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“If is already the hour for
—Romans 13:11
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N THIS world where, as foretold in the

Bible, ‘lawlessness has increased and
the love of the greater number of man-
kind has cooled off,” old-fashioned friend-
ships are indeed hard to find. (Matt. 24:
12) While there still are people who are
affable and neighborly, nevertheless, even
many of these are prone to draw the line
where genuine friendship is concerned.

Still, if you were to ask the average
person if he had many friends, no doubt
he would be inclined to say “yes,” or he
might be hesitant to answer. Why? Be-
cause the word “friend” has various mean-
ings.

For example, acquaintances are often
considered as being friends. A person may
say, “l have many friends in almost every
walk of life! There is the shoeshine boy—
what's his name? And the butcher at the
corner store, where we buy our meat; and
the banker where I do my business. So
you see, I have many friends.” He may
not even remember some of their names,
but these casual acquaintances are what
some people call friends.

In fact, friendly mannerisms are fre-
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quently mistaken for evidence of friend-
ship. For example, some people are quick
to introduce themselves and often within
minutes they insist that you call them by
their first name. They may ask, “Where
do you live? What is your line of work?
Where did you go to school? Are you mar-
ried? Do you have children?” almost all
in one breath. They tend to become per-
sonal very quickly. But are these “friend-
ly” mannerisms always evidence of real
friendship? How many of these people will
come to your rescue when you are in need
of assistance, financial aid or comfort?
To many a Westerner the word “friend”
has come to be applied to a wide range
of relationships. It can mean someone who
is a business associate, a childhood play-
mate or a trusted confidant. The word has
been applied to various businesses, such
as the “friendly neighborhood food mar-
kets,” “friendly travel agents,” “friendly
bankers,” the “friendly skies” of an air-
line. Even rings and chains have become
symbols of friendship. So in the United
States, Canada or some other Western na-
tions the word “friend” does not neces-
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sarily have to involve a close relationship.
Friendship may be superficial, casual, sit-
uational or deep and enduring. As Ameri-
cans say, “It all depends on what you
have in mind.”

In many European countries, where
wars and violence have reaped their toll,
friendship, too, has undergone a change.
The older generation is quick to admit
that friendship is not what it used to be.
Among some persons, a friend is viewed
as someone who is keenly aware of the
other person’s intellect, temperament and
particular interests and who draws out
the best qualities in him. Among others,
friendship is more a matter of feeling.
A friend is a special individual who en-
joys the things you like. He enjoys hiking,
mountain climbing, sailing, usually ad-
venturous undertakings. Such friendship
does not necessarily have to do with trust,
confidence or loyalty as much as sharing
experiences.

The concept of bygone years, when
friendship was regarded as a strong bond,
linking people together almost as closely
as blood ties, when friends were a pro-
tection against lawless and immoral per-
sons, has largely disappeared from the
world.

The change has come primarily because,
true to Bible prophecies, ‘men have be-
come lovers of themselves, having no nat-
ural affection.” (2 Tim. 3:1-3) Without
natural affection, there can be no genuine
friendship.

There are also at work in the modern
world many divisive forces that prevent
the development of close ties. True friend-
ships take time to build, but today’s peo-
ple are on the move. Few stay in one
place long enough to build a lasting friend-
ship. One out of every five persons in the
United States changes his address each
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year. In other parts of the world a similar
shift of population takes place.

Permanent friendships also demand
one’s trust and loyalty, but these qualities
are not nurtured in a climate of unrest,
crime, distrust and violence such as has
swept the world in this generation.

Friendship also implies bearing respon-
sibilities, the willingness to help shoulder
the burdens of others. But many today re-
fuse to let themselves become involved
with people, to avoid experiencing their
burdens and sufferings. A young man on
the move said: “My wife and | make new
friends each time in a matter of weeks.
But we never let it get so deep that it
bothers us to leave.” But how far all of
this is from those words of Jesus Christ,
who said: “No one has love greater than
this, that someone should surrender his
soul in behalf of his friends.”—John 15:13.

Meaningful friendships call for sacrifice,
and many no longer wish to make sacri-
fices. Therefore old-fashioned friendships,
one of the warm blessings of the past, are
becoming hard to find.

Nevertheless, true friendships still do
exist, friendships such as those enjoyed by
David and Jonathan, Ruth and Naomi, as
noted in the Bible. (2 Sam. 1:26; Ruth
1:16, 17) But these friendships are pri-
marily among true Bible Christians who
have placed their faith in God and his
Word the Bible. Jehovah's witnesses, for
example, find their family of friends ac-
tually growing by leaps and bounds. (Mark
10:29, 30) But outside of real Bible Chris-
tians, true friendships are rare. This is
humanity’s loss.

But why be friendly? How can one be
friendly in this wicked world? What kind
of friends should one cultivate and how?
These and other timely questions are an-
swered in the following article.
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ESPITE the scientific changes that

have come over the world in recent
years, people still need people. For most
persons this need is not satisfied by mere
acquaintances, but goes much deeper than
that. It reaches out for a friend who can
be trusted with one’'s most precious
thoughts. Its want is for a confidant who
is responsible, trustworthy and who will
respond when one is in need.

The ideal situation is when most of
one’s emotional needs are satisfied within
a Christian family relationship. Children
who have devoted parents and loving
brothers and sisters have good reason to
be quite content. Sustained by this
warmth and association, a child can grow
up happy and well balanced without al-
ways having to look elsewhere to satisfy
his emotional needs.

However, even when friendship in the
home is not lacking, children may feel the
urge to embark on new friendships. The
stimulation provided by other children
near their age can be beneficial. On the
other hand, lack of friendship inside and
outside the family relationship causes
many youngsters to become lonely. This
is a common problem among teen-agers.

Parents who are aware of this try to
satisfy their children’s growing need for
friendship. One way they can do this is
by developing a closer and more confiden-
tial relationship with them. Teen-agers es-
pecially find that life takes on a happier
tone when parents give them a chance to
express their views, and help them to work
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out their doubts and uncertainties. In
frank discussions the children can be for-
tified with encouragement and counsel.

There are also times when the friend-
ship of another youth can provide the
needed encouragement. Wrote a middle-
aged man of his more youthful days: “As
a teen-ager | was often moody, for reasons
I no longer recall. During one particularly
bad week when | was at my lowest ebb,
thinking myself ugly, misunderstood and
unlikable, the phone rang. A high-school
lad . . . was on the line. ‘What's wrong?’
he asked gently when he heard my voice.
‘You sound as if you didn’'t have a friend
in the world—I'm not dead yet!” A glib,
graceful phrase, perhaps—but in twenty-
five years | have not forgotten it, how
| sat up straighter, smiled and felt alive
again that night.”

How to Become a Friend

Some people seem to have a talent for
making friends. Others need to learn the
art of friendship, and they do. Still others
are neither gifted in friendship nor quick to
learn its ways. They need help. Whatever
the case may be, to be a friend one has
to care about people, what they think,
how they feel and why they suffer. One
must be sympathetically interested in
things people do. One must accept their
faults as well as their virtues. One must
be willing to ,make sacrifices and help oth-
ers to achieve their goals.

The American poet and essayist Ralph
W. Emerson once said: “The only way to
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have a friend is to
be one.” Help some-
one, if you want a
friend. That should
be easy, because
there are so many
people today who
need help. Where
there is work to be
done, volunteer to
do it. Working
brings people to-
gether.

Invite people to
your home for a
meal or simply to
share conversation
with you over a cup
of tea or coffee.
Simply say, “How
about coming to our
place Saturday
night?” Even if it
is not convenient for
them to come this time, at least they will
know that you would like to know them
better.

Perhaps the very beginning of a friend-
ship is the willingness to say “hello” first.
You must show that you like people. If
you greet them with a smile and with a
cheerful salutation, it may surprise you
what response you will get.

wHMv' i

What Is Needed to Keep Up Friendship

Friendship can be likened to a plant that
has to be cultivated. It must be watered
and tended if it is to produce sweet and
wholesome fruit.

Maintaining a friendship is not auto-
matic. It takes planning. On our weekly
list of things to be done, we might well
assign deeds of friendship. We could write
down the names of those we would like
to visit or telephone or drop a note to, or
send a gift. How easy it is to neglect
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Inviting others to share food with you
is a good way to build up friendships

friends just because
they are friends.
Many who know the
art of friendship
plan to have dinner
once a week or once
a month with cer-
tain friends.

An aid to preserv-
ing friendships is
doing things togeth-
er. One friend
taught another how
to cook. After that,
the delights of cook-
ing enriched their
conversations and
their lives. Others
have encouraged
their friends to go
places with them
and to do things to-
gether, such as vis-
iting museums, tak-
ing walks through parks or having picnics
together.

Distance may prevent friends from get-
ting together, but a warm letter can bridge
the gap. A telephone call will remind them
that you care. It may be possible to spend
a vacation with an old friend and renew
the friendship. Often reunions are most
heartwarming.

oY
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Solving Problems

The problem of jealousy sometimes
arises among friends. Some people may
want you all to themselves. But friendship
also means the sharing of a friend with
other persons. This demands humility. It
calls for the ability to check resentment
rather than let it persist and poison the
spirit. Good friends are neither tyrants
nor doormats; they strike a happy balance.

Friendship also implies discipline. There
is the danger of becoming what the apos-
tle Peter calls “a busybody in other peo-
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pie’s matters,” and that can soon spoil a
friendship. So it is profitable to examine
one’s conversation.—1 Pet. 4:15.

Also, these are busy times, and we can-
not expect others to be constantly visiting
or entertaining. The inspired Proverb (25:
17) says: “Make your foot rare at the
house of your fellow man, that he may
not have his sufficiency of you and certain-
ly hate you.”

And when you are invited out for an
evening, it is wise not to keep your host
up too late. There usually is much to be
done after guests leave, and if it is late,
it may work a hardship on the host. Some
persons leave so late that they are not
invited as often as they might be. And a
number of people, who cannot keep late
hours, for age or health reasons or for
having to get up at an early hour, are not
as hospitable as they would like to be be-
cause guests often just do not know when
to go home.

WhatKind of Friends to Cultivate

Perhaps the most vital factor to an en-
during friendship is the choice we make
in the first place. Many people make the
mistake of picking friends for their use-
fulness. They choose friends for what they
have or can contribute and not really for
what they are. Generally such friendships
do not flourish.

Other people are purely social climbers
and status seekers. Their friendship is
tainted with a selfish purpose. “You have
to be careful to associate with those who
count or else you won’'t get anywhere,”
they say. This is far from Christian prac-
tice. (Jas. 2:1) Friendships based on self-
ishness are hollow, empty, unrewarding.
—Luke 14:12-14.

