






































exclaimed: “All these years I thought it
was a sin to eat meat. Now I suddenly find
out it isn't a sin. That's hard to under-
stand.” A survey found that six out of ten
Catholics disapproved of the change.

The same survey noted the further di-
vision existing on other doctrinal points:
41 percent of Catholics oppose the
church’s teaching on abortion; half are
against the church’s stringent laws on di-
vorce; three out of ten objected to the
changes in the liturgy of the mass; and
only one Catholic in five felt obligated to
follow a priest’s instructions to integrate
a neighborhood!

Papal Authovity

The surge of discontent and rebellion
from within the Roman Catholic Church
has reached to the top of the hierarchy, to
Pope Paul VI. On April 19 he scored ex-
tremists within the church. He lashed out
against the liberal advocates of ‘“beat”
masses and said that “aberrant” forms of
extreme innovation posed “a threat of
spiritual ruin.”

A week earlier Italian Catholic author
Tito Casini had calied Cardinal Lercaro's
liturgical reform the worst threat to the
Catholic church since Martin Luther. Yet,
in that instance, the pope sharply de-
plored the author’s attack as “unjust and
irreverent.”

Because of the dissension, Pope Paul
called on all Catholics to join him in a
“year of faith.” He said that some church
scholars were subverting the faith by
criticizing church doctrine. He urged
Catholic intellectuals to develop a “loving,
trusting and filial veneration” for the
hierarchy’s teaching authority.

Yet, as he called for such loyalty to
papal authority, the opposite was taking
place. A growing number of Catholics, in-
cluding priests, were criticizing the pope.
Jesuit J. L, McKenzie, a Catholic scholar,
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said: “There’s a loss of confidence in ec-
clesiastical leadership. The church’s hier-
archy wants all the creative action to
come from the top, but they don't produce
any action except a council once every
hundred years or more. Now the church
is polarizing into extremes, and there is
no longer any room for us in the middle.”

That loss of confidence was also noted
when priest Davis defected from the
church in England. He said of the pope:
“One who claims to be the moral leader
of mankind should not tell lies. To say,
as the Pope did, that the teaching author-
ity of the Church was not in a state of
doubt on the issue of birth control was to
deny a plain fact. A dishonest evasion of
truth is not excused by the desire to save
the authority of the Holy See.”

In December of 1966 statements by
American Cardinal Spellman in Vietnam
concerning the war ran directly counter
to Pope Paul's repeated pleas for nego-
tiations for peace. While visiting the
troops in Vietnam the cardinal proclaimed
that victory was the only acceptable solu-
tion to the war. But, as the New York
Times of December 28 reported, “Vatican
sources said Cardinal Spellman’s descrip-
tion of the United States role in the war
as a crusade for civilization was at sharp
variance with papal views on peace.” A
high Vatican source said that Spellman
“did not speak for the Pope or the
church.”

How widespread is resistance to papal
authority? Priest Maurice Ouellet of the
United States said: ‘“This whole new at-
titude in the Church is that there is not
one man who stands at the top, a medieval
concept, the idea of a feudal lord with all
the answers.”—Life, June 24, 1966.

And of the Catholic population in gen-
eral a poll about the pope’s authority re-
vealed that six out of ten “hold the con-
venient belief that his absolute authority
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