


THE REASON FOR THI5 MAGAIINE

Mews sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our times moust
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. "“Awake!”" hos no fetters. It recognizes
facts, foces foacts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political Hes; it is unham-
pered by traditionol creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth,

The viewpaint of "Awakel’" is not narrow, but is internafional. "Awakel” has its
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles are read in many lands, in many
languages, by millions of persons.

In every issue "Awake!” presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It
features penefraling articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting
the problems of everyday life. Current news from avery continent passes in quick review,
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical
sciences and poinis of human interest are all embraced in ifs coverage. “"Awuoke!” pro-
vides wheolesome, instructive reading for every member of the family.

“Awake!" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subile
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish-
ment of God's righteous new order in this generation.

Gel acquainted with "Awake!" Keep aweke by reading "“Awakel”

PUstigiiep SIMULTANEOUSLY IN THE UNITED STATES BEY THE
wWATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF NEW YORK, INC,
117 Adams Slevet Brookl},n NY. 10t U8 A
ANE IN ENGLANI
WATCH TOWER BIBLE AN TRACT SOCLETY

L‘\ atch Tower House, The Ridgeway London N.W. 7, Engiand
1. KNogr, Presivent GraNT Swuirkr, Secretory

Avetage printing each issue: 5,000,000
500 topy Chustalla, Se; Saath Afria, 30
Yearly subserintlon rates
Offices for semimenthly edittons:
America, U,S.. |17 Arame Ntreet, Hromklyo, X.¥. 11200 81
Auslrafia, 11 Berestord RQ., Strathfield, N.$W. 2355 §I

Canada, 150 Bridgeland Sve., Torarlo L4 i Ea
Englang, Walch Tower limss, 4
The Mdgeway, Londun XW. 7 - LY

Mew Zemiand, @21 New Nt RA. iekind 3 e
South Afrlea, Private Mag 2. [ Elundsfentein. Tvl e
(Monthly editions cost halt the aheve rates.)
Remittances [or subscriptiuns <bould be sent 1o the ofie in
your country.  Otherwlor vend gour remitiance to Brookhy,
Notive of explration 5 went al leasl iwn issues  before

sibseription expires.

Now published in 26 languages

Sembmanthly --Afrikaans Uehiuo, Dapisy. Duteh,  Eoglish,
Flunish, Erenedi, Germag, k. 1wk, Tallsn, fapsuese,
Kar Nurwigiun, Pocligeese,  Npsnish. Swedisl,  Tagalog
Zulu,

Monthly {hiese, Cisania. Hiligasoor, Malayalam, Polusin

Tamil. Ukrainimt.

CHANGES OF ADORESS shonld reash us thirty days
betars your maying date. Give ms your oid and new
address  (If  possthle, vour old address label). Write
Wateh Tower, Wateh Tower House, The Ridgeway,
Londan N.W. 7, Eagland.

EfLrel w5 Seond-Class Maties al BLOmIYE. S %
Irined o Eogland

Tho Bibla frapsiation regularly used in “Awakel” s the New World Transtetion of the Holy Serlptures, 1961 rdition.
Whan ather transiatlons aro waed, thils 15 clearly marked.

CONTENTS

Unforgettable Moments of Pleasure 3
Lovers of Pleasures Rather than

Laovers of (yod—a Warning Sign [
Lubricants- -Man's Efficient Servanis i1
Mail in the United States 13
India's Varied Burial Rites 16

Most Pnpulous (‘reature 19

You Can Teach Your Children to Rerd

Kingdom Ministry School
Overflows with Benafits

“Your Word Is Truth”
Is the Benk of Jonah Historical?

Watching the World

2

3

27

29



Awake

“It is alresdy the hour for you to awake.”

—Romans 13:11

®

Volume XLIX

London, England, May 22, 1968

MNumbar 10

LEASURE - their own a-

s @ state %WM/@JWM musementsin
of inner enjoy- the home. Peo-
ment. It is ex- Y ple sang to-
altation of ‘ gether, danced
spirit, gladness PLEASURE and played
or delight. Awe musical in-

and a sense of
wonderment
arc often a part of memorable pleasure.

Not all people find pleasure in the same
way or to the same extent. A humanitar-
ian finds pleasure in the service of his
fellowman. An observant person with an
eye for beauty finds pleasure in the mar-
velous colors, designs and variety in cre-
ation. A Christian finds pleasure in the
worship of God. To some, the pleasure
from these things is deep and satisfying;
with others, the enjoyment is soon for-
gotten. But learning to see things in re-
lation to God and cultivating genuine in-
terest ih one’s fellowman give a person
insight and help him to make his mo-
ments of pleasure ones that are truly un-
forgettable.

Amid a Busy World

The whole subject of pleasure has be-
come somewhat complicated by such
things as the radio and television, the
phonograph and the movies, which cause
people to be the audience and rarely the
participants. There was a time, an}i not
too many years ago, when people found
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strumcents by
their fireside
and indulged themselves in the pleasure of
accomplishment, Or they practiced some
craft that took their thoughts from the
daily routine as well as giving them the
pleasure of achievement. Most of those
pleasures are still with us, but among
many people in these hurried days they
have not been thought of for so long that
their appeal has almost been forgotten.

We today are often vaguely aware that
uncorrupted pleasure awaits us some-
where, if we will only open our hearts
to make room for it, But do we? One
autumn a young couple planted some
flower bulbs, but when spring came the
husband was so busy at his place of busi-
ness that he had no time to notice that
the bulbs had sprouted and beautifu!l flow-
ers were in bloom. Then one day he passed
a beggar who had a sign that read: “It is
spring and I am blind.”

“Early the next morning,” his wife
said, “my husband arose and walked into
the garden where the flowers were bloom-
ing profusely, He picked a crocus and
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looked into its small purple chalice. As
he drank in its beauty he resolved that
business, that thief, would never deprive
him of such unforgettable moments of
pleasure again.” It took a blind man to
remind him of the pleasure of spring.

A family, during the electric power fail-
ure of November 9, 1965, in the north-
eastern part of the United States, dis-
covered the pleasure of living in a more
relaxed way. They found candles and
lighted them. They made a fire and cooked
hot dogs on a stick, There was no distrac-
tion, no radie, no television. The children
read by candlelight. After they went to
bed, the parents lingered by the fire, re-
luctant to give up this unexpectedly lovely
evening, “Do you suppose it could be like
this more often?” asked the father

wishiully. Tt was a moment of unforget-
table pleasure.

Pleasure in Simple Things

Much that brings pleasure is found in
little things, Babies as a rule laugh at the
iridescent bubbles bursting in their bath.
Children get excited at the sight of butter-
flies. They find exhilaration in learning
to read, to whistle, to ride a bicycle and
to swim. And there is pleasure in look-

- ing back on the days when you did those

things and fecling the thrill over again,
An old man revisited a swimming hole
of his boyhood days. Moved by the memo-
ry of days long past, he took off his
clothes and plunged in, The joy that he
had when a hoy returbed to him. He felt
young again and shouted for joy.
Many adults

breathe deeply
and express de-
light at the
subtle scent of
honeysuckle or
the Iragrance
of newly mown
hay. Generally
people bright-
cen up at the
song of a bird
or they may
delight in
stroking a kit-
ten. These are
ecxperiences
that are plea-
surable, and
they arc sim-
ple things.
There is a
tendency to
forget that
pleasurable
beauty  sur-
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rounds us. Unless effort is made to enjoy
it, one will soon allow petty distraction to
blur the vision. Just as a family quarrel
can spoil a beautiful day, so long hours of
television watching that features broken
families, crime and violence can disrupt
one’s inner peace.

A middie-aged couple threatened with
failure of their marriage thought that a
vacation together away from the rush of
modern city life would do them good. They
rented a cabin miles away from any signs
of civilization. As the owner advertised:
“This place is miles from nowhere. No
main road for miles arcund. You will
sleep like a log. No traffic noises. As for
convenience, vou've got a brgom.” The
couple sat on the cabin porch in the eve-
ning, under sweet-blooming roses, and
talked. “We hadn't talked like this in
vears,” the wife said. By day they picked
berries, sat in patches of sun, or held but-
tercups under each other’s chin. When
time came for them to leave, they did not
want to go. They had found happiness in
being together. This vacation became an
unforgettable moment in the life of this
couple, and it was the simplicity of it
that made it beautiful.

Pleasure in Doing for Others

The most delicate and sensible of all
pleasures are to be found in promoting the
pleasure of others. Jesus Christ is quot-
ed as having said: “There is more hap-
piness in giving than there is in receiving.”
(Acts 20:35) A young mother was re-
minded of this when she walked through
a supermarket. The smell of newly baked
bread brought back treasured memories
and fired her imagination. She knew that
almaost every conceivable kind of bread
could be bought at the market or at a
nearby bakery, and for less than she
could make it. Yet, an unforgettable mem-
ory moved her to bake her own bread
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that day for the pleasure that it would
bring to her family, Vividly she recalled
the days when she was a child and her
mother baked bread. The smell of freshly
baked bread and the joy of eating it
with homemade butter were pleasures
never to be forgotten. The sight and sound
of her own family enjoying that pleasure
enabled her to relive her own happy ex-
perience, but somehow the pleasure was
even finer this time because she was the
one who was giving.

