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"A GoodWord for the Witnesses"

HE preaching activity of Jehovah's

witnesses is growing very rapidly. This
has required a large expansion of facilities
at their international headquarters in
Brooklyn, New York.

The expansion is arousing much com-
ment in the community”™ even prompting
a sermon at the Plymouth Church (Con-
gregational) , located just two blocks away.
More than a century ago, the church’s first
minister, Henry Ward Beecher, lived on
property that is now part of the Watch-
tower Society’s headquarters complex.

The sermon was delivered by Dr. Harry
H. Kruener and was entitled “A Good
Word for the Witnesses.” At the outset
he declared: “1 have to say that they are
wrong, wrong in so many of the beliefs
I count essential to true religion.”

However, he then commented: “But I
can still secretly admire them and this is
my theme of the morning.” He said:

“l admire the Witnesses for talking about
their religion.. .. We [in his church] indulge
in a conspiracy of silence. Religion is the one
thing we never talk about. . . .

“l1 know I myself seldom mention I am a
minister because it tends to put an awful
damper on the conversation. . . . The other
day | saw a bulletin board outside a church
which caught my eye. It read: ‘If you were
on trial for being a Christian would they
have enough evidence to convict you?’' . ..

“Most of us have seen to it that there
would be mighty little they could pin on us.
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The Witnesses give evidence, verbal evidence,
every day of their faith. They speak out.”

What does the Bible say that true
Christians should do? The apostle Paul
stated: “With the heart one exercises faith
for righteousness, but with the mouth one
makes public declaration for salvation.”
(Rom. 10:10) And Jesus Christ foretold
of our day: “This good news of the king-
dom will be preached in all the inhabited
earth for a witness to all the nations; and
then the end will come.” (Matt 24:14)
If you belong to a church, are the mem-
bers of your church doing this?

What about Jehovah’'s witnesses? Last
year, 1,336,112 of them were actively
preaching in 203 lands, devoting over 239
million hours to this work free of charge.
These are all Bible teachers who talk to
others about God and his purposes. They
conduct Bible studies with interested per-
sons in their homes. Last year alone more
than 120,000 new Bible teachers were bap-
tized and joined their ranks.

Dr. Kruener went on to comment on
another point, saying:

“l admire the Witnesses for the interracial
quality of their fellowship. . . . They have
found their ‘equality in the Lord,” which
is what many of our churches, over a hun-
dred or more years, have not been able to

do. They [Jehovah’s witnesses] are color-
blind. They are brothers. . . .
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“They have a fellowship, a brotherhood,
we might well envy. They accept each other,
black and white, rich and poor, as human
beings.”

Is that important to true Christianity?
Jesus said: “By this all will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love among
yourselves.,, (John 13:35) And the apos-
tle Peter said: “God is not partial, but in
every nation the man that fears him and
works righteousness is acceptable to him.”
(Acts 10:34, 35) What is your church, if
you belong to one, producing in this re-
gard?

In hifc sermon, the minister noted this
additional point:

“l admire their discipline. They not only
talk about their religion, not only support it,
not only are amazingly brotherly; they train
themselves, they keep themselves in trim, to
be Witnesses. They study the Scriptures, . ..
They even seem to me to jog to their meet-
ings. By contrast, the Catholics step along
trying to make early Mass, and the Prot-
estants saunter, usually looking at the trees
and the flowers in our patio as they pass.
But the Witnesses, they march. I might say
that they are the ‘happy joggers’ in the army
of the Lord.”

The disciplined “joggers” of the first cen-
tury—who were they? They were those
who had the true religion, the followers
of Jesus. They were not the scribes, the
Pharisees, or their followers. Are the mem-
bers of your church being disciplined,
trained, actively engaged in Bible study
and service to God?

Gn a point of disagreement, Dr. Krue-
ner claimed that the message of Jehovah's
witnesses is one of “a heartless God.”
However, those who have studied the Bible
with Jehovah's witnesses know that they
highlight the fact that “God is love.”
(1 John 4:8) Read this for yourself in
their widely distributed Bible-study aid
TheTruth That Leads to Eternal Life. See
how it highlights the blessings of God's
kingdom, under which God will create a
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paradisaic new order on earth. In that new
order God “will wipe out every tear from
their eyes, and death will be no more, nei-
ther will mourning nor outcry nor pain
be any more.”—Rev. 21:4.

The minister also declared that Jeho-
vah's witnesses “get hung up on the end
of the world, the apocalyptic sections of
Scripture, which are barely ten percent of
the total.” He said: “To them God is a
bloody avenger on the day of Armageddon
and this is a denial | believe of all that
Jesus came to teach.”

But Jesus himself took the lead in teach-
ing about the end of this wicked system
of things! You can read this at Matthew
chapter 24, Luke chapter 21 and Mark
chapter 13. And ‘Armageddon,” mentioned
at Revelation 16:14-16, is described in
many Bible passages, such as Revelation
19:11-21. Yes, the Bible clearly teaches
that “the world is passing away and so is
its desire, but he that does the will of God
remains forever.”—1 John 2:17.

Is such “apocalyptic” teaching unimpor-
tant because it is only “ten percent of the
total” ? Jesus did not think so. Neither did
the Bible writers. Indeed, if the last 10
percent of a bridge was washed out, would
you still drive on it if someone called this
fact to your attention? The Bible shows
that these are the “last days” of this wick-
ed system, that it is nearing its finish.
(2 Tim. 3:1-5) The greatest service any-
body can now perform is to call this to
your attention, because your eternal wel-
fare is involved.—Ezek. 3:18-21.

Jesus, likening men of religious systems
to trees, declared: “Every good tree pro-
duces fine fruit, but every rotten tree pro-
duces worthless fruit.” He then warned:
“Every tree not producing fine fruit gets
cut down and thrown into the fire.” (Matt.
7:16-19) Examine the religious ‘trees’ with
which you associate. Are they producing
the kind of fruit God requires?
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ICTURE in your mind the home of a
teen-age bride-to-be. Yes, there is plen-
ty of excitement and concern. The par-
ents, while concerned about the cost, work
hard to make the eventful day a success.
The girl may be, by turns, depressed and
exhilarated. She knows that a big change
in her life is at hand. But does she really
know how big the change is going to be?
And then there is the young man. He,
too, is a teen-ager, and also excited about
the big day. Plans have been made to set
up a new household soon after the wed-
ding. But at this point all attention is fas-
tened on the wedding day. Both boy and
girl have attended weddings and have been
caught up in the thrill and glamour of such
occasions. They can already see the wed-
ding guests crowding around offering con-
gratulations and bringing gifts.

But are these two young people ready
for the big step? Do they really know each
other? Speaking of those early days of
teen-age love, one authority declares:
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“Each partner forms in the

beginning an idealized pic-

ture of the other. If mar-

riage occurs during the first

glow of enthusiasm, both are

likely to have a rude awak-

ening later on.” How can

they be sure that theirs is not merely
juvenile infatuation that could wear thin
in a few months’ time?

Perhaps you are a teen-ager, and you
have not yet committed yourself to mar-
riage. You may be contemplating it,
though. How wise you are if you face the
facts now, refraining from rushing into
marriage without due preparation or pre-
adjustment! Married life can bring joy,
peace, an atmosphere of stability and con-
tentment. But there are failures, too. And
you want to avoid that.

Food for Thought

What is it that makes thoughtful, ad-
vance consideration of all the pitfalls in
marriage desirable? It is the fact that one
is entering into a permanent partnership
when one enters the bonds of Christian
marriage. Before God there can be no ex-
cusing the breaking of those bonds for
anything short of marital unfaithfulness on
the part of one of the mates. ‘Till death
do us part’ is the solemn vow that mar-
riage partners make.—Matt. 5:31, 32.

So the glamour of the wedding day
should not divert one’s mind from the vital
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questions that concern those days, months
and years that lie beyond the marriage
ceremony. Each one contemplating mar-
riage should ask very soberly, Am | ade-
quately equipped for this new role in life,
ready to discharge its responsibilities?
Young unmarried people can surely note
what parents have to do. They can observe
that a husband supports his household fi-
nancially and that he cares for mainte-
nance of equipment in the house. They can
see that the role of the wife is that of
homemaker—cooking, cleaning, mending
and caring for the children. But what can
they do to prepare themselves?

If a young man does not know a trade
or does not have a job that is adequate
to care for himself and his wife-to-be, and
perhaps a child before long, can it be said
that he is well prepared for marriage?
Also, has he worked with his father in
caring for practical things around the
house? A young woman, too, needs to
share in all the household duties with her
mother, becoming proficient and always
having in mind the excellent qualities of
a “capable wife” outlined in the Bible book
of Proverbs, chapter 31. Has she really
done these things? Successful marriage is
not a prolonged honeymoon. Rather, itis a
settled, deeply satisfying partnership, with
each one contributing generously toward
the success of the undertaking.

Religion is a vital consideration when it
comes to preparing for a successful mar-
riage. Unless the partners in the marriage
can see eye to eye on the subject of God's
requirements for his worshipers, how can
they expect success? How can they col-
laborate to teach their children what is
right and true? The Bible wisely counsels:
“Do not become unevenly yoked with un-
believers,” that is, those who do not ac-
cept the truth of the Bible teachings that
you rely on as a guide in life.—2 Cor. 6:
14, 15.
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It is not enough that one of the pro-
spective mates tolerates the religious views
of the other. No, because issues may arise
that can shatter such toleration—the mat-
ter of who has the deciding voice on vital
questions affecting the family, for exam-
ple. Can the girl see in the young man she
plans to marry someone she can accept as
her “head,” someone for whom she will
always have “deep respect”? (Eph. 5:23,
33) Does the man see in his prospective
wife one who will always be submissive,
not a competitor for the place of leader-
ship in the household?—1 Pet. 3:1.

Many are the disillusionments of pre-
mature marriage. According to some au-
thorities in the field of marriage counsel-
ing, “two out of three teen-age marriages
end on the rocks.” Too late, young mates
find that theirs was purely a childish in-
fatuation. Too late, they find themselves
mismatched. Too late, they wish they had
looked beyond the wedding day and pre-
pared themselves for the roles of hus-
band and wife. Their passions led them
into rash action.

What About the Sex Drive?

Yet it is often believed that the sex
drive implanted within us should deter-
mine when to take a mate. That may be
true of animals, but man is superior to
the animals, or should be. Intelligent hu-
mans well know that the sex urge should
never be permitted to take the wheel and
direct one’s course in life. Feelings, it is
true, are an essential element in our lives,
but the mind should supervise, control,
yes, even overrule the feelings when nec-
essary to our welfare. If people did every-
thing they felt like doing, this world would
be in a sorrier mess than it is in today.

