Benefiting from Association with Older Ones

PAGE 3

Geology's Hypothetical Structure

FP/VGE S

You Can Eat Well for Less

PAGE 13

What Is Going On in Sunday School?

PAG BE 1©



THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our times must
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. “Awake!” has no fetters. It recognizes
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; it is unham-
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth.

The viewpoint of "Awake!” is not narrow, but is international. “Awake!” has its
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles are read in many lands, in many
languages, by millions of persons.

In every issue “Awake!” presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent passes in quick review.
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. “Awake!” pro-
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family.

“Awake!” pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish-
ment of God’s righteous new order in this generation.

Get acquainted with “Awake!” Keep awake by reading “Awake!”

Published Semimonthly by
WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF NEW YORK, INC.
117 Adams Street Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201, U.S.A.
N. H. Knorr, President Grant Suiter, Secretary

Average printing each issue: 6,400,000 Now published in 26 languages
Five cents a copy Semimonthly— Afrikaans, Cebuano, Danish, Dutch, English,
Yearly subscription rates Finnish, French, German, Greek, Iloko, Italian, Japanese,

Offices for semimonthly editions = Korean, Norwegian, Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish, Tagalog,
America, U.S., 117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201 $1 Zulu.

Australia, 11 Beresford Rd., Strathfleld, N.S.W. 2135 $1 Monthly— Chinese, Cinyanja, Hiligaynon, Malayalam, Polish,
Canada, 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 390, Ont. $1 Tamil, Ukrainian.
England, Watch Tower House,

The Ridgeway, London N.W. 7 9/- CHANGES OF ADDRESS should reach us thirty days
Ncw Zealand, 621 New North Rd., Auckland 3 90c before your moving date. Give us your old and new
South Africa, Private Bag 2, P.0. Elandsfontein, Tvl. 70¢c address  (if possible, your old address label). Write

(Monthly editions cost half the above rates.) Watchtower, 117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, New York
11201, U.S.A.

Remittances for subscriptions should be sent to the office in
your country. Otherwise send your remittance to Brooklyn.
Notice of expiration is sent at least two issues before
subscription expires.

Second-class postage paid at Brooklyn. N.Y.
Printed in U.S.A.

The Bible translation regularly used in “Awake!” is the “New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures.”
When other translations are used, this is clearly marked.

i mi-—mi— sii— .m— mi— im— .mi— ih— m— m— m— m— wn— m— m— W

CONTENTS

Benefiting from Association What fs Going On in Sunday School? 19
with Older Ones

What Is Being Taught in Sunday School? 22
She Changed Her Style of Dress

Learn the Truth That Leads
Geology’s Hypothetical Structure 8 to Eternal Life 25
Car Failures 12 Doctors Stop Smoking 26
You Can Eat Well for Less 13 “yYour Word Is Truth”
Record Milk Production 16 “Honor Your Father and Your Mother” 27
Let Them Hear the Other Side 17 Watching the World 29



ODAY a fam-
T ily that does
not include at
least one relative
over sixty-five
years of age is indeed an ex-
ceptional family. For there are !]
now in America some 19,000,-
000—nearly 10 percent of the
country’s population—that are
aged sixty-five or over. In Britain
the number of persons over sixty-
five has passed the 8,000,000 mark—more
than 10 percent of the population. Other
nations show similar increases in the num-
ber of older persons.

So many millions of mankind can hard-
ly be ignored. Yet this appears to be the
trend today in a fast-moving world where
greater stress is placed on youth and the
advantages of being young. Seldom any-
more are the aged invited to youthful
gatherings. In fact, it takes considerable
encouraging to get children and friends to
correspond,with the aged or to keep in
touch with them by telephone. It was not
always this way. Times have changed.

A man of eighty-two recalls the change
in these words, as reported in the Newark
Evening News: “When | was a youngster,
having old folks around us was part of
the pattern of life. My neighborhood was
full of them . .. When | walked down the
street one or two would be sitting on the
stoop or the sidewalk in front of nearly
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every one of the old, red brick houses.
Only a few lived alone, most of them with
children and grandchildren. They talked,
read, or relaxed; some had special hob-
bies. Each had a smile and a kind word
for us as we went by. Alongside our home
was Mrs. Burns, a large woman who in-
vited us in every time she made a batch
of wonderful yeast bread which she spread
with fresh homemade chili sauce. . . . Old
man Sherman had retired from drygoods
. . . His daughter cared for him . . .

“We respected these old folks and
looked up to them; didn't play jokes or
make fun of them behind their backs.
They took good care of their children, and
after the kids were out of their teens,
they expected to take care of their par-
ents in turn.

“Today the oldtimers sit alone in some
dingy rented room or on a park bench,
neglected, just waiting . . . They know
that times have changed but find them-
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selves disinherited from even a little of
the harvest of love and regard they had
hoped for from their children.”

A true tragedy of old age today is
that growing numbers of them are loved
less by their children and the youths
around them. Few children today count it
a privilege to care for their aging parents.
However, many children of previous gen-
erations thought differently.

More Respect in Ancient Times

As shown in the Bible, the children of
ancient Israel were commanded by God to
honor their parents, and this proved bene-
ficial to the children. (Ex. 20:12) Com-
munities in which old people abounded
were represented as highly favored. The
marked respect with which aged persons
were treated is seen in the injunction:
“Before gray hair you should rise up, and
you must show consideration for the per-
son of an old man, and you must be in
fear of your God. I am Jehovah.” (Lev.
19:32) Respect for the aged was a com-
mand of God, a sacred duty. Even “the
aged ones rose up, they stood” as the
patriarch Job passed them in the streets.
(Job 29:8) Respect for the aged was a
beautiful thing then as it is now when
shown to the deserving.

Even among some nations not governed
by God's law, respect for the aged was
shown. Among the Egyptians, the young
men rose before the aged and yielded to
them the first place. The youth of Sparta
did the same and were silent before older
men. In Greece old men were treated with
respect.

The aged were viewed as men of under-
standing and judgment. They were be-
lieved to be funded with a wealth of wis-
dom and recollection. Old men served as
counselors to kings, and people generally
responded warmly to their knowledge and
understanding. When Jeroboam and all Is-
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rael pleaded with Rehoboam about lifting
their heavy burdens, the Bible says: “King
Rehoboam began to take counsel with the
older men who had continued attending
upon Solomon his father.” However, Re-
hoboam *“left the counsel of the older men
with which they had advised him, and he
began to take counsel with the young men
that had grown up with him.” (1 Ki. 12:
4-19) The result was a revolt in Israel and
an irreparable split in the twelve-tribe
kingdom.

In various regions throughout the earth
older persons are still held in high esteem.
But in the Western world, generally speak-
ing, their influence has greatly diminished.
Notwithstanding, older persons still have
much to offer and their association can
prove invaluable if one but listens to them
and learns.

This does not mean, however, that every
elderly person constantly speaks words of
wisdom or encouragement. Many of them
have had much experience, and some of
them have backgrounds that may be very
rich indeed. But it must be remembered,
too, that many of the problems and trou-
bles in the world can be traced to the
workings of gray heads. So selectivity is
needed. When older ones have followed
God’'s way of righteousness, then there
are likely to be many benefits from as-
sociating with them. The Bible principle
holds true: “Gray-headedness is a crown
of beauty when it is found in the way of
righteousness.” (Prov. 16:31) A gray head
that has been molded by God’'s Word is a
crown of beauty, and with such, one finds
pleasure and benefit.

Many Assets of Older Ones

So often youths fear that older persons
represent a financial burden, more than
they care to bear. Therefore, they shy
away from them. The fact is that you are
from two to five times more likely to in-
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Older persons often have a warmth and affection that children love

herit money or property from your aged
parents and other elderly relatives than
to have to pay their bills!

True, old age has its peculiar aches and
pains, but so does youth. Think of the
diseases associated with childhood. When
age is not plagued by too many ills, re-
grets and fears, it may, in fact, be a gra-
cious period of tranquillity, with treasured
memories locked in a mind that is at peace.
In this topsy-turvy world, what youth
would not enjoy a fraction Of that tran-
quillity for himself? He can have it if he
lingers awhile with the aged who are at
peace.

Older people often offer much in being
just what they are—older people. They
have a warmth and affection that children
love. That is why grandparents make ex-
cellent baby-sitters, especially when they
are not unfairly taken advantage of. They
make fine teachers as well. A little girl
of five used to spend her time with her
grandmother. Granny would tell her about
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God and the blessings of his kingdom. The
child grew up determined to become a
missionary for the Watch Tower Society,
which goal she eventually realized.

Most of us remember with affection the
old people we knew, perhaps our own
grandparents. A young man remembered
his grandmother for the wonderfully fra-
grant, crusty, brown loaves of bread she
made. ‘Grandma would take a loaf hot
from the oven, break it open and place a
large slice of butter in the center,” he remi-
nisced with delight. ‘Then, when the but-
ter was all melted and had run through the
loaf, she gave us a large slice. Every
crumb was devoured. Freshly made bread
was something we were not allowed to
eat at home, but grandma always saw
to it that we got some.” The young man
long remembered his grandmother and
her good-smelling kitchen.

The simple fact that older people usu-
ally are not hurried is a benefit not to be
ignored. Often in youth all that is desired
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is a listening ear, perhaps a little sympa-
thy and understanding. Older people of-
ten have the time and patience for such
things. One elderly grandmother said: *“I
have been surprised and delighted to dis-
cover how many of the neighbors’ chil-
dren drop in just to talk for a few min-
utes. They leave their busy play to come
in to tell me something interesting or to
speak their mind. | have only to listen,
for they seem to desire only a sympathetic
ear. They cannot know what joy they
bring to one whose children and grand-
children are far away, but perhaps they
feel something of the love they evoke.”

Not all things that older people do, need
be great for them to have an effect. Their
occasional batches of cookies are long re-
membered. What young mother has not
appreciated some help in mending socks?
Or when sickness or exhaustion strikes,
who is there better to turn to for help
than grandmother or grandfather?

Often it may be only a word or a phrase
from an older person that can make one
feel secure and encourage one toward do-
ing good. An elderly woman tells about
her childhood days. She had known many
older folks, but she especially recalls an
old lady who was placid, gentle and kind:
“1 remember as vividly as if it were yes-
terday taking her hand, looking into her
eyes, seeing her smile at me and hearing
her say, ‘Bless you, my child. Even her
name | remember.” That simple touch
with the aged, she says, “made me want
to be good.”