Robert Kahn in his book Lessons for
Life asks: “When life is spent and all add-
ed up, what are the memories that warm
our hearts? The happy laughter of a child
as we swung him high; the joys of an
after-dinner hour when we put aside the
dishwashing for a bit and just sat and
talked.” Simple things, but they bring
pleasure hecautse we are taking an interest
in others.

Misconceptions of Pleasure

Especially children of today's affluent
Western world who enjoy an abundance of
almost everything think of pleasure in
elaborate terms, such as the expensive din-
ner, the trip abroad, the big automobile.
They imagine pleasure to be a thing that
can be bought with money if the price is
right. While youth pushes ahead in hot
pursuit of ‘“‘canned” pleasure, the genuine
article escapes his notice, Pleasure to him
is a bird if you can catch it. On the other
hand, pleasure can be a bird free in its
natural setting, reflecting its brilliant col-
ors and song. One’s appreciation and
standard of values determine whether one
will find pleasure, and in what.

The English author Rudyard Kipling
once wrote: “Teach us to delight in sim-
ple things.” And in this fast-paced world,
one might add: “And help us to simplify
our lives to make room for them.” Both

-
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youths and adults deceive themselves with
countless pursuits that should bring

pleasure but do not. The new home, the
new furniture, the brand-new automobile,
the fur ceat, the diamond ring, the things
that should be donc and seen. They say:
“I'm going to be happy if it kills me.”
They think they can force pleasure upon
themselves, Tor they have come to helieve

HERE: is nothing wrong with pleasure,
when chosen wisely and enjoyed in
moderation. Neither the feeling of plea-
sure hor the impulse lo seek it is necessar-
ily sinful, for the moderate desire for
pleasure and its fultillment can and do
add to one's happiness, However, just as
a man who takes pleaswre in nething is
morbid, unhealthy, so too the one who
desires and seeks only pleasure iz un-
balanced, mentally sick.

Someone has to decide which pleasures
are good and which bad, as well as the
extent to which one cun safely seek and
indulge in pleasure-giving activities. And
what better One could there be than man-
kind’s Creator? To the Christian, then,
God’s will determines what pleasures may
ke rightly enjoyed and to what extent.

6

that pleasure is a product that can be
purchased, packaged and delivered.

But genuine pleasure cannot be forced.
Tt comes. without much effort if we have
the right outlook on life. Tt is ours if we
draw close to God. And the pleasures that
we find will be most unforgettable if we
seek them, not only for ourselves, but to
share them with others.

The written Word of
God guides him in
such sensitive areas
of his day-to-day life.

The Bible reveals
that the highest and
most satisfying pleasure man can enjoy is
communion with his Creator. (Ps, 111:2;
112:1; John 17:21) To some this may
sound strange, but, nevertheless, it is true.
This unique pleasure, however, does not
exclude other legitimate pleasures. In fact,
other pleasures are greally enhanced
thereby, The pleasures of investigating
true science, beauty in art, yes, and even
the moderate bodily pleasures of eating
and drinking, are all proper and consistent
with Christian living when governed by
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a sense of closeness io the true God, Je-
hovah.—Col. 3:23.

Extreme asceticism, that is, a severe
mistreatment of the body, a deliberate
denying to oneself the normal comforts
and blessings of life, is not in keeping with
Christian principles. Self-imposed isola-
tion and extreme self-denials practiced
by some religious devotees do not reflect
the genuine, loving, sharing spirit of
Christ and his followeys.—Col. 2:16-23;
1 Tim. 4:3-5.

Pleasures that are out of harmony with
the Bible’s principles degrade. They en-
slave the personality and overpower the
will of the person indulging in them, and
lead to frustrations and many hurtful
experiences. To guard against this form of
slavery the Scriptures recommend keeping
the fleshly body ih strict subjection in re-
lation to lawless pleasures—1 Cor. 9:27;
Phil. 4:11-13.

Foretelling this very era in which we
live, the Bible warned that men would be
“lovers of pleasures rather than lovers
of God, having a form of godly devetion
but proving false io its power.” (2 Tim.
3:1-3) Referring to the conditions that
fulfill that prophecy in our time, histo-
rian Arnold Toynhee points to this stress
on ‘‘pleasure-loving” as ‘a red light of
warning for the Western way of life." “The
last days” of this system of things are tru-
ly upon us.

Lessons of the Past

Past history should teach us many
things. However, present conditions offer
ample proof thal mankind in general has
learned little from the past. Reminding
us that what happened to God’s ancient
people, the Israelites, was recorded as a
warning for us, the apostle Paul wrote:
“Now these things became our examples,
for us not to be persons desiring injuricus
things, even as they desired them. Neither
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become idolaters, as some of them did;
just as it is written: “The people sat down
to eat and drink, and they got up to have
a good time.’ Neither let us practice forni-
cation, as some of them committed forni-
cation, only to fall, twenty-three thousand
of them in one day. Neither let us put
Jehovah to the test, as some of them put
him to the test, only to perish by the
sarpents.” (1 Cor. 10:6-9) Finally, that
nation was given up to destruction by her
enemies because of putting lustful plea-
sures ahead of right worship of its God,

Imperial Rome should alse be a lesson
to us. Built up into a huge pleasure-seeking
empire, it promoted every kind of lewd,
disgraceful and unnatural pleasure. Its
gladiatorial combats degenerated into wild
massacres. Its huge arena, seating some
385,000, was at times lit up by human
torches. Girls were thrown to wild animals
or dragged around naked by maddened
bulls. Fans threw themselves on the fu-
neral pyres of favorite charioteers. The
populace cried for bigger and hblocdier
shows. The empire fell apart. Could any-
thing less have been expected in view of
the lessons of history and the warnings of
God’s Word?

Distressing Modern Trends

If history has failed as a teacher, it has
failed especially in this one area, to in-
struct men that immoral pleasures, war,
crime and violence do not pay. Much of
the behavior in this modern world would
lead one to conclude that lustful pleasures
and selfish, narrow aims are the pursuits
of the majority. Daniel P. Mannix, author
of Those About to Die, shows that the
very practices that led to Rome’s downfall
are the leading pleasures of today. ‘Any
modern sports promoter,” he says, ‘who
cared to put on a series of shows dupli-
cating the Roman games would easily be
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able to fill the
house. Ancient
sports in one

form or another
are all popular.’
The modern tele-
visicn arena seats
not merely 385,-
000, but millions
ol people of all
ages, and the per-
formances of
© erime, immoral-
ity, violence, de-
struction and
death are flashed
right into the living room twenty-
four hours a day, every day of the year.
0ld Rome'’s pleasure spree fades into in-
significance.

In her hour of shameless corruption
Rome had no reverence for religion, even
her own multiplicity of gods. What plea-
sure seccker today holds true religion in
high esteem? The godlessness of, this
world has left it confused, in a fumbling
search for direction and a new moral
standard. This loss of a sense of values,
this confusion, has come about, according
to columnist Walter Lippmann, because
man ‘has lost faith in the traditional con-
cept of God. Lacking any star to guide
him, he goes off first in one direction and
then in another, like a ship drifling at
sea without rudder or compass.’

Without faith in God there is no way
to understand the real purpose in life
As in Rome’s day the tendency loday is
to become preoccupied with self. Headiér
stimulations and excitements are sought.
Simple pleasures no longer satisfy, Men
turn to drugs, ever more petent, but even
these do not satisfy. Frustrations, depres-
sions, berserk tendencics and suicides fol-
low along in the dismal procession.

[

The ancient Romans eagerly pursued gory and
violent pleasures, but 50 do modern-day masses
who sit in front of their TV sets

Warped
Attitudes
The pleasure
pursuit has
brought about a
change in atti-
tudes tellingly re-
vealed in current
vocabulary. The
apostle Paul de-
scribed the aiti-
tude of some in
his day as: ‘“Let
us cat and drink,
for tomorrow we
are to die.”
(1 Cor. 15:32) This wuas the view in Cor-
inth, celebrated as ‘‘the most heautiful
and most depraved city of antiquity.” To-
day, too, we hear such expressions in
common use, by ycuth particularly, as
“live for today,” “grab your happiness,”
‘the hereafter may be nothing at all’
This same irresponsibleness is reflected
in the lyrics of the New York World's
Fair theme song: “Walk away from every
care. This is your fun time. You are en-
titled to it.” How can anyone get away
from every care? Yet that is what multi- -
tudes are now striving to do, They have
convineed themselves that the world owes
them a living, and that to earn their way
by hard work is outdated. This is their
“fun time,” and if their dreams of plenty
fail to materialize, then there are pro-
tests and demonstrations. They see noth-
ing strange abou! demanding the maxi-
mum benefit for the minimum of effort.

