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News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our times must 
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. “Awake!'* has no fetters. It recognizes 
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; it is unham­
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The viewpoint of “ Awake!” is not narrow, but is international. “Awake!” has its 
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles are read in many lands, in many 
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sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. "Awake!** pro­
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family.

“ Awake!” pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those 
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish­
ment of God’s righteous new order in this generation.
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“It is already the hour for you to awake.”
— Romans 13:11

Volume L I Brooklyn, N .Y ., November 8, 1970 Number 21

THERE are many mistaken ideas in 
circulation, like bogus money passed 

off as the real thing. Few people are badly 
hurt by a phony penny; but a counterfeit 
twenty-;dollar bill is another matter. In 
the same way some fallacies are compara­
tively harmless, while others can be defi­
nitely dangerous. For the sake of clear, 
straight thinking, though, it is to our bene­
fit to dismiss all such mistaken ideas from 
mind.

You have heard it said, no doubt, that 
the color red will provoke a bull to rage; 
that it is proper to lift a rabbit by its 
ears; that a seashell, held to the ear, 
echoes the ocean’s roar. Can these popu­
lar notions stand up under investigation?

Unless you expect to cross a meadow 
where there is a bull on the loose, you 
may not be too concerned about that ani­
mal’s reaction to color. But experiments 
have shown that he is color-blind. If you 
do not believe it, you could try waving 
a cloth of another color. It can produce 
the same results, since it is the move­

ment that attracts the bull’s attention and 
results in his charge.

If you believe it is cruel to lift pussycat 
by the tail, perhaps you should think twice 
before picking up bunny rabbit by his ears. 
Naturalists report that rabbits’ ears are 
quite sensitive and claim that it is cruel 
to use them as handles.

And that roar you hear in the seashell 
—does it not sound like the sea breaking 
upon the shore? Well, it is the peculiar 
form of the shell that picks up and blends 
the echoes of many nearby sounds into 
a muffled complex that can fool the un­
informed. It might be worth while to ex­
periment with the shell in some com­
pletely quiet place where there are no 
echoes to be picked up.

Fallacies of the Past
Many a popular belief of past genera­

tions has now been entirely rejected. 
Progress of knowledge exposes the fal­
lacies and casts them aside as old wives’ 
tales. Who, for instance, would now sub-
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scribe to the idea that the earth is flat 
or that the sun moves around a motion­
less earth?

For centuries there were efforts to dis­
cover the recipe for a potion that would 
give everlasting life to the one drinking it. 
In Europe and America credence was giv­
en to the existence somewhere of a “Foun­
tain of Youth,”  supposedly having healing 
powers and the ability to make old per­
sons young. Explorer Ponce de Leon even 
sought this fountain in Florida.

Others soberly searched for a supposed 
philosophers’ stone that was said to have 
the power to turn all metals into gold. 
Also, there were many expeditions sent 
out to locate an imagined El Dorado in 
the northern part of South America—a 
place where, it was said, gold was so com­
mon as to be used in walls and roofs.

It was also commonly believed in times 
past that life generates spontaneously 
from decaying matter. Did persons not 
have the proof—maggots that eventually 
appeared on rotting flesh or other food­
stuffs? It did not occur to them that flies 
had laid their eggs there. Interesting, too, 
that this discredited idea is not so differ­
ent from the evolutionary teaching that 
life generated spontaneously in the slime 
and ooze of a bygone age!

Common Fallacies Today
Even today there are fallacies common­

ly held. Some of these have little effect on 
people one way or the other. For example, 
there is the belief that the stomach is 
the chief organ of digestion. But the fact 
is that food begins to digest when mixed 
with saliva in the mouth. And it is now 
generally known that the small intestine 
does most of the digesting, after the food 
has left the stomach.

Another common belief is that hair can 
turn gray suddenly by emotional shock. 
But this is not true. Hair becomes gray
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gradually. It cannot turn gray suddenly, 
since pigment is deposited in hair before 
it grows out of the skin. Dermatologists 
say on the subject of ‘turning gray sud­
denly’ : “Only people with a certain rare 
disease go partially bald suddenly, losing 
their dark pigmented hair overnight, re­
taining just their grey hair.”

It is true that fallacious notions such 
as this have not resulted in peril to any­
one. And were this true of every fallacy, 
the subject would hardly be worth con­
sidering.

Dangerous Misconceptions
But some erroneous ideas can be dan­

gerous, even fatal. For example, there is 
the widely held notion that frostbite 
should be rubbed with snow. The fact is 
that this course might well complicate the 
problem. Stefansson, the famed Arctic ex­
plorer, declared that “few things could be 
more absurd” than the snow cure for frost­
bite. What you should do, he said, “ is to 
take your warm hand out of your mitten 
and press it on the frozen spot for a mo­
ment until the whiteness and stiffness is 
gone.”

The “ snow cure” for frostbite can 
make matters worse
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Do you believe, as do some, that light­
ning never strikes twice at the same spot? 
Do not count on this. This, too, is a dan­
gerous misconception. It could prove fatal 
to you. Photographic evidence reveals that 
lightning frequently strikes in the same 
place, even during the same storm.

There is also the common belief that 
quicksand itself will suck one under. This 
is not true. As Scientific American of June 
1953 o b s e r v e s :
“Contrary to popu­
lar notion, quick­
sand does not suck 
objects down.” En­
tertaining this popu­
lar notion could cost 
a person his life.

Actually quick­
sand supports the 
body much better 
than does water. It 
stands to reason, 
then, that if one can 
float in water, he 
can float in quick­
sand. It is the frantic struggles of the 
one caught in quicksand that tend to 
bury him deeper and deeper.

What, then, should a person caught in 
quicksand do? He should remain as calm 
as possible. He should act with purpose. 
In water he would float and swim. In 
quicksand he should immediately lie on 
his back with his arms outstretched. In 
this position he will not sink. If help does 
not arrive, he may, with great effort, 
slowly extricate his feet, one at a time. 
Then he can roll to firm ground, “floating” 
on his back frequently to rest.

Some Religious Fallacies
Many fallacies concerning what the Bi­

ble teaches have been handed down over 
the centuries. For instance, the Bible
NOVEMBER 8, 1970

plainly states: “The soul that is sinning 
— it itself will die.”  (Ezek. 18:4, 20) That 
the soul is mortal could not be more plain­
ly stated. Yet most persons today prefer 
to believe the very opposite—that the soul 
is immortal, an idea spawned by specu­
lative religion. And, really, if man does not 
actually die, what need would there be 
of a resurrection, as is so plainly taught 
in the Bible?—John 5:28, 29; Acts 24:15.

The date of Jesus’ 
birth brings to the 
fore another fallacy 
believed by many. 
Have you not been 
taught in church 
that that date was 
December 25? Sir 
Jam es F ra z e r ,  in 
The Golden Bough, 
writes: “ Our Christ­
mas festival is noth­
ing but a continu­
ation under a Chris­
tian name of the old 
Solar festivity; for 

the ecclesiastical authorities saw fit, about 
the end of the third or the beginning 
of the fourth century, arbitrarily to trans­
fer the nativity of Christ to the 25th of 
December for the purpose of diverting to 
their Lord the worship which the hea­
then had hitherto paid on that day to 
the sun.”

True, some feel inclined to say, “It does 
not matter about the date, as long as we 
celebrate his birth.” But such persons 
must still square such a celebration and its 
many pagan features with the fact that 
Jesus commanded his followers to com­
memorate his sacrificial death, not his 
birth.—Luke 22:19, 20.

Other fallacies have been built up 
around the festivities of December 25.

Quicksand itself does not suck one under; 
struggling tends to bury one deeper
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Many have assumed that the Magi or as­
trologers who came bearing gifts were 
three in number. Do you believe that? 
The Scriptures leave them unnumbered. 
It also has been commonly assumed that 
the astrologers were 
directed straight to 
Jesus in Bethlehem 
by a star. But the 
fact is that the star 
directed them to Je­
rusa lem  to K ing  
Herod, who wanted 
to kill the babe, and 
when they finally 
arrived in Bethle­
hem, Jesus was no 
longer in a manger, 
as is commonly be­
lieved, but he then 
lived in a house.
Read the account yourself in your own 
copy of the Bible at Matthew chapter 2, 
verses 1-12.

Does It Matter?
So does it really matter if we put faith 

in error? In the case of the “frostbite” 
and “quicksand” fallacies, it must be ad­

mitted that a great deal of harm could 
result, perhaps even death.

But much more harm can result from 
clinging to careless and inaccurate reli­
gious ideas that run contrary to what the 

Bible says. Why so? 
Because it is not 
merely the present 
life that is endan­
gered. Rather, ever­
lasting life  is in­
volved. Truth and 
everlasting life are 
intimately connect­
ed.—John 17:3; 4: 
23, 24.

The Bible plainly 
says that G o d ’ s 
“ will is that all 
sorts of men should 
be saved and come 

to an accurate knowledge of truth.” 
(1 Tim. 2:4) On the other hand, Paul, 
an apostle of Jesus Christ, said of those 
who, though sincere, were misguided, 
“They have a zeal for God; but not ac­
cording to accurate knowledge.”  (Rom. 
10:2) Surely it is following the safe 
course to clear our minds of all fallacies!

Do you know the fallacies built up around the 
festivities of December 25?

"Watchtower and Awake!' Smite Trend"
•  The above heading was part of a feature 
article in M agazine Industry N ew sletter. The 
newsletter contrasted the downward trend in 
circulation of other religious magazines with 
that of The W atchtow er  and A w a ke! It 
stated: “Old-time religion is no longer the 
saleable commodity of yore— at least, in the 
publishing field. The religious press is hurting. 
Subscriptions have sagged.. . .  And two major 
magazines may fold.” But of The W atchtow er  
and A w a k e! it said: “Today, the two maga­
zines are gaining readers at the rate of 
100,000 readers every three months.” The 
actual increase is much larger, for in the 
first ten months of 1970 The W atchtow er  in­
creased by 650,000 (from 6,000,000 to 6,650,000) 
and the A w a k e! by 600,000 (from 5,950,000 to 
6,550,000).

Commenting on the fact that both maga­
zines are available for five cents each when 
others are much higher priced, the newsletter 
added: “Now to the astonishingly low prices 
of Watchtower publications. The Society can 
prepare, translate, print and distribute its 
materials on a worldwide basis for as little 
as 5c per item as the result of an arrange­
ment with employees that should be emulated 
by publishers who are currently purging em­
ployees in the face of rising costs. The wage 
formula: instill in the employee, be he printer 
or editor, such fierce devotion that he will 
work full-time in exchange for a dormitory 
room, three square meals a day and $14 a 
month for personal expenses. . . . Try nego­
tiating those terms with your unions!”
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IT'S CHEAPER

46T)UY NOW—PAY LATER!” That
D idea constantly bombards people in 

many countries today. They are being per­
suaded that the thing to do is to buy an 
advertised product, then pay for it later 
over a period of time. This is called ‘buy­
ing on time,’ or credit buying.

