
Children rarely grow up to be good on their 
own. They have to be trained to conform to prin­
ciples. This training, according to the Bible, 
should begin at home. But you can be greatly as­
sisted by attending the five meetings scheduled 
in the Kingdom Hall in your neighborhood. One 
of these is the Theocratic Ministry School, where 
young and old alike are assisted to become quali­
fied speakers. Now being used, in addition to the 
Bible as a textbook, is QuoJified to Be Ministers. 
This book contains a section on Progressive 
Speech Training that will be helpful to all. Study 
with your children, at home and with others. 

Qualifled to Be Ministers 

New revised edition SOc 
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THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE 

News sources that are able to keep you awoke to the vital issues of our times must 
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. " Awake!" has no fetters . It recognizes 
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by politica l ties; it is unham­
pered by traditional creeds. This magazin e keeps itself free, that it may speak free ly to 
you. But it does not a buse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of "Awake!" is not narrow, but is international. "Awoke!" has its 
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles ore read in many lands, in many 
languages, by millions of persons. 

In every issue "Awake!" presents vital topics on which you should be info rmed. It 
fea tures penetrating a rticles o n social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everyday life-. Current news from every continent passes in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce a bout which 
you should know. Straightforward discussions of rel igious issues alert you to matters of 
\'ital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practicq l 
sciences and points of human interest a re all embraced in its coverage . "Awoke!" pro­
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awake!" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to champi'oning freedom for a ll , to comforting mourners ond strengthening those 
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reAecting sure hope for the establish­
ment of God's righteous new order in this generation. 

Get acquainted with " Awake!" Keep awake by reading "Awoke!" 
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" It is alrcacly the hour for you to awake." 
-Romon> 13:11 
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The Bible· as History 

WHAT a book the IJ'M'ti&R~~,-A~l(J How utterly erro. 
V Bible is! Oldest 1//11'• ~ &;• I nsuecohuschaanrgdesbaarseelheasss 

of the books being 
read today, it is at been and is being 
once the most widely quoted and distribut- demonstrated by archaeologists working 
ed as well as the most widely translated- in the Near East. These have shown be­
in 1,280 languages. No other book has so yond doubt that, as Professor Noel B. 
many genuine friends nor so many deter- Freedman expressed it, "the Bible is the 
mined enemies. story of people who occupied a certain 

Without doubt one reason for the Bi- geographical territory, who lived and died 
ble's great popularity lies in its being such on it, who worked and worshiped there 
fine literature. But to limit your appre- ... and who left tangible evidence of their 
dation of the Bible to that fact would be presence."-The Bible in Modern Scholar­
to make a serious mistake. It commands ship (1965). 
your attention because of its claim to be Archaeologists have uncovered such 
the inspired Word of God, the Creator of "tangible evidence" by digging up and an­
all things, which is able to instruct you alyzing rocks, ruined walls and buildings, 
in God's qualities and pw-poses and his by uncovering pottery, tools, weapons and 
will for you. Yet, it is chiefly because of other artifacts, as well as by investigating 
this that the Bible has so many foes. surface remains. While in doing so they 

A favorite line of attack has been to have resorted to aerial photography to de­
challenge the Bible as history. Typical of teet outlines of cities, magnetometers to 
many critics is Assyriologist Friedrich locate stone foundations many feet below 
Delitzsch, who, in his book Die G?·osse the sw'face of the ground, and many other 
Entauschun,g (The G1·eat Deception), modern gadgets, one of the most success­claimed that the early history of Israel 
was a fraud perpetrated on the Jewish ful Palestinian archaeologists has used 
people by their religious leaders after these the least. What has been his secret 
their return from Babylon in 537 B.C.E. of success, you ask? Dependence upon 
And in particular have such critics "the amazing historical memory of the 
charged that the first eleven chapters of Bible," to quote his own words.-Time 
Genesis are myths. magazine, December 13, 1963. 
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No doubt archaeology in itself, regard­
less of its location, interests many per­
sons because 'distance lends enchantment' 
and because man seems to have an in­
satiable curiosity regarding his past. But 

A NOTED American jurist 
of a previous generation, 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, once 
said: "The spade ... has fed 

Biblical archaeology can do more for you. 
By refuting Bible critics and by illuminat­
ing and confirming what is written there­
in it can enhance your appreciation of the 
authenticity of Bible history. 

ffltc Spallc 
~cds Cigltt 

on 

the tribes of mankind. It has 
furnished them water, coal, iron and 
gold. And now it is giving them 
truth-historic truth." While the 
spade does not give historic truth to 
the Bible, since that is already re­
corded, in the case of the Near East 
it might be said that the spade is 
corroborating the truth of the Bible. 

Actually, Biblical archaeology is a 
relatively new science. Only in 1822 GENESIS 
did decipherment of the Rosetta 
Stone unlock Egyptian hieroglyphics. As­
syrian cuneiform was decoded more than 
twenty years later. Systematic excavations 
were begun in Assyria in 1843 and in 
Egypt in 1850, but truly scientific expedi­
tions in the modern sense did not begin in 
Egypt until 1883, nor in Palestine until 
1890. 

In considering the evidences of archae­
ology it is important for you to bear in 
mind that the archaeologist is much like 
a detective, who considers circumstantial 
evidence in an effort to get at the truth. 
At times the evidence is quite conclusive, 
as when J. B. Pritchard found twenty-six 
jar handles with the name "Gibeon" in­
scribed on them, indicating that the 
mound or "tell" he was excavating was in­
deed the ancient Biblical city ·of Gibeon.1 

But more often the evidence is merely 
persuasive. In either case, however, in the 
vast majority of instances the results har­
monize remarkably with the Bible record. 

4 

Turning to the record in the book of 
Genesis we note that it places the first 
man, an intelligent, reasoning creature 
with a moral sense, in the Near East, in 
the area of the Tigris and the Euphrates 
Rivers, even as it places Noah and his 
family upon their leaving the ark in the 
mountains of Ararat to the west of what 
is now known as the Caspian Sea.-Gen: 
2:7-14; 8:4. 

Does the spade of archaeology confirm 
this location as the cradle of civilized 
man? It does. Representative of modern 
opinion on the subject are the words of 
archaeologist R. J. Braidwood: "There is 
overwhelming evidence that the first ex~ 
periments in food production and village 
life were made in the Near East. Similar 
experiments in China and India surely 
came later, and quite possibly were due 
to Near East influence . .. The Near East 
also appears to have been the natural habi­
tat of the plants and animals that were 
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later domesticated to provide the basis for 
agricultural and animal husbandry of the 
western Old World."2 

The Table of Nations 
Another part of the book of Genesis 

upon which the spade has shed light is the 
Table of Nations mentioned in Genesis 
chapter 10. It tells of the seventy families, 
peoples or nations that descended from 
Noah's three sons. This table might be 
said to underscore the truth of the words 
of the apostle Paul uttered to the Athe­
nian philosophers on . Mars Hill: "He 
[God] made out of one man every nation 
of men, to dwell upon the entire surface 
of the earth. "-Acts 17: 26. 

While the average reader of the Bible 
may not give much thought to this chap­
ter of Genesis, especially in view of its 
many strange names, it is indeed a most 
remarkable one. It divides the· human 
~amily into three main branches, the 
J'aphetic, or Indo-European family of na­
tions, the Hamitic, which includes the peo­
ples inhabiting the land of Canaan, Egypt, 

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION 

The general view is well expressed by 
one who says that this "table of the na­
t ions remains, according to all results 
of archaeological exploration, an ethno­
graphic original document of the first 
rank which nothing can replace."~ 

And says archaeologist Albright of this 
Bible chapter: "It has long attracted stu­
dents of ancient Oriental geography and 
ethnography. It standc; absolutely alone in 
ancient literature, without a remote par­
allel, even among the Greeks. . • . Many 
of the names of peoples and countries 
mentioned in this chapter have been dis­
covered on the momunents for the first 
time ... . The Table of Nations remains 
an astonishingly accurate document."' 

Yes, the spade of archaeology is shed­
ding ever more light on this remarkable 
document that . reveals a world view of 
ancient humankind. All of which, let it be 
noted, compels the conclusion that the 
writer was endowed .with more than mere 
human insight. 

The Tower of Babel 
Immediately following the Table of Na­

tions the book of Genesis records how men 
Ethiopia and oth­
er regions of Af­
rica, and the 
Shemitic, or the 
Semites of south­
western Asia, a 
definite linguistic 
group as well as 
more or less a ra­
cial unit. After 
over a century 
of archaeological 
search and inves­
tigation, what 
view do such re­
searchers h old 
concerning this 
"Table of ·Na-

or THE OfFSPRING Or NOAH'S SONS 
AFTER THE FLOOD 

tions"? 

OOTOBER S, 1961 
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Ziggurat uncovered in Ur of ancient Chaldea 

mit of the Tower of stages at 
E-temen-an-ki so that its top 
rivaled the heavens." In fact, 
a fragment. found north of the 
Marduk temple in Babylon 
matches the Biblical record 
as to how the tower builders 
came to grief: "The building 
of this temple offended the 
gods. In a night they threw 

built the Tower of Babel "with its top in 
the heaVens," for the purpose of making 
"a celebrated name for ourselves," and 
how Jehovah God then confused their 
common language.- Gen. 11:1-9. 

Does this sound like a myth or fantasy 
to you? Then consider what light the 
spade of archaeology has shed on this rec­
ord. The Bible tells that this building work 
took place on the plains of Shinar , that is, 
in Babylonia. What has archaeology found 
there? While no claim can be made that 
the original tower was found, diggings 
have uncovered the bases and portions of 
a number of "ziggurat"* towers in various 
stages of preservation or decay. The Bible 
further tells that these towers were made 
with burnt brick, not stones, and that 
bitwnen or asphalt \vas used as mortar. 
Do the archaeological discoveries coin­
cide? They do, indeed, for the oldest of 
these ziggurats, the one at Uruk, was 
found to be built with clay, bricks and 
asphalt. 

Has archaeology also testified to the 
ambitions of these tower builders? It has, 
in the form of later expressions that re­
flect or memorialize the words and atti­
tude of those original builders, for in­
scriptions relating to these towers often 
contain such words as, "Its top shall reach 
the heavens," and King Nebuchadnezzar 
is recorded as saying, "I raised the sum-

• From the Assyrlan·Bab:;loninn word ztqquratu, 
meaning "to be high or raised up," as the top of a 
mountain or a built tower. 
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down what had been built. They scattered 
them abroad, and made strange their 
speech. The progress they impeded.''5 

As to the dispersion of the various lan­
guage groups and racial families from a 
central point in Mesopotamia, Sir Henry 
Rawlinson, archaeologist, in speaking of 
the different races in western Asia, says: 
''It is pleasing to remark, that if we were 
to be guided by the mere intersection of 
linguistic paths, and independently of all 
reference to the Scriptural record, we 
should still be led to fix on the plains 
of Shinar [in Mesopotamia), as the fo­
cus from which the various lines had 
radiated." 

