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“It is already the hour for you to awake.”
=——Romans 13:11

@
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NMumber 12

—Harmless Amusement
OR

Deadly Threat?

(44 ANG onto your ouija boards, folks,
the occult arts are rising again,”
declared a New York newspaper in 1967.
“From the gloomy haunts of the Man-
hattan mystics to the raunchy halls of
the West Coast cultists, a psychic wave
is swelling. . . . Sales of ouija boards
tripled during the past year,” the same
source added. )

It is reported that for the first time
the ouija board has become the top seller
among “games.” With sales of about
2,000,000 sets in the United States, it has
surpassed the game called Monopoly for
the first time in thirty-two years! 3o pop-
ular have they become that Time maga-
zine commented: “The spirit world is fair-
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ly crackling with activity these days. ...
Even the Harvard University Co-op sells
out whenever it stocks them.”

Widely advertised, they are presented
to the public as a way of increasing psy-
chic powers. One advertisement declared:
“Reach into the unknown , , . place your
hands on it and ask a question. Concen-
trate, and your question will be answered.”
The inventor of “a better ouija board”
claims it is “so spellbinding that it will
draw you and your friends into an inner
world of amazing mysticism.”

Many of those who use the board claim
they can communicate with the ‘other
world.” Even prominent people use it for
this reason. Canada’s former prime min-
ister Mackenzie King, a practicing spiri-
tualist for twenty-five years, believed he
had communicated with his mother, with
Franklin D. Roosevelf, and even with his
dog Pat, after they had died, As Maclean’s
magazine of Canada noted: “To his real
intimates he made no secret of these be-
liefs. Some of them joined him many

" times in sessions with the ouija board at

Ottawa.”
Just what is the ouija board? Is it mere
ly an innocent amusement? Or is it really

-a means of communicating with spirits in

the “other world”?

Its Background

In the 1890’ a Baltimore manufacturer
put on the market a device that was called
the “ouija board.” The name was derived
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from the French and German words tor
“yes

While there are now several variations
of the board, it is generally a rectangle
about two feet by eighteen inches, and a
quarter of an inch thick. Its surface is
polished smooth and contains the letters
of- the alphabet in two arcs. Below these
are the ten numerals in a straight line.
At the upper left-hand corner is the word
“Yes" and at the upper right-hand corner
the word “No,” with “Good-bye” at the
bottom, The most important part is, the
small, heart-shaped indicator that sits on
three pegs shod with felt. At the pointed
end is a transparent disk pierced by a pin.
This points to each letter to spell out the
message.

The first detailed account of a similar
device comes from a fourth-century Ro-
man historian. He tells how a hand of
conspirators determined the name of an
emperor’s successor by suspending a ring
from a thread over a disk, around which
were printed the letters of the alphabet.
The ring, it was claimed, pointed to the

letters that spelled out the name of the’

emperor’s successor.

There have been other varieties of this
pendulum type of indicator. They all bear
a similarity to the ouija board. One ESP
(extrasensory perception) game today
utilizes a pendulm instead of the heart-
shaped indicator for pointing to the letters,

Does It Work?

To operate the ouija board, usually two
persons sit facing each other, placing the
board on their knees. They rest their
fingertips lightly on the heart-shaped in-
dicator and then ask a question and wait
for an answer.

Does it really work? Can it spell out
messages from the “other world”? The
Wall Street Jowrnal of March 17, 1967,

4

said: "It all goes well—and the number
of pecple who say that all goes well is
legion—the pointer starts racing around
the board and spefling out the answer. In
a book, How fo Develop Your ESP Power,
believer Jane Roberts indicates her Cuija
talks as fast and as readily as a gossipy
woman.”

Others say that such claims are pre-
posterous, However, -those who have in-
vestigated the matter thoroughly have of-
ten been shaken by what they found. One
veteran reporter began hls probe with a
view to writing an exposé. Before he was
finished he was convinced that these com-
munications had awesome significance.
An eminent psychologist, noting the sue-
cess some had with the ouija board, said:

“Either our concept of what we call the
subconscicus must he radically altered, so as
to include potencies of which we hitherto
have had no knowledge, or else some tause
operating through, but not originating in, the
subconscious . . . must be acknowledged.”

—Psychics and Common Sense, by W. O.

Stevens.

" The Waoll Street Jowrnal further re-
ported: “Actress Julia Migenes says her
Quija predicted she would win a leading
role in a play that she didn’t even know
was going to be produced. She says that
she and a girl friend were working the
board in early 1965 when the Ouija
spelled Anina. In September of that year
she was invited to be in The Saint of
Bleeker Street—playving the leading role
of Anina,”’

COne Wisconsin woman asked her ouija
hoard: “What is my aunt in Chicago do-
ing right now?’ After receiving the an-
swer, she waited five minutes and called
long distance to ask her aunt what she
had been doing. When her aunt answered,
the woman was astonished te find out
that her aunt had been doing the very
thing the ouija board said she was doing!

Afnong the most publicized experiences
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with the ouija board was one that oc-
curred several decades ago. The book
Hypnotism and the Supernormal, by S.
Edmunds, tells of it;
“In 1913 a Mrs. Pearl Curran, a normal,
healthy Arnerican woman with nho special
abhilities or ambitions, was induced, some-
what against her will, to take part in some
experiments with a onija board. After a few
sittings a ‘communicator” who gave the name
of Patience Worth, and claimed to be the
spirit of an English girl who had lived during
the seventeenth century took control. These
communjcations continued for many years,
Patience graduvating from the slow and
clumsy method of the ouija ‘board, first to
automatic writing, and later to direct dicta-
tion . . . t0 a note taker. In this manner a
large number of poems . . . were produced,
also no less than six full length novels.”
One novel, 60,000 words .in length, all in
blank verse, was taken down in just thirty-
five hours! Thousands were invited to
hear Mrs, Curran’s readings. None gues-
tioned the genuineness of the perform-
ance. Among her audiences were leading
authors, poets, lawyers, judges, doctors,
scientists, journalists and professors of
philosophy, psychology, English and liter-
ature, The most painstaking investigation
of Mrs. Curran over a period of about
twenty-five years confirmed that she
could not possibly have been the author
of the material that came through her.
As Walter Prince said in his book The
Cuase of Patience Worth: “A conversation
with [Mrs. Curran], however, though
based upen an extended acquaintance,
does not give the impression that one is
in the presence of the mind that wrote.”

How, then, was she able to produce the
fantastic quantity and quality of material
that she did, first from the ouija board,
later by orally dictating it to others?
From whom did she, as well as the thou-
sands of others who use the ouija board,
get such messages?

In Mrs. Curran’s case, she stated that
the “control,” named Patience Worth,
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“takes pains to remind us that she is in
some sense . . . a messenger from God,
commissioned in her way to speak for
Him.” Yes, those who develop a capacity
for receiving messages from the ouija
board often testify that these come from
the spirit of a dead person, or from God,
or from God's angels.

Is this really so? Can the ouija board
actually contact the spirits of dead per-
sons? Does it relay messages from God
or from his angels?

Whose Qualities Displayed?

If these messages originate with God,
his angels, or the spirits of dead persons
whom God has taken to heaven with him,
then we must expect them to reflect God's
qualities.

The Bible, God’s Word, says that “God
is love.” (1 John 4:8) It also tells us that
“God is a God, not of disorder, but of
peace.” (1 Cor, 14:33) Also, God declares
that his name and purposes must be made
kncwn by those who  represent him.
Hence, these godly qualities of love, order
and peace, as well as information regard-
ing his name and purpeses, should be high-
lighted in any communications for which
God is responsible, And they should re-
flect the very high standards of morality
that God represents.—Matt. 6:33; 24:14;
John 17:26; 1 Cor. 6:9, 10. '

But are these things highlighted
through the ouija board? Note just a few
of the many thousands of examples that
can help us to determine the source of
these messages.

One person wrote to the manufacturer
of his ouija board and said: “I have one
of your ouija boards and use it a lot with
my friends. With mine it gives very good
answers early in the day and very dirty
answers at night, It feels like someone’s
moving it.”



Good answers, then dirty ones? Is that
consistent with God's love? his orderli-
ness? his morality?

Another verified experience is the fol-
lowing: “One woman had been using an
ouija board, which led to automatic writ-
ing. Within two weeks the ‘spirits’ were
whispering obscenities in her ears. She
then felt them in her bed. She had been
driven to near insanity by the experience,”
Was this a display of godly qualities at
work?

In another instance a woman started to
study the Bible. Previously, as a young
girl, she had often talked over her prob-
lems with a voice she thought was God’s.
Now that she was studying the Bible the
voice told her fo quit associating with
Bible students, Then she and her children
experienced attacks from unseen forces.
Does this sound like these spirit forces
were from God?

In Venture Imward, by H. Cayce, we
read the following experience of a person
who first used a ouija board, later went to
automatic writing, then began hearing
voices;

“For several weeks I was under their
control to the extent I could neot move, lift
an eyelash, or even speak without their
allowing it. , . . T was ‘exorcised’ but that is
something they laugh at, coming back im-
mediately in greater hordes. In the beginning
they pretended to be spirits of departed
relatives and friends, angels, ete, and Iaid
down firm and nheeded reforms toward
spiritual development, thereby gaining my
confidence, stressing I was an ‘instrument,’
... Then it became all at once a most terrible
obsession aimed at complete possesgion and
disahility. They are fiendish, insane, terribly
cunning and possessing a warped intelligence,
.+ « While the spirits picked me over they
explored my memory from top to bottom.
... Sex is an obsession with them.”

This source also tells of a man who
bought a ouija bodrd for his wife because
he had seen a magazine article recom-
mending it. They began to use the board
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8ngd obtained amazing answers. The mes-
sages claimed to originate with dead
friends and relatives. But one day while
her husband was away, the woman heard
a soft whisper in her ear. The more she
responded to the suggestions of the whis-
pering voice, the clearer it became. But
then, the voice said the woman was in
“his” power,. that he was “in love” with
her and would bring her to “his plane”
by killing her, Following this, she could
hardly eat or drink without vomiting. One
morning she came under sexual attack
from an invisible form in bed with her.

Multiply these few examples by the
thousands. They show that without doubt
the influence is far from godly, far from
loving, far from orderly, far from moral.
As Psychics and Common Sense noted:
“More twaddle, misstatements of fact,
predictions that fail, wrong names and
dates—in short, general rubbish, has come
via the ouija board than is easy to ex-
plain.”

The Source

No, neither God nor his loyal angels
could possibly be' responsible for such
God-dishonoring messages.

Who, then, are responsible? The spirits
of departed dead ones? Of the dead, God's
Word states: “As for the dead, they are
conscious of nothing at all.” (Eecl. 9:5)
“He goes back to his ground; in that day

‘his thoughts do perish,” (Ps. 146:4) No,

these messages could not originate with
the spirits of dead persons, because the
Bible plainly teaches that man does not
have an immortal soul. Death brings a
halt to all mental and physical activity.
—Eccl, 9:14,

Who, then, are left? Which spirits could
be the source of these messages? They
are spirits, frue, but of what kind? The

Bible clearly identifies them, The apostle
Paul spoke of them when warning Chris-
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tians that they had “a fight, not against
blood and flesh, but . . . against the wicked
spirit forces in the heavenly places.” (Eph.
6:12) Yes, these are wicked spirits!
Throughout the Bible they are also re-
ferred to as demons.