When choosing friends, be selective in
a godly way. Even God himself is selec-
tive in his choice of friends. God called
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Abraham his friend, because of Abra-
ham's faithfulness. (Jas. 2:23) And the
fifteenth Psalm shows that God lays down
high standards for those ‘who would be
guests in his tent'—not everyone is wel-
come. Jesus Christ also set standards for
those who would be his friends. To his
followers, he said: “You are my friends
if you do what I am commanding you."
—John 15:14.

How about you? Are you selective in
the matter of friends? Do you have re-
liable guidelines? Since we will be influ-
enced to some extent by the friends we
keep, it would be good to be selective.

Quality-wise, we certainly would be
making no mistake if we chose those whom
God and Christ call friends. We could ex-
pect them to excel in love, long-suffering,
kindness, goodness and self-control. (Gal.
5:22, 23) Those possessing these fine, god-
ly qualities make excellent friends indeed!
And nothing draws friends closer together
than their mutual love of God. As Ruth,
who is spoken of in the Bible, said to
Naomi: “Your people will be my people,
and your God my God.”—Ruth 1:16, 17.

A dedicated Christian must view this
subject of friendship with a number of
safeguarding Biblical principles in mind.
For example, there is the one that says:
“Bad associations spoil useful habits.” And
another that says: “Whoever, therefore,
wants to be a friend of the world is con-
stituting himself an enemy of God.”
(1 Cor. 15:33; Jas. 4:4) Thus we see that
proper choice of friendships will not only
influence our daily habits but also have
a direct effect on our relationship with
God.

With a view to safeguarding one’s re-
lationship with God, it is wise to heed the
counsel of his Word by ‘turning away’
from association with certain types of peo-
ple. Who are they? The apostle Paul men-
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tions “lovers of money”’—those whose
thoughts are always on material posses-
sions. He also lists those who are “disobe-
dient to parents,” those who are ‘proud’
and ‘lack self-control,” and persons who are
“lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of
God.” (2 Tim. 3:2-5) No friendships are
to be established with such persons at all.
This Biblical advice, if followed, can be a
real protection.

Since a true friend is a trusted confi-
dant, we should also be sure that our
friend is not the sort who would gossip
about us, to our harm. Concerning such
friends the Bible says: “The one covering
over transgression is seeking love, and he
that keeps talking about a matter is sepa-
rating those familiar with one another.
A true companion is loving all the time.”

By “Awake!"
correspondent
in Alaska

OLD FOUND IN THE KLON-

DIKE!”" was the dramatic announce-
ment in 1896 that sparked a rush of Cana-
dians and Americans to Alaska and the
Yukon. Multitudes were infected with the
hope that they would “strike it rich” in
the goldfields. In recent years a similar
announcement has again started a trek to
Alaska. This time the objective is “black
gold”—oil, discovered on Alaska’'s frigid
North Slope.

The presence of oil here was noticed by
the Russians, for mention of it appears
in their records as early as the 1860's.
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“There exist companions disposed to break
one another to pieces, but there exists a
friend sticking closer than a brother.”
—Prov. 17:9, 17; 18:24.

It is important, too, that friends share
the same interests and goals. If you choose
for a friend someone whose interests lead
you in another direction you may forfeit
your goal in life. This is especially true
of one who wants to prove faithful as a
servant of God.

Thus from God's Word the Bible we
leam what true friendship is, that it leads
to Christian love, that it promotes open
communication, that it brings comfort in
times of difficulty and affords opportuni-
ties to do things for others. Friendship
enriches one’s life and spices it with great-
er happiness. So be friendly—be a friend.

In Alaskars Backyard

Americans learned of the black liquid here
around 1880, after the purchase of the
land from Russia. The first oil claims were
staked in 1897. Perhaps the Eskimos de-
serve credit for the earliest “discoveries”
of oil in the Arctic, since they “mined”
chunks of oil seeps and burned them to
thaw their driftwood.

Some serious interest in this oil was en-
tertained at the turn of the century, but
what started to be a boom ended abruptly
in 1904 when oil seekers were intrigued
by the new wells in Texas and California.
Oil exploration has proceeded on a small
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scale ever since those days. In the 1950's
the United States Navy did some drilling
in this part of the world. However, the
program was given up because of climate
and inaccessibility. Now, the finds of oil
on the remote North Slope lead to specula-
tion that our “backyard” may well hold
over forty thousand million barrels of the
“black treasure.”

ThePlace

Prudhoe Bay on the north coast of
Alaska may well be termed our “back-
yard” because it is more than four hun-
dred miles north of Fairbanks, the
jumping-off place for the interior. Once
the plane departs from Fairbanks it leaves
behind the main populated part of the
state. Flying over the Brooks Mountain
Range, one can see the
North Slope dipping
down from the moun-
tains for some 150 miles
northward to the Arctic
Ocean. This belt of flat,
almost featureless tun-
dra spreads from east to
west about a thousand
miles.

Approaching Prudhoe
Bay by air, one first spies
a dot on the vast, unin-
habited plain. A few
minutes more and this
speck takes form and
turns out to be the oil
rig or derrick, towering
over the cluster of pre-
fabricated structures,
and constituting the only
“tree” within hundreds
of miles of this spot in the far north.

The earth here bears a year-round ar-
mor of permafrost or permanently frozen
ground. October, the start of the winter,
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On the North Slope, a flat tun- In

dra, the oil rig or derrick con-

stitutes the only “tree” within
hundreds of miles

brings severe cold, temperatures dropping
to as low as 70° F below zero. Imagine
some of the problems the riggers face in
setting up their equipment! When the tem-
perature is 40° F below zero, winds up to
fifty miles per hour produce a “chill fac-
tor” much lower than the thermometer
indicates. Workers must keep in mind that
“exposed flesh may freeze within thirty
seconds” under such conditions. Metal be-
comes brittle. Common rubber can shatter
like glass.

Severe storms can rage here for several
days, preventing the hardiest from work,
even though swaddled from head to foot
in protective, down-filled parkas, cover-
alls, thermal underwear and insulated
boots. There are no trees to break the
winds. Whiteouts, with sky and ground

taking on the same indis-
tinguishable snowy glare,
can reduce visibility to
only five or six feet.
Trucks have to be left
running 24 hours a day;
otherwise it may be im-
possible to get them run-
ning for days or weeks.
In midwinter the sun al-
most disappears for two
months and there is bare-
ly a twilight glow at mid-
day. During the spells of
extreme weather men
have to take refuge be-
hind the heavy freezer
doors of their bunkhouse.
summer, thaws
transform the tundra
surface into a spongy,
mosquito-infested quag-
mire of shallow lakes and streams. Then
it is practically impossible to move heavy
equipment and machinery. This is why
much preparatory work and drilling must
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be done in winter when the permafrost is
solid on the surface.

A Closer Look at the Installation

But now for a closer look at this oil
outpost. It appears that before the rig or
any other structure can be set up, special
foundations must be laid. This is because
the upper layers of the 1,000-foot-deep
permafrost soften in summer’s warmth,
and heavy structures built on the ground
surface may sink as much as five to ten
feet in one season. So timber pilings are
driven twenty feet into the permafrost,
deep enough so the bottom ends are em-
bedded in undisturbed frozen soil. Then am
island is constructed atop the piling, in-
cluding a five-foot-thick insulating pad of
gravel. The airstrip, the bunkhouses as
well as other installations thus have a
good solid foundation.

Since the crude oil coming from the
depths of the earth is as warm as 160° F,
this creates more thawing problems to
depths of two hundred feet. Engineers are
devising telescoping drill casing and ways
of raising the rig periodically to compen-
sate for the thawing, sinking ground be-
low.

Seventy-five men work and live here.
Their home appears to be a boxlike struc-
ture some two hundred feet long. On closer
inspection it turns out to be two long
rows of house-trailer units, each 38 feet
long, set end to end with a large corridor
between. This serves as a hallway. A well-
lighted dining hall, a recreation room and
baths provide as cheerful and homelike an
atmosphere as possible.

Food is delicious and abundant, for men
need energy to work twelve-hour shifts
seven days a week. There are some men
playing card games in the recreation room
while others play pool. Still others can
watch movies or simply read. No radio or
television broadcasts can be picked up at
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this remote place. The men follow this
routine for six weeks, and then they have
two weeks off. Most spend their time off
with their families in Fairbanks or An-
chorage. Why do they choose to work and
live in such a remote spot? Generally they
will tell you it is because of the high year-
ly salary.

But all this heavy equipment—how did
it get here? Several means of transport
were used. The fastest and costliest was
by air. Great “Hercules” flying boxcars
brought in tractors weighing more than
46.000 pounds each. Other loads they
brought in were 40-foot railroad-highway
transport vans or the bunkhouse units.
Small planes and helicopters transported
men and smaller items of equipment. A
“Skycrane” helicopter, looking like a giant
dragonfly, 88 feet long and weighing some
16.000 pounds, brought in tractors that
matched its own weight.

Rugged expediters braved the rigors of
the Arctic to deliver equipment and sup-
plies to the Slope via barge, “cat train,”
and trucks on the “ice road.” Since no
roads originally existed to the interior of
the North Slope, Caterpillar tractors and
bulldozers dragged trains of sleds loaded
with equipment. Over four hundred miles
of frozen rivers and mountain slopes they
crept, like huge snails, with their loads.

Eighty miles north of Fairbanks is the
southern terminus of the 500-mile Walter
J. Hickel Highway, first opened in spring
of 1968, a two-lane road built literally of
snow and ice, and usable only when frozen
in winter. Its builders had to battle 70-
degree-below-zero temperatures and winds.
At one point a quarter-mile-long ice
bridge had to be constructed over the
Yukon River. On top of the natural build-
up of ice there was laid a latticework
of 4- to 10-inch-diameter logs. Water was
pumped on this structure until it became
a reinforced ice bridge. More logs were
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then added on top, and more water
pumped over them until the surface of the
ice bridge matched the level of the road
approaches on the river banks. Tools, bed-
ding, clothing and food for at least 48
hours are the required emergency gear
for truckers using this ice highway.

Tugs and barges fought their way north
from two directions to deliver their pay-
loads. Some came around Alaska's west
coast, braving the unpredictable weather
and the polar ice cap. Others came north
on Canada's Mackenzie River. These had
to watch for shallows in the river caused
by the very dry season.

Getting the Oil Out

So much for getting the equipment in
and setting up the installations. But now,
what about getting the oil out once it is
pumped up from deep below?

