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How much of this evolved by itself? 

In almost all countries throughout the 
world the doctrine of evolution is taught. 
School textbooks on biology and history 
present evolution as established fact. 
Evolutionary teaching saturates science, 
philosophy, history and even religion to­
day. Whenever the subject of the origin 
of life and man is discussed, it is almost 
always presented in evolutionary terms. 
But what do you personally l<now of the 
evidence for or against the belief in evo­
lution? Does it really harmonize with 
the facts of science? Examine the mat­
ter carefully. It has a direct bearing on 
your life and your future! Send only 25c. 

Did Man Get Here by Evolution or by Creation? 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11201 
Please send me the illustrated, 192-page hardbound book Did Ma•~ Oet 
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THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE 

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our f'imes must 
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. " Awake!" has no fetters. It recognizes 
facts , faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political t ies; it is unham­
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of " Awake!" is not narrow, but is international. " Awa ke!" has its 
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its a rticles are read in many lands, in many 
languages, by mill ions of persons. 

In every issue "Awake!" presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It 
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent passes in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activitie s in the fields of government and commerce about w hich 
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical 
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its CO\•erage. " Awake(" pro· 
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awake(" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and stre ngthening those 
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish­
ment of God's righteous new order in this generation. 

Get acquainted w ith " Awake!" Keep awake by reading " Awake!" 
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"It is a lready the hour for you to awake." 
- Romans 13:1 1 

Volume XLVIII e,·ooklyn, N.Y., November 8, 1967 Number 21 

AMONG men and na­
tions today the 

spirit of retaliation is 
rife. It is not W1com­
mon to hear of one na­
tion saying to another: 
'If you take a certain 
course of action, we will 
construe it as an un­
friendly act and tal<:e 
appropriate measures 

A VOID out self-control, fierce, 
without love of good­
ness." (2 Tim. 3:1-3) 
But is this any justifi­
cation for professed 
Christians to allow 
themselves to be infect­
ed by the worldly spirit 
of vengefulness? Surely 
not. 

the 

against you.' On the local scene the same 
spirit is reflected by many protest move­
ments, marked by frequent name-calling 
and impatient refusal to refer issues to 
cool-headed discussion. But what about the 
incidence of this angry spirit in personal 
lives? 

Even in personal relationships, at home, 
at work and at play, the same return-like­
for-like attitude is common. Is it not true 
that when someone says something dis­
paraging about you, the urge is to snap 
back? And do not people in the same 
household often quarrel and refuse to talk? 
Grievances and grudges are permitted to 
rankle in the mind, with a resulting bitter­
ness that banishes joy and happiness. 

Long ago the Bible foretold that this 
spirit of retaliation would be accentuated 
in our time, for the apostle Paul wrote to 
warn us that "in the last days critical 
times hard to deal with will be here. For 
men will be lovers of themselves, . . . not 
open to any agreement, slanderers, with-
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Indeed, the outstand­
ing feature of true Christianity is the spir­
it of genuine, principled love that it mani­
fests. Instead of allowing themselves to be 
dragged down to the level of worldly peo­
ple, followers of Christ strive to keep al­
ways in mind these words of their Leader: 
"Continue to love your enemies and to 
pray for those persecuting you." (Matt. 
5 :44) True, they are imperfect and their 
flesh is weak, but they cultivate the men­
tal attitude of Christ Jesus, and strive to 
imitate him in their relationship with 
others. 

In his dying moments Jesus prayed in 
behalf of his enemies. So also did the first 
Christian martyr, Stephen. But through­
out his earthly ministry the attitude of 
Jesus was consistent with that prayer. He 
was always conscious of the long-suffering 
and kindness of the heavenly Father 
toward even imperfect, sinful men. He re­
minded his followers that J ehovah "makes 
his sun rise upon wicked people and good 
and makes it rain upon righteous people 
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and unrighteous."-Matt. 5:45; Luke 23 : 
34; Acts 7: 60. 

So what about those grudges, those spells 
of huffiness, those I'm·not·speaking atti­
tudes in which people are tempted to in­
dulge? Is it dangerous to have a part in 
these? It surely is, for they display a spirit 
completely at variance with that of our 
Father in heaven. 

"You must accordingly be perfect, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect," is the 
lofty standard that 
Jesus held up before 

sible, as far as it depends upon you, be 
peaceable with all men. Do not avenge 
yourselves, beloved, but yield place to the 
wrath; for it is written: 'Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, says Jehovah.' ... Do 
not let yourself be conquered by the evil, 
but keep conquering the evil with the 
good.''-Rom. 12:17-21. 

There is a powerful reason for Chris­
tians to strive to conquer the evil with the 
good. J ehovah himself is the One who is 

good, and all who are 
really his ch ildren 
should reflect that his followers. (Matt. 

5: 48) Unreasonable? 
No; keep in mind 
that God and Christ 
know all about our 

Is It Wise to Discuss Reli(lion? fi ne quality in all 
t heir activities. To 
prove ourselves his 
children we have to 

Eyes in t he Sky. 

Is Britain a Chri$tian Country ? 

People Who Practice B ib le Principles. 

innate weaknesses 
and do not expect the impossible. Never­
theless, they set this high standard before 
us to emphasize that there is always room 
for self-improvement, as we strive to be 
like J ehovah God. Such striving will help 
to guard us against the worldly spirit. For 
example, we have only to be but briefly off 
guard for the spirit of retaliation to gain 
a foothold in our thinking and practice. 

That spirit leads to disaster. Israel's 
General Joab paid with his life for his 
course of vengefulness, despite his skill 
as a leader of his nation's armies. (1 Ki. 
2:28-34) The Bible relates that the same 
spirit of retaliation cost J acob's son Sim· 
eon the right of the firstborn (after Reu­
ben's disqualification) because he hastily 
avenged his sister Dinah without first, 
through his father, seeking Jehovah's di­
rection.-Gen. 49:5-7. 

How vital, then, to be on guard against 
the fi rst, small inroads of this wrong 
spirit in your life! Lovingly God set down 
the following counsel for all his servants : 
"Return evil for evil to no one .... If pos-
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copy his loving way. 
Thus, when Jesus instructed his followers 
to love their enemies and pray for their 
persecutors, he added the reason, namely, 
''that you may prove yourselves sons of 
your Father who is in the heavens." OVIatt. 
5:45) Surely that is what you want to do! 

In all your relationships with others, 
therefore, in the family circle, a t your 
secular job, as well as during the hours of 
relaxation, guard against being provoked 
into retaliatory action against those who 
wrong you or appear to have wronged you. 
And when you are tempted to break out 
in speech or action that is unchristian, ask 
yourself the questions: What will such 
speech or action prove as to my spiritual 
parentage? How can it identify me as one 
of God's children? 

Being kind and forgiving to people who 
are I<i~d and forgiving to you is no great 
thing. But, if we "become ldnd to one an­
other, tenderly compassionate, freely fo r­
giving one another" when wrongs are com­
mitted, then we shall have the testimony 
that we are indeed striving to be like om· 
Father in the heavens.-Eph. 4:32. 
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A YOUNG woman slipped past East 
German border guards. Slowly she 

lowered her body into the icy waters of a 
canal and swam to West Berlin, towing 
her infant son behind her in a tub. Her 
daring effort could easily have cost the 
mother's life, as well as the life of her 
child. Yet this fact did not deter her, be­
cause she believed that West Berlin of­
fered her a reason to live. 

Still West Berlin, where people seeming­
ly have so much to live for, now leads the 
world in the number of suicides-people 
giving up on life. According to the World 
Health Organization, 33.9 West Berliners 
out of every 100,000 take their lives each 
year, as compared with 28.4 in East Ger­
many. Evidently some cannot find a suffi­
cient reason to keep on living. 

Take, for example, the case of Norma 
Jean Baker in America, who made fame 
and fortune her goal in life, as so many 
people today do. She skyrocketed to star­
dom in 1946. At the youthful age of nine­
teen she became a ''star," a household 
word throughout America and much of the 
world. Fame was hers! Yet, this in itself 
was not enough to make living worth 
while for her. While still soaring in her 
career, she tool< her own life. She was 
only thirty-six years old. Her tragic death 
left people wondering, Why? Perhaps you 
knew her better as Marilyn Monroe, the 
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Hollyvvood beauty idol of millions of per­
sons. 

Still others say that it is equal opportu­
nity for all that makes life worth living. 
Yet in America, often called "the land of 
opportunity," suicides have reached shock­
ing proportions. In 1965 there were 22,560 
known suicides in the United States, and 
almost all experts insist that the true fig­
ure is at least two to three times as great. 
Anywhere from 500,000 to a million Amer­
icans every year reveal by their actions 
that they are uncomfortably close to 
suicide. 

The most alarming thing about re­
cent suicide figures is the sharp increase 
in suicidal deaths among young people. 
Since 1914 suicide has ran.l{ed among the 
ten leading causes of death in America. 
Among college students suicide is the sec­
ond leading cause of death. Among youths, 
aged fifteen to nineteen, suicide is the 
Number Three cause of death. There are 
nearly three known adolescent suicides a 
day, and some experts say the true figure 
may be 5,000 a year. Dr. Harold Jacob· 
ziner of the New York City Department of 
Health said that in 1957 suicide was re­
sponsible for more deaths in children, be­
tween the ages of ten and fourteen, than 
tuberculosis and poliomyelitis put togeL'l­
er. Why have these yotmg people taken 
their lives? 
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A World Phenomenon 
Suicide is a world phenomenon today. 

Dr. Edwin S. Schneidman, a California 
psychologist, regards it "basically as a 
disease-one of epidemic dimensions per­
haps, but one that is preventable." The 
World Health Organization in a report in­
cluded a survey of recent suicide rates in 
twenty-one countries. Hungary heads the 
list, with a yearly average, from 1961 to 
1963, of 33.9 suicide deaths per 100,000 
population. Finland is second, with 29 per 
100,000, and Austria third, with 28.3 per 
100,000. The study revealed that world 
wide four to five t imes as many men as 
women commit suicide. In suicides of men, 
Hungary still topped the list, with a rate 
of 48.9 per 100,000. The figures for women 
showed that Japan is highest, with 20.6 
per 100,000. Another source asserted that 
throughout the world more than 10,000 
people commit suicide every day, a shock­
ing figure! 

These alarming statistics have induced 
physicians and social scientists to combine 
their energies in an effort to prevent such 
mass self-destruction of human life. The 
big question these scientists are asking is, 
What is the reason for aU this self-murder? 

Why Suicides? 
For years social psychologists have spec­

ulated on this matter, but have never ade­
quately explained these figures. The his­
tory of suicide reveals marked variations 
according to race and period. Among peo­
ples of simple civilization and those with 
a fixed code of morals suicide is very rare, 
and is deemed unnatural and reprehen­
sible. 

Modern physicians and social scientists 
are inclined to believe that suicide is the 
culmination of many different factors, 
such as ill health, incurable disease, lone­
liness, rejection, frustrat ion stemming 
from domestic or financial or employment 
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situations. Alcohol and drugs often take 
the edge off the will to survive. Dr. H. L. 
Friedman, assistant Medical Officer of 
Health in South Africa, asserted that 50 
percent of all suicides are motivated by 
sex, love and marriage difficulties. Anoth­
er authority states that about a third of 
the suicides may be traced "to mental de­
rangement, thus indicating a close con­
nection between suicide and insanity." 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, former president 
of the United States, once associated sui­
cide with the welfare state and sin in Swe. 
den. But while Sweden's suicide rate is 
18.5 per 100,000 and Denmark's is 21, 
nearby Norway, with about the same 
amount of welfare and sin, has a suicide 
rate of 7.9. 