Do these wicked spirit forces make pre-
dictions? Do they have the power of divi-
nation? Yes, but such power is not used
for the good of mankind. The apostle Paul
noted this when he foretold: “In later
periods of time some will fall away from
the faith, paying attention to misleading
inspired utterances and teachings of de-
mons.” (1 Tim. 4:1) This demonic influ-
ence is actually leading this entire system
of things to disaster! Of our day Reve-
Iation 16:14 foretold how “expressions in-
spired by demons” would “go forth to the
kings of the entire inhabited earth, to
gather them together to the war of the
great day of God the Almighty.”

Because such wicked spirits turn men
away from true faith in God, God's peo-
ple are commanded to have nothing to do
with them. The Bible says: “There should
not be found in you anyone ... who em-
ploys divination, a practicer of magic or
anyone who looks for omens or a sorcerer,
or one who binds others with a spell or
anyone who consults a spirit medium or
a professional foreteller of events or any-
one who inquires of the dead. For every-
body doing these things is something de-
testable to Jehovah.”—Deut. 18:10-12.

These wicked spirit forces are the ones

who joined Satan the Devil in rebellion-
against God. They materialized before the
flood of Noah’s day so they eculd cohabit -

with women. (Gen. 6:1-4; Jude 6) How-
ever, since the Flood they have been pro-
hibited from materializing in the flesh,
although they can contact humans. And
today, as in Noah’s day, they are obsessed
with sex.
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So these wicked spirlt ferces, demons,
are the ones responsible for all of today’s
manifestations of ESP. They are the énes
who originate messages through ouija
boards, spirit mediums, crystal balls, by
speaking directly to persons, or otherwise.
And why is their influence so strong to-
day? Because we live in the ‘last days”
of this wicked system of things. (2 Tim.
3:1-5) Soon God will bring this system
to an end. He will also put into the death
state Satan and his demons. They know
this, for Revelation 12:12 states: “The
Devil has come down to you, having great
anger, knowing he has a short period of
time.” Hence, Satan and his demons work
feverishly to turn all mankind away from
the pure worship of God before they are
put out of the way.

Protect Yourself

How can you protect yourself from
these lying spirits? For one thing, have
absolutely nothing to do with any mani-
festation of extrasensory perception
(ESP). This includes the use of the ouija
board. In fact, do not even keep one in the
house, as that can be an invitation to de-
mon influence. Imitate the course of
many who became Christians in the first
century, of whom the Bible tells us: “In-
deed, quite a number of those who prac-
ticed magical arts brought their books
together and burned them wup before
everybody.” (Acts 19:19) Where possible,
it is also wise to avoid association with
persons who operate ouija boards or who
otherwise engage in spiritistic practices.

Do not be misled by predictions that
have come true through the use of ouija
boards. The demons can give some true
predictions. The Bible at Acis 16:16
speaks of a “servant girl with a spirit, a
demon of divination.” Some of such pre-
dictions no doubt come true. But the de-
mong do this to gain the confidence and
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trust of unsuspecting ones in order slyly
to draw them away from-the true worship
of God, ‘That is why Satan and his de-
mons often pose as angels of light..-2 Cor.
11:14, 15.

The Bible counsels: “Oppose the Devil,
and he will flee from you. Draw close to
God, and he will draw close to you.” (Jas.
4:7, 8) So to protect yourself from wick-
éd spirit forces, turn to the Word of God
that he has inspired as a guide for man-
kind. (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) Study God’s Word.
Apply the fine counsel it gives. Associate
with Jehovah's Christian witnesses, who
are doing the same.

Iy
tiy,

“Siimm

T WAS in the middle of May when the
view from the corner window suddenly
diselosed that summer was not far away.
The trees in the fromt yard and in the
orchard were sprinkled with hints of red-

dish and green colors, Shortly thereafter

a soft rain fell and the tiny pink blossoms
seemed to explode into full bloom. Soon
summer was bursting out all over!
Summer in the temperate zones of the
earth somehow has always seemed the
most vivid of seasong, a long, rich pause
in the fast-unfolding year, the time of the
biggest possibilities and promises, It is the
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No, the ocuija board is most certainly
not just a harmless amusement. It can
bring you into contact with wicked spirit
forces and under their control, thus lead-
ing you into opposition to Jehovah God.
Such could result in your losing out on
everlasting life in God's new system of
things. Emphasizing the danger are the
Bibie’s words that those who engage in
the “practice of spiritism , . . will not in-

herit God’s kingdom.”-——Gal. 5:20, 21.

So, far from being a harmless game,
the ouija board is a deadly threat to your
everlasting welfare!

year at high noon, beginning up north on
the longest day of the year, about June
21, and from there it glides downward
toward the autumnal equinox. During the
summer months life can be seen in all its
stages. It is when days seem their longest,
nights their warmest and all creation is
either its liveliest or its laziest.

Summer is a fresh reminder of earth’s
infinite variety, its ever-amazing bounty.
From little plots of corn to vast rolling
acres of wheat, oats and rye reaching for
the sun and thrusting their golden heads
or tassels up to be swept by the dry
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summer winds. The earth is like an art-
ist’s easel, rich with the color of golden
grainfields, cool with the infinite variety
of greens, and intensely hot here and there
with flaming-red flowers.

The land abounds with flowers. It is a
season for roses! In casual profusion tan-
gle the wild roses, blackberries and honey-
suckles, The fields have come alive with
daisies, black-eyed Susans, lady’s slippers,
all sorts of summer wild flowers, bright
and jaunty and full of sun..

Summer is a time. of abundant food.
Alfalfa, clover and timothy. hay for the
cattle. Hay in bloom, hay cut and baled,
hay in cocks drying in the sun. Stacks of
hay, bales of hay, millions of tons of hay
for animals to eat. There is grass for cows
to eat and for children to roll on. In the
freezer there are fryers for the Sunday
dinner and on the stove new potatoes in
the pot for guests. The table abounds with
fresh lettuce, garden-ripe iomatoes, de-
licious corn on the cob, fresh-baked cherry
pie and wild blackberries with cream! How
this reminds us of God’s splendor and his
care over all his works. Wrote the appre-
ciative psalmist: “You are opening your
hand and satisfying the desire of every
living thing.” ‘“He is .making green grass
sprout for the beasts, and vegetation for
the service of mankind, to cause food to
go forth from the earth . . . The trees of
Jehovah are satisfied . . . where the birds
themselves make nests. . . . How many
your works are, QO Jehovah! All of them
in wisdom you have made. The earth is
full of your productions.”—Ps, 145:18;
104:14-24.

The Sounds of Summer _

. The vivid sounds and movements of
spring surrender to the stillness and the
green serenity of summer. High in the
deep summer sky, cumulus clouds move
in full sail; their soft cottonlike shapes
belie the storms building up in their pow-
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erful bellies, Distant rumbles give warn-
ing. From time to time lightning and
thunderstorms jolt the hills and rain
comes down like silver threads hanging
from dark clouds. In the calm before the
storm the boughs of giant trees stand
motionless, often scattering motes of sun-
light on the forest floor, In their leafy
limbs the voices of birds are muted. The
woods are imbued with the rapture of
tulfillment.

A happy boy, glad to be out of school,
stalks the streams for minnows, worms,
frogs, perhaps a lumbering turtle. With
shirttail out, sneakers wet, followed by a
panting dog, the lad whistles away joy-
fully. Cther groups of boys can be dis-
covered chattering away beside streams
with fishing poles, or playing games in
some empty lot. .

The summer sound is the hum of in-
sects and. birds. Only a few months be-
fore, the icy world was silent and empty
of these tiny creatures. Now they seem
to be everywhere. Winged termites swarm
out of bhits of riddled wood. A hungry
generation of beetles launches an attack
on plants. At the same time, other insects
flit hurriedly from flower to flower, trans-
ferring the vital pollen from one plant to
another. While some create a good deal
of mischief, no doubt, they also do even
a greater amount of good. Small creatures
geutile through the grasses, burrow in The
soft warm earth, or snap their wings
through the air, The nights are full of

‘fireflies. The lightning bug streaks the

dark skies with its tiny green light. A
beetle delights children with its bright-red
wings. The buzzing of bees, chirping of
crickets, whine of mosquitoes, panting of
wasps, fill the air with summer’s sym-
phony.

Birds, too, join in the “happy” chorus.
Now that the nests are empty and the
offspring have tried their wings, the noisy
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crowd expends its energy by singing,
warbling, cawing, cajeling, mimicking,
croaking, warning. Talkative red-winged
blackbirds, their nests empty of eggs, are
seen swinging uproariously on brown
stalks of the cattails, scolding their young
nearby who are flickering their feathered
wings. One cannot help but be reminded
of King Sclomon's words: “Everything
[God] has made pretty in its time.”
—Eecl. 3:11.

The Sights of Summer

A soft white haze from the summer’s
heat blankets the earth. The forests, fields
and backyards flutter with song sparrows,
robins, catbirds, wrens, blackbirds, wood-
peckers, jays, bobotinks and crows. Over-
head a buzzard floats by silently. Below
nests eggshells lie on the ground. Off-
spring are trying their wings. Baby rab-
bits are pilfering in the garden. A young
calf is trying its wobbly legs while mother
cow chews her cud leisurely in the shade
of an old elm at the side of the meadow.,
The vineyards are heavy with grapes and
archards with their fruit, A lacy leaf tells
where the Japanese beetles have feasted.
Raging spring rivers are reduced to
creeks, and brooks to trickles. The pond
water is tepid with mud warmth. Fish
hardly stir, They seem lazy and reluctant
to bite the fishermen’s bait. But why
should they? Plant and insect food and
small fish are available on all sides. The
fish are contentedly full.

The earth’s creations languidly stir with
sights and sounds and smells that helong
exquisitely and uniquely to summer. There
is the faint scent of sweet clover along the
roadside and the haunting fragrance of
hot white clover and new-mown hay. Ner-
vous butterflies fill the meadows and sip
the sweet nectar of flowers. Fields are
alive with their dancing colors. There is
a mellowness about a moonlit summer
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night and something surprisingly,pleasant
aboyt warm pool waters.

There are invaluable lessons to be
learned in summertime’s wonders. The
apostle Paul said: “For ail that may be
known of God by men lies plain before
their eyes; indeed God himself has dis-
closed it to them. His invisible attributes,
that is to say his everlasting power and
deity, have been visible, ever since the
world began, to the eye of reason, in the
things he has made.” (Rom. 1:19, 20, The
New English Bible) We should .Jearn
much about God, then, in ouwr study of
creation. Well, have we?

