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THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital Issues of our times must 
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. “Awake!” has no fetters. It recognizes 
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; it is unham­
pered by traditional creeds. This piagazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth.

The viewpoint of "Awake!” is not narrow, but is international. “Awake!” has its 
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles are read in many lands, in many 
languages, by millions of persons.

In every issue "Awake!” presents vita! topics on which you should be informed. It 
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent passes in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which 
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical 
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. “ Awake!” pro­
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family.

“ Awake!” pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those 
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish­
ment of God’s righteous new order in this generation.

Get acquainted with “Awake!” Keep awake by reading “ Awake!"
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Brooklyn, N .Y ., May 22, 1970

A RAGING battle is being fought from 
coast to coast in North America by 

advocates and opponents of sex education 
in schools.

Who is involved in this struggle that 
causes such sharp divisions even in small 
towns and some churches? What is be­
hind the furor? How will it affect you and 
your family? And since it is taking place 
in a land that is supposed to be Christian, 
what position should the true Christian 
take in the matter? Is it a good thing, or 
bad?

Who Is Involved
After the dust of the initial skirmish­

es settled, the battle lines were sharply 
drawn. The proponents make up a formi­
dable army: The Sex Information and 
Education Council of the United States 
(SIECUS), the American Medical Asso­
ciation, the National Educational Associa­
tion and the National Council of Churches.

Mobilized to object to it, in one way or 
another, are various social organizations, 
religious groups and an increasing num­
ber of local and national parent organiza­
tions and citizens’ committees. Among 
those resisting are some who were former

BOODk BAD?
advocates until they saw what were to 
them disturbing effects. The backlash 
seems to be growing.

The Canadian Institute of Public Opin­
ion reports that 73 percent of Canadians 
endorse sex education in public schools. 
A Gallup poll says 71 percent of American 
adults want it for their children (and per­
haps 60 percent of the schools in the Unit­
ed States have some form of it). Yet it is 
interesting that due to opposition there 
are now at least twenty states that have 
acted upon or have bills before their legis­
latures to curb or prohibit such instruc­
tion in schools.

Why the Fight
Generally, there seems to be some agree­

ment between these enemies that some 
form of sex education is needed for the 
youth of this generation. The disagree­
ment lieA in when it is to be started, the 
extent of information at certain ages, who 
teaches it and the source and content of 
material.
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A primary cause for the eruption of in­
tense opposition to it seems to be the re­
cent move to teach it in elementary or 
grade schools. Some parents were shocked 
at the language that very small children 
were beginning to use and the attempt on 
the part of some children to ‘practice’ on 
younger family members what had been 
taught or demonstrated in classes. Such 
parents feel it is a case of “ too much too 
soon.”

Some of these parents do not object to 
suitable instruction in higher grades, but 
even then they feel they have cause for 
concern about who teaches the classes and 
whether they are qualified. They claim ex­
cesses by some teachers, such as the in­
cident where a teacher asked students to 
copy obscene words off rest-room walls 
and then define them in class. There was 
the case of a teacher who asked students 
to relate their own experiences with mas­
turbation, homosexuality and sexual ex­
perimentation with animals. Parents fear 
the effect of teachers who may have their 
own sexual ‘hang-ups.’

Opponents feel strongly that sex educa­
tion in the schools is a form of invasion 
and usurpation of parental rights. To them 
this is a subject that should be left mainly 
to parental and religious training, at least 
in its more intimate details. They also ob­
ject to group or coeducational instruction 
in many cases.

But the outstanding objections that have 
caused the bitterest exchanges are that 
the courses omit instruction on morals and 
that this is related to the aim of “leftist” 
groups who push sex education to weaken 
the moral fiber of a nation so as to make 
it an easy mark for communism.

Is It Needed?
Advocates counter that the opposition 

is prodded by ‘extreme right-wingers’ and

by fundamentalist sects that are blinded 
by an outdated moral code. They argue 
that neglect and abandonment of parental 
responsibility to teach their own children 
have produced a growing rate of promis­
cuity and illegitimacy and spreading vene­
real diseases among the young. Also, youth 
has little protection against the continual 
stimuli of advertising, literature and mov­
ies and the bad example of some adults. 
These things, they say, have brought on 
the drive for sex instruction.

In Ontario the rate of unwed mothers 
giving birth is twice what it was ten years 
ago. Some feel that as many as 50 percent 
of teen-age brides are pregnant on their 
wedding day. One newspaper claimed that 
ten Toronto girls a week go to Quebec for 
abortions. In the United States it is re­
ported that 6,000 babies were born out of 
wedlock last year to girls under fifteen. 
One doctor lamented the fact of twelve- 
year-olds coming to him who did not know 
how they got pregnant. Another deplored 
the “absolute ignorance” of patients with 
sexual problems. And statistics prove that 
many nations are experiencing an alarm­
ing increase in venereal diseases among 
young people.

There can also be no doubt about the 
influence for bad upon youth by the way 
sex and nudity are used in movies, TV, 
books, advertising and newspapers. Even 
modem music’s lyrics make illicit sex 
seem to be the ‘in thing.’ Commenting on 
the early exposure this gives to children, 
a physician said: “My 9-year-old knows 
what a lesbian is from movie ads.”

Hence, proponents call for sex educa­
tion from kindergarten on in the schools.

Solutions
One can understand the desire of educa­

tors to fill in the gap left by unwise par­
ents and supply the young with needed
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knowledge. However, in the frantic rush 
to do so they must be careful that they 
do not blindly trample upon the natural 
and obvious relationship between parent 
and child. If educators feel that parents 
are not now equipped to teach their own 
children or will not take the responsibility 
to do so, then why not deal with this 
cause rather than coping only with the 
effects?

Why not educate parents on what and 
how to teach their own children? Many 
parents would welcome this. It would 
maintain the important parent-child rela­
tionship, preserving the structure of the 
family unit. It would also make possible 
the suiting of the instruction to the child’s 
individual needs, something the parent 
would understand better than someone 
who has not lived with the child. The ideal 
place to teach these matters is in the home.

The privacy 
o f  th e  h om e 
would eliminate 
possible embar­
rassment before 
strangers and 
possible abuses 
by any with im­
proper motives 
—teachers or 
other students.
It would keep 
the discussion in 
the atmosphere 
of a ‘family matter,’ which it is. Even 
proponents of sex-education courses in 
schools like to call them courses in ‘family 
life.’

To those who complain that parents feel 
too embarrassed to discuss these matters 
with their children the answer is given 
that they would not, once taught and 
trained what to say and how to handle 
MAY 22, 1970

the situation. “But parents aren’t teach­
ers, aren’t prepared to cope with the situa­
tion, would be too emotionally involved to 
do well,” claim some. The observation of 
Dr. David Reuben is appropriate: “The 
schools are even less prepared than par­
ents to offer sex education. The programs 
are ‘Mickey Mouse’ and the kids know it. 
What is needed is an entirely new ap­
proach: Education in sexuality for
adults.”

Yet, even if programs were instituted 
for teaching parents how to cope with sex 
education for the young, there would be

serious draw ­
backs. It is not 
likely that there 
would be any 
more moral bal­
ance in such 
courses than 
there is now in 
courses for the 
young. Nor is it 
at all likely that 
God’s laws as 
outlined in his 
Word, the Bible, 
would be high­
lighted to give 
the course its 
necessary moral 
balance. Why 
not? Because 
many educators 

have little respect for the Bible. And most 
churches have failed to inculcate in adults 
a real sense of moral responsibility. Not 
only do many clergymen downgrade the 
Bible; they embrace the ‘new morality’ 
code.

Thus, many are the views regarding sex 
education in schools. In the face of these 
conflicting opinions, parents are wonder­
ing what they should do.
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What Parents Pan Do
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LOOKING at their own lack of training 
and ability, many parents might think 

it would be easier to leave sex education all 
to the school. But, then, some conscien­
tious parents are confused. They have 
heard stories about sex education given 
without a moral background and they 
rightly worry. Children are now being told 
that premarital sex, sodomy and other 
forms of sexual deviation are normal and, 
though not desirable, are not to be con­
demned.

Some advocates say conventional stan­
dards of morality are irrelevant. One such 
claims that “ the core of the ethical prob­
lem is not whether a boy or girl remains 
or does not remain a virgin, but whether 
sex is used exploitatively and self-centered- 
ly, or in a meaningful and dignified way.” 
Is this what you want your child taught? 
How do unmarried people use sex in a 
meaningful and “dignified” way if they 
violate the divine command to “ flee from 
fornication” ?—1 Cor. 6:18.

What can you do about the situation? 
Fight the giving of sex education in the 
schools? For the true Christian the direc­
tion is given: The servant “of the Lord 
does not need to fight, but needs to be 
gentle toward all, qualified to teach, keep­
ing himself restrained under evil.” (2 Tim. 
2:24) If a parent objects to what is being

taught and wants to protect his child, he 
can ask to have his child released from 
such classes.

In fairness to the courses taught at some 
schools, however, it must be admitted that 
not all is bad. There is teaching in hy­
giene, disease prevention, care of children, 
family responsibility, and so forth. Fur­
ther, there is some effort to refer students 
to others for guidance, such as the text­
book that urges those with concerns about 
homosexuality to speak to their doctor 
or some other counselor. It also speaks 
against “misuse of oneself” in discussing 
masturbation. But there are veiled state­
ments that leave the reader feeling it is up 
to each one to decide the matter for him­
self; there is no honest condemnation of 
wrong acts.

Christian parents take the course that 
the text at 2 Timothy 2:24 recommends, 
namely, to be “qualified to teach.” Such 
parents have learned to be well equipped 
to combat the misinformation their chil­
dren get in some schools in the teaching 
of evolution and the setting of materialis­
tic goals by perhaps well-meaning teach­
ers. With answers given in home training, 
parents can be confident that their chil­
dren have a defense.

If your church has not provided you 
with the information to combat faith­
eroding teachings of today and no longer
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upholds the Bible as the source of moral 
teaching, why not find out where you can 
be taught and trained to aid your children?

Help Available
Jehovah’s witnesses as Christians sense 

the need to fortify youth and equip parents 
to fill present-day needs. They take the 
position that “wisdom is for a protection.” 
(Eccl. 7:12) Repeatedly their 
er and Awake! magazines have presented 
articles to aid parents on how to approach 
sexual matters with their young ones, 
what to discuss and how to say it. Exam­
ples are the articles in Awake! of Decem­
ber 8, 1968, and June 8, 1965, on a father 
talking to his sons and the July 8, 1965, 
issue on a mother talking to her daughters. 
These took up such matters as conception, 
birth, proper use of sexual powers, bodily 
functions, dating and self-control. Others 
of their publications also provide helpful 
instruction, all on a fine basis of Biblical 
morality.

At their conventions the Witnesses re­
ceive frank and straightforward material 
in talks and even dramas that make ap­
plication of the points taught. At the 1969 
“Peace on Earth” International Assembly 
sessions they heard talks warning against 
the illicit satisfaction of fornication and 
adultery and the dangers of toying with 
sexual immorality. During 1970 additional 
counsel along these lines will be given at 
their assemblies. More worthwhile occupa­
tion of time and abilities are set before 
youthful attenders who are with their par­
ents for this instruction. Yes, it is some­
times beneficial to have group instruction. 
But the setting must be right, with par­
ents or other responsible adults present 
and with good motives.

