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Awake

“It is already the hour for you to awake,”

~Romans 13:11

®

Volume XLIX

London, England, March 8, 1868

Number B

EACHING children

about God is a fasci-
nating and rewarding ex-
perience, Their quick lit-
tle minds never cease to
amaze you. Of the twelve-
year-old Jesus it wassaid:
“All those listening to
him were in constant
amazement at his under-
standing and his an-
swers.” (Luke 2:46, 47)

GETTING
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example, take time each
day to teach your sons
something about God?
Teaching children
about God is an art. Wise-
ly the Bible counsels:
“Fathers, do not be irri-
tating your children, but
go on bringing them up in
the discipline and author-
itative advice of Jeho-
vah.” (Eph. 6:4) Perhaps

And years later the man
Jesus replied to the Jews:
‘Out of the mouth of
babes and sucklings God
has furnished praise.’

How can vou help your

children to learn about

God? What rewards are
there for doing so?

the following from a son
who reflects on the past
will be an encouragement
to Christian fathers who
are faced with this re-

—Matt. 21:186.

Since God is the Source of life, draw-
ing on this life Source should be a regular
thing, as necessary as breathing and eat-
ing. (Ps. 36:9; Matt, 4:4) Thus learning
about God should not be left entirely to
a weekly study of the Bible, as important
as it is. When Jehovah instructed Jewish
fathers about teaching their sons, he said:
“You must inculcate them in your son
and speak of them when you sit in your
house and when you walk on the road and
when you lie down and when you get up.”
—Deut. 6:7.

This means that children should be get-
ting a constant flow of information about
God from their Christian parents. Well,
are they? How many of you fathers, for
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sponsibility before God.

Outdoor Lessons About God

Every summer father would take my
brother and me to visit one of his broth-
ers’ farms. On very warm nights the three

‘of us would sleep outside under the stars.

We would cross a little creek that shaked
its way through the farm, climb a small
sand hill and at the top of the hill pre-
pare for the night. As we lay there we
talked about the stars, Father quoted from
Psalm 19:1: “The heavens are declaring
the glory of Goed; and of the work of his
hands the expanse is telling.” Then hb
wotlld ask me: “How does the heaven tell
the glory of God, John?”
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1 recall struggling with that question
and answering to the effect: "I suppose
because there are so many of them, Dad.”

David, my younger brother, chimed in:
“T think it's because they're so bright.
God is bright; the stars are bright.”

Then father would say in his warm but
forceful way: “Don’t you think it is be-
cause the stars make us think of God?
How many stars do you think there are?”

“There must be millions and millions
of them,” said David, giving the largest
figure that came into his mind.

“Do you know that Jehovah God has
numbered all of them and he calls them
all by their names?” asked father.

“All of them?” probed David with
amazement.

““That’s what is recorded at Isaiah 40:
26,” replied father. “Jehovah made them
all and it is his power that keeps them
where they are. You know, the thing that
strikes astronomers with awe is the order-
liness of the universe. That tells us that
our God Jehovah is a God of order. The
orderliness of the universe is one of the
great discoveries of science.”

Father would then mention scriptures
that tell about God's
greatness, “How far

“Order shows wisdom,” father said. “To
show you how wise Jehovah is, the Bible
says that, as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are God's ways higher than

our ways, and his thoughts than our

thoughts,”—Isa. 55:9.

“By comparison we sure don't know
much, do we, Dad?”

“No, we don't, That's why it is wise to
trust in Jehovah with all our heart and
not 1o lean on our own understanding. If
we listen to Jehovah, we will never go
wrgng.”

The earth was bathed in moonlight.
When father thought we were asleep, he
would often get up and walk a short dis-
tance away and kneel down and pray. We
would see him silhouetted in the distance.
Years latet whenever thoughts of God
came into mind, I often thought of fa-
ther praying in the moonlight. At the
crack of dawn the three of us would awak-
en, often wet from the fallen dew, Father
would lead with prayer. Sometimes we
would repeat after him. It was an unfor-
gettable experience, the three of us in
prayer at daybreak. I always felt that
that pleased Geod.

Indoor Legsons

away do you think
the stars are, John?” .
he asked.

“I really don't
know, but ocur
science teacher says [
they arc many light
vears away.” For a
moment there was
silence, but the night
was filled with night
neises. David told
Dad that he liked
what he had said
about the order of
the universe.
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About God
Father always en-
joyed telling us
about God in unu-
sual ways. For ex-
ample, one day we
were visiting friends,
In the living room
hung a huge paint-
ing, a seascape, with
the occean waves
crashing against the
rocks and tiny spots
of glittering sunlight
on the water.
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“Do you like the painting, son?” he
asked.

“It's beautiful,” I said. “The ocean is
so big and powerful.”

“And yet Jehovah holds the whole
earth in the palm of his hand,” said fa.
ther as if he had seen it right there in
God's hand, “To paint like this takes great
skill.”

“T know,” I said.

“Man can paint like this, but only God
can make an ocean,” replied father.

The thoughts of the poet's words
flashed through my mind that “only God
can make a tree”; only God can make an
ocean; only God can create stars, num-
ber them and call them all by their names.
I was learning what a wonderful Creator
our God is; with my father's help I was
getting to know God.

The Nearness of God

Father often talked about the close
friendship that Abraham and other faith-
ful men had with God. Because father
spoke about God’s being near to us, too,
I set out one day to ask him about this.
“Dad,” T said, “how do you know, how
can you be sure of the nearness of God?”

“God is very real to me, son,” he said.
“The aposile Paul wrote: God ‘is not far
off from each one of us. For by him we
have life and move and exist.” (Acts 17:
27, 28) Perhaps it is an appreciation’ of
life and its value that helps to give us
this awareness. At times when we have
been alone outdoors, or when we have
been reading the Bible especially and are
touched deeply by its beauty or its truth,
then we ofien have a richer appreciation
that God is near. These experiences are
not accompanied by any emotional ex-
citement. Rather, they bring a feeling of
deep peace and gladness.”

MARCH 8, 1568

By listening to Dad I would search
myself to see if I had experienced the
same things. One day at the dinner table,
where father always relished discussion,
I brought up the point again, “One mo-
ment, Dad, you say that God is in heaven
and the next moment you say that he is
very close to us. How c¢an that be?” Every-
one’s eyes were fixed on him, as we won-
dered how he would answer. Dad gave the
question some thought before he spoke,
but he would never get angry no matter
how difficult the question. He wanted us
to ask questions and if we did not, he
would. I knew that he was thinking of a
way to answer so that all present would
understand.

“John,” he said, speaking directly to
me, “perhaps the closest parallel to our
consciousness of God's presence is the
1eeling that comes alive in us when we
realize that a person whom we love has
love for us and that this love will be ours
no matter where we are. We do not think
of human love in terms of locality, We can
say that we sense its reality and that we
can sense it no matter where we go. This
does not mean that a human whom we
love and who loves us is everywhere, does
it? Neither does it mean that God stands
beside us every moment. Rather, God
awakens within us the consciousness that
He is with us wherever we may be, and
he does this by means of his spirit or
active force.”

I knew what father was talking about,
tor I carried thoughts of his love wher-
ever I went. Mother looked across the
table and smiled at Dad, for she under-
stood too., “No wonder vou have such
peace of mind, Dad,” 1 said.

“It’s a peace that excels all thought,”
was his quick reply. “Remember, son,
we're never alone. There are always the
sun, the stars, the grass, the birds to re-
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mind us that God is near, and that we
Yive because of him.”

What Is God Like?

In school many questions arose in our
biology and science classes, and Dad was
interested in knowing what the youth of
today think. So he would get me to talk-
ing. He knew that as long as we talked
together there was a way to get at the
doubts and suspicions that often come into
youthful minds and have a way of estab-
lishing .themselves, One day as we were
driving to town, he asked:

“Any talk of evolution in your biology -

class this week?”

“There’s always that,” I said.

‘“What do the boys and girls in your
class want to know?”

“They want to know if we really know

anything about God, what he is like and

what he is doing.”

“Well, did you answer them?”

“1 tried, but I'm afraid not with much
success.” Had my father not taken the
initiative I doubt if I would have brought
the question up. And still there it was on
my mind. Father simply said:

“Philip, an apostle of Jesus Christ, on
one occasion asked Jesus: ‘Lord, show us
the Father.’ (John 14:8) Philip, I suppose,
wanted some superhuman demonstration,
something these school friends of yours
want to see. But Jesus merely said that,
had Philip observed Jesus closely, he
would have seen the Father. For Jesus
did the will of his heavenly Father and
spoke the words of his Father. More than
that, a flesh-and-blood creature, such as
we are, cannot see God, for God is a
Spirit.”—John 14:9-11; 4:24.

“Then how can we get to know God-

more intimately?” I asked.
“In the same way Philip did.”
“How'’s that?”
“By observing Jesus' words and works.
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They're recorded for us in the Bible. We
need to read it and think about it.

“And there’s still another way that we
get to Enow God. Imagine that we're at
gea, An island appears on the horizon and
we travel toward it. As we land we can
see a house on the hilltop, Coming closer,
we recognize that the house is well built.
The door is open, so we walk in. Inside
we see it is beautifully furnished. The
walls are covered with scores of paintings.
We closely examine everything in sight
and we see that whoever did the work
understood the technigque of painting, ar-
chitecture, carpentry, engineering, that he
is a master worker. It is amazing how
much you learn about someone by obser-
vation. We may not know his features,
but we do know something ahout his
thoughts, his likes and dislikes.

“Now apply this illustration to the prob-
lem of discovering the truth about God,
and what do we come up with? Humanity
finds itself on this planet, surrounded by
a sea of space. All around us we find things
of beauty. How did this beauty get here?
By itself? When you saw in our illustra-
tion the house on the hill and its furnish-
ings, did the thought strike you that tHe
house could have evolved? Such a thought
would never cross your mind, and for geod
reasons. The apostle Paul tells us: ‘Every
house is constructed by someone, but he
that constructed all things is God.! (Heb.
3:4) Now, what conclusions should we
reach as we study our earth? :

“We look around and we know that
earth’s Maker loves beauty because we
see so many scenes of beauty that please
us. This beauty was here before man ever
appeared on the scene. One thing is cer-
tain, man has not made the flowers, the
trees. Man cannot even make a single
blade of grass. But have you seen the
majesty of the sunrise, the superb lace-
work of a snowflake, the gorgeous display
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of colors on the feathers of a bird or on
the scales of a fish? I know our God loves
beauty! When I see children laugh and
monkeys play, I know our God is happy
and that he lovingly wants us to be happy.
Paul wrote: ‘For his invisible qualities are
clearly seen from the world's creation on-
ward, because they are perceived by the
things made, even his eternal power and
Godship, so that they are inexcusable.”
—Rom. 1:20.