The Master Teacher, Jesus Christ, ob-
served in creation God’s loving care. After
observing the way of birds, he said:
“They do not sow seed or reap or gather
into storehouses; still your heavenly Fa-
ther feeds them. Are you hot worth more
than they are?™ A good question for us
to contemplate if we profess trust in God.

Next Jesus draws a lesson of faithful
trust and dependence on God from his
study of plant life. He says: “Take a les-
son from the lilies of the field, how they
are growing; they do not toil, nor do they
spin; but I say to you that not even Solo-
mon in all his glory was arrayed as one
of these, If, now, God thus clothes the
vegetation of the field, which is here to-
day and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will he not much rather clothe you, you
with little faith?” A fine point to learn in
this era of materialism. Jesus then con-
cludes: “So never be anxious and say,
“What are we to eat? or, ‘What are we
to drink?’ or, ‘What are we to put on?
For all these are the things the nations
are eagerly pursuing. For your heavenly
Father knows you need all these things.
Keep on, then, seeking first the kingdom
and his righteousness, and all these other
things will be added to you.” .(Matt, 6:
26-33) No greater lessons could possibly
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be learned from summertune than tnese,
Have you learned them yet?

Vacation and Hazards of Summertime
For many summer is get-up-and-go
vacation time, It is the happy time of the
year. They want to go to the seashore,
the lakes, the mountains, anywhere but
home. But onece vacations are over many
feel that they need to get résted from the
vacation they just had. Summer is a pic-
nic, a red canoe, a suntanned back, a
softball game, ice tinkling in a tall glass.
Summer js when drugstore counters dis-
play a profusion of suntan lotions, poison-
ivy ointments and heat-prostration pills.
Stores feature sandals, shorts and bathing
suits, insect sprays and fly swatters.
Summer in more affluent areas means
air conditioners, fans, wading pools, skin
divers’ fins and goggles, tents, fishing
equipment and other paraphernalia.

For many Christian witnesses of Jeho-
vah summer is happy convention time
when they head faithfully for their an-
nual assembly points and enjoy the asso-
ciation of their . brothers,

However, summer is not entirely a time
of joy. It has its potential for violence and
disaster. Polio reaches its peak during the
hottest summer months, Diarrhea and
food poisoning add their toll. Sunstroke
and sunburn are dangerous hazards. Swim-
ming in polluted waters, wading in brooks
with sharp stones, tumbling in salty ocean
waves, sailing in thé bay are all charged
with sudden danger. For example, tragedy
struck when a young lad climbed to the
top of a high diving board, shpped and
fell to his death against the side of the
pool in full view of his parents and hun-
dreds of horrified onlookers. Poigon ivy,
grass and ragweed pollens add to the dis-
comfort of summertime. Therefore, there
is a need for caution, for moderation, for
sound judgment to keep disaster from
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sunking ana marrnng this happy time of
year.

Summer Past Its Peak

In late August summer has passed its
peak, There may be a touch of frost in the
early morning mountain air, There is a
change in the way the shadows fall and
where the sun sets. Two or three small
maples have turned scarlet across the
pond. Everywhere there is the wonder of
the seed, earth’s promise of a new season,
The uncut grass has tiny seedlings on it
Pods begin to form where the milkweed
hung. The sweet clover along the roadside
is covered with a rash of seedlings. Cat-
tails lift brown thumbs of packed seeds to
ripen in the south sun. Thistle heads are
covered with floss that delights the gold-
finches, Garden beans are too tough to
eat. Sweet corn that was delicious yester-
day is too hard for eating today. The in-
sistence of the seed fo ripen is a Tace
plants always win, for it is God’s way of
preserving plant life, This is one of the
marvels of God’s creation, as he told
Noah: “For all the days the earth con-
tinues, seed sowing and harvest, and cold
and heat, and summer and winter, and
day and night, will never cease.”—Gen.,
8:22.

The goldenrod, wild asters and other
tall-growing flowers of later summer
brighten the fields. Some birds are already
preparing to fly south. Vacationers are
homeward bound. Birdealls have changed,
with fewer songs of ecstasy and more of
parental scolding, The calls of the wood
thrush, the dove and the whippoorwill
dominate the twilight hours. On a distant
hill the bark of a fox is testing the air
for some faint hint of autumn. Beetles
click in haste. Ants scurry. Dragonflies
dart on rattling wings. Autummn, another
of Jehovah’s beautiful seasons, is just over
the horizon, but summer has triumphed
completely with its happy abundance,
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berries takes much
more effort than going
to a local market and
buying berries there, but
it is far more enjoyable.
It gets the family doing
something together in the out-
of-doors, providing them with
healthful exercize and fresh air,
as well as the fun of looking for
these luscious tidbits. What is
more, they are free.

In the northern hemisphere there .are
a number of easily recognized berries
growing wild that are not only fine eating
but also good nourishment.,

Some look so much like what you buy
in the store that you cah recognize them
immediately. Wild blackberries and rasp-
berries, for example, can be quickly spot-
ted even by children. The blackberries are
especially plentiful along the edges of
woods and roads, How tempting these

shiny berries are! As you fill your bucket

with them the temptation is usually too
great to resist popping a goodly number
info your mouth. When you return home
you may have the added pleasure of eat-
ing them with cream and making them
into jams and jellies. A refreshing drink
can also be made from blackberry juice.

In every 100 grams of these nourishing
berries, a little less than half a glass, there
are 32 milligrams of calcium, 19 of phos-
phorus, 170 of potassium, 21 of vitamin C
and 200 international units of vitamin A.
A cordial made from blackberry juice is
said to he a good remedy for diarrhea.
Their close relative, the raspberry, is also
a fine wild fruit.

In northern regions such as the Scan-
dinavian eountries another relative to the
blackberry is the cloudberry. These too are
delicious when eaten directly from the
vines, A fine drifk can be made by mix-
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ing cloudberry juice with a little brew

" made frem white pine needles. Soak fresh

white pine needles in warm water for
about forty-eight hours, and then mix the
cloudberry juice with it. Then dilute the
mixture with fresh water or carbonated
water. This refreshing drink is much bet-
ter than any commercial soft drink, being
packed with vitamins. The needles them-
selves yield a goodly amount of vitamin
A and five times as much vitamin C as
found in lemons. The berries too have a
substantial vitamin content,

Strawberries and Blueberries

Wild strawberries require a lot of ef-
fort to gather because of being very small,
much smaller than the cultivated variety.
To some extent this is compensated for
by their being much sweeter. If you have
the patience to pick enough to fill a pall,
you will find them to be a thoroughly en-
joyable berry to eat with eream, ice
cream or mixed with other berries. Such
a mixture of berries makes a good jam.

Look for wild strawberries around the
end of June in northern latitudes, You
will find them on sunny slopes that have
a southern exposure, Since they are easily
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crusnedq, 1T 1S pest 1o avold putting sticks
and leaves in the pail with them. Their
leaves, by the way, can be uged to make
a tea that is very rich in vitamin C.

You may also wish to look for blue-
berries, which ripen about the.same time
of the year as strawherries, There is one
variety that grows only in the mountains,
and others, only in swamps. In some wood-
lands this shrub is the most common type
of undergrowth.

The blueberry is a fine-tasting berry
and a nourishing food. Every 100 grams
of these berries, or a
little less than half &
glass, contain 62 cal-
ories, 15 milligrams
of calcium, 13 milli-
grams of phospho-
rus, one milligram of
iron, 60 milligrams
of potassium, 40 international units of vi-
tamin A and & milligrams of vitamin C.
They also have small amounts of vitamin
B.. When dried, they make a good substi-
tute for raisins,

Dried blueberries, blueberry soup and
blueberry juice or wine have been credited
as being helpful in treating hemorrhoids,
diarrhea and stomact troubles, The clamm
has also been made that the leaves of the
blueberry can be used as a partial substi-
tute for insulin. The water from boiled
blueherry leaves is supposed to decrease
the sugar in the urine of a diabetic and
increase his sugar tolerance.

. @randparents.

Summer Heat,

Cranberries

The bright-red cranberries that are such
a delight when eaten with roast turkey
can be found along the edges of swamps.
But another variety known as the moun-
tain eranberry grows in the big pine for-
ests of northern lands. They are very
popular with the Scandinavian peoples.
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The Pleasure of Llstenmg 10
Keep Your Home Cooi During

Meet alaska’s King GCrab.

Ancther name for this variety is the lin-
gonberry.

An excellent drink can be made with
cranberry juice, one that is refreshing and
healthful. The juice is alsc good when
mixed with blueberry juice, which makes
a drink that is said to be good for people
with rheumatism or diabetes.

The highbush cranberry also has me-
dicinal gqualities and makes a good drink
as well as a good food. Although it too
has red, acid fruit, it is not related to the
low-growing cranberry. It is a tall shrub
that sometimes
reaches a height of
six to ten feet. The
bark can be used
in a tea that is said
to lessen menstrual
pains and muscular
cramps.

Every 100 grams of the highbush cran-
berry contain 100 milligrams of vitamin
C and 2,105 international units of vitamin
A. When cooking these berries, as well
as the low-growing cranberry, less sugar
is needed to counteract the acidity if a
little salt is added to the berries. For one
quart of berries a”teaspoon of salt will
replace a cup of sugar.

Less Familiar Wild Berries

While walking through the woods look
carefully for a very small plant near your
path that has green, glossy, oval-shaped
leaves. It may be only three to six inches
nigh. Hanging on this tiny plaut are
bright-red berries that stay there all
winter, This plant is called the teaberry
or wintergreen. Both the berries and the
leaves have the delicate flaver of winter-
green and are pleasant to chgw. A de-
lightful tea can be made from the leaves

by pouring hot water on them and then

allowing them to soak in the water for a .
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couple of days. The slight fermentation
that usually takes place strengthens the
wintergreen flavor. Because the oil of
wintergreen that is in the leaves contains
99 percent methyl salicylate, the tea is
useful for headaches and muscular aches.

Another useful wild berry plant that
nugs the ground is the bearberry. Al-
though its bright-red berries are edible,
they are not very inviting. But the green,
glossy, leathery leaves can be used to
make an infusion that has an antiseptic
effect on the urinary passages. It is a
very effective home reémedy for troubles
with the kidneys and bladder.

A wild shrub that goes by the name of
black haw produces one of the sweetest
of all wild fruits. The plant may grow as
big as a small tree and it has distinctive
clusters of white flowers. By autumn its
half-inch-long berries have become purple-
black. Since the quality of the fruit varies
from shrub to shrub, try the berries of
several trees. An infusion made from its
_bark has been used to prevent cramps and
to ease the discomfort from menstruation.
Some women who have had trouble with
miscarriages have credited it with helping
them overcome the prpblem.

A rather neglected but tasty berry is the
Juneberry, also called the serviceberry.
The plant varies from a knee-high shrub
to a tree that may be as much as thir-
ty feet high. It has loose bunches of
purplish berries that resemble Iarge blue-
berries. These are good either raw or
cooked. When cooked, their seeds add to
their flayor. Some persons can the ber-
ries for use in pies and muffins. They also
can be frozen and used as a fine desert.
The dried berries have a distinctly differ-

ent taste and are good in puddings and
muffins,

When you are out looking for wild ber-
ries, do not pass up the elderberry. This
berry is one of the most useful of the wild
fruits. The shrub grows from four to
twelve feet high and can be found along
fences, walls, roadsides, ditches, streams
and in fields, In June and July it is deco-
rated with clusters of creamy blossoms.
The berries are ripe by late summer and
eayly fall. Being rich in vitamins A and C
as well as potassium and phosphorus, they
are among the most healthful fruits.