However, buying now and paying later 
really means going into debt. And more 
and more people are doing just that. As 
economist John Kenneth Galbraith stated: 
“People have changed their view of debt. 
Thus there has been an inexplicable but 
very real retreat from the Puritan canon 
that required an individual to save first 
and enjoy later.”

Commenting on this trend, an economist 
of the Institute of Motivational Research 
said: “In general, we have been shifting 
more and more from a puritanical cul­
ture to a hedonistic one . . .  A  credit card 
is a symbol of this hedonistic age. We 
are getting our pleasures, our purchases, 
our entertainment, before we’ve actually 
earned them.”

In the United States so many people 
are now in debt that Hillel Black, in his

book Buy Now, Pay Later, stated: 
“The result has been a consumer 
credit explosion that makes the 
population explosion seem small by 
comparison. . . . The total private 
debt is certainly greater than the 
combined private debt of man 
throughout history. Never have so 
many owed so much.”

How Paid For
How is all this debt paid for? It 

comes out of the future earnings 
of the individual, money he does 
not now have but expects to earn.

This is where the problem arises. 
Growing numbers of people are 
now finding that they are unable 
to pay for all their credit pur­

chases. As a spokesman for the American 
Collectors Association stated: “ People are 
going out and using credit without really 
knowing what it’s all about. The average 
person doesn’t know the responsibility he 
assumes when he opens an account. It’s 
a shock to him at the end of the month 
to find he has been spending more money 
than he’s making.”

For some time, financial experts won­
dered what would happen with all that 
debt if the nation suffered any prolonged 
economic setback. What if workers did 
not earn as much, or lost their jobs al­
together? they asked. The experts do not 
have to wonder any longer. Now they 
know, for the United States is experienc­
ing an economic recession even as prices 
continue to rise.

As a result many workers have lost 
their jobs, or have had their wages re­
duced. This has caused more persons to 
come into economic trouble than at any 
time since the depression years. They 
are in debt, but now unable to pay. 
Hence, increasing numbers are going in­
to bankruptcy, with the things they
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have purchased repossessed by creditors.
Even many who do have jobs are ex­

periencing difficulty because of too much 
debt. An Atlanta banker said: “Most 
everybody is living beyond his means in 
the middle and lower-income levels. A 
typical family had been able to keep up 
until recently by being able to borrow 
more, but tight money stopped that and 
now many people can’t ‘borrow themselves 
out of debt.’ ”

The situation is just as Newsweek ob­
served: “Indeed, the slump has already 
hit vast numbers of Americans one way 
or another.”

It Pays to Pay Cash
Not only has ‘easy credit’ induced many 

to buy things they cannot really afford, 
but by doing so they lose money. They 
have to pay more for the product because 
of interest charges.

It should be remembered that money 
lending is such a huge business because it 
is profitable for the lender. In fact, many 
companies do not want customers to pay 
cash, because of the huge profit they make 
on the interest on debt payments. Some 
make more profit on the interest than 
they would on the item itself if it were 
paid for in cash!

Nearly 25 cents out of each dollar in 
payment of debt now goes for interest 
charges. This means that people who de­
pend upon credit are not getting their 
money’s worth. They are actually wasting 
much hard-earned money. If they had pur­
chased items with cash they would have 
had more to spend.

An example of what can be saved when 
one is buying with cash is noted in Buy 
Now, Pay Later: “A store sells a refrigera­
tor for $329.95. On a twenty-four-month 
contract with a $10 down payment, Mr. 
Consumer pays the store $66 extra for 
credit.” Think of how many quarts of milk
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that $66 could have purchased! How much 
meat could it have bought, how much 
clothing for the family? Buying that item 
on credit was like tearing up and throw­
ing away $66.

No, credit is not cheap by any means. 
True-interest payments can vary from 12 
percent to double or more the original 
cost.

The Wise Course
Economic difficulties will not go away 

in the future. They are far more likely to 
grow as this system of things moves 
toward its end. (2 Tim. 3:1) The wise 
course is to keep balanced in one’s view of 
material things.

Buy only what you can afford. When­
ever possible, pay cash to avoid paying 
interest charges. If you want an item that 
you do not need now, begin saving for it. 
Put the money in the bank and collect in­
terest. Then when you have the money 
you need, buy it with cash.

Whatever bills you incur, pay them 
promptly. At times companies give dis­
counts for prompt payments, saving you 
money. If you must use credit, make sure 
it is only for something you cannot do 
without. Use credit very sparingly, and 
read the fine print in contracts to know 
exactly how much you are paying above 
the cash price.

Another practical suggestion: Since it 
has been proved that persons with credit 
cards usually buy more than when they 
pay cash, a good idea when shopping is 
to leave your credit cards at home!

Never let a seller overload you with 
debt by telling you about ‘easy credit.’ 
There is no such thing. All credit is hard. 
Ask anyone who is now unable to meet 
payments or who is having to declare 
bankruptcy. Yes, it is cheaper to pay cash. 
It is easier not only on the pocketbook, but 
on the nervous system too, for it can save 
much anguish.



Deitotattmc
By “Awake!” correspondent in Switzerland

The Early Stages
Early history tells of courier systems 

among the Persians, the Romans, and the 
Incas of South America, organized for the 
sole purpose of governmental communica­
tion. There was then no provision for the 
ordinary citizen. And besides, very few 
citizens could even read and write, so as 
to take advantage of such means of com­
munication.

Some factors that worked together to 
produce a sudden upsurge in the demand 
for communication were: the discovery of 
the western hemisphere, with its conse­
quent spread of population; the advent of 
printing; and the great widening of oppor­
tunities for education. To meet this de­
mand, Franz von Taxis introduced an in­
ternational postal service in the sixteenth 
century. It operated between and among 
a limited number of European states. This 
exchange of mail was governed by interna­
tional agreements—not one overall con­
vention, but rather a number of bilateral 
treaties.

The era of steamships and railroads 
brought low-cost transportation of private 
mail, and greatly spurred the growth of

YOUR letter is sealed in its envelope, 
you affix a postage stamp, and you 

drop it in the nearest box' for outgoing 
mail. Hardly another thought is given the 
matter. You are confident that your mes­
sage will reach the person named on the 
envelope.

But why such assurance? Have you ever 
given any consideration to the organiza­
tion required to bear your letter and mil­
lions of others from one point on earth 
to another, sometimes over thousands of 
miles? How is it that a tiny postage stamp, 
costing but a few coins, perhaps only one, 
can perform such a remarkable feat—tak­
ing your message to the very ends of the 
earth perhaps? And who gets the money 
represented by the stamp, since the letter 
may well traverse a number of different 
lands to reach its destination?

These questions you might enjoy hav­
ing cleared up, as well as others such as, 
How did the present international postal 
system come into existence? What steps 
are being taken to improve and widen its 
usefulness to humankind?
NOVEMBER 8, 1970 9



communication by letter. Postal adminis­
trations became aware of the need to 
standardize their methods and charges and 
to simplify the formalities involved. Intro­
duction of “penny postage” in Great Brit­
ain in 1840 and the creation of the post­
age stamp by Rowland Hill were steps in 
the right direction.

It is strange, is it not, to think that 
up to the middle of the nineteenth cen­
tury United States mail was operating 
without benefit of postage stamps or en­
velopes as we know them? The letter sheet 
was simply folded into itself securely and 
the address written on the outside. Usually 
the last fold was fastened with sealing 
wax. The mailing charge was paid at the 
post office, and the amount stamped on 
the outside of the letter.

Another forward step came in 1863, 
when, at the initiative of Montgomery 
Blair, postmaster general of the United 
States, fifteen European and American 
countries had their representatives con­
vene at Paris with a view to widening the 
scope of international posted arrange­
ments.

Founding of the Postal Union
The great need, now, was for an over­

all international convention or agreement. 
The outline for such a postal union with 
plenipotentiary powers was drawn up by 
a high-ranking official in the postal ad­
ministration of the North German Con­
federation. On the invitation of Switzer­
land, a conference was called in Berne in 
1874. Delegates from twenty-two states 
quickly reached an agreement that has 
since been known as the Berne Treaty.

Thus the General Postal Union was 
bom, coming into force on July 1, 1875. 
The accession of many new member states 
suggested a more appropriate name, which 
was adopted three years later, namely, 
the Universal Postal Union.
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The twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
Union’s founding was duly commemorated 
in Switzerland by the erection of an impos­
ing monument—a globe raised high on 
rough-hewn granite, with dainty figures, 
representing international communication, 
circling the globe and passing letters from 
hand to hand. Thousands of persons visit 
the site every year.

For some seventy years admission of 
new members to the Union was by uni­
lateral declaration, but at the Paris Con­
gress of 1947 this provision was amended. 
Thereafter applications were to be pro­
cessed by the Swiss government, and then 
presented to the members. At least a two- 
thirds approval was required before an 
applicant could be admitted. The 1964 
Congress in Vienna provided that any 
member of the United Nations could ac­
cede to the Union simply by formal decla­
ration to the Swiss government, and with­
out need of the two-thirds vote of approval.

General Principles
The simplicity of the Union’s rules has 

vastly contributed to the smooth running 
of the organization. As a fast-growing 
public service organization, it pursues al­
truistic aims, and despite political upheav­
als and international conflict, it manages 
to keep functioning with considerable suc­
cess.

The basic Act of the Union is the Con­
stitution that sets forth the aims and lays 
down precise rules entitled “General Regu­
lations.” In connection with these rules, 
some elasticity in practice is allowed in 
each member country.

Member countries are considered as 
forming “a single postal territory for the 
reciprocal exchange of letter-post items” 
and they have “guaranteed freedom of 
transit within the territory of the Union.”

Charges to be collected by member 
countries have been standardized, and the

A W A K E  !
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sharing of charge between the country 
where the mail originates and the country 
of its destination has been abolished. Thus, 
since 1875, the land of origin retained the 
entire charge levied by them, and the land 
of destination was no longer remunerated 
for the distribution of postal items.

This principle is based on the assump­
tion that a letter invites a reply, thus bal­
ancing the accounts of total mail. It is a 
generous and practical policy, leading to 
simplification and economy for all mem­
ber countries.