“Unbelieving men are inexcusable, be-
cause they could see the earth just as
your eyes have, Dad,” X said.

“That is what God says about them,
son,” was his answer.

I realized that the majority of people
walk about this planet blind to its beauty
and deaf to its message about God.

A Moral God

One day when Dad was reading the
paper, the reports of crime and violence
caused him to raise some questions.

“John,” he said, “how c¢an you prove
that God understands the difference be-
tween right and wrong and that he is on
the side of right, without using the Bible
to prove your point?”

Frankly, I did not know. So father an-
swered his own question.

“Son,” he said, “in life we see that liars
in time betray themselves, that injustice
reaps rotten results, that selfish people
are not truly happy. James Anthony
Froude, a noted historian, said: °‘This
world is somehow built on moral foun-
dations—that is the lesson of history. In
the long run it is well with the good and
ill with the wicked. This is the only teach-
ing which history repeats with any dis-
tinetness.” ”

“Then these qualities are geared to ba-
sic laws in the universe.”

“It appears so. But what can we con-
MARCH 8, 1968

clude about a God who has made such
laws?" father asked.

“That he knows the difference between
right and wrong.”

“And since right in time wins out, what
does that prove?”

“It proves that God is on the side of
right.”

“Fine. That’s your answer, John,” he
said. “Now consider the man who tries to
be righteous, Don't we give credit to the
best? Don’t we uphold fairness? Don’t we
speak well of decency and speak hadly of
wrongdoers" What does this prove? What
conclusions can we draw about God, who
is responsible for creating man with such
qualities?”

“We must conclude that God loves what
is righteous too.”

“And the Ten Commandments and oth-
er Bible principles show us that this is
truly the case.”

“Ism’t that interesting!” I said. “The
very things we've concluded by observa-
tion about God are supported by the
Scriptures.”

“Do you know why, John?"” asked
father.

“Qffhand, no.”

“Because Jehovah is the Author of both.
He is the Author of creation and the Au-
thor of his Word the Bible.”

This was a wonderful way to learn
about God.

A Loving God

One day we were in Central Park and
some squirrels came up to us. They were
exceptionally tame. We reached into our
bags and gave them some peanuts. The
cracked ones the squirrels would eat im-
mediately, but the peanuts that were not
damaged the squirrels would take to their
favorite panfry and hide for the winter-
time. Father just beamed watching them.
After a while he said:



“We can learn a lot about God by
watching these tiny creatures.”

“What, Dad?” we asked.

“These little creatures tell us that God
is love. For example,” father said, “the

squirrel makes a big nest of moss and

twigs on the branches of a tree. There’s
one over there. See it? The birds also
make ingenious nests. What industry,
what skill, what patience, and little or
none of this is done for themselves! They
care for their little ones.”

Most of us had never thought of things
this way and we wondered what father
was going to say next,

“Among men,” father continued, “we
find the love of a mother for her child,
the love of a man for his family and we
read in $he Bible that Christ gave his life
for the world of mankind. Now I ask you,
Can you imagine all this love, all this
patience stemming from a God who knows
nothing about love or devotion?”

By "Awakel” correspondent
T tm Palivihin

T WAS near the end of January. Carlos

was contemplating a sigh scrawled in
big painted letters across the pavement
of the street: “Disfrdzate como quieras”
{“Disguise yourself as you like”), inviting
the neighborhood to the masquerade danc-
es to be held during the several weeks
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1t was easy to get father’s point. God
is the source of love. Father then quoted
a scripture: “ ‘He that does not love has
not come to know God, because God is
love.” (1 John 4:8) That’s why we can be
absolutely sure that this earth of ours will
be a paradise someday, as God has prom-
ised in his Word.”

Walking with father and listening to
him speak about God was indeed a gift.
S0 often fathers neglect this rarest of all
privileges. Perhaps if they knew and were
aware of how much i enriched their sons,
they would do more of it: Now all creation
speaks to me of God. Father’s words have
made me realize that future life and hap-
piness depend not on man but on Jehovah
and his approval. Fathers by teaching
their sons about God are qualifying them
for everlasting life in peace and happiness
in God’s new system of things. (John 17:
3) What greater gift could any father give
his son or any son receive?

prior to the Carnival. Roberto lives on
the same street and is in the same class
at school with Carles. Since his moving
from the interior of the country they have
hecome fast friends.

“Have you picked out the disguise you
are going to wear to the Carnival this
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year, Roberto? I've just come from where
they are putting the finishing touches to
my bull’s head. It’s sort of a tradition with
our family to use the same mask every
year,” explains Carlos.

Roberto sighs resignedly. “Everybody
is sure getting the ‘bug.’ Looks like the
whole population on the ceast is getting
into this thing. Everywhere you turn, ra-
dio, newspaper, at school and at work,
it’s all you hear these days. As you know,
in the interior they hardly celebrate the
Carnival. 8o, I don’t know much about
how you celebrate it except what I've read
in the papers and magazines, Tell me,
Carlos, what goes on and how long does
it last?”

How Celebrated

“Oh, you've probably read about the
Carnivals they have in Germany, Brazil,
Haiti or Spaih—our tradition comes from
Spain. But, of all of them, I would say
that ours is the most lively. Why, this
festival has grown up with this city, being
celebrated in Barranquilla since 1861.
Young and old, rich and poor alike mix
on these occasions.

“The official opening of the Carnival
season is on January 20th. It begihs with
‘Bl Bando’ (‘Proclamation’) in which the
mayor announces who the young lady is
that will preside as queen of the Carni-
val, Also, he authorizes the crganizing
of “verbengs (‘festivals’) in designated
homes and social clubs throughout the
city that will result in the selection of a
queen for each section of the city and each
club, These are the queens that ride in
decorated floats in the ‘Batalla de Flores
(‘Battle of Flowers’) parade on Saturday
afternoon, the first day of the Carnival”

“That should be interesting to watch,”
interrupts Roberto. “I imagine it would
be hard to find anyone staying home and
missing out on seeing it!”
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“You're right! Carlos confirms enthu-
siastically, “but you'd better wear your
old clothes, and proteet your eyes. The
crowd can get wild, throwing cornstarch
on everyone within reach, along with con-
fetti, and, sometimes, buckets of water!

“After parading about forty blocks
from the Municipal Stadium the floats and
dance groups converge on Paseo Bolivar
in front of that big pavilion they are set-
ting up. There judges choose which float,
which dance group and which mask get
first prize. By then the sun is setting.
So we begin to disperse to our respective
places of entertainment, where the eating
and drinking, dancing and merrymaking
start in earnest, to last for seventy-two
to eighty hours without letup.”

They both stand quietly for a moment
and then Roberto remembers another part
of the celebration that he has heard a lot
about,

“Tell me, Carlos, what is this ‘solemn
funeral for Joselito’ that comes on the
last day of the Carnival?”

“Oh, that!” Recapturing his original en-
thusiasm, Carlos explains that *“that is
possibly the most comical part of the en-
tire festival! You see, ‘Joselito’ is the
name of the hig rag doll that represents
the Carnival, On Tuesday afternoon
groups roam the streets carrying different
versions of the rag doll on a siretcher or
sometimes in a coffin, Particularly the
women in the group, dressed in black from
head to toe, continually let out wails of
hysterical crying interspersed with the
chanting of a litany: ‘Poor Joselito has
died. Ay! Ay! For excess of gaiety he has
died.” Whenever they encounter a passer-
by they plead for a contribution to bury
him. However, the official burial is at
midnight Tuesday when the Carnival
queen presides over a ceremony, setting,
fire to a rag doll amidst the music and
dancing and clamor of the multitude.”
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“I must say, it all sounds very excit-
ing,” Roberto exclaims. “And, with the
whole populace joining in, there must be
complete chaos for the duration of the
festival!”

“Tt would seem that way,” agrees Car-
los. “However, in the decree from the
mayor’s office that is in force during the
days of the Carnival it is stated that
‘]l kinds of public rejoicing, dances,
masks, and so forth, are permitted so
long as they do not go against morals
or good customs, nor allude to civil, mili-
tary and ecclesiastical authorities, . . . or
happenings of a political or religious na-
ture.’ The police are around but they
usually do not interfere with the gaiety.”

Economic Aspecl

“Now, don’'t get me wrong, Carlos. I'm
not against people having a good time.
But I can't help but ask myself, ‘How
can the people afford it?’ We no sooner
halfway recuperate from the excess spend-
ing and merrymaking at Christmas, New
Year’s and the Epiphany and then comes
a week more of ‘fiesta’ with more spend-
ing, to be followed in a few weeks by Holy
Week. All these holidays without work!
The economy s bound to suffer! The av-
erage worker has a minimum wage of
only about a dollar a day, whereas the
cost of living is constantly rising. Many
families do not seem to have enough to
eat, to say nothing of providing clothing,
education and medical care for each mem-
ber of the family.”

Carlos sadly agrees. “I've seen many a
person pawn almost his last possession or
borrow money at a 20-percent interest
rate to buy a costume or to go to the
dances or to have money for drinks.

“And that reminds me, According to
certain investigations, our holidays are
costing the national economy some 227
million dollars a year. In that aspect, I
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will agree, the Carnivals are harmful. But
we must not forget that the Carnival at-
tracts many tourists to the city, and that
means money for the local economy.”

“But,” counters Roberto, “wouldn’t that
be offset by the money appropriated from
the city treasury for the expenses of or-
ganizing the Carnival? Really, though,
it’s not so much that that upsets me as
does the moral aspect.”

Moral Aspect

“Moral aspect! What do you mean?”
queries Carlos, realizing that this discus-
sion is getting more involved than he had
anticipated.

“I mean,” says Roberto, warming up to
the subject that his conscience obligates
him to speak about, “I mean the license
that is given to moral badness by the re-
laxed law enforcement, the costume and
mask that hide the identity of the per-
son—that number on the badge pinned to
your costume doesn’t make you recog-
nizable!—and, add to that the free flow
of beer and other alcoholic drinks that
lower the resistance of an otherwise mor-
ally upright person! Wouldn't you say it
is morally wrong to abuse the human body
with an excess of drink? Why, some cele-
brators never go home to sleep or bathe
or change clothes until the festival is
over!”

“Be careful there! Youwre hitting close
to home,” observes Carlos.

A period of silence follows, Roberto
does not intend to mar their friendship
with a heated discussion. So he gives Car-
los time to calm down. But it is Carlos
himself that initiates the conversation
again.

“I find that I can't truthfully deny any
of the things you've said, Roberto. We do
take this ‘fun’ business a little too far
and forget about what is upright and to
our best interests and pleasing to our
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Maker. We even laugh about the popula-
tlon explosion nine months after the Car-
nival, knowing that many of those babies

born are the result of moral badness. You .

would think the Church would step in and
curb our actions and bring us a little more
under control, wouldn't you?”