Sodom and Gomorrah 
Have you ever wondered to what ex­

tent the record of the destruction of the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah near the 
southern end of the Dead Sea, as recorded 
in the book of Genesis, is historical? Then 
know that here again the spade of archae­
ology has proved enlightening. The Bible 
tells us that Jehovah God destroyed those 
cities by a 11rain of sulphur and fire," and, 
according to Bible chronology, this took 
place about the year 1900 B.C.E. and at 
the Low Plain of Siddim, that is, the Salt 
Sea.-Gen. 13:10; 19:23-28. 

In keeping with the inspired Record 
archaeologists tell us of the area's pros­
perity in the same time period as that of 
Lot and Abraham. Also, we are told that 
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"a careful survey of the literary, geologi­
cal and archaeological evidence points to 
the conclusion that the infamous 'cities of 
the plain,' (Gen. 19:29) \\'ere in the area 
which now is submerged beneath the slow­
ly rising waters of the southern part of 
the Dead Sea, and 

and post-Abrahamic times .. At this ancient 
city to the east of the Tigris and south­
east of Nineveh some 20,000 clay tablets 
were unearthed that contained a wealth 
of detail regarding Near Eastern social 
and legal customs of the times. Certain as-

pects show remark­
that their ruin was 
accomplished by a 
great earthquake, 
probably accompa­
nied by explosions, 
lightning, ignition of 
natural gas, and gen-

IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
ably close parallels 
to those described in 
the Genesis account 
concerning the patri­
archs. For example, 
the selling of birth-

YOUTH AND DRUG ADDICTION 

• living for "Kicks" That Kill. 

• How to Avoid Drug Addiction. 

eral conflagration";6 petroleum and natu­
ral gas being plentiful in that region. 

At Babylonia and Egypt 
By digging up such ancient cities as 

Mari, Ur and Nuzi archaeologists have 
shed further light on the book of Genesis. 
Thus at the ancient royal city of Mari 
(Tell Hariri) on the Euphrates an enor­
mous palace was uncovered, the archives 
of which yielded more than 20,000 clay 
tablets. Here such Biblical place-names as 
Haran have been found, as well as some 
of the names of the patriarchs, such as 
Serug, Peleg, Nahor and likely Reu, here 
used as the names of places.-Gen. 11: 
16, 20, 29, 32. 

Ur, the ancient home of Abraham (Gen. 
11: 28-31), a Sumerian city on the Eu­
phrates near the Persian Gulf, was a 
prominent metropolis with a highly de­
veloped civilization. Here, too, thousands 
of clay tablets were discovered, revealing 
many of the details of life some 4,000 
years ago, causing their discoverer, ar­
chaeologist Woolley, to say: "We must rad­
ically alter our view of [Abraham) when 
we see that his earlier years were passed 
in such sophisticated surroundings."7 

As for the excavations at Nuzi, these 
have served to illuminate both Abrahamic 
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r ights is described, 
recalling the case of Isaac•·s son selling his 
birthright to his twin brother Jacob. 
-Gen. 25:29-34. 

The last ten chapters of Genesis deal 
chiefly with Joseph. Have you thought of 
his record as merely a good "Sunday 
School" story but probably not actual his­
tory? Then note what one authority tells 
as to how thoroughly Egyptian this record 
is, as revealed by the spade : 'Potiphar 
bears a genuine Egyptian name; steward­
ships, such as that with which Joseph was 
entrusted, appear frequently; dreams were 
a matter of intense interest; the title "the 
chief of the bakers" has been found; on 
t heir birthdays Egyptian kings were ac­
customed to grant amnesties; the magi­
cians were, among other things, entrusted 
\Vith interpreting portents; shaving before 
appearing before Pharaoh was required,' 
and numerous other authentic details that 
testify that the account is not just a 
"story" but factual history.8 

Truly the spade is shedding light on the 
book of Genesis. As Albright stated in a 
newspaper interview : "Every year new 
discoveries, achieved through the very 
scientific methods which critics say prove 
the Bible antiquated, validate it and prove 
that the writers meant what they wrote 

. This does not mean that no conflicts 
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or obscurities remain, but simply that the 
whole sweep of biblical history is based 
on remarkable oral and written tradition." 
-The Detroit News, April 20, 1964. 

No question about it, the spade of ar· 
chaeology has and does shed light on the 
Bible book of Genesis. It may thus aid 
some, plagued by doubts, to view the Bible 
with an open mind and come to appreciate 
that, far more than merely presenting 
"remarkable oral and written tradition," 
the Bible contains the inspired account of 

AMONG the results of Darwin's theory 
of evolution is that many men have 

ceased to view the Bible as a divine reve­
lation. Thus many clergymen and theolo­
gians teach that all religion, including that 
of Moses and Jesus Christ, is simply the 
resUlt of human aspirations, and reflects 
the yearnings and spiritual struggles of 
more or less sincere and religious men. 
These theologians claim that all religious 
efforts are embraced in the apostle Paul's 
remark that men would "seek God, if they 
might grope for him and really find him." 
-Acts 17:27. 

They take the position that the religion 
of Israel was merely a folk religion and 
that it began and developed the same as 
every other religion. Under what they call 
"comparative religion," they claim that 
''all religion is one in various stages of 
development," and that evolution is at 

8 

God's dealings with men and presents 
prophetic foregleams of divine blessings. 

REFERENCES 
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work in all religion and that it no longer 
can be claimed that one religion is true 
and all others are false.1 

No doubt one of the chief reasons for 
the popularity of this view of religion has 
been the efforts of Julius Wellhausen, a 
professor of Oriental languages, of whom 
it is said that he "made his name famous 
by his critical investigations of the Hexa­
teuch (the first six books of the Bible]-, 
and by the uncompromising scientific at:­
titude he adopted in testing its problems."~ 
Also, it is claimed that he did for Biblical 
criticism what Darwin did for biology and 
that he "made it possible to understand 
the evolution of the Old Testament reli­
gion."s 

But this theory of his brought him face 
to face with a dilemma, for as he himself 
admitted, "it is impossible to .account for 
the fact that the history of Israel with 
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more or less the same beginnings as, e.g., 
the history of the lVIoabites, should have 
such totally different results."4 But that 
is just it! The reason t he religion of the 
Israelites has had such different results 
from that of contemporary religions back 
there is that it had a different beginning, 
it was no mere folk religion as were all 
the other religions back there. It was the 
divinely revealed religion. 

If this seems to be a strong statement 
to you, then note what the spade of ar­
chaeology has revealed in this regard. 
Taking our study back as far as the time 
of Abraham, we learn that diggings have 
disclosed that his native city Ur was the 
center of Moon worship in ancient Bab­
ylonia and that in its pant.l1eon of gods 
there were three chief deities, Anu, Enlil 
and Enki, and three lesser deities, the 
Sun, Moon and Venus under the names of 
Shamash, Sin and Ishtar, and a host of 
still lesser gods and goddesses.5 As the Bi­
ble itself tells us, Abraham's forefathers 
worshiped such gods. (Josh. 24:14) In 
striking contrast to them all, Abraham 
recognized only one God, and from the 
inspired Record it is clear that he was 
familiar with God's distinctive name, Je­
hovah. The Bible says that, shot·Uy after 
he entered the land of Canaan, "he built 
an altar there to Jehovah and began to 
call on the name of Jehovah." Obviously 
Abraham's worship could not have been 
a mere refinement or a mere evolutionary 
step from the pagan worship of Babylonia. 
His worship represented too great a con­
trast for that. It must have been revealed 
to him by Go d.-Gen. 12: 8. 

Israel's Worship vs. Egyptian Worship 
The Bible tells that the Israelites were 

in Egypt for more than two centuries, but 
did ·they get their religion from Egypt? 
True, it is a common practice to call at­
tention to the morality of the Egypt ians 
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(the evidence of which has been uncovered 
by the spade of archaeology), especially 
as noted by the expressions appearing in 
the "Book of the Dead," which would 
seem to indicate that the Egyptians had 
a moral code similar in some points to 
that later given to Israel in the Ten Com­
mandments. This "Book" contains "nega­
tive confessions," as they have been called, 
which protest the deceased one's inno­
cence before a posthumous court, denying 
any guilt and shortcomings. Thus, one of 
tltese Egyptian confessions protests inno­
cence in thirty-six respects: "(A-1) I 
have not committed evil against men. 
(A-2) I have not mistreated cattle . . . 
(A-8) I have not blasphemed a god. . . . 
(A-14) I have not killed . . . (A-18) I 
have not damaged the bread of the gods. 
... (A-36) I have not stopped a god on 
his procession." These were written on 
papyrus by priests who sold them to who­
ever wanted them and filled in the name 
of the buyer. The confessions were de­
posited in the tomb upon death to assure 
bliss in the "afterlife. "6 

While such confessions give evidence of 
morality, they cannot prove a common 
origin, any more than an ape's having 
two eyes, two ears and four limbs proves 
that he and man had a common ancestor. 
The Code of Hammurabi, the teachings of 
Buddha and Confucius all contain moral 
precepts. All such is but evidence of the 
Creator's having placed in man a moral 
sense, even as the apostle Paul shows: 
"Whenever people of the nations that do 
not have [God's] law do by nature the 
things of the law, t.11ese people, although 
not having law, are a law to themselves. 
They are the very ones who demonstrate 
the matter of the law to be written in 
their hearts, while their conscience is 
bearing witness with them and, between 
their own thoughts, they are being ac­
cused or even excused."-Rom. 2 :14, 15. 
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Ta-w.eret 

On the other hand, note 
just a few of the extreme 
contrasts between the reli­
gion of the Egyptians and 
the worship of Jehovah as 
made known through Moses. 
Even as in the case with 
Babylonia, archaeology has 
revealed that Egypt had 
many deities {according to 
one authority, seventy­
three) , as well as hundreds 

of lesser gods, who presided over certain 
cities or over certain functions. In fact, 
each town had its guardian deity. What a 
contrast this multiplicity of gods presents 
to the words of Moses: "Listen, 0 Israel: 
Jehovah our God is one Jehovah." And as 
noted in the First and Second of the Ten 
Commandments, Jehovah tolerated no ri­
vals but exacted "exclusive devotion." 
What a gulf between these two religions 
as to who is to be worshiped!- Deut. 6:4; 
Ex. 20 :3-5. 

Then, again, Israel was strictly forbid­
den to make a likeness of Jehovah God, 
for, as Jehovah reminded them, "you did 
not see any form on the day of Jehovah's 
speaking to you in Horeb out of the mid­
dle of the fire, that you may not act ruin­
ously" by making a male or female image 
or that of any beast, bird, creeping thing 
or fish and worshiping it or worshiping 
any of the heavenly bodies. The fact that 
it is altogether impossible to make any 
likeness of J ehovah is termed the aniconic 
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MULTITUDE OF EGYPTIAN DEITIES 
(that is, imageless or nonidolatrous) char­
acter of Jehovah and is unique with the 
religion of Israel. No religion of hwnan 
origin ever thought of so grand a concept 
that made it simply impossible to produce 
a representation of the one to be wor­
shiped.-Deut. 4:15-19. 

