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you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical 
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. “Awake!" pro­
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dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those 
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish­
ment of God's righteous new order in this generation.
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Mlt as already the hour for you fo awake.”
— Romans 13:11

Volume L l l Brooklyn, N.Y., January 22, 1971 Num ber 2

DOES man
ance? He most certainly 

does. This is very obvious from 
the confusion, strife and violence 
that now fill the earth. For many 
years certain men of science, by 
making a study of the animals, 
have been seeking needed guid­
ance on how man should live. And they say 
that what they have learned helps them to 
understand men better.

Konrad Lorenz, a noted authority on 
animal behavior, for example, has made 
and published some very interesting find­
ings regarding the social habits of certain 
geese. These habits, he points out, seem to 
resemble human traits. According to him, 
there is a striving for supremacy among 
living creatures and “this always applies 
when you put five boys [or] five cockerels 
[or] five canary birds [or] five cichlid 
fish” together. He looks to the insight that 
natural science provides to help man to 
overcome his tendency to wage wars. He 
claims that “ the problems of behavior, mo­
tivations, and the like” can be solved only 
by such kind of learning.

Is this true? Is that the place to look

for guidance? Concerning 
such efforts to understand man 
and provide guidance for him by 
studying animals, noted Ameri­
can author Arthur Koestler ob­
serves: “Speaking in all humili­
ty, it seems to be of doubtful 
value to attempt a diagnosis of 

man entirely based on the analogies with 
animal behavior. . . .  By the nature of 
things, they do not go far enough, because 
they stop short of those exclusively human 
characteristics—such as language—which 
are of necessity excluded from the anal­
ogy, although they are of decisive impor­
tance in determining the behavior of our 
species.”—New York Times Magazine, Oc­
tober 19, 1969.

Author Koestler’s points are well made. 
And, interestingly, his conclusions are 
similar to what the Bible says. On the one 
hand, the Bible shows that certain things 
definitely can be learned by observing ani­
mals. It tells the lazy one to go to the ant 
and note its wisdom in storing up food for 
the winter. But, on the other hand, the 
Bible stresses the fact that animals, moved 
by instinct, are without understanding and
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reason. Thus the psalmist counsels: “Do 
not make yourselves like a horse or mule 
without understanding, whose spiritedness 
is to be curbed even by bridle or halter 
before they will come near to you.” Yes, 
you cannot give reasons to a horse or a 
mule as to why he should do this or that. 
Other methods must be used.—Ps. 32:9; 
Prov. 6:6-8; 2 Pet. 2:12.

How can man learn to solve the prob­
lems of human behavior by studying ani­
mals, when man’s problems involve his 
higher and more complex faculties? Man 
alone of earth’s creatures has reasoning 
ability and imagination. Only he has the 
power of conceptual thinking, of abstract 
thought. He uniquely has a moral sense 
that gives him an awareness of right and 
wrong. And none but man has the in­
stinct of worshiping a higher power. As 
anthropologist Loren Eiseley once so well 
observed, evolutionists, in their zeal to 
find physical similarities between man and 
beast, have ignored the vast and weightier 
difference between the brains of men and 
of animals.

Neither can we look to mere man him­
self. The wisdom of imperfect man is con­
tradictory. How many different philoso­
phies there are! In apostolic times the wise 
men of Greece largely belonged to two 
radically opposed schools, the Stoics and 
the Epicureans; yet both claimed to be 
wise. Up till the present time philosophers 
have continued to disagree radically with 
one another.

The same applies to political ideologies. 
To whom will one look for guidance? In 
the United States there are Republicans, 
Democrats, Socialists, Communists, Con­
servatives, and various militants. Who is 
to say which party or group is the best for 
the people, not to say anything about get­
ting others to agree with it? And what

about the even greater and more numer­
ous differences in religion?

Why all this confusion? The Bible an­
swers: “The wise ones have become
ashamed. . . . They have rejected the very 
word of Jehovah, and what wisdom do 
they have?” Yes, “ It does not belong to 
man who is walking even to direct his 
step.” Man, by reason of his original trans­
gression, is imperfect, weak, selfish. In 
fact, his inclination “ is bad from his youth 
up.” Because of this the Creator of man, 
Jehovah God, has provided his Word to be 
a light and a lamp to man’s pathway, and 
to equip him completely for all good works. 
—Jer. 8:9; 10:23; Gen. 8:21; Ps. 119:105; 
2 Tim. 3:16, 17.

This is what we should expect from a 
wise and loving Creator, and that he does 
exist is apparent from creation all about 
us. Has he not made abundant provision 
for all our material needs? Then should 
we not expect that he will supply our need 
for guidance? Those who study his Word 
with open minds and honest hearts and 
who look to him for guidance will be re­
warded with enlightenment. More than 
1,400,000 persons throughout the world 
have found this to be true. As a result they 
are living at peace with one another and 
enjoy contentment and peace of mind. They 
appreciate the value of the rules and prin­
ciples of God’s Word.—Rom. 1:20; Phil. 
4:19.

It is the Bible that instructs us to love 
Jehovah God with all our heart, mind, soul 
and strength, and our neighbor as our­
selves. It also sets out the command of 
Jesus to ‘love one another as I have loved 
you.’ What a different world this will be 
when all on earth obey these commands 
and the earth is “ filled with the knowledge 
of Jehovah as the waters are covering the 
very sea” !—Isa. 11:9; Mark 12:29-31; 
John 13:34, 35.
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|  GAN W H H ■
PHAV WIIH THE PSALMS?
MWhat kind of prayer does God hearlW j . : j -

MANY have marveled at how the voices 
of astronauts on the moon were trans­

mitted across hundreds of thousands of 
miles and were heard in all parts of the 
earth within a very short interval. This 
feat was made possible by the functioning 
of radio waves.

These dramatic developments in space 
travel and sound transmission suggest to 
unprejudiced minds that it is by no means 
impossible for human creatures to com­
municate with the One who created the 
moon and all the stars spread across the 
immensity of space. Yes, prayer directed 
to the Creator should appear all the more 
credible and desirable.

But how to pray for best results is the 
vital question. Men have always felt the 
need to pour out their troubles into the 
ear of a powerful listener, one who can 
help them overcome their problems. Thus 
it is that peoples of all religions—Bud­
dhists, Hindus, worshipers of Allah, mem­
bers of Christendom’s religions—engage 
in prayer. Some address themselves di­
rectly to the god they worship. Others 
pray through various intermediaries, such 
as “saints,” images and relics.

However, there is no book of religion 
that has so much that is sensible and in­
structive to say about prayer as the Holy 
Bible. From beginning to end it tells how 
men of former times, men who had faith 
in the one true God, prayed. It tells what 
they said in their prayers and the attitude 
in which they approached the Great Hear­

er of prayers. (Ps. 65:2) It tells what they 
prayed about and why.

Superstitious Prayer
Many persons in Christendom, as, for 

example, in some Caribbean lands, indulge 
in superstitious prayer, perhaps unwitting­
ly. In what way? Some seem to think that 
just because a certain prayer is in the Bi­
ble it has great weight with God. It be­
comes to them a sort of magic formula.

One portion of the Bible that comes in 
for special attention along this line is the 
book of Psalms. It contains many prayers 
uttered by King David and other faithful 
men under a great variety of circumstanc­
es. But what is often overlooked is that 
these are much more than personal prayers 
of individuals. In fact, many of them are 
clearly prophetic and have to do with Je­
sus Christ and his role in God’s purposes. 
Note, for example, that the apostle Paul 
applies Psalm 40 to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
—Heb. 10:5-10.

But superstitious persons believe that 
they can use each specific Psalm to meet 
some particular problem in their lives. One 
particular Psalm is said to promote suc­
cess in business, another to drive away 
evil spirits, another to obtain a job, and 
still another to ensure success in fishing. 
You may even hear some such person in­
quiring: “Which Psalm do you advise me 
to use in such and such a situation?” 
There are even specialists to consult if one 
is in doubt.
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Are you out of work? They will tell you 
to stand at a crossroads and recite Psalms 
21 and 22. Are you having trouble with 
your marriage mate? Then, say they, all 
you have to do is recite Psalms 1 to 9 dur­
ing nine days; Psalm 1 the first day, 
Psalms 1 and 2 the second day, and so 
forth, until all nine are recited on the 
ninth day. You are not having much suc­
cess in business? Then Psalm 25 is recom­
mended.

Psalm 109 is said to have the power, 
when recited, to protect against enemies, 
to remove them or even destroy them 
forever. It is supposed to be said while 
facing the rising sun and holding a lighted 
candle in one’s hand. People will even 
leave the Bible on their bed or other piece 
of furniture, the pages open, perhaps even 
with a lighted candle set on this particu­
lar page! It is thought that wicked spirits 
can thus be kept at bay or prevented from 
entering the house.

Alas! All those superstitious uses of the 
Psalms have not solved unemployment or 
the many other problems. Enemies are not 
reduced. Wicked spirits still appear to 
haunt the lives of the superstitious. Misery 
and poverty are still afflicting the very 
lands where these Psalms are recited for 
relief.

What then? Is this the kind of confi­
dence that people should put in the Bible? 
Is this the proper way to approach God 
in prayer? Is it to be expected that God 
will hear any of such prayers?

God’s Word Counsels
The Bible itself furnishes God’s answer 

to those questions. Not only does it con­
tain many samples of prayer, but it also 
has instruction for worshipers as to how 
they should pray. Prayer occupied an im­
portant place in the life and ministry of 
God’s own Son, Jesus Christ. He taught 
his followers to imitate his example and

he taught them how to pray. Said he, at 
Matthew 7:7, 8: “Keep on asking, and it 
will be given you; keep on seeking, and 
you will find; keep on knocking, and it will 
be opened to you. For everyone asking re­
ceives, and everyone seeking finds, and to 
everyone knocking it will be opened.”

However, did Jesus mean by those words 
that anything we asked would be granted? 
Not at all, for his disciple James writes 
of those who do not obtain answers to 
their prayers ‘because they ask for a wrong 
purpose.’ (Jas. 4:3) And Jesus himself 
dramatically pointed to the danger of pray­
ing for something not agreeable to God’s 
will, for, as he prayed in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, he said: “My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass away from me. 
Yet, not as I will, but as you will.” (Matt. 
26:39) One cannot pray as at Psalm 25:4, 
“Make me know your own ways, O Je­
hovah; teach me your own paths,” while 
making no effort to study God’s written 
Word, the Bible, to find out more about 
God’s wifi.

Then, there is the matter of praying for 
disaster to our enemies. Should a Chris­
tian do that? Jesus Christ taught his fol­
lowers: “ Continue to love your enemies 
and to pray for those persecuting you; that 
you may prove yourselves sons of your 
Father who is in the heavens.”—Matt. 5: 
44, 45.