Preoccupation with Play

The desire to be entertained is an out-
standing feature of the pleasure pursuit,
Money spent on spectator sports events
has climbed to a peak of $1,500,000,000
and on participant sports to $8,500,000,-
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000. The total expenditure in 1960 for
sporting equipment alone exceeded $2,-
000,000,000, and the figure is now far
beyond that. Is there any doubt about
where the heart of this generation is? As
Jesus Christ so accurately appraised mat-
ters: “Where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.”—Matt. 6:21.

A West German industrial research in-
stitute recently found that the nation's
fourteen- to twenty-four-year-olds ‘spend
some $5,000,000,000 annually, more than
a third of that amount on luxury goods.
Thrift is an old-fashioned joke among
many young Rhinelanders. Buying beauty,
style and speed is not considered extrava-
gance. Dressed in chic clothes and carry-
ing transistor radios, they promenade in
couples or groups, and ride light motor-
cycles, which seem to satisfy their love of
noise,

In France, youths generally want more
money for clothes, apartments, luxuries,
cars—all the things that represent “le
standing.” The story is much the same
among the 100,000,000 wvouths, between
the ages of fifteen and twenty-five, from
Madrid to Moscow.

Sexual Degradation

Great appeal is made today to the sex
instinct, much of it sheer pornography.
When Sweden's Justice Minister Herman
Kling was asked whether he thought por-
nography should be kept out of the hands
of the young, he replied: “With the free-
dom existing between boys and girls in
Sweden, they have no need for pornogra-
phy. They look upon sex as a natural
thing.” Many popular magazines are un-
inhibitedly devoted to the so-called joys
of love and sex. The more p_opular movies
are the ones whercin nudity and immoral
conduct appear repeatedly. The popularity
of this type of entertainment reveals the
general appetite for illicit pleasure.
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Is there any defense for the modern
swing to immorality? The Bible says, No.
In fact, the Bible’s divine Author refuses
his guidance and protection to a genera-
tion that refuses to acknowledge him as
God. Wrote the apostle Paul: “That is
why God gave them up to disgraceful
sexual appetites, for both their females
changed the natural usec of themselves into
one contrary to nature; and likewise even
the males left the natural use of the female
and hecame violently inflamed in their
lust toward one another, males with males,
working what is obscene and receiving
in themselves the [ull recompense, which
was due for their error. And just as they
did not approve of holding God in accu-
rate knowledge, God gave them up to a
disapproved mental state, to do the things
not fitting, filled as they were with all
unrighteousness, wickedness, covetous-
ness, injuriousness, being full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit, malicious disposi-
tien, being whisperers, backbiters, haters
of God, insolent, haughty, self-assuming,
inventors of injurious things, disobedient
to parents, without understanding, false
to agreements, having no natural affec-
tion, merciless.” (Rom. 1:26-31) All
these detestable practices are prevalent to-
day because people have forsaken God.

The Meaning of Pleasure-seeking
Even those studying trends among mod-
ern youths have had to agree with the
apostle’s conclusion. They say that vouth
is reacting to the sustained assault on he-
liefs that have kept people relatively sane
for centuries. These heliefs have to do
with the existence of God and his pur-
pose for man and the earth. Men like
Darwin, Freud and others attacked those
beliefs through their theory of evolution.
The clergy came around to accepting that
theory and went a step farther—pro-
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claimed that “God is dead.” The result?
Vast numbers of today’s youth are faith-
less and adrift without direction.

Since evolutionists and their clergy
supporters have rejected the Bible, the
present generation is left in doubt about
what is really moral and what immeoral.
The traditional churches have lost the re-
spect of youth. Young people have lost
patience in the long wait for the political
and religious institutions to do someth‘ing
about bringing in a more just system of
things among men. Their faith in God's
ability is dead. They want their pleasures
now! their blessings now! their kingdom
now! And, what is worse, they threaten
violence to achieve their wants.

As the saner elements among meh brace
themselves to meet this era of increasing
lawlessness, immorality and violence,
what can they do to ensure the safety of
themselves and their loved ones? Is there
some strong anchor of hope to which they
can hold? There surely is, What is it? It is
the expectation to which the Bible's prom-
ises can lead them, the expectation that,
though this whole system of things among
men is nearing its end, there is hope for
those who “turn away” from the pleasure-
mad multitude and demonstrate them-
salves to be lovers of God rather than lov-
ers of illegitimate pleasures.

TFhe apostle Paul, while foretelling to-
day’s wild and immoderate quest for filthy
and immorai pleasures, warned those who
at this time find themselves out of har-
mony with such godlessness to turn away
from the evildoers. But that ‘turning
away' calls for a return to the sane, accu-
rate thinking that is based on God's writ-
ten Word, for the apostle goes on to ad-
monish: “Continue in the things that you
‘Tearned and were persuaded to believe . ..
All Scripture is inspired of God and bene-
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ficial for teaching, for reproving, for set-
ting things straight, for disciptining in
righteousness, that the man of Ged may
be fully competent, completely equipped
for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:1-5, 14-
17) The Bible’s aceurate message can for-
tify against the disastrous course of those
who are “lovers of pleasures rather than
lovers of God.”

Further, those who grasp the urgency
and seriousness of the world situation to-
day will recognize that the present inten-
sified pursuit of pleasure is one of the
sure signs that we are living in the fore-
iold “‘eritical fimes hard to deal with,”
that we have indeed reached “the last
days” of this wicked system of things.
It is just as vital to your life to identify
yvourself with those who give proof of
their love for God as it was for those
people in Noah'’s day to identify them-
selves with God's chosen ark builder.

Make no mistake! Jesus Christ spoke
with full authority from his heavenly Fa-
ther when he declared that in the “last
days” it would be again “as it occurred
in the days of Noah.” (Luke 17:26) Lov-
ers of God and of legitimate pleasures in
maoderation will receive divine protection
and preservation. Lovers of pleasures
rather than lovers of God will be engulfed
in the greatest tfrouble of all titme. They
will be swepl into oblivion because of re-
fusing to take note of the multiplying
signs of oncoming disaster. Turn away,
then, from the blinded devotees of plea-
sure, Turn poesitively to God's Word with
the same confidence that was so well ex-
pressed by the psalmist: “You will cause
me to know the path of life, Rejoicing to
satisfaction is with your face |or pres-
ence]; there is pleasantness at your right
hand [of favor] forever.”—Ps. 16:11;
Acts 2:28.
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LUBRI(

-Mans & Hicient Ser ;S’ﬁz‘mﬂtsi "

AVE you ever thought of how

much you depend upon the ef-
ficientt services of lubricants? With-
out them your automoebile would
not 1run, the big generators supply-
ing your home with electricity would
grind to a halt, trains and airplanes wouid
nof move, and, in fact, every moving me-
chanical device would cease to functicn,
What a problem this mechanical age
would have if it suddenly were deprived
of all lubricants!

Lubricants are not limited in form and
therefore can serve you in many ways.
There are liquid lubricants, gaseous lubri-
cants, solid lubricants and semiseolid lubri-
cants, In their various forms they keep
man and his machines moving by redue-
ing friction.

Friction is the resistance io motion ex-
perienced by two bodies in contact with
each other. It accounts for the difficulty
vou have in pulling a heavy log across the
ground or pushing a carton of hooks
across a floor, Friction is what makes
vour hands warm when you rub them
together and it makes the steel wheels of
a locomotive grip the rails of a railroad
track. In fact, you depend upon friction
just to walk from one place to another,
for it prevents your feet’ from slipping.

What it is that causes friction can be
understood when a smooth metal surface
is examined under very powerful magni-
fication. Irregular hills and valleys of
varying heights and depths are seen. The
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highest peaks are called surface asperities.
When another piece of smooth metal is
slid over this surface, its peaks strike the
others, which resist the motion, and since
only the highest ones in the two pieces
touch, the pressure and temperature be-
come high al those tiny spots. This causes
microscopic welds that break away as the
metal pieces are moved back and forth.
Such constant welding and breaking caus-
es severe wear of the surfaces, a notice-
able result of friction. To lessen it, some-
thing must be used to separate the two
surfaces, and that is the valuable service
performed by lubricants,

Protective Lubrication

A lubricant can put an alinost frietion-
less film between two moving metal sur-
faces, It separates the microscopic peaks
in them so they do not strike one another.
As a result the pieces can be moved with
far less energy and cause less heat and
wear. That is why a good supply of oil
is vital for the smooth operation of vour
automobiie.