Some people have tried to blame sui­
cides on the weather, on those damp dis­
mal days. But studies show that the sun· 
niest months, namely, May and June, 
carry the highest suicide rate. So now it is 
generally believed that suicides have more 
to do with a damp drizzly outlook in a per­
son's heart than with the outside weather. 

Not to be overlooked among the causes 
of suicide are wicked spirit forces, demons 
who frequently tell people to kill them­
selves. Such persons report hearing "voic­
es," as in the case of a forty-year-old 
San Francisco woman, a secretary, who 
leaped to her death from a sixteen-story 
terrace of the Sir Francis Drake Hotel. 
Her landlady told police that the secre­
tary told her that she had been ordered by 
"spirit forces" to jump from a high build­
ing. How vital it is to reject any sugges­
tion from "voices" from the spirit realm, 
a.nd to pay attention instead to God's 
Word the Bible!-Eph. 6:12; Rev. 12:9,12. 

What Studies Show 
Studies reveal that a high number of 

suicide attempts occur in children brought 
up in unstable, disorganized or broken 
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homes. Therefore, a suicide or a threat to 
suicide by a child is viewed as a reflection 
against the parents and the community in 
general. 

Among college students the pressure 
from parents and the community on 
youth, not merely to learn but to excel, 
often is very great. The sad fact is that 
such pressures frequently do lead to sui­
cide. 

Immorality is a factor. Girls who be­
come pregnant out of wedlock often ex­
perience unbearable pressures in parental 
disappointment :md rejection in the com­
munity. Add these pressures to a girl's 
own feeling of shame and it may result 
in an overwheiming situation for a young 
body and mind, leading to the "death 
wish." 

The world's changing attitude toward 
suicide, no doubt, is also a contributing 
factor to the growing number of such 
deaths. In many lands suicide is no longer 
viewed as a crime or a grave sin against 
God, although it may be regarded as a re­
grettable deviation from normal behavior. 
When committed with a seemingly sane 
mind, it is gradually being looked upon as 
almost a human right and a civil liberty. 
In some lands it is considered a strictly 
personal affair and a family matter. Often 
grieving families request physicians not 
to list suicide as the cause of death. In 
some places, only those cases of self­
destruction in which the deceased leaves a 
note are officially entered as suicides. One 
case, in which a man stabbed himself, was 
closed out as accidental death on grounds 
that he "ran into a sharp weapon." 

Many churches of Christendom that 
once would not allow a suicide victim to 
be buried in a religious cemetery now 
view suicides with considerable tolerance. 

A still more potent factor than all oth­
ers is, no doubt, the decay of religion and 
of moral conviction during this century, 
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which has deprived many people of spiri­
tual knowledge, the most potent force in 
counteracting the tendency to suicide; for 
it is only a spiritual and inward strength 
that can enable the individual to stand 
against the pressures of these wicked days. 

A Christian's View 
Despite the so-called tolerant views 

toward suicide in Christendom, which 
views underscore the world's growing lack 
of morality and lack of faith in God, true 
Christians cannot condone such acts, for 
a number of reasons. Such acts show no 
fear of God, no trust in Him. They are 
a rejection of God's undeserved kindness. 
They are a violation of his commandment 
against murder. Suicide is murder, and it 
is just as wrong to murder oneself as it 
is to murder one's fellowman. It is a dis­
regard for the sacredness of life. It is a 
cowardly act, a fleeing from problems in­
stead of facing them.- Ex. 20:13; Rom. 
14:7-9. 

Suicide affects the mental health of the 
survivors. It leaves them with an enor­
mous sense of guilt and shame, not to men­
tion other burdens that may come upon 
them. It affects the mental health of the 
community as well. It is as though one has 
found a murderer in one's community, 
within one's own family. It certainly is 
not an act of love, and Christians are to 
love.-Mark 12: 28-31. 

Needed: a Reason to Live 
As a rule, potential suicide victims do 

not want to die. More than 70 percent who 
commit or attempt suicide are or have 
been under a physician's care. Eight out 
of ten persons who try to kill themselves 
and fail are very glad to be alive and 
probably will not try it again. Only about 
5 percent of those who make an attempt 
eventually commit suicide. When poten­
tial suicide victims are asked why they 
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were trying to destroy themselves, they 
invariably answer that they ha,d "nothing 
to live for." They have become disappoint­
e.d with life, sick of living. They have lost 
"all taste for life," as the prophet . Job 
said when he was smitten with a loath­
some disease. (Job 10:1, The Jerusalem 
Bible ) But Job survived. What potential 
suicide victims need, then, is what the 
prophet had that gave him the strength 
to endure despite his apparently hopeless 
state. And what was that? The prophet 
Job had his God to whom to turn. He re­
fused to turn his back on his God Jeho­
vah, and it was th.is that proved to be his 
salvation. 

So often, when men reach their top po­
sitions, gain riches or glory, they find that 
these have left them empty and hollow in­
side, because they fail to do what Job did, 
make God their refuge in life. They fail 
to fortify their lives spiritually. Societies 
that are totally materialistic are a bore 
to live in, because life becomes meaning­
less without God. Swedish economist Gun­
nar Myrdal admitted this, when he said: 
Sweden's 'materiaiistic paradise can be 
boring.' 

Since man is a creation of God, he finds 
in the worship of God a reason to live. 
When this reason soars above all material 
pursuits, even above one's own family in­
terests, then it is that true ha.ppiness is 
experienced. Young people today need such 
spiritual incentives as held forth in God's 
Word the Bible to enable them to grapple 
with everyday problems and to meet the 
challenges of life. Without true Christian 
incentives, such as the hope of everlasting 
life in a righteous new system of things, 
free of sickness and death, young people 
tend to become discouraged and disillu­
sioned with life. True Christian worship 
supplies sustaining hope.-Titus 1:2; Rev. 
21:4; Rom. 15:4. 

As first-century Christianity brought 
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new regard for life into a decadent civili­
zation, so now the good news about J e­
hoy~h's established kingdom, as preached 
by Jehovah's witnesses, provides an · en­
during foundation and bulwark in the face 
of present world despair. 

When a married German woman found 
herself very ill after World War II, . she 
took out a bottle of drugs and was deter­
mined to end he1· life with an overdose. 
However, the doorbell rang. She answered 
it. The caller, seeing her extreme distress, 
refused to leave. The householder col­
lapsed and was taken inside. Upon gaining 
consciousness she confessed what she was 
about to do. Her caller spoke to her about 
God and his promised new order. The two 
women prayed and they thanked God for 
life. That happened in Berlin almost twen­
ty years ago. Thoughts of God and his pur­
poses restored in the despondent woman 
a desire to live. Her caller was a minister 
of Jehovah's witnesses. 

Thus the battle against suicide, in the 
final analysis, is seen to be deeply influ­
enced by one's view of life and morality. 
A person who knows that he has a duty 
to perform toward God is bound to go on, 
be conditions what they may; and he who 
is convinced that there is forgiveness for 
the repentant and a better system to come 
will not despair for long. 

For life to be meaningful and rewarding, 
it must reach into the realm of the spirit, 
in fact, through prayer into the very pres­
ence of God, who is the source of life, and 
seek to obey him. (Ps. 36:9) That is what 
Jehovah God meant when he encouraged 
the ancient nation of Israel to "choose 
life in order that you may keep alive, you 
and your offspring." (Deut. 30:19) Choos­
ing life meant choosing to worship and 
sene the true God Jehovah, which is 
man's basic and primary reason for living. 
-Ps. 34:8; Eccl. 12:13. 
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By "Awake!" correspondent in Alaska 

I HAD never been in a flood nor thought 
that I ever would be. But that began 

to change as I approached Fairbanks, 
Alaska, via the Alaska Highway, Sun­
day afternoon, August 13. I was forty­
five miles from the city when I heard on 
the car radio that the Salcha River was 
threatening to wash out the road ten miles 
ahead. Steady rains for five days could 
not be accommodated by the swollen riv­
ers and sodden tundra. 

At the Salcha River b1·idge the road was 
still passable, but the flow continued to 
rise as it gushed its way into the larger 
Tanana River nearby. The Tanana con­
tinues northwest past Fairbanks and even­
tually dumps its contents into the mighty 
Yukon some 150 miles beyond Fairbanks. 
Here at the Salcha River, workers had 
built an eighteen-inch dirt dam at the 
edge of the road in an attempt to keep the 
water, already out of its banks and rush­
ing alongside, from spilling onto the road. 
Within a few hom·s after I passed, the 
highway at this point was closed, indi­
cating more serious conditions developing 
in the Fairbanks area. 

The Chena River, another tributary of 
the Tanana originating east of Fairbanks 
and flowing through the city, crept men­
acingly higher Sunday night as the rains 
continued. By Monday morning we heard 
radio reports that the downriver town of 
Nenana was being evacuated, as the Ne­
nana River, another Tanana tributary, had 
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reached a depth of 15.2 feet that morning 
and was still rising. Flood stage for the 
a:cea is 12.4 feet. 

Local radio reports said that Island 
Homes subdivision of Fairbanks was be­
ing evacuated because water was a foot or 
two deep in the streets and basements 
were filled up, as the Chena River con­
tinued to overflow its banks. A few other 
low-lying areas near the city were already 
being evacuated by boat and helicopter. 
One family of seven sat huddled on their 
roof in the rain as they watched their 
three-month-old calf drown. It was tied in 
the yard of their suburban home just a 
few feet away, but the family could not 
reach it without risking their lives. How­
ever, the majority of Fairbanksans still 
had no idea of how devastating this flood 
was to be. 

Preparatio11s Made for Evacuation 
By noon on Monday a companion and 

I decided to stay close by the phone of 
the presiding minister of one of the two 
Fairbanks congregations of Jehovah's wit­
nesses. Soon a call came from a newly in­
terested person who lived close to the riv­
er. His basement was filling up rapidly, 
and he needed a pickup truck to remove 
his belongings. We responded without de­
lay and, after wading in the hip-deep icy 
floodwaters for several hout·s, had all his 
belongings loaded on the truck. But when 
the waters flooded the engine we had to 
call for a tow from a larger truck. Water 
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was just reaching the main floor level of 
the abandoned house when our help ar­
rived. 

Upon our returning to the overseer's · 
home in Hamilton Acres subdivision at 
four o'clock in the afternoon, the flood­
waters were a half block away and creep­
ing closer. It was decided that his wife 
and children should head for a friend's 
home in the country, safe above the flood­
ing rivers. She hastily packed a change 
of dry clothing for each family member 
and scooped up an armful of bedding and 
left in the family auto. Four of us re­
mained to secure the house and belongings 
to the extent possible. 

We faced up to the grim reality that the 
waters could keep coming until the house 
was actually flooded. We decided to do 
what we could and to leave without de­
lay. We raised everything we could up off 
the floor at least two feet. This included 
beds, books, desk and dresser drawers and 
food items. Later we were glad we did, 
because the twenty-five inches of water 
that finally covered the main floor would 
have done much more damage had we not 
taken these precautions. 