But with the Egyptians, their gods took 
on many forms, especially that of the 
brute creation. Thus we are told: "Mostly 
. .. the Egyptian deities were represented 
by animal forms. The god Khnum was a 
ram; Horus a falcon; Thoth an ibis; Se­
bek a crocodile; the goddess Nut, at Bu­
bastis, a cat; and the goddess Bruto a ser­
pent. . . . The sacred bull was worshiped 
as an actual animal. He was housed in a 
temple and tended by priests. When he 
died he was embalmed and buried with 
great ceremony. Cemeteries worthy of the 
gods and kings were built for the inter­
ment of these holy beasts . . . The stone 
sarcophagi in which the sacred bulls had 
been laid away were made of heavy black 
and red granite, each one cut from a sin­
gle polished block approximately 9.6 feet 
high, 6.4 feet broad and 12.8 feet long. 
The weight of these blocks [sarcophagi] 
has been estimated at about 72 tons."; 
Then, again, in one city there was a large 
cemetery for cats, in another, for croco­
diles, in another, for ibises and in another, 
for rams. Hundreds of mwnmified animaLs 
have been found in these cemeteries. 

A further striking contrast between 
Egyptian religion and that of Israel, as 
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BROUGHT TO LIGHT BY ARCHAEOLOGY 
highlighted by the spade of archaeology, 
was the use of magic. The law of Moses ex­
plicitly and repeatedly forbade all use of 
magic. (Lev. 19:31; Deut. 18:9-13) But 
magic was rampant throughout Egypt's 
entire history; it early dominated the 
practice of medicine; and priests formed 
a mass of magical formulas by means of 
which the "laity," for a price, could en­
sure themselves a happy existence after 
death. Even major political conspiracies 
employed magical procedures to procure 
the aid of their gods. 

Polytheism, animal worship and magic, 
to which, among other things, might be 
added reincarnation and the enslavement 
to a greedy and corrupt priesthood-all 
this is what can be expected from a folk 
religion. Had Israel's religion had the 
same human origin, it doubtless would 
have absorbed some of these elements as 
the Israelites came in contact with it; but 
did it? No, for while they themselves re­
peatedly were ensnared by such things, 
their sacred Scripture kept free from 
them. Why? Because it was a divine reve­
lation. 

Religions of I srael 
and of Canaan Contrasted 

Forty years after the Israelites left 
Egypt they entered the land of Canaan. 
How did their worship compare with that 
of the Canaanites whose land they took 
over? 
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Digg ings have re­
vealed that the use of 
idols, especially of the 
god Baal, was very 
common in the re­
ligion of Canaan. 
"Canaanite cities pos­
sessed quite a num­
ber of copper and 
bronze figurines of 
male deities, most of 
which are identified 
with Baal," which is what we should ex­
pect from a folk religion, one of human 
origin. But did the fact that the Israelites 
were surrounded by such idolatry, even be­
ing infiltrated by it in certain periods, 
cause their religion to take on some of the 
characteristics of the Canaanite religion? 
By no means. On the contrary, we are as­
sured that "when we come to Israelite 
towns the series [of Baal images] gives 
out." Yes, while the Israelites at t imes 
stooped to idolatry, they never attempted 
to make a representation of their God J e­
hovah: "Archaeology offers support for 
the antiquity of this commandment in Is­
rael in that a :figure of [Jehovah] has yet 
to be found in the debris of an Israelite 
town."s 

It might even be said that there was an 
even greater contrast between the religion 
of Israel and that of the Canaanites than 
there was between Israel's and that of 
Egypt. How so? you ask. In that, in ad­
dition to polytheism, magic and suchlike 
pagan features, the religion of Canaan was 
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saturated with sexual immo­
rality. Far from their gods' 
being examples of morality or 
requiring it, we are told that 
"the lives of the gods were 
certainly on a moral level be­
low that of the average of 
society as a whole."9 One Uga­
r it tablet tells of the Canaan­
ite god El seducing two wom­
en, the description of which 
is said to be "one of the 
frankest and most sensuous 
in ancient Near-Eastern lit­
erature."10 In particular were 
their goddesses depicted as 
delighting in bloodshed and 
sexual orgies. 

With such a pantheon of 
depraved deities, is it any 
wonder that the religion of 
Canaan was extremely im­
moral? Phallic symbols 

Bible recorded regarding this 
people, and illuminates the 
same. When the Israelites be~ 
came contaminated with Ca­
naanite religion "they kept 
spilling innocent blood, the 
blood of their sons and their 
daughters, whom they sacri­
ficed to the idols of Canaan; 
and the land came to be pol­
luted with bloodshed. And 
they got to be unclean by 
their works and kept having 
immoral intercourse by their 
dealings." In fact, even before 
they entered the land of Ca­
naan Jehovah God warned 
the Israelites that it was be­
cause of the gross sexual im­
morality and idolatry of the 
Canaanites that he was order-

aboWlded throughout the Baal, o Canaanite god-found 
land. It is reported that at Ros Shamra in 1932 

ing their execution and that he 
would destroy the Israelites 
likewise if they engaged in 
such practices.-Ps. 106: 
34-39; Lev. 18:1-30. "the chief emphasis in Ca-

naanite religion . . . was upon fertility 
and sex ... We know that sacred prosti­
tution, both male and female, was exceed­
ingly common, practiced in the name of 
t•eligion at various centers of worship."11 

And says another authority: "Canaanite 
cult practice was oriented toward sex and 
its manifestations. In no other country has 
so relatively great number of figurines of 
t he naked goddess of fertility, some dis­
tinctly obscene, been found. Nowhere else 
does the cult of the serpent appear so 
strongly."12 And with all this sex worship 
went also the offering of human sacrifices, 
so that "no other people rivaled them in 
the mixture of bloodshed and debauchery 
with which they thought to honor the 
Deity."13 

What digging has revealed in recent 
years is exactly in keeping with what the 
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Pertinent here are the words of one of 
the world's leading archaeologists, Si~ 

Leonard Woolley, to the effect that the 
Hebrew prophets in their descriptions and 
denunciations of the Canaanites did thel"q 
"no injustice, for wit~ the Phoenicians at 
least the custom of sacrificing their first­
born persisted long after neighboring peo­
ples had learned to substitute an animal 
for a human victim .... So far as we can 
see-and the Ugarit tablets afford evi­
dence enough-[their] religion ... was· 
singularly lacking in moral and ethical 
content.''-The Beginnings of Civilization 
(1963). 

Have you at times wondered why Je­
hovah God ordered the people of Israel to 
wipe out the Canaanites? If so, then surely 
from the foregoing the reason is clear 
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enough. In this, however, there is also a 
warning. The Bible tells us that God does 
not change. (lVIal. 3: 6) The modern gener­
ation is rapidly getting as immoral as the 
pre-Flood generation and as the people of 
canaan, and so it, too, can expect to reap 
Jehovah's adverse judgment. Fulfillment 
of Bible prophecy indicates that that time 
js not far away.-Matt. 24:1-39. 

No Evolution Within lsmel's Religion 
Clearly, from all the foregoing it must 

be apparent that the religion of Israel did 
not evolve the way surrounding religions 
did; it had so little in common with them 
that it could by no stretch of the imagina­
tion be viewed as a development from sur­
rounding forms of worship. The only rea­
son why the presentation of this religion 
in the Bible is free from the gross poly­
theism of Ur (with its emphasis on the 
worship of the moon as though it were 
the chief and ruling heavenly body), is 
free from Egypt's practice of magic and 
its degrading animal worship, and was 
able to take a relatively strong stand 
against the revolting worship of the Ca­
naanites, is that Israel's worship was a 
divine revelation. 

Those who claim that the worship of 
Israel was of human origin, the same as 
all the other religions, bring the charge of 
"pseudopigraphy" against the Bible writ­
ers. By this they mean "spurious writings 
purporting to be by Bible characters," and 
so they glibly term many of the Bible 
writings ''pious frauds." By this they 
mean, for example, that the book of Deu­
teronomy was written by men who lived 
far later, in the time of King Josiah, and 
the book of Leviticus centuries later, by 
priests after they returned from the Bab­
~rlonian captivity; and that these men 
meant well and so they piously credited 
these writings of theirs to Moses so that 
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their people, the Jews, would take these 
writings seriously. 

However, it is difficult to conceive how 
any persons who would perpetrate such 
frauds could be termed "well-meaning" 
and "pious." More than that, there is ab­
solutely no evidence that such a thing was 
done, for as archaeologist Albright has so 
well noted: "The assumption that pious 
frauds and pseudopigraphy were common 
in Israel, is without parallel in the pre­
Hellenic Orient. What we find is just the 
opposite, a [religious] veneration both for 
the written and for oral tradition."u The 
remarkable accuracy, even as to minute 
details, with which the Bible accounts re­
flect the circumstances and conditions of 
the particular time period to which they 
claim to relate (which accuracy has been 
demonstrated so frequently by the dig­
gings in the Nem· East), leaves no sound 
basis whatsoever for viewing them as the 
imaginative works of inventive writers 
living centuries later. 

Have you been listening to and support­
ing religious leaders whose modern theo­
ries critical of the Bible are thus proved 
to be unsound? If so, would it not be wise 
for you to look elsewhere for religious 
guidance? 
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GREAT, in­
deed, has 

been the inter­
est that Bible 
lovers have 
shown in ar­
chaeological ac­
tivity in the 
Near East and 
particularly in 
Palestine. Be­
cause of this, 
have you 
thought that 
the purpose of 
all Near East 

INCIDENTS IN ISRAEL'S 
NATIONAL HISTORY 

Israelites, "but 
the Canaanites 
persisted in 
dwelling in this 
land," the in­
spired Record 
tells us. (Judg. 
1:27) So, what 
does the spade 
of archaeology 
testify regard­
ing these cities? 
According t o 
archaeologis t 
Wright, "the ar­
chaeo logica l 

excavations has been to illuminate or to 
corroborate the Bible record? True, a 
hundred years ago a British society wac; 
formed for that very purpose. However, 
in more recent years many others, such 
as the Israeli government , and the uni­
versities of Harvard and Yale, have spon­
sored archaeological expeditions in the 
Near East, and that primarily for scien­
tific, cultural and economic reasons. This 
fact makes all the more impressive the 
evidence that archaeologists have uncov­
ered illustrating the accuracy of the Bible 
record. 

In Joshua's Time 
"Razor ... the head of all these king­

doms''-so the book of Joshua (11:10) 
described this city conquered by the in­
vading Israelites. What did the diggings 
there reveal? They show that it was in­
deed once a great city, covering 200 acres 
and having a very large population, and 
they give evidence that it was destroyed 
in the time of Joshua. Even the fact that 
in later times King Solomon did a notable 
building work there has been corroborated 
by diggings.-Josh. 11: 11; 1 Ki. 9:15, 16. 