In your home, put information about 
sex on the right basis. Found it upon the 
“discipline and authoritative advice of Je­
hovah.” (Eph. 6:4) This is much more

valuable source material than the conceit­
ed, always-changing views of humans who 
call for “new values” as to “when and how 
we should have sexual experiences.”  Dr. 
Mary Calderone, one of the prime backers 
of sex courses in schools, says: “ Separate 
yourselves from your parents. I don’t be­
lieve the old ‘Thou shalt nots’ apply any­
more.” Is this what you want your chil­
dren to hear and defenselessly believe? 
They need fortifying!

Some Suggestions
Teach your own children that possession 

of sexual powers brings responsibility to 
the Designer and calls for respect for his 
original purpose. Use the Scriptures to 
show what is honorable use, that these 
are powers of procreation, a wonderful 
thing! (Gen. 1:28) Show that there must 
be deep mutual love between a husband 
and his wife, a giving that brings pleasure 
to another and thus disciplines in unself­
ishness. (Prov. 5:15-23; Eph. 5:21-33) Ex­
plain that confinement of one’s sexual in­
terests to one’s marriage mate is a sound 
requirement for life.—Heb. 13:4.

As you see from the above Scripture ref­
erences, the Bible can be used as a source 
and as a model of tasteful and forceful ex­
pression for teaching. Use it and thus 
counter the influence of declining moral 
standards.

Give such teaching in a wholesome at­
mosphere of respect for God and decency. 
Use proper terminology. Warm teaching, 
with association of the knowledge to its 
proper use, is better than detached pre­
sentation of cold biological facts with too 
many details. If children want to know 
more, they will usually ask. At times ask 
them questions or encourage them to ask 
questions. In that way they learn what 
they want and need to know. Make it a 
conversation rather than lecturing or 
preaching. Look up information together.
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Be sure the child sees the practical wis­
dom as well as the obedience to God’s law 
that is involved, that it is not a matter of 
being prudish.

With discernment several children can 
be taught together. In this way they come 
to face the subject without feeling it is a 
deep, dark secret. After the smaller ones 
have been simply taught and leave, then 
the older ones who ask for and need more 
details can get some elaboration on the 
matter by the parents. Or, they may se­
lect another time, such as when walking 
home from a visit or shopping, to speak 
to their children who need information to 
prepare them for changes in their body or 
to counter the misinformation they will be 
hearing from other children.

When is the best time to start with this 
training of children? Before they start to 
school. But remember, a small question 
requires only a small answer. It is unwise 
to swamp the child with all the clinical 
details. Make answers clear and direct, 
honest and simple. Children are quick to 
detect deceit and hypocrisy. That will re­
sult in a loss of confidence. Elaborate only 
if further questions come. Usually a sim­
ple answer suffices.

One of the reasons for not giving them 
more than they need at such a young age 
gives basis to some of the strongest ob­
jections against forcing the teaching of 
sex upon children in the lower grades. Age 
five to adolescence is viewed as the “laten­
cy period,” when a child’s sexual interests 
are not intense, other things being pur­
sued. It is a time to let a child enjoy grow­
ing up, being a child. The child can be 
damaged or disturbed at this period by 
unwanted sex talk that can lead to sexual 
difficulties later on.

Then there is a period in life when more 
information must be given without waiting 
for questions from the child. It is when 
the bodies of youngsters begin to develop

the capacity to carry out the marvelous 
function of procreation. Children need to 
be told in advance what to expect. They 
should be taught what changes will occur 
in their bodies and in their feelings toward 
the opposite sex. But again, this should be 
suitable to their age and need. It is best 
not to make a “big” thing out of it, either 
then or with children at other sessions. 
It should not be made an obsession. A 
physician and author, Dr. Melvin Anchell, 
says he can teach all that a child needs 
to know about sex, giving it the medical 
viewpoint, in about fifteen minutes. But 
that is the medical viewpoint; there is also 
God’s viewpoint.

There is another matter that is a pa­
rental responsibility. What the parents fail 
to curb in the way of reading and viewing 
could damage the child’s mind. Do you 
really know what your child reads? What 
do others, his school chums, offer him to 
read? One mother was shocked to find 
some scandalous material tucked under the 
mattress of her son’s bed. Are you 
serious about the quality of your son’s 
food? Then be serious about the quality of 
his reading matter. Comics often exploit 
sex and violence, as does TV.

What Your Family Needs
While the suggestions above may be a 

help, there is something else you need in 
order to combat the rising tide of loose 
conduct and adverse effects of possibly 
harmful sex instruction. Just as one must 
have something firm and solid onto which 
one can fasten a lifesaving rope if it is to 
be truly useful, so there must be a well- 
rounded-out knowledge of the Bible if one 
is to have the background that will give 
solid support to this kind of parentally 
taught sex information. This can be had 
by a regular, weekly Bible study in your 
home.
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Jehovah’s witnesses provide this service 
free of charge, at a time convenient to you 
in the privacy of your own home, using 
your own Bible. There is no obligation ex­
cept to agree to prepare in advance for the 
best results. The book The Truth That 
Leads to Eternal Life contains the course 
of study. It takes only about six months 
to cover the material. The fact that in 
less than two years this publication has 
reached the astounding circulation of some 
23 million copies in many languages is 
proof enough that it is supplying a need.

More than a million free home Bible 
studies are being conducted by Jehovah’s 
witnesses each week all around the world. 
Why not avail yourself of this fine pro­
vision? In this way you can fortify your 
family with the basis in faith that it needs 
to endure in this era of sex obsession.' It 
will spare you many heartaches and crises 
in family life.

Parents, do not let your God-given re­
sponsibility toward your children in this 
or any other matter be wrested from you, 
either by your own apathy or by the ques­
tionable motives of some others. The fact 
that some advocates of sex education in 
schools advise their followers to “sneak in” 
such courses and claim that they are mere­
ly expanding already-existing programs

shows dishonesty on their part and does 
raise questions about their motives.

The effect of sex education can be bad, 
depending upon the manner in which it is 
taught and the content of the material. 
A conscientious parent will acquaint him­
self with what is taught and know who 
has edited the material. Thus he will be 
able to counteract effectively any misin­
formation that his child gets in classes.

If information given in some programs 
serves to supplement that which parents 
are morally responsible to give their chil­
dren, then it may be good. It can be learned 
along with related facts and other studies 
in school.

But in either case, the final effect upon 
your children will be determined in great 
measure by what you as the parent do to 
discharge your own responsibility in the 
matter. Avail yourself of the Bible-study 
course that will erect a firm foundation of 
faith upon which you can build the spiritu­
ality of your family. Use the timely mate­
rial in the Watch Tower publications to 
aid you to teach your children Bible prin­
ciples. Build all aspects of a close family 
relationship. The warm, loving atmosphere 
of Christian family life is the wholesome 
climate in which to nurture youth ’to re­
sponsible manhood and womanhood.—Eph. 
5:15-23; 6:1-4.

“Plowing with Twelve Spams”
♦  Persons who read the Bible account at 1 Kings 19:19 might conclude that the 

prophet Elisha was plowing with a team of twelve pairs of bulls. They might won­
der how he ever managed to do this. However, travelers in Bible lands have reported 

some interesting facts about plowing methods there. Considering these reports will 
help us get a clearer picture of how Elisha plowed.

Since the small plows of the farmers in the Middle East do not make a very deep 
furrow, farmers there will arrange to plow in company with fellow farmers. One 

traveler reported that he had seen more than a dozen plows at work in the same 
field, each with its own plowman and team of oxen before him. Evidently, Elisha 

was not behind a single plow to which twenty-four bulls were yoked, but he was in 
charge of the last of twelve plows.
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By “Awake!” correspondent in Japan

A MONSTROUS head, eyes at the cor­
ners of an enormous mouth, no ear 

lugs, just a hole in the head for nostrils. 
This is the profile of Mr. Whale. When 
his mouth opens, a cavernous void that 
would hold a full-grown African elephant 
appears! There are no teeth. Just long, 
slender, white body whiskers hanging 
down both sides from the roof of the 
mouth.

Over Mr. Whale’s huge lower lip is his 
whopping velvety tongue. The ten-foot- 
long whiskers in his mouth are hard and 
flexible. When he takes a deep breath, he 
does not breathe through the mouth. The 
air goes straight to the lungs through the 
valves of that hole in his head. Interested 
in looking farther? Then, rather than fol­
low the approach through which food is 
swept, let us step back and look at this 
vast creature from a more comfortable 
position.

In our minds the word “whale” is usu­
ally associated with something huge. But 
there are smaller whales, better known as 
dolphins and porpoises. Warm-blooded, air- 
breathing mammals, navigating with flip­
pers and driven by powerful flukes, this 
whole fascinating order of five- to one- 
hundred-foot-long creatures, weighing 
from one hundred pounds to one hundred 
fifty tons, is named “Cetacea.” Some have 
teeth, and are called “Odontoceti,” while 
others have whiskers instead of teeth, and 
are known as “Mysticeti.”

Toothless Whales
The specimen already described is the 

Greenland or bowhead right whale, one 
that frequents the North Pacific and the 
North Atlantic. About one-third of his 
length is taken up by his head. He is close­
ly related to smother toothless wonder, the 
blue whale, largest of all mammals, living 
or extinct. A newborn blue whale calf can 
be over twenty feet long. A model of the 
adult blue whale, made of polyurethane 
flesh on a steel skeleton, covered with 
fiber-glass skin, was for several years a 
special exhibit in the Hall of Biology of 
Mammals in New York’s Museum of Nat­
ural History.

The internal whiskers of these mam­
moth creatures, properly called “baleen,” 
are referred to as whalebone. Not really 
bone, it is fundamentally like hair. The 
Japanese call it hige or whiskers. Its use 
has long been superseded in corset and 
other manufactures by synthetics. How­
ever, it is still used as bristles in certain 
types of industrial brushes.

The toothless whale’s overcoat of blub­
ber, a thick rubbery layer under a paper- 
thin skin, is what enables him to maintain 
a body temperature similar to man’s. The 
blubber, producing 50 to 80 percent of its 
own weight in edible oil, renders down to 
make cooking fats, soap and other prod­
ucts.

The whaling industry takes a tremen­
dous toll of these toothless whales. For 
example, the three Japanese whaling fleets 
returned last year, after four months in
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the Antarctic, having caught their quota 
of 1,493 blue whale units. A unit equals 
one blue whale or its equivalent in two 
finback, two and a half humpback or six 
sei whales.

Toothed Whales
Not until early in the eighteenth cen­

tury did whalers begin to give attention 
to another variety of whales, the toothed 
variety, particularly the sperm whale. By 
1846 more than 700 Yankee whaleboats 
were engaged in the chase, eager to share 
the proceeds from this creature’s immense 
carcass—its tons of oil, highly valued as 
an illuminant, and the clear, colorless oil 
found in its head, from which the finest 
quality wax candles are produced. Now, 
however, sperm oil is used in a variety 
of other ways: for rolling steel, dressing 
leather, sizing textiles, and in special lubri­
cants, wax compositions, soap, detergents 
and cosmetics.