It was 10 p.m. when we vacated the 
house. For several hours the four-unit 
apartment buildings next dom-, on lower 
ground than we were, had been evacuated 
and the basement apartments filled with 
four feet of water. It bubbled and churned 
past us through the neighboring yard and 
on down the street in a swift river two 
feet deep. I inched the car through the 
torrent for higher ground while the other 
three of our group headed for the King­
dom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses on a rub­
ber raft. It was one block in the other 
direction and a stalled car at the intersec­
tion was half covered with water. At the 
height of the flood the car was completely 
covered and rescue boats passed over it 
with ease. At the Kingdom Hall, Witnesses 
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worked vigorously to carry clothing and 
a few other items up to the main floor 
from the basement apartment while water 
lapped at the basement windows. 

We met again at 11 p.m. on high ground, 
where I had waited in the car, monitoring 
the radio reports. Bulletins said the water 
was then fifteen feet and was to crest at 
sixteen feet in one hour. A glimmer of 
hope! On the basis of this information we 
decided to return to the Kingdom Hall 
and fight the tide by building a dike 
around the building and thereby save it 
from flooding. We never made it! 

As we hurried to protect the Kingdom 
Hall we stopped to leave our extra vehi­
cles in the yard of ont- of the Witnesses, 
where we thought they would be safe. She 
warned that this area lay in the old Chena 
River bed that had been diverted several 
years ago to provide more housing prop­
erty. As we stood in the driveway the 
trickle of water at our feet began to swell 
before our eyes. "We'll get the family 
out!" one of the group said. By the time 
they got out and cut the dog loose, the 
animal was already treading water. 

Evacuation Belatedly Ordered 
The presiding minister spoke anxiously 

of one of the Witnesses back in the Hamil­
ton Acres area that we had just left. "We 
have to get her and the children out!" 
The two of us jumped into his large dump 
truck and headed for her home. In the 
low places there was already two feet of 
rapidly rising water. She had just heard 
the belated order on the radio to evacuate 
the area when we arrived. 

Another family had already taken ref­
uge in her home, since they had been 
flooded out earlier in the day. Both fami­
lies took to their autos, proceeding over 
the route we had just traveled, with us 
following in the truck. Now there was 
three feet of water covering the road 
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and a long line of flooded autos blocking 
the way. Other cars already were tipped 
helter-skelter in the ditch on both sides 
of the road by the swift current of this 
new "river." The guest family had made 
it through a few minutes earlier, but it 
was evident that the Witness and her chil­
dren could not make it in the family car. 
Abandoning the car on a high spot, hope­
ful that it would be safe from the raging 
waters, she and the children clambered 
aboard the dump truck. We made it safely 
to high ground and on to another Witness' 
home in the country and prepared for 
what proved to be about two weeks of 
communal living with some twenty to 
thirty other evacuees. 

In the eady hours of the next morning, 
a Witness on the edge of town was lying 
down after a night of vigil, only to be 
awakened by a neighbor standing in the 
bedroom calling her to get out. The neigh­
borhood group did the best they could to 
find the highest ground in the area and 
to get organized, to wait out the flood. 
With the use of a boat, quite a group 
gathered together, including some with 
babies. It finally became apparent that at 
least the women and children would have 
to be evacuated. A neighbor with a three­
week-old baby was picked off a garage 
roof by a helicopter. With the help of men 
wading in waist-deep water, the Witness 
was taken by boat to a field where she 
and her month-old baby were picked up 
by helicopter. 

Finally the river crested at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, 18.82 feet, some ten hours later 
than predicted and six feet above flood 
stage. Almost all phone service was out, 
with many families separated and having 
no way of finding out if the others were 
safe. Radio stations broadcast personal 
messages telling who was safe, in the hope 
friends or relatives would hear. There was 
fear of typhoid fever. Fortunately, no out-
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break of disease materialized. Evacuation 
continued all day Tuesday, with scores of 
residents and Civil Defense workers using 
fiat-bottom riverboats and anything else 
that would float to remove persons strand­
ed on roofs and second floors. Many in­
sisted on remaining in the taller buildings 
because they were "high and dry." 

Surveyillg the Damage 
Several days of waiting followed as the 

water receded very slowly. Each area was 
affected differently, depending on distance 
from the river and the swiftness of the 
current. The extent of the water's clammy 
grip reached from 14,000 flooded base­
ments to entire homes completely sub­
merged or washed downriver. A fine mud­
dy silt was deposited up to an inch deep 
in homes, shops, autos-everything the 
water touched. Fuel oil tanks of several 
hundred gallons capacity were popped up 
out of the ground. Others had their con­
tents displaced by the floodwaters, cover­
ing many areas with a film of oil. 

Early estimates were that 95 percent of 
the city was reached by the water and that 
more than $153 million of damage was 
done. The city was declared a disaster 
area, with Alaska's governor declaring 
that it was worse, in some respects, than 
the 1964 Alaska earthquake, in that al­
most all homes and businesses in the city 
were damaged. Of the 45,000 living here, 
15,000 were evacuated either to higher 
ground or to other Alaskan cities. The 
University of Alaska campus housed 7,000, 
and large groups inhabited other schools 
and large buildings. Some observed that, 
after seeing this, they would never doubt 
that forty days of rain flooded the earth 
in Noah's time!-Gen. 7:17. 

Great loss was also suffered by other 
communities near Fairbanks. All in the 
flooded area are working diligently to get 
things dried out and repaired before the 

1l 



big winter freeze-up sets in, with tem­
peratures 40 to 50 degrees (F.) below 
zero. Much more damage is expected to 
show up by the spring of 1968 as a result 
of winter conditions. 

Ma.ny lYJade No Preparations to Flee 
Some questions have been asked by the 

newspapers. Why was it that the abnor­
mal rainfall for several days was threaten­
ing the populace and at least a day before 
the flood the water level was predicted to 
go above flood stage-yet no official warn­
ings were issued by any governmental 
agency that residents might have to evacu­
ate? As a result, thousands fled with only 
what they were wearing and with what 
they could snatch up in their flight, in 
some cases only a family pet. Houses, be­
longings, autos, all had to be left behind 
because the water was sudrlenly upon 
them. 

Equally embarrassing for tht· evacuees 
to consider is why so many never anticipat­
ed that the water might reach them. Why 
did they not at least mal<e a few prepara­
tions for a hasty departure-in case the 
unexpected should reach them? Some even 
rode about in their autos passively vie·w­
ing others fighting the waters already 
creeping into their homes, only to be 
caught later themselves without warning 
and without any advance preparations. 
Perhaps lives and property could have been 
spared had they faced the situation more 
realistically. 

How Jehovah's Witnesses WeJ'e Affected 
Jehovah's witnesses in the area suffered 

no loss of lives, in spite of much property 
damage to their homes and cars. All were 
safe and well cared for during the ordeal, 
many in the homes of their Christian 
brothers who lived in safer areas. One of 
the local presiding ministers related what 
a strange sensation it was for them to re­
turn to the Kingdom Hall by rubber raft 
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a couple days after the flood. They paddled 
through the doors and circled the interior 
of the hall in the raft, with the floor 
twenty-eight inches below. Only a few 
inches of the back of the seats poked up 
through the muddy brown water. 

Some of the households and groups 
where Witnesses were sheltered included 
non-Witnesses who were impressed by the 
cheerful assistance and loving unity they 
saw displayed in spite of the disaster. This 
caused some to show greater appreciation 
for spiritual views of the Witnesses. One 
contractor offered to help repair the King­
dom Hall in appreciation for the kindness 
showed to him. He said: "This experience 
with you folks sets a fellow to thinking. 
Hereafter if anyone speaks improperly of 
Jehovah's witnesses, he'll have me to con­
tend with." 

As soon as the floodwaters began to re­
cede, Jehovah's witnesses instituted relief 
measures. Clothing, household items and 
funds poured in from Witnesses in other 
Alaskan cities and the lower United States, 
from as far away as Illinois and Nevada, 
in loving expression for their Fairbanks 
brothers. One overseer from another city 
was visiting in Fairbanks at the t ime of the 
fiood. When transportation was available, 
he Qt.:ickly returned home and purchased 
hundreds of dollars' worth of pumps and 
cleaning equipment to get a head start 
on the cleanup. Back to Fairbanks he came 
to oversee the arduous task of pumping 
and cleaning homes of the Witnesses and 
their associates. A crew of twenty-two 
others came from as far as 600 miles away 
to help. One Witness told non-Witnesses 
in the house where she had been sheltered 
that a group had worked a couple of days 
in her home and she was about to move 
back. With much surprise, they asked who 
this group was that went about so early 
providing such services. She explained that 
they were her Christian brothers and that 
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they had come long distances to help out. 
The questioners stood in sp2echless dis­
belief. Similar experiences were repeated 
many times over. 

Another person who witnessed Chris­
tianity in action was one who had not re­
ceived the Witnesses hospitably in the 
past. In spite of this, the work crew gave 
him assistance with some of his heavier 
cleaning tasks. He was most appreciative 
and expressed it openly. 

While observing many Witnesses who 
are ministerial servants helping clean her 
home, one 'Witness remarked: "This is 
surely a modern application of the idea of 
foot washing~"-John 13:12-16. 

• 
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Drying out, cleaning and rebuilding now 
moves ahead at a fast pace in a race 
against winter's cold. A positive, forward­
looking spirit prevails among the majority 
of Fairbanksans, but especially among Je­
hovah's people. They go ahead with their 
rebuilding cheerfully, not grieving over 
their material losses, because they realize 
they are "to rest their hope, not on un­
certain riches, but on God, who furnishes 
us all things richly for our enjoyment." 
(1 Tim. 6: 17) In fact, they feel that they 
are richer, because their faith has been 
strengthened by the loving care of their 
Christian brothers. 

HAVE you ever heard of it? If not, you 
may have heard of Palmyra, its later 

name; and probably you have heard of 
wise King Solomon, of the Roman Em­
peror Hadrian, of Sapor king of Persia, 
and Queen Zenobia. Yes, all those promi­
nent persons of history are linked with 
that ancient city of 'I'admor in the heart 
of the Syrian Desert. So, now, would you 
like to pinpoint it on the map and learn 
more about it? 

The ranges of the Anti-Lebanon moun­
tains radiate from Mount Hermon in a 
northeasterly direction into the desert. 
About 140 miles northeast of Damascus, 
or where the easternmost range drops 
off into the plain is the location of Tad­
mer. Ancient? Yes, for the royal archives 
of the kingdom of Mari, dug up near the 
Euphrates River some 150 miles due east, 
contain references to Tadmor. These cu­
neiform records date back to about 2000 
B.C.E., before Hammurabi of Babylon sub­
jugated Mari and destroyed its capital. 

Since Tadmor stood almost halfway be­
tween Damascus to the south and the Eu­
phrates to the north, it is quite possible 
that Abraham knew of this thriving com-
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mercial center at the time when he jour­
neyed south to the land about which Jeho­
vah had spoken to him. In those early 
times this oasis with its stately palms 
must have been a welcome and refreshing 
sight to desert travelers. 

There would be the protective wall of a 
typical caravansary; also the most vital 
commodity to travelers-water for them­
selves and their animals. At times it would 
be a place of bustling activity as long 
camel trains arrived or prepared to depart. 

