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“# is already the hour for

~—Romans 13:11

you to awake,”

@
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 How b C’om/ort Otizers
INGRIEF |

TDERHAPS the majority of us will some-
1 time during our lifetime meet persons
who are greatly distressed and need our
help. What can we say or do that will
comfort them? When friends suffer injury
or bereavement, we often want desperate-
ly to console them, but do we know how?
When sending a letter or a card of con-
dolence, for example, what can we say
that will bring true consolation to the one
who is sorrowing?

Many persons fall short of the mark
when it comes to offering true comfort o
mourners. Embarrassed and uncomfort-
able in the face of deep sorrow or death,
they often do not know just what to say
or do. Knowing just what to do when
faced with this problem would, in fact, be
a comfort to the comforter.

In order to be of greatest service to the
grief-stricken one, one must be able to
share his sorrow. This is not as hard as
many people think. If you are normally
compassionate, then just be yourself, Your
presence will be felt and appreciated.
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However, putting deep feelings into
words is not easy for many persons. Often
they do not know what to say and so may
say very little, But this is not as objec-
tionable as they may think. Some of the
truest sympathy is conveyed through a
warm handclasp or an embrace.

If the bereaved want to talk of their
loss, let them; in fact, encourage them to.
As they speak, this will help the timid or
inhibited ones to speak up with words of
encouragement and comfort. Sometimes
it is not what is said that counts as much
as one’s being present with the bereaved.

Apply Human Understanding

When comforting people in sorrow, it is
well to be understanding as well as com-
passionate. Comforting Bible talk can help
some people escape from the silence that
largely engulfs them. The warm thoughts
of God are uplifting and encouraging at
moments such as these, But the principle
of moderation should be kept in mind.

Some hospitals advise being cheerful,
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but here, too, the counsel needs to be
qualified. A person with a heavy heart
may be in no position to appreciate ef-
forts at humor. Often a warm handclasp
along with a word or two of encourage-
ment are all that are needed. A light quip
may be misunderstood. The bereaved may
feel that the comforter is not aware of
the depth of his distress. So be under-
standing.

To share the sorrows of others is to
give a portion of oneself. When Jesus
Christ visited the family of Lazarus, he
"did not feel called on to betray no emo-
tions. No, he himself gave way to tears.

(John 11:35) When tears are shed in sin-
cerity, this lets the bereaved one know
that there are others who deeply feel the
~ loss too. Tears show not only feeling but
understanding as well.

Christians, of all people, are compas-
sionate. They are, in fact, told to ‘clothe
themselves with the tender affections of
compassion.” {Col. 3:12) So it would be
guite normal for them to shed tears. Said
an understanding friend to one who felt
utterly desolate: “Cry if you need to, hut
please don’t insist on crying alone.” So
they sat together, sometimes talking and
sometimes not. Sometimes there was an
occasional sound of tears and a sniffle.
This bereaved person said that this under-
standing person’s quiet, compassionate
manner gave her the strength she needed.
“It was what she did not do that helped
almost as much as what she did,” the be-
reaved said. “She did not urge me not to
cry; she did not try to distract me with
constant chatter . . , She simply gave her
presence as support, and I shall never for-
get it.” She was neither frightened nor
embarrassed by tears. Neither should we
be. Her quiet manner showed that she
understood how to bear the sorrows of
others and thus was able to offer true
comfort,
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Offering Firm Encouragement

A woman who keenly felt the loss of
her husband was helped by what her doc-
tor said to her. Months later she said:
“My doctor had been justified in remind-
ing me—a little sternly—that my situa-
tion was not unique, that millions of other
human ecreatures down the centuries have
known the feeling of being forsaken, the.
physical frustration, the loss of zest for
life. ‘“Above all,” he said, ‘don’t be ashamed
of your feelings. You are fiesh and blood.
Just thank God for that! ” Many bereaved
and depressed people have to be reminded
of that fact. Firm reminders are often a
source of encouragement.

Evidently Christians in the apostle Pe-
ter’s day had need of similar advice. Writ-
ing to Christians who had endured much
suffering and who were about to endure
more, Peter said: “The same things in
the way of sufferings arc being accom-
plished in the entire association of your
brothers in the world. But, after you have
suffered a little while, the God of all un-
deserved kindness . . . will make you firm,
he will make you strong.” (1 Pet. 5:9, 10)
This encouraging advice is timely today,
and Christians would do well to remind
suffering fellow believers of it. There is a
time when firmness can be an act of kind-
ness resulting in encouragement and
sirength.

Use of the Scriptures

A ;timely discussion of the Bible's en-
couraging promises for the future can be
most upbuilding to those who suffer deep
sorrow. Christians can guide the thoughts
of the mourner away from the immediate
tragedy to the happy times that were en-
joyed together in life. The hopeful prom-
ises of God for the future concerning a
paradise earth can also be discussed.
(2 Pet, 3:13; Rev. 21:4, 5) Mourners gen-
erally are comforted by the thoughts of
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God, Deliver them from the heart and
they may find their way to the heart.

In the small book “Make Sure of Al
Things, Hold Fast to What Is Fine,” un-
der the heading “Death,” on page 142, is
a collection of Scripture texts that could
prove invaluable on such occasions. Un-

der the subheading “Cause of Death,”

scriptures are listed to show that man was
created to live, not to die, that God warned
against the course that would lead to
death. Under another subheading, “Condi-
tion of the Dead,” scriptures are present-
ed to show that a dead person is uncon-
scious and inactive in the grave. And
under still another subheading, “Deliver-
ance from Death,” we find Bible proof
that dead ones under the ransom, both
the righteous and the unrighteous, will
be resurrected by the power of God. Here
are talking points to help mourners.

Helping Brooders

No one should want to ride roughshod
over another person’s needs for privacy
and solitude, especially so during mo-
ments of sorrow, There are times when
the grief-stricken person wants to be alone
and should be left alone, and a good friend
can usually distinguish between the genu-
ine need and a kind of withdrawal and
brooding brought on by depression. There
is a tendency to want to shut the heart
1o others when a deep injury to the spirit
has been sustained, lest hurt be heaped
upon hurt. But there are times when
friends must invade this area, to the good
of the bereaved.

For example, a pioneer minister of Je-
hovah’s witnesses told of her experience
following her husband’s sudden death. She
said: “After my husband’s death, I de-
bated in my mind whether I should attend
the meetings at the Kingdom Hall as we
regularly did and to sit in our customary
spot. The Kingdom Hall, of all places, was
most intimately connected with my hus-

NOVEMEER 8, 1568

band. He was a servant in the congrega-
tion for many years. My absence at meet-
ings, I reasoned to myself, would be
completely understood, perhaps even ex-
pected by some. Yet an instinct told me
to take head-on the business of facing life.
How thankful I was when my Christian
brothers came by and insisted that I ac-
company them to the Kingdom Hall. It
gave me strength to do what I knew to
be right, but could not in my own strength
bring myself to do.”

Another woman who received aid said:
“The person who helped me most after
my uncle died was a friend who dragged
me to the supermarket whenever she went
shopping. I'm grateful that Anna persisted
against my stubborn protests,” These ex-
periences teach us that the hereaved must
face life anew, and the sooner they do,
the better for them. However, at times
they will need the assistance of friends
to prevent them from becoming over-
whelmed by their own depressions and
SOTrow.

Friends, relatives and loved ones are
naturally moved at times of sorrow to
manifest concern. This is right and prop-
er, The bereaved should fully accept this
love that flows from those concerned. The
many friends we have will help sustain
us with their manifestation of love and
concern during dark, trouhlesome hours.
‘People came with warm handclasps and
instinctive sympathy. The Iove that flowed
like a great tidal wave through our King-
dom Hall family blessed us all. I know
now that the healing process for any of
life’s sorrows can begin the moment we
stop resisting them,’ said one wha had suf-
fered much grief. It is a lesson from which
we all can benefit,

Comforting Children
Children who suffer loss are particular-
ly sensitive and in need of tender, loving
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care. A child's consolation may come
mainly in knowing that he is not only
loved but needed during the periods of
sorrow. A wife said that her grief was
diffused by worrying over her ten-year-
old son. The son, on the other hand, found
his load bearable when told: “Now you're
the man of the house. You must be brave
and encourage your mother during her
time of deep sorrow.” The boy sensed his
responsibility and tried his best to behave
as a man. It helped him carry his load.

Three children, whose parents died sud-
denly in an automobile accident recently,
were encouraged with the Scriptural hope
of the resurrection. They trusted so im-
plicitly in God's promise to bring back
the dead that they were able to absorb
their tragic loss with only minor signs of
emotional disturbances. The daughter al-
ways hopefully expressed to her school
friends that she will see her parents in
the resurrection. Her faith never ceased to
amaze those who listened to her. Her
relatives and friends helped considerably
too by showing loving care for them, by
giving them things to do and demonstrat-
ing concern and love.

Therefore, do not hesitate to discuss
with children the encouraging promises of
God’s Word about the resurrection and
the coming paradise earth. Their little
minds and hearts will flash with interest,
You will be encouraged at the sight of
their unwavering faith. Children take
great comfort in the words recorded at
Revelation 21:4, which says that God
“will wipe out every tear from [men’s]
eyes, and death will be no more, neither
will mourning nor outery nor pain be any
more,” These hopeful promises need to he
repeated to children over and over again,
because they forget so quickly. And they
never tire of them. Each time they are
told their delight abounds.
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Sending Cards and Letters

Today, with busy schedules facing so
many people, more and more persons go
to the store and buy sympathy cards.
Cards and letters are indeed proper ways
to express our sorrow' and sympathy.
Every manifestation of interest, every vis-
it, every card, every letter, every tele-
phone call helps heavy-hearted mourners.
It tells them that someone cared enough
to break the stride of his own daily sched-
ule long enough to express concern. Those
who wish to comfort the mourners in
these ways show that they are willing to
share some of the bereaved one’s sorrows.

In addition to sending commercial cards
with thought-out, printed messages, many
persons like to add a few words of their
very own, But what should one say? Put-
ting deep feelings into words is hard for
some, Even the simplest things are often
difficult to express in one’s own handwrit-
ing. What should one say in a card or
letter? Simply put down on paper the
loving thoughts that moved you to write.
A few words in your own handwriting, ex-
pressed in your way, will likely carry
more welght and warmth and meaning
than all the beautiful commercial phrases
in the world. They are your words, your
thoughts, your sentiments, and that is
what counts, “I can’t put things fancy,”
a letter began, “but I just want to say that
your father was my best friend and every
child in the school looked up to him.” The
family cherished that letter above all the
cards and other commercial notes that
they received. Why? Because it was the
person’s very own, writlen from the
warmth of his heart.