Ambergris is another product of the 
sperm whale. Sometimes found floating on 
the ocean, at other times cast ashore, this 
gray, waxy substance is formed in the 
stomach and intestines of the whale, prob­
ably due to some kind of irritation, and 
is vomited out by the creature. It is of the 
texture of very hard cheese, looks like 
marble when cut, and has a delightful 
aroma. It is considered an excellent 
fixative in the manufacture of expensive 
perfumes.

On the whole, members of the whale 
family are harmless and playful. They are 
often observed sporting on the surface in 
schools, leapfrogging or doing somersaults. 
The friendly inquisitiveness of the dolphin 
is well known. When wounded and desper­
ately threshing around in the water, on 
the other hand, a huge whale can endanger 
even a heavy ship.

The Killer Whale
The killer whale is an exception: He is 

not satisfied with plankton and other small 
fry of the ocean. He prefers to get his 
teeth into dolphins, porpoises, seals, pen­
guins and sharks, and will not hesitate to 
take a chunk out of another large whale, 
even ripping out its tongue. They hunt in 
packs. They have been known to smash 
ice floes in order to get at men or seals.

The Japanese call him shachi, using a 
Chinese ideograph that appropriately com­
bines the characters for “ fish” and “tiger.” 
He has a special place in their supersti­
tions. From a distance looking like the 
squarish head of a cow with short horns 
protruding, models of a male and female 
shachi with their flukes in the air face 
each other across the ridge of the highest 
roof of the Japanese castle. The most fa­
mous of these charms tops the castle in 
Nagoya. They were made in 1959 to re­
place those destroyed with the castle dur­
ing the second world war. They are made 
of copper, overlaid with 560 scales of 18- 
karat gold, at a cost of $78,000.

Some idea of the enormous appetite of 
the killer whale may be had from the fact 
that fourteen seals and thirteen porpoises 
were found in the stomach of one twenty- 
one-foot specimen. It is the only one of the 
cetaceans that will feed on its own kind 
or on other warm-blooded mammals.

Whale Characteristics
Teeth or no teeth, all whales bolt their 

food. Teeth are used to seize food only. 
The baleen or toothless whales cruise along 
with their mouths open and live mainly 
on the brit that clings to their whiskers. 
Down in the many chambers of the stom­
ach the food undergoes a long period of 
digestion. In 1891 the English whaleman, 
James Bartlett, was swallowed by a sperm 
whale. Later he was cut out of the humid 
tomb alive and undigested.
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Vision is not the whale’s outstanding 
characteristic. To “see,” the whale depends 
largely on his ears, as does the bat. The 
ears are located behind the eyes, though 
not visible to the casual observer. A unique 
system of air sacs does double duty. They 
act as sound insulators and also adjust to 
the outside pressure by an inflow and out­
flow of blood. Sounds entering the outer 
ear strike the eardrum and are carried 
across to the inner ear. En route the ar­
rangement of bones in the middle ear 
causes them to be highly amplified. Truly 
an invention of the One who created those 
great sea monsters!

Another built-in safety provision of the 
whale comes into play when pressure is 
suddenly released as the whale surfaces. 
Man in such circumstances, exposed to 
such change in pressure, has to avoid “the 
bends,” a condition brought about by the 
formation of nitrogen bubbles in the blood 
and tissues. The whale is marvelously pro­
tected against “the bends.”

Unable to take oxygen directly from 
the water as the fishes do, the whale must 
come to the surface for an air supply 
every fifteen to twenty minutes. When he 
exhales, a visible “blow” is created by the 
sudden expansion and cooling of the air 
ejected through his blowhole. Indeed, ex­
perienced whalers can tell the type of 
whale by the size, shape and angle of the 
“blow.”

The Struggle for Existence
Due to the deadly efficiency of modem 

whaling methods and the fact that only 
one whale calf is born at a time following 
a gestation period of eleven to fifteen 
months, the whale is losing the fight for 
survival. Even the International Whaling 
Commission set up in 1946 is failing to 
save the whale. Each year sees a drastic 
cut in the whale population.

The hand-thrown harpoon has given 
way to the harpoon fired from a cannon 
and is so constructed that it will explode 
in the head of the target. Factory ships 
can strip and cut up a whale in thirty to 
forty-five minutes. In 1964, twenty such 
factory ships handled over 60,000 whales, 
reducing them to 370,000 tons of oil and 
300,000 tons of by-products. With all the 
modern equipm ent fo r  detecting the 
whale and dispatching it, what chance 
does the whale have?

Fortunately for the whale, in the very 
near future He who created these great 
monsters of the sea will do something 
about the situation. It will not be a tem­
porary respite as when mineral oils were 
discovered in the second half of the nine­
teenth century. No, but rather this will 
involve the permanent removal of selfish 
human predators from this beautiful earth. 
Then the great sea monsters will be able to 
frolic and “blow” to their heart’s content.

~Tfie /fetter ^on^ueit
\

♦  “He that is slow to anger is better than a mighty man, and he that is controlling 
his spirit than the one capturing a city.” (Prov. 16:32) The truthfulness of this 
Bible proverb has been illustrated time and time again throughout history. There 
have been many rulers who conquered nations, but who were slaves to their own 
passions or temper. Alexander the Great was one such individual. Though he con­
quered empires, he was enslaved to an uncontrollable anger. Once in a fit of anger 
he killed his best friend, the one whom he professed to love above all others.

The wisdom behind this proverb is so self-evident that many nations have formed 
similar ones. One of them reads, “He is more of a hero who has conquered himself, 
than he who has taken the best fortified city.”
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ACROSS 

ATLANTIC
-on papyrus

i t  A SAILING haystack,” “a paper
_/l_ swan,” “a floating bird’s nest.” 

These were some of the names given to 
a strange bark that was launched from a 
Moroccan seaport on May 17 last year. 
It bore no resemblance to any seagoing 
vessel with which we are familiar. Yet, 
its master, ethnologist Thor Heyerdahl, fa­
mous skipper of the Kon-Tiki expedition 
of some twenty years ago, intended to ven­
ture it out on the open sea. In fact, he 
planned to cross the Atlantic to Central 
America—a voyage of 3,750 miles!

What raised many an eyebrow in scien­
tific circles was the primitiveness of the 
vessel. It was constructed almost entirely 
of papyrus reeds, reminiscent of the an­
cient craft used on the river Nile back in 
the time of the Pharaohs. But why did 
Heyerdahl choose such a strange bark? 
What would he accomplish by his project?

The Puzzle of Central America
His aim was to throw some light on a 

much-debated question, namely, Is there a 
connection between the civilization of the 
ancient Mediterranean lands and the civi­
lization found by the Spaniards when they 
reached Central America four or five hun­
dred years ago? The subject has occupied 
many scholars.

BY “ AWAKE!”  CORRESPONDENT IN DENMARK

The Spanish conquerors or “ conquis- 
tadores” who crossed the ocean in the 
wake of Columbus encountered something 
more than primitive nomads. They met 
capable scribes, architects, artists, astrono­
mers and surgeons in well-organized cit­
ies, ruled by sun-worshiping king-priests. 
These had a calendar system more accu­
rate than that used in Europe. Their sur­
geons could patch up fractures, they could 
embalm the dead, they could perform 
brain operations. There were roads paved 
with stones, enormous aqueducts and im­
pressive suspension bridges. There were 
monuments, beautifully carved, pyramids 
and other magnificent structures.

Only the ruins of that advanced civili­
zation now remain. The greedy conquerors 
from Europe ravaged and plundered the 
cities, enslaving those of the population 
that were not massacred for refusing to 
accept the Catholic religion. Th$ king- 
priests and their armies practically sur­
rendered to a handful of Spanish soldiers. 
Why? They had a tradition that “white, 
bearded men” from across the ocean once 
brought civilization to them, and now they 
thought this new wave of white men came 
as friends also.
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Was it simply a matter of coincidence 
that the people of Middle America had 
pyramids, mummies, brain operations, sun 
worship and king-priests, just as did the 
ancient Egyptians? Or was it because that 
Indian tradition was based on fact, and 
“white, bearded men” had drifted across 
the ocean via the transatlantic current 
that starts from off the North African 
coast?

“Right into the twentieth century,” 
writes Thor Heyerdahl, “ it was an ac­
cepted theory that there was only one 
cradle of civilization, which stood not far 
from the Bible lands, from where the 
civilization spread across continents and 
oceans to all parts of the world.” The ac­
count in the Bible book of Genesis says 
that the first communities after the Flood 
were established in Mesopotamia, the re­
gion between the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers, and that from there mankind came 
to be scattered over “all the surface of the 
earth.”—Gen. 10:8-12; 11:8.

Criticisms of Science
Critically minded anthropologists soon 

attacked this view. They considered the 
Bible as “too old” to be of any scientific 
value in relation to past history. Influ­
enced by the evolution theory, they con­
sidered that the culture of Central Ameri­
ca was an independent development. They 
argued that the close physical and mental 
relationship among all kinds of men would 
make them react in a similar way under 
similar conditions. Columbus, they be­
lieved, was the first to come to America 
apart from primitive immigrants who 
crossed the Bering Strait from Siberia. 
Thus they evolved what came to be con­
sidered an “ indisputable scientific fact.”

A few decades passed, and this “scien­
tific fact” began to crumble. Other scien­
tists produced evidence to show that the 
Atlantic was crossed long before the time

of Columbus. There was that Viking set­
tlement in Newfoundland, among other 
things. So yesterday’s “solid scientific 
fact” is exposed today as a texture of 
speculations without adequate foundation.

Scientific experts also claimed that the 
voyage across the ocean could not be made 
on a boat made of reeds or papyrus, such 
as was anciently used by the Egyptians. 
Egyptologists were of the opinion that 
those reed vessels were usable only on a 
river, and would not stand the stress and 
strain of ocean movement. It was also 
claimed that the papyrus would become 
soaked with seawater and start decaying 
in less than two weeks.

But Thor Heyerdahl was not impressed 
by all the scientific criticism. He believed 
that such modern theories could be proved 
wrong. Indeed, he had reason to distrust 
scientific “ authorities.”

“ Authorities” Can Be Wrong
Before he sailed from South America to 

Polynesia on the famous balsa raft, the 
Kon-Tiki, back in 1947, all “experts” were 
of the opinion that the ancient civilizations 
of America did not carry impulses to the 
islands of the Pacific by means of their 
balsa rafts and reed boats. In 1943, J. E. 
Weckler wrote that no American Indians 
had seagoing vessels that could make the 
voyage to Polynesia. The same view could 
be read in a textbook written by the Poly­
nesia expert, Sir Peter Buck, two years 
later. And it seems that this author got 
the information from his colleague Dr. 
Kenneth P. Emory, curator of the Bishop 
Museum in Hawaii.

Back in 1942 Emory had abandoned the 
idea that the ancient Americans had any 
contact with Polynesia. Why? Because sm­
other colleague had informed him that the 
balsa raft soon becomes waterlogged. He, 
in turn, had drawn his information from 
a treatise written by a South America
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specialist wherein it was stated that balsa 
wood loses its buoyancy completely after 
a few weeks.

The specialist obtained his information 
from the recorded travels of an English­
man who, about a century ago, had seen 
a balsa raft off the South American coast. 
The captain of the ship bearing this trav­
eler told him that within a few weeks the 
balsa wood ‘lost much of its buoyancy.’ It 
is not known where the captain got his 
information. His words were accepted, and, 
says Heyerdahl, while “numerous teachers 
transmitted what they knew without even 
stating their sources, the doctrine became 
an axiom.”