Seek

No doubt, association with older ones
has been a much-neglected area in mod-
ern life, with a serious loss in love and
blessings to old and young alike. Why not
do something about it? Why not encourage
the aged to stop by for a visit from time
to time and enjoy their company? Invite
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them over for dinner, for which they will
be most grateful, and it will be rewarding
to you at the same time. Or when pre-
paring a party or a get-together, why not
include in your list some older ones? When
in large groups of people, older persons
have a tendency to withdraw to them-
selves. Why not seek out their association
and make them a part of the festivities?
Be with them and make them a part of
your life. Such kindness on your part
will help to keep older persons from con-
tracting the disease of loneliness and self-
pity.

Of course, there are things to remem-
ber when visiting with older people. First,
allow yourself reasonable time for a con-
structive visit. Too often younger persons
rush in with words of apology: “I’'m sorry
I can stay but a minute.” Try not to feel
rushed. It is well, too, to have in mind
interesting and important subjects you
want to bring up in your conversation.
Have a point that you want to make. And
try to leave them with a date when they
may expect you back or hear from you
in the reasonably near future. This gives
them something for which to look forward.

Also it is a fine thing to bring some-
thing along that will serve as a conver-
sation piece. When visiting, you might
bring a letter from one of the family and
read it aloud. Perhaps you have read a
book or a magazine that has sparked your
interest. You might share some interest-
ing features that you enjoyed. Emphasize
the points that impressed you. Thus by

OutAssociation with Older or#lping them you will be helping yourself

to remember things of interest to you.
Old people especially like houseplants or
flowers. These make wonderful gifts if you
are thinking about bringing something
along. If you have knitted something for
them, such personal things are specially
cherished. If you want to give money, put
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it in an envelope and perhaps suggest how
you want them to spend it. Photo albums
of family members, foodstuffs, some fa-
vorite dish, delight the older ones.

Watch out for fatigue and discourage-
ment. Older ones do not have the strength
of youth. Minimize their mistakes. Keep
your conversation positive, not critical or
carping. Admire their appearance if they
give attention to themselves. If they care
for their possessions and property, notice
it and do not be afraid to compliment them
for their interests. When old folks speak,
listen to them. You may learn something.
Older persons have learned to cope with
much pain and suffering. They may be a
help to you by showing you how to avoid
needless suffering and pitfalls.

As the ancient Jews were under obli-
gation to honor their fathers and mothers,
so today Christians are under no less an
obligation. The apostle Paul advised Timo-
thy: “Do not severely criticize, an older
man. To the contrary, entreat him as a
father, younger men as brothers, older
women as mothers.”—1 Tim. 5:1, 2.

We can show our concern by visiting

them and making them a part of our life.
We can greet them when opportunity af-
fords and sincerely demonstrate that we
are pleased to have them in our midst.
If distance prevents us from seeing them
in person as often as we would like, there
is always the telephone or we can reach
them by mail. The sound of your voice
ot, reading a letter from you about your
life and the thought that you cared enough
to remember are loving rewards to the
aged. These things cost us so little, but
they mean so very much.

For many, the time of old age may be
like the late afternoon of a summer’s day,
when the shadows have grown long but
the light still lingers, and there are still
bird songs in the treetops and the twilight
is peace. In association with such older
ones we often learn what the vital issues
of life are. They, like the earth, may be
filled with treasures, unknown treasures
still to be discovered and enjoyed. When
young folks seek their company it is a
kindness, and they themselves are en-
riched with blessings that only the older
ones can give.

She Changed Her Style of Dress

During her house-to-house ministry a witness of Jehovah in Columbus, Geor-
gia, met a fashionable young woman. She was a Presbyterian and taught Sun-
day school. Her preacher taught the modern concept of “free thinkers'* and that
“mod dress” was part of their “expression.” All of her dresses were of micro-mini

length.
This woman accepted the free home Bible study offered by the Witness. In time
it was tactfully drawn to her attention that the Bible teaches modesty of dress for
Christian women. (1 Tim. 2:9, 10) Though she came to the Kingdom Hall wearing
her usual-length dresses, the Witnesses warmly welcomed her. And she casually
observed the modest dress of the women in the Kingdom Hall.
As she studied the Bible she began to see that her religious leader had misguided
her. Now she realized that one is either under the spirit of Jehovah or under the
spirit of the world. She cried. But she showed so much appreciation for God’s
truth that she began recommending it to others.

Soon she appeared at the Kingdom Hall with a dress on that was of modest
length. The Witnesses there all rejoiced with her. Truly, the truth of God helps
persons to make over their minds in harmony with the will of God.—Rom. 12:1, 2.
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HE science of geology has contrib-

T uted to man’s knowledge of his
home, the earth. By means of the
work of skilled geologists much has
been learned about the makeup of
our planet.

However, dedicated Christians, who have
been convinced by ample evidence that
the Holy Bible is truly the Word of God,
have taken note of apparent discrepancies
between geology and the creation account
of Genesis. They have noted assertions
made by geologists that organic life has
been in existence here on earth for hun-
dreds of millions of years. There is a vast
difference, indeed, between these claims
and the evidence in the Holy Scriptures
that life has existed here, not for hundreds
of millions but, at most, for tens of thou-
sands of years. (Gen. 1:20-28; 2:1-3; Heb.
4:1-11) What, then, of these claims made
by most geologists of our day? Has the
Genesis account of creation been dis-
proved? Let us see.

Geologists have classified the rocks that
make up our globe into three basic cate-
gories: (1) igneous; (2) sedimentary and
(3) metamorphic.

Igneous rocks have solidified from a
molten state and form the foundation of
the earth. They are, therefore, called “pri-
mary.” Granite is an example of this rock.

The sedimentary rocks are more recent
in origin and have been formed either by
accumulation of fragments of older rocks
or by the wearing away of older rock due
to chemical precipitation. They are found
resting upon one another in layers, called
strata. Although geologists have discov-
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HYPOTHETICAL
STRUCTURE

ered vast thicknesses of such strata, they
represent only a shallow layer on the ig-
neous and metamorphic foundation of the
crust.

Metamorphic rocks have undergone a
change from previous igneous or sedimen-
tary rocks by the action of heat, pressure
and fluid. Marble is an example of such
an occurrence, it being originally lime-
stone.

The “Geologic Column”

The sedimentary rocks especially are
packed with fossils. So, the question nat-
urally arises, How and when did all these
sedimentary rocks with their abundance
of fossils get there?

In an effort to answer this question
geologists have created a hypothetical
structure known as the “geologic column.”
This is a chart found in textbooks of geol-
ogy. It divides the alleged history of life
on earth into four principal eras: (1) Pre-
cambrian; (2) Paleozoic (era of old life);
(3) Mesozoic (era of middle life); (4) Ce-
nozoic (era of recent life). These eras are
subdivided into twelve periods and finally
into epochs. A time scale has been at-
tached to this chart giving ages ranging
into thousands of millions of years.

Is it true that if a person were to dig
down into the earth he would find the rock
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strata in that sequence? Are the ages as-
signed to the different life-forms reliable?

Uniformitarianism a Foundation

Upon closer examination it becomes ap-
parent that the above “geologic column”
has been built up upon two other theories
as foundation pillars—“uniformitarian-
ism” and organic evolution.

What is meant by uniformitarianism?
This teaches basically that “the present is
the key to the past” or that geological
processes have always been uniform. Thus,
by measuring what is going on in the seas
and on the earth at present, geologists feel
that they can deduce what has taken place
in the past.

The theory was suggested in the eigh-
teenth century but did not receive general
acceptance until the publication of Sir
Charles Lyell's Principles of Geology
(1830-1833). In explanation of this idea
Lyell pioneered the opinion that all the
sedimentary rocks were deposited by ex-
tremely slow processes, such as rain wash-
ing loose sand down a mountain slope to
a river; the river carrying these sediments
into the sea. We are told that the sea basin
would fill up, the water being pushed over
onto the former land area. Then the pro-
cess starts over again. And thus the con-
tinents have seesawed back and forth for
countless aeons of time.

In this way uniformitarianism purports
to account for the thousands of feet of
sedimentary rock that encircles the “pri-
mary” rock of our earth. Of course, thou-
sands of millions of years would be re-
quired for such a process.

Evolution Theory Involved

It is interesting to note that shortly af-
ter Lyell published the above-mentioned
book, Charles Darwin's The Origin of
Species appeared. He seized upon the new-
born theory of geology as the long-sought
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answer to explain his idea of organic evo-
lution by natural selection and survival
of the fittest.

What Darwin needed was what uni-
formitarianism offered—unlimited time.
Commenting on this, Don L. Eicher in his
book Geologic Time stated: “Lyell's wide
influence prepared the ground for succeed-
ing accomplishments of the nineteenth cen-
tury, including those of Charles Darwin,
whose ideas on the gradual development
of living things could not have flourished
without the intellectual framework of vast
time.”

Geologists then became accustomed to
explaining their discoveries in terms of
evolution. Strata containing fossils of
“simple” organisms were considered older
than those with more complex ones. Thus,
with uniformitarianism and evolution
as the two main supporting pillars, the
“geologic column” was constructed.

The Truth About the Column”

When confronted with the chart, stu-
dents of geology may assume the rock
strata actually follow, one after the other,
in that exact order. But is that the case?

Note what American geologist T. C.
Chamberlain has to say about this: “It is
not possible to proceed directly downward
through the whole succession of bedded
rocks. . .. The full series of strata is made
out only by putting together this data gath-
ered throughout all lands; and even when
this is done, an absolutely complete series
cannot yet be made out, or at least has not
been.”

Further observing that there is no ac-
tual “record of the rocks” in their as-
sumed order is the following admission
from the work Introduction to Geology
(1958; p. 11) by H. E. Brown, V. E. Mon-
nett and J. W. Stovall:

“Whatever his method of approach, the
geologist must take cognizance of the fol-
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lowing facts. . . . There no place on the
earth where a complete record of the rocks
is present. Some areas have been the sites
of deposition of sediment for millions of
years, whereas other regions have been
subjected to the wearing action of nat-
ural agencies for equal periods of time.
To reconstruct the history of the earth,
scattered bits of information from thou-
sands of locations all over the world must
be pieced together. The results will be at
best only a very incomplete record. If the
complete story of the earth is compared
to an encyclopedia of thirty volumes, then
we can seldom hope to find even one com-
plete volume in a given area. Sometimes
only a few chapters, perhaps only a para-
graph or two, will be the total geological
contribution of a region; indeed, we are
often reduced to studying scattered bits
of information more nearly comparable to
a few words or letters.”

In other words, the entire geologic
column, with its high-sounding eras, peri-
ods and epochs, is merely a matter of
guesswork, a hypothetical structure. There
is no place on earth where such a succes-
sion of rock strata exists.