But conditions have altered considerably 
since 1874, when one could properly speak 
of “reciprocal exchange.” The increasing 
volume of “AO mail,” that is, mail items 
other than letters, postcards, air letters 
and letter packages, led some countries to 
suggest a revision at the time of the To­
kyo Congress of 1969. A new provision 
resulted, namely, that any member coun­
try whose weight of incoming AO mail 
exceeded its outgoing AO mail would re­
ceive a compensation “of 50 gold centimes 
per kilogram” for the difference. This goes 
into effect July 1, 1971.

The Union’s Constitution provided for 
an Executive Council, for an assembly or 
congress of its members every five years, 
and for an international bureau.

How the Union Functions
The Congress is the supreme authority 

in the Union, having duties that are large­
ly legislative. It is in principle convened 
every five years. It cooperates closely with 
the Executive Council and attends to such 
matters as revising the Acts of the Union 
as and when developments warrant such 
changes. Sixteen ordinary Congresses have 
been held to date, and have introduced 
many conveniences for the public, includ­
ing the sale of money orders, free postage 
on literature to the blind, and so on.

The agreement concerning postal sub­
scriptions to newspapers and periodicals, 
concluded in Vienna back in 1891, is of 
special interest to readers of this maga­
zine. Like the Union itself, the interna­
tional organization publishing Awake! is 
also about a century old. Over six million 
copies in twenty-six languages are mailed 
out every two weeks into almost 200 lands 
and islands of the sea. Multiply that by the 
thousands of magazines and newspapers 
that are daily handled by the postal union, 
and you begin to visualize the vital job it 
discharges.

The International Bureau, maintained 
in Berne, Switzerland, collects informa­
tion and dispenses information and coun­
sel to any administration desiring it. It 
is also responsible for development of post­
al technical assistance, and may even be 
called on to serve as arbitrator. The costs 
of its maintenance are shared by the mem­
bers of the Union. Just recently it has 
moved into a new and larger building in 
a suburb of Berne.

The Executive Council, a permanent 
body, is composed of thirty-one member 
countries. Its responsibility is to ensure 
the continuity of the Union’s activities 
from one Congress to another. It works 
closely in conjunction with the Interna­
tional Bureau.

The Swiss Confederation functions in 
the role of Supervisory Authority, having 
powers relating to financial activities, or­
ganization and administration of the In­
ternational Bureau. It is also the official 
depository of the Acts of the Union, and 
has certain legal powers with respect to 
membership.

Work o f the Congress
To keep up with the swiftly changing 

world scene, each Congress of the Postal 
Union has a very heavy program. The 
XVth Congress, held in Vienna in 1964,
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for instance, had 140 sessions. Its 500 
delegates examined and voted on 1,160 
proposals.

The XVIth Congress, convened in To­
kyo in 1969, was the first to be held in 
Asia. There were 523 delegates, represent­
ing 132 of the 142 member nations. It 
heard and voted on hundreds of proposals. 
Its decisions will have important effects 
on the 550,000 post offices around the 
world, and for the 4,500,000 persons em­
ployed in handling the more than 250,000 
million postal items per year for inland 
and foreign transit.

Step into a modern post office and ob­
serve the great number of services avail­
able to the ordinary citizen. Money orders 
can be purchased for either a domestic or 
foreign destination. Then, there are parcel 
post and C.O.D. provisions. Also, one can 
register and insure letters and parcels so 
as to guarantee delivery—a most impor­
tant feature when the mail item is either 
valuable or urgent.

Most large urban centers around the 
world, and many smaller towns, enjoy at 
least two mail deliveries per day—deliver­
ies right to the home or place of business. 
Only within comparatively recent times 
air transport of mail has helped to speed 
up the delivery of letters and small pack­
ages to a fantastic degree. Now one can 
receive a letter mailed at a point two or 
three thousand miles away within forty- 
eight hours of the time of mailing!

For many years now the railroads have 
contributed to the speed and efficiency of 
the mails. Special railroad cars allow for 
sorting of mail even as the train speeds 
on its way, day and night, to some distant

point. At some small wayside stations 
letter-post mail is dropped off without a 
stop. More than that, with the help of an 
ingenious crane, mailbags can also be 
picked up by the moving train.

So there is much more to the delivery 
of your letter than what you may see in 
your local post office. Mail pickup, mail 
sorting and bagging, and routing of the 
mailbags for speed, are only routine mat­
ters involved in the worldwide network 
of postal facilities. Is it not remarkable 
that you can sit down and write a letter 
to someone on the other side of the planet, 
with reasonable expectation that your let­
ter will reach the addressee, even if he or 
she is a prisoner of war or a civilian in­
ternee? And, generally speaking, your let­
ter will be inviolate. Very few countries 
have the staff or the inclination to censor 
the vast volumes of mail that pour in from 
day to day.

By reason of the Union’s operations the 
postal rates are within the ability of most 
persons to pay. And though political and 
economic limitations prevent your visit to 
some relative or friend in a far-off land, 
warm personal correspondence can help to 
maintain the bonds of family or friendship.

The speed and efficiency of the well- 
mounted courier of Persia called forth the 
admiration of Herodotus, the Greek his­
torian. His expression included these 
words, now inscribed above the entrance 
of the General Post Office in New York 
city: “Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor 
gloom of night stays these couriers from 
the swift completion of their appointed 
rounds.” Even while you sleep, your mail 
is speeding on its way.

*T low eti K eep  M a n  -@live
Man depends completely on flowers and flowering plants for his 

food. Flowering plants include almost all grains, fruits and vegetables. 
Even the animals that man uses for food, such as cattle, hogs and 
sheep, live on flowering plants.
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cool for lengthy submarine visits. The 
clear, clean waters of coral seas beckon 
adventurers to the best places.

The Coral Reef
Why should coral seas be a special at­

traction? Because coral thrives in waters 
that are sufficiently agitated so as to en­
sure replacement of water and of the con­
sequent fresh supply of microscopic plank­
ton, and around coral growth is to be 
found the greatest variety of undersea life. 
Smaller creatures seek the protective coral 
reef with its multitudes of caves and crev­
ices, while larger ones cruise constantly in 
the neighborhood in the hope that they 
will intercept some careless little creature 
that has wandered too far.

What is this coral reef? It may look 
just like perforated rock. However, its for­
mation is not at all like that of rock. 
Coral formation is, in fact, the result of 
the architectural labors of many genera­
tions of tiny sea creatures— creatures that 
are related to the familiar jellyfish and 
the sea anemone. These creatures, called 
polyps, are jellylike, pliable, cylinder 
shaped. One end is anchored to the coral 
colony, the deserted homes of a previous 
generation. The other end is the creature’s

By "Awake!" correspondent in the Leeward Islands

ARMED with scuba outfit or simply 
with mask and flippers, men are now 

exploring the wonders of the submarine 
world. Let others go to the moon and plan 
additional exploits in space; undersea en­
thusiasts are happy to explore some of 
these little-known regions of our planet. 
Life and activities under the sea offer 
their own peculiar fascinations. The silent 
world affords a relieving contrast to the 
din and bustle of surface life.

Submarine adventure need not involve 
the wanton slaughter of the sea’s inhabi­
tants. There are good and practical pur­
poses too. Oceanographers who are aware 
of the great potential of underwater farm­
ing are suggesting that as a partial solu­
tion to the world’s food problem. Students 
of botany and biology are keenly interest­
ed in the flora and fauna of the sea. Many 
others are attracted by the beauty and 
color and myriad art forms with which 
the seas abound.

The preferable location for such adven­
ture under the waves is in tropical seas, 
where the water temperature is not too 
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mouth that opens at night into a fringe 
of small tentacles that reach out and feed 
on the plankton that rise to the surface 
waters. Each polyp builds a protective 
covering around itself, a sort of individ­
ual apartment formed of calcium carbon­
ate secreted by its own outer skin. Dur­
ing the day these polyps retire within their 
refuges.

With infinite numbers of these tiny ar­
chitects at work side by side, building up­
ward toward the sun, year after year, 
century after century, the reef assumed 
its present aspect. Marine plants took root, 
seaweed became lodged, sponges and al­
gae—all shared in some degree in ce­
menting the framework together. The re­
sult—the coral reef, which has often been 
termed “the submarine apartment block.”

Generally the reef occurs in shallow 
coastal waters where the sun’s light and 
warmth penetrate quite deeply. One rea­
son appears to be that within the body 
of each polyp there are microscopic plants 
that make a vital contribution to its di­
gestive process and, like most plants, they 
are dependent on photosynthesis. Without 
sunlight these plants die, and therefore 
so does the polyp.

Strong and lasting though the reef ar­
chitecture is, there are forces of disinte­
gration, too, not the least of which are 
mighty storms that often break off coral 
chunks weighing several tons and toss 
them like matchwood on top of the reef.

Coral Varieties
There are other corals, too, that do not 

build onto the reef proper, though their 
presence does add to its mass. There is 
the staghorn coral, the growth of which 
resembles that of massive tree branches, 
some of them fifteen to twenty feet long 
and two feet thick at the base. The brain 
coral takes the form of various-size boul­
ders with markings that are very much
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like the convolutions of the brain. These 
grow in tide pools close to the reef.

There is the stinging coral, which is the 
bane of divers, for it can inflict a painful 
wound on creatures venturing too near. 
Another type of coral looks very much 
like lettuce in form. Soft corals, as dis­
tinguished from the rock corals, include 
the vividly colored star coral, others that 
are just a flabby mass with soft, spongy, 
branching fingers, and still others that 
look like large plates, some six to eight 
feet in diameter, having the polyps ar­
ranged in concentric circles.

Lords o f the Reef
Architects and master builders though 

the coral polyps are, it must be admitted 
that the fish are truly lords of the reef. 
Here they feed and sport and find refuge 
from the larger predators of the sea. The 
reef population comes in a fantastic va­
riety of shapes, sizes, colors and odd mark­
ings. Seen against the background of the 
many coral hues, they remind one of the 
colorful tropical birds and butterflies that 
flit around a flower garden. There are 
reds, greens, yellows, blues and every sub­
tle shade in between. Activity is made 
up of quick starts and short stops amid 
the jagged coral. Alertness and mobility 
are vital. For this reason most of the reef 
dwellers are of modest dimensions.