Nevertheless, Heyerdahl sailed 5,000 
miles on a balsa raft, and the fiction 
dubbed “scientific fact” was exposed for 
what it was. There was good reason to 
believe the scientists were all astray as to 
the use of the papyrus craft too. Though 
denying that a boat of reeds would keep 
afloat for more than two weeks, it ap­
peared that none of these “experts” on 
Egypt had ever seen a papyrus boat in 
reality.

Seagoing Vessels o f Reed
Vessels constructed out of reeds were 

in use by American Indians along the Pa­
cific coast from California to Chile at the 
time the Spaniards arrived. Such boats 
were in use on several Mexican lakes too. 
Similar types were common “ from Iraq to 
Ethiopia, across North and Central Africa 
to Chad, Niger and Morocco, and even in 
Sardinia.”—Hjemmet, December 2, 1969, 
p. 7.

When the Spanish reached the Peru­
vian coast they saw many boats made of 
thin reeds, bound in bundles, with elegant­
ly curved prow and stem, somewhat after 
the fashion of the ancient Viking ships. 
Some were large enough to take a crew 
of twenty-four, and they pulled easily

through the surf along the coast of the 
Inca Empire.

“Peruvian vases,”  writes Heyerdahl, 
“ from the time before the Incas often have 
pictures of double-decked reed boats with 
a lot of passengers and freight. On Lake 
Titicaca reed boats large enough for car­
rying cattle, even in stormy weather, are 
still built. On excursions with the moun­
tain Indians the seaworthiness as well as 
the carrying capacity of the boats im­
pressed me greatly.” Even on Easter Is­
land, far out in the Pacific, pictures of 
reed boats with masts and sails have been 
found on stone monuments.

Not all agree that reed boats were con­
fined to river navigation in the Mediter­
ranean region and farther east. Says the 
book The Story of the First Ships: “Wood­
en ships did not exist in ancient Egypt 
until after the Pharaohs started to get 
supplies of timber. The Mediterranean Sea 
was navigated by enterprising mariners in 
boats made of papyrus reeds covered with 
bitumen.” And the Roman author, Pliny 
the Elder, tells of voyages between the 
Ganges and Ceylon, and taking usually 
about twenty days, “made by papyrus 
ships with rig from the Nile.”

It was evident that papyrus vessels were 
seaworthy and could withstand a great 
deal of pounding by the wind and the 
waves. If such a craft could float for more 
than two weeks on the waves of the Atlan­
tic, Heyerdahl believed, then the experi­
ment would also demonstrate the possi­
bility that Mediterranean mariners had 
reached and influenced the cultural devel­
opments in America long before Colum­
bus arrived.

Building the Reed Boat
Pictures of Egyptian vessels were stud­

ied in 'museums all over the world. Dr. 
Bjorn Landstrom, Swedish expert on 
Egyptian drawings of ships, went to Cairo
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to copy pictures of the reed boats of the 
Pharaohs. From these models the boat 
was built.

The materials were supplied from Ethio­
pia. All together, twelve tons of dried pa­
pyrus stems, three to five yards long, were 
freighted over the mountains to the build­
ing site behind the pyramids in the Egyp­
tian desert. The papyrus was bound in bun­
dles with miles of rope, and fashioned into 
the proper shape.

When completed it had a length of about 
fifty feet and a breadth of some sixteen 
feet. The bottom was five feet thick. Amid­
ships was a basket hut serving as cabin 
for the crew of six besides Heyerdahl him­
self. To the thirty-two-foot twin mast was 
fastened a brown, trapezoidal cotton sail 
with an orange sun disk. The vessel was 
named after the Egyptian sun-god, Ra.

The Expedition
The unique vessel was transported to 

the Moroccan seaport of Safi, westernmost 
port known to the ancient Egyptians. Af­
ter a week in the harbor the “Ra” was 
towed out into the Canary Current, which 
would carry it westward. Here is Heyer­
dahl’s own account of what happened next:

“The papyrus bundles undulated like 
rubber cables over the waves. Thick oars 
were smashed like matches, but not one 
papyrus stem broke.. . .  the papyrus stems 
were solid like bamboo fibers and tough 
like rope. Three weeks passed. Four weeks 
passed. Soon we had sailed a longer dis­
tance than from Egypt to Crete, to Greece, 
to Italy, yes, longer than any distance 
within the Mediterranean Sea. [And far­
ther than the “authorities” believed they 
could!] The waves still came roaring 
against us. . . . but the papyrus remained 
equally strong and tough. After six weeks 
we had sailed as far as from Copenhagen 
to the North Pole.”

But, as related in the news subsequently, 
the boat encountered a storm center east 
of the Antilles, and some papyrus started 
to work loose on the starboard side where 
the floor of the hut had worn over the 
ropes that lashed the papyrus stems to­
gether. The mast was broken off by the 
storm. A few days later Thor Heyerdahl 
and his crew were forced to leave the 
papyrus boat because the presence of 
sharks made further repairs by the crew 
impossible. They had been fifty-two days 
on the Atlantic, had sailed some 3,125 
miles, and were only about 600 miles from 
Barbados in the West Indies.

Experiment Not a Failure
Closer examination of all the facts will 

reveal that despite the shipwreck the ex­
periment was no failure. Heyerdahl was 
quite satisfied that they got “sufficient 
proof that a papyrus boat is a seaworthy 
vessel.” He also assigned as reason for the 
wreck the fact that he and his crew “had 
made so many blunders as only modern 
man can make when he wants to handle 
an ancient vessel without any instructors.”

An Italian university professor was of 
the same opinion. Said he: “The boat was 
built with a stern that was too low. The 
Egyptians first refused to build the stern 
on the Ra, and the low stern which was 
finally built is one of the reasons why 
the vessel was so quickly broken down by 
the heavy sea. Another reason is the un­
usually bad weather the expedition had 
to cope with.”

It was demonstrated that frail reed ves­
sels used by the Mediterranean peoples 
could and may well have crossed the At­
lantic, either purposefully or driven by 
storm, and made contact with the natives 
of Central America. It could also have 
happened that some such visitors remained 
long enough to teach the natives some of 
their arts and crafts and religious ideas.
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By “Awake!” correspondent 
in Mexico

MARCH 7, 1970, dawned clear and 
brilliant here in Mexico. It began just 

as any normal day at this time of the year. 
Yet there was something in the air that 
indicated that it was going to be very dif­
ferent. Traffic in the cities had diminished 
considerably. Many people, especially stu­
dents and teachers, had the day free. There 
was unusual calm and quiet.

As this Saturday morning advanced this 
apparent calm decreased. Nervous excite­
ment that comes from the expectation of 
something unusual began manifesting it­
self. People hurried to find cameras, lenses, 
special filters, smoked glasses, welding 
masks, visors improvised from cardboard 
boxes, developed film, containers with wa­
ter or anything that might help them view 
a most extraordinary event without dan­
ger. Yes, they wanted to look at the sun 
by means of such items in order to avoid 
the danger of damaging their eyesight. 
Various means of communication had 
warned the people not to look directly at 
the sun, so many took these precautions.

Come, let us hurry to Metate peak! It 
is ten o’clock in the morning. Oh, the min­
utes before the great event seem to be 
passing so slowly for some, and for others 
they are passing very fast. Tension, im­
patience, curiosity and heightened expec­
tation grip the people. At last the long- 
awaited moment arrives!

With perfect punctuality the perfor­
mance in the heavens begins. The sky, 
which was clear blue a few moments ago,

becomes grayish. The green landscape 
takes on a strange orange hue approaching 
purple. The temperature has begun to 
fall. Even the animals sense the strange 
phenomenon taking place in the sky. They 
grow restless. Dogs bark and howl, bulls 
bellow, birds flit to their nests, hens collect 
together their chicks and cocks crow.

Up to a few moments ago the sun ap­
peared as a perfect circle. Now, look! 
There on its eastern side! A small spot. 
Yes, the moon has started crossing in 
front of it. Slowly the moon continues ad­
vancing, and now the sun looks as if it has 
had a piece bitten or pinched off it. As the 
moon advances in front of the sun, the 
“bitten-off piece” seems to grow bigger 
and bigger. And the result is increasing 
darkness on the earth.

Now the sun looks like a half-moon. Re­
lentlessly the moon continues its advance 
until only a sliver of shining light can be 
seen. The light continues to decrease. It 
seems like it is late afternoon now as the 
shadows advance, covering the country­
side. Gusts of wind stir the trees that look 
like silhouettes in the darkened landscape. 
The uneasiness among the animals in­
creases. The sun is disappearing rapidly. 
Only a very fine ribbon is visible now as 
the performers of this cosmic drama get 
ever nearer to the culminating point of 
this breathtaking spectacle.

Finally, the performance reaches its 
climax with grandeur! With the sun exact-
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ly behind the moon, the eclipse has reached 
its final phase. With awe we have wit­
nessed a sunset and nightfall at midday! 
During the height of the eclipse we notice 
that it has become colder. Nearly total 
darkness covers the land and only a bright­
ly lighted circle surrounds the moon. It is 
the solar corona.

Suddenly everything seems to become 
paralyzed! Only brief interjections of 
amazement are heard from the spectators. 
The countryside appears unreal, with the 
silhouettes of the people resembling stat­
ues. Mixed emotions are in the air. The 
little light that can be seen is like the re­
flection of the moon at night, although it 
is more intense. The stars are easily visi­
ble now. Colossal flames appear to go out 
from the sun, which is completely covered 
by the black outline of the earth’s satel­
lite, the moon. Far off in the distance, in 
every direction to which we turn, we see 
light, much light. It is as when the sun 
is about to ascend in the morning, but the 
difference is that it is happening all around 
us.

Wait, the performance is not over! An 
exquisite “circular band of diamonds,” 
known as “Baily’s beads,” attracts our at­
tention. This is formed by a series of bril­
liant lights as the sun’s rays pass through 
the irregularities of the lunar surface. The 
appearance of a strong radiance completes 
this vision on the western side of the solar 
disk. This radiance is like a gem mounted 
on a ring and is a small part of the solar 
circle now visible again.

As the sun is freed from the lunar shad­
ow, its warm rays once again shine upon 
the earth. The very brief night is over. 
It is getting hotter and everything comes 
to life once more. The phenomenon that 
we have seen is truly extraordinary. Its 
beauty and magnitude are difficult to de­
scribe in words.

Why an Awaited Event
The total eclipse lasted about three and 

a half minutes. Yet it was an event that 
was announced long in advance and it was 
eagerly awaited by many here. The reason 
is that the last total solar eclipse visible in 
Mexico was on September 10,1923. So you 
appreciate why seemingly no one wanted 
to miss this drama in the skies.

Scientists, investigators and amateurs in 
astronomy, astrophysics and other related 
fields calculated the best place where they 
could observe the eclipse. The specific 
point that would be the ideal place of ob­
servation was the small town of Miahuat- 
lan, in the state of Oaxaca, in Mexico, es­
pecially Metate peak a few miles outside 
the town.

What made this an ideal spot? Well, 
it has an elevation of over 5,200 feet above 
sea level and its atmosphere is relatively 
free of clouds, dust, glare, vapors and 
thermal air currents. So months before the 
event, groups of scientists began examin­
ing the observation sites. Scientific delega­
tions from various countries were present.