The sex drive is a factor to be considered
in marriage. (1 Cor. 7:9) But there are
other factors, which, if ignored, can rob
a marriage of success. Good judgment, for
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example, may be cast aside. Consider what
happens when someone buys an item with-
out checking as to its quality. On the out-
side it may appear quite good, but when
tested as to quality it may prove to be
inferior. Such a discovery as to one’s mar-
riage mate after the wedding day is too
late, such as when one finds oneself mar-
ried to a chronic complainer. Now is the
time to think of such possibilities.

‘But this sex drive is too powerful,” some
have been known to claim. But why? Is
it because they are reading books and
watching films that glorify sex and ele-
vate it to a position it does not deserve?
Is it because they have become over-
familiar with those of the opposite sex,
whipping up their passions to a dangerous
degree? That is how boys and girls often
become obsessed with the idea that they
must marry right away.

The Better Way

How much better, how much wiser it
is not to be rushed into any such far-
reaching decision as that involved in your
choice of a marriage mate! First, it is bene-
ficial to have had the experience of stand-
ing alone as an individual after passing
the adolescent stage, depending on one’'s
own resources, physical, mental and spiri-
tual. Teen-agers who pass immediately
from parental care into the married state
miss this opportunity. They never get to
know the reality of single life. All they
know is dependence on a marriage mate
or a parent for protection and happiness.

Then there is the extreme seriousness of
the vow they must make to accept some-
one in wedlock ‘for better or for worse.’
A vow made in haste, without full con-
sideration of everything involved, holds
very little of promise, for in Proverbs 29:
20 we read: “Have you beheld a man hasty
with his words? There is more hope for
someone stupid than for him.”
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A prospective marriage mate needs to
be observed under unfavorable as well as
favorable conditions. And that takes time.
Also, it helps if one can become acquainted
with the parents of an intended mate. One
marriage counselor, a doctor, observed
that ‘seeing her fiance's mother serve a
meal, seeing the father and mother with
each other, is one way a girl can get some
idea of what her future husband is likely
to expect of her.” Likewise a young man
may get some idea of the kind of wife his
fiancee will turn out to be, by observing
her mother over a period of time.

It takes time also for the respective par-
ents to get to know the one their son or
daughter is contemplating marrying. ‘That
is unimportant,’ some may say. But then,
if the marriage does run into trouble, to
whom are the newlyweds going to turn
for a sympathetic ear or some assistance
and counsel with a view to patching up
their differences? It is true that parents
may not select mates for their children as
in earlier times, but from their fund of
experience they can offer helpful advice,
especially so if they are well versed in the
Bible’s fine principles.

Of course, if one sees the benefits from
a waiting period before plunging into mat-
rimony, then he or she must understand
that intimate association with the oppo-
site sex or reading books and watching
movies having sex as their theme is not
for them. Upbuilding reading habits and
associations must be substituted.

Following the better way will produce
many benefits. A greater stability will
come to your life. You will be able to
think more calmly and lucidly on vital
questions including love and marriage. You
will look well beyond the wedding day,
preparing in advance for your role as hus-
band or wife. You are more likely to enjoy
a lastingly happy married life with God’s
rich blessings.



N September 4, 1969, Mexico's president

Gustavo Diaz Ordaz inaugurated Line 1, an

eight-mile section of Mexico City’'s new
subway. When the entire underground transit
system is finished around November 1970 it
is to consist of three lines and cover more
than twenty-six miles.

Line 1 will accommodate 350,000 persons
daily, and when the whole subway is com-
pleted it should take care of 3,600,000 passen-
gers a day. This will provide some relief to
residents who now get trapped in mammoth
traffic jams. Mexico City has a population of
over seven million.

Work on this project began in June 1967.
It marked the thirty-fourth metropolitan area
in the world to build such a transit system.
London was the first; its subway system being
inaugurated 106 years ago. But probably none
before had such obstacles to overcome.

The difficulty is that Mexico City rests upon
a reclaimed lake, and buildings often slowly
sink into the spongy soil. One structure com-
pleted in 1934 has dropped nine feet! But even
buildings in the same block will settle at dif-
fering speeds. Thus, special engineering tech-
niques were needed to build an underground
transit system under such conditions.

It was necessary to remove precisely the
right weight of soil and water without under-
mining buildings alongside the subway’s right-
of-way. Then a concrete, box-shaped tunnel was
constructed; the subway being encased within
it. In fact, Mexicans have called the subway
“el Cajdn” (the Box). Actually this box tunnel
floats like a ship on the subsoil, which is 80
percent water. The special construction required

for this project increased the expense.
It is estimated that it will cost, when
completed, 4,000 million pesos, which
is over $300 million.

Inside, the stations are beautiful,
made of marble floors and with Aztec
designs on the columns. Especially
noteworthy is the Pino Suarez station,
built around the Aztec pyramid “God
of the Wind,” which was unearthed
during excavations.

Each orange-colored, French-built subway
train is made up of six cars, and can carry
over a thousand passengers. They run at about
three-minute intervals, moving along noiseless-
ly at a reasonable speed. There is hardly any
noticeable vibration. The trains run on rubber
tires, but each tire has a steel wheel that can
be used if the tire loses its pressure. Com-
puters are used to direct the trains, and a
rheostat brings them to a stop. So the con-
ductor’'s main duty is simply to watch.

It was reported in August 1969 that during
excavations more than 1,500 valuable archae-
ological pieces had already been found, the
most outstanding of which was the pyramid
of the “God of the Wind.” However, archae-
ologists are particularly interested in the find-
ings during the excavations in the Zocalo
(Main Square).

The Zocalo has been the main center of
the city for centuries, and still is. Now located
here is the National Palace, the city govern-
ment buildings, the supreme court and many
other old and interesting buildings. Archae-
ologists hope to find here the Piedra Pintada
(Painted Stone), an Aztec calendar said to be
as large and even more beautiful than the
one called Piedra del Sol (Sun Stone), which
is now in the National Museum.

The new subway is indeed a fine provision.
Not only is it a beautiful, unique structure,
but its transportation service is economical.
One can buy five or ten tickets for eight
cents (U.S.) each, or an individual ticket for
one peso and twenty centavos, 9.6 American
cents. Said one world traveler who has ridden
in subways in many cities: “To ride this Metro
is a dream.”

A Good Buy

e Florida was purchased from Spain by the United States for $5,000,000
in 1819. Now more than 14,000,000 persons visit the state yearly, and
spend about $2,522,000,000. Each year in Florida factories produce about
116,000,000 gallons of frozen, concentrated orange juice.

AWAKE!



enerally
Gspeaking, every
nation has some
festival that they
consider more im-
portant than others.
To the Chinese, the
lunar New Year is
such a festival. For
thousands of years
the Chinese have
considered the New
Year the most festive season on their cal-
endar.

Though the Chinese officially adopted
the Gregorian calendar in 1912, the solar
new year on January 1 is by no means
as popular as the lunar new year. For in-
stance, on the solar new year most firms
and offices have only one day off, but dur-
ing the lunar New Year festival they are
closed for three or four days, some even
up to a week. The Chinese lunar new year
falls on the first new moon after the sun
enters the zodiacal house of Aquarius,
which may be anytime from January 21
to February 19.

in Hong Kong

Preparations for the Festival

The Chinese enthusiasm for this cele-
bration exceeds even that displayed by
Westerners toward Christmas. People be-
gin to prepare for it a month in advance.
Even families of small means spend much
money to make purchases that are con-
sidered necessary for the celebration. Since
the emphasis is on newness, people likq
to buy new clothes. In Hong Kong people
have the custom of buying new shoes, and
all the shoe shops do a roaring trade dur-
ing the week before the new year.

An important preparatory date for the
celebration is December 24 of the lunar
calendar. Many Chinese believe that on
this day the Kitchen God goes back to
heaven to render a report to the Jade Em-
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By "Awake!" correspondent

peror, who is believed responsible for re-
wards and punishment. Since the god in
charge of the kitchen is believed to be an
envoy from the Jade Emperor, people want
to get on his good side, hoping he will hide
their bad deeds and only speak about the
good deeds when he makes his report. So,
in order to get his favor, they clean his
shrine over the stove thoroughly and offer
him cakes and candies. Some even bum
paper money to help the Kitchen God with
his traveling expense or burn a paper horse
for him to ride on. Others go a step far-
ther. Feeling that it is not safe enough
just to bribe the Kitchen God, they try
to get the god drunk to make sure he does
not give a bad report on them. They do
this by dipping a portrait of the Kitchen
God in wine. At midnight they send him
off with a burst of firecrackers. They de-
sire that he “send a good report to heaven
and herald peace to the earth.”

During the few days before the new
year, the markets are more crowded than
usual as everyone is buying extra food for
the special meal and for the New Year
holidays, during which time the markets
are closed. People also like to buy flowers
for the festive season. It is the time for
the narcissus to bloom, so you will see
many hawkers selling narcissus bulbs in
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the market. Peach blossoms and miniature
mandarin trees are also very popular. The
color seen most at this time of the year
is bright red, which is considered a happy
color.

The Festival

At midnight firecrackers are set off
everywhere, welcoming in the new year.
During the following days the sound of
firecrackers is almost constant. However,
in 1968 the people in Hong Kong enjoyed
probably their first quiet New Year. The
government banned firecrackers, since the
local communists had been using the gun-
powder in firecrackers to make bombs.

Besides being a time for family reunions,
New Year is also a time to visit friends and
relatives. On the first and second days of
the new year, whole families can be seen
going from place to place visiting. In ad-
dition to gifts, they carry a generous sup-
ply of red packets with varying amounts
of money in them to distribute to children.
Understandably, these red packets are very
popular with children, as this provides
them with a little money to buy candies
and toys. In theory, any unmarried person
is entitled to receive red packets, but in
practice very few single grown-ups accept
them.

When visitors arrive they are offered
sweetmeats and melon seeds. Sometimes
they are also invited to drink some sweet
juice and have some New Year cakes.
Though such hospitality is greatly enjoyed
by children, the grown-ups often view it
with less enthusiasm. After feasting on
such an abundance of rich food for a few
days, people frequently suffer from in-
digestion.

According to custom, people avoid visit-
ing on the third day of the new year, for
they believe that doing so will cause them
to quarrel with their friends throughout
the year. Though many no longer believe
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this, most still abide by the custom, for it
gives them a chance to rest a bit after
two busy days of visiting.

The seventh day of the new year is con-
sidered an important day. It is called
“Everybody’s Birthday.” According to an-
cient custom, the first day of the new year
is considered the rooster’'s birthday, the
second day the dog’s, followed by the birth-
day of the pigs, goats, cattle, horses, with
the seventh day assigned to humans.

The Cantonese customarily gather to-
gether for another family meal on this
seventh day. Thus ends the first phase of
the New Year celebration. Though in the
past the celebration would go on till the
fifteenth day, the busy life people lead
nowadays seldom allows them to continue
it that long. In fact, many shops are open
for business on the fourth day.

