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"'t is already the hour for you to awake." 
-110"'''"0 13,11 

Volume XLIX London, England, February 22, 1968 Number 4 

"AT THE present time, do 
you think religion as a 

whole is increasing its infiuence 
on American life, or losing its 

WHY h 
The Churc 

ARE. influence?" 
This question was asked pe0-

ple in a nationwide survey last 
spring by the American Insti­
tute of Public Opinion. Fifty­
seven percent said they thought 
religion was "losing" influence. 
This represented a marked 
change of view. For, just ten Who is responsible? W~at will be the outcome? 
years before, when the same 
question was asked, only 14 percent 
thought religion was "losing" influence. 

Another poll conducted last year at 
Harvard and Radcliffe colleges by Pro­
fessor Gordon W. Allport, a specialist in 
social ethics, yielded similar results. Only 
59 percent of the Harvard. students and 
55 percent at Radcliffe, a nearby women's 
college, said they felt a need for religion. 
This compared with 76 percent of the men 
and 82 percent of the women who, in a 
survey some years before, said they felt 
a need for religion. A steady decline in 
church attendance reflects these changing 
attitudes toward religion. It is very clear 
that the churches in the United States are 
losing influence. 

Worldwide Loss of Influence 
In other countries the churches' loss of 

influence is even greater. In the Soviet 
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Union, for example, the once-influential 
Russian, Orthodox Church is entirely ig­
nored by the vast majority. And in Scan­
dinavian countries the churches' loss of 
influence rivals that in the SOViet Union. 
Official surveys indicate that in Sweden 
and Denmark, where the State Church is 
Lutheran, only abollt 3 percent of the 
population attend church regularly. 

The Roman Catholic Church's loss of 
influence is, in many places, almost as 
great. Regarding the situation in Spain, 
Newsweek of March 28, 1966, comments: 
"The gap between the church and the peo­
ple is widening .. According to a survey of 
15,000 industrial workers prepared by the 
anti-Franco Catholic Workers' Brother­
hood, only 7 per cent of the working class 
attend Mass on Sundays, while 89 ppl" 
cent consider themselves anticlerical." 

The Church of England, too, has been 
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in rapid decline. Less than 10 percent of 
the population regularly attend a place of 
worship in England. In 1966, Nicolas Sta­
cey, Rector of Woolwich, wrote: "In one 
downtown area of an industrial city there 
are twelve churches and twelve Parochial 
Church Councils and fifty-seven ill­
supported, struggling, and largely useless 
church clubs--all within a stone's throw 
of one another. The congregations of the 
twelve parishes could easily fit into one 
building. . . . If the Church is not to be 
dragged to the grave by the weight of 
these historic buildings around its neck, it 
must deconsecrate most of them cmd hand 
them over to the state." 

The Catholic church is following this 
cue. In Rotterdam, the Netherlands, the 
historic Rotterdam Cathedral was auc­
tioned off recently, and after it is demol­
ished a block of offices will rise in its place. 
The cathedral was ~l.lt \n 1'092 to hold a 
thousand people, but it had been quite, 
some time since more than seventy turned 
up for mass. Two other Netherlands ca­
thedrals are expected to follow Rotter­
dam's lead fairly soon. 

Merging to Survive 
In the United States dwindling congre­

gations have caused some churches to 
merge in order to survive. In Schellsburg, 
Pennsylvania, less than twenty-five per­
sons generally attended services at the 
United Church of Christ, Methodist, Pres­
byterian or Lutheran churches. So these 
four denominations agreed on compro­
mises in forms of worship, and merged. 

In Kansas City, Missouri, a First Pres­
byterian Church and United Church, both 
of which had declining congregations, 
worked out a merger. Eventually a Ro­
man Catholic and an Episcopal church 
were persuaded to join them in the union. 
In this instance, the four congregations 
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planned to meet in the same building, but 
retain their separate religious services. 

Also in Newark, New Jersey, Presby­
terian, Methodist and Episcopal churches 
are presently working toward a merger. 
Again the driving force behind the Wlion 
is the decreasing church''"attendance. Each 
of th~ churches can seat about 450 per­
sons, but the average attendance is about 
100. Methodist minister Travis Kendall, 
whose congregation united with the First 
Presbyterian Church in 1965, said that 
this kind of "yoked congregation" is in~ 
creasingiy necessary for "sheer survival." 

Loss of Confidence in Clergy 
Why is the very existence of the 

churches threatened in many places? Why 
have the churches lost so much influence 
in the past several years? Loss of confi­
dence in the religious leaders is a prin­
cipal cause. Fewer and fewer persons trust 
or respect them. Their conduct has turned 
millions away from religion. 

This Wlquestionably has been true in 
countries that have turned to atheistic 
communism. Now, however, it is also true 
in many other lands, including the United 
States. This was evidenced by a poll of 
2,000 Americans by Lou Harris and As­
sociates early last year-the results of 
which were called "a shocker." It showed 
that clergymen had fallen in Ilublk e~t~m 
and confidence to a rating below that of 
doctors, bankers, scientists, military lead­
ers, educators, corporation heads, and 
even local retailers. But why have clergy­
men, as a group, fallen to such low esteem 
in ev"en non-Communist countries? 

Downgrading the Bible 
A principal reason is that they have 

downgraded the Bible as the reliable Word 
of God. Really. there is hardly a Bible 
teaching that clergymen have not claimed 
is a myth, or is untrue. Some even openly 
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say that they' believe "God is deat!." And 
instead of endorsing the Bible's moral 
code, more and more of them are advo­
cating the so-called ','new morality." 

According to this clergy-made philoso­
phy, "Nothing cim of itself always be la­
belled as 'wrong.' . . . the only intrinsic 
evil is lack of love." Therefore, theologian 
Joseph Fletcher explains: "One enters in­
to every dec~sion-making moment ... pre­
pared in one's freedom to suspend and 
violate any rule except that one must as 
responsibly as possible seek the good of 
one's neighbor." Endorsing this philoso­
phy, many clergymen justify fornication 
and adultery when a person feels that such 
action is demonstrating neighbor love. 
They thus ignore the Bible's unequivocal 
corrunand: "Abstain from fornication." 
-1 Thess. 4:3. 

Even homosexuality is excused by dis­
ciples of the "new morality." From time 
to time individual clergymen have pub­
licly condoneu homosexual acts, but re-­
cently entire groups of them have indicat­
ed approval. For example, in a front-page 
New York Times article of NQvember 29, 
1967, ninety Episcopalian priests were re­
ported to have generally agreed that the 
church should classify homosexual acts 
between consenting adults as "morally 
neutral." A leading clergy spokesman ex­
plained: "A homosexual relationship be­
tween two consenting adults should be 
judged by ... whether it is intended to 
foster a permanent relationship of love." 
Yet God's Word plainly, and without 
qualifications, declares that homosexual 
acts are wrong, saying that "men who lie 
with men" will not inherit God's kingdom. 
-1 Cor. 6:9, 10. 

How corrupting this clergy philoso­
phy! And with what dreadful conse­
quences! The Christian Century of May 
17, 1967, observed: "One of the nation's 
well known psychiatrists-Francis ,J. 

FEBRUARY 22, 1968 

BraceIand or HartfOrd, Connecticut-told 
a three-day national ,Methodist Convoca­
tion in Medicine and -Theology held in 
Rochester, Minnesota, that premarital 
sexual relations resulting from exposure 
to the so-called new morality have greatly 
increased the number of young people in 
mental hospitals ... The psychiatrist was 
reminding the clergy that sex is not a 
toy but an immensely creative or destruc­
tive power." 

Instead of providing the wholesome 
moral guidance found in God's Word, the 
clergy deserve reprimanding for teaching 
a useless, corrupting human philosophy! 
No wonder people are. becoming disgusted 
with them. And this undoubtedly is a 
major reason for the churches' loss of 
influence. 

Meddling in Worldly Affair8 
A second major reason why the clergy 

have fallen to such low esteem is their 
meddling in political affairs, which is not 
the business of a minister of God. Jesus 
Christ did not try to tell political rulers 
how to run their governments or cities, 
nor did he lawlessly "demonstrate" in or­
der to change laws. Neither did his first­
century followers, even though many so­
cial injustices existed at the time. Early 
Christians heeded Jesus' words: "You are 
no part of the world."-John 15:19. 

However, the clergy today ignore Jesus' 
words. Observed the Baltimore Evening 
Sun, November 7, 1966: "Church bulle­
tins spell out specific stands on issues, 
tract racks are stuffed with election infor­
mation, and position papers have been cir­
culated among clergymen of different 
faiths and denominations." One membe:r 
of the Congress complained that church 
leaders maintain lobbies in Washington, 
D.C., and try "to dictate to Congress the 
kind of legislation which should be enact-
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ed on almost every conceivable economic, 
social and political subject." 

Is it any wonder that government lead­
ers are angered by such meddling in af. 
fairs that are not the business of the cler­
gy? In South Africa, government leader 
Ben Schoeman exploded: "We are grow­
ing tired of political bishops. They use 
their pulpits to justify their dirty attacks 
on the government. If ministers of reli­
gion want to take part in politics, let them 
step down on to the political platform." 

However, instead of heeding the coun­
sel to mind their own business, the clergy 
have become more militant, even encour­
aging lawlessness in order to achieve their 
goals. For example, at the Conference on 
Church and Society in July 1966, held in 
Geneva, Switzerland, under the auspices 
of the World Council of Churches, this 
statement was issued: 

"In many cases where legislation vio­
lates an acceptable constitution, and no 
speedy means of legal relief are available, 
the Christian may be caUed to civic dis­
obedience (sit-down strikes, passive dis­
obedience or deliberate violation of laws). 
In cases in w1:lich the constitution itself 
is inadequate, the Christian is called to 
work for its amendment in the interest of 
fi-rmer guarantees of human rights. Where 
such changes are impossible, the Chris­
tian may come to the conclusion that he 
has no alternative but to violate the con­
stitution." 

How unlike Jesus Christ, who never en­
couraged Christians to take the law into 
their own hands and to try to change leg­
islation by lawless deeds~ The clergy are 
simply expressing their own fallible opin­
ions. It is no wonder, therefore, that many 
have become disgusted with them and the 
churches they represent. More and more 
persons are beginning' to see that the 
churches are completely devoid of spiri-
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tuallty, and have no real value. What, 
then, will happen to the churches? Are 
they doomed? 

A Terrible Fate 
For centuries professed Christianity has 

brought dishonor upon God and Christ. 
Horrible crusades, wicked inquisitions and 
oppression of the peoples have been car­
ried on. To achieve their goals, the church­
es have violated the instructions of Christ 
and formed alliances with tQe State, be­
coming a part of the general machinery of 
governments. (John 15:19) Political rul­
ers have welcomed this arrangement, 
since, with religion's blessing, the support 
of their subjects was encouraged. But now 
circumstances are changing. 

The churches are losing influence. No 
longer are the clergy so highly respected 
and listened to -by the people. According to 
God's sure Word of prophecy, the political 
rulers soon will realize that they have no 
nee:d for the churches, and will turn upon 
and devastate the entire world empire of 
false religion, which is depicted in the 
Bible as a harlot called "Babylon the 
Great."-Rev. 17:3-5, 16, 17. 