What little friction {here is when a
lubricant separates moving suirfaces is due
mainly to the shearing stress placed upon
the lubricant itself as the portions cling-
ing to the surfaces are moveqd at different
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speads or in opposite directions, But even
under the best conditions there is some
occasional metal-to-metal contact that
causes microscopic surface damage. These
twao sources of friction generate very little
heat, Substantial heat, however, can re-
sult from the stresses placed upon the
metal itself. Much of such heat is carried
away by the lubricant. Thus the oil in
an automobile engine, for example, not
only reduces friction but also acts as a
cooling agent.

The erankshaft of your automobile is
held in place by several bearings. A small
space is permitted between a journal on
the crankshaft and a bearing so that the
shaft will turn freely. When the engine is
not operating, the weight of the shaft
may squeeze much of the oil out of the
bearing, and so the metal of the journal
and that of the bearing come in contact
at the point where the shaft rests. Such
bearings frequently lack sufficient oil
when starting from rest, with slight wear
being caused for a few seconds until an
oil film of sufficient thickness is formed.
As each journal floats clear the crankshaft
can rotate with very little friction.

Because a rotating journal can act like
a pump as it draws oil in one side ahd
sends it out the other there must be a
continuous supply of fresh oil for your
automobile engine. You should therefore
keep the supply of oil at the recommended
level, Maintaining any moving part of a
machine with sufficient oil or other lubri-
cant is the first prineciple of lubrication.

What You Shouwld Know About Viscosily

Whether you will use in your car an oil
that is heavy and flows slowly or one that
flows more freely at the same temperature
is a decision that can directly affect the
manner in which it operates, The resis-
tance of an oil to flow is called viscosity.

The viscosity of an oil has a direct re-
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lationship to its ability to support loads.
If its viscosity is very low at the operat-
ing temperature ¢of a bearing it may be
too thin for maintaining a lubricant film
thick encugh for preventing friction and
wear. A heavy load on a bearing requires
an oil with a high viscosity so as to sup-
port the heavy journal and to prevent
metal-fo-metal contact, A light oil would
be squeezed out.

Although an engine may start easier in
cold temperatures with an oil of low vis-
cosity, the oil may become too thin when
the engine is heated up and the ear is
running at highway speeds. Heat lowers
oil viscosity, and with a light lubricating
oil it causes viscosity to drop rapidly.
Engine parts could, therefore, become
overheated from friction, with the pos-
sibility of seizure, their being unable to
make any further moveoment.

Automobile owners have a choice of
oils that are designed for use in the cold
temperatures of winter. These make start-
ing easier because they have been ad-
justed to flow freely at zero degrees
Fahrenheit. During the hot months of
summer, engines require a different oil,
one that is designed to have a suitable
viscosity at 210 degrees Fahrenheit. A
winter oil would become too thin at that
temperature.

To help motorists select the oil they
need for different driving conditions oil
companies classify motor oils according to
their viscosity at zero degrees and 210
degrees Fahrenheit, Those for winter use
are classified with the numbers SAE 5W,
10W, or 20W. Those with heavier vis-
cosity for summer use are classified as
SAE 20, 30, 40 and 50. The iritials stand
for Society of Automotive Engineers, who
issued this number classification, OQils
with a wider temperature range than
these and which permit use the year
around are known as multigrade oils.
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A multigrade oil that is designed to flow
freely at zero degrees Fahrenheit and is
able to maintain a satisfactory film
strength at 120 degrees Fahrenheit is des-
ignated with two viscosity numbers, such
as SAE 10W-30, to indicate itz viscosity
at zero degrees and at 120 degrees. Its
viscosity has been strengthened with syn-
thetic materials known as polymers. They
minimize the extent to which the oil thins
out at higher temperatures, While it is
possible to use multigrade oils the year
around in some localities, a few of them
tend to deteriorate after a relatively short
period of engine use.

The type of service for which an oil
is suitable is indicated by the letters ML,
MM and MS, the “M” standing for auto-
mobile engines and the other letters for
light, medium and severe service. Diesel
engines are meant when the first letter
is “D.” Low compression engines that
~have no special lubrication requirements
and that are given light service ean use
a motor oil that is classified as ML, Those
engines receiving medium service, which
means they are operated under moderate
to severe conditions, can use MM oil. This
oil contains oxidation and corrosion in-
hibitors. The oils classified as MS are for
severe service such as short runs in cold
weather and constant city driving that
involves trips of five miles or less each
time the engine is started. They contain
detergent additives as well as chemicals
for inhibiting oxidation of the oil and cor-
rosion of metal parts.

Corrosive acids resulting from oxida-
tion of the oil and from combustion as
well as other oxidation products such as
sludge and varnishlike deposits can be-*
come a serious problem when an auto-
mobile is operated for only short distances
in cold weather. Long drives at highway
speeds can be regarded as light service be-
cause they make it pessible for an engine
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to function at its best and to keep itself
clean,

Variety of Lubricants

There are many types of liquid lubri-
cants used on the many machines man has
designed. The most widely used ones are
the mineral oils that are obtained by dis-
tilling petroleum. There are also various
vegetable and animal oils, some of which
have been used as lubricants for thou-
sands of years. Ancient chariots appear to
have used mutton or beef lallow on their
axles. Early steam engines in industrial
plants used lard oil or castor oil on their
bearings, and large open bearings were
lubricated with beef or mutton tallow.

Today castor oil is used in high-speed
engines such as in race ecars and jet air-
craft because it keeps iis viscosity over
extreme ranges of temperature. It is also
useful in temporarily overcoming the
problem of an overhecated bearing. A few
drops of castor oil often solves it by
quickly reestablishing an insulating film
of lubrication between the journal and
bearing. Rupture of the oil film is often

-the cause of such overheating.

Blown rapeseced oil and fish oil are fre-,
quently used on the bearings of marine
engines that are sprayed with water when
they arc hot. Mineral oil in such bearings
could gradually be dispelled by the water.
Some of the other animal and vegetable
oils that have been used as lubricants are
sperm oil, whale 0il, neat’s-foot oil, olive
oil, palm oil and peanut oil. Because fatty
oils cling to metals they are often mixed
with mineral oils used for supporting
heavy loads so as to inerease film strength.
They help cutting oils, for example, to
withstand the great pressures exerted by
the edge of a cutting tcol on a lathe.

For especially difficult conditions such
as in some parts of the gas turbine of a
race car or jet plane oils are not satis-
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factory, but synthetic lubricants are.
These are man-made lubricants that are
based upon such chemicals as the seba-
cate, azelate or adipate diesters. They are
able to hold up well under the extremely
high temperatures, high speed and heavy
loading of these engines. Another chemi-
cal used for making synthetic lubricants
is silicone, A silicone lubricant can resist
oxidation at moderate temperatures and
does not attack rubber, plastics or paints.

Greases

In some parts of a machine it is not
possible to maintain a steady supply of
oil or to prevent oil from flowing away,
such as in the wheel bearings of your car.
Under such circum-

ron nitride, berax, mica and vermiculite,
Molybdenum disulfide is virtually unaf-
fected by high temperatures.

Air is also being used as a lubricant
under certain conditions, Tt serves well
where there are light loads, high speeds,
high temperatures and special environ-
meints. The bearings of gyroscopes used
in some inertial navigation systems are
lubricated with a cushion of pressurized
air. So also are the bearings for dental
drills that run at 400,000 revolutions per
minute.

Frequency of Lubrication
How often a moving part in a machine
should be lubricated will vary with cir-
cuinstances and ma-

stances there are
various greases that
can be used. Most
greases are mineral
oils that have been
thickened with me-
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Medical Experiments
and Your Health

chine design, A
watch, for example,
needs  Jubrication

with fine instrument
oil, such as one con-
taining neat’s-foot or

tallic soaps. When at

rest they act as a solid that seals out dirt
and water, but when in contact with mov-
ing surfaces they act as a liquid lubricant.
. The metallic scaps for greases are
made by reacting the hydroxides of cal-
cium, sodium, aluminum, barium and lith-
ium with various fats or fatty acids. These
various metals produce greases with phys-
ical properties that are suitable for vari-
ous Uses.

There are many mechanisms today, es-
pecially in the fields of nuclear power,
aviation and rocketry, in which greases
and oils are unable to serve as lubricants,
In their place have appeared a number
of solid lubricants that permanently main-
tain their solid state when between mov-
ing surfaces. Graphite and molybdenum
disulfide ave widely used as friction-
reducing coatings. Other solid lubricants
are silver sulfate, tungsten disulfide, bo-
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porpoise oil, no of-
tener than once a year. Locks need a
silicone or dry graphite lubricant once a
year, Sewing machines need regular lubri-
cation, and manufacturers usually supply
lubricating instructions as well as the cor-
rect oil, one that will not become gummy
when left for long periods. A squeaking
mechanism is usually a certain indication
that a lubricant is needed.