Some would like to see the Alaska Rail-
road extended 400 miles or so at a cost
of $500 million. The crude oil could then
be shipped by rail to Alaskan seaports such
as Anchorage, Seward, or Whittier, thence
by ocean tanker to market. Direct routes
to Prudhoe Bay for tankships and barges
are also being considered. Both the west-
ern route through the Bering Strait and
the Northwest Passage across Canada are
being given serious thought, though both
are choked most of the year with heavy
ice. Specially equipped with heavily ar-
mored hull, the SS Manhattan recently
managed to get through the hazards of the
latter route. (See AwaJce! of January 22,
1970.) Oil companies have not yet decided
upon the practicality of this means of
shipping.

It looks as though the Trans-Alaska
Pipeline will be the first means of getting
the crude oil to market. Spanning the 800
miles from Prudhoe Bay to Valdez on the
Gulf of Alaska, a huge 48-inch-diameter
artery is planned, one that will disgorge
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500,000 to 1,000,000 barrels of oil daily
at the terminal. The cost is expected to
run as high as $900 million.

Preliminary work is already under way
on this “plumbing” job that will involve
twelve pump stations to bear the “black
gold” over three mountain ranges with
elevations as high as 4,800 feet. Much of
the pipeline will be laid in a ditch on the
frozen ground with at least four feet of
frozen soil on top to secure it. Digging,
blasting and thawing the ground for this
slash, six feet wide, eight feet deep and
800 miles long is proving to be quite a
challenge. But they hope for completion by
1972.

Value to the Economy

Alaska is keenly interested in the proj-
ect. It creates employment for many. Oil
companies poured more than $900 million
into the state treasury when they bid for
the privilege of leasing 412,453 acres of
North Slope land for development. The
world’s increasing demand for petroleum,
coupled with the hazards associated with
delivery of oil from the politically turbu-
lent Middle East, makes this project all the
more attractive. Western nations hope
Alaska’s oil supply will relieve the situa-
tion.

However, it is all a very costly under-
taking. Oil leases have cost over a thou-
sand million dollars. Early wildcat wells
cost between $2 and $4 million apiece.
Costs of early exploration and now also
of the pipeline have truly pushed this
whole undertaking into one costing hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.

Then there are other costs, not immedi-
ately measurable in dollars and cents.
Conservationists have spoken out loudly
about the cost to the land and its natural
beauties. Ecology studies, participated in
by the oil companies, are seeking means



to limit the damage to tundra vegetation.
The thin layer of moss and lichens on the
surface serves to insulate the permafrost.
Remove this protective layer and the re-
sulting thawing of the permafrost can pro-
duce erosion, slumping and surface sub-
sidences. Where the tundra vegetation
must be disturbed, effort must be made
to find plants and grasses that will replace
it and manage to grow in this harsh
climate.

And how about the cost as it affects
animal life? Will the thousands of caribou
be free to migrate back and forth across
the tundra each year as they have done
for centuries? Can the waterfowl continue
to enjoy unpolluted lakes and ponds? Will
the Arctic fox, grizzlyvbear, wolf and
squirrel continue to romp unmolested
across the slopes?

VHH:

As told to “Awake!”
correspondent
in Dahomey

S A boy I grew up in my father’'s com-
Apound in Dahomey. It was a well-
populated compound, for father had twelve
wives and, of course, many children in
addition to me. It was a happy, carefree
life for us children, for we had lots of
playmates within the immediate family.
My father was chief of the compound, and
demanded the respect of everyone.

But does not the practice of polygamy
make for many problems in the house-
hold? you may wonder. In answer | would
say, Yes, it really does. And | would like
to tell you about some of them. You see,
I too became a polygamist.
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Conservationists plead for orderly dis-
posal of wastes and trash. Scrap oil drums,
machinery and other refuse items from
early exploration dot the Slope. Steel and
other solid materials hardly deteriorate in
this frigid climate. Petroleum companies
are increasingly aware of their responsi-
bilities in this regard, and are taking some
steps to preserve the terrain, protect the
wildlife and keep down the costs in terms
of sacrificing natural beauties. Cleanup
projects have already been started and
precautions are being tdken for the future.

The vast work entailed in developing
the oil industry in this far-northern loca-
tion is truly impressive. And Alaskans
congratulate themselves on the fact that
soon people all over the world will be using
some of this “black gold” from their back-
yard.

It will help you to understand our life
if you know just what a compound is. It
is really a plot of land surrounded by a
high wall made of red mud that has been
baked hard in the sun. Inside are the many
little dwellings built of cement blocks or
the same red mud. There is one kitchen,
usually a shelter with two or three walls.
When the weather is good, which is most
of the time, cooking is done outdoors.

As the owner of a compound increases
the number of his wives he will build a
separate dwelling, opening directly onto
the compound, for each new wife. Com-
pound life is just like living in a small
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village. Having one kitchen does not pre-
sent too much difficulty, since meals are
not prepared at any set time. We just ate
when we got hungry, and we did not all
get hungry at the same time.

Good Intentions

By the time | had reached a marriage-
able age | had already determined to mar-
ry only one wife. Why? Because within
our own compound | had had plenty of
opportunity to weigh the advantages and
disadvantages. There did seem to be some
advantages to po-
lygamy. Many wives
and a large family
were a sign of
wealth and influ-
ence. The family
head received honor
from a large sub-
ject family and was
also highly respect-
ed in the commu-
nity. The common
view was that the
fetish gods had
made such a man
fruitful.

Yet the compound
was at times far
from peaceful. | re-
call many occasions
when bitter disputes
arose among my fa-
ther's wives. Some-
times it would seem
that father favored
one wife above the
others. That could mean serious trouble
for the one receiving special favor. Jeal-
ousy on the part of the other wives could
be dangerous. In fact, 1 had heard of in-
stances where wives poisoned either their
competitor or their husband because of

great jealousy.
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A polygamist soon discovers
how difficult it is to treat all
wives impartially; jealousies arise

So it was with the best intentions that
I set out to have only one wife. We were
very happy together, but, sad to say, she
gave me no children. My desire for chil-
dren was very strong. Thus it came about
after two childless years that I felt I must
seek a second wife who could produce
children for me.

Adding More Wives

On special occasions dances were ar-
ranged at which all the villagers would
come together for feasting and drinking.
An event might last
for several nights,
during which time
offerings would be
made to the fetish
gods in order to pro-
cure their blessing
for a fruitful year.
At one of these fes-
tivals 1 had the op-
portunity to arrange
the taking of two
more wives, rather
than one.

First | decided
whom to choose.
Then, according to
our custom, | sent a
friend to make the
arrangements with
the parents of my
prospective wives.
This included deter-
mining the dowry
to bb paid by the
parents of the girls.
Also he must convince them of the good
qualities of the husband-to-be. My new
fathers-in-law, as chiefs in their own
families, would include the son-in-law
as subject to them. Besides receiving
the dowry from them, the bridegroom
can be required to do work for them
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and later even support them if requested.
The arrangements all being completed,
a day is set for the final ceremony and
then the parents may tell their daughters
all about it. The daughters may not know
anything about the matter until a few days
prior to the marriage. They do not object,
however, for they want a husband and
a family, and so are content to have their
parents handle everything for them. In the
larger cities this custom is changing, but
in the villages it still prevails. Courting
and engagements are not the custom.

Soon my home and my compound got to
be much like my father’s. As | gained in-
fluence and respect in the community |
was no longer satisfied even with three
wives. | purchased two more. And | began
to see a repetition of circumstances. Now
I could discover for myself how difficult
it is to treat all wives impartially. Jeal-
ousies arose, and there was much fighting
over small matters in my compound.

For example, when a relative of one of
my wives died, | had to purchase a goat
to offer as a sacrifice, in accordance with
custom. But it must not be a better goat
than had been purchased for the relative
of another of my wives. If | showed just
a little favor to one wife, the others would
make life unbearable for her. The bicker-
ing and quarreling often exasperated me.
Because of the lack of peace at home, I
began looking for association with other
women who did not become my wives.
Later, this course was to become a real
problem to me;

No one in our village ever thought of
polygamy as being immoral. Even having
relations with other, unmarried girls was
not viewed as being bad. Many girls had
one or two babies prior to marriage. Rath-
er than hindering them from gaining a
husband, it was often a help, for men could
see that they were capable of producing
children.
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Do you wonder what became of all those
children? Well, when one understands that
a large family is the desirable thing, it is
easy to see why a single girl’'s parents
would welcome such additions to their
own family. However, after a girl is mar-
ried the situation is changed. The hus-
band will not tolerate his wives' going with
other men.

Religion and Polygamy

There were a number of religions in our
community. In addition to our ancient
fetish religion there were a large Catholic
church and a number of Protestant sects,
though these latter were quite small. These
churches never made any mention of po-
lygamy. Most of those attending them still
practiced fetishism and polygamy, and yet
were in good standing in the church.

At first | never attended the churches,
though 1 always had reverence for the
Bible. But then one day the priest told
me | would never go to heaven since | was
not baptized. This worried me, so | got
baptized as a Catholic. For many years
I continued as a good member of the
church, though still a polygamist and a
practicer of the fetish religion.

Then, in 1947, | first saw one of the
publications of the Watch Tower Society.
One of my friends had obtained the book
“The Truth Shall Make You Since
he no longer wanted it, | made a trade
with him for it, for | had wanted to learn
more about the Bible. Well, after reading
that book | was convinced that it was in
harmony with the Bible's teaching. | could
see that all the churches in our community
were no different from the fetish religion,
as far as doing what the Bible commanded
was concerned.

| stopped attending the church and took
less and less interest in the fetish religion.
But | went no farther, for I could see that
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the things | was learning from the Bible
would require me to make some big chang-
es in my life. | did not want to break away
from all the girl friends | had. Thus a
number of years passed.

True Freedom Comes
Then one day some Christian witness-
es of Jehovah were working from house

ter. Today they are serving as traveling
representatives of the Watch Tower So-
ciety.

Truly, | have been made free. No longer
am | subject to religious superstitions or
teachings that water down the Bible's re-
qguirements. My conscience is clear because
I am following Jesus’ counsel to have only
one wife. (Mark 10:6-9) | know that | am

to house in our conforming to the
town, and were Lord's arrange-
arrested and e Pressure for More ment for respon-
jailed. This really sible Christians.
impressed me. » Your Liver Speaks Up. —1 Tim. 3:2.