Among the things they wanted to study 
were the deflection of light from the stars, 
the alteration of the magnetic fields, the 
effects upon cosmic radiations, the effect 
on radio communications and the action of 
ultraviolet rays. Meteorological phenome­
na and disturbances in the seas would also 
be scrutinized. Also some aspects of Ein­
stein’s theory of relativity were to be test­
ed and photos taken of the solar corona 
and protuberances. Mexican scientists 
studied in particular the measurement of 
the ionosphere during the eclipse, the dis­
semination of the different radio waves 
and the record of the static electricity.

The Reaction of the People
It is interesting to note the way per­

sons in different places and of different 
levels of education reacted to the eclipse.
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There has been great progress in education 
due to a permanent campaign to free the 
people from ignorance and superstitious 
beliefs. Yet some people believe that these 
natural occurrences forebode affliction or 
trouble or that they adversely affect hu­
mans in some way. There are still towns 
where the church bells are rung during an 
eclipse, where people cross themselves and 
kneel, asking heaven’s mercy. Old women 
in front of the churches repeat prayers 
with rosaries. Pregnant women hang scis­
sors and other amulets around their necks 
in fear that the eclipse will cause their 
children to be born deformed.

In some communities an eclipse is be­
lieved to be a fight between the sun and 
the moon. People will beat drums, cans, 
frying pans and other utensils with the 
idea of helping the sun to win the fight. 
Others, fearing the unknown and mysteri­
ous, remain motionless.

Astrologers are ever present to take ad­
vantage of the gullible. They surround the 
event with mysticism in order to trick the 
unwary. Magicians, enchanters and others 
proclaim what the eclipse is supposed to 
foretell and what will happen next accord­
ing to the position of the stars. Predictions 
have been made, horoscopes interpreted 
and other subtle means used to exploit the 
credulous. Oh yes, in Miahuatlan, “hip­
pies” were seen celebrating certain rites 
and ceremonies in honor of the sun.

What Is an Eclipse?
An eclipse is simply the hiding of a ce­

lestial body by the interposition of an­
other. It can be total or partial. It is total

when the hidden body is completely cov­
ered as we saw on March 7. When a part 
of it is covered it is annular (ring shaped) 
or partial. A solar eclipse is produced when 
the moon, in its orbit, goes between the 
sun and the earth, projecting its shadow 
on the earth below. An annular eclipse oc­
curs when the moon is exactly in front of 
the sun but it is not big enough, due to its 
distance and position, to cover the sun 
completely. It leaves a ring of the sun visi­
ble. There are never annular eclipses of 
the moon, because the earth’s cone of 
shadow is always large enough to cover 
the moon when it is in an exactly straight 
line with the sun and the earth.

Eclipses are natural happenings that oc­
cur with exact regularity. They do not 
represent a threat nor do they carry some 
prediction of calamity. They are evidence 
of the unchangeable laws that govern the 
universe. They testify to the infinite divine 
wisdom that established each heavenly 
body in the universe and that controls 
them. Yes, they underscore how small we 
are when compared to the gigantic uni­
verse around us. As the newspaper El Uni­
versal ( The Universal) of Mexico, Federal 
District, declared: “ It could well be said 
that not even all the inventive faculty and 
creative possibilities of man could in some 
way produce a spectacle that in the slight­
est way could approach what was produced 
today.”

Yes, eclipses are marvels of Jehovah’s 
creation, one more evidence that assures 
us that the universe continues functioning 
according to the perfect laws he has fixed.

HDW  BIB IS THE EARTH?
•  The earth measures nearly 25,000 miles in circumference at the 
equator. It is said to weigh about 6,600,000,000,000,000,000,000 (6.6 sex- 
tillion) tons. Yet, it is dwarfed by other planets and stars. For in­
stance, about one million earths could fit into the sun! And some suns, 
or stars, are so big that a trillion (a million times a million) earths 
could fit into them!
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EYE-CATCHING ARCHITECTURE

WHEN did it all get started anyway?
There was no hint of a need of any 

kind of architectural skill in perfect man’s 
original paradise. Weather extremes, and 
even rain, were unknown. Rather “a mist 
would go up from the earth and it watered 
the entire surface of the ground.” (Gen. 
2:6) No dangerous wild animals had to be 
protected against. Imagine being able to 
dwell in the outdoors and sleep in the for­
est without fear!

Judging from the fact that there are 
still primitive tribes today who live in 
caves and rude shelters, some have con­
cluded that it has taken man many thou­
sands of years to develop an architectural 
sense. According to this theory, modern 
man’s forebears had to grope their way 
through many ages of mindless develop­
ment before intelligence began to dawn. 
But what are the facts?

An Early Start
Let no one mislead you into believing 

the monkey-into-man story, because our 
most trustworthy record of earliest hu­

man history tells us that the first man’s 
firstborn son, when he grew to manhood, 
engaged in building a city. That was Cain. 
The city he built may have been no more 
than a fortified village, but it doubtless 
had gates, houses, doors and other archi­
tectural features. Indeed, Cain’s immediate 
descendants were already fashioning and 
playing musical instruments and forging 
tools of metal.—Gen. 4:17-24.

Over 1,500 years passed. Already vast 
projects were being undertaken. This was 
in the days of the rebel Nimrod, a man 
who defied the Creator, put himself promi­
nently before men as a leader and engaged 
in building city after city, commencing 
with Babel. Men had mastered the art of 
building with kiln-dried bricks and mor­
tar. Prominent in Babel and well-calculated 
to catch the eye and dominate the land­
scape was the lofty temple tower, prob­
ably of the ziggurat type of structure, 
each story stepped back from the one be­
low.—Gen. 10:10-12; 11:3, 4.

The God of heaven saw fit to interfere 
with the grandiose scheme—a scheme
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undertaken for the avowed purpose of hon­
oring and memorializing self-important 
men. He confused their speech so that they 
could not understand one another. (Gen. 
11:7-9) In all directions the peoples scat­
tered from that teeming center of popu­
lation in the Mesopotamian land of Shinar, 
bearing with them the memory of the 
lofty, impressive structure.

Today we can still observe the long- 
lasting influence of those ancient archi­
tects in the pyramids of Egypt, the ruins 
of the Maya empires of Central America, 
the remains of colossal shrines in Cam­
bodia and India, and the stepped-back 
structures of New York and other large 
cities.

Calculated to Impress
Proud rulers of all ages have delighted 

to build lasting monuments of their own 
fame. The Cheops pyramid, for example, 
originally towered to a height of 481 feet. 
It comprises over three million cubic yards 
of stone; its base covers thirteen acres; 
its limestone blocks weigh, on the average, 
two and a half tons. “ It has been calculat­
ed,” according to historian James Baikie, 
“that the houses of a town to hold 120,- 
000 people could be built out of the ma­
terials of the pyramid. . . . The area of 
the base of the Great Pyramid is two and 
a half times as great as that of St. Peter’s 
. . . more than nine times as great as that 
of Westminster Abbey.”

Then there is that largest known tem­
ple built by man, the ancient Egyptian 
temple of Amon in Karnak. Its great hall, 
with internal dimensions of 329 feet by 
170 feet, contains 134 columns. The col­
umns of its central rows are seventy-eight 
feet high. By raising the walls of this hall 
above the surrounding roofs and by an 
imaginative system of pierced stone trel­
lises, its architects produced what is called 
a clerestory. Thereby adequate lighting

was provided, setting the style for later 
Roman basilicas and medieval cathedrals.

Ambitious and wealthy potentates have 
been able to enlist the aid of men of taste 
and imagination. Think of all the varied 
types of graceful columns and ornamental 
pediments that have embellished their ar­
chitectural masterpieces! There is, for ex­
ample, the Sad-Sutun or Hall of a Hundred 
Columns at Persepolis. More graceful even 
than Ionic columns, they had a ratio of 
height to diameter of 12 to 1, as com­
pared to the 8 to 1 of the Doric column, 
9 to 1 of the Ionic and 10 to 1 in the 
Corinthian.

And the aims of all those builders of 
monuments? “ One would suppose,” says 
one authority, “ that the spirit moving 
Egyptian [and other ancient] architects 
was always so to impress the people with 
the overpowering, almost supernatural, 
dominance of their rulers and deities that 
they might never think for themselves or 
entertain the possibility of changing their 
social status.”— The Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica, 1946 ed., Vol. n, p. 280.

That all of these mighty structures, an­
cient and modern, have the effect of flat­
tering the vanity of the wealthy and pow­
erful while also awing the lower classes 
into silence and obedience, is something 
that becomes obvious to the observant. 
Can you imagine the attitude toward fel­
low humans of one like Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylon who could boast: “Is not this 
Babylon the Great, that I myself have 
built for the royal house with the strength 
of my might and for the dignity of my 
majesty?”—Dan. 4:30.

Honor the Giver of Artistic Sense
As we gaze upon the eye-catching pro­

ductions of the architects of the present 
and the past, we do well to dismiss from 
mind the petty vanity of men. Consider, 
rather, how marvelously the Great Archi-
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tect of the universe implanted in men so 
great a variety of capabilities! It is not a 
case of simply piling stone on stone. No, 
there are other considerations—beauty, 
symmetry, that perfection of balance that 
must appear in the completed structure.

Of the Parthenon of Greece one authori­
ty declares: “ Its studied refinements of 
line—such as the very slight curving of 
lines intended to appear straight, the 
slight tilting in of corner columns to cor­
rect the appearance of tilting outward that 
such vertical columns have, the spacing of 
the columns so as to produce a span at the 
center slightly larger than at the ends— 
these with the complete symmetry of the 
plan, as viewed from each side and the 
use of only one structured principle, the 
post and lintel, all combined to give this 
building a simple and impressive dignity.” 
— The Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. II,
p. 281.

Gifted with the unique faculty of ac­
cumulating knowledge, man has made 
great strides in architecture. With the ad­
vent of the industrial revolution, new ma­
terials became available. The development 
of Portland cement in 1824 and subsequent 
invention of processes for producing re­
liable mild steel have added extra fields 
for the imagination of the architect. Ur­
ban civilization, with its demands for 
more and more housing in a smaller area, 
has produced added challenge.

Modern Eye-Catchers
Buildings that reach for the sky are 

again in vogue. The first skyscraper, all of 
ten stories high, was completed in 1885 
in Chicago. Its architect had developed 
what is known as the skeleton framework, 
that is, the support of walls and floor by 
the frame. But walls were still too heavy. 
Then came the daring design to clothe the 
steel frame of the building with new func­

tional and lighter forms, using fixed glass 
panes.

In 1931 the world’s tallest building was 
completed—the 102-story Empire State 
Building in New York city. It cost about 
$41,000,000. Built in less than two years, 
it reaches, with its radio-TV tower, 1,472 
feet into the sky. From its observatory 
one can see a distance of eighty miles. 
Nevertheless, it is soon due to be dwarfed 
by the new World Trade Center in New 
York’s lower Manhattan, which is to have 
two 110-story aluminum-sheathed towers.

