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THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE 

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our times must 
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. "Awake'" has no fetters. It recognizes 
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; it is unham­
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, thai it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of "Awakel" is not narrow, but is international. "Awakel" has its 
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles are read in many lands, in many 
languages, by millions of persons. 

In every issue "Awake!" presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It 
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent posses in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which 
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical 
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. "Awakel" pro· 
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awake!" pledges itself to righteous principles, to eXposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those 
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for Ihe establish. 
ment of God's righteous new order in 'this generation. 

Get acquainted with "Awake!" Keep awake by reading "Awake'" 
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"It is already the hour for you fo awake." 
-lIbman. 13,11 

Volume XLIX Lendon, England. October ~2, 1968 Number 20 

What Has Hoppene~ to - -D 
II FORAUTH 0 HI '"'. Many now challenge the ob­

ligation of citizens to obey the 
law. What is the proper position? 

THROUGHOUT the world there is a 
marked breakdown in respect for 

authority. 
In Chicago, a city that has experi­

enced rioting and increasing crime, 
O. W. Wilson, as head of police, ob­
served: "There is not only lCl.ck of re­
spect for police authority, but for all 
our institutions--our courts, the church, 
parents, the home. In every situation 
where there is an authority figure, some 
people are rebelJing against that figure. 
People today simply seem insistent on 
being above authority." 

An editor of a news magazine wrote: 
"We are today on the verge of a com­
plete breakdown of our governmental 
structure .... City after city is plagued 
with 'demonstrations' and disorders Jed 
by irresponsible elements who put their 
own interests above those of the com­
munity. Crime has increased to an un­
precedented degree as law enforcement 
is frustrated .... Even clergymen, who 
are supposed to preach doctrines of hu-
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man love and conciliation, have joined the 
mob, and some have actually participated 
in 'sit-ins' or 'lie-ins' or marches that have 
incited violence."-U.s. News &; World Re­
port, August 29, 1966. 

Why is respect for authority declining so 
drastically? Why are people in such num­
bers rebelling against it? Who is at fault? 
What is the proper attitude to have toward 
authority? 

Conscientious or Crimillal? 
If you were to judge the matter on the 

basis of the quotations from the Chicago 
police chief and the news magazine's editor, 
you could easily conclude that every person 
who does not do evcrything authorities re~ 
quire is a criminal. 

But is this so? Is the person who con­
scientiously objects to a policy or require­
ment of a particular authority the same as 
a man who burglarizes a home, assaults a 
woman, participates in looting or throws a 
Molotov cocktail through a window? Is there 
a difference? 
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In many instances, individuals sincerely 
struggle with their conscience because of 
moral issues. They observe various gov­
ernmental, religious and busin~ss authori­
ties doing things or requiring things to 
which they conscientiously object. Soci­
ety may not approve of their course, but 
does this make them criminals? Surely, 
the person who respects high moral stan­
dards and feels hurt over injustices done 
to his fellowman cannot be considered the 
same as the criminal who has no respect 
for law and order. 

But before we further analyzc the po­
sition of those who conscientiously object 
to doing what an authority may requirc, 
let us considcr the disrespect for authori­
ty that takes the form of criminal activity. 
How and where does this begin? 

Disrespect Begins in the Home 
Disrespect that leads to criminal activi­

ty is often observed to have its beginning 
in the home. J. Edgar Hoover, head of the 
United States Federal Bureau of Investi­
gation, noted that modern parents fail to 
teach their children "respect for law and 
order." They neglect to give them kind, 
but firm, discipline, or to impress upon 
them their responsibilities to the family. 
Thus, the children learn to disrespect pa­
rental authority. 

This has far-reaching effects. For soon 
the children are refusing to submit to au­
thority outside the home. As Assistant 
Chief Inspector H. Taylor of the New 
York City police explains: "There's a 
chain reaction. Disrespect for parents re­
sults in disrespect for policemen and the 
law generally." 

School is one of the first places where 
this lack of respect for authority in the 
home manifests itself outside the home. 
In some schools conditions are almost 
completely out of control, as Inspector 
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Taylor observes: "You can see this widen­
ing wave of disrespect for authority in 
the schools. In New York City schools we 
have shocking cases--assaults on teach­
ers, vandalism, displays of vicious atti­
tudes. Facing this, teachers are helpless." 

In addition to the fact that parents of­
ten do not discipline their children prop­
erly, there is also the bad example set by 
those considered to be respectable citizens. 
Some parents, for example, frequently 
break traffic laws, even asking their 
YOWlgsters to watch out the rear window 
for the police. Or they may cheat on their 
income tax, or take things that do not 
belong to them from their employer. Do 
you not think this parental example does 
much to weaken the respect children have 
for authority? 

Other Reasons 
Of course, there arc many other reasons 

for the growing disrespect for authority. 
One is the moral corruption of many per­
sons in positions of responsibility. In some 
commWlities it is common knowledge that 
officials accept payments of money to keep 
quiet about illegal operations. In fact, it 
is not unusual for citizens in certain areas 
to see policemen accept "payoffs" for fa~ 
vors. Such corruption weakens respect for 
authority. 

Thcn there is the dismay caused by 
the contradictions of religious and polit­
ical authorities. Within a church or­
ganization onc leading clergyman will 
state that war is morally right and that 
youths have the obligation to participate 
in it. Yet, another ranking clergyman of 
the same religion will say that not all war 
is morally right and that youths need not 
give support. Members of the same politiM 

cal party often display the same contra­
dictions, holding completely opposite view­
points. All of this surely does not build 
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respect for authority, especially on the 
part of younger persons whose very lives 
are at stake. 

Then, there is another major reason for 
growing disrespect for authority. It is the 
abuse of authority by those who wield it. 
When a dictator requires men blindly to 
obey his bad policies, many say that de­
cent persons should not obey. And when 
certain groups within a country. such as 
the poor or minority groups, feel discrimi­
nated against and neglected, then their 
respect for governmental authorities di­
minishes. 

Need for Law and Order 
Yet, almost everybody except anar­

chists recognizes the need for law and or­
der. Such cannot be maintained without 
the proper and legitimate respect for au­
thority. 

In a family, would there not be grave 
difficulty if children did not obey the par­
ents? If you are a parent, you no doubt 
have already seen what can result when 
children do not show proper respect for 
parental authority. Children may want 
their own way and may cry, scream and 
stamp the floor trying to get it. But your 
home would be chaos if you let them have 
their own way and govern themselves. 
That is why the Bible wisely commands 
children to be obedient to their parents. 
-Eph.6:l. 

Similarly, what would happen if every 
person became a law to himself and re­
fused to obey laws he did not like, even 
good laws designed to regulate traffic, 
morals, and other human relationships? 
The result would be anarchy. As C. Fried­
rich, professor of government at Harvard 
University, notes: "Modern man claims 
autonomy, demands freedom and insists 
on governing himself. This threatens uni­
versal anarchy because a large number of 
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people have no idea of how to govern even 
their own thoughts and passions." 

Thus, any nation or society whose citi­
zens fail to accord proper respect to law 
and authority simply cannot long endure. 
"In all recorded history, none ever has," 
points out former Supreme Court Justice 
Charles Whittaker. He adds: "On the con­
trary: History shows that every society 
which became lawless soon succumbed, 
and that the first evidences of each soci­
ety's decay appeared in the toleration of 
disobedience of its laws and the judgments 
of its courts." 

Respect for Bad Authority? 
While decent perSons can see the need 

for proper obedience to authority to pro­
tect their welfare, what happens if the 
authority is bad? What if a dictatorial 
ruler orders one to do things that violate 
one's sense of morality? Should his orders 
be unquestioningly obeyed? 

Following World War IT questions such 
as these were raised with respect to a per­
son's moral responsibility in the face of 
immoral actions ordered by the Nazi au­
thorities. On trial at Nuremberg for their 
war crimes were Germans who said that 
they simply had obeyed the orders of their 
governmental authorities. Could they prop­
erly be convicted and punished for carTy­
ing out those orders? Bayard Rustin, a 
proponent of civil disobedience, explains: 
"The meaning of the Nuremberg Trials 
was precisely that: Gentlemen, you say 
you did these things bC'cause they were 
the law. We chop off your head because 
you did not have moral stamina enough to 
engage in civil disobedience." 

In this case unqualified obedience to 
misused and abused authority earned con­
demnatory judgment. Those Germans 
were either imprisoned or executed for 
their crimes, even though they had only 
been carrying out orders. Clearly, it is 
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one thing to suffer an injustice because 
of harsh and oppressive actions of rulers; 
but it is an entirely different matter to 
execute an order that inflicts such injus· 
tice and oppress~on on others. 

Observes N. Chomsky, professor at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology: 
"After the lesson of Dachau and Ausch· 
witz. no person of conscience can believe 
that authority must always be obeyed. A 
line must be drawn somewhere." 

Where to Draw the Line 
But exactly where is the line to be 

drawn? When should authority, whether 
political, religious or otherwise, be obeyed? 
Under what circumstances is it right to 
disobey? 

This is a burning matter among many 
people today and is the subject of a great 
deal of debate. A common view about it 
was expressed by H. C. Kelman, professor 
at the University of Michigan. He said: 
"A good citizen engages in civil disobedi­
ence only when he is morally repelled by 
a law or policy and when its objectionable 
features touch on the core of his identity." 

Yet, opinions such as this do not estab­
lish a right standard. What standard 
should determine what is morally objec­
tionable? Often it is suggested that what 
laws should be obeyed or disobeyed must 
be left up to the individual. But then each 
one becomes a law to himself. and that 
results in anarchy. 

So then, how can one determine where 
he should propedy draw the line? Under 
what circumstances should authority be 
disobeyed? Who should set the proper 
standard? 

The Proper Course 
In regard to respect for governmental 

authorities, a basic difficulty often over­
looked is that no human government is 
able to satisfy all the desires of its sub-
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jects. As Professor Friedrich observes: 
"People now expect freedom from fear 
and freedom from want which are beyond 
the power of governments to supply .... 
And the more effort is made to provide 
these means, the more there is dissatis­
faction because they are not fully real­
ized." This is a fact. Never has a human 
government truly and lastingly provided 
freedom and justice for all! 

Why not? Because hUman governments 
simply are unable to provide righteous 
rule. Governments are composed of im­
perfect, dying men. They do not have the 
ability to govern with infallible justice. 
Who can? Only the Creator of earth and 
man. And will he ever do so? Yes, an·,j 
that is the reason why Jesus Christ 
taught his followers to pray for the com­
ing of God's kingdom, or government. 
(Matt. 6:9, 10) That government ruling 
from heaven will establish perfect, righ­
teous l'ulership and will do away with the 
need for all the many confiicting forms 
of human government now in evidence. 
-Dan. 2:44. 

But in the meantime, what? If we are 
to benefit personally from the change that 
God is going to bring about, then we must 
now have the kind of respect for govern· 
mental authority that God wants us to 
have. What is that? The Bible answers: 
"Let every soul be in subjection to the su­
perior authorities." (Rom. 13:1) The~e 
"superior authorities" are the earthly po· 
litical governments, and Christians are 
commanded by God to have proper re­
spect for them. Even if they do not pro­
vide the freedoms and benefits the Chris­
tian desires, he knows that no government 
of imperfect humans will do so, not even 
one that he might try to set up, and pa­
tiently he waits on Almighty God to bring 
in His perfect government. 