Coniinued Thoughtfulness

True consolation cannot be limited to
a few days. It often needs to extend over
a period of time until the bereaved has
fully recovered from his loss. An individ-
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ual once made this observation: “The be-
reaved person is usually surrounded by
friends and cushioned by every comfort
they can provide—at first. But what hap-
pens a few weeks later? The anesthetic of
his initial shock has worn off. The sad
little tasks that kept him busy are all ac-
complished, The friends drift off to their
own concerns., He is left alone too soon.”
Where are those friends that flocked to
his side during those early days? More
than ever now he needs help. He feels
empty inside, lonely. Therefore, some well-
placed telephone calls, an invitation out to
dinner, an occasional visit, a bunch of
flowers, can be most helpful weeks and
months after the shock of the tragedy
has worn off.

How can friends further show their
continued thoughtfulness? They can in-
clude the bereaved one in their own ac-
tivities, taking that one with them on
trips, inviting that one over when enter:

talning others, and so forth. Doing a per-
son’s household chores or shopping may
take a little planning and extra energy,
but the rewards are unforgettable. Such
expressions never fail to have a healing
effect on the bereaved. Their surprising
effect is delightful. There may be errands
that need to ke run. Perhaps you can care
for some of these or provide transporta-
tion. Anyone who has ever mourned can
vouch for the lasting impact of such
thoughtful pestures in the Ionely weeks
and months that follow the initial flurry
of attentive callers.

So it is not just one simple call or card
that comforts a mourning one, but steady
interest and care born of love, until the
mourner finds strength to return to the
normal functions of life, to live to the
glory and praise of Jehovah, “the Father
of tender mercies and the God of all
comfort,”—2 Cor. 1:1-3.

C.De}ending Bible frl'uth in School

® By defending God’s truth a young witness
of Jehovah helped her teacher to learn who
Jehovah is. Here is how she did ii:

“One day we were studying a chapter in
our school history book on ancient history.
The particular chapter we were considering
dealt with ancient Bible history of the naticn
of Israel. The history book made the state-
ment that Jehovah was the name of the God
of the Hebrews. At the conclusion of the chap-
ter, our teacher gave us a written test. One
of the questions asked was, Who is Jehovah?
I remembered what the history book had said,
but I knew that Jehovah is our God too and
I wanted to make a point of this. So I wrote
this down as the answer.

"When I received my test paper back I noted
that it was marked ninety-nine, Looking down
to see what I had missed, I saw that my an-
swer about Jehovah was marked wrong. After
I arrived home, I mentioned it to my parents.
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My father suggested that I go to my teacher
and ask her why she marked my answer
wrong.

“The next morning I approached my teacher
and I asked her about it. She replied, ‘Jeho-
vah was only the Hebrews' God.’ I took her
Bible off her desk and showed her God's
name Jehovah at Psalm 83:18. She exclaimed
in surprise, ‘I never knew that Jehovah was
the name of our God before.” I also told her
that she could find Jehovah’s name in three
other places in her Bible,

“On hearing this, she took my test paper
and changed my grade to ohe hundred. Thus
I was able to make known our God’s name
Jehovah to my teacher and also receive a
grade of one hundred.”

No doubt about it, if one is always ready
to make a defense in a tactful, mild way, he
will see good results. He will attract seekers
of God's truth.—1 Pet, 3:15,
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DESKE

—Lands of Living Marvels <

E LIVE on a very special planet.

Earth is full of life! Myriad forms of
life ,thrive deep within its sails, through-
out its skies and waters. In fact, life ap-
pears insistently amid seemingly unlivable
circumstances,

Truly, the unconguerableness of life is
nowhere bhetter proved than within the
nineteen areas listed as prineipal deserts
of the earth, These arid showcases are
lands of marvel. Imagine living where
daily temperatures range from high above
100° F. to below freezing; where sand
glare and dust give way to an emerald
oasis when drenched by a quick rain;
where vast amounts of precious ores and
minerals are mined yearly. Furthermore,
deserts are a specialized neighborhood
tenanted by unique fauna (animals) and
flora (vegetation). These animals and
plants offer tenacious proof that many,
many forms of life are really quite at
home in desert lands.

The mighty king of these desert blan-
kets is the some 3,000,000-square-mile Sa-
hara, which is almost as large in area as
the United States, Its enormity is better
grasped by realizing that its greatest
length is some 3,200 miles, or greater
than the distance between New York city
and San Francisco. The Sahara is followed
by the great desert of central Australia,
the Gobi Desert in Mongolia and the Kal-
ahari Desert of South Africa.

The most extensively investigated des-
erts are those of the North American con-
tinent. However, deserts also appear in
the Soviet Union, Peru and near the south-
ern tip of South America. But whether
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small or large, in
all the deserts a
wonderful story &

of life persists, ™

Desert Areas Increase

With the passing of centuries the sizes
of deserts have increased, and lands for-
merly lush with vegetation have become
desertlike. Why? Authorities generally
agree that man’s neglect is a principal
reason. In his book Across the Great Des-
erts, P. T. Etherton said: “Neglect and
destruction of this protective vegetation

. . is said to be the reason why Irag,
Syria and Palestine, once ‘lands flowing
with milk and honey,” have become large-
ly arid and barren.”

Once man begins the scalping process,
wind action, not lack of water, is thought
to. be more important in creating deserts.
With the absence of trees and other soil-
holding plants, the wind blows surface
soil away and exposes the subsoil, One
authority explains: “In bygone days much
of the Sahara (great desert) was open
grassland . . . even in the Gobi there is
evidence of much greater communities
having lived there than is the case today.”

In the United States, too, neglect has
produced alarming man-made barren
wastes out of once proud virgin lands of
forests. Nineteenth-century settlers rolled
across the continent, felling vast forests
to make room for farms and homesteads.
From the deforested lands, winds swept
away as much as twenty feet of topsoil
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in a century. Dust storms carried soil
from western prairies into houses and
streets of New York, 1,500 miles distant,
just as soil from the Sahara has settled
in Central Europe and on ships at sea off
the west coast of Africa. The marching
dunes of the Sahara have even buried
whole cities!

Yet, despite this neglect that has creat-
ed and increased desert areas, deserts are
lands of living marvels, Their story is of
a very intense kind of life, a study of
things that may jar and dismay persons
conditioned by temperate circumsiances
where life is less intense. This intensity
of life is reflected in desert animals,

“Ships of the Desert”

The camel s just such an intense and
vital creature. You may have heard him
called the “ship of the desert.” It has been
said of him, “the camel is a boor.” But
in the desert he does not have much use
for social charms. Since camels are nat-
ural pacers, that is, they move their great
legs in lateral pairs, they do produce the
rocking motion of a small boat wallowing
in the troughs of the waves, and that may
he why they were dubbed *ships of the
desert.” At any rate, what magnificent
ships they are! Their dusty wake acress a
sandy skillet manifests an order of en-
durance that would wilt any other beast.

T. E. Lawrence owned a great camel
named Ghazala that, as he reports, “aver-
aged fifty miles a day; eighty was good;
in an emergency we might do 110 miles in
twenty-four hours; twice the Ghazala, our
greatest camel, did 143 miles alone with
me.” Of course, these camels like Ghazala
are the prize camels, always mares, whose
ride is so smooth that Arabs call it “swim-
ming.” A book can be comfortably read
astride them, On the other hand, the low-
Iy untrained camels hardly ever do more
than two and a half miles an hour, but
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then no one is in a particular hurry in
the desert, especially not the Bedouin.

The Bedouin could tell you best about
the camel. He calls the camel “God’s gift,”
and, after all, the collapse of his great
heast could mean his death. They veally
love their “gift,” and therefore the poor
spcial grace and complaining nature of
the camel is understandably seldom seen.
For example, the Bedouin will fondle and
kiss the big animal, all the while mur-
muring endearments., And at intervals
throughout the night it has been observed
that the camel will come over, moaning
softly, to sniff at his owner where he lies
before going back to graze.

The camel is like a farm to the Bedouin,
even like the tractor that goes with a
farm, since the camel provides a mount
and does often pull a plow. She furnishes
milk at the rate of four or five quarts a
day, also wool, leather, flesh for meat;
even camel dung is used for cooking. Since
water is vital 1o desert persons, they pur-
sue any source of it intently, to the dis-
may of westerners when they encounter
the strangest use of a camel’s product.
And that is the use to which its urine is
pak,

Mothers tenderly bathe
newborn babies in camel
urine, Bedouins use it as a
cure for acne, and
drink it as a specific
against fever. They
also use it as a mouth
rinse, purgative and
even as a petif
coup, which
means a small
drink before
breakfast. As nat-
urally as girls in
aother lands
use patent
hair prepara--




tions, Bedouin damsels may use camel -

urine to wash their hair and as a henna
rinse, Do you admire that alluring red
tinge to the young Bedouin’s beard? Can
vou guess where it came from?

Camel urine is used to kill parasites of
the head, too, and as a face wash. It is
also said to bring color to the cheeks or
warm the hands during chilly weather. Nor
is all this necessarily an offensive thing.
One authority described the precious lig-
uid, saying: “It smells sweetly of herhs
and aromatic plants.”

If the camel is like a farm, what an
- enduring farm indeed! Major Leonard
once described its peerless endurance as
follows: “It is simply wonderful to see
him plod along althotigh utterly worn out.
He does not give up easily but clings to
life, and goes on and on until he drops;
and when he does drop, you may take it
as a foregone conclusion that he will never
get up again, . . . His calm, stoical endur-
ance under intense pain and suffering has
excited many a time my compassion as
well as my admiration.”

Other Intriguing Animals

Desert lands are also known for many
animals besides the camel. The lurking
lizards, snakes and vultures circling grim-
ly overhead are only some of the support-
ing actors in the desert story, and by no
means the only ones. A zoological list of
them would fill many pages. And yet, re-
member that their array exists despite the
fact that, of all land areas, the deserts
seem one of the most unsuitable to life,

Each creature, therefore, is intent on
being self-sufficient and quick to find and
use the vital things. Happily, there are as
many forms of this type of life on the
desert floors as there are moods in life.
There are funny little creatures, magnifi-
cent ones, frightful ones and friendly onhes,
all sharing the desert marvels.
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An almost laughsble contrast is seen in
the kit fox and the clumsy Gila (hee-la)
monster, The kit fox is the smallest of
the foxes. It has short, stout limbs. It is
not really as fast as commonly believed,
but it has a most extraordinary ability to
make guick turns and take advantage of
any scant cover,

On the other hand, the Gila monster
likes to spend the hottest days in a kind
of stupor called estivation. Even when it
moves it is very sluggish. It is thick-tailed
and the possessor of fanglike teeth that
communicate with poison glands in the
lower jaw.

Some of the more magnificent desert
creatures are the desert bighorn, or wild
sheep. They find their most ideal condi-
tions for existence in the almost waterless,
desolate rocky rahges that jut up from the
low desert plains. Even deer are desert
neighbors. The California mule deer is a
yvear-round resident of the deserts of Pima
and Yuma counties along the lower Colo-
rado River in midwestern Arizona.

Degert Birds

The sky over a desert home is beauti-
fied by a variety of large and small birds,
the smallest being the desert humming-
bird, Two unusual varieties of birds are
the roadrunner and the verdin.