You will probably be disappointed in
the taste of raw elderberries because of
a rank taste and odor, but this unpleasant-
ness disappears when they are dried. The
dried berries can then be stewed or used
in pies. The white flowers can be beaten
into paneake, waffle or muffin batters, giv-
ing the batters a delicate flavor. The un-
dried berries can be mixed with crab
apples and boiled together to get the juice,
This combination makes a fine jelly.

‘As you can see, there are a number of
wild berries that a family can look for in
the open countryside ahd that are nour-
ishing and tasty. Those that are gathered
in excess of what is immediately needed
can he canned or frozen for future use,
and, of course, jams and jellies can he
made from them and stored away until
needed. Besides helping to reduce the food
bill, wild berries benefit the family with
nourishing vitamins and minerals. They
also provide healthful exercise and fun in
gathering them. All these berries were
created for our use, so why not benefit
from themn, having family enjoyment in
doing so?

Antarctic lce

Antarctica is said to contain 90 percent of all the ice in the world, It
has been estimated that if this were to melt, the level of the oceans

would rise at least 200 feet,
14
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IS SPIRITISM INVOLVED?

(¢TIHE Strange Hand of Fate In S.A%s

Great Heart Drama.” “The Eerie Truth.”
*Did a Spirlt Guide His Hand ?” By these head-
lines the South African weekly, Scope, of De.
cember 29, 1967, called attention to an aspect
of the Cape Town heart transplants that has
escaped the notice of most of the rest of the
world,

In one article Scope tells of a combination of
seven coincidences, any one of which would
have prevenied the first human heart irans-
plant from taking place. Among these are the
following: Had Miss Darvall not gone out of
her way to buy a cake at a certain bakery, she
would not have been struck by a certain truck.
Had the man whose truck struck her doiwn
not decided to go back te the factory after he
had completed his shift, there would not have
been thijs accident. And had not Dr. C. Barnard
several times changed his mind about being
away for the weekend, the operation would not
have taken place, But he changed his mind
several times because, as he put it, “I've pot
a funny feeling that something is going to
happen.”

And something did happen, an opportunity
to perform a heart-transplant operation, a thing
that for weeks he had eagerly been waiting to
do and for which he had prepared for years.

Dy, C. Barnard once told a friend, Scope also
reported, that he felt that while performing
operatiohs his hand was being guided by some
outside force. “It is something greater than
me,” he is reputed to have said.

In this regard the weekly, Scope, went on to
say: “Did a spirit guide Dr. Chris Barnard's
hand durlng the historic heart transplant opera-
tion several weeks ago? ... A former member
of Dr. Barnard’s heart surgery team . .. had
often seen a spirit figure standing behind Dr.
Barnard during operations in the hospital
theatre. He did not recognize the person but
one day he mentioned it to a member of Dr.
Barnard's family and described the spirit. ‘But
that’'s “Klein Oupatjkie,” Chris Barnhard’s late
father!” was the immediate reaction, The ap-
parition stands behind the surgeon while he is
operating—a short, dignified figure with an
open Bible in his hand., (Dr. Barnard’s father,
who wag & missionary, died nine years ago)"

Then, again, there is a spiritualist in Cape
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Town who claims to be in touch with a recently
deceased doctor "who cannot praise Dr, Barnard
enough, This doctor has told her that he helps
guide the surgeon’s hand when he operates”
and that he expressed approval of Dr. Barnard's
heart-transplant operation but, at the same
time, ¢riticized certain aspects of it.

Scope went on to report further aspects of
the matter: “Stranger stlll is the following
occurrence described by a nurse formerly
employed at Groote Schuur Hospital and whe
has asked that her name be withheld, “I was on
night duty a few years age when Dr. Barnard
was a patient in the hospital. He was suffering
from jaundice and at times his condition was
critical. One night his ward bell began to ring
continuously, I could not go to him at once
because a patient in the next ward to his was
dying and we had to attend her, When I even-
tually rushed to his ward with an apology for
taking so long, I could see that something was
the matter. He was as white as a sheet.

“When he eventually spoke he did hot say
much but just wanted to Know who the nurse in
white was who had tried to pin him to the bed.
Apparently she suddenly rushed in through
the door while he was reading in bed. Without
saying a word she grabbed him by the shoulders
and pressed him against the bed. Her strength
was phenomenal, Dr, Barnard said, but when
he grabbed. hold of her wrists he could feel
they were thin and delicate. Then she let go
of him and walked out through a window of
his ward, which was on the second floor.

“At the time I thought Dr, Barnard was
runnihg a temperature and wags seeing things,
as sick peaple sometimes do. But he wasn't,
In fact, he was already on the road to recovery
and was sitting up in bed reading a book when
the incident cccurred. I think he must be very
psychic.”

In view of all this testimony, circumstantial
and direct, as well as the many moral and
ethical questions raised by his operations, could
it be that Dr. C. Barnard is involved in spirit-
ism? ‘That there is such a thing as wicked
spirits influencing the lives of humans is ap-
parent from the warrings against spiritism
found repeatedly in the Bible, from the writings
of Moses to those of the apostle John.—Lev,
19:31; Deut, 18:11; Rev. 22:15.
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School of Gilead be like? I had
heard that it was hard. Would T he a
suceess as a student training for foreign
missionary service as one of Jehovah’s
witnesses? I talked to many about the
subject, with little in the way of informa-
tion being obtained, Then at one of the as-
semblies of Jehovah's witnesses last sum-
mer 1 got to talk to some missionaries,
themselves graduates of Gilead. At last I
began to get some real facts and T could
begin to appreciate what a privilege it
would be to attend such a school. Greatly
encouraged, I sent in my application. In
effect T was saying as did the prophet
Isaiah; “Here I am! Send me.”"—Isa, 6:8.

I was not disappointed. But it has oc-
curred to me that there are doubtless
others Jike myself who hesitate to apply
for enroilment in Gilead because they may
lack information. Perhaps if 1 were to tell
. you ahout a typical day at Gilead-—today
for example—it would belp you to make
up your mind.

Gilead School is located in a guiet, well-
kept residential section of BrooKlyn, New
York, overlocking the New York harbor.
Sunsets over this glistening expanse of
water are among the most picturesque I
have seen, breathtaking at times far color-
ful beauty. We students live on the thirg,
fourth and fifth fioors of the residence at
107 Columbia Heights, close to the large
schooi library on the third floor and the
classrgoms on the second floor.

This location of the school brings us
into everyday association with the goverp-
ing body for Jehovah’s witnesses world
wide, as well as the large staff of the
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HAT would the Watchtower Bible

Watchtower Bible and Tract Society’s
headquarters. We have opportunity, too,
to become acquainted with experienced
ministers from congregations of Jehovah’s
witnesses throughout the United States
who come here 10 receive advanced train-
ing at the Kingdom Ministry School. It is
especially upbuilding to meet some of the
older members of the headquarters staif
who have been at their post of duty here
for thirty or forty or more years and are
truly spiritually mature.

The day begins at 6:30 in the morning’
If one fails to hear the bell that rings at
this time, ene’s roommate will, and soon
we are ready for breakfast. By seven
o'clock we are aill in our assfgned places
in the main dining room. After upbuilding
comments on a Bible text by a chosen
group whose helpful discussion is tele-
vised for the benefit of all occupants of
the three (now four) dining rooms, the
Society’s president, N, H. Knorr, sums up
the discussion and calls for someone to
ask Jehovah's blessing on our meal.

All members of the headquarters staff
as well as Gilead and Kingdom Ministry
School students have their turn in that
morning discussion, being heard and seen
by all the more than a thousand persons
of this large family. Does the thought of
this make you nervous? Well, do not wor-
ry. We soon got over it and found that, if
one is properly prepared, there is really
no cause for anxiety.
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During breakfast each day someone
previously assigned reads interesting ex-
periences about the field ministry frem
the 7968 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witness-
es. So you can see that we really get off
to a good start each day. I should mention
that we are also assigned to take our turns
commenting at the Bethel family’s Watch-
tower study, held on Monday evenings.
Thus we students soon become known to
the staff members, and in no time we feel
like “one of the family.”

Classroom Organization

This class of Gilead has 101 students,
divided into four groups. Most of those
in Groups 1 and 2 are studying French,
while the rest of us study Spanish. Our
schedule calls for classroom activity one
half of the day and extracurricular train-
ing the other half of the day. Groups 1
and 2, for example, are in their class-
rooms while Groups 3 and 4 are un-
dergoing training in other departments
of the Society’s home and offices.
Since our group went to class yester-
day afternoon, that means we will go to
class this morning also. So after break-
fast we have time to go to our rooms
and pick up our books and still get to
the classroom by eight o’clock.

My roommate, a student from Ger- .

many, has probably left already for storooms—

the Society’s printing plant,
eight blocks away, where she is
being given training. We can
count on seeing her at dinner.

My group, Group 4, meets
in classroom A first thing this
morning. That means my first
session today will have to do
with the Hebrew Scriptures, ohe
of eight courses (in addition to
language) taught throughout
the term: Hiebrew Scriptures 1,

LECTURE ROOM
CLASSROOM
CLASSROOM D

KINGDOM HALL

and II, Foundations of Bible History,
Doctrines and Ministerial Activity—two
courses each quarter of the term.

Right now our Hebrew Scriptures
course is covering the Bible book of Prov-
erbs., To show how the principles of Prov-
erbs can be applied in a practical way to
missionary service, the instructor divided
us into groups of three, each to present a
demonstration based on assigned settings,
In our demonstration, for instance, I am
supposed to be a missionary who fails to
do her fair share of the work in the mis-
sionary home, Another student, acting the
part of missionary home servant, offers
tactful counsel to me, using Bible texts
from Proverbs. He also counsels the com-
plaining missionary who prides herself on
being so efficient.

Before we present our demonstrations,
though, we will be taking a written test
on what was discussed at the last session
of class. This is no surprise, for we have
such a test almost every day. And they
are most valuable, Not only do they make
us study a little harder each evening, but
they also provide an excellent guide in
studying for final examinations. And, of
course, they help us to retain the informa-
tion obtained in the classroom,

= _CLASSROOM £

ENTRANCE

T

Exploded view showing 2nd gnd 3rd floors of the

II and III, Greek Scriptures 1 11-floor 107 Columbia Heights building
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Many teaching methods are employed
in Gilead. For each of the five courses
that cover the entire Bible analytically,
we receive a book containing instructions
on preparation of reports, as well as hun-
dreds of questions, Then we do research
on the portion of the Scriptures we have
been assigned, answering all the questions
designated for that portion. Finally we
present the completed report in class, in
various forms---short stories, dramatiza-
tions, verse-by-verse explanations, demon-
strations, panel discussions, and so on, The
instructor then offers further explanation
and clarification. Meantime we are all
taking notes in the large-print edition of
the New World Translation of the Bible
for personal future reference and use.