For many years it was customary prac-
tice for autornobile drivers to change their
engine oil every 1,000 miles, but for the
past few years longer intervals between
changes have been recommended by au-
tomobile manufacturers. General Motors,
‘for example, recommends that the oil be
changed every 6,000 miles or every two
months, depending upon which is reached
first. This, however, does not apply under
severe driving conditions such as when a
car averages five miles or less almost
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every time it is started, especially in cold
weather. A car that is used for this type

of driving requires oil changes about every.

1,000 miles because of oil contamination
from the by-products of combustion.
Expensive super oils contain almost
twice as many additives as many other
oils and are helpful for cars being used
under severe conditions or which have the
positive crankcase ventilation system that
is designed to fight smog, The strong acids
formed in this system require the extra
neutralizing power of these oils. Cars
without the smog device or that are op-
erated under moderaie conditions can usu-
ally get along nicely on less expensive oils.

Even if a person has an exceptionally
fine oil filter, it may not be advisable to
run a car much beyond the recommended
mileage or time period because the chemi-
cal additives in the oil become depleted.
The oil then deteriorates rapidly. Al-
though the oil base stock does not seem
to wear out and the filter may succeed in
removing many of the contaminants, the
oil will not be able to give the engine the
protection it did when the additives were
still active. You can buy concentrate ad-
ditives and put them in the oil, but it is
difficult to determine which formulations
are needed for the kind of oil stock you
have.

Changing the oil filter at regular in-
tervals is just as important as changing
the oil, because when it becomes clogged
with dirt and other contaminants, it can
no longer function as it was intended. So
important is the keeping of this filter
and the oil clean that some persons rec-

ommena that both be changed immediate-
ly after driving through extremely dusty
conditions. Therefore, how often you
change your oil and oil filter depends upon
your driving conditions.

Some cars require greasing only once a
year or every 30,000 miles, but this is to
be done with a special grease. If conven-
tional chassis grease is used, greasing is
recommended about every 6,000 miles.
Parts that may have grease sealed in, such
as a steering mechanism, might be regard-
ed by some persons as never requiring
fresh grease, but this is not necessarily so.
If the car steers with difficulty, it re-
quires grease regardless of what might
be claimed about permanent greasing.
Greases cannot indefinitely withstand me-
chanical shearing by moving parts,

In the many machihes man has made
there are fine lubricating systems that
keep operating smoothly for many years,
but these systems compare poorly with
those in human and animal bodies. Com-
menting on this, the Encyclopoedia Britan-
#ica observed: “In nature the framework
of animals comprises many joints which
are so perfect mechanically and so well
lubricated "with a liquid lubricant that
they operate for an entire lifetime with
an effectiveness that has never been ap-
proached in man-made mechanisms.”
Thus the Creator wisely provided for your
wonderfully made body to be served hy
lubricants. '

Whether you live in an area where your
daily living invelves the use of many me-
chanical devices or vou live where few are
used, lubricants are needed, and they
serve you efliciently,

Mail in the United States

& T2,000,G00,000 pieces of mail are generated in the United States
annually; that is half as much mail as the rest of the entire world
combined. How much of that mail do you receive? If you count mag:-
zines and advertisements, in addition to personal letters, the total may

be more than you thought,
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NDIA is a land into which

many iribes of men have
poured, some by armed inva-
sion, others by peaceful pene-
tration, Each one brought
along its own peculiar reli-
gious beliefs, variations of the
religious system originating
in ancient Babylon on the
plain of Shinar in Mescpota-
mia. During the centuries
some of those tribes had lived
in remote and isolated areas,
separated one from another,
and had developed their own
unique rituals of religion; and
in the burial customs still ob-
servable in India we can note the ves-
tiges of ancient tribal peculiarities.

In actual practice, in India, the word
“burial” is but a loose term to describe the
disposition of the dead. Often the body is
not even put beneath the ground. Elabo-
rate ceremony is common, much of it
based upon the belief that the dead are
really alive and able to influence the lives
of survivors for good or for evil, Fear of
the supposed power exercised by “dead
men” is a major consideration.

Caste Influence in Hindu Funerals

Even within the preponderant Hindu
section of the population strange varia-
tions are enccuntered. The old caste sys-

tem gave rise to many of these. Consider,”

for exampie, the funeral of the Brahmins,
the highest of the eastes. Their dead are
usually cremated atop a pyre, which
may be formed by a pit filled with dry
wood, or by a pile constructed wholly
aboveground. Over the layers of fagots
are poured pitch and even butter. The
body is bathed, perhaps anocinted with
butter, dressed in new garments and laid
on the pyre. More pitch and butter are
then poured on, and the oldest son, if
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present, applies the fire to the parent’s
face while keeping his glance averted.
Others light the pyre at other points, and
soon the conflagration is well under way.

Among the Nambuti Brahmins the oid-
est son carries an earthen pot of water
around the pyre. A priest follows, breaks
the pot, transfers the water o another
pot, and, after throwing the water on the
fire, smashes the second vesscl. This is
supposed to symbolize that the body has
been bathed in the “holy” water of the
river Ganges and that Agni, the fire-god,
witnessed the act. Mourners bring their
own fowels and bathe and purify them-
selves immediately after the ccremony.
So, where feasible, the pyre is located
close to a river.

The ashes of the dead may be placed
in an urn and later scattered in a sacred
river, Others bury the pot of ashes, while
still others wash in milk suceh bones as
may survive the fire, placing these in a
funeral urn for burial. Some tribal groups
deny the right of cremation to ehildren
under six who have not had their ears
pierced. Instead, they are simply buried.

There are other unusual Hindu rites.
One forest tribe of Bihar tie a rupee or
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copper coin to the corpse so that the “so
does not enter ‘“‘the next world” penniless.
On the tenth day after death the soul is
supposedly recalled. At a meeting of two
reads rice is offered to a cock; if it eats
the rice, this is taken as a sign that the
soul has returned, and it is now asked to
sit on a broomstick to be carried to its
final resting-place-—a corner of the house
where it joins the other deceased mem-
bers of the family.

The Lingayat Bunyas are buried whole,
in an upright sitting position, with the
phaltic symbol of the Hindu god Siva held
in the right hand, In ancther contempla-
tive community, the Sanyasis, the dead
are buried only after the skull has been
broken in order to be sure that there will
be immediate {ransit to “eternal bliss.”

Appeasing Dead “Souls”

Despite the Hindu belief in transmigra-
tion of souls, there is the practice of ap-
peasing dead relatives and honoring them
by means of food and drink offerings.
Among the Kols, for example, vessels of
water are provided in which the dead may
hathe themselves. The Khonds in Gum-
sur not only leave meals for the dead at
the site of the funeral pyre, but also offer
rice and fowl on the twelfth day, beseech-
ing the “soul” not to harm its relatives.
The Syrian sect of Christendom in Kerala
has adopted a variation of the Hindu prac-
tice of feasting with relatives and offering
some of the choice morsels to the spirit
of the deceased. They have prayers in
church for the deceased, followed by a
big feast at the home.

The Kol tribe of Chota Nagpur collect
the bones of the corpse after cremation
and earry them in a bamboo tray in pro-
cession to all the favorite haunts of the
deceased. In Sambalpur the members of
the tribe place a ball of powdered rice un-
der a tree with a lamp nearby. The first
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insect to settle on the rice is believed to
be the soul of the deceased, and is car-

-ried home and honored.

A rather macabre rite is practiced by
the Khairwar tribe of Bilaspur district.
Children cut a piece of flesh from the
finger of a deceased mother and swallow
it. Since the mother carried the burden
of the child inside her for nine months,
the child will now carry part of the moth-
er within him, thus guaranteeing that he
will not be haunted by the dead parent.

In certain places in South India the
corpse of one whe died on an “unlucky
day” is not carried out through the deor
of the house, but through a hole made in
the wall. Then such a house is abandoned
for from three to six months,

What a great difference it would make
for many of those people if they but knew
and exercised faith in these authoritative
words of the Holy Bible: “The living are
conscious that they will die; but as for
the dead, they are conscious of nothing
at all, . . . they have no portioh any more
to time indefinite in anything that has
to be done under the sun”!—-Feel, 9:5, 6.

Islanv’s Rites for the Dead

The Moslems constitute the second-
largest community in India. Though they
have lived for so long in close proximity
to the Hindus, their rites differ radically.
Mohammedans, for example, de not cre-
mate, but bury their dead. Over the re-
mains the survivors will raise me-
morials, each one according to his means.
Some of these, such as the Taj Mahal at
Agra, are of a magnificence that even
outdoes the splendor of public buildings.
It is said that this particular mausoleum
took 20,000 workmen fifteen years to com-
plete,

When death occurs, there are certain
matters immediately cared for by devout
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Mohammedans. The eyes and mouth of
the corpse are carefully closed, to prevent

the soul's seeing or tasting anything

disagreeable. The toes are tied together
with cloth and the head is turned toward
Mecca, the “holy city” of Islam. During
the funeral procession from mosque to
cemetery friends and relatives take turns
carrying the bier. And, to the surprise of
the Westerner observing such a funeral
for the first time, the mourners purposely
cover their heads out of respect for the
dead.