Rebuilt by Solomon 
Almost a thousand years later King 

Solomon considered this oasis city vital to 
his kingdom's welfare on two counts: as 
a garrison city for defense of the north­
ern frontier, and as a vital link in the 
chain of caravan towns radiating from 
this spot. Through this city of palms 
passed the commercial riches of the an­
cient world, Oriental goods from India, 
Persia and Lower Mesopotamia as well as 
products of Mediterranean lands, arriving 
through Tyre and Damascus. So the Bible 
record says that Solomon "rebuilt Tadmor 
in the wilderness and all the storage cities 
that he had built in Hamath."-2 Chron. 
8:4. 

During the next thousand years the 
pages of history are silent about Tadmor. 
Not until early in the first century C.E. 
does it again figure prominently. That it 
was then the objective of a plundering ex­
pedition by Roman forces tmder Mark 
Antony indicates that it had become a 
prosperous place. At this time it was called 
Palmyra, capital of a commercial state in 
which was featured a partnership of Syr­
ian merchant princes and Bedouin tribes­
men. 

Swift Climb to Prominence 
The city's swift climb to prominence be­

gan when Syria formed an outpost prov-
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ince of the Roman Empire, a buffer state 
between the then rival powers of Rome 
and renascent Persia. In this era Palmyra 
was visited by such emperors as Hadrian, 
Severus and Valerian. Hadrian added . to 
its architectural magnificence and made 
so many rich benefactions that a grateful 
citizenry changed the name of their capi­
tal to Adrianopolis for a time. Severus 
gave one of its leading sons the rank of 
Roman senator. Valerian, in turn, raised 
this same man's son, Odaenathus, to the 
rank of consul of Rome. 

Meantime King Sapor of Persia deter­
mined to challenge Roman supremacy and 
assert his sovereignty over all the former 
provinces of Persia, including Mesopota~ 
mia and Syria. With a formidable army 
he marched westward, captured the Ro­
man garrison towns of Nisibis and Carrhre 
(Haran), and proceeded to ravage north­
ern Syria and Cilicia. Emperor Valerian 
came in person to lead his forces against 
this attack, but was defeated and captured 
by the Persians. Elated by such success, 
Sapor's host plundered Antioch and other 
cities of Syria as well as Tarsus in Cilicia 
and the capital of Cappadocia. The Ro­
mans rallied and inflicted a defeat on the 
Persians at Pompeiiopolis, so that Sapor 
decided to withdraw from the field while 
still his hosts could retain some of the im­
mense booty they had collected. 

Before this setback, Odaenathus of Pal­
myra considered it timely to send costly 
gifts and a message of peace to the Per­
sian monarch. King Sapor haughtily com­
manded that the presents be thrown into 
the Euphrates and demanded that Odaena­
thus appear before him in the role of cap­
tive suppliant. For answer the Palmyrenes 
assembled an army of desert nomads 
and the remnants of the Roman forces 
and took to harrying the now retreating 
Persians. Against the hit-and-run tactics 
of the desert warriors, Sapor's forces, 
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campaign-weary and laden with plunder, 
had little defense and were forced into 
flight. 

In due time the news reached Rome, 
not only about their emperor's becoming 
a prisoner, but also about the cha.11pioning 
of their cause by Odaenathus of Palmyra. 
Though never able to effect the release of 
their emperor, they did decide to honor 
Odaenathus. With the approval of Vale­
rian's son, Gallienus, they granted Odaena­
thus the rank of Augustus. 

Queen Zenobia's Reign 
About the year 267 C.E., at the height 

of his career, Odaenathus and his heir 
were assassinated, supposedly by a venge­
f ul nephew. His wife, Zenobia, took over 
his position during the minority of her 
remaining sons. Beautiful, highly ambi­
tious, capable as an administrator, ac­
customed to campaigning with her late 
husband, she managed to command the 
respect and support of her subjects-no 
mean feat among the restless Bedouin. 
She could speak several languages, includ­
ing Egyptian. Indeed, it has been said that 
her mother was Egyptian. 

Her chief adviser was Longinus, a Syr­
ian who had been schooled in Greek, and 
later to be noted as a philosopher. He was 
decidedly anti-Roman in his sentiments. 
Thus, when Emperor Gallienus dispatched 
a Roman army against the Persians, Ze­
nobia and her counselor decided to switch 
sides and aid the Persians against Rome. 
Surprised and defeated by swift-moving 
desert bowmen, the Romans withdrew, 
while Zenobia consolidated her power in 
Syria and Mesopotamia. 

A rebel general having about this time 
seized the rulership of the Roman province 
of Egypt, Zenobia took advantage of the 
occasion to march into Egypt at the head 
of her army, crush the rebel and take pos­
session of the country. In effect, her king­
dom now stretched from the river Nile 
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to the river Euphrates. Interestingly, too, 
at this point of her career she came to 
represent the "king of the south" spoken 
about in the Bible prophecy of Daniel, for 
her kingdom dominated that ancient king­
dom that lay to the south of Daniel's own 
homeland, Egypt.-Dan. 11:25, 26.~ 

Palmyra grew in size and importance. 
Zenobia strengthened and embellished it 
to such an extent that it ranked with the 
larger cities of the Roman world. Plunder 
from several campaigns together with the 
lucrative taxing of desert trade contrib­
uted to fill her coffers. Splendid buildings, 
temples, gardens, pillars, monuments, filled 
the enclosure within walls that are said 
to have been ten to thirteen miles in cir­
cumference. 

The Temple of the Sun was the out­
standing structure. Built of masonry that, 
in the setting sun, glowed with a yellowish­
golden hue, its outer court was more than 
a mile around. The shrine itself stood atop 
a massive platform reached by a flight of 
broad stone steps. The entrance, sixteen 
feet wide, had jambs and lintel of single, 
huge stone blocks. Colonnades, formed of 
rows of Corinthian pillars, fifty to sixty 
feet high, some 1,500 of them, lined the 
principal avenue. Everywhere there were 
statues and busts of heroes and wealthy 
benefactors. Palmyra, in this heyday of its 
glory, had forgotten its former state of 
ruination. On the edge of the desert it now 
sparkled like a jewel. 

Despite all appearances, however, Queen 
Zenobia's reign and dynasty were near 
their end. Conditions at Rome, weak ad­
ministration and preoccupation with in­
vasions from the north, had provided the 
opportunity for Palmyra's expansion and 
glory. But now Aurelian was emperor, and 
tmtil his legions had repulsed and disci­
plined the barbarians of the north he could 

• For further deta ils see "Your Will Be Do•w on 
Earth," pages 257-259, published by Watch Tower Bible 
and Tract Socie tr. 

15 



afford to wink his eye at the pretensions 
of the "Queen of the East," as Zenobia 
was styled. At last, in 271 C.E., Aurelian, 
now representing the "king of the north" 
of Daniel's prophecy, was free to under­
take the punitive expedition. He dis­
patched some of his forces direct to Egypt, 
and led his main army eastward through 
Asia Minor. 

City after city capitulated before the ad~ 
vance of the battle-hardened Romans. Ze­
nobia, meantime, counted upon support 
from her Persian ally. True, her army was 
constrained to fall back upon her desert 
capital and there submit to a siege; but a 
strong city, with its population united 
under a popular queen, would surely be 
able to cope with an army far removed 
from its home base! Contrary to expecta­
tion, however, the provinces of Cilicia, 
Cappadocia and Syria gave strong support 
to the Roman legions. 

Day by day the Palmyrenes looked hope­
fully to the east for some sign of approach­
ing relief. Their hopes were disappointed. 
Just at this time the Persians were en­
gaged in fierce internecine struggles. King 
Sapor had just died and a number of 
would-be heirs were competing for the 
throne. So Zenobia scanned the horizon in 
vain. Not even then believing the end was 
near, she and her son made a break from 
the beleaguered city on swift camels and 
sped eastward for help. But Roman caval­
ry overtook the party before they could 
gain safety on the other side of the Eu­
phrates. 

Emperor Aurelian soon made it clear 
that capitulation of the desert capital was 
the price of his distinguished captive's life. 
The "Kingdom of the East" was no more. 
Aurelian dealt magnanimously with the in­
habitants, collected an immense quantity 
of plunder, and departed for Rome, where 
Queen Zenobia would eventually grace his 
triumphal entry as a footsore captive. 
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Revolt Against Rome Leads to Ruin 
His army had already crossed the Bos­

porus when news reached Aurelian that 
the Palmyrenes had massacred t he Ro­
man garrison he had left behind. Imme­
diately he ordered his soldiers to retrace 
their steps, and this time visited an appall­
ing vengeance upon the population. Those 
who escaped the merciless slaughter were 
led off into slavery. The proud city was 
sacked and ruined beyond repair. Once 
again the bustling metropolis was reduced 
to its former status-Tadmor ]n the 
wilderness. 

The prophecy voiced by God's servant 
Daniel was fulfilled. The "king of the 
north," represented by Aurelian, had 
stirr·ed up its power ·and come against the 
''king of the south," represented by Queen 
Zenobia, and the latter with all of her 
kingdom was not able to stand. Was it 
chance that, at the critical juncture, Ze­
nobia was met by a warrior emperor and 
deprived of a powerful ally? No, for the 
God of true prophecy had ~oretold the out­
come. 

Even to this day the population of Pal­
myra warrants no more than the status of 
village. Nevertheless, to the visitor ap­
proaching from the desert or from the. 
rocky defiles to the south, there is an ele­
ment of surprise to come suddenly upon 
these stately ruins amid a veritable wilder­
ness. One can note the mighty columns, 
many still standing erect, though their 
number is thinned out. Still, one can mark 
the lines of ancient streets, the bases of 
temples and, not far off, the burial towers 
in various stages of decay. 

To this place, then, came Solomon's 
builders and his warriors to strengthen the 
northern frontier of a glorious kingdom. 
Here, too, came Persian monarchs and Ro­
man emperors, each ambitious to extend 
his sway. Here, unwittingly, Emperor Au­
relian and Queen Zenobia enacted their 

AWAKE! 



roles as "king of the north" and "king of 
the south" and fulfilled a prophecy ut­
tered by the prophet of Jehovah more than 
eight hundred years earlier. And new, even 
mighty Rome has long since faded out and 

'fHEY are such lowly, uncomely crea-
tures-apparently mere blobs of soft 

fiesh that are without harmonious form. 
Many of them, in fact, besides being bone­
less, are headless, blind and lacking com­
monly recognized organs. 

These are mollusks-a major group of 
animals that include more than 100,000 
living species. You would not think them 
capable of building anything. Yet, most 
mollusks are amazing architects that make 
shells that are often of fantastically color­
ful and shapely design. 

You are undoubtedly acquainted with 
some of them. The lowly garden snail, for 
example. He belongs to the largest of the 
five common classes of mollusks, known as 
Gastropoda. The shells made by these mol­
lusks are of only one piece, sometimes be­
ing called univalves, meaning one valve. 
They usually are twisted or coiled around 
a core, often forming breathtakingly beau­
tiful spirals. This gorgeous, often porce­
lainlike covering serves as the home for 
the animal inside. Actually, it is his outer 
skeleton, to which he is securely attached. 

These "snails" live in the sea, on land 
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given place to modern world powers, 
which, like Zenobia's Kingdom of the East, 
are numbered as to their duration by the 
sure fulfillment of the prophecies written 
down in the Bible.-Dan. 2:44. 

and in fresh water. you visit the 
seashore, most shells you see are the lega­
cy they have ieft behind. How numerous 
they often are, and of so many varieties! 
Is it not remarkable that the skeletons of 
these lowly creatures should be among the 
most time-resistant of materials and, at the 
same time, be shaped into such exquisite 
and colorful forms? No wonder thousands 
of collectors prize them as jewels. In 1963 
one collector paid $2,000 for a specimen of 
the rare glory-of-the-seas shell. 

