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Why ismans life-span so short?
Wl itever be different?
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THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our times must
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. "Awake!” has no fetters. It recognizes
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; it is unham-
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth.

The viewpoint of "Awake!” is not narrow, but is international. "Awake!” has its
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles are read in many lands, in many
languages, by millions of persons.

In every issue "Awake!” presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent passes in quick review.
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. "Awake!” pro-
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family.

"Awake!” pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish-
ment of God’s righteous new order in this generation.
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hose figures
Ton the front
cover are not fic-
tion—they are
fact.

Trees often live
far longer than
man —among
beech trees ages of
250 to 300 years
are common. Stur-
dy English oaks may reach 500. At 1,000
years the giant sequoia of California is still
a youngster. By actual ring count sequoias
are known to have lived from 3,000 to
q,uuO years.

Indeed, with regard to sequoia trees,
Dr. Ferdinand C. Lane, in Story of
Trees, said that he “found no record that
any had ever succumbed to mere old age
and guessed that if the hazards of light-
ning, fire and storm could be eliminated,
some of these great trees might defy the
ravages of time for 10,000 years.”

Yet research now shows that bristle-
cone pines surpass even the sequoias in
age! Compared to these plants, man'’s life-
span seems disappointingly short. Why is
this?

Yes, why are humans also outlived by
tortoises, like the giant Galapagos tor-
toises that regularly live from 100 to 150
years? Cases on record show tortoises
passing the 200-year mark. Yet men living
just one century are rare.
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For that matter,
why do even par-
rots occasionally
become centenar-
ians, with the
claimed record age
being 140 years?

True, modern
man’s life-span is
longer than that of
most other living
things, plants and animals, on this earth.
But surely you will agree that the fact
that even some living things outlast man
by such a wide margin—anywhere from
double up to fifty times as great—is puz-
zling, thought-provoking.

Does it seem reasonable to you that
certain mindless plants, simple reptiles and
birds should enjoy the priceless posses-
sion of life longer than intelligent humans?
Or should it be the other way around?

If we accept the belief that man has a
Creator, then to say that this is the way
things were meant to be is equal to saying
that some trees and animals are worth
more to God than his highest earthly
creation, man. Yet Jesus Christ, in his
Sermon on the Mount, told his followers
they were worth far more to their heav-
enly Father than birds or vegetation.
(Matt. 6:25-30) The Bible, in fact, states
that man was assigned by God to exer-
cise dominion over all other living things
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on this planet, animals and vegetation.
(Gen. 1:26-30) Appropriately, the one
who exercises dominion should not die
off before the things that are inferior to
him.

To abandon belief in a Creator in favor
of the theory of evolution solves nothing.
Actually, it leaves us faced with an enig-
ma. That theory portrays man as the ulti-
mate product of an evolutionary process.
The question, however, remains: Why
would such process deal so bountifully
with trees and tortoises and so sparingly
with humans in the vital matter of life
duration?

ALL earthly living things, only man
is a planner. Brainless, sightless vege-
tation does not plan. Animals are governed
by instinct. If they build nests or dens for
their young to be born in, it is only be-
cause instinct moves them to do it. Only
man thinks seriously about the future, is
concerned with it, works toward it.

And man alone has purposes above and
beyond merely sustaining life and pro-
creating. He has ideals, goals that he seeks
to realize. Man’s abilities and potential
surpass those of the animals a thousand-
fold and more. To realize his purposes man
needs time, and that is why he alone of
earth’s living things is consciously con-
cerned with time. Tortoises and trees have
no interest in watches or calendars.

How far into the future do your plans
go? What do you hope to accomplish dur-
ing your lifetime? Do you personally feel
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The satisfying answer to all these ques-
tions is what this issue of Awake! is about.
Whether you are young or old, it will be
worth your while to read it. Aging Andrew
Carnegie once said: “l would give all my
millions, if I could have youth and health.
. .. I would gladly sell'anything to have
my life over again.” You undoubtedly love
life and would be willing to pay a high
price to see your life-span extend beyond
the present average. For the cost of only
some time and effort you can learn why
there is a reasonable, solidly based and at-
tainable hope of seeing that desire realized.

that your capabilities are being used to
the full or will ever be? How many things
are there that you would like to do, that
you feel you are capable of doing—if you
had the time?

Perhaps you would like to develop some
talent, in music, the arts, literature or
languages, or learn something about wood-
working, mechanics, designing or archi-
tecture, or engage in studies in history,
biology, astronomy or mathematics, or
take up the cultivation of certain plants or
the breeding of animals, birds or fish. Or
possibly you would like to travel, to see
new lands, get to know people of many
places, develop new friendships, new out-
looks. Many would like to do, not just one
but a number of these things. Yet, be-
cause life is so short, what they actually
do is very limited. The desire is there,
nevertheless. Only the time is lacking.

AWAKE'!



Learning Ability
and Creativity
Outlast Man’s Body
There are so many rea-
sons for desiring a longer
life-span. Yet the idea is
commonly held that hu-
man ability to accom-
plish worthwhile things
just naturally starts com-
ing to an end after a
certain age, thus making
a longer life of little val-
ue Or purpose anyway.
But is it a fact that learn-
ing power, thinking ability and creative talent
must all fade after a certain point? No, the evi-
dence is to the contrary.

At the age of ninety-nine Titian, the re-
nowned painter, was still producing splendid
works of art with “incomparable steadiness of
hand.” Justice Holmes of the U.S. Supreme
Court began the study of Greek at the age of
ninety. At eighty-five, orchestral director Ar-
turo Toscanini could still memorize the musical
score of an entire opera. Were these men “fin-
ished,” “ready to die” at such advanced age?
If they were, it was certainly not because they
were no longer able to produce that which
brought enjoyment to themselves and benefit
and pleasure to others.

Showing the potential of human learning,
Joseph C. Buckley, writing in The Retirement
Handbook, says: “The drop in the ability to
learn is so gradual that at eighty we still have
the learning ability we had at the age of
twelve.”

Supporting this are the results from research
into the effects of age on mental capacity as
reported in the article “Your Mind Improves
with Age,” condensed from The American
Weekly and printed in Reader’'s Digest, Jan-
uary 1959. A group of 127 persons who as col-
lege freshmen had taken an intelligence test in
1919 were given the same test more than thirty
years later. Their scores in the later tests were
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There are so many things you would
likek to do for those you love. How
fine it would be if life were longer!

higher not only in general-informa-
tion quizzes and in practical judg-
ment, but also in tests requiring logic
and clear thinking. In “concept mas-
tery” tests, persons of average in-
telligence have kept getting higher
scores right through their seventies
and eighties. A University of Michi-
gan study showed that memory and
ability to learn do not steadily and
uniformly decline with age any more
than general intelligence.

Clearly, then, men could do so
much, much more if physical weak-
nesses and illness did not hinder their
productivity, and death did not cause
it to cease as soon as it does. Often
men are cut off just when they have
really begun to develop a certain tal-
ent or have begun to get real insight
into a matter.

Even if your interest in personal
achievement—developing a certain
talent or ability—is not so great,
what of your interest in others, those
you love, family, friends or your fel-
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lowman in general? Do you feel that you
will have done all that you wanted for
them by the time your years of life come
to a close?

Really, who of us could willingly pick
the time—the year and day—when we
would like to spend our final hour with
our marriage mate, son or daughter, or
give them one last kiss? Could you? For
that matter, when would you like to enjoy
together with them for the last time the
freshness of a spring day, the golden
warmth of summer, the crispness of au-
tumn or the quiet beauty of winter or
share your last sunset or sunrise with
them? These are not things you want to
think about, are they? Not if you really
love your family and friends, not if you
care for them. For then you could never
view with real approval the prospect of
death’s bringing to a complete close your
privilege of contributing to their happi-
ness, doing things for them, sharing good
things with them. How fine, how desir-
able it would be if your life with them
could be extended far beyond man’s pres-
ent life-span!

Interest in Mankind’'s Fiiture

You have lived long enough to see man'’s
rockets reach the moon and men walk on
its surface. Yet today men cannot walk
the earth in peace, free from danger,
crime and violence. Would you like to live
long enough to see this situation change,
to live in a time when those around you
are decent, considerate, lovingly helpful
and sincerely interested in their neigh-
bors? That change must come eventually
or else mankind will cease to be, having
continued its present destructive course to
the point of global suicide. Surely this
planet Earth, with its many unique pro-
visions that make life possible, is not here
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just to become a massive graveyard
throughout eternity.

You live in the age of the automobile,
the jet plane, the mass-production indus-
tries. But you also live in the age of crowd-
ed, even choked and dying, cities; in the
age of smog, of pollution of air, land, riv-
ers and oceans. Would you like to live
long enough to see brooks, rivers and lakes
become sparkling clear again, to see fields
and forests regain their natural beauty, to
breathe air that is fresh, pure, fragrant?
That, too, must come, and the present
rate of contamination does not allow for
the reversal of modern misuse of the earth
to be delayed much longer—not if man-
kind is to survive.

You live in the age of mechanical hearts,
heart transplants, kidney machines, the
age of antibiotics. But disease keeps on,
from migraine headaches to cancer and
heart attacks. Would you like to live to
see the day when disease is really con-
quered, when not only the major “killers”
among sicknesses are wiped out but the
very source of human aging, decay and
death is removed?

In fact, if you could live in good health,
in peaceful, pleasant surroundings, having
satisfying, interesting work to do, oppor-
tunities to broaden and deepen your knowl-
edge, and live among unselfish and en-
lightened persons, would you ever want
life to come to an end?

As will be shown, there is reason to
believe that men and women living today
can hope to see these things, that they
can hope to live, not just a few extra
years, but many times longer than the
present life-span of mankind. How can
this be? Is such a hope reasonable, in
harmony with known, scientifically estab-
lished facts?

AWAKE!
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R most persons the present length of

man’s life-span is just a known fact.
They feel it should be viewed as neither
strange nor subject to change. “It has al-
ways been this way and it always will be,”
they say. They do not claim to know the
cause of aging and accompanying weak-
ness and death. But they feel sure nothing
can be done about it.

How do you feel about it? Have you
investigated the subject to any degree?
Has man'’s life-span always been so short?
Is it really unchangeable, and is it “un-
scientific” to think otherwise?

