional; his ter­
minology very precise. His use of medical 
terms and his familiarity in dealing with 
nautical terms, as in Acts, chapters twenty- 
seven and twenty-eight, are notable. He 
uses a much greater vocabulary than 
Matthew and Mark. Matthew, for his part, 
chooses a middle course in his style as 
compared with Mark and Luke.

Further complicating matters for the 
translator is the fact that a single Bible 
writer may change his style. The apostle 
Paul is especially noted for this. A mem­
ber of the Swedish Bible Committee, who 
is also a professor of classical languages, 
remarks about Paul: “He has an enormous 
register: elevated prose poem as in 1 Co­
rinthians 13, moving eloquence as in Ro­
mans 8:31-39, but also dry explanations. 
. . . His vocabulary is great (900 words 
that are specific only for him). He was 
a brilliant master of speech.”

A good Bible translator wants to con­
vey these characteristics of the different 
writers as well as the variations in style 
of each individual writer. He must be able 
to imagine how the writer would have ex-
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pressed his thoughts, had he been writing 
in our day and in our language. Probably 
this is why the Bible Committee declared 
that a real stylistic genius was needed for 
the job. But can such translators be 
found? The theological member of the 
Committee answers: “In our search for 
qualified translators I am apt to say that 
this country is becoming an ‘underdevel­
oped’ country as far as capable translators 
are concerned.”

Another question with which the trans­
lator must cope is, To what extent shall 
provision be made for clarifying footnotes 
or explanations of passages that are diffi­
cult to understand? The famous passage 
in Matthew 5:13 where Jesus speaks of 
the salt losing its strength is cited by the 
Committee as a case in point. Since ordi­
narily salt does not lose its strength, the 
Committee suggests the following footnote 
to that verse: “The illustration of salt los­
ing its strength and being thrown outside 
to be trampled on by men, can be ex­
plained by the way bedouins still use slabs 
of salt in their primitive ovens, where the 
salt at first stimulates the burning of 
camel manure, but later, through a chemi­
cal change, has the opposite effect. The 
now unusable slabs of salt would be used 
as road fill.”

Many footnotes of this nature would re­
quire extensive research in addition to the 
labors of translation. And yet this does 
not exhaust the problems of turning out 
a new translation. Still remaining to be 
determined are such questions as, How 
should the text be set on the pages? How 
should chapters and verses be arranged? 
What printing type should be used?

New Bible Translations Needed
There is no doubt that new, up-to-date 

translations of the Bible are needed in 
many languages, though, as we have seen, 
the filling of that need is no easy matter. 
From the foregoing, one can begin to un­
derstand the vast amount of work involved 
in the translation of a complete Bible into 
any language, such as that produced in 
English in recent years by the New World 
Bible Translation Committee. The Bible 
translations produced by that Committee 
are familiar to many readers of Awake!

Most persons of honest heart appreciate 
the importance of making the Bible avail­
able to the peoples of all races and na­
tions. It is equally important to make its 
message understandable to theise people. 
Modern translations can go far toward 
achieving that goal.

Should You Stifle That Yawn?
•  Did you know that when you yawn you help your breathing? This is because 
yawning ventilates your lungs more completely. In regular breathing apparently 
not all the air cells called alveoli in your lungs are equally ventilated. Some of 
these cells may actually close down at times. The blood that then passes through 
them enters your arteries without being fully oxygenated. This dilutes the average 
oxygen content in your blood.

The way these closed-down air cells in your lungs may be opened is by a long, 
deep yawn. And since most of your body’s muscles take part in this act, yawning 
may also serve to squeeze stagnant blood out of vessels where it has accumulated. 
Further, when you yawn, your throat opens wide and is completely relaxed for a 
moment. This is beneficial to your speaking voice.

What can you do if you feel a yawn coming on? Perhaps you can simply place 
your hand lightly over your mouth and get the benefits of a full yawn.
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W h at Is Death?

66T\EATH is the most important ques- 
j_J tion of our time.” Those are the 

words of the American psychiatrist Rob­
ert J. Lifton, professor at Yale University. 
He is devoting his life to the study of 
death, and among the conclusions he has 
reached is, “When you’re dead you’re 
dead.”—Newsweek, April 16, 1970.

Dictionaries and encyclopedias answer 
the question as to what is death in much 
the same way. Thus Webster’s Third New 
International Dictionary, Unabridged, de­
fines death as “ the state of being no longer 
alive” ; “ the ending of all vital functions 
without possibility of recovery either in 
animals or plants or any parts of them.” 

And the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
(1959), Vol. 7, pp. 108,110, states: “Death 
[is] the permanent cessation of the vital 
functions in the bodies of animals and 
plants, the end of life or act of dying.” 

