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THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE 

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our times must 
be unfettered by censorship and selflsh interests. "Awakel" has no fetters. It recognizes 
facts, faces facls, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; it is un ham· 
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of "Awakel" is not narrow, but is international. "Awakel" has its 
own correspondents in scores of notions. Its articles are read in many lands, in many 
languages, by millions of persons. 

In every issue "Awake!" presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It 
features penetrating articles on sodal conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent posses in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which 
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to maUers of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of crealion, practical 
sciences and points qf human interest are all embraced in its coverage. "Awakel" pro­
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awake!" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mOurners and strengthening those 
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish. 
ment of God's righteous new order in this generation. 

Get acquainted with "Awake!" Keep awake by reading "Awoke I" 
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"h is already the hour for you 10 awake." 
-Rom"ns 13,11 

Volume XL.IX L.ondon, England, February 8, '968 Number 3 

THERE are many ways 
in which we can 

prove ourselves to be 
friends of those we love. 
The popular saying, "A 
friend in need is a friend 
in deed," surely indicates 
one of such ways. No 
doubt about it, a true 
friend will prove himself 
such when there is rna· 
terial or financial need. 

"FAITHFUL 
·are1he 

that did not solve the 
problem, for the matron 
simply went out and 
bought another hat like 
it, only one looking still 
more ridiculous! Telling 
her a badly needed un· 
pleasant truth was a test 
of friendship that this 
clubwoman's friends ap· 
parently could not meet. 

WOUNDS 
ofa 

FRIEND" 

But there are also other needs to which 
a true friend will respond. One may need 
to be admonished, to have 'the truth told 
to him. Doing so would also be proof of 
friendship, even as indicated by the in· 
spired proverb: "Faithful are the wounds 
of a friend."-Prov. 27:6, RS. 

Of course, all such is the opposite of 
the ways of the world. It has just the op· 
posite slogan, "Your best friends won't tell 
you." By this is meant that one's closest 
friends shrink from telling an W1fiattering 
or embarrassing truth when one really 
needs to have such a truth told him. For 
example, a popular magazine once told of 
a matron's wearing a really ridiculous~ 

looking hat that embarrassed her club 
members, yet none had the courage to tell 
her so. One of her friends thought she 
would solve the problem by buying it, and 
so she went to this matron and highly 
praised the hat and begged her to sell it 
to her, which the matron finally did. But 
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Yes, sincere friendship 
recognizes the obligation to help in such 
circumstances, even as the Word of God, 
the Bible, repeatedly shows. For example, 
by means of Moses, JehOVah God coun. 
seled the ancient Israelites: "You must 
not hate your brother in your heart. You 
should by all means reprove your associate, 
that you may not bear sin along with him. 
... you must love your fellow as yourself. 
I am Jehovah."-Lev. 19:17, 18. 

The Bible gives us an example of this 
in the case of the apostles Peter and Paul. 
Peter, because of fear of what some Jewish 
Christians from Jerusalem might think, 
quit associating with Gentiles who had be· 
come Christians and even caused others to 
be influenced by his fear of man. Although 
Peter had been used very prominently by 
God, this did not keep the apostle Paul 
from reproving Peter in this matter, even 
doing so publicly because of the harm Pe· 
ter was doing. How did Peter react to this 
reproof? The Bible does not directly state, 
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but we can be certain that he appreciated 
being set straight, for years afterward he 
referred ·'·to Paul as "our beloved brother 
Paul."-Gal. 2:11-14; 2 Pet. 3:15. 

The more serious the matter, of course, 
the more difficult it will be to speak the 
truth, and yet the more imperative that we 
do. Thus a mature Christian minister once 
saw a young Christian woman keeping 
company with a man of questionable mor­
als. He could have ignored what he saw, 
but no, he felt an obligation toward her. So 
at an opportune time he sounded a note 
of warning, pointing out what the Bible 
has to say about associations and mar­
riage for Christians. She failed to heed 
the warning, and got into trouble. But his 
conscience was clear; he did not bear sin 
along with her. In the end she recovered 
and was grateful for his having displayed 
true friendship by warning her .-1 Cor. 
7:39; 15:33. 

Truly, speaking out in such instances is 
proof of love and is what we actually owe 
others. Certainly if we were headed in a 
wrong direction we would appreciate being 
warned, would we not? (Luke 6:31) But 
let us not overlook that all such should be 
done with kindness, modesty, showing true 
love and empathy, in the way that we 
would like others to bring something like 
that to our attention. Yes, in mildness. 
(Gal. 6:1) While God's Word states, "Bet­
ter is a revealed reproof than a concealed 
love," such does not at all imply harsh, 
blunt or tactless reproof.-Prov. 27:5. 

Offering correction or reproof can be in 
matters little as well as big. For example, 
a public speaker once likened certain per­
sons who refused to face the facts to the 
ostrich which, he said, hides its head in 
the sand when frightened. However, a close 
friend of his, when alone with him, kindly 
called his attention to a statement appear­
ing in The World BooTe Encyclopedi.a 
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(1966 ed.), Vol. 14, page 660; "The ancient 
belief that an ostrich hides its head when 
frightened is only a fable." The speaker 
was very appreciative of having this called 
to his attention and, in fact, wondered 
why no one had previously done so. 

But there is also another side to this 
matter of the wounds of a friend being 
faithful. Even as true friendship should 
cause us not to shrink from mentioning 
things that should be mentioned out of 
fear of offending, so, on the other hand, 
wisdom and love should make us ready to 
accept, yes, to welcome, such reproof. As 
faithful King David expressed it: "Should 
the righteous one strike me, it would be 
a loving-kindness; and should he reprove 
me, it would be oil upon the head, which 
my head would not want to refuse."-Ps. 
141:5. 

All such might be said to be wisely put­
ting first the higher interests of others as 
well as of ourselves. And when we calmly 
think it out we must agree with King 
David that it is as a soothing oil for which 
we should be thankful, as it means im· 
provement and might even mean the dif· 
ference between happiness and misery, if 
not also between life and death. In taking 
this attitude we are proving another prov­
erb true: "He that is reproving a man will 
afterward find more favor than he will 
that is flattering with his tongue."-Prov. 
28:23. 

Truly, here we have another example of 
how the Bible is "beneficial for teaching, 
for reproving, for setting things straight, 
for disciplining in righteousness." So let 
us not resent it when others seek to help 
us by means of a reproof and neither let 
us shrink back from sounding a warning 
or offering a correction when there is need, 
but being careful to do so in kindness and 
mildness, in love and with empathy, even 
as the Scriptures counsel.-2 Tim. 3: 16, 17. 

AWAKE! 



DID EARLY 

THE Trinity 
has been 

called "the cen~ 
tral doctrine of 
the Christian re~ 
ligion." It af~ 
firms, according 

BELIEVE 
it begins with the 
straightforward 
admission: 

"It is difficult, 
in the second half 
of the 20th cen­
tury to offer a 
clear, objective, to the Athanasian 

Creed: "The Father is 
God, the Son is God, 
and the Holy Spirit is 
God. And yet there are 
not three Gods, but one 
God." Modern Catho­

Who formulated the Trinity doctrine? 

and straightforward 
account of the revela­
tion, doctrinal evolu­
tion, and theological 
elaboration of the 
mystery of the Trini­

Is it found in the Bible? 

lics generally accept this as an expression 
of their faith. 

The Augsburg Confession of 1530, which 
is said to formularize the teaching of 
Protestantism, describes the Trinity in 
these words: "There is one divine essence 
which is called and is God, eternal ... yet 
there are three persons of the same es­
sence and power, who also are co-eternal, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost." 

Is this what the early Christians be­
lieved? Did they conceive God as being 
'three persons in one'? Is this teaching ex­
pressed in the Bible? "Why, of course!" 
the majority of churchgoers in Christen­
dom would answer. But is this what the 
evidence actually indicates? Leading Cath­
olic and Protestant authorities recently 
have made some revealing comments on 
the matter. 

Time of Origination 
For example, the NeW Catholic Encyclo­

pedia (1967) , bearing the Nihil Obstat and 
Imprimatur indicating approval, points to 
the lack of evidence that the Trinity doc­
trine is taught in the Bible or was believed 
by early Christians. Under the heading 
"Trinity, Holy," on page 295 of Volume 14, 
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ty. Trinitarian discussion, Roman Catholic 
as well as other, presents a somewhat un­
steady silhouette. 

"Two things have happened. There is 
the recognition on the part of exegetes 
[ones who explain the Scriptures] and 
Biblical theologians, including a constant­
ly growing number of Roman Catholics, 
that one should not speak of Trinitarian­
ism in the New Testament without seri­
ous qualification. There is also the closely 
parallel recognition on the part of histo­
rians of dogma and systematic theologians 
that when one does speak of an Wlquali­
fled Trinitarianism, one has moved from 
the period of Christian origins to, say, the 
last quadrant of the 4th century. It was 
only then that what might be called the 
definitive Trinitarian dogma 'one God in 
three persons' became thoroughly assimi­
lated into Christian life and thought." 

Does this mean that it was not Wltil 
the fourth century, some three hundred 
years after the death of Christ, that the 
Trinity doctrine became accepted? It has 
often been asserted that first-century 
Christians believed in the 'one God in three 
persons' concept. But after discussing the 
origins and gradual development of the 
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Trinity doctrine, note what the New Cath­
olic Encyclopedia says on page 299: 

"From what has been seen thus far, the 
impression could arise that the Trini­
tarian dogma is in the last analysis a late 
4th century invention. In a sense, this is 
true ... The formulation 'one God in 
three persons' was not solidly established, 
certainly not fully assimilated into Chris­
tian life and its profession of faith, prior 
to the end of the 4th century. But it is 
precisely this formulation that has first 
claim to the title the Trinitarian dogma. 
Among the Apostolic Fathers, there had 
been nothing even remotely approaching 
such a mentality or perspective." 

How interesting! The idea of the Trini­
ty; as it was expressed in the fourth cen­
tury and is taught today, was completely 
foreign to the mentality or perspective of 
early Christians! Why is this? Is it be­
cause the concept of 'three persons in one 
God' is not taught in the Bible? 

Bible Support for Doctrine? 
Trinitarians have often tried to show 

that the Trinity doctrine is taught in the 
so-called Old Testament, or Hebrew Scrip­
tures. They have pointed to the use of 
Elohim (Hebrew for God), which is of­
ten the plural of excellence. They have 
drawn attention to places where God used 
the expression, "Let us." (Gen. 1:26) And 
they have picked out phrases in the Bible, 
such as, "Holy, holy, holy is the LoRD." 
(Isa. 6:3, AV) These, they have argued, 
are evidences of the Trinity doctrine. 

However, The New Schaff-Herzog En­
cyClopedia of ReligiouS Knowledge (1957), 
Volume 12, page 18, notes: "Only an in­
accurate exegesis [explanation] which 
overlooks the more immediate groWlds of 
interpretation can see references to the 
Trinity in the plural form of the divine 
name Elohim, the use of the plural in 
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Gen. i. 26, or such liturgical phrases of 
three members as the Aaronic blessing of 
Nwn. vi. 24-26 and the Trisagion [mean­
ing "Three Times Holy"] of Isa. vi. 3." 
The New Catholic Encyclopedia is even 
more pointed, saying without qualifica­
tion: "The doctrine of the Holy Trinity is 
not taught in the OT [Old Testament]." 