Did you know, for example, that medi-
cal scientists are still very uncertain as to
just
Science Year for 1967 states that, at a
four-day meeting of gerontologists (spe-
cialists in the study of aging), it was
agreed that “the aging process is still
largely a mystery. ‘We do not have the
faintest idea what causes aging,’” said Dr.
Nathan W. Shock of Baltimore City Hos-
pital, Baltimore, Md.”

Not that there are no theories about
aging. There are many. Most of them in-
volve the death of cells. According to
most current theories, during the growing
years the body produces more cells than
those that die. In a grown person it is es-
timated that every minute some three
thousand million cells die and, in the same
time, are replaced—almost. The evidence
is that an imbalance develops between the
death of old cells and the formation of new
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ones. The decline in cell production is be-
lieved to cause the body deterioration
—1loss of muscle tone, slowing of reactions,
fading senses, brittleness of bones, wrin-
kles and, most serious,, the impairment of
organic functions—that we know as aging.

Thus, an article in Science Digest of
February 1969 reports: “The collective
failings of the cells appear as symptoms
of the degenerative diseases and the rav-
ages of age, according to Dr. Howard J.
Curtis of Brookhaven National Laboratory
in Upton, L. I.”

When does aging start? Dr. Shock, after
ten years of research, is quoted in the
same article as believing that “aging be-

whymen grow old and die? The boolgins when growth stops,” that is, at about

eighteen to twenty years of age. Then
what? The article continues: “Almost all
functions then start declining slowly. At
30, they begin deteriorating at a faster
but still modest rate which remains con-
stant until death. In plain language, we
go over the hill at 20, and the downgrade
steepens after 30.” On the basis of his
studies, Dr. Shock likewise believes the
cause is the death of cells.

The problem is that the scientists still
do not know just why it is that human
cells, after a period of years, fail to re-
produce their kind and thus to maintain
the body’s needed supply.

How Long Is It Possible for Men to Live?
Some people, as we know, do live to a

hundred years or more today. In modem
7



times, the oldest age at death generally ac-
cepted as authentic, according to the En-
cyclopaedia Britannica (1968 edition, ar-
ticle on the human life-span), is that of
Pierre Joubert, who was born on July 15,
1701, and died November 16, 1814, at the
age of 113 years and 124 days.

Do you believe that is the maximum
age anyone could live? The Bible, for ex-
ample, states that “Moses was a hundred
and twenty years old at his death. His
eye had.not grown dim, and his vital
strength had not fled.” (Deut. 34:7) Per-
haps you will accept this as also possible,
since the difference is only some six and
two-thirds years.

What, then, of Moses’ ancestor Abra-
ham, who, according to the Scriptural
Record, lived “a hundred and seventy-five
years” before dying? (Gen. 25:7, 8) And
what of Abraham’s ancestor Shem, who
is reported at Genesis 11:10, 11 as living
six hundred years, or his great-grand-
father Methuselah, whose days prior to
the global flood “amounted to nine hun-
dred and sixty-nine years and he died”?
(Gen. 5:25-27) Would you draw the line
somewhere between certain ones of these
men and view the other ages as “unscien-
tific” or “unreasonable” ?

Before you answer, consider the follow-
ing:

In the article mentioned earlier, the
1968 Encyclopaedia Britannica shows that
the average years men now live and the
number of years a man could live are two
different things. How long could a man
live? The Encyclopaedia says the span of
life possible to humans is “a theoretical
number whose exact value cannot be de-
termined from existing knowledge. Pre-
sumably there is a maximum life span for
the human race, but until there is dis-
covered some property of protoplasm that
definitely limits the possible duration of
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human life, the exact duration of man’s
span of life will remain unknown.”

Do you find this surprising? Continuing,
the article says: “At first thought, this
statement seems irrational. Surely no hu-
man being can live 1,000 years. Even
though all may agree that the likelihood
of an individual living 1,000 years is in-
finitesimal, there is no scientific proof
that this statement is, or is not, true.”

People, then, may reject the possibility
of Methuselah’'s age, even joke about it.
But they cannot do so on truly scientific
grounds, for genuine science admittedly
knows no certain or absolute limit to hu-
man life.

What age would you set as the maxi-
mum that a human could live? Suppose
you were to set the positive maximum at
120 years. Would you then adamantly re-
fuse to believe that a man could live 120
years and one minute? And if you are
willing to accept an extension of one min-
ute, then why not 120 years and one day
—or one week, month, year, and so on?

Dr. Harold F. Dorn, who served in the
Biometrics Research Branch of the Na-
tional Heart Institute as chief during 1960
to 1963, used virtually the same illustra-
tion in the article on the human life-span
in the reference work mentioned. In view
of the evidence presented, his conclusion
is: “Thus, based on existing knowledge of
longevity, a precise figure for the span of
human life cannot be given.”

What Hope from Medical Science for
Longer Life?
What hope, then, do the medical scien-
tists ancl researchers in longevity offer for
the future? Do they expect man soon to
rival the tortoise in passing the hundred-
year mark? Do they offer ahy substantial
hope for you to enjoy an extended life-
span? If not, is there hope from any other
source?

AWAKE!



Science Year of 1967 says: “Medical
optimists are looking ahead to the 21st
century when many present-day problems
may be solved. Yet most specialists doubt
that the average life span will be extended
much beyond the proverbial threescore
and 10 years.”

True, now and then some rather sensa-
tional predictions are made in newspapers
or magazines of great advances expected
by some scientist. But there is no solid
evidence of any progress toward a dramat-
ic increase in the human life-span from
such sources. As the Scientific American
magazine of March 1968 put it:

“Even if the major causes of death in
old age—heart disease, stroke and cancer
—were eliminated, the average life expec-
tancy would not be lengthened by much
more than 10 years. It would then be about
80 years instead of the expectancy of about

70 years that now prevails in advanced
countries.”

Does that mean that there is no real
hope for longer life? that generations of
men and women will keep right on dying
while beech trees, oaks and sequoias keep
on living? Is there any source of infor-
mation that gives reliable basis for believ-
ing otherwise?

Reliable Source of Hope

There is. And it is a source that not
only specifies the fundamental cause of
aging and death, but also shows how hu-

Sciertists in general admit they do
not know why man ages; yet the Bible
explains it in simple tenrs
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man life can and will surpass that of any
of earth’s living plants and animals. It is
the same source that gives the “prover-
bial” figure of man’s life expectancy the
scientists refer to. It is the Bible, which
says at Psalm 90:10: “In themselves the
days of our years are seventy years; and
if because of special mightiness they are
eighty years, yet their insistence is on
trouble and hurtful things; for it must
quickly pass by, and away we fly.”

You may say, “But that simply con-
firms the shortness of man’'s life-span.”
True, that psalm written thousands of
years in the past shows that the picture
has not changed much as far as human
life expectancy is concerned. But it does
not say that this was always the case,
that men never had a life expectancy of
more than seventy or eighty years, or
that they never will. In fact, it is the Bible
that gives the record of nine men who
lived prior to the global flood of Noah's
day and which record shows an average
life-span of 847 years.—Gen. 5:1-31.

Scientists in general admit their ‘mysti-
fication’ as to why man ages. The Bible
explains it in simple terms. It shows that
man ages and dies because of inherited
sin and imperfection passed on to him
from his first parents, Adam and Eve.
For this reason the apostle Paul wrote:
“Through one man [Adam] sin entered
into the world and death through sin, and
thus death spread to all men because they
had all sinned.”—Rom. 5:12.

Man’s Creator designed man so that his
life was dependent upon certain things.
He had to breathe air, drink water, eat
food. Without these, man would die. But
not just these material things were in-
volved. Man'’s life was also dependent on
his right relationship with his Creator.
God’s Son quoted from the Hebrew Scrip-
tures in saying, “Man must live, not on
bread alone, but on every utterance com-
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ing forth through Jehovah's mouth.”
(Matt. 4:4) The first man had God's ex-
pressed law but violated it and thereby
impaired the relationship of humankind
with God. This wrong action resulted in
imperfection, and imperfection brought
eventual death. When the first pair began
to procreate, the law of heredity caused
their offspring to inherit their sinful nar-
ture and resultant imperfection.—Ps. 51:5.

Scientists admit that they cannot ‘scien-
tifically’ fix any certain limit on the pos-
sible maximum span of life for humans.
The Bible shows that span was originally
unlimited, that God informed the first hu-
man pair that as long as they obeyed they
would not die. (Gen. 2:16,17) It was their
breaking their right relationship with God
by disobedience that brought sickness, suf-
fering, aging and death to all mankind,
us included. From that time forward man-
kind has steadily weakened and the life-
span has reduced from an average of hun-
dreds of years prior to the Flood to the
present seventy- or eighty-year span.

The Bible's explanation means that

F MAN was created to live forever,

we should expect to find evidence of
that design in his body and its brain.
Does he have the mental and physical
equipment showing a design for living,
with God’s help, not just hundreds or even
thousands of years, but forever?

For everlasting life to be worth while,
desirable, man would need a brain that
could serve him forever. It would have to
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without sin man would not experience the
aging process, would not weaken and suf-
fer disease producing death. Removal of
sin and restoration of right relations with
God would therefore result in unending
life. In fact, the Bible offers just that, the
“hope of the everlasting life which God,
who cannot lie, promised before times
long lasting,” as the apostle Paul wrote
at Titus 1:2. Jesus Christ when on earth
said, “I have come that they might have
life and might have it in abundance.”
(John 10:10) He did not restrict that hope
of abundant life to heaven, for he taught
his followers to pray to his Father: “Let
your kingdom come. Let your will take
place, as in heaven, also upon

—Matt. 6:10.

Does it seem unreal to you, this pros-
pect of unending life on earth? Yet within
your own body you have evidence that
humans were made to live without under-
going the aging process and death. Con-
sider that evidence now and see how it
adds confirmation of the reasonableness of
the hope the Bible offers.

be a brain that could take in virtually un-
limited amounts of information. It must
be one that would enable him to build con-
tinually on previ-
ous knowledge so
that he could
make constant
progress.