Religious Aspect

“l agree with you there, Carlos. Say,
what do you think about our deoing a little
investigating? We should be able to dig
up some interesting facts that might an-
swer your question and a lot more. It
seems to me that there is an aspect re-
lated to our worship of G4 in the cele-
bration of the Carnival.”

After a fruitful search of a few days
among books and encyclopedias Carlos
and Roberto meet again to compare notes.

Carlos begins., “I found this statement
in the volume called German Mardi Gras
Customs, by Adolf Spamer: ‘From the
Church fathers on, from Tertullian,
Chrysostom, Jerome and Augustine,
throughout the entire Middle Ages, the
Church fought against the noisy and de-
generating masquerading carried on by
the people.”

“Well, that’s encouraging,” Roberto
says approvingly. “But here is some more
on it from The Encyclopcedia Britannica
(Eleventh Edition, Vel V): ‘The last
three days preceding Lent, which in Ro-
man Catholic countries are given up to
feasting and merrymaking, . . . represents
a compromise which the church always
inclined to make with pagan festivals and
that the carnival really represents the Ro-
man Saturnalia. Rome has ever been the
headquarters of carnival, and though some
popes . . . made efforts to stem the tide
of Bacchanalian revelry, many of the
popes were great patrons and promoters
of carnival keeping.’
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“So we see why the Church keeps silent
on the matter. Being so undecided as to
whether to support it or to reject it, it
could hardly give us guidance on the mat-
ter, Nevertheless, there are three phrases
mentioned in that last quote that really
interest me: ‘pagan festivals,’ ‘Roman Sat-
urnalia’ and ‘Bacchanalian revelry.! Do
they bring anything to your mind, Car-
log?”

“Yes, they do. In our Carnival we give
worship, we say, to the god Bacchus along
with the god Momo. As you know, when
we say Bacchus we think of revelry and
drunkenness, and, to us, Momo means
buffoonery and grimaces. Do you suppose
those terms could involve more than just
those meanings?”’

“There is just one way to find out,”
Roberto determinedly says as he readies
himself to do some more investigating.

In their search they find out that Bac-
chus is an ancient pagan Greek god of
wine who eventually became represented
under the symbol of a fat bull or ox. More
enlightening still, they find that Bacchus is
the same as Tammuz, a god of ancient
Babylon, representing Nimrod, who in
Sacred Scripture is referred to as *“a
mighty hunter in opposition to Jehovah.”
(Gen. 10:9) Bacchus means “weeping”
and classical writers refer to him as “The
Lamented One.” So when the Sacred
Scriptures refer to the detestable things
God’s pecople were doing in the temple in
Jerusalem, saying: “Look! there the wom-
en were sitting, weeping over the god
Tammuz,” it indicates the relationship of
all three, Nimrod, Tammuz and Baechus.
—FEzek. 8:14. '

“And to think,” exclaims Carlos, “that
we, calling ourselves ‘Christians,’ partici-
pate so fervently in celebrations so ob-
viously pagan and dishonoring to God!”

“A sobering thought,” Roberto assures
him, “and we still haven’t discussed the
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Roman Saturnalia. Remember, the ency-
clopedia said, ‘the carnivil really repre-
sents the Roman Saturnalia.’”

“Here, I have some Information on
that,” offers Carlos, “Hislop’s book The
Two Babylons goes into detail and ex-
plains that the Babylonians worshiped the
Sun or Baal as the only God and Tammuz
was worshiped as the incarnation of the
Sun. The feast of Saturn in his honor was
celebrated at the winter solstice and lasted
for five days. It was characterized by
drunkenness and revelry, feasting and
merrymaking.”

“Any way yvou look at it and from any
aspect, our Carnival is as far from true
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Christian worship as daylight is from
dark,” sums.up Roberto. “I am so glad we
have dug into this thing, Carlos. Now we

Lcan take a course of action in keeping

with our profession of Christian faith.”

“Well, I can say one thing, All this re-
search has really opened my eyes! If I
still go ahead and participate in the Car-
nival this year it will be against an en-
lightened conscience. But, Roberto, it
seems to me that there are other aspects
of our worship that we should look into.
Don’t you think it would be profitable to
continue our investigations even further?”

“T heartily agree,” concludes Roberto,
as they again head for the public lLibrary.

ON

—deswsge of dovelgbing eowntrios

WAS greeted with,

“Good afternoon,

Doctor,” as I made
my way with the medical
superintendent of a mod-
ern clinic serving the Afri-
can population of a copper-
mining community in one
of Africa’s new developing
countries. As I am no doc-
tor, the misnomer would
have brought a smile, but
the circumstances were too
sobering. This clinic is one of a group of
five surrounding a 300-bed hospital, which
comprises the medical services for some
50,000 people, mine employees and their
families. The sobering circumstance was
that I was visiting a malnutrition clinic.
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The medical superinten-
dent took her position in the
consulting room, the nurse
presenting her with the case
histories for the afternoon
patients. The African or-
“derly stood by as inter-
preter, and I took my place
to permit close scrutiny
of the symptoms of this
scourge of developing coun-
tries,

Close-up View of Malnutrition

I viewed a little boy aged one year. As
he sat listlessly on his mother’s knee I
was told he was suffering from kwashior-
kor, the main cause of which is a diet lack-
ing protein. I noted a swelling of the legs
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and feet. His hair was soft -and light in
color and easily pulled out. He was ob-
viously underweight. Other evidences of
kwashiorkor, I was told, are underdevel-
oped muscles; skin dull and unhealthy
looking; eyes dull and lifeless; inclination
to listlessness and at times a swelling of
the whole hody.

For, this child a regular free issue of
dried skim milk was prescribed, with a
supplement of dried soup containing meat
extract and soya meal. Regular visits to
the clinic will be necessary for some time.
The completeness of recovery cannot be
fully assessed.

The next patient was a little girl of
eighteen months. She was recovering from
nutritional marasmus, which is another
way-of naming starvation. Her diet had
been totally insufficient in quantity, lack-
ing in both calories and proteins, In this
case there was no swelling of the legs, her
hair appeared normal and there seemed
tc me to be more interest in her eyes.
But she was extremely small and under-
weight. She looked wizened. Her arms
and legs felt very small, just wasted mus-
cles under loose skin. The doctor explained
that it was very difficult to tell the differ-
ence between kwashiorkor and marasmus,
and it is often convenient to think of
them hoth as protein-calorie malnutrition.

As I took my leave of the medical su-
perintendent an hour or so later, I had a
deeper sense of this frightening scourge
of malnutrition. Only a day or so previous
I had read in a report that one-third of
the children who attend school in the
province where such medical services are
available suffer from malnutrition, and I
now reflected on the dimensions that this
scourge must have reached in rural areas.
In Zambia, Central Africa, 15 percent of
the deaths in children are due to malnu-
tritive conditions, Then there was the re-
port I read about Uganda, East Africa,
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stating that the incidence of protein-
calorie malnutrition is as high as 25 per-
cent, with 6 percent suffering from severe
kwashiorkor. In 1961, it was found that
25 percent of nonwhite child patients
in Pretoria, Johannesburg and Dur-
ban, South Africa, suffered from kwashi-
orkor due to lack of protein, The director-
general of the United Nations Food and
Agricultural Organization, Dr. Binay Sen,
has estimated that 3,000,000 people die
every year from malnutrition. Although
complete figures are difficult to obtain, it
is generally accepted that two-thirds of
the world’s population are not getting
enough to eat.

A lot of work is being done in Zambia
and other developing lands to cope with
malnutrition. International organizations
have provided much assistance. There
have been great advances in land fertil-
ization and use of insecticides, increasing
agricultural yields. Plant Pathologist J.
George Harrar, president of the Rocke-

- feller Foundation, says: “We know enough

today to transform the food production
of the world. There is no longer any ex-
cuse for human starvation.” Yet there are
more people suffering from hunger than
ever before.

With so much being done to fight hun-
ger, why must millions of toddler-age.
children go to bed hungry every night?
In developing countries the problem is
found among all income groups., A factor
to account for malnutrition is man’s ten-
dency to be led astray by his own ideas,
customs and habits. There is a great need
for education.

Traditional Feeding Habits

Walking away from the malnhutrition
clinic, I quietly meditated upon the dis-
cussion I had with the nurse, who had
spent many years fighting the problem of
malnutrition. I could stil hear her say
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with emphasis, “We are up against tradi-
tional feeding habits.,” I was compelied to
agree with her that most people have
strong emotional feelings about their diet.
I recalled having read about the Buganda
people who live in part of Uganda. They
use bananas as a staple food. Their babies
are born under the shelter of banana
trees; the baby’s bottom is wiped with a
banana leaf; food is cooked in a banana
leaf; and everywhere you look there are
bananas. Now, bananas are a very de-
lightful fruit, but they do not contain pro-
tein.

Some other African tribes have the tra-
dition that the women should eat less
during pregnancy to limit the size of the
baby. In parts of Africa other taboos re-
late to fcod for women. Chicken, eggs and
certain meats are forbidden, which is most
unfortunate, as especially during pregnan-
cy women need a good diet. Thus some
children get off to a bad start even before
they are born due to traditional feeding
habits. In one tribe women are not al-
lowed to touch hot food while menstruat-
ing: they may grind the flour, but not
cook the porridge, which must be detri-
mental to the feeding of the younger mem-
bers of the family.

If the great need is for protein in the
diet of these nations, I momentarily
thought I had the answer to the problem
with the idea of increasing their intake
of beef from the herds of cattle T had
seen around the country. But, in Zambia,
at least, this would mean changing a way
of life for many, and removing a social
pattern that has existed for centuries. For
in Zambia, Botswana and other develop-
ing countries cattle are a form of wesalth,
like money in the bank. Where a nation
can grow all the maize reqguired for their
traditionally staple diet, there is no need
for the farmers to sell their caftle for
slaughter; thus they keep them ‘in the
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bank,’ as it were, killing only a few for
their own domestie needs. In Botswana,
however, poverty and hunger have over-
come the traditional reluctance to sell
cattle. People have to sell their cattle to
buy maize, which they cannot grow in
sufficient quantities for the nation’s needs.
So once more I groaned with the thought
of the scourge of malnutrition being fos-
tered by entrenched tribal customs.

