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When Children Give Birth

LITTLE girl less than six years old
Ais usually still playing with dolls and
living a carefree life under the protection
of her parents. But one five-and-a-half-
year-old girl in Peru gave birth to a child
back in 1933. Said the obstetrician who de-
livered the baby by cesarean section: “By
a fantastic trick of nature, her reproduc-
tive organs had fully matured.”

More recently, during 1967, ten-year-
olds, one in Mexico and one in Argentina,
became mothers. In 1965 some authorities
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, were ex-
pressing concern that “a significant num-
ber of unwed mothers are elementary
school girls aged 11 and 12.”—Philadel-
phia Bening/Bulletin December 6, 1965.

“Amazing!” is the usual reaction to such
accounts. Yet childbirth among children is
becoming more and more widespread. In
England the number of girls aged twelve
to sixteen who mothered illegitimate chil-
dren increased from 1,032 in 1939 to 2,048
in 1960. Commenting on the same problem
here in the United States, an officer of
the Medical Society’s maternal welfare
committee in New Jersey had this to say:
“A high rate of illegitimate births among

JUNE 8, 1970

teenagers reflects problems of low intelli-
gence, broken homes, low social and eco-
nomic background, and, to a large extent,
ignorance.”

Normally young girls become potential
mothers at the age of twelve to fourteen.
In a healthy moral climate they are gen-
erally spared the rigors of parenthood un-
til they have enjoyed in ample measure
the innocent happinesses of adolescence.
It is true that in earlier ages—the time
when a patriarchal arrangement existed
among the Hebrews, for example—young
females did produce children. However,
that form of society protected against
abuses and difficulties attending such
births. The young couple did not set up
a separate establishment and fend for
themselves. They continued under the
supervision of elders, and doubtless older
women saw to it that the infant, as well
as the young mother, received care and
training.

But the situation is different today!
Now, when young girls become pregnant,
they bring upon themselves and their off-
spring a great deal of hardship. Indeed,
very young women usually lack the de-
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sirable qualities of a good mother. Often
they thoughtlessly abuse their children,
let them look out for themselves, and fre-
quently are even glad to be rid of them
if someone will take them off their hands.
Premature motherhood is a cruel imposi-
tion on the child-mother. It reveals serious
degeneration of conditions and attitudes of
modern society.

Pointing to one angle of child corrup-
tion, a survey in England produced evi-
dence to show that the number of young
girls becoming mothers prematurely be-
gan to climb steeply after 1955. That, it
was claimed, was when specially designed
magazines aimed at the teen-age sector
of society began to make their appearance,
some of them bordering on the porno-
graphic. That, too, was when garment
firms began promoting immodest teen-age
fashions, and when commercial TV began
to cater to teen-agers with programs
heavily loaded with sex.

Delinquent parents also must bear a
heavy share of the responsibility for such
conditions. They permit children a large
measure of freedom for which such young-
sters are totally unprepared. They lack
the moral courage to lay down rules for
the household and enforce them consistent-
ly. They fail to set a good example for the
younger generation. They shut their eyes
to the evil practices on the part of their
children, such as smoking tobacco, using
drugs, petting and other undue familiari-
ties between the sexes. Animals discipline
their young and lovingly protect them
through their most vulnerable years. Hu-
man parents should do as much, and more.

Today, many believe that more sex edu-
cation in the schools is the answer to this
problem of children giving birth to chil-
dren. The fact is that proper education on
such intimate topics needs to start before
the children go to school—yes, right in
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the home. If young folks are taught from
a tender age Biblical morals, self-control,
honesty in dealing with others, they will
not so easily become the victims of de-
praved adults or greedy commercial ex-
ploiters.

And speaking of depraved adults, imag-
ine the moral degradation, the beastli-
ness of those males who, in order to gratify
their passions, will not hesitate to have
sexual relations with little girls! But are
such conditions surprising? Not to stu-
dents of the Bible, for they have noted
Jesus’ prophetic words regarding these
significant times: “Because of the in-
creasing of lawlessness the love of the
greater number will cool off.” (Matt. 24:
12) And why this cooling off? Because of
rejecting God and his righteous standards
as set out in the Bible, and because of ac-
cepting the false teachings and philoso-
phies of men.

Readers of the Bible can see that these
are the “last days” of a wicked society,
for they recall these words of the Bible
writer Paul: “In the last days critical
times hard to deal with will be here. For
men will be lovers of themselves, . . . hav-
ing no natural affection, . . . without self-
control, fierce, without love of goodness,
.. . lovers of pleasures rather than lovers
of God.”—2 Tim. 3:1-4.

No wonder God's decree is directed
against this entire wicked society on earth
and its shocking moral conditions, calling
for its early destruction! (Zeph. 3:8) No
wonder he purposes bringing to their end
all of its haters of good, its sadists, its sex
perverts, its stonyhearted parents, and its
greedy, unscrupulous exploiters of chil-
dren! It is his loving purpose, soon to be
fulfilled, that little children should have
the opportunity to traverse safely the
juvenile years—years that will equip them
to live a satisfying adult life everlastingly.

AWAKE !



B AR e

ULD you put your hand on a

tove to see if it was hot enough
to burn you? If you were thirsty and
saw a dark-colored bottle containing
some sort of liquid, would you drink
some of it, hoping that it would do
you good?

“Why, that would be unreason-
able,” you may say. Well, it is the
same with becoming involved in
spiritism in its many forms and vari-
ations. Not only is such involvement
unreasonable, it is also dangerous.
In fact, it can be even more danger-
ous than touching a heated stove or
drinking poisonous liquid.

For this reason God long ago com-
manded his people: “There should
not be found in you anyone . . . who
employs divination, a practicer of
magic or anyone who looks for omens
or a sorcerer, or one who binds others
with a spell or anyone who consults
a spirit medium or a professional
foreteller of events or anyone who in-
quires of the dead. For everybody
doing these things is something de-
testable to Jehovah.”—Deut. 18:10-
12.

Then why do so many people dabble
in spiritism? One reason no doubt
is that their religious organization
has not taught them what God’'s Word
has to say on the matter. It has not
pointed them to the Scriptures.

Why People Consult Spiritists

In the island of Puerto Rico a large
number of persons were asked why
they go to diviners, fortune-tellers,
those who cast spells, and to others
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Why isspiritism,
How can you protectyourself
from its influence?

who claim spiritistic powers. Their answers
were very revealing. They showed that in the
majority of cases there was a selfish or mate-
rialistic reason. The individual hoped to gain
something thereby.

For instance, in certain cases the person con-
sulted a spiritist because he was sick and de-
sired a cure. Other individuals were afraid that
their marriage mates were unfaithful, and so
visited a spiritist in order that some sort of
spell might be cast upon such unfaithful ones.
Still others sought success in business or help
in getting out of difficulty. On the other hand,
some visited spiritists simply out of curiosity.
In God’s eyes there is no valid reason for con-
sulting spiritists.—Gal. 5:19-21.

Spiritistic Experiences
Is there really anything to spiritism? Can it
produce any results or effects?

Obviously there is a powerful source con-
nected with spiritism. Fortune-tellers, spirit
mediums and other spiritists without question
have produced supernatural effects. If it were
not so, world leaders would not regularly con-
sult them. For instance, Jeanne Dixon, a
fortune-teller in the United States, has frequent-
ly been consulted by men of prominence.
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Not long ago James A. Pike, resigned
Episcopal bishop, now deceased, visited
spirit mediums for the purpose of getting
in touch with his son who had recently
died. In
1968, Pike himself reports on the results.
Included among those present at one visit
by Pike to a spirit medium in England was
Vice Provost of Southwark Cathedral
Canon John D. Pearce-Higgins. The fol-
lowing is part of the conversation that
Pike reports having had with his son Jim
on this occasion:

“ ‘Thanks, Jim," | replied. ‘... I'll be call-
ing your mother to tell her about what's
going on here now.’

“ ‘Good,” was the response. ‘I want her
to know—to know | really love her—that
I'm alive.’

“ ‘She believes that, Jim,” | responded
reassuringly. ‘She did all along. (By the
way, about things in your new situation:
are you ... alone, or—’

“ ‘I have masses of people around me,
and hands lifting me up, as it were,” came
through—and, after a pause, ‘I was so
unhappy until I could make you know.'”

Pike was deeply impressed by such com-
munications produced as a result of his
visits to spiritists. “Taking everything to-
gether,” he said, “I feel the whole thing is
sufficient for an affirmation that there is
continuity with people who have passed
on.” Many other people have had similar
spiritistic experiences, and have reached
similar conclusions.

Why Spiritism Is Dangerous

But someone may ask: “What is wrong
with such consultations with spiritists?
Why does God’'s Word condemn all spirit-
istic practices? What is wrong, for in-
stance, in trying to communicate with
dead loved ones?”

This is wrong and dangerous because
it exposes a person to demonic influence.
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Actually, spiritism is getting in touch with
wicked spirit creatures. One of the com-
mon ways in which these wicked spirits
mislead people is by talking to them, either

Lookmagazine of Novembgraagh a spirit medium or by a “voice”

from the invisible realm. The “voice” pre-
tends to be a departed relative or a good
spirit. But “anyone who inquires of the
dead” is inviting communication with the
demons.—Deut. 18:11; Rev. 21:8.

Nevertheless, a person may feel con-
vinced, even as did Bishop Pike, that the
one with whom he has communicated is a
dead loved one. Yet this simply could not
be the case, for the dead are not conscious.
The Bible emphatically says: “The living
are conscious that they will die; but as for
the dead, they are conscious of nothing at
all . . . there is no work nor devising nor
knowledge nor wisdom in Sheol [the
grave], the place to which you are going.”
At death man’s soul does not survive, but
the Bible shows that it dies: “The soul
that is sinning—it itself will die.'S-Eccl.
9:5, 10; Ezek. 18:4.

Since the dead are not conscious and
hence are incapable of communicating with
the living, it is to the influence of wicked
spirit creatures that a person exposes him-
self when he dabbles in spiritism. It is
with good reason, therefore, that God
warns his people to keep free from every
form of spiritism. Do not treat lightly the
Bible command to avoid anyone or any-
thing that has to do with spiritistic prac-
tices. (Eph. 6:11-18) Coming under demon
influence can be a terrible thing. It can
lead to permanent disability and death.