In addition to assigning a general birth-
day to each of the above-mentioned ani-
mals, the Chinese also use twelve different
animals to represent their years. These are
the rats, cattle, tigers, rabbits, dragons,
snakes, horses, rams, monkeys, roosters,
dogs and pigs. What year it is is deter-
mined by the coupling of two sets of Chi-
nese numerals, one consisting of twelve
figures, the other ten. According to this
calculation, 1969 was the year of the
roosters and 1970 is the year of the dogs.

Fortune-tellers like to make conjectures
according to these various animals as to
whether blessings or evil will befall a cer-
tain year. The year 1967 was the year of
the rams and was supposed to be a very
propitious year, yet that year Hong Kong
experienced the worst riots in its history.

Emphasis on Money and Good Fortune

Here in Hong Kong the most popular
New Year greeting is “Rung hex fat choy,”
meaning “May you have good fortune and
riches.” It seems that people in general
consider material riches the greatest suc-
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cess and most desired goal in life. In fact,
in many communities in China the fifth
day of the new year is considered the day
of the Money God. On that day people
receive the Money God into their houses
with offerings of incense and sacrifices,
hoping that this will bring them prosperity
in the new year. Years ago, in the city
of Shanghai, people used to stay up all
night on the eve of the Money God's re-
turn to set off

firecrackers to

show their wel- -« Will It Mean Food for
come.
As one might < Why Crime Flourishes.

expect from
the popular
greeting, many
of the New
Year customs
are closely related to fortune. Some reli-
gious persons offer incense at the tem-
ples in an effort to obtain good fortune in
the year to come. They also offer food
there, and then take the food home and
give it to the children to eat, believing
that this will bring them good fortune.
Also, many avoid using any sharp instru-
ments, such as knives and scissors during
the New Year festival, thinking that these
might cut off their good fortune. Many
put up good-luck posters over their doors.

Since the Chinese are so concerned about
good fortune during the new year, some
religions have taken advantage of the situ-
ation. One may see in some houses lan-
terns hanging over the door and inside of
the house. On the lanterns are written
various sayings, such as “Be prosperous in
all things.” These are bought from Taoist
temples or Buddhist shrines. In fact, many
temples in Hong Kong hold an auction
of lanterns and raise enough funds to sup-
port themselves for the rest of the year.
Since the lanterns are sold to the highest
bidders, some persons pay over a hundred
dollars for one, hoping to receive the bless-
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— In the next issue.

ings promised by the sayings on the lan-
tern.

There are also certain taboos during the
New Year festival that are closely related
to fortune. For example, many persons
will not sweep the floor during this fes-
tival, since they fear they may sweep good
fortune out of their homes. All sweeping
is done before New Year's Eve. Not only
that, any who do sweep up dirt are care-
ful in the way
they do it; it must
be swept inward,
lest good fortune
be swept from
the house. So,
from the welcom-
ing of the Money
God, to the tradi-
tional New Year
greeting, and even to the sweeping of the
floors, it can be seen that the desire to
get rich figures prominently in the Chi-
nese New Year celebration.

to Eat?

A Wrong Implication

There is nothing wrong with one’s hop-
ing that the coming year will bring great-
er happiness. However, does happiness
come with riches? The emphasis of the
Chinese New Year festival on money and
fortune implies this. But the evidence
clearly shows that this is not necessarily
the case. In fact, while riches are not evil
in themselves, the desire to become rich
is very harmful. As the reliable Holy Bible
points out: “The love of money is a root
of all sorts of injurious things, and by
reaching out for this love some have been
led astray from the faith and have stabbed
themselves all over with many pains.”
—1 Tim. 6:10.

Thus, the Chinese New Year festival
does not direct a person to the true source
of happiness. For this source is not money
or fortune, but it is the true God in heaven,
Jehovah.
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THE BIBLE SCHOOL
THATREALLY HELPS YOU

ULD vyou like to increase your

knowledge and understanding of the
Word of God, the Bible? Do you have
guestions on the Bible that you would like
to have answered? Would you like to im-
prove your ability to communicate with
others? If so, then you are to be com-
mended.

To satisfy your desire for understand-
ing of the Scriptures, you may have at-
tended a church Bible school. But perhaps
it was short-lived, lasting only a few weeks,
as has been the case with many such class-
es. Or it may be that you are currently
studying the Bible with one of Jehovah's
witnesses in your own home but have
never attended their Kingdom Hall meet-
ings. In either case you would greatly
benefit from attending the
Theocratic Ministry School.

What is it?

In English-speaking lands
this school has been in oper-
ation for more than twenty-
five years, and at present it
provides regular sessions in
more than 25,000 congrega-
tions of Jehovah’s witnesses
throughout the world.

It is a school in which
anyone who attends,
male or female, can en-
roll free of charge.
Uniquely its students
never graduate, nor do
they want to graduate.
They thoroughly enjoy
the school program and,
being progressive in
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outlook, they appreciate the need to keep
on learning and improving their skills.

The Teaching Program

Each year a new teaching schedule is
prepared. The schedule for 1970 presents
the most interesting and helpful program
ever arranged.

All who attend the school will be read-
ing the Christian Greek Scriptures (“New
Testament”) using a modern-language
translation that helps them to get ac-
quainted with the sense of the Greek Bible
text. In the left-hand column of the Bible
being used, there is the best Greek text
available, that of Westcott and Hort, in the
koine' Greek in which these Scriptures
were originally written. Under each Greek

word there appears the ba-
sic meaning of the word in
English. Then in the right-
hand column there is a
modern-English translation.
Thus each reader, even with-
out any prior knowledge of
Greek, can get to know for
himself the flavor and force
of that original Bible tongue.
Each week three to sev-
en chapters of this
Kingdom Interlinear
Translation of the
Greek Scriptures will be
considered.

There will also be
short talks given each
week to acquaint those
present with enlighten-
ing and fascinating
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background information about persons,
places, plants, animals and many signifi-
cant events mentioned in the Bible. These
presentations will help to make the Bible
accounts come to life for those who hear
them. The purpose of the talks, however,
is not only to increase one’s Bible knowl-
edge and understanding, but also to en-
large one’s heart appreciation for the Bi-
ble’s Author, Jehovah God.

Very helpful also will be the talks based
on the theme ‘The Bible really is the Word
of God." How many persons would like to
have proof for that! Each week there will
be a talk on this general theme. Among
the subjects to be discussed will be “Gene-
sis Account of Creation—Fact or Fic-
tion?”, “Was There an Earth-wide Flood?”
and “Is the Bible Practical for Our Day?”
How strengthening to your faith in the
Bible as the Word of God the answers to
such questions will prove to be!

The program of the school includes a
five-minute review on the previous week’s
main talk, followed by a fifteen-minute
main talk on some basic Bible subject, de-
livered by a well-qualified Christian min-
ister. This is then followed by four student
talks based on material of the type de-
scribed above.

By attending and paying close attention
you will gain much accurate knowledge
based on the Bible and find answers to
ever so many questions about the Bible
that you may have wondered about. Of
course, you will get much more out of the
school if you prepare in advance by going
over the assignments at home, in particu-
lar being certain to read the assigned Bible
chapters each week.

So that you will better remember what
you have learned, every four or five weeks
there will be an evening set aside for a
written review. This will enable you to
keep check on what you have learned. You
need not hesitate to take this review be-
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cause of fear of a poor mark, for you will
be correcting your own paper and will not
be asked to turn it in. So others will not
know just how well you did unless you
choose to tell them.

Benefits Derived, from the School

Many are the benefits that you and your
family will derive from attending this
school. For example, the New York Times,
September 28, 1969, called attention to the
seriousness of the reading situation in the
United States. It reported that, according
to James E. Allen, Jr., the new United
States Commissioner of Education, one-
third of the schoolchildren in the United
States read below their grade level. But
does this situation exist among the Wit-
nesses? No, it does not. Why not? Pri-
marily because of the Bible-reading pro-
gram of their Theocratic Ministry School.
Thus a mother in Ottumwa, lowa, told that
her fourth-grade child had a second-grade
reading ability until he took part in the
Theocratic Ministry School’s Bible-reading
program as carried out at home. Then
within three months he advanced to
fourth-grade reading ability, to the amaze-
ment of his schoolteacher.

In the Theocratic Ministry School, in
addition to learning to read well, students
also learn to communicate clearly with
others. Time and again its youthful stu-
dents have been highly commended by
their secular schoolteachers because of
their ability to present interesting material
in an effective manner. Thus a school-
teacher in the Caribbean island of Grenada
asked a young Witness if he had ever heard
his voice on a tape recorder. When the
youth replied that he had not, the teacher
asked him to do some talking. The youth
gave a sermon on the subject “Life in
God’'s New Order.” The teacher was visibly
impressed. “You surprise me, young man!
You speak so meaningfully and coherently
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for your age. You will make a good speak-
er in the future.” The youth credited his
ability to the training he received in the
Theocratic Ministry School.

Likewise testifying to the value of this
school is the incident that took place in
a Luzon town in the Philippines. There
the school officials asked local religious
leaders to supply a speaker for an anniver-
sary program. They declined because of
not having received notice far enough
ahead of time to prepare properly. Finally,
on the very day of the celebration the
school officials decided to ask the Witness-
es to supply a speaker, and a young Wit-
ness minister responded. As the program
had already begun, he at once changed
from his work clothes and accompanied
them. He spoke for forty minutes on the
subject “Meeting the Problems of Today’s
Youth.” Later, when the main guest speak-
er, the chief school official of the entire
province, got up to speak, he complimented
the young Witness and said: “If | gave
the speech | had prepared | would only be
repeating what this young man said, and
I would probably not do as well.”

The wondering school faculty later asked
how this Witness, an ordinary working-
man, could speak so well before a distin-
guished audience. Yes, it was because of
his attending the Theocratic Ministry
School at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's
Witnesses. As the apostles had learned
from Jesus, he had learned at this school.
—Acts 4:13.

Enrolling as a Student

Of course, if you enroll as a student and
give talks regularly you will benefit most.
This you are invited to do if you are a

Al
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regular attender at these meetings. By
preparing and giving talks not only will
you gain much Bible information but you
will also receive training in composition
and in speaking before others.

Thus, after you have prepared and de-
livered your talk, the one in charge of the
school or his assistant will kindly counsel
you on your talk. He will discuss such as-
pects as the manner in which you covered
the subject and whether it was logically
and coherently developed. Also, did you
have an appropriate introduction, and a
fitting conclusion? Did you make good
use of your time, neither running short
nor running overtime?

You will also receive fine counsel on
your manner of speaking. This will cover
such factors as enthusiasm, modulation in
pitch, pace and volume, sense stress and
pronunciation. In a kind and upbuilding
way you will be shown how you can im-
prove.