Just what is included in “the cessation 
of all vital capacity” has been spelled out 
by Dr. V. J. Collins, director of anesthesi­
ology at the Cook County Hospital, Chica­
go, Illinois. He has developed a “score 
card” that takes in the five basic factors 
for determining when a person is dead. 
These are: “brain function, nerve reflexes, 
breathing function, circulatory function 
and heart action.” When all these have 
ceased, death is an absolute fact.—Science 
Digest, August 1970.

All the foregoing harmonizes with what 
the Bible says is the condition of the dead.

Thus in sentencing the first man Adam 
for his disobedience, God said: “Dust you 
are, to dust you shall return.” (Gen. 3:19, 
The New English Bible) Where was Adam 
before God formed him out of the dust of 
the ground? He did not exist. He was non­
existent. There was no Adam. So after 
he returned to his former condition, where 
was Adam? Not in heaven, not in hellfire, 
not in purgatory. He ceased to exist; there 
was no Adam; he was nonexistent.

That death means the absence of life, 
nonexistence, is time and again called to 
our attention in the rest of the Scriptures. 
Thus the Bible psalmist counseled: “Put 
no faith in princes, in any man, who has 
no power to save. He breathes his last 
breath, he returns to the dust; and in that 
same hour all his thinking ends.”—Ps. 
146:3, 4, NEB.

Wise King Solomon, in commenting on 
the emptiness of life, likens man to the 
animals in death, saying: “Man is a crea­
ture of chance and the beasts are crea­
tures of chance, and one mischance awaits 
them all: death comes to both alike. They 
all draw the same breath. Men have no 
advantage over beasts; for everything is 
emptiness. All go to the same place: all 
came from the dust, and to the dust all 
return.” “But for a man who is counted 
among the living there is still hope: re­
member, a live dog is better than a dead 
lion. True, the living know that they will 
die; but the dead know nothing. There are 
no more rewards for them; they are utter­
ly forgotten. For them love, hate, ambi­
tion, all are now over.”—Eccl. 3:19, 20; 
9:4-6, NEB.

But do you ask, What about the human 
soul? God’s Word tells us that when God 
created man in the first place ‘man came 
to be a living soul.’ It also says that “ the 
soul that sins shall die.” So neither as re­
gards the human soul can consciousness
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after death be maintained.*—Gen. 2:7; 
Ezek. 18:4, NEB.

True, the Bible speaks of certain “ dead” 
ones as being conscious, but these are only 
said to be dead in a spiritual sense, not 
literally. Thus the apostle Paul says: 
“ Time was when you were dead in your 
sins and wickedness, when you followed 
the evil ways of this present age.”—Eph. 
2:1, 2, NEB.

Interestingly, the modern trend among 
theologians is toward granting that the 
dead are actually dead. Thus James Laps- 
ley, of the Princeton Theological Seminary 
in New Jersey, in reviewing several books 
on the subject of death, states: “The litera­
ture both reflects and documents the de­
cline in Western culture’s traditional be­
lief in the immortality of the soul, and 
the consequent secularization of death. In 
Perspectives on Death, a compilation of 
essays covering many aspects of the sub­
ject from a dominant theological perspec­
tive, Lou H. Silberman and Leander Keck 
show that the idea of the immortality of 
the soul has in any case no biblical foun­
dation.”— Theology Today, April 1970.

But in spite of all these facts ever so 
many clergymen in Christendom still 
preach funeral sermons in line with the 
old creeds that teach that the human soul 
is immortal. If they are Protestant Evan­
gelicals or Fundamentalists, they consign 
the deceased to heavenly bliss at the mo­
ment of death. If the dead person hap­
pened to be a Roman Catholic, the priest 
places his soul in a torturous purgatory.

All of which calls to mind what a cer­
tain undertaker once said. He had buried 
ever so many Catholics, Protestants and 
Jews, but after having heard the funeral

* A note in The New American Bible (Roman Catho­
lic, 1970) states that the term “soul” refers to “the 
whole person with emphasis on the fact that the person 
is living, desiring, loving and willing, etc., in addition 
to being concrete and physical . . . There is no opposi­
tion or indifference between soul and body; they are 
merely different ways of describing the one, concrete 
reality.’*
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discourse and then buried one of the 
Christian witnesses of Jehovah, he mut­
tered, “That’s the first time I buried a 
dead man!”