The cities of Beth-shean and Megiddo, 
on the other hand, were not taken by the 
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evidence is very plain that the Canaanite 
inhabitants [of these cities] were not dis­
turbed nor displaced. These data agree 
so strikingly with the conquest tradition 
[that is, the book of Joshua] that it is 
difficult to see how the correspondence 
can be mere coincidence."l. 

Jerusalem's Tunnels 
Did you know that long tunnels, hewn 

out of solid rock with simple hand tools 
figured prominently in the history of King 
David and King Hezekiah of Israel? Da­
vid's men made use of one of them to 
capture Jerusalem in the first place, and 
Hezekiah built such a tunnel to assure Je­
rusalem of water at a time when it would 
be besieged.-2 Sam. 5:6-10; 2 ~i. 20:20; 
2 Chron. 32:2-4, 30. 

In 1867 the water tunnel that David's 
men likely used was discovered, running 
from the founta in of Gihon back into the 
hill, with a vertical shaft up to what was 
once the old city of Jebus. In 1910-1911, 
the entire system of tunnels connecting 
with the Gihon spring was cleared. One 
tunnel, known as the Siloam tunnel, was 
cut through solid rock for a third of a 
mile, with an average height of six feet, 
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Portion of the Siloam inscription, from the days of King Hezekiah 

twenty-second Dynasty. 
The Bible shows him as 
an Egyptian ruler whom 
Jehovah permitted to in­
vade Judah around the 
year 993 B.C.E., because 
its king, Solomon's son 
Rehoboam, had "left 
the law of Jehovah." 
(2 Chro n. 12: 1-12) 
Knowledge of this inva­

from the fountain of Gihon to the pool of 
Siloam within the city. This tunnel was 
built by two groups of workmen beginning 
at opposite ends. 

Of particular interest is the ancient in­
SCI'iption found on the tunnel wall at about 
the place whet·e the two groups of work­
ers met. The inscription, in early Hebrew 
monumental script, reads in part: "While 
there was still three cubits [ 4~ feet] to 
be cut through, there was heard the voice 
of a man calling to his fellow, for there 
was an overlap in the rock on the right 
and on the left. And when the tunnel was 
driven through, the quarrymen hewed the 
rock, each man toward his fellow, ~xe 
against axe; and the water flowed from 
the spring toward the reservoir for 1,200 
cubits [1,800 feet ] , and the height of the 
rock above the quarrymen was 100 cubits 
[150 feet] ."~ Incidentally, since the Bible 
definitely sets the date of the time of this 
event in the reign of King Hezekiah, the 
style of writing in this inscription is used 
by scholars for comparison in dating oth­
er Hebrew inscription~. 

Pagan Monarchs Add 1'heir Testimony 
Quite a number of incidents in Israel's 

national history have been confirmed by 
pagan records that archaeologists have 
uncovered, of which space permits telling 
only the more prominent ones. Among 
these is the invasion by Shishak (She­
shank I) the Lybian rule1· of Egypt's 
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sion was limited to the Biblical record 
until 1830. Then an imposing relief in 
hieroglyphics and picttrres, discovered cen­
turies earlier, was finally deciphered. Con­
cerning it we are told: 'A portion of this 
relief shows the god Amun leading for­
ward by cords 156 Israelite captives in 
rows, each of whom symbolized a differ­
ent town of Palestine. In each case the 
name of the town is enclosed in an oval 
marked out beneath the head and shoul­
ders of the captive. Of the names that 
are still legible and geographically identi­
fied are many found in the Hebrew Scrip­
tures. ·~ 

A pagan king's record, on what is known 
as the Moabite Stone, fw·nishes another 
instance of how the fruits of the spade are 

Part of relief found in Amun temp le at 
Karnak dep icting Israelite captives taken by 
King Shisha k and naming Judean towns 
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testifying to the accuracy of Biblical his­
tory. This stone has been termed 'the 
largest single literary document outside 
the Bible dealing with Palestine in the 
I ron Age.'• It tells of the revolt of the 
Moabite king Mesha, which revolt is re­
corded in the Bible at 2 Kings 1: 
1; 3:4, 5. In addition to mention­
ing Omri, king of the ten-tribe 
kingdom of Israel, it also contains 
numerous geographical names 
found in the Bible. 

The writing on what is known 
as King Sermacherib's Prism har­
monizes remarkably with still an­
other incident in Israel's national 
history: Sennacherib's invasion of 
Judah, his capturing of certain cit­
ies, his being paid tl'ibute by King 
Hezekiah and his siege of Jerusa­
lem. All of this is boastfully related 
in the Assyrian monarch's prism, 
including many details as to the 
number of towns captured (forty­
six), the number of prisoners tak-

prominence. In one of his annals he de­
scribes the capture of Ashdod, recorded 
at Isaiah 20:1.6-2 Ki. 17:6, 13, 18. 

The Nabunaid Chronicle is another pa­
gan record that confirms the accuracy of 
Bible history. In Daniel, chapter 5, Bel-

shazzar is mentioned 

en (more than 200,000), and his Sargon 11 of Assyria, as 
record agrees with the Bible as to found at Khorsabad 

as king of Babylon. 
This fac t was long 
considered as proof 
that the account was 
not historical, since 
secular history knew 
of no such Babylonian 
king. However, exca­
vations near modern 
Baghdad in the latter 
half of the. nineteenth 
century produced nu­
merous clay tablets 
and cylinders, includ­
ing the now famous 
Nabunaid Chronicle. 
It effectively coun­
tered all objections to 
the record at Daniel 5 
concerning Belshaz­
zar's occupancy of the Hezekiah's paying a tribute of 

"thirty gold talents."5 However, the prism 
contains nothing unfavorable to Sen­
nacherib, such as his failure to take Jeru­
salem and his crestfallen return to his 
homeland after the death of 185,000 of 
his warriors in one night.- 2 K i. 18: 14; 
Isa. 36:1 to 37:38. 

Sargon TI, another mighty Assyrian em­
peror who enters into the Biblical history 
of Israel, was long considered nonexistent 
by many leading Bible critics because his 
name appeared only in the Bible. (Isa. 
20:1) However, he is now one of the best 
known kings of Assyria. At Khorsabad, on 
a northern branch of the Tigris River, his 
palace was uncovered in 1843, and since 
then archaeological work has brought him 
from secular obscurity into historical 
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Babylonian throne, for it showed that the 
oldest son of Nabonidus was coregent with 
his father and that in the iatter part of his 
r eign Nabonidus entrusted the government 
of Babylon to his oldest son, ((Bel-sarra­
uzur."~ 

Among the outstanding events in the 
national history of the nation of Israel was 
its return from Babylon in 537 B.C.E. The 
Bible tells of the proclamation by Cyrus, 
king of Persia, authorizing this return. 
Dluminating and substantiating this proc­
lamation is the Cyrus Cylinder found at 
the site of ancient Sippar on the Euphra­
tes about twenty miles from Baghdad. In 
it Cyrus recounts his easy conquest of 
Babylon and outlines his policy of re~tor­
ing captive peoples to their native lands; 
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for which he implores the favor of their 
gods. 8 The Bible account shows that, be­
yond a mere release of the Jews, Cyrus, 
prophetically commissioned by Jehovah 
God, also greatly facilitated their · return 
to Jerusalem and the rebuilding of God's 
temple there.-Ezra 1: 1-4; Jer. 29:10. 

To give but one more example, near the 
large and beautiful Ishtar Gate of ancient 
Babylon were uncovered some 300 cunei­
form tablets relating to the period of King 
Nebuchadnezzar's reign. Among the lists 
of workers and captives then living in and 
near Babylon to whom provisions such as 
barley and oil were to be paid or given 
is the name of ''Yaukin of the land of 
Yahud,'' who has been identified as Je­
hoiachin, king of Judah, taken captive 
when Nebuchadnezzar invaded Jerusalem 
some ten years before its complete deso-

lation. '' In addition, five of his sons are 
mentioned, the Bible naming seven of his 
sons in captivity with him.9-2 Ki. 25: 
27-30; 1 Chron. 3:17, 18. 

No question about it, t ime and time 
again the ancient ruins testify to incidents 
recorded in the national history of Israel, 
from the time of Joshua, when the Israel­
ites first entered the land of Canaan, .to 
the t ime of Cyrus, who permitted them to 
return to their homeland almost a thou­
sand years later! 
~is indeed o! Interest that both the Biblical rec­
o.rd and the cuneifonn ts.blet deal w!th J eholachln's 
being pro\'ided with fooci. 
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~,~-.Would 
I J I l yourec-
ognize the mean­

Discovering 
·ing of those modern He­
brew characters if you 
saw them on an inscrip­
tion? They are the four 

liad's name an_..,.,__ .... 
letters that, reading from right 
to left as was the Hebrew meth­
od, spell out YHWH or, adding 
the vowel SOUJldS, YAHWEH or 
YEHW AH, the Hebrew form of 
spelling the personal name of 
God: Jehovah. These four He­
brew letters are called the "tet­
ragrammaton," from two Greek 
words meaning "four letters." 

EAVES ADD 

It brings a surge of excitement, a thrHI, 
to the archaeologist when he comes upon 
a .clay tablet or stone monument and rec-
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ognizes therein the name of some famous 
man of the ancient past, Sargon, Sen­
nacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, Pharaoh Ram­
ses, or another. How much more so should 
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this be the case upon finding ancient rec­
ords bearing the name of the Sovereign 
of all the universe, the one called "the 
Ancient of Days"!-Dan. 7:9. 

Are you aware of the fact, however, 
that this distinctive and unique name of 
the God of the Bible, Jehovah, came under 
a religious taboo over 2,000 years ago? 
After the last book of the sacred Hebrew 
ScriptW'es was written, the Jews or Is­
raelites fell into the superstitious fear that 
it was wrong to pronounce God's personal 
name, that it might be a sin to do so. 
Owing to this, some Bible translations, 
t:!Ven modern ones, have replaced the name 
Jehovah in their translations by substitute 
terms, such as "Lord" or "God." But, in 
view of the fact that the name 
Jehovah, represented by the 
four Hebrew letters or tetra­
grammaton, occurs in the He­
brew text of the Bible almost 
7,000 times, and in view of 
the way its importance is 
highlighted by God's declara­
tion (repeated some sixty 
times in the book of Ezekiel 
alone) that 'They shall know 
that I am Jehovah,' can such 
substitution of God's name be 
warranted, justified? 

er things, states: "Chemosh [the na­
tional deity of Moab] said to me: 'Go, 
take Nebo from Israel!' So I went by 
night and fought against it, from the 
break of dawn until noon, taking it and 
I slew all . . . And I took from there the 
[vessels] of YHWH [Yahweh or Jeho­
vah], dragging them before Chemosh."1 

Yet, when you read the account about 
King Mesha's revolt in the Bible, as re­
corded at 2 Kings 3:4-27, if you are using 
translations such as the King James, Re­
vised Standard, or the Catholic Dauay, 
you may not see the name "Jehovah" even 
though that name, represented by the 
tetragrammaton, occurs ten times in the 
Hebrew text (in verses 10-18). Strange, 

indeed, that a pagan monarch 
over 2,800 years ago used the 
name of God, while some that 
profess to be his people today 
seek to hide it! 