Alr:eady some, even of the clergy, can 
see the approaching end. Said clergyman 
Stephen H. Fritchman: "The secular es­
tablishment, the state . . . sees the use­
fulness of organized religion with its ma­
jestic claims of moral sanctiqn, and are 
loathe to let it go. But go it will because 
its inner strength of commanding the 
faithful to total obedience has died or is 
well along the road toward death. The 
church's vast cathedrals, its billions in 
wealth, its army of ministers, cannot save 
it."-Los Angeles Times~ December 19, 
1966. 

With certain destruction facing the un­
faithful churches of Christendom, what 
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course will you take? First of alII heed the, 
Bible's command to separate from doomed 
Babylon the Great.-Rev. 18:4. 

But do not conclude that all religion is 
useless. There is a Christian. organization 
today that upholds the Bible as God's in­
fallible Word, and heeds Jesus' instruction 

LET a child 
choose his food, 

a.nd what would he 
be eating? Candy, 
ice cream, cake, soda pop and suchlike. Of 
course, no wise parent would pennit his 
child to subsist on su~h a diet but would 
require him to eat also what is best for 
him, wholesome food l including fruits and 
vegetables. 

Should not parents and other grown­
ups apply the same wisdom to their own 
eating habits? Surely all of us should 
want to take good care of our bodies so 
that as long as possible we may enjoy 
optimum health, being able to discharge 
our obligations to God and to our fellow­
man to the best of our ability. 

Of course, that involves a number of 
things. Needed are sufficient sleep, relax­
ation and rest, adequate physical exercise, 
proper mental and emotional habits, avoid­
ance of tobacco and narcotics, moderation 
in the use of alcoholic beverages, and 
proper food. 

But do we really need to give much 
thought to what we eat? Not according 
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to keep separate from the world. Its peo­
ple are noted for their exemplary con­
duct. This religion is that of Jehovah's 
witnesses. You owe it to yourself and your 
family to attend thejr meetings, and see 
if this is not the true religion of which the 
Bible speaks. 

to some of America's foremost medical 
authorities. Thus the Council on Foods of 
the American Medical Association states: 
"Simply choose foods from the four basic 
groups: milk, meat, vegetables and fruit, 
and bread and cereals. These foods offer 
a wide variety and assure us the basics of 
a healthfUl diet." And says the United 
States Food and Drug Administration: 
"The American food supply is unsurpassed 
in volume, variety and nutritional value. 
In fact, Americans have to go out of their 
way, nutritionally speaking, to avoid being 
well-nourished. " 

But not all agree with such statements. 
Among these is Con8Umer~ Bulletin. Re­
garding foods being consumed by the 
American public, it had the following to 
say in its August 1966 issue under the 
heading "Overuse of Sugary, Starchy 
Foods": 

"Sugar and refined starches are the 
chief enemies of good nutrition in almost 
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all places where a so-called civilized diet 
prevails .... Sugar" common starchy foods 
and commercial fats are all highly unnat­
ural foods. Though constituting 90 perceI\t 
of the intake, they provide less than 1/20 
of the essential nutrients ... required by 
the body for health. . .. The harm they 
do cannot be compensated by vitamins and 
minerals added by the food manufacturer 
for 'sales appeal.' ... As far as practicable 
the carbohydrates consumed should be in 
natural mixture with vitamins, minerals, 
fibrous material, as in vegetables and 
fruits." 

The foregoing remarks by a matter-of­
fact, nonprofit research organization that 
scientifically tests for consumers every­
thing from autos to zippers -raise some 
questions. Could it be that, after all, mod­
ern civilized man is not as well nourished 
as he thinks he is? Could it be that the 
kind of food he eats has a bearing on the 
prevalence of heart disease, cancer and 
nervous a1fiictions? What are the facts? 

That modern man's diet might not be 
so ideal after all is implied by ,the policy 
of such men as Dr. T. K. Cureton, Ph.D. 
As director of the Physical Fitness Re~ 
search Laboratory at the University of 
illinois and consultant to the President's 
Council on Physical Fitness, he could 
hardly be accused of being a food faddist 
or a quack. Concerning him we are told 
that, while featuring the value of physical 
exercise, he generally advises middle~ 
aged subjects "to increase their vitamin 
intake, especially vitamins Bl and C, and 
to add a daily ration of wheat germ and 
wheat~germ oil." 

Why Refined Foods? 
Why should it be necessary for Dr. 

Cureton to prescribe additional vitamins? 
Could it be because of the way modern 
foods, cereals in particular, are refined? 
This well could be the case in view of 
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what appeared in Scientific American, 
July 1953: 

"Cereal grains, like eggs and milk, are 
foodstuffs designed by nature for the nu~ 
trition of the young of the species. They 
represent a five~in~one food supply which 
contains carbohydrates, proteins, fats, 
minerals and vitamins. A whole~grain ce­
real, if its food values are not destroyed 
by the overrefinement of modern process­
ing methods, comes closer than any other 
plant product to providing an adequate 
diet." 

To what extent modern refining of 
whole~grain cereals robs tQem of vital nu­
trients can be seen in the case of wheat. 
A kernel of wheat consists of 83.5 percent 
endosperm, from which white flour is 
milled. However, this contains only 10 per~ 
cent ,of the proteins, fats, minerals and 
vitamins. And what about the rest of the 
kernel (the 15 percent bran and inner .coat 
and the 1.5 percent wheat germ) that is 
removed in the~ refining process? It ac~ 
counts for 90 percent of these valuable 
elements, including iron and phosphorus 
as well as the vitamins, such as B complex 
and E. This is a big nutritional loss. 

If modern refining thus impoverishes, 
why are such foods as cereals refined? For 
a number of reasons. For one thing, white 
refined foods are more appealing to the 
eye than are the darker natural foods. 
And there is also the matter of taste; re~ 
fined foods lend themselves more readily 
to fancy uses such as for cakes and pud~ 
dings. But the chief reason is that refined 
and degerminated fOQds keep better than 
unrefined foods; they are not nearly so 
likely to spoil. But this counts against 
their food value, for which reason a nu~ 
tritionist once said: "Eat only those foods 
which spoil or rot or decay but eat them 
before they do!" Pertinent here is .another 
remark of this same nutritionist: "Eat 
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what you should before you eat what you 
want to!" 

That refined foods are not so fine after 
all is not appreciated by many persons, 
as can be seen from their eating habits. 
Their lunch often consists solely of white­
bread sandwiches and soaa.' pop. In fact, 
the truth about refined foods has not al­
ways been appreciated by leaders in medi­
cine. Th,us at the turn of the century nu:;. 
tritionists spoke disparagingly of leafy 
vegetables, tomatoes and oranges. The 
poor were told that they could get along 
very well Wtthout them! 

But then the light gradually began to 
dawn on the professional medical nutri­
tionists., They discovered that there were 
such things as nutritional deficiency dis­
eases-beriberi and pellagra, for example. 
They found that chickens and pigeons fed 
on polished rice developed symptoms simi­
lar to beriberi and that when either un­
polished rice or rice husks or poJishings 
were fed to these birds they were at once 
cured. What was lacking was the vitamin 
B that is contained mostly in the husks 
of rice, even as it is primarily in the bran 
of wheat. Beriberi is still a common af­
fliction among people who live largely on 
polished rice and dried fish. So, too, when 
a ship with a cargo of white flour was 
wrecked in the Arctic, the Eskimos who 
salvaged it and lived almost exclusively 
on it while it lasted soon developed beri­
beri. After they returned to their usual 
diet the disease disappeared. 

Yes, it appears that refined foods are 
not so fine, for they are implicated in a 
host of ills from tooth decay to cancer. 
Leading dental researchers tell us that 
tooth decay is a disease of civilization, 
that white sugar is bad for the teeth and 
that Alaskan Eskimos or East Indians 
with good teeth are plagued with tooth 
decay upon moving to the cities. In 1932 
the natives of the Tristan du Cunha is-
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lands in the South Atlantic were eating no 
·refined foods. After, twenty years of re­
fined food, tooth deJay had increase:d in 
adults from 18 to 92 per thousand and in 
children from 1 to 226 per thousand. And 
in a series of tests reported on in Dental 
Abstracts, December 1966, it was found 
that the greatest improvement as regards 
gingivitis or inflammation of the gums 
was found in the group that eliminated 
refined carbohydrates, such as white flour 
and white sugar, and the greatest worsen­
ing of the condition was found among 
those who had added refined sugar and 
suchlike to their diet, Also, it was found 
that, during World War II, as white sugar 
was harder to' obtain tooth decay de­
creased. 

Refined foods also cheat the nervous 
system, as has already been noted in af­
flictions such as beriberi and pellagra. 
Thus the British Journal of Nutrition, 
September 1964, told of natives of Tan­
zania who were troubled with pins-and­
needles and burning sensations in their 
feet and were experiencing difficulty in 
walking. Investigations showed that all 
this resulted from their changing their food 
from corn (maize) that contafned 90 per­
c,ent.of the Whole grain to corn that was 
refined and contained only 60 percent and 
which was greatly deficient in the B. vita­
mins. The report stated that as the people 
of Tanzania changed to more of this re­
fined food they could expect more of such 
difficulties. 

Research has also shown that when the 
diet of children is improved by supplying 
the essential vitamins -and minerals that 
go by the board when foods are highly 
refined, their learning capacity is im­
proved. Among adults it was found that 
such an improved diet resulted in better 
work and fewer accidents. More than that, 
according to Schizophrenics Anonymous, 
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their affliction may be largely a deficiency 
disease due to a lack of niacin or nicotinic 
acid, whIch' is one of the chief B vitamins 
that is milled away in refining white flour. 
-Science New8~ March 26, 1966. 

Then again, there is more and more 
evidence that hypoglycemia, a condition 
in which there is too little sugar in the 
blood, resulting in a host of troublesome 
symptoms, is triggered, if not caused, by 
eating too many refined foods. As a result 
those suffering from this malady are ad­
vised to avoid all white sugar, candy, cake, 
pie, pastries, sweets and custards. It seems 
that these artificial sweets overstimulate 
in certain persons the glands known as 
the jslands of Langerhans, to produce too 
much insulin, resulting in a lack of sugar 
in the blood. 

That refined food& may also be impli­
cated in cancer is indicated by what Boris 
Sokoloff, Ph.D., M.D., has to say in 
his book Cancer~New Approaches~ New 
Hope. In it he tells of experiments in 
which it was found that "when rats and 
mice are kept on natural (stock) diet, 
they are less predisposed to develop can­
cer than are animals kept on purified 
feed." Fed a Icancer-producing substance 
and natural unrefined foods, only 30 per­
cent developed cancer in seven to eight 
months. But when ~ed refined foods, to­
gether with this cancer--producing sub­
stance, 90 percent developed cancer and 
died within six or seven months. He 
states: "Why the animals kept on a [re­
fined food] diet ,are more susceptible to 
cancer-producing substances is not known. 
No interpretation has so far been given to 
this quite intriguing and perhaps vitally 
important fact .... It is possib1e that some 
essential amino acids present in natural 
foodstuffs and replaced by synthetic sub­
stances play some role in the resistance 
to cancer formation." 
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Refined Foods Doubly Bad 
How could refined fpods' be doubly bad? 

In that they are not only deficient in 
valuable vitamins and trace elements but 
also contain injurious substances because 
of the refining process. A report that ap­
peared i~ the Medical World News of De­
cember 1966 pointed this out. 