TO LAST
Does man have

FOREVER
this kind of

brain? Yes, and he is the only earthly
creature that does. Among the earthly
creation his brain is unique. The World
Book Encyclopedia of 1970 (Vol. 2, p. 459)
says of it: “The human brain is more
highly developed than the brain of any
animal.”

AWAKE!



In fact, there is a gigantic gulf between
the human brain and that of any animal,
showing that they were designed for dif-
ferent purposes. No animal has the ca-
pacity to build continually on previous
knowledge. While they can be trained to
a certain degree, they are not able to pass
this special training on to their young;
each generation of sheep dogs or of seeing-
eye dogs has to be trained by man as pre-
vious generations were trained. Animals
are guided primarily by instincts built into
them by the Creator. That is why, cen-
tury after century, birds continue to build
nests, beavers build dams and bees build
hives. Never do they progress beyond that.

Man alone has the brain that enables
him to build on the knowledge of the past.
That is why he alone can harness fire,
electricity and atomic energy. That is why
he alone can build and use machines, com-
puters—even rocket himself to the moon.
He is not guided primarily by instinct, but
by powers of reason.

Yes, man alone has a brain that would
enable him to keep learning and progress-
ing forever. That is because God purposed
for man to live forever, but not the ani-
mals. The Creator provided each with the
kind of brain needed: man’s to serve for-
ever; the animal’s to serve a short lifetime.

An Amazing Capacity

The capacity of the human brain is posi-
tively awesome. The article in The World
Book Encyclopedia states that if scien-
tists could design an electronic computer
to match one human brain, the computer
would have to be as large as the Empire
State Building in New York city!

The key part of the brain is the cell
called the neuron. It is estimated that man
has about 10 billion (10,000,000,000) neu-
rons in his brain. Of these Life magazine
(June 28, 1963) said:
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“Neurons in the brain make thousands of
connections with each other. But the in-
numerable extra connections that the larger
human cortex provides multiplies virtually
to infinity the brain’s capacity for receiving
and analyzing data. And it is this sheer, mas-
sive power for handling data that places
man in a class which is incomparably su-
perior to any other living thing.”

The capacity of each one of these neu-
rons is staggering. Biochemist Isaac Asi-
mov declared:

“A healthy, mature human being of nor-
mal intelligence may have upwards of 20
million RNA molecules [thought to serve as
a ‘filing system’ for memory] in each neuron.

An RNA molecule made up of merely

25 links could have any one of a million bil-
lion different combinations, In fact,
every RNA molecule contains many hun-
dreds of units—not merely 25.”—New York
Times Magazine, October 9, 1966.

Just what potential does this construction

of the neuron give the human brain?

Asimov adds:
“There is no question, then, that RNA pre-
sents a filing system perfectly capable of
handling any load of learning and memory
which the human being is likely to put upon
it—and a billion times more than that
quantity, too.”

Think of that! The brain is capable of
handling not only any load a person can
put on it in a lifetime of seventy to eighty
years, but a thousand million times more!
So it could serve a thousand million life-
times, which really means that, with God'’s
help, it could serve forever.

Is it reasonable that God would create
man with such a fantastic brain if it was
never to be used fully? Why create a brain
of which mem could use only a fraction
for a mere seventy to eighty years? It is
far more reasonable, and it is what the
Bible shows, that Jehovah God designed
man to live forever on earth and gave him
a brain that would wonderfully suit that
purpose.

However, a brain that was designed to
function forever needs a body that can
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also function forever. Does the human
body have the potential for eternal life?

Cell Renewal

The human body is in a constant state
of change. As we have seen earlier, older
cells die off and are removed. New cells
sire formed to take their place. This sus-
tains the body as it is.

You can note this process in your hair
or fingernails. You can trim them today,
but soon they will need trimming again
because they are constantly growing. Oth-
er body cells do much the
same thing. As science
editor Walter Sullivan of
the New York Times ob-
served:

“The cells of our bod-
ies (with a few excep-
tions, such as brain cells)
are constantly replenish-
ing themselves. It would
seem that, barring acci-
dent or disease, this
should continue indefi-
nitely, but because of
some subtle influence the
replacement process is imperfect.”—We
Are Not Alone, 1964, p. 282.

Th'e life of various cells differs. For in-
stance, white blood cells live about 13 days,
red blood cells about 120 days.

In the book The Human Brain (1955,
p. 3) John Pfeiffer states: “Steady changes
occur even in bones, which seem to be the
most inactive tissues of all. It has been
estimated that every seven years or so the
body negotiates a complete turnover of all
its substance. In other words, your body
does not contain a single one of the mole-
cules that were ‘you’ seven years ago.”

Hence, the process for keeping the body
alive forever exists within man: cell re-
newal. Of this process T. M. Sonneborn
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The human brain was designed to
serve a thousand million lifetinmes
— really forever

of Indiana University’'s zoology depart-
ment said: “It is clear that cells which
normally grow and multiply in the body
are capable of apparently limitless growth
and reproduction. . . . Potential immortal-
ity thus exists on the cellular level.” So,
the process is there. But more is needed:
the removal of imperfection due to sin,
so that man'’s cells do not fail to reproduce
properly after a certain number of years.
God can lift the curse of sin and death
we now experience, and he has already
made provision to do that, as we shall see.

Brain Renewal

Most scientists have
felt that the neurons, the
major brain cells, did not
renew themselves. It was
thought that they had to
last each person his life-
time, and if one was dam-
aged it could not be re-
placed. However, in the
book Your Brain—Mas-
ter Computer (1962, p.
52) we read:

“For many vyears it
was believed that nerve cells, unlike other
kinds of cells in the body, could not divide.
A destroyed nerve cell was thought to be
lost forever, and that damage to the brain
could never be repaired. Recently in some
research into the brains of rats, some
new nerve cells were found in damaged
parts. . .,

“This suggests that there may be a
chance that the human brain may be able
to repair some of its injuries.”

Also, while brain cell renewal or repair
on a large scale may not take place now in
man’s imperfect condition, who is to say
that it will not do so in God’'s appointed
time?
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Even if we were to accept as a fact the
claim that brain cells do not, and will
never, undergo the
ing and renewal as other cells, would this
mean they are not renewed at all? Not ac-
cording to the autumn 1969 issue of
American Scientist (p. 288), in which
nerve specialist Paul A. Weiss reported:

“l stumbled on an observation, quite by
chance, which thoroughly upset that [for-
merly held] placid picture of our nerves.
What had been viewed as a static fixture,
all of a sudden revealed itself to me as a
structure in constant flux, engaged in
ceaseless, life-long growth, and indeed,
growing at a rate which matched the fast-
est proliferating cells of the adult body.”

He explained that brain cells are re-
newed, but not by dividing and multiplying
as other body cells do. Instead, they con-
tinually produce new material to replace
what the brain cells give off as they direct
operations for the other body parts. This
may be compared to having all the parts
to make a complete, new machine, but,
instead, using them as spare parts for an
existing machine of the same kind.

Of this unusual process that Weiss sug-
gests is going on in the brain, he says:
“Our brain cells will not be the same next
week that they are today.” Hence, the
brain cells could be constantly replenishing
their substance, while at the same time
keeping intact the ‘channels’ that the own-
er has made through his education and
environment.

Whatever the case may be in regard to
brain cells, we can be certain that the
Creator can provide whatever they need
to sustain and repair themselves forever.

Restored to Original Condition

When God created man and woman, he
did give them the potential and prospect
of living forever. Their minds and bodies
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were flawless, capable of operating eter-
nally. They were to have loving dominion

snprofedseodadthidind all life upon it. That was

their original condition. But when they
rebelled against God the process of degen-
eration set in.

Nevertheless, back there near the start
of human history, people lived much lon-
ger than we do today. That is because they
were closer to perfection than we are now.
Note the ages of some of those who lived
before the global flood of Noah’s day:

Name Age at Death
Adam 930
Seth 912
Enosh 905
Kenan 910
Mahalalel 895
Jared 962
Methuselah 969

As centuries passed, the life-span short-
ened, especially after the Flood. Shem
lived 600 years. Later Abraham lived 175
years. By Moses' time the life-span had
dropped to an average of 70 or 80 years.
—Ps. 90:10; Gen. 5:3-27; 11:10, 11; 25:7.

From this history, then, we can see that
some men in the past lived more than ten
times as long as the present 70 or 80
years. Since man’s mind and body operated
for nearly 1,000 years even after imper-
fection set in, it is surely possible for them
to operate forever when freed from sin
and under God'’s blessing and control.

The Bible psalmist said to God: “I shall
laud you because in a fear-inspiring way
I am wonderfully made.” (Ps. 139:14)
Yes, God has equipped man with a won-
derfully unique combination of brain and
body. He has designed humans to live
forever here on earth.

But some may feel that living forever
in perfection would be boring, tiring. Is
this really true?
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CIENTISTS for scores of years have

been trying to extend man’s life-span.
A hundred-year life expectancy is the goal
often referred to.

Many would like to see that goal real-
ized. Yet if the prospect of living forever
is mentioned, some say the prospect is
‘undesirable.” Why?

Their arguments run like this. ‘Living
forever would be monotonous. We would
run out of things to do.’ ‘Eternal life would
require perfection and perfection would be
boring. Without any sickness, troubles and
wrongdoing, people would stop appreciat-
ing the good things.” That sort of reason-
ing may seem to make sense. But does it?

Many who voice such views are simply
parroting what they have heard others
say; they have not stopped to think the
matter out for themselves.

Bad Not Needed to Appreciate Good

Is sickness, for example, really desirable
to provide contrast with health? How con-
vincing do you think that would sound to
the man who has watched his wife slowly
waste away and die from cancer? Really,
do people tire of life because they feel
well? Do they tire of life because their sur-
roundings are so pleasant and because of
having good food? Do they tire of life be-
cause they have plenty of wholesome
work, of peace, of righteousness?

Or is it the opposite of these things that
makes life seem burdensome? Is it not
much illness, trouble and friction that
make life seem disagreeable?
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Moreover, sound thinking tells us that it
is sickness and the weakening effects of
old age that cause our physical senses to
become dull. This lessens our enjoyment
of food, drink and activity.