Is it impossible for humans to follow 
that principle? Jesus himself held to it 
at the crucial point of his execution, for 
he cried out as he was being impaled: “ Fa­
ther, forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing.”  (Luke 23:34) And 
Stephen, while being stoned to death by 
the Jews, prayed, saying: “ Jehovah, do not 
charge this sin against them.” (Acts 7:60) 
Christians should not allow hatred or ideas 
of personal revenge to influence them. Ven­
geance belongs to God.—Deut. 32:35; Rom. 
12:19.
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It is quite evident that one cannot prop­
erly pray to God for mercy while at the 
same time denying mercy to personal ene­
mies. (Matt. 6:12) Then what about Psalm 
109 and Psalm 83? Do they not reveal a 
vindictive spirit? No, not if we understand 
them for what they are. They are com­
pletely in harmony with God’s purpose to 
punish and destroy the incorrigibly wicked, 
those who are willfully wicked, those who 
are really God’s enemies. (Ps. 83:2) And 
it should be noted that the first of those 
Psalms is a prophetic prayer that involved 
circumstances connected with the life of 
Jesus Christ. It is so applied by the apos­
tles. (Acts 1:20) Those prayers primarily 
expressed the desire for God’s name to be 
treated with respect as a result of his acts 
in connection with his people.—Ps. 83:16, 
18; 109:21, 27.

Right Use of the Psalms
The Psalms are part of the Holy Scrip­

tures about which the apostle Paul wrote: 
“All Scripture is inspired of God and bene­
ficial for teaching, for reproving, for set­
ting things straight, for disciplining in 
righteousness, that the man of God may 
be fully competent, completely equipped 
for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) 
Thus it is good to study the Psalms to­
gether with all the rest of the Scriptures 
so as to draw out of them those just prin­
ciples of God by which to discipline our 
lives. If our thoughts and our deeds are 
in harmony with those principles, then 
Jehovah will grant our earnest prayers. 
But if someone is using the Psalms in a 
superstitious manner while ignoring the 
rest of the Scriptures, possibly living in 
fornication or adultery, what then? Prov­
erbs 28:9 answers: “He that is turning 
his ear away from hearing the law—even 
his prayer is something detestable.”

One who leans upon the prayers in the 
book of Psalms exclusively, while failing 
to take into account the teaching of God’s 
Son in the matter of prayer, cannot be 
favorably heard by God. One must accept 
and apply the instructions and principles 
given by Christ Jesus, namely, to refrain 
from prayer that is engaged in just to be 
seen by men, to refrain from repetitious 
prayers, to offer prayers in the name of 
Christ Jesus. (Matt. 6:5-8; John 14:13) 
As Jesus himself testified: “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father [even in prayer] except 
through me.”—John 14:6.

The prayers that are agreedble to God 
are not memorized ones, or prayers writ­
ten by someone else in advance. Rather 
they are those that are spontaneous, not 
necessarily expressed in perfect grammar, 
not necessarily spoken fluently, but issuing 
from the heart. One Bible psalmist said: 
“I have called with my whole heart. An­
swer me, O Jehovah.”  (Ps. 119:145) Could 
he have said that if he had just read some 
written prayer? Surely not.

The one whose prayers are a delight to 
God is the one who has studied to know 
God and his will and his principles of righ­
teousness, arid whose heart has thereby 
been filled with appreciation and gratitude 
to the Creator. Then the prayers of such 
a one are not merely petitions for some­
thing from God, but include praise and 
thanksgiving to the Great Giver of “every 
good gift and every perfect present.” 
—Jas. 1:17.

Jehovah’s witnesses are a people who 
have full faith in God and who fully val­
ue prayer as an avenue of approach to 
God. They accept the Holy Scriptures, in­
cluding the Psalms, as the Word of the 
only true God. However, they do not at­
tribute to the Psalms any supernatural, 
magic power. They were written, as were
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all the Scriptures, for our comfort and 
to build up our hope. (Rom. 15:4) Many 
of those Psalms in the Bible contain proph­
ecies about God’s kingdom under Christ. 
That kingdom, about which Jesus taught

his followers to pray, saying, “Let your 
kingdom come,” is the kingdom that Je­
hovah’s witnesses are proclaiming in all 
the world as the hope for all who would 
enjoy God’s gift of life.—Matt. 6:9, 10.

MANY are the changes taking place in 
the world. In Iceland, as elsewhere, 

folks have talked about these things. If 
older persons were to share their thoughts 
with the younger generation, the conver­
sation might go like this:

“You young folks can hardly imagine 
how greatly things have changed since I 
was born. Not even novelist Jules Verne 
could have imagined so many changes, even 
though he lived close to our time. Do you 
see that Vesuvius-like volcano over there 
on the tip of the peninsula? That was the 
place where he had his ‘Journey to the 
Center of the Earth’ begin by letting his 
heroes descend through its crater on the 
trip that took them right through our 
globe and out to Stromboli in Italy. He 
penned that fantasy about a century ago. 
But much has changed since then.”

“Oh, please tell me more; it’s always 
so fascinating to listen to what you tell 
about the old days.”

“Some younger folks probably won’t 
believe that things have ever been much 
different from now, but these past five 
or six decades have brought unprece­
dented changes.

Housing
“Take housing, for instance. See those 

modern apartments over there? They’re 
made of reinforced concrete, and have steel 
and aluminum frames around the doors 
and windows. On the inside, there are 
deep-pile carpets, electric stoves, refriger­
ators and other modern gadgets. And look! 
No chimneys—they’re heated with water 
from the hot springs! Well, the house I 
was reared in was much different.”  

“Didn’t you live in one of those old- 
fashioned farmsteads?”

“You’re right And if you want to see 
one, you can go to the little outdoor mu­
seum over there on the other hill. My home 
was such a torfbcer, a house built from 
sod or turf, both the walls and the roof. 
It was lined with planks on the inside. The 
gables were wooden structures with doors
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and had the only windows in the house. 
The floor was just the good old earth itself!

“Practically every farmstead was built 
that way, even houses in the towns. They 
didn’t have any electricity, running water 
or other facilities. We had a big open fire­
place in the kitchen. Aside from that there 
was no heating device, but we got some 
heat from the cowhouse. This was built 
alongside the house and connected with it, 
so we didn’t have to go outside in the win­
ter to feed and milk the cows. Really, it 
was quite cozy!”

“But why did they build the houses like 
that? Couldn’t they just use wood for the 
whole house?”

“Wood was simply too scarce. It had to 
be imported, every splinter of it. Those 
living near the sea often used driftwood. 
That was all they had, and it was neces­
sary to save it for the most urgent needs.”

“My, what a home! Didn’t you ever long 
for something better?”

“No, we knew nothing better. And de­
spairing or protesting wouldn’t have got­
ten us anywhere. People, the younger ones 
too, were a more humble lot then, more 
content with life. They didn’t make a big 
noise protesting this and that. Youths then 
had no time for such monkey business. 
Speaking of toil, do you see those people 
working over there in the hayfield?”

“Oh, yes; they really work at it, don’t 
they?”

Work
“By modem standards, I’d say so. With 

that tractor and modern equipment, they 
should be through by evening. But in my 
day we mowed everything with scythes 
and turned and raked it all by hand. With 
our damp climate, it often took us weeks 
for jobs that now can be finished in one 
fey with machinery. That’s a big change 
—mechanizing almost everything.”

“But isn’t that a good thing—to let the 
machines work for you?”

“Of course, there is nothing wrong with 
that. But work doesn’t harm you either. 
We learned to work quite early in life and 
at varied tasks. On my father’s farm we 
had to learn to do everything. And since 
the farm could not support all of us chil­
dren, we also fished a lot. The farmers 
jointly owned a boat so we could row out 
and fish. We also used it for going to town 
and transporting things home.

“Only a few boats then were big enough 
to carry sails. It could be a dangerous af­
fair when a storm blew up. Many a tragedy 
occurred when such an open boat cap­
sized or was wrecked, with all hands lost. 
Small communities could lose practically 
all their able-bodied men in that way. I 
remember a fishing boat that was lost, 
I think in 1911, and twenty-seven men 
drowned. Their dependents, counting wives, 
children and old people, were about eighty- 
five. You can see what a catastrophe that 
was!”

“I surely can. I don’t believe I would 
like to go to sea myself, but if I did I ’d 
prefer one of those modem diesel trawlers 
over there in the harbor. Aren’t they al­
most unsinkable, with all that radar and 
sonar equipment?”

“Unsinkable is quite a strong word to 
use even today. Remember the Andrea 
Doria? It was a huge, modern ocean liner, 
but it sank after a collision. But it is true 
that a steel-built thousand-tonner can 
weather almost any storm. Besides that, 
it is a much more efficient fishing ma­
chine, so to speak, than anything known 
in my youth. But I too would rather stay 
on land, on a farm, for instance. It was a 
much cozier place, an almost self-sufficient 
unit, a small world all by itself. We 
weren’t off in a motorcar to the nearest 
supermarket when we thought of food.
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And as for other goods, we simply made 
most of them ourselves and had fun doing 
it.”

Food and Clothing
“But how was that possible? As far as 

I know, agriculture in Iceland hasn’t ever 
been very productive. Didn’t you grow 
mostly grass?”

“ Yes, mostly, even though that was not 
all. But with that we could feed the do­
mestic animals. So, we had most of our 
needs covered.”

“I don’t quite see that. From the animals 
you could get meat and some milk, but that 
would hardly be enough for your needs, 
would it?”

“ Not exactly. But having a variety of 
meat, from the sheep, cows and even hors­
es, and milk from the cows, we really had 
much in the way of basic needs. We could 
get cream, curds and cheese, and also sour 
whey for preserving meat when salt was 
scarce. We did grow some vegetables—po­
tatoes, turnips, cabbage and the like—but 
no grain or other cereals. Such crops, of 
course, couldn’t be grown in our short 
summer. We bought it by the sackful in 
town, together with what is still known 
as ‘colonial goods,’ such as sugar and cof­
fee, also nails, wood and many other things.

“We usually paid for them with our 
surplus wool, raw or spun, dried fish and 
fish oil and eiderdown. We would barter 
and try to get a good price. And having 
enough wool at home from the sheep, we 
would make most of our clothing, home- 
spun and knitted. Socks, sweaters and even 
underwear of this kind are still the best 
for our climate.”

“ So, you mean you just stayed out there 
on the farm, making all those things for 
yourselves?”

“That’s about right. We had our own 
foodstuffs, and at times we also had fresh 
fish and birds’ eggs, besides some lichen

or Iceland moss and wild berries for vari­
ous foods. And having food, clothing and 
a roof over our heads, what else did we 
need?”

Recreation and Transportation
“Well, what did you do for recreation?”
“Oh, we didn’t have much spare time. 

In the evenings we also worked. We usual­
ly worked with the wool, spinning, knitting 
and the like, both men and women. It was 
actually refreshing to sit down and enjoy 
the company of the whole family after a 
long day of outdoor activities. We would 
also take turns reading aloud to the others, 
from the old sagas or poetry or the Bible 
—all in the light of homemade candles or 
lamps lit by seal or whale oil. At times 
guests would entertain us, telling stories 
or reciting lyric poetry about events of 
long bygone days.”

“That may have been fun, but didn’t you
ever go places?”

“We did, at times. It was customary to 
ride to church each Sunday, and often we 
visited with other farmers en route. Some 
even started out on Saturday so as to have 
more time for social activities.