Recently Professor of Geology Richard
M. Pearl commented on this matter as
follows on page 14 of the book, 1001 Ques-
tions Answered About Earth Science
(1969): *“Obviously, then, the geologic
record in any area is far from complete.
This fact was first perceived by Charles
Darwin in his classic book ‘Origin of Spe-
cies’ (1859), where he expressed his belief
that more of geologic time is represented
by breaks than by strata.”

Upside-down Conditions of Strata

But not only that. Often geologists have
found rock layers resting on one another
in the reverse order; that is, a stratum
having fossils of simple organisms on top
of one having more complex ones.
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Byron C. Nelson, in his book The Deluge
Story in Stone, refers to an area compris-
ing part of Montana, Alberta and British
Columbia, fully 7,000 square miles, where
Precambrian rock (said to be formed over
a thousand million years ago) lies above
“Cretaceous” strata (which are supposed
to be less than two hundred and fifty
thousand years old).

Is the Present a Key to the Past?

If we examine a pillar of geology’'s hypo-
thetical structure, namely, uniformitarian-
ism with its teaching that “the present is
the key to the past,” we notice here, too,
serious problems.

One might assume that.it would be a
simple matter to measure the annual rate
of the formation of sediment today and
then to calculate how long it would take
to deposit the various thicknesses of sed-
imentary rock found on the earth. But
this method presents many difficulties.

Illustrating the problem are comments
found on page 111 of the current textbook,
Principles of Geology by Gilluly, Waters
and Woodford. The authors there refer to
a 500-foot thickness of chalk in the Paris
Basin and go on to say: “The strata of
chalk are composed of skeletons of minute
animals and plants. Similar deposits are
accumulating today at rates so slow as to
defy precise measurement—certainly no
more than a few millimeters per century
and probably much less.”

To complicate matters further, the rates
of sedimentation in different places vary
greatly, and few have been measured ac-
curately. As to the thought of obtaining
an annual average, the same publication
points out that it “can only be guessed at.”

There is another problem, too. The type
of sediment being deposited today is unlike
any that is found in the rock strata. The
noted geologist Archibald Geikie com-
mented on this in his Textbook of Geology

AWAKE!



as follows: “We know what are the leading
characters of the accumulations now form-
ing on the deeper parts of the ocean-floor.
So far as we know, they have no analogues
among the formations of the earth's
crust.”

What of the impressive ages that geol-
ogists assign to their time scale based upon
the decay of radioactive elements found
in certain rocks? The publishers of this
magazine have
often pointed out
that age deter-
mination by ra-
dioactive de-
cay methods is
fraught with un-
certainties. One
of the difficulties of assigning ages to
rock strata by this means is referred to
by Henry Faul, in his book, of Rocks,
Planets, and Stars: “Rocks that are suit-
able for age measurement and at the same
time reliably correlated with the strati-
graphic sequence are very rare.”

Geologists have certainly proved woe-
fully lacking with their time measure-
ments based upon uniformitarianism and
evolution. Far from the present geological
processes being a key to the past, they
“have no analogues” in the stratified for-
mations of the earth. In fact, they cannot
even be accurately measured. Besides that,
rock layers are frequently found “upside-
down” and “more of geologic time is
represented by breaks than by strata.”

How, then, did the huge masses of sed-
imentary rocks with their innumerable
fossils get there?

NEXT

Will

Strata Deposited Rapidly

In pursuing the answer it is interesting
to note that the rock strata literally teem
with fossils that show clear evidence of
having been deposited rapidly.

Scottish geologist Hugh Miller made
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Why Is Man’s Life-Span So Short?
It Ever Be Different?

painstaking investigations of a species of
rock called the “old red sandstone” (part
of the “Devonian” system in the geologic
column). Miller took particular note of its
abundance of fossil fish and the peculiar
positions in which they are found en-
tombed in the rock. What was his con-
clusion as to how they got there?

On pages 221, 222 of The Old Red Sand-
stone Mr. Miller answers: “At this period
of our history,
some terrible
catastrophe in-
volved in sudden
destruction the
fish of an area
at least a hun-
dred miles from
boundary to boundary. . . . The innumer-
able existences were annihilated at once.”

Able geologists have drawn similar con-
clusions with regard to all the stratified
rocks. British geologist Sir Henry Howorth
in The Glacial Nightmare and the Flood
pointed out that “Nature has at times
worked with enormous energy and rapid-
ity. . . . the rocky strata teem with evi-
dence of violent and sudden dislocations
on a great scale.”

Evidence of catastrophe has been no-
ticed not only in the stratified rocks, but
also in the deposits that are on the surface
of our globe. Time and again observers
have been impressed at finding huge boul-
ders sitting on top of the earth far from
their sources. Some of these blocks, called
“erratics,” weigh thousands of tons and
apparently have traversed hundreds of
miles of distance to their present loca-
tions.

Modern geologists, proceeding accord-
ing to the uniformitarian principle, usually
say they were carried there on top of huge
glaciers during lengthy ice ages of the
so-called “Pleistocene” epoch. They allege



that when the glaciers melted they left
the boulders where we now find them.

But there are many considerations that
prove this theory to be unacceptable. One
problem is that glaciers move only by
force of gravity and, therefore, from high-
er elevations downward. However, the “er-
ratic” boulders are frequently found at
levels thousands of feet higher than their
places of origin. To cite just one case, we
find on the summit of Mt. Washington
boulders of gray gneiss (a form of meta-
morphic rock) which were evidently car-
ried there from a source “three to four
thousand feet lower than their present
elevation.”

Harmony of Genesis and Geology

But Bible students have often found
that the Holy Scriptures provide satisfy-
ing solutions to problems left unsolved
by scientific theories. In Genesis chapters
six to eight we read of an earth-wide flood
that brought an end to an era of wicked-
ness. But would such a flood be equal to
the task of uprooting and transporting the
immense “erratic” boulders that we find
strewn over the surfaces of the earth?
Could it also account for the widespread
destruction and sudden entombment in
rocky matrices of countless thousands of
organisms, great and small, that have been
found in the fossil-bearing rocks?

The above-quoted Sir Henry Howorth
noted that over the entire length of Siberia
some cause swept away, simultaneously,
all forms of earthly life. What did he con-
sider the cause to be?

In search of the answer he wrote in The
Mammoth and the Flood: “We want a
cause that should kill the animals, and yet
not break to pieces their bodies, or even

mutilate them, . . . which would bury the
bodies as well as Kkill the animals,
which could sweep together animals of
different sizes and species, and mix them
with trees and other debris of vegetation.
What cause competent to do this is known
to us, except rushing water on a great
scale? . . . Water ... is the only cause
known to me capable of doing the work
on a scale commensurate with the effects
we see in Siberia.”

How well this agrees with the inspired
Word of Jehovah God! Indeed, how accu-
rate the Bible is when it says: “And the
waters became overwhelming and kept
increasing greatly upon the earth . . . And
the waters overwhelmed the earth so
greatly that all the tall mountains that
were under the whole heavens came to be
covered.”—Gen. 7:18, 19.

Geology based on fact rather than guess-
work supports the Bible record. From it
we see clear evidence of the pre-Flood
earth teeming with luxuriant vegetation
and animal life having been suddenly
plunged into watery destruction.

But when geological textbooks confront
us with a theoretical time apparatus based
upon uniformitarianism and evolution we
want to remember that the facts do not
support this conjecture. No, but there are
huge gaps in the “record of the rocks,”
“upside-down” conditions of the strata,
“evidence of violent and sudden disloca-
tions on a great scale” and distribution of
huge “erratic” boulders far from their
native source. All these things unite in
revealing the “geologic column” with its
accompanying time scale to be just what
it is—a hypothetical structure that does
not represent the truth.

Car Failures
e The American Automobile Association said that about 11,000,000 of
its members had about 14,000,000 flat tires in 1967, which represents a
28.6-percent decline from the previous year. However, its members also
reported 581,000 brake failures—up 31.4 percent from the previous year.
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«\V T ITH prices what they are today,

VV 1 just don't know what to feed
my family anymore.” Do those words
sound familiar? Do they echo your senti-
ments? Many housewives find they can no
longer purchase foods they once did and
still stay within their budgets. The reason
is that food prices throughout the world
have risen so much in the last decade. And
in the United States more than one third
of the increase between 1964 and 1968 was
due to a 15-percent rise in meat, poultry
and fish prices.

Many are finding it increasingly difficult
to make ends meet. The current plight of
the American consumer has received a
great deal of attention and many are the
proposals to arrest the hike in food prices.
Despite various steps taken on federal or
local levels to protect the interests of the
consumer, it is finally up to the average
housewife to achieve savings on her own.
She knows just what areas she can cut
down without jeopardizing the family’s
health. To achieve this goal she must know
which foods are essential for their health
and which they can do without.

Basic requirements for adequate nutri-
tion may be roughly divided into four
groups:

(1) Meats and substitutes for meat, em-
bracing eggs, cheese, nuts, soybeans, and
so forth.

(2) Bread, flour and various cereals
(grains).

(3) Milk and milk products.

(4) Fruits and vegetables in as great a
variety as possible.
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For those who do not relish drinking
the recommended two to three cups of
milk per day for adults and three to four
cups for children, it can be used in other
forms. It is recommended by nutrition ex-
perts that housewives plan their menus
around such basic requirements to ensure
that their families eat the right foods.

How to Cut Meat Prices

Knowing which foods are essential is
important. But if the average housewife
is to cut her food expenses to any appre-
ciable degree, she must first start with
meat—usually the highest item in her
food bill. She can watch for specials in
the newspapers and build her menus
around the meat bargains of the week.
Perhaps it will be advantageous to buy
liver and lower-cost cuts of meat such as
rump, neck, flank, chuck or bottom round.
Rib chops are relatively inexpensive.
Blade shoulder steaks are even more eco-
nomical. Ham shank is just as flavorful as
ham butt, yet much less expensive.

The redeeming feature is that these cuts
are just as high in food value as the more
expensive ones. The only difference is that
more care must be taken in cooking them,
since they may be less tender. Tongue is
another money saver. When braised in an
aromatic sauce and properly garnished, it
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is delicious, and yet is often only half the
price of beef!

Low-cost meat, however, is not always
economical. Sometimes it contains much
inedible waste. So, in comparing the basic
cost, it is best to figure out the cost per
serving. A pound of ground chuck, for
example, may provide four servings. If it
costs 69 cents a pound, that means about
17 cents a serving. How does that compare
with some other item?