Language Class

After a ten-minute break, we go to
Spanish class at ten o'clock, changing
places with Group 3, who will now have
their class on Hebrew Scriptures II. Lan-
guage class is never dull. Blunders are in-
evitable. T recall how the instructor once
asked in Spanish, “In what season of the
year does October belong?” The answer
should have been “Ctofio” (fall), but, in-
stead, the student answered, “La estacion
de otonto”’—the foolish season. We all had
a laugh and felt more relaxed.

The method that is used in teaching
Spanish involves the memorizing of dia-
logues, with grammar ‘Introduced gradual-
ly. The instructor says most of us are de-
veloping good pronunciation and seem to
be getting a good ““feel” for the language.
My roommate said that in French class
the other day the students presented an
entire one-hour meeting, with all students
participating.

Daily Lectures
A sgplendid feature of our training is
the course of lectures presented by mem-
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bers of the headquarters staff with long
years of experience in the ministry. Each
weekday, following the noon meal, we
meet in the Lecture Hall and listen to a
discourse that ties in closely with our cur-
rent classroom studies. The depth of the
material together with the distinctive
manner of delivery of each speaker makes
every subject come to life. So absorbed
does one“gét that we sometimes forget to
take notes. But the main points live in
our memories for a long time.

The school's president, Brother Knorr,
gave the opening lecture on the first day,
as well as a number of other lectures, all
of them very practical. He 'explained how
we could make a success of Gilead, and
spoke on such topics as “Dwelling Togeth-
er in Peace and Unity,” “Making the Most
of Your Opportunities,” and “What Makes
a Good Missionary.” We feel as if we are
prepared for whatever assignment we may
be given.

By the way, there are no report cards
at Gilead, no competing for high place as
at other centers of education. Instead, our
work is graded and then each quarter we
receive a Progress Report, a short, per-
sonal letter to each of us, describing our
progress both in school and in relation to
our development of the qualities needed
by a good missionary. As one instructor
mentioned, these Reports are based on
ohservations made by all of our overseers
who are In position to observe our ae-
tivities.

On my last Report I was commended
for doing well in studies and working dili-
gently at extracurricular assigiuments.
But I was also encouraged to be more
friendly and outgoing with others. So now
I am putting forth more effort along this
line, taking the initiative in getting bet-
ter acquainted with others. This quality
is so vital for our future missionary ser-
vice too. And always we are encouraged
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to approach instructors and other mature .

men on the headquarters staff for help on
any matter that might be giving us dif-
ficulty.

Training Assignments

Well, after the lecture, we who attended
school this morning begin heading for our
training assignments in. the residence or
the printing plant. Half of us will get as-
signments to work in the home, the other
half in the factory, where we may be as-
signed to help in shipping literature, or
in assembling and binding the books and
boocklets of the Society. My assignment
for a time was to help care for the hun-
dreds of thousands of stencils that bear
the names of subscribers for the Awake!
and Waichiower magazines,

Other students receive special training
in the Society’s office filing, typing, and
so on, Still others have housekeeping as-
signments in the residence buildings. In
fact, before we graduate all of us will
have had training in making beds, clean-
ing rooms, aiding in the kitchen and
laundry. So, wherever we go in the world,
we shall know how to contribure in a

practical manner toward maintaining a-

good, orderly, clean missionary home.

No student is kept at the same work
for the entire five months of the course.
At least once during the term our assign-
ments will change, If we have been as-
signed in the residence, we will have our
turn going to the Society’s publishing
plant and helping there. But no matter
where we are assigned, it is always plea-
surable, for we are learning to work as a
team with many others in order to get
work accomplished.

After three and a half hours of work in
the training assignment, onhe is really
ready for supper. Right after supper we
go to our Spanish coaching session. Here
someone already proficient in the lan-
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guage helps us with homework, pronun-
ciation, and so forth. Then I have to spend
some time doing research in the library
for my report that is due to be given in
the “Doctrines” class not many days
hence, At nine o’clock a group of us will
get together to review what we learned on
our tour of the United Nations last Satur-
day. A written test on this is likely to
come up any day now,

The tour to the United Nations is but
one of five different tours to historic sites
and educational institutions in the New
York area. These tours together with a
series of educational film programs com-
prise another course-—General Knowledge.
They are valuable in testing our powers
of observation and in broadening our out-
look. '

Gilead is hard work all right. But is not
every good thing worth the effort to at-
tain it? Weekends provide a change from
the general routine, On Friday evening,
Saturday afternoon and Sunday we have
opportunity to support congregational ac-
tivities in one or another of the congre-
gations of Jehovah's witnesses in New
York city. Here we meet many new friends
—friends we are likely to correspond with
when we are finally assigned to some far-
away missionary post. Busy, busy days,
but the sense of satisfaction and accom-
plishment is something I have never be-
fore felt so strongly.

There is no doubt that Jehovah's spirit
is what makes everything about Gilead
operate so beneficially. I have never heard
anyone complain or talk sharply to others.
We are all here with one desire—to learn
as much as we possibly can in five months
and to qualify for the missionary work.

Just a few days ago we learned of the
countries to which we shall be sent, and
there was great excitement as each one
began to make inquiries about customs
and language and conditions in his pros-
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pective missionary assignment. Yes, we
are going to those lands to make perma-
nent friends with many people and to
make our homes there while we preach
and teach until God sees fit to conclude
this grand work.

Sogoaregoingto ui 5
YVIEON '

OVING elicits conflicting re-
Mactions. Says one person: “I
can’t think of anything more tir-
ing or frustrating.”

Yet another enthusiastically
says: “How nice! When we moved,
we really enjoyed it. I'm sure youwill too.”

To understand the reactions one must
consider the attitude of “those moving,
Some families see looming before them
all the many tasks to be performed and
so little time in which to do them, and
they get depressed. Others see beyond the
work to the good accomplished by it, and
their attitude is entirely different,

Moving is also many things to many
people, Some persons move because they
have to; others, because they want to.
Yet the majority seek to better their con-
dition.--to have more room, a nicer neigh-
borhood, a better school, and so forth.
Whatever the reason, moving need not be
dreaded. If one is sufficiently organized
and gives enough attention to the neces-
sary details, it can be an experience the
whole family will enjoy.
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I hope you have enjoyed your “day”
at Gilead, and who knows?—perhaps soch
we will meet again in some missicnary
field—As told by o student of the forty-
fifth class of Clead,

Since it is
estimated that
over 38 million people in the United States
move annually, many families will soon be
moving. What would be your reaction if
you found it necessary to move? It might
be helpful to consider the experiences of
a young housewife and her family who
gave careful consideration to their move.
Hence, rather than a frustrating, unpleas-
ant experience, it proved to be an ex-
citing and even pleasant undertaking.

Things to Do Weeks Before

She explained: “Ewven before my hus-
bhand called the moving company . for an
estimate of the cost, we went through our
things, deciding which articles were to be
kept and which discarded. This helped in
getting rid of all the junk we had accu-
mulated over the years. We found that
moving really helps one to get rid of things
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not actually needed, By the time the agent
for the moving company arrived, we had
a good idea of what we were taking with
us. This aided him as well, since their es-
timate of the total cost is based upon what
you show them is to be moved.

“Getting rid of unwanted items was
easy compared to what followed, After
sorting things out, they had to be packed
in boxes or cartons. We packed our out-
of-season clothes, hobby paraphernalia,
pictures, books, drapes and other equip-
ment not currently in use,

“Next, it was my duty to send out cards,
secured from the post office, notifying
friends and relatives of our intended move
and new address. It was amazing how
many had to be informed, including in-
surance companies, banks, department
stores and others, Also magazine syhscrip-
tions needed to be changed, '

“Further, we had to let the utility com-
pany know the last day we would require
gas and electricity, They took a meter
reading the day before and our bhill was
adjusted accordingly, preventing any sub-
sequent tehant’s use of the service to be
charged to our account. In a similar way
the phone company was notified approxi-
mately what hour of the day we expected
to leavle the premises, On the morning of
our move we still had service, but by the
time we were about to leave, the phone

had been disconnected. It worked out guite -

well, Of course, arrangements were made
for both services to be installed at our
new apartment.

“Some weeks before, my husband and I
decided to condition our five-year-old for
the move;, our younger boy was too small.
I took him a few times to see the new
apartment, the neighborhood and the
school he would later be attending. Well,
it worked out beautifully. He got quite
excited about seeing it all.

“Also, we encouraged him to have a
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part in the moving, and to feel responsible
for his personal things. He helped to pack
his own clothes, and decided which toys
he wanted to keep and take with him. He
thoroughly enjoyed his participation.
When children can contribute their share,
they rarely become sericusly affected by
a move, We found this to be the case,

Work Just Prior to Moving

“Most of the work during that last week
was time consuming. My husband had to
disconnect the washing machine and cer-
tain other fixtures. It was rather hard on
him, for most of the work had 'to be done
when he came home tired at night.

“Two or three days before moving, we
received the barrels and cartons we had
ordered from the movers. Then we packed
the pots, roasting pans and other larger
utensils not immediately needed at the
bottom of the barrels, followed by the
dishes and glassware. To ensure’ carefu]
wrapping of these latter items we used
old newspapers. This is firte insulation, for
paper prevents glassware from jarring
while in transit.

“When moving, the ideal situation is to
get access to the new place a few days
before, or even weeks in the case of a
house. This enables one to clean, move in
certain delicate items and, if nothing else,
to stock the refrigerator with food. There -
is so little time for shopping on moving
day, and food is one of the messiest things
to move. However, in our case, we did
not get the key to our new apartment
until we moved in, which made it a bit
difficult. So what we did was shop for food
in limited quantities that last week, using
up what perishable foodstuffs we had.

Moving Day Arrives

“The day for which we had planned for
weeks finally arrived. And, with it, all the
last-minute items to be attended to. I
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planned a very simple breakfast, using as
few utensils as possible. My motto was:
The fewer items used, the fewer to be
packed; and it worked. Then after we ate,
we packed at the top of the barrel the
coffeepot, saucepan and what dishes we
had used.

“T might add a thought about our
clothes. The movers usually supply ward-
robe cartens, but since we kept our clothes
in garment bags we did not use these, and
we later regretted it. The men struggled
with those heavy garment bags, and I am
convineed it took more time to lug those
bags about than if we bad transferred
our clothes directly from the closets into
the cartons. That is one service we will
use if we move again.

“When the apartment was empty, we
took one last Ieok in all the rooms, checked
the closets and cupboards to be sure noth-
ing was left and swept the floors. Then
we turned off the gas and the lights,
locked: the windows and the door, and
turned in the key to the superintendent.

Finally Getting Seltled .