Be Alert to Danger Signs

To keep free from demon influence it is
vital to recognize danger signs. First it
would be wise to examine the teachings
of your religion. Does it teach that the
dead are still conscious, and that, there-
fore, there is possibility of communicating
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with them? If so, flee that religion! As the
scriptures that you have just read show,
it is teaching untruth. And if you believe
this falsehood, then in time of need or
grief you might turn to spiritism in an ef-
fort to communicate with ones you believe
are still alive.

Also, be alert to customs that may seem
to be harmless but that can expose one
to demon influence. For instance, in Puerto
Rico many persons put a small amulet on
the arm or wrist of a newborn baby. This
is known as the “Piedra de Azabache” and
is usually a little figure of a hand. Its
purpose is said to be to turn away the
“evil eye.” Another practice of many in
Puerto Rico is to build a little house in
their garden to entertain spirits with
shelter, food and water. It is felt that this
will keep the home free from harm by
such unseen ones. However, such practices
involve spiritism and one should have
nothing to do with them. They lay one
open to demon influence.

It is wise also to be alert to objects
in the home that are definitely associated
with spiritism and to get rid of them. Re-
cently a young couple who had been sub-
ject to harassment by demons began study-
ing the Bible with Jehovah’'s witnesses.
The lady of the home was accustomed to
hearing noises and seeing figures in the
house. When the Bible study would begin,
a small bell would be heard ringing. Then
the sound would grow louder and louder
until it was impossible to study. Since
the family had a history of association
with spiritism, it was suggested that a
search be made for objects through which
the demons might gain entrance to the
home. Even though this was done, the
harassment continued.

Then one day the husband noticed that
his wife had a chain around her neck to
which was attached a wedding ring that
had belonged to her grandmother, who had
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been a spiritist. So they got into their car
and drove down to the water’s edge, and
soon out over the water sailed the ring.
What a surprise they both had at that
moment! For as the ring left the thrower's
hand a voice was heard crying, “Ah . ..
aah . . . a-a-a-h” until finally the ring hit
the water and there was silence.

Now there is peace in the home of this
couple. They can study the Bible and at-
tend Christian meetings, and all is tran-
quil. This illustrates that when such
difficulties are being experienced, it is im-
portant to get rid of everything that has
anything to do with spiritism.

Break Free and Remain Free

How can a person break free from
demon influence? What should you do if at-
tacked by demons?

First of all remember the words of the
prayer Jesus taught his followers: “De-
liver us from the wicked one.” (Matt. 6:
13) Yes, turn to Jehovah God and rely on
him and his Word for guidance. Study
God’'s Word the Bible and then apply Bible
principles in your life. Be positive and
alert, and take action even as the disciple
James wrote: “Oppose the Devil.”—Jas.
4:7.

The apostle Paul agreed with this ‘op-
posing’ action and so tells us: “Put on the
complete suit of armor from God that you
may be able to stand firm against the
machinations of the Devil; because we
have a fight . . . against the wicked spirit
forces in the heavenly places.” (Eph. 6:11,
12) A person who puts on armor expects to
fight. He cannot let himself get sleepy
while in the thick of the fight, but must
be alert. Otherwise, he may be overcome.

Sometimes even those who claim to be
Christians have let themselves think they
are so protected that they cannot come
under demon attack. However, this is
dangerous thinking. Satan and his demons
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are particularly interested in waging war
against God's servants. (Rev. 12:17)
Therefore, one should never let down the
barriers, but should always “oppose.”

Take as a warning example the case of
a family in a small town in Puerto Rico.
They had for some time been bothered
with demon attacks, which caused them
much distress. Windows would open and
shut by themselves, noises could be heard
all around the house and the small child
would wake up with teeth marks on her
arms as if some animal had held her arms
in its mouth. But then a Bible study was
started with this family by Jehovah'’s wit-
nesses. As the family began to put on the
“complete suit of armor from God,” the
influence of the demons diminished.

About a year passed and all was at peace
in the home. Then one evening when the
family returned home from a group Bible
study, the father put his Bible and books
on a table and said: “We now have the
truth and are free, so just let us see if the
demons can do anything to us now.”

Almost at once books started to fly in
all directions. They were put back on the
table and a Bible was placed near the door.
But once again the books began to fly
from the table. Since the Bible was not
found in the room, the door was opened
to see if it was outside. Sure enough, there
it was on the steps! Then screams were
heard from the daughter’'s bedroom. She
was found almost choking, with her night-
dress wound around her neck! The whole
family had to take refuge for a while in

Birds Had

the home of a minister of Jehovah's wit-
nesses.

What a mistake this father made! He
did not oppose the demons, but taunted
them, and they accepted the challenge. Do
not become overly confident. Continue to
pray for Jehovah to ‘deliver you from the
wicked one.” Look to Jehovah as your
refuge.—Prov. 18:10.

Another person who had broken free
from spiritistic practices was overcome by
a sickness that caused partial paralysis.
No doctor could find the cure. However, it
was noticed that during Bible sermons he
gave he used certain appendages of demon
worship to illustrate his points. Could
these items be responsible for his sickness?
Yes, for as soon as these articles were
destroyed the Christian minister began to
recover from his sickness.

Do not these examples emphasize the
need to be alert to the dangers of spirit-
ism? Do not fool yourself. Spiritism in-
volves contact with wicked spirit forces. It
is for this reason that God Almighty warns
his people against all spiritistic practices.

Do you desire to come under demon in-
fluence? If not, be alert to the dangers of
spiritism! Have nothing to do with anyone
or anything that is connected with spirit-
istic practices. Put on the complete suit
of Christian armor. Study the Bible. Pray
to God incessantly. Associate regularly
with God's people, his true witnesses. Op-
pose the Devil at every turn. In this way
you will realize protection from wicked
spirit forces.

Them First

= The snorkel and the periscope are by no means modern inventions by man. A
bird, designed by the Creator, had them first. When the pied-billed grebe, a North
American water bird, suspects that danger is lurking near, he will sink beneath
the surface of the water, swim away to a safer area and then stick the tip of his
beak out of the water, snorkel-fashion, for air. Eventually, when he decides to
check if the danger is past, like a periscope he brings his head up just enough
for an eye to survey the situation.

AWAKE!



THE DANU
ARJES1

HE last strains of the Strauss waltz

The Blue Danube softly fade away.
Visiting Vienna, we are anxious to learn
more about this blue Danube, which has
inspired waltzers over the years. Wan-
dering through the streets and avenues
of the Austrian capital, we inevitably en-
counter the river. Even in the haze of
evening grayness, the Donau (as it is called
in German) is intriguing.

The Danube’'s source is in Germany’s
Black Forest, where trickles become
brooks and where rivers are born. This
one grows into a 1,770-mile-long giant,
which gushes 300,000 cubic feet of water
into the Black Sea every second. It is
Europe’s most important river as regards
its volume of flow, and the Volga is the
only one that is longer. From Regens-
burg, Germany, a train of Danube barges
can carry a load of fifty railway boxcars
1,625 miles, through parts of the eight
Danube countries, to the Black Sea.

Sitting down here on the bank in early
evening, we watch such a train of barges
glide through the water. The red, white
and green striped pennants identify them
as Hungarian. The sailors on board call
the river the Duna. Yugoslavians and Bul-
garians speak of her as the Dunav. Roma-
nian fishermen put their nets down into the
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Dunarea. The Czechoslovakian geography
student studies the

call the river the Dunay. But regardless of
how the name varies, or the way people’s
lives along the shore differ, this giant is
a binding chain between nations.

Do you see those metal containers on
the barges twinkling in Vienna at night?
These forty-foot-long “container loads,”
as they are called, are designed to carry
goods over rail, river and ocean to Asia
Minor without unloading. The Danube’s
easterly countries have steadily expanded
trade with western Europe, and likewise
goods from the west are seen on barges
floating downstream to Yugoslavia, Hun-
gary, Bulgaria and Romania.

It has become cool here on the bank. But
the enchantment of the Danube fascinates
us, even as the strains of the Strauss waltz
linger on in our minds. We decide on a
boat trip down the Danube.

First Leg of the Trip

We board a beautiful excursion ship
that in six days will carry us over 1,250
miles down the Danube to the Soviet city
of Izmail, located near the mouth of the
Danube on the Black Sea.

Our steamer heads downstream, and is
immediately welcomed to the heavy traf-

0
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The Danube as it winds its way through Austria

fic by a train of barges under the blue,
yellow and red flag of Romania. Soon we
pass into Czechoslovakia, and east of Vien-
na we come to Bratislava.

The swelling breadth of the watery high-
way begins to impress us. From its Ger-
man childhood and Austrian youth, an
adult Czech Danube has developed. The
growing pains of a stream cramped by
the narrowness of the valley between upper
and lower Austria is now behind.

After a few miles of flowing entirely in
Czechoslovakia, the Danube soon becomes
the boundary between that country and
Hungary. In time it turns south, and we
grow in anticipation as we approach the
Hungarian capital of Budapest, one of the
oldest cities of Europe. Buda, the smaller
section up on the hill, and Pest, the larger
portion stretching out on the plains, form
one large city, every street and alley of
which seem to lead to and over the river.

We are able to leave the steamer to do
some sight-seeing. A stroll through the
city reveals eastern Europeans who are
greatly inclined toward Western ways.
Some say that Budapest is the Paris of
the East, where gypsies can aptly portray
the lives of the people on their violins.
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The ship’s whistle de-
nies us an excursion
outside of Budapest to
Lake Balaton, its 231
square miles making it
the biggest lake in cen-
tral Europe. Instead,
the river offers us a
view of the huge Hun-
garian low plains called
Alfold. On the left be-
gin the grasslands.
Here are found settle-
ments of national tribes
that have remained no-
mads even into our day.

Under the Sign of the Cross

As the river continues to widen, we see
a distant cross on the shore. This religious
symbol directs our thoughts back to a
frightful drama of terror. Boats loaded
down with war-horses and wagons moved
down this same river under the sign of the
cross—the Crusaders! Godfrey of Bouil-
lon, Duke of Lorraine, who was to become
the first Occidental king of Jerusalem,
used this river to reach the Black Sea,
before sailing on to the Holy Land.

The use of the Danube as transport for
armies dragged on for centuries, but her
waters could hardly be blamed for the
streams of shed human blood that resulted.
Eventually, in the fourteenth century, a
remnant of defeated crusaders were fol-
lowed upstream by the Turks, whose bran-
dishing sabers pushed the Ottoman Empire
up the Danube Valley as far as Vienna.
The chiming of church bells on the river
became an alarm, bleakly tolling out com-
ing misery over the waters.