Close by the reef, on the sandy floor, the 
little yellowhead jawfish may be seen dig­
ging its burrow with its jaws. Just a few 
inches deep, the burrow provides a refuge 
into which it backs tail first whenever 
danger threatens. Such burrows are usu­
ally lined with carefully selected pebbles. 
Schools of angelfish and triggerfish, some 
of them beautifully marked, will glide by. 
On the reef surface itself the blue parrot 
fish, with birdlike beak, will be breaking 
off chunks of coral and feeding on the 
tasty polyps within.
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Deep down in the nooks and crannies of 
the reef or hiding among heaps of ancient 
ballast stones from wrecked vessels live 
the most formidable perhaps of all the 
reef dwellers—the six-foot green moray 
eel and its cousin, the three-foot spotted 
moray. These are sharp-toothed, powerful 
creatures that could snap off a man’s fin­
gers or toes if he were not careful where 
he put them. Beyond the reef, in deeper 
w aters , lurk 
the larger ma­
rauders, f o r ­
ever vigilant, 
awaiting the 
o p p o r tu n ity  
f o r  a g o o d  
m e a l  — t h e  
hammerhead 
s h a r k ,  t h e  
white-tipped shark, the yellow shark and 
the six-foot great barracuda.

The barracuda, built for speed and strik­
ing power, is a highly selective feeder. 
Some of the rare attacks on humans by 
these creatures are believed to have been 
mistakes on their part. In general they 
will kill only what they are going to eat, 
and there appears to be neither waste nor 
deliberate cruelty in their killing.

While these larger fish just beyond the 
reef do pose some problems for human 
visitors to the submarine world, there is 
other more immediate danger to be guard­
ed against. Take, for instance, the com­
mon sea urchin. It is a burrowing, thistle­
like creature with sharp brittle spines. 
When one brushes against it, the spines 
penetrate the flesh and break off. They

are extremely difficult to remove and may 
quickly produce infection.

Another peril is the stinging jellyfish. 
As though to disarm the visitor, these are 
patterned in dark blue, brown and yellow. 
But many of them can deal out a shocking 
sting. One of the most dangerous of these 
is the so-called Portuguese man-of-war. It 
floats on the surface, dangling its long 
poisonous filaments. To get involved with

one can mean 
a v e r y  b a d  
sting, in some 
rare cases even 
causing death.

It is not out 
of place here 
to take note of 
a peril to the 
polyps, these 

tiny architects of the reef. The prickly 
starfish ordinarily seeks out and digests 
as many polyps as can be found. How­
ever, in the Pacific area it seems that 
the starfish is experiencing a population 
explosion, so much so that the polyps are 
being cleaned off of reef after reef, turn­
ing them into algae-shrouded cemeteries 
or lifeless, condemned apartment blocks.

The undersea world surely has its vari­
ety, its perils, and its attractions, just as 
has the world on the surface. The reef 
visitor who reflects on all the marvels he 
sees in the silent world cannot but stand 
in wonder and awe at these multitudinous 
creations of the One who in the beginning 
commanded: “Let the waters swarm forth 
a swarm of living souls.”—Gen. 1:20.

•  Do You Believe Everything You Read?

•  The Tongue— Amazing in .

•  If Only Lighthouses Could Talk.

— In the next issue.

Saltiest Bodies of Water
•  The Dead Sea, lying at the end of the Jordan River between Israel 
and Jordan, is one of the two saltiest bodies of water on earth. It is 
about six times as salty as ocean water and contains about 24 percent 
solid matter, mostly salt. The Great Salt Lake in Utah is the other 
body of water comparable in salt content.

NOVEMBER 8, 1910 , 15



I ivinn Issiiranne■  i | ■ M  lw i  I t i l l I  I I » ' k ' mm

ol Peace on Earth
— As exemplified by “Men of Goodwill" Assemblies in Canada

THE ten “Men of Goodwill” District As­
semblies of Jehovah’s witnesses held in 

Canada this past summer were a refresh­
ing relief. To whom? To those tired of 
hearing about hate, riots, vicious crimes, 
war, drug abuse and soaring rates of il­
legitimacy and venereal disease.

These assemblies were living assurance 
to righteously disposed, thinking observ­
ers that there are on earth persons who, 
by their lives now, demonstrate that there 
can be a world of mankind without hatred, 
fear or war.

With a combined total attendance of 
91,876, there were enough people on hand 
at the ten locations to preclude anyone’s 
claiming that what took place was coin­
cidental or simply a happy accident.

Those attending the assemblies were in­
terested in being God’s “men of goodwill.” 
This phrase comes from the Bible, which 
shows that man must have God’s good­
will or favor in order to gain lasting life 
and peace.—Luke 2:13, 14.

Willingly Working Together in Peace 
To have attended all the conventions 

would have required quite a trip. The lo­
cations covered more than a 4,000-mile 
sweep of Canada from coast to coast. Of 
course, much work was required to pre­
pare the program and to get the facilities 
ready at the ten assembly cities.

At Amherst, Nova Scotia, for example,
16

because crowds were larger 
than expected, it took hard 
work to get enough chairs for 
seating. Through an arrange­
ment with local officials every 
chair in every school within 
eighty-eight miles of Amherst 
was used. When these were 
not enough, Witnesses trucked 
in more from Halifax, 136 
miles away.

How do the Witnesses get work like this 
organized? Many times simply by using 
methods found practical in their public 
ministry. An example is the cleaning up 
of the convention site in Edmonton, Al­
berta. Each of the seventeen local congre­
gations had a “territory” assigned. The 
building was divided into that many sec­
tions. As volunteers reported for work 
they were asked which congregation they 
were from and were then assigned accord­
ingly.

At these assemblies one saw a willing­
ness to work in behalf of one’s fellowman 
that was truly remarkable. For example, 
at Prince George, British Columbia, in 
order to fill out the cafeteria menu, a 
Witness went out with his fishing boat 
and caught 2,800 pounds of salmon and 
halibut. He contributed this for the en­
joyment of his Christian brothers.

But sometimes efforts did not at first 
seem to yield the desired results. In Sault 
Sainte Marie, Ontario, great effort was 
made to persuade local officials to let the 
Witnesses use a blacktopped area near the 
assembly site for the cafeteria. No ap­
proach was successful. Another site had 
to be used. But how grateful the Wit­
nesses were that it turned out that way. 
Why? During the assembly it was neces­
sary for the city to dig up that blacktop 
in four places to try to locate the source 
of a sewer-backup problem. If they had
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been using that lot they would have had 
to move the cafeteria on the first day of 
the assembly.

Accommodating the Delegates
Locating accommodations for delegates 

is always one of the preconvention essen­
tials. Thousands of Witness volunteers 
participated in the room search, glad to 
manifest Christian hospitality.

At Toronto, Ontario, York University 
offered its dormitories. This provided 
many rooms close together, and several 
hundred delegates were accommodated 
there. In Sherbrooke (Quebec), Edmonton 
and Amherst the dormitories of colleges 
and universities were also offered, the lat­
ter town’s Mount Allison University of­
fering places for about 1,000 persons.

When it became obvious that the an­
ticipated attendance of 2,500 persons at 
Amherst would be surpassed, the search 
had to be extended to Moncton, 
thirty-six miles distant. There, a 
woman, after turning down a call­
er, phoned in to say that she had 
a change of mind, that upon exam­
ining her motives she realized it 
was prejudice that caused her to 
refuse. Now she wanted to list 
rooms. Also, she explained that she 
was going to work on her neigh­
bors who had been negative for the 
same reason. She did. For the next 
several days she called in repeat­
edly, saying, ‘Come on down and 
sign up Mrs. So and So. She’s 
ready to list.’ In this way accommodations 
for twenty-five were obtained.

Baptized as God’s “Men of Goodwill”
Many tears of joy were seen at the 

baptismal sites at the ten assemblies as 
sons, daughters and friends were hugged, 
congratulated and welcomed into Jeho­
vah’s happy family of “men of goodwill.”

At Sault Sainte Marie, as the 207 bap­
tismal candidates stood to answer ques­
tions, it was interesting to note that 
among them youths predominated.

But there were many older ones bap­
tized too. At Edmonton, where two local 
TV stations telecast the immersion, 208 
persons were baptized. Among them were 
an elderly couple from Rocky Mountain 
House, Alberta. They had long been 
searching for God’s truth, and had been 
affiliated with many different religions. 
About a year ago they started studying 
the Bible with the Witnesses. “We are no 
longer groping in the dark,” said the 
seventy-two-year-old wife. “We are so hap­
py to have found the truth at last.” Her 
eighty-year-old husband added: “I never 
knew I had so many relatives.”

Among the 151 immersed at the Sher­
brooke, Quebec, assembly was a woman 
from Levis. After she started studying the

Bible her husband opposed her, threaten­
ing to force her to move out of the house 
and destroying her Bible literature. But, 
while looking after matters at home, she 
continued to study. Now she was baptized. 
What about her husband? Oh, he was im­
mersed some six months ago. What had 
happened? A year ago the six-year-old 
daughter had asked him to read to her
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Esther’s banquet for the Persian king and Haman, 
as presented in the drama in Sherbrooke, Quebec
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before she went to sleep. He agreed. She 
handed him the book Paradise Lost
to Paradise Regained. He liked what he 
read. Eventually this led to his accepting 
the book The Truth That Leads to Eternal 
Life. He read it, asked for a Bible study 
and was immersed in 1969.

The largest number immersed at any of 
the ten assemblies was at Toronto. Here 
662 persons took the step, showing that

they wanted to be God’s men of goodwill. 
At all ten assemblies in Canada there were 
2,012 baptized in symbol of their dedica­
tion to Jehovah, the God who gives peace.

More Delegates than Expected
Tractors ground to a halt, men came in 

from the fields, and families from across 
the prairies left their farms in midsummer 
for the Regina assembly. For many it took 
weeks of good planning to make atten­
dance possible, but how happy they were 
for coming! It had been anticipated that
3,500 would come, but it was good that 
some brought lawn chairs, because on the 
final day, during the feature talk “Saving 
the Human Race—in the Kingdom Way,” 
5,533 were on hand!

As at all ten assemblies, when a person 
walked through the crowds at the Sault 
Sainte Marie assembly he could feel the 
spirit of peace and contentment. There 
was excitement too over the fact that

there were on hand many more than the
2,500 anticipated. How many came to hear 
the public talk? A total of 11,054!

At Edmonton it was a good thing that 
a building the size of the Edmonton Gar­
dens was engaged. Although 4,500 were 
expected, it was clear on the first day that 
the 7,000-seat capacity would be needed. 
Can you imagine the excitement as the 
attendance rose day by day to almost 

double what had been estimated 
—8,255?

In Sherbrooke at the French- 
language assembly a total of 4,564 
persons flocked into the 4,200-seat 
Palais des Sports for the public 
talk. The attendance had taken al­
most a 40-percent jump since open­
ing day. And at Amherst, where
2,500 were expected, 6,221 persons 
packed into the assembly location. 
What an impact on a town of only 
some 10,500 population! This was 

the largest convention of any kind ever 
held in the Maritimes.