When the deceased has been lowered
into the grave g professional Muslim will
sit there and gravely instruct the “soul”
on how to answer the crucial guestions
that will be put to him by Minikar and
Nakir, the two angels who conduct judg-
ment of the dead, according to Islamic
belief, The “soul” is instrueted to confess
that “God is my ruler, Islam is my re-
ligion, Mchammed is my prophet, the Ko-
ran is my guide and Muslims are my
brothers.” By his answers the angelic
judges are said to determine whether he
will abide, untii resurrection, in peace or
in torment,

Mohammedans are taught that Solo-
mon and Christ Jesus were two great
prophets of Allah, but strangely they pay
little attention to the inspired expressions
of these prophets regarding the state of
the dead. For example, Solomon declared
that “there is no work nor devising nor
knowledge nor wisdom in Sheol [the com-
mon grave of déad mankind], the place
to which you are going.” (Eccl. 9:10) He
said nothing about the dead going to any
place of torment. And Christ Jesus spoke
of one person, already dead for two or
three days, as being in a deep, dreamless
sleep, which, ordinarily, would not he in-
terrupted until the resurrection “on the
last day.”—John 11:11, 14, 24,
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Rites of the Parsees

The Parsees, it is said, came to India
from Iran tore than a thousand years
ago, bringing with them the teachings of
Zoroaster. According 1o their religious
view, fire, water and earth are sacred,
and may not be polluted by disposition of
the dead in them. An unsolvable problem?
Not at all. They expose the corpses in an
open tower, called the Tower of Silence,
where they are swiftly disposed of by wait-
ing vultures. An average corpse, hy this
method, is recuced {o mere bones in a
matter of only twenty minutes.

Other unusual rites are performed by
the Parsees. The body is guite Iikely to
be bathed in the urine of bulls, said to be
for purposes of purification. At one point
in the proceedings a dog may be given
a distant view of the corpse, this in the
belief that the look of the dog will dis-
courage evil spirits from leaving the body
to harass the living, “Ft is also believed
that if there were still some life in the
body the dog would how! in terror, Mourn-
ers walking behind the bier on the way
to the Tower of Silence walk in groups,
joined together by each grasping a hand-
kerchief or piece of cloth. This is sup-
posed to offer protection, since one person
alone is thought to be too easy a target
for attack by evil spirits leaving the hody.

These followers of Zorpaster claim to
stand for good works, good thoughts and
good deeds. Hence they explain with pride
that their system of disposing of the dead
does not waste valuable land cn the decay-
ing flesh and bones of the dead. Besides,
they will say, it is truly charitable to do-
nate the useless flesh to feed hungry
birds. Also, the funeral service is inex-
pensive, since no grave plot, no coffin, no
memorial stones, and no expensive wood
pyre are required. Then, toe, they will
add, the poor and the rich at death are
all rightly reduced to the same level.
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The Parsees believe that the “soul” of
the dead hovers in the vicinity of the
corpse for three days before proceeding
te. “another world,” and so, on the fourth
day after death, special prayers for the
departing soul are offered and sandalwood
is burned on the fire altar. They, too,
are concerned about the harmful influence
of the dead on the living, even while claim-
ing to be practical and prompt about dis-
posal of their dead. How much happier
they could be if they would but accept the
assurance of the inspired Bible writer
that the dead can no longer even think
about the living: “His [the dead man’s}
spirit goes out, he goes back to his
ground; in that day his thoughts do per-
ish.” (Ps. 146:4) And another inspired
Bible writer plainly says: “The soul that
is sinning—it itself will die.’—Ezek. 18:
4.

(‘hristendom’s Burial Riles

There are, ol course, in India many
converts to the religion of one or other
of Christendom’s many sects. What about
their funeral customs? Do they really
stand in contrast to those of Hinduism,
Islam and Parseeism? Just think of that
briefiy. If it is a Catholic funeral, prior
to burial a light is kept burning by the
bier, a cross is placed in the hands of
the deceased, and the remains are sprin-
kled occasionally with “holy water.” Then,
there is the custom of walching the dead,
not so much because of giving comfort to
the survivors as in the belief that the soul
is still hovering around and needs the
prayers of the living.

The Greek Orthodox ritual, too, has
its own peculiarities, which include bind-

ing a paper crown around the head of the
deceased, laying an open Gospel on the
breast, and bidding a symbolical farewell
to the deceased by means of a Kiss. Lu-
gubrious music and cold, formal prayers
punctuate the services of both the East
and the West., Contradictorily, too, even
the Protestant sects of Christendom hold
at one and the same time the idea that
the dead are really more alive than ever
and the wish that the deceased ones might
rest in peace.

So the burial rites of Christendom’s
sects in India have much in common with
those of the non-Christian religions. Cler-
gymen lead the survivors to believe that
the dead are not really dead, but are alive
in the invisible world. And this is precise-
ly the kind of reasoning back of all the
burial rites of Hinduism, Mohammedan-
ism and Zoroastrianism. On the other
hand, the Bible's view of the condition of
the dead is clearly indicated by the in-
spired words of Peter and Paul, the apos-
tles of Christ Jesus, relative to faithful
King David of Israel: “Actually David did
not ascend to the heavens,” Rather, he
“served the express will of God in his own
generation and fell asleep in death and
was laid with his forefathers and did see
corruption.”—Acts 2:34; 13:36.

No genuine comfort for survivors is to
be found in all these formalistic burial
procedures, most of them founded upon
the first lie recorded in history, namely,
“You positively will not die.” (Gen, 3:4)
The real comfort comes from the assur-
ance of the Bible that “the hour is com-
ing in which all those in the memorial
tombs will hear [Christ Jesus’'] voice and
come out.”-—John 5:28, 24,

MOST POPULDUS CREATURE
Of all the insects in the world the industrlous ant is by far the

most numerous,
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S A loving par-

ent you want
to do all you can
to prepare your children for adult life, If
they are truly going te progress, they
need to be able to read, and to do it well,
This may call for personal help on your
part. How well do your children vead?
Have you ever sal down with them and
encouraged them 1o read to you from a
book, such as the Bible? You might be
surprised at what you find. If they are not
able to read fluently and with good com-
prehension, the time to Jearn aboul it is
now.

Perhaps you kve in a country where
there is g puhlic educational system that
provides reading instruetion for school-age
children, and vou may be satisfied ‘with
the resmlts of that instruction. In the
United States, however, there are many
parents who are not satisfied. The maga-
zine U.8. News & World Report for June
12, 1967, made the following cormument:
“There is disturbing evidence that millions
of youngsters are being graduated from
high school with only the barest reading
ability, That evidence is boistered by re-
poris from many colleges that 25 percent
ar mare aof their students are gravely
deficient in reading.”

This magazine went on to quote from a
spokesman for a nalional chain of depart-
ment stores as saying: “Wc give a pre-
employment test in two parts, reading and
arithmetic, The reading part is very sim-
ple. We test them on word recognition.
It's a4 multiple-choice test. They select
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words which mean the same thing, then
words which have opposife meanings.
Four out of five applicants can’t pass the
tegt—and we don’t generally give the test
to anyane who doesn’{ have at least a high
school diploma.” Arihw 8. Trace, Jv,
an associate professor of English, wrote
that about “a third of our high school
students can't read well and that between
eight and elevenn miltion of our citizens
are functional Miterates.”

Not wanting thelr children to grow up
without being able to read well, many pat-
ents tey to teach their childven the art
of reading at home. Some hegin before.
their children start school. Others have
felt It nécessary when they discovered
that their children were not veading satis-
factorily after being in school several
vears. If you want to feach your children
to read, you ean do it, but you will nced
to be patient and willing to fake the {ime
necessary to do it.

Letter Recognition

Although children as young as one year
old can be taught to recognize a few words
that have been written in large [etters
and pronounced loudly, actual ability to
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read cannot begin until a child is able to
utter the speech sounds of a language,

The speech sounds of most languages
are represented by written letters and so
have written alphabets, Some QOriental lan-
guages, however, use symbols to repre-
sent spoken words, requiring memoriza-
tion of thousands of symbols. In English
all that need to be memorized are twen-
ty-six letters and the approximately for-
ty-four sounds they represent, as well as
a few words that are exceptions to the
general rules. About 85 percent of English
words respond to the sounds represented
by their letters.

Once the sounds of the letters are
learned a child can read written words he
has never before seen. If they are in his
speaking vocabulary, he will know what
they mean. If not, he can ask his parents
for their meaning, and when he has
learned to use a dictionary, later on he
can look them up. With this knowledge
he has the means for constantly increasing
his reading vocabulary and for improving
his reading ability.

First Steps Toward Art of Reading

Now suppose yvou have a child that you
want to teach how to read. Where would
you begin? The logical place would be
with the letters of the alphabet. On a
strip of paper print the letters in their
proper sequence, showing the capital let-
ters as well as, the lowercase letters. Take
a few at a time. When he learns to recog-
hize these, move on to a few more, until
the entire alphabet has been learned.