The other big class of mollusk is the 
clams, or bivalves, kno·wn as Pelecypoda. 
None of these shell-encased creatures live 
on land, and most of them inhabit the sea 
rather than fresh waters. They include the 
mussel and succulent oyster and scallop. 
But also included is the giant clam, Tridac­
na gigas) of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, 
whose shell may reach four feet across and 
weigh over 500 pounds. It is the largest of 
the shell-covered mollusks. However, the 
giant squid and octopus, which belong to 
another class of mollusk, grow even larger, 
the squid reaching over forty feet . in 
length. Most mollusks, however, encase 
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their uncomely bodies within an attractive 
home. 

There truly is great variety and fascina­
tion in the behavior of these living shells. 
Some creep, jump, swim and burrow. Oth­
ers are permanently anchored to rocks. A 
few live inside other marine creatures, and 
still others play host to small fish and tiny 
crabs. But how do all these lowly creatures 
make their perfectly designed shells? How 
do they begin life? 

Manufacturing the Shell 
Some of tJ1e young emerge from the egg 

as miniature replicas of their parents and 
immediately commence a life of crawling 
and feeling. To begin wlth, they have only 
a nubbin of a shell, called the nucleus, but 
it is often quite different in texture and 
sculpture from the shell that develops from 
this time on. 

Others, such as baby oysters, escape from 
the egg as free-swimming larvae, possess­
ing hairlike growths designed fo1· naviga­
tion. To begin life an oyster is about 
needle-point in size, and within about 
twenty-four hours it star ts to form a rudi­
mentary shell. Some two weeks later the 
oyster finally locates a suitable object and 
attaches itself to it. There it stays for life. 

The shell is slowly secreted by a remark­
able organ possessed by all mollusks, called 
the mantle. It is a covering of skin, which 
may be a mere pad or fold, or it may cover 
the animal more completely. Special glands 
jn this organ secrete a limestone substance, 
which is made from the animal's food sup­
ply. This qwckly hardens into shell ma­
terial, whether underwater or ln the air. 
And what a variety of shapes into whkh 
the shell is molded! It may look like an 
ear, an egg, a screw, a butterfly, a paw 
of a lion, a turban, the wing of a bird, 
and so on. 

And, too, as the shell is deposited, color 
is somehow incorporated into it in an end-
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less array of patterns and shades. All the 
colors of the rainbow are included in the 
various shells. Some may be striped, oth­
ers spotted, still others may look like sun­
rays or a checkerboard. This also is ac­
complished by secretions f1·om glands of 
the mantle, which always create the prop­
er color pattern for its own species. 

All of this is baffling to man. The meth­
od by which the mollusk lays in the color, 
and how such a great variety of colors is 
produced by various species, is not yet 
understood by man. Truly, it is a marvel 
how this lowly creature controls, not only 
the marvelous design of the shell, but also 
the colorful and beautiful patterns by 
which it often is decorated! 

1'lte Miracle of Shell G1·owth 
One shell expert, Dr. A. Gordon Melvin, 

wrote .recently: "The way in which shells 
develop, or are 'put together' by nature 
through growth, is a continuing mystery. 
Although many collectors have reflected 
on it, and a few have studied it, at best 
all we have are fleeting glimpses of the 
truth." 

The mollusk follows laws of construction 
from which man himself can learn. Con­
cluding a report on his studies of shells 
with the use of X rays, Dr. Hilary B. 
Moore observed: "For efficient design as 
well as beauty, I think the mollusk shell 
is unexcelled. . . . In building his houses 
and furnishings, man is learning to choose 
simple, efficient designs. Shells show us 
how Nature was doing this long before the 
first man appeared on earth." 

What is particularly remarkable and 
fascinating is how the shell reproduces 
with mathematical precision its own ex­
quisite spiral form. It does not deviate 
from the pre-designed pattern. Growth is 
governed by law and order. The shell of 
the chambered nautilus, for example, is 
so perfect that each new coil is exactly 
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three times the width of the coil preceding 
it. The spiral of other shells may increase 
at a much slower or faster rate, yet each 
holds to its own basic pattern. The endless 
combinations of this dynamic spiral are 
responsible for the tremendous diversity in 
the tens of thousands of shell forms. 

Who or what is responsible for this di­
verse and yet orderly growth? Comment­
ing in this connection, Dr. Melvin noted: 
"As the sea-shell grows it has a force of 
life behind it, projecting it into growth 
and maintaining it in time from its begin­
ning until it reaches normal size .... The 
beginning point of the spiral stands for 
the life force." 

Obviously, this marvelous life force does 
not originate with the lowly mollusk, or 
with creatures even more lowly. Certainly 
the mollusk did not figure out the exqui­
site, mathematically precise patterns and 
colorful designs for its shell! But long ago 
the inspired Bible psalmist pointed to the 
One who did, when he wrote: "How many 
your works are, 0 Jehovah! All of them 
in wisdom you have made .. . . As for this 
sea so great and wide, there there are mov­
ing things without number, living crea­
tures, small as well as great." Yes, it is 
Jehovah God who created the lowly mol­
lusk, incorporating in it the ability to 
make such a variety of exquisite jewels 
for man's pleasure.-Ps. 104:24, 25. 

Uses and Accessibility 
Shells have long been used for ornamen­

tal purposes. They can be made into beau­
tiful necklaces and other pieces of jewelry. 
The pearly inner layer of certain shells, 
called mother-of-pearl, is used to make 
buttons, knife handles, buckles, penholders 
and numerous other items. In the Philip­
pine Islands there is a large and unusually 
thin bivalve shell, which is very fiat and 
transparent enough to read a newspaper 
through. It is called the windowpane shell, 
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due to its use for windows in houses. To 
some extent it is still employed for this 
purpose. 

But perhaps the most fascinating, and 
once widespread, use of shells is as a me­
dium of exchange. At some early date 
shell money was introduced in America, 
Asia, Africa and Australia. Thus, shell 
money was necessar ily adopted by early 
European settlers in order to deal with the 
American Indians. Currency consisting of 
shells ground down to standard form artd 
size was used as late as 1882 to carry on 
trade in the Solomon Islands. .A.nd shell 
money is still employed in some Pacific 
and Indian islands. 

Some shells are so numerous that a few 
years ago those gathered in just the United 
States amounted to about a million tons a 
year! Before the automobile came into 
common usage, it was estimated that some 
3,000 miles of roads in certain Atlantic 
seaboard states were surfaced with oyster 
shells. On the other hand, others, such as 
the famous glory-of-the-sea shell, are so 
rare that only a few dozen specimens have 
been found. Why is this? 

The answer is intimately connected with 
the habits of mollusks. Many species in­
habit the sandy and rocky shores and are 
often exposed at low tide. Others live in 
shallow water just below the low tide line. 
And yet others are found only in deep 
waters, perhaps hundreds of feet down. 
After storms some beaches are at times 
literally stacked high ·with shells, but with 
shells that inhabit the shore or shallow 
waters. Seldom are deepwater shells 
thrown up. These are the rare varieties. 

However, some of the more common 
shells are just as beaut iful to behold. So 
when you have the opportunity, you may 
enjoy a rewarding experience by visiting 
the seashore. There you may find some 
rare beauties shaped by those amazing ar­
chitects who make shells. 
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T llin 
NDREW, a disciple of John the Baptist, 
was thrilled when John introduced him 
to Jesus Christ, "the Lamb of God"! 

Andrew quickly "found his own broth~r. 
Simon (Peter], and said to him: 'We have 
found the Messiah.'" (John 1:35-42) Ever 
since, zealous disciples of Christ have been 
telling their relatives the good news. One 
modern-day disciple explains: 

"About six years ago I visited my mother 
in Texas after not having seen her in two 
years. When I arrived and unpacked we be· 
gan to talk about my new faith. I had be· 
come one of Jehovah's witnesses since I had 
last seen her. We talked 'way into the 
night. The next day I was also able to speak 
with my brothers and sist~rs about the Bible 
.~,~comises. 

"After returning to North Ca1·olina, I wrote 
encouraging letters to all of them, but I got 
very little response. In fact, later I learned 
that they thought I had lost my mind. How­
ever, :n time, some of them began to give 
the Bib1e message sedous consideration. 

"Then, late one night this past October 
1966, I received a call from my mother. She 
said that she and my sc\·enteen-year-old 
brot her had symbolized their dedication to 
Jehovah God by wa ter b~.ptism. About three 
weeks later I r eceived a call from one of my 
sisters who stated that she, too, was study· 
ing. Other relatives also became interested 
and began studying and a ttending meetings. 

"One of my older brothers was opposed to 
the message, so I had not made any effort 
to witness to him. Then, in December of 1966, 
he called me and stated that his daughter 
had died and that he wanted me and my hus­
band to come to Texas for the funeral be· 
cause he had a lot of questions. ~!y husband 
and 1 were able' to show him the Bible's 
explanation of why man dies, and the hope 
for the dead. He was so impressed that he 
wanted to have the funeral at the Kingdom 
Hall. This was grunted. He learned many 
things during the funeral discourse and talked 
about it for days. 

"As a result of taking advantage of op· 
portunities to witness to my relatives, there 
a re now thirty of them who regularly attend 
congregation meetings. What joy I feel!" 

Another zealous disciple recently described 
similar results: 
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"I was baptized in 1958. Without delay I 
began writing letters telling my relatives 
about the truths I had learned from God's 
Word. They all lived In Virginia at that time. 

"My relatives thought that I had gone out 
of my mind. Nevertheless, when I would go 
to visit them, I would still witness to them, 
but they would one by one leave the room. 

" In 1960 my mother, who was visiting us 
here in New York city, became very ill. So 
at this time I had a fine opportunity to wit· 
ness to her, and she accepted the Bible's 
llfe.givlng message. During her final days 
of life my sisters could not understand how 
I could remain so calm in view of her serious 
condition. However, my mother believed that 
what I had shown her from the Bible was 
the truth. Therefore, I could see no reason 
to be worried a great deal, since Jehovah 
God has promised a resurrection for all 
meek ones. When I explained this to my 
sisters, it started them to thinking. 

"When my sisters returned home after the 
death oi our mother, I continued to witness 
to them by letter. My oldest sister, who had 
once said concerning me, 'I think Roberta is 
going out of her mind,' studied the Bible and 
got baptized in 1961. She now is a full-time 
pioneer minister. 

"In 1963, due to my continuing to witness 
to my relatives. I saw my only daughter 
baptized in symbol of her dedication to Jeho· 
vah God. At the same assembly, my niece 
also was baptized. This niece went down to 
Arlington, Virginia, to serve where the need 
is great, and on April 1, 1967, began the full­
time pioneer ministry. 

"In 1964 two more of my sisters were 
baptized, as well as a sister-in-law and a 
brother-in-law. 

"In 1965 a brother-ln·law, a sister-in-law, 
and still another sister dedicated their lives 
to the doing of God's will and symbolized 
this by water baptism. And then in 1966, at 
the Baltimore district assembly, my brother 
was baptized. 