It told that investigator Dr. H. A. 
Schroeder fOWld he was able to Counter~ 
act diabetes in rats and man by feeding 
them chromium or chromium chloride, 
and went on to say: "Chromium is abun-, 
dant at birth . . . Chromium deficiency 
may result from sugar refining and other 
food processing that involves superheat­
ing. . . . In refined sugar, he has found 
an almost complete absence of chromiwn, 
whereas the metal is present in natural 
sugar. Refined- sugar not only fails t6 pro­
vide chromium, but it may drain the body 
of its stores of the metal, since sugar re­
quires great quantities of chromium for 
its metabolism." 

And just the converse was found to be 
true of cadmium, a toxic metal that has 
been found to cause high blood pressure. 
The body contains none of it at birth btlt 
gradually accumulates it. From what 
sources? One of these is soft drinking wa· 
ter, which acquires it from mains and 
copper and galvanized-iron pipes. Another 
source is refined food. The ratio between 
cadmium and zinc is critical in high blood 
pressure, and "wheat refining and rice 
polishing, raise the cadmium concentra­
tion and lower the amoWlt of zinc in these 
grains .... Areas in the world where the 
major source of calorie~ is refined grains 
are apt to show a high incidence of hyper­
tension." 

In view of all the foregoing, how fine 
are refi'ned foods? Not at all fine! They 
may be more appealing to the eye and to 
the palate and they may not spoil, rot or 
decay as soon as do natural foods, but 
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when, It comes to giving what is needed of the white or light varieties; by usin'g 
for optimwn health it does seeni that unpolished rice inste;lrl of polished white 
highly refined. foods leave much to be de- rice; by using honey, molasses or dark­
sired. Housewives and mothers would brown sugar wherever practicable instead 
benefit their families, by enabling them of white sugar, and especially by supply­
to get more vitamins and minerals from jng dried fruits instead of devitalized 
foods, such as by generally choosing whole candies for the youngsters. Keeping good 
wheat and the darker rye bread instead health is worth a little thought and effort. 

AVAILABLE AT THE 

W'AWUfr 
lOUfSffJNDfNT 

IN KOReA 

SHOPW1rHTHE 
W'lOOEN OOO~7 

IMAGINE if it were possible to 
go into a store and purchase 

peace for the nations. Impossible! And 
yet, there is a shop that has as its avowed 
'purpose the securing of peace-The Shop 
with the WQOden Door. 

Panmunjom, which, literally translated 
from Korean, means "The Shop with the 
Wooden Door," is the site of the meetings 
of the Military Armistice Commission, 
whose mission is "to supervise implemen­
tation of the truce terms" between the 
United Nations Command and the Korean 
Peoples Army of North Korea. It is an 
armed truce, one of the longest in history. 

"Military and civilian personnel are per­
mitted to visit Panmunjom as guests of 
the United Nations Command daily ex­
cept Monday," says the pamphlet Armed 
Truce. "Here one can see the tragedy of 
the division of Korea and sense to the full­
est the reality of the Communist threat. 
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Application should be made to the Armis­
tice Affairs Division, Headquarters, Unit­
ed Nations Command." 

It is apparent that a visitor will prob­
ably be exposed to some propaganda from 
both sides; yet, if he will keep an open 
mind, a visit not only will prove interestJ 
ing but also might answer some questions 
that we have concerning the case for 
peace. 

Instead of choosing just any day for a 
visit, we heard that it is best to wait until 
there is a meeting of the Military Armis­
tice Commission. Then it is possible to see 
the representatives of each side actually 
face one another and hear their argu~ 

ments. One' such meeting was called by 
the Cdmmunists last year-the 242nd 
MAC meeting. We will attend it. 
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Bus Ride to Panmunjam 
The United States Anny bus that pro­

vides us with transportation thirtyooeight 
miles north to Panmunjom leaves the 
United Nations Command Headquarters 
in Seoul at 7:30 a.m. It swings into the 
overcrowded streets of a city already im­
mersed in the day's activity. We are re­
lieved when the bus breaks out of the city 
traffic into the quiet countryside. 

On-either side of the bus rice paddies 
range out toward the rugged mountains, 
and the mountains themselves, once burnt 
bald by war, are finally beginning to show 
some heavy growths of pines and other 
trees. This is pleasant; a comfortable, 
quiet ride through a peaceful coUntryside. 

Then one begins to notice military in­
stallations tucked into the rice paddies 
and the hills. They seem incongruous in 
this quiet pastoral scene, but the farther 
north the bus goes the more numerous 
they become. Excitedly one of the passen­
gers points to the left, and all the visitors 
crane to see artillery pieces on maneuvers 
belching smoke. Soon armored personnel 
carriers rattle down a side road to meet 
us, followed by a column of tanks. In sec­
onds the passengers are staring into the 
maw of a cannon mounted atop a tank. 

The bus stops before a long, single-lane, 
trestle bridge, and armed soldiers board 
the bus to check the passenger list. Across 
the Imjim River is the militarized zone. 
On eIther side of the narrow dirt road 
small signs, hanging from a single barbed 
wire, warn in English and Korean that 
the fields are all mined. Rice is no longer 
harvested from these paddies. It is a rath­
er barren section, and we are glad to be 
through it and arrive at our first destina-
tion, the base camp. ' 

Base Camp and Joint Security Area 
The base camp is an American Army 

camp just outside the Demilitarized Zone, 
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which is a neutral strip of land 4,000 me­
ters (about 13,123 feet) wide that winds 
151 miles across the peninsula of Korea 
and serves as a buffer between the North 
Korean Anny and the UN forces. The ac­
tual border, called the Demarcation Line, 
runs down the center of this zone. 

At the base camp the visitors receive 
coffee and a short briefing about Panmun­
jam. We learn that it was a small village 
destroyed in the Korean War. During the 
initial truce talks an area near the old 
village became a mutually agreed upon 
meeting place and has since served as 
such. It is located in the center of the 
Demilitarized Zone, is almost circular and 
is called "The Joint Security Area." 

Mter the briefing aU the visitors are 
given a sheet of paper upon which are 
listed instructions, such -as; No weapons, 
guns or knives are permitted in the Joint 
Security Area. No visitors may enter any 

,Communist buildings. Pictures may be 
'taken, but if a Communist soldier resents 
having his picture taken and shows it, 
stop immediately. Visitors may not talk 
to Communist soldiers. If a visitor is in 
any way threatened by a Communist sol­
dier, he should seek the protection of a 
UN Security Guard. After the guests have 
read all the instructions, they sign the 
paper at the bottom to show that they 
understand and agree to all the restric­
tions and then they receive a tag that 
reads "Visitor." This done, the barrier 
across the road is raised, and the bus 
moves past a UN guard post and into the 
Demilitarized Zone. 

The passengers begin to feel al'lticipa­
tion building up. In only a few minutes 
the bus moves past another UN outpost, 
and then straight ahead we see the first 
Communist outpost manned by two North 
Korean soldiers. Anticipation slowly gives 
way to the curious feeling that we OlIrM 

selves have entered the arena. 
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The bus parks in a dirt clearing be­
fore a white, newly built sg-ucture with 
a two-story, pagodalike to~r in the cen­
Iter and a single-story_ building on either 
side. Here we leave the bus, guided by a 
member of the United States Navy, who 
tells us that the white building was built 
by the South Koreans to beautify the 
otherwise drab meeting area. It is called 
"Freedom House" and, according to the 
pamphlet, "is meant to be a symbol of the 
hope for a peaceful reunification of the 
divided Korea under: a free and democratic 
form of government." 

From the tower of Freedom House the 
visitor is able to see almost the entire 
Joint Security Area. Just before him are 
seven rectangular, one-story, barrack­
type buildings in a row. Three belong to 
the Korean Peoples Army and are paint­
ed green. Three belong to the United Na­
tions Command and are painted blue. The 
one in the center is the Military Armistice 
Commission conference· building-this is 
where the actual meeting takes place. 

Around the buildings mill security po­
lice from both sides, mingled with the 
visitors and the press. Each side is per­
mitted no more than thirty-five security 
police on duty in the area at anyone time 
and they may carry only small arms. As 
we are watching, a formation of British 
soldiers in colorful uniform march out 
from a UN guard room and, with elabo­
rate arm-swinging and high-stepping ma­
neuvers, change the guard. The North 
Korean security police ignore the entire 
procedure. 

The guide pOints across the area into 
North Korea toward a building that looks 
like a summerhouse with a pagoda roof 
in the center of a small park. He tells us 
that the building was built by the North 
Koreans ostensibly as a recreation area 
but that its "real purpose" is for propa­
ganda reasons, hence its official designa-
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tion by the UN Command is "Propaganda 
Park." One may wonder what the Com­
munists call Freedom House. The guide 
then points to a round building on a small 
hill and explains that it is a- Communist 
guard post and that it was once the high­
est building in the Joint Security Area, 
but-and here there is a show of some 
pride-the Freedom House tower is now 
the highest structure by a few feet. 

Viewing the Conference 
The conference is under way when the, 

visitors arrive at the conference building. 
Along either side of the building are win­
dows that permit the visitor to hear and 
to watch the proceedings only a few feet 
from the participants. The building is di­
vided in the middle by a conference table 
whicn, in turn, is divided by a microphone 
cord that runs down the center. That 
cable marks the boundary between North 
and South Korea. An American general, 
flanked by a British general and a South 
Korean admiral, represents the UN side, 
while a North Korean general, assisted 
by a political adviser, speaks for the Com­
munist side. 

The UN general charges that the North 
Koreans are regularly attempting to in­
filtrate the'. UN lines and firing at UN 
positions. He then produces Russian-made 
weapons, equipment and bloody uniforms 
taken from the bodies of North Korean 
soldiers that were shot as they allegedly 
attempted to infiltrate south. As the 
lengthy report is translated into Korean, 
the North Korean general ignores the evi­
dence as if it were not there and ignores 
the UN offer to return the bodies of the 
dead soldiers. He seems bored. 

Then it is his turn. After visibly mus­
tering his fiercest countenance and point­
ing his. finger, he denies the charges. Then 
he reads a long paper that has nothing to 
do with the charges and basically re-
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hashes claims of 'American imperialism 
and involvement in the Vietnamese War. 
We observe that the Communists mainly 
work from prepared docwnents. Now it 
is the UN general's turn to look bored. 

At one point in the proceedings the 
UN general hands the North Korean gen­
eral a South Korean newspaper that con­
tains a news item datelined New York, 
which has as its headline, "Premier Hits 
Asian Reds as Gangsters." The story an­
gers the North Korean general, and he 
throws it back at the 

It soon becomes obvious that nothing 
is going to be settled, in spite of the 
wealth of words. So the visitors are load­
ed back into the bus and returned to the 
base camp for lunch. 

As it turned out, the visitors missed an 
mcident that occurred after they left. At 
the close of the meeting, as the UN gen­
erals were about to depart, a North Ko­
rean journalist defected by jumping into 
the car that was waiting to carry the 
British general back to the baSe camp. 

North Korean sol­
UN general. The UN 
general pushes it 
back again across 
the table to the Com­
munist side, and this 
time the North Ko-
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diers tried to drag 
him out of the car, 
but an American 
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jumped into the car 
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rean general crum-
ples up the paper and throws it at the UN 
general. 