Nothing Boring About Perfection

When you hear the argument that living
forever in perfection would eventually end
our enjoyment of living, stop and think. In
a year the average person eats more than
a thousand meals. A man of thirty may
have eaten well over thirty thousand meals.
But does, he necessarily enjoy them less
than when he had eaten only a few thou-
sand? If you go for just one day without
eating, do you find the next meal boring?
No, you do not have to suffer malnutrition
from famine to enjoy food—any more than
you need to cut off one of your fingers to
appreciate the other nine.

But would a perfect man or woman ever
get hungry, thirsty or tired? Most certain-
ly. God’s Son, Jesus Christ, while a perfect
human on earth, became hungry, thirsty
and tired. You can see that from reading
the record of his life in the Bible.—Com-
pare John 4:6, 7; Matthew 4:2; Luke 8:
22-24,

We should not misunderstand what “per-
fection” means. Aside from the perfection
of God, perfection of all others is a relative
thing, not absolute. That is, something is
perfect according to the purpose for which
it was made. A perfect hammer would do
a fine job of driving nails; but would you
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use it as a saw? No; nor would a perfect
saw make even a fair hammer. The per-
fection of each is relative—related to the
purpose for which it was designed and
made.

So, too, with humans. The physical sen-
sations of hunger, thirst and desire for rest
after long hours of activity are normal.
These physical sensations were built into
man by his Creator.

What, then, of the Bible’s grand promise
that under the righteous rule of God's
kingdom He “will wipe out every tear from
their eyes, and death will be no more, nei-
ther will mourning nor outcry nor pain be
any more”? What does this mean?—Rev.
21:3, 4.

The Bible describes here the removal of
“the former things” that came in with the
rebellion of the first human pair in Eden.
These “former things” are the pain, suffer-
ing and death that their sinful course has
brought to their descendants, all mankind.
—Rom. 5:12.

Obviously that Bible account does not
mean that, if a piece of dust should get in
a person’s eye, his tear ducts would then
no longer produce tears to wash it out. The
same with the reactions of the human
nervous system that produce the feeling of
touch, pressure and pain. A perfect man
stepping with his bare foot on a thorn hid-
den in the grass would still feel pain as his
perfect nerves reacted to the puncture.
And the built-in defense system in his
blood with its army of white corpuscles
would go to work to heeil up the wound in-
flicted. But a perfect man would not de-
velop gangrene. Nor would he be plagued
with such things as acid indigestion, ulcers,
migraine headaches, arthritis, heart dis-
ease or cancer. Surely to be free of such
things would not impair our happiness
but greatly increase it!
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Things of Interest Forever!

But would a person living forever al-
ways be able to find things to occupy his
mental and physical powers? Would he
find new challenges for his intelligence and
ability? Would conversation continue to be
stimulating and enjoyable? Or would the
stage soon be reached where everyone
knew what everyone else knew?

Those who think that persons would run
out of things to do and learn, fail to con-
sider what a vast and magnificently
equipped Workshop and Laboratory our
Creator made when he produced this plan-
et. Consider all the things that man has
made up to the present time. And then re-
member that all man’s complex inventions,
his computers, his television sets, his air-
planes, his rockets, were not formed out
of materials brought from some faraway
place in the universe. No, but they were
formed from the very ground on which we
live and its storehouse of chemical ele-
ments, its minerals and metals. How vast
the possibilities are!

Today knowledge gained through re-
search grows at a rate so swift that nei-
ther individuals nor organizations can
keep up with it. Because their life-span is
so short, persons must content themselves
either with knowing a little about many
things or a lot about just a very few things.
Their knowledge is either broad, but gen-
erally shallow, ole deep, but quite narrow.
They often become specialists in a very re-
stricted field, trying to “make their mark
in life” before their short span of years
runs out. Scientists say that every time
they finally find the “key” to open one
door in some field of research they invari-
ably find a dozen other doors on the other
side. Surely, then, there is no danger of
earth’s becoming filled with “know-it-alls”
who have nothing to talk about because
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everyone knows what the other person
knows.

How much do you know about your
home, and how much of it have you seen
in your lifetime? Not the house you live in,
but the planet you live on—this immense
satellite of the sun that astronauts describe
as “a jewel in space.”

Even world travelers rarely get well
acquainted with more than just a frac-
tion of the earth, often no more than
its principal cities and so-called “major
points of interest.” Some have seen such
places as Arizona’s Grand Canyon, the
Norwegian fjords,
Africa’s Serengeti
plains, the snow-
capped Alps of New
Zealand's South
Island and the tropi-
cal scenery of Ta-
hiti.

But for every tow-
ering mountain, ev-
ery plunging canyon,
every cascading wa-
terfall, fertile valley,
winding river, table-
like plateau, deep-
shaded woods, rug-
ged, rocky coast or
glistening palm-lined
beach they have seen,
there are a thousand others, each with its
own beauty and eye-holding appeal.

Plants, Animals and People

Botanists list some 335,000 species of
plants. The United States alone has 1,035
different kinds of trees. They range from
the desert-growing Joshua tree to the
magnificent Giant Sequoias, and embrace
the colorful Sugar Maple, White Ash and
Blue Spruce.

From earth’s flowers one could make a
different combination every day for a hun-
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Hes life afforded you time to get acquaint-
ed with all the beautiful places on earth?

dred years. Even then one would barely
begin to use the varieties to be found, from
Morning Glories to Four-O’Clocks, from
delicate Bleeding Hearts and Lilies of the
Valley to the giant Rafflesia arnoldi of In-
donesia, its flower measuring up to three
feet across and weighing up to fifteen
pounds.

And what of earth’'s animal life? Biolo-
gists list some 5,000 kinds of mammals,
3,000 kinds of amphibians, 6,000 kinds of
reptiles, 9,000 kinds of birds and 30,000
kinds of fish, not to mention the more
than 800,000 kinds
of insects.

With how many of
those living creatures
are you really fa-
miliar? Perhaps you
have seen some of
them in a book or at
a zoological garden.
But how many of
them have you ob-
served in their native
habitat, watching
their fascinating hab-
its and learning the
different qualities of
each? For example,
with how many of
the 400 varieties of
hummingbirds are you well acquainted
—such as the topaz hummingbird, the
ruby-throated hummingbird, the tiny bee
hummingbird that measures only two
inches in length? These are living jewels
that flash with iridescent colors of flaming
red, deep violet, glowing orange and emer-
ald green. Or have you carefully observed
the majestic giant condor or the albatross
with its twelve-foot wingspan?

It would take a long time to get to know
all the living creatures of land, sea and air
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—far longer than present life-spans could
begin to cover.

Of far greater interest, however, are
earth’s peoples. They are almost as varied
as the flowers, in their features, styles of
dress, preferences in food, architecture,
music and other distinctive characteristics.
Nor would perfection mean the removal of
this variety and contrast of personality,
making them the same as one another, any
more than for roses to be perfect must
they all be red.

It is not easy today to get to know the
many races of earth. In
many cases, in fact, it
is becoming increasing-
ly dangerous. But the
Bible promise of ever-
lasting life is only for
persons who love and ap-
preciate their Creator,
his truth, justice and
righteous standards, and
who love their neighbor
as themselves. By pro-
ducing the fruitage of
God’s spirit—Ilove, joy,
peace, long-suffering,
kindness, goodness,
faith, mildness, self-control—they
will make this planet a spiritual
garden of friendly, cooperative,
generous, warmhearted people.
—Gal. 5:22, 23.

Their talents and abilities in
craftsmanship, metalworking, ar-
chitecture, landscaping, home deco-
ration, artistry, music and litera-
ture will therefore be used with the right
motive. This will stimulate new heights
of expression and beauty. Surely meet-
ing such persons, seeing the products of
their activity, and getting to know them
would be a continual source of plea-
sure.
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. or the variety of
birds and people?

Getting Better Acquainted with God
Above and beyond all this, everlasting
life would allow for becoming better ac-
quainted with the Universal Sovereign, Je-
hovah God. Nothing in life is more enrich-
ing, more satisfying or more ennobling.
Throughout all eternity one can learn
more and more about God, our Creator
—and still it would be impossible to know
everything about Him. The Christian apos-
tle Paul wrote of our Creator: “O the
depth of God's riches and wisdom and
knowledge! How unsearchable his judg-
ments are and past tracing out his ways
are! For ‘who has come to know Jehovah's
mind?’ Rom. 11:33, 34; Eccl. 3:11.
That same apostle also wrote of Jehovah
God: “His invisible qualities are clearly
seen from the world’s creation onward, be-
cause they are perceived by the things
made, even his eternal power and God-
ship.”—Rom. 1:20.
Knowledge of the uni-
verse with its planets, stars
and galaxies leaves no room
for doubt as to God's awe-
some power and superla-
tive wisdom. He is the Su-
preme Physicist, Chemist,
Mathematician, Designer
and Builder. The psalmist
of past centuries, filled with
appreciation, wrote: “O Je-
hovah our Lord, how ma-
jestic your name is in all
the earth, you whose dig-
nity is recounted above the
heavens! When | see your
heavens, the works of your
fingers, the moon and the stars that you
have prepared, what is mortal man that
you keep him in mind, and the son of
earthling man that you take care of him?”
—Ps. 81, 3, 4.
Although the visible creation testifies
about its Creator, it is by his Word the Bi-
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ble that we really come to know him, know
his personality, his purposes, his ways, his
standards. It is through that Word, the Bi-
ble, that we see that he has kept mortal
man in mind, that he cares for him.

Really, how could living forever in per-

WHERE

AT honest-hearted person would
not thrill at the prospect of living
forever on an earth where peace and righ-
teousness prevailed, where health and
strength never faded? The Bible promises
this under the rule of God's kingdom.
These conditions are to prevail after God
has removed the present unrighteous sys-
tems and all those who share in their cor-
rupt ways. Then the earth will enjoy a
righteous administration in the hands of
God’s own Son, Christ Jesus.—Dan. 2:44.
But some ask, “If people gain freedom
from old age and death and if they keep on
having children, where will they all live?”
Not only that. The Bible additionally
gives the stirring promise that those who
have died in the past will be raised from
the dead. Jesus himself said: “Do not mar-
vel at this, because the hour is coming in
which all those in the memorial tombs will
hear his voice and come out.” (John 5:
28, 29; compare Acts 24:15.) Surely it is
in harmony with God’s love that those who
have died are not to be overlooked or lose
out on the grand prospect of living forever
in his new order. But where will all these
resurrected ones live?
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fection ever be boring? Living would be
filled with delight and pleasure and inter-
est eternally.