The verdin is a tiny bird and is of a
nervous temperament, and yet, without
appearing much disturbed, it will let you
sit for hours under the nest while it comes
and goes. Their nests are large and easy
to see, Often they poke so much into a
nest, it appears as if about to burst. They
add color to the scene. The male is bright
olive green and yellow, whereas the fe-
male has only two patches of color.

The roadrunner is a California desert
comedy due to its strange punctuality and
great activity. An invalid person living
on the desert told of a roadrunner that
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passed her porch regularly at 12:235 p.m.
every day for over a week, never varying
by over a few minutes. One observer
spotted a roadrunner that would go into a
cactus patch after a thirty-minute sun-
bath, whereupon it would perform a suc-
cession of dizzy leaps and jumps and hur-
ried flights and runs, going round and
round a cactus clump perhaps as many
as twenty times, and then go annoy a
family pet cat,

A rare find among birds is the hiber-
nating poorwill. Hibernating is a trait ob-
servable in many animals, but was not
established as an observed fact in birds
prior to 1947. The Hopi Indians call this
bird Holchko, “the sleeping one.”

Insects of the Desert

The most inexhaustible stock of strange
detail lies within the desert galleries of
insect life, Most persons are familiar with
the centipede, tarantula and scorpion, but
what have we here?

It is a moving mass of colored fuzz
covered with a deep cushion of black hair
on head and thorax and brick-red hair on
the abdomen. Look how fast it moves on
its slender black legs. It is not an ant,
even though those iwo large black eyes
make it look like one. It is what insect
specialists call a mutillid, a wasp. See it
run out its long black stinger—a stinger
almost as long as the abdomen itself. This
little creature is called a “singing ant” by
many persons because of its ability to
force air in and out of the breathing tubes
located on the sides of the body, causing
a high-pitched singing note to be sounded.

A curious thing about the mutillid is
what it lives on. It is said to subsist on the
nectar of flowers, but where in dry, hot
summer days and in autumn does the mu-
tillid get either nectar or water? Said Ed-
mund E. Jacgeer in Desert Wildlife:
“Never have I seen a mutillid in a flower,
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even when flowers are plentiful. They are
always seen on the ground. Yet hour after
hour, day after day, they run rapidly over
hot, barren rocks and sand, using up en-
ergy and losing water through the process
of breathing.”

So from the enduring camel to the mu-
tillid the desert reveals a triumphant de-
sign of lifet

Desert Planis

The power of life rises even from the
blistering desert floor. But do you picture
merely spiny cacti and tumbling scrub
brush? Then meet one of the most over-
powering beauties of the plant world that
pushes its way up from a sandy floor:
the Reina de la Noche, or Queen of the
Night. It is also called the night-blooming
cereus.

The flower of this plant is among the
most fragrant and beautiftl of all the
cactus blooms. Tt blooms only on desert
nights, losing the blossom before morn-
ing. The cereus offers the phenomenon of
blooming so fast that one can actually see
the petals open, releasing a very strong
fragrance. In fact, the cereus has inspired
poems and prose to be written in praise
of its perfection.

Irresistibly life mounts up into the most
amazing of plants, even in the desert! An
entire forest of them stretches for miles
in Tucson, Arizona, comprising the Sa-
guaro National Monument. The saguaro
(sah-war-oh), or giant cactus, is actually
classified as a tree. Towering fifty feet,
sometimes it will weigh as much as ten
tons, buf is so thinly rooted that it is
often strewn about the desert floor, blown
over by the wind.

In his book Desert Plants and People,
Sam Hicks refers to numberless little-
known plants such as the desert maia-
rique, yerba del indio, pionia, cardon and
damania. These provide a sort of desert
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pharmacy, teahouse and variety store all
in one, because they are medicinal and
make good teas. But, in addition, they are
useful in many other ways.

Lands of Fascination

So, far from being lifeless, dull places,
deserts are full of life and attractions. For
different reasons humans have been drawn
to them either as individuals, or as a
people.

Photographers find the desert full of
appeal, and many have heen desirous of
filming one of the desert’s trick effects
called “ls dune blanche,” which means a
sand dune covered with hoarfrost. This
phenomenon appears at sunrise for only
a matter of seconds before the rays of
the sun wipe it off.

The “sand rose” is another curiosity
that testifies to the abundance of dew on
the Sahara. The sand rose is not a living
plant. About the size of a cauliflower, it
is a beautiful cluster of sand crystals that
grows into petals with veins like a flower
petal. It is as hard as glass, resulting from
the interaction of dew, sand and sun.

Even lightning on the desert produces
strange phenomena. Striking the sand, it
is like a dagger that fuses the sand
around the bolt, often producing a hollow
tube of “lightning glass.”

Many persons have indeed found deserts
to be fascinating places. Especially cap-
tivating are the unusual forms of life that
make their home there, Truly, the deserts
are lands of living marvels,

The Star of David

NE of the most common symbols associated
mwith modern Jewish religion is the six-

pointed star frequently called the “Star
of David” or “Mogen David” (“David’s
shield”). What is its origin? The Jewish En-
cyclopedio (Volume 8, page 251), in com-
menting on this “symbol of Judaism,” ac-
knowledges that it is not based on the Bible.
The encyclopedia goes on to say: “The Jewish
view of God, which permitted no images of
Him, was and still is opposed to the acceptance
of any symbols, and neither the Bible nor the
Talmud recognizes their existence. It is note-
worthy, moreover, that the shield of David
is not mentioned in rabbinical literature.”

If this symbal does not come from God's
Word and the history of his dealing with Is-
rael, what is its origin? It does not appear that
we can be certain at this late date. One author
noted that “the sign of the Gnostics [an
ancient religious groupl consisted of a six-
sided star, composed of the male and female
triangles intertwined, just as the real pubic
[areas] of the man and woman would also
form this six.sided star during ceition.”* But,
of course, it would be difficult to establish

Bexr agnd Ber Worship, by Q. A, Wall, 1920, page
522,
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unequivocally a direct link between that use
as oriented around sex worship and modern
uses of the same symbol.

In any event, it is evident that the “Star of
David” is of uncerfain age, origin and mean-
ing., Rabbi Morris N. Kerizer wrote: “The
Shield of David, or Mogen David, is a six-
pointed star made up of two triangles pointing
in opposite directions. The star has no ancient
Jewish origin or religious meaning. It became
a popular symbol in Jewish life about three
hundred years ago in Central Europe,

“A medieval mystic declared that the six-
pointed star was identical to the royal shield
of the House of David, while the five-pointed
star resembled the ‘Seal of Solomon.' Although
the idea was just a figment of cabalistic imag-
ination, it was gradually accepted as true
and the Shield of David took on a very
special significance for the Jewish community.

“Whatever its origin, the Shield of David
has become a distinctly Jewish symbol. . . .
But though it often stirs deep emotions of
loyalty and pride, the six-pointed star cannot
be considered in any sehse a sacred symbol,”
—What Is ¢ Jew?, pages 128, 129,
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4 CRISIS of faith has overtaken the

churches more rigorous, perhaps,
than was ever true before. Structures of
church life and congregational worship
are under serious guestioning. The Bible
has increasingly ceased to be a book to
be listened to. It is asked whether even
Jesus points beyond man to God.”

This comment was made by the presi-
dent of the Methodist Church of Ceylon.
His keynote speech marked the opening
of the fourth General Assembly of the
World Council of Churches, at Uppsala,
Sweden, in July. For the first time since
1961 the Council met to discuss the grave
problems that confront the churches and
to set the course for the future.

The Council represents 237 churches
with about 300 million members, which
includes most major Protestant and East-
ern Orthodox churches in the world. It
has been in existence for twenty years.
During that time it has seen the prob-
lems of the churches multiply rapidly.
In fact, Eugene Carson Blake, the coun-
cil’s secretary-general, stated: “We are in
a secularizing age, and therefore the idea
of the church dominating culture or domi-
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nating government has gone. This is com-
plete, Christendom is over.”

Hence, the main objective of the Assem-
bly, held at the university city of Uppsala,
Sweden, was said to be twofold: (1) to
decide about the Council’s continued work
in the future; and (2) to voice their views
on the most burning questions of the day.
Hoping that
some great sense
of renewal would
come forth from
the meeting,
they chose their
theme from Rev-
elation 21:5 (AV), which says: “Behold,
I make all things new.” As Secretary-
General Blake said: “We hope that Upp-
sala 1968 will not be just an ‘interesting
Church meeting’ but that it will mark a
new era for Christianity.”

Some New Things

One new item immediately became a
controversial issue. It was the new art-
work that decorated the delegates’ dining
room. The artists had painted grotesque
pictures making direct reference to man’s
lust for money, the glorification of war,
and the hunger that prevailed in the world.
Other pictures depicted people erawling in
pain, with their intestines pouring out.
The archbishop of Uppsala was called up-
on to inspect this in the hope that he
would condemn it so that it could be re-
moved. However, the archbishop said:
“Afier all, they are really not worse than
the pictures that were painted on the walls
of some of our medieval churches, where
devils were tormenting people ‘whose
bodies writhed with pain.” The plctmes
remained.

A new item, too, was the way the ser-
vice in memory of Dr, Martin Luther King
was held at Uppsala’s Gothic cathedral.
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Said the publication Uppsala Nya Tidning
of July 19: “It had a form perfectly in
keeping with the theme of renewal which
has been the guiding line in the Assembly.
The program was made up of several
components which are often hard to com-
bine: Jazz in a Gothic cathedral, come-
as-you-are-style at a church concert.”

Another of the new things that occurred
at Uppsala was reported on by the New
York Times of July 24: “Standing with
her eyes closed and her feet close together,
a young woman allowed her limp body
to be passed slowly from hand to hand
by four men standing in a small circle.
‘The purpose is to see how much we are
willing to trust ourselves and each other,’
said the leader. Then each of the five par-
ticipants walked tp to the others one at
a time, touched them on the hands or
shoulders and told them ‘what I like most
ahout you.’ . . . the occasion was an ex-
periment in ‘experiential’ worship.” How-
ever, one participant walked out in the
middle of it, stating strongly that he was
not willing “to call it the worship of Al-
mighty God.”

Also new to the Swedish church was
the sale of candles just inside the entrance
to the cathedral, At the booth a placard
exhorted: “Take a candle, light it and put
it on the tree.” The tree was a metal fig-
ure called “The Tree of Reconciliation.”
Suggested too was this prayer: “Oh, God,
I give this candle as a visible prayer:
Unite the world’s nations, races and
groups in peace, justice and fraternity.”
Yet, nowhere in the assembly was it ex-
plained, as the Bible so clearly does, how
God has purposed to do this,

What Spiritual Uplift?

What about the expectations for renew-
al, for spiritual uplift, for godly counsel
in these troubled times? Was God’s rem-
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edy for world distress highlighted to build
faith?