“At the new apartment, one of the first
things we did was get the children's room
in order. We wanted things to seem as
normal as possible for them. We made
their beds, pulled out their favorite toys
and, before too long, they became con-
tented in their new surroundings. My par-
"ents, by the way, had been real lifesavers
in keeping the children cccupied and out
of mischief.
© *When they were settled, my hushand
worked on the fixtures and appliances
while I cleaned the bathroom and un-
packed those things necessary for our
comfort before retiring, We then had a
guick but satisfying meal, and cleaned up
to some extent in the kitchen.

“The movers had come at & a,m., and
we were not fully moved until well after
2 p.m., although our move was a relative.
ly easy one. We were only a family of
four, going from one apartment to an-
other across town, yet it took over six
and a half hours for the movers to load
and unlead. cur things, When we retired
that night, we were truly exhausted. It had
been hard work but it was worth it. We
were in a brand-new, clean apartment and
it meant a fresh start for us.

“It is at times like these that one ap-
preciates the value of friends. Ours really
contributed to the smoothness of our
move. One couple loaned us their car to
haul the nonbulky items that took time
to move; another transported things we
did not trust to the movers, Some helped
us unpack, wash and put the dishes away
—the biggest single job after moving in,

“After unpacking, we were finally able
to get settled at our own pace instead of
feeling pressured by time as we Had be-
fore. I got busy arranging and rearrang-
ing furniture, blending colors and patterns
and improvising with what we had. This
part of the move, I must say, I thoroughly
enjoyed.

“Keeping a sense of humor also helped
us over some rough periods whén things
went wrong. But when you can still laugh
at yourself and not take any one thing too
seriously, it eases the tension. Moving can
be tedious, but it can alse be pleasant. It
was for us,”

S0 if you are moving, remember: Your
attitude and preparation for the task will
have a lot to-do with whether it is a frus-
trating experience, or an enjovable oceca-
sion. We hope that the experiences of this
family help to make any move that you
make more orgahized and pleasant.

o
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By ""Awakel'' correspondent
in the Netherlands

F YOU were a violinist

no doubt you would be
willing to part with a
goodly portion of your
means to be able to I
buy a genuine Stradi-
varius, And then you
would congratulate
vourself for having an
instrument that bears the
name of the famous violin
maker. And yet this same vio-
lin stripped of this famed name
would be worth only a fraction of its val-
uve. Bwindlers have well understood this
and have profited by selling imitations
bearing the name Stradivarius.

This clearly illustrates the value of a
name. A name can take on great meaning
when attached to a certain persen or ob-
ject. Whether the mention of a name will
be received with enthusiasm or repug-
nance depends on the qualities of its bear-
er, A name not particularly pleasing to
the ear can win a melodious ring if as-
sociated, for example, with a charming,
modest woman, while even the most beau-
tiful name becomes tainted by some ill-
tempered, immodest woman.

Benevolence as well as malevolence are
reflected in names. The name Florence
has, since Nightingale, been regarded by
many as an attractive name, whereas
many fathers would not easily settle for
Adolf for their baby boy since Hitler’s
day. What about your name, your gift
for a lifetime? How is your name received
by people? Even though it may not be
viewed as euphonious, if you are display-
ing fine qualities, your name will undoubt-
edly sound good in the ears of those who
know you, :
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-A GIFT FOR A
LIFETIME

Family and Other Influences
When a baby comes into
the world, its name is soon
registered. Is the name
just as new as the child?

Probably not. It is like-

ly that a long line of

predecessors, in one

way or another, con-
tributed to the name.
Many parents, for in-
stance, are influenced by
family ties. Grandparents,
brothers, sisters, aunts and
other relatives find it delightful
to recognize at least a portion of their
name in the baby's name, and many par-
ents accommodate the relatives, especially
those particularly beloved.

Sometimes a child is given a number of
names in addition to his given or first
name and his surname. What of the fa-
ther who, in a burst of enthusiasm, gave
his child as a lifetime gift the names of
all the players, yes, all eleven, of his fa-
vorite soccer team? No wonder that a
council member of a small municipality
once suggested that it levy taxes on ex-
tra names! In some cases folly accompa-
nies the choice of name, In the Nether-
lands, an infamous user of marijuana
chose Marie Juana as the name for his
daughter,

The Hebrew patriarchs of old found it
enough, as a rule, to choose one name for
their child. And who would say that they
were not successful in giving interesting
and pleasant-sounding names? Could not
Rachel, whose name means “ewe,” hoast
that she had received a pleasant name?
God changed Abram’s name to Abraham,
meaning “father of a multitude”—only
one name, but very meaningful.

In those days when a name began to
occur so frequently that confusion threat-
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ened, -one way the problem
was solved was by attaching
the name of a person’s place
of residence. So Judas, a man
evidently from the village of
Kerigth, became Judas Iscar-
iot, the Greek word Iscariot
apparently meaning ‘‘man
from Kericth.”

Family names became com-

tmon about the beginning of
the thirteenth century of our
Common Era. Many of these
gifts for a lifetime came
about originally from a man's
place of restdence. Some who
lived near a hill or mountain,
for instance, became called
~Hill in England, Dumont or
Depew in France, Zola in
Ttaly, Jurek in Poland, and so
forth,

A great many surnames re-
sulted from one’s occupation,
Among some of these com-
mon gifts for a lifetime are
Baker, Carpenter, Clarke
(English pronunciation for
clerk), Cook, Miller and
Smith, an abbreviated form
of blacksmith. Smith, the
most common family name in
the English language, iscalled
Schmidt in Germany, Schmid
in the Netherlands, Lefevre
in France and Ferraro in
Italy, Indicating that tailor-
ing has long been an occupa-
tion in many lands is the fre-
guency of the name Taylor,
Tailleur- (French), Schneider
{German) and Snijder
{Dutch). Perhaps your name
came from an occupation of
one of your ancestors.

Many persons, of course,

2

took surnames from their fa-
ther's given name, the suffix
or prefix meaning “son of,”
appearing in a number of lan-
guages. This “son of” is com-
monly found in Scandinavian
names ending in -sen or -son,
thus Johnson, meaning “son
of John.”” Other “son of”
names are German ones end-
ing in -son or -sohn, Russian
names ending in -ovitch and
Irish names beginning with
Q.

When Jewish families
adopted surnames, many
chose a pleasant comhbination
of words such as gold, silver,
rose {rosen), mountain
(berg), stone (stein), and val-
ley (thal), resulting in Gold-
berg, Silverstein and Rosen.
thal, and so forth.

First Names

Much has changed in the
field of giving first names. In
times past names were usu-
ally confined to a certain geo-
graphic area, but modern
means of communication
have shrunk the world. No
wonder that offices at which
names are registered have
felt the effect! In the Nether-
lands, for example, registra-
tion clerks generally record
Geertje’s, Jannetje's, Maar-
ten’s and Willem’s, but short-
ly after a space success, they
were suddenly flooded with
John's and Glenn’s. And noted
names in the motion-picture
industry spurred the usage of
Shirley, Marlene, Clark, Cary
and others.
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Very few parents today concern them-
selves with the meaning of a given name.
For many the reguirements are simply
that a name have a pleasant sowud and
that it be in fashion. If the parents choose
a traditional form of a name, there is
‘great likelihood that the name occurs also
in other lands. A seemingly good, solid
Dutch name, Alexander, has brothers and
sisters in many lands: Alexandre
{French), Allessandro (Italian), Alejan-
dro (Spanish), Alexandr {Czech), Sacha
(Russian), Iskander (Arabic), as well as
the feminine forms, Alexandra, Sandra,
Alexandrina and others.

The same applies to the name Theodore
{French and English); in Italy the bearer
of “the name is called Teodoro and, in Rus-
sia, Fedor. In addition, this name has a
host of derivatives as Dej, Dorus, Dut,
Teo, Thé, Thij, Theed, and sa forth.

How often a certain name or its deriva-
tive is chosen is illustrated by the fact
that in the Netherlands, with a population
of 12.5 million, Johannes {(Jan, Johan,
Hans) occurs about one million times!

Some of the ancient Romans preferred
to solve the problem of name giving in
a simple manner, They did not burden
themselves by contemplating a long time
on what name to give. They just simply
numbered their offspring. The first, sec-
ond, third, fourth, and so forth, came to
be called: Primus, Secundus, Tertius,
Quartus, Quintus, Sextus, and so forth.

This brings us to the origin of first
names. A great number of common names
come from the Hebrew names in the Bi-
ble. Perhaps the most common boy’s name
is John (Jehovah Is Gracious) and the
mast common girl’s name is Mary (Greek
form of the Hebrew Miriam, perhaps
meaning “rebellion”). Other common
names from the Bible are David (Be-
ioved), Elizabeth (God Is Her Oath},
James {a form of the name Jacob) and
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Samuel (Name of God). Is your gift for
a lifetime one of the names from the
Bible?
- From common Greek names came Bar-
bara (Stranger), George (from Greek ge,
meaning ‘“earth,” and ergon, meaning
“work’’; hence a tiller of the soil), Heleh
(Light}, Philip (Lover of Horses), Alex-
ander (Helper of Mankind) and Cynthia
from Mt., Cynthus in Delos, legendary
birthplace of Greek deities of the moon.
From the Latin came.such common
names as Clarence (Famous)}, Victor
(Condueror) and Virginia (pertaining to

spring). Martin, meaning “warlike,” came =

from Mars, god of war.

Many first names are of Teutonic origin,
especially boys’ names. William (from
wille, meaning “will,” and helmn, meaning
“helmet”) signifies “Will, helmet.” Ar-
thur, meaning “fearless” or “valorous,” is
from Arn (eagle) and Thor, a god of
thunder, might and war.

Yes, most names, whether given or sur-
name, are not new creations but have
quite a history, And over the years, it
must be remembered, they have been. sub-
ject to no little influence, especially as
names go from one language to another.
Thus Dutch Roggenfelder {dweller in or
near a rye field) became the American
Rockefeller, Even in ohe land a name
would get wvariations. Peasdants would
spedk it in their local dialect; city folks
‘may have said it another way. So, many
variations of a name came about.

Whatever the sound or history of your
name, it is largely up to you as to how it
will be received by others. Will it mean
to them good feeling, encouragement, fine
example and inspiration? It depends on
whether you display genuine Christian
qualities. (Gal. 5:22, 23) And, of course,
it dees help when parents use good judg-
ment in bestowing a name on their baby,
for it is a gift for a lifetime.
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Relatlves Respond to Bible Truth

& The minister of God who faithfully sows
the seeds of Bible truth in the hearts of his
relatives never knows where or when they
might sprout. (Eccl. 11:6) Illustrating the
truthfulness of this point is the following
experience of one of Jehovah's wilnesses:

“After the international assembllées in 1953
and 1958, I made a special effort to visit my
relatives before returning home. However,
it seemed that they were not responsive.
During the assembly m 1968, I saw the joy
that many Witnesses had in having their rela-
tives there, and I hoped in my heart that I
too could someday attend an assembly. with
some of my relatives. About two weeks later,
I received a telephone call from my rela-
tives to whom I had witnessed, and they
tnformed me that two of my nephews had
been killed in an automobile accident. I was
surprised to learn that the funeral was to be
canducted by Jehovah’s witnesses. One of my
nephews killed had attended an assembly
of the Witnesses and was planning to be bap-
tized. Can you imagine how I felt inside
when I later learned that flve of my nieces

and nephews who were studying the Bible
with Jehovah's witnesses were baptized?