But if men had everlasting life, where
would all the people live? And could the
earth provide for them all?

WOULD ALL THE
PEOPLE LIVE?

That is a logical question. Even now
some regard earth’s present population of
about 3,600,000,000 as too large. They
warn that the modern “population explo-
sion” threatens to bring widespread fam-
ine and disturbances. So, what will happen
in God's new order if people are no longer
subject to death?

First, certain factors must be recog-
nized. One is that the earth is actually
capable of sustaining a population many,
many times greater than that which is
now on it. Another is that the number of
persons who have died in the past several
thousand years is not nearly as great as
some might imagine. And finally, the Bible
does not say that God purposed procre-
ation to continue endlessly. His command
to the first human pair was to “fill the
earth,” not overrun it with offspring. (Gen.
1:27, 28) Consider the full significance of
these factors.

Earth’'s Ability to Accommodate
a Vast Population
How much space can this planet provide
for all those who gain life in God's new
order? Will it suffice? Well, consider the
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earth’s surface: It is about 197,000,000
square miles in area. But 71 percent of
that is water. The land surface is 29 per-
cent, about 57,000,000 square miles. This
is well over 36,000,000,000 acres.
World Book Encyclopedia of 1970 says of
today’'s population: “If all the people of
the world were distributed evenly, there
would be about 63 persons for every square
mile [640 acres] of land.” This would mean
about ten acres of land for every person
living today! Yes, earth can accommodate
many more than its present population.

However, throughout human history
many thousands of millions of people have
lived on earth. How many? Well, how long
has man been on the earth? According to
Bible chronology, almost 6,000 years. But
it should be remembered that after 1,656
years of human history, earth’s population
drastically dropped—to only eight per-
sons! This was because of the flood of
Noah's day. (1 Pet. 3:20) The earth’s
population grew considerably during the
next 2,370 years until the beginning of our
Common Era. Yet, when Jesus Christ was
on the earth, the human population, ac-
cording to some estimates, may have been
no more than 250 million. In fact, The
World Book Encyclopedia (1970) places
the estimate at about half that figure—at
only 133 million.

It is just in recent centuries that earth’s
population has grown tremendously. In
this regard, Dr. Albert L. Elder, as presi-
dent of the American Chemical Society,
stated at a meeting of that society in 1960:

“It took over 5000 years of human history
up to about 1820 to reach a world population
of 1.1 billion. Within the following century,
population doubled. Now, it stands at about
2.8 billion and could reach 3 billion early in
the 1960's [as it has done]. Thus, in less
than 50 years there has been an increase
in population equivalent to that which oc-
curred during the first 50 centuries.”

So those who are alive today represent
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a sizable number of those who have ever
lived on this earth. In fact, in 1966 a
speaker at the Florida State Pharmaceuti-
cal Association convention observed: “It is
now estimated that 25 per cent of all the
people who have ever lived are alive to-
day.”—Jacksonville Journal, May 18,1966.

On the basis of that estimate, the popu-
lation throughout all human history would
be only some 14,000,000,000 persons. But
suppose that many more than that have
lived on the earth. Let us add 10,000,000,-
000 more persons and assume that a popu-
lation of 24,000,000,000 is involved. Would
there be room for them? Well, since the
earth has over 36,000,000,000 acres, there
would be more than an acre and a half of
land for each person! But would an acre
and a half be enough to produce the need-
ed food? There is good reason to believe
that only a fraction of that acre and a half
per person would be needed for food, leav-
ing room for recreation areas and sanctu-
aries for animal and plant life.

Earth Can Produce Enough Food
According to The World Today: Its Pat-
terns and Cultures (1966, p. 76), less than
one eighth of the total land area of the
earth is suitable for growing crops. The
yield of much of the land that is cultivated
is very poor, and farming methods are
often not the most efficient. But even now,
under conditions that are far from ideal,
it is admitted that earth has the potential
to support a much larger population. For
example, Time magazine of July 13, 1970,
in an article about new, high-yield strains
of wheat and rice, reported that the Unit-
ed Nations Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation “now maintains that the world’'s
agricultural potential is great enough to
feed 157 billion people.” Surely, then, the
earth could support 24,000,000,000 persons.
Yet, it is not at all certain that the vast
number of 24,000,000,000 people have lived

19



on earth. It could be much less. Nor does
the Bible state that every single one of
those resurrected will continue living for-
ever. The principle set forth at Isaiah 26:
10 will doubtless prove true concerning a
considerable number of them, namely:
“Though the wicked one should be shown
favor, he simply will not learn righteous-
ness. In the land of straightforwardness he
will act unjustly and will not see the emi-
nence of Jehovah.” Such ones will perish,
never to live again. (Rev. 20:11-15) So,
too, the Bible shows that not all living
today will survive to life on earth under
God’'s kingdom. To the contrary, it shows
that many, the majority, will willfully re-
ject their opportunity to take their stand
on God’'s side and show faith in his pro-
visions, thereby choosing everlasting de-
struction rather than everlasting life.
—2 Thess. 1:9, 10; 2 Pet. 3:5-7.

When we consider how abundantly the
earth could produce under ideal conditions
and God'’s blessing, we can see how easily
it could support a much larger popula-
tion, including the resurrected dead, even
though these should number as many as
ten or twenty thousand million or more!

God, who created the earth, knows how
to make it productive. Under the wise ad-
ministration of his kingdom, the earth will
yield as never before. As was true for the
nation of Israel when faithful, so it will
be then: “The earth itself will certainly
give its produce; God, our God, will bless
us.”—Ps. 67:6.

Without a doubt, a vast reclamation
project will be undertaken to transform
the entire earth into a fruitful paradise.
That will include areas that today may
be unproductive. So even though about
one fourth of the land surface is arid or
semiarid today, it will not have to stay
that way. *

In regard to desert areas, Chambers’
Encyclopedia states: “Even in the most
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unpromising terrain an occasional shower
of rain will bring to life seeds that have
long lain dormant and withered in the
sand. . . . Where rivers or underground
supplies exist it is at once apparent that
desert soil is potentially fertile and only
awaits the magic toucl\ of water.” And
the Encyclopedia Americana says: “Many
desert tracts turn green with vegetation
once they are irrigated.”

Even today water and good care make
some desert areas bloom, such as in parts
of Egypt and Israel. Also, much of Cali-
fornia would be like a desert were it not
for irrigation and good care that make
the land produce abundantly.

If much can be done now to support a
vast population on the earth, what can be
done under God’s kingdom and with his
blessing? Jehovah God demonstrated his
ability to provide water, as well as food,
when he sustained the six hundred thou-
sand men of Israel and their families dur-
ing their forty years in the arid Sinai
peninsula. (Ex. 12:37; 15:22-25; Deut. 8:
3, 4) He again demonstrated this ability
centuries later when he provided water for
the 50,000 Jewish exiles and associates
who returned to Jerusalem from Babylon
by way of the wasteland of the Syrian
desert, fulfilling the prophecy of lIsaiah:
“In the wilderness waters will have burst
out, and torrents in the desert plain. And
the heat-parched ground will have become
as a reedy pool, and the thirsty ground as
springs of water.” (lsa. 35:1, 6, 7; Ezra
2:64-70) He can do the same on a vastly
larger scale during the Kingdom rule of
his Son.

Filled, Not Overflowing

How many people does Jehovah God
purpose to have on earth finally? The Bi-
ble does not say.

We can be certain, though, that all liv-
ing then will be delighted with life. What
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was promised to God's faithful people in
the time of the psalmist David will be true
then, namely, they “will indeed find their
exquisite delight in the abundance of
peace.” Jesus showed that these words of
Psalm 37:11 were prophetic of worldwide
conditions due to come by quoting from it
at Matthew 5:5. Certainly those living un-
der his Kingdom rule could not be delight-
ed with peaceful life if there were crowd-
ed, cramped conditions.

Remember, Jehovah told man to “fill
the earth.” (Gen. 1:28) He did not say to
flood it with people. But to keep from over-
flowing, will not childbearing have to stop
sometime? Yes, that appears to be the case.

How can childbearing stop? Well, who
gave man and woman the power to re-

produce? It was their Creator, Jehovah
God. Since he originated human fertility,
he can also bring it to an end. But pre-
cisely how and when this will take place
God's Word does not say. Yet, because we
do not know the details, it is no cause to
doubt that Jehovah can handle the situ-
ation.

God has promised without fail to restore
earth to a fruitful paradise, one that can
sustain all of earth’s inhabitants who gain
eternal life. He guarantees this, his Word
saying: “The one seated on the throne
said: ‘Look! I am making all things new.’
Also, he says: ‘Write, because these words
are faithful and true.”” (Rev. 21:5) Yes,
God’'s new system will provide comfort-
able, enjoyable living space for all.
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CTTOW can everlasting life be attained?’

X | you may logically ask. ‘If that takes
place there will have to be some big chang-
es made.” That is true. But by whom?

Medical men have long worked to make
changes. They have increased man'’s aver-
age life-span mainly by use of antiseptics
and by better sanitation. The decrease in
deaths has been most notable in the new-
born and the very young.

But as a result of mere human efforts
how much longer can you, personally, ex-
pect to live? The Encyclopedia Americana
(1968 edition, under “Longevity”) re-
ports:

“While man’s life expectancy at birth has
almost doubled in [the more ‘advanced’]
countries since the mid-19th century, his
expectancy at the age of 60 has increased
by only one year.”

In the book The Biology of Death author
Raymond Pearl states that heredity is a
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major factor in the secret of long life.
Pearl puts this truth in the half-humorous
statement: “The best insurance of lon-
gevity is ... a careful selection of one’s
parents and grandparents.”

The plain fact is that today medical
efforts are admittedly at a virtual stand-
still as to lengthening of the life-span. And
now pollution of air, water and food is
becoming more deadly every day, with the
threat of shortening life. To whom, then,
can one look for long life?