Here were sure- More than that,

ly the true Chris-
tians, willing to
endure persecu-
tion in order to
preach the Bible’s message! | decided that
it was time for me to do something, even
if it meant making big changes in my life.
A Bible study was started with all of
my family and soon after, in 1960, | put
away all but one of my wives and deter-
mined to dedicate my life to Jehovah.
When | had previously joined the Catholic
church, no questions were raised as to the
old fetish religion. But | soon found that
becoming one of Jehovah’s witnesses was
an entirely different matter. 1 had to con-
form my life to the Bible’s requirements.
Yet the joy of knowing | was really serv-
ing the true God was strengthening.
What became of my other four wives?
And what about all my children? | am hap-
py to say that two of my former wives
became Witnesses also, dedicating their
lives to Jehovah God. The children all re-
mained with me, and now two of them are
full-time ministers, while six are also dedi-
cated and serving the interests of God's
kingdom with the local congregation of
Jehovah'’s witnesses. It also made me very
happy to arrange for the youngest of my
former wives to marry a full-time minis-
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e | Was Once a Slave of the Demons.

— In the next issue.

I find in my case
that the Lord Je-
sus’ promise at
Mark 10:29, 30 is
really fulfilled. My family is much larger
than I could ever have hoped. Everywhere
I have brothers and sisters, fathers and
mothers, and also many children. How?
Because Jehovah God has shown mercy
to me and made me part of his grand
earthly family that is dwelling together
in true peace.

Today I live in my home with just one
wife. Now it is a real joy to return to
my home, where there is peace—peace
that comes from following God's Word.
True, I am no longer a “big” man with
great influence in the community. Yet
what influence | do have | am happy to use
to help others come to know and serve the
true God and gain spiritual freedom.

I find great joy and peace of mind in
sharing my happiness with others in the
community. Some have already begun to
share this happiness of being part of Jeho-
vah'’s grand family in which there are no
jealousy and no loose moral attitudes. It is
my earnest hope that | can still help many
more to genuine freedom in God’'s congre-
gation before Jehovah brings to an end all
who cling to customs not in harmony with
his perfect will.
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MINERDLS

HERE was a time when the role that

minerals play in nutrition was not ap-
preciated. The emphasis in nutrition was
on proteins (such as meat, fish, dairy prod-
ucts and eggs), fats (such as butter, lard,
oils) and carbohydrates (all the sugars
and starches). Then men began to discern
that good health depended also upon other
factors, such as vitamins, and that even
certain minerals, found in the body in very
small amounts, were indispensable.

Concerning these minerals we are told
that they carry a clear message: “Man
cannot exist elsewhere.” Also that “had
man [come into existence] on another
planet, he would have had a different min-
eral composition.”* This is just what we
should expect in view of the Bible's ac-
count of creation as found at Genesis 2:7:
“Jehovah God proceeded to form the man
out of dust from the ground and to blow
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the
man came to be a living soul.”

Interestingly, the fact that Jehovah God
originally gave man *“all vegetation bear-
ing seed ... and every tree on which there
is the fruit of a tree bearing seed” as food
is also borne out by a study of these min-
erals. While the body carefully guards
many of these minerals, not so with po-
tassium, obtained mostly from fruits and
vegetables. Daily the body expels a cer-

* Annals of Allergy, April 1968.
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tain amount of potassium regardless of
how much is taken in, requiring daily
consumption of potassium-rich foods. This
has caused a team of leading nutritionists
to ask, “Could it be because man original-
ly lived on fruits and vegetables?” Yes,
undoubtedly that is the reason.—Gen. 1:29.

Scientists today list over a hundred ele-
ments as being found on this earth. How-
ever, some of these are man-made. As
many as sixty of the natural elements
have been found in living things and some
forty have been found in man.

Not included here for special consider-
ation are the four major elements described
as “having a molecular weight of 16 or
less.” These account for 96 percent of the
body’s composition. They include oxygen,
65 percent; carbon, 18 percent; hydrogen,
10 percent; nitrogen, 3 percent. The fact
that 75 percent of the body’s composition
is oxygen and hydrogen would seem to
show the need of daily drinking sufficient
liquids.

“Macro” and “Micro” Minerals

What is being considered here are the
“macro” minerals and “micro” or “trace”
elements or minerals. The macro elements
comprise a total of about 3.5 percent of
the body’s composition. They exist in
quantities of less than 3 percent and more
than 1/100th of 1 percent. (See chart.)
These are calcium, phosphorus, potassium,
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sulfur, sodium, chlorine and magnesium.

The micro elements account for the re-
maining about
the more important micro or trace ele-
ments are iron, manganese, copper, iodine,
zinc, molybdenum, cobalt, fluorine, chro-
mium and bromine.

These various minerals have an impor-
tance in nutrition far beyond the extreme-
ly small amounts that are found in the
body. Calcium, the major one of these,
represents only about I/70th of the body’s
composition. And there is from 400 to 500
times as much calcium in the body as
there is iron. Then again, there is twenty
times as much iron as there is copper, and
five times as much copper as there is io-
dine in the body. Yet iodine is essential
to good health even though it is found in
the body only to the extent of one part
in 2.5 million or more.

Man has still much to learn about the
presence and value of these minerals in
the body. As one medical journal ex-
pressed it: “New knowledge concerning
minerals both macro and micro opens up
bright vistas in the prevention and treat-
ment of disease, as well as in the main-
tenance of optimal nutrition. . They
offer a treasure-house of exciting opportu-
nities for investigators.”

Basically, the minerals in the body serve
two functions. One is that of building
blocks; the other is that of regulators of
the body’'s processes by combining with
vitamins, with other minerals and with
enzymes. In fact, a number of these min-
erals serve quite a variety of valuable pur-
poses in the body.

In considering information on minerals
it is well to keep in mind that nutrition is
by no means a science on which there is
general agreement as there is with, say,
mathematics and physics. There is some
disagreement as to the exact proportions
of these elements in the body, as to just
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where to draw the line between macro and
micro elements and as to which trace ele-

yaf 1 percepantaphgssential. But what is known

can be very helpful.

The Variable Factor of Soil Content

With this article there appears a chart
of these minerals, giving their amounts,
their location in the body, their value and
sources. In addition it appears wise to of-
fer a few guiding principles as to obtain-
ing sufficient amounts of these in one’s
food. There seems to be no question about
the fact that these elements need to be
found in the soil before they can be found
in the food grown on it.

In this regard there is something to be
said in favor of organic gardening, which
puts emphasis on the use of manure, com-
post and the growing of such crops as
winterpeas and vetch to improve the min-
eral content of the soil. Some thirty-five
years ago, Dr. Alexis Carrel, the late famed
biologist and Nobel Prize winner, stated:

“Man is literally made from the dust
of the earth. ... The staple foods may not
contain the same nutritive substances as
in former times. Mass production has mod-
ified the composition of wheat, eggs, milk,
fruit, and butter, although these articles
have retained their familiar appearance.
Chemical fertilizers, by increasing the
abundance of the crops without replacing
all the exhausted elements in the soil, have
indirectly contributed to changing the nu-
tritive value of cereal grains and vege-
tables. Hens have been compelled, by ar-
tificial diet and mode of living, to enter
the ranks of mass producers. Has not the
quality of their eggs been modified?”
—Man the Unknown.

Practical Considerations

However, while ever so many persons
may be able to do very little about procur-
ing organically grown food, there still is
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Mineral

Calcium

Phosphorus

Potassium

Sulfur

Sodium

Chlorine

Magnesium

Iron

Manganese

Copper

18

% of Body

1.5-9

1.0

.35

.25

.15

.15

.05

.004-7

.0003

.0002

MINERALS

Macro Minerals
Where Located, Value

99% in bones, teeth. Aids in blood clotting,
muscle activity, nerve function, heart action;
activates certain enzymes. (Most persons do
not get enough calcium.)

75% in bones, teeth. Aids in cell life, re-
production, utilization of carbohydrates, fats,
in maintaining acid-base balance; nourishes
brain, etc.

Found in cells. Plays leading role in utiliza-
tion of proteins, carbohydrates; helps main-
tain normal heartbeat.

Found in (and important to) skin, fingernails,
hair; the “beauty mineral.”

Found throughout body. Maintains water
balance, osmotic pressure in body fluids; aids
in maintaining acid-base balance; indispens-
able for kidney function.

Mostly in extracellular fluids, part of hydro-
chloric acid in stomach. Aids liver function,
maintaining acid-base balance.

Bones, soft tissues. Important to heart, nerve
tissue; vita! to a host of enzyme functions.

Micro or Trace Minerals

In hemoglobin. Aids in bringing oxygen to
cells; aids certain cellular enzymes. (Women
need more iron than do men.)

Essential for bone formation, body growth,
normal metabolism; activates many essential
enzymes.

Aids in utilization of iron; activates many
essential enzymes. “Key element to life it-
self.”

IN THE BODY

Some Good Sources

Milk, other dairy products,
cabbage, kale, etc., unre-
fined cereals, legumes, bone
meal.

All  protein foods: meats,
fish, nuts, legumes, dairy
products, unrefined cereals.

All fruits, vegetables. Pota-
to peelings richest source.
(Must be taken daily.)

Protein foods, onion, cab-

bage families.

Table and sea salt, cheese,
butter, cereals. “A diet truly
low in sodium would be
hard to achieve.”

Salt, meat, leafy vegetables,
milk, tomatoes, etc.

Nuts, legumes, fish, whole
grains, blackstrap molasses,
raw leafy vegetables.

Liver, lean meats, legumes,
egg yolks, molasses, dark
leafy greens, raisins, apri-

cots, berries, onions, oysters,
whole grains.

Whole grains, legumes, beet
tops, pineapple, bananas,
blueberries, saltwater fish.

shellfish, le-
raisins, unre-

Liver, kidney,
gumes, nuts,
fined cereals.
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Micro or Trace Minerals— Continued

Mineral % of Body Where Located, Value Some Good Sources

lodine .00004 Mostly in thyroid gland. Controls metabo- Seafood (animal and veg-
lism rate, aids in forming thyroid hormone, etable), mushrooms, crops
prevents goiter, etc. grown near oceans, iodized

salt.

Zinc Trace Mostly in sex organs and thyroid. Plays vital Animal proteins, fish, whole
role in enzymes needed for growth and body grains, maple sugar.
functioning.

Molybdenum Trace Essential for bone formation, normal metab- Legumes, whole grains, dark
olism, body growth. leafy greens, organ meats.

J

Cobalt Trace In pancreas, liver, spleen. Aids in blood Liver, legumes, whole grains.
formation, vital part of vitamin B-12.

Fluorine Trace Found in bones and teeth. Prevents tooth Seafood, tea.
decay.

Chromium Trace Contributes to growth, longevity, resistance Raw sugar.
to disease, especially diabetes.

Bromine Trace Persons suffering from depressive psychoses Watermelons, tomatoes.

found to have less than average in blood.