Foods That Satisfy

Once it is appreciated that meat is not
the only protein, there can be a start at
some real economizing. There are other
foods rich in protein, but for best results
they need to be prepared and served with
special care so that they will be both
inviting in appearance and delicious to the
taste.

Fish is one of those protein foods, and
in some areas it can be obtained at low
cost. A great variety of fish foods are now
available in ever-increasing supply—mus-
sels, scallops, periwinkles, sea urchins.
They can be baked, planked, pan- or deep-
fat-fried, poached or steamed, whichever
method brings out the best in each one.
Are you keeping your eye on the fish
market?

The egg is another satisfier that is a
complete protein. It, too, can be prepared
in a variety of ways—from the hard-
boiled egg to the exquisite souffle. No
wonder it is so popular!

Some foods, though not being complete
proteins such as eggs, still contain valu-
able protein. These foods, such as peas,
navy and lima beans, are often called
“incomplete” proteins because they do not
contain as many of the essential amino
acids. Lentils are another example. They
combine with many foods to provide satis-
fying yet inexpensive dishes.
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The fact of the matter is that not every
meal needs to be a high-protein one. There
are other dishes that are quite satisfying.
The humble potato is an example. It is
astonishing the number of ways it can be
prepared and served up in tasty dishes,
alone or in combination with other foods.
If a cook runs- out of ideas in this regard,
she may be able to compare notes with
her neighbors. Then there is also rice.
White rice and brown rice offer plenty of
scope, and can be cooked either as a potato
substitute or as dessert. It all depends on
what seasoning or flavoring is added.

There are many more one-dish meals
that can provide satisfying meals: maca-
roni, spaghetti and tomato sauce, stuffed
eggplant, chicken chow mein, stuffed
green peppers, to name but a few. True,
these present a challenge to the skill of
the cook, for they are often expected to
rival the meat dish in appeal and taste.
But the effort is well worth while, for it
will add variety to your menus while also
cutting costs.

Shopping Takes Skill

Are you a skillful shopper? Do you
know what to buy, where to buy, and,
most important, when to buy? It is a
skill that can be acquired, and there are
many aids. Food specials are usually ad-
vertised by radio, TV and in the public
press. If you can obtain at a saving items
you use frequently, it is worth while to
purchase an extra quantity, as long as
there is no problem as to storage. But
make sure that you do not involve your-
self in extra travel cost that can easily
wipe out any gain from buying at a bar-
gain price. It is best if you can find a
place that is close to home where food
bargains can be had.

The first thing the wise shopper will do,
before leaving home, is to check the pan-
try shelves and make a list of items that
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are running low. In this way the house-
keeper will be buying necessary things. It
will tend to prevent compulsive buying, or
running up a large bill for items that are
not really essential.

It is good, too, to get into the habit of
reading labels. Said one housewife: “Al-
though I've been shopping for years, I've
only recently become label-conscious. Now
I'm not influenced any more by deceptive
sales slogans. Now | read the labels to see
what I am actually getting before 1 buy,
and it makes a big difference.” The labels
should tell the ingredients as well as the
quantity or weight. A little mental arith-
metic should determine whether it is more
economical to buy the small or the large
can of some commodity.

Some supermarkets offer their own
private-label foods at a lower price than
nationally advertised brands of the same
products. Why not try these private
brands sometime? You may find them to
be of just as good quality as those that
are so cleverly promoted on billboards or
by TV and radio. Indeed, in some cases
it will be the identical product retailed
under different labels.

And while we are on the subject of la-
bels, another matter for consideration by
the judicious shopper is the cost of pack-
aging. Some food products are dressed up
in special containers, the cost of which
is passed on to the purchasing public. To
be practical, it pays to be more concerned
about the product itself than about the
way it is packed, no matter how attractive
it looks.

Also to be kept in mind is the use you
are going to make of your purchase. If the
item is canned tomatoes, there are top-
quality brands as well as those of lesser
quality. However, if the tomatoes are to
be used in soup or spaghetti sauce, high
quality is not a must.' The difference in
quality may be that one lacks the high
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color of the other, or one brand has more
whole tomatoes than the other.

The time to buy such perishables as
fruits and vegetables is important. To buy
these just because they appeal to the eye,
and regardless of season, can involve un-
warranted expense. It should be simple to
find out the plentiful season for each item,
the season when they can be bought for
less. True, one can buy frozen fruits and
vegetables, but can it be done at a reason-
able cost?

The wise shopper will also take into
account the waste factor when purchasing
fruits and vegetables. Of the total volume,
in any purchase, how much will be thrown
away? This is important in determining
the real cost. And another point worth
giving some thought to: Is it really nec-
essary to throw away so much of the
peelings and trimmings of vegetables and
potatoes? When cutting raw celery for the
table, for example, could the less attrac-
tive cuttings be saved in a plastic bag and
used later for soup or salad?

The shopper might also ask herself, Am
I in a rut when it comes to purchasing
vegetables? There is a wide range to
choose from, and most of them are ex-
cellent for salad-making. Consider, for in-
stance, some of these: finocchio (or sweet
fennel), kale, French endive, mustard
greens, escarole, chicory and watercress.
And in the case of lettuce, it should be
kept in mind that those dark green outer
leaves, often foolishly discarded, are rich
in vitamins and minerals.

Meals to Stimulate the Appetite

A good cook can make the simplest of
meals a delightful experience, for she
knows that color, form, flavor and ar-
rangement of the food can have a power-
ful influence on the eater. So, she gives
attention to such items as herbs, spices
and garnishes. A little extra thought and
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a few more minutes in preparing an at-
tractive meal can make the difference.

The color factor in the finished meal
can have a great deal of influence. A dish
of meat that is a drab brown can be
livened up with tomatoes, beets, carrots
or broccoli. Radishes will add a flash of
color to the salad. The attractive appear-
ance of the food stimulates the taste buds
and renders the meal more enjoyable.

Spices and flavorings, used moderately,
can enhance the enjoyment of the meals
and add to the variety of your dishes.
And speaking of variety, it is good to try
out new recipes from time to time. Take
the potato, for instance. It has been said
that there are-more than 1,500 ways to
serve this common commodity. Perhaps
many housewives have used no more than
half a dozen of these. So there is a big
field of adventure here.

Nor is it necessary to cook every veg-
etable. Besides serving them raw in salads,
some of these, such as carrots, onions and
celery, can be served fresh. In this form
they have more nutritional value than
when cooked. Hungry children will gladly
nibble on such items between meals.

Skillful use of leftovers is another way
to achieve economy without sacrificing
taste appeal. With imagination and skill,
very popular dishes can be prepared. For
example, leftover meat can be chopped
guite small and cooked with rice, spiced or
seasoned to just the right degree. Leftover
mashed potatoes can be panfried the next
day.

Love's Contribution to Good Eating

A loving wife and mother is not merely
interested in getting the cooking and serv-
ing of meals over in a hurry. She has
concern about the health and welfare of
the family. When there are school-age
children, there is serious effort to stimu-
late their appetites for plain, nourishing
food. Geography lessons could come alive
right at the dinner table if dishes popular
in faraway lands are worked into the menu
from time to time—Russian borsch, Hun-
garian goulash, Mexican tamales, and so
on. Many of these are quite economical
too. The housewife will find it to her ad-
vantage to experiment and expand the
tastes of her regular customers at the
table. It will take extra time to watch for
food bargains, to make sure that the fam-
ily are receiving adequate nutrition, to
introduce more variety into the menu, to
cut down on wastage. But she herself will
be relieved of monotony and she will enjoy
the satisfaction that she is contributing
toward an economy that is so vital in
these days of rising costs.

There is one vital factor relative to
meals that should never be overlooked or
underestimated. It is free and so does not
need any shopping. Without it, much of
the day-by-day enjoyment of meals would
be lost. What is it? The Bible book of
Proverbs points it out unmistakably: “Bet-
ter is a dish of vegetables where there is
love than a manger-fed bull and hatred
along with it.” (Prov. 15:17) A pleasant,
relaxed atmosphere, founded on love, is
the sound basis for healthful eating.

JQecotd Milk

e The average cow in the United States produces over 7,000 pounds
of milk a year. Some cows average from 10,000 to 12,000. One cow on
record, however, produced more than 42,000 pounds of milk in one year!
During the year, this cow produced more than 70 quarts in a single
day, on several occasions, compared to an average of from 20 to 32

quarts for other cows.
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LET THEM HEAR

HERE are often two sides to a matter.
While you may agree with one side,
are you willing to hear the other?

Hearing the other side of a matter is
the wise course. For one thing, it increases
knowledge of the subject under discus-
sion. It also helps one to understand the
other person’s viewpoint. And even more
important, it is often a good way to ar-
rive at basic truths.

One of the many areas where there is
a need to hear the other side is in the
field of science. It would be naive to think
that today no scientific theory needs fur-
ther examination. Why, there were theo-
ries accepted just a few years ago that
are today discarded.

This willingness to hear the other side
is very much needed regarding the theory
of evolution. In American schools, for ex-
ample, evolution is usually taught without
any mention of other possible explana-
tions for man’'s arrival on earth. As C.
P. Martin, an evolutionist from McGill
University, said of the many students he
observed: “It is not that they are aware
of the difficulties [of the evolution theory]

. and esteem them of little weight or
importance; they never heard of them and
are amazed at the bare possibility of the
accepted theory being criticized.”

Imbalance on Subject

At one time various laws forbade the
teaching of evolution in schools. But many
educators regarded this as tyrannical.
They felt they should be allowed to present
the evidence for evolution. Hence, legal
actions were taken to repeal such laws.
Now evolution can be taught in schools.

However, in large measure the situation
is the same—tyrannical. How so? In that
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THE OTHER SIDE

the evolution promoters now often try to
forbid any other teaching on the subject
of man’s origin.

Is such an attitude really scientific? Is it
fair? Does it promote true education to
saturate students with only one idea as to
man’s origin when many scientists admit
that the evidence is not conclusive at all,
but is primarily conjectural? Why not let
students hear scientific evidence for the
creation of man as being separate and dis-
tinct from animals? Investigation of the
facts on both sides is true education on
such a subject.

How needed this kind of balance is can
be seen from the remarks of one school
principal who said: “You know, we have a
library of over 10,000 books but not one
of them gives the other side of the evolu-
tion theory.” Seeing this imbalance, he ac-
cepted information that gave the other
side.

Others Concerned

Many parents and educators are con-
cerned about this imbalance. They regard
it as educational tyranny to teach un-
proved theories against which no other
ideas are tolerated.