Should you want help in preparing your
talks, feel free to ask for it. This you can
receive right at the Kingdom Hall at the
close of the meetings or at your own home,
if you prefer, at a convenient time. This
aid is free, in keeping with Jesus’ com-
mand: “You received free, give free.”
—Matt. 10:8.

So, if you would like to increase your
understanding of God's Word, if you
would like to improve your ability to com-
municate to others what you have learned,
if you are conscious of your spiritual need,
then attend the Theocratic Ministry School
at the local Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's
Witnesses. You will be welcome there, as
are all sincere searchers for truth and righ-
teousness.
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ATCHING a power-

ful, wild stallion gal-
loping free as the breeze is
an inspiring sight. So also
is a powerful river a thing
of beauty. But just as a
wild stallion is of limited
service to man, so too is
an untamed river.

Thus, in 1964 Nigeria
set out on a bold scheme to
tame the Niger, the third
largest river on the Afri-
can continent. The Niger
flows through five countries
in West Africa. Starting in
Guinea, it winds through
Mali and the Niger Repub-
lic, along the northern bor-
der of Dahomey, and flows
hundreds of miles down
through Nigeria before emptying into the
Atlantic Ocean.

The principal aim was to harness the
river's potential electrical power, since
other sources such as steam and diesel
plants could not keep up with Nigeria's
growing demands for power. Therefore,
after much investigation, it was decided to
construct a dam at Kainji Island on the
Niger about 630 miles upstream from the
Atlantic coast. On February 20, 1964, the
work contract was awarded to Impregilo,
an Italian construction firm. They arrived
at the site in March 1964, and work started
immediately.

Many wondered if the civil war, which
started in Nigeria on July 6, 1967, would
affect the construction. But since the proj-
ect was well under way by that time, and
all the work was out of the war area, con-
struction continued according to schedule.

The cost for this project was estimated
at $221,200,000. Who would pay this big
bill? Nigeria was in position to pay more
than one-third of the cost. The World
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Bank agreed to provide almost an equal
amount, and Italy, Britain, the United
States and the Netherlands agreed to fi-
nance the rest. So, the project really
turned out to be an international one. Can-
ada provided technical assistance. And ma-
chinery and building materials came from
Sweden, Austria, Norway, Britain and
Italy.

Construction

In time, the force working at the dam
numbered 5,700. A camp was established
nine miles from the construction site and
grew to a population of 20,000, a regular
city! It was well equipped with schools,
shops, recreational facilities, street light-
ing, water supply and sewage disposal, as
well as a hospital.

The principal section of the dam is the
concrete structure. It is 1,800 feet long
and 215 feet high above the foundation,
about the height of a twenty-story build-
ing! Included in this section is the spillway,
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which has four huge fifty-foot by fifty-
foot hydraulically operated gates. These
are used to release excess water and to
regulate the downstream flow of the river.

At the base of the dam, on the down-
stream side, is the power plant. Twelve in-
take tunnels channel water from the reser-
voir to this plant. Here the water turns
huge turbines that each generate 110,000
horsepower. The electrical output is fed
via overhead lines to the switchyard situ-
ated a short distance downstream from the
dam. From there it is sent on its journey
to satisfy Nigeria’'s need for electrical
power.

On each side of the 1,800-foot-long con-
crete dam are huge rock- and earth-fill
dams. The one to the right is 8,000 feet
long, and a similar one to the left bank is
4.000 feet long. These complete the main
section of the dam. However, beyond the
left-bank section is a low saddle dam that
has a total length of 2 miles.

For the main dam, including the spill-
way, 800,000 cubic yards of cement were
used. The power plant required another
175.000 cubic yards. And the fill dams used
9,000,000 cubic yards of material. If this
were spread out over an area of one square
mile, it would make a mound of earth
nearly nine feet high!

The first electrical power was received
from the dam on December 22, 1968, and
the fourth turbine was installed at the end
of February 1969. So, less than five years
after the construction started, the dam
was officially opened on February 15,1969.
In time a total of twelve turbines will be
installed here, and the power produced
will more than equal the amount produced
in Nigeria before the dam’s construction!

Other Benefits
The 480-square-mile lake created by the
dam guarantees a good supply of water for
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irrigation. Also, land downstream, former-
ly useless because of flooding, will now be
reclaimed for agriculture. Another pos-
sible benefit is a fishing industry that is
hoped eventually to harvest about 10,000
tons of fish annually.

Kainji Dam, too, will be a boon to the
shipping industry. A bypass canal with
two locks has been built to permit ship-
ping above the dam. And, too, the dam
allows for regulating and improving the
flow in the river downstream, thus extend-
ing considerably the shipping season. This
should make it possible for the various
products from northern Nigeria more eas-
ily to reach the ocean and be shipped to
world markets.

There is also the prospect that tourism
will be another benefit of the lake. Inland
lakes are few in Africa, and in an area so
far distant from the ocean and large bodies
of water, the lake will certainly be an
attraction.

Future Projects

As the demand for electricity increases,
two future projects have been planned,
which will be integrated with Kainji Dam.

First is a dam to be located near Jebba,
about sixty miles below Kainji Dam. Its
hydroelectric capacity will be a little more
than half that of the recently opened proj-
ect. The lake it will produce will extend
all the way back to Kainji Dam.

Then there are plans for a dam at Shiro-
ro Gorge on the Kaduna River, upstream
from where the Kaduna meets the Niger.
It will produce nearly the same electrical
output as the proposed Jebba Dam. Once
these dams are completed, an ingenious,
integrated system is planned that will pro-
duce a large, year-round supply of elec-
tricity.

Such projects should be a boon to Ni-
geria’s economy.
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OFTY mountains

that pierce the
clouds and reach to
dizzying heights
may appear to us
humans as coldly
majestic, lonely,
even forbidding. Yet
to a great variety of
wildlife they consti-
tute home. Some of these creatures would
never think of descending to lower alti-
tudes. And to see them in a zoo, even if
they could long survive such a humiliating
experience, one could gain no realistic idea
of their way of life among peaks and
chasms.

Some of these creatures are not very
familiar to us, while the names of others
have almost become household words. For
example, have you heard of the nyala, with
its spiral horns measuring up to forty-four
inches in length? It was discovered in 1908
at 9,000 feet in the mountains of South
Abyssinia. On the other hand, who has not
heard of the chinchilla? The mountain va-
riety lives at an altitude of 17,000 feet.

Up at those heights, too, there are birds
that soar high and make their nests in un-
approachable places. There are birds of
great variety, such as hawks, eagles, the
black duck, slender-billed chestnut-winged
starlings and a host of others.

Can we take a closer look at some of
these dwellers in lofty penthouses without
risking life and limb? Yes, we can, for
others have clambered up to the giddy
heights and recorded their firsthand ob-
servations for our benefit.

The Mountain Gorilla
Let's start with the mountain gorilla,
the giant ape discovered in the higher lev-
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els of the West African forests in 1847.
This creature’s reported warlikeness, its
tremendous strength and the remoteness
of its habitation have stirred man’s imagi-
nation and posed something of a mystery,
arousing popular and scientific interest.

The African Primate Expedition set out
in February 1959 to clear up the mystery.
Gaining their objective involved roaming
through the forests and climbing mist-
shrouded mountains. Finally, in January
1961 they were on the home ground of the
mountain gorilla, whose total population
is said to be between 5,000 and 15,000.
During the 466 hours they spent in full
view of these mighty creatures a great
deal was learned and recorded.

All together, members of the expedition
had opportunity to study them in 314 sepa-
rate encounters. Imagine being approached
to within fifteen feet by one of these huge
beasts—with nothing to bar his nearer
approach! That was the experience of one
member of the visiting group.

These big fellows rise early, about 6
a.m., and retire at about 6 p.m. Breakfast
lasts for perhaps a couple of hours, their
massive bodies moving from snack to
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snack. From about 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. they
lounge around. Again they resume the
search for food—food in much greater va-
riety than any zoo would be likely to pro-
vide. A total of 100 food plants were col-
lected in various study areas—by no means
a monotonous diet!

The observers noted that these crea-
tures have a total of some twenty-two dis-
tinct utterances or vocalizations, eight of
them occurring quite frequently. There is
the soft grumbling sound—sure sign of
the contented ape. A series of abrupt
grunts serve to keep the group together.
A harsh scream may sound as if murder
is being committed. It is most likely mere-
ly a quarrel with lots of bluff. A high
screech means some infant ape is afraid
he is being left behind. Mother will doubt-
less respond right away.

But what about the gorilla’s notorious
chest-beating display? For that you will
need patience, for it happens infrequently.
But when it does get under way, you are in
for a real show! It starts with a series of
hoots, following which the animal, hooting
at a fast tempo, rises on its hind legs like
a mountain of hair, throws some plant into
the air, kicks up one leg and at the climax
beats its massive chest with cupped hands
several times. Then he runs sideways, slap-
ping and tearing at the vegetation, finally
thumping the ground with heavy palm.
The chest beats have been recorded; his
roars of high intensity are probably the
most explosive sound in all the animal
kingdom!

A closer look at these powerful brutes
weighing up to six hundred pounds reveals
that in sight, hearing and smell their pow-
ers are about the same as those of a hu-
man. Almost always they move about on
all fours. The farthest any one of them
was seen to walk erect was sixty feet. In-
terestingly, too, during all the hours of
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observation, not once was a gorilla seen
using any kind of tool.

The younger members of the group play
a variety of games—King of the Mountain,
Follow the Leader, and running, climbing,
sliding and swinging games. They lead rel-
atively peaceful lives. Seldom are they
heard quarreling. Sunbathing is one of
their leading forms of relaxation. They
will stretch out on their backs, hairy
chests exposed to the warm rays. When-
ever rain comes, a tree provides shelter,
or they may just sit hunched over in the
open, waiting patiently for the storm to
pass.

The Mountain Camels

Now, through the records of mountain-
eer naturalists, let us take a look at the
mountain camels, in their own habitat,
high up in the South American Andes, in
the stony deserts or punas. The vicuna is
wild, greatly prized for his fur, while the
llama (pronounced lyah'mah in Spanish)
is domesticated, a genuine ship of the des-
ert. They look quite different from the
creature we are used to calling “camel,”
yet both are true camels.

The llama is primarily a beast of burden,
but a unique burden-bearer, for he can
carry heavy loads even in the rarified air
of mountain heights, often below zero and
amid battering winds and howling bliz-
zards. However, he will not accept one
ounce more load than he wishes to carry.
Llamas grow fat and sleek up on those
barren slopes, where not a blade of grass
can be seen, and where only bare rock and
sand appear.