Yet, this subjection commanded by God 
is not total, or absolute. Jesus Christ told 
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his followers to "pay back, therefore, Cae­
sar's things to Caesar, but God's things 
to God." (Matt. 22:21) The Christian can~ 
not give God's things to Caesar (the gov­
ernmental authorities). Thus, the line is 
drawn at t11is point. And the line is not 
determined by the Christian's personal 
opinion. It is determined by the perfect 
standard God has provided as a guide­
his Word, the Bible.-l Thess. 2:13; 
:2 Tim. 3:16, 17. 

So when a human authority orders a 
person to do something that violates what 
is specifically commanded in God's Word, 
the Christian must obey the highest au· 
thority, his God. He cannot obey the hu­
man authority when it asks him to be dis· 
obedient to Almighty God. That is why 
Peter and the other apostles of Jesus 
Christ said on one occasion: "We must 
obey God as ruler rather than men." 
-Acts 5:29. 

But what if the clergy themselves urge 
you to follow a course that conflicts with 
God's law? In speaking of such religious 
leaders of the first century, Jesus Christ 
said:' "Let them be. Blind guides is what 
they are." (Matt. 15:14) Rather than fol· 
lowing such a blind guide, to your own 
injury, listen to what God's own Word 
says. "Get out from among them," and 
associate with people who really apply 
God's Word in their lives and advocate it 
to others.-2 Cor. 6:17. 

Clergymen may bc out in front in civil 
rights demonstrations. Priests in some 
parts of South America even share in 
guerilla warfare to topple the existing 
governments, because they believe them to 
be oppressive. But in so doing, are they 

being "in subjection to the superior au­
thorities"? Are they being obedient to 
God? To the contrary, they are using their 
religious office as a cloak for political ac· 
tivity and they urge you to follow them. 
But that is not the Christian way. 

Does this mean that a Christian is sup· 
posed to be unconcerned about injustice 
and suffering? Not at all. The opposite is 
true. A true Christian cares very deeply, 
but he also appreciates that Jehovah God 
has reserved the destruction of this entire 
wicked system of things and its "superior 
authorities" for the appointed king of his 
kingdom, Jesus Christ. Persons who really 
believe the Bible have supreme confidence 
that God will set matters straight, and 
that he will do so in the very near future. 
(Rev. 19:11·16) With sincere concern for 
their fellowmen, they point them to this 
as the only real answer to the deep­
seated p1'Oblems of humankind. 

Here, then, is the sure way of fulfilling 
one's obligations to both God and man­
by obeying the standards of conduct and 
conscience inspired by God and recorded 
in the Bible. These standards enable the 
Christian to conduct himself properly in 
every situation. They show him which \vay 
to go when there is a conflict of authority. 
They safeguard him against joining in dis· 
respect for all authority, for all law and 
order, because proper obedience to author­
ity is required by God. And when authori­
ties do what is hurtful, he patiently en· 
dures, looking forward to the time when 
the only righteous and just government, 
the kingdom of God, will cause God's righ· 
teous standards to be Applied everywhere 
on earth.-Matt. 6:9, 10; Rev. 21:3, 4. 

Where Is the Comet? 
" The spectacular comets that shoot through space are often thought to be 
gigantic. And large they may be; the tail of the Great Comet of 1843 was some 
200,000,000 miles long. Yet if all the matter in 10,000 cubic miles of such a tail 
were collected together, it has been estimated that it would amount to less than 
a cubic inch of solid matter. 

OCTOBER 2:2, 1968 7 



ONE out of every six Americans reach­
es the age of forty-five without his 

original teeth. This high incidence of 
tooth loss could be avoided if more people 
would take care of their teeth while they 
have them. But too many persons take 
their teeth for granted and fail to realize 
that lack of care can ruin them. 

How have you been treating your teeth? 
Do you know what to do to keep them? 
When they are gone, it is too late. The 
time to care for them is while you have 
them. Children especially need to learn at 
an early age to value their teeth and how 
to give them proper care. 

Tooth Decay 
A major cause of tooth decay, it is be­

lieved, is the refined sugar and starch in 
the foods that a great many people eat, 
These are acted on by bacteria in the 
mouth, producing harmful acids that be~ 
gin attacking the enamel of the teeth 
within a few minutes. Thus, if food is left 
between the teeth, it pennits the bacteria, 
over a period of time, to produce acids 
that gradually break down the enamel in 
those spots. Although tooth enamel is 
the hardest substance jn your body, it 
cannot resist indefinitely prolonged and 
repeated acid attacks. 

After a \:(.'hiJe a small cavHy wi]] form 

in the tootn and decay will progres. 
sively eat away the tooth. If left 
untreated the cavity wiII steadily 
grow larger and larger. In time in­
fection may set in and spread to 
tbe jmvbone and other parts of the 
mouth. Then you will be in real 
trouble. 

Would it not be much wiser to 
prevent as many cavities as possible 
and have those that do appear cared 

for promptly by a dentist? His drill, of 
course, is not pleasant, but when a cavity 
is small the painful drilling is far less 
than when the decay has spread. So the 
longer you put off going to a dentist the 
more painful your ViRit may be when you 
do finally go, and your bill will also be 
larger. 

Among children, decay is the primary 
cause of loss of teeth. Parents, therefore, 
are wise if they teach their children prop­
er tooth care and have their teeth exam­
ined regularly. 

Gum Infections 
Disorders of the gums and of other tis­

sues connected with the teeth are said by 
dentists to be the major cause of loss of 
teeth after the age of thirty-five. One of 
these disorders is called gingivitis. It is 
caused by accumulation {In the teeth of 
food particles and tartar, which irritate 
the surrounding tissues. Tartar is an in­
crustation of food residues and other 
substances. 

If this condition is allowed to continue, 
the gums can be~ 

CROSS SECTION come badly in~ 
OF rOOrH 

flame~, swollen 
and tender. They 
may eventually 
draw away from 

'" eo,,, LOSS the teeth, caus-
ing pockets to 
form between the 
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gums and the teeth. That makes the situa­
tion worse, because food lodges in these 
pockets and is very difficult to remove. 
The tissues may never reattach to the 
teeth, and the bone under the teeth may 
develop infections that destroy it. Even­
tually the teeth become loose and have to 
be removed. 

Artificial Teeth 
Perhaps you know someone who ne­

glects his teeth because he dislikes the 
thought of going to a dentist and having 
a drill used on them. He may reason that 
when his teeth are so bad that they have 
to be pulled out he can wear dentures, 
that is, artificial teeth. That is dangerous 
reasoning. Not everyone can wear them 
successfully. Also, infection from bad 
teeth may destroy the bone ridge under 
them, making it very difficult, if not im­
possible, to use the fa1se teeth satisfac­
torily. Besides that, the infection could 
cause the health of one's entire body to 
deteriorate. 

A full set of artificial teeth cannot 
function as well as a complete set of nor­
mal, healthy teeth. They can cause much 
discomfort and many problems to those 
wearing them. A person is much better 
off if he makes his natural teeth last ,as 
long as possible by giving them proper 
care. 

Of course, there may be occasions when 
bad teeth have to be removed. When this 
happens a prompt replacement of the 
missing tooth by an artificial one is rec­
ommended by dentists. The other teeth 
can be adversely affected when a tooth is 
missing unless the empty space is filled. 
The adjacent teeth and the opposing teeth 
can be caused to shift out of their normal 
position because of the undue pressure put 
on them. This can injure the supporting 
bone and soft tissues surrounding the 
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shifting teeth. So dentists recommend fill­
ing gaps promptly with artificial teeth. 

Keeping Teeth in Good Condition 
Proper nutrition is an important ,factor 

in developing and maintaining good teeth. 
Even before a baby is born the principal 
development of his teeth has begun, and 
this means that the mother needs good 
nutrition because. it aff('.<;:.t<;; the U<c'V'C1op­
ment of the child's teeth as well as the 
rest of his body. 

After a child is horn, adequate amounts 
of protein, minerals and other important 
food elements are needed for proper 
growth of the teeth. It requires a measure 
of discipline to make the child eat what 
is for the good of his body, and not only 
what pleases him. Control over the snacks 
he eats later on is also necessary because 
of the usual preference children have for 
tooth-damaging sweets. 

Parents can encourage their children to 
get in the habit of eating raw foods, such 
as fruits, nuts and vegetables, as snacks. 
These are much better for their teeth and 
their general nutrition than candies and 
pastries. Raw fruit.·,; and vegetables help 
to keep the teeth clean and the body 
healthy. 

If you have the custom of eating pas­
tries and other foods with starch and re· 
fined sugar, it is not likely that you will 
readily change your eating habits to pro­
tect your teeth. But you can do some· 
thing to help protect the teeth from the 
acids formed after eating such foods. You 
can keep your teC'th clean by frequent use 
of a toothbrush. 

BI'ushing your teeth will prevent food 
from collecting on your teeth and doing 
damage by l'emaining there fol' long pe· 
riods. Doing so aiter each meal means 
that less tooth-damaging acid wi.U be. 
formed. It also means that food particles 
will not be decaying in your mouth, to 
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cause inflammation of the tissues and a 
foul odor. Dentures also need to be cleaned 
after each meal so as to maintain a clea'n 
mouth. 

Before going to bed at night is a very 
important time to brush your teeth. Oth­
envise the bacteria \viU have all night to 
work on the food particles and produce 
tooth-destroying acids. By keeping your 
teeth clean over long periods, such as at 
night, you can help to keep your mouth 
less susceptible to tooth decay and dis­
eases of the connecting tissues. 

A dentifrice such as toothpaste ought 
to be used at night, as it can give the 
teeth a good cleaning. Because the denti­
frice contains an abrasive for cleaning the 
surface of the teeth, it is better able to 
remove the food film that may cling to 
them. At other times of the day plain 
water, salt or even a little soap can be 
used with a toothbrush to clean food par­
ticles from the teeth. Every few months 
a little pumice powder with the dentifrice 
will give the teeth a very good cleaning, 
removing many of the stains that may 
accumulate. But be careful not to injure 
the gums when using it by brushing too 
vigorously. Using pumice too frequently 
can also damage tooth enamel. 

A soft brush is recommended by many 
dentists, as it will not injure the gums. 
A brush with even tufts of bristles is good. 
Careful and thorough brushing is needed 
to do a good job of cleaning the teeth. 
Dental ftoss or a toothpick can be used to 
remove food particles caught between the 
teeth and which a brush cannot removE'. 

Use them gently, however, so as not to 
injure the gums. 

Effective brushing includes rotating the 
brush so the bristles sweep the teeth from 
the gums to the biting edges. This, of 
course, needs to be done on the inside as 
well as the outside surfaces of the teeth. 
The chewing surfaces of the upper and 
lower back teeth also need to be brushed. 
Including a back~and-forth motion over 
all the surfaces of the teeth helps to pol­
ish them. 

A child needs to be shown how to brush 
his teeth properly and encouraged to es. 

tablish the habit of do­
ing it regularly after 

every meal. A par­
ent can get him in 
that habit by 
brushing his teeth 
for him until he is 
old enough to do it 
for himself. 

So the best way 
to keep down tooth 
cavities and pre­
vent trouble result-

ing from inflamed tis­
sues is to brush your 

teeth after each meal. But good tooth 
care includes more than this. Visiting a 
dentist regularly to have your teeth ex­
amined and any existing cavities filled is 
an important part of that care. 