Make a game of it by having the child
find from among alphabet blocks the let-
ters you name. You can also have him look
at a printed page and point out the letters
you ask him to find. Reverse the proce-
dure by having him name the letters to
which you point.
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Now add to the strip of printed letters
the capital and lowercase letters as they
appear in handwriting. While teaching
him to recognize the letters in this form,
have him practice writing them. The art
of writing is so closely associated with
reading that it should be taught at the
same time. Frequent reviews will help to
fix the names of the letters in the child’s
mind. It is only a matter of practice for
recognition of the letters to become auto-
matic. But in order to read he must learn
the sounds they represent,

Teaching the Sounds

Onee your child has learned the sounds
represented by the letters of the alphabet,
he will he able to read all the words in
his speaking vocabulary and all those he
understands when someone speaks to him.
This represents quite a number of words,
A child that is only six years old may
have several thousand words in his under-
standing vocabulary, and this grows with
the age of the child. As he gradually ac-
quires ability to give the letters their prop-
er sounds, his reading ability can grow
rapidly.

With twenty-six letters in the English
alphabet, where are you going to begin
teaching the sounds of the letters? It is
best to start with the five vowels—a, e, i,
0 and u. Since each vowel represents more
than one sound, you are likely to confuse
the child if you try to teach him all the
sounds right away. Instead, begin with
only the short sounds of the vowels, but
do not try to isolate them. Such isolated
sounds are not heard when English is spo-
ken, Choose words that use them, and
pronounce each word for the child as he
looks at it, having him repeat it.

Make this interesting for him by ac-
companying the words with pictures of
what they represent. The word “ant,” un-
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der a picture of the insect, can be used to
illustrate the short sounding “a.” For the
short sounding “e” use the word “egg.”
The word “Ink” can be used to illustrate
the short sounding “i,” and a playful ot-
ter would be fine for the short sounding
“0.” For the short sounding “u” an um-
brella couid be used. Having pictures for
each word helps him to recoghize the
word and to get used to the sound of the
first Jetter of each.

With his having learned the short sound
of the five vowels, you can move on to
teaching him the consonants. Most of
them have only one sound. Using the
same method as with the vowels, choose
simple words that can be illustrated and
that have vowels with the short sounds.
As he makes progress with these words
you can introduce the other vowel sounds
one hy one, using short words to illustrate
them. The same procedure can be Tollowed
with the few consonants that have more
than one sound.

Sounding the Syllables

What greatly helps a child to read
words, even those he has never before
seen, is his learning how to break them
up into syllables. So select words that con-
tain more than one syllable, such as king-
dom, culture, manifest, and so forth.

Help him to see how such words can be
pronounced by covering all but the first
syllable. When he says that syllable prop-
erly, uncover the next one and so on un-
til the entire word is uncovered. Patiently
proncunce the word according to the syl-
lable arrangement. With loving patience
you will be able to help him learn this
very Important step to reading well.

Furthermore, by sitting close to him,
sharing the same book, giving him words
of encouragement and helping him figure
out words by their syllables, you strength-
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en the bond between yourself and the
child, He is made to feel that you are
truly Interested in him.

With experience and practice he will
soon learn how to break words into sylla-
bles automatically and swiftly. Even effi-
cient adult readers use an automatic in-
ner pronunciation by syllables, although
they give no evidence of it by lip or
tongue movement, ‘

The child's reading vocabulary will
grow rapidly when he becomes able o
figure out the pronunciation of words by
breaking them down into syllables. The
more reading he does the more words he
will learn and the more familiar they will
become to him.

There are some irregular words contain-
ing silent letters that do not lend them-
selves to being figured out phonetically,
such as the words bought, receipt and
taugh. These he will have to learn to rec-
ognize, Other words that may have only
one or two silent letters can be pronounced
phonetically by learning to ignore the si-
lent letters, as in the words debt, suword,
gnat and knife. With practice he will learn
to read these words correctly.

You can intensify the child’s desire to
read if you set a good example for him
by reading good books and magazines
yourself. If he never sees you reading
and finding enjoyment in it, he will likely
conclude that the ability to read is not
important and he will not make much
effort to acquire it,

Warm approval of his efforts and com-
mendation for his successes are very im-
portant to his progress., Avoid losing your
patience and giving him the impression
that you think he is stupid. If you do,
he is likely to stop trying. With these
suggestions in mind, you will find that
you can indeed teach your children 1o
read, and to read well.
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T THE world headquarters of Jeho-

vah's witnesses, located in Brooklyn,
New York, a special school provides two-
week refresher courses for Christian over-
seers and their assistants serving in the
congregations throughout the United
States. It is called the Kingdom Ministry
School. Room and board and the study
course itself are furnished free to the stu-
dents. The curriculum emphasizes accu-
rate Bible knowledge and the application
.of Bible principles in one’s life.

The students, who come {rom all walks
of life and from a great variety of loca-
tions, are delighted at the opportunity to
live for a short lime with the large Bethel
family, the 897 members of the staff of
the Watchtower Society. It takes real
faith, however, for many of them to at-
tend the school, Many are not so sure that
their secular job will still be available
upon their return. Others have a long,
expensive trip to come to New York. In
fact, one recent class of fifty students re-
ported that collectively their total mileage
to get to Brooklyn and then back home
would be 222,026.

Some of the students have already been
many years in the active service of King-
dom preaching, and demonstrate the ma-
turity and stability that come with the
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years. One recent class coutd say that its
fifty members had spent, to date, 912
yvears in doing God’s will as dedicated min-
isters-——44 percent of their collective life!
So it is not surprising that the Bethel fam-
ily members are happy to have some
brief association with the students as class
follows class every two weeks.

Of course, the Witness headquarters is
a place that hums with activity, and there
is not too much time for getting acquaint-
ed with the visiting students. To meet
this need, however, there is the fine pro-
vision whereby some of the students offer
comments on the Bible text for the day
at breakfast time, and then two of them
tell outstanding expertences each week-
day at the dinner table. So, with the aid
of closed-circuit television the whole Beth-
el family is able to see gnd hear some-
thing from each student, Needless to say,
dinnertime is looked forward to with real
expectation.

With Faith Strengthened

One student from Michigan fold of the
problem he faced when accepting the in-
vitation to come to school: Five children,
35 dairy cows and 25 dairy heifers to care
for seven days a week. What was to be
done? Sell the herd? No; the children
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wanted to keep them and  promised to
care for everything, Just then the oldest
son took on a new job that permitted him
to spend more time helping around home.,
And the oldest daughter was suddenly
put back on part-time work. To top it
off, the members of the local congregation
offered their help with the herd mernings
and evenings. With deepened appreciation
of Jehovah’s direction, the dairyman came
to the Kingdom Ministry School.

Then there was the post-office em-
ployee who had to ask for time off in De-
cember, the most difficult time of the year.
First, he had to explain why to his super-
vigor, The two-week leave was granted.
Then the head of the accounting division
canceled the leave on the ground that
. “being off in December was unheard of.”
Again explanations had to be offered, and
again leave was granted. Then, just be-
fore the time for departure, came a sub-
poena to appear as a witness in connec:
tion with a robbery. But the result was
that, in addition to the supervisor and
the head of the accounting division, the
director of finance, the assistant post-
master and the local U.S. attorney all
learned that the purpose of the leave of
absence was to attend a school for minis-
ters.

How They Got Started

Some of the ministers told how they
first became interested in serious Bible
study. One from Alabama told that one of
Jehovah's witnesses happened to call at
a home where he was visiting and asked
the houscholder if he knew God's name.
The subsequent discussion brought out
another surprising point frem the Bible
—rnot all righteous persons will go to
heaven. His interest thorcughly aroused,
he gladly accepted the offer of the Wit-
ness to come and help him study his Bible.
Soon, however, he began to realize what
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a change he would have to make in his
way of life—a change he felt he could not
make, He would try to back out tactfully.
He tried every method he could think of
to discourage the weekly visits of the Wit-
ness, even to turning off the heat in cold
weather and asking many irrelevant ques-
tions, The Witness continued the study,
showing great patience. So much so that
the student could now say to the Bethel
family: “I can now appreciate the need of
showing paticnce with those who show
enough interest to get started in a Bible
study.”

Another student recalled how, when
he was home on shore leave, his sister
gave him a copy of the Watch Tower So-
ciety’'s hook “Let God Be True.” Back
aboard ship he got to reading it night
and day. At the end of the book he noted
the addresses of the Society’s branch
offices in many lands. In Turkey he could -
not make contact since there was no
street address, but in Greece he managed
to visit the Witnesses in Athens three
times, and was convinced that he had
found the iruth about God's will and pur-
poses. When his ship returned to the
United States, he had but one thing in
mind—to find the Witnesses. He spied a
picce of paper on the street that looked
like one that had been tucked inside the
“Let God Be True” book. Tt advertised a
public lecture, and, sure enough, it was by
one of Jehovah’s witnesses. He was just in
time, and that was the first of many meet-
ings he attended even before he was dis-
charged from the Navy and dedicated his
life to Jehovah God. How thankful he was
that the publications of the Society con-
tain addresses and that handbill invita-
tions are distributed generously!