Onward to the Iron Gates

But we are living today, and the char-
acteristic covered well and bucket call our
attention back to the Hungarian “puszta.”

AWAKE!



Here on this vast grazing land horse rais-
ing is prominent. Women in colorful skirts
and men in wide pants busily go about
their chores, while twenty full-blooded stal-
lions acknowledge our presence.

Continuing directly south, we enter Yu-
goslavia, and on the third day of our trip
we reach Belgrade, the country’s capital.
This city holds a significant spot on the
East-West teeter-totter. The brightly
colored pants of the men and the gaily
dressed women reflect the variety of the
landscape, but a variety with a common
denominator: a life of hard work.

Our impressive mile-and-a-quarter-wide
giant now turns eastward, becoming the
boundary between Yugoslavia and Ro-
mania. Then it courageously wedges its
way into the Carpathian Mountains.

At the Iron Gates it is funneled down to
a mere few hundred feet. The turbulent
water rebels, with eddies, whirlpools and
reefs, a terror to the sailors of earlier
centuries. However, most of the obstruc-
tions in the Iron Gates were blasted out
toward the end of the nineteenth century
and the channel was deepened. Neverthe-
less, all passengers are speechless at the
forceful display of the waters.

Here Romania, There Bulgaria

Near the ancient Roman city of Turnu-
Severin, the Danube veers south again.
After some miles it once more turns east
and forms the boundary between Romania
and Bulgaria. The mountains and cliffs
politely step back, as we are guided into
the lowlands, accompanied by the lutes of
fishermen.

Here we find poor, humble people in the
service of the world’s luxury. Their catch
is sturgeon, which means caviar for the
kitchens of the world. They are friendly
people whose industrious hands knit color-
ful shawls and wraps. We see artists try-
ing to capture with brush what God has

JUNE 8, 1970

created. Their lives are all interwoven in
the history of the river.

Someone among us says, “Bulgaria is
small, but its spirit is large!” This spirit
sparked rapid development of the country
after the second world war. Industrializa-
tion began, factories were erected and
highways were built, and good ones too.

Last Leg of the Trip

Rather than continuing all the way east-
ward to the Black Sea, the Danube cuts
north, flowing through Romania toward
the Soviet border. At Cernavoda man has
built the longest bridge over the river. The
ship passes on to the city of Galati, where
we turn east toward the Black Sea.

Soon we note that the river conquers
the land and continues to fan out into a
network of veins and capillaries. It is the
delta! The thousand-square-mile delta area
is inhabited by people in mud huts, by
frogs, fish, woodcocks, sea gulls and storks
that instinctively take over possession of
chimneys. And we see a star, the red
Soviet star, as a reminder that the Krem-
lin controls the delta.

We leave the ship to see more and re-
flect upon what we have seen. We have
experienced the pulsating life of bustling
cities and the simple country life of amia-
ble peasants. The river has carried us not
only across national boundaries, but also
through the centuries. No, the Danube
has not disappointed us.

This riverl as it were, speaks seven
languages, possesses citizenship in eight
countries and simultaneously feeds the
Bulgarian peasant and the Parisian mil-
lionaire. It plays an important role in the
life of the London commercialist and the
Hungarian horse raiser. It has impartially
served in the armies of nomadic tribes and
world powers. But it has also inspired a
man to write beautiful music, danced to
around the world: The Blue Danube.
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OW often patients have expressed fear
H or anxiety about going to the doctor’s
office! It now appears, however, that the
situation may be reversed.

Recently a Senate Subcommittee on
Executive Reorganization finished a two-
year study on the medical malpractice
problem in the United States. According
to the Medical Tribune of December 1,
1969, the report noted: “The rising num-
ber of malpractice suits is forcing physi-
cians to practice what they call ‘defensive
medicine,” viewing each patient as a po-
tential malpractice claimant.”

Fear of a lawsuit is causing overly cau-
tious physicians to order excessive diag-
nostic procedures, or they avoid a needed
test because it entails risk. Thus, patient
care and costs often are affected.

The American Medical News stated that
“higher judgments and settlements are
increasing the cost of physicians’ insur-
ance premiums, which are being passed
on to patients, health insurance companies
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and federal medical pro-
grams in the form of higher
fees.” Thus, according to the
Senate subcommittee, a fed-
eral role seems imminent.

Increasing Number of
Claims
The first reported medi-
cal malpractice claim in the
United States was made in
1794. So malpractice suits
are not new, but they cer-
tainly are rapidly increasing
in number. Between 1930
and 1940 malpractice claims
reportedly increased a thou-
The rise has continued to

In its May 10,1958, issue the Journal of
the American Medical Association said that
a claim had been made against one out of
seven of its living members at some time
during his career. It was reported at about
the same time that in New York and Wash-
ington, D.C., one out of every five doctors
had been sued for malpractice, and that in
California the number was one in every
four.

Does it appear that this trend will
change? No; for last year it was reported
that at least one doctor in five in the
United States could expect a claim to be
filed against him sometime before the end
of his career. And it was said that it might
turn out to be one in four.

Of course, many of these are nuisance
suits, brought on flimsy grounds in hope
of a quick settlement. It is estimated that
only one out of every 100 malpractice suits
reaches an appellate court. Since there
were 266 malpractice cases decided by ap-
pellate courts in the United States from
January 1, 1946, through June 1956, this
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indicates there may have been some 26,000
suits filed during the same period.

Judgments Against Medical Profession

Judgments against the medical profes-
sion have often been very expensive be-
cause they involve two of the patient's
most precious possessions—his health and
his life. In one case a spinal anesthetic
given to a woman caused respiratory dif-
ficulties, and cardiac arrest (heart stand-
still), resulting in irreversible brain dam-
age. A judgment was brought for $317,000
in a New York court.

In New Jersey a jury awarded the
parents of a five-year-old child $250,000
because of improper care given at the
time of the child’s birth. It was held that
negligence resulted in the little girl's loss
of sensory powers, and her inability to sit
up and feed herself.

In another case a doctor’'s wife was
given a general anesthetic, even though
she had eaten a full meal and a midnight
snack within six hours of the onset of
labor. When she vomited and then choked
on the vomit, doctors failed to inject a
muscle relaxant or perform a tracheot-
omy, which would have permitted her to
get oxygen. Thus she suffered irreversible
brain damage. The jury verdict was for
$416,000.

Blood transfusions have figured in a
number of malpractice suits. In a New
York case a nurse and intern gave a pa-
tient a blood transfusion that had been
ordered for someone else. Even when the
patient told them the blood was not meant
for her, they gave it anyway. The hospital
was held liable.

In a similar case the plaintiff sued an
anesthetist, a surgeon and a hospital for
pain, suffering and death of a surgery pa-
tient to whom blood intended for another
person was administered. A jury verdict
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was rendered against all three defendants
jointly for $130,000.

Transfusion of incompatible blood has
also been involved in several judgments.
One for $150,000 was awarded to a naval
officer for the death of his wife. In another
case, the plaintiff and her husband were
awarded $50,000. She had suffered a he-
molytic transfusion reaction from incom-
patible blood.

The record award thus far was made by
a Florida appeals court—for $1,500,000!
The suit was brought on behalf of a thirty-
five-year-old mother of three minor chil-
dren who allegedly suffered severe iat-
rogenic (doctor-induced) brain damage.
The action was based on the accusation
that drugs were administered in excessive
strength and amounts “contrary to proper
and accepted medical practice.”

But this is not the only million-dollar-
plus award that the courts have made.
There have been at least four of them dur-
ing a two-year period.

One might think that the patient or his
family receives the major part of these
huge awards. But this is not so. One in-
surance company told the Senate subcom-
mittee that only 30 percent of the settle-
ment funds actually goes to the patient. On
the other hand, 15 percent goes to the
patient’s attorney, and 55 percent is taken
by defense attorney fees and defense in-
vestigation costs.

Another company said that 38 percent
of each claim goes to the patient, 35 per-
cent goes to the patient’'s attorney and
27 percent is taken by defense attorney
fees and investigation costs. Thus the re-
port found that the major part of the ex-
penses of malpractice actions goes to the
attorneys and their assistants.

The Effects of the Judgments
The effects of the many judgments
against the medical profession have been
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diverse. On one hand, they have apparent-
ly served a good purpose. As Dr. Cyril
Wecht, president of the American College
of Legal Medicine, observed: “There is
no question in my mind that some of the
severe malpractice verdicts have led to
beneficial changes in medical techniques
or facilities.”

Citing some examples, Dr. Wecht ex-
plained: “In the OR [operating room],
negligence suits have produced more ef-
fective labeling on gas tanks and medica-
tions, and double or triple checks on the
sponge and instrument counts. When |
was an intern, the anesthesiologist, if
present, was treated as a flunky; the all-
powerful surgeon was in command. Now,
a hospital is well advised to let the anes-
thesiologists run their part of the show.
This is a blessed event. It is better for
medicine and better for the patient.”

However, on the other hand, the judg-
ments have also produced bad effects. They
have caused many doctors to fear a law-
suit from their patients. And some feel
that this adversely affects their ability to
serve their patients properly.

Claims Dr. John B. Dillion, chief of the
division of anesthesiology at the UCLA
School of Medicine: “The ability of the
physician to diagnose and treat is not only
threatened, but to a degree may be con-
trolled by the constant incubus of a law-
suit.” So he believes: “It is essential for
the public good that the profession seek
relief.”

Insurance Increases

An obvious bad effect of the many judg-
ments against the medical profession has
been a rapid increase in doctors’ insurance
rates. Fifteen or twenty years ago, mal-
practice insurance was a negligible part of
their professional budget. But this is no
longer the case, as more patients sue and
juries give higher awards.
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In southern California, 11,000 doctors
are receiving, on the average, a 100-
percent increase in their malpractice pre-
miums. The annual premium for more
than 7,000 physicians in Los Angeles
County reportedly is about $5,000. But
for those who have been the target of past
claims, the rates are much higher, up
to $16,000 apiece annually! Already, ac-
cording to the Senate subcommittee, 350
physicians in California have quit medical
practice because of rising insurance rates.