If you still have your own teeth, try to 
keep them as long as you possibly can. 
Appreciate these marvelous instruments 
that the Creator has provided, and show 
that appreciation by giving them the 
good care they require. 

<$.> The results of an analysis of thirty·eight of the commonly eatcn fruits, 
or things eaten as fruits or desserts, showed that rhubarb had the lowest 
calorific vulu,', having only eighty calories per pound. On the other end 
of the scale, avocado measured the highest, with 1,200 calories per pound. 
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''Awake!'' Appreciated over the Years 

THE International Bible Students, as 
Jehovah's witnesses were known prior 

to 1931, were holding their first great con~ 
vention after World War r in Cedar Point, 
Ohio, September 1-7, 1919. Everywhere 
the 6,000 delegates from many states and 
lands saw signs with the initials "GA," and 
tried to guess what these letters stood for. 
Well, on Friday, September 5, J. F. Ruth­
erford, president of the Watch Tower So­
ciety, in his discourse "Address to Co­
laborers," told what they stood for: The 
Golden Aqe~ a new magazinf> published by 
the Society, 

It was to be a magazine of "Fact, Hope 
and Courage," and put the stress on the 
kingdom of God, the "golden age" for 
which mankind had been hoping for so 
many centuries. Additionally, it sought to 
keep its readers informed on all that was 
of interest and value in the fields of poli­
tics, science and medicine, business and 
industry, plants and animals, agriculture, 
and wonders of creation. In particular did 
it espouse the causE' of the poor and op­
pressed and expose dishonesty, corrup­
tion and oppression wherever found, Fas­
cism and Nazism being some of its early 
targets. 

The most widely cil'culated of its early 
issues was No. 27, published September 
29, 1920. It dealt with" 'Distress of Na­
tions': Cause, Warning, Remedy." More 
than four million copies of this issue were 
distributed world wide, The nature and 
t.one of much that appeared in The Golden 
Age during its first ten years are appar­
ent fl'om a letter that, among other things, 
st.ated: "The Golden Age is the most won­
derful paper I have ever read, so full of 
spicy world news, and conditions all over 
the globe, You certainly are to be- con-
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gratulated on the articles on .. ' the Medi­
cal Trust, the Power Trust and the Qergy 
Trust, and all the other devilish schemes 
that are being propagated to make life 
miserable for aU of us. Anyone issue is 
worth many times more than what you 
recei.ve for a wh'U\'C Jl'Cal"~ 'Subst:rlp'i.ion, 
and I would not want to be without this 
particular magazine for twenty times the 
cosL" 

Name Changes 
After some eighteen years the name 

was changed from "The Golden Age" to 
"Consolation," as the term "golden age" 
savored of Greek mythology. Besides, it 
was felt that "Consolation" was a more 
fitting name in view of the trying times 
in which we have been living. 

However, after a number of years it 
became apparent that the name "Conso­
lation" did not seem sufficiently represen­
tative of the purpose and scope of this 
magazine, Ever so many people who found 
it interesting did not feel any need of 
consolation. So with its August 22, 1946, 
issue, it became known as "Awake!" At 
this time it also changed from a biweekly 
magazine, that is, every two weeks, or 
twenty-six times a year, to semimonthly, 
or twice a month, with twenty-four issues 
each year, coming out on the 8th and 22nd 
of each month. This schedule fit in well 
between issues of The Watchtower, which 
comes out on the first and fifteenth of the 
month. 

The opening article of the August 22, 
1946, issue was entitled "Wake Up, 
World!" and showed that the purpose of 
Awake! wa.", to ten "How to be on tn'C a1'Cl't 
in a busy but blind world," Among its oth­
er articles was a very discerning one en-
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titled "Juvenile Delinquency or Adult De­
linquency?" and a fine one on the body's 
circulatory system titled "The Stream of 
Life." In it also appeared for the first time 
the feature "Watching the World," which 
has continued ever since. Awake! pledged 
itself to "righteous principles, to exposing 
hidden foes and subtle dangers." Its new 
name was most appropriate in view of the 
urgent times in which we are living, as 
can be seen from the fulfillment of Bible 
prophecy. 

For some years now Awake! has been 
publishing special issues on subjects in 
which people are greatly interested and 
on themes prominent in the public mind. 
By means of these special issues it has 
rendered a public service, even as can be 
seen from the reader response. It had a 
special issue on the United Nations, which 
gave a clear description of the various 
bodies comprising it together with a rec­
ord of its successes and failures and ref­
erence to it in the Bible. Another special 
issue dealt with "Evolution or Creation 
by God-Which?" and clearly spelled out 
the difference between fact and fiction in 
regard to this theory, eliciting much fa­
vorable response. Thus a science teacher 
in Montana wrote: "\Vhat is a teacher to 
do when evolution is taught right in the 
textbook? What you people are doing is 
exactly what is ne!;'dcd to give the stu­
dents the other side of the question." 

Highlighting the dissension, revolution 
and confusion existing within the world's 
largest religious organization was the spe­
cial issue "The Catholic Church in the 
Modern World." And shortly thereafter 
Awake! publislied a special issue on "Medi­
cal Experiments and Your Health," which, 
among other things, dealt with heart 
transplanting. A doctor from Biafra, upon 
reading this issue together with a doctor 
friend, at once began a personal study of 
the Bible and attending meetings of Je-
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hovah's witnesses. He was thrilled by 
what he saw and heard at the "Good News 
for All Nations" District Assembly in Bel­
fast, Ireland, and said, "I will have to 
attend many more of these assemblies." 
When asked what his religion was, he 
replied, "A month ago 1 was Roman 
Catholic." 

Another striking issue of Awake! was 
"Finding an Answer to the Problem of 
Race." It was quoted in a number of news­
papers, including the Denver Post, be­
cause of its timeliness and value. Among 
other special issues that have elicited 
much favorable response was the one on 
"Youth and Drug Addiction." 

Then again, grateful parents have ex-_ 
pressed appreciation for the Awake! ar­
ticles on how to teach children the facts 
of life, and marriage partners have 
thanked Awake! for articles telling what 
roles each is to play. Many readers have 
greatly enjoyed its articles on the inter­
esting facts regarding the earth and the 
starry heavens, even as many have found 
most helpful its articles on health. 

Readers of Awake! will doubtless be in­
terested to know that it is printed in ten 
different countries in addition to the Unit­
ed States, among which are such widely 
separated places as South Africa, Finland 
and Korea. Of the twenty-six languages 
in which Awake! is published, English 
comes first for quantity, Spanish next, 
closely followed by the German and 
French editions. 

Appreciation for Awake! comes from all 
parts of the world, as is indicated by a 
report in the 1968 Yearbook of Jeho1Jah's 
Witnesses telling of the great success it 
is enjoying in the republic of Senegal in 
West Africa. Truly the distribution of 
Awake! is as widespread as is the nature 
of its contents, and many letters testify 
to the fact that it has been well appreciat­
ed over the years. 
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Have Held 

All Those 

Animals? 

How much foom wa. there aboard 
the ark? Wa. there enough spoce 
10 accommodate the ancestors of 

"I! land Qnimol. living today? 

INCREASED recent interest in the Bib1e 
has produced much discussion, many 

questions, and one of the most expensive 
films of all times. Paris Match! France's 
leading picture magazine, recently pub­
lished six pages on Noah's ark, as porM 

trayed in the film "The Bible." It said 
of the ark: "Ordered by Jehovah, 5000 
years ago, \I< it now cost a half billion 
[francs; one million dollars]." 

What most amazed Paris Match was the 
ease with which the a.nimal scenes were 
filmed. Regarding the scene of the ani­
mals going into the ark, it said: "John 
Huston had planned a week's filming. A 
morning was enough; for Huston had been 
able to make a friend of each animal." 

Many persons consider the Biblical ac· 
('aunt of the Flood to be no more reliable 
than are stories told to amuse children. 
And the quaint "ark" pictured in this 
film may not have added greatly to their 
confidence in the accuracy of the Biblical 

• Bible chronolOgy puts the date of the Flood at 
2.3'70 B.C.£.. or 4.337 y .. ars ago. 
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account. However, their curiosity may at 
least have been aroused. Perhaps sur· 
prised to read that Huston, "with only 
his calm voice," had succeeded in main· 
taining order "in the world's largest me-. 
nagerie," some may well have wondered 
whether Noah did not succeed in doing 
the same thing. 

This matter particularly interests Chris· 
tians, because Jesus Christ and the Bible 
writers viewed the Flood as an actual his· 
torical occurrence. They cited it in warn· 
ing that God would destroy the present 
wicked system of things, and as an ex­
amp1e of how to escape "that uestr'Ucticm. 
-Matt. 24:37-39; 1 Pet. 3:19, 20. 

One of the major questions relative to 
this event is how each kind of animal 
could have been accommodated in the ark. 
Was the number of animals as large as 
commonly believed? Just how big does 
the Bible say the ark was? What was its 
cargo capacity? The answers to these 
questions may surprise you. They will also 
shed light on the question of whe~r the 
Flood was earth wide or not. 

Size and Shape of the Ark 
To Wlderstand what the Bible says 

about the a1:k we fi __ r<;;t m\l£,t ui~ard t.J;>& 

popular idea presented in both religious 
art and "Bible storybooks." We must put 
aside the idea of a quaint little ship with 
pointed bow and stern, on the deck of 
which sits a charming little house with 
chintz-curtained windows, out of which a 
bearded ow. man benevolently looks. at the 
skY, while a pair of puzzled giraffes 
stretch their long necks over the front 
deck's guardrail. Such a picturesque 
craft could hardly preserve the number 
of animals to which the Bible refers. The 
ark the Bible describes was far different. 

The Bible says the ark was 300 cubits 
long, 50 cubits wide and 30 cubits high. 
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(Gen. 6:15) Modern man is not in the 
habit of counting by cubits, but this mea~ 
sure was approximately the distance from 
a man's elbow to the tip of his middle 
finger. This measure is generally calculat~ 
ed as about 18 inches, although some think 
the ancient cubit was nearer to 22 or 24 
inches. Thus, according to the conservative 
calculation, the ark was at least 450 feet 
long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high, and 
it might possibly have been considerably 
larger. 

Further, it should be borne in mind 
that the ark was not shaped like a ship, 
with tapered bow and stern. The Bible 
says it had compartments for the animals, 
was lit by an opening that likely ran 
around the entire structure just under the 
roof, and had lower, second and third 
stories. (Gen. 6:14~16) But, despite giving 
such details, it says nothing about its 
having a rudder, sail or oars. According to 
the Bible's description it was a great float· 
ing chest or box, having neither prow nor 
stern. It did not need such equipment, 
since it was not designed to move from 
one place to another, but merely to float 
safely on the surging waters. 

The Bible uses the Hebrew words 
'oni.yah' and tsi for ship. However, nei~ 

ther of these is used for the ark. It is 
called te.vah', which means "chest" or 
"box." This boxlike shape obviously al­
lowed far more space than would be 
found in a ship with a pointed prow or 
stern. The French authority F. Vigoroux 
wrote: "It was naturally inappropriate 
for navigation, but it could hold a third 
more cargo than an ordinary boat." 