Is the 'Il'inity doctrine, then, taught or 
explained anywhere in the Bible? No, nei­
ther the word "Trinity" nor the Trinity 
doctrine is mentioned therein. The New 
Catholic Encyclopedia says of the Trinity, 
on page 304: "It is not, as already seen, 
directly and immediately the word of 
God." "The object," this source noted ear~ 
lier, "is to uncover the roots of Trinitarian 
dogma in the Biblical source .... The ob­
ject is not, certainly should not be, to 
demonstrate that Matthew or Paul or John 
is 'saying' the 4th century Trinitarian dog. 
rna." But even the presupposed roots of 
the Trinity teaching are not mentioned in 
the Bible. 

Theologian Johan B. Hygen, professor 
at the University of Oslo, writes in Norsk 
Teologisk Tidsskrift (Norwegian Theolog­
ical Magazine), in the first issue of 1967: 
"Most theologians today recognize that 
this doctrine is not found in the Bible. 
The most conservative Regin Prenter even 
says that it is altogether useless to look 
for it there." 

With what Bible passages, then, do 
Trinitarians endeavor to support their 
doctrine? After admitting tha.t the Trini­
ty is not taught in the Old Testament, the 
New Catholic Encyclopedia, on page 306, 
offers the following as the strongest 
Scriptural evidence for the 'th~ persons 
in one God' concept: "In the NT the old­
est evidence is in the Pauline epistles, es­
pecially 2 Cor. 13:13 [13:14 in many Bible 
translations] and 1 Cor. 12:4-6. In the 
Gospels evidence of the Trinity is found 
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expUcltly only In the baptismal formula of 
Mat. 28:19."· 

Is there even the remotest evidence in 
these texts that God is 'three persons in 
one'! Note how they read in the Catholic 
Douay Version Bible: "The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the charity of God, 
and the communication of the Holy Ghost 
be with you all." (2 Cor. 13:13) "Now 
there are diversities of graces, but the 
same Spirit; and there are diversities of 
ministries, but the same Lord. And there 
are diversities of operations, but the same 
God, who worketh all in all." (1 Cor. 12: 
4-6) "Going therefore, teach ye all na­
tions; baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost,to-Matt.28:19. 

True, each of these texts mentions God, 
his Son Jesus, and the holy spirit or "Holy 
Ghost. .. However, do they say that these 
are 'three persons in one God'? Do they in , 
any way indicate that God, Jesus and the 
holy spirit are equal in power, are of the 
same essence and are coeternal? Not at 
all! There is much more frequent mention 
in the Bible of 'Abraham, Isaac and Ja­
cob' together, and 'Peter, James and John' 
together. (Ex. 3:15, 16; 4:5; 6:3; Mark 
5:37; 9:2; 14:33) Yet, it would be absurd 
to conclude that simply their being men­
tioned together is a basis for believing that 
they are 'three persons in one'! The fact 
is, as many present theologians admit: 
The Trinity "doctrine is not found in the 
Bible." Yes, "it is altogether useless to 
look for it there." 

Early Christian Belief 
What, then, did early Christians believe 

regarding God and the Messiah, Jesus? 
They believed the plain, uncomplicated Bi-

• Modern Catholic scholarship acknowledges that 
1 John 5:7, otten pointed to as support for the Trinity 
teachlng, Is spurious. It is not found In any Greek 
manuscript earlier than the fifteenth century, and, 
theretore, the New Oatholia Encyclopedia does not even 
mention this text In Its discussion of the Trinity. 
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bIe teaching that Jehovah God is Jesus' 
Father, and hence that Jesus is subordi­
nate and lesser than God. (John 8:42; 13: 
16; 14:28) They believed, too, that before 
coming to earth Jesus existed as a mighty, 
invisible angel. They believed that this 
mighty creature had been created by God, 
being "the first-born of all creation," and 
God's "only-begotten son." (Col. 1:15; 
John 1:14; 8:23; Rev. 3:14) They also 
believed that God sent this Son to earth 
to provide a ransom for sinful mankind, 
and after Jesus' death in faithfulness God 
resurrected him back to heavenly life as 
a mighty spirit creature again.-John 3: 
16; Matt. 20:28; Acts 2:32. 

Because of these Biblical beliefs early 
Christians did not consider God to be 
'three persons in one.' Regarding this, 
Martin Werner, as professor in the Uni­
versity of Bern, in his book The Forma­
tion of Christian Dogma (1957), observes: 
"The Primitive Christian conception of 
the Messiah ·.as a high angelic being also 
explains for us the fact, which is of great 
doctrinal importance, that in the Primi­
tive Christian era there Was no sign of 
any kind of Trinitarian problem or con­
troversy, such as later produced violent 
conflicts in the Church. The reason for 
this undoubtedly lay in the fact that, for 
Primitive Christianity, Christ was .•. a 
being of the high celestial angel-world, 
who was created and chosen by God." 

Yes, early Christians believed that 
Christ in his prehwnan existence had been 
created by God, and that in heaven he was 
an angel subordinate to God. In comment­
ing on this matter, Trinitarian Aloys 
GrIllmeier admits in his book Ghrist in 
Christian Tradition (1965): "It is quite 
true that the Christ08 Angelos theme is a 
very real one and that it had an impor­
tant position in the early Christian period 
... We may point out the over-estimating 
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of the ch1istos Angelos idea, but within 
limits it is not to be denied as a histori­
cal fact. The sources testify that Christ 
was given the name 'angel' right up until 
the fourth century." 

Trinity Introduced 
It was only when men abandoned these 

Scriptural views that they adopted the 
Trinity. Professor Werner explains: "The 
Trinitarian problem first emerged when 
the Church in its theology was con­
strained . . . to abandon the concept of 
subordination [of Christ to God] for that 
of co-ordination. Almost insoluble diffi­
culties then inevitably produced them­
selves." Even the ardent Trinitarian Grill­
meier admitted that, because of the beliefs 
of early Christians, "no approach to the 
question of the Trinity could be made in 
primitive Christian times." 

It was by a slow, gradual process that 
the Trinity doctrine was formulated by 
men who had deviated from the faith of 
the first-century Christians. Eventually, 
at the church council in Nicaea in 325 
C.E., it was proclaimed that God and 
Christ were one substance (homoou8ios). 
This Wlscriptural proclamation met with 
much opposition from Arius and others 
who held to the Bible teaching that Christ 
was subordinate to God. Professor Werner 
notes the inability of the supporters of 
this new doctrine to defend it against the 
plain statements of the Scriptures. He 
cites the example: 

"The Homo(lusians were completely 
helpless when confronted with the passage 
of [Mark 13:32J which was a favourite 
weapon of the Arians, for therein the 'Son' 
is equated with the angels in knowing no 
more than they the day and the hour of 
the End, which the Father alone deter­
mined. It is not a 'human nature' of Je­
sus, but just the 'Son' who is expressly 
described here as being ignorant-an ab­
surdity, if the 'Son' is interpreted in terms 
of the homooU8~a theory, as being in a 
relationship of substantial identity to the 
'Father.' Consequently, there was only 
left to Nicene neo-orthodoxy a resort to 
literary violence, namely. to deny flatly 
the ascription of ignorance to the Son in 
Mk. xiii, 32." 

To this day Trinitarians remain inca­
pable of supporting this self-contradictory 
doctrine with the Scriptures. They. too, 
are forced to deny flatly what the Bible 
says about God and Christ. To believe the 
Trinity doctrine makes it necessary to set 
aside and ignore the plain statements of 
God's Word. For the Scriptures clearly 
show that Jesus Christ is a creation of 
God, and has at all times been subordinate 
to Him. This is what the early ChristianS 
believed. The evidence is conclusive that 
they did not believe in a Trinity. And the 
reason why is clear: The Bible does not 
teach the Trinity. Will you remain a mem­
ber of a religious organization that teach~ 
es this Wlscriptural dogma? Not if you 
want to please God! 

Despite human imperfection, the more man learns, the greater be­
comes his reason for awe and admiration at how the human body is 
designed. The San Francisco Examiner & Chronicle of September 11, 
1966, quoted Dr. W. W. Akers, a Rice University engineer working with 
surgeons to build an artificial heart, as saying: "The body is the ultimate 
in technological perfection. Almost any machine you can dream up 
-no matter how sophisticated-you can look into the body and find 
one better." 

s AWAKE! 
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FOR 

WHEN you buy a pound of butter, you 
ought to have the assurance that 

you will get a pound of butter, not three~ 
quarters of a pound or some substitute. 
You should not be tricked or forced into 
paying high butter prices for low-grade 
substitutes either. You should get what 
you pay for. However, this often is not 
the case, especially so where the poor 
shop. Qespite much strict supervision, 
there is still a lot of manipulating of 
prices and scheming that goes on to Qut· 
wit the buyer. And, the poor are the ones 
most often cheated. 

For example, last April, on crowded 
East 117th Street in New York city, the 
poor people of the neighborhood took 
measures to deal with high food costs. 
"People got tired of finding that, right 
before welfare-check days, everything was 
stamped a few pennies higher in the 
stores," said a housewife. These people or­
ganized their own bargain grocery outlet, 
where they sold soap, soup and milk, and 
so forth, at reduced prices to clientele 
made up exclusively of families on wel­
fare. Some neighborhood merchants ob­
jected, but it was their own "unfair price­
fixing," as housewives termed it, that led 
to the opening of the conununity bargain 
store. Some merchants, not all by any 
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LESS 
means, were trying to take unfair advan­
tage of the poor. 

But were some of the neighborhood 
merchants overcharging the poor? Judge 
for yourself. At the newly formed bargain 
store in Manhattan a quart of orange 
juice priced at 25 cents was selling for 45 
cents in a grocery store nearby-almost 
twice the price-and for 29 cents in the 
supermarkets. Large eggs, priced 45 cents 
a dozen at the bargain store, were 22 
cents cheaper than at the small grocery a 
few blocks away. Coffee priced 79 cents 
at the bargain store was selling for 88 
cents a pound at stores operated by 
neighborhood merchants. The Manhattan 
store organized by the conununity poor 
was able to sell lard for 20 cents, instead 
of 25 cents; milk for 23 cents, instead of 
27 cents; a bottle of catsup for 20 cents, 
instead of 28 cents; onions for 6 cents a 
pound, instead of 15 cents. The differences 
in prices are great in some cases, and in 
other cases they amount only to pennies, 
but they do add up. A mother of three 
young children said that she usually s~nt 
$32 a week for food. She had $28 worth 
of foods stacked in two carts from the 
newly formed bargain store. She estimat­
ed that the supply would last "almost two 
weeks." In other words, by going to the 
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new store she cut her food bill almost in 
half-a worthwhile saving. 

To many persons these differences im 
prices may not seem much, but to the 
poor people, many of whom are wem­
played or part-time workers existing pri­
marily on welfare or pension checks, any 
increase in food prices can be the dif­
ference between eating and not eating for 
a day or so before their monthly check 
arrives. For them, food is the major item 
in their budget. 

The fact that the poor pay more was 
emphasized in a presentation of National 
Educational Television in New York city. 
A portion of the transcript of National 
Educational Television's N.E.T. Journal­
The Poor Pay More, states: 

"All too frequently. when the [poor] 
sign an installment contract, or make a 
purchase, they pay higher prices, get ex­
ploited more often and receive worse 
quality merchandise than anyone else .... 
Government sponsored studies have al­
leged that the poor pay more. A study 
made by an anti-poverty agency contend­
ed that the poor pay more for food than 
do middle and upper income families." 