I found it difficult to get the pathetic
image of these little bloated bellies out of
my mind. The nurse at the clinic had
spoken about this as partly the effect of
improper weaning. As soon as an infant
begins to show any interest in food and
stretches out its hand toward the food
or cries for it, the mother will invariably
give it little bits of cooked maize porridge
or relish, but will eontinue to suckle it for
some time. No special food is cooked for
children, generaily speaking. In the ab-
sence of proper weaning by the gradual
reduction in milk, balanced with the grad-
ual intake of adult food until weaning is
complete and breast feeding ceases, one
can imagine the effect upon the child's
digestive organs. Due to gastric reactions
the stomach becomes distended, and the
child may even rebel against sudden con-
trasts in diet and refuse to eat. Thus may
be laid the basis for the dire consequences
of malnutrition.

Family Way of Life

As I further reflected upon my discus-
sions at the clinic I took another glance at
my notes and saw, ‘tribal customs and
family way of life.” An African custom. is
to feed the men and adolesecent boys sepa-
rately from the women and children; and
in the villages the men have their own
shelter, where they eat usually from in-
dividual bowls, with the women and chil-
dren eating in a separate shelter, invari-
ably from comumunal bowls. This custom
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is often carried over into urban life, and
the men working in industry must have
the greater portion of the food available.
Often due to lack of planning and little
or no budgeting the two-meal-a-day aver-
age is reduced to one meal toward the
end of the month, and under these pres-
sures the children usually suffer.

This reflection reminded me of a re-
cent pronouncement by a government of-
ficial in Zambia. He commented on re-
ports made to him that 32 percent of the
younger schoolchildren in the industrial
areas suffer from malnutrition, saying,
“What good is it for the government to
spend vast sums on building more and
better schools if parents send their chil-
dren to school hungry and unable to learn
properly ?” That poor diet may even limit
the growth of a child’s intelligence was
suggested by a study made of school-
children in another province of Zambia.

Another view of this problem is known
in large industrial townghips as the ‘ex-
tended family system.’ This develops when
a male member in a village community
leaves his home to seek employment in
a mining town. He is allocated a house
with two or three bedrooms, according to
the size of his family and his advancement
in the mining community. No sooner has
he entered into his new way of life than
news gets back to his village of his new-
found wealth, This releases a stream of
relatives who come to share it. The visi-
tors do not always find employment and
thus the number of dependents in the fam-
ily is increased indefinitely., With more
adults to feed, it is the younger stomachs
that go empty.

In three mining townships in Zambia
where employees and their families total-
ing some 52,000 persons are housed, there
may be as many as 15,000 relatives living
with these families, Certainly hospitality
is a commendable virtue, but it must’ be
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balanced with the Bible principle of pro-
viding for one’s own household and loving
one’s wife (and children) as himself.
—1 Tim. 5:8.

Christian families will want to avoid any
impairment fo a child’s health through
malnutrition for the additional reason that
one of the main therapeutic weapons used
by the medical profession against mal-
nutrition is blood transfusion, and this is
out of line with God's law.—Aets 15:28,
29,

Prestige Rather than Food

I glanced at my notes again. Next I had
written, ‘prestige problem.’” It was another
way of saying ‘keeping up with the Jones-
es! Newfound wealth in coufitries that
have recently acquired independence is
too often diverted to enjoy some token of
the way of life of the industrialized na-
tions. The radie, television, motorcycles
and even automobiles are greater evi-
dences of one's newfound status than a
well-balanced family feeding program.
Tobacco, aleoholic beverages and other
so-called luxuries are almost easier to pur-
chase, and certainly require less thought-
ful planning than a balanced diet.

How beneficial it would be to such peo-
ple if they applied the Bible principles of
avoiding the love of money and the desire
for prestige so widely promoted by this
materialistic age and used more of their
newfound wealth in more healthful and
practical ways!—1 John 2:15-17.

Food Habits Hard to Change

As I meditated upon these various prob-
lems, I recalled the World Food Program’s
report entitled “An Experiment in Multi-
lateral Faod Afd.” It stated: “In the early
days of the Program’s operations insuffi-
cient attention may have been paid to the
difficulty of getting people to change food
habits, and in an effort to improve diets,
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food may have been included which the
people concerned were much readier to
sell than to consume.”

The same report, discussing the dis-
tribution of food, further states: “Ewven
where an existing organization takes over
the task, as in the case of the Ministry of
Education with a feeding program in sec-
ondary boarding schools . . . the inclusion
in the diet of somewhat unfamiliar but
desirable foods may require considerahle
effort on the part of dietitians to make
the food acceptable, And it is even more
difficult to change the food habits of
adults.” In Jamaica the dried fish distrib-
uted by the World Food Program was
found to be unacceptable because of its
color. Another report records that “the
question of the acceptability of W.F.P.
commodities was successfully solved by
breaking down custom or prejudice by
means of demonstrations by people in
whom the beneficiaries had confidence.”

Much is being done to help developing
countries fight the scourge of malnutri-
tion, Vast distribution of cereals, nuts,
soybeans, dried milk, eggs, fish and meat

has been undertaken by seventy donor
countries to the World Food Program and
carried to seventy-seven needy nations. In
Zambia a project is under way to provide
milk to low-income groups at a subsidized
rate to counteract malnutrition, and each
year vast quantities of dried skim milk,
dried soup with soya meal and meat ex-
tract are given free at clinics. A steady
expansion of the poultry industry in this
country has also given emphasis to the
government policy to provide protein in
“an egg a day for every Zambian.”

But food distribution alone is not the
solution, Education is the great need.
There is need for teaching people how to
eat and what to eat and how to plan a
balanced diet from the foods available to
them. Above all, there is need for incul-
cating of basic Bible principles that will
give people the moral strength to resist
harmful traditions and customs. This will
also aid them to exercise the self-control,
family love and Christian contentment
that are so essential to winning the war
against the scourge of malnutrition.

Animals Predict Earthquakes

& Instruments that would predict earthquakes are yet to be developed by man,
but for centuries animals have reacted before major disasters in strange and
mysterious ways. Breanda McCall in “Safety Sidelights” writes that “a few days
before the Tehachapi, California, quake, the snakes on nearby Bear Mountain left
it en masse. In fact, a drilling crew working in the valley below had to climb the
rig to escape the thousands of reptiles that suddenhly appeared. Extra snake-bite
kits had to be flown in. The same thing happened three weeks before the sinking
of the ocean floor and subsequent eruption of Mt. Pelee in St. Pierre, Martinique.
Here, not only the deadly fer-dellance snakes invaded the city below, but birds
and other animal life left mountain areas too.” In 1811, before one of the worst earth-
quakes in United States history, “millions of squirrels began to vacate. Fromy Indiana
they swarmed into the Ohio River, where many drowned. Horses and dogs ran
away from their homes before the 1812 Caracas, the 1906 San Franclsco, and the
1933 Long Beach quakes. Sea birds fiew inland before two great Chilean con-
vulsions and six hours before the Hegben Dam, Wyoming, quake of 1959, no birds
~or animals could be seen in that area.” The hig guestion is: How d¢ these creatures
know ahead of time? '
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NTO a world teem-
ing with trouble
and experiencing the
hunger pains of a

newhorn desite for science and tech-

nology the theory of relativity was born.
Today relativity is generally accepted
more as fact than theory. The equations
that mathematically express the theory of
relativity are in everyday use among
scientists when working with high-speed
atomic particles. The word relativity has
taken on a new {and often misunderstood)
meaning. Dictionaries allot it more space.
The world has become relativity-minded.
But what does it all mean? and how does
it affect us and the world in which we live?

There are actually two theories of rela-
tivity, the general and the special. The
special theory is merely a specidl case of
the general theory, and it is the topic of
this article. Of course, gravity was in ex-
istence long before the not too credible
story of an apple falling on Isaac New-
ton’s head to jar him into recoghizing the
law of gravity. In like manner the prin-
ciples of relativity have always been in
force since the creation of matter, but
the theory explaining it was proposed only
in 1905 by the work of Albert Einstein.
Einstein set forth two postulates or as-
sumptions that formed the basis of his
theory. :

The first postulate is called “The Prin-
ciple of Relativity” and shows that mo-
tion is always relative. If one were in a
rocket traveling somewhere in the uni-
verse far from planets, stars, and so forth,
how would one determine one’s veloecity?
One cannot measure air speed, since there
is not any air! If a meteor passes by, can
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a passenger tell whether he is moving or
whether he is standing still and it is mov-
ing past him? Or perhaps one is traveling
backward and the meteor is motionless.
But, then, out in space what is backward?
or forward, for that matter? What one
needs is some fixed point from which to
measure one’s travel, but unfortunately
there is none! Even the earth moves about
the sun, which, in turn, moves together
with its solar system in its galaxy. The
galaxy also moves and so does the cluster
of galaxies in which it is found.

So there one is—stuck in space with-
out knowing how fast one is going (or
if one is moving at all}) or in which di-
rection. But if one could just see some
familiar body, such as the planet Saturn,
then one could measure movement in re-
lation to it. Of course, knowing how Sat-
urn moves with respect to the earth would,
in turn, enable one to figure one’s velocity
and position relative to the earth. But,
then, that is the whole point. Velocity is
only relative to other bodies. We know
only relative motion {and thus the theory
of relativity).

Of course, on
earth we mea-
sure our move-
ments relative to
the earth, and so
the principle of
relativity of mo-
tion poses no
problems for us.
But there is an-
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other fundamental! postulate of Einstein’s
special theory of relativity,

The Speed of Light—
A Fundamental Constant

The second postulate of relativity states

that the speed of light in a vacuum is a .

constant, independent of the source and
the aobserver. To understand what this
means, let us look at a common situation.
A boy stands on the street and throws a
rubber ball against a wall. Assume that
the ball leaves the boy’s hand traveling
at 20 feet per second. Now the boy puts
on roller skates and skates toward the
wall at 5 feet per second. At the same
time he throws the ball against the wall
at 20 feet per second. What is the speed
at which the ball moves relative to the
wall? Well, it is the sym of 20 and 5, or

25 feet per second. This is because the ball
was already moving at 5 feet per second
due to the roller skates when the hoy
added to-it another 20 feet per second. Of
course, if the boy were skating backward
(away from the wall) at 5 feet per second
and threw the ball at the wall at 20 feet
per second, the speed of the ball relative
to the wall would then be only 20 minus
5, or 15 feet per second.

Now apply this to light. The speed of
light in a vacuum is approximately 186,-
000 miles per second. But suppose that
we are agboard a rocket and that we re-
peat the ball-throwing experiment with
a beam of light. If we could fravel in
space toward the earth at a speed of
100,000 miles per second and flash a beam
of light toward the earth, the light should
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reach the earth at 100,000 miles per sec-
ond, plus the speed of the light beam of

186,000 miles per second, or a total of
286,000 miles per second, Well, when we
measure the speed of light from earth we
find that, instead of its traveling 286,000
miles per second, it traveled only 186,000
miles per second. Very strange! Even
though the rocket was moving at 100,000
miles per second when the light was
flashed, the beam of light traveled at the
same speed as though the rocket were
standing still!