That the taboo against the 
use of God's personal 
name, J ehovah, had 

~Y~1- still not come into ef-
f ect as late as the 

sixth century before ow· Com­
mon Era is apparent from the 
writings on what are known 
as the "Lachish Letters." 
These "letters" are actually 
in the form of shards or pot-

How unusual that men to­
day, even religious transla ­
tors of the Bible, should hesi­
tate or even show aversion 
to employing the sacred name 
of God! The strangeness of 
the situation is pointed up 
by archaeological findings 

lhe Moobite Stone. In sherds, broken pieces of pot­
this oldest known He- tery known as ost'raca. •r.• 

brew-Phoenician writing Twenty-one of them were 
the name of the true God found in the ruins of Lachish, 
appears, as shown above. a fortified city that figured 

showing that, in Bible times, even pa­
gan rulers knew and used the name Je­
hovah (or Yahweh) when referring to 
the God of the Israelites. Thus, on the 
Moabite Stone, already mentioned, King 
Mesha of Moab boasts of his military 
exploits against Israel and, among oth-
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prominently in Israel's his­
tory from the days of Joshua to the days 
of Jeremiah. They give evidence of relat-

" Broken pieces ot pottery apparently were one o! 
the most common writing materials In ancient times, 
as regular writing materials were too costly for 
everyday use. Potsherds, brol<en pieces of pottery, 
were to be round in every household. as the makJnz 
or pottery goes back extremely tar Jn human history 
t'nd, being made ot clay, pottery was very cheap. 
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ing to the time of the desolation of Judah 
in 607 B.C.E.-Josh. 10:3; Jer. 34:7. 
· These "letters" appear to have been 
written by an officer at a Judean outpost 
to his superior, named Yaosh, at Lachish, 
and they clearly reflect a time of attack 
and stress. While it is of interest to see 
that the letters contain names correspond­
ing to those of several persons who are 
specifically mentioned 
in the Bible record as 
living at the time of 
the Babylonian con­
quest of Judah, it is 
most noteworthy to 
find that, of the eight 
legible shards, seven 
of them begin their 
message with a salu­
tation such as "May 
YHWH [Yahweh or 
Jehovah] cause my 
lord to see this season 
in good health." All 

Jehovah does not appear in the noted 
Greek manuscripts of the fourth and fifth 
centuries. This argument, however, is now 
no longer valid. Why not? 

In Egypt, where the Septuagint transla­
tion was made, papyrus fragments were 
found of a copy of that translation's ren­
dering of the second half of Deuteronomy. 
These fragments, listed as Inventory Num-

ber 226 of the Fouad 
Papyri and now in the 
possession of the So­
ciete Royale de Pa­
pyrologie du Caire, 
are considered to date 
from the .first or sec­
ond century before 
the Common Era, or 
only a century or two 
from the time of the 
start of the work of 
translating and thus 
producing the Septua-

together, the tetra- One of the " Lachish Letters" showing use of 
grammaton appears the divine name twice in ancient Hebrew script 

gint. When the frag­
ments were exam­
ined, it was found 
that the tetragram-eleven times in these 

seven messages, clearly indicating that the 
name Jehovah enjoyed everyday common 
usage at that time.2 

But why is it that, even though some 
Bible versions use the name Jehovah in 
the Hebrew Scriptures or "Old Testament" 
part of the Bible, this name of God dis­
appears as soon as the reader reaches the 
Gospel according to Matthew and reap­
pears only at Revelation chapter 19 in 
the expression "Hallelujah" (Hebrew for 
"Praise Jehovah") found at verses 1, 3, 4 
and 6? For long it was held that the writ­
ers or translators of the first Greek trans­
lation of the Hebrew Scriptures, known as 
the Septuagint Version, honored the taboo 
against using the name of Jehovah, and 
that therefore the name was not used by 
Jesus and his apostles, for the name of 
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maton was used in every case where 
God's name appeared in that form in the 
corresponding Hebrew text, or a total of 
twelve times. This is conclusive evidence 
that the original Septuagi.nt translation 
did use the name Jehovah, and that on­
ly in later copies did that name come 
to be replaced by the Greek words for 
Lord and God. Certainly Christ Jesus used 
the name, for he plainly stated, in his 
prayer to Jehovah God recorded at John 
17:26: "I have made your name known to 
them and will make it known." 

Caves by the Dead Sea 
Yield Copies of God's Word 

The finding of ancient Bible scrolls in 
eleven of the Qumran caves situated 
northwest of the Dead Sea has been de-
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scribed as "the greatest find ever made in 
the field of biblical archaeology, and one 
of the greatest in any field."3 The con­
tinued efforts of Bedouins, archaeologists 
and government officials over a period of 
several years (1947-1955) have uncovered 
hundreds of manuscripts. Along with oth­
er writings, all the books of the Hebrew 
Scriptures except Esther are represented. 
What makes these scrolls such an out­
standing find? Primarily their age. Schol­
ars skilled in paleography or ancient hand­
writing dated some of them as from 100 
to 200 B.C.E., and further tests corrobo­
rated tbeir calculations. 

One of the most important of these 
scrolls is the beautifully preserved copy of 
the book o~ Isaiah, made of seventeen 
pieces of parchment. Before this Dead Sea 
Scroll of Isaiah was discovered, the oldest 
Hebrew text of that book was one dating 
from the tenth century C.E. Here now 
was a manuscript that reduced to about 
one-third the time previously separating 
the original writing of the prophet Isaiah 
(in the eighth century B.C.E.) from its 

.. 

closest copy. Yet, when a comparison was 
made of the Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah 
with the text of the book of Isaiah as re­
corded a thousand years later in the Mas­
oretic Text, the amazing fact was that 
only very minor differences appeared, of 
negligible importance. 

What does this mean for you? It under­
scores Jehovah's promise regarding his 
Word: "All flesh is like grass, and all its 
glory is like the blossom of grass; the 
grass becomes withered, and the flower 
falls off, but the saying of Jehovah en­
dures forever." (1 Pet. 1 :24, 25) It means, 
too, that when you open your Bible (re­
gardless of what version or translation it 
may be), you can rest assured that the 
sense of what you are reading differs little, 
if at all, from that obtained by those who, 
in ancient times, read the original manu­
scripts in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek. 

lEFERENCES 
1 Ancient Near Ea.stern Text.s~P.ritchard (1955), p. 

320. 
2 Ibid., pp. 321, :l22. 
3 Harper's BibZe Dictio:~ary (1961), p . 654. 

1£ulie ,. 7 Historian Par Excellence 
• f' f.. . ! 

m 
NDERSTAi\lDABLY the spade of a rchae· 
ology cannot contribute as much back­
ground to the Christian Greek Scriptures 

as it can to the Hebrew Scriptures. The events 
are far more recent, the peoples involved are 
fewer and in particular is the time much 
shorter, covering only about one century, 
whereas the Hebrew Scriptures take in more 
than thirty-five centuries of human history. 

Of those recording early Christian history 
Luke is the his torian par excellence. Not only 
is his record of Jesus' ministry the longest and 
most comprehensive, but we are largely in· 
debted to Luke for the history of the early 
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Christian congregation for its first thirty years 
and more. As to the historical·quality of Luke's 
worl<, Cha rles Gore in New Commentary on 
Holy .Scr·i.pture (1928) states: "It should, of 
course, be recognized that modern archaeology 
has almost forced upon cri-tics of St. Luke a 
verdict of remarkable accuracy in all his 
allusions to secular facts and events." And 
wrote W. M. Ramsay in his work, The Bearing 
of Recent Discove1-y on t he Trustworthiness 
of the New Testament: "Luke is a historian of 
the first rank; not merely are his statements 
of fact trustworthy; he is possessed of the 
true historic sense." Among the examples . of 

AWAKE! 



Luke's historical ability consider the following : 
Luke 2: 3: "And all people went traveling to 

be registered, each one to his own city." That 
this was actually the procedure followed in a 
Roman census is confirmed by a papyrus found 
in Egypt dating from the seventh year of 
Emperor Trajan, which reads in part: "Gaius 
Vibius, chief prefect of Egypt. Because of the 
approaching census it is necessary that all those 
residing for any cause away from t heir homes, 
should at once prepare to r eturn to their own 
governments, in order that they may complete 
~he family administration of the enrollment." 

Acts 13: 7: ''The proconsul Serglus Paulus, an 
intelligent man." Luke relates that, during his 
first missionary tour (c. 47-48) Paul met this 
official on the island of Cyprus. Th.is very name 
was found on an inscription in Soli, north of 
Paphos, Cyprus, and the inscription is dated 
about 55 C.E., a few years after Paul's tour. 

Luke 3 : 1; Acts 4: 2'7: ''Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea-." Interestingly, while the 
other Gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, 
and John, mention "Pilate" for a total 
of more than forty-five times, only 
Luke's Gospel refers to him by his 
full name Pont·ius Pilate, while the 
apostle Paul also gives the complete 
name once. (1 Tim. 6:13) In 1961 a 
slab was found at Caesarea on which 
appeared the names Pontiu.s Pila.te 
and Tibe7'it~s. 

Act!i 14: 12: ''They went caiUng Ba.rnabas 
Zeus, but Paul Hermes, since he was the one 
taking the lead 1n speaklng.'' The people of 

Lystra thus addressed Paul and Barnabas 
because of Paul's having healed a lame man. 
Two ancient inscriptions discovered in 1919 in 
the vicinity of Lystra testify to the worship of 
these two gods in that city. One of them men· 
tions "the priests of Zeus," and the other speaks 
of "Hermes Most Great" and "Zeus the sun-god." 

Acts 18: 12: "Now while Galllo was proconsul 
of Acha.la., the J ews rose up." A fragmentary 
inscription, found at Delphi, Greece, not only 
names the proconsul Gallio but also · furnishes 
a basis for placing the dates of Paul's first visit 
to Corinth at 50-52 C.E.: "Tiberi.us Claudius 
Caesar Augustus, ... of tribunican authority 
for the 12th time, irnperator t he 26th time 
[sometime between January 51 C.E. and August 
52 C.E.J, father of the country, consul for the 
5th time, honorable, ... As Lucius Gallio, my 
friend, and the proconsul of Achaia, wrote . .. " 

Acts 19: 23-41: "i\laking s ilver shrines of 
Art~nus [Diana) .. . in Ephesus.'' Luke tells of 
silversmiths' making an uproar because Paul's 

preaching threatened their business 
of making miniatures of the temple of 
Diana. The spade has shed light on 
a number of details: The theater 
mentioned has been found, large 
enough to seat 25,000. The great 
temple of Diana has been uncovered. 
Miniature temples of Diana were 
discovered, as well as coins from 

many different countries bearing a picture of 
this temple and the inscription Diana Ephesia, 
testifying to its fame. No question about it, 
Luke is justly famed as an accurate historian. 