"I am exceedingly happy that my efforts 
to tell the good news to my relatives have 
been so abundantly rewarded. Now fifteen of 
them are dedicated praisers of Jehovah God, 
and a total of twenty-four are regular King· 
dom proclaimers!" 
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C. OME with me and meet some 
of the people of Borneo in their 

homes. No, there are no longer any head­
hunters to fear, for British administrators 
during the past one hundred years have 
succeeded in banning this ancient custom 
of the native tribes. Now the people have 
settled down to more peaceful pursuits. 
and our visit will be met with generous 
hospitality. These Sea Dyaks, or Ibans as 
they are now generally known, are an 
honest, friendly people, very dynamic, 
proud, with planty of daring and dash. 

In this land of few roads and dense jun­
gles the river will have to serve as our 
highway. As we paddle upriver in a native 
praJ:,u (dugout canoe) we soon observe, 
every few miles, long, low structures 
perched on innumerable posts, high up on 
lhe terraced riverbanks. They are the 
characteristic Iban longhouses, each one 
the home of an entire community; a vil­
lage under one continuous roof. I t is to 
one of t hese that we are headed today. 

Did you notice that the longhouses vary 
in length? That is because their size de­
pends upon the number of families in the 
community-anything from ten to one 
hundred. As new families result through 
marriage or join from the outside, the 
longhouse is simply lengthened to accom-
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modate them. And each family owns its 
own small portion of the structure. 

But now we have arrived at OUT desti­
nation, so the bow of the pmhu is headed 
toward the steep riverbank, and we climb 
up a large tree trunk into which notches 
have been cut and find ourselves in the 
clearing where the longhouse stands amid 
a scattering of coconut palms and banana 
trees. Lively, naked, brown-skinned young­
sters surround us and form a welcoming 
party as we move toward the house. Again 
we have to climb a notched tree trunk to 
gain the wide open-air platform that runs 
along the whole length of the r.t~·ucture, 

twelve feet above the ground. 
We reflect on how glad we are that the 

weather is dry, for on rainy days thos;'• 
primitive staircases could be very slippery. 
Though in another era this lofty type of 
building probably served as a defense 
against enemies, today the main advan­
tage is that the living quarters are kept 
high off the damp ground and cool air 
can circulate down below. 

The Village Plan 
Here we are now on the open platform, 

which is cal!ed the tanjt£. It is used for a 
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variety of domestic tasks as well as for 
drying, winnowing and pounding padi 
(rice). Having had plenty of the equatorial 
sun, we step into the welcome shade of 
the overhanging roof of the longhouse­
an overhang that covers a large strip of 
the platform running the full length of the 
building. This roofed but open gallery is 
called the ruai) and forms a sort of thor­
oughfare from which the visitor can gain 
access to any one of the many doors, 
marking the individual apartments. 

Behind each door there is a family liv­
ing room, or bilek) and it is here that all 
the family's treasured possessions are 
stored-ornamented jars, bronze gongs 
and other indications of the wealth or sta­
tus of the Iban family. Often, too, in this 
same room the normal r ound of cooking, 
eating and sleeping is conducted. In some 
longhouses cooking is done in a separate 
kitchen connected by a passage to the 
rear of the bilek. In the living room one 
may see a human skull or two hanging in a 
corner-a grisly reminder of the prowess 
of this family's recent ancestors. 

Another feature of the longhouse to note 
is the loft, called sadau) constructed above 
each bilek and jutting out over the rzw:i 
or roofed gallery, but stiil, of course, un­
der the roof. This serves as storage place 
for farm implements and for rice grown 
by members of the family. 

"And what about bathroom and toilet?" 
you inquire. Alas, there are none. For 
bathing there is always the river close by. 
Waste matter is conveniently dropped 
through the slatted floor to the morass un­
derneath the house where pigs root and 
chickens help in the scavenger work. And 
did you notice that the whole platform on 
which the house is constructed is covered 
with slats made of split bamboo, with 
slight spaces in between each slat? So it 
is easy to sweep, and the sweepings fall 
to the ground far below. 
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Village Life 
The bilek) as we have seen, is the pri­

vate quarters of a single family made up 
of an average of six persons. But all fam­
ily members spend most of their time, 
when home, in the gallery outside. Here 
the men squat on rattan mats to talk, to 
work on fishing nets, or to do wood carv­
ings. Here, too, the women chat and en­
gage in various handicrafts, particularly 
the manufacture of excellent basketware 
and the weaving of sarongs in beautiful 
patterns. It is here also that public events 
are held. At night it serves as the dormi­
tory for young bachelors who bed down on 
mats. Unmarried girls sleep in the lofts 
above. 

The Headman 
That central "door" or apartment of the 

longhouse belongs to the tuai rumah or 
headman of the longhouse. He is elected 
by the community, and his responsibilities 
include entertainment of strangers, admin­
istering of adat) or the customary law, as 
well as serving as peacemaker and priest 
of the community. Note how heavily he 
is tattooed. Customarily it is only on a 
journey that a man can be tattooed, and 
the extent of the tattooing tells, like the 
labels on a globe-trotter's suitcase, how 
far and often he has ventured out to the 
world outside. 

This particular tuai 1'U1?Wh is certainly 
a much-traveled man, but so are many 
others we can see around us in this long­
house. It is quite evident, too, that he is 
no autocrat, but, rather, a kindly old man 
of some means who is anxious to care for 
the interests of the community. 

/ ban A griculture 
The growing of hill rice is the primary 

concern of each family. Just as each fami­
ly of the community has its own apart­
ment, so each family cultivates its own 
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rice. Common ownership of property and 
collective farming would not be popular 
here, for these !bans are of a highly in­
dividualistic nature. Wealth or lack of 
means is largely determined by the fami­
ly's skill and energy at farming. 

The system of agriculture they follow 
is characterized by rotation of fields rath­
er than of crops. They clear the ground 
by means of fire, and then sow the rice 
for one or two seasons, then switch to 
some other newly cleared ground, not re­
turning to the first field until it has lain 
fallow for quite a long period. Each fam­
ily may bring about four or five acres of 
hilly ground into cultivation each year. 
This is arduous work in the tropical heat! 
A minimum of clothing is worn, men only 
a loincloth, women just a short skirt or 
sarong. A large straw hat is worn by all 
members of the family as protection from 
the sun. 

The men do the heavier work of clear­
ing the ground, while the women and 
younger folk take care of the seeding. An 
unusual feature is that they mix in some 
other seeds, such as cucumber, pumpkin 
and gourd, which ripen earlier than the 
padi and provide some variety in the diet. 
For the next two months it will be the job 
of the women to keep down the rapidly 
growing weeds. Meantime the men erect 
fences, lay traps, and build a small farm 
hut that serves as a watchhouse from 
·which to guard the padi against predators, 
whether animal, bird or insect. 

Finally comes the joyful time of har­
vesting, laying up the padi in the large 
bark bins up in the family loft house. But 

there are other things to do, for padi culti­
vation alone provides no more than a mere 
subsistence. Small rubber plantations are 
also operated, the crude rubber being sold 
in small sheets to the Chinese rubber deal­
ers on a cash basis. 

Tied closely to their agt·iculture is the 
superstitious system of rites and omens 
practiced by the !bans-an elaborate fer­
tility cult centering on the padi, which is 
supposed by them to possess a "soul." The 
whole life of the Iban is governed by his 
desire to be on correct terms with the gods 
and a host of spirits. To achieve this, pe­
riodic offerings of food and drink are 
made, accompanied by the waving of live 
fowl or other propitiatory acts. 

Changes Under Way 
With the advent of mission and govern­

ment schools, transistor radios and other 
elements of the white man's civilization, 
changes are taking place. Many families 
have been proselytized by the sects of 
Christendom. Some few have already cul­
tivated a love for the Bible, and it is a 
pleasure to talk with them about the com­
ing blessings of a new order under the 
rule of God's kingdom. They show willing­
ness to undergo training for life in that 
new order-life that promises to reach 
endlessly into the future. 

As our prahu carries us back down­
river after this fascinating experience, how 
stimulating it is for us to think that the 
God of loving-kindness is reaching into 
such remote places, yes, even the land of 
the single-roofed villages, to sound glad 
tidings of a better way of life and an end­
less future of happiness! 

COMPLEX STARFISH 
• Although a starfish may appear to be a simple organism, it has 
a nervous system that is more complex than London's telephone 
exchange. This fact testifies to the high degree of intelligence of its 
Creator, just as the complex mechanism of a telephone exchange testi­
fies to the intelligence of the men who designed and made the exchange. 
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GILEAD GRADUATION EVOKES 
I lnli J TJ:DJ:~T 

IT WAS September 10, 1967, and the 
place was Jehovah's Witnesses Assem­

bly Hall in New York city. The gradua­
tion program of the forty-fourth class of 
the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead had 
been scheduled for 10 a.m. Hours earlier 
a crowd of eager persons had gathered at 
the auditorium. From California to Maine, 
from Canada, Germany, England and El 
Salvador came parents, relatives, friends, 
to see this body of students graduate as 
missionaries. From twenty-two lands came 
telegrams and messages expressing pro­
found interest in this special occasion. 

It was interesting to learn that of the 
102 graduating students more than one­
third had relatives in the full-time preach­
ing work. Others in the audience were 
members of the Bethel headquarters staff 
of the Watchtower Society. Also display­
ing keen interest in this graduation were 
more than 300 representatives from 80 
congregations of Jehovah's witnesses in 
Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut, all of whom had been invited 
to attend. All together, the audience that 
morning totaled 2,069 persons. 

But what about the students themselves 
whose graduation evoked such worldwide 
interest? They had come from eleven 
different lands and from many walks of 
life. For instance, mechanics, truck driv­
ers, farmers, machinists, carpenters, news­
paper reporters, painters, shoemakers, 
salesmen, electricians, plumbers, sailors, 
surveyors, confectioners, sign painters, 
hairdressers, masons, chemists and glass­
workers were all represented. Eleven of 
the group had recently been members of a 
Bethel family of the Watchtower Society, 
either in Brooklyn or in some other part 
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of the world. The average age of all these 
students was 26.5. 

The audience listened intently as the 
school's president, N. H. Knorr, spoke en­
couragingly to the students, urging them 
to stick to their assignments despite dif­
ferent Jiving conditions-not to allow even 
larger cockroaches than they had ever 
seen before deter them from staying on 
the job as missionaries. He commented on 
the unique privilege of these 102 men and 
women. The total number of those thus 
far privileged to go through Gilead School 
( 4,464 persons) , he observed, was like a 
small village compared to earth's millions. 
He reminded them that other missionaries 
had stuck to their assignments and were 
happy they did. Especia11y are they "a 
happy group today, because they know you 
are going to join them," he said. 