It had been estimated that about 16,000 
persons would attend the Toronto assem­
bly. But for the public talk there was 
almost double that number, or 31,272 per­
sons—the largest of this series of assem­
blies in Canada. Indeed, interest in the 
Bible’s message of hope is growing at a 
tremendous rate, and as a result, atten­
dance at all ten assemblies surpassed ex­
pectations.

Publicity
The news media gave excellent coverage 

at a number of the assemblies. For ex­
ample, at Sault Sainte Marie, FM Station 
CKCY, quite concerned that not all would 
get to hear the program due to the large 
crowds attending, offered to record parts 
of the program and play them. They 
played the entire drama based on the Bible 
book of Esther live on Friday night and

Some of the 31,272 at Toronto in the largest 
of the “Men of Goodwill” Assemblies in Canada
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then repeated their tape of it the next 
night on their AM station.

The Canadian Broadcasting Company’s 
French network spent two days at Sher­
brooke filming the highlights of the as­
sembly. La Tribune, a French-language 
paper, devoted about 30 percent of its 
front page to the assembly on the second 
day. On succeeding days there was at 
times over half a page of pictures.

Observations as to Peaceful Conduct
Many were the comments heard at the 

assembly cities to the effect that the Wit­
nesses exemplify peace and good order. 
The reaction of the people of Sault Sainte 
Marie to the assembly was well summed 
up by a policeman who said: “You people 
brought a spirit of peacefulness to our 
town.”

At Amherst a householder said of her 
Witness guests: “Don’t you people make 
any noise? I had eight people here for 
four days and I would hardly know they 
were here.” A motel owner observed: 
“The finest people ever to be here, they’re 
welcome any time. . . . Obviously Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses have something we don’t 
have.” And the chief of police commented: 
“They can come back any year—twice a 
year as far as I ’m concerned.”

The good order and cleanliness at the 
Prince George assembly were observed by 
a health inspector who said: “You prob­
ably know more about this than I do.”

A management official at Toronto’s 
Woodbine Racetrack said that the gar­
dener was amazed when he came in Mon­
day morning “because not one flower had 
been broken.” During the assembly a se­
curity guard employee of the racetrack 
who talked to a reporter pointed to a sign 
reading “Keep Woodbine Clean” and said 
about the Witnesses: “It’s the first time 
I saw somebody really trying.”

Toronto’s Telegram also made observa­
tions about the Witnesses, such as: “Hon­
esty and integrity of Witnesses is a con­
stant. Whatever one may think about the 
Witnesses—and a lot of people think a 
lot of negative things—they live exem­
plary lives. And they all believe exactly 
the same thing about everything.” The 
Telegram further described them: “They 
also appear to be the kindest people one 
could hope to meet.” “Although there were 
thousands, there was no pushing, no shov­
ing—not even a frayed temper from the 
heat.” “They are not anti-country; they 
are just pro-Jehovah,” the Telegram ob­
served. “They don’t burn draft cards, rise 
up in rebellion . . .  or engage in any form 
of sedition.” *

As the present system in all parts of 
the world continues to deteriorate at a 
rapid pace it is becoming more evident 
to those who think clearly that there is 
a body of earth’s inhabitants who stand 
out as a different society, exemplifying 
peace on earth.

That this peace-pursuing conduct is re­
ally based on love was evident when di­
saster struck a delegate and his family at 
Amherst. Their camper trailer caught on 
fire. Everything was lost. Within a half 
hour the family had been given the use 
of another trailer. Witnesses outfitted the 
husband, wife and children with clothes 
and contributed enough money to keep 
the family for the rest of the assembly 
and to get them back home.

What Does It Prove?
Primarily these were assemblies for the 

instruction and benefit of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses. So what should all this mean to 
you?

Do you remember some of the things 
said about the Witnesses by observers?

* The Telegram, issues of July 11, 25, 28, 1970.
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— ‘Honest people.’ ‘People of integrity.’ 
‘The finest people ever to be here.’ A news 
photographer in Toronto would not dis­
pute that. He had left his keys in the lock 
of his car’s trunk. The car was located in 
a parking lot at the assembly grounds. In 
that trunk were hundreds of dollars’ worth 
of photographic equipment. When he re­
membered and rushed back to the car, 
the trunk was locked. It had been locked 
by a Witness who spotted what had hap­
pened and who turned the keys in to the 
Lost and Found Department. What a re­
lief when the photographer got them back! 
Might not life be more pleasant if you 
lived among people of that sort?

Clean and orderly? Yes. The Sherbrooke 
city manager remarked: “One of the coun­
cil visited the assembly. . . .  He said that 
never before in his life had he been in 
a building with four thousand other peo­
ple and not been able to find a piece of 
paper or a cigarette butt on the floor. 
You people are the cleanest and most or­
derly I have ever seen.” Is that the kind 
of people with whom you would like to 
associate?

That the Witnesses enjoy unity to the 
extent that they bridge the “generation 
gap” is seen in the observation of a re­
porter in Sherbrooke: “ For the ‘profane’ 
that ventured into the Palais des Sports, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses appeared as peaceful 
individuals who were trying hard to live 
according to what the Bible says. Further­
more it is strange to see conventions 
where whole families participate. At this 
convention young and old were rubbing 
shoulders, even babies who could not yet 
understand.”

True Christianity transcends national 
and racial barriers erected by selfish men. 
There were no outcries here against dis­
crimination at these assemblies. Indeed,

special sessions were arranged for many 
immigrant peoples who have become Je­
hovah’s witnesses. In Vancouver, British 
Columbia, there were 65 at Greek ses­
sions; 106 at Italian ones. Regina had 146 
and Winnipeg had 209 at Ukrainian meet­
ings. Sixty-seven Finnish-speaking per­
sons were at Sault Sainte Marie. Edmon­
ton had 35 at an Italian session. Toronto’s 
cosmopolitan population was mirrored in 
the arrangement for complete program 
coverage in Italian with 1,565 attending. 
And key portions were reproduced in 
Spanish for 111 persons, in Portuguese for 
84 and in Greek for 334.

The depth of devotion of some of these 
delegates can better be understood when 
one remembers that not all were in good 
health or able to get about easily. When 
a man who is in his seventies and who 
has cancer comes and follows through 
with his determination to be baptized, one 
must pause to consider what it must have 
meant to him to come into this intimate 
relationship with his God.

With people like these to populate the 
earth after Jehovah God has cleansed it in 
the coming “great tribulation,” do you 
doubt that there can be unending peace 
on earth? A dispassionate review of what 
is recorded here clearly shows that there 
is a people who even now pursue peace. 
(1 Pet. 3:8-11) Not just at conventions, 
but each week at their Kingdom Halls you 
can experience this peace and whole­
some association.

Why not investigate these things fur­
ther for yourself? Enjoy happiness, moral 
companions, unity and peace even now. 
Find out why they flourish and grow 
among Jehovah’s witnesses in an era when 
they are notably lacking in society in gen­
eral. It can mean eternal happiness for 
you and your loved ones.
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The Abortion Business
IN MY more than th irty  §§§ A O  A

years of medical experi- / \  J  | \
ence as a general surgeon I
have seen a lot. But I was not
quite prepared for the sight
that met my eyes this morn- I f c i i s i i
ing, August 11, 1970. It was
my first day at work at a
Brooklyn hospital after it became legal
for doctors of New York state to perform
abortions at will.

As I approached the operating suite to 
do the surgical procedure I had scheduled 
for this day, I first noted the lineup of 
hospital gurneys [four-wheeled cots] in 
the hall outside the suite itself. On each 
there was a young woman patient dozing 
from the preoperative medication, waiting 
her turn for an abortion. Inside the oper­
ating suite, which consists of three operat­
ing rooms, it was immediately apparent 
that everyone—doctors, nurses, anesthesi­
ologists, orderlies and various aides—was 
working under more than the usual ten­
sion in caring for the abortion cases. 
These operations were being performed at 
the rate of one about every fifteen min­
utes.

Revulsion Among Hospital Personnel
In checking the operating schedule for 

the day, I noticed that my case was the on­
ly “ legitimate” one for the day—the oth­
er twenty-four scheduled all being abor­
tions. It was obvious that the operating 
crew was unhappy about this situation. 
When I commented that I felt somewhat 
out of place, in that I was doing the only 
real surgical procedure for the day, one
NOVEMBER 8, 1970

SEES IT

of the anesthesiologists, a doctor entirely 
unknown to me, walked across the operat­
ing room, grabbed my hand and shook it 
and went off without a word. I took this 
as an indication that he was in agreement 
with my disgust over the situation.

During the course of the operating pro­
cedure, there was considerable conversa­
tion about the abortion issue. Several of 
the nurses and nurse’s aides indicated that 
they felt such revulsion working under 
these conditions that they were contem­
plating other kinds of work outside the 
operating room. Some even talked of leav­
ing nursing itself.

Since the New York State law permits 
abortions to include pregnancies of as 
much as twenty-four weeks’ gestation, 
several of the two dozen cases scheduled 
for this day were being done on women 
who were in a condition of obviously well- 
advanced pregnancy. In such instances 
abortion is not the simple procedure that 
it ordinarily is in the case of a pregnancy 
of four to six weeks’ duration. To inter­
rupt a pregnancy at twenty-four weeks, it 
is almost always necessary to do a hys­
terotomy. This means opening the uterus 
through an abdominal incision and remov­
ing the fetus much as in a cesarean sec­
tion. One of the nurses who had been in
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attendance on a number of these cases 
confided in me that “the baby is removed 
and put in a pan to die.”

A  fetus of twenty-four weeks’ gestation 
is, of course, developed to the point of be­
ing easily recognizable as a human crea­
ture with distinct parts. It is able to move 
and to make sounds and to make attempts, 
at least, at respiration. It is therefore con­
sidered a potentially viable individual.

One operating orderly told me that he 
had refused to mop the operating rooms 
where abortions were being done, since 
that activity violated his conscience rela­
tive to the sacredness of life. He said that 
on mopping one such operating room he 
had found the leg of a fetus on the floor, 
and others in the operating suite con­
firmed that this was so. Since that time 
he had decided against working in the op­
erating rooms that were being used for 
this purpose. In fact, his intention was to 
quit working at the hospital altogether 
and look for a job in a factory. Even the 
assistant supervisor of the operating suite 
informed me that she too was quitting 
her position there to seek other employ­
ment.