Truly, the size of the ark was colossal. 
Its sheer massiveness was staggering, even 
if we hold to the conservative measure~ 
ments of 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 
45 feet high. It is only in recent years that 
ships have been built that are larger. 
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Each of its decks would have contained 
33,750 SQuare feet of floor space, or a 
total of 101,250 square feet of floor space 
for the three stories. This is almost twice 
the area of two American football fields! 

The Ark's Cargo Capacity 
How much cargo could a huge, enclosed 

chest of that size carry? Much more than 
you might think. 

There would be over 1,400,000 cubic 
feet of usable space in a structure of the 
dimensions of the ark. And how mucn is 
that? Well, a standard railroad stock car 
contains 2,670 cubic feet effective capaci­
ty, according to Mechanical Engineer.s' 
Handbook (1958), edited by Lionel :.;. 
Marks. That means that the space within 
the ark would equal more than that con· 
tained in 524 railroad stock cars. Or it 
would equal the carrying capacity of 10 
freight trains of about 52 cars each! 

How many animals can a standard rail· 
road stock car carry? The book Types and 
Market Classes 0/ Live Stock by H. W. 
Vaughan observes: "The number of ani· 
mals per car varies greatly, depending on 
the size and age of the animals ..•. Re· 
ports of stock cars and railroads show 
that the average number of meat animals 
to the carload is for cattle about 25, hogs 
in single deck cars about 75, and sheep 
about 120 per deck." 

This means that in each double~deck 

stock car 240 sheep can be accommodat­
ed. Thus, in just half the space contained 
in Noah's ark (the space equal to that in 
about 262 railroad stock cars) 62,880 
sheep could be carried! Of course, it is 
unreasonable to believe that the animals 
in the ark would have been as crowded 
as sheep are in a stock car, especially 
since they were there for more than a 
lunar year. (Gen. 7:11; 8:4, 13, 14) 
Nevertheless, even figuring conservative-
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ly, thousands of animals the size of sheep 
could have been accommodated in the ark. 
And this would still leave the remaining 
half of the vessel for storage of food sup­
plies and for Noah and his family. 

Yet, even with this vast amount of 
space, would there be enough room? Is 
it not true that there are s'ome one million 
different species of animals? Could these 
all have been preserved in the ark? 

How Many Animals? 
When the ark was completed, Noah 

brought into it two of each "kind" of 
animal and flying creature, and seven of 
each "clean" kind, the seventh or odd 
"clean" animal apparently to be used later 
for sacrifice. (Gen. 6:20; 7:2) But the 
number of "kinds" of animals required in 
the ark to repopulate the earth after the 
flood was not nearly as great as some 
persons might think. 

It is true that one of the world's leading 
systematic taxonomists, Ernest Mayr, 
lists some one million animal species. 
However, about three-fourths of these are 
insects. And only 17,600 are vertebrate 
animals other than fishes. Of these 17,600, 
just 3,500 are mammals (which also in­
clude sea animals such as whales and por­
poises that could survive outside the ark) 
and 8,600 are birds. The rest are reptiles 
and amphibians, many of which, too, did 
not need to be i.nside the ark to survive. 

Noteworthy, also, is the fact that there 
are comparatively few v~ry large-sized 
species of animals. In fact, according to 
one estimate, there are only about 290 
species of land mammals that are larger 
in size than a sheep, whereas well over 
1,300 are estimated to be smaller than 
rats. Thus, Noah really had relatively few 
large animals to feed and care for in the 
ark. 

A key factor to remember, moreover, 
is that the present classification scien· 
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tists call "species" is not necessarily the 
same ~s the family "kinds" that Noah was 
commtlnded to take into the ark. (Gen. 
6: 20) That there were likely fewer of 
these pasie "kinds" of animals taken into 
the at'k than the number of "species" 
commclll1y listed today can be seen by 
consid?ring what modern scientists often 
classif;V as "species." 

Regtlrding this matter of classification, 
The Encyclopedia kmericana (1956) lUl­
der 1J1.e heading "Species" interestingly 
says: 

"wpen we familiarly talk of the different 
'kinds' of plants and animals, we indicate 
in a rough way the biOlogical ideal 01 
specieS; and the recognition of raven, jack. 
daw ~nd rook, as different kinds of crow, 
corresponds with the scientific distinction 
of these as four ditferent species of the 
genus Corvus . ... the conception of species 
is entirely relative to convenience; where 
the 'hjmperS' think a score of special groups 
with specia1. names quite suffi.cient, the 
'splitterS' may think it necessary to distln. 
guish a hundred." 

So, ~s one scientist \\Tote, "a specie8 iJl 
then a concept in the eye of the scientiBt!j 
Clearl~(, then, it does not necessarily cor. 
respond to a basic Genesis "kind." (Gen. 
1:25) In fact, it is not uncommon for 
scientWts to list as separate "species" ani­
mals t11at obviously must have descended 
from a common ancestral pair that Noah 
took irlto the ark. 

For example, there is the cat family 
with its many different species, includ­
ing tigers, panthers, leopards, and so 
forth. fIowever, it seems likely that many 
species of cats could have descended 
from art original pair of cats that emerged 
from tM ark. It is similar with the dog 
family, which includes such a vast array 
of domesticated dogs, ·as well as the re· 
lated wolves, jackals, coyotes, and so 
forth. 'Th~%e, too, ~o\\\d hav'C d'CSc'Cnded 
from an original pair. 
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So not all the varieties of cats, dogs or 
other families of animals needed to be 
preserved in the ark, but only representa­
tive members of each family "kind." 

When Jehovah God created living 
things according to their "kind," he pro­
vided a tremendous potential for variety 
within the set boundaries of that family 
kind. How obvious this is even in the hu­
man family! Ju.<;t consider the differences 
in physical features and skin color be­
tween the American Indians, Mongols, 
blond Swedes, and dark Africans. When 
this potential for variety is considered, it 
is easy to see that the number of original 
"kinds" of animals taken into the ark was 
likely far less than the 17,600 "species" of 
vertebrate animals (other than fishes) 
listed by one authority. 

Therefore, could the ark Have held all 
the necessary animals? Indeed it could 
have! As we have seen, thc ark was of 
tremendous size, capable of accommodat­
ing thousands of animals, along with their 
food supply. We have also noted that rela­
tively few species of animals are very 
large. And, finally, it is apparent that the 
number of species can be reduced to com­
paratively few family "kinds." 

Incidentally, hoW does all of this bear 
on the question commonly raised as to, 
whether the Flood was really earth wide? 
Note the comments made in the book The 
Genesis Flood: 

"Not only would an ark of such gigantic 
proportions have been unnecessary for a 
local flood, but there> would have been no 
need for an ark at all! The whole procedure 
of constructing such a vessel. simply 
to escape a local flood, can hardly be dp.· 
scribed as anything but utterly foolish and 
unnecessary. How much more sensible it 
would have been for God merely to have 
warned Noah of the coming destruction, 
so that he could move to an area that would 
not have been affected by the Flood, even 
as Lot was taken out of Sodom before the 
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fire fell from heaven. Not only so, but also 
the great numbers of animals of all kinds. 
and certainly the birds. could easily have 
moved out also, without having to be stored 
and tended fOr a year in the Ark! ,The entire 
story borders on the ridiculous if the Flood 
was confined to some section of the Near 
East." 

Survival in the Modern-Day Ark 
Thus there is no reason to doubt the 

Biblical account of an earth-wide flood. 
Rather, it should serve as a warning ex­
ample to us. Jesus said: "Moreover, just 
as it occurred in the days of Noah, so it 
will be also in the days of the Son of 
man." (Luke 17:26) At that time Noah 
and his family survived in an ark, COU,l­

ing out into a cleansed earth. Today we 
can realize similar protection and survival 
when this pl'esent system is destroyed by 
God.-1 John 2:17. 

For us this does not mean entering a 
physical place. Rather, it means coming 
into the Christian system of things, which 
can be compared to the ark. This Chris­
tian "ark" includes all the laws, arrange­
ments, principles, practices, rules and 
provisions established on earth by Jesus 
and his early followers, and which are re­
corded in the Bible. Only by conforming 
to these principles can you receive God's 
protection in the coming time of destruc­
tion, the way Noah's family was protected 
through the end of a wicked system at 
the time of the flood. 

Therefore, how wise it is to follow the 
example set by Noah, his wife, his sons 
and their wives-to separate from the 
present world of unjust men, and to en­
ter into the new Christian system con­
structed by the Greater Noah, Jesus 
Christ! Will you? Your survival and reali­
zation of everlasting life in God's prom­
ised new system of things depend upon 
your doing so.-2 Pet. 3: 13. 
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If your 
has a 

YOU 
DO? 
THREE children and 

their parents diedl-l-4-
when a fire broke out in 
their home last January, but a daugh­
ter that was sleeping in an upstairs 
bedroom survived. Unable to go down 
the st.ainvay because of the heat and 
smoke, she climbed out a window and 
dropped to the roof of an extension to 
the dining room. Then she lowered her­
self from there and dropped to the 
ground. Running to the police call box 
nearby, she summoned the firemen, but 
they were unable to save the rest of 
the family. Smoke had killed them. 

This tr'agedy, unfortunately, is not 
an uncommon occurrence. In the Unit­
ed States there are 1,500 house fires 
('very day on the average, and in the 
course of one year these fires take the 
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lives of 6,000 people. Most of these deaths 
could be prevented. 

A family of seven that did not perish 
when they discovered a fire in their home 
succeeded in getting out of the burning 
house in lust a few minutes.. Why? Be~use 
they had planned in advance what to do in 
case of fire and had had regular fire drills. 
Does your family know what to do in case 
of fire? 

Fatal Mistakes 
Knowing some of the common mistakes 

that have co'St peo-p\e tnell' lives can he\p 
you to avoid them if your horne catches on 
fire. Although your house may never have 
caught on fire, that does not mean it never 
will. That possibility always exists because 
there are so many factors that can cause 
a fire. On the average, in the United States, 
a house catches on fire about every fifty 
seconds. It would be wise, therefore, to be 
prepared in case this happens to your house, 
so that you and your family will not make 
fatal mistakes. If you do not have a fire, so 
much the better. 

But suppose you are suddenly awakened 
during the night by the smell of smoke. 
If you rush to the bedroom door and fling 
it open you could be making a mistake 
that would very likely cost you your life. 

Tt is not necessary for flames actually to 
reach a person· for him to be killed in a 
house fire. They can be on the ground floor 
and still be deadly to persons upstairs. That 
is the most dangerous place to be when 
there is a nre. Heat ana. smoke ascend the 
stairwell, trapping the people in the upper 
rooms. If the bedroom doors are open, the 
poisonous gases in the smoke will very like~ 
ly kill the people sleeping there without ever 
awakening them. Even if someone does 
awake, the gases are still likely to kill him 
if he does not get out quickly. There is a 
better chance of living longer and escaping 
if the bedroom doors are always kept closed 
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at night. They act as a temporary barrier 
to the heat and smoke. 

Now, why would it be a fatal mistake 
to fling a bedroom door open when there 
is a fire? If the bedroom doors are closed, 
the hot gases of the fire accumulate in 
the upstairs hallway. Their temperature 
can reach 1,000 degrees F., and the smoke 
and pressure can be great. When a door 
is opened, the hot gases rush through the 
doorway into the cooler bedroom. You 
can well imagine what gases heated to 
1,000 degrees would do to the person open­
ing the door. Even if one were to breathe 
air that is heated to 300 degrees, he would 
die in a few minutes. 