. WHEt(~:s.A.CREP~:· A.~D SECULAR . HISTORIANS.~p:j~A~.~E'E ·', 
· ~·t,Wh~~·.l~ii . tlur:Facts Suppor'-1.~ -' 

REGARDING the sacred history of the 
Bible a very successful modern ar­

chaeologist once stated: "Even though the 
Bible is only indirectly a book of history, 
its historical memory is astonishingly ac­
CW'ate."1 Yet, when there is a conflict, 
many critics prefer to accept the testi­
mony of certain ancient pagan historians 
to that of the Bible. 
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But is it not a fact that many of the 
writings of ancient secular historians con~ 
tain the boasts of their vainglorious rul­
ers? Thus Shalmaneser m boasted: "I am 
Shalmaneser, the legitimate king, the king 
of the world, the king without rival, the 
'Great Dragon' [that is, the terrifying 
one], the only power within the four rims 
of the earth."2 And bragged Esar-haddon, 
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son of Sennacherib: "I am 
powerful. I am all-powerful. I 
am a hero. I am gigantic. I 
am colossal."0 Would you ex­
pect such braggarts to have 
their defeats recorded? Not 
by any means! 

Ancient Egypt's Silence 
on the Exodus 

Some may have wondered 
why Egyptian inscriptions 
contain no record of Israel's 
two-century stay in Egypt, of 
the Ten Plagues, and of the 
destruct ion of t he forces As shown in a tontb ot Thebes, Egyptians hud grapes and wine 

of Pharaoh at the Red Sea. However, 
this should not seem strange. One au­
thority has observed: "Here we check 
off some reasons why we should not ex­
pect specific corroboration. First, the vast 
majority of our so-called historical inscrip­
tions from Egypt appear in religious texts 
carved in stone in temples and tombs; we 
have very few official reports. Second, 
what has survived to ow· day is a very 
small proportion of what once existed. 
Third, the Israelite contacts were in the 
Delta, from which almost nothing of an 
official character has survived. Fourth, the 
Egyptians did not normally distinguish 
specific tribes or peoples among their for­
eign captives, lumping them all under one 
or two generalized terms. Fifth and most 
important, Egyptian recor ds were always 
positive, emphasizing the successes of the 
pharaoh or the god, whereas failur es and 
defeats were never mentioned, except in 
some context of the distant past. All of 
these are valid reasons why events of im­
portance may have failed to appear in the 
material which has survived to our day. "i 

Vines and Grapes in Ancient Egypt 
An instance where sacred and secular 

historians disagreed has to do with the 
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vines and grapes in ancient Egypt. Gene­
sis, chapter 40, speaks of Pharaoh's cup­
bearer, of vines and grapes. Yet the Greek 
historian Herodotus of the fifth century 
B.C.E. had written of the Egyptians: 
"They have no vines in their country," and 
so, of course, no grapes or grape wine. 
Whose testimony would you be inclined to 
accept? Before answering that question, 
note what the spade of archaeology has 
revealed: 

"Throughout Egypt, from the time of 
Menes to the Caesars, in every temple· 
orchard and nobleman's garden the vine­
trellises were to be seen, together with fig 
trees and date-palms. The bunches ob­
tained were rich in black and purplish 
grapes, round and lustrous. . . . The Egyp­
tians enjoyed their wine to the point of 
drunkenness . . . Egyptians liked to know 
the year, the variety, the vine, the vine­
yard, the owner and the person respon­
sible." (1! Dictionm·y of Egyptian Civili­
zat'ion-Posener [1962]} This authority 
also gives color reproductions of illustra­
tions of vines covering the ceilings of 
ancient Egyptian tombs and of Egyp­
tians picking grapes and pressing them, 
and even cites the Biblical reference to 
which critics had taken exception because 
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of Herodotus' statement. So, whom do the 
facts support? The ancient pagan secular 
historian or the sacred historian of the 
Bible? 

The Hittites and Their Empire 
Another case in point is that of the em­

pire of the Hittites. They appear frequent­
ly in the Bible. In 1880 archaeologist 
A. H. Sayee, on the basis of his own in­
vestigations in Asia Minor and especially 
on the basis of his study of the Bible, came 
to the conclusion that certain widespread 
ruins found in Anatolia, that part of Tur­
key which lies in Asia, were those of the 
ancient Hittites and that they once formed 
a mighty empire. Many scholars ridiculed 
Sayee and dubbed him the "inventor" of 
the Hittites.~ 

In a similar critical vein the Encyclo­
pcedia Britannica) 9th edition (1891), Vol­
ume 12, page 25, stated: "Some confusion 
has been caused in the treatment of the 
history of the Hittites by the uncritical 
use of the Old Testament. It is true that 
the Hittites are repeatedly mentioned . .. 
but the lists of these pre-Israelitish popu­
lations cannot be taken as strictly histori­
cal documents" nor "as of equal authority 
with Egyptian and Assyrian inscriptions." 

Then, after noting what the Bible has 
to say about Abraham's peaceful relations 
with the Hittites, the writer went on to 
say: "Yet the undoubtedly authentic in­
scriptions of Egypt and Assyria reveal the 
Hittites in a different guise .... Not less 
unfavorable to the accuracy of the Old 
Testament references to the Hittites is the 
evidence deducible from proper names." 
According to this writer such names as 
Ephron, Abimelech and Uriah, which the 
Bible gives to Hittites, are as "fictitious as 
the Semitic names ascribed in the Old 
Testament to the non-Semitic Philistines." 

But how reasoned, how free from bias, 
how objective is all of this? Is there any 
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basis for holding that the inscriptions of 
pagan chroniclers, designed to extol the 
virtues of their own rulers and nation and 
to disparage enemy nations, are "undoubt­
edly authentic," whereas the record of 
those people who worshiped the true God 
of the Bible are "fictitious," 'wanting in 
accuracy,' and so forth? Should not the 
fact that sacred historians record with 
such candor the failings and defeats of 
their nation and their rulers cause one to 
give credence to them rather than to an­
cient nationalistic secular historians? 

How mistaken the critics of the Bible's 
account of the Hittites were has been 
shown by the spade of archaeology, espe­
cially as wielded by certain Germans dur­
ing 1906-1907 and 1911-1912. These un­
covered the ancient capital of the Hittite 
Empire, Hattusas, which in the height of 
its glory was as large as Athens.c Among 
the many artifacts uncovered were 10,000 
tablets, some whole, some broken, written 
in several languages. Included in these tab­
lets was the legal code of the Hittites, 
which code threw light on the discussion 
that Abraham had with the sons of Heth 
in bargaining with them for a burial place 
for his wife Sarah. "A comparison of its 
regulations about real estate with Genesis 
23 shows that the Biblical account corre­
sponds accurately with Hittite law and 
custom."6 

Now The Encyclopcedia Britannica) in 
its 1959 edition, makes an almost com­
plete reversal of its former attitude. It 
lists many Biblical references to the Hit­
tites and accompanies them with the ex­
pression, "in confirmation and amplifica­
tion of these Old Testament accounts, 
Egyptian evidence shows," and so forth. 
Yes, nothing is said now about the "Old 
Testament" account being fictitious, lack­
ing in accuracy, and so forth. Instead, in 
"confirmation and amplification" of the 
Bible's histor~', this authority now pro-
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ceeds to tell about the Hittites, and that in 
an article about six times as long as the 
earlier article. Now we learn that for 
centuries during the second millennium 
B.C.E., the Hittite nation was a great pow­
er, whose sway at times extended over all 
of Asia Minor as far as Syria and which 
conquered Babylon and fought successful 
wars with Egypt. 

Again the spade has revealed whom the 
facts support when sacred historians and 
secular historians disagree. They support 
the sacred historian! 

Who Killed K ing Sennach.erib? 
Another instance in which the sacred 

historian and the secular historian dis­
agreed concerns the matter of who mur­
dered King Sennacherib. According to 
the sacred historian, Sennacherib's sons, 
Adrammelech and Sharezer, "struck him 
down with the sword, and they themselves 
escaped to the land of Ararat. And Esar­
haddon his son began to reign in place of 
him."-2 Ki. 19:36, 37. 

However, the document called the Bab­
ylonian Chronicle fotmd by archaeologists 
stated that Sennacherib \Vas killed by just 
one of his sons who had re\·olted. And in 
their writings both Berossus, Babylonian 
priest of the third century B.C.E., and 
Nabonidus, Babylonian l<ing of the sixth 
century B.C.E., give the same account, 
namely, that Sennacherib was assassinat­
ed by only one of his sons. However, in 
a more recently discovered fragment of 
the prism of Esar-haddon, the son who 
succeeded Sennacherib (even as the Bible 
shows), he clearly states that his "broth­
ers" (plural) revolted and killed their fa­
ther and tl1en took flight. 

Commenting on this, Philip Biberfeld, 
in the UniveTsal Jewish History, says: 
"The Babylonian Chronicle, Nabonid, and 
Berossus were mistaken; only the Biblical 
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account proved to be correct. It was con­
firmed in all the minor details by the in­
scription of Esar-haddon and proved to 
be more accurate regarding this event 
of Babylonian-Assyrian history than the 
Babylonian sources themselves. This is a 
fact of utmost importance for the evalua­
tion of even contemporary sources not · in 
accord with Biblical tradition." 

It might well be asked: Suppose there 
had been no archaeological diggings in 
Egypt that confirmed the Bible's account 
of the ancient Egyptians as having both 
grapes and grape wine, thus proving He­
rodotus mistaken? Suppose those German 
archaeologists had not uncovered the ruins 
of the Hittite Empire and the tablets 
found had not been deciphered? Suppose 
the prism of Esar-haddon had not been 
uncovered, proving three historians mis­
taken, not true, as to the murder of King 
Sennacherib? Would that have meant that 
the Bible, that the sacred historian, was 
mistaken and that pagan historians had 
been proved true? 

No! And it would not put doubt in the 
minds of genuine Christians, for they have 
faith in the Word of God and appreciate 
how easy it is for humans to make mis· 
takes or, for selfish reasons, to be swerved 
from the truth. Christians do not look to 
archaeology to prove for them that the 
Bible is true. They have far Weightier rea­
sons for their faith in God and in his 
Word, the Bible. What these are the suc­
ceeding aeticle will show. 
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HAVE yo u ever 
been disturbed in 

FHith 
SLIII 

Needed 

Since this is so, why 
do so many persons 
still refuse to give cre­
dence to the Bible as 
God's Word? Why? 
Because the Bi b le 
claims to be not only 
history but inspi1·ed 
history and a record 
of God's dealings with 
men. Archaeology can 
produce evidence that 
many of the events re­
corded in the Bible ac­
tually took place, that 
the cities and persons 

times past because of 
extreme statements 
made by scholars 
critical of the Bible? 
For example, how a 
Roman Catholic theo­
logian in this year of 
1967 could say that 
''twentieth-century 
Christians will be pre­
pared to grasp exactly 
what the Bible says 
only when they finally 
and fully realize that 
they cannot approach 
the Bible the same 
way they approach a 
textbook history" ?1 If 

_ ,,'et r _ J Be r.OU'/1a T.li'U:e, mentioned therein ac-
1. VrJCI n II tually existed, but ar-

so, then the evidence presented in the fore­
going articles in this magazine should 
have served to reassure you that the Bible 
is indeed factual history. 