To show how unusual this is, suppose
that the rocket were turned around and
could travel away from the earth at the
record speed of 185,000 miles per second.
We then flash our light back at the earth,.
Now, remember, the rocket is leaving the
earth atf 185,000 miles per second, and
the light is leaving the rocket, traveling
toward the earth at 186,000° miles per
second. Logic would indicate that the light
would travel at a speed relative to the
earth of 186,000 minus 185,000 miles per
second, or 1,000 miles per second. But it
does not! Observers on earth still would
measure the speed of the light reaching
them at 186,000 miles per second. This
means that the speed of light is always
& constant 186,000 miles per second re-
gardless of how fast or slow the source
of light and the observer move toward or
away from each other. This is a remark-
able phenomenon, one of the created nat-
ural laws of the universe,

The speed of light is remarkable in an-
other respect. As far as scientists are able
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to detect, it is an upper limit to all speeds.
Hence, their view is that no material
body can go faster than the speed of light.
However, scientists do not consider the
spirit realm in which unknown laws may
allow for spirit creatures to travel faster
than man can presently envisage.

Particles (especially small ones) can be
accelerated to approach the speed of light,
but none have been able to equal the speed
of light! But when the speed of an obh-
ject approaches the speed of light, strange
things are thought to happen. But why
do scientists think these strange things
happen? Because they have made deduc-
tions from the two postulates of relativity
by mathematical means. And they believe
that various experiments, such as acceler-
ating small particles to approach the
speed of light, have proved the truth of
many of the strange conclusions about
relativity.

Space Contraction

Let us set up a situation with two
friends to show what is thought to hap-
pen when objects begin moving close
to the speed of light. Let Manny be sta-
tioned at some place on the earth while his
friend Nick travels to and fro in a rocket
so that Manny can make some measure-
ments, Now Nick takes a yardstick with
him on his rocket and as
he passes Manny trav-
eling at a speed close to
the speed of light, Man-
ny reaches up and mea-
sures Nick’s yardstick.
Normally, of course,
Manny would measure
Nick’s yardstick to be 3
feet exactly. However,
this time Manny finds
that Nick’s yardstick
measures less than 3
feet. In fact, the rocket

MARCH 8, 1968

and everything in it seems to be shrink-
ing, and the faster the rocket travels rela-
tive to some observer, the more everything
shrinks when measured by the observer
in the direction of travel. Thus nothing
gets shorter vertically, or narrower, but
everything is contracting in the direction
of travel. This phenomenon is known as
space contraction. So we can see that
length is not thought to be absolute, but
depends on the motion of ah object rela-
tive to an observer. An object has maxi-
mum length when at rest with respect to
an observer,

You may ask why you have never no-
ticed any such contraction before. Al-
though it is thought that there is a con-
traction when one object moves relative to
another, yet the changes are said to be-
come appreciable only when the relative
velocity approaches around 40 percent of
the speed of light. To accelerate any ob-
ject to that speed is a formidable task!
Normally only atomlic particles travel that
fast, and even that requires considerable
energy. Then -again, how would you mea-
sure the length of any object moving by
You at approximately 150,000 miles per
second? Clearly, then, objects moving at
speeds to which we are accustomed ex-
hibit the theorized space contraction to
such a small degree as to be unmeasurable.

Time Dilafion

We have been accustomed to
consider time as an absolute
quantity, We assume that if we
preset two clocks to the same
time (and assuming that they operate ac-
curately) they will both read the same
time under all circumstances. It sounds
logical, does it not? But logic can some-
times be misleading.

Let’s return to Manny and Nick. They
preset their clocks to the same time be-
fore Nick stepped into his rocket, Then
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he roared by
Manny at a speed
close to.the speed
of light, Just as
he passed Manny
standing on the
ground he held up the face of Y
the clock to the window for
Manny to see what time it was.
What do you think Manny
found? His own clock showed
that one hour had passed but —

he saw Nick’s clock indicated the passing

of only 30 minutes! In other words, it is
theorized that, to an observer, time in a
moving object goes more slowly. Thus
time in a moving system is seen to be
dilated or slowed down relative to a fixed
observer, a phenomenon called time dila-
tion. That does sound weird, does it not?

Of course, it is thought that, not only
clocks slow down, but all processes—bio-
logical, atomic, and so forth. Then why
have you not noticed this in alrplane
flights? Again the difference is so small
for velocities not at least 40 percent of the
speed of light, that it is impossible to mea-
sure. For example, for an airplane flying
at 750 miles per hour, the time dilation
for an interval of one second on a fixed
clock would be about one millionth of a
millionth of a second on the moving clock
~-too small to even think of measuring,

Mass Change Due to Relative Motion
You may have wondered, when we dis-
cussed the theory of space contraction,
what was happening to a person’s mass
while he was shrinking. So let's look at
the theorized change in a person’s mass
when moving at a high speed relative to
a fixed observer. It may seem logical to
think that as a person shrinks in the di-
rection of travel when his length is mea-
sured by a fixed observer, he should also
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lose some of his mass as well. By
now, however, we should have
learned not to rely on logic when dis-
cussing the theory of relativity. Log-
ic is based on known information and
is of limited value when applied to the
unfamiliar universe.

It is thought that as the speed of an
object approaches the speed of light its
mass increases, This mass increase is said
to have been observed with experiments.

- "According to an experiment, when a small

particle of matter is accelerated to 86 per-
cent of the speed of light, it weighs twice
as much as it does when it is at rest. Thus
it is theorized that if we weighed a baby
elephant at 300 pounds on the ground,
and then flew him by an observer at a
speed of 161,000 miles per second, the ob-
server would note the weight of the baby
elephant had increased to 1,000 pounds!

At higher speeds the mass increase
would be greater yet, according to the
theory.

Of course, the elephant does not get
larger. In fact, he gets shorter if he is
facing the front of the rocket! Thus an
object is thought to become more dense
when moving relative to another station-
ary observer. There is no need, however,
to worry about gaining weight Wwhen out
for a drive’in the family car; you will
never notice the difference,

So, according to the theory of relativity,
the speed of light is absoclute, and space,
time'and mass are relative and depend
upon the motion of an observer. A§ man
progresses in scientific knowledge, he will
no doubt discover more to shed light on
the Jaws that govern the universe. And
as The World Book Encyclopedia points
out: “New theories may eventually show
limitations of the relativity theory and
deal with problems that the relativity
theory does hot cover,”

AWAKE!



HAT are the rights of parents who
are Christians? Among other things
they include the right to teach their chil-

dren about God their Creator and about .

Jesus Christ their Savior, and to train
them in harmony with the principles of
righteousness and neighbor love as found
in the Bible. Western nations generally
grant these rights, and especially would
one expect a nation professing to be Chris-
tian, such as the United States, to grant
these rights.

Yet a decision recently handed down hy
a Federal three-judge court in regard to a
suit brought by the witnesses of Jehovah
deprives Christian parents of these rights.
The Witnesses had challenged the con-
stitutionality of a Washington State law
that is being used to take children from
parents who are Witnesses in order to
give them blood transfusions in violation
of the religious scruples of their parents;
such parents being charged with “willful
and gross neglect.”

Reporting on this case, . the -Seattle
Times, November 21, 1967, among other
things, stated: “The three judges. .. ruled
yesterday that no rights under the Con-
stitution are abridged by the state law.
. . . The three-judge court did not com-
ment on whether refusing to grant per-
mission for transfusions consfitutes gross
and willful neglect, However, the court
found: ‘The overwhelming weight of non-
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sectarian medical opinion is that blood
transfusions are necessary in certain cases
to save lives, and, in fact, do save lives,’”

Is the Court’s Decision Just?

While thus ruling against the rights of
Christian parents, the court also stated:
“It need only be added that our case . . .
does not involve any of the rights of
parents to train , ., . their children in re-
ligious matters.” But is it consistent and
just to subscribe to such a principle and
at the same time to rule that the religious
scruples of parents can be overridden and
their children be legally and forcibly tak-
en away from them and subjected to blood
transfusions if any physician at all,con-
siders that necessary?

Are parents to have the right to teach
their children their religious beliefs but
be deprived of the right to put these be-
liefs into practice as far as their children
are concerned? Is that just? How can par-
ents teach children their own religion if
the State is permitted to step in and to
deny the parents the right to practice
their religion in the matter of blood trans-
fusions? How can a child accept the reli-
gious teachings of his parents if they are
charged with “willful and gross neglect”
when they live by their teachings? Is not
such an action destroying the respect that
a child should have for the authority of
his parents?



The State law authorizes legal machine-
ry to act only in the case of “wiliful and
gross neglect.” Is it “willful and gross
neglect” when a parent conhscientiously,
because of religious convictions, pursues
the same course regarding his child that
he would if he himself were involved?
How inconsistent for the Court not to rule
on this vital point, the very core of the
matter!

The faet is that even among the medi-
cal profession some appreciate the injus-
tice and inconsistency of this position,
Thus the Medical Jouwrnal of Austrelia,
April 23, 1960, stated: “Few people would
think of disputing the need to intervene
when a child suffers because of the care-
lessness, indifference or frank hostility of
the parent, but in the:present instance
none of these elements may be present.
The parent, convinced onreligious grounds
that a blood transfusion would be a spiri-

tual disaster for the child, acts sincerely

according to his rights, and our disagree-
ment with his view, no matter how strong
it may be, provides no grounds for im-
pugning his concern for the child’s best
interests.”

Does the Decision Make Sense?

Not only does such overriding of the
rights of parents violate the principles of
justice and religious liberty, but it simply
does not make sense, The Court’s decision
admits that, while most medical authori-
ties “agree on this,” not all do. Tt states
that this is “the medical opinion held by
the great majority of practitioners.” But
how often the majority of practitioners
have been mistaken! George Washington
was bled to death on the mistaken notion
that bhlood-letting was the way to cure
diseases. One needs only to call to mind
the many years that Alexander Fleming
tried in vain to interest the medical pro-
fession of England in penicillin, and only
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because of the emergency brought about
by World War II was it willing to consider
his discovery. '

And still more recently, the Medical
'News, London, England, November 10,

1987, reported; “For more than 20 years,

a Sydney general practitioner, Dr. L. A. G.
Hissinck, has been trying unsuccessfully to
get doctors to accept a simple blood plas-
ma substitute for use in transfusions, and
a radical theory on blood circulation. He
finally got his chance to explain his re-
search at the Fifth World Congress on
Gynaecology and Obstetrics but he had al-
most gone bankrupt -in the process.”
Begsides, when a court removes the child
from the custody of its parents and ap-
points a guardian for the child for the
purpose of giving a child a blood trans-
fusion, the guardian has the child treated
according to his wishes. Then the hos-
pital and the doctors are no longer acting
as employees of the parent but of the
guardian. 3hould not the guardian then
be required to pay all the hospital, doctor
and blood transfusion bills? He is the one
that ordered the treatment, is he not?
And in the event the child dies, should not
the one acting as guardian be required
to take care of the funeral expense?
"Moreover, it is not as though the Wit-
nesses are the only ones that raise a re-
ligious isstte in regard to a certain medi-
cal practice. The Roman Catholic Church
forbids the terminating of a pregnancy
even fo save the life of the mother. Doc-
tors may not agree, but the prevailing
practice is to respect these scruples.