Investigations disclosed that a certain 
jar of mayonnaise was 31 cents where 
the upper- and middle-income families 
shopped, 41 cents where the poor bought 
their food. A brand of peaches' was priced 
at 39 cents where middle-income families 
bought; the poor paid 45 cents. Vinegar 
sold for 18 cents in the better neighbor­
hoods; the same bottle cost the poor 25 
cents. A bottle of corn all sold for 59 
cents on 72nd Street in New York city 
and 65 cents on 120th Street, where these 
price comparisons were made. Such prices 
tend to indicate that the poor pay more. 

The Kiplinger Washington Letter, cir­
culated privately to businessmen, dated. 
October 6, 1967, said: ((Supermarkets in 
poor areas will be hit by more consumer 
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protests following claims of price gouging 
against the poor in Washington, D. C." On 
October 12 three houswives told a Con­
gressional hearing that a large supermar­
ket chain charged poor persons higher 
prices than they did persons in middle and 
upper incomes. They said prices in three 
stores in the poverty areas of the Dig.. 
trict of Columbia were an average of 9.1 
percent higher on September I, when wel­
fare checks were received, than in the 
six other stores. Under questioning, the 

'women also said that the stores in the 
poverty area were dirtier and had poorer 
service. 

Arthur Ross, commissioner of the La­
bor Statistics Bureau, said a survey 
showed food prices tended to rise in the 
Watts neighborhood of Los Angeles when 
relief checks were distributed. He said 
that the spot check of eighteen food prod­
ucts in chain and independent stores 
showed that "among items where prices 
changed, there had been more increases 
in the Watts area than in higher-income 
areas of Los Angeles." 

Why the Poor Pay More 
The poor pay more perhaps because 

they are often leSs observant, less in­
formed on price changes and moneymak­
ing schemes. They also appear to be more 
easygoing and do not complain as much 
as some when irregularities are WlCOV­

ered. Sometimes, too, it may be because 
insurance rates are higher for store own­
ers in areas that h'ave been marked by 
violence. 

A number of large American chain 
stores claim that they pursue a one-price 
equal-quality policy throughout their 
stores. But some large chain stores are 
known to have advertised products at cer­
tain prices, while at certain stores the 
products were marked with higher prices. 
The prices on the products had not been 
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changed, and a poor houseWUe wno 
would purchase these products would of~ 
ten pay the prices that were marked on 
the product itself, not the price that was 
advertised in the newspaper. In two stores 
a total of twenty items were'found either 
priced higher than advertised or not avail· 
able. Sometimes' a sign was placed in 
front of the product with, the sale price 
on it, and yet the product was marked 
with the higher price. Unless the shopper 
is alert he may pay more than the adver· 
tised price. And it is usually-the unobser· 
vant poor who pay the higher prices. 

Paying for Poo,r Quality Too 
One reporter stated that in East Har· 

lem, New York, bread and cake, supposed· 
ly unsold that day, and offered at bargain 
prices, "were actually left on the shelves 
for periods up to two weeks, often be· 
coming molded." His study also showed 
that meat in the poorer neighborhood 
stores was of very poor quality, that the 
low-rent-area store was, in effect, "a 
dumping ground." The poor not only paid 
more, but received inferior quality for 
their money. 

Often the poor are deceived into buy­
ing poor merchandise by fast~talking 
salesmen. The glib salesman promises a 
new refrigerator freezer, which turns out 
to be secondhand. The poor man may find 
himself paying new-product prices for sec­
ondhand merchandise. Other salesmen 
may promise they will send special quali­
ty foods at lower prices but the customer 
finds himself receiving poor substitutes 
for which he had paid peak prices. There 
are salesmen who make promises galore, 
but the guarantees, for the most part, are 
all verbal, and these are almost always not 
accepted in a court of law. Others say, "If 
anything is unsatisfactory, a refWld will 
be promptly given." A refund in money 
is something seldom, if ever, given. The 
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poor, nowever, are oIten tOO reaay tG De-­

lieve what salesmen tell them, frequently 
to their sorrow. 

Unfortunately there are some mer­
chants eager to provide the poor with so­
called "good buys" at exorbitant prices, 
and the merchandise all too frequently 
turns out to be very shabby. In one of the 
poorer sections of New York a sales pitch 
was made to a prospective furniture cus~ 
tomer: "If you buy three rooms of furni· 
ture from me, I will give you a kitche,n 
set free." What the salesman did not tell 
the customer, however, is that the mark­
up on the other two sets of furniture was 
exorbitant, that the kitchen set was ex­
tremely flimsy, and was more than made 
up in the markup on the other merchan­
dise included in the sale. Writer-producer 
Morton Silverstein of National Education· 
al Television, interviewing a furniture 
salesman, asked about the average' mark· 
up in furniture. The salesman said: "It's 
about 80 percent." 

"Eighty to a 100 percent?" asked Sil­
verstein. 

The salesman's reply was: "Approxi­
mately." 

Poor Pay High Interest Rates 
The National Educational Television's 

journal says: "The poor man's troubles 
begin precisely because he is poor. In a 
society where the pressure to buy is al­
most irresistibl~, the poor have to tum to 
long term high interest credit buying, the 
most expensive kind, as their only means 
of moving toward what has been called 
the better life. . . . In every major city 
some merchants have discovered they can 
profit by selling a time plan with all its 
hidden costs, as well as the merchandise 
itself .... But all too often when the poor 
do buy, the payments last longer than the 
life of the furniture and appliances." 

Dr. David Caplovitz, who did research 
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for National Educational Television's pro­
gram, painted out that a salesman may 
tell one that he is paying 10 percent a 
year. But 10 percent is not the true credit 
charge, Caplovitz says. "It is actually dou­
ble that." The real tragedy, he says, "is 
that the customer hardly ever knows what 
he is paying in the way of a true annual 
interest rate. Clearly the low income cus­
tomer cannot pay cash for such expensive 
merchandise, and so he must bear the 
cost of these finance charges which bring 
the final price of the merchandise to a 
great deal more than he himself had ever 
anticipated." Those who can pay outright 
eliminate finance cbarges. The poor man, 
when forced to finance, must pay more. 

If at all pOSSible, it would be wise for 
the poor not to buy on installment, espe­
cially if it is not a vital necessity. Many 
persons with modest incomes learn 'how 
to control their spending and dQ wi:thQut 
until they have saved up enough for a 
wanted item, thereby paying cash and sav­
ing the interest costs; and at the same 
time the money they saved was earning 
interest in the bank. So thriftiness has 
advantages. 

Poor Move to Protect Themselves 
What can be done to protect the poor 

from exploitation? In a number of places 
the poor are moving to protect them­
selves. The community bargain store has 
come to the fore. More people are speak­
ing about organizing cooperatives, credit 
unions, buying clubs as a protection 
against unscrupulous merchants. 

The courts are also being petitioned to 
refuse to honor contracts that are decep­
tively worded and obviously written to, 
confuse the customer. Stronger legal pro­
tection against fraud and deception than 
now exists is being urged. 

More people are being educated as to 
the deception of greedy merchants. Peo-
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pie are being trained to beware of adver­
tisements that offer a great deal for a low 
price. Poor people are being educated to 
double-check closely the weights of pur­
chase items and to study carefully the 
purchase ~ipt for errors. People are 
asked to be more observant. When bar­
gain hunting, many find it advisable to 
take the advertisements with them and 
to make sure that they compare prices, as 
well as quality. 

People are also encouraged always to 
try to buy on a cash basis for tangible 
savings. If they must borrow money, they 
are being advised to take out a bank loan 
at 6 percent interest, rather than the mer­
chant's loan of 10 percent, to cover the 
total sales price. 

All these safeguards have become nec­
essary because personal standards of mo­
rality have slipped badly. Whenever mer­
chants profit from the open ignorance ot 
customers, whenever salesmen misrepre­
sent the quality of their goods, then not 
only do the poor have to pay more, but 
all men suffer because God-given princi­
ples of decency and honesty are violated. 

Until concern for the poor becomes a 
reality; until men come to appreciate that 
love, not selfishness, is the right way; un­
til men come to understand that gener­
osity, not greed, results in happiness; un­
til then will the 'Poor suffer and have t() 
pay more. 

Even though that happy day for the 
poor will not come Wltil God removes the 
wicked at his war of Armageddon, still 
there is much that the poor can do to 
help themselves now by following the sug­
gestions herein stated. And all merchants 
would do well to take to heart the in­
spired counsel recorded at Proverbs 22: 
22, 23: "Do not rob the lowly one be­
cause he is lowly ... For Jehovah him­
self will plead their cause, and he will 
certainly rob of soul those robbing them." 
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THOUGH man's cultural and living hab­
its have changed as generations have 

passed, one thing that man has not 
changed is the desire for person~l comfort. 
As long as the extr.emities of the seasons 
have existed there bas been a need for 
humans to intervene and work to lessen 
the severity of either heat or cold. The 
common source of lessening this severity 
has been provided by the comforts of 
home. 

There are many homes or dwellings to­
day that, with a little knowledge and ef­
fort on the part of the inhabitants, could 
be made even more comfortable. 

As time passes, architectural concepts 
change. With the advent of modern ar­
chitecture and new trends in construction, 
particularly with emphasis on heavily 
glassed walls, and so forth, heating prob­
lems can be worsened. In earlier years 
when homes were quite simple and heavily 

. bUilt, they were more thermally sound. 
Fireplaces and wood stoves served as heat 
sources. As time went on, radiators af­
forded the luxury of having heat in more 
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'Ulan one room of a 
building. Since the 
structures built at 
that time would be 
able to hold heat 
reasonably well, 
radiators would, 
and in many cases 
still do, provide 
comfortable room 
conditions. 

With emphasis 
more on architec­
tural appearance in 
modern structures, 
quite often good 
heating systems 
are neglected for 
the sake of the 
aesthetics of a 
home. 

In many of the medium_ and higher­
priced homes, good central heating sys­
tems may be installed, but these may have 
considerable limitations. Whatever may 
be the case in your home, chances are that 
you could still increase the comforts of 
your home with little or no expense in­
volved in doing it. 

Drafts a Major Enemy to CO,mfort 
One of the biggest menaces to comfort 

and health during th'e winter heating sea­
son is drafts. A little basic knowledge of 
what causes drafts and how to combat 
them, can be instrwnental in virtually 
eliminating them. 

In colder climates, if you have fairly 
large glass or window areas, you can ex­
pect a downdraft of cold air from the 
colder window surface. The inside surface 
temperature of a single-pane glass panel 
in a 70° F. room when it is 20° outside, un­
der average conditions, is about 32°. If 
the outdoor temperature dropped to 00, 
the inside surface temperature would soon 
drop to about 16°. As the warmer room 

13 



air comes In contact with the cold glass 
surface, the air is chilled, making the 
colder air heavier than the warmer room 
air, thus causing it to fall down the win­
dow. This situation, known as a winter 
convection current, will cause the cold air 
to fall 'to the floor and then spill out onto 
the floor area. This is a common cause of 
cold feet. To a certain degree, drapes will 
help, but most of the cold air will merely 
spill out the bottom of the drapes to the 
floor area. That is why radiators or other 
types of heat sources are placed under 
windows to combat this. 

Another draft source comes from in­
filtration of outside air due to wind. A 
room with one outside wall could pos­
sibly experience one air change per hour. 
If two walls were exposed to the exterior, 
this would increase to as much as one 
and a half air changes per hour. How­
ever, if doors and windows are weather­
stripped, or storm sash is used, the air 
changes would reduce to about two-thirds 
of the above-mentioned rates. 