The evidence presented has certainly 
shown that the early history recorded in 
Genesis cannot be dismissed as mere myth 
but that it clearly manifests a historical 
basis. You have seen that the theory of 
comparative religion cannot explain the 
origin of the worship described in the Bi­
ble but that it obviously had a divine ori­
gin. You have seen how, time and time 
again, even pagan records have corrobo­
rated Biblical history. You have seen how 
archaeology has tmcovered God's Word 
and name in caves and ruins. You have 
also seen that, when secular historians 
haVe disagreed with sacred historians, 
time and again the facts eventually have 
supported sacred, Biblical history. In 
short, the spade of archaeology has added 
its testimony that ever so many events 
recorded in the Bible actually occurred, 
·that ever so many cities and persons men­
tioned in the Bible actually existed. 
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ch aeo logy cannot 
demonstrate as true 

the miraculous things recorded in the Bi­
ble: that the cities of Sodom and Gomor­
rah were destroyed by God because of 
thei1· wickedness)· that the walls of Jericho 
fell when they did becau.se of divine inter­
vention. Thus, likewise, archaeology might 
be able to tell that such a person as Jesus 
Christ actually lived, but it could not pre­
sent evidence that Jesus was what he 
claimed to be, the Son of God and that he 
died for our sins. 

Yes, to accept the testimony of the Bi­
ble requires more than the evidence 
of archaeology; it requires faith, and, as 
the apostle Paul long ago observed, "faith 
is not a possession of all people." (2 Thess. 
3:2) Why not? No doubt there are many 
reasons, but at least one of them is· that, 
before there can be faith, there must be 
a willingness to believe. Thus some cate­
gorically deny the possibility of miracles, 
such as that Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead, regardless of the evidence presented. 
For the evidence presented to result in 
faith one must, unconsciously if not con­
sciously, be aware of the need to believe, 
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or at least admit to the possibility of a 
basis for faith. 

If the testimony of archaeology were 
such that it did away with the need of 
faith, then it would no longer be true that 
Christians 'walk by faith and not by sight.' 
(2 Cor. 5:7) For that very reason there 
is merit in faith. As we read: "Without 
faith it is impossible to please him well, 
for he that approaches God must believe 
that he is and that he becomes the reward­
er of those earnestly seeking him."-Heb. 
11:6. 

Faith means to believe that God exists 
even though we cannot see him; it means 
to be1ieve that what he has promised will 
one day be sure to come to pass. In fact, 
that is how faith is defined in the Bible: 
"Faith is the assured expectation of things 
hoped for, the evident demonstration of 
realities though not beheld. By faith we 
perceive that the systems of things "''ere 
put in order by God's word, so that what 
is beheld came to be out of th!ngs that do 
not appear."-Heb. 11:1, 3. 

This does not mean that Christians have 
no material, visible, tangible grounds for 
their faith and that their faith is mere 
credulity. By no means! Thev have both 
physical facts and reason to ;upport their 
faith. Reason tells them that e\·ery effect 
bas a competent cause. The m'.l.terial uni­
verse is a tremendous effect, it must have 
a commensurable cause. As the inspired 
apostle put it: "Of course, every house is 
constructed by someone, but he that con­
structed all things is God." So reason tells 
us that God exists even though we cannot 
see him. And so does the evidence of our 
senses, for God's "invisible qualities arc 
clearly seen from the world's creation on­
ward, because they are perceived by the 
things made, even his eternal power and 
Godship."-Heb. 3:4; Rom. 1:20. 

The Bible, at Hebrews chapter 11, tells 
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of a number of men from the days of Abel 
onward to the time of the later prophets 
who had faith; relating also how they 
demonstrated their faith. All of these did 
manifest great fa ith in God's Word even 
though they obviously did not have any 
evidence from archaeology to corroborate 
and illuminate their beliefs. And so with 
Chi"istians in modern times. They do not 
need archaeology to establish their faith 
in the Word of God, nor are they dis­
turbed when archaeologists interpret their 
findings in a way so as to contradict the 
Bible, especially in the matter of chro­
nology. 

For example, without doubt one of the 
greatest archaeologists of modern times 
was Sir Flinders Petrie. Among the things 
for which he was especially noted was his 
discovery that pottery remains and the 
strata in which they were found could help 
date past cultures. Nevertheless, today we 
are told that "he was prone to base his 
theories on inadequate premises, notably 
his views on chronology, which are not 
acceptable to most scholars."= 

Then, again, today much weight is at­
tached to dating archaeological remains 
by the radiocarbon-14 method. By means 
of it the earliest ruins at Jericho have been 
dated at 8000 B.C.E., whereas according to 
the Bible, man has been on earth only 
since 4026 B.C.E. However, the originator 
of the method, Willard F. Libby, himself 
admitted as late as 1963 that "the ques­
tion of the constancy of the magnetic field 
is almost completely open."3 In other 
words, dogmatism regarding dates is ruled 
out, since variations in the magnetic field 
may make the production of carbon er­
ratic. Ho·w true this is can be seen from 
the findings in connection with the re­
mains discovered at "Jarmo" in Syria. Ac­
cording to the radiocarbon clock it had 
been occupied for a period of 6,000 years, 
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whereas the careful study of archaeolo­
gists by other methods clearly indicated 
that the town had existed for only 500 
years!• 

Letting God Be Found True 
The person willing to believe on sound 

evidence has, aside from archaeology, 
compelling reasons, as well as an abun­
dance of testimony, to provide a basis for 
faith in the Bible as the Word of God, for 
'letting God be true' by taking him at his 
Word. (Rom. 3:4) To begin with, is it 
not reasonable to expect that, since God 
exists and made man, and gave man the 
capacity to ask such questions as, Why 
am I here? Where did I come from? What 
is my destiny? God would also make pro­
vision for satisfying man's hunger for 
such knowledge? A loving and beneficent 
God made provision for satisfying all the 
needs of all the lower creation and for all 
the material and physical needs of man. 
Would he not also make provision for sup­
plying man's spiritual and intellectual 
needs? Surely! Since such spiritual knowl­
edge lies beyond the ken or range of man, 
it must come to him by a divine revelation. 

The Bible recommends itself as being 
that divine revelation. To begin with, we 
should expect God's revelation to cover 
the entire history of man. The Bible does. 
We would also expect it to be made avail­
able to the greatest possible number of 
persons, and it is a fact that no other book 
can compare with the Bible when it comes 
to widespread distribution and number of 
languages into which it is translated. 

Then, again, the Bible recommends it­
self as having God as its Author by reason 
of its hannony. Although written by 
some forty men over a period of some 
1,600 years and in three different lan­
guages, it is harmonious. Its writers all 
tell of the same kind of God, a God of 
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love, a God of wisdom, a God almigh ty 
and of perfect justice. The Bible's opening 
chapters tell of man's loss of life and free­
dom and its closing chapters tell of these 
being restored to man.-Gen. 3:19; Rev. 
21:4. 

The Bible further recommends itself to 
us as God's Word for man by reason of its 
high principles and divine wisdom. Justly 
it stresses that we should do to others as 
we would have them do to us and warns 
us that what we sow we will also reap. 
-Luke 6:31; Gal. 6:7, 8. 

The Bible also recommends itself to us 
as God's revelation by the stel'ling candor 
of its writers. They tell of the shortcom­
ings and sins of God's servants, sparing 
none. Such sterling honesty is not to be 
found in any other work of history, least 
of all in the writings of ancient pagan 
histories, even as we have seen. 

And most convincing of all, the Bible 
recommends itself to us as God's Word by 
reason of the fulfillment of so many of its 
prophecies, a few of which are noted in 
the succeeding discussion under the head­
ing "Your Word Is Truth." Bible prophe­
cies foretold many details of Jesus' life as 
well as the conditions we have seen upon 
eart11 particularly since 1914, such as 
world wars, accompanied by famine, 
earthquakes, increasing of lawlessness and 
critical times hard to deal with.-Matt., 
chapter 24; 2 Tim. 3:1-5. 

The spade of archaeology has certainly 
served to corroborate and illuminate the 
history of the Bible. It has helped to move 
out of the way the stumbling blocks set 
up by extreme Bible critics. But archae­
ology itself cannot provide the basis for 
genuine faith. The greatest proof for the 
Bible's authenticity and divine inspiration 
is to be found right within the pages of 
the Bible itself. Only sincere personal 
study of the Bible can convince you of its 
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being the Word of God and your only sure 
guide to life in happiness. Do some digging 
yow·self-in the Bible-and see what trea­
sures of truth are to be found there. Yes, 
"this means everlasting life, their taking 
in knowledge of you, the only true God, 

PROPHECY, as here used, means ('a 
declaration of something to come." It 

is the writing of history before it occurs. 
The Bible is as much a book of prophecy 
as a book of history, and prophecy, above 
all else, testifies to its being inspired. Fore­
telling things that actually come to pass 
is a proof of Godship.-Isa. 43-9-12. 

::Proof of the fulfillment of Bible proph­
ecy may be had in various ways. Histo­
rians may testify to the fulfillment of 
prophecy. Thus, Jewish historian Jose­
phus, of the first centtrry C.E., r ecords 
that, five years after the fall of Jerusalem, 
Nebuchadnezzar overran Ammon and Mo­
ab, thereby fulfilling the prophecy at Eze­
kiel 25:1-10. The spade of archaeology, 
too, has repeatedly testified to the fulfill­
ment of Bible prophecies. 

3 For example, Jehovah God repeatedly 
warned the nation of Israel, from the 
time of Moses onward, of the desolation 
and captivity to other nations that would 
befall them if they proved unfaithful to 
him. (Lev. 26:1-41) And among those 
prophets by whom Jehovah gave specific 
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and of the One whom you sent forth, J esus 
Christ."-John 17:3. 
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details was the prophet Jeremiah: "For 
the reason that you did not obey my 
words, here I am sending . . . Nebuchad­
rezzar the king of Babylon, my servant 
. . . against this land and against its in­
habitants. . . . And all this land must be­
come a devastated place, an object of as­
tonishment."-Jer. 25:7-11. 

' That this prophecy was actually ful­
filled has been denied by certain theolo­
gians. Some of these even go to the ex­
t reme of saying that the book of Ezekiel 
(which tells of Judah's desolation) is 
apocryphal, and denying that the book of 
Ezra (which records the Jewish exiles' re­
turn to Jerusalem) has any basis in fact 
But what are the facts? How can we tell? 
The spade of archaeology supplies useful 
evidence. 