“Like a thoughtful, loving Father, Jehovah
satisfled my longing to have some of my
relatives attend an assembly with me, A
month before the 1967 assembly I recefved
a letter that said: ‘At least six of us are
coming out to attend the district assembly
with you.' In this same letter T learned that
another niece was baptized at the assembly
in Alahama and Yhat my feshly sister and
still another niece were planning to be bap-
tized in September.

“The time we spent together at the as-
sembly was too delightful for words, and
how encouraging it was to go out together
in the preaching work! For two happy weeks
we enjoyed fellowship as never before, From
the seeds planted years ago there was a
growth beyond expectation, for they told me
that the congregation they attend is made
up mostly of our relatives,”

Truly such an experience encourages all
of God's servants never to hold back from
scattering the seeds of truth among their
relatives,

An 0ld Man's Endurance

® A youhg man lay in bed in an Idaho spe-
cial hospital for lung illnesses, As he lay
there he noticed a patient, an ¢ld man in
very poor hellth, golng from ward to ward
and from room to room 1alking to the patlents
about the Bible. He observed that the elderly
man was not treated kindly. Many laughed at
him and scorned him by calling him names
after he left, None of this deterred hirm, for
he continued to speak to all in the hospital,
including the doctors and nurses, abput the
hope he had.

The old man had made it a point to learn
the names and room assignments of all new
admittances, and soon he was at the bedside
of the young man. A series of long discussions
followed, for the young man could not help
but admire the old gentleman’s endurance.
However, he felt that Christianity as prac-
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ticed by Jehovah's witneases was no different
from the other religions of the world.
Shortly after this an assembly of Jehovah's
witnesses was held nearby. The old man in
vited the young man to accompany him there
and to see for himself what true Christian:
were really llke. He accepted the invitatior
and went to the assemhbly. He was so im
pressed by what he saw and heard that he
requested a Bible study with the old man as
soolt as he returned to the hospital. He pro-
gressed rapidly and in a few months ex
pressed his desire to be baptized. Shortly be-
fore the old man closed his eyes in death, he
had the joy of seeing this young man arrange
his affairs to become a fulltime preacher of
the good news. Teday this young man is still
actively preaching full time. Al this because
God’s love fllled the heart of an old man and
moved him to talk to his fellow patlents,
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Jehovah, the
Unchangeable God

AT

N HIS written Word, the Bible, Jehovah

God repeatedly emphasizes his un-
changeableness. Addressing himself to the
Israelites, he stated: “I havenot changed.”
{Mal, 3:6) About five centuries later, the
disciple James assured fellow Christians:
«“With him there is not a variation of the
turning of the shadow.”—Jas. 1:17.

But you may ask, Are there not in-
stances in the Holy Scriptures that indi-
cate change on God's part? When the Is-
raelites engaged in calf worship, was it
not on account of Moses’ plea that God
spared Israel from annthilation? Did not
Jehovah thereafter say that he would not
accompany the Israelites to the Promised
Land, and then later state that he would
do so? Later, although the prophet Jonah
was directed to proclaim Nineveh's over-
throw, did not God refrain from destroy-
ing the city? How can these incidents be
harmonized with Scriptural references
about the unchangeability of God?

When considering the unchangeableness
of Jehovah, it is important to keep in
mind the nature of his promises and warn-
ings. While some of his promises and
declarations of judgment are final and un-
-eonditional, others are conditional. For in-
stance, Jehovah’s promise that blessing

would come about by means of Abraham's.

seed is unconditional. (Gen. 22:18) Of
course, the blessing itself is only for those
who put themselves in a position to re-
ceive it. However, regardless of the ac-
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tions of Abraham’s descendants, God will
not retract his promise, nor will anything
prevent its fulfillment. {(Heb. 6:13-18} On
the .other hand, Jehovah’s promise to
make Abraham’s natural descendants into
“as kingdom of priests and a holy nation”
depended on Israel's meeting the condition
of obedience—Ex. 19:5, 6.

Sometimes the condition is not directly
stated in connection with a particalar
warning or promise, but is implied. This
is evident from Jehovah’s words at Jere-
miah 18:7-10: “At any momeht that I
may speak against a nation and against a
kingdom to uproot it and %o pull it down
and to destroy it, and that nation actually
turns back from its badness against which
I spoke, I will also feel regret [as in the
case of Nineveh (Jonah 3:4, 10} 1 over the
calamity that I had thought to execute
upon' it. But at any moment that I may
speak concerning a nation and eoncerning
a kingdom to build it up and to plant it,
and it actually does what is bad in my eves
by not obeying my voice, I will also feel
regret [as in the days of Noah (Gen. 6:
6, T)] over the good that I said to my-
self to do for its good.”

By thus withholding promised blessings
or executions of judgment, has Jehovah
changed? Not really; for when individuals
forsake their bad way and then undertake
a course of righteousness, they are no
longer the wicked persons against whom
Jehovah’s judgment was pronounced. And,
when practicers of good abandon their
course of faithfulness, no more are they
the righteous persons to whom God’s
promises of blessing were made. In actu-
ality the individuals , concerned have
changed, but not Jehovah. The blessings
are for those meeting his terms, whereas
the execution of his adverse judgments
comes against those refusing to do so.

In the case of Israel's calf worship in
the wilderness of Sinai, Jehovah’s very
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words about his inclination to exterminate
the people show that this was not a final
judgment, God, in effect, provided Moses
with an cpening to plead in behalf of the
sinful nation. Jehovah might be said to
have tested Moses respecting his position
as mediator. Please note His words: “So
now let me be, that my anger may blaze
ggainst them and I may exterminate them,
and let me make you into a great nation.”
—Ex. 32:10.

Moses pleaded in behalf of Israel on the
basis pf God’'s name and his promises. Not
Israel, but the sanctification of his holy
name and his unchangeable promise to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were the pri-
mary considerations in Jehovah’s sparing
the nation. God's view of their wrong-
doing, however, remained the same, -as in-
dicated by the fact that he plagued the
people for worshiping the golden calf.
—Ex. 32:11-14, 35.

It may also be observed that,. although
Israel had sinned in the wilderness, evi-
dently the nation had not become so fixed
in bad ways that it could not be changed.
The situation was not as in Jeremiah’s
day, when the people were so set in wick-
edness that there was no possibility of
their repenting. At that time any possible
intercession even by Moses would have
been to no avail, since no basis existed for
Jehovah’s listening to any plea in behalf
of the unrepentant nation.—Jer. 15:1.

An examination of the account about
Jehovalh'’s notifying Israel that he would
not accompany them to the Promised
Land reveals that this was simply a warn-
ing, not a final decision. Especially does
this become apparent from Jehovah's later
words: “So now put down your ornaments
off yourself, as T want to know what I am
going to do to you” After hearing this,
the Israelites obediently complied. So,
when Moses later asked Jehovah to lead
the Israelites, the people were not showing

28

themselves to be stiff-necked, but obedi-
ent. Thus the changed attitude on Israel’s
part did not make it necessary for Jeho-
vah to refrain from going with them eon
accomt of their stiff-neckedness., Fur-
thermore, by accompanying Israel, Jeho-
vah demonstrated that Moses had found
favor in his eyes—FEx. 33:1-6, 12-17.
The fact that Jehovah does not bring
immediate punishment upon wrongdoers
does not mean that his attitude toward
wickedness has changed, as the Israelites
in Malachi’s day wrongly concluded, They
were saying: “Everyone that is doing bad
is good in the eyes of Jehovah.” (Mal
2:17) Through his prophet Malachi, Jeho-

3 vah showed the wrongness of this idea

by declaring that he would become a
speedy witness against sorcerers, adulter-
ers, those swearing falsely and defrauders.
—Mal. 3:5.

Rightly Jehovah could have destroyed
the Israelites for their disobedience. But
he held true to his promise or covenant
with their forefathers. For the seed of
promise to be identified as a descendant
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, it was vital
that the sons of Jacob not come to their
finish. So the continued existence of Israel
as a nation in Malachi’s time was a proof
of the certainty of Jehovah’s coming judg-
ment  against wrongdoers. However, be-
fore that judgment was executed there
was opportunity to heed his appeal: “Re-
turn to me, and I will return to you.”
—Mal. 3:6, 7.

Jehovah's past dealings testify to his
unchangeableness, He gives to each “ac-
cording to his ways, according to the
fruitage of his dealings.” (Jer. 17:10)
May we, therefore, become imitators of
the unchangeable God, Jehovah, by being
constant in our love for him and thus be
privileged to see the fulfillment of his
promises.
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Phoenicians Discover America

@ A long-discredited inscrip-
tion has led at least one
authority' to believe that the
ancient Phoenictans landed in
Brazil some 2,000 years before
Columbus reached America,
Dr. Cyrus H. Gordon of Bran-
deis University concluded from
his study of a stone said to
have been found in Paraiba,
Brazil, in 1872, by a plantation
slave, that the Phoenicians
reached the eastern extremity
of Brazil in the sixth century
B.C.E. The inscription says:
“We-are Sons of Cahaan from
Sidon, the city of the king.
Commerce has cast us on this
distant shaore, a land of moun-
tains. We get [sacrificed] a
youth far the exalted gods and
goddesses in the 19th year of
Hiram, our mighty king, We
embarked from Ezion-Geber
fan island in the Gulf of
Agaba]l into the Red Sea and
voyaged with 10 ships. We
were at sea together for two
years around the land belong-
ing to Ham [Africal but were
separated by a storm.” This
vessel apparently was caught
in the westflowing South
Equatorial Current, which
took them to Brazil. “So we
have come here, 12 men and
-3 women, on a new shore
which I, the Admiral, cont{rol.”
A Chinese visit to Mexico in
459 C.E. has been claimed, and
various scholars have argued
that Irish or Welsh visitors,
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among others, antedated the
Vikings.

Flire Threats

® A report from Chicago,
Nlinois, shows Americans are
highly susceptible to the dan-
gers of fires. Every 38 seconds
a fire breaks out sgmewhere
in the United States, Every
two minutes an American
home catches flre. Every 50
minutes someone perishes in
a fire or dies of burns.

Priest Leads Guerrillas

& An American Catholice
priest, Arthur Melville, 35, was
about to invade Guatemala
with a guerrilla force when
Mexican authorities arrested
him and deported him to the
United States, He reporiedly
said to Mexican Immigration
officials that he planned to join
the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Guatemala jn a fight
against the government of
that country. An official report
of the priest’s deportation,
made available May 3, stated
that the Catholic priest plead-
ed 1o be deported to Cuba or
Vietnam *“to fight U8, imperi-
alism.” Priest Melville claimed
to have eighty partisans in

‘Mexico ready to follow him

across the border, :

A Million-Dollar March

& “The poor people’s march”
on Washington, D.C., which
began in May, is an antipov.

erty arrve, but it wili cost the
“poor” at least a milllon dol-
lars to stage. More will be
necded if the campaign goes
beyond June 30, as is expected.
This amount is in addition to
the normal operation expehses
for items such as salaries and
regular civil rights activities.
On these, the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference,
which is sponsoring the march,
normally spends about a mil-
lion dollars a year. United
States officials seemed to share
the hope that the demonstra-
tion would remain peaceful,
but there was no disposition
to let it po at that. The city
braced itzelf for trouble.