This type of exchange has gone on for 
almost sixteen years. The negotiations for 
the truce itself took over two years and 
18,000,000 words, and in the ensuing thir­
teen and a half years, 242 MAC meetings 
and over 300 MAC secretaries meetings, 
where administrative problems and minor 
violations of the armistice are negotiated, 
have produced an almost incomprehen­
sible volume of words. This is compounded 
by the fact that every statement must be 
translated consecutively from English to 
Korean to Chinese in the case of the UN 
and from Korean to English to Chinese 
by the North Korean side. 

However, for those visitors who become 
weary of the word exchange there are 
plenty of subjects for photographing. They 
photograph gesturing generals and the 
scowling Communist soldiers. In fact, the 
entire area, with squads of soldiers march­
ing in and out, is viewed by many as a col­
orful spectacle, an international sldeshow 
that would have made American show­
man P. T. Barnum envious. 

14 

er to go, while a mili­
tary police captain knOCked down the two 
Communist soldiers. A barricade was hast­
ily erected at the last Communist outpost, 
and the North Korean security guards 
fired their pistols at the fleeing sedan, but 
it escaped by smashing through the barri­
cade and speeding on to UN lines. The 
journalist, believing that he was about to 
be purged, left behind a wife and three 
children. Another incident to supply fuel 
for angry debates. 

Impressions 
At the last CommWlist outpost, as the 

last Communist guard glares into the de­
parting bus, the visitors form definite and 
long-lasting impressions of what they have 
just seen. Both sides loudly declare peace 
as their motive. The Communists even 
brought into the Joint Security Area a 
flock of pigeons that they called "Peace 
Doves." However, they had trained the 
pigeons to land only on the green North 
Korean buildings-obviollSly a propagan­
da stunt. The UN confounded one flock 
of pigeons by painting the roofs of their 
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buildings another color. It would seem 
that both sides have abandoned hope that 
the United' Nations can ever bring about 
a pennanent peace and now are mainly 
interested in the propaganda value of the 
meetings. 

Then there are the meetings them­
selves. The deep-rooted bitterness of both 
sides is clearly evident, but yet there is 
a little lingering impression that they must 
be joking. Their actions are many times 
ludicrous, httm0rous, seemingly to be 
viewed merely as piqued children having 
a falling out and nothing more serious 
than that. One meeting was called by the 
Communists to complain that the UN sol­
diers were throwing snowballs at them. 

Tanks, heavy guns and a colwnn of 
grim, young soldiers move by the bus on 
their way to take their place on the line. 
Then one may recall the blood-caked uni­
tonns seen earlier that day and there is 
a sobering moment. No joke here; it is 

serious, deadly serious. Untold numbers 
of human lives are involved. 

And the questions-what of the ques­
tions to which visitors had hoped to find 
answers? Can places like Panmunjom 
bring about lasting, peace? The most en­
thusiastic reply from the supporters of 
these meetings is that the, meetings are 
better than the hot war' they replaced. 
Agreed, but the blunt fact is that, after 
thirteen ami a half years of debate on the 
subject in the general assembly, the Unit­
ed Nations has failed to find a formula 
for a peace treaty in Korea. How long ,can 
'the Shop with the Wooden Door hold back 
the flood of war? The case for peace is at 
best tenuous. 

It is a thoughtful journey back to Seoul, 
but we find it just as we left it: bustling, 
busy, and if any are aware that they live 
under the kuD, they do not show it. It is 
business as usual. ' 

Doctor Urges Col/eogues '0 "Be Consis'en'" 
• In the editorial of the July 1967 issue of the 
Cape County Journal, published in Missouri, 
Dr. J. K. Holcomb gave some excellent counsel 
to his fellow doctors. He said: "No doubt, we, 
as physicians, feel frustrated, even angered, 
when an obstinate patient refuses to accept 
what we would consider the preferred regimen 
of therapy. BUt, should we honestly feel this 
way when the patient cites a religious belief 
as the, basis for his reluctance to accept 
specific treatment? It we are honest with 
ourselves, we will admit that we settle for 
something less than ideal treatment with 
many patients in our day-to,-day practice. In 
other words, we do the best we can under a 
given set of circumstances. For example, we 
see an elderly individual in very poor physical 
condition with a carcinoma that surgical 
excision would offer best treatment. However, 
after weighing all factors and realizing that 
the patient is a poor risk surgically, we ofter 
radIation or other medical therapy-we do the 
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best we can under a gIven set of circum­
stances. If we can do this with respect to our 
medical convictions, shouldn't we likewise 
be willing to do the best we can when a 
patient's convictions, particularly religious 
ones, prevent our offering what we would 
consider the desired form of therapy? Usually, 
patients having religious reasons for not 
accepting blood transfusions, etc., are aware 
of the medical risks Involved in their decision, 
but are willing to accept those risks and ask 
only that we do our best. Certainly, these 
situations can present a trying ordeal for the 
physician, but I know of no medical-legal 
problems having arIsen when the circum­
stances were fully understood by both patient 
and physician. 

"In conclusion, shOUldn't we be consistent 
with ourselves and with our patients and be 
willing to offer the best treatment available 
with respect to the circumstances involved 
In each case we see?" 
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A DEATH in 
a family can 

cause an emo­
tional shock 
from which it takes a long 
time to recover, but deat~ al­
so can cause a lasting eco­
nomic shock. -In the United 
States the cost of a funeral 
can ,be so great that it be­
comes one of the major ex­
penditures a family makes. 
The average funeral and cemetery costs 
are about $1,450-no small amount for 
most American families. But whether you 
live in a country where the cOlt of dying 
is high or low, there are things you should 
know about funerals. 

Funeral establishments are in a highly 
competitive business because there are too 
many of them for the number of deaths 
that occur. In the United States there are 
25,000 funeral homes that employ 50,000 
licensed practitioners and 10,000 unli­
censed workers. These earn a living from 
approximately 1,800,000 deaths a year. 
That amounts to seventy-two funerals a 
year for each funeral home, a little more 
than one a week, but since some large 
funeral homes have more than this, the 
smaller establishments may not average 
even one fUneral a week. 

Faced with the high cost of building and 
maintaining an elaborate funeral home 
that may contain an organ and have an 
expensive hearse as well as other limou­
sines, the American mortician feels pres­
sured to get as much as p.ossible from every 
funeral. For tpis reason many morticians' 
have a sliding scale of prices that are de-
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term]ned by 
what they thiilk 
they can get 
from a customer. 

Usually in the' United 
States the cost of funeral 
services is included with 
the price of the casket 
that is selected. The 
mortician shows the 
family around a display 
room where caskets of 

different styles are carefully displayed in 
the best manner of salesmanship so as 
to feature the more expensive ones. Being 
a retailer of funeral goods and services, 
the mortician will naturally feature the 
expensive models and discourage interest 
in cheap ones. There are some funeral di­
rectors who will even play upon the emo­
tions of the family so they will feel obliged 
to make a costly choice. 

The final price that a family settles on 
for a casket and funeral services is not 
usually the total amount they will have 
to pay. To this figure will be added ex­
tras such as charges for flowers, gratui­
ties, use of the flower car, a burial vault, 
a grave marker, approximately $70 to 
$130 for opening and closing the graye, 
a mileage charge if the cemetery is be­
yond a certain distance, and so forth. If 
the family buys a grave through the 
mortician it may cost more than if they 
bought it directly from a cemetery, but if 
they do buy it direct from the cemetery 
what they pay will vary greatly with the 
type of cemetery they choose. 

A cemetery that is privately owned and 
operated for commercial purposes will 
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charge $150 and up for a grave. In one 
large commercial cemetery in the state 
of California the lowest-priced grave is 
$308, and medium-priced graves range 
from $435 to $650, to which is added 
a 10-percent charge for endowment care. 
In publicly owned cemeteries, however, 
graves are lower in price .. In the state of 
Minnesota, for example, they cost $28, on 
an average, including endowment care. 
Crypts in the mausoleums of commercial 
cemeteries may beQ'ln at :;;SOO. 

Must the Cost of Dying Be So High? 
T9 the American mortician and com­

mercial cemeteries the high prices are 
necessary because of their limited. 'num­
ber of customers and high overhead ex­
penses. The mortician feels that he must 
receive at least $500 as a minimum price 
to reimburse him adequately, and it ap­
pears that many morticians in this coun­
try have more or less agreed among them­
.selves on this minimum price. This has 
resulted in lawsuits' being filed by the 
United States Justice Department and the 
State of Wisconsin against the National 
Funeral Directors Association of the Unit­
ed States. The lawsuits charge the asso­
ciation with a conspiracy to eliminate 
competition by not permitting its 14,000 
members to advertise funeral prices. The 
state of Wisconsin contended that this 
policy was "for the purpOse of fixing and 
maintaining high prices" for funeral ser­
vices and for the commodities needed for 
funerals. The State also contended. that 
a funeral home can make money by charg­
ing $195 for a funeral. In a small com­
munity with few funerals, however, it may 
not ·be possible to make enough to stay' in 
business. 

That funerals in a large city can be 
handled for substantially less than the 
minimum, fee of $500 can be seen in the 
success that a number of funeral associa­
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tions have had' in contracting for JOW­

cost funerals for their members. Mamr of 
these associations have been organized by 
church people out of disgust for costly and 
elaborate funerals. Their personal choice 
was for something simple and inexpensive 
and yet dignified. They have been able to 
find morticians who are willing to provide 
the type of funerals they want for prices 
ranging from $100 to $200. A simple 
wooden coffin rather than an elaborate 
casket of metal or expensive wood is usu­
ally used. Such coffins are in popular use 
in England and other countries. In fact, 
metal caskets are rarely used in England. 
Funeral societies in Sweden claim to have 
reduced the average cost of funerals by 
about 50 percent. If a family wishes 
something better, that -also can be ar­
ranged. 

Savings in funeral costs are achieved 
not only by using an inexpensive, wooden 
coffin but also by foregoing embalming 
and restoration work on the body. Most 
of the common people in England and 
South America have funerals of this type. 
In England the more expensive funerals 
are around $280 and the minimum price 
is about $108. The east of cremation is 
about $15. In the United States the price 
for cremation averages about $60, to 
which might be added the cost of a con· 
tainer, which is around $55; a space for 
the container in a columbarium, which 
averages $85, and, of course, the price of 
a casket, which is bought even for cre­
mations. 

In some of the low·cost funerals in the 
United States the families agree to pri­
vate cremation or burial of the body, with 
a memorial service held later. They dis­
like the emphasis that 'is placed on a dead 
body in most funerals and the public dis­
play of it. By having a memorial service 
without the body being present they feel 
that the em;hasis is being placed on 
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spiritual matters instead of on the body. 
and, of course, the cost is less because 
embalming and restorative work is un­
necessary. 

People with different feelings like to 
have the body present. The type of fWleral 
a family may choose is a personal matter. 

Embalming and Restoration 
The mortician defends his practice of 

displaying a body by the argument that 
his restorative work on the body leaves a 
"beautiful memory picture" of the de­
ceased. But many people prefer to remem­
ber a loved one as he was when living, 
not when lying cold and still in a casket. 
They cherish the ,memory of him while 
he was healthy, laughing and active. Of 
course, it is not pleasant to look at a body 
that shows the ravages of disease or 
physical violence, such as from an auto 
accident. The mortician's skill at restota­
tion can erase the ugly appearance these 
make on a body. In doing so he uses cos­
metics, waxes, bleaches, dyes, plaster of 
paris, cotton padding, fillers that are 
pumped under the skin to fill sunken 
areas, sprays, and so forth. 