But the problem is by no means limited
to California. Across the country about
90,000 other physicians reportedly will
have rate boosts of from 10 to 100 percent
this year. About 5,000 osteopaths are re-
portedly in for 150-percent increases. And
some doctors in New York have agreed to
rates from three to five times normal in
order to stay in practice.

Some doctors are finding it difficult to
obtain insurance coverage—at any price.
Certain insurance companies have entirely
ceased handling malpractice premiums,
leaving doctors in some areas stranded.
Not only older doctors, but younger ones
too are having trouble in obtaining cover-
age. In fact, Senator Abraham Ribicoff
remarked: “The rising cost of malpractice
insurance premiums will make it very dif-
ficult for young doctors to begin practicing
or to continue in practice.”

Why So Many Malpractice Suits?

Why has this become such a monumen-
tal problem? Why has there been such
an avalanche of malpractice claims in re-
cent years?

There are a number of reasons. A fun-
damental one is that the American com-
munity today is prone to sue for wrongs
done to its members. Selfishness and greed
have increased. And people are inclined
to look for material awards, wherever
these might be found.

AWAKE!



This is not to say that the medical pro-
fession is not frequently at fault. It is. Dr.
Ralph Gampell, a physician and practicing
attorney, told a California State Senate
judiciary subcommittee that most mal-
practice suits are justified. However, he
observed that they could be greatly re-
duced if “incompetent doctors were dis-
ciplined or removed from practice.”

So a contributing factor to the problem
is the shortage of
qualified physi-

cians. Dr. Paul .
R. Hawley, who
served as Direc- .

tor of the Ameri-
can College of
Surgeons, said:
“It is reliably es-
timated that one
half of the surgical operations in the Unit-
ed States are performed by doctors who
are untrained or inadequately trained to
undertake surgery.”

But no doubt an even more important
factor is the breakdown in the physician-
patient relationship. Care by the family
physician has generally diminished. Now
much of the patient care is in the hands
of specialists and surgeons whom the pa-
tient rarely sees. There is little opportu-
nity, and too often little inclination, to
build up a warm acquaintanceship.

Also, physicians frequently take a
superior attitude toward their patients and
this causes resentment. Observing this,
Howard L. Oleck, Professor of Law, Cleve-
land State University, wrote in the Medical
World News of December 5, 1969:

“l would suggest to my friends in the
medical profession that there would be
much less malpractice litigation if physi-
cians generally would stop acting as
though they are somehow the anocinted
ones of God and would admit that they are
just human beings doing the best they can.

e« The Minerals
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What Has Happened to Friendship?
MyLife as a Polygamist.

in Your Food.

— In the next issue.

It is the sanctimonious attitude of many
physicians, fundamentally, that inspires
most malpractice suits when bad results
to the patient occur.”

Improving Doctor-Patient Relations
Most people still appreciate a friendly
doctor who will take a few moments to
discuss their problem and what might be
expected with a certain medical treatment
or operative pro-
cedure. They do
not consider it be-
littling for a doc-
tor to call in a
consultant in a
given case. Infact,
they often point
to this act as fur-
ther evidence of
the competence of their physician. The
matter of fees might also be discussed,
preferably in advance of treatment so that
there will be a mutual understanding.

The public has a responsibility too. It
should use discretion when listening to re-
ports about new medicines or seemingly
miraculous operative procedures. A case
at hand is the heart-transplant procedure.
But in all fairness to the medical profes-
sion, it should be noted that many in-
formed physicians warned against opti-
mism with regard to this operation.

It is the duty of the physician to ex-
haust all reasonable methods of securing
a diagnosis and to perform to the best
of his ability. If he manifests honesty,
conscientiousness, friendliness and integ-
rity he will almost invariably receive the
high esteem of his patients. On the other
hand, it is in the best interests of patients
to assist the doctor in his endeavor to help
them.

In the final analysis, integrity, honesty,
fairness, moral uprightness, and love of
fellowman are needed by all involved.
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MAGINE, if you can, a delicate display
I of colors fluttering from blossom to
blossom. The rays of sunlight play on its
silky blue wings as it settles on a large
hibiscus flower. Nearby you might over-
hear a discussion such as this:

“What does it do on the flowers?” young
Mary asks.

“Watch closely and you will see,” replies
Uncle Will.

While still hovering just above another
blossom, the insect unrolls its slender
coiled tongue, lowering it deep into the
nectar container of the blossom.

“Why, its tongue is just like a tiny hose,”
exclaims John.

But not really. It is split in half. Located
between the two bulging eyes, it is coiled
like a watch spring when at rest, but ex-
tends straight out when in use. The suction,
incidentally, is performed by a pump much
like a bellows.

As you watch this dazzling winged jewel,
the Brazilian Blue, various others appear
on the scene, all busy refueling. Young
John runs after one and soon comes back,
holding it by the wings.

“Now your hands will be full of fine
‘dust,” John. Look here! | brought along
this pocket microscope. Put some of the
‘dust’ from your fingertips on the slide.
Do you see the shape of the particles of
‘dust’'? They are actually minute scales.
In different species the shape of these
scales varies. Often they are arranged in
regular rows on the wings.
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“Now you know,” Uncle Will continues,
“why butterflies and moths get the scien-
tific name, Lepidoptera—a word derived
from Greek words, lepis (scale) and pteron
(wing), that is, ‘scaled wings.” ”

“What wonderful blue!” exclaims John.

“And so fragile!” adds Mary.

“Well, actually, on both counts appear-
ances are deceiving,” explains Uncle Will.
“Seen under the microscope, the color is
plain brown, but the transparent scales on
top interfere with the light rays in such
a way as to make the color appear dif-
ferent. And these creatures are not really
as fragile as one might imagine. The legs
are tubular parts of the skin, which serves
too as skeleton, affording protection and
resistance. Also, within the body, composed
of head, chest and abdomen, there are a
heart and a stomach.”

An Amazing Transformation

“Tell us, Uncle, how butterflies are
bom,” Mary begs.

“Well, little one, first the male and fe-
male butterflies must get together. For
this purpose the males are equipped with
a pair of antennae made up of many tiny
segments, and with this they can detect
the presence of a female at great distances,
even several miles away. Perhaps odor is
the secret, for the male always has his
antennae turned to the wind.

“When the male approaches the female
of his choice, it is said that he displays all
his colors in a kind of fluttering dance.
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After fertilization

the female secretes

some substance with

which she covers
herself in order to

repel any other

male. Then she

lays her eggs,

perhaps as many

as a thousand.

Having achieved

her purpose in life, she re-
fuses to eat, lives only a

few days and then dies. The male, too,
soon dies.”

“Then what happens, Uncle?”

“The eggs hatch, and out come cater-
pillars, hungry caterpillars, Mary.

This usually occurs eight to ten
days after the eggs are laid. And
they don't need mother to feed
them, for they come equipped

with strong jaws and eight to

ten eyes with which to search

for food. Juicy green leaves are
their bill of fare. Observers once
noted that during a fifty-two-day
period one caterpillar devoured 120
leaves, drank fifteen grams of water,
and grew to 86,000 times its weight at
birth!

“Caterpillars are quite vulnerable to en-
emies,” continues Uncle Will, “so they have
to watch out. Some feed only at nighttime;
others on the underside of leaves; still
others hide in webs or tubular retreats
made of twisted leaves. Others have the
most amazing ability to camouflage. The
reflection of light from their immediate
environment produces a nervous response,
resulting in a change in the color. For
example, the larvae of the red underwing
moth, when subjected to green surround-
ings, become bluish green, and in a dark-
colored background they become bluish

gray.”
JUNE 8, 1910
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“What finally happens to the caterpil-
lar?” John asks.
“Well, one day, it instinctively retires
to a hiding place, spins out some silky
threads into a cocoon, and enters into
its last stage, the chrysalis—some-
thing that looks like a horny,
cylinder-shaped wrapping. This
stage can last from one week to sev-
eral years. Inside the cylinder a real
miracle takes place, the remaking of the
body of the caterpillar into another crea-
ture. Then, one warm day, the tight shell
bursts open, and what do you suppose
emerges?”
“l know, | know,” bursts out Mary. “A
butterfly!”
“That's right, a butterfly or a moth,
whatever family the egg belonged to. But
imagine! No longer a slimy caterpillar,
but a breathtakingly beautiful, winged
creature—and perhaps a very color-
ful one. It spreads its wings, in-
jects into them a fluid from its
inner body, and when the wings
dry it is ready for its maiden
flight.”

Earth-wide Distribution
“Are there many kinds of but-
terflies?”
“Well, Mary, counting but-
terflies and moths, at least
80,000 species have been
described, and
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it is believed that some 120,000 species
exist. Brazil is understood to have the
greatest number. One naturalist observed
in the Amazon region seven hundred in
the space of just an hour.”

“So can they be seen in all parts of the
world?” queries John.

“Their range is practically the same as
for flowering plants. Only the very cold
regions such as around the poles are avoid-
ed. At least forty-six species extend within
the Arctic Circle. But no resident but-
terfly is known in Iceland. The most beau-
tiful ones live in the tropics.

“Fossil butterflies have been found, too,”
notes Uncle Will, “such as those em-
bedded in Baltic amber. Yet such ancient
samples exhibit no material difference
from those fluttering around today. There
are no traces of development over the
thousands of years. They were evidently
made by God according to their kind on
the fifth creative day, to which the Bible
refers.”—Gen. 1:20-23.

Curious Wanderers

“But Uncle, do butterflies travel far?”

“Yes, John. Here again, though, there
are wide variations. Most species live but
a few days or weeks and stay in one
locality. Others live for months, and fly
thousands of miles either alone or in large
groups. Take the monarch butterfly, for
instance. In summer it is common in
northern latitudes as far north as Hudson
Bay. It winters in California or Mexico,
each successive generation returning to
the same locations. In spring this butterfly
has a new lease of life and takes to the
air for thelong trip north again. By June
it arrives there, lays its eggs and dies.”

“How are they able to migrate to the
same locations, Uncle?”

“God gave them that ability, Mary. It
has been suggested that scent plays an
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important role here. Each hind wing of
the male monarch has a dark spot, and
the scales on this spot are black and hol-
low. They give off a perfume faintly re-
sembling that of the honeysuckle. It is
used mainly in connection with mating,
but it could be that they also leave a scent
trail behind when traveling in large
Mmasses.