Even light switches and electrical con­
venience outlets have been known to be 
sources of cold-air inlets under certain 
conditions. When a fireplace is not in use 
and the damper is open, heavier cold air 
will spill down the chimney into a room 
virtually as water would. The obvious 
thing to do in this case is for one to be 
sure the damper is closed when the fire­
place is not in use. 

Although some ventilation is essential, 
the control of air infiltration is helpful, 
and reducing it will substantially lower 
heating fuel cost. Electric baseboard heat­
ers often are placed under extensive win­
dow areas to combat drafts. If this is 
contemplated, however, be sure that the 
wiring will accommodate the additional 
electrical load. Further, if drapes are used, 
these must also be considered for length, 
and so forth. 
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Radiation Independent of 
Air Temperature 

Have you ever gone into a room where 
the thermometer registered a temperature 
generally considered comfdrtable and yet 
you felt chilled and just could not seem 
to get warm? In the majority of cases 
this circumstance stems from cold sur­
faces in the room. This is prevalent in 
rooms with cold walls, ceilings or floors. 

The chilling sensation occurs due to 
heat from our skin radiating to a colder 
surface. A warm surface radiates to a cold­
~r surface regardless of the surrounding 
air temperature. Radiation can be illus­
trated with the skier who can comfortably 
stand on the ski slopes in the sunshine 
though stripped to the waist. The sun's 
direct radiation plus reflection of the sun 
from the snow warms him, provided 
there is not a wind present. However, 
when heat is transferred from our skin 
surface, we feel a chill. 

For every degree the room surface tem­
perature is lower than the desired effec· 
tive room temperature, the air tempera­
ture must be raised about 1.4° above the 
desired comfort level. For example, if you 
wish a comfort level of 72° and the aver· 
age surface temperature of the walls, floor 
and ceiling is 69° (called "mean radiant 
temperature"), the air temperature must 
be raised 4.20 above the 72° effective tern· 
perature or to 76.2° to compensate for ra­
diation. This emphasizes the value of 
insulation by lowering inside surface tem­
perature in addition to reducing heat loss. 

The use of insulation in homes is gen­
erally accepted as good building practice 
for more reasons than one. In addition to 
reducing heat losses through ceilings or 
walls to as low as 20 percent or less of 
those of uninsulated structures, the insIde 
surface temperature of the insulated wall 
or ceiling is considerably higher. Since 
"effective" room temperature is related to 
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room surface temperatures, the same de~ 
gree of comfort can be obtained with low­
er air temperatures. The savings in fuel 
costs aO'orded by insulation will usually 
pay 00' the initial cost of insulation in a 
short period of time. In addition, one's 
home will be much cooler in the summer 
heat. Needless to say, insulation will be 
of little value in walls with a high per­
centage of glass. 

Rugs and carpets also play an effective 
part in reducing cold fioor surface tem­
peratures, which cause cold feet; as well 
as reducing heat loss through fioors over 
unheated spaces. 

Thermostat Considerations 
Homes that have become quite cold due 

to the heating system's being shut down 
the previous night 

cold air. Conversely, if you set a lamp or 
other heat source near it, yOW' house will 
always be cold since the thermostat will 
be prematurely satisfied. Caring to see 
that the thermostat is in a place un­
affected by erratic heat or cold sources 
can help in its effectiveness in regulating 
the temperature of your home. 

There is a common misconception of a 
thermostat. A person may be cold or in 
a room that is cold. Under these conditions 
one is prone to tUM up the thermostat to 
a high setting, say goo or 85°, thinking 
that this will accelerate the heating of 
the room. This apparently stems from 
former experience in old-fashioned hand­
controlled burners, where the amoWlt of 
heating desired would control the inten­
sity of the fiame or heat. The higher one 

would turn the dial, 
certainly do not 
make getting up 
during those cold 
winter mornings any 
easier. If you are one 
of the many that 
wish lower tempera-
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the ,faster the heat 
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However, unless you 
have an expensive 
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tures dW'ing sleeping hours, this can be 
remedied by the installation of a night set­
back thermostat. These thermostats have 
a timing device so that, dW'ing the sleep­
ing hoW's, the nighttime temperature in 
the house is reduced to your desired set 
point and then is raised to the desired day­
time temperature by the time you are 
ready to arise from bed in the morning. If 
thermostat wires are accessible, a time 
switch could also do the same thing, with 
the exception that the heating system will 
completely shut off during sleeping hours. 

If your heating system is controlled by 
a thermostat, the location of this sensing 
device is extremely important. If it is 
subject to cold-air drafts, it will overheat 
your house due to the influence of the 
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stage modulating 
type of thermostat 

generally used in more expensive commer­
cial heating systems, this is not the case 
with the average residential thermostat. 

If you wish to raise the room tempera­
ture to 72°, for example, then turn the 
thermostat to 72;0 and the heating system 
will raise the room temperature to 72° at 
full output of the heating apparatus and 
shut off the system. If you were to turn 
the thermostat up to 85° tmder the same 
conditions, the room temperature would 
not be raised to 72° any sooner and the 
heating system would continue running 
tmtil the temperature reached 85°, so 
overheating the house. 

Whatever the thermal environment of 
yOW' home, the application of some basic 
principles will undoubtedly aid in increas­
ing the comforts of- your home. 
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Could such things be happening to~ 
day, to Christians, in this twentieth 
century? Listen to the reporter as he 
recounts what he has learned from 
interviewing some of the eyewit~ 

nesses and the actual victims of 
Malawi's shame. 

He first explains that Jeho­
vah's witnesses have been es­
tablished in Malawi for thirty­
four years. Until recently 
there were over 18,000 Wit~ 
nesses scattered in the vil­
lages and towns through­
out Malawi. These, he 

-A Shaftle 
on Africa 

SOME of the women quietly cried. All looked stricken. 
Men sat somber, uncomfortable, even ashamed at 

what they were hearing. The occasion was the noon 
mealtime at the Bethel home adjoining the branch office 
of the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society in Kitwe, 
Zambia. One man was speaking and all gave him, close 
attention as he related his shocking and even horrifying 
report. 

This man, a Central African correspondent for the 
Awake! magazine, had just returned from interviewing 
some of the survivors of the most brutal, inhuman per­
secution of Christians in this twentieth century. This 
persecution had taken place and is taking place in Ma­
lawi, a new democracy, an emerging nation in Central 
Africa, ruled by President Banda. 

To match the harrowing accounts of suffering, cruelty 
and obscenity that the reporter related, one would have 
to go back to the extermination of the early Protestant 
Waldenses in southeast France and Italy in the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centw-ies. The persecution of the Wal­
denses has been described as one of the most horrifying 
periods of history. History records how these devout 
people were imprisoned in dungeons, burned at the stake, 
beheaded before their children, hurled over precipices; 
their homes and villages were burned; their womenfolk 
were stripped naked and outrageously violated; their 
innocent children were massacred. 
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explained, were ordinary 
people who cultivated 
their land, looked after 
their families and used 
some of their time every 
month to teach others the 
Bible. They did not join 
political parties, nor en­
gage in political activities. 
They endeavored to live 
quiet and peaceful lives, 
'paying back to Caesar 
what belonged to Caesar, 
and to God what belonged 
to God.' This was the posi­
tion until October. Then 
Dr. Banda declared Jeho­
vah's witnesses a prohibit­
ed society in Malawi. Any­
one who befriended or 
assisted them could be sent 
to prison for seven years. 
This was the cue for an all­
out attack, unprecedehted 
in its sadistic cruelty, bes­
ti'ality and obscenity, upon 
Christian men, women and 
children throughout the 
rural areas of Malawi. The 
apparent goal was to ter­
rorize all of Jehovah's wit-
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nesses into denying their faith or to ex­
terminate them. 

"Now," explained the reporter, "there 
is not one Witness living in any vii:" 
lage or who has a home in any village 
in many areas of Malawi. Throughout the 
COWltry their homes have been torn 
down, set on fire and destroyed. Their 
furniture has been Slnashed and confis­
cated, their grain stores burned down, 
their chickens and pigs slaughtered. 
Many of the Witnesses still living in the 
rural areas of Malawi have had to flee 
into the bush, only to be hunted and 
killed like wild animals by bands of un­
controlled youths. Others have fied to 
towns and asked to be arrested; thou­
sands of others have sought refuge in 
Portuguese East Africa, and others have 
tried to flee to Zambia, only to be turned 
back to face further brutality. Over one 
thousand devout Christian women have 
been raped, some of these undergOing this 
obscene treatment from many different 
youths throughout a long night." 

The reporter pauses and thumbs 
through his notes. "A few days ago I in­
terviewed some of the survivors. Relive 
with me for a little while some of these 
interviews and listen to the personal re­
ports of your Christian brothers and sis­
ters." He warns that it will not be 
pleasant. 

"Let me introduce you to Samsl;m 
Khwnbanyiwa. As you see he is an older 
brother. He served as a congregation 
overseer for the Nkhonya Congregation 
of Jehovah's witnesses. What have you to 
tell us, Brother Khumbanyiwa?" 

"In myoId age my sons were good to 
me. They supported me and enabled me 
to own a costly beautiful house, furnished 
with the best furniture that I could get. 
Now everything has been demolished and 
all my furniture destroyed. My kitchen 
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was first set on fire, and then they burned 
down the Kingdom Hall, then the house 
itself. Not only all my fUl'll).ture but all 
my suits and personal clothes were delib-­
erately torn to bits and pieces. I have no 
hope of gOing back home at all. Two per­
sons, J. Razaro and Y. Chukambiri, have 
conspired to kill me and have arranged 
for the youths to do so. They feel ashamed 
and have a guilty conscience, and they 
wish to silence me so that I cannot make 
known to others what they have done. 
These men are amazed that I am still con­
tinuing strong in the faith, but I know 
that I am never alone and Jehovah has 
protected me. It is even surprising to my­
self that I am still living since October 24. 
I can only attribute this to the fact that 
Jehovah is walking with me, and he has 
arranged for my preservation thus far. 
Most of the brothers in my congregation 
have had to flee to Portuguese East Afri­
ca. However, I will wait on here till all 
,are able to go, and then I will follow, still 
to care spiritually for my brothers. Happy 
are you brothers who yet have freedom of 
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worship and assembly. We beg you, please, 
to pray for us so that we can spiritually 
stand firm at the cost of even life itself." 

"Here is Brother Evans Noah. What 
have you to tell us, Brother Noah?" 

"Mr. Pangani, M.P: for Mlanje East Re­
gion, addressed a meeting in our area. 
Following this meeting, between the end 
'Of October and the beginning of Novem­
ber seven of my spiritual brothers were 
killed in the Mlanje district. Five of 
these were in Chief Chikwnbu's area and 
two in Chief :Mkanda's." 

"Let us move on. Here is Brother 
James Chibana. What have you to re­
port?" 

"During the last week of October, an 
unknown number of my Christian sisters 
in the Mlanje area were raped. Forty of 
these women were pregnant. Due to the 
way they were abused, each one suffered 
a miscarriage. It was reported to the po­
lice but nothing was done about it. Among 
those raped were ten married daughters 
of Brother Mwinji,la and four fleshly sis­
ters of Brother Chimwenya." 

"Now, here is Brother Justin Zacuruka. 
He is overseer of the M'cemeni Congre­
gation in the Mchinji district. What have 
you to tell us, Brother· Zacuruka?" 