;; Thus we are told by archaeologist G. E. 
Wright in Bi blical ATchaeology (1957, 
p. 179) : "The violence visited upon Judah 
is clear not only from the excavations of 
such cities as Lachish, Debir and Beth­
shemesh, but also from archaeological 
surveys which show that city after city 
ceased to be inhabited at this time, many 
never to be reoccupied." And by Albright 
in the book F1·om Stone Age to Christiani­
ty (1957, p. 322): "Excavations in Judah 
since 1926 have shown with · increasing 
weight of evidence that the Chaldean de­
struction of Jewish towns was thorough­
going and that few of them arose from 
their ruins." "The results are uniform and 
convincing: . .. There is not a single known 
case of a town of Judah being continuous-
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ly inhabited during the exile." Beyond 
reasonable doubt, these many prophecies 
were fulfilled even as recorded in the Bible 
itself, and thereby the spade of archaeolo­
gy has refuted Bible critics. 

6 Regarding Babylon, the nation that 
brought about the desolation and captivity 
of the nation of Israel, the prophet Jere­
miah foretold: "Because of the indigna­
tion of Jehovah she will not be inhabited, 
and she must become a desolate waste in 
her entirety. As for anyone passing along 
by Babylon, he will stare in astonishment 
and whistle on account of all her plagues. 
. . . she will nevermore be dwelt in, nor 
will she reside for generation after gen­
eration." (Jer. 50:13, 39) What has the 
spade of archaeology revealed regarding 
ancient Babylon and this prophecy? 

7 Says the archaeologist-professor An­
dre Parrot: "I visited Babylon for the 
first time in 1930 and for the last time 
twenty years later, in 1950, and between 
these dates I visited it on several occa­
sions. The impression it always made on 
me was one of utter desolation. . . . A 
stream of tourists pours into it almost dai­
ly. They are generally deeply disappointed 
. . . they are shown only masses of ruins, 
most of them consisting of baked brick ... 
crumbling . . . The destruction wrought 
by man has been completed by the rav­
ages of nature which takes its toll of 
everything." He adds, "All that [archae­
ologist] Koldewey patiently uneartl1ed is 
thus doomed to disappear again." (Bab­
ylon and the Old Testament) Yes, the evi­
dence relentlessly testifies to the fact that 
the Bible's prophecy regarding Babylon 
shall continue to be proved true. 

s Could you imagine a great city such 
as Washington, London or Paris becom­
ing an utter waste, so much so that for 
centuries its very location would be in 
doubt? Well, that is what happened to one 
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of the greatest cities of ancient times, 
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. This, too, 
was in fulfillment of Bible prophecy, for 
Jehovah by his prophet had stated: ''He 
will make Nineveh a desolate waste, a 
waterless region like the wilderness." 
--Zeph. 2:13, 14. 

~ Not long after this prophecy was ut­
tered, during the reign of King Josiah of 
Judah, Nineveh was laid waste, in the 
seventh century before our Common Era, 
and for hundreds of years her very loca­
tion was forgotten. Only beginning with 
1845 and. on to 1854 did the diggings of 
archaeologists Layard and Rassam con­
firm its location. More than 20,000 tablets 
containing inscriptions were unearthed 
from her ruins, leaving no doubt as to the 
city's identification. It is said that Nine­
veh's ruins have furnished modern man 
with the greatest collection of ancient in­
formation found to date. The site, further­
more, is said to be so enormous that it 
may never be completely excavated. Many 
more examples could .be given, but the 
foregoing should suffice to show how dig­
gings have indeed given proof of the ful­
fillment of Bible prophecy. Study the Bi­
ble carefully. Jehovah's witnesses will be 
glad to help you to do so, free of charge. 

Can you answer these questions? For answers 
read the article above. 

( 1 ) What is meant by prophecy, and of what 
is it a proof? ( 2) In what woys can fulfillment 
of prophecy be noted? ( 3) What warning 
prophecy did Jehovah couse to be recorded 
regarding his people Israel? ( 4) What have 
some said regarding the fulfillment of this 
prophecy? ( 5) What proof of prophecy ful­
fillment doe~ archaeology give? (6) What 
prophecy did Jehovah cause to be uttered 
regarding Babylon? ( 7) How has archaeology 
uncovered the fulfi llment of this prophecy about 
Babylon? ( 8) Who! prophecy did Jehovah co use 
to be uttered regarding Nineveh? (9) What 
evidence of fulfillment of this prophecy was 
uncovered? 
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A Loss of Prestige 
~ Recently America 's best­
known pollsters published the 
results of a scientific sampling 
of American attitudes toward 
the clergy. The results were 
called "a shocker," because 
they revealed a substantial loss 
of confidence in the clergy by 
the public. The poll showed 
that clergymen have fallen in 
public esteem and confidence to 
a r ating below that of doctors, 
bankers, scientists, military 
leaders, educators, corporation 
heads, psychiatrists and local 
retailers. Reasons given for 
this drop were said to be 
their preaching, not Christian­
ity, but political, social and 
moral revolution. The clergy 
have discarded old values as 
so much rubbish, leaving the 
people without any standard o.f 
right and wrong. The effect 
has been a boomerang against 
the clergy and the churches, 
\Vith a loss of prestige for 
both. 

Qual<es Strike 
~ The most serious tremors 
in France for nearly 60 years 
left 1,100 people homeless and 
more than 60 injured in the 
resort area of Arette. In Arette 
alone, on August 14, it was 
estimated that 80 percent of 
the houses were destroyed. 

l\Ustaken Identity 
~ About 2,000 purple martins 
died at the hands of five 
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Missouri State employees. The 
birds were roosting noisily in 
old shade trees around the 
governor's mansion. The em­
ployees thought the insect-eat­
ing martins, which are pro­
tected by State and Federal 
law and an international 
agreement with Canada and 
Mexico, were starlings. The 
martin massacre occurred 
when the governor complained 
about being plagued by bird 
noises. He told a police officer, 
"Let's try to do something 
about these birds." The gover­
nor's spokesman later said: 
"This was somehow translated 
to mean, 'Let's kill those 
birds.' " Two thousand birds 
were shot dead. A neighbor 
eomplained. A state biologist 
·.\'aS rushed to the scene. He 
identified the bi.rds as put·ple 
martins. "It's a sad story," the 
governor's spokesman said. 

Ruinous Racial St rife 
~ Racial strife in America 
could destroy the nation, said 
John A. McCone, former di· 
rector of Central Intelligence. 
McCone told the Senate Judi· 
ciary Committee on August 22 
that he was perplexed because 
rioting had broken out in such 
cities as New Haven, where 
"a great deal had been done" 
for Negroes. "I feel very deeply 
that unless we answer this 
problem," he said, "it is going 
to split our society irretriev­
ably and destroy our country." 

"It leaves me with a deep 
worry about how this problem 
can be solved," he went on. 
"The temptation is to say this 
is hopeless, but I think we 
have to stay at the job until 
we find the answer." The only 
real answer, of course, is one 
that the rulers have ignored, 
namely, God's kingdom. 

Religion In Russia. 
~ For more than fifty years 
there has been an organized 
effort to sta mp out religion in 
Russia. Recently a survey was 
taken, the first of its kind, to 
determine the effectiveness of 
the campaign against religion. 
On August 29 it was disclosed 
that only 21 percent of the 
people questioned in Kazan, a 
city of 900,000, said they were 
religious. Most of those were 
older persons, for the survey 
showed that only 3 percent of 
those who admitted to being 
religious were thirty years old 
or younger. Another finding 
was that 81 percent of those ac­
lmowledging a religion were 
women. Having religious par­
ents was described as the main 
reason for belief in religion 
among those surveyed. This 
was said to have been true in 
80 percent of the cases. While 
orthodox religion is gradually 
being strangled in Russia, true 
belief in God is not, as Jeho­
vah's witnesses continue to 
speak of the hope of God's 
new system even in that land. 

Cigarett-e Peril 
~ Lung cancer kills as many 
as 50,000 Americans a year. 
Dr. Kenneth M. Endicott, di· 
rector of the National Cancer 
Institute, said, on August 17, 
that "upward of 70 to 80 per­
cent of lung cancer could be 
eliminated if people would quit 
smoking." In Britain 50 per· 
cent of doctors are non­
smokers, against 24 percent of 
other men. Among lung 
cancer research workers, ciga­
rette smoking was practically 
zero. On August 20 a United 
States Public Health Service 
panel issued a report that 
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showed that cigarette smoking 
is responsible for 11,000,000 
cases of chronic illness in the 
country, 77,000,000 days lost 
f rom work and 306,000,000 days 
of restricted activity each year. 

lllegitimate Births Up 
~ Immorality marks this gen­
eration. The fruits of its broken 
standards can be seen in the 
growing number of illegitimate 
births everywhere. New Zea­
land last year saw the h ighest 
nwnber ever recorded. On 
July 21 the Child Welfare 
Division said that they were 
continuing to increase year by 
year. Of all Jive births, ll.6 
per cent were illegitimate. The 
percentage in 1965 was 10.9. 
Disturbing, too, is the sharp 
rise in venereal disease. 

Hoover on Riots 
~ The Federal Bureau of In· 
vestigation chief J . Edgar 
Hoover said "bleeding heart" 
judges and "spineless" pros­
ecutors are failing to face up 
to their responsibilities in re-
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gard to race riots in America. 
All responsible people want the 
riots stopped, he declared, "in­
cluding the bulk of the Ne­
groes." "The only way you can 
stop them is by three pro· 
cesses: Quick apprehension , 
quick trials and substantial 
punishment," he said. He called 
the rioting "guerrilla war­
fare." The riots have nothing 
to do with civil rights, Hoover 
contended, "not a scintilla." 
The rioters are just out to 
loot, he said. "When you go 
out and take a radio or a tele· 
vision set or an ice box out of 
a store, t hat has nothing to 
do with civil rights; you're 
just stealing. I think t he in· 
divldnal who does it ought to 
have the book thrown at him. 
I thin!{ the bleeding heart 
judges we have in this country 
ought to face up to the facts of 
life," Hoover said. 

Drinkers and Disease 
~ When it comes to drinking 
alcoholic bevera.ges the Bible 

recommends moderation , and 
recent research bears o ut the 
wisdom of t hat advice. Heavy 
drinkers of alcoholic beverages 
run a higher-than-average risk 
of chronic diseases, a survey of 
nearly 2,000 people pointed out. 
A select number of 922 em· 
ployees of a firm's medical divi­
sion who were known or sus­
pected heavy drinkers were 
compared with an equal nwn· 
ber of controlled drinkers. 
l!fedical Wo1·ld News for July 
21 reports the results: "One 
third of the drinkers-but less 
than half as many nondrinkers 
- -were hypertensive. Cirrhosis 
was fonnd in 29 heavy drinkers 
but in only one of the control 
group. Stomach ulcers wer e 
found in 74 drinkers and 39 
controls; duodenal ulcers 'in 
106 drinkers and 78 controls. 
The . . . data a lso suggest that 
heavy drinkers run a greater 
risk of developing asthma, 
diabetes mellitus, gout, neuri· 
tis, cerebrovascular diseases, 
and heart disease." 

Few men are, even though some may try. But did you know that the 
Bible has never really been proved untrue? That is because God, 
its Author, is "telling from the beginning the finale ." What does the 
Bible really have to say? And of what value is it to us, so many 
centuries after its writing? Learn to know the Bible as a book-its 
writers, its contents, its authenticity, etc. 
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