Nor is this a matter of advocating a
certain religion in the classroom. If pre-
senting scientific evidence for evolution is
not considered objectionable, then why
should presenting scientific evidence
against it be considered so?

Some educators are taking steps to bring
this matter into better balance. For exam-
ple, two members of a California state
board appointed to overhaul education pro-
tested when they noted that only evolu-
tionary teaching was recommended regard-
ing man’s origin. Drs. John R. Ford and
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Thomas G. Harward stated that the teach-
ing of evolution should be presented only
as one theory, noting that there are others
such as creation. They proposed that both
sides of the matter should be presented so
that students could make up their own
minds.

In its decision, the ten-member Califor-
nia board voted unanimously to amend
the public school’s scientific framework to
show that “all scientific evidence to date
concerning the origin of life implies a
dualism, or the necessity to use several
theories to fully explain relationships be-
tween established data points.” The board
added: “Science has independently postu-
lated various theories of creation.”

Max Rafferty, state superintendent of
schools in California, said that both sides
of the matter concerning man’s origin
should be presented to the students.

Welcomed to Discuss Other Side

In this regard, a number of educators
have welcomed guest lecturers of Jeho-
vah's witnesses into their classrooms to
discuss the other side. Local representa-
tives, or students who are themselves Je-
hovah's witnesses, are invited to discuss
the matter with students. These discus-
sions have proved very educational and
have been enjoyed by both teachers and
students.

At a Pueblo, Colorado, school the teach-
er allowed a student who is one of Jeho-
vah's witnesses to discuss evolution for an
entire class period. Every student partici-
pated. At a Catholic school in College
Point, New York, a guest lecturer, one of
Jehovah’s witnesses, was given several
class periods to discuss the other side of
evolution. Afterward, groups of students
gathered around for further questions. It
was obvious from their many sincere in-
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quiries that hearing the other side had
stimulated their thinking on the subject.

A teacher at the University of Califor-
nia at Santa Cruz said: “I'm a science
teacher. | teach the science concerned
with the principles of valid reasoning or
logic. We have gone through Darwin’s
theory of evolution, one by Ingersoll, and
two or three other publications on evolu-
tion, and in them we have found absolute-
ly no shred of evidence or logical reason-
ing.” He asked that Jehovah's witnesses
speak to his class and also accepted for
his students’ use the publication Did Man
Get Here
192-page documented discussion of scien-
tific information on evolution that also
gives the other side.

In asking for the same publication for
his students, an associate professor from
the biology department at a college in Fre-
donia, New York, said: “I like to give my
students a chance of evaluating both sides
of an issue.” Another teacher from a ju-
nior college in Chicago who did the same
stated: “l am expected to teach the art of
logical argumentation and to make the
students aware that many seemingly logi-
cal arguments are quite often based upon
prejudice. Feeling that truth is unobtain-
able unless both sides of the argument are
heard, | mentioned this book to my classes
and recommended it for those who are con-
cerned with truth. To my surprise, the
response was overwhelming.”

If you are an educator, Jehovah's wit-
nesses will be happy to arrange for a guest
lecturer or make available to you printed
information showing, from the scientific
viewpoint, what the other side is concern-
ing the theory of evolution. Truth is often
made more evident when both sides of the
argument are heard. So why not let stu-
dents hear the other side?

AWAKE!!
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N MANY church organizations around
the world millions of people attend what
is called Sunday school.

It has been reported that in the United
States alone about 20,000,000 boys and
girls between the ages of three and twelve
attend the Sunday schools of 223 Prot-
estant denominations. There are also
Sunday-school classes for all adult age-
groups.

The potential of Sunday school for do-
ing good is high, since so many are said
to attend. If such a large segment of
people, young and old, could be properly
taught sound Bible principles, backed up
by a wholesome family life, the moral tone
of any nation could be lifted. But are Sun-
day schools bearing such good fruitage?

Problems

Clergymen and parents alike agree that
the Sunday school faces many problems.
High on the list is disappointment with
results.

Disappointment with the results, or end
product, is traceable in part to the mo-
tives that influence parents to send their
children to Sunday school. Many parents
feel that Sunday school is an easy and
popular shortcut to religious education for
the young, relieving themselves of the re-
sponsibility.

There are those who say that this mo-
tive is even outweighed by parental de-
sire for social status. magazine
stated: “In suburban areas, particularly,
parents tend to join churches and send
children to Sunday school to fit in with
community mores. These parents have
little interest in what is being taught—
and why and by whom—or taking part
themselves.”

With such limited interest in the spiri-
tual condition of the young, the end prod-
uct is not hard to predict. In an enrollment
that numbers millions of youngsters, it is
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found that their moral atmosphere is not
any better than that of an equal number
of neighborhood youngsters who have
never seen the inside of a Sunday school.

The main reason singled out for such
a disappointing result is the unwillingness
of the parents to participate with their
children in religious training or back
them up with a Christian atmosphere at
home. So sooner or later the young con-
clude that, since the parents do not have
any real interest in religious training, why
should they?

Who Will Teach?

One of the problems that has led to
such disappointing results is the qualifi-
cation of those who teach Sunday schools.
The National Sunday School Association’s
Donald Reeder said: “The training of lead-
ers and teachers is the greatest single un-
resolved task of the Sunday schools.”

A survey of five denominations, con-
ducted by the National Council of Church-
es, concluded that the church school’s
“greatest weakness” is its teachers’ lack
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of knowledge of their own faith and their
lack of commitment to learning about it
well enough to teach it.

Thus, even though modernization pro-
grams have been instituted, with new text-
books outlining programs, and with visual
aids being provided, still the Sunday-
school structure stands upon a foundation
of quicksand. It is no stronger than the
knowledge of the teachers. And since most
churches are in no position to hire pro-
fessional Sunday-school teachers, they
must depend upon volunteers, often par-
ents who are already busy.

It is hoped that such parents will have
the knowledge and determination to im-
part good religious training because they
come from families that are tight religious
groups. They presume that such parents
regularly pursue religious instruction and
set good examples in their homes.

However, the assumption that tight-knit
religious families with good knowledge
can supply adequate volunteer teachers is
not a reality. Indeed, deterioration of
family religious life is a basic weakness
upon which the entire Sunday-school pro-
gram falters. As one volunteer Sunday-
school teacher lamented: “Many young-
sters come from homes, so-called religious
homes, where God or love or faith is sel-
dom, if ever, mentioned.” Teachers are
drawn from such families where parents
often do not have sufficient knowledge
even to instruct their own young properly,
much less others.

Nor are Protestants alone in this dilem-
ma. A survey noted the reluctance of
Catholic and Jewish parents as well to
“consider religious training part of their
job at home.” Thus, a joint study by the
Carnegie Corporation and the Federal Of-
fice of Education found that Catholic-

school religious education is “virtually
wasted” on the large majority of the
students.
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What to Teach?

Another critical problem of Sunday
schools today revolves around what the
youngsters should be taught. Some adults
ask: “What is being taught? the Bible?
denominational dogma? Christian morals?
social and political ethics? or what?”

Some parents, and some educators, such
as Professor Marcus Barth of the Univer-
sity of Chicago, have defended teaching
the Bible as “not just the best tool for
Sunday school, but the only one that is
reliable.”

However, the architects of many
Sunday-school courses have had serious
problems with teaching the Bible. They
have discovered that the Bible's teachings
often undermine church dogma. Another
problem is that many of the teachers, in-
deed most of them, do not really know
how to use the Bible. They are not famil-
iar with its teachings, even with its teach-
ings as explained by their church. Hence,
many give the Bible only lip service in
teaching Sunday school.

This reflects the fact that religious lead-
ers have lost touch with God’'s Word, the
Bible. It is like a closed book to them.
Their hesitancy in using the Bible, their
inability really to teach its truths to oth-
ers, their failure to apply its laws, prin-
ciples and prophecies to modern life, have
resulted in gross confusion.

This reminded a Bible student of the
burning sarcasm of the prophet Isaiah,
who declared: “And for you men the vi-
sion of everything becomes like the words
of the book that has been sealed up, which
they give to someone knowing the writing,
saying: ‘Read this out loud, please,’ and
he has to say: ‘I am unable, for it is sealed
up.’ Isa. 29:11.

As for teaching church dogma, this too
has reached a dead end. Many consider
that teaching dogma is “narrow” and
“separatist,” while the ecumenical move-
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ment calls for casting off religious differ-
ences. In noting that such teaching would
be outmoded, Gerald H. Slusser, professor
of theology at Missouri’s Eden Theologi-
cal Seminary, stated: “In the average
family Aunt Millie might have become a
Christian Scientist; Brother Bill has been
to college and become an agnostic; Father
does not say so, but he has adopted the
American free-enterprise religion of ‘get
rich quick.””

Hence, fashioners of “modern” Sunday-
school teaching programs compromise,
trying to please everybody and offend no
one. But a father complained: “My son,
who is seven, has been taught that God
is everywhere. | think my son is getting
a tremendously confused idea of things™’

Posing Problems—Offering No Solutions

One popular device in “modern” Sun-
day schools is to pose “real-life problems”
to students, but offer no solutions.

A text used by the Lutheran Church of
America entitled “Is It Christian?” raises
such problems as this: A sixteen-year-old
tries to reconcile his sense of right and
wrong with his desire to ‘go along with
the gang.” Instead of getting home from
a school dance by midnight as ordered by
his parents, he “wonders if a good solu-
tion might be to wait till after 1 A.M. and
then call home with an excuse for getting
in later.”

Each class member is required to work
out his answer as to what he would do.
The text gives no direction because, ac-
cording to Dr. W. Kent Gilbert, chairman
of the Parish Education Board of the
Lutheran Church in America, “a religious
person responds to a situation in what he
believes is the way nearest to God’s will.
But there are no all-right or all-wrong
answers.”

How the students learned what God’s
will is in the first place is not explained.

SEPTEMBER 22,1910

Yet without direction, they are supposed
to answer such questions based on their
knowledge of God’'s will. What do you
think would happen if these youngsters
were switched to a mechanics class where
the instructor has never explained how to
put a motor together, but who then gives
them one already taken apart and says:
“Now, students, put the motor back to-
gether again and tell me why you did it
that way” ?

Failure

Already many of the operators of Sun-
day schools consider them spiritually
bankrupt. In July 1967 a conference of
Catholic and Protestant teachers and pas-
tors met to wrestle with the problem of
what to do about religious education. They
concluded that the church school in its
present form is beyond saving!

According to The Christian Century,
the conference “seemed to agree that the
denominational approach to Christian edu-
cation is dead.” Out of the conference
came a proposal that the traditional Sun-
day school be replaced, or at least sup-
plemented by community schools. These
community schools would be staffed and
operated on a volunteer basis by mem-
bers of the community and would supple-
ment the public school system.