But how do they survive? Here is where
their mountaineering ability comes into
play! They seek out delicious morsels (that
is, to them) such as reindeer moss, lichen
and cacti, getting them on incredibly pre-
cipitous pastures.
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The llama has some special equipment,
too, and he needs it, for some of the great
hunters of the animal world stalk him—
the mountain lion and the jaguar. Soft,
padded, almost clawlike toes permit him
to adhere to impossibly steep surfaces as
though he had suction cups for feet. The
feet themselves, very loosely jointed at the
hocks, often appear dislocated as they ad-
just to every angle and crevice.

A common but amazing sight is a herd
of llamas grazing on seemingly bare rock,
so steep that even the native Indian can-
not find a toehold! Still another thrilling
sight is provided when a lone llama is
traversing bare ledges or walking across
the glass-smooth ice of a glacier a thou-
sand feet above some rushing torrent. One
misstep, it would seem, could plunge the
creature down into an abysmal canyon.

The vicuna, on the other hand, is not
herded. It is noted for its wild, lightning-
like movements and prodigious leaps.
Three miles above sea level they can dash
at such speed that only their dust can be
seen, and then stop dead in their tracks.
They can leap up fifteen feet, twist about
in midair and, at the instant their feet
touch ground, dash madly off in an en-
tirely different direction.

An entire herd of fifty or more may be
seen at times running ai'ound in circles,
playing leapfrog, turning backflips or som-
ersaults as if to advertise their freedom.
At the least sign of danger, they will van-
ish in a cloud of dust. Apparently they
have no realization of the dangers inherent
in their lofty playgrounds however. Often
they are injured or killed by falls, in spite
of the popular idea that they never make
a misstep.

Interestingly, they seem to have a single-
track mind. Vicunas will return again and
again to the same bedding spot, even when
some of their number are killed nightly.
So all the hunter has to do, when he lo-
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cates a bedding place, is wait. He is sure
of his quarry. The vicuna will not leap
over, push against or cross any barrier,
however flimsy. It might only be two fenc-
es of light string used by Indians to funnel
the animals down to the narrow spoutlike
end where they can be Killed as they
emerge. They do not attempt to break
through the light cord barrier!

Their valuable fur made the vicunas a
special target for huntsmen. A vicuna coat
is so fine and light that a robe six feet
square may be folded and pressed into a
bundle measuring nine by fourteen inches,
and not more than four inches thick—a
bundle weighing less than four pounds.
Eventually the Peruvian and Bolivian gov-
ernments had to pass strict laws in order
to curb the wanton slaughter of these
freedom-loving creatures.

Other Intrepid Mountaineers

The scene shifts now to the mountains
of America’s Northwest. Here is the abode
of the yellow-eyed mountain goat—in re-
ality an antelope. His white beard waving
serenely in the wind, he reminds onlookers
of an old professor. However, no professor
could follow this most surefooted of crea-
tures. Clad in warm underwear of wool
three to four inches thick, he lives a tough,
hard life above the timberline. His over-
coat is long and shaggy, also of pure wool.
But naturalists are not quite sure how,
even with such equipment, he manages to
survive the Arctic conditions of the north-
ern Rockies. At times this animal will
shed wool so abundantly that Indians are
able to rake up several bushels in an area
of a few square yards.

This goat’s sureness of step is truly phe-
nomenal. Rarely will he proceed until he
is sure of what lies ahead. However, if a
lofty trail peters out he does not panic.
He may back up until it is safe to turn,
or he may rear up on hind legs, with thou-
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sands of feet of sheer emptiness below,
press hard against the cliff, turn inward
and around, dropping again on all fours
as easily as you would step up on the curb.
But that is not the extent of his daring.
He may choose instead to defy the yawn-
ing chasm below, simply reaching up to
grab a tiny rock shelf and pulling himself
to a still higher level.

Like the llama, these mountain goats
have their own special footgear. The sole
of each toe is concave and acts as a suc-
tion cup. The clefts between the two toes
open toward the front so that when the
animal is descending a smooth rocky slope
its weight spreads the toes wider for firm-
er grip. These creatures are very curious
about men, who once in a while poke
curiously into their mountain habitat.

And then there is the bighorn, also born
into a world of soaring peaks. This crea-
ture is really a sheep, but a sheep with-
out the traditional wool. He, too, is agile
and nimble of foot. One old ram in the
Sierra Diablo of West Texas was observed
going down a near vertical fifty-foot cliff.
Another made a leap that spanned nearly
seventeen feet. The bighorns move around
mostly in flocks. Mother animals watch
gravely while lambs make merry, playing
tag, follow the leader, jump the rock, run
around pinnacles, and indulge in petty
butting matches.

Another neighbor in this northern moun-
tain area is the mountain beaver. This
name is really a misnomer, for he is no
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true beaver. He has no tail, and does not
have the reputation of the real beaver for
industriousness. Why, his tunnel roof is
often so thin that it collapses. If the debris
bothers him, he just scoops it up and
shoves it out. All winter he may be seen
following his daily routine, for he is not
a hibernating creature.

Finally, let's look in on the hyrax in his
normal home area, Mount Kenya of Afri-
ca’s alpine zone. Tailless, about the size of
a rabbit, this oddity is said to be akin to
the elephant and the rhinoceros. His dung
is unique, for it contains the hyraceum
used in elegant perfumes. Less sophisti-
cated and less mobile than some of his
mountaineer neighbors, the hyrax lives in
burrows slightly above freezing tempera-
ture. He is equipped with a two-inch-thick
brown fur coat. His cousins live in the
lowland savannas where it is warmer, so
their coats are only half an inch thick.

So, wherever there are mountain heights
all around the earth there are interesting
creatures that call those mountains home.
Inaccessibility to these creatures means
mainly safety from human predators.
There are large ones and small ones. They
include great variety: the powerful gorilla,
the laughably free vicuna, the dignified
mountain goat, the stolid pack-bearing
llama and the scurrying beaver of the
mountains. If you ever see one of these
in a zoo, just picture in your mind the
clean, airy world of peaks and chasms that
they call home.

Jleatn

Truth That
in Ohio began studying the Bible

with her neighbor. The Witness had only her copy of the Truth book to use. So
she would lend the book to this interested neighbor in order for her to prepare

her lessons. This went on for some time.

Finally the neighbor borrowed the book

for several days. When the Witness came to her home to conduct the study, she

was amazed to find that this woman

had hand copied much of the Truth book

along with the questions so she could have her own book to study until copies
would once again be available. Truly, she was determined to learn God’s truth.
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AN Ancient Liquid
Serves a Modern world

By "Awake!” correspondent
in Canada

LIQUID for packaging
A and architecture, engi-

neering and art! Essential
to automobiles, radio, tele-
vision and satellites, it is indispensable in
hospitals, factories and homes. It can be
as strong as steel, hard as gems, heavy
as iron; or fragile as eggshells, soft as silk,
light as cork. Supplied in abundance sur-
passed by few other materials, it is the
liquid of antiquity—glass.

“Glass—a liquid?” you may ask in dis-
belief. Yes, when glass is formed from a
white-hot mixture of molten ingredients
its atoms and molecules retain the random
pattern of a liquid even though it becomes
as rigid as ordinary solids. A liquid that
looks, feels and behaves like a solid seems
fantastic, but the peculiar properties of its
unique state make glass one of your most
versatile and valuable servants.

Glassmaking is one of the most ancient
industries. It is also very modern. Man
has used glass for more than thirty-five
centuries, but he barely “scratched the
surface” of its versatility until about
seventy-five years ago. In fact, it was not
until 1903 that a glass bottle was pro-
duced entirely by automation, and a ma-
chine for flat-drawing window glass was
not a commercial reality until about 1916.
Since then increased knowledge and better
means to utilize this amazing liquid have
allowed mass production to transform glass
from a treasured luxury to a servant in
myriads of forms.
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Continuous Production
The basic ingredients of
glass have remained un-
changed for thousands of
years. Silica sand, lime and
soda still make about 90
percent of the world’s glass, but the pro-
duction scale has been considerably in-
creased to meet modern demands. Today’s
glassmakers scrupulously select tons of
pure raw materials, weigh them to the
ounce, thoroughly mix them and then feed
the mixture, or batch, to gigantic tank
furnaces that can hold more than 1,000
tons of molten glass. Although added cul-
let, or scrap glass of the same formula to
be manufactured, speeds the melting pro-
cess, the furnace must be heated to about
2,800 degrees Fahrenheit! So corrosive is
molten glass at this temperature that the
process has been compared to melting a
block of ice in a container of sugar. The
heat-resistant furnace walls must usually

be replaced every two to four years.
However, once the process is in opera-
tion it continues day and night, week after
week, until repairs or changes in formula
force a shutdown. The batch is continuous-
ly fed into one end of the furnace while
workable glass, mixed and refined to uni-
form viscosity, free of bubbles and impu-
rities, is drawn from the other. The red-
hot liquid is then ready to be drawn,

pressed or blown into your service.

Window Glass
Although some fashionable Roman
homes during the first century C.E. boast-
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ed almost transparent glass windows, lit-
tle more than a century ago they were
still considered a luxury. Today the annual
production of window glass would stretch
for thousands of miles as the ancient liquid
is drawn, cut and framed to provide light,
reduce noise, keep heat in and cold out.

Ordinary window glass is drawn from
the drawing kiln, a small extension of the
furnace. To begin production an iron grill
bait is lowered into the melt and slowly
raised. The molten glass is fluid enough to
flow, yet viscous enough to adhere to the
bait so that it rises vertically in a continu-
ous sheet! The bait is knocked off as elec-
trically driven rollers carry the hardened
liquid some thirty feet straight up to a
cutting loft where the fire-polished sheet is
cut into standard lengths.

The surfaces of sheet glass produced by
this method are not perfectly parallel,
causing slight visual distortion through
the glass. For optically superior windows
and mirrors, flat glass, drawn from the
furnace, moves horizontally as a continu-
ous ribbon a thousand feet long through
gigantic grinders. It is ground on both
sides simultaneously to near perfect flat-
ness. The plate glass is then cut into sec-
tions and polished to provide an undis-
torted view of the road for some motorist,
or to fascinate a little child with his flaw-
less rosy-cheeked image in the glass.

Float Glass

A revolutionary new process for the
manufacture of quality plate glass was an-
nounced in 1959. Called the float process,
it eliminates entirely the costly grinding
and polishing procedures.

Molten glass flows from the furnace in
a continuous strip directly onto the sur-
face of an enclosed pool of molten tin. The
glass is kept hot enough for all irregular-
ities to melt out while the surfaces be-
come perfectly flat and parallel. The glass
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is carefully cooled as it progresses along
the float bath to emerge distortion free
with hard fire-polished surfaces.

Float glass has been met with enthusi-
asm, especially by the automobile industry,
which gobbles up about 50 percent of all
the flat glass manufactured annually.