However, those clergymen in Christen­
dom who have discarded the myth of the 
immortality of the human soul are faced 
with a problem, even as they themselves 
admit. Thus Dr. Minton, who teaches in 
the department of religion and philosophy 
in a United States midwestern college, in 
an article entitled “The Need for a Theol­
ogy of Death,” states: “The question of 
personal survival of death needs to be seri­
ously confronted, for that death is a prob­
lem to ‘secular’ man must be obvious to 
all but the blind.”— The Christian Century, 
March 25, 1970.

Why does death pose a problem to these 
‘secular’ clergymen? Because of-their hav­
ing rejected not only belief in a literal 
heaven and in the myth of human immor­
tality, but also the Scriptural hope of a 
resurrection from the dead, they have 
nothing to offer to their flocks, and so 
life comes to be without real meaning for 
them. But though the Bible teaches that 
the dead are really dead, death poses no 
problem for one who really believes the 
Bible, for the Bible holds out the hope of 
a resurrection of the dead.

The apostle Paul makes a masterly ar­
gument in favor of the resurrection of the 
dead at 1 Corinthians chapter 15. And 
Jesus himself said: “Do not wonder at 
this, because the time is coming when all 
who are in the grave shall hear his [Je­
sus’ ] voice and come out.”—John 5:28, 29, 
NEB.

Thus the resurrection hope gives mean­
ing to this present life, for it shows that 
there is hope for the future. The knowl­
edge that one has gained, and the pattern 
of right conduct that he has built up, are 
not blotted out eternally by death, but will 
count in the resurrection.
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A  Doctor’s Confession 
#  According to Dr. William  
A. Nolen, when he worked in 
a large New York hospital in­
terns were urged to get blood 
donors by any means. He said: 
“On our division, we had an in­
centive plan— a fifth of liquor 
and an afternoon off to the 
intern who brought in the most 
donors each month. The Com­
petition was terrific. . . . W e  
used cajolery, threats; no holds 
were barred. 'Your father must 
have blood immediately,’ one 
of my co-interns told a large 
family. Tf you don’t all donate, 
we’ll just have to give him 
dog blood, and that doesn’t al­
ways work well.’ Needless to 
say, the family moved en 
masse to the blood bank. . . . 
For a bottle of wine it was 
usually possible to get a deni­
zen of the Bowery to come 
donate.”

Chemicals in Foods
<$> It has been estimated that 
at least 2,000 chemicals are 
added to foods placed on the 
market by food processors. 
Another 1,500 get into foods 
as a result of processing and 
packaging. Easy-to-prepare  
meat dishes, frozen foods and 
other convenience foods rely 
heavily on chemical additives, 
food experts say. The vice- 
president of General Foods 
Corporation said: “It’s almost 
impossible for me to conceive
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of meeting the demands of a 
country like ours without food 
additives.” Critics object to 
the chemical additives because 
some additives have been 
shown to cause damage to the 
heart, liver and brain in tests 
on animals. The list of chemi­
cals banned by the Food and 
Drug Administration because 
of potential health hazards is 
steadily growing.

Crisis in Dog Population
#  The dog population is grow­
ing at such a pace in the 
United States that a crisis is 
developing in finding food for 
the animals. It has been esti­
mated that the dogs in just 
New York city consume a quar­
ter of a million pounds of food 
a day. At the turn of the 
century there were approxi­
mately one million wild horses 
in this country. These have 
been an important source of 
meat for dog food. Now there 
are only about 18,000 left. 
Whales are also used for dog 
food, creating a further danger 
to the diminishing supply of 
whales. Along with the prob­
lems arising from a human 
'population explosion’ is now 
the problem of 'too many 
dogs.’

Seminaries in Trouble
<$> Protestant and Catholic  
seminaries are on a steady de­
cline. Principal reasons appear

to be dwindling enrollments 
and finances. Reporting on 
this, The Christian Century ob­
served: “Protestant seminaries 
are drying on the vine and 
Catholic seminaries are dying 
on the vine. . . . While econom­
ic issues chronically plague 
educational religious institu­
tions, this year 'the fiscal cri­
sis,’ 'the financial crunch’ and 
'the future bleak’ headline 
the news coming from semi­
naries.”

Anglican Bock Music 
<§> In Perth, Australia, the 
Anglican Cathedral was filled 
with 2,500 young people who 
came to listen to the Cathe­
dral’s first jazz-rock mass. The 
archbishop called the service 
magnificent and then observed: 
“I have nothing but praise for 
the groups and the composer. 
For the church to be able to 
do this means there is still 
some hope for it.” While the 
young people went away enter­
tained, can it be said that they 
had been taught anything 
about their Creator and Chris­
tian principles? How different 
from the way the Founder of 
Christianity carried on his 
ministry!