“Of course, not all species fly in the
same direction. In Africa, masses of but-
terflies headed in different directions have
been observed meeting and crossing paths,
so to speak. But each kind keeps to its
own course. Not even a rainstorm deflects
them. And some of their swarms are huge.
One band was observed in Europe that
was forty miles wide and took three days
to pass over a given spot at a speed of six
miles per hour. The number in the swarm
was estimated to be about three billion.”

“Is that their usual speed?”

“Not necessarily, John. Research into
the matter has produced some really
astonishing facts. Butterflies observed in
England were clocked at forty-two Kkilo-
meters per hour. One, followed by a heli-
copter, flew 220 kilometers in 4 hours 42
minutes. And these insects do not burn
up anywhere near the fuel used by man’s
flying machines. The helicopter consumes
4 to 5 percent of its weight in fuel in a
one-hour flight; an airplane uses 12 per-
cent. But the butterfly in the same time

uses only six-tenths of one percent of its
weight.”

Other Oddities

“How big do they get Uncle,” Mary
asks.

“There are some really big ones. The
female Troides Alexandre of New Guinea,
for example, is ten to twelve inches across.
The
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Queensland, Australia, is six and a half
inches, and another species in Borneo is
seven inches across the open wings.

“Then, too,” continues Uncle Will, “there
are the ‘skunks’ of the butterfly world.
These give off an obnoxious odor to ward
off enemies—mainly birds. Also, their
wing designs are often well calculated to
provide camouflage. In one type the wings
look like the eyes of an owl; another looks
like a dry old leaf; yet another has a design
similar to the number 80 or 88 on the
underside of its wings.”

“So what is the difference between
moths and butterflies?”

“Generally speaking, John, butterflies
fly by day, moths at night. But there are
exceptions. Indeed, you have probably seen
moths flying around in daylight. When at
rest the butterfly usually keeps its wings,
the front ones at least, closed and vertical-
ly erect. The moth leaves its front wings

open, obliquely inclined. And then, too,
moths do not as a rule sport such vivid
colors as do butterflies.”

“One more thing, Uncle. Are butterflies
useful for anything?”

“Yes, they are, Mary. In addition to
being a delight to the eyes of appreciative
people, they also perform an important
function in behalf of plants. They carry
pollen from one flower to another, in this
way making possible the reproduction of
the plants. Also, you have heard of the
silkworms. They, too, become moths, but
in the larva stage they spin cocoons of
pure silk, which man uses for his own pur-
poses. But now, children, the sun is going
down and it is time to be on our way.”

“Thank you, Uncle,” says John, “for
telling us all about the lepi . . . what was
that again?”

“Lepidoptera. Remember? Scaled
wings.”

Did YouKnow that It May Be lIllegal?

HAIN letters—have you heard of them?

In many countries individuals have partic-

ipated in sending letters of request that
are generally referred to as “chain letters.”
Some persons view sharing in “chain letters”
as an innocent pastime. But did you know
that this may well be an illegal activity?

Usually someone receives an unsolicited
letter that reads something like this recent
one: ‘Below are listed four names. Within
four days send $1.00 [or a gift or other item]
to the first name on the list. Make four copies
of this letter, eliminating the first name and
putting your name last. Within twenty days
you will receive $250.00 in bills. Do not break
the chain." Often the letters contain some
threat of tragedy for the recipient if he
should break the chain.

This procedure is obviously contrary to
Christian principles. Jesus stressed loving
one’s neighbor and doing to others what you
would want them to do to you. (Matt. 7:12;
22:39) A Christian cannot imagine Jesus
forcing an unwanted and unnecessary ob-
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ligation on his acquaintances and threaten-
ing harm or loss if they did not cooperate.

But another point of interest is that in
some places “chain letters” are illegal. In
the United States Government pamphlet
Mail Fraud we read: “The Post Office De-
partment warns against participation in
chain-letter schemes. Any chain-letter that
requires payment of anything of value, even
if it is only a handkerchief or a dish towel,
is illegal under the Federal lottery statute.

. Many persons do not realize that in ad-
dition to violating the lottery law, chain-
letters are also fraudulent in that they seem
to promise the possibility of large returns for
a small investment. A few persons starting
the scheme may receive more than they put
in. The great majority of participants re-
ceive nothing at all.”

With good reason, then, many persons who
have received “chain letters” have simply
thrown them into the garbage, not wanting
to share in unchristian and possibly illegal
activities.
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Christendom’s Clergy and Morals

nication often appear in the newspapers.

Their expressions show that ever-increas-
ing numbers of them condone that which
Jehovah God emphatically condemns. (1 Cor.
6:9, 10) Do you uphold the Bible's standard
of morality? Does your church? The following
experiences illustrate what some persons have
done when confronted with the facts:

An elderly man in England writes: “My
wife and I tried various denominations, hoping
to find a religion that would bring us closer
to God. None gave us the spiritual food and
strength we needed. Finally, we invited a
Church of England clergyman to our home
with the thought of going to his church.

“To our disgust and surprise he did not
condemn present-day sinning, blasphemy, adul-
tery and trial marriages. He said blasphemy
was a present-day form of expression and
not to worry about it. As to unmarried couples
sharing the same bed, his reply was, Well,
if they do not see things our way, then we
must be understanding and see things their
way.” In other words, agree with their sinful
conduct or condone it.

“During this time, two witnesses of Jeho-
vah had been calling on us. So after dis-
patching the clergyman promptly, my wife
declared, T know where our religion lies. It
is with Jehovah’s witnesses.” And now we too
are Jehovah’s witnesses because they respect
God’s high moral standards outlined in the
Bible.”

An Illinois woman writes: “We were active
members of the Methodist church. My hus-
band served twice as president of the Sunday-
school class. He was on the official church
board and a trustee. I was a Sunday-school
teacher for two years.

“When Jehovah’'s witnesses called on us, |
became very interested in their message
about God’'s Kingdom promises. | had no
intentions of becoming one of them, but 1
was very interested in the Bible, and | wanted
to know more about it. So | accepted their
offer to study it with me. After a few months
of study, we realized that we had learned
more about the Bible than we had in all our
years in the Methodist church.

“We decided to get out of false religion as
fast as we could. Two things helped us to
do this. One was that one of the Methodist
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THE clergy's views on adultery and for-

Sunday-school books actually taught evolution,
which directly contradicted the creation
account in Genesis. The second was that a
Methodist minister from Morton, Illinois,
gave a sermon on the advantages of adultery.
He has since written a book advocating it. He
was not excommunicated but continued in
good standing with the Methodist church.
Now we attend the Kingdom Hall of Jeho-
vah’'s Witnesses regularly and share what we
are learning with others.”

From Canada another woman writes: “I
attended the United Church for nineteen
years. Often | asked my minister and others
about the meaning of Revelation, but no one
could explain it. When Jehovah’s witnesses
called, 1 asked the woman calling to explain
portions of Revelation. | was overjoyed to
hear her answers to questions that had both-
ered me for eleven years.

“At this time the United Church had brought
out its new curriculum. In the teacher’s guide
the Bible was discredited as containing myths.
It denied the virgin birth of Jesus Christ and
downgraded the first eleven chapters of
Genesis.

“The minister in the church said that one
could engage in premarital sex as long as it
did not bother one’s conscience. One Sunday-
school teacher left her husband, and even
though she was living with another man she
was welcomed with open arms at the church.

“After reading in the Watchtower magazine
of the need to abandon false religion, 1 no
longer felt comfortable in the church. So for
two months during the summer | made a
deep, personal study of the Bible with the
aid of one of the Watch Tower publications.

“When | returned to church that fall 1
felt like an outsider. I was asked to teach
the new curriculum, but my conscience would
not allow me to do this. I made my decision
to leave the church for good. | told the minis-
ter that | could not accept the church’s
teaching and that | was leaving. He told me
not to go to another church because what 1
found in his church 1 would find in all
churches.

“Today | am enjoying the wonderful spiri-
tual food as served in the Kingdom Hall of
Jehovah’s Witnesses. | dedicated my life to
Jehovah and symbolized it by water baptism
in January 1967.”
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"ACH year the land and crops of many
Enations are drenched with millions
of pounds of poisonous chemicals. Chem-
ical pesticides are used to kill unwanted in-
sects, rodents and fungi. Chemical poisons
are also used to kill weeds and defoliate
plants.

The degree to which chemical poisons
are used in some areas was
noted by the New York
Times of December 26,1969.
Speaking of cotton farms in
the state of Mississippi, it
said:

“From March through
November, the air is filled
with chemicals to keep weeds
from sprouting, and others
to kill them if they do; with
chemicals to kill boll weevils,
boll worms and other insects;
and finally, at harvest time, with a foul-
smelling defoliant to take the leaves off
the cotton plants. . Altogether, the
chemicals are spread 10 to 20 times a sea-
son.”

Evidence Mounts

Yet, there were those who for many
years warned against the trend of using
more and more chemicals on crops and
lands. They argued that harm was being
done that could have serious long-term
consequences.

Today, the evidence is mounting that
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The milk of human mothers
may contain much more DDT
than is allowed in dairy milk

pesticides and other poisons are doing
what these persons said. In recent years
the harsh consequences of the heavy use
of pesticides have become evident. These
poisons have proved to be killers of large
numbers of birds and fish, rendering some
species almost extinct.

It has also been found that some of the
long-lasting pesticides such
as DDT were finding their
way into humans. Newsweek
of January 26, 1970, stated:
“American women carry in
their breasts milk that has
anywhere from three to ten
times more of the pesticide
DDT than the Federal gov-
ernment allows in dairy milk
meant for human consump-
tion.”

Thus, even government of-
ficials and scientists are worried now. Dr.
Charles F. Wurster, biologist at the State
University of New York, said: “The dan-
ger is no longer debatable; it's established,
scientific fact.” Another scientist who
examined the evidence remarked: “I'm
scared.”

Animal Life Affected

Chemical poisons are carried through
the air when sprayed, or washed from the
land into rivers and lakes, affecting the
fish. In the Mississippi River, mosquito
fish were found to contain so much poison

21



that Dr. Denzel B. Ferguson of the Mis-
sissippi State University zoology depart-
ment declared: “These fish are living
bombs. Anything that comes along and
eats them is just doomed.”

Last year the United States government
seized 28,000 pounds of Lake Michigan
salmon. It was, contaminated with too
much DDT and dieldrin. The salmon con-
tained nearly four times as much pesti-
cide as the allowable limit.