All of this amounts to an admission
that the churches discredit themselves as
sources of spiritual knowledge, training
and strength. They would resign the task
of religious education to the community,
to the same people who already confess to
being unwilling and unable to teach Sun-
day school.

Perhaps you may feel that the situation
is not all that bad. Yet, if you or your
children have attended Sunday school, it
would be well to ask yourself what you
have learned. So let us take a deeper look
at this aspect of the matter.
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RE your children among the

many millions who attend Sun-
day school? Do you yourself attend
an adult Sunday school? Over the months
and years, what has your family learned?

Have you learned who God is, what his
purposes and requirements are? Have you
learned why man dies, where the dead
are, why God permits wickedness, how he
will rid the earth of the horrible condi-
tions existing today? Have you learned
what the destiny of man and the earth is?
Have you learned what the hope is for
those who love God and want to serve
him? Have you learned what God requires
of you?

Study Courses

The course of study you and your chil-
dren follow in Sunday school may have
been prepared by your own religious de-
nomination. Or it may be provided by
sources that specialize in publishing
Sunday-school courses for many denomi-
nations. Among Sunday schools in the
United States, many study the Uniform Se-
ries of International Sunday School Les-
sons. The 1970 International Lesson An-
nual provides a full year’s course of study.

Yet, just what have such courses taught
you or your children about God and his
purposes? It might startle you to look in
this Sunday-school Annual and examine it
carefully only to discover that many vital
subjects such as noted above are not seri-
ously treated. But surely such doctrines
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regarding God and his purposes belong in
any course that is designed to give accu-
rate knowledge of the Bible. Such matters
bear on your eternal destiny, involving
life and death.

Had the Bible not contained so much
material explaining vital doctrines, we
would need only a fraction of its 66 books,
its 1,189 chapters or its 31,173 verses as
found in the
modern critics know better than God what
man needs? If much of his Word was un-
necessary, would God have inspired its
writing? The truth is: “All Scripture is in-
spired of God and beneficial for teaching,
for reproving, for setting things straight,
for disciplining in righteousness, that the
man of God may be fully competent, com-
pletely equipped for every good work.”
—2 Tim. 3:16, 17.

The doctrines that are touched upon in
the Annual are treated delicately, open-
endedly, or only in part. Apparently the
editors have taken great care not to of-
fend any denomination. But in doing so
they water down the Bible's forceful mes-
sage and offend the Author of the Bible,
Jehovah God.—lIsa. 29:13, 14.

Trinity Teaching

One of the central teachings of the
churches that is included in the popular
Annual has to do with the relationship of
God, Jesus Christ and the holy spirit.
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In God’'s Word, the Bible, it is simply
and clearly stated that Jesus Christ is
God’s Son. Never did Jesus claim to be
God. He always showed that God is his
Father. And the Bible teaches that the
holy spirit is God’s active force.

When Jesus was baptized in the river
Jordan, God said from heaven: “This is
my Son, the beloved, whom | have ap-
proved.” (Matt. 3:17) Jesus said: “I seek,
not my own will, but the will of him that
sent me.” (John 5:30) He also said: “The
Father is greater than | am.” (John 14:
28) The apostle Paul stated: “The head
of the Christ is God.” (1 Cor. 11:3) The
apostle Peter said to Jesus: “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Matt.
16:16) And Acts 2:1-4 shows that God’s
spirit is not a person, but a force, because
people were “filled with holy spirit.” If it
were a person, as Trinitarians claim, could
it be ‘poured out’? Could others be “filled”
with it? No, you cannot ‘pour out’ or be
“filled” with another person.

However, the Annual says, in reference
to Peter's words at Matthew 16:16: “As
we use those words today, we tend to read
into them the familiar trinitarian formula
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit that de-
veloped later.” Yet, the Annual admits:
“Actually, this may be sound theological-
ly; but in that day, among the Christians,
the title ‘Son’ referred not to the second
person of the Trinity, but to the Jewish
Messiah.”

This admits that the men whom Jesus
taught had nothing to do with any Trinity
teaching. That teaching was “developed
later” by those who fell away from the
Christian faith. But the Annual prefers to
set aside the plain Biblical teaching that
Jesus is not God, and that the holy
spirit is a force, not a person. It accepts
the false doctrine of the Trinity.
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Satan the Devil

The Bible also clearly teaches that
wickedness originated with a mighty spir-
it creature who rebelled against God. He
is called Satan and Devil. (Rev. 12:9)
Jesus believed in the existence of Satan.
When tempted by Satan, he replied: “Go
away, Satan! For it is written, ‘It is Jeho-

vah your God you must worship.’ "—Matt.
4:10.
However, the Sunday-school Annual

states: “In New Testament times Satan
was thought of as head of a host of demons
who helped him in his evil work.” But
rather than believe what Jesus and those
first-century Christians personally be-
lieved and taught, and what God’'s own
Word the Bible says, the Annual com-
ments: “It is difficult to think of Jesus
being tempted by such a figure in actual
form.... In attempting to describe a spiri-
tual experience one often must use con-
crete symbols.”

Hence, Satan is reduced to a mere fig-
ure of speech, someone that did not really
exist. But who should know best whether
he exists or not? Does not God know?
Did not Jesus also know? And does not
God’'s own inspired Word tell us better
than today’s critics who want to water
down the Bible?

Making You Part of a Doomed World

The International Sunday School Les-
sons Annual for 1970 also says: “God rec-
onciles the world to himself, not just the
church or the individual believer. ... we
believe that there is one God and that all
the world is his. . . . Jesus never wavered
from his conviction that this is essentially
a good world. He never taught that men
should withdraw from it.”

But what if it is not God’s purpose to
convert this wicked world, but to destroy
it instead? If this is so, then those who
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attend Sunday school are not being taught
the truth. They are being asked to become
part of a world that is doomed to destruc-
tion by God himself.

Who rules this world of mankind that
is not doing God’'s will? Is it Jehovah God?
No, it is ruled by Satan the Devil. Re-
member, the apostle John declared: “The
whole world is lying in the power of the
wicked one.” (1 John 5:19) Jesus called
the Devil “the ruler of the world.”—John
14:30.

The Bible clearly says that God's king-
dom, his heavenly government, “will crush
and put an end to all these kingdoms, and
it itself will stand to times indefinite.”
(Dan. 2:44) If the kingdoms of this world
were God’'s, why would he destroy them
and replace them with his heavenly king-
dom for which Jesus taught Christians to
pray?—Matt. 6:9, 10.

Jesus said of himself and his followers:
“They are no part of the world, just as |
am no part of the world.” (John 17:16)
So he did not love the wicked world. He
set the example for his followers by not
getting involved in its affairs. Why, at
one time when some people wanted to
make him a political ruler, “Jesus, know-
ing they were about to come and seize
him to make him king, withdrew again
into the mountain all alone.”—John 6:15.

Hence, the attempts of churches and
their Sunday-school courses to involve
people in the affairs of this doomed world
are really apostasy in God'’s sight.

Do you want your children to learn to
be part of a world that God will destroy
soon? Or do you want your family to learn
about God’'s purpose to establish a new
order, a Paradise here on earth where
God-fearing persons will live forever in
peace and happiness, where sickness, sor-
row and even death will be things of the
past? As the Bible says: “God himself
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will be with them. And he will wipe out
every tear from their eyes, and death will
be no more, neither will mourning nor
outcry nor pain be any more. The former
things have passed away.”—Rev. 21:3, 4.

Can theTruth Be Found?

This article has reviewed only three of
many Sunday-school teachings that are
outright contradictions of God’'s Word.
Other important Bible teachings are also
left in confusion. That is why if you ask
those who go to Sunday school to answer
questions such as those raised earlier in
this article, you will usually find they can-
not answer or cannot back up their an-
swers from the Bible.

However, many persons will say: “Why
bother about doctrines? They only lead to
confusion. You could never sift through
religious confusion and find the truth even
if you tried.”

But does the Creator of our mental fac-
ulties and our desire to worship share that
attitude? Definitely not. Instead, He says:
“ ‘Come, now, you people, and let us set
matters straight between us,’ says Jeho-
vah.” (Isa. 1:18) If it were impossible to
“set matters straight,” why would the
psalmist pray: “Teach me to do your will,
for you are my God”?—Ps. 143:10.

Then, too, if the truth were beyond men,
would Jesus have said: “You will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free”?
(John 8:32) Jesus knew the truth. So did
his followers. Your having God’s approval
depends upon your taking in knowledge of
the truth about God!

So do you think it pleases God to have
men teach in God’s name, yet teach things
contrary to God’'s Word? Is that what you
want to learn? Is that what you want
your children to*learn? If not, how can
you learn the truth?
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"AVE you learned
H in Sunday school
about God's marvelous
purpose to make the
earth a Paradise? It is
not likely, for one of
the most glaring proofs
of failure is the fact
that Sunday-school courses devote very lit-
tle time to Bible prophecy.

Yet, the Bible contains a great deal
about prophecy, about what the future
holds. These prophecies were written for
the guidance of God's people. Amos 3:7
says: “For the Lord Jehovah will not do
a thing unless he has revealed his confi-
dential matter to his servants the proph-
ets.”

If the leaders in the church systems
were God's true servants, would their
Sunday-school textbooks have so little to
say about what the future holds and about
how God will solve the horrible conditions
of today?

If your Sunday school follows the Inter-
national Sunday School Lesson series, note
how the Annual waters down the subject
of Bible prophecy in a veiled reference to
the work of Jehovah’s witnesses who do
study and teach Bible prophecy. It says:

“The second coming of Christ is an im-
portant theme in the New Testament. . . .
Who among us has not seen the slogan,
‘Millions now living will never die’? These
people make such statements because they
believe that Christ will come back soon,
that time will draw to an end, and that
the final judgment will occur in the near
future . . . While not denying an ultimate
return at the end of time, this writing
stresses the truth that in the Holy Spirit,
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whom God will send into men’s hearts,
Jesus himself will once again indwell in
the lives of his followers. This too is a
coming again.”—Page 101.

Bible a Book of Prophecy

From such Sunday-school teaching, how
would you know whether we are living in
the “last days” or not? (2 Tim. 3:1) Jesus
himself, and many Bible writers, gave
enough details to mark clearly the gener-
ation that would see the end of this wick-
ed system. These details fill many chapters
in the Bible. See, for instance, the follow-
ing Bible chapters: Matthew 24, Mark 13,
Luke 21, 2 Timothy 3, Revelation 6.