No. On the contrary, additional con-
flicting ideas of men were brought forth.
One of the more prominent of such ideas
was promoted by the representative of the
Church of Northern India. Among the
main speakers, he told the delegates: “If
we believe in progress and development
let us not flinch at disorder and instability.
. . » I would not condemn those who re-
sort to violent action in order to bring
ahout justice in society.”

Some who attended the assembly rec-
ognized that such counsel was not at
all in line with what the Bible teaches.
Said Dr. David Hedegard, a translator
of a modern-language “New Testament”:
“There has been all too little spoken of the
Christian faith.,” Noting that the Council
recommended political action, he conclud-
ed: “From the Christian biblical and theo-
logical viewpoint, the dssembly was worse
than expected. . . . It dealt with things
that, according to the Bible, were outside
the Church’s commission and there was
for this reason the risk of worldliness and
a watering down [of the faith].”

That Dr, Hedegard was right in his ob-
servations is borne out by one part of the
report issued by the Assembly, which said
that the churches must work toward a
change of political conditions so that all
get a right to participate in the governing
of their country. Yet, nowhere does the
Bible authorize Christians to do this.

Another critical voice was that of the
delegate from Colombia who said: “The
assembly is a step backward, because its
interest is first of all the problems con-
cerning how the Church is to keep her
position, her esteem and respect, her in-
fluence in the world.”

Similarly, another delegate, a teachen
at an Orthodox seminary in India, said:
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“The World Council of Churches wili
never be able to accomplish anything. It
is governed by a small faction that iseager
to keep exercising power, and as soon as
someone steps forward with a good sug-
gestion and a strong will to get some-
thing done, he is pushed back, interrupted
or placed in some harmless position.”

Interfaith Promoted

The ecumenical spirit was strongly pro-
moted. Although the Roman Catholic
Church is not a member of the Council,
she sent observers to the assembly, as did
the World Council to the Second Vatican
Council in Rome. And Pope Paul VI sent
a message in which he said: “We pray
to the Holy Ghost that He may inspire
your work and grant it full success. All
that you are doing to further unity be-
tween all Christians will be blessed by the
Lord.”

A report approved by the General As-
sembly regarding the Council’s relations
with the Roman Catholic Church stated:
“The World Council of Churches welcomes
a decision by the Roman Catholic Church
to form a group in cooperation with this
Couneil that should work out an cutline
for cooperation between the churches.”
The Council also stated: “We want to
speed up the unification of churches and
seek a fuller unity with those churches
that have not yet come into fellowship
with us.”

God’s Blessing?
Will such efforts be blessed by God?

Will the pope’s prayer for success be an-’

swered? Well, why have not such efforts
been blessed in the past? Why have these
churches seen their problems worsening if
they are supposed to have God’s blessing?

In its final report, the Council recom.
mended: “The churches have to teach men
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how they should be politically efficient.”
It also recommended the use of violence
to achieve social change if no other way
was open,

Yet, God’s Word feaches the opposite,
It plainly says: “A friend of the world is
constituting himself an enemy of God.”
(Jas. 4:4) Jesus Christ said: “They [true
Christians] are no part of the world”
{John 17:16) He also declared: “My king-
dom is no part of this world. If my king-
dom were part of this world, my atten-
dants would have fought.” (John 18:36)
And God’s Word also states: “Not paying
back injury for injury . . . seek peace and
pursue it.”"—1 Pet. 3:9, 11,

Hence, the recommendations of the
Council are in glaring opposition to what
God’'s Word teaches. Nor did the Council
mention that God’s kingdom is the one
and only hope for mankind. This kingdom,
this povernment, was the central 1teaching
of Jesus. (Matt, 4:17) He told his true
followers to pray for it because the King-
dom is the agency that God will use to
bring an end to this wicked system of
things, It alone will usher in an era of
peace, happiness, health and life for man.
And this vital teaching was ignored by
the Councill—Dan. 2:44; Matt. 6:9, 10;
Rev. 21:1-5.

No, there will be no *“new era” for
Christendom’s churches as Secretary-
General Blake hoped for. Instead, God’s
Word shows that such churches can ex-
pect His fiery judgments to be executed
against them. Why? Because they have
abandoned God’s truths and have misled
millions of others to do the same. If is just
exactly as Jesus said of the religious lead-
ers of his day: “You have made the word
of God invalid because of your tradition.
. . . It is in vain that they keep worshiping
me, because they teach commgnds of men
as doctrines.”—Matt. 15:6-0; 18:6; Rev.
18:4-8,
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Why Do Jehovah's Witnesses Meet

(44 HY do Jehovah’s

witnesses hold
conventions?”’ That was
one of the many ques-
tions a sincere searcher |}
for truth asked one of |
Jehpvah’s withesses who
had come from New
York city to Lewision,
Maine, for the purpose
of attending the *“Good
News for All Nations”
District Assembly being held there July 4
through 7. The questioner himself had
come thirty miles to get his questions an-
swered.

Why do Jehovah’s witnesses hold con-
ventions? Why do they enjoy these so
much that in the United States an estimat-
ed 25 percent attend more than one? Why
are the assembly crowds so great that,
time and again, closed-circuit television
has been used to bring dramatic presen-
tations to overflow crowds in adjoining
halls? Why? Because of the blessings of
giving and receiving that these provide.
These assemblies help them to be better
Christian witnesses of Jehovah, as regards
both their conduet and their field minis-
try. Further, these assemblies also serve
to advertise God’s name and kingdom,
even as was amply illustrated by the more
than 120 assemblies held in upward of 25
different lands in the northern hemisphere
this past summer.

Thus, with regard to their ministry,
those attending these assemblies were de-
lighted to receive one of the finest Bible
textbooks for teaching beginners yet pub-
lished by the Watchtower Society, The
Truth That Leads to Eternal Life. In clear,
simple and direct language it presents the
basic Bible truths essential to salvation

16

and the Bible principles that should gov-
ern the lives of Christians. They were also
happy to learn of a six-month Bible-study
course using this texthook.

Those attending these assemblies also
had stressed to them the importance of
letting God's work come first in their
lives and learned of the great need for
more ministers in many lands. Very stim-
ulated were they to receive the reports
of the increase in proclaimers of God's
Word during the past year and of the
great distribution of Bible literature, the
greatest ever. They also learned about the
planned activity for the ¢oming year and
about the large international assemblies
in prospect during 1969, No question about
it, these assemblies better equipped them
in both mind and heart for their ministry.

The Witnesses also gained an increased
appreciation of all that God and the “good
news’” have done for them, and how happy
their lot and how light their load are com-

*pared to those of the world! Those whose

mates were unbelievers learned how to
deal with their problem, and parent‘s had
their obligations clearly spelled out to
them. All were counseled to build one an-
other up both by word and deed, to get
along peacefully with one another and,
above all else, to guard their heart by
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paying more than the usual attention to
the counsel found in God’s Word. Espe-
cially helpful were four beautiful, touch-
ing and gripping dramas that underscored
the value of the Bible in our day.

The problems of youths were thorough-
Iy dealt with, by means of dramas, lec-
tures and experiences. They saw illustrat-
ed the folly of many modern youths and
the blessings that come from following
Bible principles. These programs, both by
and for youths, clearly communicated with
them and proved that there was no ‘“‘gen-
eration gap” among these Witnesses.

One of the high points at each assembly
was the baptism. An enlightening dis-
course told of the response that those with
honest, wise and loving hearts make when
they hear the good news, namely, they
dedicate themselves to do God's will and
are baptized. During these assemblies
17,613 were baptized. T Washington,
D.C., the baptism was held right on the
convention grounds, an eighteen-foot
swimming pool, rented for the occasion,
serving ideally, In Ottawa, Canada, an
abandoned quarry was used.

Serving and Cooperation

Finding rooms for conventioners was
one of the many ways in which Witnesses
were able to cooperate and serve their
Christian brothers. It took from two to
six hours to find an accommodation, de-
pending upon the housing situation; and
this time those living in the host city were
. glad to devote, One Witness inquiring for
rooms in the Kitchener—Waterloo area in
Canada could hardly believe his ears when
the gentleman at the door, after pausing
a moment, said, “I would like to oblige
with 700 rooms.” It turned out that he
was the warden of Waterloo University
Village. In the Lewiston, Maine, area three
colleges turned over upward of 250 rooms,
and a college dormitory housed a thou-
sand Witnesses attending the Pawtucket,
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Rhode Island, assembly, a convention bus
service bringing the Witnesses back and
forth,

One official in Toulouse, France, ex-
pressed great admiration for the way the
Witnesses were able to get over 800 rooms
by going from house to house; but 2,000
more were housed in two large exhibition
halls. Noteworthy also was the way the
public responded. In Ottawa, Canada, 633
rooms were given free to the Witnesses
to use, and seventeen householders turned
over their keys. In Ventura, California,
some 50 percent of the rooms were given
free by the public. Among the homes
turned over for the use of the Withesses
on Vancouver Island was one that rented
for $250 a month. Sometimes aid came
from an unexpected scurce. Rooming work
was going rather slowly in Sheffield, En-
gland, when the bishop there made a vit-
riolic atlack on the Wiinesses' efforts to
get rooms. One lady was so outraged that
she phoned the rooming committee and
offered accommodations for ten. Also, a
personal friend of the bishop phoned to
say that previcusly she had turned down
a request for rooms, but in view of the
bishop’s unwarranted attack, she would
be glad to provide accommodations for
two. Eventually enough accommodations
were found for all.

There was alsec much cooperation In
getting food for the assemblies. In Palm
Springs, California, hundreds of Witnesses
got up early July 4 1o 6 and worked from
4 to 11 a.m., picking fifty tons of grapes
for various assemblies, there being a
grape pickers’ strike on at the time, Tons
of these grapes were shipped to assem-
blies as far as 3,000 miles away. For the
Inglewood, California, assembly some Wit-
nesses traveled as much as 350 miles to
gather thirty-nine tons of fruit and thir-
teen tons of vegetables, all of which was
gathered from fields already harvested
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and would have been plowed under. Wit-
ness farmers around Memphis, Tennessee,
donated tons of foodstuffs for the assem-
bly there. In Eureka, California, volun-
teers went out in the woods and picked
three hundred gallons of blackberries for
assembly meals,

And all this activity in connection with
the assemblies was not only a model of
cooperation but also a model of efficiency.
City and state officials toock motion pic-
tures as well as other pictures of the op-
eration of the cafeteria and other depart-
ments. At one assembly in Denmark,
Witnesses managed to park 580 cars in
a place where usually only 370 were
parked. The stadium inspector asked for
details so as to show his own men that it
can be done. At Columbus, Ohio, the as-
sembly’s sound department amazed the
professionals who had furnished the sound
for Billy Graham’s program in the Stadi-
um for $10,000. They asked all Kinds of
questions, because of the clarity and uni-
formity of the reception,

Advertise God’s Name and Kingdom
Nor is there any question about these
assemblies serving to advertise God’s
name and kingdom. For example, The
Daily Sun of Lewiston, Maine, would not
normally have published information
about God’s name and kingdom, but it did
consider the assembly held there news-
worthy; so much, in fact, that it had a

large front-page picture about the assem-

bly each day. All together, 1,300 column
inches of publicity resulted from this as-
sembly.