Instead of opening the door, a person 
should first put his hand on the inside 
panel. If it is hot, he should not open the 
door under any circumstances, not even 
in an attempt to save other members of 
the family. He would never make it 
across the threshold. He should leave the 
door closed and awaken the others by 
pounding on it and shouting. They too, 
however, should know the danger of open­
ing a hot door. Escape can then be made 
through a window, and from the outside 
he can help the others escape. 

But suppose the panel of the door is 
not hot, what then? He might take a 
chance on opening the door, but with ex­
treme care. To prevent it from being 
forced open by accumulated gases that 
are deadly, he should brace his body 
against the door with his face turned 
away from the edge where the doorknob 
is. A foot should be placed against the 
door at floor level to prevent it from being 
forced open by the gases. Then he can 
open the door carefully. If pressure is felt 
against the door ,it should be slammed 
shut immediately. If not, it can be opened 
gradually, and the person can see if the 
hallway is sufficiently free of smoke so 
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he can go downstairs. If it is, he can run 
while in a crouched position, as the smoke 
will usually be nearer the ceiling than the 
floor. In some instances he might have to 
crawl along the floor. 

If the hallway and stairway are filled 
with dense smoke, he would be making 
a fatal mistake trying to escape through 
it. Even if he tried holding his breath, 
he would not likely be able to hold it long 
enough to get out. The gases in the smoke 
could render him unconscious very quick­
ly and kill him in a few minutes. Eleven 
to fourteen toxic gases are given off from 
the burning of the various things in a 
house. Eighty percent of the people killed 
in house fires lose their lives because of 
these gases. 

Get Out Quickly 
No matter how small a fire is, get 

everyone out of the house immediately. 
A woman who failed to do this lost her 
children unnecessarily. She found a fire 
smoldering in a chair, but instead of get­
ting her children out of the house first 
she ran to a neighbor for help. The two 
women carried the chair outside, but the 
children, who had been sleeping upstairs, 
were found dead. The toxic gases from 
the burning chair had gone up the stair­
way into their bedrooms and killed them. 

Other people make the mistake of try­
ing to save some of their material pos­
sessions before leaving the house, not real­
izing how quickly a fire ean spread and 
fill a house with deadly smoke. Just the 
few minutes some have taken in an effort 
to rescue a few valuable possessions 
caused them to lose their lives. One man 
who discovered a fire in his basement ran 
upstairs to save his stamp collection and 
some prized art objects. which he dropped 
to safety from a window, but he never 
lived to retrieve them. Material possessions 
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can usually be replaced. but no family can 
replace the life of one of its members. 
Is it not more sensible to save first what 
is the most valuable-your life? 

Once a person is outside he should stay 
out. He makes a grave error if he runs 
back into the house to rescue something. 
Tpis should be impressed on the children 
in your family, as some children have 
run back into a burning house to rescue 
a pet or a doll and never come out alive. 

Mistakes have also been made in send· 
ing in an alarm to the fire department. 
Taking the time to phone in an alarm 
while still in a burning house may delay 
escape long enough to mean a person's 
death. The best policy is to get out first 
and then notify the fire department by 
going to an alarm box or to a neighbor's 
phone. 

Even if you think that you can fight 
the fire, send in an alarm first. In the 
event that your efforts fail, you will have 
professional help there before it can make 
much headway. If you succeed, they are 
not likely to feel disappointed. 

Plan in Advance 
The indecision, confusion and panic that 

often strike a family when there is a fire 
can be avoided if the family plan togeth· 
er in advance what everyone will do. An 
escape route can be decided on for every 
room in the house so everyone can get 
out as quickly as possible. An alternate 
route can also be planned in the event the 
main one is blocked by fire or smoke. 
Actually using these escape routes from 
time to time in home fire drills will im­
press them clearly on the minds of every· 
one in the family. 

The father should see to it that all in 
the family understand that they must stop 
immediately whatever they are doing 
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when a fire warning is given and go at 
once by the planned escape route to the 
nearest exit. This promptness will mean 
minutes saved during a fire, and that may 
be all they need to save their lives. An­
other good habit for them to form is to 
close the doors behind them as they leave. 
This will help to bottle up the fire, slow­
ing its progress. 

It would be well for the family to go 
through the motions of testing a door as 
to whether it is hot or cool before open· 
jng it. Someone can stand on the outside 
of the door and call out "cool," and the 
one inside can practice the proper man­
ner of opening it. 

If an altermate escape route is through 
a second-story window. it would be well 
to install a rope ladder, such as is used 
to go up and down the side of a boat. This 
can be kept in a neat box in the room 
near the window, and the upper end of 
the rope ladder can be securely fastened 
to the wall. In a practice fire drill the 
ladder should actually be used so every­
one will become familiar with it and not 
become fearful of using it when an emer· 
gency arises. 

A good precaution would be to keep a 
lightweight ladder, such as an aluminum 
one, located at a convenient spot outside 
the house. If it is kept in a locked garage 
it will be of little value in an emergency. 
Perhaps it could be kept along the side 
of the house behind some flowers and 
shrubbery. As part of the plan for getting 
the family out of the house, this ladder 
could be quickly set against preselected 
windows by the first person out of the 
house. 

As other members of the family get out, 
one could run to the nearest fire-alarm 
box where, in case of a real fire, he would 
turn in the alarm. The father will want 
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to instruct the entire family as to how to 
operate the alarm, actually taking them 
to the box. While there he could warn the 
children against turning in a false alann 
as a prank. 

Incorporated in the plans should be a 
spot where the family could gather when 
they are safely outside. It will then be 
easy to ascertain if anyone is still in the 
house. Many frantic fathers have lost 
their lives by going back into a burning 
house thinking that a child was still there 
when he actually had escaped. 

If a family lives in an upper floor of an 
apartment house, its members can become 
familiar with the various escape routes 
that are available to them. Their knowing 
what to do if smoke cuts off these routes 
is also important. They can practice stuff­
ing rags into the cracks of the doors to 
keep smoke out. Actually doing this will 
make everyone familiar with where the 
rags and the handiest tool for stuffing 
them into the cracks can be found. In an 
actual fire they could protect themselves 
from the heat by keeping these rags wet 
and gathering under wet blankets by the 
open windows to wait for firemen to res­
cue them. The windows ought to be opened 
at the top and bottom so that any smoke 
that does get into the room will go out 
the top and fresh air will come in the 
bottom. 

Since young children have a tendency 
to hide under a bed or in a closet when 
frightened, a father would want to train 
his children not to do this in case of fire. 
With patience they should be taught what 
to do, even if it is just standing near the 
window to await rescue. Firemen have 
lost precious minutes searching under 
beds and elsewhere for frightened chil­
dren. They should also be taught to roll 
up in a blanket or rug or even to roll on 
the ground if their clothing catches fire. 
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Warning System 
A system that will give automatic warn~ 

ing when a fire breaks out is of great val­
ue because there is n'o assurance that any­
one in the family will be awakened if the 
fire happens at night. Many people have 
been killed in their sleep by the poisonous 
gases in smoke. An alarm that will au­
tomatically make a loud noise in case of 
fire will give a family more time to es­
cape. 

There are various systems that operate 
on a heat-detection arrangement. When 
the air around a heat detector reaches a 
certain temperature the alarm is activat­
ed. The father of a family that was saved 
by one said: "Without a doubt the fire­
alarm system, which is the sort of thing 
I would not expect me to have in. the 
house, saved us." When they looked back 
at their blazing home, he said, they were 
astonished that they were not still inside. 

An alarm that will warn of smoke is 
even more valuable, because smoke is so 
deadly. Seventy-five percent of home fires 
begin as slow, smoldering blazes that are 
not usually hot enough to activate aver­
age heat detectors but that could activate 
smoke detectors. Although a detection 
system that warns of smoke and fire can 
be expensive, it may save the lives of your 
family. 

The tragic thing about the many deaths 
caused by fires in homes is that most of 
them are unnecessary. They could be 
avoided by advance planning. Even if one 
is not able to afford an alarm system, one 
can haove a fire-escape plan and fire drills. 
You may never need them; but if you do, 
they can mean the difference between 
preserving your family and losing it. Why 
be indifferent to the danger of a fire and 
allow your family to suffer another of the 
many fire tragedies reported in daily 
newspapers'? 
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ON HIS way home from 
work Friday, Fred 

stopped by the bank and 
deposited his week's salary. 
He drew $20 cash for pock­
et money. It was the ordi­
nary procedure for wage 
earners, or their wives, 
each payday in a small 
mi.dw~te.rn. oomm\l1\\t":J'. 

Now, $20 seems like a 
very small sum in view of 
Fred's plans to leave 
that evening by jet 
plane on an overnight 
trip to New York. But 

~ed~~~~e~o;::~~~n ~~ CONVENIENT and DANGEROUS 
pick up his round-trip 
ticket. He paid for his fare by handing 
the young lady a laminated plastic card 
itom )"lis wa11et. She fittea It Into a small 
machine and pressed a set of printed re­
(Ceipt forms over it, so that the receipts 
all picked up an imprint of Fred's name, 
address and code number embossed on the 
plastic card. He signed the receipts, 
whereupon she gave him a copy Ilnd re­
turned his card. 

Later Fred's wife Dorothy drove him 
to the airport. On the way they stopped 
at a gas station, paying for gas and oil 
in the. same U\.aUt1£J;:, tb.-i.", ti.lX'o.£ \.w5 .. :n'E, w..­
other card. In New York Fred spent the 
night at a hotel, where payment for room 
and other services was also effected by 
using still another card. "Amazing," 
thought Fred, as he drifted off to sleep 
that njght. "I could prolong a trip like 
this, even bring my. wife along, travel far 
and wide, stop at 11Ote1s like this one, 
rent cars, boats, almost anything, and 
charge it all up throtlgh credit cards." 

Next morning before his business aQ­
pointment Fred discovered that a }1ecktie 
had been crumpled in his .suitcase, so he 
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rode the elevator down to a men's shop 
in the hotel lobby and purchased a new 
tie. The clerk casually indicated a match­
ing shirt, so Fred had him wrap that up 
to()-...--3.long with a set of enhancing cuff­
links and a tie clasp. It was aU so casual 
-made him feel so affluent to charge 
these sundries to a credit card. 

Credit cards have become so common 
in the United States that most of the 
larger department stores issue tl1eir own 
cards. One of the latest experimenters 
with the credit card is the retail grocery. 
1.\"\. {'<I..~t, ~%~\. "'O.~"'j\"A\y,"b <;.';Q"rl \:Ie Van'rrcls~ 
with credit cards today. 

For example, Fred, on the way back to 
the hotel from his business appointment, 
happened to notice a shop featuring "fab­
ulous" imported tablecloths. It happened 
to be a "closeout" sale, and there was 
one beautiful handmade Portuguese speci­
men wi th napkins rnarked down to a real 
"sacrifice." After all, Fred had been gone 
from his wife all of Friday night and aU 
da~ S2..t1J.\i:.da3. "R.;c q{~y,t..~ +"'\:r 1~:"'i:'""r% 7amn: 
a present for her, and it was so etlsy with 
the little plastic card. 
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During the flight home he surveyed his 
resources, and realized that he still had 
most of the $20 he started out with­
expense for taxis and bellhops having been 
his only cash outlays. 