Look to the Source of Life

If one is looking for long life, is it not
reasonable to turn to the One who gave
man life at the beginning? Only the Cre-
ator would fully know all our needs and
be able to satisfy them. The Bible says of
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him: “With you is the source of life.”
(Ps. 36:9) “By him we have life and move
and exist,” said the apostle Paul to the
men of Athens.—Acts 17:28.

Is it not logical, then, to see what God
has to say about life? His Word the Bible
is the only source that makes any promise
of everlasting life on earth or gives any
satisfying hope for those who have al-
ready died.

At this point the thought may arise:
‘We have had the Bible for centuries. But
still we do not see people now living on
and on.” Well, the Bible tells us: “For
everything there is an appointed time.”
(Eccl. 3:1) It identifies the time when
life-giving benefits begin to flow to all
obedient mankind. It shows that this time
is at hand.

The first man Adam, our forefather,
stepped out on a rebellious course of in-
dependence from God. He determined to
go his own way. He wanted to ‘know,’ to
decide, to judge for himself what was good
and what was bad. (Gen. 3:5, 22) God has
patiently let men try out their “indepen-
dence.” But now man has reached the
peak of trouble. And now is also the time
that God has purposed to end wickedness,
in this generation, and to bring about con-
ditions in the earth so that those who de-
sire can live forever.—Rev. 11:18.

Just how will he bring this about? When
we go to God and his Word, we learn of
the provision he has made for man to gain
everlasting life.

Need for a “Corresponding Ransom”
Jesus Christ said that he came into the
world of mankind that men might have
everlasting life. (John 3:16, 17) But how
could they gain everlasting life since all
mankind inherited sin and death from Ad-
am? Jesus explained: “The Son of man
came, not to be ministered to, but to min-
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ister and to give his soul a ransom in ex-
change for many.” (Matt. 20:28) And Je-
sus’ apostle Paul said that God’s Son “gave
himself a corresponding ransom for all.”
(1 Tim. 2:5, 6) As you know, a ransom
is the means for buying out persons from
captivity or slavery. Christ Jesus gave his
human life as a ransom to bring persons
out of slavery to sin and death. (Rom. 5:
21) That sacrifice provides the basis for
restoring vital right relations with God,
the Life-Giver. But why is Jesus’ sacrifice
called a *“corresponding ransom”? And
how does it bring the needed relief for
mankind?

In the case of Adam’s offspring not just
any kind of ransom would do. It had to
be a *“corresponding ransom.” In what
way? Well, what valuable possession did
Adam lose for himself and all his off-
spring? It was human perfection. So the
real ransom sacrifice would have to cor-
respond to the perfect Adam and possess
human perfection. Only thereby could the
ransom satisfy God's perfect justice that
requires like for like, a ‘soul for a soul.’
—EXx. 21:23-25; Deut. 19:21.

No animal could pay the ransom price,
for animals are lower than man. They are
not of equal value with man, and so it was
“not possible for the blood of bulls and
of goats [actually] to take sins away,” as
the Bible says. (Heb. 10:1-4) And no
man descended from Adam could pay the
“corresponding ransom.” Why not? Be-
cause they were all imperfect. They all
had inherited sin and death.—Rom. 5:12-
14; Ps. 49:6-9.

So a perfect man was needed. God pro-
vided this need at tremendous cost to him-
self. As Jesus said: “God loved the world
so much that he gave his only-begotten
Son . . . For God sent forth his Son into
the world ... for the world to be saved
through him.” (John 3:16, 17) How the
love of God is magnified by this! For God
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gave the life of his Son, “the Son of his
love,” his “only-begotten Son,” to provide
the ransom price.—Col. 1:13; Rom. 5:6-8.
This required his Son’s becoming hu-
man to correspond with the perfect Adam.
And God accomplished this by transfer-
ring his Son’s life from heaven to the
womb of the Jewish virgin Mary. (Luke
1:26-37; John 1:14) Since Jesus did not
owe his life to any human father de-
scended from the sinner Adam, Jesus was
bom free from any inheritance of sin. He
was, as it were, “an unblemished and spot-
less lamb,” whose blood could provide an
acceptable sacrifice.—1 Pet. 1:18, 19.

New Life Heritage Through Jesus Christ

We belong to an imperfect family, with
a heritage of death. The rule has been
found to be scientifically true: Short-lived
or diseased parents do not transmit the
life vigor to their children that strong,
healthy parents can. We need a new life
heritage. We need regeneration. For that
very reason Jesus came to earth. But how
does the new life heritage come in?

The Bible’s explanation as to how this
is accomplished is both simple and pro-
found—even as the problem of mankind’s
dying condition can be simply stated but
is profoundly difficult to overcome. First,
it should be recognized that at the time
of Adam'’s sin and his being sentenced to
death, his offspring or race were all un-
born in his loins and so all died with him.
(Compare Hebrews 7:4-19; Romans 7:9.)
Jesus as a perfect man, “the last Adam,”
had a possible race of offspring unborn in
his loins. And when he died innocently as
a perfect human sacrifice, this potential
human race died with him. Jesus had will-
ingly abstained from marrying and pro-
ducing a family of his own. Jesus dying as
a childless man, his unborn human off-
spring justly counterbalanced all the race
that Adam had reproduced till now.
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—1 Cor. 15:45; compare Romans 5:15-17.

So, by giving his human life, together
with the potential of having children of
his own, Jesus Christ bought “parental”
life rights that Adam lost. He holds “cred-
it” for those of Adam'’s family who desire
to draw upon it.

To illustrate how this satisfies justice,
we might use the case of a man who has
died leaving a large debt on his estate.
His children are unable to pay the debt.
But a friend with sufficient money redeems-
the estate from the dead man'’s creditors
and then divides out portions thereof as
inheritance to those who are worthy chil-
dren. In Jesus’ case, of course, it is not
land or other material possessions that he
redeems and grants to worthy ones but
life, perfect human life.

By providing the “corresponding ran-
som,” Jesus repurchased all mankind de-
scended from Adam so that they could
become his family. He did this by pre-
senting the full value of his ransom sacri-
fice to the God of absolute justice in heav-
en. He “entered ... into heaven itself, now
to appear before the person of God” on
behalf of the world of mankind.—Heb. 9:
24.

Jesus Christ can thus have children on
earth, not by natural procreation, but by
redemption of Adam’s offspring. This was
foretold in Messianic prophecies that show
that Jesus will have “offspring” as an
“Eternal Father.” (Isa. 53:10-12; 9:6, 7)
Jesus would not be an “Eternal Father”
for his earthly children if they died off.
So for this title to be true of him, the
earthly children to whom he becomes fa-
ther by means of his ransom will be given
the opportunity to live forever on earth.

Therefore, by faith in Jesus Christ the
dying children of dead Adam can transfer
to the family of a Father who lives for-
ever. This “Eternal Father” can regener-
ate their minds and bodies with life, and
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Living forever under present conditions may not
sound appealing. But everlasting life in Paradise
—would this not be an endless joy?

he can thereafter maintain that life vigor in them.
(Rom. 6:23) Yes, by faith in Jesus Christ you
can have a new life heritage. And this entire ar-
rangement for a new life heritage manifests Jeho-
vah God's wisdom and his righteousness in a won-
derful way. How so? In his perfectly balancing
the scales of justice while at the same time
showing undeserved kindness and forgiving sins.
—Rom. 3:21-26.
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Righteous Rule Also Through
Jesus Christ

To enjoy everlasting life on earth
in happiness man needs more than
a new life heritage. He needs a
new government. God has provided
this also through Jesus Christ.
This new government is God’'s
kingdom. For this kingdom Jesus
taught his followers to pray: “Let
your kingdom come. Let your will
take place, as in heaven, also upon
earth.”—Matt. 6:10.

For God's will to be done upon
earth the present system of things
must end. And the Bible shows
that very soon now God’s kingdom
will crush out of existence and re-
place all systems of man that now
cause such grief. (Dan. 2:44) That
time of destruction is described by
Jesus as “great tribulation such as
has not occurred since the world'’s
beginning until now, no, nor will
occur again.” (Matt. 24:21) After
the destruction of this entire wick-
ed system, God's kingdom, ruling
from heaven, will control all of
earth’s affairs.

That heavenly kingdom will be
the only government that earth
will ever have after the end of this
wicked system. Its administration
will be far superior to anything
men have ever devised. Ruling
with justice and righteousness, it
will work to bring benefits to all,
not to just a few.

What assurance do we have that
the ruler Jesus Christ will never
permit corruption in high places?
Because he has proved his subjec-
tion to the Creator. And he rules,
not for his own glory, but for
God’s, and for the benefit of earth’s
population. Of him it is written
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that he ‘loves righteousness and hates law-
lessness.” (Heb. 1:9) The Bible speaks of
his loyalty and the exalted position that
he has been granted in these words:

“Christ Jesus, who, although he was
existing in God’s form, gave no consider-
ation to a seizure, namely, that he should
be equal to God. . .. More than that, when
he found himself in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself and became obedient as
far as death, yes, death on a torture stake.
For this very reason also God exalted him
to a superior position and kindly gave him
the name that is above every other name.”
—Phil. 2:5-11.

Re-creative Work Under Kingdom

Even after the end of this system of
things, the survivors of the “great tribula-
tion” will still have imperfect bodies. Some
will need restoration of diseased or miss-
ing organs. This healing of all mankind
will take place during the thousand-year
reign of Jesus Christ. Jesus spoke of this
time as “the re-creation, when the Son of
man sits down upon his glorious throne.”
—Matt. 19:28; Rev. 20:1-6.

So Jesus will do re-creative work from
heaven. When he was on earth, we
remember, he healed persons with
every kind of disease and restored
body parts and functions, such as
withered hands and sight to those
blind from birth. He even resur-
rected a man who was dead for
four days. Some of his healing
miracles he performed from a dis-
tance. So, from heaven itself, Jesus
can do re-creative work in a com-
plete way here on earth.—Mark
3:1-5; John 9:1-7; 11:38-44.

Gradually the human race will
be brought to perfection. It will
take time to bring perfection of
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life to all who desire it. Along with this
will be the work of making the environ-
ment suitable for perfect humans, a place
of delight.