This was typical of most assembly
cities, The Washington, D.C,, assembly re-
ceived more than 6,000 column inches of
publicity; the one in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, more than 4,000; the one in Paw-
tucket, Rhode Island, more than 1,600, A
large front-page illustrated story in the
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Minot, North Dakota, Daily News told
about the assembly in that city, and The
Voice Chronicle of Corpus Christi, Texas,
in addition to a large front-page story, de-
voted its entire back page to reprinting
the Spanish convention program, volun-
tarily sponsored by the local hotels and
motels. And nearly all lands reported by
*far the best publicity ever.

As a result of these assemblies there was
also much advertising of Jehovah’s name
and kingdom by means of the radio and
TV. In Washington, D.C., thirty-one hours
of radio tifme and seven hours of TV time
told about the Witnesses and their assem-
bly. In Pawtucket twenty-one hours of
radio and two and a half hours of TV did
the same, and it was similar in many of
the other assembly cities in the United
States and other lands. Radio stations
gave news stories, interviews and the
thirty-minute recorded program *‘‘The De-
cisive Generation,” TV stations presented
similar news stories and interviews and
the half-hour movie, “Heritage,” dealing
with family life and youths’ problems.
One of Washington’s leading TV stations
gave a half hour of prime time Sunday
morning to an interview of several Wit-
nesses regarding their beliefs and activi-
ties, and that in color. A Baltimore radio
personality interviewed the Witnesses for
an hour and was greatly impressed with
what they were doing for youth and ob-
served that what made the Witnesses
stand out from the rest was love.

In particular do these assemblies serve
to make known God’'s kingdom because of
the advertising given the main talk by
nearly every conceivable means as well as
by the talk itself. The subject, “Man’s
Rule About to Give Way to God’s Rule,”
was truly good news, Forcefully this lec-
ture showed how man’s rule, begun in
Eden, has been dominated by Satan the'
Devil, and how the facts tocday show that
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man is unable to govern himself properly.
From the fulfillment of Bible prophecy we
know that soon God will take a hand in
man’s affairs and have His rule replace
man’s rule. At assemblies held in more
than 120 cities in some 25 lands upward
of 920,000 heard this talk. In a nun-
ber of cities it was broadcast either “live”
or at a later hour. In Surinam the atten.
. dance at this public lecture was 1,509,
more than three times as many as there
are Witnesses in the entire country!

“Fine Works” Gel Recognition
Their assemblies also help the Witness-
es to fulfill Jesus’

community that is torn with racial strife.
It would be a privilege to me, as the Com-
mander of the National Guard in Wash-
ington, D.C,, to have 50- to 55,000 people
about whose conduct I would not have
to be concerned visit this city.” Of course,
the convention went off peacefully, fully
integrated.

A police officer assighed to the Olympia
Stadium, Detroit, Michigan, bore like tes-
timony: “Ever since you people have been
here we have been having so few calls.
It’s just like in the winter at midnight.
Usually at this time of the year we hardly
have time to eat our lunch. But since the

Witness convention

command: “Let your
light shine before
men, that they may
see your fine works
and give glory to

. Di t.
your Father who is 1ssen

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE

® Pollution of the Air, Water and Land
Is Ruining the Earth,

® Pope’s Birth-Control Ban Stirs

has been here it’s so
quiet we just can’t
understand why.”
Incidentally, the
Qlympia Stadium,
where the Witnesses

in the heavens.”

(Matt. 5:16) Among such fine works that
the public press tock note of was the ra-
cial harmony of the Witnhesses. Repre-
sentative is the article that appeared in
the St. Petersburg, Florida, Times, July
14, 1968, entitled “Witnesses Practice Ra-
cial Harmony.” It said: “ ‘Black and white
together.! The Jehovah's Witnesses don’t
sing about it, they just practice it. Not
only has the convention been a massive
example [peak attendance was 16,577] of
racial harmony with black and white wor-
shiping together, but it has tucked some
700 Spanish-speaking Witnesses into its
programs without a murmur.”

That is why, when some opposition to
the Witnesses using the Washington, D.C.,
Stadiutm developed, one of the members
of the three-man armory board could
state:
Armory Board should work toward hav-
ing these pecple in the city of Washington.
It will be a stabilizing effect upon our

NOVEMBER 8, 1968

“I am convinced that we as .the.

held their assembly,
is right in the heart of the area that was
racked with riots a year ago.

In Trondheim, Norway, a man who had
permitted 300 Witnesses to tent on his
large plot of land near the assembly af-
terward stated: “I am very impressed.
How is it possible for so many to live so
peaceably together? What is even more
surprising is the good behavior of the
children of Jehovah’s witnesses, It has
been a pleasure to have Jehovah’s wit-
nesses live here, and you are welcome
back some other time.”

Newspaper Editors Impressed

Carrying their own particular weight
in favor of the exemplary conduct of Je-
hovah’s witnesses were the newspaper edi-
torials and feature stories published in
addition to the news coverage previously
referred to. Here again Jehovah’s name
and kingdom received fine indirect pub-
licity as the following few examples show:
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The Rochester, New York, Democrat
and Chronicle, July 13, 1968, on the third
day of the assembly had this to say, under
the editorial heading “Welcome to the

Witnesses’:

“The community welcomes warmly the
thousands of Jehovah’'s Witnesses who have
come to Rochester for their district assem-
bly. Few gatherings of such size could rival
this one for efficiency, orderliness and sheer
good humor. The Witnesses, each one of
whom is a‘minister, are sufficiently different
in some of their belicfs to be controversial.
. . . But because this is a democratic country,
their right to be different must be respected.

“And however much people of other faiths
may disagree with some of their inferpre-
tations of the Bible, the beliefs of the
Witnesses are deeply and sincerely held. The
Witnesses give the impression of living their
religion daily. Walking among them and
watching them at work makes it impossible
net to be aware that these are warm,
animated, clean-living people. At a time in
our society when so many parents and chil-
dren seem to go their own ways, the prom-
inence at the assembly of family groups is
noticeable. It's a pleasure tc have them in
town."

And the Twin-City Sentinel, Winston-
Salem, North Carolina, July 16, had the
following to say about the assembly in the
“Church Notes” section under the cap-
tion: “Jehovah's Witnesses Are Praised’:

“It might well be that the cleanest reli-
pious convention has come te a close in
Winston-Salem . . . As Neil Bolton, Coliseum
manager, put it: “Without reservation, that’s
the cleanest, most orderly bunch of people
that has been in the coliseum in the nearly
10 years I have been there He added that
in meetings with other coliseum managers,
the word is ‘get the Jehovah's Witnesses
to meet in your facilities if you want your
place cleaned because they’ll go over it with
a toothbrush.' . . . Bolton said he ‘didnt
know about their theology, but I do know
that they are the cleanest and hardest work-
ing people I ever saw and the best disci-
plined people I ever saw.’ Others commented
on their neatness in dress and speech, the
orderiiness of their meetings . . . It's an
education to me,’ Bolton said of the Wit
nesses, ‘and I believe to the community too.””
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And on Tuesday, July 9, 1968, the
Lewiston Daily Suwn, under the heading
“A Remarkable Convention,” said: “It
brought over 6,000 persons to this city,
vet there was no fanfare, no disruption of
community life . . . There was a quiet dig-
nity in the proceedings which was exem-
plary . . . Regardless of one’s religious
beliefs, . . . this was an unusual demon-
stration of faith which was in itself up-
lifting. It was a fine example of how a
convention should be and ean be held, as
well as clear proof of the seriousness with
which these people take their Christian-
ity.”

And editorialized the Washington, D.C.,
Daily News, July 18, 1968:

“We like what we have seen of them

—such clean, honest, simple, upright people.
. . - Their strong regard for decent personal
conduct is a refreshing tonic for a city
whose citizens have been undergoing some
organizing struggles with the problems of
behavior . . , They are nol here to ask for
anything, they say, but are ‘simply here te
champion the Bible and its principles as
the only workable solution to selving man-
kind’s ills.!! In this we wish them weill.”

No question about it, the conventions
held by Jehovah’s witnesses accomplish
much good. If you have never attended
one, be sure to do so at your next oppor-
tunity and experience for yourself how
much joy and benefit one can gain from
them. You may well feel like the queen
of Sheba, who, upon seeing King Solo-
mon’s splendor, exclaimed, “I had not been
told the half.,” (1 Ki. 16:7) Or you may
even feel like one of her modern counter-
parts, a woman who came to one of the
assemblies in Norway. She had been a
student of theclogy but recently began
studying with Jehovah's wilthesses. She
hecame so enthusiastic about the assem-
bly that she sent two telegrams to her
son, telling him: “If you want to experi-
ence heaven on earth take the first plane
and come here. I'll pay the ticket.”

AWARE!



CENTRAL AMERICA'S SUMMIT CONFERENCE

By "“Awakel" correspondent in El Salvador

R seven years, five Central Ameri-

can countries have endeavored to
coordinate their economie efforts much as
Europe has with its Common Market,
Central America’s Common Market is
made up of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Gua-
temala, Honduras and Nicaragua. These
countries contain thirteen million people
in all, :

Despite an almost sevenfold increase of
trade among its members, it became ob-
vious that this Common Market was be-
set with grave problems,

Problems

Kl Salvador is an example of the kind -

of problems confronting the Common
Market members. Ei Salvador is the smali-
est country in Central America; indeed, in
the entire Western Hemisphere. It is very
hilly, with two-thirds of its land area bro-
ken up by deep gorges and ravines. Yet,
with a population of 2,918,000, it is the
most densely populated, with about 139
persohs per square Kilometer (less than
four-tenths of a square mile).

The lifeblood of the country is agricul-
tare, mainly coffee, cotion and sugar,
which account for 79 percent of the na-
tional income. Coffee is the chief export
and has been exported for over 100 vears.
1t is believed that the mountainous nature
of the land makes any other crop but
coffee impractical to plant. Due to careful
cultivation and using every available sec-
tion of land, El Salvador preduces more
coffee per square foot than any other
coffee-producing country,

However, serious problems arise for the
entire country when its agricultural prod-
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ucts cannot all be sold due to quotas in
other countries, or when they are sold at
a very low price on the world market.
Then again, for generations much of the
land has been cultivated without good
conservation practices bheing employed.
This has resuited in making large areas
unproductive, and much waste has taken
place due to erosion.

While the United States is the main
buyer of what El Salvador produces, it is
also the principal! supplier of heavy ma-
chines, industrial products and other
equipment. In this interchange, the fig-
ures show that El Salvador buys more
than it sells. Thus in the last five years
the United States has built up a trade
balance in its favor of more than 88 mil-
Yion dollars, a very significant Higure for
such a small country as El Salvador.

Then, aside from territorial disputes
hetween El Salvador and Honduras, some
private sectors of the economy in mem-
ber nations object to all-out economic in-
tegration for fear it would adversely af-
fect their products. In addition, the
prospects are poor for each country ex-
porting all of its basic products.