"On October 24 Brother Foster Paul, 
his wife and their twelve-year-old daugh­
ter, along with ten other Christian broth­
ers and sisters, were found in the bush 
by a gang of youths and beaten up. Then 
they ordered the men and women to take 
off their clothes and asked BrotJ:1er Paul 
to have sexual relations with his wife in 
the presence of all the youths and the 
twelve-year-old daughter. Brother Paul 
refused. Then they pushed his wife to the 
ground and then forced the husband on 
top of her. The youths then tried to force 
the husband's private part into the wife's 
part. He still did not have relations with' 
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his wife. Then they ordered him to get 
up and tried to force another Witness to 
have relations with her and then, In turn, 
tried to force all the men to have relations 
with one another's wives." 

"Why were they treated like this, 
Brother Zacuruka?" 

"Because we refused to buy a political 
card." 

"Next we have Brother Sandless Gwe­
zani. He tells us that he has heard that in 
the Kasungu area, at a place called Cha­
nghanga, forty-four Witnesses were at­
tacked and all of them killed. Some of 
these were from the Matako Congrega­
tion." 

"Here are two of our Christian sisters, 
the older one, who has with her a thirteen­
year-old daughter, is Meya Helebati from 
Kambuwe Village, Chief Mkanda. What 
have you to tell us, Sister Helebati?" 

"Late in the evening of November 1, 
1967, I and my daughter, along with 
twenty-eight of my spiritual sisters, were 
seized by the youths. We were brought 
before officials of the Malawi Congress 
Party and two young members. The 
youths and the village people came to 
watch what was h·appening. All together 
they numbered about 300. A large fire was 
lit and everyone gathered around while 
we were questioned. They demanded that 
we buy a political card. When we refused, 
they stripped all of us naked and stood 
us around the fire, exposing us to all the 
onlookers. Then, using fists and sticks, 
they began beating me. After the beating, 
two youths grabbed my hands and two 
others my legs and they held me over the 
burning fire. They then dragged me be­
hind a house and sexually assaulted me. 
Al! of my Christian sisters were treated 
the same way. I was raped by six men 
that night and my thirteen-year-old 
daughter by three men. This torture went 

AWAKE! 



on the whole night, from evening to morn~ 
ing of the next day. Stin we refused to 
buy a political party card, and, tinally, in 
the morning, they let us go. ~ recognized 
two of the men who sexually assaulted me. 
They were Chewazi Wizimani and Thami~ 
son of Kapanda Village, Chief Mkanda, 
Mchinji." 

"Sister Linile Pinifolo Chimgw-ede 
stands quietly by while Meya recounts her 
terrible ordeal. Sister Linile is young and 
not long married. r ask her if what Sister 
Helebati has said is really true. She con­
finns it in every detail. This young sister 
was a regular pioneer minister. She says 
that one of the men who attacked her 
was Muyande Chekani, Faniwell Village, 
Chief Mkanda, Mchinji. She says that this 
whole incident took place in Faniwell Vil­
lage." 

"Now we have two brothers, one is a 
congregation overseer, Brother Benjamin 
Zokoto, and the other is his assistant, 
Wiskoti Chipe. What have you brothers 
to tell us?" 

Brother Zokoto speaks. "r and Brother 
Chipe and another brother were beaten 
until we were unconscious. Fifty of the 
brothers and sisters from my congrega­
tion have fled into the bush. We cannot 
say exactly where they are." 

Brother Chipe then interrupts to de­
scribe how a brother and his wife were 
stripped naked and marched through 
neighboring villages for a distance of 
about two miles. In each village the 
youths gathered all the people and young 
children to come and see the nakedness of 
this man and his wife. The wife was un­
dergoing her menstrual period and the 
cloth was pulled from her and her condi­
tion exposed and ridiculed before the on­
lookers. 

"The ones directing this obscenity," ex­
plained Brother Chipe, "were Billiad Chi­
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pewa of Kachele Village, Chief Zulu; La~ 
zalo Dunda of Chipew8. Village, Chief Zu­
lu; Yamikani Dunda of· Chipewa Village, 
Chief Zulu; and BinaIi Saulo of Kachele 
Village, Chief Zulu." 

"This is Sister Zeleniya Mazowe. She is 
the wife of the congregation overseer at 
Kadewele, Mbanda Village, Chief Mkanda, 
Mchinji. What have you to tell us, Sister 
Mazowe?" 

"On November 2 at about 3 a.m., I and 
another sister were seized by about a hun~ 
dred youths and dragged outside the vil­
lage. They raped us and, when we still re­
fused to buy a pOlitical card, they bPa.t us 
severely. r was -sexually assaulted "y fif~ 
teen different men. I do not know how 
many similarly attacked my companion. 
'!\vo of the men who attacked me were 
Madziakayenda and Zindikilani of Saidi 
Village, Chief Mkanda, Mchinji." 

"Here are three Witnesses standing to­
gether. Each has a harrowing account of 
torture to relate. One describes how 
Brother Lezala Kalindang'oma of Ntifi­
nyire Village, Chief Mkanda, was beaten 
and asked to purchase a political card. 
When he refused, the youths took a knife 
and made cuts encircling his arms and 
then his legs and inflicted many cuts in 
his head. Another relates that Brother 
Mkundika and Brother Chisauka of Mthu~ 
zi Village, Chief Santhe, Kasungu, were 
severely beaten and then ordered to buy 
Malawi Congress Party cards. When they 
still refused, six-inch nails were driven 
into their feet, bicycle spokes were forced 
through their legs and then they were 
ordered to run. The third- tells how Broth­
er Sajeni Kapala of Kapala Village was 
seized by youths, beaten and threatened 
with torture if he did not buy a card. 
When he still refused, they took a burning 
stick and placed this against his arms, his 
legs, his head and his entire body. But he 
refUsed to compromise his religious be-
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liefs or deny his God even under this 
burning torture." 

The correspondent looks around his au­
dience who have been listening aghast. 
Their changing expressions reflect their 
compassion for their Christian brothers 
and sisters, their admiration for their faith 
and integrity under such treatment, deep­
felt indignation against the perpetrators 
of these vicious and obscene indignities, 
and a silent prayer that, if so tested, they 
could also remain faithful. 

The reporter asks: "Can you bear 
more? Here, then, is the final report. It is 
from Brother Mazowe, a congregation 
OVERSEER What have you to tell us, 
Brother Mazowe?" 

"Seventy-eight Witnesses fled to Chief 
Chanje's area in Zambia in the Lundazi 
district. There they were arrested and 
sent back to Malawi. The Witnesses 
sought protection from the police, but 
they ordered them to return to the same 
villages where they had already suffered 
beatings and other indignities. The Wit­
nesses split into two groups and, as a 
group of about forty of them were travel­
ing back to their villages, they were sur­
rounded by a large number of youths 
from the Kafiti branch of the Malawi 
Congress Party. They demanded that the 
Witnesses show them their party cards 
and, when they explained that they did 
not have cards, they began b~ating up 
both the men and the women. All the 
youths joined in raping the women until 
the males were sexually exhausted. Many 
of the women by this time were uncon­
scious. Finally they tried to force the men 
to have intercourse with the women so 
that then they could watch." 

There is silence when the correspondent 
concludes his appalling and grievous ac­
count. It is hard for his audience to real­
ize that this is happening just some hun­
dreds of miles from where they are sit-
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ting, in the neighboring country. This is 
happening to their Christian brothers and 
sisters. What can they do to help? Why 
have Dr. Banda and his followers acted in 
this way? These are the questions that 
fill their minds. 

Why? Why? Why? 
After reading these revolting and 

heartrending reports, you may have won­
dered, why was this treatment meted out 
to Jehovah's witnesses? Why have they 
been the object of such bestial hatred by 
the members of the Malawi Youth 
League? Have the Witnesses done any­
thing that might excuse such treatment? 

The only complaint that Dr. Banda's 
Malawi Congress Party and his Youth 
League have against Jehovah's witnesses 
is that they have not bought a party card, 
signifying their membership in the Mala­
wi Congress Party. This is the charge 
made against Jehovah's witnesses when 
they are assaulted. It is well known world 
wide that as Christian ministers, dedicat­
ed to preaching God's kingdom as the only 
hope for mankind, Jehovah's witnesses 
do not engage in party politics. At the 
Same time they respect the constitutional 
governments in power as the superior 
authorities allowed by God and to whom 
they must render relative subjection. 
Thus, in Malawi, as elsewhere, Jehovah's 
witnesses have always been exemplary in 
paying their taxes, in working hard, in 
promoting literacy and in setting an ex­
ample in clean living. They feel that in 
all these ways they do much to contribute 
to the welfare of their fellow citizens. Is 
the refu."ml to join a particular political 
party and the failure to carry a party card 
identifying one with that party a reason 
for any kind of persecution, not to men­
tion the pitiless and barbaric torture be­
ing afflicted on Jehovah's witnesses in Ma­
lawi? 
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Who Are ReBp6lU1ible? 
Reports indicate that the actual atroei­

Jes perpetrated on Jehovah's witnesses 
in Malawi have mainly been carried out 
by the so-called Youth League, YOWlg, un­
employed persons, owing allegiance to the 
Malawi Congress Party. But who is ulti­
mately responsible? What responsibility 
does Dr. Banda, the President of Malawi, 
bear in this matter? 

The Sunday Mail of Rhodesia quoted 
Dr. Banda as saying that he would release 
anyone charged with beating up Wit­
nesses if it was shown to be the result of 
provocation. His own Malawi News of No­
vember 24, 1967, quotes him in sarcastic 
reference to Jehovah's witnesses, saying, 
"Why [have] they ... so.ugbt protection 
from the police after 'one small scratch'?" 
and, "If anyone of these people are in 
trouble they should not go to police but 
should go to church and pray." This and 
similar statements are interpreted by ir­
responsible Malawi youth as an invitation 
to depravity and violence. Dr. Banda's 
only reply thus far to these reports of 
violence is flatly to deny that Jehovah's 
witnesses are being mistreated. Surely, as 
the powerful president of his cOWltry, in 
control of a countrywide network of po­
litical party members as well as of the 
police and the civil administration, he 
must know what is going on in Malawi 
today. If he knows and allows it to con­
tinue, then surely he as the leader of the 
country and the Malawi Congress Party 
must bear the responsibility for what is 
happening in his COWltry and in the name 
of his political party. 

Likewise, members of Parliament and 
party members who have either incited 
the yOWlg people to violence or twned 
a blind eye to what is happening cannot 
be exempted from responsibility. Can civil 
servants, police officers, the legal profes­
sion and other responsible officials who 
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oecause of concern for their security of 
position condone by silence what is hap­
pening in Malawi absolve themselves from 
responsibility? 

The Shame of Africa 
What is happening in Malawi today 

should make all those who love Africa and 
Africans ashamed. Many well-wishers 
have watched in sympathy as the new 
emerging nations in Africa have striven 
to cope with many problems and at the 
same time to maintain standards of free-. 
dom, balanced with law and order. There 
have always been enemies ready to decry 
any attempts by the former colonialized 
people to govern themselves. Dr. Banda, 
by allowing, countenancing, or even ad­
vocating the inhuman treatment now be-. 
ing meted out to Jehovah's witnesses in 
the Central African state of Malawi, has 
given cause to all those who have the in­
terests of the African at heart to feel 
ashamed. 