A Variety of Uses

Each year glass provides 29,000,000,000
containers for everything from baby foods
to corrosive acids. No other material
known can match this service made pos-
sible by the ancient discovery that hot
glass can be blown into almost any form.
Modern technology applies this discovery
for mass production at fantastic speeds.

When bottles or jars are being made,
gobs of glass fall from the furnace into
“blank molds” so fast that they are al-
most invisible! A plunger forces the glass
into the shape of the initial mold and the
glass is then transferred to a “finishing
mold” where compressed air blows it into
the final shape. Metal jaws swing open,
and out comes the container, still glowing
red, about six seconds since the glass left
the furnace!

An Ancient Art

Impressive as these complex machines
may be, it is the glassblower who truly
enthralls the watcher. Using a few simple
tools and traditional skills of an ancient
craft, this artisan persuades the liquid into
articles of intricacy and beauty beyond
the reach of automation.

Artistic glass and fine tableware are the
products of “offhand blowing.” The tech-
niques of this classic profession date back
hundreds of years. When Venice was the
capital of the glass industry in the four-
teenth century, her glassblowers could be
punished with death if they revealed the
secrets of this art. Later, about the mid-
dle of the seventeenth century, a lustrous,
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transparent glass particularly suited to off-
hand blowing was developed in England.
Known as flint or lead crystal, it is the
type most in demand for modern treasures
in glass.

The glassblowers function as a “shop”
of six or seven men. First the “gatherer”
takes the required amount of molten glass
on the end of his blowing iron. About
five feet long, this hollow iron pipe has a
mouthpiece at one end and a knob at the
other. To the inexperienced the blowpipe
is a long, clumsy tube, but to the master
glassblower it is the inseparable partner
of an artist and his craft.

The gatherer shapes the hot glass by
rolling it on a “marver” or machined iron
plate. A puff through the pipe forces the
glass into a preliminary form. Various
workers add their skills to shape the glass,
rotating the blowpipe constantly to keep
the soft form from sagging out of shape.
Swinging the blowpipe elongates the glass;
rapid spinning flattens it out. Shaping tools
spread an open end or pinch in a narrow
neck, flatten edges, round the gob and
trim off excess glass. Size, shape and thick-
ness depend upon the air blown into the
glass, the angle at which the blowpipe is
held and the rate at which the glass is al-
lowed to cool. From time to time the glass
must be returned to the “glory hole,” a
reheating furnace, to keep it hot enough
to be workable, about 1,800 degrees Fahr-
enheit!

Throughout the operation the watchful
eye of the “gaffer” guides the art piece to
its final beauty. As the shop’s master blow-
er he handles the more difficult jobs him-
self, relying upon many years of acquired
skill to utilize the fluid, graceful motion of
the glass to achieve clean, flowing lines.
His knowledge of where and how the glass
will fall is almost unbelievable. When the
gaffer’s artistry is fulfilled and he is satis-
fied the piece is flawless, it is placed in
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the annealing oven to be gradually cooled.

During the final forming the glass is at-
tached to a long, solid “pontil” rod that
leaves a mark in the base. This mark is
ground smooth, leaving on some pieces a
shallow depression, which is an indication
of genuine handmade glass.

The object may be decorated by cutting
or by the difficult art of copper wheel en-
graving. The engraver may use as many
as fifty rotating wheels of different diam-
eters, fed with emery powder and oil, to
cut a shallow design that appears to the
eye as low relief. The brilliant quality of
the glass captures light and plays it
through the engraver’s masterpiece. Such
items of the ancient liquid in aesthetic
form can be worth thousands of dollars,
reminding us that glass may still be count-
ed in value with precious gems, just as it
was 3,500 years ago.—Job 28:15-19.

The degree to which properties of glass
can be varied and controlled is so great
that over 100,000 formulas have been de-
veloped for different uses. Variations of
lead crystal provide insulators for electri-
cal circuits, neon lights and precision op-
tical lenses. Pure silica glass makes mir-
rors for satellite telescopes and laser-beam
reflectors. Special glass to withstand heat
of reentry and cold of outer space serves
space vehicles with windows.

Combinations of special formula and spe-
cial treatment give colored glass panels,
building blocks and insulation to decorate
and protect modern buildings. Tempered
and chemically toughened glasses add to
your safety. Colored glass protects your
eyes. And now the new families of fiber
glass and glass ceramics appear almost as
richly versatile as their ancient parent!

Indeed, this amazing liquid of antiquity
is your modern servant in a thousand
forms, asking in return only an occasional
cleaning that its brilliance might continue
shining brightly.
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TRAIGHT to the Nevertheless, con-
heart of the coun- Manaus B struction on the road
try was 'Fhe interesting began in 1958. The go-
excursion we had ahead signal was given
planned. Our destina- e> by the then President
tion was the beautiful | GolAs Juscelino Kubitschek,
: BRASILIA .
new_f_ederal capital ; GoianiafAminas who was also chiefly
Brasilia. So much had VA-AGERAISC/ responsible for promo-
we heard about it, we U AU *Belo Horizonte tion of the new capital
sac

felt we must see it our-
selves, especially since
a highway was now
completed and official-
ly open. BR-14 it is
called.

This two-lane road
cuts in almost a straight line from the
old Amazon River port city of Belem some
1,360 miles southward to Brasilia. Not un-
til the late 1950's did workers start build-
ing this modern city high on a plateau in
central Brazil. In April 1960 it became the
country’s capital. Now we looked forward
to the four-day bus trip over jungle high-
way BR-14 to Brasilia.

Interest Aroused

It had always been difficult to realize
how such a project as this highway could
ever be accomplished. Many thought it
impossible, from the engineering point of
view, to bridge those big rivers and cross
that swampy land. Imagine, too, penetrat-
ing areas infested with snakes, lizards,
jaguars and other dangerous creatures!
And then there were the obstacles of
dampness, disease and contaminated drink-
ing water.
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By “Awake!” correspondent in Braazil

at Brasilia. This road
was to be one of the
greatest achievements
of Brazil in terms of
skill and benefits for
the country. It would
open up areas virtual-
ly cut off from the industrialized southern
part of Brazil. Our interest was thorough-
ly aroused by the press notices recounting
the various steps as the project moved
forward.

Chief engineer Bernardo Sayao, with a
few thousand workmen and considerable
equipment, opened up work simultaneously
in the south at Tocantins River and in the
north at Guama River. Small clearings
were made here and there along the route
so helicopter-borne surveyors could do
their job in the midst of the jungle. Work-
men had to cross rivers, slash through
undergrowth and fell majestic timber
stands. Thus the way was opened for the
tractors to come in and start their vast
operations.

Disease did take its toll of the workmen,
many of them dying. Then just two weeks
before the crews from north and south
met, engineer Sayao, while resting in his

Rio de Janeiro
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tent under a big tree, was struck by a
falling limb. He died of the injuries.
Despite the hardships, nearly one year
after commencement of construction the
two crews met, and a trial run over the
road was made. Though ferries were nec-
essary at that time, these were later re-
placed by wooden bridges, and now fine
concrete bridges are being constructed.
The initial opening cost came to nearly
$30 million. Total cost till now, however,
has mounted to $300 million, including la-
bor, equipment, installations and upkeep.

Traveling the New Route

Having served as a woman missionary in
Brazil for over ten years, | was keenly
interested in seeing this new route that
promised to open up new fields for the
spread of the Bible’'s message. Some
claimed there were many unfriendly In-
dians and wild animals. Others said it was
a worthwhile educational trip, just to see
this miracle of modern engineering. So |
assumed the typically Brazilian point of
view—So vendo (one has to see for one-
self) . Thus one day in July an elderly lady
friend and | boarded the bus in Belem
about 6 a.m., and were soon heading south
on BR-14.

Though unpaved, the route was not too
bumpy, since it consisted mainly of hard-
packed red earth. | had expected to see
vines and bushes crowding to the road’s
edge, but instead was surprised to find
that a broad strip on each side of the
route was cleared. Here and there clear,
open fields could be seen, interspaced with
the higher jungle growth.

On the first day out we were delayed
somewhat by a flat tire. Fortunately, a
little tree offered us passengers shelter
from the broiling tropical sun. Then came
a lunch stop at a small settlement—a few
houses, one of which had been converted
into a restaurant. The tables were set
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home-style, food was plentiful, and the
price, no matter how much one took from
the large bowls and platters, was only one
dollar. The menu was varied—boiled
chicken, beef, pork, potatoes and the Bra-
zilian's everyday dish of beans and rice.
About 5 p.m. came the long-awaited re-
lief from the heat as the sun set, and again
it was time to stop, this time for dinner
around 6 p.m. and a night’s rest. The little
hotel was furnished with beds and straw
mattresses, as well as something even bet-
ter for these warm nights, namely, ham-
mocks. The shower stalls were busy, so we
simply had to wait our turn with towel,
soap and change of clothes in hand. It was
a task to remove the red dust that had
accumulated during the first day’s ride.
The roadway, in the rainy season, be-
comes practically impassable. In March
and April of 1964 some 200 trucks were
stuck at one time, occasioning considerable
loss through deterioration of merchandise.
Happily we were traveling during the dry
season, which lasts from about June to
September. Although everything is so
dusty, surely this is to be preferred to get-
ting stuck far from the settlements!
People at these settlements, by the way,
are very friendly. These folks came in and
built their settlements immediately on
completion of the road, so they could carve
out a new life in the wilderness, and per-
haps make a living out of service for trav-
elers. Many of these places are still without
electricity, hemmed in somewhat by the
nearby dense jungle. At first, only one bus
line kept them in touch with the world
outside, but now there are daily bus sched-
ules with waiting lists. The fare per pas-
senger is just slightly over $20 one way.
As we travel along it is interesting to
learn that there are about 175 different
species of trees here—some of them very
much in demand in the production of oils,
fats, rubber, dyes, matchboxes, paper, and
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timber for rough construction or fine fur-
niture. At present these vast forest re-
sources are being mapped out by the gov-
ernment. In fact, it is already known that
in one part of the state of Goias, through
which we passed, there is the “greatest
concentration of mahogany known to ex-
ist in the world today.” The production of
beans, rice, manioc, corn, sugarcane, oil-
producing palm trees and other crops is
expected to make this region prosperous.

Benefits to the Country

The traffic we observe on the route bears
out the expectation that this project would
open up a commercial artery over which
the commodities of the industrial south
would reach the north, and the raw ma-
terials of the vast Amazon basin would
reach the south. Indeed, well over three-
quarters of the traffic is cargo, while only
a small percentage is passenger service.

There is no doubt, too, from what we
see, that large sums of money are being
invested in agriculture, industry, general
development and construction along this
Highway BR-14. In the fast-growing Pa-
ragominas area of Goias State, where the
rich, fertile land is relatively low-priced,
there are all the signs of swift develop-
ment.