Convenient for Travelers 
Credit cards were introduced in the 

United States in the 1930's. They first ap­
peared as a form of retail credit service, 
issued by department stores to preferred 
customers. Ostensibly to make the shop­
per's chore a bit easier, the main idea 
was to entice more credit business. A 
scattering of banks began, too, to sponsor 
retail credit cards as a credit service for 
participating merchants. 

Then the larger petroleum companies 
began to provide credit cards as a means 
of extending credit near and far for busi­
nesses, retail customers and travelers. 
Their system worked admirably, for a 
petroleum company with nationwide out­
lets would be assured that no matter how 
far or how long the card-holder traveled, 
he would in the nature of things trade 
only at their stations. 

In the 1950's so many oil companies 
were issuing cards that the independent 
service stations began honoring compet­
ing cards. At many stations today you can 
use anyone of a number of cards. Too, 
oil companies, through the credit-card 
system, arc offering a tempting array of 
services and goods. Doubtless you have 
seen ads aimed at the family, featuring 
glorious, once-in-a-lifetime vacations, with 
rental cars, boats, skis, surfboards, not to 
mention food and lodging-all chargeable 
on credit cards. Moreover, long-term bud­
get payments are encouraged. 

Credit Cards Go World Wide 
A look at the back of one of Fred's 

credit cards-the highest membership fee 
he pays for any of his cards is $12 a year 
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-reveals the wide range of goods and 
services available. It is recognized at over 
160,000 establishments-hotels, motels, 
restaurants, specialty shops, oil compa­
nies, airlines and car rentals. It is ac­
cepted as identification for purchase of 
traveler's checks at more than 300 of­
fices of a prominent bank with branches 
in 47 lands on 5 continents. 

A competing card offers "instant" cred­
it at more than 315,000 cstablishmen1;.-<:; 
throughout the United States and 137 oth­
er countries. Card-holders are encouraged 
to obtain ste-amship, rail, bus and air trav­
elan current and time-payment plans. If 
you need a secretary while you are out 
of town, can you charge it? Yes, by 
means of this convenient credit arrange­
ment, and a businessman can charge a 
complete catering service for his next big 
conference-complete with food, flowers 
and even waiters. 

Bank Credit Cards for Retail Shoppers 
Some more competition in the credit­

card businpss is supplied by the banks. 
While travel companies cater to the trav­
eler and businessman, and require a rela­
tively high credit rating, the bank credit 
cards are aimed broadside at the general 
populace with little-perhaps too little­
regard to the individual credit rating. The 
average everyday shopper is the target of 
the bank credit card, and 80 percent of 
these are women. Apart from other con­
siderations, the aim of the bank card is 
to induce more and more shoppers to buy 
more and more goods and services on 
credit. 

And the banks are into this business 
with both feet. In 1965 there were about 
100 banks in scattered cities participat­
ing. Two years later it was estimated that 
nearly ] ,500 banks in all parts of the 
United States had plunged into some form 
of the credit-card business. They send out 
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one itemized bill to their credit~card cus~ 
tamers each month. If paid within thirty 
days there is no interest or service charge. 
If, however, payments are --stretched out 
over a longer period, there is an interest 
charge, usually 11 percent per month on 
the remaining balance, 'which, if calcuIat~ 
ed on an annual basis, amounts to 18 per~ 
cent interest. 

Conveniences 
In the use of credit l'aed", there are cer~ 

tainly advantages that Fred and other U";~ 
ers will readily concede. One does not 
have to risk carrying around large sums 
of money. Nor is it necessary to worry 
about trying to cash personal checks when 
away from home. And many users like the 
convenience of ~vel'ing a multitude of 
purchases with a single check each month. 
It is so much easier, some say, to keep 
track of one's budget this way. 

Of course, credit cards have to be paid 
for by someone. Of late, most credit 
cards aee issued free of charge. On the 
surface the merchants and participating 
businesses pay for the service. Payment 
by merchants is made in the form of a 
membership fee, plus a sum ranging from 
3 to 8 percent of each purchase charged 
on the card. But, in the long run, this 
discount is tacked onto the retail price of 
the purchase. That is why in some parts 
of the country restaurants and other 
stores offer customers discounts for pay· 
ing cash. Cash·paying customers, on the 
other hand, often ask for a discount where 
they see that credit cards are honored. 

"Too convenient" is the way some peo­
ple appraise the credit~card arrangement. 
They claim that it offers a strong temp· 
tation to indulge in impulse spending, as 
in the case of our friend Fred. "About 
that Portuguese tablecloth I brought home 
to Dorothy," he admitted a bit red-faced, 

OOTOBER 2Z, 196," 

"there was one wife who grimaced rather 
than smiled when she saw the price on 
the credit·card receipt-even though it 
was marked down to a fraction of the 
cost on the price tag." 

Invitation to Swindlers 
A more insidious side to the credit·card 

business is the trail of fraud and crime 
that follows in the wake of the e2qlandtng 
volume of credit~card users. "Just two 
years ago," reminded Sale..<J Management 
magazine in its issue of October 15, 1967, 
"the credit card industry's biggest worry 
was the college sophomore who took 
someone's wallet full of cards on a Fort 
Lauderdale spring vacation spree." Two 
years, however, have seen undreamed·of 
changes. "The 140 million credit cards 
now in use add up to the marketing mir~ 
acle of the decade, but organized crime 
\~ ml)v\ng in," "the ~ame maga2ine cau­
tioned in an article entitled "Charge Now, 
Pay Never." 

Here is a revealing case history, for 
example: "A repairman for the company 
that prints Diners Club cards made a deal 
with mobsters to supply them with 5,000 
blank cards, embossing machines, print· 
ing materials, and the names of Diners 
Club members. The gang counterfeited 
the cards, then set up a nationwide net­
work or pushers. Post Office Department 
mail fraud inspectors smashed the scheme, 
but not before 200 cards were used for a 
month, costing Diners Club $50,000." 
-Sales Management, October ]5, 1967. 

In early 1967 a survey of the largest 
oil company members of the American 
Petroleum Credit Association revealed a 
total of 16,600 pending fraud cases. By 
mid-September 1967, the Diners Club "hot 
cards" had reached the figure of 11,314. 
Carte Blanche reported a loss of $12 out 
of every $1,000 worth of business in 1966. 

23 



Meanwhile American Express had 250 se­
curity officers on the watch in key cities 
throughout the world. It was planning to 
launch a touch-tone phone and computer 
linkup that would enable the company's 
250,000 business participants to determine 
a card's status without delay. 

Bank Cards Loose a Crime Wave 
It is estimated that swindling in con­

nection with credit cards would produce a 

Another congressman claimed that 
credit-card abuses were reaching the pro­
portions of a national scandal. He esti­
mated that more than a million cards 
are lost each year and about 300,000 sto­
len. Legislation is already under consid­
eration that would prohibit banks from 
issuing any more cards unless certain 
strict requirements are first met. 

If you are a credit-card user, you do 
well to guard your cards as though they 

loss in 1967 of from 
$20 to $50 million. 
Meantime the coun­
try has been deluged 
with unsolicited 
bank credit cards 
mailed out by fran­
tically competing 

.--------------.-----.-~.--

were cash, and to 
destroy expired 
cards or those you 
do not intend to use. 
Make sure all re-

COMING IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
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Sweden. ceipts you sign are 

banks. As described by one observer: 
"Just before Christmas, 1966, the big race 
started. All the banks hit the mails with 
five million cards. Armed with sheaves of 
mailing lists, many overlapping, they in­
discriminately sent the cards all over the 
lot in an attempt to get a piece of the 
juicy holiday sales." 

The postal system was overburdened, 
cards got lost, and amateur swindlers 
teamed up and roamed the stores, buying 
goods under the $50 limit (above that 
price the stores usually check with the 
banks). The loss taken by the banks was 
immense. Meantime a congressional in­
vestigation was touched off. Bankers were 
guilty of "highly unsound banking prac­
tice," according to one congressman. Said 
another official: "There is a mountain of 
evidence that a great many Americans 
don't know how to use credit. Our per­
sonal bankruptcy rate is three times high­
er than it was ten years ago. Last year 
alone, the figure jumped by 13,OOO."-Ad­
vertising Age, November 1967. 

. _. __ . ___ -._.,_..___.._J clear as to total price 
and will not easily 

admit of fraudulent changes. Never lend 
your card. And if you lose one, report it 
immediately-you will be held responsible 
Wltil you do. Save all your receipts and 
compare them carefully with your month­
ly statements, for there are frequent er­
rors in the billing process. 

If you are not a credit-card user, weigh 
well both the advantages and the perils 
involved before you plunge into this 
"easy" method of credit purchasing. Is it 
worth the dangers inherent in the sys­
tern? Is it worth while for you to pay 
the hidden charges plus the interest 
charges if you are unable to pay the 
credit-card bills promptly? A more seri­
ous question to be considered, too, is the 
effect that this method of purchasing can 
have on both you and your loved ones. 
Will you be able to withstand the urge to 
splurge? Can you avoid becoming rna· 
terialistic? Will you know where to draw 
the line? 

Remember, 
dangerous, as 

the credit-card system is 
well as convenient. 
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Forty-sixth Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead 
In the list below, rows are nllmbered from front to back and names are listed from left to right in each row. 

(1) Clink';l'ah·~. J.; :\Iaurischat, L.; Johnston, D.; Piedmont. D. Smith, K.; Elliott, E' Berry, L.; :\liteheJl, M.; Podlaitis. S. 
(2) Yurkoll, C.; "'etherell, B.; Mahon, S.; I~e.·ett. A.; lJecker, S. DiLorenzo. A.; Hodges, J.; Mitchell, S.; Threlfall, A.; \Valker, B. 
(3) Storer, ,J.; Sawula, D.; Howard, B.; Barber, A,; Ampy, S. Harkness, A.; Chase, 0.; Lavinia, M.; "telling, JlIf. (4) Austin, J.; 
\Vestby, ~'.; Trost, H.; Tarr, L.; Gavette, E.; Bleich, R; Ovenell, P. Simmons, Y.; Bjerre, V.; Stelling, K. (5) Kyhe, A.; IJellinger, R.; 

~~ Davis, H.; Charley, V.; Bleich, S.; Bonsell, E.; Clay, J.; Delgado, M. Jackson, M.; Hodges, N. (6) Linden, D.; Kaue, B.; Adams, C.; 
Trost, D.; Petit, B.; Stroud, 0.; Zoryan, S.; Cimino. B.; Jauernick, G. Levett. K (7) Michaelson, .r.; Toews, M.; Storer, A.; Rinaldo, D.; 
\Viekhorst, M.; Monezi, L; Minty, S.; Schoen, J.; Sundvall, R. \Viekhorst, R. (8) Bjerre, P.; Dani, S.; Yeargin, B.; Oberlloessel, F.; 
,Jackson, M.; Lavinio, P.; Steinke, H.; Chapl.ell. N.; Bischof, \V. Dunuar, H. (9) Kaue, 0.; Clinkscales, T.; Trahan, A.; Dubrosky, M.; 
Haagpnqpn, '1'.; Guindon, K.: Jonp~, B.; Libby. B.; \Vesthy. G. Lihhy, L. (10) Mallon. E.; Andl'eas,en. K.; SundvaJl, S.; Povlscn, P.; 
]~arlH'l'. J.; ~\'litl'h(:ll, K.; Stroud, P.; Cimino, P.; Davis, Ie; S(>hne d(·t', F.; l\1ullrif.:.chRt. n. 



