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Death has been man's relentless enemy 
for thousands of years-ever since our 
first forefather rebelled against God in 
the Garden of Eden. But God has purposed 
that it will not always be so. In his own 
way, and at a time he has appointed, the 
death process will be reversed and the 
dead will rise again! This promise is re­
peated many times over in the Bible. Do 
you know how and when it will take place? 
The answer to this question, and many 
others affecting you and your loved ones, 
is to be found in the book 

"Things in Which It Is 
Impossible for God to lie." 
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THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE 

News sources that ore able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our times must 
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. "Awake!" has no fetters. It recognizes 
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by po litical ties; it is unham­
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of "Awake!" is not narrow, but is international. "Awakel" has its 
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles ore read in many lands, in many 
languages, by millions of persons. 

In every issue "Awake!" presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It 
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent posses in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which 
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical 
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. " Awake!" pro· 
vides wholesome, instruct ive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awake!" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those 
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish­
ment of God's righteous new order in this generation. 

Get acquainted with "Awake!" Keep awake by reading "Awake!" 
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"It is already the hour for you to awoke.'' 
- Ro mans 13:11 

Volume XLVI II B rooklyn, N.Y., June 8, 1967 Number 11 

DI D you know that D ~ A 1 
there is.such a ~hing 0 JTOU 1.pp14 

as preventlve mamte­
nance? There is, and, what is more, 
you can and should apply it to your life. 
"Preventive maintenance," though a 
comparatively new expression, simply 
means applying the old principle that 
"a stitch in time saves nine." 

Maintenance, as used in this regard, re­
fers to keeping things in repair. As de­
fined by Webster's latest unabridged dic­
tionary, maintenance means "the labor o£ 
keeping something (such as buildings or 
equipment) in a state of repair or effi­
ciency." Every institution, business or 
manufacturing plant, therefore, has need 
of maintenance. 

However, in recent years thel'C' has 
come to the fore what is now called pre­
ventive maintenance. A..'Uong up-to-date 
plants that efficiently employ preventive 
maintenance are the Watch Tower Soci­
ety's printeries. 

Preventive maintenance has much to 
recommend it. It is good sense. It elimi­
nates costly shutdowns, for it means keep­
ing things in such shape that they do not 
break down, needing repairs. It also 
means that equipment lasts much longer. 
Such preventive maintenance involves 
many things. It means, first of all, seeing 
to it that all moving parts on the ma­
chines are properly lubricated. It means 
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periodically checking machines, being 
alert to note any cracks, loose bolts, nuts, 
and so forth, as well as carefully listening 
while the machine is operating for any ir­
regular sounds. It means keeping the ma­
chines dean and properly adjusted and 
having replacements on hand for parts 
likely to break or to wear out soon. It also 
means training operators so that they 
understand their machines and, among 
other things, at what speed the machine 
should run to get maximum service with 
minimum wear. 

One of the most consistent users of pre­
ventive maintenance most likely is the 
aviation industry, for with them it means 
saving not only time and money but also 
lives. Thus at one airline there are pre­
flight inspections, inspections of landing 
gear, tires and suchl.ike every 14.5 hours. 
other inspections at longer periods, and 
complete overhaul of jet engines every 
3,500 flying hours. 

As for pe1·sonal preventive maintenance, 
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this can be applied to the very care we 
give our bodies. The Creator has $een to 
it that our bodies are well made, in fact, 
wonderfully made. But we must do our 
part if we would have them remain in a 
state of maximum efficiency. By doing 
what? By seeing to it that we get fresh 
air, sunshine, proper food and drink, 
enough physical exercise, rest and sleep. 
Then when sudden demands are made 
upon our bodies, such as exposures to in­
clement weather, or deprivation of food 
or rest, they will be able to weather the 
storm, as it were. 

Of course, all this requires the exercise 
of self-control. We may not begrudge the 
time and self-denials that are involved in 
th is personal physical preventive mainte­
nance if we would enjoy the best possible 
physical health. Recognizing this princi­
ple of physical preventive maintenance, 
certain corporations hire doctors, who 
regularly provide checkups and give treat­
ments to their employees, as a result of 
which there is much less absenteeism due 
to illness, and efficiency is greatly in­
creased. 

Preventive maintenance is something 
we can also apply with profit on the in­
tellectual and emotional level, to our deal­
ings with others. Every human relation­
ship, regardless of what it may be, runs 
the risk of mistmderstandings, friction and 
crossing of wills because we are imper­
fect, or it may be due to the vicissitudes 
of life. However, we can successfully 
weather such periods of stress if prior 
thereto we have shown l<indness, thought­
fulness, loyalty and consideration in our 
dealings with others. 