Hence, the general opinion of economic
experts was that the Central American
Common Market would grow at a much
slower rate in the future. To try to over-
come some of the problems, hetter co-
operation, understanding ard leadership
were needed. Also needed was more mon-
ey. For these reasons the presidents of the
five Central American countries came to-
gether in g summit conference.

A Historie Qceasion
The host country was El Salvador, For
the first time in its history it would be
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visited by five presidents at one time. A
summit conference of the Common Mar-
ket was to be held July 5-T in the capital
city, San Salvador, The presidents of Cos-
ta Rica, Guatemala, Honduras and Nica-
ragua would attend, as well as the presi-
dent of El Salvador, And their special
guest would be President Johnson of the
United States.

With only a few days’ official notice of
the visit, the Salvadoran hosts had much
to do. Huge work gangs planted trees-and
shrubs in attractive patterns along the
highway that leads into the city. Welcome
banners blossomed. Portraits of the presi-
dents and their wives sprang up all over
the city.

Because of the recent terrorist activity
in Guatemala, and the assassination of
Senator Robert Kennedy one month pre-
viously, the security of the visitors was
of great concern. Hundreds of secret ser-
vice men, police officials and other secu-
rity guards arrived in the city several
days before the conference. And along the
route of the presidential cavaleade soldiers
and police were stationed every fifty feet.

As each of the presidents arrived at the
airport on July 5, they were greeted by a
twenty-one-gun salute. They were also
greeted by the diplomatic corps as well
as the representative of the pope in Vati-
can City.

The Meeting

The purpose of the summit conference
was to exchange opinions among the pres-
idents and to discuss common problems
and methods of solving them.

President Johnson stated: “I have come
to San Salvador to learn, I have come to

know through my colleagues, what it is

that they have achieved in these nations
for the betterment of the people’s lives.
I have come to ask what else there is that
we can do together.”

One thing that the huge North Ameri-
can neighbor could do was to supply the
all-important commodity that these Cen-
tral American countries needed-—money,
Thus, President Johnson announced that
his country’s contribution would be a huge
65-million-dollar loan to help the member
nations work out their problems. It was
a super vitamin pill for the ailing patient.

When the conference came to a close,
a statement was issued. It was called
“The Declaration of the American Chiefs
of State.” Its principal points were the
acknowledgement that strength comes
through unity and that economic integra-
tion was the best means of achieving it.
Also, it was agreed to form a special
court that would rule on Common Market
difficulties when all other national means
had been exhausted,

Soon the meetings were over, The presi-
dents flew back to their respective coun-
tries, Another high-level meeting of heads
of state had produced another document,
the goals of which were noble. Yet, the
harsh reality is that in spite of such sum-
mit conferences, common markets and

.other efforts of experts in all fields, the

political and economic problems of this
entire world are not really being solved,
In most cases, such problems continue to
grow in intensity. Only under God’s king-
dom, for which Jesus Christ taught his
followers to pray, will all the problems of
mankind be solved in a permanent way;
and not for only one small region of
earth, but for the benefit of mankind
everywhere.——Matt. 6:9, 10; Dan. 2:44,
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Entertainers Become Witnesses

home are those in the entertainmeht field.

Yet, when Jehovah’s witnesses meet thetn,
they find that there are some who are search-
ing for Bible truth. Consider the following
delightful experience from a Witness in
Florida:

“One morning in August, 1959, I called on
a young couple who were entertainers in
Miami Beach. The wife answered and, on
hearing why I was calling, told me that she
was not interested in religion. She said she
had not gone to bed until four that morning
and she could not talk to me. I replied that 1
would gladly call back at a more convenient
time and that no doubt she had questions con-
cerning God and religion. I stated that the
Holy Bible can answer all our guestions.

“‘Yes,' she said, ‘there are somc things I
waouid like to ask you.’ She invited me in, Her
husband joined our discussion and we began
finding the Bible answers to her questions.
They were sophisticated but very cynical
Although the hushand seemed interested in
the Bible, his wife was skeptical.

“I explained to them how loving and merci-
ful God is toward mankind. The woman asked
me if God would accept anyone like her, I
read Isaiah 1:18 to her and, as I did, tears
filled her eyes and her attitude changed com-
pletely, She then told me about her experienc-
es and problems with false religion and that
she had always been afraid of God.

“They begged me not to leave, so I spent
the morning with them. A Bible study was
started with them and soon they were telling
their family what they were learning. Six to
eight regularly attended their study. In fact,
another group started studying in another
part of the city because of them. Today this
couple and four of -their relatives are dedi-
cated witnesses of Jehovah. .

“Consider the changes the truth made in
their lives. Not long after they began study-
ing, they decided to quit their association with
the entertainment world. This meant giving
up a monthly income of over a thousand
doliars. They struggled to overcome the smok-
ing habit and did so by May 1860, when they
were baptized. They disciplined themselves to
overcome the difflculties of living by day since
they were so used to night work.
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m MONG the people most difficult to find at

“Today the husband is the assistant to the
presiding minister of a congregation of Je-
hovah’s witnesses. His wife devotes her full
time to preaching. From the fast, glamorous
life as Miami Beach entertainers io zealoys
preachers of God’s good news is a big step,
and by Jehovah's spirit they made it.”

Another Witness, in El Monte, California,
tells this experience: “I knocked on the door
of a house but no one answered. As we were
leaving we heard a noise in the back of the
house. We made our way through overgrown
ivy and found a shed. I knocked on the door
and, to my surprise, a very friendly young
woman answered. She, her husband and their
two children were living there in a single
room. She invited me in, knowing who we
were. She expressed her desire to come to
the Kingdom Hall and gave me her telephone
number,

“I began siudying the Bible with her and
found out that she was a 'Go-Go’ dancer in a
bar and had won several dance contests. Her
associations were bad, for they drank heavily,
cheated on their husbands and were even try-
ing to break up her marriage, Gradually our
discussions moved her to stop associating with
these bad friends. Her clothing and her make-
up reflected her work. When she saw how
the Witnesses dressed, she announced she
would change in time.

“She did, for she began to keep house much
better, even painting a room in their new
apartment. Now her shiny waxed floors give
her great joy. She stopped going to bars and
gave up the wild dancing.” She became more
moderate in her dress and took her responsi-
bilities seriously. She stopped living merely
for pleasure and learned how to pray to
Jehovah and to talk to him about her prob-
lems.

“The day before she was to go out preach-
ing, she wore a new dress, Her hair was heat-
ly arranged and she had very little makeup
on. She wanted me to see how she would look
the next day and make any changes if neces-
sary. The next day, while preaching, an elder-
ly lady we met commented on her appearance,
Yes, she looked lovely! Thursday has been
our regular day for preaching together, In
the beginning her hushand opposed her, but
now he has been studying and attending the
meetings at the Kingdom Hall.”
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AYON volcano-

rises 8,000
feet above the Bicol
plains. It is a thing
of beauty to behold,
unlike so many oth-
er volcanges that
loom like sulking
monsters over their
surrounding land-
scapes. To see this
volcano at its best,
when there is only a ribbon of cloud on its
summit, one should be there in the early
morning. In the afternoons sudden, heavy
rains often drench the countryside, veiling
‘the majesty of Mayon.

From Manila it takes just one hour by
plane to reach this area, but it takes two
more days to climb to the top. The abso-
lute top, as described by a European who
climbed it many years ago, “consisted of
a ridge, about ten feet thick, of solid
masses of stone with crusts of lava
bleached by the action of escaping gas.”
Thick fumes on top required wvisitors to
cover their mouths and nostrils with hand-
kerchiefs to avoid asphyxiation. The fumes
contain deadly gases, one of which is said
to be carbon monoxide.

At the top the climber is treated to a
breathtaking panorama. Northward are
the Camarines and Quezon provinces; to
the south and west lie the Pacific Ocean
and the islands of thé Visayas, including
Samar, Leyte, Masbate; down below are
the abacd plantations, coconut groves,
pili (an edible nut) orchards, cattle ranch-
es and rice flelds, as well as a ring of
fourteen towns cireling the volcano’s base.

As a group of Jehovah’s witnesses re-
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laxed after &
Saturday-evening
session of their cir-
cuit assembly, a
young man, a visi-
tor to the Bicol re-
giton, looked up
from his circle of
friends to see a ball
of fire blazing on
the mountaintop. “Does Mayon usually
act like that?” he inguired.

No, was the answer. There is always a
tongue of fire playing at the tip and vis-
ible at night, but a ball of fire was quite
unusual, The rumbling was also unusual.
Mayon had not acted like that since 1947,
the year of its last previous eruption. This
began to look like the prelude to another
eruption,

Rather, as things turned out, it was the
beginning of a whole series of eruptions
that got under way that evening and con-
tinued for two weeks. The following day,
April 21, the strongest blasts came, and
soont the whole nation was informed of
the calamity.

Thick black smoke billowed into the
sky, rising some 50,000 feet and darken-
ing the countryside with falling ash and
dust for miles around. Visibility was so
poor that cars and buses had to crawl
along with headlights on. People could
hardly see one another in the ashy gloom.
No soonter had the fallout following the
heavy blast settled on rooftops and high-
ways than the volcano erupted again, and
again the land was darkened.

During the day Mayon was obscured
AWAKE!



by thick clouds. In the evening, however,
there was quite a display to behold. Light-
ning played hide-and-seek in the clouds,
while chunks of fiery material spun in
the sky to come tumbting down the slopes.
Creeping rivers of hot lava slithered down-
hill, pushing huge rocks, trees and ash
flows. Mud flows, too, smoked and hissed
downward, one of them burying a vest
house on the slope.

There was immediate response to the
enmtergency. The Philippine army was de-
tailed to help evacuate people on the
slopes. Relief agencies set up water sup-
plies and first-aid stations, assisting the
refugees with shelter and food. Some 40,-
000 people from 39 barrios or small vil-
lages were housed in school buildings
around Albay. The government distribut-
ed about 5,000 nose masks to prevent
deaths from inhalation of ash and fumes,
but at least one child died of asphyxiation.
Ash flows damaged the water mains sup-
plying Legaspi city and Daraga town. To
meet the situation, artesian wells were
bored.

When the heaviest eruptions had passed,
Mayon had destroyed hundreds of pre-
cious hectares of coconut and abaci,
ripped up railway lines, stopped up rivers,
killed herds of wild pigs. There had been
three human casualties. The land was
blanketed with fine, irritating gray dust
that took days to settle. The volcano had
simmered down, but danger had not yet
passed.