American birds such as the bald eagle,
peregrine falcon and brown pelican are in
danger of being wiped out. In the ocean
off California, tiny marine plants and
animals known as plankton absorb pesti-
cides that have washed off from the land
or have been carried to the ocean through
the air. Fish eat the plankton and build
up pesticides in their systems. Then, as
pelicans eat the fish the pesticides build up
in them. This has upset their intricate re-
productive system. Now female pelicans
lay eggs with such thin shells that the
eggs crack and fall apart almost im-
mediately. Eggs that may last a few days
are so fragile that when the female sits
on them, they break apart under her
weight

Thus, even though the pelicans may not
be killed directly by pesticides, they are
being exterminated because their eggs do
not hatch. As the San Francisco Chronicle
stated: “It looks as though the huge brown
birds will hatch no young at all in Cali-
fornia this year, and the path of death
is sweeping inexorably southward as far
as the Mexican islands off Baja Califor-
nia.”

At a turkey farm in Arkansas, the
powerful pesticide heptachlor was used on
live turkeys to control chiggers. Out of
a total of 300,000 turkeys checked, 124,000
were found to be contaminated with the
pesticide.
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At times, large numbers of animals are
killed directly by pesticides. For instance,
in Hanover, New Hampshire, pesticides
used on elm trees wiped out hundreds of
birds. About 70 percent of the robins were
killed.

Medical World News of February 27,
1970, reports on an experiment where
twenty-five fertilized eggs were injected
with small amounts of a chemical de-
foliant widely used in the United States
(and in Vietnam). Only fifteen chicks
survived. Eleven of the fifteen were crip-
pled and had other defects. In the un-
hatched chicks serious disorders and de-
formities were found.

Powerful and Long-lasting

So powerful and long-lasting are some
pesticides that traces of them have been
found in Antarctic penguins. This was
thousands of miles away from the nearest
point of use!

What makes the problem grave is that
some pesticides, such as DDT, are not
soluble in water. So they accumulate in
the organisms that are exposed to them.
In time the animal may contain far more
pesticide residues in its system than are
in the environment. Indeed, it is said that
some animals may contain more than
a million times as much as their environ-
ment!

When one animal eats another, such as
birds eating fish that contain pesticides,

the earth not contaminated
with DDT’
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the poisons accumulate rapidly in the
eater. Hence, the higher up we go in
the chain of animals, the more concen-
trated become the accumulations of poi-
sons.

The use of pesticides, particularly DDT,
has been so widespread that Dr. Lorenzo
Tomatis of the International Agency for
Research on Cancer in France declared:
“There is no animal, no water, no soil on
this earth which at present is not con-
taminated with DDT.” Also, Senator Gay-
lord Nelson of Wisconsin stated of DDT:
“In only one generation, it has contam-
inated the atmosphere, the sea, the lakes
and streams, and infiltrated the fatty tis-
sue of most of the world’s creatures.”

Because DDT has turned up in milk,
meat, vegetables, fruit and people, govern-
ment officials in the United States placed
strict limits on its use after January 1,
1970. But Robert H. Finch, Secretary of
the Health, Education and Welfare depart-
ment said that residues of DDT would
show up in foods for “ten years or longer”
after a ban goes into effect. While several
other countries have also limited the use
of DDT, hundreds of other pesticides con-
tinue to be used.

What Effect on Man?

Studies show that Americans have an
average of 12 parts per million of DDT in
the fatty tissues of their bodies. This is
more than twice the amount allowed in
fish sold commercially. England’s Guardian
Weekly of November 15, 1969, reported:
“It has also been discovered that the blood
of the average American contains more
DDT than is permitted in meat.. . chlori-
nated insecticides can cause chronic poison-
ing in people most exposed to them, and
liver and kidney damage are known to be
hazards.”

Breast-fed babies were found to be get-
ting from their mother’'s milk twice the
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quantity of pesticides recommended as the
limit by the World Health Organization.
Swedish toxicologist Dr. Goran Lofroth
noted that when such amounts are present
in animals, they begin to show biochemical
changes.

Traces of pesticides have been found in
the tissues of stillborn and unborn babies.
In some cases the concentrations of poisons
were as high as existed in the mother. The
pesticides were found in the babies’ liver,
kidney and brain, with the greatest con-
centration being in the fatty tissue.

In a case reported by national television
in the United States, a father mistakenly
fed his hog grain that had been treated
with mercury, grain that is supposed to be
planted but not eaten. Later, he butchered
the hog and his family ate it. Serious ill-
ness resulted to his pregnant wife and
several children. There were blindness,
speech defects, brain damage and other
complications. It was said of one child
that if she lived she would be a “vegetable”
because of such severe brain damage.

In experiments with rats, heavy doses
of pesticide produced cancer, birth ab-
normalities and long-term heredity defects.
True, most persons do not get a concen-
trated dose of chemical poisons at one
time. But what happens to humans who
are taking in small amounts daily in the
food they eat, the air they breathe and
the water they drink? Are we to assume
that insects, birds and fish can be Kkilled
and some species rendered nearly extinct,
yet no harm come to man from these
same poisons?

Upsetting Balance

Pesticides have disturbed what is called
“the balance of nature.” An example of
this was reported by Dr. Lamont C. Cole
of Cornell University, as noted by U.S.
News & World Report of November 24,
1969:
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“The World Health Organization sent
DDT to Borneo to kill mosquitoes. It
worked fine. But it didn't kill roaches,
which accumulated DDT in their bodies.
Lizards which lived in the thatched huts
ate the roaches. The DDT slowed the
lizards. Cats then easily caught the lizards.
But the cats died . . . With the cats gone,
rats came, carrying a threat of plague.
And, with the lizards gone, caterpillars
multiplied in the huts, where they fed on
the roof thatching. Then the roofs started
caving in.”

What is ironic is that while pesticides
have Kkilled insects, these same types of
insects have produced strains that are re-
sistant to those pesticides. Thus, more
powerful poisons are needed to kill them.
But it is said that there is no pesticide
that insects cannot eventually handle.

What are these insects? The United
States Department of Agriculture made a
census of all insects regarded by man as
harmful. Out of more than 800,000 known
types the number classified as “harmful”
came to only 235, less than 1/25th of 1
percent of those known to science!

The work of insects that pollinate plants
far offsets the damage done by other in-
sects. If pollen-carrying insects were elimi-
nated, most blooming plants and flowers
would become extinct. If bees alone were
to disappear, it is estimated that 100,000
types of flowering plants would die out.

Also, consider this comment by World
Boole Encyclopedia: “Farmers have con-
tributed to the spread and increase of in-
sect pests by upsetting the balance of na-
ture, and replacing the varied plant life
of the wild fields with acres of one kind of
plant.” Certain insects seem to thrive when
large areas are planted in a single crop.

What Alternatives?
Are there alternatives to the use of
pesticides? Yes. One is the use of insects
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that eat other insects considered harmful.
Pest-controlling insects are many, such as
ladybugs, praying mantises, lacewing flies
and trichogramma wasps.

In Kansas, certain crops were being
destroyed by greenbugs, so farmers im-
ported large quantities of ladybugs from
breeders. After six weeks, the ladybugs
had brought the greenbugs under control.
One large user of ladybugs reported that
the greenbugs were almost completely con-
trolled within two days. And the ladybugs
were not a threat to crops.

Other alternatives include growing
strains of plants more resistant to insects;
insect-sterilization techniques; mechanical
controls; interplanting of crops; use of
sprays made from organic materials such
as onions, garlic, mint and others.

In regard to the function and control
of insects, the following observation of
Organic Gardening and Farming of August
1969 is of interest. It states: “The more we
observe her methods, the more we come
to understand that the insect is Nature's
censor in destroying unwanted vegetation.

in general, insects prefer to feed on
plants grown with chemical fertilizers
rather than on those grown by the organic
method. Control of insect pests is possible
in any number of ways, without resorting
to the use of poison sprays and chemicals.
Plants strongly attacked by insects are
often nutritionally unbalanced.”

It is becoming apparent that many of
the problems encountered by man in his
use of chemical poisons are due to his lack
of knowledge and foresight, as well as his
economic greed. This emphasizes the need
for direction by the Creator of all plants,
animals, insects and man. In God’s new
order we can expect this direction so that
man will be brought into harmony with
the rest of God's earthly creation.

AWAKE!



Argentina’s “Flou/er Citij”

OLOR in a vast variety of
Cshades and shapes is what
will greet your eyes in Ar-
gentina’s “Flower City” at the
time of the annual Flower
Festival. Delightful fragrance
will fill the air. You will mar-
vel at the floral handiwork of
the Creator as you gaze upon
the multitude of plants that are
‘arrayed in a beauty that more
than matches the glory of King
Solomon.'—Matt. 6:28, 29.

Escobar, some fifty kilo-
meters northwest of Buenos
Aires, is where you must go
on the right dates if you would
enjoy this feast for the eyes
and the nostrils. The soil in
this area is very fertile and at
the right altitude for cultiva-
tion of flowers. The township
of Escobar has about 50,000
inhabitants, and here the larg-
est Japanese settlement in Ar-
gentina is to be found. Of the
more than 120 families of Jap-
anese, 95 percent are engaged
in floriculture.

In the region more than 400 establish-
ments are engaged in raising flowers, and
of these some 300 have greenhouses. And
many flower farmers cultivate their plants
in the open air. To gain some idea of the
extent of this industry, consider these fig-
ures for the year 1969: 400 baskets of
flowers arrived daily in Buenos Aires’
flower markets from Escobar. Not very
much, you think? Well, each basket con-
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By "Anake!" cormrespondent
In Argentina

tains 30 or 40 packages of gla-
dioli, with 24 flower stalks to
each package; also it has 15 pack-
ages of carnations at 100 blooms
per package; also 20 packages of
roses with 48 units each. Mea-
suring this commodity by the value
in the market, this means 8 mil-
lion pesos’ (some $22,860) worth
per day.

Wonderful Floral Display

Yes, festival time is the best time
to come to this city. And what a
profusion of blooms are on dis-
play! Carnations, for example, so
large that it would almost take
both hands to hold one. They be-
long to the Sim variety, and come
in reds, whites, pinks, and other
delicate hues. Here is a variety
having thin white stripes, and it
looks as though they were awarded
first prize this year.