The happiness and lively interest of peo­
ple in all parts of the earth were mani­
fested by such messages as this one: 
"Looking forward to the arrival of the 
new missionaries here in Laos." From the 
Ivory Coast came another expression of 
happiness: "How happy we are that some 
of you will soon be here to preach the 
good news in this fertile territory." From 
Venezuela: "How happy we are to know 
that you are joining us very soon as mis­
sionaries." Another, from Colombia, read: 
"We send our love to all of you as we 
anticipate the arrival of our new mission­
aries." And great was the happiness in 
Bolivia, as reflected in this message: "May 
many rich blessings attend you this grad­
uation day. May your happiness and joy 
be complete as you anticipate serving the 
King's inteeest in a foreign land. Your 
Bolivian brothers eagerly await the four­
teen of you coming here." 
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Prior to the reading of telegrams and 
messages by M. G. Henschel, one of the 
Society's directors, some farewell counsel 
was offered to the sLudents by other So­
ciety directors and the Gilead School in­
structors. W. Wilkinson observed that joy 
is like deep water, unaffected by surface 
annoyances, and that these missionaries 
have deep joy because of their devotion to 
the preaching of the good news. U. V. 
Glass remarked on the many fine qualities 
displayed by this class as a whole, and en­
couraged them individually, as they dis­
persed to the ends of the earth, to reflect 
the same fine qualities. E. A. Dunlap spoke 
on the subject 11To Whom Are You Going 
to Listen?" He stressed that one's decision 
makes a big difference. Eve listened to the 
wrong one. Jesus, on the other hand, re­
fused to listen to Peter's urging of him to 
be kind to himself. Analyze what you lis­
ten to, the graduating body were urged, 
shunning what appeals to the desires of 
the flesh. M. Larson admonished the stu­
dents to be like Barnabas to the Christians 
of his day-a real source of encourage­
ment. G. Couch explained how mission­
aries must do a tearing down work as well 
as a building work, even as Jeremiah 
did. (Jer. 1:10) And the Society's vice­
president, F. W. Franz, told of his recent 
trip to Bible lands and other countries 
where true Christians suffer under perse­
cution. He encouraged the graduates to 
build up Christian personalities in others 
so that they will display courage in the 
face of hatred and opposition and be car­
ried right on through Armageddon into 
God's new order. 

The morning program concluded with a 
resolution of appreciation presented by a 
representative graduate. Gratitude to Je­
hovah and his organization was expressed, 
and something of the fine training they 
had received. Said the student body; 
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"Our study of the Bible here began ap­
propriately at the beginning. Almost im­
mediately the Law given through Moses 
began to come to life as we dramatized in 
class just how it operated. And so it was 
with the rest of the Bible as, chapter by 
chapter, we completed the Hebrew Scrip­
tures and went on through the Greek. At 
the same time in our other classes we were 
viewing this same information through a 
different frame of reference: by subject 
theme. Foundations of Bible History was 
a fascinating study of ancient times and 
peoples; Ministerial Activity taught us, 
among other things, what a demonstration 
ought to be; and the Doctrines course nice­
ly rounded out our Bible instruction. At 
the same time we were cramming into our 
heads Spanish, French or Portuguese. 
What a wonderfully balanced course of in­
struction!" 

In the afternoon 2,114 persons heard a 
program of pleasant music and singing by 
the student body. Previous graduation pro­
grams had whetted their expectations, and 
they were surely not to be disappointed. 
The graduates enacted a gripping, two­
hour drama entitled "Jehovah's Way, the 
Way of Victory." Depicting Israelite Judge 
Jepht.l-lah and his fight with the Ammonite 
enemies, the drama was punctuated by 
modern-day applications, showing how 
God's people now must stick with his or­
ganization under the Greater Jephthah, Je­
sus Christ, for victory. 

As the day's program ended with prayer 
offered by the Society's president, the mis­
sionaries expressed themselves as being 
eager and excited about going to their far­
flung assignments. They knew of the 
worldwide interest in their graduation, and 
now, by sticking to their work as mission­
aries of the good news of God's kingdom, 
they wanted to prove worthy of the excel­
lent training they had received. 
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DOUBTLESS you are glad that in many 
lands the law protects workers and 

ensures that they shall have one day's rest 
from their normal labors, usually once in 
each seven-day period. Originally, this was 
a religious law, one of the commandents 
of the Law given through Moses. The con­
cluding day of each week was to be ob­
served as a "holy" day. No type of labor 
was to be performed. Those willfully vio­
lating the law were put to death. (Ex. 31: 
14) Even today there are those, both Jew 
and Gentile, who insist that the sabbath 
be strictly observed as a day for religious 
duties and contemplation. 

~ As a believer in God, you want to be 
sure whether you have some obligation to 
observe a weekly sabbath day. If your Bi­
ble is conveniently at hand, please turn to 
Hebrews 8: 6, 13 and note what the apos­
tle Paul wrote to fellow Jews who now 
followed Christ: "But now Jesus has ob­
tained a more excellent public service, so 
that he is also the mediator of a corre­
spondingly better covenant ... In his say­
ing 'a new covenant' he has made the 
former one [the Law covenant] obsolete. 
Now that which is made obsolete and 
growing old is near to vanishing away." 

3 Is it not clear that the apostle Paul, 
himself formerly a zealous advocate of the 
Jews' religion, here rules that the Law 
covenant was rendered obsolete? Nor can 
anyone reasonably argue that one part of 
the Law, a ceremonial part, was canceled, 
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but another part, including the Ten Com­
mandments, still continues in force. No, 
for the same apostle in another place 
writes: "Now we have been discharged 
from the Law ... that we might be slaves 
in a new sense by the spirit, and not in 
the old sense by the \:vrit ten code. What, 
then, shall we say? Is the Law sin? Never 
may that become so! Really I would not 
have come to know sin if it had not been 
for the Law; and, for example, I would 
not have known covetousness if the Law 
had not satd: 'You must not covet.'" 
(Rom. 7:6, 7; Ex. 20:17) Since "You must 
not covet" is one of the Ten Command­
ments of the Law, it follows that Chris­
tians are discharged from the Ten Com­
mandments also, including that one dealing 
with the sal.>bath.-Col. 2:13, 14. 

., 'But what about a weekly Christian 
sabbath day? ' you may be asking. There 
is no such thing, for nowhere in the rec­
ords left by Jesus' disciples do we find 
notice of any weekly sabbath day other 
than that of the Jews. Not until the fourth 
century of our Common Era was civil and 
ecclesiastical legislation enacted setting 
aside Sunday as a "holy" day. This was 
allegedly based on a tradition that early 
Christians celebrated Sunday rather than 
the Jewish sabbath (Satw·day) in com­
memoration of the resurrection of Christ. 
-See The Catholic Encyclopedia, under 
"Sunday." 

5 Referring to this earliest legislation as 
to observance of Sunday, Chief Justice 
Clark, speaking for the Supreme Court of 
North Carolina, declared: "The first 'Sun­
day law' was enacted in the year 321 after 
Christ, soon after Emperor Constantine 
had abjured paganism, and apparently for 
a different reason than the Christian ob­
servance of the day .. .. Evidently Con­
stantine was still something of a heathen." 
And the Superior Court of the State of 
Pennsylvania had this to say: "The first 
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Sunday law, the edict of the Emperor Con­
stantine, was the product of that pagan 
conception developed by the Romans, 
which made religion a part of the state. 
The day was to be venerated as a reli­
gious duty owed to the God of the Sun." 
-Cornmonwealth v. Hoover, 25 Pa. Sup. 
Ct. 134. 

6 There is no evidence, however, that 
Jesus and his apostles enjoined upon 
Christians, either by precept or example, 
the observance of a weekly sabbath on 
Sunday or any other day. In fact, the apos­
tle Paul found it necessary to reprove cer­
tain Christians in the Roman province of 
Galatia who were being influenced by Jew­
ish tradition to keep on observing "holy" 
days. Said he: "How is it you are turning 
back again to the weak and beggarly ele­
mentary things and want to slave for them 
over again? You are scrupulously observ­
ing days and months and seasons and 
years. I fear for you, that somehow I have 
toiled to no purpose respecting you."-Gal. 
4:9-11. 

7 The origin of Sunday observance is pa­
gan, not Christian. In view of this, what 
should be the attitude of those who fol­
low Christ? Since the law of many lands 
sets aside one day in seven for rest from 
normal activities, the Christian will be 
happy to use that day not only for needed 
rest but also for the furtherance of Chris­
tianity, something that should be closer to 
his heart than all other activities of life. 
He can study God's Word at home and in 
association with fellow believers. Certain­
ly the day also presents fine opportunities 
to contact others and speak with them 
about God's purposes and the hope of ever­
lasting life. 
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8 The Christian will do good on that day, 
not because it is essentially different from 
any other day, but for the reason that he 
is called upon to perform good works 
every day. (Gal. 6:10) He does not as­
cribe to that day a holiness that supersti­
tious pagans used to ascribe to it. He 
heeds the counsel of the apostle Paul: "Let 
no man judge you in eating and drinking 
or in respect of a festival or of an obser­
vance of the new moon or of a sabbatt1; 
for those things are a shadow of t~e· things 
to come." (CoL 2:16, 17) Jesus Christ 
himself set the example, going about 
preaching the good news on any and every 
day. (Luke 4:32) Now that God, through 
the death of Christ Jesus, has abolished 
the Law, Christians are not required to 
observe the weekly sabbath. (Eph. 2:15) 
They use every day and every opportunity 
to honor and praise the God 'who called 
them out of darkness into his wonderful 
light.'--1 Pet. 2:9. 

• •• r 

Can you answer these ques~!ons? For a nswers, 
read the article above. 

( 1 ) What was the origin of sabbath obser­
vance? ( 21 How did the apostle Paul speak 
of the law covenant, which included the sob· 
bath law? ( 3) When he spoke of the law as 
being mode obsolete, did he include the Ten 
Commandments with their sabbath requirement? 
( 4) Did Jesus or his disciples introduce a weekly 
Christian sabbath? ( 5) Who introduced the first 
Sun dey !ow? For what purpose? ( 6) What 
wrong practice of Christians in Galatia did the 
apostle Paul notice? ( 7) While not keeping a 
weekly sabbath dc1y, how may Christians use 
their weekly res! day from secu lar work? 
( 8) What further counsel of the apostle Paul 
shows that weekly sabbath observance is not 
binding on Christians? 
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Clergy and Psychic Research 
~ "More than 3,000 clergymen 
in America arc already in· 
volved in psychic research," 
said Dr. Ar thur A. Ford. He 
received national prominence 
when Bishop Pike said that 
during a seance Ford trans· 
mitted messages from his son 
James, Jr., who committed 
su!clde last year, at age 22. Dr. 
Ford, a minister of the Disci· 
ples of Christ Church, is re­
garded by many as America's 
foremost psychic and medium. 
"I'm not so interested in get· 
ting personal publicity as I am 
in corrupting the clergy," Dr. 
Ford told a meeting of the 
Association to Advance Ethical 
Hypnosis. "And I find them 
pretty easy to corrupt." 

Fighting Forest Fires 
~ The worst forest fires in 
more than half a century 
struck the Pacific Northwest in 
September. So far this year, 
some 1,800 fires have destroyed 
more than 105,000 acres of tim· 
her in Montana, Idaho, Oregon 
and Washington. Idaho was de· 
clared a disaster area. Light· 
ning caused an estimated SO 
percent of the fires. Damage to 
the economy of Oregon alone 
was estimated at $5,000,000 a 
day. The U.S. Forest Service 
has employed 10,000 men, some 
100 airplanes and 50 heli· 
copters In an effort to stem 
the blazes. Interestingly, Fire 
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Laboratory Chief Al·thltl' 
Brackebusch makes this 
comment: ''Fire has played an 
important role in building our 
beautiful wilderness a reas. It 
has come through the forests 
harvesting, destroying old 
stands and making way for 
new ones. If we remove fire 
100%, we may destroy rather 
than protect our wilderness 
areas." But let's not use tha t 
as an excuse for being careless 
about fire ourselves. 