What Can You Do? 
If you are appalled at the above ac­

counts of what is happening in Malawi, if 
you feel Christian and humane concern for 
those still suffering, we urge you to voice 
your protest to responsible officials. We 
suggest that you write to or visit the Ma­
lawian consul or ambassador in your coun­
try. We also urge you to write to the re­
sponsible goverrunent officials in Malawi 
listed below. After referring to what you 
have read, you could ask why this treat­
ment is being meted out to Jehovah's wit~ 
nesses and why the goverrunent is not in­
tervening to bring it to a halt. You could 
appeal to their religious sentiments, to 
their humanity and to their respect for 
the good name of their cOWltry and of 
Africa. May your appeal help to end Ma­
lawi's reproach and Africa's shame and 
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bring relief to thousands of suffering and 
oppressed Christians in that land. 

Address your appeal to: 

His Excellency Dr. Hastings Kamuzu Banda 
President of Malawi 
P.O. Box 53 
Zomba, Malawi, Central Africa 

Mr. Brian C. Roberts, CMG, Q.C. 
Attorney General 
Central Government Building 
P.O. Box 32 
Zomba, Malawi, Central Africa 

By "Awake!" correspondent 
in Japan 

SUPERSTITION has made 
its mark on the pages of 

human history. But has this 
been to mankind's benefit? 
Would mankind be better off 
without superstition? If su-

The Hon. Sr. Frederick Southworth 
Chief Justice 
K.B., Zomba, MalawI, Central Africa 

S. G. Pooley, Q.C. 
Minister of Justice 
Office of the President 
P.O. Box 53 
Zomba, Malawi, Central Africa 

O. Ajose Adeogun 
Director of Public Prosecutions 
Central Government Building 
P.O. Box 32 
Zomba, Malawi, Central Africa 

perstition does indeed work TRUTH BUilDS UP against the interests of man- ' 
kind, where may we look for _ 
guidance that is upbuilding 
and beneficial? 

The very source of modern-
day superstition should act as a "Danger" 
sign to us. This source is the Babylon of 
some 4,000 years ago. A well-known en­
cyclopedia describes ancient Babylon's re­
ligion this way: 

"Every object had its spirit, good or 
bad; and the power of controlling these 
spirits was in the hands of priests and 
sorcerers .... Along with the establish­
ment of the Babylonian official religion, 
an astro-theology was created by the in­
troduction of astronomy into the religious 
sphere. . . . An elaborate system of au­
gury flourished down to the last days of 
the empire, and omens were drawn from 
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every event that could possibly happen."* 

Thus, when Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, proceede(l to lay siege to Jeru­
salem, in 609 B.C.E., he resorted to div­
ination in planning his strategy. "The 
king of Babylon stood still at the cross­
ways, at the head of the two ways, in 
order to resort to divination. He has shak­
en the arrows. He has asked by means 
of the teraphim; he has looked into the 
liver. In his right hand the divination 
proved to be for Jerusalem, to set 
battering-rams."~Ezek. 21:21, 22. 

• EMyc!opwdm Britannica, Ninth Edition. Volume 
III. pp. 192. 193_ 
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Even though superstlt10n tailed to save 
Babylon, political and religious leaders of 
succeeding world empires turned to Bab­
yIoDish superstition. (Isa. 47:9-15) It is 
said that the "boWldless ambition" of 
Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.E.) 
was inherited from his mother, "a woman 
of savage energy and fierce superstition."· 
Julius Caesar, who leaned heavily on as­
trology, C advanced his political career by 
bribing his way to priestly leadership in 
Rome's religion. Thus he became "Ponti­
fex Maximus," this title later being adopt­
ed by the head of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Christendom's Pagan Background 
Of Constantine the Great and his con­

version to apostate Christianity in 321 
:S.C.E., it is written: "His own narrative 
to Eusebius attributed his conversion to 
the miraculous appearance of a flaming 
cross in the sky at noon-day ... with the 
motto 'By this conque-.' ... Whatever the 
nature of the appearance ... it probably 
did not "amount to more than a super­
stitious belief in the symbol of the cross. 
. . . Paganism must still have been an 
operative belief with the man who, down 
almost to the close of his -life, retained 
so many pagan superstitions."t It was this 
superstitious sun worshiper who united 
apostate Christianity and paganism un­
der the ancient pagan sign of the cross, 
and who set the guidelines of much of 
the superstition that persists in Ch'f-isten­
dom down to this day. 

Coming into more modern times, we 
note that Napoleon, Mussolini, Hitler and 
other dictators sought guidance from the 
stars. Hitler's mountain retreat at ·Berch­
tesgaden swarmed with fortune-tellers. He 
plotted his campaigns according to the 
stars. Becoming aware of this, the Allies 

• ElIC]lclopwdia Britan"ioo, Ninth Edition, Volume 1, 
p. 480. 

t Ibid.. Volume VI, Pl'. 299-301. 
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wagea errective counter~asb;'ological war­
fare by plotting the horoscopes of Hitler 
and his chief aides, and countering the 
moves that the "stars" suggested. It has 
been reported that in Washington, D.C., 
as many as ten thousand customers con~ 
suIt the capital's astrologers weekly, in­
cluding principal men of government and 
their wives. Superstition has been a guid­
ing force in worldly government down 
through four thousand years. 

Superstition in Daily Life 
Superstition also has a powerful effect 

in the lives of the people of most COWl­
tries of earth. But is this to their advan­
tage? Consider some of the superstitious 
practices that are followed in just one 
modern country-J apan. 
~re is, for example, a strange reli­

gious calendar of memorial services. At 
the Ikebukuro Skate Center, in Tokyo, 
Buddhist priests mark the official open­
ing of each ice-skating season by conduct­
ing memorial services for old ice skates. 
Memorial Day for timepieces is observed 
each June 10 at the Tokyo Asakusa Tem­
ple, where priests conduct services for a 
pile of worn-out clocks and watches. At 
another shrine, there are services for dis­
carded geta (wooden clogs). 

At the shrine of the Tokyo Central 
Fish Market, Shinto prayers are offered 
at the opening of the fugu (globefish) sea­
son, on behalf of the souls of the "poor 
fish" that are about to be served as a top 
Japanese delicacy. Likewise, a Shinto 
priest presides each July at the Ise Bay 
ceremony, and this is 'said to bring com­
fort to lobsters, dead and alive. 

These ceremonies may be picturesque 
and newsworthy, but do these supersti­
tious practices really bring benefit to old 
skates, timepieces and footwear, or to 
globefish and lobsters, or to any of the 
devOted or curious onlookers? 
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On November 17, 1967, a stone monu­
ment in Tokyo's Ueno Park was dedicated 
to the souls of the terrapin, a fish whose 
soup is considered to be an ideal invigo­
rator. The world's bantamweight boxing 
champion assisted in the ceremony, but 
it is hardly to be imagined that he owes 
his boxing crown to the superstition sur­
rounding the terrapin. 

Then, there are superstitions of daily 
living. Just as tile number "13" is frowned 
upon in Western countries, so the number 
"4" is superstitiously avoided in Japan, 
the reason being that the Japanese word 
for "death" is pronounced the same 
(Ushi") as "4." Thus, rather than wish 
you "death," a superstitious hostess will 
offer you a plate of three or five cookies, 
but never four. 

To mention just one of the many sea­
sonal superstitious practices, there is the 
celebration of Setsubun~ which is said to 
mark the last day of winter. As evening 
falls, the family of the house scatter 
roasted beans in each room and at the 
entrance, while shouting uOniwa-80to~ fu­
kuwa-uchi" ("Demons outside, good for­
tune inside"). So, it is superstitiously 
hoped, spring will start with good luck. 
As part of this ceremony, a branch of 
holly (with a sardine head attached) is 
sometimes suspended over the entrance­
way-reminiscent of the superstitious use 
of holly in another winter festival, the 
"Christmas" of Western countries. 

Superstitions of the kind described 
above abound in "Christendom," as well 
as in the Orient. They may seem "good 
fun" and harmless, but are they so harm­
lessf Remember that the Israelites of 
olden times failed because of falling away 
to the superstitions of their neighbors, as 
God's prophet explains: "But you men are 
those leaving Jehovah, those forgetting 
my holy mountain, those setting in order 
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a table for the god of Good Luck and 
those filling up mixed wine for the god of 
Destiny. And I will destine you men to 
the sword." (Isa. 65:11, 12) The apostle 
Paul also warned: "You cannot be drink­
ing the cup of Jehovah and the cup of 
demons." (1 Cor. 10:21) Those who wor­
ship the supreme God, Jehovah, must 
keep free from demon-inspired supersti­
tion.-Dellt. 18:10-13; 1 Tim. 4:1. 

Superstition and Phallic Worship 
Most religion stemming from Babylon 

has some phallic connections. In Japan's 
strongly Buddhist Nagano Province alone 
there are 420 shrines featuring phallic 
stones, usually representations of the male 
sex organ. All over Japan there are road­
side statues of the Shinto god, Juzo, usu­
ally decked with zigzag paper prayers im­
ploring fertility. Each year, as many as 
100,000 persons turn out at Komaki, in 
Aichi Province, to see a huge wooden 
.replica of the phallus, weighing over 600 
pounds, carried on a palanquin by forty­
six men from one shrine to another. At 
Saidaiji, in Okayama Province, there is 
the annual Hadaka Matsuri ("Naked Fes­
tival"), in which some 4,000 youths, clad 
only in loincloths, whip themselves into 
a frenzy as they struggle for possession 
of a wooden phallus that a priest tosses 
into their midst. 

Can it be said that hysterical, or even 
plack" worship of images of sex organs 
or other phallic symbols is upbuilding? 
Rather, such worship is degrading, re­
placing the spiritual by the sensual, and 
making humans animalistic. It works 
against impaling "the flesh together with 
its passions and desires," and contributes 
nothing to the cultivation of the "fruitage 
of the spirit," which is "love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, 
mildness, self-control."-Gal. 5;22-24. 
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TM Truth That Builds Up 
After observing the superstitions in 

Japanese religion, one writer concluded: 
"All early religion is sex." However, this 
is not so. Originally, mankind received a 
religion that was pure, uncontaminated. 
As the apostle Paul states, it is ungodly 
men, who gave themselves up to wclean­
ness, who have "exchanged the truth of 
God for the lie and venerated and ren­
dered sacred service to the creation rath­
er than the One who created, who is 
blessed forever."-Rom. 1:24, 25. 

"The One who created," Jehovah God, 
gave the first man and woman a" clean, 
exalted way of worship. They were to 
worship him according to his revealed 
truth, and- as they followed out' his com­
mand in pW'ity to "be fruitful and be­
come many and fill the earth and subdue 
it," they were to lead their offspring in 
appreciative worship of their great God 
and Benefactor. (Gen. 1:26-28) After Sa­
tanic temptation and demonic pressure 
had brought about the fall into sin and 
subsequent degradation of mankind, Je­
hovah continued to build up those who 
showed love for righteousness by reveal­
ing truth to them through his inspired 
prophets. These pointed forward to a 
clean and righteous society of mankind, 
a "new earth" that would flourish under 
the "new heavens" of God's kingdom by 
Jesus Christ.-Isa. 65:17; 66:22; 2 Pet. 
3:13; Rev. 21:1-5. 