Lava and Mud Flows

Volcano experts reported that three
towns were faced with the prospect of
being engulfed, should heavy rains dis-
lodge the lava flow 1,500 feet up on the
slopes. During the eruptions lava had
crept down on the southwestern slope and
then hranched out, one stream pointing
toward one town, another threatening the

NOVEMBER 8, 1968

next town.. A twin avalanche could be
disasirous,

The greater danger is from mud flows.
Lava crawls at a speed of five or six miles
per hour, losing speed as the terrain levels
out and the lava itself spreads out and
hardens. But a mud flow, hot or cold,
rushes downward at speeds as high as
sixty miles per hour. Lava flows consist
of molten rock ejected from within the
volcano, whereas mud flows may be caused
by collapse of the crater walis, releasing
any water dammed up within. This can
precipitate an avalanche. In 1814 a fown,
Cagua, was completely buried, one lonely
church tower now marking the spot where
1,200 people were entombed.

Often the mud flow or lghar is induced
by heavy rains caused either by the vol-
cano itself or by ordinary rain clouds.
These wash down the loose soil, dust and
ashes, Voleanologists warned the towns of
Camalig and Guinobatan that they were
facing danger from a mud flow of this
type. At borrio Tinubaran, six miles from
Camalig, they said, a Ilahar has paused
temporarily. It was estirated to be twenty
feet high and sixty feet wide. 11 needed
only a strong rain to wash it down over
Camalig, which it could bury within an
hour. However, when this correspondent
climbed the slopes above Camalig three
weeks later, he found that the mud flow
had solidified, hecoming part of the
mountain itself. -

A greater threat to the people around
Mayon would be the possibility of & more
violent eruption that ecould spew out
enough mud, ash and lava to destroy all
the towns around its base. And the chief
of the Philippine volcanclogy commission,
Arture Alcarez, feels that this could ac-
tually take place as early as 1970. The
conclusion is based on intensive study of
Mayon’s history.
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Since its first recorded eruption in
1616, Mayon has blown off thirty-two
times, twenty-four of them in the nine-
teenth century. It has rested as long as
twenty-seven years between eruptions,
but during the fifty-year period from 1850
to 1900 the average was one eruption
every three years. Since the April erup-
tion ended a quiet period of more than
ten years, it is no wonder that the ex-
perts are bracing for trouble ahead.

The Bicolano’s Luck of Concern

Though most other Filipinos are con-
cerned over the recent eruptions and the
prospect of stil more, the Bicolanos, a
placid people, appear to be least concerned.
They go about their business as usual,
though wearing nose masks. While death
rumbled overhead, barrio festivals went
on as usual and some young men were
photographed playing volleyball. Voleano-
watching and picture-taking became the
favorite evening pastimes. Roads were
lined with people watching Mayon's
mighty fireworks. Few in the towns even
considered evacuating to safer ground.

Even in those barrios within the eight-
kilometer radius rated as a “danger zone,”
people were loath to leave their homes.
In some instances government officers had
to arrange for forcible evacuation. Many
farmers hurriedly tried to finish reaping
their rice harvest before lava and mud
buried their fields.

One barrio official, in search of a family
who lived farther out and who had not
yvet been evacuated, was crushed by a
falling boulder and burned to death. An-
other man had already reached safety,

but returned to feed his hogs, only to be
burned to death in a hot mud flow.

However, despite Mayon’s periodic rav-
ages, people in this region have come to
view the voleano as an intimate friend.
And no wonder! It guarantees abundant
rainfall the year round, while the rest of
the country swelters in tropic heat. Even
during the dry season the Bicol region
enjoys refreshing showers every after-
neon. This is because the steamn from the
crater cools and falls in the form of rain.
And an eruption produces more than the
usual measure of rainfall, through what
is termed “nucleation,” Dust and ashes
released by Mayon provide the nuclei
around which raindrops form.

Mayon’s other gift to the area, “teph-
ra,” the name applied to all voleanic
material except gas and steam, means tons
and tons of rich topsoil for the farms and
forests, Nowhere else in the Luzon low-
lands can one find a region so fertile. The
people, healthy and well fed, reflect the
riches of its productions. Says a writer in
the Philippines Free Press: “When the
rest of the country—or Luzon, anywav—
lies dry and brown and depressing under
the solstice sun, Bicolandia rustles green
and fresh. The summer climate is delight-
ful; balmy in the daytime, cool at night.”

Yes, Mayon means all this to the Bi-
colanos, and it is majestic and beautiful
besides, even after part of its crater has
been blasted away. Yet, as its recent fiery
rampage has shown, it is the course of
wisdom to treat Mayon with respect and
stay clear of its path when it spews death
and destruction over the land.

DOGS AND CATS

There are at least 90,000,000 dogs and cats in the United States.
Puppies and kittens are being born at the rate of nearly a quarter
million a day, 10,000 ar hour, 165 a minute.
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iits Would o God of Lave
Destroy People?

SRR AL

HE Eible identifies the Most High as

g “God of love,” and also testifies:
“God is love.” (2 Cor, 13:11; 1 John 4:
8) What boundless love Almighty God
showed in giving man life and in creating
this beautiful earth as his home! Even
when the first human pair rebelled against
Him, God lovingly provided his own dear
Son to redeem all who would accept his
marvelous provisions for everlasting life,
Please turn in your Bible to John 3:18
and observe: “God loved the world [of
mankind] so much that he gave his only-
begotten Son, in order that everyone ex-
ercising faith in him might not be de-
stroyed but have everlasting life,” Truly,
man’s Creator is a loving, merciful God.
—Ex. 34:6.

: Unfortunately, however, not all appre-
ciate God's tender mexcy and loving pro-
visions. They do not exercise faith in the
ransom sacriftce of his Son, and the world

is filled with ungodly people. Is it wrong,”

then, to teach, as do Jehovah's witnesses,
that such disobedient ones will be de-
stroyed? Some persons believe it is. Under
instruction from their church, they have
told Jehovah’s witnesses: “You preach a
cruel and unreasonable God who is going
to sweep most of his children away in a
horrible batile of Armageddon, You make
out that God is not good and kind. I want
nothing to do with such a God. You Wit-
nesses consider this world hopeless, and so
you leave it to perish.” So the question is
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raised: Would a God of love destroy dis-
obedient peopie?

8 That God would do so is apparent from
the fact that he already has in the past.
The Christian apostle Peter explains:
God “did not hold back from punishing, an
ancient world, but kept Noah, a preacher
of righteousness, safe with seven others
when he brought a deluge upon a world
of ungodly people.” (2 Pet, 2:5) God's
own Son, Jesus Christ, verified that this
destruction occurred, and even explained
that God would bring a similar one, say-
ing: “They took no note until the food
came and swept them all away, so the
presence of the Son of man will be”
~Matt. 24:39.

* God’'s destruction of the wicked was
a blessing and relief to righteous, law-
abiding ones, It was to righteous Noah.
{Gen. 6:5, 9) And years later righteous
Lot was relieved when God “rained fire
and sulphur from heaven [upon Sodom
and Gomeorrah] and destroyed them all.”
(Luke 17:28-30) The apostle Peter ex-
plains why God’s destruction of those peo-
ple was such a relief to Lot: “For that
righteous man by what he saw and heard
while dwelling among them from day ta
day was tormenting his righteous soul by
reason of their lawless deeds.” What a -
blessing for Ged to rid the earth of such
lawless ones!—2 Pet. 2:8-9.

5 Today the earth is filled with lawless-
ness and violence, Mankind in general is
just as disobedient and unappreciative of
God as they were In Noah's day and in
Lot’s day. Bible prophecy shows that we
have entered ‘“‘the last days,” despite the
fact that some scoff. (2 Tim. 3:1-5; 2 Pet,
3:3) According to the apostle Peter, this
means we are rapidly nearing *“the day of
[God’s] judgment and of destruction of
the ungodly men.” (2 Pet, 3:7; 2 Thess.
1:7-9) For this reason the apostle John's
admonition is now so appropriate: “Do
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not be loving either the world or the
things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in
him . . . Furthermore, the world is pass-
ing away and so is its desire, but he that
does the will of God remains forever.”
—1 Johnt 2:15-17.

¢ So it is not Jehovah's witnesses who
have originated the idea that the present
system of things is beyond reform. It is
Almighty God himself who says so in his

Word. Thus, when the disciples of Jesus

asked him when the end of this system
of things was coming, did Jesus say,
‘Why, how can you think of such a cruel
thing?’ No, he did not. Rather, Jesus pro-
ceeded to answer his disciples realistical-
ly, giving them many evidences that
would mark the time of the end. (Matt.
24:3-14) Jesus truthfully showed that on-
ly a comparatively few of mankind living
then would avoid destruction—Matt, 7:
13, 14; Ps. 145:20.

"This is not to imply that God takes
delight in destroying wicked people. He
would rather that they repent and change
their ways. (Ezek. 33:11; 2 Pet, 3:9) In
fact, to encourage and help persons to do
so, Almighty God has patiently sent forth
his ministers, even as Noah preached be-
fore the coming of the flood. (2 Pet. 2:5)
But if persons selfishly want to pursue
their own interests and refuse to¢ heed His
messengers, God is certainly not unloving
in destroying such ones from the earth in
his war of Armageddon.—Rev. 16:14-16,

¢ Truly, it is loving on God's part to wipe
from the earth this world of wicked peo-
ple, with all their crime, violence, hate and
war. Just imagine how wonderful it will
be when God fulfills this Bible psalm;:
“For evildoers themselves will be cut off,
. .. just a little while longer, and the wick-
ed one will be no more; and you will cer-
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tainly give attention to his place, and he
will not be. But the meek ones themselves
will possess the earth, and they will in-
deed find their exquisite delight in the
abundance of peace.” (Ps. 37:9-11) Only
God can selectively destroy just the wick-
ed ones, and he will.—Jer. 25:31.

?In that new system of things after
Armageddon, “righteousness is to dwell.”
(2 Pet. 3:13) Humans will live with one
another in peace, happiness and content-
ment forever. What is more, they will
enjoy perfect health, free from aches and
pains, (Isa. 9:6, 7; Rev. 21:3, 4) This is
what our loving Creator purposes for obe-
dient mankind,

1 Are you not moved to want to serve
a God who loves his people so much that
he will remove all wicked, hurtful persons
from the earth and create a paradise? In
order to appreciate more fully our loving
Creator, we need to continue to take in
knowledge of him through a regular study
of his Word the Bible, This will lead to
our enjoying eternal life in his new system
of things.—John 17:3.

o

Can you answer theie guestions? For answers,
read the article abovs.

{1} How has Ged’s love been manifested to-
ward mankind? {2} What attitude do some
persons take toward the teaching that God will
destroy disobedient opes? {3) What evidence is
there that God destroyed ungodly people in the
post? (4) How did the destruction by God of
wicked people in the past prove a blessing and
relief? [5) Are there prospects that God will
destroy wicked people in the near future?
{6) Did Jesus consider it cruel that God should
destroy wicked people? (7} How do we know
that God does not find pfeasure in destroying
the wicked? {8) What action on God's part will
truly prove a blessing for his people? {9} What
are some of the grand blessings that God hos
in store for cbedient monkind? {10) Whot
course is it vital that we now take?
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Catholics Wall: Out

@ As Archbhishop Patrick
Cardinal O'Boyle began deliv-
ering a sermon on September
22 urging obedience to the
birth-control edict of Pope
Paul VI, upward of 200 Ro-
man Catholics walked out of
the cathedral. Catholic clergy-
men called the walkout un-
precedented in the archdiocese
of Washington and perhaps
in the world. In other church-
es where the pastoral letter
was read, unofficial checks
showed that at least 235 per-
sons at four other churches
walked out during morning
services. The walkouts drama-
tized the chasm that -has de-
veloped bhetween the Catholic
Church and its people over
the hirth-control issue.