The scruples of others are also respect-
-ed. Thus the Newark, New Jersey, Star
Ledger, November 26, 1967, told that ‘“a
small businessman and his wife stood by
while their five-year-old adopted daughter
succumbed to bronchial pneumonia. They
did not summon medical aid because they
were Christian Scientists, The court found
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no reason to act, although the Essex
County prosecutor had asked for an opin-
ion,” on the basis of a recent case of Je-
hovah’s witnesses where the court did act.
Here again there was discrimination; a
court respecting the scruples of a Chris-
tian Scientist but refusing to respect the
seruples of one of Jehovah’s witnesses.

Two Trends Show
Court’s Decision Uniwise

The fact is that time and again the pub-
lic press reports on two trends in medi-
cine that argue against a court’s ordering
blood transfusions, One is the discovering
of new hazards associated with the trans-
fusing of blood. Thus the New York Times
Magazine, November 6, 1966, told that
globulins taken from the blood of schizo-
phrenics and injected into normal persons
made them temporarily insane.

Then again, Dr. J. T, Queenan, a direc-
tor of an obstetrical clinic as well as a
professor of obstetrics and gynecology,
was Peported in the Ob. Gyn. News, Sep-
tember 1, 1967, as saying regarding the
new treatment of transfusing unborn in-
fants: ‘“Our experience with transfusing
[dropsical] fetuses early in gestation is
extremely poor, We are not salvaging the
fetus, hut we are subjecting the mother
to the risks of intrauterine transfusion.
It is our judgment now that these infants
should not be transfused.”

Pointing up still another risk in trans-
fusing blood, the Melbourne Sun, Novem-
ber 24, 1967, under the heading, “Trans-
fusions ‘can cause infection,” told of a
certain virus, “generally quite harmless,”
yvet “when it was present in blood given
to people in five categories it could be
serious,” even contributing toward death.
“There was evidence to show that it eould
cause deformities and defects in . . . the
unborn child up to a few weeks before
birth, . . . In other cases it generally caus-
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es respiratory difficulties ranging up to
Pheumonia.” :

And, on the other hand, there is the
trend of finding ever better forms of treat-
ment than the transfusing of blood. For
example, the Medical World News of Feb-
ruary 17, 1967, told that “Charcoal Each
Day Keeps Jaundice Away.” Yes, Dr. A. J.
Repici had, simply by daily feeding char-
coal to jaundiced infants, cut down the
use of blood transfusions for such cases
at his hospital more than 90 percent. This
treatment was of special value, he stated,
in those hospitals where the transfusion
deaths of such babies are as high as 5
percent, and further added, “We've hagd
no toxicity and no trouble from the
charcoal.”

Court Decision Implies
Doctors All-knowing

The court decision authorizing doctors
to force their opinion on patients implies
that doctors know far more than it is
possible for them to know. Underscoring
this point is what happened some years
ago in Reading, Pennsylvania. A doctor
warned the Witness parents that if their
newly horn Rh baby girl did not get an
immediate exchange of blood she would
die, She did not get this treatment and
survived to grow up to be a healthy girl
About the same time Rh twin boys were
born who immediately received exchange
transfusions; both of whom in a matter
of weeks were dead. It so happened that
the same doctor handied both cases. After-
ward he confessed to the Witness parents
of the baby girl: “You know, we doctors
don't know everything.”

But court decisions that justify com-
pulsory blood transfusions in violation of
religious scruples do attribute to doctors
omniscience and so make them as God,
even as Dr. Arthur Kelly, an official of the
Canadian Medical Association, noted:
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“Patients and parents have a perfect right
to accept or reject treatment offered. No
doctor can be positive that a person will
dfe if he doesn’t get a transfusion or live if
he dees . . . The principle is an important
one relating to the liberty of citizens. ... It
is perhaps better that the odd person die
rather than the fundamental hyman right
of refusing medical treatment be impaired.
Right, wrong, or maybe, the flnal decision
in these matters should rest with the parent
or guardian. Patients have the right to
aceept or reject a doctor’s advice according
to their own desires. I deplore methods of
trying to force a transfusion or any kind of
treatment. You are putting yourself in the
position of God.”—Canadian Bar Journal,

October 1960, pp. 389, 397.

“Cautious as Serpents
yet Innocent as Doves”

Jesus gave his twelve apostles counsel
on being “cautious as serpents.”” (Matt,
10:16) In view of the
court decision de-
priving parents of
their rights, this
counsel should be
taken to heart by all
who oppose blood
transfusions on
Scriptural grounds. (Acts 15:29) To what
extremes some in the medical profession
will go can be seen by what happened last
October in Baltimore, Maryland. There a
judge ordered a woman of fifty-three
vears to receive blood transfusions in spite
of strong religious objections thereto, as
voiced both by herself and her husband.
When the husband visited his wife in the
hospital he found her tied hand and foot
and being given blood transfusions, What
a violation of religious liberty! How much
imagined good can a blood transfusion do
when administered under such circum-
stances?

In view of such and similar abuses
Christian caution dictates that one ascer-
tain ahead of time which doctors will re-
spect ene’s scruples and then consult them
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Dewvation.”

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE
Religion That la Only “a Form of Gedly
Listening to the Universe,

Don't Let Them Stieat Your Calr!
A Mile and a Halt to Springtime,

in time of need. For example, late in
1967 a family of three Witnesses in Deni-
son, Texas, were involved in a very seri-
ous accident. In particular was the young
daughter severely injured, practically
crushed from her waist down, When the
doctors who examined her at the hospital
found that one of her kidneys was severe-
ly damaged they called in a specialist.
When he arrived he set down his bag, con-
sulted the X rays and the chart and then
said: “The first thing we must do is to
get a court order so that we can give a
blood transfusion.” However, one of the
doctors picked up the specialist’s bag and
handed it to him, saying, “We have
changed our mind, doctor., We don’t need
vou.” And politely but firmly he requested
him to leave, :

Why had that doctor spoken like this to
the specialist who
was so ready to force
a blood transfusion
on the victim by
means of a court or-
der? Because the fa-
ther had previously
~ called on this doctor
and explained to.him the position of the
Witnesses. He had also given this doctor
reading matter on the subject. And what
was the outcome? The operation was per-
formed without a blood transfusion by a
surgeon who respects the scruples of Je-
hovah’s witnesses, and today the girl is
doing fine!

The unjust decision of the Federal
three-judge court in Washington State is
being appealed to the Supreme Court of
the United States. In the meantime those
who have Scriptural scruples against tak-
ing blood must, ahead of need, search for
a doctor who believes in individual free-
dom and who respects the religious con-
victions of his patients. A word to the wise
is sufficient!

AWAKE!



ENTION of

marble calls to
mind the many uses
t{o which man has
put this handscme
material; famous
sculptures, grave-
stones, theater and
bank hallways,

we note in finished
specimens. The
beauty of most mar-
bles is their trans-
lucency. |

Marble occurs in
various parts of the
world, notably in

building fronts, yes,
even entire struc-
tures. Visitors to
Europe have prob-
ably noted that ho-
tels huilt in the last
two centuries made
prodigal use of marble, Bath-
rooms of distinction, stairways,

Greece, Germany,
France, Spain, Swe-
den and Italy. Great
quantities are found
in the Apuan Alps
of Italy. The classi-
cal marhles, known
as Carrara marbles,
are white and are in great de-
mand for statuary. Michelangelo,

“Awake!”
fountains and other furnishings correspondent the famous sculptor, came to Car-
have an elegance that only mar- Itml rara personally to superintend the
aly

ble can offer.

If asked what we know about
marble, most of us could say that it is
hard and smooth. But of what is it actually
made? Why are there so many varieties?
Where is it found? How does man go about
processing it in order to produce the de-
lightful effects that are 1o be seen in its
practical application around the world?

Composition and Variety

To most persons limestone is quite a
familiar material. It is formed, the geolo-
gists tell us, of fragments of shells or ir-
regular grains of calcium carbonate, It is
solid and coarse of grain. Well, marble is
limestone that has undergone a tradical
transformation by the agencies of heat and
pressure deep in the earth. It has been
greatly compressed and has become a mass
of tightly woven crystals, capable of being
cut and polished and carved without erack-
ing. Other substances, such as quartz,
graphite, staining matter and fossil shells
are to be found in marble, introducing
the great variety of color and pattern that
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cutting of the blocks of marble
that he iised for some of his finest
works. There are also the malachite mar-
ble of the Republic of the Congo, the rose
marble of Brazil and the green onyx mar-
ble of Peru. And Peru has a milk-white
nacarado marble. Imposing writing desks
made of this stone are to be seen in the
People’s Bank of Peru in Lima.

From the quarries of Mount Marpesso
on the island of Paro in the Aegean comes
the celebrated Parian marble. Of inimita-
ble whiteness and the finest grain, this
type was preferred by Phidias and other
notable sculptors of antiquity. And Greece,
by the way, appears to have been an early
cradle of marble-working.

Some Historic References

The historian Herodotus records that
Amasis II, king of Egypt (e. 569-525
B.CE.}, gave two marble statues to the
temple of Minerva at Lindus, Greece. Mar-
ble quarried at Mount Pentelicus was used
in construction of many of the structures
raised on the Acropolis at Athens, notably
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the Parthenon, completed in 438 B.CE.

The wealthy patrician, Marcus Antonius
Africanus Gordianus, briefly raised to
imperial office in 238 C.E., owned a hand-
some villa gn the road to Praeneste orna-
mented by a magnificent portico, sup-
ported by two hundred columns of the
four most curious and costly sorts of mar-
ble. Indeed, it was the boast of Augustus
Caesar in an earlier era that ‘he found
Rome a city of wood and left it a city of
marble.” Victorious Rome not only cartied
off much of the marble statuary of Greece,
but also on its own account promoted the
guarrying operations of Greece,

The State of Vermont is ohe of the
American sources of marble. From here
came one 93-ton block that was fashioned
into the famous sculpture the “Covered
Wagon,” which now ornaments one side
of the entrance to the State of Oregon's
Capitol building. Can you imagine how
much labor and ingenuity must have gone
into the job of getting that huge chunk
out of the depths of some mountain, not
to speak of the sculpturing and trans-
portation involved?