As already noted, modern-day religious 
superstition really got its start in Babylon 
after the flood of Noah's day. It was then 
that Nimrod exalted himself as a god "in 
opposition to Jehovah." (Gen. 10:8-~O) 
Nimrod thus promoted false religion, and 
certainly sex perversion has been a fea­
ture of the superstitious Babylonian reli­
gion from its inception. Today the 
tentacles of Babylonian superstition pene­
trate into religion world wide. 
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Among other Babylonian practices, the' 
worship of "sex" has blossomed in this 
twentieth century. Even clergymen whom 
many would expect to stand for Christian 
principles are coming out openly in favor 
of "free [erotic] love," premarital sex, 
divorce on any grounds, adultery and even 
sodomy! Why, a recent news report from 
the United States says: "Ninety Episco­
palian priests generally agreed yesterday 
that the church should classify homosex­
ual acts between consenting adults as 
'morally neutral' and acknowledge that in 
some cases such acts may even be a good 
thing."· This despite the Bible's clear-cut 
condemnation of such an immoral rela­
tionship!-Rom. 1:24-27, 32. 

Thus apostate Christians are joining 
hands with pagan and "nature" religions, 
the beatniks, the hippies and others, in 
phallic practices that are condemned by 
God. As 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10 states: 
"What! Do you not know that unrighteous 
persons will not inherit God's kingdom? 
Do not be misled. Neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men kept 
for unnatural purposes, rior men who lie 
with men, nor thieves, nor greedy per­
sons, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex­
tortioners will inherit God's kingdom." 

The modern-day outcrop from the reli­
gion of superstition is all very degrading. 
However, Jehovah has happily provided 
protection for those who love righteous­
ness. Bible truth helps to bUild up a pro­
tection against the degrading, demonistic 
superstitions and practices of our day. We 
are wise if we study diligently the truths 
of the Bible, and seek out association with 
those who love the Bible. This will build 
us up in the true faith, and will lead us to 
finding safety when the present immoral, 
superstition-based system of things and its 
Babylonish religion are overwhebned in 
destruction.-2 Pet. 2:5; 3:7, 14. 

~ The New York Times, November 29, 1967, p. 1. 
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'1'0 all who wish to make truth-and 
not superstition-the guidepost in their 
lives, the apostle Paul gives the following 
sound advice: "FinaJJy, brothers, what­
ever things are true, whatever things are 
of serious concern, whatever things are 
rigl1teous, whatever things are chaste. 

whatever things are lovable, whatever 
things are well spoken of, whatever vir­
tue there is and whatever praiseworthy 

thing there is, continue considering these 
things." (Phil. 4:8) Tr1.lly, Bible truth 
builds up. 

Religious Center Struck by Tragedy 
By "Awokel" correspondent in Colombia 

"I NEVER thought that the bread we 
eat every day would cause the death 

of my dear little Peter," grieved the 
mother of a three-year~old. He was one of 
the victims of the mass food poisoning 
that claimed seventy-seven lives on Satur­
day, November 25, 1967, shocking Colom­
bia and the rest of the world. 

Little did the owner of the bakery :real­
ize what was in store for Chiquinquira, 
the religious !<capital" of Colombia, when 
he ordered thirty bags of flour, How was 
the owner of the farm-supply store to 
know the deadly result of his order of in­
secticide? But what of the truck driver 
that carried the supplies from Bogota to 
Chiquinquira? Did he not know that 
some bottles of an insecticide had broken 
and spilled over ten bags of flour, caUSing 
a strong odor? Well, he thought the 0d01' 
was gasoline spilling from the tank as he 
made his way over the rough mountain 
roads, Somehow he did not sense danger. 
The qaker and his employees caught 
whiffs of the insecticide as the bread 
baked, but, «surely it is only fumes from 
the gas ovens," they reasoned. No one 
took time to investigate thoroughly. 

The stark reality quickly became ap­
parent when Chiquinquira's populace 
arose to eat breakfast. The insecticide­
contaminated bread immediately started 
to take its toll, and the sixty-bed San Sal-
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vador Hospital was rapidly converted into 
the theater of the tragic happenings. 

Report of tke Doctors 
The doctors relate their frustrating ex~ 

periences in attempting to cope with the 
situation: 

"At eight o'clock in the morning the 
first three children arrived dying of food 
poisoning. One died ten minutes later. 
During the next half hour the hospital 
was invaded by the sick and a great num­
ber of dead, approximately 25, it being 
the case that a number of the people 
poisoned were taken home before they 
ever reached the hospital, having died on 
the way (three blocks). Some relatives 
that were helping out with the first aid 
of the younger ones died in the process. 
A concrete case: Zona Ortegon, sixteen 
years old, who was helping her two 
younger brothers in the hospital, died a 
few minutes later without ever showing 
signs of being poisoned. 

"We nine doctors Were concentrated in 
the hospital attending no less than 300 
people that were demanding immediate 
attention amid shouts, confusion and pan­
ic, demanding of us in the most heart~ 
rending way, difficult to describe, the sal­
vation of their family members. There 
were cases where relatives snatched sy­
ringes from the doctors and took stomach 
pumps by force from other patients in 
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'order to use them on their afflicted famj~ 
Iy members and try to save them; cases 
of mothers with dead children in their 
arms boldly demanding that they be 
treated, because they could not believe 
that they had already died. We, can cite 
the case of the Gordillo family in which 
the first three children died and the 
mother arrived with the dead body of the 
fourth in her arms, pleading for medical 
aid. 

"At this time we were everywhere at 
once, giving first aid, flushing out starn· 
achs, giving oxygen, aspiration of flooded 
air passages, and so forth. We began to 
inject Atropine, and this along with the 
oxygen supply soon ran out. In cases like 
these there are no institutions in the 
world that can be adequately endowed to 
be able to care for such a volume of vic­
tims. . . . One has to be present and feel 
in flesh and spirit the magnitude of an 
emergency without precedent in the 
country." 

A Deadly Insecticide 
By four o'clock in the afternoon the 

cause of the poisoning had been estab­
lished and the proper antidote was being 
administered. The first suspect was the 
water. Or, maybe the milk was contami­
nated, since it was mostly children who 
were dying. Then, two chickens died just 
after gobbling up some crumbs of bread, 
and they were examined at the labora­
tory. The culprit? Folidol, a highly toxic 
insecticide used for fumigating agricul­
tural products, such as potato plants and 
cotton. It can kill by being inhaled or by 
coming in contact with the skin, as well 
as by being taken into the body with 
food. It does its worst damage in the first 
twelve hours, affecting the respiratory 
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system and causing death in most cases 
by suffocation. 

The pr~sident of ColombIa was shocked 
upon hearing the painful news early in 
the day and immediately got in touch 
with the Minister of Health, who flew by 
helicopter to Chiquinquira and personally 
took charge of matters. 

By Sunday morning the effects of the 
poisoning had started to subside and the 
survivors were on their way to recovery. 
The city surveyed the toll: 200 families 
had been affected by the food poisoning. 
Sunday was devoted to burying the dead. 
Funeral services were carried out in 
three separate groups. Soldiers helped dig 
the necessary graves. The governor of the 
department donated the more than seven­
ty coffins that were needed. 

Following the tragedy. laws were pro­
posed to control the handling of food­
stuffs in a better way, and a poison cen­
ter is to be established in Bogota to meet 
emergencies, such as the one that recent­
ly occurred. 

But the most immediate need of this 
aiIlicted community is for real comfort 
and hope for the future. Many, when 
they realized what was happening in 
their midst, exclaimed, "Oh, no! Not 
again!" Actually, the city has not re­
cuperated from the disastrous shaking it 
received during the earthquake of July 
1967, when five people were killed and 
500 homes were destroyed. The Church 
of Our Lady of Chiquinquira, where the 
image of the Queen of Colombia is vener­
ated and is the object of annual pilgrim­
ages from different parts of Colombia 
and many countries of the continent, was 
one of the worst damaged. Certainly 
these people need a hope, something de­
pendable, a hope such as only the Bible 
can give. 



~E are critical times for the family. 
.1 In some parts of the world children 

are separated from their parents at a 
tender age. They may progress through a 
number of state institutions toward manM 

hood or womanhood without ever experi­
encing the tender care and firm discipline 
of parents. In other parts of the world, 
especially in prosperous democratic lands, 
family members drift apart under the lure 
of excitement and materialism. The peace 
and security formerly associated with 
family life are now for many almost a 
thing of the past. 

"Nevertheless, there can be no doubt 
that God's favor and blessing are upon the 
family arrangement. In fact, he instituted 
the family as the basic unit of society. If 
you have your Bible at hand, please turn 
to Psalm 107, verse 41, and note how 
God's blessing is linked with family life: 
"He protects the poor one from afflic.tion 
and converts him into families just like 
a flock." Recall, too, that it was a God­
fearing family that Jehovah saw fit to 
carry through the great Flood-a family 
from whom all families living today are 
descended.-Gen. 8:18; 1 Pet. 3:20. 

What about your family? Do you en­
joy a family life that satisfies? How much 
time and effort does each member contrib­
ute toward doing things as a family? Are 
the members genuinely interested in one 
another's welfare? Is there a communica­
tion gap between parents and children, be-
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tween older members and yOWlger ones? 
Are some members so completely en­
grossed in certain personal interests, such 
as a hobby, a girl friend, or some outside 
associate, that they have nothing'left to 
offer toward maintenance of close family 
ties? 

.. Despite the trend toward disintegra­
tion of the family, this does not have to 
apply in your case. It wUl tak~ Ww,& Cm\­
scious effort, however, and general co­
operation of all members of your family. 
But the results will be well worth it, for 
home can be a pleasant refuge from this 
world's babel of conflicting interests. And 
each marriageable youth surely would 
want to be able to introduce an intended 
mate to a family noted for its warm 
atmosphere and orderly manner of life! 

5 For happiness in family life good or­
ganization is essential, and this depends 
largely on the family head's taking the 
lead and presiding effectively. Note what 
the <;reator· of man and the family in­
spired one of his penmen to write on the 
qualifications of a mature Christian: "A 
man presiding over his own household in 
a fine marmer, having children in subjec­
tion with an seriousness." (1 Tim. 3:4) 
Peace and cooperation rather than a noisy 
free-far-all can be achieved through firm 
leadership. 

'! 'To enSUl'e proper famHy administra­
tion, there needs to be a code of conduct 
for the governing of all members, appli­
cable to the family head also. God's writ­
ten Word, the Bible, furnishes just such 
an authoritative standard. (2 Tim. 3:14-
16) And it follows that regular family 
study of the Bible is the best way to make 
sure that every member becomes familiar 
with the requirements it sets forth. All 
members, young and old, have opportuni­
ty during such brief study sessions to ex­
press themselves as believing in the Bible's 
fine principles. (Rom. 10:10) What better 
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way could there be to develop godly soli­
darity in the family? 

Family Bible study inculcates proper 
respect for the head of the household, for 
his position as decreed by the Creator: 
"Listen, 0 sons, to the discipline of a 
father and pay attention, so as to know 
W1derstanding." "You wives, be in sub­
jection to your husbands, as it is becoming 
in the Lord." (Prov. 4:1;' Col. 3:18) Such 
genuine respect for the office of husband 
and father is the key to happiness in fami­
ly life, for it demonstrates submission to 
God's arrangement.-1 Cor. 11:3. 

a Of course, the family head must strive 
to prove himself worthy of the confidence 
and respect of the family. He needs to 
take bis position seriously' and make his 
own life an example to the whole house­
hold. (Col. 3:19, 21; Eph. 6:4) In this 
way he will avoid becoming like the re­
ligious hypocrites of whom Christ Jesus 
declared: "All the things they tell you, do 
and observe, but do not do according to 
their deeds, for they say but do not per­
form."-Matt.23:3. 