About Money and Taxes

& At the peak of World War
1I, all taxes fook 25 cents of
every dollar of America’s out-
put. All taxes—federal, state
and lecal—in the United States
today come to 27.3 percent
of the nation’s total produc-
tion. In other words, 27.3
cents of every dollar goes for
taxes, which is an all-time
high. In 1966 a factory work-
er's weekly take-home pay was
$98.57. This has climbed to
$104.32 in 1968, but the “real
pay” is actually down 72
cents because of the rise in
the cost of living iIn this
period.
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Ban on Gambling

@ When New York city police
moved in on gambling in a
Roman Catholic churchyard
in New York's Little Italy, on
September 24, a roar of de-
nouncement went up by a
nationwide American-Italian
organization. It called the po-
lice action harassment of the
Ttalian community, an “inva-
sion of the sanctity of the
church.” Cries of neglect and
discrimination were also
heard. Deonald D'Ippolito, pas-
tor of the Church of the Most
Precious Blood, revealed the
reason for the uproar when
he said that the police action
had deprived his church of
about $25,000,

New 01l Tankers

@ When the Israeli-Arab war
closed the Suez Canal, oil
companies were forced to ship
the crude oil around the
southern tip of Africa--a very
long and expensive route, To
counteract this, they have be-
gun to build gigantic tankers.
This year saw the largest
ship ever built; it can haul
2,500,000 barrels of oil at one
time.

‘Legalize Prostitution®

@ A published Reuters dis-
patch from San Francisco
stated that Episcopal Minister
Robert Cromey urged author-
ities in August to legalize
prastitution and bring street

girls into the free enterprise
system to increase the city's
sales-tax revenues, He said:
“I suggest we will never
stamp out prostitution. Why
not let the profession regutate
itself? Put prostitution on the
free enterprise system.'
While the churchman with-
held any moral! approval of
prostitution, his supgestion cer-
tainly was no denunciation
of the practice,

Lives of Despair

& Dr. D. M. F. McDonald,
superintendent of Kingseat
Hospital in New Zealand, sald
many suburban housewives
live a life of quiet despair,
with too many children, too
little money and a hushand
who shows far too little affec-
tion. He said most New Zea.
land housewives were restrict.
ed to a daily routine that
feeble-minded patients at the
hospital could perform. The
result has been that doctors'
waiting rooms are now
crammed with married wom-
en, mothers who confess that
they fear they might 1t either
themselves or their children.
How much they need the hope
that only God's Word, the
Bible, gives!

“Blood Lust in My Veins"

@ A Roman Catholic hishop
in Engiand said that shooting
birds with a shotgun is his
favorite sport. “I'm mad about
it. I've got a blood lust in my
veins,” he reportedly said.
Bishop David Cashman, 55, of
Arundel and Brighton, after
saying he was ‘mad about
shooting,” went on to say; “I
don't know anything on earth
that gives me personally more
excitement than waiting for a
bird to come over my gun. It's
the nearest thing to heaven
in human terms that I know.”
When his comments were crit-
icized as being ‘‘scandalous,”
Bishop Cashman was unre-
pentant. He said: “I might as
well be honest and admit that
I enjoy shooting.”
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Crowded West Germany

& West German residents live
in an area slightly smaller
than the state of Oregon. Some
60,000,000 of them inhabit this
small area. Fourteen million
are refugees Irom the east.

Keep Cosmetics Out of Beach

@& Any cosmetic enriched with
estrogen, the female sex hor-
mone, should be Kept out of
the reach of children, because
if a child rubs or swallows it,
serious symptoms may develop.
A three-year-old girl reported.
ly had been developing normal-
ly until, six months hefore
being brought to the Hartford
Hospital, her breasts became
overdeveloped. Other body
changes were like those of a
young woman, Her height also
was increasing rapidly for her
age. Other body changes
showed a *sexual precocity”
beyond her age growth, Investi-
gation showed that the child’s
grandmother ohce gave a dis-
carded jar of this cosmetic to
the girl to play with. It con-
tained a very small amount of
the cream, which the child
rubbed on her face and swal-
lowed. That had disturbed her
normal growth drastically.
Such cosmetics are not only
hazardous for children, but
they appear to contain far
higher amounts of estrogen
than can be regarded safe
even for grown womern,

Tractor Boosts

& Farm tractors are now get-
ting a boost from a device that
helped World War IT airplanes
to fly higher and faster, name-
Iy, the turbochargers, The tur-
bo is currently hoosting one
tractor’s power from 100 to
116 horsepower, One turbo-
charger, which is used in heavy
diesel trucks and in many of
this season’s high-powered race
cars, uses the engine’s exhaust
to power a compressor. The
compressed air, fed back into
the engine, improves fuel com-
bustion and boosts the power.
It also reduces exhaust gas and
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smoke and cuts down engine
noise.

Rellgious Riches

@ Under the subfitle “Who
Owr. America?” The Soafur-
day Rvening Post for Decem-
bher 30, 1967, had this to say:
“Church and church-reiated
institutions hold Iand and
huildings alone—aside ‘from
securities—worth $80 billion.
The Roman Catholic Church,
the largest religious* institu-
tion in the U.8., has assets
estimated at $44.5 billion, or
more than the combined assets
of General Motors, RC.A,,
General Electric, U.S. Steel and
Standard 0il of New Jersey.
The total assets of all corpora-
tions in the United States are
well above $1.5 irillion, In 1966,
the 500 largest corporations
had total assets of $282 bil-
lion. By far the Iarpgest was
AT. & T. ($35.2 billion), more
than $10 billion ahead of next-
ranking Prudential Insurance
Co. of America., The Pruden-
tial, it may be noted, is our
largest private flnancer of
home and farm ownership,
hkelding the mortgages on some
505,000 city properties and 45,
000 farms.”

Boy Saves Mother

@ One day sevenh-year-old Gio-
vanni Soru watched a doctor
massage a patient's heart on
television. He remembered the
technique. When his mother,
Mrs. Elena Soru, 33, collapsed,
the boy applied external mas-
sage to her heart for twenty
minutes. Then he called his
aunt to hurry over to his aid
because he was afraid he
would be late for a mathe-
matics examination at school.
After seeing his mother off to
the hospital, Giovanni ran to
school. His mother was re-
portedly doing well.

Smoking and Smaller Bables

@ A survey, reported in the
British journal of Preventive
and Social Medicine, showed
that smaller babies are linked

with smoking. This was sus-
pecied for some time, but doc-
tors felt that other factors
might be invelved, Charles
Scott Russell, Professor of Ob-
stetrics and Gynecology at
Sheffield University, however,
said: “It was clear that the
smoking effect, which was ob-
vious in every compariscn
made, was independent of oth-
er factors.” The survey also
showed that women who

-smoke during pregnancy risk

miscarriage. Nearly one in
three women smokers who
had very high blood pressurc
lost their -babies, compared
with about onc in seven non-
smokers with high blood pres-
sure.

Clergyman Rejects Ransom

@ Clergyman T. Noffs of Syd-
ney, Australia, does not agree
with the apostle Paul, who
stated, at Hebrews 9:22, that
“unless blood is poured out no
forgiveness takes place.” The
clergyman is quoted as stat-
ing: “What Christians have to
discover is that what will save
the world is not Christ’'s suffer-
ing, but ours. It is not his blood
which counts, but ours. The
followers of Jesus will not be
saved by Jesus' blood, but by
their radical cbedience to God,
humanity and truyth.” This
minister's rejection of the ran-
som, at the Wayside Chap-
el at King's Cross, Sydney, is
typical of the lack of faith in
the Secriptures among modern
clergymen.

Children Killed by Parents

& A published United Press
Internaticnal report stated
that “every day one or two
children 5 years old in the
United States are killed by
their parents.” The infanticide
rate among five-year-olds is
greater than the combined to-
tal taken by tuberculosis,
whooping cough, polio, mea-.
sles, diabetes, rheumatic fever
and appendicitis. In addition,
every hour about five Infants
are injured by their parents
or guardians, report Drs. Ray
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E. Helfer and C, Henry Kemipe
of the University of Coleorado.

Church and Gang

@ United States senators were
told in July how American tax-
payers’ dollars have been used
to subsidize gangs in Chicago,
Tllincis. Witnesses told of gang-
sters using a Preshyterian
church in Chicago as an arse-
nal. Lieut. Edward Buckney,
commandfer of the gang unit
of the Chicago Police Depart-

ment, stafed that “there are
racillties for ‘honeymoons’ at
the church., These 'honey-
moons’ are alleged to be part
of initiation rituals performed
by prospective female gang
members with male members.”
Witnesses also testified of
gambling, drinking, cleaning
guns and smoking marijuana
in the church. The church was
reportedly a job-training cen-
ter financed by more than
$631,000 of the taxpayers’

money from the Office of Eco.
nomic Opportunity—an agency
of the United States govern-
ment’s “war on poverty.” In
nearly a year of the program’s
operation, 83 trainees were
placed in jobs, but only 53 of
these were still on their jobs
in mid-May. The cost to the
taxpayers amounted te $11,900
for each of these trainees still
working, according to a sena-
tor.
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To keep you informed

The Waichtower is a magazine with a significant name. That
is because it serves a significant purpose, It is like a literad
watchtower on an elevated place where a wide-awake person
with sharp vision can see far into the distance ang tell those
below what is drawing near. From its vantage point, resulting
from close adherence to God’s own Word the Bible, The
Watchtower looks to the future and makes known events that
ara.now drawing near. And what is drawing near? God’s own
new order of rightecusness, which you ask for when you pray:
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven.,” (AV) Keep yourself informed. Read The Waichtower

regularly.
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AWAKE! . . . the magazine to please every taste

Over 5 million readers want the facts presented in an un-
biased way and they find that Awake! does just that!

Last year you could have read excellent discussions on these

topics:

Drug Addiction Population Crisis
Fluoridation Crime and Youth
Devaluation of Money Extinet Animals
Evolution Tumors

Medicaid Blood Transfusion
Archaeology Laundering

Sleep . Catholicism

High Blood Pressure Business Frauds
Aerial Photography Solving Marriage Problems
Christmas Toys for Children
Preventing Food Poiscning Buying an Automobile

and many, many others!

This year you will find even more in its covers to delight and
inform you. Subscribe now.- You may not read it all, but
isn't it reassuring to kiiow that it is all there?

Mail the ecoupon. Send only 8&/6
(for Australia, $1; for South Africa, T0c).
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