Bible prophecies such as these were re-
corded under the inspiration of God’s holy
spirit. The Creator had this information
put into his Word so that Christians would
be aware that they were nearing the time
of “great tribulation such as has not oc-
curred since the world’'s beginning until
now, no, nor will occur again.” (Matt.
24:21) If we are nearing such a time, then
surely you will want to know about it.
Why? Because the life or death of every
person on earth hangs in the balance.

However, today’s Sunday schools do not
make known such Bible knowledge. Does
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this mean that nobody is making known
these things? Not at all. Throughout the
world, in more than 200 lands today, over
a million Bible teachers, Jehovah’'s wit-
nesses, declare clearly and boldly that man-
kind is indeed nearing the end of this pres-
ent wicked system of things. In the most
extensive Bible teaching program in his-
tory, they call to the attention of all lovers
of righteousness that God will soon usher
in his new order of peace, happiness and
eternal life.

Jehovah'’s witnesses see these approach-
ing realities through the abundant fulfill-
ment of Bible prophecy. This knowledge
they share with others, freely giving of
their time, studying the Bible with people
in over a million households world wide.

One of the Bible study aids they use to
do this is the 192-page book Truth
That Leads to Eternal Life. This outstand-
ing Bible study aid helps focus attention
on the Bible answers to such key questions
as these: Who is God? Why do we grow
old and die? Where are the dead? Why
has God permitted wickedness until our
time? How do we know we are living near
the end of this system of things? How can
we identify the true religion? These, and
many other questions you no doubt have
wondered about are answered from God'’s
Word.

Learn Bible's Truths

You too can take advantage of the op-
portunity to learn what the Bible teaches.
Jehovah's witnesses will be happy to dem-
onstrate to you how you can get the most
out of the Bible. For one hour or so a
week, over a period of six months, they

will come to your home to assist you free
of charge.

If you, or your children, have attended
Sunday school, studying the Bible with
Jehovah’s witnesses will give you a fine
opportunity to make a comparison. You
will be able to compare what you have
learned at Sunday school with what you
learn at your home Bible study with Je-
hovah's witnesses. Then you can determine
for yourself which method really teaches
you the truth about God’s purposes and
requirements.

Jehovah'’s witnesses likely maintain in
your area a Kingdom Hall, or meeting
place for worship. You can contact them
there, or write to the publishers of this
magazine, and a qualified minister will be
sent to your home. He will show you how
you can get the accurate knowledge of
God from your own Bible.

The choice of whether to take in ac-
curate knowledge of God’s Word is yours.
But at this time of increasing world trou-
ble, the choice we encourage you to make
is that which was noted at Psalm 119:142,
144, where the psalmist said to God:
“Your law is truth. . . . Make me under-
stand, that | may keep living.”

Jesus recognized the vital need to do
this, for he said: “This means everlasting
life, their taking in knowledge of you, the
only true God, and of the one whom you
sent forth, Jesus Christ.”—John 17:3.

By learning and living in harmony with
the truth about God and his Son, you will
be choosing life. That is how, even through
the end of this wicked system of things,
you may keep alive, you and your children.
—Deut. 30:19.

DOCTORS STOP SMOKING

¢ ‘Britain’s doctors are quitting the smoking habit in greater numbers

than are the people in other occupations. . .

. Also physicians are the

only British group in which lung cancer is least common. Dr. Zorab
believes this is due to the fact that doctors are “scared stiff” from see-
ing patients with lung cancer.'— GP, June 1969.
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“Honor Your Father
and Your Mother”

HE first four of the Ten Command-

ments deal with man’s obligations to-
ward his Maker, Jehovah God. They re-
quire that He alone is to be worshiped;
that no images are to be made and wor-
shiped, not even of Him; and that his
name and his sabbath are to be held sa-
cred. The Fifth Commandment might be
said to deal with man’s obligations toward
both God and his fellowman in that the
parents represent God, exercising author-
ity delegated to them by God. That com-
mandment states: “Honor your father and
your mother in order that your days may
prove long upon the ground that Jehovah
your God is giving you.”—Ex. 20:12.

That the principle of this commandment
also carries over to Christ’'s followers is
apparent from what is said in the Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures. Thus the apostle
Paul tells children of Christian parents:
“Children, be obedient to your parents in
union with the Lord, for this is righteous:
‘Honor your father and your mother’;
which is the first command with a prom-
ise: That it may go well with you and you
may endure a long time on the earth.””
—Eph. 6:1-3.

What does it mean to give honor? It
means “to respect greatly; to regard high-
ly.” It means to hold in high esteem and
to give due obedience.

How can children show that they honor
their father and their mother? First of
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all, by the very tone of voice with which
they address their parents. It should al-
ways be mild, respectful; never harsh, de-
manding, flippant, sarcastic or impatient.
In addressing them the terms “Father”
and “Mother” are appropriate, or collo-
quial terms such as “Dad” and “Mom” if
used with due respect and love.

Giving parents due honor also includes
speaking respectfully about them behind
their backs. Many modern youths come
sadly short in this respect. They make very
disparaging remarks behind their parents’
backs, referring to them in a sarcastic,
mocking or other disrespectful way. Cer-
tainly such is not according them due
honor.

Showing parents honor also means to
be obedient to them. Why should children
honor and obey their parents? For more
than one good reason.

Are you a young person? Then, first of
all, you should honor and obey your parr
ents because Jehovah God your Maker
commands you to do so. His commands
are both just and wise. That of itself is
sufficient reason, in fact, the most com-
pelling reason why you should obey your
parents.—Prov. 6:20; Col. 3:20.

You should also honor and obey your
parents because you owe it to them. They
brought you into the world. If they had
not been godly persons they could have
nipped your existence short by an abor-
tion or have left you at some foundling
home. No, but they reared you, fed and
clothed you, took care of you when you
were sick and provided you with an educa-
tion. Since they have done all this, do you
not owe them gratitude? If you are grate-
ful and appreciative you will show it by
honoring and obeying them.

Further, it is in your own best interests
to honor and obey your parents. This is
indicated by the very words of the Fifth
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Commandment, namely, “that your days
may prove long upon the ground that
Jehovah your God is giving you.” God has
promised a new system of things in which
“death will be no more.” To qualify for life
in that new system, youths must obey
their parents.—Rev. 21:3, 4.

Besides, as a youth you have not
reached maturity; you lack wisdom and
experience. You have strong desires, im-
pulses and instincts. You may feel very
keenly about certain matters but may not
always appreciate all that is involved. Not
that your parents are perfect, but they
have more wisdom and experience.

Remember, right after the Flood, God
said that “the inclination of the heart of
man is bad from his youth up.” (Gen. 8:
21) Without training, without discipline,
you are bound to err. Your parents are
able to look at things affecting you in a
more rational manner than you can, and
they love you. Your judgment is more
likely to be beclouded by emotion. As a
teen-ager you may want to “go steady”
with one of the opposite sex, not appre-
ciating the dangers to your morals that
are associated with such a course. Then
again, it could well lead to marriage. Are
you able to assume the responsibilities of
the wedded state, such as supporting a
wife and child?

Further, learning to honor and obey your
parents is good training for you. Doing so
will make it easier for you to obey your
schoolteachers and to get along well with
others in school. You will thus be helped to
appreciate the need to obey traffic laws and
policemen and so avoid getting into trou-
ble. As a noted American author once
put it, the reason why youths get into
trouble with the police is that the police
are the first ones to say No to them and
really mean it. And by learning to respect
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authority, to honor and obey your parents,
you will be more likely to respect and
obey your employer when you get a job.
Truly, there are strong and compelling
reasons why you should learn to honor
and obey your parents.

The apostle Paul says that children are
to obey their parents “in union with the
Lord.” But what about children who are
dedicated Christians and whose parents
are hot “in union with the Lord,” who are
unbelievers? Must they also obey their
parents? Indeed they must. Since God’s
Word shows that believing wives must
obey their unbelieving husbands, believing
children must also be obedient to unbeliev-
ing parents. The only exception would be
if unbelieving parents required believing
children to do something such as stealing,
lying, gambling or engaging in an act of
apostasy, which violate God's law. Then
children would refuse to obey their parents
on the grounds that “we must obey God
as ruler rather than men.”—Acts 5:29;
1 Pet. 3:1-6.

But what about children when they have
grown up, are of legal age and may have
children of their own? Are they still obli-
gated to honor their parents, even though
they may not be living with them? Yes,
they still should accord them honor and
respect. If no longer in the parental home,
they are in position to make their own
decisions, but they should still treat their
parents with esteem, honor, regard and
love.

Quite recently a very happy teen-age
witness of Jehovah just completing high
school was heard to remark: “I think I
have the most wonderful parents in all
the world.” Such gratitude is what parents
should be able to expect if they teach their
children to honor and obey them, and, of
course, set .for them a proper example.
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Danes Assemble

# As in other countries of the
world, Jehovah's witnesses in
Denmark held “Men of Good-
will” district assemblies this
summer. At four assembly
cities a total of 19,115 persons
attended the public lecture, the
highest attendance ever for
such assemblies in that land.
At Hillerod the assembly was
held in Frederiksborg Hall.
Afterward its director stated:
“l can see you have tried this
before. We have never experi-
enced an arrangement that
was so well organized, and
with so many voluntary work-
ers. There is no one who can

copy you.”

Mounting Bankruptcies

<> Bankruptcies in the United
States have mounted alarming-
ly in 1970. April’s $131.9-million
losses were the highest ever
for that month. Personal fail-
ures cut across all brackets,
from abandoned mothers to a
$100,000-a-year baseball star.
Among factors blamed were
abuse of credit cards, soaring
medical bills and a mounting
divorce rate (many couples
filing bankruptcy before they
split up). “Moonlighters” and
overtime workers, accustomed
to a double-income living scale,
when suddenly cut off from
extra income, often cannot pay
their bills. A veteran bank-
ruptcy referee bluntly uncov-
ered a basic cause, stating:
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“There’s a recession, that's for
sure, tight money and
unemployment are pushing
people into the courts.”

Treatment Without Consent

# If your child had venereal
disease, would you not like to
know about it? This, however,
may not always be possible.
Recently the governor of New
York signed a bill authorizing
the diagnosis and treatment of
minors for venereal disease
without the consent or knowl-
edge of the parent or guard-
ian. The Public Health Law
was amended to read as fol-
lows: “A licensed physician
may diagnose, treat or pre-
scribe for a case of venereal
disease in a person under the
age of twenty-one years with-
out the Consent or knowledge
of the parents or guardian of
said person.” But to treat a
child without parental knowl-
edge or consent—does this ap-
pear right to you? Is this not a
usurpation of parental right
and responsibility?