No longer does the architect think only 
in terms of square or rectangular build­
ings. From the huge garden of technology 
he can pick the flower he likes best—pre­
cast concrete beams that span 100 feet; 
large, solid-glass panes; roofs of plastic 
foam or of other material that can fold 
like an accordion; cable-hung roofs 420 
feet across. Nor is the end yet. Says ar­
chitect Marcel Breuer: “You can sculpt 
concrete, you can mold it, chisel it, in­
crease the vocabulary of architectural ex­
pression.” So a building can take almost 
any form its architect is capable of con­
ceiving.

The Alcoa Building in San Francisco, for 
instance, presents a new look, with its 
crisscross beams firmly bracing it against 
probable earthquakes. Somewhat like it, 
but dramatically tapered, the 100-story 
John Hancock building in Chicago with 
its giant girders defies the howling winter 
winds. The serpentine Copan Building in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, offers the occupants of 
its thirty-two stories a large share of the 
desirable sunshine.

The large oval Italia Building, in Sao 
Paulo’s center, considered the largest re- 
inforced-concrete structure in the world, 
provides working space in its forty-five 
stories for 8,000 to 10,000 people. It can 
also handle an additional 25,000 visitors.
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An impressive panorama of Sao Paulo city 
can be enjoyed from its top.

Rio de Janeiro’s Ministry of Education 
building, completed in 1943, represented, 
for its time, an unheard-of marriage of 
concrete and glass. Its main tower build­
ing is flanked on 
one side by a low 
auditorium, on the 
other by an exhibi­
tion hall. Its tropi­
cal garden adds to 
its attractiveness.
Like the later U.N. 
building in New 
York city, it dis­
plays the influence of Le Corbusier, the 
well-known Swiss architect.

Brasilia—City with the New Look
The capital of Brazil, located deep in the 

interior, has opened up new vistas of ar­
chitectural beauty. When judging the win­
ning master plan of the city, drawn by 
Lucio Costa, architect Sir William Hol- 
ford optimistically said the result would 
be “ a city with solutions, not problems, 
built in.” The city does not have a single 
grade crossing. In a setting of flat coun­
try, its tall buildings, like the pyramids, 
provide a harmonious contrast. The resi­
dential superblocks come complete with 
schools, stores and amusement facilities.

The main government buildings com­
bine slender concrete and abundant glass. 
Its columns have become the symbol of the 
city. French Culture Minister Andre Mal- 
raux called the columns of the Dawn Pal­
ace “the most important architectural ele­
ment since the Greek columns.” These 
unique columns are arranged differently in 
each palace. In the Dawn Palace they give 
the impression of sails blown by the wind. 
In the three-story Supreme Court building 
they touch the roof from the sides, while

in the four-story Planalt Palace they are 
placed in front, giving the appearance of 
pillars.

In the strikingly beautiful Arcos Palace 
(popularly called Itamaraty) the arched 
columns dive deeply into a surrounding 

pool, in which swans 
dally gracefully. In 
contrast with the 
box-shaped palaces, 
th e  L e g is la t iv e  
building has a rec­
tangular structure, 
som ewhat under­
ground. What catch­
es the eye at its top 

is the dome-shaped Senate and bowl-shaped 
House of Representatives, with their twin 
28-story glass-concrete skyscrapers for of­
fices. The whole complex makes up the 
Plaza of the Three Powers.

Beauty and Utility
The architectural field is truly becom­

ing like a garden with its variety of flow­
ers and shrubs. Imagination coupled with 
the growing diversity of building forms 
and materials gives greater scope to the ar­
chitect. No longer confined to the simpler 
elements, he can envision and design and 
execute works in concrete, glass, steel that 
feature graceful curves, slender columns, 
canopies and other eye-pleasing impres­
sions.

Man’s sense of the artistic is unique 
among fleshly creatures. It is the gift of 
his Creator that enables him to fashion 
things, large and small, things of beauty 
and things of utility. Indeed, as man looks 
around upon the myriad masterpieces of 
the Creator he has an unfailing source of 
inspiration. The closer his reproductions 
approximate the originals of creation, the 
more pleasurably eye-catching will be his 
works.

•  The Dangers of .

•  (s Your Doctor Afraid of You?

•  Pesticides— Blessing or Curse?

— In the next issue.
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FINDING THOSE HUNGERING AND THIRSTING FOR TRUTH
OES Jehovah God ignore the petitions 
of persons who, although uninformed 
about his will, nevertheless, seek to know 

it and do it? No, for God lovingly brings his 
servants into contact with these sincere ones. 
Consider this experience from one of Jeho­
vah's witnesses in Iowa:

“Last March a series of unusual happenings 
occurred to me by which I found a person who 
was sincerely seeking to know the truth of 
God’s Word. After leaving the home of an 
elderly Witness whom I had just visited, I 
began to walk to the home of another Witness 
several blocks away.

“I suddenly remembered that there was a 
greenhouse just two blocks out of the way and 
that I should go there to arrange to have a 
new basket of flowers made for the stage in 
our Kingdom Hall.

“A  young woman waited on me and asked 
where the flowers were to be sent. I told 
her to the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s W it­
nesses. She asked me if I was the minister 
there and when I replied Yes, she asked me 
if I had a few minutes to talk to her. In the 
conversation that followed, she asked many 
questions on a variety of topics. She men­
tioned that she had always wanted to be a 
missionary. I explained that she could be one 
and gave her some details about our work. 
Not wanting to take up too much of her 
time, I concluded, saying, ‘You know, what 
you need is a Bible study.’

“She replied, ‘Yes, I do.’ I  made arrange­
ments for my wife and me to study the Bible 
with her in her home. She was regular in her 
studies and by May she was attending all 
the meetings of Jehovah’s witnesses. Soon 
after, she was sharing what she learned with 
others by going out in the house-to-house 
ministry.

“W hat she told me later made me thankful 
that I responded to the original desire to go 
to the greenhouse that morning. She said that 
she had been praying repeatedly to God that 
if he would show her the right way she prom­

ised that she would do it, whatever it was. 
Evidently, Jehovah did his part, and now she 
is keeping her promise to do his will.”

Another Witness in Iowa had this experi­
ence: “One day my daughter and I were 
preaching, and in two large blocks we found 
only one person at home. Then a young wom­
an came walking down the street. She was 
on her way to meet some children coming out 
of school. I offered her the latest magazines, 
and she said that she would like to have them 
but she had no money with her. I gave her 
the magazines, took her address and promised 
to call at her home later to discuss them with 
her.

“When I called, she told me that she was 
severely depressed and was even contem­
plating suicide. She had spoken to various 
clergymen about her problems, but they were 
all too busy to talk with her. Even her pleas 
of how desperately she needed help went un­
heeded. I arranged to study the Bible with 
her, and as we did so I learned that she and 
her husband had studied with different reli­
gious groups. None had answered her ques­
tions from the Bible.

“Now that she was learning things from 
the Bible, she wanted her husband to learn 
too. Arrangements were made to visit with 
him, and after thirty minutes of discussion he 
exclaimed, ‘You know something? This is 
the truth.’ W e began a family study with 
them. In time they began attending all the 
meetings at the Kingdom Hall, even though 
it meant driving fifty miles for each meeting.

“Later I found out that for some unex­
plained reason the wife had left home thirty 
minutes earlier than usual the day we hap­
pened to meet her on the street. She said that 
she often prayed for the answer to her prob­
lems. Now Jehovah has shown her and her 
family his solution to them all.”

Truly Jehovah does not ignore the cries of 
those hungering and thirsting for the truth. 
He sees to it that they are led into the “tracks 
of righteousness.”— Ps. 23:3.

Fresh Water
Of the world’s supply of fresh water, more than 97 percent is beneath 

the surface of the earth. That is thirty-seven times the amount of water 
in lakes and rivers.
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BICVfmVG-Walking on Wheels

DID you ever hear of Mile-a- 
Minute Murphy? Back in 

1899 he gained his title by cy­
cling one mile in 57 4/5 seconds 
behind a railroad train. He had 
persuaded the Long Island Rail­
road Company to build him a 
board track, fifty inches wide 
and two and a half miles long, 
between the rails. At that time 
bicycling was the favorite sport 
of millions around the world, 
and the bicycle was at the ze­
nith of its popularity.

The bicycle is actually man’s 
fastest mode of travel under his 
own power, and in many lands 
people still view it as a cheap 
and dependable mode of trans­
portation. Young people are 
asking for a bicycle to ride 
from the time they have mas­
tered walking. I can recall how 
my father and mother cashed 
in two insurance policies just 
to get the funds for supplying 
me and my b ro th e r  w ith  
“bikes.” Soon we were main­
taining paper routes several 
miles long—som ething that 
would have been difficult to do 
without this means of trans-

By "Awake!”  correspondent in the Dominican Republic

portation. We cycled to and from school, went on 
errands, and so got plenty of healthful exercise. For 
years Dad cycled to and from the windmill manufac­
turing plant where he was employed.

Today in some lands the bicycle is looked upon as 
a toy. It has been displaced by the motorcycle and the 
automobile. Forgotten is the fact that the humble 
“bike” has exerted a powerful influence on the course 
of history—particularly in the Americas. By starting 
the movement toward hard, smooth roads it paved 
the way for the advent of the automobile. In fact, one 
writer has claimed that “both physically and psycho­
logically, it was the true parent of the motor car.”

Some Bicycle History
Back in 1860 the bicycle was known as the “bone­

shaker.” You can well imagine why, what with its iron 
tires and the rough, cobblestone streets of those times. 
A few years later came a highwheeler, in Britain 
sometimes called the penny-farthing. This model was 
intended for the more adventurous cyclist, the one 
interested in speed. It had a large front wheel, some 
fifty-two inches in diameter, equipped with pedals, 
and a tiny wheel behind. On a smooth surface the 
cyclist with this machine could go almost as fast as a 
horseman. Stopping was a problem, however. And, 
since it was a drop of some five feet to the ground, 
many a bone was broken in the attempt to get off 
these contraptions.

The year 1880 marked a big step forward: chains 
for driving the back wheel were introduced, and these 
could be geared any way desired to achieve speed or 
power. Prior to this, awkward levers had been used 
to drive the big wheels. In the following ten years 
came other helpful developments: rubber tires, ball 
bearings, coaster brakes and handlebars made their 
debut. Each one helped to build up the bicycle’s pop­
ularity.

The “safety” bicycle made its appearance in 1890.
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With its two wheels of the same size it was 
essentially the machine that is common 
today. Americans give credit for its design 
to the Pope Manufacturing Company of 
Hartford, Connecticut. However, som e­
thing very like it appeared simultaneously 
in England and France. In any event, the 
Connecticut concern, applying the inter­
changeable parts system, swiftly took the 
lead in production, and soon American 
machines were being exported to all parts 
of the world.

By the year 1896 some 4,000,000 people 
in the United States were riding bicycles. 
Over a million machines were produced in 
312 factories in a single year. The Ameri­
can bicycle industry obtained a strong foot­
hold in Britain for a time, largely due to 
the fact that British manufacturers could 
not keep up with the tremendous demand. 
The advent of the automobile, however, 
had a more immediate effect on bicycle 
riding in the United States than in Britain 
or on the European continent. Cars be­
came popular and were priced low enough 
for the average family, so the bicycles were 
largely left to the children.

Nevertheless, more than 24,000,000 peo­
ple in the United States own bicycles. In 
Denmark, about one of every two persons 
is the owner of a bicycle, and it is still the 
common means of transportation in nu­
merous countries where the automobile is 
viewed as a luxury, beyond the reach of 
the workingman. Throughout Europe, in 
Central America, in Indonesia, Japan and 
North Africa, bicyclists can be seen in 
droves.