Marble Quarrying

In earlier times the quarrying of mar-
ble involved back-breaking work of thou-
sands of slaves as well as a high mor-
tality rate. Later, when explosives came
into use, there were still many risks as
well as considerable damage due to shat-
tering of many fine pieces. Now, explo-
sives are used only in the preparatory
work of getting down to the marble. Then
the helicoidal cable is put to use. This is a
thin steel cable formed of three wires
about two to three millimeters in diam-
eter. The cable is mounted in a closed
circuit between pulleys that move back
and forth with a sawing effect. The cir-
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cuit can be as long as 1,000 meters. The
cable speed may vary between 50 and 100
centimeters per hour. As it moves it trans-
ports quartziferous sand that does the
cutting, and water is added to promote
abrasion.

The large blocks of marble are trans-
ported to the mill, where the blocks are
reduced to the size desired. Here, too, they
undergo the polishing that gives marble
slabs their typical smooth shiny surface.

In the course of the centuries the costs
of marhle cutting have been steadily re-
duced to the point where it is no longer a
product limited to the use of the wealthy.
Indeed, in some parts of the world it can
be seen in quite ordinary homes, where it
appears in wall facings, windowsills, floors,
staircases, as well as in long strips that
serve instead of baseboards. Then, too,
modern developments provide for slabs
with a thickness of no more than eight
millimeters, these from marble of the
more crack-resistant type.

The advantages of marble in construc-
tion and furnishing of the home are nu-
merous. In warmér climates this material
gives the impression of coolness. It is

-easily cleaned and serviced. Its appear-

ance is immaculate. It can be obtained in a
satisfying variety of shades, patterns and
textures,

To those - have been able to visit
one of the major quarrying sites, perhaps
in the Apuan Alps, a bizarre scene meets
the eye, The cuts on the hillside look like
gigantic mutilations. Blocks of marble
strew the adjacent valleys and marble
dust glitters in the sun like sugar crystals.
Men and machines are reduced to ant-size
as they methodically move around the site
of their labors, wresting from the earth
this beautiful stone of many uses.

AWAKE!
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What Ged Requires
of You

l\\ AR

RE is a great number of opinions
about what are God’s requirements for
his worshipers. Some believe that he ex-
pects them to pay the dues required by
a religious organization, perhaps as much
as one-tenth of one’s entire income. Oth-
ers feel that it is required of them to lis-
ten regularly to priests going through a
form of ritual and then to contribute fi-
nancially to such activities. Still others
get the idea that God wants them to se-
clude themselves in a convent or monas-
tery and spend their lives in contempla-
tion.

zHave you wondered about this matter
too? Then why not get out your Bible and
read the scripture at Acts 10:34, 35. Pe-
ter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, here says:
“] perceive that . , . the man that fears
[God] and works righteousness is accept-
able to him.” Note here that the first re-
quirement is fear of God, and yet that is
what Is most evidently lacking in so many
persons today. They do not pay attention
to what God says to them in his written
Word, the Bible, They neither listen to his
commands nor do them. Is not that evi-
dence of lack of fear?

8 1f, however, you truly fear God and
recognize him as the One who can grant
life and also take it away, rewarding those
who fear him with everlasting life, then
you will not only listen to God’'s commands
but also obey them. As ahother inspired
Bible writer expressed it: “Fear the true
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God and keep his commandments. For this
is the whole obligation of man.” (Eeck
12:13) Fear and obedience are closely
identified, for the one who fears God will
obey him, and ocne who obeys God demon-
strates godly fear—DProv. 14:16.

How can one fear God and carry out
his commandments if he does not first
come to know God and what he requires
of his worshipers? He cannot, and so Je-
sus rightly said: “This means everlasting
life, their taking in knowledge of you, the
only true God, and of the one whom you
sent forth, Jesus Christ.,” (John 17:3) So
there needs to be a progressive study of
God’s Word, the Bible.

This taking in of knowledge should
lead the student to realize that in his past
life he has ignored or treated lightly the
will of God, that he has been a sinner,
a child of disobedient Adam, and there-
fore without the right to life. (1 Pet. 4:
3; Rom. 5:12) Such realization should
mark the beginning of a radical change in
his thinking and acting. That change is
referred to in these words of Christ’s apos-
tle Paul: “Now [God] is telling mankingd
that they should all everywhere repent.
Because he has set a day in which he pur-
poses to judge the inhabited earth in righ-
teousness by a man whom he has ap-
pointed.” (Acts 17:30, 31) This appointed
One is the glorified Jesus Christ.

And that reminds us of an outstand-
ing requirement that God himself an-
nounced to his worshipers at the time
when Jesus Christ, his beloved Son, was
transfigured before the apostles. From
heaven they heard the divine pronounce-
ment: “This is my Son, the beloved,
whom I have approved; listen to him.”
{Matt. 17:5) Here Jehovah clearly said
that his Son is his spokesman, and com-
manded all men to listen to him, as though
listening to God himself, But not even all
who profess to be Christians listen or pay
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attention to Jesus Christ’s instructions.,
Consider some of the requirements of God
that Jesus transmitted to men.

7 “Continue to love your enemies and to
pray for those persecuting you.” “Keep
on, then, seeking first the kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these other [need-
ed] things will be added to you.” “All
things, therefore, that you want men to
do to you, you also must likewise do to
them.” “Keep on the watch, therefore, be-
cause you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming” for judgment. “@Go there-
fore and make disciples of people of all
the nations.”—Matt. 5:44; 6:33; 7:12; 24:
42; 28:19.

8In respect to the question, Are you
keeping God’s reguirements? some per-
sons may feel that they can say, as did
the rich young ruler in Jesus’ earthly ex-
perience, that they do not steal, or com-
mit adultery, or murder, or defraud, or
bear false withess, or show disrespect for
father and mother. (Mark 10:19, 20} But
there are many who do not know God and
Christ and who, nevertheless, refrain from
such bad practices. What about those oth-
er important requirements transmitted by
Jesus?

¢ Of such ones the questions might ap-
propriately be asked: Do you practice lov-
ing your enemies? Do you put the inter-
ests of Ged's kingdom ahead of your own
aims and ambitions in life? Do you truly
practice the so-called “golden rule”? Do
you refrain from hatreds and from de-
spising others because of race, color or
nationality ? Can it be truthfully said that
you are maintaining a watchful, prayer-
ful attitude as respects the return of the
Lord Jesus Christ? Finally, are you obhey-
ing Christ’s command to make diseiples
by preaching and teaching the Bible’s
message to others?™ —Matt. 24:14,

1 There are strong reasons for heeding
God’s requirements to listen to Christ Je-
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sus. To this beloved Son God has granted
all authority in heaven and on earth.
{Matt. 28:18) To him he has given pos-
session of all humans who will ever get
eternal life, for by his willingly offering
himself as the perfect sacrifice for sin in-
herited from Adam, that Son of God has
purchased the children of Adam. So the
apostle Paul could write: “You were
bought with a price; stop becoming slaves
of men.” “Slave for the Master, Christ.”
—1 Cor. 7:23; Col, 3:24,

11 You can meet God’'s requirements if
you accept the offer of everlasting life
through his beloved Son, Christ Jesus, and
then slave for the Christ by heeding his
commands and following his example.
(Acts 4:12) And, as in the first century,
God has provided an organization of his
zealous worshipers in these days so that
you may be helped to measure up to the
divine requirements. Jehovah’s witnesses

‘will be happy to aid you in your desire to

do what God requires of you.—Acts 9:31.

e

Can ycu onswer these questions? For answers,

read the article above,
{1) Are there many different opinions aboui
what God requires of us? {2} According to
Acts 10:34, 35, what is needed for one to be
acceptable to God? (3} In view of what is
stated at Ecclesiastes 12:13, how do we dem-
onstrate feoar of God? {4} In line with Jesus’
words at John 17:3, what knowledge must we
have before we can truly fear and obey God?
{5) Since we are all born sinners, what change
must take place in our lives if we are to please
God? {6) Who has God said is his spokesman
to all other creatures? (7) What commands
did lesus give relating to God's kingdom and
our conduet? [8) Why is it not enough for o
Christian to refrain from the bad practices
mentioned at Mark 10:19, 20? {9} What
searching questions might be asked of one who
¢claims to be doing what God requires? (10} In
harmony with the apostle Paul’s words at 1 Co-
rinthians 7:23 and. Colossians 3:24, to whom
should we be slaves? (11} Once we have
accepted the gift of life through Christ Jesus,
what provision has God made to aid us, as in
the first century?

AWAKRE!
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Greece Persecutes Children

@ Little children of Jehovah's
witnesses in Greece are being
punished because of a circular
released by the Ministry of
National Education on Decem-
ber 18, 1967. The decree re-
quires the children to make
the sign of the cross and
attend the Orthodox church
services if they want itheir
education in the schools. The
circular was directed specifical-
ly at Jehovah's witnesses, a
“"known religion” in Greece,
enjoying constitutional protec-
tion in that cradle of democ-
racy. (Sce Supreme Court At-
torney’'s Opinion No, 1/1947;
also Opinion No. 18/1548,
Opinion 14/1959 and others
therein mentioned.) Because
of legal recognition, children
of Jehovah's withesses have
for years been exempt from
morning prayers, obligatory
church attendance and reli-
gious lessons at school. By
issuing the circular the Minis-
try of National Educafion has
arbitrarily ignored the legal
position of Jehovah's witness-
es, consequently little chil-
dren have been made to suffer,
They have been dismissed
from school because they have
refused to comply with their
teachers’ demands that they
practice a religion not their
own. Protests have been lodged
against this harsh decree,
which ignores basic human
rights and obligates children

MARCH 8, 1968

to attend a church to which
neither they nor their parents
belong.

Why Crime Increases

@ Crime in the United States
is up 88 percent in 7 years,
rising nearly 9 times as fast
as the population, Assault,
robbery, rape and murder are
causing an outery from coast
to coast Ior something to be
done about stopping the erime
wave, Why has the problem
not been solved? Law-enforce-
ment officials ih key cities
across America give these
reasons: {1) Too few trained
policemen, (2) The public
treatment of policemen is such
that it makes recruiting good
men difficult. (3) Crime-detect-
ing equipment’is archaic.
New equipment is needed. (4)
Court decisions hamper police
work. (3} Courts are too le-

" nient toward the criminal, (6)

Racial agitation. (7) “Permis-
siveness” in dealing with
youngsters in homes and
abroad. No doubt, ahove and
beyond these points there
stands the moral breakdown.
Too many people no longer
love or fear God and they care
less about their nelghbors.