And azaleas! Here is one that is
so large it looks like a tree and is solid
with blossoms. These, too, are in a variety
of colors—white, pink, violet, coral, and
even some with the two-tone effect.

Next come the roses. And why are the
Japanese gentlemen examining this par-
ticular specimen so minutely, even bending
down and looking underneath the petals
and at the stem? Well, they are official
judges for the festival, and it appears there
are three factors that must be taken into
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account in judging flowers. First, the stem
of the carnation or the rose should be
stout enough to keep the flower erect when
it opens completely. Then, the color is
considered as to its purity or uniformity.
Finally, the size of the bloom is taken into
account.

Certainly the rose is well represented
at this festival. Here are some that are
intensely red, and over there is a most
striking variety—orange colored. They are
called Super Star. Then there are some
with petals of more than one color. The
yellow ones are called Buccaneer, and those
others over there are known as Suspense.

Be sure to have a look at the strange
and beautiful parasites clinging to the
trunks of these trees. These are the or-
chids. They come in all sizes and varieties
too. There are the dwarf orchids as well
as these larger ones that drape the trees.
Notice how perfectly formed the flower is,
and so fresh and crisp looking.

There is so much to see here. For exam-
ple, the cactus section, in which you see
displayed a bewildering variety of geo-
metrical forms—some spherical, some
cylindrical, oval, conical, prismatic, and so
on. And most of them are in bloom right
now, which makes them most attractive.
But one cannot spend too much time in
any single section, for there are many
other eye-catching beauties such as the
cineraria, the gladiolus, chrysanthemums,
tulips, sweet peas, and a host of others.

The Japanese Garden

A visit to this area would not be com-
plete without viewing the Japanese Gar-
den. The local municipality made a grant
of the requisite land, and the Japanese
community developed the garden as a
gift to the Argentine people. It measures
five thousand square meters and is artis-
tically laid out as a living miniature of a
Japanese landscape. It is of the classic
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type called TsuTciyama-Sansuri (mountain
and water).

For adornment, stones were brought
specially from Alta Gracia in the province
of Cordoba, from La Toma in the province
of San Luis, and from Olavarria in the
province of Buenos Aires. Some of these
are carved and some are just plain.

A group of prisoners from Sierra Chica
were employed to build a typical Japanese
stone bridge across the tiny lake that adds
so much to the garden’s beauty. Nine
stone lanterns were imported from Japan
to enhance the classical effect. Altogether,
some 3,000 persons worked on the project,
and 250 different kinds of trees were
planted. The cost is said to have been as
high as 50 million pesos, which would be
approximately $1,428,570.

Objective of the Festival

Before leaving this colorful festival one
can visit the greenhouse, and there, with
a bewildering variety to choose from, one
can select and purchase a pot plant for
the living room or the patio. Practically
everyone leaves with one of these packages
as a memento of an unforgettable display
of color and beauty—a memento that will
last a long time with proper care.

However, there is a reason for this an-
nual festival, beyond the matter of selling
a great quantity of plants. Funds are be-
ing collected for the purpose of establish-
ing a school of gardeners and cultivators,
a school in which they will try to develop
new techniques for obtaining seeds and
bulbs. This will do away gradually with the
need to import these. Already, 2,500 hect-
ares of land have been purchased for the
school. When it is finally in operation, it
is expected that this festival will be able
to display an even grander variety of
flowers and plants. Escobar will seek to
maintain its title as Argentina’s “Flower
City.”

AWAKE I



HAT we should love, not hate, is the

good advice that the apostle John gives
us: “This is the message which you have
heard from the beginning, that we should
have love for one another; not like Cain,
who originated with the wicked one and
slaughtered his brother. And for the sake
of what did he slaughter him? Because his
own works were wicked, but those of his
brother were righteous.”—1 John 3:11,12.

Why should Christians love one another?
Because it is a just and righteous require-
ment. As the apostle John further states:
“Beloved ones, if this is how God loved
us"—by sending forth “his Son as a pro-
pitiatory sacrifice for our sins”—*“then we
are ourselves under obligation to love one
another.” And it is also the course of wis-
dom for Christians to love one another,
for “love builds up”; it builds up both the
one loving and the one being loved.
—1John 4:10,11; 1 Cor. 8:1; Acts 20:35.

Just the opposite of love is hate, that
is, hate of one’s fellows or Christian broth-
ers. True, we should hate what is bad,
in fact, we are commanded to do so by
God's Word. (Ps. 97:10) However, that is
a principled hate. But selfish, personal
hate tears down; it is even likened to mur-
der: “Everyone who hates his brother is
a manslayer, and you know that no man-
slayer has everlasting life remaining in
him.” Cain, the first son of Adam, gives
us a warning example in this regard. Hate
caused him to ignore God's reproof and
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deliberately to murder his brother Abel.
—1 John 3:15.

No doubt hopes ran high in Adam and
Eve upon the birth of their first son Cain.
This seems to be indicated by Eve’s words:
“l1 have acquired a man with the aid of
Jehovah.” (Gen. 4:1) It could well be that
Cain received special consideration as the
firstborn and that he let it go to his head.
When his brother Abel came along, Cain
no doubt looked down upon him. He was a
proud man.

All this came out when Cain and Abel
made offerings to Jehovah God. Cain
brought fruits and vegetables, whereas
Abel “brought some firstlings of his flock,
even their fatty pieces. Now while Jehovah
was looking with favor upon Abel and his
offering, he did not look with any favor
upon Cain and upon his offering.” (Gen.
4:3-5) Why? Because Abel had the right
heart condition, offered the right sacri-
fice and offered it in faith, but in all these
respects Cain was lacking.—Heb. 11:4;
1 John 3:12.

To see Abel, whom he considered in-
ferior to himself, being preferred by Je-
hovah God was just too much for Cain.
A murderous hate filled his soul: “Cain
grew hot with great anger, and his coun-
tenance began to fall.” Seeing Cain’s heart
condition, God extended a helping hand to
him by reproving Cain: “Why are you hot
with anger and why has your countenance
fallen? If you turn to doing good,” that is,
if you exercise faith and offer the right
kind of sacrifice, “will there not be an
exaltation? But if you do not turn to doing
good, there is sin crouching at the en-
trance, and for you is its craving; and will
you, for your part, get the mastery over
it?"—Gen. 4:5-7.

Here Jehovah God, in his love and long-
suffering, was warning proud, envious Cain
about his dangerous heart attitude and
telling him that he too could have Jeho-
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vah's favor if he would humble himself
by copying Abel’s example. It was an ani-
mal sacrifice that was fitting as it in-
volved the shedding of blood, and blood
needed to be shed to reconcile man with
God.—Heb. 9:22.

But Cain was not listening to Jehovah
God. His pride and envious hatred had not
only hardened his heart against his broth-
er but even made him deaf to reproof by
Jehovah God himself. “After that Cain
said to Abel his brother: ‘Let us go over
into the field.” So it came about that while
they were in the field Cain proceeded to
assault Abel his brother and kill him.”
Evidently Abel was so guileless that he
did not at all note his brother's envious
hatred and so went along, wholly un-
suspecting any foul play.—Gen. 4:8.

Cain killed his brother in cold blood.
It was no impulsive deed, done on the spur
of the moment in the heat of passion. It
was premeditated murder. Jehovah God
had warned him, and he had chosen to
ignore that warning. He invited his broth-
er to go into the field away from the rest
of their family for the purpose of killing
him. Then when Jehovah asked him:
“Where is Abel your brother?” Cain
hypocritically and lyingly replied: “I do
not know. Am | my brother’s guardian?”
(Gen. 4:9) For his hateful murder Cain
lost out on any hope of everlasting life,
even as indicated by the words of John.
—1 John 3:12.

Truly, personal hate of one’s brother or
fellowman is something to be guarded
against. It can have its roots in a mis-
understanding or an injustice received. Or,
then again, as with Cain, it might be due
to pride and envy, the worst sort of hate,
because of its being so utterly selfish. This
is the sort of hate that the Jewish leaders
had for Jesus, and it caused them also to
commit murder. Rightly Jesus accused
them of being of their father, Satan the
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Devil, and told them that they would not
be able to escape the destruction of Ge-
henna.—Matt. 23:33-36; John 8:44.

How can we keep from letting hate come
into our hearts because of what another
may have said or done that has affected
us adversely in some way or another?
By telling ourselves how wrong, how
wicked it is to hate our brother; by en-
deavoring to forgive and forget; by en-
deavoring to be reasonable about it. We
must admit that the one who has harmed
us is not basically wicked or he would
not be a Christian brother, but that he
has many fine qualities. He may be serv-
ing Jehovah God as well as we are serving
him, or even better! We also want to re-
member that we are to love our neighbor
as ourselves and that love covers a mul-
titude of sins. Further, we can also tell
ourselves that it is foolish, that it just
does not make sense to let another rob
us of our joy. (Mark 12:31; 1 Pet. 4:8)
Of course, if we are unable to forgive and
forget we are obligated to follow Jesus’
instructions as recorded at Matthew 18:
15-17, and go to him personally in an ef-
fort to win our brother.

There is yet another warning lesson to
be learned from the wicked course that
Cain took, and that is never to ignore re-
proof or warning counsel. Such warning
might be said to be discipline, and “the
reproofs of discipline are the way of life.”
Cain proudly and stubbornly refused to
listen to the reproof of discipline coming
to him from Jehovah God himself. His
course was as foolish as it was wicked. It
is possible that he could have been the
ancestor of the Messiah, but instead his
line perished at the Flood.—Prov. 6:23.

May all Christians take to heart John's
counsel to love their brothers and be on
guard against letting hate take root. At the
same time let them always be ready to ac-
cept the reproofs of discipline.

AWAKE!



Reaction to Cambodia Drive
# President Nixon announced

on April 30 that the United
States was sending combat
troops into Cambodia. He

called the step an extension of
the war to save American
lives. The purpose of the drive
assertedly is to search out the
supplies of the North Vietnam-
ese and drive them from their
sanctuaries. The initial world
reaction to the move was one
of shock. Newspaper editorials
were mixed in viewpoint. Stu-
dent reaction the world oyer
was almost universally nega-
tive. Editors of eleven college
newspapers in the United
States urged a nationwide
walkout to protest the ac-
tion. In a letter to Nixon, the
presidents of thirty-seven col-
leges and universities urged
him to end promptly the mili-
tary involvement in Southeast
Asia. They said the American
“invasion of Cambodia'* gen-
erated “severe and widespread
apprehensions on our cam-
puses.” At Kent State Univer-
sity, Ohio, four students were
killed and eight others wounded
by National Guard gunfire dur-
ing a protest. After the shoot-

ings, the university was or-
dered closed for an indefinite
period.