Before restorative work is done, the 
standard procedure is to embalm the body 
so it will last long enough for the funeral. 
This is not generally required by Ameri­
can law except in unusual circumstances, 
and, contrary to popular belief, it is not a 
sanitary measure that disinfects the en­
tire body. Because a dead body deterio­
rates rapidly, it is usually necessary to 
bury it within twenty-four hours in a 
warm climate unless it is embalmed or 
kept in a refrigerated morgue. By em­
balming it the funeral can be set for th~ 
or more days after death. This oftentimes 
is necessary so relatives living at a dis­
tance can be in attendance. For some per­
sons embalming removes any fear of a 
10Yed' one's being buried alive by mistake. 
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Today the embalming process is very 
different from the way it was done by the 
ancient Egyptians. The principal preser­
vative step they used was to-soak the body 
for seventy days in a chemical solution 
containing natron. Morticians now Use 
fonnaldehyde and other chemicals. The 
blood is removed land embalming fluid is 
pwnped into the body's arteries. A pre­
servative fluid is also pumped into the 
chest and abdominal cavities. 

How long the b,ody will keep after it is 
embalmed depends upon the strength of 
the solutions. The embalming that morti­
cians customarily do will not preserve a 
body for very long, nothing like the thou­
sands of years achieved by the ancient 
Egyptian embalmers. Usually' it is only 
adequate for allowing the body to be dis­
played for a few days. 

It might be well to note that some mor­
ticians might be thinking of eventually 
being able to sell for 'transfusion purposes 
the blood they take from some of the dead 
bodies they embahn. This possibility can 
be seen from an article that appeared in 
the maga,zine American Funeral Director 
of February 1963, which discussed the 
progress being made in the use of cadaver 
blood for transfuSions. If the use of such 
blood becomes more commonplace, a 
Christian family may feel obligated to 
get a signed assurance from the mortician 
that the blood of a loved one will not be 
used for anything. In some instances they 
might have to request that the body ~ 
buried or cremated without embalming so 
as to make certain that the blOOd will not 
be used in an unscriptural manner.-Acts 
15:19.20. 

Selecting a Mortician 
For a family to get the kind of funeral 

they want at a price that 'fits their pocket­
book, it is important that they not be 
hasty in calling a mortician to pick up 
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the body. Once he has It In his posseso/bn 
the family's position to negotiate for the 
best price Is gone. The wise thing to do 
is' to contact several morticians before 
permitting removal of the body. Then it 
will be possible to get the most conces­
sions in price and in funeral procedures. 
In view of the fact that this' is a bUsiness 
arrangement, it may be advisable to have 
a close friend negotiate for a price, as his 
thinking may not be as hindered by 
emotion. 

In some instances it family can foresee 
the need of a mortician's services. When 
this is possible, they can begin inquiring 
of various morticians and negotiating for 
a good price well in advance. When death 
finally strikes, they will know which mor­
tician to call, Rod he will know what their 
wishes are. In fact, a person can make 
such advance preparations for himself, but 
he should inform his relatives of them and 
of his wishes. 

A decision must also be made as to the 
kind of casket, or coffin, that wlll be used. 
Some caskets are made of heavy-gauge 
metal and have an airtight seal. They are 
more costly than those of thin metal or 
of an inexpensive wood. A sealed, airtight 
casket will not prevent a body from de­
caying, because anaerobic bacteria thrive 
where there is no air. ,These more ex­
pensive caskets also are likely to have 
iIUlerspring or soft foam mattresses, 
which a dead person is unable to appre­
ciate. An outer container, or vault of 
concrete or of some other dW'able ma­
terial, may be suggested by the mortician 
at an extra charge of $70 or more. It is 
not usually required by law, although 
some cemeteries might require it to pre­
vent the ground from eventually sinking 
when the casket disintegrates. Does the 
family want to pay for such things or do 
they prefer something that is plainer and 
less expensive? When deciding, they 
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might' keep In mind that an expensive 
cask~ Will not be seen after it is burled, 
and it cannot prevent a body from return­
ing to the dust from which man was made. 
-Gen. 3:19. 

Some families may not want to follow 
the customary procedW'e in the United 
States of having the open casket th,e cen­
ter of attention dW'ing the funerat ser­
vices but may request the mortician to 
keep the casket closed or perhaps in ao­
other room. As for viewing the body after 
the funeral service, the famUy may wish 
to leave that up to the personal wishes 
of those present. If some want·to view it, 
the casket could be opened briefly for 
their beneflt. Other families may have no 
objection to leaving the casket open dW'­
ing the entire .proceedings and permitting 
a public viewing of the body. It is a matter 
for personal chOice. 

There is also a custom among some 
people for family members to sit by the 
casket for a period while friends come to 
pay their respects to the dead person and 
express sympathy to the family. No fam­
ily should feel that this fatiguing custom 
is ScriptW'ally required of them. It would 
be more considerate of friends to call on 
thE! fatru1y at their home and not insist 
that they receive them by the body. The 
custom of staying by the body all night, 
called uthe wake," is a pagan custom; so 
true Christians do not practice it. 

Because ?f the Scriptural promise of 
the resurrection of the dead, Christians 
do not grieve excessively when a loved 
one dies, as do people who have no hope. 
(Acts 24:15; 1 Thess. 4:13) Neither do 
they become overly concerned about the 
body as if God needs it to resurrect the 
person. He made man from dust in the 
beginning, and he can provide bodies for 
the resurr:ected dead in the same mazmer. 

Although death is an enemy that no 
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one likes to see come into his family, it 
:t;leed not be a ca\lse for confm;ion and a 
great financial burden. That ca~ be pre­
vented by knowing someth.ing about fu­
nerals and how to keep their cost down. 

Bearing the grief that death brings can 
be made easier by alsQ knowing about the 
Scriptural promises of a resurrection and 
the time when, as "the last enemy, death is 
to be brought to nothing."-l Cor. 15:26. 

By 

B LINDNESS-an 
all-enveloping 

darkness! With this 
darkness comes inabili­
ty to lead a normal life, 
to do the things one 
once took for granted. 
From this tragic con­
dition comes need for 
guidance. What can be 
done to fill this need? 
That depends on the 
person who has lost his 
sight. The choice is 
largely his. 

"Awake!" correspondent 
In Hawaii 

blind one's happiness­
a guide dog. Guide dogs 
have freed thousands 
of the blind from their 
dependence on others 
and have opened up a 
whole new life, giving 
them eyes in the dark­
ness. 

One might choose to 
become part of the 
group of the blind 
whose chief interest in 
life is their handicap. Or one may follow 
the course of thousands, that of doing 
nothing. These persons stay at home and 
allow welI-meaning friends and relatives 
to wait on them hand and foot. 

But there is another course open, one 
that many blind persons have found to be 
most satisfying. That is to emp10y the 
services of an uncomplaining and loyal 
friend, a friend that would find joy in the 
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these and 
constitute 
guides. 

Selecting Guide Dogs 
Even though there 

are now a number 
of guide-dog agencies 
in various parts of the 
world, the basic char­
acteristics and training 
of dogs chosen for this 
service are very much 
the same. Female Ger­
man shepherds are 
generally used because 
of their intelligence, 
stamina and fidelity. 
Other dogs are some-
times used tha t meet 

other requirements, but they 
only about 5 percent of the 

Among some of the points conSidered 
important in characteristics are that the 
dog's face and head should express 
strength and alertness. Its hind feet must 
be strong and its ribs have to allow for 
chest expansion and yet not be so rounded 
'as to interfere with a person's gait. And, 
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necessarily, the dog must be in a healthy 
condition and have SPirit. Its coat must 
be easy to care for. 

These dogs combine beauty, intelligence 
and alertness to an unusual' degree. Anoth­
er qualitY',that is characteristic of these 
dogs is their willingness to keep trying 
something after all the fun has gone out 
of it, the desire to please continually. 
These are in addition to the other quali­
ties of fidelity, affection and Wlshakable 
devotion. 

All these qualities were shown recently 
in a remarkable dog. When a blind master 
noticed hesitancy in his dog's obedience, 
she was taken to the veterinarian. It was 
discovered that she was blind in both eyes 
from ,cataracts. After surgical removal of 
the cataracts, she continued her loyal ser­
vice to her blind master. 

There are many dogs that readily as­
similate lessons but are unsatisfactory for 
guiding the blind; They lack certain es­
sential qualities. For example, the French 
poodle. Although recognized for its pre­
cision obedience, it shows blind obedience 
and does not usually know when to dis­
obey. To illustrate: If a blind man were 
approaching an open manhole, not know­
ing of its existence, he )Vould command. 
"Forward." The poodle would obey such 
conunand, jumping the manhole and lead­
ing his blind charge into tragedy. 

The guide dog not only must be able to 
assimilate education but must be able to 
use what it has been taught in a way 
that will not endanger its blind master. 
It must be able to determine when a 
course of procedure would be dangerous 
to follow and to select the safe course. 

Training Begins 
After selection of the right dog, a pe­

riod of about three months' training he­
gins. The animal is first completely house­
broken. Then training in obedience starts. 
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She is taught that when she is in \!arness 
she is at work. She must absolutely ignore 
any distractions such as other animals or 
noises that might divert h~r attention. 
She learns that, no matter what her own 
feelings are, she is never to desert her 
master to fight or to play. 

Next the dog learns directional orders, 
fetching, sitting and lying down .• Guide 
dogs are all excellent remevers. 

The first days in harness are spent in 
learning to come to a complete "sit" at 
every curb so that her master will know 
that the block is finished and to enable him 
to get his bearings and decide which di­
rectional command to give. This is prob­
ably the most difficult lesson for the dog 
irr the whole course, it not being at all 
natural.for a dog to stop for a curb. Ctu"bs 
are a matter of vital concern, as this is 
the compass point for a 'blind man. From 
the curb he gets his bearings. He has a 
mental picture of where he is going and 
knows how many blocks away his desti­
nation is. When he is in doubt, he only 
has to ask someone. He mentally keeps 
track of the number of blocks and direc­
tion as his dog guides him. 

Dogs are color blind, so it is impossible 
for them to tell the color of traffic lights. 
The blind man tells by the sOWld in which 
direction the traffic is going, but if he 
shOUld mistakenly conunand "Forward," 
the training his dog has received will 
cause her to disobey this command, so 
as not to lead him into moving traffic. 

A noteworthy feature of this period of 
training is watching the dog avoid over­
hangiI~ obstacles under which she .herself 
could easily pass but which would injure 
her taller master, such as door frames, 
low roofs, wires, awnings, and so forth. 

The dog always works on the left side 
of the master between him and the pedes­
trian traffic, down the center of the side~ 
walk. If the crowd is thick, coming in 
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either direction, after slowing down, it tne 
people'do not make way for her and her 
master, she will stick her head into the 
crowd until It divides. If they do not giv~ 
room, she bumps them. She drops back 
al a crowded curb to give her master 
enough clearance so he will not have to 
touch anyone. At driveways as· well as 
alleys she slows down and glances up them 
so that no car can sneak up suddenly upolj1 
her master. 

After being taught obedience she is then 
taught intelligent disobedience. She must 
determine if carrying out a command 
would be dangerous to her master. Many 
a blind man has given an order in the face 
of unseen danger and had his life saved 
when his dog refused to budge or pressed 
against his legs to protect him. 