“While you may not think much of life 
as it was then, don’t think it was dull and 
dreary. It was really a full life. And I 
would prefer it any time to the haste and 
waste-making of the world we have today. 
We had more time. We could reflect on 
the handiwork of our Creator. We were 
not scurrying about in cars and planes; we 
rode horseback and many walked, not be­
ing able to afford a horse. And often they 
walked for many miles on sheep- and 
horse-trodden paths among the lava blocks. 
You youngsters may not understand it, but 
we enjoyed it very much.”

“My, what a change! I suppose you al­
most have to live and see it with your own 
eyes to understand it—and the changes 
you have seen.”
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The Biggest Change—People!
“But, you know, when I think of it, the 

greatest change is not what science and 
modern technique have accomplished. It is 
the change affecting the minds and hearts 
of people.”

“What do you mean by that?”
“Well, people have changed very much; 

the barriers are down, so to speak. Noth­
ing seems to 
stand in the 
way o f  most  
people today; 
nothing inhib­
its them. In 
general there 
is no respect 
for authority 
or the rights of 
others or their property. You can hardly 
trust anyone anymore. People do not feel 
safe. That wasn’t the way it used to be. 
In my youth a man was a man and a 
word a word, but that simply isn’t true 
anymore. Dishonesty, bribing and all kinds 
of stealing are rampant. But this new law­
less trend comes as no surprise to Chris­
tians. The mental attitude of most people 
today was described long in advance, in 
Bible prophecy. Do you remember the 
verses at 2 Timothy 3:1-5?”

“Yes, I recall them. That’s where the 
apostle Paul says that the time will come 
when men will be ‘lovers of themselves, 
lovers of money . . . [and] lovers of plea­
sures rather than lovers of God.’ ”

“That’s the one all right. Paul also 
says that in the ‘last days’ there will 
be ‘critical times hard to deal with’ ; this

because of the moral breakdown among 
people in general. Well, we were by no 
stretch of imagination perfect people back 
then, before 1914. But still people had not 
sunk to the low level described by the 
apostle Paul. They were more simple, 
straightforward and linspoiled. Today not 
a few would have thought them a naive 
lot. But life was more unhurried, happier

than in this  
day and age of 
stressed minds 
and  b o d i e s .  
The change in 
people’s atti­
tudes is no less 
a change than 
all the material 
ones together, 

and I think that even you can see the dif­
ference, can’t you?”

“Yes, and when I reflect on your words 
and what you have told me at other times, 
I look forward to getting more insight into 
what the Bible has to say about God’s new 
system of things.”

“That’s the right way to think for a 
young lad,* and for older folks too, because 
knowledge of Jehovah and his purposes is 
most vital now. You can recall the gist of 
John 17:3, can’t you?”

“Why, yes, that is where Jesus says: 
‘This means everlasting life, their taking 
in knowledge of you, the only true God, 
and of the one whom you sent forth, Jestis 
Christ.’ ”

“Right. And the knowledge you now 
have about the changes in the world since 
1914 helps you to see that these are, in 
fact, the foretold ‘last days.’ ”

•  Getting G o d ’s Viewpoint on Marriage.

•  Does Your Job O w n  Y o u ?

•  What the "  New Math” Teaches Your Child.

— In the next issue.

YOUR SKIN
•  “The average person has seventeen square feet of skin, which weighs 
a little over five pounds, and from the two or three million sweat glands 
he perspires about a quart a day.”— GP, June 1969.
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EELS, eagles and elephants—represen­

tatives of sea, air and land animals 
—have no need for clothing. Their bodies 

are adequately provided with protective 
covering against the elements of their re­
spective environments. And well it is for 
them that they have no need of clothing; 
they certainly would be unable to provide 
it for themselves.

We humans, however, are different. Our 
Grand Creator made us with the capacity 
for designing and making clothes for many 
purposes, and for the great variety of con­
ditions under which we live. Yes, we need 
clothing for more than one good reason.

Even in the hottest weather we need 
clothing for the sake of modesty—to pac­
ify our sense of shame. This has been true 
ever since our first parents, Adam and 
Eve, disobeyed God’s command and ate 
of the forbidden fruit from the tree of 
knowledge of good and bad. (Gen. 3:7) 
Another purpose served by clothing—it 
gives us confidence by enhancing our ap­
pearance.

But a principal reason why people in 
many parts of the earth need clothing 
right now is to protect their bodies from 
the cold. The big question for them is, How 
to dress right for cold weather.

What Kind of Underwear?
Let us start with the clothing closest to 

the body. It is reasonable to wear warmer 
undergarments in the winter than in the 
summer even if you do not feel the need 
for it. Why? Because the heart must work 
harder to keep the body warm in winter,

and warmer clothing saves it added work. 
Of course, if you work in a steam-heated 
room or office all day you will not want 
to wear the same kind of underwear that 
the postman spending his whole day out­
side wears. But what kind should it be if 
you must be out in the cold? Simply wear­
ing heavier underwear may not be the \ 
best solution.

For example, it is better to wear two 
light cotton-and-wool garments than one 
very heavy all-wool garment. Why? Be­
cause of the air between the garments. 
Dead air is a poor conductor of heat. That 
is the advantage of what is called “thermal 
underwear.” It has a waffle knit that traps 
air within its layers.

Still another type of garment that 
employs this principle is that with the 
“Brynje mesh.” However, instead of trap-

12 A W A K E !



ping the dead air within its layers, it traps 
the air next to the skin. How does it do 
this? By its fishnet design; it is something 
like mesh hosiery.

For very cold weather there is also 
quilted underwear, but it is rather bulky.

What About Outer Clothing?
Among the things to remember about 

outer clothing, when dressing for cold 
weather, is that dark-colored clothing is 
warmer than light-colored clothing. Dark 
colors absorb the heat of the sun; white 
or light colors repel it. Wear light colors 
in the summer to keep cool; but wear dark 
colors in the winter to keep warm.

Soft-finished clothing, such as flannels, 
cheviots and tweeds, have much to recom­
mend them if you are faced with a dry, 
calm cold. But when it comes to protecting 
yourself from sleet and snow and a driv­
ing wind, then clothing with a hard finish, 
such as a worsted or a sharkskin, will serve 
you best. It will not only keep the wind 
from blowing through but also make it 
less likely that wet snow will cling to your 
clothes.

With outer garments also the principle 
applies that two thin garments are better 
than one heavy one. Not necessarily two 
separate garments, but perhaps garments 
that are lined. Some topcoats have a re­
movable lining—ideal for comfort, con­
venience and warmth, and also for econo­
my. A lining can be plain or quilted, 
depending upon the degree of cold with 
which you must contend. Or you might 
find that as an added garment a thin 
sweater or a knitted vest will keep you 
warm. A cashmere sweater for this pur­
pose—if you can afford one—is tops for 
warmth and has a minimum of bulk. Oth­
erwise, a thin or medium-thick woolen 
sweater will do.

Dressing right for cold weather also in­
cludes giving thought to collars and cuffs

of coats and jackets. They should fit rath­
er snugly to keep the warm air from es­
caping. Wearing a shawl or scarf around 
the neck is also the course of prudence. 
But, remember, you defeat your purpose 
if your clothing fits too tightly.

The Head, Hands and Feet
Many neglect to wear a head covering 

in cold weather, but that is a mistake. The 
blood does not recede from the skull be­
cause of the cold, so much blood is chilled 
when the head is exposed. The knitted 
stocking type of cap has much to recom­
mend it, and so does the cap with a pro­
vision for protecting the ears. Smart, popu­
lar and very practical are the Russian 
types of fur or imitation-fur hats. When 
the cold is very severe, it is also wise to 
protect the mouth and nose with a shawl, 
or a face mask that .has openings for the 
eyes and nose.

What about the hands? While some un­
lined gloves may look stylish, in cold 
weather they may cause the hands to be 
colder than if one wore no gloves at all; 
especially would that be the case if the 
gloves fit tightly. For keeping the hands 
warm, lined gloves are best—lined with 
either wool, fur or imitation fur. But here 
again, get gloves that are large enough. 
If your gloves fit too tightly they will in­
terfere with the circulation in your hands 
and so you will have cold hands in spite 
of your wearing lined gloves. Mittens, of 
course, are the warmest of all. If you wish, 
you may be able to get some that have 
not only the thumb but also the index fin­
ger in separate sheaths. The big problem 
with gloves or mittens is to have them as 
warm as needed and yet let them permit 
you to do things with your hands.

There is also the very important matter 
of keeping the feet warm. The feet, being 
the farthest away from the heart, are the 
most likely to get cold. Here again it must
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be noted that two pairs of thin socks or 
hose will be warmer than one heavy pair. 
And in wearing more than one pair, let 
the first pair, next to the skin, be of cotton, 
and the next or outer pair be of wool. But 
bear in mind that if your wearing heavy 
or added socks unduly squeezes your feet 
you are no better off. If need be, get a 
pair of shoes just a little large, for use 
with the added hose in the winter. It need 
not be an added expense. Your shoes will 
simply last longer.

If there is much snow on the ground, be 
sure to keep your feet dry. In some places, 
rubbers or overshoes are used. Elsewhere, 
certain shoes are specially made for such 
weather. To help protect your shoes, keep 
them well polished. In fact, it would be 
well to put on several layers of shoe polish 
as a kind of. waterproofing measure. And 
if you do get your shoes wet, stuff them 
with crumpled-up paper and let them dry 
out gradually. Do not keep them close to 
the heat.

Do not overdo in the matter of keeping 
warm. This is a point that mothers need 
to watch in connection with young chil­
dren. Authorities agree that it is best to 
keep oneself a little on the cool side. Over­
heating can cause as much harm as too 
much cold. When you find yourself get­
ting rather warm, loosen your outer gar­
ments or remove some of them. In this re­
gard it is a good habit to listen to the 
weather forecast on radio or TV so as to 
learn what the temperature is outside; 
then dress accordingly.

From the foregoing it is apparent that 
dressing right for cold weather is largely 
a matter of using good judgment based 
on your own and others’ experiences.

Other Factors
The body itself does what it can to meet 

the challenge of cold weather both by

shivering and by stepping up the meta­
bolic processes. This the body does by 
pouring more adrenaline into the blood. 
Interestingly, women show a greater in­
crease in metabolic activity and lose 10 
percent less heat when exposed to the cold 
than do men.

Obviously, a well-nourished body can 
withstand the cold better than can a poor­
ly nourished one. So choose wholesome,

. nourishing food, being sure to get enough 
vitamins and minerals.

Another factor to consider is that ac­
tivity can help you to keep warm. The 
more you keep active the less urgent will 
be your need for very warm clothing. To 
keep warm in cold weather walk briskly, 
but do not overdo.

Also, if you would keep warm in cold 
weather do not smoke tobacco. Smoking 
just two cigarettes will reduce your skin 
temperature by from 4.5 to 6.5 degrees 
Fahrenheit. And after smoking them it 
will take fifteen minutes to return to its 
normal temperature.