Christian Love Shown
<> The cold aftermath of war-
devastated Eastern Nigeria felt
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the warmth of Christian love.
Jehovah’s witnesses shipped
eleven tons of much-needed
Bible literature, clothing and
food supplies to their Christian
brothers in eleven cities in
Iboland. These brothers of
theirs were found to be in good
spirits, determined to hold fast
their devotion to God and to
continue in their Christian min-
istry. The work of preaching
God’s kingdom is being reor-
ganized in that area, so that
mourners can be helped to
turn to the kingdom of God
as mankind’s only hope.

‘Pushing the Panic Button’

<> Many Catholic priests are
dissatisfied with the way things
are being handled by the Vat-
ican. This was the message of
priest Joseph H. Fichter, a
sociologist on the faculty of
Harvard University. He said:
“The so-called ‘clergy crisis’
has brought the moment of
truth at last to the hierarchy.
Nothing else bothers them so
much. Now the prelates are
pushing the panic button. They
are losing their constituents,
their employes, their subjects.
All of a sudden they realize
that the sacred priesthood is
no longer attractive enough as
a lifelong profession to draw
new recruits or to hold men
who have already been or-
dained. This is a shocking rev-
elation, especially for bishops

who have been out of contact
with their priests, who do not
know, or who do not care to
admit, why so many of their
clergy are discontented.”

Apollo’s Hasty Return

# The hasty return of Apollo
13 from its mission to the moon
highlighted man’s dependence
on the earth. A short circuit in
an oxygen tank caused an ex-
plosion that placed the lives
of three American spacemen
in serious danger. Immediately
the question arose, Were there
enough oxygen and water left
on their crippled craft to per-
mit them to make it back to
earth? No matter how power-
ful the rockets that thrust men
into space, they cannot escape
the fact that planet Earth is
their home.

Heroin Aplenty

<> United Nations experts es-
timate that about 50 tons of
heroin now reach the illicit
drug market each year. That
amounts to a minimum of 10,-
000,000,000 doses, enough for
three each to every man, wom-
an and child in the world.

“Earth Day” Woes

# The globe’s ecological woes
were highlighted on April 22,
which sponsors called “Earth
Day.” Millions of earth’s in-
habitants learned how polluted
local rivers, air and land are.
Although the United States has
some 2,000,000,000 acres, most
of the people are crowded into
cities while much of the land
lies sparsely populated. The
next challenge, as a number
of Earth Day orators noted, is
to translate the new awareness
of pollution into concrete steps
toward environmental reform.
That requires more than public
demonstrations.

Ocean Floor Was Once Top

# Two Columbia University
scientists, Dr. Bruce. C. Heezen,
professor of geology, and Paul
J. Fox, a graduate student,
stated that there is evidence

29



to show that the deepest part
of the Atlantic Ocean was once
virtually at the surface. They
discovered coral-reef remnants
in the Puerto Rico Trench at
a depth of 27,500 feet. The sur-
prising fact is that such coral
grows only in water 50 feet or
less in depth. When did the
floor subside more than 20,000
feet? It could have happened
during the adjustments that
took place in connection with
the deluge of Noah's day.

Tax Exemption Upheld

<> The United States Supreme
Court, on May 4, ruled 7 to 1
that laws that exempt from
taxation church property used
solely for religious purposes
do not violate the Constitu-
tion's prohibition against state
support of religion. The argu-
ment was that tax exemptions
granted to church property
raised private-property tax
bills and forced property own-
ers to contribute to religious
groups against their will. It
was argued that the result was
an indirect state subsidy to
churches, in violation of the
First Amendment's prohibition
against any “establishment of
religion" by the government.
The Supreme Court rejected
that argument.

Catholic-Episcopal Union

# The Roman Catholic Church
and the Episcopal churches in
the United States issued a re-
port in which they stated that
“organic union" of the two
churches now appeared to be
a realistic possibility. A spokes-
man for the group predicted
that “within five to ten years
at the very latest" the Episco-
palians and Catholics would
be participating in each other's
sacraments.

USD and Birth Defects

<€ The results of a long-term
study of parental use of LSD
revealed that the drug “must
be seriously considered as a
possible mutagen"—an agent
that produces genetic changes
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in cells. Dr. Cheston M. Berlin,
principal investigator in the
study, stated: “Although we
cannot rush in and say we
have unequivocal evidence at
this time that LSD use causes
birth defects, we are on firmer
ground, more suspicious, than
ever before."

‘Betraying the Client’

<% Few people need to be told
that lawyers can be expensive.
John Douglas Arnup, of the
Law Society of Upper Canada
for the past eighteen years,
said that an increasing num-
ber of young lawyers are tar-
nishing the standards of the
legal profession because of
being money hungry. These
men “want it quick and want
it large—and aren't too fussy
how they get it," he said. Like
all laborers, said Arnup, law-
yers deserve their hire. “But
the lawyer who lets his fee
stand in the way of single-
minded duty to his client is
betraying himself, his client
and the whole profession.”

Carbon Monoxide—a Killer

# Two state policemen pulled
off the road in their car. They
backed into a snowbank, which
clogged the exhaust pipe. As
they watched the traffic with
the motor running, exhaust
filled their patrol car with car-
bon monoxide gas. The men
were discovered by a State
Police investigator. One officer
was dead and the other se-
riously ill.

No One Writes the Language

<> There is no written Somali
language, although it has been
spoken for centuries by some
four million Somalis inhabiting
the hot, arid horn of Africa.
Somalia is one of the few coun-
tries in Africa where everyone
speaks the same tongue, but
no one reads or writes it. There
are no publications in the
national language. The three
government newspapers are
printed in Arabic, Italian and
English.

Church Attendance Down

<& Less than 1 percent of Prot-
estant members regularly go
to church in West Germany.
About 30 percent of the Roman
Catholics do so. The trend is
pointed downward. Catholic
bishops have condemned the
church leavers for “infringing
against the solidarity of the
Church." “We can't accept this
. . when a Catholic makes
such a declaration he is se-
riously offending against our
community,” say the bishops.
Evidently they see waning the
tax dollar that church mem-
bers in Germany are compelled
to pay, and they are doing all
in their power to retain the
church tax, trying to forbid
members to leave the church.
But they are leaving anyway.

Man the Waster

<> Experts estimate that each
Canadian accounts for five
pounds of garbage a day. The
nation accounts for 100 million.
“We are the most wasteful

society in history,” says Dr.
L. K. Wade, a biologist at
Capilano College in British

Columbia. “The sheer waste
of billions of glass bottles is
inexcusable." Dr. Crawford
Holling, director of the Re-
source Science Center at the
University of British Columbia,
would not predict when Canada
will collapse if pollution and
waste are not controlled, but
he warns: “Whatever the pe-
riod, it's a short enough time
that you have to be profoundly
concerned over the future for
man."

Prayer by Rote

AN The disciple James, a half
brother of Jesus Christ, said
that prayers must be spoken
in faith, “not doubting at all.”
The apostle John added that it
is the prayer of those ‘observ-
ing God's commandments' that
is favorably heard. (Jas. 1:6;
1 John 3:22) With that in mind
consider the prayer delivered
in the Kansas House and Sen-
ate by Baptist minister H.
Wayne Fink. Reportedly his
prayer went something like
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this: “Well, God, here we are
again—praying not because
we want to nor really believing
that you are listening to us. We
pray, simply because of tradi-
tion, simply because that's the
way it's always been done.”
Fink asked that the legislators
be blessed with “open minds,
clear thinking and honest mo-
tives,” then concluded: “I'm
not going to take any more of
your time, God, because these
men are anxious to get their
trivial preliminary ritual out
of the way. They want to get
on with the important business
and pressing duties of the day.
So be it Lord.” Is a religion
that moves a minister to pray
like that pleasing to God?

Strip at the Church Social

<> Down in the parish hall of
St. John's, in Clapham, London,
the clergy were wowing the
congregation with a striptease
act. If they can show bare flesh
on television, films and in the
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newspapers, why not in the
church hall? The vicar, Tony
Crowe, and his curate, William
Mullenger, tossed away their
clothes. All that remained were
their clergy collars, ecclesiasti-
cal socks and a pair of swim-
ming trunks. At Brentwood in
Essex, some of the ladies of
the St. Joseph the Worker
Roman Catholic Church have
also been getting in on the
striptease act. “The only thing
we haven't gone in for,” one
of them said, “is oscillation,
or tassel-twirling, if you know
what | mean.” Did not some
people find such acts objec-
tionable, being connected with
the church? “Objectionable?”
asked one stripper. “Not on
your life. No one complains.
You should see them out there
when we've nearly stripped
down. They all go wild, espe-
cially the old ones. The au-
dience loves it. We love it.” So
religious Babylon the Great
continues to show what she

really is as the time for God's
destruction of her nears.

Survival of Mankind

<> The Canadian Magazine for
April 4,1970, states that “beau-
tiful Canada will be dead in 10
years, unless we start to save
it today, unless we act now”
“Otherwise, by 1980, this beau-
tiful country will reek with
smog in place of sunshine and
sewers in place of rivers and
our days and nights will clam-
or with noise and the land
will be rife with disease and
violence. The Canadian Society
of Zoologists says bluntly:
The very survival of mankind
is at stake."” U Thant of the
United Nations said the dead-
line is some ten to fifteen years
away, but Daniel Moynihan,
special adviser on urban affairs
for President Nixon, says man
may have less than a fifty-fifty
chance of surviving until 1980.
Of course, all this leaves God
out of account.
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Many persons view the Bible as a “good book” to
be read for its literary value or for comfort when
one is depressed. But the more you learn about
the Book itself, its writers, its actual contents—
even its remarkable preservation despite efforts
to destroy it—the more you can appreciate its
authenticity and its value in all the affairs of life.
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Book?

It is the best seller of all times!
It is the HOLY BIBLE.

What do you know about it?
Can you believe it?

Could you prove it true?
Could you prove it false?

Is it really God's Book?

Though disclaimed by many, this Book still leads all in
distribution. Besides, your life depends on the correct an-
swer to the question:
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