A young Filipino doctor in surgical 
training, who assisted me with my opera­
tion, expressed his disappointment in the 
fact that he was not receiving training in 
all fields of medicine. This was because 
so much of his time was being taken up 
in caring for abortion cases. He too ex­
pressed his discouragement that Ameri­
can doctors were endeavoring to justify 
their actions on the basis that it would 
help the so-called population explosion. To 
him it was an instance of letting the end 
justify the means.

“Healthy”  Patients
On the completion of my surgical case, 

I visited my patient in the recovery room. 
She was surrounded by half a dozen or so

sleeping ex-mothers, who, upon arousing, 
would be taken from the operating suite 
to the wards for a few hours of hospital­
ization before being discharged. As I was 
about to leave the hospital I could not 
help but notice that the admitting office 
looked very unreal, with a line of healthy- 
appearing young women awaiting admis­
sion. A similar line was at the cashier’s 
window, where the previous day’s abor­
tion cases were being discharged.

Outside the hospital were many girls 
and young women, some coming, some 
going. In some instances they were ac­
companied by older women who appeared 
to be their mothers. I recalled that re­
ports in medical literature ( World
News, August 21, 1970) described a back­
log of 5,000 applications for abortions in 
New York City’s municipal hospitals, with 
six to eight weeks’ waiting times in some 
hospitals.

Who Is at Fault?
As I drove away from the hospital I 

was somewhat shaken, to say the least. 
Questions began crowding into my mind, 
demanding an answer. Who is at fault? 
What will be the next step man will take 
as he endeavors to correct certain social 
problems, or the continually increasing 
population?

I thought of the doctors who, in gen­
eral, justify their part by saying that they 
feel they are helping unfortunate women. 
But is this their real or only motive? Are 
they not also interested in helping them­
selves, financially? Many, of course, have 
refused to participate. But others give 
every evidence of becoming “specialists” 
in a procedure that, until only a few weeks 
ago, was considered criminal and immoral.

I thought of the politicians who make 
such things as abortions legal. The fault, 
however, is only partly theirs, for they are 
really only reflecting the will and wishes
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of their constituents—the people they rep­
resent.

I thought also of the churches of Chris­
tendom and their clergymen. While oth­
ers were no doubt responsible in large 
measure, it seemed obvious to me that 
the clergy are most responsible. It is not 
the doctors’ prerogative nor the duty of 
the schoolteachers nor the province of the 
lawmakers to teach people moral princi­
ples, nor to inculcate in them a high re­
gard for life. These are matters of a reli­
gious nature, and have for years been 
presumed to be the responsibility of the 
clergy.

How many of the young women whom 
I had seen this day were there for an 
abortion because they had not been taught 
by their clergymen that premarital sexual 
relationships are specifically condemned in 
their own Bible? How many were married 
women who were in good standing in their 
own church, and yet were demonstrating

a complete lack of regard for the lives of 
their unborn babies?

Abortions have brought some outcries 
from religious organizations, but the force 
of these proclamations of horror is lost 
in the realities of today. The very people 
performing the abortions, passing the laws 
regarding abortions, fathering the unborn 
illegitimate children, as well as the women 
having the abortions, were for the most 
part raised in religious homes, and a great 
many of them are at present respected 
members of the churches in their commu­
nities!

I’m convinced that the churches have 
failed. The clergy have been delinquent in 
their role of teacher, counselor and sup­
porter of morals and love of life. There is 
no question in my mind but that the 
churches have failed to impress a basic 
truth upon the minds and hearts of their 
people, namely, Life is one of our most 
valuable possessions!— Contributed.

Why They Fly

T HE recent conclusion of two aerodynamic 
specialists at the California Institute of 
Technology is that large migrating birds 

fly in V-formation for practical reasons. It 
appears that by flying in this pattern the birds 
boost each other and increase their flight range 
as much as 71 percent. The theory is based 
almost entirely on laws of aerodynamics, rather 
than observations of birds in flight. But the 
V angles and spacings that these specialists 
arrived at in their calculations are very sim­
ilar to those seen in flights of migratory 
birds.

According to their conclusion, each bird in 
flight leaves a strong updraft or upward move­
ment of air off its wing tips. By taking a 
position in the formation so as to have full 
advantage of this lift, the bird following is 
helped to fly forward more easily. This is very 
much like the way a hawk or glider pilot takes 
advantage of updraft to keep aloft. Flying in 
this way reduces the forward speed of the 
birds, but it extends their flight range. And 
when you consider how many hundreds of miles 
migratory birds travel you can appreciate
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in V-Formation
why this type of flying is far more practical.

It might appear that in V-formation flying 
the lead bird would have to do the most work. 
But the specialists' calculations show that in 
this flying pattern the updraft from the birds 
on both sides of the leader extends far enough 
forward to help it too. However, this depends 
on the spacing of the birds and the shape of 
the V. Probably the leader does have to do 
more work, and, therefore, be the strongest 
bird, or maybe the best navigator. Also the 
birds at the outermost ends of the V can 
lighten their load by dropping back slightly.

Now, what helps the birds to stay in their 
place as they fly in this way? The analysis is 
that if a bird gets ahead of its proper position, 
it immediately feels an increased work load. 
This will move it to drop back into its proper 
place. If it falls behind, it does less work but 
then it is suspected that “social pressure" is 
applied to force it to keep up. The analysts 
reason that perhaps the continuous honking of 
wild Canada geese when on the wing is really 
a calling to the lazier birds to keep in their 
place.

T
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Forty-ninth Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead
In the list below, rows are numbered from front to back and names are listed from left to right in each row

(1) Norton, L .; Schwarzrock, E .; Major, D .; McNutt, D .; MacDonald, C.; Janzen, S.; Gustavsson, S.; Bode, A .; Barnes, M * (2) Barnes, 
J.; Palmer, N .; Gravedoni, L .; Sanderson, G.; Bleckmann, A .; Klauer, E .; Hamren, E .; Rohatynsky, R.; Dultz, G .; Maldonado, M .; 
(3) Klapschi, K .; Gravedoni, D .; Mitchell, T .; Abke, G.; Christiansen, E .; Davis, G.; Hansson, V .; Jensen, E .; Lomker, G .; (4 ) Davis, P.; 
Norton, G.; Deadmond, D .; Carpenter, R .; Carlsson, A .; Carlsson, B .; Gustavsson, £).; Jakobsen, K .; Lomker, P.; Nielsen, M .; (5) Wallace, 
J.; Schoenhardt, G.; Millman, J.; Kirschmann, A .; Hermann, L .; Hummel, P.; Clauss, S.; McNutt, M .; Nielsen, J.; Christiansen, O .;
(6) Leydig, J.; Byron, P.; Millman, D .; Janzen, H .; Raju, V .; Griffin, J.; Hummel, S.; Jones, C.; Peyton, B.; Poburski, D .; Major, L -;
(7) Hamren, T .; Bode, G .; Zinke, W .; Schwarzrock, A .; Deadmond, G.; Clauss, N .; Jones, R .; Rohatynsky, V .; Peyton, J.; Carlson, *»•> 
Olson, T.



Meeting the Requirements to Become Missionaries
C U R I N G  the past five months of 

\Jschool, you have all been able to 
experience in what a great way Jehovah, 
the Great Potter, can mold human vessels, 
just as a potter molds clay.” With those 
words T. Galfas, the first in a symposium 
of seven speakers, began to address sev­
enty Christian ministers who were grad­
uating from the Watchtower Bible School 
of Gilead.—Isa. 64:8.

In addition to the graduates, close to 
two thousand of their friends and rela­
tives gathered on Sunday, September 13, 
at an assembly hall in New York for 
the graduation of the forty-ninth class of 
Gilead. And what a joyful and instructive 
time it was. The day passed all too quickly!

As its name suggests, the school these 
graduates attended is not designed to pro­
vide a general secular education, but rath­
er it specializes in preparing Christian 
ministers to be missionaries. Thus, the 
speaker, one of the school’s instructors, 
added: “When you accepted the invitation 
to come to Gilead School, you were, in ef­
fect, telling Jehovah, ‘I want to be molded 
into a type of vessel that you can use for 
a special purpose, for missionary work.’ ”

The students were reminded that they 
had received much “molding” during the 
five-month course, and would continue to 
be “molded” by God through “learning, 
counsel, correction and blessing,”  as all 
Christians are. But also the graduates 
could look back on their lives and see 
that even prior to coming to this school 
they had made numerous beneficial ad­
justments, many of which directly helped 
them to meet the requirements for at­
tending this Bible school.

Some Requirements for Gilead
Those invited to Gilead are not youths 

who want to become ministers, but are
I

men and women between twenty-one and 
forty years of age who are already min­
isters with a couple of years’ experience 
as full-time preachers. One Swedish stu­
dent in the class was a young girl when 
she set Gilead School as an objective. She 
was urged along in that direction by her 
cousin who became a missionary. In 1962 
this young woman started preaching full 
time in Sweden. Six years later she was 
appointed as a special representative of 
the Watch Tower Society. Hence, even 
though foreign missionary work was her. 
goal, she was proving to be a diligent 
worker in her home country. And she 
knew that this special activity would, as 
she said, “make it easier to adjust to the 
schedule of a foreign missionary.” Over 
fifteen years after setting missionary ser­
vice as her goal, she was delighted to be 
assigned to Bolivia.

The graduating class contained twenty- 
two married couples, who, in accord with 
Gilead’s requirement, had been married for 
at least two years. Thus each husband- 
and-wife team had had time to get ad­
justed to married life as well as to decide 
whether they wanted a family or could, 
without family obligations, be missionaries 
in another country. After nearly two years 
of married life and while serving together 
as special ministers nearly three thousand 
miles from their families, one Canadian 
couple applied for Gilead. By then they 
knew that they would not be overcome by 
“homesickness” if assigned to a distant 
place. Furthermore, they saw that their 
health was good, not being dependent on 
some specialized medical treatment. They 
felt certain they could meet the challenge 
of a new climate, different food and a 
foreign way of life. How they radiated 
happiness as they received their assign­
ments to the Republic of Congo!
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A vital requirement for one interested 
in Gilead training is a good working 
knowledge of English. At the school most 
of the students study the new language 
that they will use in their assignment. But 
aside from the language classes, all of the 
other school classes and lectures are in 
English.