Further, do not drink alcoholic bever­
ages to keep warm when you are faced 
with severe weather. Says The Pharma­
cological Basis of Therapeutics (1970): 
“The taking of alcoholic beverages to ‘keep 
warm’ in cold weather is obviously irra­
tional and may be dangerous if the conser­
vation of body heat is essential. Those ex­
perienced in polar exploration are well 
acquainted with the dangers of this temp­
tation.” This is because alcohol causes the 
blood to rush to the surface, but the end 
result is a lowering of the body’s tempera­
ture.

Yete, how you dress, what you take into 
your body and your physical activity all 
have a bearing on the success of your ef­
forts to keep warm when the weather is 
cold.
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T HE most frequently performed operation 
on the human body, next to pulling teeth, 
is the removal of the tonsils. The opera­

tion, called a tonsillectomy, is performed most­
ly on young children. Is this operation always 
wise? W hat is the function of the tonsils?

Actually we have several different sets of 
tonsils. The two generally referred to by the 
term “tonsils” are in the back of the mouth 
just above the throat, below the roof of the 
mouth and toward each side. These are 
termed the “palatine” tonsils because of their 
close proximity to the palate.

Tonsils at times get inflamed and swell. 
Especially when these become badly infected 
do they almost completely block the throat, 
so removal of infected tonsils has long been 
practiced.

While the medical profession today discour­
ages the removal of the tonsils except in cases 
where they are seriously infected, the facts 
reveal a wide difference in attitude toward 
the practice. Thus the Canadian Medical Asso­
ciation Journal of December 28,1963, observed 
that in some areas of Canada hospitals remove 
proportionately nine times as many tonsils in 
the course of a year as do others. Obviously 
this represents quite a difference of opinion 
as to the indications for removing tonsils.

The tonsils are now recognized as defending 
the body against infections that would other­
wise invade it. They are composed of lymphoid 
tissue, which forms the white blood cells 
called lymphocytes, the cells that attack germs 
in the body. That harm can result from their 
unnecessary removal is becoming more and 
more evident. Thus it has been found that 
there is a much higher ratio of multiple scle­
rosis in persons who had their tonsils removed 
than among those of their relatives who did 
not have their tonsils removed.— Lancet, De­
cember 18, 1965.

Also it has been observed that, among chil­
dren who have had their tonsils removed, there 
is a higher proportion of polio than among 
children who were not deprived of their ton­
sils. Reporting on this matter in the Annals 
of the N ew  York Academy of Sciences (1955), 
Dr. R. § . Paffenbarger, Jr., stated that his 
research “leads us to believe that susceptibili­
ty to polio is enhanced by tonsillectomy per 
s e ”  And writing in the American Journal of 
Hygiene, September 1959, he gave further rea­
sons why cutting out the tonsils predisposes 
children to oolio-virus invasions. Supporting 
his position, The Merck Manual (1961) states 
that “recent evidence indicates that patients 
who have had tonsillectomy are more apt to 
develop bulbar poliomyelitis than patients who 
have not undergone such surgery.”

In both the United States and the United 
Kingdom the ratio of deaths from complica­
tions resulting from tonsillectomies is one in 
10,000. To some persons, this may not seem 
to be many, though in the United States it 
amounts to upward of 100 a year. But note­
worthy is the statement of one authority who 
says that “more by far die from complications 
of tonsillectomies than ever die from diseased 
tonsils.”

What can be done when tonsils are in­
flamed? Among other things prescribed are 
rest, hot or cold compresses around the neck, 
a light diet, possibly aspirin and/or antibiotics. 
Enemas or purgatives are beneficial, and 
gargles, sprays and throat lozenges may be 
soothing. The Australian Medical Journal, 
January 12, 1963, told of a milk-free diet. A  
certain doctor has been using this with great 
success in curing stubborn tonsillitis. But, 
above all, do not hurry yourself to have your 
children’s tonsils removed.

c&he cMeart eTKCuscle
•  Did you know that heart muscle cells have inherent power of rhyth­
mic contraction? The heart will beat for a while even if it is removed 
from the body, and pieces of muscle will beat after removal from the 
heart. The nerves that connect the heart to the brain modify the beat, 
but do not initiate it.— Encyclopaedia Britannica (1959), Vol. 15, p. 972.
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PORNOGRAPHY is the portrayal of be­
havior designed to cause sexual ex­

citement. The word comes from the Greek 
pomographos, which literally means ‘har­
lot writing’ or ‘the writing of prostitutes.’ 
So books, magazines, pictures or films that 
pander to base sexual appetites are con­
sidered pornographic.

Some argue that pornography should be 
outlawed, since it is associated with im­
morality. Others maintain that pornog­
raphy is not obscene or immoral in their 
own minds, and so consider any restric­
tions an infringement of personal freedom.

In the United States, as elsewhere, there 
has been much confusion over the matter. 
Earl Warren, former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, once said: “ In all my years 
of service on the Supreme Court, the sub­
ject of obscenity and how to deal with it 
has given me the most difficulty.”

Recent Trend
How widespread has the tide of por­

nography become? In the United States, 
Cincinnati lawyer Charles Keating, Jr., 
stated: “The spread of pornography has 
reached epidemic proportions in our coun­
try.”

Writing in McCall’s magazine, Myra 
Mannes declared: “We have, in short, now

reached a state in our society when any­
thing goes, where all is permitted, and 
where no limits are placed on the appe­
tites of the individual, on the gratification 
of his desires and fantasies.”

Not only has there been a great increase 
in the number of pornographic publications 
available at bookstores and elsewhere, but 
a flood of such material has been sent 
through the mail. As an example, an elev­
en-year-old received an unsolicited adver­
tisement in the mail displaying twenty-six 
detailed pornographic poses.

There has also been a huge increase in 
pornographic films, plays and ‘peep shows.’ 
These feature nudity, suggested or actual 
fornication, lesbianism, homosexuality and 
masochism.

Even films and plays for general au­
diences are becoming more open in their 
display of nudity and suggested sexual 
acts. For example, the following comments 
are from movie advertisements in the rela­
tively conservative New York Times on 
just one day taken at random, October 16, 
1970:

“Preoccupied by the way nude bodies and 
sexual acts look when photographed side­
ways, in zoomy long shots, in roving close- 
ups.”

“Body to body is the name o f the gam e.”
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“Erotica— exotica— psychotica.”
“Co-ed orgy baths! . . . The 'with-it’ sex 

highs!”
“Straight sex, boisterous carnality.”
“Icy sexuality, perversity in full bloom.”

In the same day’s paper were advertise­
ments for stage plays with suggestive com­
ments, four of them featuring pictures of 
partially and, to the reader, totally nude 
men and women.

Court Decisions
In 1957 the United States Supreme 

Court ruled against obscene literature, de­
fining it in this way: “Obscene material 
deals with sex in a manner appealing to 
prurient interest.” The word “prurient” 
means to long for, or to be characterized 
by lascivious thought.

In the following few years, there were 
several convictions in prominent cases. But 
then in 1967 the Supreme Court reversed 
obscenity convictions in twenty-two cases 
in thirteen states. The reversal was based 
on the idea that the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments to the Constitution protected 
such material.

In 1968 the Supreme Court considered 
a New York law valid when it prohibited 
the sale of obscene materials to persons 
under seventeen years of age. However, 
this was taken as an open invitation by 
publishers of pornographic material to 
concentrate on the adult market. Hence 
the many slogans: “ FOR ADULTS ON­
LY.”

A landmark case was decided late in 
1968. It concerned a Swedish film that 
abounded in scenes of nudity and sexual 
intercourse. A New York federal court jury 
declared the film obscene, and barred its 
importation. But a United States Court of 
Appeals overruled the jury decision, and 
the film was widely shown throughout the 
country.

This ruling was based on the 1957 defi­
nition of what was considered “prurient.”

Part of that 1957 decision included the 
thought that pornography was not pro­
tected under the Constitution because it 
lacked “redeeming social importance.”  But 
the appeals court considered the Swedish 
film to have some “redeeming social im­
portance.” So now publishers of porno­
graphic material often make it a point to 
claim that their material has some “re­
deeming social importance.”

In' Denmark all prohibitions against 
written pornography were repealed by law 
in June of 1967. Prohibitions against por­
nographic pictures disappeared in July of 
1969. About the only restrictions left apply 
to barring the sale of such material to 
children under sixteen and forbidding of­
fensive window displays.

A similar legalizing has been proposed 
in the United States by a commission cre­
ated by Congress and appointed by the 
former president. In its report issued at 
the end of September 1970, a majority of 
the commission recommended eliminating 
all legal restrictions on pornography for 
adults.

Many condemned the report. But it did 
demonstrate a trend. Senator Robert C. 
Byrd stated: “This outrageously permis­
sive commission shows how far this na­
tion has traveled down the road of moral 
decadence.”

What Effect?
Some who favor the distribution of por­

nography claim that this will have no 
harmful effect on public morals. The Presi­
dent’s Commission on pornography also 
contended that there was no evidence that 
pornography is harmful. Yet, its report 
admitted the following:

“This is not to say that exposure to explicit 
sexual materials has no effect upon human 
behavior. A prominent effect of exposure to 
sexual materials is that persons tend to talk 
more about sex as a result of seeing such 
materials. In addition, many persons become
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temporarily sexually aroused upon viewing 
explicit sexual materials and the frequency 
of their sexual activity may, in consequence, 
increase for short periods.”

But what about the continued bombard­
ment of all forms of pornography over a 
period of time? The consequences are far 
more damaging than the above report 
suggests. Commenting on this, Dr. Natalie 
Shainess, member of a New York psychi­
atric institute, said:

“In advertisements, films and books, por­
nography washes over us like a great wave 
of sewage. It corrupts the body, and numbs 
the mind and senses. So overwhelming is 
this tide that nobody— not myself, a practic­
ing psychoanalyst— can remain untouched by 
it.

“From my own professional practice, I  
know that the more we are exposed to things 
that are degrading, the more we are degrad­
ed____

“With this lowering of self-control, in and 
out of marriage, the weaker or anti-social 
individual who cannot get sex when and 
where he needs it will take it when and 
where he pleases— by any means. In this 
sense, pornography is likely to lead to in­
creased sex crimes.”

Law enforcement officials strongly agree 
with that analysis. The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s J. Edgar Hoover blamed the 
spread of pornography for much of the 
alarming increase in crimes of sex vio­
lence. He said: “Such filth in the hands 
of young people and curious adolescents 
does untold damage and leads to disastrous 
consequences.”

Detroit police inspector Herbert Case 
stated: “There has not been a sex murder 
in the history of our department in which 
the killer was not an avid reader of lewd 
magazines.”  Chicago police superintendent 
O. W. Wilson said: “ Sexual arousals from 
obscene literature have been responsible 
for criminal behavior from vicious assaults 
to homicide.” And Postmaster General 
Winton M. Blount called its spread the 
“commercial degradation of the human
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spirit,” and said that “pornography is a 
threat to the best interests of our children.”

In England’s famous ‘Moors Trial,’ a 
husband and wife were convicted of tortur­
ing, sexually abusing and murdering three 
young children and burying the bodies on 
the moors. They were both ardent readers 
of the Marquis de Sade’s perverted litera­
ture and owned much pornographic mate­
rial. One reporter doubted that these mur­
ders would have been committed if the 
couple had not had free access to such 
literature.