Consideration for Nonsmokers 
<$> In public places such as 
buses, trains, theaters and res­
taurants, most smokers have 
shown no consideration for 
people who do not smoke. Now  
Dr. Jesse L. Steinfeld, U.S. 
Surgeon General, has come out 
in behalf of nonsmokers who 
have been forced to breathe 
air polluted by smokers. He 
said: “Evidence is accumulat­
ing that the non-smoker may 
have untoward effects from the 
pollution his smoking neigh­
bor forces upon him. It is high 
time to ban smoking from all 
confined public places such as 
restaurants, theaters, air­
planes, trains and buses. It is 
time that we interpret the Bill 
of Rights for the non-smoker 
as well as the smoker.”
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A Vietnamese Criticizes Church 
^  In a critical letter to the 
Pope, Ngo Cong Due, a Catho­
lic, claimed that the Catholic 
Church in Vietnam is afraid 
of peace because it would 
sweep away the privileges it 
enjoys. He went on to say: 
“Indeed, despite the war and 
widespread poverty, certain re­
ligious authorities live like 
princes.” “The weekly Tlnang 
Thien edited by Reverend Phan 
Van Tham, has revealed that 
five candidates nominated and 
backed by Catholics of the 
Phu-Binh deaconate had to pay 
the local priests one million 
piastres.”

Anticancer Drags Cause Cancer
#  According to a report that 
appeared in the Vienna news­
paper Arbeiter-Zeitung of No­
vember 26, 1970, the cancer 
research center at Heidelberg, 
Germany, reported that seven 
anticancer drugs actually cause 
cancer. The drugs are sup­
posed to destroy post-cancer 
operation growths, but experi­
ments with rats showed that 
they actually caused cancer in 
the course of time. On the 
basis of these experiments it 
was concluded that these drugs 
will cause cancer to develop 
twenty to thirty years after 
treatment. The drugs are Dy- 
chloren, Mythomen, Endoxan, 
Trenimon, Tio Tepta, Metomy- 
cin C and Natulan.

Use of Horseradish
<$> According to the Swiss bot­
anist Walter Schoenenberger, 
horseradish juice can give 
protection against colds. He 
claims that it has a destructive 
effect on bacteria. According 
to his recommendation, two 
or three teaspoons of horse­
radish juice daily can prevent 
head colds and other catarrhal 
afflictions.

Concentration Camp
Commander Sentenced

#  From 1942 to 1943 the Nazi 
extermination camp at Tre- 
blinka, Poland, murdered 18,-

30

000 Jews a day. The comman­
dant of the camp during this 
period was Franz Stangl. After 
the war he escaped to Brazil, 
where he lived until his arrest 
and extradition to Germany 
in 1967. During his trial the 
President of the Dusseldorf 
court said that Stangl had 
silenced his own conscience 
and ruthlessly carried out or­
ders. Stangl argued that he 
had only done his duty. The 
court sentenced him to life 
imprisonment. This same ex­
cuse of carrying out orders was 
recently used by U.S. soldiers 
on trial for the My Lai mas­
sacre in Vietnam.

Increasing Drag Use
Officials in many countries 

are becoming alarmed at the 
rising use of drugs among 
young people. In the United 
States more than four students 
out of ten have tried mari­
juana. This is eight times more 
than in 1967. One out of every 
six has used amphetamines. 
In Toronto, Canada, the use 
of amphetamines among young 
people has experienced a phe­
nomenal rise, according to The 
Telegram . The director of the 
Alcohol and Drug Addiction 
Research Foundation warned 
that it is creating a “drug 
skid row” of the young in 
Toronto. Since 1968 the use 
of marijuana has tripled. In 
Australia the problem is also 
growing. The Minister for 
Customs said that marijuana 
is coming into the country 
soaked in opium so the users 
will become addicted to opium. 
He also observed: “I can guar­
antee that if you have a child 
entering teens this year that 
child will be offered dangerous 
drugs or narcotics of some 
description before he or she is 
18.”

Effects of Marijuana
<§> In the face of a growing 
use of marijuana, scientists 
are making intensive studies 
of its effects on man. Evidence 
is beginning to appear that it

is not as innocent as some 
people claim. According to Dr. 
Sidney Cohen, former director 
of narcotic studies at the N a­
tional Institutes of Mental 
Health, marijuana may cause 
brain injury in some persons. 
This is indicated by a growing 
frequency of mental “black­
outs.” It also has been found 
that marijuana users are dan­
gerous drivers, especially at 
night. The drug prolongs the 
effect of glaring headlights on 
their eyes. It was found that 
they react as erratically as 
drunken drivers, having a slow 
reaction time and manifesting 
poor judgment.