(It is to be expected that authorities differ; listings are representative rather than comprehensive.)

much that they can do about getting suffi-
cient minerals in their food. For example,
they can choose unrefined foods. Whole
wheat flour, dark rye flour, steel-cut oats or
old-fashioned rolled oats, unpolished rice,
all contain many times more vital minerals
than their refined counterparts. Black-
strap molasses, honey, maple syrup, raw
sugar and dried fruits (such as raisins and
apricots, dates and figs) abound in such
vital minerals as copper and iron, which
are wholly lacking in white sugar.

It is also a known fact that food taken
from the oceans is richer in certain min-
erals than food taken from the soil; and
especially is this true if the soil has been
cultivated for generations and replenished
only with chemical fertilizers. This applies
not only to fish and shellfish but also to
sea vegetation such as kelp, which is a

JUNE 21970

staple part of the diet of many peoples,
such as the Japanese, and which in West-
ern lands is available mostly in tablet
form.

The ideal situation is for the housewife
to be concerned with these things, as that
is part of her obligation to the family.
Knowing which foods are rich in needed
minerals, she can include them in her
family’s menu. She can also make it a
point to learn to prepare cooked and raw
vegetables appetizingly, so that her family
will readily eat more of these foods that
are rich in minerals. Judicious use of
spices, onions and garlic can do much to
help her realize this objective. Wise is it
also to make use of all “pot liquor,” that
is, the water from boiled vegetables, for
it abounds in minerals.

The “sweet tooth” of the family can be
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catered to without resorting to white sug-
ar, which, according to one of England’s
leading nutritionists, “is the only dietary
difference that can consistently be found
between persons who develop coronary
heart disease and those who do not.” As
already noted, there are many sweet foods
that not only are appealing to the palate
and furnish much energy but are very
rich in valuable minerals. In particular
should the womenfolk apply to themselves
these suggestions, as many of them have
the poorest dietary habits. At least that
is what the United States Department of
Agriculture concluded after receiving re-
plies to questionnaires from 14,500 Ameri-
can women.

There is also the matter of cost to be
considered. True, fruits, nuts, fresh or fro-
zen vegetables, mushrooms and certain

seafoods may seem to be rather costly. But
are they really costly when one considers
their nutritional value and that they might
save on medicine and doctor bills? On the
other hand, use of peanuts, whole-grain
cereals, baked potatoes, wheat germ, and
especially such legumes as lentils and soy-
beans can materially cut down on one'’s
bill for meat, generally the most costly
food item.

No question about it, good nutrition re-
quires sufficient of these valuable minerals.
But at the same time a word of caution
seems fitting. It would not be wise to go
“overboard” in regard to these things, as
if one’'s physical food were the most im-
portant thing in life. It is not. Why not?
Because “man must live, not on bread
alone, but on every utterance coming forth
from Jehovah’'s mouth.”—Matt. 4:4.

"Beloved Lady
of Luxembourg"

By “Awake!”

ER face is oval, and rich tresses of

hair fall to her shoulders. She has
strings of pearls and other costly neck-
laces. Her robes surpass in splendor those
of kings and queens. Garments embroi-
dered with gold and silver thread, and set
with diamonds and precious stones, fill her
wardrobe. Not one, but two scepters are
at her disposal, and a choice of four pairs
of golden crowns are available for the

2

correspondent in Luxembourg

adornment of herself and the child she
carries.

Who is she? She is a costly figurine
little more than thirty-seven inches in
height. She is well known in Luxembourg,
bearing the title “Beloved Lady of Luxem-
bourg.”

She is formed out of wood of the lime
tree, and has a heart of literal gold. Her
right foot rests upon a moon with the face
of a Turk, to commemorate, it is said, the
victory of the papal, Spanish and Vene-
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tian fleets over the Turkish fleet at the
battle of Lepanto in 1571 C.E. She car-
ries, too, a golden key.

Even in this latter part of the twen-
tieth century, homage and worship are of-
fered to this patron saint of the City and
State of Luxembourg. Pilgrimages and
processions in her honor are numerous.
People bow before her and pray to her.
Multitudes believe that she has brought
them comfort and miraculous healing of
their ailments. To many, she is more than
a mere graven thing—she is “queen of
heaven.”

How ItAll Started

Superstitious stories about the power
and efficacy of this figurine have passed
from mouth to mouth, in the process gain-
ing much from the vivid imaginations of
the transmitters. The Jesuits procured for
the figurine recognition by the official
church authorities. In 1677 it was declared
the patron saint and guardian of the whole
country, and the following year the Holy
See confirmed this choice.

The chapel built in honor of the image
became a center of pilgrimage. One female
official of Luxembourg is said to have been
cured here of a paralyzing arthritic com-
plaint that had laid her in bed for twelve
years and robbed her of the power of
speech. Devotees of Luxembourg's “Be-
loved Lady” reportedly received visions.
They called her “Mother of God” and
“comforter of the afflicted.”

Viewed from the vantage point of our
time, it appears that the promotion of
Luxembourg’'s “Beloved Lady” was, in
fact, another facet of the counterreforma-
tion. As such it proved successful. Caught
up in the worship of an image for which
miraculous powers were claimed, most
of the populace was held closely to the
Roman Catholic Church throughout the
period of the so-called Protestant Refor-
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mation, when priests such as Luther de-
nounced the teachings of the Church and
rebelled.

Facing the Facts Today

What about today? Can Luxembourg’s
citizens properly continue their proces-
sions and professions of worship to this
expensive figurine? Are there reasons for
reexamining their position in relation to
this image? There are certainly a number
of indisputable facts that should be faced
—facts that bear directly on this matter,
and that involve the question of true wor-
ship.

Consider, for example, these words
which form part of the 1943 Bible Encyc-
lical of Pope Pius XII: “Under inspiration
pf divine spirit the holy writers composed
the books that God in his fatherly good-
ness wanted to give to the human race
‘for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction which is in righteousness:
that the man of God may be complete,
furnished completely unto every good
work.” In this heaven-given treasure, the
church sees the most precious source and
divine norm for its religious and moral
code.”

If you EHre a member of the Roman
Catholic Church, do you take seriously
the words of this Encyclical? If the Holy
Scriptures are the norm for religious and
moral teachings, then no honest Catholic
may safely shy away from examining
them to see whether the festival of Lux-
embourg’s patron saint with its proces-
sions is in agreement with the divine will.

Turning to Exodus chapter 20, verses
4 and 5, in his own Bible (Catholic Douay
Version) each Catholic will find these ex-
plicit words of God: “Thou shalt not make
to thyself a graven thing, nor the likeness
of any thing that is in heaven above, or
in the earth beneath, nor of those things
that are in the waters under the earth.
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Thou shalt not adore them, nor serve
them: | am the Lord thy God, mighty,
jealous, visiting the iniquity of the fa-
thers upon the children.”

Certainly Luxembourg’'s “Holy Lady” is
a graven thing, and it is adored and served
with pomp and fervor as though it were
a divine being. How does anyone, be he
priest or bishop, ruler or subject, have the
right to set aside and violate the plain
command of God? Can he expect to go
unpunished?

But there is more to consider. At Jere-
miah chapter 10, verses 3 to 5, in the
Douay Version Bible, these words can be
found: “For the laws of the people are
vain: for the works of the hand of the
workman hath cut a tree out of the for-
est with an axe. He hath decked it with
silver and gold: he hath put it together
with nails and hammers, that it may not
fall asunder. They are framed after the
likeness of a palm tree [here the Catholic
Aschafferiburger-Bibel says, “they are like
a scarecrow in a cucumber field”], and
shall not speak: they must be carried to
be removed, because they cannot go.
Therefore fear them not, for they can nei-
ther do evil nor good.”

In the case of this figurine, the work-
man cut down a lime tree and carved out
of it the "Lady of Luxembourg,” which
cannot speak, nor can it do either good
or evil. True, superstitious forefathers
were led to believe that this lifeless image
could perform miracles. But what of en-
lightened, educated people today? Is it
proper to perpetuate such a belief that is
entirely contrary to the inspired Word of
God?

The teachings of God's Son, Jesus
Christ, are very clear in this respect. For
example, note these words spoken by his
apostle Paul: “Being therefore the off-
spring of God, we must not suppose the di-
vinity to be like unto gold, or silver, or
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stone, the graving of art, and device of
man.” (Acts of the Apostles, chapter 17,
verse 29, Douay Version) And Jesus’ apos-
tle John gave this clear warning: “Little
children, keep yourselves from idols.”
—1 John 5:21, Douay.

No “Queen of Heaven”

What about the titles “Queen of Heav-
en” and “Mother of God” that have been
applied to this figurine?

It is interesting to note the mention of
‘queen of heaven’ in the Holy Scriptures
at Jeremiah 7:18. There the Bible shows
that the “queen of heaven” was a false
goddess, and Almighty God was angered
when his people turned to such false wor-
ship. The Bible account says: “The chil-
dren gather wood, and the fathers kindle
the fire, and the women knead the dough,
to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and
to offer libations to strange gods, and to
provoke me to anger.” Should not people
who claim to be “Christians” fear to pro-
voke God to anger today with like pagan
idolatry?

The title “Mother of God,” too, has long
been connected with pagan worship. Not
once is it mentioned in the Bible. Con-
trary to what many have been taught to
believe, Jesus Christ gave no command
to his followers that they should either
adore or address their prayers to Mary,
his earthly mother. Instead, Jesus plainly
declared: “lI am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No man cometh to the Fa-
ther, but by me. .. . Whatsoever you shall
ask the Father in my name [not his moth-
er's name], that will 1 do: that the Fa-
ther may be glorified in the Son.” (John
14:6, 13, Douay) And the apostle Paul
speaks of no ‘mediatrix,” but declares:
“For there is one God, and one mediator
of God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”
—1 Tim. 2:5, Douay.
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WhatWill You Do?

It is true that others may continue pay-
ing homage to a lifeless image. But when
one considers what Almighty God says in
his Word the Bible, is it not obvious that
to do this is displeasing to God? What will
you do?

It would be wise to act in harmony with
these very pointed expressions of God's
Word: “The idols of the Gentiles [non-
Jewish peoples] are silver and gold, the
works of the hands of men. They have
mouths and speak not: they have eyes
and see not. They have ears and hear not:
they have noses and smell not. They have
hands and feel not: they have feet and
walk not: neither shall they cry out
through their throat. Let them that make
them become like unto them: and all such
as trust in them.”—Ps. 113:4-8, Catholic
Douay Version.

WkO

HEN 1 accepted a position in the office
of my church | felt that God had blessed

Certainly you do not want to become
lifeless like a carved image that cannot
speak, see, hear or walk. You do not wish
to end up in the company of those graven
things. God will soon put an end to all
of them and all those that honor them.
His Word very frankly says: “How puny,
then, is mem’s skill, how sorry a thing is
the carver's workmanship; after all his
pains, only a lifeless counterfeit! Fond
imaginations, fantastic figures, when the
time comes for reckoning, they will be
heard of no more.”—Jer. 10:14,15, Catho-
lic Monsignor Knox translation.