Also, pornography encourages permis­
sive sexual behavior that leads to venereal 
disease. Dr. Murray Elkins of New York’s 
Queens County Medical Society declared: 
“I think it’s time the doctors should face 
up to the health aspect of pornography and 
smut and do something about it. Pornog­
raphy stimulates promiscuity which, in 
turn, is an important factor in the increase 
of the venereal disease rate.”  And venereal 
disease is spreading rapidly nearly every­
where in the world, including Denmark.

Harmful Attitudes
The reading of pornography leads to un­

healthy, damaging attitudes on sex and 
marriage, since it is separated from moral 
teaching. In England’s Guardian Weekly 
of September 19, 1970, child psychiatrist 
Louise W. Eickhoff stated:

“Sex indoctrination, far from leading to 
greater stability in marriage has led to in­
creased sexual dissatisfaction, interchange of 
marital partners, and sexual excesses.

“Sex education, apart from parents, in 
school is dangerous, for it destroys the in­
built natural safety devices of personal, pri­
vate, intimate, love connection that protect 
the individual from society, from evil and 
harm.”

While these comments were particularly 
directed at sex education in school, they 
are even more valid in connection with 
learning about sex from pornographic ma­
terial.
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Also, Dana L. Farnsworth, Harvard Uni­
versity’s director of health services, ob­
served:

“Most college psychiatrists have come to 
the conclusion that the students who ignore 
sexual standards are not more happy or 
effective than students who observe those 
standards: they are, in fact, the ones most 
afflicted with depression, anxiety, a tendency 
toward acting-out behavior, and loss of self­
esteem. Although sexual restrictions can and 
do produce emotional disorders, complete 
sexual freedom produces even more disabling 
conflicts.”

Thus when sex is taken out of its proper 
place, mental, moral and even physical deg­
radation result. This is so because true 
happiness in the use of sex organs can 
result only within the bounds that their 
Creator, Jehovah God, purposed. That 
boundary is in marriage, and marriage 
alone. Sexual relations should be between 
husband and wife only, and man’s Creator 
considers that union sacred.—Heb. 13:4.

Pornography treats something sacred in 
a loveless and degrading way. It stresses 
personal gratification, not the unselfish 
love needed for happy marriage. In this 
regard California District Attorney Cecil 
Hicks said: “I’m afraid that by having 
these shows and books and films, even 
without letting kids see them, you give 
young people the idea that sex of any kind 
is available anywhere at anytime with 
anyone. Do that and you eventually de­
stroy the family unit as we know it—and 
the family unit is the basic unit of our 
civilization.”

Historians agree with Arnold Toynbee’s 
analysis that the spread of obscenity is

an unfailing symptom of a civilization’s 
breakdown. That breakdown is proceeding 
world wide. It becomes more obvious each 
year as a growing wave of mental pollu­
tion flows across stage, screen and litera­
ture.

Protect Loved Ones
One way to protect your loved ones from 

this polluting flood is by taking pains to 
see that they get the least exposure pos­
sible to such literature, films or plays. Ex­
plain to your children its harmful effects, 
and at the same time teach them to have 
a healthy respect for marriage and its 
privileges.

Even more important is the regular tak­
ing into the mind; of that which is truly 
upbuilding. It is only by fortifying the 
mind with what is wholesome and right 
that one can withstand the assaults of this 
world’s filth. That is why Jehovah’s wit­
nesses spend so much time with their 
families studying the highest standards of 
morality, those of the Creator of man, 
found in his Word the Bible. “All Scrip­
ture is inspired of God and beneficial for 
teaching, for reproving, for setting things 
straight, for disciplining in righteousness.”  
(2 Tim. 3:16) Never was there more of a 
need for this discipline.

Without such guidance on the family 
level, young ones especially will be ex­
posed to the hurricane-force winds of cor­
ruption blowing today. So protect yourself 
and your loved ones from the rising tide 
of pornography, for it is degrading and 
God-dishonoring, perverting what He has 
created sacred.

E FFEC TS  D F CAFFEINE
•  Caffeine is a stimulant that is found in coffee and tea. Taken in 
small doses, it increases circulation. However, if taken in large amounts, 
it causes nervousness and loss of sleep and may cause headaches and 
digestive disturbances.

JANUARY 22, 1971 19



JANUARY 9,1570! That was a date that 
brought terror into the life of colonial 

Peru, the memory of which still produces 
a chill sensation of fear. Oddly enough, 
it was under warm sunny skies that a ves­
sel flying the colors of Philip II, King of 
Spain, entered the harbor at Callao and 
dropped anchor amid barks and brigan­
tines from many faraway lands. The crew 
busied themselves making fast the rigging, 
while passengers put off for shore in a 
small boat.

One of those passengers, a Spanish man, 
Servan de Cerezuela, carried under his 
arm an official portfolio, the contents of 
which would very quickly cause a sensa­
tion among the colonists. It was a royal 
document, signed and sealed almost a year 
earlier, one that would let loose upon the 
inhabitants a three-hundred-year cam­
paign of intimidation and continuous ap­
prehension. The authority of the dreaded 
“Holy Office,” better known as the Span­
ish Inquisition, had now been extended to 
Peru.

Not without reason did Peru’s European 
inhabitants view this development with 
great uneasiness. Had they not witnessed 
the operations of the “Holy Office” in their 
homelands? All the memories and rumors 
of horrible, maiming tortures and painful 
deaths doubtless crowded into their minds.

The Inquisition
This awesome weapon of fear, the In­

quisition, was forged first in the early part 
of the thirteenth century. Its purpose: the 
searching out and punishing of heretics 
and unbelievers. It began to take definite

form when, in 1232, Pope Gregory IX ap­
pointed permanent judges, to be later 
known as “ inquisitors.”  Everyone living in 
so-called “ Christian” lands was to be co­
erced into loyalty to the one Church. No 
dissent, no exercise of private judgment, 
no questioning of the doctrines of the 
Church was to be permitted.

Church representatives insisted that 
their investigations, including torture, 
were conducted out of love for the victims. 
And as to the responsibility for burning 
countless persons at the stake, they de­
clared that such executions were per­
formed, not by the Church, but by the 
secular authority.

But as to the real responsibility for a 
multitude of horrible deaths, we may best 
determine the matter by reference to the 
Catholic Encyclopedia, where this admis­
sion appears: “The predominant ecclesi­
astical nature of the [“Holy Office” ] can 
hardly be doubted. . . . The civil authori­
ties, therefore, were enjoined by the popes, 
under pain of excommunication to execute 
the legal sentences that condemned impeni­
tent heretics to the stake.”  (Vol. 8, pp. 34, 
37) Later, the torture itself, authorized in 
1252 by Pope Innocent IV, was, for rea­
sons of secrecy, entrusted to the inquisi­
tors themselves.

The lengths to which those supposedly 
Christian inquisitors went in order to ex­
tract confessions or incriminating evidence 
from their victims chills the blood. Often 
they were monks chosen from the ranks of 
the Dominican Order, men whose unnat­
ural family-less life and fanaticism had 
hardened them to the point where they had

20 A W A K E !



no sympathy for the suffering, no hesita­
tion in inflicting the most excruciating 
tortures.

Lima Under the Scourge
No wonder, then, that Lima’s inhabi­

tants were in consternation. No secret 
would now be sacred. One’s every utter­
ance could become grounds for accusation. 
One might be denounced by pne’s own 
wife, husband, child or parent. Indeed, such 
was the aim of the “Edict of Accusation,” 
a document that was read each third Sun­
day of Lent after “solemn mass and ser­
mon.” The following excerpts translated 
from Annals of the Lima Inquisition speak 
for themselves:

“We, the Inquisitors against the heret­
ical iniquities and apostasy 
in the kingdoms of Peru, to 
all the neighbors and in­
habitants of the city of 
Kings, of whatever state, 
condition, preeminence and 
dignity they may be, greet­
ings in Christ.

“Inasmuch as we make 
known to you that, for the 
greater advancement of the 
faith, it is fitting to sepa­
rate the bad seed from the 
good, and to avoid all dis­
service to Our Lord, we 
command each and every 
one o f you that, if  you 
should know of, or should 
see or hear tell of, any per­
son alive, present, absent or 
deceased, that has said or 
believed any heretical words or opinions, 
suspicious, erroneous, rash, bad-sounding, 
scandalous or blasphemous, you should tell 
or manifest it to us.

“We command you to denounce before 
us if you know of, or have heard tell of, 
any persons having kept the sabbaths in

observance of the law of Moses. . . .  or 
have affirmed that Jesus Christ is not God, 
. . .  or that he was not born of Our Lady, 
virgin before the birth, in the birth, and 
after the birth. . . .  or that the Pope or 
the ministers of the altar do not have the 
power to absolve sins . . .  or that there 
is no purgatory and that in the churches 
there should be no images of saints, or 
that there is no need to pray for the 
dead. . . .

“We command you to notify us if you 
have heard it said, or know of, any person 
having Bibles in [Spanish]. . . .

“Therefore, by the tenor of this admo­
nition, we exhort and require, under pen­
alty of major excommunication, . . .  we 
command each and every one of those who 
have known of or who has done any of the 
above declared things, that you come and 
appear before us, personally, to tell and 
manifest it within six days of the publica­
tion of this edict, or of its having come 

to your know ledge.”  
Is it not evident how 

that Edict was calculated 
to set every man’s hand 
against his brother, to 
encourage people to spy 
on one another?

The <(Calesa ”
( ‘ ‘Green C arriage” ) 
might appear anytime of 
the day or night on Li­
ma’s streets. Sent forth 
by the inqu isitors to 
bring in the accused, it 
was a sight to strike 
mortal fear into the be­

holder. As it slowly progressed down the 
street even the ordinary citizen would pan­
ic. What had he done now? What indis­
cretion had he committed? Who had in­
formed on him? And when, in the middle 
of the night, a rap came on the door, it 
was enough to transfix the occupants with

An auto-da-fe, according to an 
engraving of the time
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sheer terror. Could it be the Green Car­
riage?

Victims of All Kinds
During the colonial period alone it is re­

ported that fifty-nine persons were burned 
at the stake in Peru. Charges included 
blasphemy, witchcraft, bigamy, possessing 
a Bible in the common language of the 
people, apostasy, professing a non-Catholic 
faith. Even high-ranking members of the 
clergy were not exempt. On April 13,1578, 
Fray Francisco de la Cruz was burned at 
the stake for teaching that the Church 
was guilty of the practice of buying and 
selling official positions in the Church; that 
auricular confession should be abolished; 
that monks and clergymen should marry, 
and that the Holy Scriptures should be in 
the common tongue.

On October 29, 1581, English pirate 
Captain John Oxnem and two members of 
his crew were burned, no, not for piracy 
on the high seas, but for being Lutherans. 
On November 17, 1595, Portuguese Juan 
Fernando de las Heras and three of his 
fellow nationals were burned, having been 
accused as “Judaizing Jews.” They had ob­
served the seventh-day sabbath.