Paris Peace Talks

% The United States and the
North Vietnamese opened
talks pertaining to the war in
Vietnam on May 13, with ng
illusions of an easy road to
peace. W. Averell Harriman,
chief U.S. delegate, accused
North Vietnam of aggression.
Xuan Thuy, Hanoi's top dele-
gate, charged the United States
with “monstrous crimes,” The
words being used to describe
the bargaining taking place
are “negotiated compromise.”
While truce talks wen{ on,
fighting continued. “Talk and
fight” appears to be the strat-
egy. Neither party gave any
sign of shifting during the
early negotiating sessions.

Uruguayans Leave

@ In recent months a growing
number of Uruguayans have
left their native land, belfev-
ing that their Jot in life would
be better elsewhere. The exo-
dus recently has been 1,200 a
month. A year ago the rate
was about 300 a month. The
nation's population is only
about 2,500,000, and even a
small exodus iz quickly felt.
Those leaving usually give in-
flation as their reason. Last
year the cost of living rose by
136 percent. Fear has arisen
that the problems are insur-
mountable. As the ecohomic
squeeze tightens, so does dis-
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honesty. There are growing
complaints from businesstmen
that they are getting bad
checks from customers or that
they are not belng pald at all.
A Montevideo bank official said
dolefully: “A few years ago
vou never would have seen
this, Uruguayans were con-
scientious, honest people, and
there were very few bad
checks. We have come to sorry
times. There just seems to be
no faith in any institutions
any more,”

‘Please Qutiaw Smoldng’

@ The president of the United
States gets about 50 letters a
week from children 7 to 14
years of age requesting that
a law be passed to outlaw
smoking. These letters show
concern In two areas, hamely,
that smoking be made unlaw-
ful and that a way be made to
keep their fathers and mothers
from smoking. A S-year-old
girl from North Carolina
wrote: “I am writing to ask
you to pass a law to stop all
tobacco farmers from grow-
ing tobacco” “My father
'smokes and has emphysema.
My mother and three sisters
smoke, too.” Much the same
idea was expressed by an 11-
year-0ld boy from Arizona:
“My daddy is real old, he is
44" said the letter. “He has
been smoking all his life. He
is trying to stop. Couldn’t you
pay cigarette makers money
not to grow tobacco? Then
they won't get mad,” A recent
survey showed a substantial
decline in cigarette smoking
among teen-agers. Ten Years
ago 34.7 percent of the 17-year-
old boys interviewed sald they
were smokers, and 255 per-
cent are reported doing so
today. The rate for 17-year-old
girls has dropped from 25.5 to
15.7 percent.

Marrying Young

& A marked increase in the
marriage rate and a marked
decrease in the birthrate were
features of interest in the 1968
Yearbook published by the
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State of Vietorla, Australla.
Figures coverad the years
196266, The marriage rate
rose by 12 percent Quring the
past four years, while the
birthrate dropped by 9 percent.
Other increases were 5 percent

in the death rate, 22 percent

in the divorce rate and 20 per-
cent in the number of llegiti-
mate births in the same four-
vear period. The incidence of
divorce was highest among
Victorlan men at the age of
42 and women at 52. Thirteen
14-year-old girls were married
in Australia last year, along
with mninety-seven 15-year-olds
and 2,219 18-year-old brides,
The statistics showed that the
most popular age for girls to
get married was 20 and that
for males was 22, Three 18
year-old widows and four 19
year-old divorcées were brides
again.

Yransfusion Patient Dies

@ A Di-vear-old patient enh-
tered the Washington Hospital
Center for a larynx operation.
The patient had received three
pints of whole blood and one
of packed cells while in the
hospital. The blood was sup-
plied by the Red Cross. The
donor was a 29-year-old Ni-
gerian student. The patient
contracted malaria from the
transfusion and died shortly
thereafter. Tests revealed ma-
laria parasites in the donor's
blood.

Dating of the Earth

@ Donald E. Chittick, associ-
ate professor of chemistry at
the University of Puget Sound,
Tacoma, Washington, stated in
early May that he had pur-
sued a special study of various
methods of attempting to date
fossgils and the age of the
earth and the whole universe.
He declared ihat he has in-
vestigated particularly radio-
active dating methods, and
from these he has concluded
that the age of the earth must
be measureéd ‘in thousands of
years, and not milllons or bil-
lions.' “Dating is the key issue

in creationism versys natural.
1sm,” he sald. The jdea that
earth is;very old.ls an escape
mechamsm for naturalism, he
added.

Church in Brazit

@ Brazil is the world's largest
Roman Catholic country., But
relations between the Catholie
church and the state are at
the bremking point. Some of
the modern clergymen have
been demanding social re-
forms. Others have become
directly involved in clashes be-
tween police and student dem-
onstrations agaifist the gov-
ernment. At one point, the
mounted police actually
charged a crowd on the steps
of Candelaria, the main ca-
thedral in the heart of Rio de
Janeiro. The government and
the more vocal leaders of the
Cathotic church appear to be
an a cellision course,

“Unrealistic” War Froflts

4 ‘“There is somethlng rotten
somewhere,” said Representa.
tive Peter Kyros of Maine, in-
vestigating the M-16 rifie con-
tract. The U.S. Army was
asked why it rejected the bid
of an arms manufacturer
whose price was $20 million
below that of one successful
bidder, General Motors. Re-
cently Colt Industries, Inc.,
Hartford, Connecticut, con-
tracted to produce the M-16
rifle for about $104. The frst
-year of the General Motor's
contract averdpes out to a
cost of $316 a rifle. Another
company stated that they
would produce the same rifle
for about $250 each. As Rep-
resentative Kyros said: “There
is something rotten some-
where.” Committee investiga.
tors state that the cost per
rifle seems to be “unrealistical-
ly high as both coniracts great-
ly exceed the price at which
Colt is producing the rifles.”

Pilt Health Hazard

@ New evidence indicates that
birth-control pills may be haz-
ardous to health. On the basis
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of new findings the Food and
Drug Administration an-
nounced on May 10 new label-
ing requirements for birth-con-
trol pilis. British researchers
have discovered that those tak-
ing the pills increase their
chances of death or disease
due to blood clots by seven to
ten times.

A Mass for Hitler

& In Madrid, Spain, on the
morring of May 10, a mass
was said “for the repose of
the soul of Adolf Hitler and
those of all who died defend-
ing Christianity and the civili-
zation of the West.” Some 300
Spaniards filed out of the
Church of San Martin, raised
their right hands in a Fascist
salute and broke into a Nazi
marching song.

Age of Depression

& A physicians’ journal, Med-
ical World News, noted recent-
1y, *(the depression syndrome)
is so common that our era

might well be called the ‘age
of depression,” succeeding the
‘age of anxdety’ of a genera-
tlon or so ago.” There are
about 90,000 persons hospltal-
ized in America each year be-

cause of acute depression. One .

expert believes ‘“millions” of
Americans are receiving anti-
depressant drugs from family
physicians and psychiatrists.
More than 19,000 persons com-
mit suicide each year in Amer-
ica, with many cases unreport-
ed. Famed psychiatrist Dr.
Karl Menninger says there are
60 attempts for every success-
ful suicide,

Claimed “a Miracle”

@ Faith healing received a

sethack when a grandstand
built for 2,000 collapsed under
the weight of 5,000 persons on
April 5 in Chillin, Chile. In.
stead of receiving on-the-spot
faith cures, the seventy-nine
injured, five of them seriously,
were rushed to the hospital
for more expert {reatment.
Still the Puertoc Rican preach-

er, David Garela, claimed “a
miraclé,” saying “the disaster .
could have been worse” It
could have been prevented, too,
if simple directions had been
followed.

Fighting Cholera

@ On April 26 strict preven-
tive measures were imposed in
West Pakistan to check the
spread of a cholera epidemie.
The disease has caused about
200 deaths.

-The Salty Ocean

% It has been estimated that
the oceans contain as much as
50 quadrillion tons (50 millicn
billion tons) of dissolved sol-
ids. According to Secience IH-
gest for May 1968, if all the
salt could be removed from
the oceans and spread evenly
over the earth's land surface,
it would form a layer more
than 500 feet thick—about the
height of a 40-story building.
Seawater is 220 times saltler
than fresh lake water,

Can any one news item be “GOOD NEWS” for ALL nations?

Yes! Announcement of the “Good News for All
Nations’ District Assemblies of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses. Why? Because these assemblies, to he
held around the world, will present a program
designed to strengthen the uniting bond of true
Christians in every land! Never before have the
divisive barriers of nationalism and sectarian
creeds been in such evidence as in this genera-
tion. And nowhere else is evidence of a “break-
through” so manifest as at the assemblies
sponsored by Jehovah's wifnesses, who are
devoted to unifying worship of the one true
God. Come and see for yourself. For information
as to locations and accommodations, write to

WATCH TOWER CONVENTION

The Ridgeway

Londen N.W. 7
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IF YOUR LIFE DEPENDED ON IT . . .

how long could you hang on to a rope,
dangling over a precipice?

You imagine it will never
be put to the test? Liter-
ally, few will ever be forced
to find out. But today, an
even more serious danger
threatens you. And the “rope”
that can save you is not even
to be found in many homes.
The apostle Paul said to keep
a “tight grip on the word of
life.” Why? Because we live
“in among a crooked and
twisted generation.” And that
‘“sword of life,” found in God’s
Word, the Holy Bible, is in-
deed a “lifeline” to hold us
securely to the Everlasting
Rock, our God and Creator.
Do you read the Bible regu-
larly? You must, if you are
going to keep a tight grip on
life. Read it in the modern
language of today and benefit
from it the most.

Read

New World Translation of the Holy Seriplures.

Avallable in English, Ialian and Spanish. Send omnly 8/6
(for Australia, $1; for South Afriea,’ 70c).

WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7

1 am enclosing 8/6 (for Australla, $1; for South Africa, 70c). Please send me the New World
Translation cf the HoZg Beriptures In [ ] English, [ ] Itallan, [ASpaniAh. For maillng the coupon
I am to receive free the timely booklet “Laock! I Am Making All Thinge New.”

Street and Number
Name .. ... et e or Route and BOX ... ... .o e

Post, Postal
TOWR v i Distrlet No. ... County ..ol

n: AUSTRALIA: 11 Beresford Ttd., Strathfleld, N.B.W. -CANADA: 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 1%, Ont, $OUTE
\FRICA: Private Bag 2, P.O. Flandsfontein, Transvaal, UNITED STATES: 117 Adams 21., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201
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