The dogs are trained not to walk on the 
grass when there is a sidewalk, never to 
pause and sniff at hydrants and are tested 
with regard to loud noises. A dog thrown 
into panic by any loud noise or sudden 
backfire of an automobile would be un­
reliabl~ to guard the safety of a blind man 
in an emergency. 

The acid test is when the trainer puts 
on a blindfold and lets the dog lead him 
through traffic, relying entirely on her 
judgment to master the traffic. Threading 
her way through thronged sidewalks, she 
does not so much as brush pedestrians. 
She leads him through revolving dpol,'S, up 
stairways, around car bwnpers, mailboxes, 
and so forth. All this leaves many ob­
servers speechless. 

It has been found that if the instructor 
teaches his dog with his eyes always open, 
unconsciously by moving a hand or an 
ann he gives signals that the dog comes 
to expect. This causes the dog to hesitate 
witho~t the hand signal. Since blind. per­
sons give no such. signals, it is seen that 
the blindfold test is important. 

~ 

Keady lor Her Master 
Now the guide dog is ready for her new 

master, who also has been in training for 
some time, to prepare for hls new "eyes." 
Some weep from joy or hope when they 
are introduced to their dogs. The new 
master must now win her affection. From 
this time on the dog must learn that thi8 
isl the hand that will feed it and thi8 is the 
voice it must obey. 

The new master must make sure that 
it is aways a pleasure for his dog to be 
with him by praising her as her trainer 
has done for each command she obeys. 
As Booth Tarkington once said when 
praising the seeing-eye dogs: "Incidental­
ly, the habit of bestowing praise is a very 
beneficial one for hwnan beings to ac­
quire; it is likely to enlarge their hearts." 
When one sees a blind person change from 
a besitant, unsure, shuffling walk to a 
brisk, confident one, all because of a dog 
in a harness at his side, one begins to 
understand the depth of affection between 
these two. Until they are ready to be en­
tirely on their own they will be trained 
and observed by the trainer. 

Many have asked, Does the dog really 
know that her master 'is blind? The evi­
dence indicates, Yes. Trainers in different 
parts of the world agree on this. It is said 
that even though a dog may be sleeping 
she will get up and move out of the way 
of blind persons other than her own mas­
ter but will not move at all for those who 
see. 

What are the requirements for obtain­
ing a seeing-eye dog? They vary according 
to where one lives, as different guide-dog 
agencies have their own regulations for 
obtaining a dog, and inquiry wouldl have 
to be made to each. Here. in Hawaii, for 
example, it costs about $1,800 to train 
each dog, but a guide-dog organization 
here provides a dog free of charge to any 
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blind person seventeen years of age 01" 

older in the Pacific area. 
You might ask now, "With such a won· 

derful service available, why doesn't every 
blind person have a guide dog?" Surpris­
ingly, even if they qualify, some persons 
do not want one. The reasons vary con­
siderably. Some families, out of pride, 
would rather have the blind one stay at 
home and thus not advertise his blindness 
in public with a dog. Then there are some 
blind persons who enjoy being waited on. 
With others it may be indifference. Deaf­
ness would prevent one from usin'g a guide 
dog, as the blind person also needs his 
sense of hearing to help avoid danger. 
Also, some ,people just do not like dogs. 

THE ten-day triennial convention of the 
Episcopal Church of the United States 

was nearing its end. Its 'eleventh-hour' , , 
session proved to be its stormiest, for the 
delegates were deeply divided over just 
what kind of resolution on the Vietnam 
War the convention should adopt. The' 
final versian left many extremely dissat· 
isfied. As the delegates left the session 
late that night they were confronted with 
youths displaying such signs as "Pius But 
Impotent," "Christians Had Guts," and 
"The Church Is a Bummer." However, not 
a few felt even stronger about the way 
the convention sidestepped a far more im-
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Approximately one percent of the blind 
population of about 350,000 in the United 
States currently use dog guides, and, ad­
ditionally, under one percent are both 
qualified and interested in obtaining dog 
guides in the future. There is gene~y 

, no evidence of undue waiting on the part 
of a qualified blind person who seeks a 
dog ,guide. In Hawaii there is no waiting 
list at all. 

A growing number of blind persons 
throughout the world are seeking and. ob­
taining seeing-eye dogs, enabling them to 
live a more normal life-thanks to the re­
markable guide dogs .that provide eyes in 
the darkness. 

portant issue, that of heresy, as though 
doctrine were no longer important to their 
church. 

The Episcopal Church claims apostolic 
succession and, might be said to stand 
halfway between the Church of Rome and 
other Protestant denominations. However, 
in it is one minority group that is very, 
very close to the Church of Rome both in 
language and ritual and another minority 
group that is very close to the Evangelical 
Protestants. Its clergy, who wear robes, 
are known as priests, but are allowed to 
marry. The Episcopal Church in various 
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lands has its presidjng bishop who is 
termed "first among equals" as to other. 
bishops, even as the Archbishop of Can­
terbury, the presiding bishop of Great 
Britain, is the "first among equals" in a 
gathering of presiding bishops, as at the 
Lambeth Conference. 

The Episcopal Church or Anglican Com­
munion, 'as it is also called, claims a 
worldwide membership of 47 million, of 
which 3.5 million belong to the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the United States. 
This church held its 62nd triennial conven­
tion in Seattle, Washington, September 
17-27, 1967. Present were three bodies, 
the House of Bishops, the House of Depu­
ties (consisting of an even number of oth­
~r clergy and lay delegates) and the Epis­
copal churchwomen, who, however, ~ad 
no voting privileges. , 

While convention publicity gave the im­
pression that the church was doing well, 
not all reports were grounds for optimism. 
Thus, as reported in Newsweek, October 
2, 1967, the delegates learned that there 
had been a continual decrease over the 
past five years in the number of baptisms, 
confirmations and converts. They also 
heard that financial pledges to the church 
were not keeping up with the increased 
prosperity of the United States. 

Far from optimistic also was the report 
on the training of ministers and the con­
ditions of the church's seminaries, the re­
sult of an eighteen-month study by an 
eleven-member committee under the di­
rection of Dr. Pusey, president of Harvard 
University and one of the 'lay' delegates. 
It showed, he stated, that their church 
was having a leadership crisis. "Our re­
port is essentially a call to all of us who 
are Episcopalians to take ourselves in 
hand, to cease making excuses and to face 
up to the basic task of seeking how we 
may attract, prepare and decently sup­
port the self-sacrificing ordained leader-
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ship we need." He further noted that 'lay' 
people have "an increasing tendency to 
look to other kinds of professionals 'for 
advice and leadership in what they COD­

sider the serious affairs of life . . . Does 
not this speak volumes about the reduced 
respect accorded to men of the cloth in 
our society?" 

Differences of Opinion 
Visiting the convention for several days 

was the Archbishop of Canterbury, Ar­
thur Michael Ramsey.' Among the state­
ments he made at the convention was: 
"We must affirm the living, unChanging 
God of the Bible .... We must make God 
known to the many, many people who 
need him so despe:t:ately." 

It is indeed true that many people need 
to know God, but it may well be asked to 
what extent this Episcopal triennial con­
vention did more than pay lip service to 
the Gop. of the Bible when it came to 
heeding Bible principles. For example, the 
apostle Paul counseled Christians at Cor­
inth: "I exhort you, brothers, ... that 
you should all speak in agreement, and 
that there should not be divisions among 
you, but that you 'may be fitly Wlited in 
the same mind and in the same line of 
thought." (1 Cor. 1:10) Did this conven­
tion's delegates adhere to this apostolic 
injunction? Hardly! 

Not that this was surprising, for as one 
leading Episcopal publication noted right 
after the convention, "This is a very free 
Church-the most spacious one in Chris­
tendom." Thus the convention itself had 
an official paper published every day, call­
ing it The Daily. At the same time the 
'high church' minority within this church, 
and which calIs itself the American 
Church Union, also published a daily at 
the convention, The American Church 
News~ an unofficial publication competing 
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with the official publication and presenting 
its own view of matters! 

There was strong dJfference of opinion 
as to the church's gett~g more and 'more 
involved in civil rights and like issues. 
Concerning the divisive Vietnam War 
issue, the convention Daily said: "Two 
dozen speakers enunciated virtually every 
point of view conceivable on the Vietnam 
war and what they individually thought 
the Church ougqt or ought not to say 
about it." And said the public press: "If 
there was anguish at the convention it was 
over the Vietnam war. The churchmen 
wrestled with a statement on the war 
until the '11th hour.' There was deep di­
vision over America's role in S~mth Viet­
nam." 

A failure to be 'united was also seen in 
regard to the Episcopal Church's uniting 
with other churches. A press report stat­
ed: "Bishops made it clear yesterday­
but not unanimously-that they are seri­
ous in pushing along the road to Church 
unity." One of them in favor of it stated: 
"It is difficult to conceive that some day 
our beloved Episcopal Church will no 
longer exist, but that day will come." Es­
pecially did a number of delegates dis­
agree with Archbishop Ramsey that he 
could foresee 'a world of Christians united 
in one church with a non-infallible pope 
as presiding bishop,' although such a 
union may still be far away. 

The Heresy Issue Sidestepped 
The heresy issue came up at this con­

vention first of all because of ex-bishop 
James A. Pike's statements as to what he 
believes. And what does he believe or not 
believe? Among other things he denies the 
inspiration of the Scriptures, denies the 
virgin birth of Jesus Christ and that his 
is the only name under heaven whereby 
man can be saved. Pike also claims to 
have spoken to his deceased son, a suicide~ 
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with whom he had been very Close, by 
means of a spirit ·mediwn, and so sub­
scribes to spiritism. 

But did his colleagues, the bishops, 
forthrightly censure these teachings, all 
of which go contrary to their Creed, not 
to say anything about their being at vari­
ance with the Word of God, the Bible? 
No, they only 'slapped his wrist,' as it 
were, by reporting that Pike's writings 
"on profound realities ... too often were 
marred by caricatures of treasured sym­
bols ... by cheap vulgarization of great 
expressions of faith." In other words, it 
was not what he said but how he said it 
that was censurable. So they did not 
think I that Pike's "often obscure and con­
tradictory utterances warrant the time 
and the work and the wounds of a trial." 
In a similar vein Archbishop Ramsey 
chose to dismiss Pike's 'heresy' as "super­
.(icial stuff . . . Pike is not a profound 
thinker or a great scholar. The heresy 
charge against Pike advertises the man 
and his work and gives it an importance 
it doesn't deserve." 

At the convention Pike charged that 
"thousands of clergy, inside and outside 
'this Church are waiting to have' this 
sword of Damocles,"* that is, the charge 
of heresy, "taken off the head of theologi­
cal honesty," and charged Archbishop 
Ramsey with prejudice and termed his re­
marks about him as "nonsense." And 
smarting because of the bishops' censure, 
mild as it was, Pike demanded either a 
clearing of himself or a trial. Stunned, the 
bishops evolved a compromise that satis­
fied Pike. They made a new rule that 
from now on a bishop could be tried for 
heresy only if ten bishops (instead of 
three) Signed a statement charging here­
sy, after which two-thirds of all the bish-

• "The sword suspended by a single hair over the 
head of Damocles, gu~st at a sumptuous banquet given 
b~ Dionysius ... Greek tyrant of Syracuse. as a re­
mmder of the lIl;!eeurlty ot a tyrant's happiness," 
-Webster, 
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ops had to sign a request for a heresy 
trial before such a one could take place. 
This new rule made heresy trials, in effect, 
a thing of the past" at least as far as a 
United States Episcopal bishop was con­
cerned. 