The punishment of those convicted was 
made a public event, conducted with so­
lemnity and pomp. Begun in the early 
horn’s of the morning, the auto-da-fe (lit­
erally, act of the faith) would last late 
into the night. Clergy and prominent citi­
zens would seek “ringside” seats, the bet­
ter to contemplate the condemned in their 
final moments of agony in the fire. Shouts 
and cheers of the fanatical rabble would 
often drown out the cries of the victims.

Lima Headquarters of the Office”
Few visitors to Lima are aware of the 

history of that gabled, six-columned build­
ing of Greek-Roman style’ that overlooks
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the Plaza Bolivar just off one of the city’s 
busiest avenues. One can enter its quiet 
confines and view the Library of the 
Chamber of Deputies; scan the yellowing 
documents signed by prominent men of the 
early Republic, Simon Bolivar, Jose de la 
Mar and others; one can marvel at the 
intricately carved mahogany ceiling; and 
yet not have the slightest inkling as to 
the original use of the building.

But back in September 1813 Lima’s citi­
zenry knew all about that headquarters of 
the Inquisition in Peru. That was when 
Viceroy Abascal made public the official 
court decree signed in Cadiz on February 
22 of the same year, abolishing the “Holy 
Office.” Venting their hatred and their 
pent-up frustrations, they invaded and 
sacked the building. Thereby, too, they ob­
tained solid evidence of the rumored hor­
rors that took place within it. Some of the 
items discovered were:

A life-size crucifix with a movable head 
that could be manipulated by strings from 
behind a green velvet curtain. Many a 
credulous victim must have imagined that 
Christ himself had intervened against him.

A table, eight by seven feet, with a large 
wheel-driven winch. Victims were placed 
on it and literally stretched until joints and 
ligaments could no longer resist.

Against one wall, stocks in which the 
head and hands were placed as the victim 
was flogged from behind without ever see­
ing his tormentor. On the wall, whips of 
knotted cord and wire.

A torture tunic made of braided wire 
with hundreds of tiny pincers to torment 
the flesh at every slightest muscle move­
ment of the wearer.

Other deadly instruments included pin­
cers for use on the tongue, screws for 
mangling the fingers, and so forth.

One may still see the place where the 
bewildered, terror-stricken accused would

A W A K E !



stand before the inquisitors; the thick 
wooden door with its tiny peephole that 
disclosed only the eye of the anonymous 
accuser; the original wall of the detention 
chamber, where the neat script of the edu­
cated man and the almost illegible scrib- 
blings of the poor man record their claims 
of innocence, their soundless cries for jus­
tice.

Reason to Remember
But is all that past history, a bad dream, 

better to be forgotten? Though four cen­
turies have passed since the “Holy Office” 
came officially to Peru, Lima does not for­
get. Indeed, La Prensa, one of Lima’s lead­
ing newspapers, published an article about 
the Inquisition quite recently, an article 
that once again jolted the memory of that 
“city of Kings.”

As we now look back on the Inquisition’s 
terrible record, we can note that inatten­
tion to the Bible’s teaching was a major 
cause. It is impossible for people to be 
coerced or pressured into having faith in 
God. One must be taught the command­
ments of Christ as set forth in the Bible. 
(Rom. 10:17) Even when a person profess­
ing to be Christian violates what is right, 
he is to be examined, according to the Bi­
ble, and his guilt determined by the testi­
mony of two credible witnesses. (Matt. 18: 
16; John 8:17) Then, if guilty and unrepen­
tant, the wrongdoer may be expelled from 
the association of true believers. (1 Cor. 
5:11, 13) Nowhere does the Bible sanc­
tion the attempt to extort self-incriminat­

ing or any other kind of testimony by use 
of torture.

The Bible record shows that when many 
fell away from the faith in the first cen­
tury (John 6:66) the apostles of Christ 
Jesus did not resort to intimidation, force 
and violence. Why? Because they could do 
no more than they were commanded, 
namely, “make disciples of people of all 
the nations, . . . teaching them” in the 
same mild manner that was exemplified 
by Christ himself.-—Matt. 28:19, 20.

Since neglect of the Bible and Bible 
study resulted in the horrors of the Inqui­
sition, what of the situation today? This 
same neglect of the Bible has led to Catho­
lics fighting and killing Catholics in wars 
and revolutions. The New York Times of 
December 29, 1966, observed: “In the past 
local Catholic hierarchies almost always 
supported the wars of their nations, bless­
ing troops and offering prayers for vic­
tory, while another group of bishops on the 
other side publicly prayed for the opposite 
outcome.”

Neglect of the Bible is general through­
out all Christendom. The fruitage of that 
neglect has been the current upsurge of 
violence. Honest-hearted persons must ask 
themselves: Will I continue to be a part 
of any religious organization that fails to 
inculcate the truths of the Bible by word 
and example? As long as there is failure 
to pay proper attention to the Bible teach­
ings, such honest-hearted ones dare not 
forget the lesson of the Inquisition. And 
for the same reason, Lima cannot forget!

Youthful Bank Robbers
Five boys, the youngest just six years of age and the oldest eleven, attempted 

to rob a bank in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. Entering the downtown bank, 
one of this number of youthful bandits jumped over the counter and started 
to distribute cash to his accomplices. Police officers apprehended the quintet a 
couple of blocks away and recovered most of the money. It is little wonder that 
young children often attempt adult crimes in view of what they see in the movies 
and on television.
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HAVE you ever 
heard o f the 

“Venice of Africa” ?
That is how the city 
of Ganvie, Dahomey, is of­
ten described. This is because all 
year round it is under water, and the 
houses are built on poles or stilts. Travel 
in this town is like that in Venice, only 
instead of gondolas the people use the more 
modest pirogue, a dugout canoe.

Perhaps, instead of making a tourist 
trip to well-known Ganvie, you would pre­
fer to come and take a firsthand look at 
life in one of the lesser-known villages 
lacustres as they are called here by the 
French-speaking inhabitants. That just 
means “lake-dwelling villages.” Anyway, 
that is what we did, and it will be a plea­
sure to tell you about it.

Let me say first that my husband was 
assigned as district supervisor to attend 
an assembly of Jehovah’s witnesses to be 
held at Hetin, one of Dahomey’s villages 
on stilts. So we loaded our van with equip­
ment—generator for electricity at the as­
sembly, sound equipment, literature, per­
sonal baggage, beds, mosquito net, food, 
drinking water, cooking utensils, stove, 
and so on—and started off from the branch 
headquarters of the Watch Tower Society 
in Cotonou.

Since Hetin is accessible only by boat, 
we could drive only part way. Arrange­

ments were made for us to 
Dangbo Village, just on the 
marsh, and from there we transferred our 
baggage to a huge pirogue. The boat trip 
took almost two hours and we enjoyed 
every minute of it. Radiantly colored tropi­
cal birds and butterflies appeared in pro­
fusion. The friendly people we passed 
changed greetings. No motorboats here 
mar the quiet surroundings. Our friends 
worked hard as they pushed the pirogue 
along through shallow channels with their 
twelve- or fifteen-foot poles. We noticed 
that the smaller craft are propelled with 
spoonlike paddles.

Soon we came to a wider stream, the 
Oueme, which eventually opens out on the 
Atlantic. The village to which we are head­
ing is located on its banks. As we skimmed 
along we could sed farmers out working in 
the fields. They are taking advantage of 
the dry season to plant their crops, for in 
the wet season these fields are all under 
water.

Welcome to Our Temporary Home
We are taken directly to the home that 

will be ours for the duration of our visit.
24 A W A K E !



Would it be built on stilts like all the 
others? Yes, indeed. It clears the ground 
by about five feet, and we gain access to 
it by climbing up a bamboo ladder laced 
together with fiber twine. There is no door. 
In its place there is a straw mat to af­
ford privacy and keep out the hot sun. 
When we wondered about leaving all our 
possessions in a house with no door and 
no lock, we were assured that there were 
no thieves in Hetin. And that proved to 
be true in this community of 6,000 in­
habitants.

Our house, like most others, is made 
out of bamboo. These sturdy reeds are tied 
together with wire and have holes for win­
dows and doors. Most of the dwellings have 
thatched roofs, but ours has a corrugated 
sheet-metal roof. The thatch has the ad­
vantage of being much cooler in the blaz­
ing tropical sun. In general the houses have 
just one common room with perhaps an 
elevated loft that is used for sleeping. 
These lofts are at times quite necessary 
when the first level gets flooded in the 
rainy season.

Furniture is not plentiful. Perhaps there 
will be some low wooden stools. The peo­
ple sleep on straw mats, and these are 
rolled up during the day. The floors are 
cow-dung finished but neither look nor 
smell as bad as one might imagine. There 
are the embers of a fire in the middle of 
the floor where the housewife prepares 
the meals.

There are no showers, bathtubs or toilet 
facilities. The villagers all bathe in the 
river. Men and children go in naked, but 
the women wear a short “pagne” or wrap­
around skirt from their waist to their 
knees. Considerately, our hosts have built 
an enclosure at the back of the house with 
a large stone jar of water with which we 
can bathe. It seems that we have already 
created sensation enough without going 
bathing in the river.

Local Occupations
We had opportunity to see how the lo­

cal people live and work as we went to see 
the location of the assembly. This is in a 
huge plain that is flooded over entirely 
in the rainy season. At this time of year 
it is lush with vegetation, and in the dis­
tance thousands of cattle can be seen graz­
ing. These cattle all roam together dur­
ing the dry season, and then are gathered 
by the individual owners into cattle pens 
on stilts where they are protected from 
drowning in floodtime.

There are even gardens on stilts or in 
old abandoned pirogues. The farmers sow 
their seed in these elevated beds before 
the ground has dried and then transport 
them into the fields once they are ready. 
There is only one growing season, so most 
people have two trades—farming and fish­
ing. In flood season they can sit at their 
own front doors and fish.

No automobiles move about this village, 
and we saw only one bicycle. The pirogue 
is the common means of travel in the dry 
season here. Women going to market, men 
going to work in the fields, children going 
to school—all of them by pirogue. Of 
course, one can go on foot, but this en­
tails overcoming a variety of obstacles 
such as muddy streams.

One day while sharing in the preaching 
ministry from house to house we crossed 
four such streams on four different types 
of bridges. The first was fairly conven­
tional. We climbed a bamboo ladder and 
crossed on bamboo poles lashed firmly to­
gether. The bridge was about six feet wide 
and twenty-five long. Looking down be­
tween the bamboo poles that seem to roll 
a bit as you walk on them, we saw a pig 
wallowing in the mud below. We had to 
look twice, since only his eyes and snout 
were visible.

Next in succession we crossed two bam­
boo poles tied together, an old abandoned
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and partly destroyed pirogue, and then an 
iron girder about four inches wide. These 
were all over shallow streams, but, in view 
of the mud below, nonetheless challenging. 
The local people are nimble and sure­
footed, and can cross rapidly, barefoot, 
with a load on their heads and perhaps 
a baby tied on their backs.