Graduates of Gilead School Join Missionary Ranks 

JUST before Jesus Christ left the earth, 
he instructed his fonowers to "make 

disciples of people of all the nations." 
(Matt. 28:19) He said that Christians 
were to be witnesses "to the most distant 
part of the earth." (Acts 1:8) And he 
assured them that by means of God's holy 
spirit he would be with them "until the 
conclusion of the system of things." 
-Matt. 28: 20. 

Also, Jesus gave many identifying 
marks that would make up a great sign of 
the times so that his future followers 
would know when the "last days," or 
"time of the end" for this wicked system, 
had arrived. One of those identifying 
marks was that "this good news of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the in­
habited earth for a witness to all the na­
tions; and then the end will come." The 
fulfillment of BibJe prophecy in our day 
shows that without a doubt we are now 
living in those "last days."-2 Tim. 3:1; 
Dan. 11:40; Matt. 24:14. 

This means that the greatest preaching 
work ever accomplished would take place 
in our time. To all parts of the earth 
earnest preachers of God's Word would be 
sent. They would be proclaiming the good 
news of God's established kingdom and 
the fact that this wicked system is fast ap­
proaching its destruction at God's hand. 
This earth-wide preaching is being car­
ried on now by more than one million of 
Jehovah's witnesses in 198 lands. 

To accomplish the worldwide proclaim­
ing of the good news more thoroughly, 
the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead 
was established in New York State in 
1943. - It provides intensive training for 
ministers to equip them for special mis-
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sionary assignments. Since the beginning 
of this unique missionary school, 4,664 
persons have graduated. 

Included among these are ninety-nine 
who graduated from the most recent class, 
the 46th, on September 8, 1968, in New 
York city. These students' came frory. 
eight countries: Brazil, Canada, Englana, 
Denmark, Gennany, Italy, the United 
States and Turkey. While their average 
age was only 27.8 years, their devotion to 
God could be noted by the fact that be­
fore coming to school they had already 
been in the ministry an average of over 
eleven years each! Among this dedicated 
group of ministers were to be found 
twenty married couples, seventeen single 
men and forty-two single women. 

Part of their training during the five­
month course included learning a lan­
guage. Fifty students studied French and 
forty-nine studied Spanish. This language 
training was very practical, as the ma­
jority were assigned to French- and 
Spanish-speaking countries in Africa and 
Latin America. 

Graduation day began \vhen the presi­
dent of the Watch Tower Society, N. H. 
Knorr, welcomed the audience of 2,045 
persons, some of whom had come from 
distant lands by plane. The program in· 
eluded brief talks by the instructors of 
Gilead School and by other mature over­
seers as well. These speakers encouraged 
the graduates to put their training to 
good use by teaching others God's Word 
so it could accomplish God's purpose. But 
they were cautioned to expect opposition, 
as missionaries of Jehovah God would be 
special targets of Satan the Devil. Indeed, 
some of them may undergo persecution, 
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imprisonment and suffering. Yet Jeho· 
vah knows what his servants are going 
through. Hence, these graduates were ad­
monished to maintain their love for God, 
as GQd will maintain his love for them 
and sustain them in their work. 

After these speakers, telegrams sent 
from many parts of the world were read. 
These offered encouragement and ex­
pressed appreciation for the work the 
graduates would be doing. One group of 
missionaries in Africa expressed the pre­
vailing sentiment when they said to the 
graduates: "We are rejoicing with you on 
this very happy day as you prepare to 
enter foreign fields of missionary work. 
We are thrilled at having nine of you join 
us in the Ivory Coast, and are anxiously 
awaiting your arrival!" 

The vice-president of the Watch Tower 
Society, F. W. Franz, then spoke enthu­
siastically about the need to 'breathe' out 
spiritually healthful expressions. As a per­
son's physical breath can tell something 
about his physical and emotional state, 
so what he breathes out in expressing him­
self tells what kind of a person he is. By 
what he gives vent to he reveals his in­
ward self. Thus Jehovah can see by what 
a person 'breathes' out what kind of in­
dividual he is, what qualities he displays, 
whether those of God or those of the 
Devil. The missionaries were urged to con­
tinue being breathing creatures that re­
flect the qualities of God, demonstrating 
love, peace and kindness to those they 
meet in their missionary assignments. 

The main discourse of the day was de­
livered by the Society's president, N. H. 
Knorr. His thoughts centered about the 
theme of looking into God's Word as a 
mirror. A person spends time in front of 
a literal mirror to see what his physical 
appearance is. However, he will be able to 
determine far more about himself when he 
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looks into the Bible. There he can see if 
he has the qualities God wants him to 
develop. The speaker asked: "When you 
look into this book, do you see yourself?" 
By continuftlly looking into God's Word a 
person can determine how God wants him 
to act. Hence, he can change his course of 
life to bring it into harmony with God's 
will. As the apostle Paul showed, many 
who were formerly practicers of vile 
things have done this and "have been 
washed clean." (1 Cor. 6:9-11) Yes, the 
mirror of God's Word enables the indi­
vidual to "put away the old personality" 
and to "put on the new personality" that 
conforms to God's righteous require­
ments.-Eph. 4:22-24. 

When the diplomas \\;erc given to the 
students, it was also announced where 
each would be sent for missionary work. 
This brought applause from the audience 
as they observed how widespread the 
scope of the missionary activity is. Liter­
ally, "to the most distant part of the 
earth" they were being sent. (Acts 1:8) 
Truly, the grand preaching work is pro­
gressing marvelously, and this group of 
new missionaries will give it added im­
petus. 

The graduates themselves expressed 
deep appreciation. One of their group read 
a letter in which the graduates said: "As 
never before in our lives, we have seen, 
felt and experienced how Jehovah's or­
ganization is directed by heavenly wis­
dom." The letter also made evident the 
determination of the graduates, for they 
stated: "We will apply the storehouse of 
knowledge and wisdom received, to the 
best of our ability. And, with Jehovah's 
help, the determination we all have is to 
stay in our missionary assigmnents until 
Armageddon, yes, even after Armaged­
don, as long as Jehovah wants." 
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Natural History Confirms 
Bible Accuracy 

-' --

THE animal creation testifies to the ex­
istence of an all-wise Maker. Said 

faithful Job: "Ask, please, the domestic 
animals, and they will instruct you; also 
the winged creatures of the heavens, and 
they will teU you. . . . Who among all 
these does not well know that the hand 
of Jehovah itself has done this?" (Job 
12:7-9) As Creator, Jehovah knows bet­
ter than any man the creatures He has 
made. It is only to be expected therefore 
that the book in which God has revealed 
himself would be accurate in every detail 
in its references to the creation. 

Long has it been maintained by critics 
that the rock badger ("coney," AV), an 
animal resembling a large rabbit but hav­
ing short, rounded ears, short legs and 
virtually no tail, is not a "chewer of the 
cud" as indicated at Leviticus 11:5 and 
Deuteronomy 14:7. Typical is the com­
ment of one naturalist: "Hebrew law pro­
hibited their being eaten on the ground 
that they chew the cud but do not have 
cloven hoofs-actually they do not chew 
a cud and have doubly cloven hoofs." 

Recently, however, the Bible's classifi­
cation of the rock badger as a cud-chewer 
has been vindicated. Zoologist Hubert 
Hendrichs, in observing rock badgers at 
the Hellabrunn Zoological Gardens near 
Munich, Germany, noticed that these 
creatures made peculiar chewing and 
swallowing movements. He found that 
they actually do chew the cud from 
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twenty-five to fifty minutes each day, 
usually during the night. The German 
newspaper Stuttgarter Zeitung of March 
12, 1966, commented on the discovery: 
"Although this fact was previously un­
known to accepted zoology, it is not new. 
In the eleventh chapter of Leviticus . . . 
you can find it. . . . Thus, facts known 
thousands of years ago can at times sink 
into oblivion and then one day be an: 
nounced as 'latest results of research!'" 

As to the claim that the rock badger's 
hoofed toes are doubly cloven, what are 
the facts? Can it be said that this crea­
ture's front feet, cach having four toes 
terminating in hooflike endings, resemble 
the foot member of a "splitter of the 
hoof," such as a cow? No. Nor do the 
rock badger's hind feet, each equipped 
with three toes and a corresponding mun­
bel' of miniature hoofs or nails, bear any 
resemblance to the cow's divided hoof. 

Similarly, scientific investigation in this 
century has shown the Bible to be right 
in referring to the hare as a cud-chewer. 
(Lev. 11:6; Deut. 14:7) It has been found 
that rabbits reingest their food by a pro­
cess termed "pseudo-rumination." (For 
further details see Awake! of April 22, 
1951, pages 27 and 28, and of April 22, 
1963, page 19.) 

Another scripture that has been called 
into question is Deuteronomy 32:11: "Just 
as an eagle stirs up its nest, hovers over 
its fledglings, spreads out its wings, takes 
them, carries them on its pinions." 

Although some have doubted that ea­
gles ever actually carry their young in 
such a manner, a guide in Scotland is re­
ported by Sir W. B. Thomas as stating 
that "the parent birds rof the golden 
eagle] after urging and sometimes shov­
ing the youngster into the air, will swoop 
underneath and rest the struggleI' for a 
moment on their wings and back." An ob­
server in the United States is quoted in 
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the Bulletin of the Smithsonian 1n.."Ititu· 
tion (Vol. CLXVrr, page 302) as saying: 
"The mother started from the nest in the 
crags and, roughly handling the young. 
ster, she allowed him to drop, I should say, 
about ninety feet; then she would swoop 
down under him, wings spread, and he 
would alight on her back. She would soar 
to the top of the range wi'th him and re­
peat the process." G. R. Driver, comment­
ing on these statements, observes: "The 
picture [at Deuteronomy 32:11J then is 
not a mere flight of fancy but is based 
on actual fact."_PaleMine Exploration 
Quarterly, January-June, 1958, pages 56, 
57. 

At Job 39:29 mention is made of the 
farsightedness of the eagle: "From there 
it has to search for food; far into the 
distance its eyes keep looking." This har­
monizes fully with what has been discov­
ered by scientists. Observes Rutherford 
Platt in his book The River' of Lite, pages 
215 and 216: 

"We find the championship eyes of the 
whole animal kingdom ... [in 1 the eyes 
of the eagle, the vulture, and the hawk. 
So keen are they that they can look down 
from a thousand feet in the air and spot 
a rabbit or a grouse half hidden in the 
grass. Sharp eyesight of the hunter eye is 
caused by the reflection of the objcct fall­
ing on a dense clump' of pointed, cone­
shaped cell.s. This tiny spot in the back 
of the eyeball absorbs light rays from the 
object through thousands of points, in a 
special manner which summons up a clear 
image in the mind. For almost all hunters, 
such as the skunk, the cougar, and our­
selves, the single spot of cones is enough; 
we look straight ahead and approach di­
rectly the object of our gaze. But not so 
the eagle or the hawk, which, having fixed 
the rabbit in the grass with its sharp 
focusing cones, ma~ then approach by a 
long, slanting dive. This causes the image 
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of the target to move across the back of 
the eyeball on a curved path. Such a path 
is precisely plotted for the eagle eye so 
that instead of a clump of cones the div· 
ing bird has a curved path of cones. As 
the eagle zooms down, the rabbit in the 
grass is thus held in constant focus." 