One of the graduating students from 
Germany had, some years before, ana­
lyzed his prospects for becoming a mis­
sionary. He seemed physically and emo­
tionally prepared to make the large 
adjustments that would be necessary. He 
had been baptized for over three years, 
was a zealous full-time preacher and was 
willing and able to go to any country the 
Watch Tower Society would designate. 
But he realized that his knowledge of En­
glish was limited. To improve it he lis­
tened each day to an English-language 
news broadcast on the radio. Also, he be­
gan to study in English one of the Soci­
ety’s large Bible-study aids. It was slow 
going, and he was constantly consulting 
a dictionary, but he progressed. Now he 
speaks English very well and had no diffi­
culty in understanding all of the class dis­
cussions and homework. During the course 
he gained a basic knowledge of still 
another language, Spanish, and he was 
well pleased to be assigned to Honduras, 
to help in the preaching there.

Graduation Program
Those attending the graduation could 

tell from what the speakers said that the 
school instructors had real interest in the 
graduates. The school’s registrar pointed 
out that many things would ‘take place in 
their assignments that they should look at 
as the reproof of life that would help them 
to gain heart, which is even more valuable 
than knowledge.’ (Prov. 15:31, 32) An­
other instructor stressed their continuing

not only to love what is good but also to 
hate what is bad. (Ps. 45:7) Two over­
seers from the Society’s headquarters ad­
dressed the students too. One urged them 
to be “ all-weather shepherds” who would 
not abandon the “sheep” in the face of 
hardship—such as the problem of getting 
used to a new language or a different cli­
mate, new types of food or customs of life. 
(Ezek. 34:1-14) The second encouraged 
them not to judge people in their assign­
ments by outward appearances—economic 
conditions or secular education—but to 
look for people who have a good heart, 
which is what God searches.—2 Cor. 10:7.

The symposium reached its climax with 
the addresses by the vice-president and 
president of the Watchtower Society. The 
former highlighted that, as with the dis­
ciple Timothy, God and Jesus will be 
watching over the missionaries to see that 
they fulfill their duties and to aid them. 
(2 Tim. 4:1) And the president, N. H. 
Knorr, nicely compared the expansion of 
the evangelizing work in the first century 
C.E. with its expansion in this century.

In the afternoon the students enacted 
a moving Biblical drama. It showed a 
modern-day family in which a young man 
whose parents were Jehovah’s witnesses 
displayed a lackadaisical spirit. Though he 
went to Christian meetings and engaged 
in no wrongdoing, his whole life was not 
involved in doing God’s will. Then the dra­
ma turned to the Bible account of Ruth, 
Naomi and Boaz and proved how intensely 
interested they were in Jehovah’s purpos­
es. The drama’s message was clear—that 
it is vital to let Jehovah’s purposes guide 
one’s way of life. How appropriate it was 
that the students should help to present 
such an important thought, for all in at­
tendance knew that the graduates had let 
God’s purposes guide their way of life, 
as shown by their meeting the require­
ments to be sent out as missionaries.
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“You Must Not Commit 
Adultery”

£4 A DULTERY has become almost a
A light-hearted and guilt-free pas­

time.” That was one of the conclusions 
reached by some of the psychiatrists at­
tending the 1969 annual meeting of the 
American Psychiatric Association. And no 
wonder, when the latest statistics show 
that 60 percent of married men and 35 
to 40 percent of married women admit to 
having committed adultery.

In a similar vein psychologist Albert 
Ellis, executive director of the Institute 
for Rational Living, stated that “to keep 
a marriage together, adultery might be a 
good thing.” According to him, a ‘healthy’ 
adulterer “can carry on an affair without 
destroying his marriage or family rela­
tionship” and such a one may well feel 
that “he is better off with an extramarital 
affair than without one.” Certain clergy­
men have likewise defended adultery.

But that is not what God’s Word says. 
The Creator, Jehovah God, who made man 
and who endowed man with procreative 
powers has the right to give laws govern­
ing those powers. In his law to the na­
tion of Israel, the Seventh Commandment 
reads: “You must not commit adultery.” 
And what was the penalty for violating 
this law? Death, capital punishment.—Ex. 
20:14; Deut. 22:22.

That adultery is also forbidden for 
Christians is likewise unequivocally stated. 
They are expressly told that adulterers 
‘will not inherit God’s kingdom,’ and that

“ God will judge fornicators and adulter­
ers.”— !  Cor. 6:9, 10; Heb. 13:4.

While today many seek to find excuses 
for adultery, in doing so they are deceiv­
ing themselves. The Biblical rule, “what­
ever a man is sowing, this he will also 
reap,”  cannot be sidestepped. (Gal. 6:7) 
Consider the possible results: Guilty con­
science, venereal disease and unwanted 
pregnancy. In the latter case, who is to 
be responsible for the care of the mother 
and the rearing of the illegitimate child? 
Will one go farther and commit murder 
by having an abortion? And what about 
the heartbreak of the innocent mate when 
that one learns about the adultery? Con­
sider, too, the jealousy that might well 
result not only in divorce but also in 
murder.—Prov. 6:27-35.

Further, there are the psychological 
penalties. As psychologist and university 
professor Dr. L. Salzman noted, adultery 
prevents one from reaping the full re­
wards of happiness in marriage. “Fidelity 
is not simply a virtue but also a way of 
life that can add to the fullness of creative 
living.”—  Time, May 19, 1969.

Most serious of all is the fact that adul­
tery incurs God’s displeasure. What grief 
King David experienced because of hav­
ing committed adultery with Bath-sheba! 
(2 Sam. 12:10-12) And for dedicated 
Christians there is the penalty of being 
put on probation or even being disfellow- 
shiped, excommunicated or excluded from 
the Christian congregation.—1 Cor. 5:13.

To guard against adultery one must be­
gin with the mind and heart, even as Jesus 
showed: “From inside, out. of the heart 
of men, injurious reasonings issue forth: 
fornications, thieveries, murders, adulter­
ies.” That is why God’s Word warns: 
“More than all else that is to be guarded, 
safeguard your heart, for out of it are 
the sources of life.”  Do this by refusing 
to dwell on immoral thoughts. An aid to
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guarding the heart and keeping it free 
from injurious reasonings is being careful 
of the impressions one takes in through 
the senses. It is therefore wise not to view 
any motion pictures or television pro­
grams that feature immorality. Also avoid 
reading books and magazines or looking at 
pictures that are sexually provocative or 
pornographic. Jesus said that a married 
man could be guilty of what might be 
called mental adultery by his keeping on 
looking at a woman with lustful eyes. Such 
a one might be said to be committing adul­
tery in his thoughts.—Mark 7:21, 22; 
Prov. 4:23; Matt. 5:28.

God’s commands forbidding adultery 
are far-reaching. Judged by them, many 
today are guilty of adultery without even 
being aware of it. How could that be? 
In that, while obtaining a legal divorce 
before remarrying, theirs was not a Scrip­
tural divorce. What is a Scriptural di­
vorce? Jesus said: “Everyone divorcing 
his wife, except on account of fornication 
[that is, adultery], makes her a subject 
for adultery, seeing that whoever mar­
ries [such] a divorced woman commits 
adultery.”—Matt. 5:32.

Yes, to be free in the eyes of God to 
remarry, not only must one have a legal 
divorce but it must be based on Scriptural 
grounds—infidelity on the part of the 
mate. But suppose one divorced and re­
married without knowing about this 
Scriptural condition and so violated it? 
What can one do? Separate? No. In hav­
ing had sex relations with the new mate 
validity was given to the divorce, so that 
the first marriage is no longer Scriptural- 
ly binding, a Scriptural basis being given 
to the legal divorce. True, such was a sin; 
but it can be forgiven if sincerely repented 
of, as can other sins committed in igno­
rance, and if you show your sincerity by 
living up to the responsibilities that are 
now yours as a married person.

Still another way in which some may 
have unwittingly been guilty of adultery 
is by receiving artificial insemination from 
someone other than one’s own mate or 
being a donor of semen for such use. Thus 
in 1963 a New York Kings County court 
ruled that “artificial insemination by a 
third party donor, with or without the 
consent of the husband constitutes adul­
tery on the part of the father, and . . . 
a child so conceived is not a child born 
in wedlock and is therefore illegitimate.”

Such a practice is also fraught with 
many other problems. For one thing, it 
denies a child knowledge of who his ac­
tual father is. Husbands are known to 
have become “ insanely jealous” of un­
known donors. And women have become 
so curious to know just who the unknown 
donor was that they have stolen hospital 
records to find out who were the fathers 
of their children. According to Dr. Au­
gust Mayer, a German gynecologist, hus­
bands who have consented to such arti­
ficial insemination of their wives have 
afterward cursed the doctors for destroy­
ing their marriages.

The Bible also speaks of spiritual adul­
tery. It is unfaithfulness to the vow of 
dedication on the part of a Christian. As 
the disciple James expresses it: “Adul­
teresses, do you not know that the friend­
ship with the world is enmity with God? 
Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend 
of the world is constituting himself an 
enemy of God.” Since the course of the 
world is directed by Satan the Devil, one 
cannot be pleasing it and please Jehovah 
God at the same time.—Jas. 4:4.

The Creator, Jehovah God, is the final 
arbiter of morals. His decree against adul­
tery is both just and wise. All who would 
please God, enjoy happiness and long life 
must exercise great care to avoid adultery 
in whatever form it may be, physical, 
mental or spiritual.—1 Pet. 3:10-12.
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Another U Thant Warning
#  Over a year ago U Thant, 
secretary-general of the Unit­
ed Nations, warned that the 
nations had perhaps ten years 
left to solve their problems. 
Recently he again stated that 
mankind must quickly find 
global solutions to their prob­
lems or “perish— if not with 
the bang of a nuclear holo­
caust, then with the whimper 
of a species and a civilization 
which ran out of air, water, 
resources and food.”

Nigerian Official Blasts Church
#  Nigeria's Federal Commis­
sioner for Finance, Chief Oba- 
femi Awolowo, aroused much 
attention by sharply attacking 
the Methodist church in that 
country. As reported in Nige­
ria's Sunday Times, he said 
th a t th e church  had been  
turned “into a modern coun­
terpart of the temple which 
Jesus saw in Jerusalem and 
which he likened to a robbers' 
cave.” Speaking directly to 
church leaders at a confer­
ence, he told his grim-faced 
audience: “Money or mammon 
now sits on a high throne in 
the church.” He declared that 
hypocrisy was rife, that the 
poor had lost all recognition 
and that only the rich and so­
cially important got promi­
nence in the church. He told 
the clergy that they “vie with 
one another, sometimes with
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unparalleled ruthlessness, for 
promotion.”