Though a hardworking people, these 
friendly lake dwellers take time out for 
recreation also. Sometimes late into the 
night one can hear the sound of their tom­
toms as they sing and dance. The children 
amuse themselves with homemade musical 
instruments, perhaps a miniature “guitar” 
made out of an ov&l sardine can with a 
carved sounding board to which are fas­
tened five strips of metal of varying 
length. We also saw a flute made of bam­
boo, and castanets made of two tiny cala­
bashes joined together with about five 
inches of string. One is held in the palm 
of the hand, with the string passing be­
tween the index and middle fingers. With 
a flick of a practiced wrist the calabashes 
are brought together. Inside them some 
grain or sand creates a pleasant rhythm.

Interest in the Kingdom Message
These folks like to talk about the Bi­

ble, and many have the Bible in their

own Gun language. Youngsters attending 
school are also able to read and write 
French. Very few here maintain the an­
cient fetish worship of their ancestors. 
A number of Christendom’s religions have 
a foothold among the people. Nonetheless, 
very seldom do Jehovah’s witnesses meet 
a person who is too busy to listen to a 
Bible sermon.

As a result, there is quite a large con­
gregation of Jehovah’s witnesses in this 
community. In the evening we took time 
to travel by pirogue to several other vil­
lages, where we put on showings of Bible 
films. The villagers turned out en masse. 
The circuit assembly itself was a grand 
success. We were particularly happy to 
see that seven new ones, persons who had 
become thoroughly acquainted with the 
Bible’s view of dedication, presented them­
selves for baptism.

When it came time to depart for an­
other area, it was surely difficult to tear 
ourselves away from our many friends in 
Hetin. As our loaded pirogue slowly drift­
ed out, our spiritual brothers and sisters 
waved and called out da (Good-bye) 
and “Bo yi bo wa” (Come again). And at 
the earliest opportunity that is just what 
we shall do, Jehovah willing—come again.

Where He Found Real Brotherly Love
A  young man in Japan belonged to a character-development group called “The 

New Village.’, Members of this group made a point of calling one another “brother,” 
but this young man found much hypocrisy among them. One day a minister of Je­
hovah's witnesses called on him and left him two magazines, one of which contained 
a report on the “Peace on Earth” Assembly. As he read this he noticed that Jeho­
vah's witnesses called one another “brother,” and he immediately sought out the 
local Kingdom Hall to find out if this was really so.

This young man's visit to the Kingdom Hall convinced him that he had been look­
ing in the wrong place for real brotherly love, and he obtained all the Bible litera­
ture that he could lay his hands on. A  home Bible study was started with him. 
After three months he joined in the Christian house-to-house ministry. He continues 
to study hard so that he may now become a Christian “brother” among Jehovah's 
witnesses.— John 13:34, 35.
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WERE you one of the more than 164,- 
000 persons who, this past year, dedi­

cated their lives to Jehovah God? If so, 
you no doubt are anxious and happy to 
tell others why you serve Him.

You serve Jehovah God because you 
love him. You serve him out of apprecia­
tion and gratitude for who he is and for 
all he has done for you as the Giver of ev­
ery good gift and of every perfect present. 
(Jas. 1:17) You serve him because you 
know his Word is truth. You serve him 
because you are dependent upon him for 
everything. Yes, you serve God because 
it brings with it true and lasting blessings. 
—Prov. 10:22; Acts 17:28.

At times, however, when meeting up 
with certain trials you may forget these 
all-powerful reasons and tend to let what 
others do slow you down in your service 
of Jehovah. This could easily lead to turn­
ing away completely from serving God.

If such trials come upon you, then look 
at Jesus Christ and the fine example he 
set. He kept serving his heavenly Father 
in spite of what the Devil or anyone else 
did. There was one of his twelve apostles, 
Judas, who betrayed him for thirty pieces 
of silver. (Matt. 26:14,15) What a wicked 
deed! Yet did it cause Jesus to turn aside 
and quit serving God? By no means! As 
he told Peter at that very time: “The cup 
that the Father has given me, should I not 
by all means drink it?”—John 18:11.

Shortly thereafter the rest of his eleven 
apostles fled, leaving him alone, thereby
JANUARY 22, 1971

fulfilling the prophecy: “Strike the shep­
herd, and let those of the flock be scat­
tered.” (Zech. 13:7) Still later, on the 
same evening, Peter, the most energetic of 
his apostles, denied his Master three times, 
but even that did not cause Jesus to quit 
serving God. Yes, Jesus kept on serving 
Jehovah God regardless of what either 
friend or foe did.—Matt. 26:69-75.

True, Jesus was perfect, but that does 
not mean you cannot follow and imitate 
him to the best of your ability. God knows 
that even in physical imperfection you can 
maintain perfect loyalty. In this you can 
imitate Jesus, even as the apostle Paul 
wrote: “Become imitators of me, even as 
I am of Christ.” (1 Cor. 11:1) The apos­
tle Paul, though imperfect, kept on imi­
tating Jesus in serving God in spite of 
what others did. He did so even though 
on one occasion ‘all the men in the dis­
trict of Asia turned away from him.’ And 
when his case came up for trial he re­
mained firm, even though at that time, 
again, as he himself tells it: “ No one came 
to my side, but they all proceeded to for­
sake me . . . but the Lord stood near me 
and infused power into me, that through 
me the preaching might be fully accom­
plished and all the nations might hear it; 
and I was delivered from the lion’s mouth.” 
—2 Tim. 1:15; 4:16,17.

You may not be tried as severely as 
were Jesus and Paul, but you are bound 
to have lesser trials, trials that some Chris­
tians have let turn them away from serv­
ing Jehovah, causing them to forget why • 
they served him. However, by continuing 
faithful in spite of these lesser tests you 
will be able to stand even when more se­
vere tests come later.—Luke 16:10.

For example, some of the early Chris­
tians looked down upon Paul because he 
was not an eloquent speaker. But that 
did not stumble him. Once he had quite 
an argument with Barnabas about taking
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along John Mark, so much so that Paul 
and Barnabas parted company for a time. 
Paul took Silas as his companion while 
Barnabas took John Mark. But did it cause 
any of them to quit God’s service? Not 
at all. And years later Paul even wrote to 
Timothy, saying: “Take Mark and bring 
him with you, for he is useful to me.” 
—2 Tim. 4:11.

In fact, even in more ancient times Je­
hovah’s servants had ever to keep in mind 
whom they were serving and not let what 
others did stumble them. Look at Moses, 
how he was tried from the beginning to 
the end of his prophetic career. When God’s 
due time came for Moses to lead his people 
out from Egyptian bondage, how difficult 
the Israelites made matters for Moses! 
They abused him because Pharaoh tempo­
rarily made the situation worse for them. 
They complained when it seemed that they 
were hemmed in at the Red Sea. When 
Moses was in the mountain for forty days 
his people began to worship a golden calf 
in the place of Jehovah. They grumbled 
about the food, the manna, and they com­
plained about a shortage of water. They 
even were ready to stone Moses and Aaron 
upon hearing the bad report of the ten un­
faithful spies, choosing to ignore the good 
report of Joshua and Caleb. Did all these 
trials, and many others like them, cause 
Moses to forget why he was serving Je­
hovah and so make him quit? Absolutely 
not! He remained faithful to his God to 
the end of his days, until the age of 120 
years.—Deut. 34:7.

And so with Christians today. To the 
extent that you take serving Jehovah se­
riously, to that extent you will find your­
self meeting up with trials, even as Jesus 
did, and as did the apostle Paul and the 
prophet Moses. Trials coming from outsid­
ers are to be expected, though possibly you 
may never be slowed down or stumbled by 
them.—John 16:33.

At other times tests will come from your 
own Christian brothers, in your own Chris­
tian congregation. Your brothers, being 
imperfect, may be unduly critical of your 
shortcomings. Or they may overlook op­
portunities to give you much-needed co­
operation. Some may cool off or become 
discouraged, bitter or materialistic and 
quit serving God altogether. All this can 
be quite a test to you, especially if in times 
past you looked up to them as fine ex­
amples.

Then again, tests may come from your 
own household, from members of your own 
family, even as Jesus warned. (Matt. 10: 
34-36) Jehovah God requires you to be 
faithful to your vow of dedication to him, 
and to your marriage vow, even though 
your mate may become indifferent, unlov­
ing or an outright opposer. No matter 
what wrong course your mate may take, 
this does not justify you in taking an un­
christian course, or quitting the service 
of Jehovah God. Not at all! As it is often 
said, two wrongs do not make a right. 
What other people may or may not do 
gives no justification for you to slow down 
or stop serving Jehovah God.

As a dedicated and baptized Christian 
you know that Jehovah is the one true 
God. You know that he requires exclusive 
devotion of you. You know that the Bible 
is the inspired Word of God and is the 
truth. You know that Jesus Christ is your 
Savior and Redeemer and is your Pattern 
and Exemplar. You know that you have 
dedicated yourself to do the will of Jeho­
vah God and to follow in the footsteps of 
Jesus Christ. And you know that serving 
Jehovah God is the loving, the wise and 
the RIGHT thing to do. So continue to 
serve Jehovah God for these reasons and 
never be swerved therefrom because of 
what others may or may not do! Be like 
David, who said: “As for me, in my in­
tegrity I shall walk.”—Ps. 26:11.
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Dying Church
#  Regarding the Church of 
Scotland, the Scottish Daily 
Express of November 7, 1970, 
stated: "It  is dying in a state 
of respectability, complacency 
and unbelief. Few of its 1,000 
ministers and 48,000 elders 
. . . accept the Bible as the 
infallible Word of God . . . 
Christ’s miracles, described in 
such details in the four Gos­
pels, are openly derided and 
scoffed at.” The newspaper 
also observed that only a few  
thousand out of 1,200,000 mem­
bers take the trouble to attend, 
and teen-age members "are  
pitifully few.”

Selling Sewage Water
A  county in Southern Cali­

fornia is selling reclaimed sew­
age water for irrigation uses. 
A separate system of pipelines 
delivers the water to a golf 
course and a tree farm. Plans 
have been made eventually 
to sell it to homeowners for 
watering their law ns and 
shrubs. This is the first time 
that reclaimed sewage water 
has been sold through a me­
tered system in the United 
States. In 1963 the county 
built a lake of reclaimed sew­
age water. It proved so suc­
cessful as a place for the 
public to boat and fish that 
more lakes have been built 
and four are open to the 
public. Each year about 300,000 
people visit them, paying an
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admission charge. A  separate 
facility for swimming in the 
purified sewage water has 
been built at these lakes.

Dangerous Sniffing
<$> Children from the ages of 
eight to fourteen are especial­
ly susceptible to the danger­
ous fad of sniffing glue and 
household products in aerosol 
cans. According to Dr. George 
R. Spratto, Assistant Professor 
of Pharmacology at Purdue 
University, the children "have 
no idea of the hazards.” These 
children will apparently be­
lieve any tale they hear about 
how to "get high.” It was 
observed by Dr. Spratto that 
some children have died from  
sniffing hair spray in a plastic 
bag because the spray "made 
their lungs stiff as a board.” 
Others have sniffed the spray 
from a can of cooking oil 
which "coated their lungs with 
oil so that oxygen couldn’t 
get into the blood stream and 
to the brain.” Children who 
are sniffing Carbona, a clean­
ing fluid, can experience seri­
ous liver and kidney damage.