Claim of Infallibility Challenged
<$> Since the Vatican Council 
of 1870, the Roman Catholic 
Church has declared the Pope 
as being infallible when speak­
ing officially on doctrine and 
morals. The Council was not 
unanimous in this declaration. 
That there are Catholics today 
who also do not accept the 
claim is evident from a recent 
book published by Catholic 
theologian Hans Rung. In the 
book he argues that neither 
the Pope nor an ecumenical 
council can proclaim dogmas 
that are infallible. He says: 
“To err is also ecclesiastical 
— and papal. You cannot iden­
tify any church authority di­
rectly as a voice of God.”

Successful Venus Probe
<$> On December 15 the Soviet 
Union landed an unmanned 
spacecraft on the surface of 
Venus. Radio signals continued 
from it for 23 minutes after 
it landed. This was the first 
time that scientific data has 
been received from a man-made 
craft on the surface of an­
other planet. According to the 
information received, the tem­
perature on Venus ranges from  
847 to 923 degrees above zero 
Fahrenheit, a temperature that 
is more than four times the 
boiling point of water at sea 
level. The atmospheric pres­
sure on Venus is 90 times that
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on earth at sea level, and 90 
percent of the atmospheric 
gas is carbon dioxide.

Invasion of Sea Urchins
<$> Sea urchins by the thou­
sands are denuding the sea 
floor of vegetation off the 
coast of California. At one 
time the southern California 
coast was lined with beds of 
giant kelp that were a refuge 
for fish as well as a source 
of food for them. Many of the 
beds have been destroyed or 
damaged by the sea urchins. 
In the past, sea otters, who 
feed on sea urchins, were able 
to keep their numbers under 
control, but this is no longer 
possible because fur hunters 
have destroyed tens of thou­
sands of these otters. Marine 
biologist Wheeler J. North ob­
served: “It's a classic example 
of the far-reaching conse­

quences that can occur when 
man destroys a species.”

Priestly Movies
<$> A popular subject for mov­
ies in Italy now is the parish 
priest. One is titled “The 
Priest’s W ife,” another “The 
Married Priest” and still an­
other “The Priest’s Lover.” 
Understandably the Vatican is 
very upset. Bishop Aldo Gobbi 
said: “It is very sad and hu­
miliating for us priests that 
on the screen, in so banal and 
offensive a way, the ideals 
which we chose with joy and 
enthusiasm are demolished, 
and we are made out to be 
hypocrites and deceived men.” 
It is interesting that the peo­
ple who are making these 
films and those who are pack­
ing out the theaters to see 
them are mostly Catholics, peo­
ple who were taught by priests. 
One movie director, Dino Risi,

observed: “The movie [“The 
Priest’s W ife” ] deals with 
something which is before 
everyone’s eyes. I did not make 
it up. Actually, reality may 
be worse than I showed it.”

Abolition of Capital Punishment
<$> At a meeting of the Central 
Committee of the World Coun­
cil of Churches, held in Ethi­
opia, a decision was made to 
call upon the nations of the 
world to abolish capital pun­
ishment. The committee con­
tended that capital punishment 
violated the “sanctity of life.” 
How sincerely interested the 
World Council of Churches is 
in the sanctity of human life 
is questionable in view of the 
fact that on September 3,1970, 
it announced that it was allo­
cating $200,000 for groups 
fighting racism in Africa, 
which includes guerrilla groups 
that are fighting in Angola.

Can any machine compare with 
the human body? No, it is a 
marvel that is superior to them all.

Since intelligence is required to design 
and make a machine, does it not take 
intelligence to make something superior 
to any machine?

Consider the facts in the book “ Did 
Man Get Here by Evolution or by Cre­
ation?” This hardbound book of 192 
pages will be sent to you for only 25c.
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With whom is he here making tents? 
What places did he visit on his evange­
lizing trips? How do we know which in­
spired books of the Bible he wrote? What 
features of them make these books espe­
cially beneficial to us?

Would you like to have the answers to these 
questions? Would you like to know more about 
Paul? The book that gives the answers is 
Scripture Is Inspired of God and 
This hardbound book of 352 pages gives not 
only detailed information about the apostle Paul 
and his inspired writings but also information 
about every book in the Bible. Its pages are the 
size of those in this magazine. The book will be 
sent to you, postpaid, for only $1.
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I am also to receive the booklet “ Look! I Am Making All Things New ”
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In: A U S T R A L I A :  11 Beresford Rd., Strathfleld, N.S.W. E N G L A N D :  The Ridgeway, London N.W. 7.
C A N A D A :  150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 390, Ont. SO. A F R IC A :  Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsfontein, Transvaal.
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