The time is here for all who would have
God’s approval and blessing and genuine
protection to give ear to the message of
hope and peace that is found in the Holy
Scriptures. That message Jehovah's wit-
nesses are freely extending to all in Lux-
embourg and in all other nations.

3X4 w, Cuck

called us. | would attend church services but
then come home and cry.

me. But little did I realize what lay ahead. Finally, | offered to help by teaching Sunday

You see, my being on the inside of the
church's organization gave me the unique op-
portunity to see and hear more than could
the average churchgoer, who attends only Sun-
day-morning services. | came to see what goes
on in church as few people ever do.

One day the church office phone rang. When
I answered it, | learned that the mother of a
family was dying and they asked me to send
the minister to their home at once. | shall
never forget that day. The minister, instead
of going to offer spiritual help, asked me to
get the church lawyer at once. The minister
wanted him to go to that home and make
sure that the dying woman’s will was accept-
able and that she had included the church as
a beneficiary.

That day my eyes were really opened for
the first time and | began to pray for guidance.
Then we moved to this small town [Warrens-
burg, New York], where I thought that things
might be different in our Methodist church.
For weeks no one spoke to us and no one
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school—a job | held until a serious illness
forced me to resign. The minister was angry
because | could not continue teaching. Oh, but
did they know where I was when they wanted
money and more money! In fact, all | heard
was nine thousand dollars to repair the organ
or we need money to build a new home for
the minister, and so forth.

I finally stayed away despite feeling guilty
and afraid because of not receiving commu-
nion the first Sunday of each month. In time
my prayers were answered. One day when |
was especially depressed, one of Jehovah’s
witnesses stopped by to see me. She told me
about the prophecies in the Bible and Jehovah
God’s purpose for mankind. | began studying
the Bible, and not long after that | left my
'original church. 1 began associating with Je-
hovah’s true servants, his witnesses. And what
great blessings | have received from this! If
we only ask that Jehovah’s will be our will,
then all things will work together for our
good.— Contributed.
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OMBS and hairbrushes! Powder and

powder puffs! Toothpicks and tooth-
brushes! One would hardly think of asso-
ciating these items with animal life. In
fact, the very idea of it might seem ridicu-
lous to some people. Nevertheless, students
and observers of animal behavior have
found that many of our marine, insect and
animal neighbors are equipped with toilet-
ries like these and use them regularly to
clean and beautify themselves.

Our animal neighbors did not invent
this idea of dolling up. No, Almighty God,
their Creator, is the one who equipped
them with these beauty tools. And he is
the one who gave them the instinct to use
these toiletries for their intended purposes.
Hence, it is by these means that animals
can follow a program of practical hygiene
that helps them stay in good health.

Their Combs and Brushes

Consider the toiletries of the lowly ants.
These tiny insects have combs, brushes,
soaps and pomade that they use frequently
and with great vigor. In fact, ants have
fine-tooth combs and coarse-tooth combs
just as humans do. These combs are at-
tached to the fourth joint of their legs.

R. Dixon and B. Eddy in their book Per-
sonality of Insects quote Dr. McCook, who
studied ants for many years, as saying:
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“This (the tibial comb) is a real comb
which might have served the inventor of
our own combs for a model, its chief dif-
ference being that it is permanently at-
tached to the limb that operates it. It has
a short handle, a stiff back, and a regu-
larly toothed edge.” The teeth are “point-
ed at the free end and enlarged at the
base, are stiff but elastic, and spring back
when bent as do the teeth of a comb.”

The brushes of the ants are ingeniously
practical devices. They are made up of
soft hollow hairs through which a lubri-
cant or pomade is secreted. This lubricant
causes grains of dirt and dust to stick to-
gether, thereby making it easy to remove
them.

Doll-up time for the ants is usually in
the morning when they awaken. It is then
that they are seen combing and brushing
themselves vigorously. Of course, being
the fastidious insects that they are, suits
also doll up whenever they feel the need
to do so. Interestingly, ants help comb,
brush and wash one another, cleaning
parts of the bodies of other ants that they
cannot reach by themselves. Yes, they
even practice massage.

Another creature equipped with toilet-
ries is the beaver. He has a built-in comb
and hairdressing supply. The nail of his
second toe on each hind foot is split, and
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the toe itself, being jointed, can bend in
any direction. So with this comb the bea-
ver will sit on his tail, which seems to
help his oil glands discharge the hair-
dressing needed, and doll up his furry coat.

Among the winged creatures, free-tailed
bats have most effective hairbrushes. On
the outer toes of their feet there are fring-
es of little bristles that stick out. Just
short of their tips, these bristles are bent
at a right angle. Thus whichever way Mr.
Bat moves his feet he is able to dig right
down to the roots of his hair. And he takes
plenty of time dolling up. He will repeated-
ly use both of his hairbrushes in an alter-
nating fashion. When he is finished the
hair on his back will be neatly parted in
the middle.

The brushes of the prawn, a shrimplike
sea creature, have bristles that stand up
like those of a bottle cleaner. They are
located on his front nippers, and he vigor-
ously applies these brushes to every part
of his body, even to a surprising distance
under his shell. When his brushes get
dirty, he simply cleans them by running
them through his jaws.

Powdering Themselves

Among the beauty aids that some of our
animal neighbors use to doll themselves
up is some form of powder, in most cases,
dust. However, look on the vanity table
in the boudoir of the heron, long-legged
birds the diet of which consists chiefly of
raw seafood. Since such slimy fare soils
his feathers, the heron needs to clean up
right after eating. He is equipped with
two beauty aids to accomplish this.

On his breast he has a powder puff that
is made up of short, brittle feathers that
are coated with a waxy powder. The claw
of the middle toe of his foot is serrated.
Under a microscope it looks just like a
comb. After dinner, the heron dabs plenty
of powder on his head and neck by simply
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dipping them into his powder puff on his
breast. This soaks up the slime. Then,
balancing himself on one foot, he uses the
other to comb the powder off his feathers
with his claw comb. He next grooms his
bill and then each wing in turn. Stretching
out a wing, he sweeps his foot underneath
it and neatly arranges its feathers.

The bittern is another bird that dolls
up in a similar manner, because his diet
resembles that of the heron. However, his
comb is even more efficient. It has thirty-
six well-formed teeth!

Pheasants and partridges take dust
baths regularly. Both have favorite spots
or dust bathtubs. Pheasants use a dusting
place so often that it becomes filled with
fine powdery dust. When one settles into
it and begins flicking the powdery dust
into its feathers, the dust rises in clouds.
During dry weather partridges visit their
dust tubs daily, be it on a road or some
dry bare place at the foot of a bank.

Elephants relish taking dust baths too.
They prepare their dust bath by shuffling
their huge feet back and forth. When they
have scraped up an adequate powder heap,
they blow it over their backs. They often
do this when flies and heat bother them.
Mama Elephant is very particular about
Junior’s toilet. Despite his protests, she
forces him into the water and thoroughly
washes him down. Then after his bath,
she powders him all over with fine dust
and finishes dolling him up with a trunk
massage.

Keeping Their Teeth Clean

Do you know how some animals keep
their teeth clean? The answer is found
right in their mouths! Inside their lips
and cheeks there are outgrowths that
form natural toothbrushes. Some mam-
mals have these outgrowths on the side
of their tongues also. Every time the ani-
mal opens and closes his mouth these nat-
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ural toothbrushes sweep up and down in
a cleansing action.

The lemur has six lower front teeth that
protrude straight out of his front jaw.
This is his comb, but how does he clean
it when it gets clogged up with furry
debris? Well, the underside of the front
part of his tongue has small horny pro-
jections. By rapidly moving it back and
forth over his teeth, he cleans them most
effectively.

Mongooses use their sharp claws as
toothpicks. Frank W. Lane in his book
Nature Parade tells what a man said about
his pet mongoose: “He was excessively
clean, and after eating would pick his
teeth with his claws in a most absurd
manner.”

In the sea the parrot fish's fused plate-
like teeth are cared for and cleaned by
small wrasses, spiny-finned fishes. These
fellows also clean the scales of other fishes.
They will even help the dreaded moray
eel in his oral hygiene. They enter his
mouth and clean away parasites. When
this is going on the eel usually refrains
from attacking his dentist.

The crocodile’s animated toothpicks
come in the form of tickbirds and plovers.
When crocodiles sun themselves on a bank,
they will prop their jaws wide open and
let the plovers clean their teeth and mouth.
The sharp spurs on the plovers’ wings are
said to keep the crocodiles aware of his
toothpicks’ presence, lest he should close
his jaws on them before their work is
done.

Frank Lane reports that once there was
an old crocodile that forgot and closed

his jaws on the tickbirds that were clean-
ing up his teeth, crushing them to death.
The other birds seemed never to forget the
old boy’s doing this, for they avoided him
like the plague.

Beauty Help from Others

Have you ever watched a monkey stu-
diously picking through the hair of a
fellow monkey? Perhaps you thought he
was picking fleas. No, it is not fleas that
he was after but the scaly pieces of skin,
the salty taste of which delights him. Not
only that, but the one being dolled up in
this manner evidently experiences a most
pleasant sensation.

Cattle help each other doll up parts that
are not easily accessible. They will stand
facing each other and proceed to lick each
other's head and neck. Yes, they give
each other a facial.

Canadian naturalist Dan McCowan re-
ports witnessing a mule deer dolling up
the furry coat of a varying hare. The hare
hopped up to the mule deer that was brows-
ing at the edge of a forest and sat down
in front of him. At once the deer began
licking the head, back and sides of the
hare. This went on for ten to twelve min-
utes. McCowan found that others also saw
deer dolling up hares in this fashion. Evi-
dently, the deer enjoys the salty substanc-
es in the hare’s fur and the petting action
of the deer’s tongue simply delights the
hare.

Yes, dolling up is a regular routine
of animal life. It is not only humans that
do it.

The Bird That Grows Snowshoes

e In autumn the ruffled grouse, a North American bird, will grow
“snowshoes” to keep from sinking too deeply into the winter snow.
Each toe of this bird was designed by its Maker to become fringed
with flexible horny points. When the bird walks, these spread under
his weight and provide the much-needed support.
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IRIR WORD 15 truth

How Do We Show
We Fear God?

46T)E IN fear of God.” This is what the

D apostle Peter counsels Christians.
(1 Pet. 2:17) Just what is this fear of
God? Why should we fear God, and how
do we show it? By our knowing the an-
swers to these questions we can conduct
ourselves in a way that will please our
Creator, Jehovah God.