H andcuffed  F u r Coats 
<§> Shoplifting has become 
such a serious problem in New  
York city that stores are hand­
cuffing fur coats to their racks. 
Thefts during the past few  
years have been increasing at 
a rate of about 25 percent a 
year. Although this hurts the

stores, the customers are the 
ones who pay for the losses, 
in higher prices. A  city official 
observed that 45 percent of 
the shoplifters are housewives, 
50 percent teen-agers and the 
remainder professional thieves. 
It is such a serious problem 
.nationwide that one study of 
the problem concluded that 
"w e may soon become, if we 
are not already, a nation in 
which the majority of people 
have shoplifted.”

VD Pandemic
<§> According to the American 
Medical News of November 
23, 1970, venereal disease in 
the United States has reached 
"pandemic proportions.” Syph­
ilis has reversed its downward 
trend of recent years and is 
rapidly rising. The surgeon 
general of the U.S. Public 
Health Service said that gon­
orrhea is "out of control and 
must be considered a national 
epidemic of major propor­
tions.”

Tape Pirates
<$> Music recording companies 
are unhappy about the grow­
ing practice of pirating their 
music tapes and selling the 
copies at a price much less 
than the original tapes. One 
group openly calls itself The 
Pirates and another The Coun­
terfeiters. When they sell them 
to stores the first group ad­
mits that its tapes are pirated. 
The other group even copies 
the original packaging of a 
music tape and then sells its 
copies as originals. These are 
only two of many groups do­
ing this. The copies sold by 
these two groups accounted for 
approximately one fourth of all 
tapes sold in 1969. Interesting­
ly, the stores and customers 
that buy the pirated tapes do 
not seem to mind being parties 
to the dishonesty.

Sex Encouraged for Children
<$> In England the National 
Secular Society is advocating 
sex education in schools that
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will provide special places for 
copulation, masturbation or 
homosexuality with the bless­
ing, “If you want to do it, 
we hope you enjoy it.” Its 
booklet Sex Education, which 
was written by a teacher, 
expresses the view that young 
people should be provided with 
a private and comfortable 
place for sex rather than 
letting them do it in dark 
corners and in automobiles. 
Is not a raising of moral 
standards what children need 
rather than encouragement to 
lower them to greater depths 
of depravity?

A  Dangerous Sport
#  The growing popularity of 
engine-powered snow tractors 
in the United States and Can­
ada is creating a dangerous 
sport. Bad accidents are 
mounting. People have been 
colliding at high speed with 
automobiles and fixed objects 
such as low-hanging clothes­
lines, low wire fences, and 
so forth. Some have fallen 
through thin ice and drowned. 
Last year serious accidents 
with these vehicles involved 
drivers ranging in age from  
five to ninety-three.

Laymen Hit Church Wealth
<$> The National Association of 
Laymen stated that the Cath­
olic Church in the United 
States has wealth that it esti­
mates at $45 billion. Joseph 
O’Donoghue, the executive di­
rector of the organization, 
said: “W e’re always taking, 
taking, taking and never giv­
ing.” He then asked how the 
church can ask for contribu­
tions while holding “larger 
and larger assets.”

Aspirin Side Effect
#  According to Dr. Vernon 
M. Smith, Professor of Clinical 
Medicine at the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine, 
intestinal bleeding may be due 
to aspirin. In a study of one 
hundred patients with gastro­
intestinal bleeding “94 percent 
had taken aspirin within hours
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of the onset of the hemor­
rhage,” he observed. Aspirin 
apparently inhibits the action 
of the platelets in the blood 
from forming a plug to stop 
bleeding.

Addicts’ Worst Enemies
The “friends” of drug ad­

dicts are actually their worst 
enemies, being the cause of 
their starting on the road to 
drug addiction. A  study by 
Friends of Psychiatric Re­
search found that 84 out of 
every 100 addicts studied were 
introduced to drugs by their 
“friends.” They usually began 
with marijuana and moved 
to other drugs until finally 
becoming heroin addicts.

The Church in Quebec
<$> After commenting on the 
political corruption that exist­
ed in Quebec under Premier 
Maurice Duplessis, the news­
paper The Jfth Estate, of Hali­
fax, N.S., Canada, said in its 
issue of October 22, 1970: “De­
spite the fact that some readers 
will be offended, it is essential 
to record also that the graft, 
corruption, dishonesty, abuse 
of citizen’s rights, thievery, 
law-breaking, cruelty and in­
humanity had, at the very 
least, the tacit blessing of high­
ly placed officials of the Ro­
man Catholic Church— many 
of them still in places of in­
fluence in the Church’s Quebec 
hierarchy. In truth, a Duples­
sis or a Houde would not have 
been possible had the Church 
not ignored what they were 
doing. The Church did what 
it had done historically when 
its safety and influence seemed 
at stake: It turned its back 
on decency but this time 
it backed a loser with the 
result that the church’s in­
fluence in Quebec has reached 
an all-time low and is still ebb­
ing.”

Churches Financially Pinched 
#  More and more churches 
are being pinched financially 
as insufficient money contribu­
tions come in to meet their

expenses. This has been reflect­
ed in drastic cuts in the 
number of staff members. The 
Episcopal Church has cut its 
headquarters staff in half, the 
United Presbyterian Church 
eliminated fifty positions last 
year, with a possible tripling 
of this figure in 1970, and the 
National Council of Churches 
cut its staff by 15 percent 
The Roman Catholic Church 
is having problems financing 
parochial schools in particular. 
Ten were recently closed in 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Nuclear Nightmare
#  The United States and the 
Soviet Union have been steadi­
ly increasing their nuclear 
arsenal, with the result that 
they now have thousands of 
weapons in the m egaton  
strength. One megaton is near­
ly equivalent to all the bombs 
used in all wars man has 
fought. Bernard T. Feld, a 
nuclear physicist, observed 
that up to “20,000 megatons 
of fission energy would be 
released” in an all-out nuclear 
war. The use of antiballistic 
missiles would increase this 
figure to “50,000 megatons.” 
This would result in a massive 
radioactive contamination of 
the environment. Certainly 
man’s need for a righteous 
world government to rule in 
peace is becoming ever more 
urgent.

Charity Helps Few
The welfare department in 

the city of Montreal, Canada, 
reported that some charitable 
organizations were using less 
than half of the money they 
collected to * help people in 
need. One organization spent 
56.4 percent of its collections 
to finance its drive for con­
tributions.

Catholic Teachers Leaving 
<$> A  computerized census of 
Catholic schools has revealed 
that the number of Catholic 
teachers has dropped more 
than 25 percent in five years.
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The reason appears to be that 
teachers in increasing numbers 
are leaving their religious or­
ders and there is a steady 
decline in the number of peo­
ple entering such orders.

Priests Quitting
<§> Thirty priests have left the 
Oklahoma diocese in the past 
five years to follow other pur­
suits. According to the Okla­
homa City Times, this is “not 
a unique situation. It prevails 
in the Catholic church across 
the U.S. and throughout the 
world.”

Books Reduced to Cards
<$> A  boon for libraries is a 
system that reduces 3,500 books 
into a tray in a filing cabinet. 
A card that measures six inch­
es by four inches is able to

hold the equivalent of six or 
seven entire books, a total of 
3,200 pages. The pages are 
photographed and then re­
duced in size and put on plas­
tic-coated cards. Special ma­
chines are used to enlarge the 
page images to fit a reading 
screen of eleven inches by 
fourteen inches when a person 
wants to do research in one 
of the books.

Grade-School Smokers
<$> Parents should begin early 
to educate their children about 
the harmful effects of smoking. 
A survey of a lm o s t  1,000 
Michigan schoolchildren be­
tween the ages of ten and 
fifteen has found that 13 
percent of them smoke cig­
arettes. More than half of the
smokers said they started\ -

smoking before the age of 
ten. Twelve of the young 
smokers said they started at 
the age of six. Among the 
smokers, the survey indicated, 
the average nine- to twelve- 
year-old smoker consum ed  
three to five cigarettes a day.

Quick Fingerprinting
<$> Now New York policemen 
are being equipped with finger­
printing equipment as they 
go along in their everyday 
line of duty. When a crime is 
committed and a fingerprint 
is revealed through dusting, 
a photograph of it is taken 
with a Polaroid camera at the 
scene and developed within 
ten seconds. Rapists and bur­
glars have been a rr e ste d  
quickly with the new tech­
nique.

WILL MANKIND 
EVER ENJOYSWhere can you go to find 

answers to such 
questions?

'S  Ib it God’s purpose 
for mankind to enjoy eternal 
life in an earthly paradise? 
Does earth have space enough 
v  to accommodate all? y

A  publication that will help you to 
find many of the answers is the gener­
ously illustrated book From Paradise 
Lost to Paradise Regained. The expres­
sions used in it are so easily understood 
that even children enjoy the book. A l­
though of 256 large pages, it can be had 
for only 75c.

W A T C H T O W E R  1 1 7  A D A M S  ST. B R O O K L Y N ,  N.Y. 1 1 2 0 1

Please send me the book From Paradise Lost to Paradise Regained and the gift booklet When 
God Is King over All the Earth, for which I am enclosing 75c.

Number and Street
Name ...............................................................................  or Route and Box ................................
City ...................................................................................  State .....................................  Zip Code
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H O W  STRONG IS  YO UR FA ITH ?

Would you like to make it as 
unshakable as a sturdy rock- 
mass, a mountain off rock? You 
can by building it solidly on the 
truth off God's Word and on an 
accurate know ledge off that 
truth. This means you need to 
read the Bible with understand­
ing. There are two ffine Bible 
translations that can help you.

The New World Transla­tion of the Holy Scrip­tures is in the language 
you speak today, not in 
the unfamiliar expres­
sions used several hun­
dred years ago. It is 
carefully translated  
from the most reliable 
Hebrew and Greek 
manuscripts of the 
Bible available. It  
contains the entire 
Bible and may be 
had for only

The Kingdom Interlinear 
Translation of the Greek 
Scriptures is a distinctive 
translation that contains 
the actual Greek lan­
guage of the Christian 
Greek Scriptures with 
a word-for-word trans­
lation into English. 
This is valuable in 
helping you to gain 
an accurate under- 

anding  of  the  
truth. It may be 
had for $2.

W A T C H T O W E R  1 1 7  A D A M S  ST. B R O O K L Y N ,  N.Y. 1 1 2 0 1

Please send me the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures and The Kingdom Interlinear 
Translation of the Greek Scriptures as well as the gift booklets t(This Good News of the King­
dom”  and World Government on the Shoulder of the Prince of Peace. I am enclosing $3.

Number and Street
Name ................................................................................ or Route and Box ............................ ............................
City ........................... .....................................................  State ............... .....................  Zip Code ......................

In: A U S T R A L IA :  11 Beresford Rd., Strathfield, N.S.W. E N G L A N D :  The Ridgeway, London N.W. 7. 
C A N A D A :  150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 390, Ont. SO. A F R IC A :  Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsfontein, Transvaal.
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