Here in the Dominican Republic the 
bicycle becomes the mobile place of busi­
ness for all kinds of salesmen. Some are 
equipped with a block of ice and bottles 
of colored syrup. The vendor can be seen 
everywhere there are crowds, offering 
cones of shaved ice with the syrup of one’s

choice poured on top. Others sell fruits, 
vegetables and other eatables from their 
“bikes.” Scissors and knives are sharpened 
on other modified bicycles. Quite often 
one will see a bicycle with a special rack 
mounted on the back for transporting 
cleaned suits and trousers to those who 
sent them to the cleaners.

Healthful Transportation
The bicycle certainly has its appeal to 

lovers of the outdoors and those inter­
ested in health. It is a means of getting 
out on your own into the freedom of the 
countryside. It has the advantages of walk­
ing exercises, and still gets you to distant 
places much faster. It offers an excellent 
way of offsetting the harmful effects of a 
sedentary life. Tourist organizations ca­
tering to this kind of travel have arranged 
for hostels to be set up along main routes 
every ten or fifteen miles.

The bicycle is also a useful instrument 
as an aid in getting the good news of God’s 
kingdom spread to people in remote areas, 
even where good roads are not available. 
All the cyclist needs is a beaten footpath. 
And as to upkeep and storage, a hallway 
or a space under the stairs and a rag with 
some fine oil will do. So, one does not have 
to wait until he can afford an automobile 
in order to get out into remote places with 
the message that can bring people com­
fort and hope from God’s promises.

Not only is bicycling a good way of get­
ting around, free of the worry of engine 
breakdowns. Its pace is slow enough to 
allow for the feasting of one’s eyes on the 
passing scene, rejoicing in the marvels of 
God’s creation around one. The wind blow­
ing in one’s face, the flush from effort 
needed to climb a hill, the silence and the 
sense of freedom all add to the overall 
healthful effects from “walking on wheels.”
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46\V7’HO is a Jew?” is a question that 
W  in recent months has been made 

prominent in the public press. From what 
has been published one thing is certain, 
and that is that neither the Jews in Israel 
nor the Jews scattered abroad are agreed 
on who is a Jew.

What started all the heated discussion 
was a verdict by the Israeli Supreme 
Court. In a 5-to-4 decision it held, in ef­
fect, that anyone was a Jew who claimed 
to be a Jew, even though he was an atheist 
and not born of a Jewish mother. However, 
Orthodox Jewry maintains that Jewish re­
ligion and nationality are inseparable. Be­
cause of the uproar that this verdict creat­
ed in Israel a proposition was placed before 
the Knesset, the Israeli parliament, that 
the definition of Jewishness in the Hala- 
kah, the body of Jewish religious law, be 
henceforth declared the only legal one. The 
Halakah defines a Jew as one born of a 
Jewish mother or a convert to Judaism. 
This was made law on March 10,1970.

However, “the Government will give 
non-Jewish members of families coming 
in under the Law of the Return the privi­
leges of the Jewish immigrant, including 
social and economic benefits as well as the 
right to automatic citizenship. But not be­
ing Jews under the proposed definition, 
they would not be able to marry or be di­
vorced, matters that come under religious 
authority.” So reports the New York 
Times, February 2, 1970, in an article en- 
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titled “Split on Defining ‘Jew’ Grows in 
Israel.”

Why many in Israel are opposed to the 
government’s ruling is apparent from the 
experience of a woman who came to Israel 
from Eastern Europe. Born in a Jewish 
household but of a non-Jewish mother, she 
had suffered for years in a Nazi concen­
tration camp as a Jewess. Now in Israel 
she is denied the right to marriage and 
divorce because she did not have a Jewish 
mother nor did she convert to Judaism. 
She said she intended to leave Israel, for, 
says she, “I would rather be a Jew abroad 
than a Gentile in Israel!”

Even as the Jews in Israel are divided 
over this question, so are Jews in other 
lands. America’s largest Orthodox rabbinic 
body condemned the position taken by the 
Israeli Supreme Court. According to them, 
“without religious cohesiveness, the uni­
fying bond of Jewish peoplehood will be 
diluted irreparably.”

But bodies of American Reform Juda­
ism* asked the Israeli government to re­
sist the popular clamor for a change in 
the ruling of the Supreme Court. To make 
the Orthodox view of who is a Jew the 
law of the land, they argued, “would ex­
clude tens of thousands of loyal American 
Jews, active in Jewish life, who have been 
converted by non-Orthodox rabbis or 
whose mothers were so converted.”—New 
York Times, January 29, 1970.

Since neither the Jews in Israel nor the 
Jews outside of Israel can agree on who 
is a Jew, where can we find a satisfactory 
answer? In the Word of God, the Bible, 
which contains the early history of the 
Jews. It tells us first of all that Abraham 
was a Hebrew. (Gen. 14:13) All the de­
scendants of his son Isaac also came to be

* The Jews in the United States are divided into 
three main groupings: The Orthodox (and the ultra- 
Orthodox, such as the Hasidim), the Reform Jews, who 
do not accept the inspiration of the Bible, and the 
Conservatives, who are halfway between the two 
extremes.
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"known as Hebrews. Those who sprang 
from the family of Jacob or Israel, Abra­
ham’s grandson, were also known as Is­
raelites. Where does the name “Jew” come 
in?—Gen. 32:28; Ex. 9:7.

The term Jew comes from the name of 
Jacob’s fourth son, Judah, and at first ap­
plied only to his family and descendants. 
The first one to use the term “Jews” was 
the writer of Second Kings (16:6; 18:26, 
28; 25:25). That the two terms, Hebrew 
and Jew, were considered synonymous as 
early as the seventh century B.C.E. is ap­
parent from Jeremiah 34:9, where we 
read: “Let each one his manservant and 
each one his maidservant, Hebrew man 
and Hebrew woman, go free, in order not 
to use them as servants, that is, a Jew, 
who is his brother.”

After the exile to Babylon the term Jew 
was applied to those Hebrews who re­
turned from there. (Ezra 4:12) Still later, 
the term was used to distinguish Hebrews 
from Gentiles in all parts of the Medo- 
Persian Empire. (Esther 3:6, 13) Gentiles 
who converted to Judaism were also called 
Jews, although it appears that generally 
in the Hebrew Scriptures the term “alien 
resident” describes such converts. In the 
Christian Greek Scriptures converts to the 
Jewish religion are distinguished by the 
term “proselytes.”—Esther 8:17; Num. 9: 
14; Acts 2:10.

Additionally, in the Christian Greek 
Scriptures the term Jew at times takes on 
a symbolic or spiritual significance. Are 
there Jews, spiritually speaking? Yes, even 
as the apostle Paul tells at Romans 2:28, 
29: “For he is not a Jew who is one on 
the outside, nor is circumcision that which 
is on the outside upon the flesh. But he is 
a Jew who is one on the inside, and his 
circumcision is that of the heart by spirit, 
and not by a written code. The praise of 
that one comes, not from men, but from

God.” Here the apostle might be said to be 
making a play on the meaning of the name 
Jew, which means “praise.” Paul was here 
saying that one who serves Jehovah God 
from the heart is a real Jew. And by a 
play on words he shows that such a one 
also receives praise from God.

Supporting this position is the point he 
makes at Romans, chapter 4. There he 
shows that Abraham is the father of all 
those exercising faith like that of Abra­
ham, and such are therefore spiritual Jews. 
Similarly, at Galatians 3:29 he states that 
all who belong to Christ, who are mem­
bers of his body, anointed by God’s holy 
spirit, are in fact Abraham’s seed and 
therefore also Jews, that is, spiritual Jews.

Further supporting this position that 
true Christians are spiritual Jews is the 
prophecy at Jeremiah 31:31, where Jeho­
vah God foretold that he would make a 
new covenant with the houses of Israel and 
Judah. Jesus showed that this new cove­
nant was made with his followers. (Matt. 
26:27, 28) And the apostle Paul repeatedly 
shows that the new covenant applies to 
Christians. Jesus Christ is “ the mediator 
of a new covenant,” and his followers are 
“ministers of a new covenant.”—Heb. 12: 
24; 2 Cor. 3:6.

Well, then, who really is a Jew within 
the meaning of the foregoing scriptures, 
and particularly the words of the apostle 
Paul? Does it make any difference? It 
surely does, for God’s Word condemns 
those “who say they are Jews, and yet 
they are not but are lying.” (Rev. 3:9) 
How can we tell who is a Jew? By noting 
the meaning of the term Jew. And what 
is that? “Praise.” So it can be confidently 
stated that the real Jews, within the mean­
ing of the Christian Greek Scriptures, are 
those who both praise Jehovah God and 
who receive praise from him. Such prais- 
ers are also witnesses to his name and 
kingdom.
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Dope at “Singles Party”
<$> At a “swinging singles” 
party in Los Angeles, Cali­
fornia, twenty-seven persons 
who were eating potato chips 
and corn chips were sent on 
hallucinogenic trips. They were 
rushed to the hospital for 
treatment. The chips were in­
dividually laced with LSD, the 
sheriff’s office said on April 6. 
Laboratory tests showed that 
each of the chips had been 
impregnated with /the liquid 
form of the drug. About a 
dozen others at the party who 
appeared to be ill refused 
treatment. None were aware 
that the chips had been sea­
soned with LSD. Authorities 
stated that a man with a his­
tory of heart trouble fell into 
a coma, but was reported later 
to be in satisfactory condition. 
Parties can be dangerous.

More Die on Everest
<$> Mountain climbing is at best 
a treacherous business. Climb­
ing the highest of them all, 
Mount Everest, which reaches 
29,028 feet into the sky, is a 
most difficult task. Twenty-one 
persons are known to have 
been killed in attempts to con­
quer it. Recently a Japanese 
team set out to scale the peak 
to perform a new feat, that 
is, to ski down one of the 
slopes. But at an altitude of 
18,860 feet, six Sherpas guiding 
the Japanese expedition were 
killed by a huge block of ice
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that knocked them into a cre­
vasse.

Personal Air Pollution
<$> Air pollution resulting from 
industrial and motor’wastes is 
hazardous to health. But per­
sonal air pollution resulting 
from tobacco smoking is even 
more dangerous to health. The 
use of tobacco has been de­
clared by the surgeon general 
of the Public Health Service 
the greatest public health haz­
ard, responsible for 360,000 
deaths in the United States in 
1965. The surgeon general also 
stated that in 1965 there were
77.000. 000 man-days lost from  
work because of time taken 
off to smoke, an additional
88.000. 000 man-days lost from 
work because of sickness 
caused by tobacco, and an ad­
ditional 310,000,000 man-days 
of partial disability because of 
tobacco. The financial loss of 
this alone, disregarding the
360,000 who died, is estimated 
to be over $19,000,000,000!

Feeling the Reader Pinch
<̂> Declining interest in reli­
gion and religious institutions 
is acutely affecting the re­
ligious press in the United 
States. For example, the New 
World, official newspaper of 
the Roman Catholic Archdio­
cese of Chicago, lost more 
than 67,000 subscriptions last 
year. The Catholic Press As­
sociation and Our Sunday

Visitor, Catholic publications, 
also show significant de­
creases. A  recent survey of 
ten major denominational pe­
riodicals indicates that all but 
one of the magazines suffered 
circulation losses last year. 
Clergyman Alfred P. Klausler, 
executive director of the as­
sociated Church Press, stated: 
“There is a general revolt to­
day against the establish­
ment, including the institution­
al church.”