B That other essential to family happi­
ness, doing things together, requires plan­
ning. (Amos 3:3) And the head of the 
household has this responsibility. In 
scheduling family activities, such as 
household and kitchen duties, shopping 
excursions, table conversation, family out­
ings and Bible study sessions, he is wise 
if he takes into account each individual's 
need-making sure that there is interest 
for each one, regardless of age. And per­
haps one evening a week might be left 
open for each to pursue his own special 
interest or to engage in personal Bible 
study. 

10 When disciplinary measures have to 
be applied, it should be in calnmess, not 
in the heat of anger. (Ps. 37:8; Jas. 1: 
19, 20) And it should always be with a 
realization of the parent's own weakness-
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es and mistakes. (Gal. 6:1) The objective 
should be to correct and improve the 
child's attitude, not to exasperate and 
drive him into revolt and hatred. 

11 When the question of selecting suit­
a~le religious association comes up, the 
WIse household head will be guided by 
Bible principles. He will recall that' it is 
God's arrangement for families to wor­
ship unitedly~ "the men and the women 
and the little ones ... that they may listen 
and in order that they may learn." (Deut. 
31:12) God's way is .not that of segregat­
ing the family members according to age­
groups into clubs, societies and the like. 

12 With proper organization and mutual 
appreciation of the Bible's role in their 
lives, God-fearing families can enjoy a 
peace that is uncommon in these trou­
blous times. They can find happiness now 
and also anticipate many future blessings. 
-Ps.128:1-4. 

Can you answer these questions? For answers, 
read the article above. 

(1) Why is family security almost a thing of 
the past even in prosperous democratic lands? 
(2) In view of what the Bible says at Psalm 
107:41, how does God view the family arrange­
ment? (3) What questions will help you deter­
mine whether your family life is as satisfying 
as it should be? (4) To improve your family life, 
what is required on the part of each one in 
the home? (5) In harmony with 1 Timolhy 3:4, 
what is necessary for happiness in Ihe family? 
(6) Since the Bible provides the slandard thai 
leads 10 family happiness, what is Ihe best 
way to become familiar with its requirements? 
(7) What fine principle does Ihe Bible inculcate, 
as shown at Proverbs 4:1 and Colossians 3:18? 
(8) In view of Jesus' words about religiol,ls 
hypocrites, 'how can the family head prove him­
self worthy of the respect of the family? (9) In 
scheduling family activities, what provision does 
a wise family head make? (10) When discipline 
has to be administered, with what attitude 
should the parent act? 111) What principle 
as to religious association, mentioned 01 Deuter­
onomy 31:12, should be followed? (12) What 
blessings can the Biblically-organized family 
anticipate? 
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"Epidemic" of Bllndness 
<$> Dr. Jules C. Stein, chair­
man of the nonprofit Research 
to Prevent Blindness, Inc., 
warned in November that the 
blind popUlation of the United 
States "is increasing at a 
rate nearly twice that of the 
general population." Stein 
stated that from 1940 to 1960 
the blind population increased 
by 67 percent while the United 
States population grew only 
36 percent. Main causes were 
listed as a rising number of 
elderly persons, many of whom 
develop eye disorders; long­
lived diabetics and a large 
number of defective children 
with vision problems. 

1914 the Beginning of the End 
<$> For over fifty years Jeho­
vah's witnesses have been pro· 
claiming to the world that the 
year 1914 marked a turning 
point in the histori' of man­
kind, ushering in a unique 
generation prophesied to tE'r· 
minate in a catastrophic man· 
ner, namely, in the war of 
Armageddon. Book reviewer 
Herbert Mishael, in his re· 
view of Randolph Churchill's 
book Winston 8. Ohurchill, 
Volume 2, notes that Church· 
ill realized that the shot that 
was tired on June 28, 1914. in 
Sarajevo "shattered the world 
of security. .. shattered it 
like a hollow vessel of clay." 
Mishael further states: "The 
world has never been the same 
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place since. It is useless to ar· 
gue now the rights and wrongs 
of that catastrophic moment. 
All we know is that it was a 
turning point. and the wonder­
ful, calm, attractive world of 
yesterday had vanished, neVf'r 
again to appear." 

Norway's Drug Problem 
<$ Norway is faced with a 
growing drug addiction prob­
lem. In 1965 only one youth 
was accused of drug addiction 
in Oslo. In 1966 there were 
twenty-four cases. And in the 
first nine months of 1007 at 
least 65 persons were charged 
with using drugs, most of 
them being from fourteen to 
twenty·two years old. Now al· 
most daily arrests are made 
in the nation's capital in can, 
nection with drug addiction. 
The youth of Norway are re­
portedly in search of "reality," 
but drugs certainly will not 
help them to find it. 

Air Pollution Down Under 
<$ Australia ranks third to the 
United States and Canada in 
the consumption of fuel, hav­
ing doubled its use in the last 
decade. Total oil consumption 
for 1966 was 4,610.878,000 gal· 
Ions, plus 20 million tons of 
brown coal burned per annum 
to produce electric power. Out 
of every ton burned there is 
produced 200 pounds of solids 
as grit and ash, 40 pounds of 
sulphur oxides and 8 pounds 

of nitrogen oxides. Oil refin· 
eries can pour out 450 tons of 
sulphur dioxide each day and 
airliners discharge between 6 
and 7 tons of unburned fuel, 
known as hydrocarbons, every 
day during takeoffs and land­
ings from Melbourne and Syd· 
ney airports. Due to this alarm­
ing increase the bronchitis 
death rate is up 208 percent, 
lung cancer is up 244 pe:.;cent 
and, by contrast, arterioscle­
rotic heart disease (still Aus­
tralia's greatest killer) is up 
168 percent. 

The Land of the Bible 
<$ American naturalist Peter 
Farb in his book The Land, 
Wildlife and Peoples of the 
Bible makes a number of inter­
esting points. For example, 
he notes that the fish that 
swallowed Jonah could have 
been a whale, but more likely 
was a white shark that grows 
60 feet in size and "can store 
food in its belly for many days 
without digesting it." 

Because Palestine of the 
Bible lies "at the crossroads 
of three continents," it has a 
tremendous variety of wildlife. 
Says Farb:I"Almost every kind 
of bird that inhabits Northern 
Africa, Southern Europe and 
Western Asia has been seen in 
the Bible lands." There are 
about 2,250 species of trees, 
shrubs dnd plants in the land. 
Its climate ranges from Arctic 
to tropical. And yet the land is 
"so small that a soaring eagle, 
on a clear day, can see almost 
all of it at once." 

Light Penetration 
<$ To what depth does sunlight 
penetrate the ocean? Five dif­
ferent research submarines 
found that sunlight reaches a 
depth of 2,300 feet! Off the 
coast of San Diego, California, 
observers found that natural 
light 600 feet down offered 
greater viewing range than 
even the submarine'S' artificial 
lighting. 
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Protestant Frustrations *' The fourth assembly of the 
World Council of Churches is 
scheduled to meet at Uppsala, 
Sweden, next July. People hope 
that the World Coun~il of 
Churches will say something 
or do something about the 
world situation. But the COun· 
cil is a consultative and ad­
visory body with no power to 
speak or act on behalf of Its 
constituent churches. The 
Glasgow Herald, referring to 
this point, said: "The key to 
renewal for both Church and 
world lies not so much in 
new structures and strategies 
as in giving the Bible back 
to the people as an open 
book. The deep root of the 
weakness and frustration of 
modern Protestantism lies in 
the fact that, while Scrip­
ture is the supreme authority 

and Protestantism knows no 
other, ordinary church mem­
bers have given the Bible up 
as a bad job. They no longer 
expect to hear God speaking. 
They leave that to the experts. 
It seems a pity that in Scot· 
land a more determined effort 
is not being made to gather 
the churches around the Word 
of God." And it is a pity Jthat 
laymen see this need and not 
the clergy. 

Living with $280,000 '* Twenty.six·year-old John 
Davies was asked if he' was 
happier since he won $280,000 
in football pools. Davies, who 
emergcd from seclusion, said: 
"I was far happier with my 
pay packet as a builder's lao 
bourer." Since he came Into 
wealth a year ago, said Davies, 
"my life has been hell. Spong_ 

en, eadge1'l, and hangers·on 
have turned it into one long 
bout of misery." Things got so 
bad that for ten weeks he has 
had to live on the run out of a 
suitcase in different parts of 
England. What has all of this 
made of Davies? "Things are 
going to change," he says. 
''I'm going to be a bit more 
hardhearted in the future." 

Famine Inevitable 
<i> From 1970 on hundreds of 
millions of people will starve 
to death, according to Ameri­
can biologist Paul Ehrlich, and 
this in spite of any crash pro­
gram that might be started 
now. Ehrlich even suggested 
that the U.S. stop sending food 
to countries that he feels are 
lost causes already. He sees no 
plan to harvest food from the 
seas that will stem the coming 
crisis. 

f! WiJI11 CMnrt- TO 
If':! __ -~ THOSE WHO 

Are you one of the countless 
millions who are "sighing and 
groaning over all the detest­
able things that are being 
done" in the world around 
us? (See Ezekiel 9:4.) Com­
fort is to be found in an un­
derstanding of God's_ pUrpose 
for our generation. It is regu­
larly discussed in The Watch­
tower. Read it regularly. One 
year, 8/6 (for Australia, $1; 
for South Africa, 70c). Send 
today. 

- MOURN 

THE WATCHTOWER 
One year, 8/6 

(for Australia, $1; for South 
Africa, 70e). 

,._ ..... _ ..... _._._ .... --.--_ ............. _--._ ......... _--._._ ..... _--._.-----.--_ ...... ---._---_ ......... _--.--_ ............................................ . 
WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 

I am enclosing 8/6 (tor Australia. $1; for South Africa. 7OC). Please send me TII-e Watchtower for 
one year. For mailing the coupon I am to receive free the three timely Bible booklets God'8 
Way [8 Lotie, "Lcok! [ Am Making All Things New" and When AU Nat.on8 Unite Under GOd'8 
Kingdom. 
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Read 

The "popular" answer 
mignt be "No!" and some 
might cite the example 
of what they would call 
"the myth of the Garden 
of Eden." 

But is this summarpy dismissing of the Bible 
aCG:ount of man's orIgin justifiable? Is the cur­
rently popular theory of evolution more accept­
able in fact? Did Man Get Here by Evolution or 
by Creation? That is the title of a new book 
that has already had international acclaim as the 
most significant, thought-provoking treatise ever 
written on the subject, One researcher in the 
field wrote the publisher: "Having painstakingly 
examined this work, I have been profoundly im­
pressed by the way in which scientific facts have 
been so skillfully interlaced with valid argument, 
which in turn has been buttressed with very 
pointed Biblical statements," Have you considered 
the best arguments on both sides of this signifi­
cant controversy? 

Did Man Get Here by Evolution or by Creation? 

Only '2/3 (for Australia, 25c; for South Africa, l8C) 

WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 
Please send me the 192_page, Illustrated and hardbound book Did Man Get Here by Evolution 

or by Creation' I am enclosing 2/3 (for Australia, 25c; for South Africa, 18c). 

Street and Number 
Name or Route and Box 
Post Postal 
Town District No. . ...... ". County 

In; AUSTRALIA, 11 Beresford Rd .. Strathfield, N.S.W. CANADA: 150 Brldgeland Ave., Toronto 19, Onto SOUTH 
AFRICA: Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsfonteln, Transvaal UNITED STATES: 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, :>r.Y. 11201. 
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