Yes, the tent of God will be “with man-
kind, and he will reside with them, and
they will be his peoples. And God himself
will be with them. And he will wipe out
every tear from their eyes, and death will
be no more, neither will mourning nor
outcry nor pain be any more. The former
things have passed away.” The former
things with all their troubles will seem as
out of place then as the future conditions
that God's Word describes may seem un-
real now.—Rev. 21:3, 4.

So, everlasting life is attainable. It can
be attained only by transferring from the
dying family of Adam to a new life heri-
tage by Jesus Christ, the “Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father,
Prince of Peace.”—Isa. 9:6.

You can achieve what the scientific
writer called “the best insurance of lon-
gevity,” namely, a choice of a new parent
—the “Eternal Father,” Jesus Christ. He
can infuse real life into you. This is your
opportunity now. But is there something
you must do to prepare for life everlasting
under his rule?
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Prepare Now

FOR AN UNENDING W

OULD vyou like to live on this earth

when conditions are truly right for
genuine happiness? Do you really want
everlasting life in that kind of world? If
S0, you must prepare for it now!

But why now? Why not wait and see
how it all works out?

Time of Opportunity Limited

Time simply does not allow for waiting.
The reason is not only that life is already
brief. Rather it is because the life of the
vast majority of mankind is now in grave
danger of being abruptly shortened, cut
off by a disaster of global proportions.

You may know that world leaders pub-
licly recognize the increasing danger of a
nuclear war that would make this planet
uninhabitable. You have doubtless read
warnings by scientists that modem pollu-
tion of air, water and land poses a threat
equally as great as nuclear war. But, over
and above all these dangers, the greatest
factor making action so urgent now is that
God’s due time to act has overtaken us.

According to Bible chronology and the
fulfillment of Bible prophecy, the time left
for the unrighteous system now operating
on earth is fast running out. The Bible
does not say that God's coming war of
Armageddon, and the “great tribulation”
of which it is a part, can be avoided; the
unrighteous course in which men and na-
tions have stubbornly hardened themselves
makes it inevitable. (Matt. 24:14, 21, 37-
39; Rev. 16:16) But it offers you as an
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individual the opportunity to put yourself
now firmly on God’s side in the contro-
versy and thereby have the hope of sur-
viving. Survival will introduce righteous-
hearted persons into life in a new order,
an order founded on God's provision for
life through his Son and appointed King,
Jesus Christ, and in which respect for,
and devotion and obedience to, Jehovah
God as the Life-Giver will be the govern-
ing principle—2 Pet. 3:8-13.

What will you do? This will depend upon
whether you have faith in God’s promises
or not. For even though you acknowledge
that it is illogical for trees and tortoises
to outlive intelligent man, that is not
enough. Nor is it enough to recognize
that man does indeed have a spiritual side
to his nature and that the Bible's focusing
on inherited sin and imperfection as the
source of aging and death provides the
only satisfying explanation for these prob-
lems. Even more than that, it is not
enough to admit that the hope offered in
the Bible of life everlasting under God's
righteous government by his Son is the
only genuine means for satisfying the
proper desires of righteous-hearted per-
sons. To go this far and no farther will
bring no lasting benefit to you.

The disciple James states that “faith
without works is dead,” just as the body
without its life force or spirit is dead.
(Jas. 2:26) Merely to acknowledge the
logic and reasonableness of what the Bible
says is not having a live faith. Your faith
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must demonstrate itself by action, by do-
ing. Thereby you will show that you give
more than mere mental acceptance to
God’'s promise of everlasting life. You will
show that it reaches your heart, that it
truly motivates you.

If you received warning of a coming
earthquake, such as that which recently
devastated a large section of Peru and
snuffed out the lives of tens of thousands
of persons in a matter of minutes, you
could take action to save your life. To-
day, something worse than an earth-
quake threatens all earth’s inhabitants
—the “great tribulation” about which
Christ Jesus warned. (Matt. 24:21) Of that
time the apostle Paul wrote: “Jehovah’s
day is coming exactly as a thief in the
night.... then sudden destruction is to be
instantly upon them just as the pang of
distress upon a pregnant woman; and they
will by no means escape.” (1 Thess. 5:
2, 3) The way of escape is still open, and
you can avail yourself of it before it ir-
reversibly closes up.

Whoever you are, you are surely not
alone. You have relatives, perhaps a mar-
riage mate and children, and you have
friends. You owe it not only to yourself
but also to them to inform yourself now
of God’s provisions for survival into life
in his new order. Then, rather than fol-
lowing a self-centered course of concern-
ing yourself only with your own immedi-
ate future, you can aid them toward an
unending future in genuine happiness.
True, you may now be showing interest in
their lives by providing food, clothing,
housing, medical care and other necessi-
ties. But even under normal conditions
that could only help them to live long
enough to die old—and perhaps in some
comfort. True love requires that you seek
something better for them if it is at-
tainable. And it is!
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More than this, do you feel a debt of
gratitude to the original Source of life,
the desire to serve to the honor of the
Creator of the universe, including this
planet Earth and all its enjoyable fea-
tures? Then you will be eager to learn
what God’s righteous requirements are.

What, then, must you do, so as not to
waste the remaining time of opportunity?

Take in Life-giving Knowledge

You need to investigate God's Word, the
Bible, study it and find out what God’s
purpose for earth and man is, learn what
his will is for us in this time, now. God’s
Son said in prayer to his Father: “This
means everlasting life, their taking in
knowledge of you, the only true God, and
of the one whom you sent forth, Jesus
Christ.”—John 17:3.

Life everlasting, then, comes not by
drinking some magical potion, going
through some mysterious rites or per-
forming some strange exercises. It comes
through Bible education. Today Jehovah's
witnesses are carrying on a worldwide
campaign of Bible education in over two
hundred lands and islands of the sea. In
well over one million two hundred thou-
sand homes, free Bible studies are conduct-
ed each week with interested persons, men,
women and families. Not only are topics
such as “Why We Grow Old and Die,” and
“Where Are the Dead?” considered, but
also such subjects as “Why Has God Per-
mitted Wickedness Until Our Day?,” “The
Last Days of This Wicked System of
Things,” “Righteous Rule Makes Earth a
Paradise,” “How to ldentify the True Re-
ligion,” “How to Pray and Be Heard by
God,” “Building a Happy Family Life,”
and “True Worship—a Way of Life.” By
spending approximately an hour a week
with an instructor, the basic teachings of
the entire Bible are considered in six
months’ time.
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You can arrange for such a Bible study
in your home by making your request
known to any of Jehovah’'s witnesses in
your locality or by writing to the pub-
lishers of this magazine. The only cost to
you will be some of your time and the
effort of reading and preparing for the
discussion. After all, it is your life and the
lives of your loved ones that are involved,
and surely this merits serious effort. The
Bible writer James speaks of “the implant-
ing of the word which is able to save your
souls.” (Jas. 1:21) That implanting of the
word cannot be accomplished without your
doing your part. God’'s Word cannot bring
you life unless you receive its truths into
your mind and into your heart so that
it motivates you to do the divine will. Je-
sus said: “God loved the world so much
that he gave his only-begotten Son, in or-
der that everyone exercising faith in him
might not be destroyed but have everlast-
ing life.” (John 3:16) Exercising faith in
Jesus means more than simply saying, “I
believe in Jesus.” It requires action.

Seek Right Environment for Life

Bad physical environment—including
air, land and water pollution, contaminat-
ed or inadequate sources of food supply,
and crowded, unclean, germ-ridden condi-
tions—obviously shortens life. People rec-
ognize this. Yet few think deeply enough
to realize that this is also true of bad
spiritual environment. For us to prepare
for an unending future we need to be feed-
ing our minds and hearts regularly with
wholesome, pure spiritual food. We need
right associations with persons whose con-
versations are upbuilding, healthful, con-
tributing to faith in God, fostering desire
for right things, strengthening determina-
tion to hold to right standards. God’s new

order will be populated with such kind of
persons.
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But even now we need such association.
And we can find it. Where?

Is it to be found in the many churches
of Christendom? Well, what is going on
in those churches today? You often hear
of the Bible’s being downgraded by to-
day’'s ministers and clergymen, of their
increasing tendency to condone all types
of sexual misbehavior, homosexuality in-
cluded, of clergy support of public dem-
onstrations against constituted authority.
You may have personally seen evidence
of considerable hypocrisy in such church-
es. And you likely have read, too, of the
decline of the churches, not merely in one
land but in all lands. Of what is this evi-
dence? Surely it is not evidence of God's
blessing on them. We cannot blame God
for the unhealthy, dying state of such
churches. They have substituted philoso-
phy, politics and human traditions for the
Word of life, and they are experiencing
the consequences.

Is the case with the non-Christian re-
ligions any better? No, for the peoples
practicing such religions are experiencing
the same turmoil, disunity, and general
weakening of influence and vigor as found
in Christendom’s churches.

False religion is not only deceptive and
unsatisfying, it is death-dealing. It pro-
duces an unhealthy spiritual climate lack-
ing in genuine love for God or fellowman,
deficient of genuine devotion to standards
of true righteousness. That is why the
Bible depicts all such false religion under
the symbol of “Babylon the Great,” an
imperial city filled with uncleanness. Reve-
lation 18:4 sounds the warning: “Get out
of her, my people, if you do not want to
share with her in her sins, and if you do
not want to receive part of her plagues.”
All Babylonish religion, as well as its sup-
porters, will be destroyed in the coming
“great tribulation” so that none of her
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diseased thinking infects those surviving
into God's new order.

Where, then, will you go? With whom
will you associate? The Bible says: “Pur-
sue righteousness, faith, love, peace, along
with those who call upon the Lord out of
a clean heart.” (2 Tim. 2:22) Jehovah'’s
witnesses invite
you to become ac-
quainted with
them, to attend
their congrega-
tion meetings in
their Kingdom
Halls, sharing
with them in Bi-
ble study. They
invite you to find out for yourself the spir-
itual climate that is to be experienced
there. We sincerely believe you will find
it invigorating, like breathing fresh air
after coming out of a smog-ridden place.
See for yourself whether or not the pure
waters of truth from God’'s Word flow
there in all their refreshing clarity.