How Moths Fool

The Belem-Brasilia Highway has defi-
nitely opened up a new phase of Brazil's
social and economic life. The once-lonely
Amazon region, now linked by highway
with the rest of the country, beckons pio-
neer developers. Paving of the highway
is the next step, and there is no doubt
that this will promote tourist travel too,
for plans are being made to have modern
motels and gasoline stations strategically
located every 150 miles or so.

And now the capital. As we enter Brasi-
lia at dusk of the fourth day, we are
impressed by the lofty, well-spaced, ultra-
modern government buildings and residen-
tial apartments. As we ease into the bustle
of the city, it is quite a sensation to skim
along the smooth, brightly lit “freeway.”
We have reached journey’s end.

We can envision in the near future a
more leisurely trip over the same ground.
Then there will be more opportunity to
examine the scenery, the exotic birds and
plant life, the mighty rivers and perhaps
even some of the abundant wildlife. And
the thought pops into mind that, with
God’s new order now near at hand, much
of the development of this area may well
come when this old system with its com-
mercial exploitation is gone.

Bats

‘g Bats enjoy a meal of moths and use their sonar equipment to catch them. But

a moth’s detection system

is a highly sophisticated warning device that gives

moths time to fly for cover. Bats locate moths by sending out ultrasonic chirps
and the echoes tell them whether a moth is in reach or not. This device works well
up to about ten feet, but beyond that, the echo grows too faint for the bat to make
good use of it. On the other hand, the moth can hear the bat's chirp about 75 feet
away. So whenever the moth picks up the bat’s signal, it flies away from the sound’s
source and out of the bat’s reach. But within ten feet the moth has to do some
quick maneuvering. Sometimes it dives for the ground. At times it simply folds its
wings and drops. At other times it may use dive power, or it may spiral down. Some
moths taste bad to bats. These bad-tasting moths let out a strong clicking sound in
flight. Hearing this “click,” the bat stops its pursuit at once. The good-tasting moths,
however, will disguise themselves by sending an ultrasonic “click” to confuse the
bat. The frustrated bat will not give chase. But what the bat does not know is that
among the loudest “clickers” are the tastiest moths.
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Whose Proverbs Are
They?

HO wrote the proverbs found in the

book of Proverbs? For some three
thousand years the Bible’'s testimony was
generally accepted.

For example, at Proverbs 1:1 we read:
“The proverbs of Solomon the son of Da-
vid, the king of Israel.” Then again, at
Proverbs 10:1, we find the heading, “Prov-
erbs of Solomon.” And at Proverbs 25:1,
it states: “These also are the proverbs of
Solomon that the men of Hezekiah the
king of Judah transcribed.” Further, Prov-
erbs 30:1 names “Agur the son of Jakeh,”
and chapter 31 begins: “The words of
Lemuel the king, the weighty message that
his mother gave to him in correction.”

Thus the book of Proverbs might be
said to have five ‘by-lines’ identifying its
writers. The very fact that the last two
chapters are attributed to others than Sol-
omon and that Lemuel even credits his
mother is highly persuasive testimony that
the proverbs of chapters 1 through 29 were
not credited to Solomon merely because
of his famed wisdom as claimed by some.
They doubtless were among the three thou-
sand that he is said to have spoken. In
addition to the Bible's testimony there is
that of tradition, which all along has cred-
ited him with these proverbs.—1 Ki. 4:
29-34.

However, modern religious critics, by
and large, push all such testimony and
reasoning aside. Thus the New Catholic
Encyclopedia (1967) claims that “since
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Solomon enjoyed the reputation of being
a sage,” such books as Proverbs “came to
be pseudonymously”—that is, falsely fic-
titiously—“attributed to him, although
they were compilations of material origi-
nally anonymous.” And a leading Protes-
tant work, The Interpreter’s Dictionary of
the Bible (1962), says that “it is doubtful
that any of the proverbs goes back to Solo-
mon’s time.”

Why do many modern religious authori-
ties refuse to credit King Solomon with
writing the proverbs found in chapters
1 through 29 of the book of Proverbs?
Could it be that such have been deceived
because of their lack of faith, because of
their not wanting to believe? Their rea-
sons are far from persuasive.—2 Cor. 4:4;
2 Thess. 3:2.

Harper's Bible Dictionary (1957) criti-
cally argues that “the derogatory manner
in which monarchs are spoken of does not
represent the Solomonic era ... but a later
period. (Prov. 16:14; 19:12; 20:2; 25:3)”
But do these texts actually downgrade
monarchs? By no means! They merely
underscore the fact that the king was to
be held in awe. The strongest of the texts
cited reads: “The frightfulness of a king
is a growling like that of a maned young
lion. Anyone drawing his fury against him-
self is sinning against his own soul.”
—Prov. 20:2.

Yes, rather than derogating monarchs
or kings such texts in fact exalt them, for
kings were to be feared because of their
power, even as it is wisdom to fear God.
(Prov. 9:10) Bearing this out is Proverbs
24:21, which reads: “My son, fear Jeho-
vah and the king.” lllustrating this prin-
ciple was Jeroboam. He did elicit the
king's displeasure, in fact, that of none
other than Solomon himself, and so had to
flee for his life.—1 Ki. 11:26, 40.

Far from the book of Proverbs' dero-
gating monarchs it contains many texts
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that speak very favorably of them, such
as: “Loving-kindness and trueness—they
safeguard the king; and by loving-kindness
he has sustained his throne.” “The one
loving purity of heart—for the charm of
his lips the king will be his companion.”
(Prov. 20:28; 22:11) It might well be
asked, Is it honest to cite such texts that
speak of the rage of the king as examples
to prove that the book of Proverbs could
not have been written during Solomon’s
time, and ignore texts that speak of his
favor and loving-kindness, which texts are
even more numerous?—Prov. 16:10; 20:
8, 26; 29:4, 14.

Another argument used to try to prove
a late date for the book of Proverbs is
that it shows that ‘monogamy is the pre-
vailing domestic background of that pe-
riod.” But does the mere fact that the
Mosaic law tolerated polygamy mean that
it was the prevailing domestic background
in Solomon’s day? Not at all, if for no
other than economic reasons.

The presence of Aramaic words in the
book of Proverbs is another argument used
to claim a late date for the book of Prov-
erbs. But King Solomon may well have
become familiar with Aramaic expressions
by reason of his dealings with neighboring
lands or by reason of his foreign wives.
Besides, Aramaic was the native tongue
of Syria, which was a part of his empire.

Still another argument used for attrib-
uting a late date to the book of Prov-
erbs is the appearance of an alphabetic
poem at Proverbs 31:10-31, which style,
it is claimed, is “a relatively late Hebrew
form.” But not so. A number of the psalms
written by King David, the father of King
Solomon, are acrostics, or alphabetical
poems, such as Psalms 9,10,25, 34, 37,145.

Modern critics also like to point to the
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parallels between some of the proverbs in
the book of Proverbs and certain pagan
proverbs. However, far more telling for
Christian Bible students is the fact that
quite a number of both direct and indirect
quotations from the book of Proverbs ap-
pear in the Christian Greek Scriptures.*
Also most noteworthy is the fact that the
Creator is referred to as “God” only seven
or eight times, but as “Jehovah” some
seventy-five times, with instances of this
in nearly every chapter. Certainly such
counsel as “The name of Jehovah is a
strong tower. Into it the righteous runs
and is given protection,” is not of pagan
origin.—Prov. 18:10.

Further, the importance that the book
of Proverbs attaches to the figurative
heart might be said to be indicative of its
divine origin. The heart, by the Hebrew
word lebh, is mentioned more often in the
Bible book of Proverbs than in any other
with the exception of the book of Psalms,
which is four times as long. Among the
many striking expressions found in this
book is “in want [need] of heart.” It is
found eleven times, from 6:32 to 24:30 and
nowhere else in the Bible. Yes, “more than
all else that is to be guarded, safeguard
your heart, for out of it are the sources of
life.” (Prov. 4:23) The importance that
this book attaches to the fear of Jehovah,
mentioned some fifteen times, further ar-
gues for its divine authorship.

Truly, the testimony that the contents
of the book of Proverbs are as the Bible
presents them is weighty and compelling.
There is no reason to doubt the book’s
own testimony as to who its writers were.

* Prov. 1:16 at Rom. 3:15; Prov. 3:7 at Rom. 12:16;
Prov. 3:11, 12 at Heb. 12:5, 6; Prov. 3:34 at Jas. 4:6;
Prov. 10:12 at 1 Pet. 4:8; Prov. 11:31, LXX, at 1 Pet.
4:18; Prov. 25:21, 22 at Rom. 12:20 and Prov. 26:11 at
2 Pet. 2:22.



Back to Paradise

<> During the early weeks of
November, thousands of con-
vention delegates flocked to
convention sites on those is-
lands of the Pacific that have
come to be viewed by many as
the very symbols of paradise.
A crowd of 15,443 assembled
in Hawaii, 1,621 in Fiji and 614
in Tahiti, all to enjoy the pro-
gram of the “Peace on Earth”
International Assembly of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses. Much as
they enjoyed the natural beau-
ty of the islands where they
gathered, they were keenly
aware that more than swaying
palms and warm lapping wa-
ters are needed to make a
genuine paradise. It is also
vital that the people live to-
gether in peace, their lives
governed by love for God and
love for neighbor. Appropri-
ately, at the conventions in
Fiji and Hawaii, the Watch
Tower Society’'s president,
N. Pl. Knorr, addressed the
delegates on the subject “The
Road Back to Peace in Para-

dise,” and in Tahiti, F. W.
Franz, vice-president of the
Society, spoke on “The Ap-

proaching Peace of a Thou-
sand Years.” The convention-
ers, from many tribal and
national backgrounds, greatly
appreciated the peaceful at-
mosphere that prevailed at
each of these assemblies. To
date, at the twenty-four “Peace
on Earth” assemblies held
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during 1969, the total atten-
dance was 986,926, and the
assembly series was not yet
finished.

Military Spending Cost

<> The Stockholm Internation-
al Peace Research Institute
reportedly disclosed that “the
world’s military spending—
$173.4 billion for 1968— now
exceeds the total amount of
all goods and services it pro-
duced in 1900.” The rate is
said to be accelerating. To-
gether the United States and
the Soviet Union account for
some 70 percent of the world’s
military spending.

Man'’s Second Moon Landing

<> Eight hours of walking on
the moon highlighted Ameri-
ca’s second manned mission
to the lunar surface a quarter
million miles away. In all, the
men spent 311 hours on the
moon’s Ocean of Storms on
November 19 and 20. The men
returned to earth with 80
pounds of rocks for scientists,
and pieces of an unmanned
spacecraft, Surveyor 3, which
landed on the moon 21 years
ago. The moon mission was
executed by astronauts Charles
Conrad, Jr., Alan L. Bean and
Richard F. Gordon, Jr.