Significantly, the publica­
tions of Jehovah’s witnesses 
have greatly increased in cir­
culation. Comparative ten-year 
figures show the following: 
The Watchtower May 1, 1960,
3.800.000 copies published in 56 
languages; The Watchtower 
May 1, 1970, 6,200,000 copies 
published in 73 languages. 
Awake! April 22,1960, 3,075,000 
copies published in 21 lan­
guages. Awake! April 22, 1970,
6.150.000 copies published in 26 
languages.

Safest in Sweden 
<$> The World Health Organi­
zation, a United Nations agen­
cy, stated that Sweden is the 
safest place in the world to 
have a baby. The figures re­
leased by the agency showed 
that in 1966 the maternal death 
rate in Sweden dropped to 11.3 
in 100,000 live births; in 1953 
the rate was 69 in 100,000. The 
report reveals that the United 
States is tenth, with 29.1 deaths 
in 100,000 live births.

“Collapse of the Church”
<§> The Roman Catholic Church 
is confronted with a crisis un­
precedented in centuries. Drop­
outs from the ministry are 
reaching a new high. Increased 
resignations and the decline in 
the number of seminarians in 
most countries show that the 
condition is worsening. Espe­
cially is this so in Latin Ameri­
ca, where the shortage of 
clergy was already extremely 
acute. Bishop Peter Koop of 
Brazil recently sounded this 
warning: “W e have to make 
a choice right away: either to
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multiply the number of priests, 
both celibate and married, or 
look forward to the collapse of 
the church in South America.”

Pope Warns Priests
<§> Priests and laymen who 
stray from the doctrinal paths 
of the Catholic Church were 
warned by Pope Paul of pun­
ishment. “Woe to that man by 
whom the offense cometh,” 
said the pope. The church’s 
law on celibacy should be 
obeyed, the pope told his lis­
tening audience. However, on 
the same day in Milan, Italy, 
priest Martino Grimoldi, 43, 
announced that he planned to 
marry local kindergarten nun 
Caterina Zone, 33, who played 
the organ in his church dur­
ing mass. Two days later the 
pope called the declining num­
ber of men entering the priest­
hood a critical church problem.

Married Popes
#  Historians estimate that, of 
the 262 popes designated by 
the Roman Catholic Church, 
approximately 40 were mar­
ried. Even as late as the ninth 
century a married man, Adrian 
II (867-872), ascended the papal 
throne.

Alarmed over VD
<$> Hungarian physicians are 
alarmed over a jump in ve­
nereal disease (VD) among 
teen-agers. “Group sex” is cited 
as the main cause of the in­
crease. A  published report 
stated that group activities are 
spreading like an epidemic, 
that boys and girls aged 15 
to 19 have been caught up 
by a wave of “irresponsible 
sex liberalism and formed sex 
clubs.” Venereologists say the 
number of teen-agers getting 
VD therapy in Budapest has 
doubled in the past 13 years. 
The actual increase in cases 
may be much higher, since 
many cases are not reported.

In America a national sur­
vey of private physicians has 
disclosed that, although they 
treat about 80 percent of the 
cases of venereal disease, they
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report only one in nine to 
public health officials. Syphilis 
is now on the increase in 29 
states. Gonorrhea is reported­
ly out of control. In 1967 syph­
ilis contributed to the death 
of 2,381 Americans, making it 
second only to tuberculosis 
among communicable diseases 
as a reported cause of death.

Smoking Starfish 
<§> Drug abusers on the Gold 
Coast of Australia are smoking 
the Crown of Thorns starfish. 
Parts of the starfish are be­
lieved to produce hallucina­
tions when dried and smoked.

A  Priest’s View 
<$> A 30-year-old Roman Catho­
lic priest seeking dispensation 
from the obligation of life­
long bachelorhood said: “Like 
the typical candidate for the 
priesthood, I entered the sem­
inary at the age of 14. For the 
next 12 years I was isolated 
from the world. I visited my 
home for a few weeks in the 
summer. But I was instructed 
to avoid the company of young 
women, never to be alone with 
one, never to have a date. . . . 
In what position was I to make 
a lifelong commitment, ab­
dicating the use of my sexual 
endowment in any manner 
w hatsoever? People speak 
about such young men as mak­
ing a free, deliberate, solemn 
promise. But how could we be 
said to be free when we knew 
virtually nothing about love, 
marriage, the conjugal life 
or the joys of parenthood? 
Weren’t we rather the inno­
cent victims of cradle robbing 
and brainwashing, which ren­
dered it impossible for us to 
make a free, intelligent and 
truly human decision?”

Sizable Tax Income
<$> The church tax rate in West 
Germany is fixed by the Prot­
estant and Roman Catholic 
churches, and the tax is col­
lected by the State. In 1968 
the Protestant income from 
the tax was about $465,600,000 
and that of the Catholic

Church about $355,200,000. This 
is in addition to church col­
lections, and does not include 
considerable direct grants from 
the State that are used to 
help finance the churches’ cen­
tral administration. The total 
income of these churches in 
1969 was about $1,000,000,000, 
and by 1975 it is expected to 
reach about $1,620,000,000.

Evaluating Church Tax
<%> Some people in West Ger­
many believe that the whole 
system of the church tax is 
wrong. They regard it as odd 
that you can stay in the church 
if you do not believe in God 
and if you regard the resur­
rection as a fairy tale, but 
that you are kicked out if you 
do not pay your taxes. Perhaps 
that points to where the 
churches’ heart is.

Church in Politics
<$> Jesus Christ urged his dis­
ciples not to involve themselves 
in this world’s affairs. But to­
day’s clergy are urging their 
parishioners to do the con­
trary. F. M. French, an Angli­
can priest, said the church 
“must share a great deal of 
the blame for the problems we 
now have.” If the organized 
church in Canada ever hopes 
to correct some of the social 
injustices it has fostered, he 
said, it must become politically 
active.

Schoolchildren Learn Sex
<§> Berliners were shocked to 
learn that their schoolchildren, 
ranging in age from 8 to 14, 
were encouraged by scientists 
of the city’s Free University 
to undress and enact scenes 
of sexual intercourse. The dis­
covery, made early in April, 
startled parents because they 
had not been asked for con­
sent and had, as a rule, not 
even known that their children 
attended such classes. The 
scientists declared that their 
purpose was “to emancipate 
working-class children from 
the repressive influence of
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their home education by ex­
posing social exploitation and 
sexual compulsions.'* Instead 
of freeing children from guilt 
complexes and feelings of iso­
lation, they were destroying 
them through sexual corrup­
tion.

Wealth a Public Issue 
<$> The Roman Catholic Church 
in America is pleading for 
public aid to operate its pa­
rochial schools. But the Catho­
lic church refuses to disclose 
its assets and income. This 
church wants the support of 
American taxpayers but re­
fuses to tell the taxpayers 
what money it already has. It 
is clear that this church has 
tremendous financial resources 
at its disposal, which belie its 
cry of poverty. In the book 
The Churches: Their Riches, 
Revenues and Immunities, 
Martin A. Larson and C. Stan­

ley Lowell claim that the 
wealthiest Church by far is 
the Roman Catholic. Some of 
its assets and revenues are 
estimated as follows: Reli­
giously used real estate, $54,- 
000,000,000; passive income 
(stocks and bonds), $650,000,- 
000; active business income, 
$1,200,000,000; grants from  
government, $4,500,000,000, for 
a total of about $60,000,000,000. 
Add to this the donations of 
the faithful, which run about 
$5,000,000,000 annually, and at 
least $1,500,000,000 more from 
gambling, wills and legacies, 
and community funds. Here 
are assets and revenues exceed­
ing $66,850,000,000. Catholic 
priest Richard Ginder stated 
that the Catholic Church must 
be the biggest corporation in 
the United States; that their 
assets and real estate holdings 
must exceed those of Standard 
Oil, A.T.&T. and U.S. Steel

combined; and that their ros­
ter of dues-paying members 
must be second only to the 
rolls of the United States 
government. It is this organi­
zation that is pleading that 
the American taxpayer pay its 
bills.

Pollution and Religion
<$> Ted Noffs, pastor of the 
King's Cross Wayside Chapel 
in Sydney, Australia, said the 
one thing saving organized re­
ligion from extinction in the 
United States at present was 
the pollution issue. The pollu­
tion issue, he said, its im­
mediacy and urgency, was dis­
placing the attention of youth 
from confrontation with the 
church institution. If the pol­
lution problem were solved and 
the Vietnam W ar ended to­
morrow, the church as it is 
known would disappear al­
most immediately, declared the 
cleric.

The Best in Music
New records and record albums appear on the 
market daily, to suit every taste and fancy. But 
if you like music that has spiritual value, that 
warms and stimulates yet calms the mind and 
soothes the nerves, you will truly value the rec­
ords “Singing and Accompanying Yourselves with 
Music in Your Hearts.” This set of ten long- 
playing monaural records (12-inch, 334 rpm) 
consists of instrumental music, 119 selections, ex­
cept record P-10, which contains some songs on 
one side by a choral group. Send for your set 
today. Only $8.50.

W A T C H T O W E R 1 1 7 A D A M S  ST. B R O O K L Y N ,  N.Y.  1 1 2 0 1

Please send me the ten-record set of monaural 12-inch vinyl long-playing records “ Singing and 
Accompanying Yourselves with Music in Your Hearts.” I am enclosing $8.50.

Street and Number 
or Route and BoxName ......

City ........

MAY 22, 1910
State Zip Code
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Is Evolution 
an Established Fact?
This is the challenging title of 
Chapter 1 and the thought-provok­
ing frontispiece of the fascinating 
book Did Man Get Here Evolu­
tion or by Creation?
Had you ever thought there might 
be two sides to the question of the 
origin of man? To many persons 
the process of evolutionary devel­
opment of mankind is accepted 
fact. So much so that many edu­
cators immediately dismiss any 
contradiction as “impossible” or, at 
least, as “ theoretical” or “unprov- 
able.” But, really, how “provable” 
is biological evolution?
On the one hand evolution is de­
clared to be a fact, but on the other 
it is acknowledged by leading expo­
nents that the process is “far from 
completely known,”  the causes 
“only dimly discerned,” the diffi­
culties “staggering.” Be armed with 
accurate knowledge. Read both 
sides of the challenging question:

Did Man Get Here 
by Evolution 

or by Creation?
Send only 25c

W A T C H T O W E R  1 1 7  A D A M S  ST.  B R O O K L Y N ,  N .Y . 1 12 01
Please send me the hardbound, pocket-size book of 192 pages, Did Man Get Here by Evolution or 

by Creation f I am enclosing 25c.
Street and Number

Name ....................................................................................  or Route and Box ......... ................................................

City ...................................................................................... State......................................  Zip Code .........................

In: A U S T R A L IA : 11 Beresford Rd., Strathfleld, N.S.W. E N G L A N D : The Ridgeway, London N .W . 7. 
C A N A D A : 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 390, Ont. SO. A FR IC A : Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsfontein, Transvaal.
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