Respond to God’'s Word

As you take in knowledge of God's
Word, you will appreciate its wisdom, how
it can improve immensely the quality of
living, even now. You will learn, for ex-
ample, of God’s requirement of replacing
our “old personality” with a “new per-
sonality.” Why is this? Well, what will
make life in God’s new order so desirable?
Earth-wide peace, for one thing. Scream-
ing, fighting, quarreling affect both men-
tal and physical health. For those seeking
life in God's favor, the Bible tells them
what to do now:

“Really, put them all away from you,
wrath, anger, badness, abusive speech, and
obscene talk out of your mouth. Do not
be lying to one another. Strip off the old
personality with its practices, and clothe
yourselves with the new personality.”
—Col. 3:8-10.
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— In the next issue.

This will take time, of course. But prog-
ress in such things will make life, family
life in particular, so much more enjoyable.
So Christians need to respond to God's
Word.

Lying, cheating, drunkenness and other
immoral practices, such as fornication,

adultery and ho-

mosexuality, are
part of the
“old personality.”
They corrupt and
damage physical-
ly, mentally and
spiritually. But
God'’s counsel and
instructions are
“life to those finding them and health to
all their flesh.” (Prov. 4:22) They show
you how to use your time and strength in
constructive, helpful activities that are
truly enjoyable and rewarding. As you re-
spond to God's Word you will want to do
as Psalm 97:10 says: “O you lovers of
Jehovah, hate what is bad.” If you do
this, you will avoid what is bad. And you
will do this, not just when you lack op-
portunity to do wrong, but at all times,
because you love what is right. By reject-
ing wrong thoughts and inclinations, you
will “safeguard your heart, for out of it
are the sources of life.” (Prov. 4:23) This
is something that needs to be done now
in order to prepare for eternal life.

Your Creator invites you: “Incline your
ear and come to me. Listen, and your soul
will keep alive.” (lsa. 55:3) Do not ne-
glect or waste the opportunity you now
have of learning from Him the way to
life everlasting. Use your mental, emo-
tional and physical strength now in his
right ways, for your own eternal welfare
and that of those whom you love. Yes,
prepare now for an unending future in
God’s righteous new order.
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Night Driving Dangerous

<% Fifty-three percent of all
highway fatalities last year in
the United States happened at
night. Statisticians say that, in
view of the reduced flow of
traffic at night, this means
that the fatality rate is nearly
three times as great as the day
rate. If you must drive at
night, then drive carefully.

Equal Rights for Women

<> On August 10 the United
States House of Representa-
tives agreed on a constitu-
tional change that would guar-
antee equal rights for women.
Key words of the proposed
constitutional amendment are:
“Equality of rights under the
law shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States
or by any State on account of
sex.” Once congressional ac-
tion is completed, the amend-
ment would have to be ratified
by three fourths of the States,
or 38 States, before it becomes
the law of the land. Represen-
tative Martha W. Griffiths of
Michigan said the amendment
could invalidate as many as
1,000 State laws that she be-
lieves discriminate against
women.

‘The Major Business’

<> Nobel Prize winner Dr.
George Wald said that the
huge stockpiles of nuclear

weapons make college students
feel unsure about the future
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and wonder whether they have
a future at all. Eighteen
months ago, he said, the Unit-
ed States and Russia had a
combined nuclear arsenal that
contained the equivalent of 15
tons of T.N.T. for every man,
woman and child on earth. By
1975, nuclear stockpiles will be
five times what they are now,
he asserted. Wald, a professor
in the Harvard University Bio-
logical Laboratories, said: The
major business in the United
States is producing destructive
goods—while the production of
civilian goods is going down
the drain’’

High Cost of Inflation

<> The United States Savings
and Loan League stated that if
inflation runs at 6 percent,
compounded annually, for the
next 30 years, ‘a person earn-
ing $10,000 in 1970 will need
$57,000 for the same standard
of living. Today’s $30 bag of
groceries would cost nearly
$115. A TV set now selling for
$500 would bring nearly $2,000.
An auto with a current price
tag of $3,000 would go for over
$17,000. A home now selling
for $25,000 would jump to
more than $147,000/

‘Do Something Soon or Perish’

# A rising population, increas-
ing pollution and “a multiplied
capacity of destruction” are
problems that must be solved

soon or humanity will perish,
said Secretary-General U
Thant of the United Nations
on August 23. Science and tech-
nology, he said, have “multi-
plied man’s capacity for de-
struction.” He also declared
that “the degradation of our
environment is now so serious
that unless immediate mea-
sures are taken, the very ca-
pacity of the planet itself to sus-
tain human life will be in
doubt.” Why has not the United
Nations solved these problems?
Because, said U Thant, the
United Nations was in a “crisis
of authority” crippled by “out-
moded and unworkable con-
cepts of national sovereignty.”
The solution lies, not with
man, but with God, and that
solution is clearly set out in
the Bible.

Young Girls Having Abortions
<> It is reported that during
the first nine months of Brit-
ain’s Abortion Act, 543 girls
under the age of 16 had abor-
tions. Three girls aged 11, six
aged 12, 21 aged 13 and 150
aged 14 had abortions during
that period. The figures, pub-
lished by the Registrar-Gener-
al, show that women between
19 and 24 had the Jiighest num-
ber of abortions of any age-
group, with each age in that
range accounting for more
than 1,000 abortions during the
nine-month period. The next-
highest age was 18, with 945
abortions. About half of all
women who had abortions
were single.

Convent Recruits

<> The flow out of Roman
Catholic institutions has forced
the Catholic church to engage
in what a high-ranking Vati-
can official recently called “a
slave trade.” The Sunday
Times of London reportedly
said that more than 1,500 girls
from Kerala, India, had been
recruited for European con-
vents at an average cost to
the convents of some $700
each. These peasant girls from
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India were brought in by the
Vatican to understaffed con-
vents in Italy, France, Switzer-
land and Germany. Charges
have been made that the girls
were maltreated. The Vatican
said that such reports were
exaggerated, but suspended
the practice after widespread
adverse publicity.

Parishioners Complain

# Growing numbers of pa-
rishioners complain that the
churches have failed the peo-
ple. A businesswoman in At-
lanta said her new pastor
“ignored the human element
and preached a vague, wa-
tered-down brand of Cristian-
ity and said absolutely
nothing.” An executive stat-
ed: “My church has lost a
lot in terms of direct religion.
It has become a business.
There is something in every

service
still

about money.” And
another church member
declared: “There is a clique
in my church. If you are
a member of the clique, you
are ‘in* with the pastor. If you
aren’t, he doesn’'t know you
exist.” Is this what you find in
your church? Why not turn
to the Bible for help? With one
of Jehovah’s witnesses to as-
sist you, you will in your Bible
studies find the love, peace and
satisfaction obviously lost by
attending churches.

Dumping Nerve Gas

<€ The World War 11 ship
LeBaron Russell Briggs and
her cargo of 12,540 rockets of
GB nerve gas and a single con-
tainer of more toxic VX gas
were on August 18 deliberately
sunk in 16,000 feet of water
east of the Florida coast.
Chemical experts said most of
the gas would eventually leak

as the concrete and steel cof-
fins eroded and were subjected
to the extreme pressure in the
ocean depths. It is said that the
gas will be neutralized when
mixed with sea water and will
be rendered harmless within
ten hours. It is argued that lit-
tle damage will result to sea
life. “Experts” have been
proved wrong before, however.

30,000 Miles of Highway

<> When the United States In-
terstate Highway System is
completed it is reported that it
will be thirty times the length
of the Great Wall of China.
Almost 30,000 miles of the sys-
tem have already been com-
pleted. The highway system
was estimated initially to cost
$27,600,000,000, but by the time
it is completed, it is expected
that the final bill will be well
over $60,000,000,000.

God's Word Belongs in Your Home

Every home should have a copy of God’s Word/ the Holy

Bible.

It contains divine counsel

for each member of the

family. It gives hope as well as strong reasons for believing

that soon now God will
earth.”— Rev.

11:18.

“bring to ruin those ruining the

To obtain the greatest benefit from its treasures of wisdom,
you need an accurate translation that uses the easily under-
stood English of this twentieth century. The New World
Translation of the Holy Scriptures fills that need. Its pleasing
readability and textual accuracy recommend it both for the

average
only $1.

WATCHTOWER

reader and the Bible scholar.

117 ADAMS ST.

BROOKLYN,

Sent postpaid for

N.Y. 11201

Please send me the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures. 1 am enclosing $1. For mailing
this coupon | am to receive free the booklet “Look! | Am Making All Things New.”

City
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Street and Number
or Route and Box
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Secular education may prepare you for a career.
But can it adequately answer these questions?

e How can you identify the right way to wor-
ship the Giver of life?

* What hope is there for the dead?

» How will the earth be made a Paradise of
life?

» How can you avoid death-dealing wicked
spirits?

Only one kind of education can prepare you for
eternal life. Jesus Christ spoke of it, saying: "This
means everlasting life, their taking in knowledge
of you, the only true God, and of the one whom you
sent forth, Jesus Christ." (John 17:3) If you wish
to have this education, you are urged to find it in
the Holy Bible.

True, religious sectarianism has resulted in much
confusion about the Bible. But now you can dispel
the religious fog and determine just what the Holy
Scriptures teach. You can acquire a clear under-
standing of the fundamental teachings of the Bible
in a matter of hours.

Education for eternal life can be yours—by ob-
taining and reading the book

THE TRUTH THAT LEADS TO ETERNAL LIFE

Its 22 chapters and 192 pages take you through
the basic teachings of the Holy Scriptures, answer-
ing the above questions and many more. Pocket size,
hard cover, with gold-embossed title; sent, postpaid,
for only 25c.

LB

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11201

I am enclosing 25c. Please send me the informative and rewarding Bible-study aid The Truth
That Leads to Eternal Life.

Note: If you would like to have someone study your own Bible with you absolutely free and
without obligation to you, check this box O and mail this coupon to the address shown above.

City .eevreen

USTRALIA:

= Street and Number

...................................................................... or Route and BOX ......ccccrivcncnenene.

....................................................................... State.....cccevvcvvieiieciceeeene. Zip Code

11 Beresford Rd., Strathfield, N.S.W. ENGLAND: The Ridgeway,

London N.W. 7

DA: 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 390, Ont. SO. AFRICA: Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsfontein, Transvaal.

32

AWAKE!