This action of the bishops at the con­
vention again underscored the lack of 
Wlity of thought within the Episcopal 
Church. Thus The Living Church lament­
ed that such an action by the bishops was 
saying "to the world that the Episcopal 
Church is no longer concerned with what 
its official teachers teach-this being mere 
opinion, mere doctrine, and therefore not 
important." 

Why Did They Sidestep the Heresy Issue? 
Why did these bishops lay themselves 

open to charges by their fellow churchmen 
that they no longer believed that doctrine 
was important? As The Living Church 
edHoriaIized, no doubt there were some 
bishops who actually believed that there 
is no such thing as heresy anymore. But 
certainly not all of ,them, for the editors 
tell of speaking with scores of bishops 
who privately "admitted that they were 
voting for peace in our time." "If this 
was the case, their action was unprin­
cipled and pusillanimous," the editors 
charged. Yes, without a doubt many a 
bishop sidestepped the heresy issue be­
cause of not wanting to get involved in 
a fight over doctrine. WJ:to knows how 
many enemies such an issue might make 
for him? But in refusing to make Pike's 
heresy an issue the bishops betrayed that 
they were being motivated by policy rath­
er than by principle. 

While emotionalism and persona1ity 
might have swayed others, even as some 
charged, without a doubt the chi'ef reason 
for the bishops' sidestepping the heresy 
issue was that so many of them believe 
to a greater or lesser extent just as Pike 
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himself dQes. In fact, this was intimated 
by ·the very wording of Pike's censure in 
the first place. 

The fact is that for, some twenty years, 
ever since his ordination as an Episcopal 
priest-he had at one time studied for the 
Roman Catholic priesthood and had be­
come a lawyer-Pike has been in trouble 
with his Episcopal colleagues. On at least 
four different occasions he has been 
charged with heresy. Why nothing has 
ever come of these charges Pike intimates 
in his latest book If This Be Heresy. In 
it he tells of a fellow bishop who wrote 
him saying in effect: "We know these 
things, Jim, but don't let 'the little people' 
know." In this regard Pike has a point in 
speaking of theological honesty. 

But in another respect Pike is incon· 
sistent. He professes to be a Christian but 
he certainly is not a Christian by Biblical 
standards, as judged by the original Book 
that tells us about Jesus Christ and his 
teachings. Jesus said: "I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me." Of his 
Father's Word he said: "Your word is 
truth." The apostle Peter stated: "There 
is not another name under heaven. that 
has been given among men by which we 
must get saved." And the apostle Paul 
said: "Let God be found true, though 
every man be found a liar."-John 14:6; 
17:17; Acts 4:12; Rom. 3:4. 

What is apparent from all this? Simply 
this, that those who still have faith in the 
Bible must look elsewhere for instruction 
in it. They are, admittedly, a divided 
house, and Jesus said that "if a house be­
comes divided against itself, that house 
will not be able to stand." Why put your~ 
self in line to fall with it? Heed Jesus' 
warning: "Let them be. Blind guides is 
what they are. If, then, a blind man guides 
a blind man, both will fall into a pit." 
-Mark 3:25; Matt. 15:14. 
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ONE of the modern trends in religion 
is to dismiss the very idea of there 

being any such thing as heresy. Is this 
trend, in keeping with the Scriptures or 
is it harmful? 

According to the modern view, the out~ 
standing thing about Jesus Christ was 
that he was "the man for others," and so 
they contend that all that God requires 
of us is to work for the betterment of 
others. socially, politically and economi­
cally. But nothing could be more removed 
from the teaching of Jesus and his apos­
tles than the idea that right doctrine is 
not important. In fact, it might be said 
that, even as the "God is dead" view has 
greatly weakened the faith of many in 
God, so the view that there is no more 
such a thing as heresy has greatly weak­
ened the faith of many in the Bible as 
the Word of God. 

True, in times past the charge of heresy 
was used cruelly to persecute many in the 
n~e of religion, as in the case of. the 
Spanish Inquisition. But the mere fact 
that in times past many people were tor­
tured on the charge of heresy does not 
mean that there is no such thing as heresy 
and that untruth and faIse doctrine must 
be tolerated among' God's worshipers. 
The Scriptures not only stress the impor­
tance of healthful teaching, but they also 
speak against all false teaching.-2 Tim. 
4:3; Titus 1:9; 2:1. 

Jesus stressed the importance of truth 
when he said: "If you remain in my word, 
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you are reallY my Q1SClpleS, ana you WlIl 
know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free." And Jesus also prayed: "This 
means everlasting life, their taking in 
knowledge of you, the only true God, and 
of the one whom you sent forth Jesus 
Christ." Taking in knowledge me~s tak­
ing in right teaching, doctrine, and it is 
so important that everlasting life depends 
upon it!-John 8:31, 32; 17:3. 

The apostle Paul repeatedly stressed the 
impo.rtance of teaching, of knowledge, and 
not just of knowledge but of accurate 
knowledge. Thus concerning his Jewish 
countrymen he wrote: "I bear them wit­
ness that they have a zeal for God' but not . ' according to accurate knowledge." More 
than that, he repeatedly prayed that his 
Christian brothers might be filled with 
accurate knowledge.-Rom. 10:2; Eph. 1: 
17; Phil. 1:9; Col. 1:9. 

The very fact that accurate knowledge 
or right teaching is so important shows 
that there can be such a thing as wrong 
teaching, inaccurate or false knowledge 
in other words, heresy. The Greek word 
from which the English word heresy 
comes is hai're.8!s. It, in turn, comes from 
a root meaning 'a choosing,' and so' is 
used to refer to a self-willed ohoosing as 
to what to teach and practice as regards 
religion, the result of which is division and 
sectarianism. Accordingly, we find it re­
peatedly translated as "sect." (Acts 5":17; 
28:22; 1 Cor. 11:19) Generally it has a 
slightly unfavorable connotation, as when 
Paul testified: "According to the way that 
they call a 'sect,' in this manner 1 am ren­
dering sacred service to the God of my 
forefathers."-Acts 24:14. 

Showing that teaching does indeed mat~ 
ter are the strong words of Paul at Gala­
tians 1:7-9: "There are certain ones who 
are causing you trouble and wanting to 
pervert the good news about' the Christ. 
However, even if we or an angel out of 



heaven were to declare to you as good 
news something beyond what we declared 
to you as good news, let him be accW'sed. 
AJ!. we have said above, I also now say 
again, Whoever it is that is declaring to 
you as good news something beyond what 
you accepted, let him be accursed." 

That there is such a thing as false 
teaching and that it must be avoided Paul 
further makes clear in his words to Timo­
thy: "Shun, empty speeches that violate 
what is holy; for they will advance to 
more and more ungodliness, and their 
word will spread like gangrene. Hymenae­
us and Philetus are of that number. These 
very men have deviated from the truth, 
saying that the resurrection has already 
occurred; and they are subverting the 
faith of some." Unquestionably there is 
such a thing as right teaching and such 
a thing as wrong teaching, and the dis­
tinction is important!-2 Tim. 2:16-18. 

Heresies are listed by the apostle Paul 
among the works of the flesh that would 
debar a Christian from God's kingdom. 
(Gal. 5:20, AV) And he counseled Titus, 
"As for a man that promotes a sect [or, 
a heresy], reject him after a first and a 
second admonition." (Titus 3:10) The 
apostle Peter also showed the validity of 
the heresy concept, for he wrote: "False 
prophets also arose among the people, just 
as there will be false teachers among you, 
who will secretly bring in destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master who 
bought them, brInging upon themselves 
swift destruction." -2 Pet. 2: 1, RS. 

The apostle John likewise makes it plain 
that there is such a thing as heresy, such 
a thing as false teaching, and that it is 
to be condemned and shunned. Thus he 
wrote: "Who is the liar if it is not the one 
that denies that Jesus is the Christ? This 
is the antichrist, the one that denies the 
Father and the Son." "For many deceivers 
have gone forth into the world, persons 
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not confesSing Jesus Clnist liS coming 
in the flesh. This is the deceiver and 
the antichrist." More than that, John 
felt so strongly about right teaching 
that he commanded: "Everyone that 
pushes ahead and does not remain in the 
teaching of the Christ does not have God . 
. . . If anyone comes to you and does not 
bring this teaching, never receive him into 
your homes or say a greeting to him. For 
he that says a greeting to him is a sharer 
in his wicked works." So, according to 
John, wrong teaching is equated with wick­
ed works.-l John 2:22; 2 John 7, 9-11. 

Further underscoring the importance of 
correct teaching is the care that the apos­
tle Paul took in his letters to make cer­
tain points crystal clear, marshaling facts 
and reasons to prove his points. How 
many chapters he devotes in his letter to 
the Romans to explain the matter of being 
declared righteous by faith! And this is 
also the burden or theme of his letter to 
the Galatians. Paul considered correct 
teaching that important. And what a 
masterful defense he makes for the res­
UlTection of the dead in what has come 
to be chapter fifteen of his first letter to 
the Corinthians! Then, in his letter to the 
Hebrews, what is the purpose of all the 
parallels to which he calls attention be­
tween the Jewish system of things and the 
Christian system of things? Is it not to 
set straight those Hebrew Christians on 
the matter of doctrine? In fact, about-one­
third of all Paul's letters deal with matters 
of doctrine. 

Since the Christian Greek Scripture 
writers make right teaching so important 
and speak out so strongly against false 
teachings, we cannot escape it: For those 
who would abide by apostolic Christianity 
it is proper to speak of false teaching as 
heresy. All such will not have anything 
to do with it; nor will they tolerate it 
within the Christian congregation. 
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EarthqU9.ke;j Rock Sicily 
+ The countryside of western 
Sicily was rocked early Jan· 
uary 15 by a series of earth· 
quakes that crumbled stone 
walls and cinder·block build· 
ings in dozens of small farm· 
ing towns. Hundreds of rural 
residents were driven into 
streets and fields that were 
covered with four inches of 
snow, the result of Sicily's 
worst winter in years. Indica· 
tions are that several hundred 
persons died in the quakes and 
hundreds more were injured. 

Sharp RI!le of Crime 
+ America is a violent coun· 
try, said New York City Po· 
lice Commissioner Howard R. 
Leary. Crime statistics for the 
first nine months of 1967 sup· 
port his view, because they 
indicate very strongly that 
America is fast becoming a 
land of the lawless. There was 
a 60·percent rise in bank rob· 
beries. All robberies were up 
27 percent, murder by 16 per­
cent, aggravated assault by 9 
percent and forcible rape by 
7 percent. All crimes Increased 
by 16 percent over the total 
for the first nine months of 
1966. The rise in crime from 
year to year can be seen in 
the following figures: 1961, 
3%; 1962, 6%; 1963, 10%; 1964, 
13%; 1965, 6%; 1966, 11%; 
1967, 16%. 
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Broken-HelU't Deaths 
+ People can die of broken 
hearts, so scientists in both 
Britain and the United States 
have discovered. Deaths 
among newly bereaved family 
members werc six times great­
er than those among non·be­
reaved families in one Welsh 
community, says a rcport in 
Mechanix Illustrated. This 
sow-ce said: "A recent London 
study showed that heart· 
attack deaths of widowers dur­
ing the first six months of be­
reavement were largely caused 
by grief." 