Churches and Riots 
~ Mayor Thomas J. Whelan of 
Jersey City charged that 
churches of America were ca­
tering "to the whims of a luna­
tic fringe whose goal is racial 
war." The churches of America 
"have joined in this monstrous 
madness by bringing God down 
to the gutter to serve as a 
shield for criminal hatred," he 
said. 

Rats and Mice 
~ About one qua1·ter of a ll 
the four-legged anim::>Js in 
North America are said to be 
rats and mice. Rep. Martha 
Griffiths told Washington rep· 
resentatives that rats "have 
killed more people than all the 
wars in history." She added : 
"If you're going to spend $75 
billion to kill off a few Viet· 
cong I'd spend $40 billion to 
ldll the most devastating 
enemy man has ever had." 

The Aspir in Habit 
~ Americans take 25 tons of 
aspirin a day, about 2 1/ 4 
tablets for every man, woman 
and child in the nation, and 
they spend $483,720,000 annu­
ally for aspirin and aspirin 
compounds. In 49 years, from 
1915 to March 25, 1964, the 
Bayer Company alone made 
and sold 100,000,000,000 aspirin 
tablets. To sell the pills the 
manufacturers spent an esti­
mated $52,500,000 on television 
advertisement alone last year. 
Aspirins reportedly are all 
about the same as to worth, 
says the Federal government. 

Hunicane Beulah 
~ The last days of September 
saw hurricane Beulah roar 
over the Gulf of Mexico to lash 
Texas and Mexico with 160· 
mile-an-hour winds. "She's the 
biggest, nastiest storm I've 
ever seen," said a veteran pilot 
hurricane hunter. The storm 
spawned 95 separate tornadoes 
and released an estimated 15 
to 20 inches of rain that flooded 
mcst of south Texas. Commu­
nication with nearly a million 
people was cut off. First esti· 
mates placed property loss at 
Sl,OOO,OOO,OOO. Relief loads of 
supplies were quickly sent in 
to the stranded areas. Je· 
hovah's witnesses in sur­
rounding states rallied together 
to send in tons of supplies to 
help U1e needy. The number of 
refugees in emergency centers 
and private homes housed in 
Rio Grande City a lone num· 
bered 11,500. The death toll was 
38, including nine in Texas and 
29 earlier in Mexico and the 
Caribbean. The Weathe r 
Bureau called Beulah one of 
history's worst storms. 

Sky-dlvlng Tragedies 
~ The deaths of 16 sky divers 
who drow n ed August 27 
brought the number of sky· 
diving deaths in America this 
year to 40, according to the U.S. 
Parachute Association. Last 
year 28 sky divers were kiJled 
in jumping accidents. The 
August tragedy was blamed 
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(1) on the pilot of the plane 
who, the investigation board 
said, should have canceled the 
mission because of the heavy 
overcast; (2) the parachutists 
themselves, who broke a ba n 
on jumping through clouds 
except in emergency situations; 
and (3) the air-traffic controller 
who told the pilot his plane 
was over the target area when, 
in fact, it was miies off course. 

Limited Marriages 
~ A concept of marriage pro­
posed by some psychiatrists 
and psychologists in early 
September revealed their total 
lack of understanding of Chris­
tianity. A psychiatric social 
worker, for example, proposed 
that marriage be a five-year 
renewable contract. She said 
that marriage "is the only 
human contract in the Western 
Christian world that has no 
time length, no opportunity .for 
review and no socially accept· 
able means of termination." 
Mrs. Virginia Satir, a psychi· 
atric social worker, went on to 
say that she would like to see 
an "apprentice period" for 
people contemplating mar. 
riage, a five-year t erminus ad 
quem for all marriage con· 
tracts. Dr. Harold Greenwald, 
a New York psychologist, be· 
lieves that marriage should be 
a "nonlegal, voluntary associa­
tion." None of these people, 
however, see marriage to be 
what it is, not primarily or 
even essentially a legal binding 
social contract, but a covenant 
made before God. The diffi· 
culties that arise are the fault, 
not of the marriage arrange­
ment, but of those who ignore 
the principles for successful 
marriage that are found in 
God's Word the Bible. 

An Era of Strife 
~ Never before in American 
history have there been so 
many outbreaks of racial riot­
ing and violence as in 1967. By 
mid-September there were 150 
outbreaks of violence, more 
than 120 cities were involved, 
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damage to property was up­
ward of $270,000,000, at least 
118 people were killed, nearly 
4,000 injured and, roughly, 
10,000 arrested. The total cost 
of vandalism in New York 
City schools in 1966 was $5,· 
000,000. In Washington, D.C., 
window breakage and theft 
cost more than $214,000 las t 
year. lllegitimate births have 
more than doubled in the last 
15 years, adding to welfare 
rolls and juvenile delinquency. 
Between 1960 and 1966 the 
number of all crimes increased 
by 62 percent; murders, 21 per­
cent; forcible rapes, 50 per· 
cent; larcenies of $50 and over, 
77 percent; auto thefts, 71 per· 
cent. On September 15 the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga­
tion announced that during 
the first half of 1967 crime 
rose by 17 percent over the 
same period a year ago. 

Cigarette-A Deadly Weapon 
~ On September 11 Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy charged the 
cigarette industry with "ped· 
dling a deadly weapon . .. for 
financia l gain." "Each year,'' 
he said, "cigarettes kill five 
times more Americans than do 
traffic accidents. Lung cancer 
alone kills as many as die on 
the road. The cigarette industry 
is peddling a deadly weapon. 
It is dealing in people's lives 
fo r financial gain." The Amer· 
ican Cancer Society's president 
Ashbel C. Williams said that 
1967 has been termed "the year 
of the cigarette" by the society. 
Cancer caused by smoking 
killed 75,000 persons last year, 
he said, and other smoking-re­
lated diseases cla imed another 
300,000 lives. The tobacco in· 
dustry spends $2,000,000,000 
annually "trying to talk chi!· 
dren into smoking." It is esti· 
mated tha t 4,000 to 5,000 Amer­
ican children an hour are 
taking up the smol<ing habit. 
On September 29 the Agricul­
ture Department said that 
Americans will smoke 551,000,· 
000,000 cigarettes this year, an 
average of 4,295 cigarettes for 

every person of 18 years or 
older. Total cigarette consump­
tion will be a bout 11,000,000,000 
more than last year. 

Soccer Game R iot 
~ In the 20th minute of a 
soccer game between the Sivas 
and Kayseri in Kayseri , 
Turkey, a disputed goal was 
scored. Some of the 5,000 Siva 
supporters began throwing 
bottles. A riot erupted. Spec­
tators battled each other with 
pistols, knives and broken 
bottles. The fighting spread to 
the streets. Cars were burned. 
Troops and policemen used 
rifles and bayonets to break 
up the battle. When it was all 
over, 42 persons were dead and 
about 600 injured. 

"Abortion lnsura.nce" 
~ William Baird, birth-control 
crusader, said "abortion in· 
surance" for coeds is operating 
at five of America's colleges. 
He added that groups of coeds, 
often sororities, contribute to 
a "kitty" that usually holds 
$500. When one of the girls 
gets pregnant, he stated, she 
may borrow the necessary 
funds for an abortion and pay 
it back later "for the next g irl 
in trouble." Baird, who directs 
the Parent Aid Society in 
Hempstead, Long Island, said 
he hopes to start 100 birth· 
control clubs on college cam­
puses in the coming year. It 
appears that it is much easier 
to start clubs than to teach 
Christian morals. 

Teen.Agers Running Wild 
~ A published United Press 
International report stated 
that Indonesia's teen-agers are 
running so wild that even the 
army has trouble keeping 
order. "They have picked up 
every Western fad, from mod 
clothes to Beatie haircuts to 
beat sounds to drag racing and 
drug taking-and added a few 
of their own, including top· 
less and bottomless street 
cruising." A traffic policeman 
said he had witnessed a demon-
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stration of topless fashions 
when a car filled with young 
girls wearing "nothing but the 
lower part of their dress" drove 
past him on a Jakarta street. 
The next surprise, he said, was 
when some teen-age girls wore 
"the top part of their dresses, 
but not the bottom part." Police 
records reportedly show that 
many of Jakarta's delinquents 
are sons and daughters of 
high-ranlting people. 

Inhaling Cau Kill 
~ In recent months some 
college students have reported­
ly taken up breathing frosting 
sprays to get a temporary 
thrill. On October 2 eleven­
year-old Lucie White was 
tempted into sniffing an aerosol 
spray designed to frost cocktail 
glasses. According to Dr. J. 
Colman Kelly, Greenwich 
Medical Examiner, the product 
contains Freon, a colorless, 
odorless gas used as a coolant. 
"The F r eon suddenly chilled 
her larynx, perhaps froze it. 

and she died in about three 
minutes, asphyxiated," he ex­
plained. 

Favorable Mention 
~ Brooklyn Heights has been 
named by the city's Landmarks 
Preservation Commission as 
New York's fi r st Historic Dis­
trict. The comm1sswn was 
given broad powers to pre­
serve the historic character­
istics of the neighborhood by 
blocking the demolition of 
historic buildings and regulat­
ing the kind of new con­
struction. Recently a recom­
mendation was approved that 
no new building in the area 
should exceed fifty feet in 
height. The Board of Estimate 
that approved this recommen­
dation, according to the N ew 
York Times for October 4, 
"granted one exception to its 
new regulation on behalf of 
the Watchtower Society, for a 
new dormitory on Columbia 
H eights; but the society has 
made extensive changes in the 

building as originally planned 
to insure that it will conform 
to the character of the area." 
"This kind of cooperative con­
cern on the part of landowners 
is as important as laws in 
preserving the quality of any 
neighborhood," said the edito­
rial. 

Physicians and the Bible 
~ American Medical AssucAu.­
t·ion Nev.;s for July 10, 1967, 
carried this interesting admis­
sion by Dr. H. 0. Philips, of 
N'avajo, New Mexico: "Th·~ 
best informed medical r e ­
searchers now doing the best 
work are arriving at t he con­
clusion that the Bible is a very 
accurate scientifi.c book .. . The 
facts of life, diagnosis, treat­
ment, and preventive medicine 
as given in the Bible are far 
more advanced and reliable 
than the theories of Hippoc­
rates, many still unproven, 
and some found to be grossly 
inaccurate." 

LetUil 
Singing lifts up one's 
spiri ts, a nd the songs 
that are most upbuilding 
are those that bring 
praise to God. Do you 
know all the 119 songs 

in the popular new songbook "Singing and Accompanying 
Younelves with Music in Yo·ur Hem·tsn? Obtain the set of 
fine orchestral recordings and listen as you learn to sing 
them. Set of ten monaural 12-inch vinyl long-playing records 
(33-k rpm) for $8.50. The songbook, deltL'Xe, gold-edged edition, 
50c. Send today. 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. B R 0 0 K L Y N, N.Y. l 1 2 0 1 

Please send me [ set o! ten records (Includes all 119 songs in numerica l order, 

S8.50); [ ] Songbook "Smging and Accompanying Yourselves wi th Mus-ic in Your Hea1·t s," 

deluxe edition (50c). I am enclosing .. ........... .... . 

Name 
Street and Number 
or Route and Box .... .. ............... ... ..... ......... ... ............ ... . .. 

City ... ............ ... ............. ... .. ... .... .. ... ... .................................. . State ....... .... .. ........................... Zone or Code ......... ..... .. . 
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