Blame for Auto Accidents

#® Studies reveal that the ma-
jor causes for auto accidents
and resulting deaths are
“human errors,” nhot mechani-
cal failure. An analysis of

many fatal crashes shows that
more than half involved pe-
destrians or drivers who had
been drinking. In 44 percent
of fatal accidents the driver
was going too fast for the
road conditions, Every one of
Washington's 131 traffic deaths
in 1967 was caused by “human
error.” Drivers between the
ages of 20 to 24 had the high-
est rate of involvement in
accidents,

Four H-Bombs Missing

& American bombers carry
nuclear weapons as a part of
their equipment. On January
21 off the coast of Greenland
a B-52 U8, bomber erashed
on the ice. Greenland is a
territory of Denmark, which
forbids overflights of planes
carrying nuclear weapons. In
twelve previously announced
accidents involving nuclear
bombs, eleven of them over
U.S. territory, there have been
no explosions and no Known
dangerous radiation. However,
people are apprehensive over
such a possibility.

Ordain Homosexuals ?

@ Unheard of a decade ago,
ordaining homaosexuals as
ministers has become the ery
of some clergymen today. The
Toronto Daily Star, on Jan-
uary 20, said that a prominent
U.S, Protestant churchman
has called for the admission
of avowed homosexuals to
seminaries, and their ordina-
tion to the minlsiry. “The
church should cease whatever
discrimination exists against
homosexuals per se in admis-
sion t0 seminary, in ordination
and in employment by nation-
al or local church offices,” said
Dr. Lewis Maddocks, director
of the council for Christian
social action of the United
Church of Christ. Maddocks
sald that in the United States
there are 15 to 17 million ho-
mosexuals. Instead of teaching
them high Biblical standards
to be followed, Maddocks
would set the homosexuals up
as examples before the con-
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gregation. What could be more
twisted than that?

Protestants Shout “Traltor!”

@ The primste of the Church
of England, the Archbishop
of Canterbury Michael Ram-
sey, in the latter part of Jan-
uary, joined Roman Catholic
Cardinal Heenan at the West-
minster Cathedral in prayer
for church unity, Cardinal
Heenan said it was a sign of
the rapid advance in under-
standing between Christians
in Britain that Archhishop
Ramsey could come to the
Roman Catholic cathedral
without arousing criticism in
either of the two communions.
However, outside, demonstra-
tors shouted that Ramsey had
betrayed the Reformation.
Angry Protestants shouted
“Traitor!” and “Blasphemy!”

Violence Here Tao

@ A published Reuters report
from Port Louis, Mauritius,
January 26, stated that new
racial violence flared in this
fdyllic Indian QOcean isle.
Arsonists set fire to houses
and gangs attacked flremen.
The death toll for the week
was 21, “including a victim
who was stoned to death for
taking the Muslim faith.”

Nazi War Bill

@& What price war? West
Germany will be payihg for
war damages by Nazi Ger-
many until the year 2008, ac-
cording to Finance Minister
Franz Josef Strauss. On Jan-
uary 26 he said Bonn still had
at least $50,000,0600,000 to pay
out of a $150,000,000,000 debt
to victims of occupation, racial
and political persecution,
bombing and other war dam-
age.

Deaths from Flu

@ The National Communica-
ble Disease Center said, on
January 26, that during the
third week of January deaths
from pneumonia and influenza
continued to increase through-
out much of America. Based
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aon reports from 122 citles, the
pneumonia and influenza
death total rose from 1,054 to
1,177 in the week ending Jan-
uary 20.

Minors Can Buy Dope

& Police undercover agents
said that it is easier for a 12
or i4-year-old to buy marijua-
na in Portland, Oregon, than
it is for him to buy beer. Rich-
ard Tate, a former patrol-
man, said he found no evi-
dence of the “intellectual
revolution” that is often asso-
ciated with the “hipple” move-
ment, “It's dope, plain and
simple. That’s all the move-
ment amounts to,” -he said.
Tate also stated that the main
center for pushing drugs in

Portland is a church that oper.’

ates a coffeehouse for troubled
youngsters. He said the church
group meant well, but that
the narcotics are there.

Ferment Among Adventists

@& THe Los Angeles Times
stated, on January 17, that
liberal voices from within the
Seventh-day Adventist Church
are asking that the church
shed “its fundamentalist char-
acter.”” R. E. Taylor, associat-
ed with Perspective, an un-
authorized gquarterly maga-
zine, said he wants Adventists
to join the ecumenical dialogue
with other religions, “We have
to realize we don’t have the
total truth,” he said. Through
articles in the magazine, said
the Times editor, it has been
suggested that the church give
greater freedom to individual
congregations, reexamine its
objections io the theory of
evolution and deemphasize
traditional warnings on cards,
lipstick, eye shadow, novels
and movies. “We would like
to see a redirection, to make
the church relevant to modern
times,” said Taylor.

Disillusioned Minlsters

& A survey of 3,000 Protes-
tant ministers throughout the
United States reveals they are
disturbed. Nearly half the

clergymen in their twenties
and thirties confessed they
have thought serlously of leav-
ing the ministry. Much of the
disillusionment among church
leaders is caused by the hypoe-
risy of their parishioners, said
the Los Angeles Herald-Exam-
iner, January 24. And what
about the attitude of the
clergymen toward the Bible?
The surveyors concluded: “The
Bible is not only not to he
taken literally—less than five
percent of the whole sample
did so—hut also there is little
specific guidance in it for
specific prohlems.” Consistent
with their downgrading of the
Bible, about 20 percent of the
ministers 35 years and under
did not condemn extramarital
sex, If these ministers are
disillusioned with their parish-
joners, they ought to examine
what they are teaching them.

Campus Thievery

@ “Are you calling me a
thief? Al I did was take a
book!” So remarked one stu-
dent who was caught recently
stealing a book from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin store
Students who steal books and
other merchandise from stores
that specialize in campus
needs usually have more than
enough money in their pock-
ets to pay for items stolen.
Most students consider steal-
ing books from stores a game
rather than a crime. These
light-fingered youths are fast
becoming an enormous prob-
lem. Both Harvard and Yale
recently punished divinity
students for book thefts, and
this past autumn the Univer-
sity of Colorado bookstore col-
lared a philosophy major at-
tempting to purloin a textbook
on ethics. Why do students
steal? College students feel
that students are rebelling
against the Establishment
when they steal, “Everyone
feels oppressed by authority
—the university administra-
tion, the drait boards and so
on—and the *Coop’ is the dark
side of authority,” said one
report.
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Divorce as a Barometer

@® Medical World News for
January 19 commented on
divorce and health. “The con-
tinuing rise in the divorce rate
in the U.S,,” said the report,
‘“may present a health prob-
lem as well as a social prob-
lem. A census study in Califor-
nia, where the divorce rate is
almost twice that in the na-
tion, indicated that divorced
men and women of all ages
died at a higher rate than
their married or remarried
counterparts. The figures indi-
cate that the population’s
health problems—general ill-
ness, alcoholism, mental ill-
ness, and madternal health
difficulties—are measurably
affected by marital status,
with divorce and separation
as major factors of attrition.”

Government Crisis

@& The Advisory Commission
on Inter-governmental Rela-
tions said, on January 30, that

the historic American system
of plural government—Ilocal,
state and national--iz in dan-
ger. Threatened anarchy, the
committee  said, has brought
fhe federal system to the brink
of its greatest crisis since the
Civil War. In a report, its
authors stated that many
American cities were “seeth-
ing"” with racial and eclass
revelt and that many were
near publiec bankruptcy. *The
mantner of meeting these chal-
lenges,” the commission de-
clared, “will largely determine
the fate of the American polit-
ical system; it will determine
if we can maintain a form of
government marked by part-
nership and wholesocme com-
petition among national, state
and local levels, or if instead
—in the face of threatened
anarchy—we must sacrifice
political diversity as the price
of the authoritative action re-
quired for the nation’s surviv-
al.”

“Langhing Death”

® Medical sclentists seeking
a cure for the mysterious, in-
curable and fatal disease
known as Kuru, or “Laughing
Death,” plan to feed genealog-
ical information into a com-
putor in a bid to combat what

- has been described as one of

the cutstanding unsolved prob-
lems of medicine, The disease
is found only among the Fore
tribe of the New Guinea East-
ern Highlands, and claims the
lives of from 20 to 1,000 Fore
people, mostly women, anhual-
ly. Doctors working among
the Fore people are collecting
details of the ancestors of the
Kuru victims, and will feed
the information into the com-
putor to discover whether
there is a genealogical link
with the disease. Kuru derives
its name from the appearance .
of its victims, when the initlal
symptoms of lost control of
face muscles and limbs gives
the impression of continual
laughing.

Have you ever noticed how happy Jehovah’s
witnesses are? That is because they have some-
thing for which to live. Their knowledge of
God’s purposes for our day and their work of
preaching this good news provide the incentive.
A systematic program of study and activity
has made them *“Qualified to Be Ministers.”
The 384-page book by that name contains de-
tailed information as to their ministry, congre-
gation activity, private study and a course in
progressive speech training. The revised edi-
tion is one of the textbooks currently used for
training along with the Bible. You too will find
it most beneficial. Send today. Only 4/3 (for
Australia, 50¢; for South Africa, 35c).

QUALIFIED TO BE MINISTERS

WATCH TOWER
Please zend me the 32d-p

4/3 (for Australla, 50¢; for Sout.
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e hardbound hook
Africa, 35¢).

Street and Number
ar Route and Box

FPostal
Distriet No. ... .,

LONDON N W, 7

Qualified to Be Ministers. I am enclosing
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2 D0 YOU KNOW?
¥ ... for sure?

 Here’s how
to find out

1 Identify the highest authority on the

» subject. A doctor? a scientist? a lab
technician? No, they die too. Only
man’s Creator, the living God, can an-
swer authoritatively. :

2 Turn to his Written Record, the Holy
Bible, which is “beneficial for teach-
ing.” (2 Tim. 3:16) Best of all, read it
in the modern-language New World
Translation of the Holy Scriptures
(only 8/6 [for Australia, $1; for South
Africa, 70c]).

3 Locate the Bible texts that answer the
question in the booklet “This Good
News of the Kingdom.”

4 MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY!

WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON NW. 7

Please send me the complete Bible, New World Translation of the Holy Seri
free booklet ““This Good News of the Hingdom.” Plesse send thls in [ ]?Engli
I am encloslng 8/6 (for Australla, $1; for South Africa, 70¢).

Street and Number
I;arrt)e or Route and Box
05

oL
TOWIL oot et esnnone JHIBETICE INOL i County ...
In: AUSTRALIA: 11 Beresford Rd., Btrathfield, N.8.'W. CANADA: 150 Briggeland Ave,, To

ronto 15, Ont, SOUTH

AFRICA: Private Bug 2, P.(. Elandsfonteln, Tranavaal, UNITED STATES: 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, M. ¥, 11201,
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