Widespread Disbelief '* America is slowly becom· 
ing a country of unbelievers. 
An interfaith panel asserted 
that abandonment of classic 
religious premises has become 
a swelling phenomenon in the' 
United States. 'We're facing a 
deluge ,of nonbeHef, particu· 
larly among our younger gen­
eration," said Dr. Dumont F. 
Kenny, president of York Col· 
lege. "The problem of What's 
causing this disbelief is not 
remote or marginal. It's all 
around us," he said. Rabbi 
Arthur Schneier of New York 
is quoted as having said: "A 
vast segment of the American 
people, never ever concerned 
with Marx, have become total­
ly indifferent to the religious 
point of view." He added that 
this included "thousands and 

thousands of men and women 
on college campuses." 

Approaching a Crisis '* At one of the sessions of 
the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science a 
cheerless picture was painted. 
Prof. Bar.ry Commoner of 
Washington University argued 
that the environment is being 
placed under stress "to the 
point of collapse" and this 
planet is approaching "a crisis 
which may destroy its !hlit· 
ability as a place for hwnan 
society." Prof. L. C. Cole of 
Cornell University suggested 
that even the continued avail­
ability <if the earth's oxygen 
supply can no longer be taken 
for granted, and that the 
world's population may "be 
already beyond what the earth 
can support on a continuous 
basis." The New York Time8 
editorially reported these re­
marks and stated: "Behind 
these and other expressIons of 
alarm is mounting evidence 
that man and his works are 
disrupting the numerous com· 
plex and interrelated processes 
upon which this planet's web 
of life depends .... Humanity 
can survive only if the natural' 
environment ... is protected 
against the :powerful threats 
that now impinge as man uses 
godlike powers with much less 
than godlike wisdom." 

Die In Christmas Stampede 
~ Annually in Vit6ria, Brazil, 
free Christmas gift coupons 
are given to the poor by local 
charities. The coupons are re­
deemable for gift packages. On 
December 9 some 16,000 worn· 
en and children jammed a 
local stadium. Suddenly a 
stampede began for the cou· 
pons. When it was all over, 
nine women had been tram­
pled to death. Some of the 
women had been pregnant. 
Sixteen other women were 
injured. 
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Youu. WOrrlM 0IerI'Y 
.. Four of America's religIous 
leaders who appeared on a 
special year·end tele;.rIsion pro·, 
gram expressed concern over 
the young people's dIsenchant· 
ment with the modern reli· 
gious establishment. Archbish· 
op Iakovos, head of the Greek 
Orthodox Church of North 
and South America, called the 
situation a "crisis." Rabbi 
Marc H. Tanenbaum, director 
of the Interreligious affairs 
department of the American 
Jewish Committee. said young 
people were troubled by ''what 
they call the phoniness of the' 
religious establishment." Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, general 
secretary of the World Coun· 
cll lof Churches, declared that 
"too much of our 20th century 
Christianity in the affluent na· 
tions has confused our Chris· 
tIan faith with the heresy of a 
success religion." He said it 
was "the ugliness of this popu· 
lar heresy of the 'successful' 
that the younger generation 
In Europe and the Americas is 
now rejecting." 

Threats to Catholic Unity 
.. On January 10 two hun· 
dred Roman Catholic bIshops 
in the United States in a 25" 
OOO·word collecti ve pastoral 
letter voiced deep concern 
over what they called de­
structive and hostUe attitudes 
within the Catholic church. 
The bishops said: "We notice 
that some today . . • ridicule 
the church, and under the 
guise of' being contemporary, 
seem hostile to everything ex· 
cept their own views." About 
a fourth of the letter was de­
voted to reports that malaise 
and' dissatisfaction weigh se­
riously on the American cler­
gy; that some priests today are 
afflicted by loneliness, doubts 
about the relevance of their 
ministry and other worries. 
Progressive Catholictl and 
their journals, such as Oom-, 
man-weal and The NationaZ 
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Oatholio Reportsr. generally 
considered the bishops' letter 
timid, defensive and bland. 
CommonweaZ magazine called 
it an exercise in "scare cau· 
tlousness," adding: "One looks 
for optimism, but in its place 
there is a nostalgia, latent but 
real, for the docile yester­
days. American Catholicism 
deserved better." 

What Price Auto Safety'/' 
+ Auto manufacturers of 
America stated that they had 
to increase the cost of the new 
models in order to install 
shoulder harnesses to keep up 
with the cry for higher stan· 
dards of safety. This year's 
cars include built·in features, 
such as collapsible steering­
wheel assemblies, dual-brak· 
ing systems, safer tires and 
rIms, stronger door locks and 
laminated windshields. The 
most controversial device 
from both the cost and safety 
viewpoint is the cross-chest 
harness for the two front 
seats. The manufacturers say 
the harness costs somewhere 
from $23 to $32. This alleged 
cost has been termed "distort· 
ed and grossly exaggerated." 
An American company alleg· 
edly sells shoulder harnesses 
to one of the big four domestic 
manufacturers, not for $23 or 
$32, but for $1.25 to $1.50 each. 
Senator Mondale declared that 
the auto manufacturers stand 
to make an estimated profit of 
$100,000,000 on thIs one safety 
item alone. 

Warning Aga1nl!lt X RaYII 
.. The American Dental As· 
sociation, whose membership 
includes almost all of Ameri· 
ca's 110,000 dentists, warns 
dentists to think twice before 
SUbmitting every aching tooth 
to an X-ray examination. Over· 
exposure to X rays can be 
lethal or ,cause birth defects. 
Precisely what constitutes a 
dangerous radiation dosage 
has never been determined. So 
medical authorities reason 
that the safest course is to 
reduce exposure- whenever 

possible. They say that if 
there is reasonable expecta· 
tion that some gum or tooth 
defect will be discovered or 
prevented, then an X ray 
seems just1fled, but not other­
wise. An association spokes­
man said that dentists should 
not routinely submit patients 
to X·ray' examinations. 

Archaeological Flnd!l 
.. British archaeologist Dr. 
Kathleen Kenyon, director of 
the British school of archaeol· 
ogy in Jerusalem, has found 
considerable evidence that 
Jerusalem has undergone elab· 
orate schemes of urban reo 
newal throughout its long 
hisJory. By digging to the 
bottom layer in ,several areas, 
Dr. Kenyon discovered por· 
tions of the original city wall 
built perhaps by the Jebusites, 
before the Israelite exodus 
from Egypt. Further excava· 
tions revealed that these peo. 
pie were imaginative town 
planners and accomplished 
engineers. They built impres· 
sive houses on the sides of 
steep hills with the support of 
a complex of masonry ter­
races. Dr. Kenyon's diggings 
indicate that when King David 
captured Jerusalem, he incor­
porated the Jebusite walls and 
hillside terraces into his own 
expanding capital. The pub­
lished report says: "Excava· 
tions suggest the Old Testa· 
ment was highly accurate in 
its description of widespread 
destruction during the occupa· 
tion." 

Mob CrIme at Peak 
+ OrganIzed crime is today 
at its peak, said one of New 
York's top crIme busters, 
Jacob Grumet. He saId, "Or· 
ganlzed crime has entered Ie· 
gitimate business and is flour· 
ishing more than ever." The 
reason for the rise in crime? 
"The major problem today is 
that the public and the people 
who should be concerned with 
crime have not fully realized 
the mass)ve infiltration made 
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by raeketeen tnto lerttlmate 
busJness, Through nefartous 
methods organized crime now 
controls enormous amounts ot 
money to corrupt some police 
and public officials," 

What Is In Store for '88 
• A presidential hopeful, 
Governor George Romney at 
Michigan, warned that Negro 
groups are "organized, trained 
and armed tor violence, riots 
and civil guerrilla wadare." 
These groups, he said,' "are 
using the latest methods and 
means developed in Cuba, 
China and Southeast Asia" 
and are "steadily enlisting 
more recruits." According to 
Romney, the whites are also 
"arming at an alarming rate 
to protect themselves." He 
described the racial situation 
as "much more explosive and 
dangerous" than last year. 
This year, he said, could bring 
an explosion that would make 
Detroit's massive riot of 1967 

Read 

10Qk 11ke "$PIy a dress re­
hearsal" He made thiI warn­
ing to a joint legislative sel­
sion qn January 11. 

OhrIatmal!l and ThIevery 
.. Christmas Is considered a 
time ot peace on earth and 
goodwill toward men, but In 
reality there is little genuine 
peace and often less goodwill 
among some men at that time 
than at other times. It is a 
fact that during the Christ­
mas season literally millions 
of dollars' worth of Christmas 
gifts are stolen. Purse snat'ch­
ers and pickpockets are at 
their busiest, stealing from 
ChrIstmas shoppers. Auto 
thieves are especially active. 
In seconds they can burglarize 
an auto, if not steal the vehicle 
outright. Home burglaries in­
crease sharply during Novem­
ber and December. Last year 
(1967) shoplifters across 
America stole over $2,000,000,-
000 worth of goods, double the 

amount of seven yean ago. 
Thefts during Chrlstmas run 
to $600,000,000. Nlnety-flve 
percent at such stealing Is 
done by supposedly "respect· 
able" housewIves. 

Clan Fish Smell! 
.. The MachAne Design Ma.gll­
zine for December 7 carries an 
interesting item about flshery 
scientists and problems con­
fronted by them. "Experi· 
ments in the Pacifl.c North· 
west have shown that all a 
man has to do Is wipe his hand 
over a bear pelt and dip' it in 
the water. Quickly, all the 
salmon busily swimming up­
stream to spawn-for as far 
downstream as 200 yards­
will bolt for the nearest h,ole 
until the smell goes away," 
says the article. "This is a 
baffling degree of sensitivity 
-almpst two orders of mag· 
nitude better than our best 
gas chromatographs." 
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Hold Fast to What Is Fine" 

Only 6/3 (for Australia, 75c; for 
South Africa, 55e) 

Why worry about under. 
standing the Bible? Now you 
can see the harmony of its 
many doctrines by comparing 
scriptures bearing on the 
same point. The book ((Make 
Sure of An Things; Hold Fast 
to What Is Fine" covers 123 
principal topics and 234, addi· 
tional subjects. Be free from 
doubt. Be sure. Send only 6/3 
(for Australia, 75c; for South 
Africa, 55c). 
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Is there any hope for world peace? 
Are people mlsplaclnc th.,r trust 
for reallzln .. peace and security? 

The earnest desire of people all over the world is to see 
the nations disarm and to find peaceable means for settling 

their differences. For many decades efforts have been made 
by the nations to establish world peace, but they have come 

to nothing. Now, with the very existence of civilization 
threatened by great stockpiles of nuclear weapons, it ap­

pears that mankind today has been doing what the prophet 
Hosea of ancient times said of the people of his day, they 

are "feeding on wind and chasing after the ea$t wind all 
da:%,long." (Has. 12:1) That is because they are misplacing 

their hope and trust for security in agencies of imperfect 
men whom God is not backing. Instead, as God warned the 

people of ancient times: "For it is wind that they keep sow-
ing, and a stormwind is what they will reap." (Has. 8: 7) 

And just as Hosea's words proved true then; so they wilJ 
prove true today. Yet security can be found-along with 

life everlasting. How it will come and how it affects you is 
the basis for the material regularly covered in The Watch­

tower and Awake! Send for both magazines for one year. 
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