A student from Arizona recounted his
experience, Right after his marriage he
was sent out to the Philippines, and dur-
ing his absence his wife hecame a dedi-
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cated witness of Jehovah. One day a pack-
age came from his wife. The first thing he
thought of was food. He opened it up, and
it was food all right-—food for the mind.
The package contained two of the Watch
Tower publications, He was quite disap-
pointed, for he nevcr did care to read.
After a time his wife again wrote and
asked why he had said nothing about the
package. He promised he would read the

books, And to prove o her that he was |

reading them he gave her the answers to
the questions that appeared at the bottom
of each page. When he was home again,
his wife one evening asked if he would
like to come along with her fo the King-
dom Hall. He went along, and {hat meet-
ing convinced him that there is true
Christianity. He was grateful to his wife,
who had helped him become conscious
of his spiritual need,

Using Every Opportunity

Most of the students have family re-
sponsibilities that must be discharged
faithfully, and that means secular work
and contact with all kinds of people. A
student from Florida cxplained- that his
job takes him many miles from home and
brings him into touch with supermarket
managers. Being away from home so
much made him conscious of the value of
giving a Kingdom witness at every oppor-
tunity. For example, when invited to at-
tend the Kingdom Ministry School he had
to explain to many of these men that he
was going to use his vacation to advance
his knowledge of the Bible. Many of them
were quite surprised to learn that he was
a minister, and asked him many ques-
tions. At one store both the store manager
and the markets manager wantcd to know
more about the Bible. They had stopped
attending church because the Bible was
not being explained there. It was an easy
matter fo arrange for local Witnesses to
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call and conduct Bible studies with these
men,

The overseer of a congregation in New
Mexico told about the happifying results
from casually witnessing to fellow em-
ployees, “During one of their frequent
sales the store I worked for hired a young
man to help me with deliveries to a town
fifty miles away, As we drove each day
across the desert T questioned him about
hizs heliefs, On learning he was Catholic
I asked him to explain his understanding
of some of the doctrines. Since he could
not do this, I went on fo tell him what
the Bible said about various subjects such
as the cross, the “Trinity,” worship of
images, and so on. He listened, asked ques-
tions, but would not commit himself.

“He was laid off after about twelve of
these 1rips, and I lost contact with him,
Two weeks later he came to the store and
invited me to - come over and explain to
his wife and two sisters the things I had
been telling him. A study was started
richt away, and marvelous progress was
made. That young man is now an active
witness, and his wife and two sisters
have even spent two or three weeks at a
time in the house-to-house preaching of
the Kingdom message.”

A student from Tenncssee told how he
overcomes some of the efforts of house-
holders to brush off the house-to-house
minister. At one call he made, the woman
told him he was wasting his time because
her household believed in the teachings of
a certain evangelist. Hc asked if he might
gpeak to her husband. When the man ap-
peared at the door this Witness inquired
if the evangelist whom he followed came
in the name of Jehovah. The man said,
“No, he does not.”” Then three scriptures
were offered for his attention, one of
which was John 5:43. The man’s attitude
changed completely and a first Bible stody
was conducted with him that very day.
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Appreciation )

The appreciation of these students
who have come to attend the Kingdom
Ministry School bubbles over with expres-
siong such as these: “We are grateful for
the sort of instruction we have received;
not just facts and figures, but Biblical prin-
ciples that will be a sure guide, not only
for ourselves, but also for the members
of the congregations we serve.” “You
Bethelites [members of the headguarters
staff] and Gileadites [those currently at-
tending the Watchtower Bible School of
Gilead for missionary training], we have
been watching you! And we like what we
see. Your faithful performance of your
varied duties and the maintaining of your
productive schedule has amazed and in-
spired us.”

“How marvelous the instructions re-
ceived daily by those Jehovah has given
as ‘gifts in men’ [appointqd overseers in
the congregations]! How upbuilding the
daily association with the Bethel family
and the Gilead students! What a privilege
to hear the daily discussion of the Bible
text for each day by so mahy mature and
devoted spiritual brothers!” “The quality
of the school's instruction reflects the un-
deserved kindness of Jehovah. It has given
tis a view of the Christian organizalion
and its governing body that has clevated
our whole pattern of thinking.” “We ap-
preciate the personal interest ocur King,
Christ Jesus, has shown in us through
the earthly organization he is pleased to
use for the spread of the thrilling mes-
sage of the Kingdom in these days.”

But this warmth of appreciation will
go much farther than words. This is as-
sured by some of these expressed in-
tentions of several recent classes: “We
have been equipped to give better quality
oversight to our congregations, We are
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resolved to apply ourselves diligently in
using this training to Jehovah's glory.”
“We hope now 10 become better teachers,
applying not only the information gained
here, but also the teaching techniques so
ably demonstrated here.” “Realizing the
investment in time, money and careful
planning that has been put into this pro-
gram . . . it is our firm resolve lo apply
this investment wisely, and with the help
of Jehovah's spirit return a rich spiritual
increase in Kingdom blessings for our
respective congregations.” “Just as we
learned in school that a good talk has a
few skyscrapers standing out as highlights,
so to us the Kingdom Ministry School
stands as the tallest skyscraper to date
in our ministerial career.”

Yes, God’s blessing is so ev 1dentlv upon
this special school for the advanced train-
ing of responsible men in the congrega-
tions! They can cbserve the vast amount
of work done at headquarters in the pro-
duction of the literature and the direction
of Witnesées all around the world. They
are drawn closer to the multitude of fel-
low Witlnesses who serve here. You can
tmagine, too, the great joy experienced hy
the members of the Bethel family to have
this brief association with flellow minis-
lers from faraway places, Tt affords them
a wonderful opportunity to understand
better the needs of the preachers of the
Kingdom in all parts of the United States,
not to speak of those in other parts of the
world. And it is truly inspiring to hear
many of those students say what is in
their hearts, namely, that they are de-
termined {o improve the quality of their
services in the congregations and to aid
all to have an increasing share in preach-
ing the good news in obedience to the
urgent command of Christ Jesus.—Mark
13:10.
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Is the Book of
Jonah Historical?

oAU

VER so many modern clergymen dis-

pute that the book of Jonah is histori-
cal. Thus Bishop Scarlett in The Interpre-
ter’s Bible, Volume 6, page 875, states
regarding the book of Jonah: “It is quite
apparent that the book is not history, and
obviously it was never intended to be read
as history.,” Such assertions are typical
of those who attack the authenticity of
the Bible record, but, as we shall see,
that is all that they are.~assertions.

In the first place, let it be noted that
Jesus Christ, the wisest man and the great-
est Teacher that ever lived, regarded the
hook of Jonah as historical, for he re-
peatedly referred to the account of Jonah
to make a point. Jesus asked his hearers
to believe on the basis of one miracle that
had actually taken place that another
would take place: yes, he was going to
be raised from the dead after three days
just as Jonah on the third day came forth
from the big fish. Likewise to stress the
guilt of the people of his day, Jesus re-
minded them of the repentant Ninevites
to whom Jonah preached, and here was
something greater than Jonah and they
were not repenting. Clearly these points
would have carried no weight had Jonah
not been a historical character.—Matt.
12:39-41; 16:4,

The fact is that every argument pre-
sented against the book of Jonah’s being
historical can be refuted. True, many
kinds of whales could not swallow a man,
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but the Bible does not say that it was a
whale that swallowed Jonah. It simply
states, “Jehovah appointed a great fish
to swallow Jonah.” But we are told that
“whale sharks have jaws wide enough to
swallow a man’ and are “often more than
50 feet long.”t (Jonah 1:17) And the
sperm whale is fully capable of swallow-
ing a man whole.® It is indeed of interest
that Joppa, from where Jonah boarded the
ship, was a headguarters for whalers,3 And
as for Jonah’s being preserved alive in the
belly of a fish, since Jehovah preserved
alive three Hebrews in a fiery furnace,
could he not also preserve alive one He-
brew within a large fish?—Dan. 3:21-27.

Among the arguments used to show
that the book of Jonah is an allegory rath-
er than actual history is its lack of cer-
tain details. But it is only lacking in such
details as Jonah, who was not a secular
historian, did not think important, such
as the name of the king of Nineveh and
the exact spot where Jonah was spewed
on dry land. But he does mention details
that seemed important to him, such as
that it was a decked vessel and that he
went to sleep in the innermost part of the
ship.—Jonah 1:3-5.

Then, again, it is argued that the book
is not historieal 