Some persons have been taught that God
will torture persons in a fiery hell after
death. To them, the possibility that God
might consign them to this dreadful place
is the reason why they fear God. However,
the Holy Bible does not teach such a God-
dishonoring idea, so it could never serve
as the basis for godly fear. (Jer. 19:5;
Rom. 6:7, 23; Ezek. 18:4) Nor should we
fear Jehovah God solely because he has
the power to punish wrongdoing. Godly
fear is based on faith in God. It is closely
tied in with love and trust. It is a healthy
fear that benefits the individual.

We can liken such healthy fear of God
to that of a young child toward his kind,
loving but firm father. This child is con-
fident in his father’s justice, and he senses
his father’'s warm, loving interest in his
welfare. He is also aware of what his fa-
ther requires of him and he knows that
his father will discipline him if he mis-
behaves. He does not live in morbid fear
of his father’'s ability to punish him but
abides in a climate of comparative free-
dom, aware of the limitations imposed on
him. Such limitations may be: not playing
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in the street but in the backyard; not play-
ing with matches but with his toys. The
healthy fear that a child has actually bene-
fits him, for it serves as a protection, keep-
ing him out of danger.

This helps us to appreciate why we
should fear Jehovah God. Turning to
Proverbs 8:13, we read: “The fear of Je-
hovah means the hating of bad.” Yes, by
hating bad, we carefully avoid engaging
in any works against which Almighty God
warns us in his Word the Bible.

This is an evidence of wisdom on our
part. As the Bible declares, at Psalm 111:
10: “The fear of Jehovah is the beginning
of wisdom.” This is because a person who
fears Jehovah will endeavor to use the
knowledge he has acquired in a right man-
ner. Yes, his fear will act as a guide and
move him to act wisely. It will help him
to make wise decisions on matters involv-
ing his life and his relationship with his
Creator.

However, it is quite evident that the
majority of persons in this system of
things do not fear Jehovah God. They
flagrantly practice what his laws condemn.
And what has this produced? The ever-
worsening moral breakdown, the relentless
rise in crime and the shocking reports of
violence by persons who profess to be
Christian fearers of God! The hearts of
many in this world have “become fully
set in them to do bad.” They forget Jeho-
vah's warning that “although a sinner may
be doing bad a hundred times and continu-
ing a long time as he pleases, yet ... it
will not turn out well at all with the wick-
ed one, neither will he prolong his days
that are like a shadow, because he is not in
fear of God.” Destruction will eventually
overtake such ones.—Eccl. 8:11-13; Titus
1:16.

True Christians, who really fear Jeho-
vah, appreciate that his laws are for their
welfare. He did not make them just to
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strike fear into men’s hearts. These laws
act as a hedge, confining man in an area
of comparative safety and freedom. The
sanctions for violating them are for man’s
own good, for they help keep him in this
safe place. Thus the true Christian’s fear
of disobeying God acts as a safeguard from
spiritual and even physical danger.

We noted that love is closely tied in
with the fear of God. How is this so0?
Remember the child who is aware of his
father’s authority but who also loves his
father dearly. Will he not endeavor to do
that which would make his father happy?
So with true Christians. They love Jeho-
vah God, their heavenly Father, and have
so much for which to be thankful to him.
They would not want to do anything that
would displease him or hurt his good
name. So they always seek to be a cause
of happiness and joy to him.—Prov. 23:
15; 27:11.

And when it comes to attempts by men
to cause them to do that which would dis-
please God, they remember Jesus’ words
at Matthew 10:28: “Do not become fear-
ful of those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul; but rather be in fear of him
[God] that can destroy both soul and body
in Gehenna.” No matter what type of pres-
sure is brought against them, they know
that their prospect for eternal life lies in
God’'s hands. Their keen awareness of
God’'s power over life and their faith in
his promise of a resurrection enable them
to have the cotirage to overcome fear of
man.—Heb. 13:6.

All this presents us with a fine way to
see how we show our fear of God. Some
may deceive themselves into thinking that
they do fear God, but fear of man may
dominate them in many subtle ways. Ask
yourself, “If 1 know something is right,
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do I hold back from doing it because of
fear that my neighbors might not ap-
prove?” A person may hot engage in vio-
lence or immorality, but if he holds back
from doing good because he is afraid of
what his neighbors might think, he is not
really showing that he fears God. If God
wants us to do something, it must be
right and that should move us to do
it no matter what others might think.
—Prov. 29:25.

Fear of man often strongly asserts itself
in matters of religion. Suppose you found
clear evidence that the religious organi-
zation in which your parents reared you
was not teaching God’s truth but that an-
other group of people were really prac-
ticing the true religion. Would you have
the courage to identify yourself with the
true religion? Do you really fear God?
Yes, would you do this even though you
might have to face opposition from your
relatives or friends? Persons who fear
God have done it, and Jehovah God has
blessed them richly for their courageous
action.

Think, too, of that rich young man who
wanted to follow Jesus but who was
afraid to do so because it meant changing
his economic condition. (Matt. 19:16-22)
If necessary, would you be willing to make
material sacrifices to serve Jehovah God?
It takes faith to do this, faith coupled with
a fear of God.

Only by studying the Bible, God’s Word,
can you develop the needed faith. Why
not take advantage of the opportunity to
do this vital thing? Accept the six-month
home Bible-study course offered without
charge by Jehovah's witnesses. If you do,
you will put yourself in position to be
richly blessed by God.—Ps. 147:11.
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Russian Census

<> The first head count of the
population in Russia since 1959
took place this year. It shows
that the total Soviet population
numbers 241,700,000, an in-
crease of 16 percent in eleven
years. Interestingly, the census
revealed that the Soviet Union
has become a predominantly
urban nation, with 56 percent
of the population in cities and
towns, while the remaining 44
percent lives in rural regions.

New Supreme Court Judge

# Sixty-one-year-old Harry
Andrew Blackmun was unani-
mously confirmed by the Unit-
ed States Senate on May 12 as
the 99th Justice of the United
States Supreme Court. Black-
mun filled the vacancy left
almost a year ago by the resig-
nation of Abe Fortas. The Sen-
ate vote was 94 to 0. The first
two choices to the judicial
bench, Clement F. Haynsworth,
Jr., and G. Harrold Carswell,
did not meet with Senate ap-
proval.

Want No Tax, No Church

<$> West Germans are leaving
the churches in greater num-
bers than ever before. This has
a meaning in Germany beyond
giving up attending church ser-
vices. Most Germans have done
that a long time ago. But what
Germans are doing now is hav-
ing their names legally re-
moved from church member-
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ship rolls so that they do not
have to pay the church tax.
At present the tax rate is be-
tween 8 and 10 percent of one’s
income tax.

Pope Protests

<> When Pope Paul VI went
to the Italian island of Sardin-
ia in the latter part of April,
some people chanted “Fascists,
Fascists,” and threw stones to-
ward the papal motorcade. The
police moved in to subdue the
group. At least 24 were hurt,
14 of them policemen, and 26
persons were taken into cus-
tody. The rioters branded the
pope “one of the treasurers.”
But the pope protested, telling
the slum-dwellers: “The pope
is not rich as so many people
claim. We have difficulties in
meeting the expenses of the

Holy See.” However, in the
book The Churches: Their
Riches, Revenues and Immu-

nities the Roman Catholic
Church is shown to have assets
and revenues exceeding $66,-
850,000,000.

Disturbing Riches

<& It is no secret that the Ro-
man Catholic Church in Amer-
ica generates great wealth. In
stocks alone, one market ex-
pert suggested that when you
touch figures like $20,000,000,-
000 “maybe you'll be close.” The
land assets alone of the arch-
diocese of New York are con-
servatively estimated at $55,-

000,000. Said author Kenneth
G. Gross: “Catholics, organiza-
tionally and clerically, report-
edly realize major profits from
Grace Lines, Moran Towing,
dozens of food producers and
packagers, the Metropolitan
Life Insurance Company, and
various utilities. Jesuits own
large blocks of shares in de-
fense industries (National
Steel, Boeing, Lockheed, Doug-
las, Curtiss-Wright), as well as
DiGiorgio Corp. and other
firms. The Knights of Colum-
bus, a tax-exempt lay Catholic
group, includes the land under
Yankee Stadium in a portfolio
of half a billion dollars.” A
New York priest said: “The
Catholic Church must either
get back to helping its poorest
members rather than cultivat-
ing its most influential parish-
ioners, or else risk devastation.”

Ulcers Among Children

<> A recent survey of medical
records indicated that ulcers
may be becoming an increas-
ingly common ailment among
children. As in adults, ulcers
in children may have emotional
stress as an underlying cause.
Dr. Harry A. Sultz, an asso-
ciate professor of preventive
medicine at the State Univer-
sity of New York at Buffalo,
said that the sharpest increase
in incidence was found among
15-year-old boys, particularly
those boys from the highest
socio-economic class. It has
been found that marital insta-
bility and parental religious
differences were far more com-
mon in the homes of ulcer pa-
tients than in the homes of
children with other chronic
diseases.

Flight from Religion

<€ A social philosopher and
theologian, Will Herberg, said
the man of today, even in
America, has become virtually
religion-blind and religion-deaf.
What keeps modern man from
being religious? “With the deep
and thoroughgoing seculariza-
tion of Western society, the
hopes and expectations of the

29



masses of people have steadily
been turning from Church to
State, from religion to poli-
tics,” he said. Herberg believes
religion has lost sight of the
individual, consequently the
individual has lost sight of
religion. Therefore, the flight.

“Heresy” from a Patriarch
<€ In an interview Greek Or-
thodox Patriarch Athenagoras
recently spoke out for mar-
riage of the clergy and against
clerical garb. Said the patri-
arch of Constantinople: “Wear-
ing a clerical frock is no longer
of any meaning, neither in ap-
pearance nor in an objective.
I am openly declared for
marriage of clergymen even
after ordination. . .. We would
have as clergymen . . . many
graduates of theological sem-
inaries, had they been able to
marry on finding their life
companions and not hurriedly
as the form imposes it.” These
comments provoked a sharp
response from Metropolitan
Amyrossios, who sent a tele-
gram to the Holy Synod saying
that the patriarch adheres to
“an heresy without reserva-
tion.” As a result, declared the
metropolitan, the outspoken
patriarch would no longer be
commemorated in the churches
of his metropolis.

Ban DDT

# It is against the law now to
produce preparations of DDT
for use on food and fodder
crops in the Soviet Union. The
United States government an-
nounced last November that it
planned to do away with most
domestic uses of DDT over a
two-year period. It began by
ordering the halt of the use of
DDT in residential areas by
the end of 1969.