Drug Addicts in Harlem

<> A house-to-house survey of
a 40-block area of New York’s
Harlem showed that there
were 58,000 persons living in
streets and alleys. Of that
number, the survey revealed,
“there were 10,000 addicted
adults, 6,000 children between
the ages of 16 and 21 who were

addicted and 2,000 children
between the ages of 7 and 15
who were addicted. Of the
2,000 children, aged 7 to 15, 90
percent lived by themselves
without the presence of an
adult in their immediate en-
vironment.” The report said:
“This is what we are dealing
with in the United States.”

Government Budget

<> Prior to World War Il, the
federal budget of the United
States amounted to less than
$50 per person. As recently as
1960, the figure leaped to $517
per person. For the coming
fiscal year, the government an-
ticipates collecting $202,000,-
000,000. That is $981 for every
man, woman and child in the
United States.

Instead of Clergymen

<> The ranks of the clergy in
Latin America are steadily de-
creasing. The diocese of Sao
Paulo city, with its 6 million
inhabitants, suffers from an
acute scarcity of clergymen.
So, after six days of special
preparation, on June 28 some
90 laymen received special per-
mission to distribute the eu-
charistic emblems. However,
this solution is not favored by
many clergymen, including
Bishop Koop, of Lins, Sao
Paulo, Brazil. Reaffirming his
proposal in Vatican Council 11,
this bishop, in a letter ad-
dressed to his fellow bishops,
proposed the ordination of
married men.

Hitchhiking Is Dangerous

<> Canadian police have
warned young women to stop
hitchhiking. In a four-month
period 22 sex offenses against
hitchhiking girls were report-
ed. Ages of the girls ranged
from 12 years to 22. All of
these offenses could have been
avoided if the girls simply had
not gotten into cars with
strangers. Police also warn that
“there is no safety in numbers.
There is no guarantee of im-
munity from attack simply be-
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cause the girls are with one or
two companions.” In a recent
morality case, Provincial Judge
Bernard Isman observed: “In
my own personal opinion, any
girl who gets into a car with
a strange man is asking
for whatever happens to her
—whether it is broad daylight
or whether she is with another
girl. There is no particular
virtue in the fact that there are
two girls present. If the person
that you get in with decides
on a course of action, he will
find a way to accomplish it.”

Where Priests Threaten

<% A high official of the Ar-
gentine security police report-
edly told an interviewer that
“the gravest threat by far fac-
ing Argentina today was the
militant leftist priesthood.”
Many Argentine Roman Cath-
olic priests and bishops have
become a militant political
force in national affairs, in-
cluding labor strikes, demon-
strations and violence. A spe-
cial report to the New York
Times stated: “The prestige
of the church with the Argen-
tine people has clearly declined
over the years, and many
young priests* today believe
that only radical renovation of
the faith can restore its ac-
ceptability. Most of these
priests believe that political
and social reforms are vital to
the nation as well and that
priests should be leaders of
change.” The report declared
that priests or bishops are
currently teaching strike and
demonstration tactics in many
sections of Argentina. Two
Catholic priests are in jail on
charges of having served guer-
rilla groups. How unlike Christ
is all of this—Christ who said
that 'they who live by the
sword would perish by it’

Blood and Hepatitis

<% The National Research
Council estimated that hepati-
tis associated with blood trans-
fusions causes 30,000 cases of
serious illness and more than

30

1,500 deaths a year in the
United States. While tests are
now available to detect the hep-
atitis virus, the Council esti-
mates that they detect the
blood hazard in only about
one case in four.

Safest Method of Travel
Canada’s Air Transport As-
sociation listed the four major
methods of transport in the
country and compared their

safety. For the latest year
available, 1968, the fatalities
per million passenger miles

were as follows: Railways, 1;
Motor buses, 2.4; Domestic air-
lines, 3; Automobiles, 24. Thus,
rail travel was safest; automo-
bile travel, by far the worst.

‘Clean’ Movie Group Fails

# A national organization
called Operation Moral Up-
grade, which opposed “filth
and scum” in movies, has gone
out of business after ten years.
Its president wrote to members
in 43 states: “We are too an-
noyed, too discouraged, too
weary to carry the fight any
further. We've had it! We're
through!” Hopes were dashed
that pressures on the “good
people” in the industry would
convince film makers to aban-
don making pictures featuring
moral filth. The final blow
came after this year’'s Acade-
my Awards, when an X-rated
film won the best-film Oscar.

Compulsory Birth Control ?

9% Experts are increasingly
worried over the lack of inter-
national efforts to control the
population “explosion.” What
can be done? In a report to
the New York Times, Gladwin
flill observes: “There are only
two avenues. One is persuasion
of people to limit family size
voluntarily, by contraception,
sterilization or abortion. The
other is compulsory, through
such means as large-scale in-
jection of at least temporary
infertility drugs into food or
water.” Such a viewpoint re-
flects the desperation of a

world that fails to take into
consideration the righteous
laws of God and his purpose
for mankind.

Soaring Crime Bate

<> The shocking statistics for
the 1960’'s are in. The Federal
Bureau of Investigation reveals
that the average American’s
risk of being a crime victim
has more than doubled in the
past ten years. The crime rate
for 1969 was a 148-percent in-
crease over 1960. Nearly five
million known serious crimes
were committed in 1969, and
some authorities say that only
about 50 percent of such crimes
are reported. There were near-
ly 15,000 murders during the
year, more than the 9,414
Americans Kkilled in the Indo-
china war during that same
period. Also, the facts reveal
what other studies have shown,
that most murders and as-
saults “occur within the family
unit, or among neighbors or
acquaintances.” Automobile
thefts reached the staggering
total of 871,900 last year, a
percentage increase during the
decade four times greater than
that of auto registrations. At
the Justice Department a
spokesman said: “No human
being alive can explain these
trends.” However, he is mis-
taken. The Bible clearly ex-
plains why these things are
taking place. Long ago it fore-
told that such events would
mark the “last days” of this
system of things.

Effects of the Dam

<$> Egypt’'s Aswan High Dam
has been in place since 1964.
Scientists now find that the
salt content and temperature
of the eastern Mediterranean
are up as a result of the dam.
Control of floodwaters is pre-
venting rich organisms from
reaching the Mediterranean.
As a result, fish that feed on
these organisms are being af-
fected. An immediate effect of
the dam was a drastic cutback
for the Egyptian sardine fish-
eries.

AWAKE!



The Heart of the Hailstone

<> Hail does more damage in
America than tornadoes— near-
ly $300,000,000 each year to
crops and property. At times
humans are hurt, even mor-
tally wounded, by hailstones
weighing as much as one and
a half pounds and as big as
five inches in diameter. Why
does one thunderstorm produce
hail and another, seemingly
identical, nothing but rain?
In a recent hailstorm over
Tennessee, unusual starfish-
shaped hail and hailstones re-
sembling turtles and daggers
fell from the sky. 4That was
the strangest hail we've ever
seen,” said Dr. C. A. Knight.
Another puzzler is: How does
hail stay up long enough to
grow as big as it does without
dropping? lIce experts are do-
ing a lot of studying, but so
far they have not found a way
to keep the hail from failing.

Hawaii’s Vanishing Wildlife

<% Dr. J. Linsley Grossitt,
head entomologist at Honolu-
lu’s Bishop Museum, has some
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bad news for Hawaiians. More
than 2,000 species of Hawaii’s
native plants and animals are
listed as threatened with ex-
tinction. Grossitt said that one
third of Hawaii’'s native birds
already are extinct and an-
other third may follow. The
island’s beautiful land snails,
famous among biologists, are
on the way out. It is feared
that about 300 species of flow-
ers and plants may soon dis-
appear. Even birds of prey
are becoming extinct. They are
laying eggs with shells so thin
they rarely survive—an effect
attributed by many ornitholo-
gists to ingestion of DDT and
related pesticides.

Alcoholic Costs

<% Dr. A. W. Stinton told a
medical meeting in Calgary,
Alberta, Canada, that all levels
of society are affected by al-
coholism. He said that an
alcoholic costs his employer
about $1,600 a year in lost
working time and reduced out-
put. Dr. Stinton said alcohol-
ism is believed now to be

Have you ever

Canada’s fourth-ranking social
problem, representing in Al-
berta an economic loss of $14,-
000,000 every year. It has been
estimated that 25 to 50 percent
of all highway accident deaths
are blamed on drinking, and
Stinton added that “much of
the loss of life involves en-
tirely innocent people.”

Noise Pollution

<> An ear surgeon who studied
a remote tribe in Africa found
that these people suffer very
little from the diseases of
so-called civilized nations,
namely, hypertension, ulcers,
bronchial asthma, coronary
thrombosis and colitis. How-
ever, when these Africans
were subjected to the strains
of Western life, such as loud
noises, it was found that it
did affect their blood pres-
sure. Researchers concluded
that noise at high levels and
of long duration is unques-
tionably as much a “pollu-
tant” as is the waste that
fouls the air and water.
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How complete is your library for Bible research? Here is
your opportunity to round it out by adding to it one or all
of the following publications:

“Your Will Be Done on Earth”

Have you wanted help in the understanding of Daniel’s
prophecies about the rise and fall of world empires? This
384-page action-packed volume does more. It thrillingly
points to the outcome of the present struggle for world
control. 50c.

What Has Religion Done for Mankind?

How can you identify the one true religion? Here is a
book that shows you how. Its 352 pages also analyze the
world’s major religions and pinpoint their effects. 50c.

“New Heavens and a New Earth”

In 384 fascinating pages the details of earth’s creation
are discussed. How all things will be ‘made new’ is also
explained. 50c.

“Let Your Name Be Sanctified”

Have you wondered what bearing on our day the lives
and miracles of the prophets Elijah and Elisha have? This
384-page book will help you see how they are tied in with
the greatest, most significant name in the universe. 50c.

Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Divine Purpose

Here is a complete, authentic, thoroughly documented his-
tory of Jehovah’s witnesses. Hardbound, with large pages,
this volume has 320 pages, is excellently illustrated. Only $1.

Order any or all of these by mailing the coupon today.
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Enclosed is the sum of ... for which | would like the books | have indicated.
O “Your Will Be Done on Earth”—50c. @ What Has Religion Done for Mankind?—50c. O “New
Heavens and a New Earth”—50c. O “Let Your Name Be Sanctified”—50c. O Jehovah’s Witnesses
in the Divine Purpose—$1.
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DA: 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 390, Ont. SO. AFRICA: Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsfontein, Transvaal.
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