Germ Warfare Renounced
<> President Nixon declared on
November 25 that the United

States would not engage in
germ warfare and also re-
nounced all but defensive uses
of chemical-warfare weapons.
The president said the U.S.
would not use bacteriological
weapons even to retaliate
against an enemy attack. He
ordered existing American
germ-warfare weapons de-
stroyed. However, sources at
the White Plouse stated that
the president’s order did not
include tear gas and chemical
defoliants, which the United
States has been using in Viet-
nam.

Oil for Less

<> Iran produces nearly 300
million tons of oil each year,
of which the United States
imports less than four million
barrels. The U.S. agreed to
consider this year an increase
in American imports of Ira-
nian oil. Why? Iran is willing
to sell at one dollar less per
barrel than American pro-
ducers.

Appreciative Visitors

<> How would you like to have
2,155 guests visit you in a
single day? On Thursday, No-
vember 27, this number of
visitors came from at least
fifteen different states to tour
the complex of buildings that
make up the Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society’s printing
plant and Bethel home in
Brooklyn, New York. In some
twenty-five chartered buses, by
car and subway they arrived.
From Wisconsin and Michigan
three chartered planes came,
filled with persons who wanted
to see for themselves what is
being done at the world head-
quarters of Jehovah’'s wit-
nesses. A New York policeman
who aided in parking the buses
was visibly overwhelmed at
the idea that so many people
from so many places were so
keenly interested in a printing
plant that they would make
long trips to visit it on their
day off. Those who took the

tour were deeply impressed
with what they saw and
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learned. They knew that all
the work was done by volun-
teers, ministers of Jehovah'’s
witnesses who are keenly inter-
ested in seeing that Bibles and
Bible-study literature be made
available to people in every
part of the earth. But they
were amazed at the vast quan-
tity of such literature that they
saw being produced. During
October and November alone,
6,152,988 bound books and
33,474,368 Watchtower and
Awake! magazines were print-
ed here. Their visit also afford-
ed them opportunity to view,
at least from the outside, the
Society’s newly acquired build-
ings (formerly the Squibb
property), which double the
amount of available factory
space.

Vatican Warns the Press

<$> Newsmen applying for
press cards at the Vatican
press office in November were
reminded that anyone who
demonstrated an “incorrect at-
titude” toward the Roman
Catholic Church might lose his
credentials. Reporters fumed.
A Vatican insider reportedly
said: “Journalists today try
to write like theologians, get-
ting involved in highly contro-
versial doctrinal matters. Any
journalist who behaves irre-
sponsibly in doing this kind
of reporting can damage the
religious consciences of Cath-
olic readers around the world.”
The consciences of many Cath-
olics are very sensitive because
of the many changes within
the church in recent years.

Arms-Limitation Talks

At Helsinki, Finland, in
mid-November, the United
States and Russia opened talks
on strategic-arms limitation.
The Soviet's representative
Vladimir S. Semenov said his
government attaches “great
importance” to the talks. Ge-
rard C. Smith, for the United
States, said he was convinced
agreement is “in the mutual
interests” of both nations. The
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basic goal of the negotiators
is to limit strategic weapons
such as ocean-spanning mis-
siles, long-range bombers and
defensive-weapon systems.

Sato-Nixon Pact

<% In the third week of No-
vember, Prime Minister Eisaku
Sato of Japan met with Presi-
dent Richard Nixon of the
United States to discuss the
future of Okinawa. After three
days of talks, it was agreed
that the U.S. will return OKi-
nawa to Japanese rule in
1972, and that American mili-
tary facilities on the island
will be retained but governed
by the 1951 Japanese-U.S.
Security Treaty. Nuclear weap-
ons, it was agreed, would also
be removed from Okinawa.

Divorce Bill in Italy

<> Italy may someday have a
divorce bill. In the last ninety-
one years the Roman Catholic
Church has managed to block
twelve attempts to pass such
a bill. But on November 28 the
Chamber of Deputies passed a
divorce bill by a margin of
325 to 283 over the opposition
of the church. The Senate,
however, must approve the bill
before it can become law.

Christendom’s Decline

# The “era of Christendom is
over,” stated Dr. Eugene Car-
son Blake, of the World Coun-
cil of Churches. This is seen
in sagging church member-
ships, lower attendance figures
and a declining influence in
Europe and in America. Blake
said: “We are in a secularizing
age, and the idea of the church
dominating culture or dominat-
ing government has gone. This
is complete.” A longtime Lu-
theran educator, Dr. Clarence
C. Stoughton of Springfield,
Ohio, said: “Our people are in
rebellion against the church.
This is a quiet rebellion, one
in which people are simply
walking out and never coming
back.”

DDT Lingers Long

# If the pesticide DDT were
outlawed tomorrow, “it would
take 10 years or longer” to
cleanse the nation of effects
already caused by the insect
killer, said Health, Education
and Welfare Secretary Robert
H. Finch of the United States.

“Slow Suicide”

<> According to Prof. J. G.
Scadding, a British specialist
at the Institute of Diseases
of the Chest, Brompton Hos-
pital, chronic bronchitis Kkills
30,000 people a year in Britain
—the highest mortality from
the disease in the world—and
yet it is largely preventable.
In the booklet How Not to Get
Bronchitis he says that any
man who continues smoking
after contracting the malady
is committing “slow suicide.”
In simple terms, he said, every
smoker with morning cough
has it. That is the mildest stage
of the disease. The ideal recipe
is not to smoke and to live in
an area of low air pollution.

The Clergy No Example

<> In an article, Dr. Max Raf-
ferty, California superinten-
dent of public instruction,
refers to the relativists in reli-
gion. “The relativists,” he said,
“can shrivel up your faith in
everything large, divine and
comfortable until you're left
with a little, rotten, shredded
ball of shoddy skepticism,
flavored with an occasional
dash of sheer superstition.”
And who are the greatest sup-
porters of relativism? He an-
swers: the clergy. And he
goes on to say: “There’'s no
deadlier enemy than the sick
preacher . . . he’s a more dan-
gerous corrupter of youth than
the Devil himself.”

Crime in Washington

<> Washington, D.C., the capi-
tal of the United States, has
many problems, but one of
the biggest is crime. U.S. News
& World Report says that
crime in Washington “has
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reached crisis proportions.”
President Nixon referred to it
as “a national problem,” a
“disgraceful situation.” Schools
are in turmoil, racked by vio-
lence and vandalism. Teachers
are appealing for police pro-
tection. Venereal disease is
epidemic: the gonorrhea rate
is seven times the national
average; the syphilis rate, 10
times. In the 12 months ended
September 30, there were
58,662 serious crimes commit-
ted in this city. That figures
out to one crime for every 14
residents, an average of 160
serious crimes every day. Rob-
beries are increasing faster
than any other type of crime
and murder is second. Ameri-
ca's capital city has become a
city of fear.

An ‘Honest Job’
<95 A Baptist minister in North
Carolina left his pulpit to enter

the business world. As public
relations director of a bank he
said his new job gave him
“an opportunity to work in an
institution that’'s honest.” “In
business we agree to cutthroat
competition—and we go about
it in a fair way. In a church,
you never make this agree-
ment. . . . There is, instead, a
dishonesty.”

Salt and Heat Exhaustion

# It is generally believed that
the taking in of Ilimited
amounts of salt relieves heat
exhaustion. Recent studies re-
veal that the opposite can be
the case. A study of Israeli
youngsters working in the 100-
degree-F. to 130-degree-F. heat
of Israeli fields showed severe
potassium deficits among heat-
exhausted youths taking salt
tablets. When they stopped
the sodium-chloride-tablet in-
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take and increased the potas-
sium intake instead, the prob-
lem vanished. Researchers say
that sodium replacement does
relieve heat exhaustion when
it is first taken into the body
and therefore gives one the
feeling of relief, but the pro-
cess then reverses itself and
a person becomes more ex-
hausted as a result.

Leopard Skins and Ladies

<& Professional hunters say
that about the only thing that
will stop poachers from killing
the African leopard, and thus
save the beast from extinction,
is to have women stop wearing
leopard-skin coats. Hunters get
$240 to $600 for a large skin.
Some stores in New York have
announced that they would
heed the cry to preserve the
animal by not selling leopard
coats.

Jesus told the leaders of his day that all kinds of men were
responding to his message, even though they themselves
were not. Today, the experiences of “all sorts of men”
heeding the “good news” being preached by Jehovah's wit-
nesses would fill a book. In fact, they do—the 1970 Yearbook
of Jehovah’s Witnesses. For example, read what effect God's
truth had on a film actress, a “carnival queen,” a profes-
sional musician, “hippies,” a matador and a landlady whose
boardinghouse was used for prostitution. Send for your copy
today. Only 50c. Send also for the 1970 calendar, only 25c.
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Please send me [
25c). | am enclosing
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117 ADAMS ST.

Street and Number
or Route and Box

BROOKLYN,
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ARE you one of the thousands of persons disappointed by the
materialistic trend of most religions? or by the internal dis-
sension, the disagreement among church leaders as to what
the members of their own flocks should be taught, or what
they should be “permitted” or “not permitted” to do accord-
ing to their “articles of faith”? Are you disheartened or dis-
illusioned by the number of churchmen who are teaching
that “Gced is dead”?

So severe has been the reaction to the position taken by
church leaders that thousands of former staunch church mem-
bers no longer find satisfaction in continuing their association.
But many of these sincere people still feel a desire to worship
God. They are among those the apostle of Jesus said are seek-
ing God “if they might grope for him and really find him,
although, in fact, he is not far off from each one of us.”

Are you one of these? If so, then take hope! Never before
in man’s history has knowledge of God’s purpose for mankind
been so advanced. Never before has it been possible for us to
see so clearly what the immediate future holds. And one of
the outstanding evidences of this is the very serious failure
of the churches to supply the spiritual strength people need
to face this modern world’'s changing and corrupting moral
standards.

A real champion of God's Word, the Holy Bible, and of God’s
kingdom that will restore God's rightful place in the hearts
of men is The Watchtovoer. For ninety years this faithful
journal has been pointing forward to this very time, urging
people to turn to the Bible because of the spiritual famine that
the Bible itself foretold was to come in our generation.

Now that famine is here! But you can escape it and enjoy
spiritual food in abundance. Will you take advantage of it?
It could be the turning point in your life. Send for and read

Sent postpaid anywhere, one year for $1.

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN, N.Y.

Please send me The Watchtower for one year. | am enclosing $1. For mailing the coupon I am
to receive free the three timely booklets Man's Rule About to Give Way to Godys Rule, When God
Is King over All the Earth and alLook! I Am Making All Things New."
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