Four Men Climb Everest

<> Sir Edmund Hillary of New
Zealand and Tenzing Norkay,
his Sherpa guide, were the first
to climb to the top of Mount
Everest. That was on May 29,
1953. Since then Swiss, Ameri-
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can and Indian expeditions
have made their way to the
top of the world’'s highest

mountain. The latest triumph
was made by a Japanese ex-
pedition that reached the sum-
mit on two consecutive days,
placing four men atop the
29,028-foot mountain on May
11 and 12. The total now is
24 persons who have made the
climb successfully.

Why Priests Leave ©

<> Some 28,000 out of 550,000
priests have left the Roman
Catholic Church in the last
five years. The Vatican now
expects the number to increase
sharply. Quite naturally people
are asking, Why are the priests
leaving the church? A number
of people point to clerical celi-
bacy as the place where the
trouble rests, especially so with
young priests. But Jesuit so-
ciologist Eugene J. Schallert
states that priests tend to be
driven out primarily by insen-
sitive authorities rather than
lured out by the other sex.

Waste

<> The secretary-general of the

United Nations cites annual

figures on waste products in

the United States as follows:

142.000. 000 tons of smoke and
noxious fumes, 7,000,000 auto-

mobiles, 20,000,000 tons of

paper, 48,000,000,000 cans, 26,-

000,000,000 bottles and jars,.

3.000.
and mill-tailings, 50,000,000,000,-
000 gallons of hot water. Com-
paratively speaking, little at-
tention is being given to the
conservation and recycling of
materials.

Bishop Critical

<> One of Europe’'s most in-
fluential Roman Catholic bish-
ops criticized Pope Paul for
refusing discussion of the con-
troversial question of priestly
celibacy. The controversy has
added to the crisis between the
Vatican and the Roman Catho-
lic Church in the Netherlands.
The Dutch Catholics, pressing
for acceptance of married

priests, urge that the question
be brought before the entire
church for a decision. The pope
says No. The pope’s refusal to
permit discussion was criticized
by Leo Cardinal Suenens, bish-
op of Brussels. In an interview
Cardinal Suenens said that the
question of celibacy itself is
not the most important point
at stake, but what is at stake
is the manner “of conceiving
the governing of the Church
and the application of certain
principles at the heart of Vati-
can I1,” the Ecumenical Coun-
cil that ended in 1966. The car-
dinal admitted that the pope
had the legal right to block
discussion of the Dutch re-
quest, but, he said, “this is not
at all the way the normal life
of the church should be nor a
normal condition of its govern-
ment.”

Killer Tornado Strikes

<> Lubbock, Texas, a city of
170,000 was turned into a disas-
ter area on the night of May
12. A tornado so powerful that
it blew a freight train off its
track and ripped great chunks
of concrete from buildings, left
over twenty persons dead and
more than three hundred in-
jured. Property damage was
unofficially calculated in the
millions of dollars. The storm
left a path of destruction eight
miles long. Hurricane-force
winds pelted the area with

000.000 tons of waste rockyolf-ball-sized hail and several

inches of rain. A 21-story down-
town office building was evac-
uated and declared to be too
dangerous for occupation. A
policeman said that “looting
started before the wind died
down.”

A Revision of Priorities

# Walter J. Hickel, U.S. Sec-
retary of the Interior, the man
who in a personal letter took
President Nixon gently but un-
mistakably to task for cutting
himself off from the nation’s
youth, appealed on May 13 that
the nation radically revise its
priorities in the years ahead.

AWAKE!



“We must take stock of what
the priorities are for man,”
Hickel said. “Our earth is en-
dangered by man’s environ-
mental abuses. We must have
the courage to set those prior-
ities not only in America but
in the world so that most of
our time, energy and money is
spent on the living of life
rather than on the destruction
and the defense of life.”

Vandalism in Schools
Vandalism in schools is
costly. Last year New York
city’s public schools paid a bill
of $3,266,025 for broken glass,
unlawful entries and fires. The
cost this year was a 20-percent
increase over the 1968 loss.
The listed cost of vandalism
no doubt would be much higher
if there were figures available
on all stolen equipment and
defaced and broken furniture
and walls. The cost in lost
education adds still more.

When a room full of type-
writers is looted, the children
taking typing lessons get no
instruction, sometimes for two
months or more, until the
typewriters are replaced.

Transfusions Dangerous
Anyone taking a blood
transfusion today runs the se-
rious risk of contracting hepa-
titis, a dangerous type of blood
disease. More than five thou-
sand cases of infectious hepa-
titis are caused each year in
California alone by blood trans-
fusions. Also a Florida team
of doctors found that oxygen
transport is impaired up to 33
percent by the smoking habit.
This raised in cardiologist Rob-
ert W. Eliot's mind the ques-
tion of whether smokers’ blood
should be transfused into criti-
cally ill patients. “We don’'t
advise against it as yet,” he
said. But “as for myself, |
know that if I needed a trans-

fusion, 1 wouldn’'t want to have

blood from a donor who
smoked.”

Spanish Witness Freed

# After more than eleven

years in Spanish prisons due
to his conscientious refusal to
participate in military service
as a minister of Jehovah’s
witnesses, Alberto Contijoch
Berenguer was released on
April 23, by a special pardon
from Spain’s Chief of State.
Alberto Contijoch, now 33
years old, was first ordered to
report for military service on
March 12, 1959, and due to his
continued conscientious objec-
tion was sentenced to four
terms totaling nineteen years
and two days. About 160 min-
isters of Jehovah’s witnesses
are presently serving terms in
Spanish prisons for this same
reason, 73 of whom have been
held for from three to as long
as ten years.

WHY RELY ON HEARSAY?

Doubtless you have heard the claim that “the Bible

conflicts with modem science and even contradicts itself.”

But is it true? Have you investigated for yourself? Or, do
you rely on “hearsay” on such important questions?
Why not examine the matter yourself? Investigate the
Bible, its claims, its prophecies, its standing in relation to
modem science, and make your own decision. To aid you
to do this we recommend the thought-provoking book of 192
pages, Is the Bible Really the Word of God? This book
together with an outstanding modem-English translation

of the Bible is yours for $1.25. Send today.

WATCHTOWER

117 ADAMS ST.

BROOKLYN,

N.Y. 11201

Please send me the book Is the Bible Really the Word of God? and the modern-language version
of the complete New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures. I am enclosing, for both, $1.25.
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Eugene, Ore.,

Bloommgton
Cedar Ave. Boston, Mass.,
Charlotte, N.C.,
Independence Blvd. Hallandale, Fla. (Spanish El
Gulfstream Park, U.S. H

ampton Roads Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum
Dr.’ Jacksonville,

24 Jersey St.

“SAVING THE HUMAN RACE

IN THE KINGDOM WAY”

Mankind is imperiled. World famine, a rising tide of
violence and nuclear catastrophe threaten the human
race. “Wise men” see no way out. They have no real
solutions. Can the human race be saved despite these
looming perils? Yes, but there is only one way. Do not
miss hearing the public address “SAVING THE HUMAN
RACE— IN THE KINGDOM WAY."

That is the title of the feature talk at the 1970 “Men
of Goodwill” District Assemblies of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Be sure to attend, not only for this special feature, but
also for the whole program, beginning at 1:40 Thurs-
day afternoon and ending at 5:30 p.m. Sunday. Four
days of spiritually upbuilding information! Bring the
whole family.

Choose the most convenient assembly location from the
list below:

Fairgrounds Grandstand,

Minn., Metropolitan Sta- JULY 23-26:
Fenway Park,

Charlotte Coliseum,

Amarillo, Tex.
Butte, Mont.,
Paso Tex
wy. #1. Hamp-
velt Stadium, Danforth 'Ave. & R

ﬁlabama Memorial Coliseum, 10th St. & Hackberry
n.

(Spanish and English),
Amarillo Civic Center Coliseum, 3rd &
Butte Civic Center, 1340 Harrison Ave.

Sunland Park Race Track, Sunland
Park, N.M. Jersey City, N.J. (Spanlsh only) Roose-

Fla., Veterans Memorial Coliseum,
Gator Bowl Sports Complex. Jersey City, N.J., Roose-
velt Stadium, Danforth Ave. & Rte. 440. Macon, Ga.,
Macon Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr. Pittsburgh, Pa.,
Three Rivers Stadium, Stadium Circle, Northside.
San Bernardino, Calif. (Spanish only), Swing Audi-
torium, 689 S. “E” St.

JULY 16-19.. Anchorage, Alaska, Anchorage West
High School, Romig Alditorium, 1700 Hillcrest Dr.
Anaheim, Calif., Anaheim Stadium, 2000 S. State
College Blvd. Bismarck, N. Dak., Bismarck Civic
Center, 6th St. & Sweet Ave. Detroit, Mich. (English
and Spanlsh) English: Tiger Stadium, Cor. Michigan
& Trumbull. Spanish: Jehovah'’s Witnesses Assem ly
Hall, 10709 Grand River W. Jersey City, N.J., Roose-
velt Stadium, Danforth Ave. & Rte. 440. Laurel, Md.,
Laurel Race Course, Rte. #1. Monroe, La., Monroe
Civic Center, 400 7th St. Oakland, Calif., Oakland-
Alameda County Coliseum, Nimitz Fwy. & Hegen-
berger Rd. Seattle, Wash., Sicks’ Seattle Stadium,
Rainier & McClellan. Tuscaloosa, Ala., University of

DON'T MISS
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JULY 30-AUGUST 2: Alexandria, La Rapldes Parish
Coliseum, Hwy. #28 West (y2 Mile West of McArthur
Dr.). Fort Worth, Tex., Will Rogers Memorial Cen-
ter, 1 Amon Carter Sq Fresno, Calif.,, Fresno Con-
vention Center Arena, 700 “M” St. Hilo, Hawaii,

Hilo High School Auditorium, Waianuenue Ave.
St. Louis, Mo., Busch Memorial Stadium, 300 Sta-
dium Plaza. Salt Lake City, Utah, S ecial Events
Center, University of Utah Campus Oth E. & 4th
S. San Antonio, Tex., San Antonio Convention Cen—
ter Arena, S. Alamo & Market Sts.

AUGUST 6-9: Corpus Christi, Tex. (Spanish only),
:\/Iemorlal Coliseum & Exposmon Hall, 402 W. Shore-
ine

AUGUST 13-16: Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii, McKinle
High School Auditorium, 1039 South Klng St. Wil-

mmgtoc;] Del., Delaware Park, St. Rte. 7 & Chestnut
il .
AUGUST 27-30: Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii,

McKinley
High School Auditorium, 1039 South Klng St.

A SESSION!

AWAKE!