Hepatitis-laden Blood Kills
<$> The Boston Evening Globe 
states that hepatitis transmit­
ted by blood transfusions is 
killing an average of one per­
son a month in the Boston 
area. In Chicago it is said to 
be one death every four days. 
In a New York hospital, 25 
percent of open-heart-surgery 
patients contracted the liver 
disease from infected blood. 
The paper adds: “It is a grow­
ing problem that doctors and 
public health officials seem 
powerless to eliminate.” One 
reason for its growth is that 
more persons are becoming 
drug addicts and contract hep­
atitis from dirty hypodermic 
needles, then sell their blood 
for money.

Jumbo Jet “Tornadoes”
<$> Authorities reveal that the 
wing tips of the 747 jumbo jet 
aircraft create winds compa­
ra b le  to to rn a d o e s . T h ese  
funnel-shaped winds spin off 
the wings and can tear apart 
lighter aircraft or cause other 
jet planes to veer off course. 
While no crashes have been 
reported from 747 “wake tur­
bulence,” records show 98 cas­
es w h ere such tu rb u len ce  
caused by smaller jets con­
tributed to crashes, resulting 
in 20 deaths and 54 serious in­
juries. The 747 “tornadoes”

are said to be nearly twice as 
powerful as those created by 
smaller jets such as the 707. 
Spacing instructions have been 
issued with respect to flying 
aircraft to minimize this dan­
ger.

What About White Flour?
<%> Many have long claimed 
that milled and bleached white 
flour used in bread lacks nu­
trients. Recent tests by U.S. 
D epartm ent of Agriculture  
scientists agree that this is so. 
They note the loss of much 
of the nutrients such as the 
natural B vitamins and also 
vitamin E. This occurs both in 
the milling and in bleaching 
processes, with the latter caus­
ing the greatest loss. Thia­
mine, riboflavin, niacin and vi­
tamin B6 were also greatly 
reduced. Only 15 percent of the 
original amount of vitamin 
B6 was left.

Britain’s Unemployment Rises
#  The number of unemployed 
in Britain grew to 605,843 in 
August. That is the highest 
August figure in at least thir­
ty  y e a r s , a cco rd in g  to the  
Guardian Weekly. Unemploy­
ment among men is more than 
one-third greater than in any 
recession since World W ar II. 
The total unemployed repre­
sents 2.6 percent of the work 
force, compared to 5 percent 
in the United States.

Criminals Victimize Own Race
#  The National Commission 
on the Causes and Prevention 
of Violence has issued statis­
tics showing that about 90 per­
cent of the homicides, assaults 
and rapes committed in ur­
ban areas of the United States 
were against members of the 
sa m e ra c e — b la ck  a g a in st  
black, white against white. 
Only robberies were signifi­
cantly different: 47 percent 
w ere c o m m itte d  by b la ck s  
against whites. Without regard 
to race, those in the 18-to-24 
a g e -g ro u p  co m m itted  fo u r  
times as many crimes as older 
persons.
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Gonorrhea Resisting Drugs
<$> Doctors treating American 
troops in Vietnam report that 
gonorrhea, the most prevalent 
of venereal diseases, is getting 
more difficult to treat. The 
germ has increased resistance 
to penicillin, the basic drug 
used in treatment. An army 
doctor stated: “The increased 
r e s is ta n c e  is a w o rld w id e  
thing.” According to U.S. Army 
figures, venereal disease in­
fects 200 servicemen out of 
every 1,000 each year.

Growing Soviet Sea Power 
<$> Several months ago, W est­
ern experts noted that the So­
viet Union’s nuclear and con­
ventional m ilitary strength  
was at “flood tide.” Now Brit­
ain’s authoritative “ Jane’s 
Fighting Ships” says Soviet 
sea power is “rising to a flood 
tide in the 1970s.” The Soviet 
buildup of sea power is seen 
as another evidence of its de­
termination to surpass the 
United States in all areas of 
armed power.

Oil Treasures in Danger
<$> Dr. Wilson M. Laird of the 
U.S. Interior Department drew 
a gloomy picture of the non- 
Communist world’s oil situa­
tion. Non-Communist nations 
are dependent on Arab oil 
more than ever, with Western 
Europe getting about 85 per­
cent of its supply from the 
Middle East and North Africa, 
and Japan about 90 percent 
from the Middle East. If an­
other Arab-Israeli conflict 
should halt the flow of oil 
from Arab lands, what then? 
In Laird’s view, it would be 
impossible to replace that oil 
from other known sources.

Why the Strike?
<$> Over 323,000 United Auto 
Workers in the United States 
and about 22,000 in Canada 
went on strike against Gener­
al Motors, the world’s largest 
manufacturer, in September. 
W hy? A  main culprit was in­
flation. The Wall Street Jour­

nal reported: “The benefits
gained in the 1967 auto con­
tracts, as with wage and sal­
ary increases elsewhere in the 
economy, have been to a large 
extent offset by the rising 
prices of food, clothes, housing 
and less-necessary items. . . . 
Obviously enough the union 
expects more inflation and is 
trying to race well ahead of it.”

Work Aids Longevity
<$> A  recent study shows that 
persons in rural areas who 
started work early in life and 
continued after retirement age 
lived the longest. Moderation 
in living habits, proper moti­
vation and creative interests 
were also found to be impor­
tant. Work, particularly that 
which includes physical exer­
cise, is a blessing, not a curse.

Truck Hijackings Soar
<§> Airplane hijacking gets the 
headlines. But hijacking of 
freight cargoes, particularly 
those hauled by truck, is a far 
greater problem. On an aver­
age, in the New York city 
area alone, each week ten 
trucks carrying $300,000 in 
cargo are hijacked. Truck car­
go losses amount to more 
than $800,000,000 a year now, 
ship cargo thefts are at about 
$100,000,000, and railroad and 
air freight each show $50,000,- 
000. In the year ending in 
June, there were 20,349 inter­
state cargo thefts in addition 
to many others within each 
state. An insurance investiga­
tor estimates that not more 
than 5 percent of the stolen 
goods is ever recovered.

Decline of Serious Music
#  Music record makers say 
that in 1960 classical music 
sales were about 18 percent of 
total volume. Now it is down 
to about 5 percent. The main 
reason? Said one official: 
“W e’ve lost the younger gen­
eration.” To what? To “rock.” 
An official declared that young­
sters are “buying rock like 
pot [marijuana].” This de­

cline in music standards re­
flects the decline of all moral 
standards in our time.

Fewer Heart Transplants
#  The first heart transplant 
was performed in December 
of 1967. In 1968, 101 were at­
tempted. In 1969, the number 
dropped to 47. In 1970, only 15 
were performed up to Septem­
ber. Of all these, only 21 re­
cipients are still alive. Dr. 
Norman E. Shumway of Stan­
ford University said: “The
initial enthusiasm, approach­
ing hysteria, which greeted 
the first clinical cardiac trans­
plants now seems to have 
been replaced by a generally 
pessimistic outlook.”

Bulletproof Change Booths
<$> The subway system in New 
York city got its first change 
booths with bulletproof walls 
and windows. About 100 are 
planned to try to stem the tide 
of change-booth holdups. The 
first eight months of 1970 saw 
461 attempted or actual rob­
beries of booths, compared to 
178 in the same period last 
year.

“Suicide” by Smoking
<$> Surgeon General Jesse L. 
Steinfeld, chief health officer 
of the United States, said that 
the country should portray 
cigarette smoking “as what it 
really is— a dirty, smelly, foul, 
chronic form of suicide.” A  
British researcher, Dr. Charles 
M. Fletcher, said: “If you
want to die 10 years before 
your time, cigarette smoking 
is an easy way to do it.” He 
estimated that a 35-year-old 
man who smokes 15 cigarettes 
a day forfeits 15 minutes of 
l i f e  f o r  e v e r y  c i g a r e t t e  
smoked.

Corn Blight Strikes
<§> Widespread damage was 
done to America’s 1970 corn 
crop by a deadly new strain 
of fungus disease, a leaf blight. 
It struck every corn-growing
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state in the country. A rise in 
prices of beef, pork, chicken 
and eggs was predicted be­
cause of increased feed costs, 
since about 85 percent of the 
corn crop is used as an animal 
feed grain.

Total Cyclamate Ban Again
#  Cyclamates, chemical food 
additives, again have been to­
tally banned by the Food and 
Drug Administration, effective 
in September. Found to be 
harmful in animal experi­
ments, these additives first 
were banned in October of 
1969. But a month later this 
was modified to allow their 
use by persons restricted to a 
low-calorie diet. Now the FDA  
has concluded that their use 
with food is of little value in

weight control and has reim­
posed the total ban.

Clergy Losses Large
<§> The Yearbook of American 
Churches shows that the total 
number of all clergy dropped 
from 402,355 in 1967 to 360,092 
in 1969, more than 10 percent 
in two years. The 1970 Official 
Catholic Directory shows net 
losses in every important cate­
gory during 1969. The number 
attending Catholic seminaries 
dropped significantly, from 33,- 
990 to 28,906, and 43 seminar­
ies were closed. There was al­
so a net loss of 6,000 nuns.

Killings of Police
<$> Attacks on policemen in 
th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  
reached record proportions. In

1969, eighty-six were killed in 
the line of duty, the highest 
ever recorded. So far in 1970, 
twice as many have been killed 
in unprovoked attacks as in 
1969 and four times as many 
as in 1968. Deaths from sniper 
attacks and bombings are 
mounting.

A  Condor Comeback
<§> Last year only 52 condors 
were sighted in California. The 
year before that only 47. The 
black birds with the 10-foot­
wide wingspread appeared on 
the edge of extinction. Recent­
ly when the annual count was 
taken, more than 270 sightings 
were made. That is a substan­
tial comeback from the official 
low of 38 in 1965.
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SECURITY THAT EVEN 
MONEY CANNOT BUY
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The Mysterious Book of Revelation Explained!

What is the meaning 
for our day of those horse­
men of the Apocalypse?

W hat do the many 
other symbols and vi­
sions in the Bible book 
of Revelation mean?

Did you know that the Bible book of Revelation de­
scribes what you have been experiencing in your 
lifetime? Would you like to know the meaning of 
Revelation’s many mysteries? not just the 'horsemen 
of the Apocalypse’ but also its many other amazing 
symbols and visions? That is what you may now have—  
a verse-by-verse explanation of all twenty-two chapters 
of Revelation. You will learn how we are fast approach­
ing the thrilling climax to God’s purpose for our time.
This is all provided in the two books:

"THEN IS FINISHED THE MYSTERY OF GOD" 
(Explaining Revelation chapters 1-13)

"BABYLON THE GREAT HAS FALLEN!” GOD’S KINGDOM RULES!
■ (Explaining Revelation chapters 14-22)

Obtain these two hardbound books now by sending
$1.25.
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