Even where animals are used in illus­
trations, exactness of detail may be noted. 
The prophet Nahum, fQ1' examl).'It<!. 'I.'.'0ffi­

pared Nineveh to a lair of lions, saying: 
"Where is the lair of lions, and the cave 
that belongs to the maned young lions, 
where the lion walked and entered, where 
the lion's cub was, and no one was making 
them tremble? The lion was tearing to 
pieces enough for his whelps, and was 
strangling for his lionesses. And he kept 
his holes filled with prey and bis hiding 
places with animals torn to pieces."~Nah. 
2:11, 12. 

Nahum's description is in complete 
agreement with what is known about the 
family life of the lion. During the time 
the female is nursing the cubs, the male 
supplies her with food. Later he assists 
the female in bringing game to the den 
for the cubs, which do not accompany 
their parents on the hunt until they are 
half grown or even older. After making 
a kill, lions usuaIly devour part of the 
meat immediately, hiding or guarding 
whatever may remain to be eaten later, 
in effect, keeping "hiding places with ani­
mals torn to pieces." 

The above are just a few of numerous 
examples illustrating that the facts of 
natural history confirm the accuracy of 
the Bible. There is no need to bring the 
inspired statements of God's Word up­
to-date. However, where man's knowledge 
stands at variance with the Holy Scrip­
tures, in due course it is found that the 
Bible is true, and man has to adiust his 
books to correspond with newly discov­
ered facts, 
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Consultlng the St.at'!! 
<$ This has been a confound· 
ing year for news. Therc has 
been more controversy, more 
surprise, more complexity 
than in any year within mem· 
ory, said Time magazine. The 
year has seen youth in protest, 
political schisms, thc war in 
Vietnam, pearl" talks, assas· 
sinations, a gold rush, the de· 
valuation of the British pound, 
France in upheaval, Czecho· 
slovakia invaded, birth control 
denounced by the pope. And, 
as each week of upheaval and 
unpredictable events gets writ· 
t&n into history, people's in· 
terest grows more and more 
intensE'. As in Paris, many are 
consulting the stars for the 
answer. In Paris, it is said 
there is one priest for evPrY 
5,000 persons, one doctor for 
every 514, and one fortune­
teller for every 120 inhabi· 
tants. France, it is said, has 
34,000 full·time astrologers, 
compared to 6,000 in America. 
According to the French Bu­
reau of Statistics, more is 
printed on astrology in France 
each year than on astronomy, 
physics and mathematks {'om· 
bined. 

A Scientist Regrets 
'*' Britain's leading woman 
scientist, Dame Kathleen Lons· 
dale, first woman president of 
the British Association for the 
Advancement of Sdenc(', said: 
'I have to admit to an oc('a· 
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sional and nightmarish fear 
that all my life's work has 
been wasted, that science is, in 
fact, if not a monster, at best 
a victim of man's determina· 
tion to destroy himsclf and his 
inheritance.' Dame Kathleen, 
65, Professor of Chemistry at 
London University, listed the 
"horrors" that scientists had 
produced: from nuclear bomb!; 
and chemical and biological 
weapons to ugly 'scientific and 
technological debris,' su('h as 
slag heaps and detergent 
foam in rivers. She criticized 
scientists for "washing their 
hands" of the consequence of 
their research. 'I think that 
one should not work in any 
field of which the immediate 
and obvious application is evil 
and the good application ob· 
scure,' she said. 

Hoarding Gold * The Vatican reportedly has 
bcen buying gold steadily since 
January of this year and now 
has a standing order to buy 
almost a half miHion ounces 
every fortnight. So said S1(>­
fan Jean Rundt. head of S. J. 
Rundt & Association, interna· 
tionally known economie con· 
sultants. Rundt said: "People 
buy gold because they trust a 
dead metal more than they 
trust a Jive politician!" 

Among the War Victims 
'*' Men, women and ('hildren 
are not the only victims of 

war. Rhinoceroses were fre· 
quent visitors to the northern 
province's of South Vietnam. 
They are no longer seen there. 
The rifles, bombs and artillery 
have driven them away. Also, 
where once green hills were, 
now moonscape craters and 
scorched dirt appear. Whole 
forests have been smashed in· 
to kindling by B·52 bomber 
strikes. Many de(>r, tigers, ele· 
phants, monkeys and wild.. 
boar have fled from SouUt. 
Vi(>tnam into Cambodia. In· 
sects that fed on leaves have 
died quickly. Birds have mi· 
grated to other forests. Man's 
scientifi(' genius is making a 
wasteland out of what was 
once a haven for wildlife. 

Dishonesty 
~ A published Reuters report 
from Paris stated that, accord­
ing to a French National In· 
stitute public- opinion poll of 
"ight countries, namely, 
France, England, the United 
States, Canada, the Nether· 
lands, Switzerland, Sweden 
and Norway, almost everyone 
agrees that the world is be· 
coming more dishonest. In 
1960, only a slightly greater 
proportion of people in the 
United States said life was get· 
ting worse in terms of honesty 
than held the opposite opinion. 
Today, however, five times as 
many say "wors(:!" as say 
"bettf'r." 

l\Iarriage of Militarism 
and Religion * Dr. Marvin Fox, Professor 

of Philosophy at Ohio State 
University, told the American 
Jewish Congress symposium 
of United States and Israeli 
intellectuals: "In America, the 
synagogucs are for the most 
part a failur(>." Amos Elon, 
Tel Aviv newsman and author, 
said he was "shocked" by the 
"militarization of faith" by 
Israel's chaplain corps. "Torah 
scrolls and machine guns side 
by side, military weddings with 
the bridal canopy held up by 
bayonets -these are manlfesta· 
tions of a kind of marriage 
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of miUtarism and religion 
which disappoint tens of thou­
sands of Israelis who hoped 
that establIshed rellgion in 
Israel would be a force against 
militarism and for humanity." 

Unwed Mothers 
+ Twenty years ago unmar­
ried mothers were primarily 
street girls, cheaply dressed, 
and who were looked down 
upon. Then the youngest un· 
married mothers were usually 
sixteen. But today the majority 
of unwed mothers come from 
so·called "good homes," and 
the youngest unmarried moth· 
ers are now 12·, 13· and 14· 
year·olds, so stated Brigadier 
B. Palmer, who has been rna· 
tron of Bethany hospitals 
throughout New Zealand for 
n years. "We have one 15· 
ycar·old," she said, "having 
her fourth illegitimate baby." 
One in every three New Zea· 
land homes was connected 
with illegitimacy, Palmer said. 

Sacred Birds 
.. It costs the taxpayers of 
India $35,200 a year to repaIr 
and maintain their parliament 
building. Part of this sum is 
for cleaning the massive round 
structure, 560 feet in diameter, 
of droppings from pigeons, a 
sacred bird that Hindus wUl 
not kill. 

Shot by a Pig 
+ A loaded rifle is dangerous 
no matter where it is. A .22 
rifle was locked in the trunk 
of a car with two small pigs. 
The pigs were in a burlap 
sack. Mrs. NanC}' Marie, her 
husband and their two chilo 
dren went for a ride in their 
car. The mother suddenly 
slumped in the scat. Apparent. 
Iy one of the pigs stepped on 
the loaded rifle. It fired. The 
bullet passed through the back 
and front scats of the car and 
killed the mother. 

A Dmg Epidemic 
.. Heroin addiction in Britain, 
said William Paton, Professor 
of Pharmacology at Oxford 
University, has become an epi· 
demic, and the death rate in 
the young heroin addicts is ten 
times the normal. A follow-up 
study of 168 young New York 
offenders Who used marijuana 
has found that at least 40 per· 
cent later began using heroin. 

Swaziland Independent 
+ The tiny African country of 
Swaziland, only some 1,000 
square miles in size and with 
a population of 400,000, became 
an independent kingdom on 
Sf'ptcmber 6. It was the last 
British·held territory in Africa. 
Swaziland, however, has had 
the special status of a protect· 
ed state and internal self· 
government since April 25, 
1967. King Sobhuza II, known 
to his followers as Ngwen· 
yama or Lion, is 69 years old 
and has been on the throne 
since 1921. 
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'Ulllbat is religion's future? 
Today, religious restrictions and reforms are the subject 
of heated debate. Some see in them the future possibility 
of unprecedented changes in religious requirements, per­
haps even a complete change in the structure of the major 
religious systems. But did you know that the Bible itself 
foretold the future of modern-day religion? And what is 
more important, did you know that your own association 
with the world's religious systems could cost you your 
life in the very near future? Read this faScinating, docu­
mented, thought-provoking book 

"Babylon the Great Has Fallen!" God's Kingdom Rules! 

Send today. Only 6/3 
(for Australia, 75c; for South Africa, 55c). 

WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 
I am enclosIng 6/3 (tor Australia 75c; for South Afrlea, 55c). PIcase send me the 704·page 

book "Baby/on the Great IIas FuUen!" God's Kingdom Rulf!81 
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Are you one of those who believe our speech must be 
regulated to suit circumstances, that it may be necessary on 
our part to stretch the truth on occasion? that difficulties 
may arise if you stick too close to the facts? 

Note the Proverb (12:19): "It is the lip of truth that will 
be firmly established forever, but the tongue of falsehood 
will be only as long as a moment." 

Hiding the truth may temporarily ease a situation, but 
it is certain to compound the problem later on. Besides, as 
the psalmist said (Ps. 15:1, 2): "0 Jehovah, ... who will 
reside in your holy mountain? He who is walking fauItlessly 
and practicing righteousness and speaking the truth in his 
heart." 

Today truth is not held in high esteem. As a result, the 
whole world has been turned away from God, and many 
honest-hearted people in all nations are in complete darkness 
as to what the future holds. 

You need not be one of such! Jesus said: "The truth will 
set you free"! The condition that he set forth was: «If you 
remain in my wOl'd~ you are really my disciples, and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free."-John 8: 
31, 32. 

So, if you yearn for freedom, if you are earnest in your 
desire to know God, then you must "keep seeking for it as 
for silver, and as for hid treasures ... , in that case you will 
understand the fear of Jehovah, and you will find the very 
knowledge of God."-Prov. 2:4-7. 

This means you must turn to the Bible in serious study. 
You must rec6gnize and accept the need for instruction. If 
necessary, you must be willing to put aside traditional views 
that have brought the world to its present deplorable con­
dition. Is that too great a price to pay for real freedom, for 
the truth that leads to eternal life? 

Thousands of persons are realizing, to their everlasting 
good, that the tTUth does pay-and they are the richer for it. 
You can be too! Read this revealing and re\varding book. 
It is only 2/3 (for Australia, 25c; for South Africa, 18c). 
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In: AUSTRALIA: 11 13~resford Rd., Rtrathfleld. N.S."'". CANADA: luG Rrldg-.'bnd A w., Toronto 1', Unt. SOUTH 
AFRICA: Prj'ate Bag ~. P.O. Eland~font~jn, Tran~vaal. UNITED STATES: 117 A<1am" i::lt .. Brooklyn. KY. 11201. 
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