By using empathy we can avoid little 
things that might be misunderstood or 
that might work hardship to our neigh­
bor, and we can rectify slight grievances 
so that they do not pile up to become a 
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veritable mountain that might well result 
in an explosion. No doubt much of the 
rebelliousness of youth seen in family cir­
cles and on college campuses, as well as 
many a strike in industry, could have 
been prevented had those having the over­
sight used empathy and dealt with griev­
ances while they were still few and small. 

This l<ind of preventive maintenance can 
also l<eep a marriage from going on the 
rocks. How so? In that it will keep little 
problems from becoming big ones. By 
daily exercising care to keep relations 
smooth, by being quick to make amends 
where one has erred in being thoughtless, 
selfish or careless, the marital relation­
ship can continue to be a happy one. 

Of course, this principle of preventive 
maintenance also applies to the Christian 
minister in his relations with his Maker. 
He must be on guard against letting little 
things come between him and his service 
to God. A little love of ease, a little ma­
terialism, a little indiscretion such as a 
flirtation, if not checked in time can soon 
grow to such proportions that it will strain, 
if not break, one's good relations with his 
God. A great help in this regard is per­
sonal Bible study and association with fel­
low Christians at the congregational meet­
ings. These will help us to see what our 
weaknesses are and will aid us in over­
corning them, disciplining ourselves in lit­
tle things. Being faithful in tittle things 
will help us to be faith.1.'Ul in big things. 
-Luke 16:10. 

No question about it, giving thought to 
personal preventive maintenance is wise. 
It is as profitable as industrial preventive 
maintenance if not more so, for it can 
mean better physical health and, more im­
portant, smoother relations with our fel­
lowman and with our Creator, J ehovah 
God. 

AWAKE! 



T.7 ING Solomon of an-
1'\... cient Israel was the 
wisest as well as one of 
the richest rulers that 
ever lived. He denied 
himself no material good 
thing in his quest for 
happiness. Yet after all 
this he was compelled to 
exclaim: "Everything is 
vanity!" Yes, his quest 
for happiness by acquir­
ing material things re-

RELIEF 
FROM 

CERTAIN 
How will Gocl end frustrations? sulted in frustration, for 

frustration means to be 
checked, thwarted, de-

What must man himself do to get free? 

feated or balked in an 
endeavor or purpose; being prevented 
from reaHzing one's goal.-Eccl. 1: 2. 

How often is frustration the lot of man! 
It all began, as the Bible shows, with the 
disobedience of our first parents, Adam 
and Eve. Today, after almost six thou­
sand years, it may well be said that frus­
tration is more widespread than ever be­
fore. Thus, regarding the situation in the 
United States, one of its leading maga­
zines editorially stated: "Disunity, frus­
tration, suspicion and fear permeate the 
nation.11-The Sat·urday Evening Post) No­
vember 5, 1966. 

Typical is the frustration in certain re­
ligious circles, even as the press reports: 
"Nothing like it had ever happened before 
in Chicago Catholicism. Nothing like it, 
for that matter, had ever happened in Chi­
cago or in Catholicism. Thirteen hundred 
priests, all of them responsible and faith­
ful pastors, met October 24, to form an 
'Association of Chicago Priests.' 11 And 
why had they met ? Because of "frustra­
tion and restlessness, II reports The Chris­
tian Cent·ury) November 9, 1966. 

In Boston, Massachusetts, there was 
"the most explosive confrontation ever to 
take place in a United States Roman Cath-
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olic seminary." Why? Because of "frus­
trated" seminarians. Among other things, 
"some 125 frustrated students suddenly 
marched under the seminary library win­
dow to protest" Cardinal Cushing's un­
concern about their complaints.- News­
week, April 18, 1966. 

Frustration also appears to be the lot of 
many nuns today. Thus Tinw) January 13, 
1967, told that resignations by nuns have 
more than doubled in the last five years 
and that what worries church officials is 
that many of these resigning are not nov­
ices but nuns who have spent from ten 
to twenty years in convents. 

Priests find it very difficult to leave their 
'vocations,' and so their frustrations often 
lead to bad fruits, as noted by Peter Ser­
vetnyk, a Canadian Roman Catholic priest 
for seventeen years who quit and married. 
Why? He found himself becoming a homo­
sexual because of frustration. In a radio 
interview, among other things, he said: 
"I can say that many priests have become 
drug addicts, alcoholics or have mistresses 
in private .... It is the curse of celibacy." 
Apparently world conditions, the increase 
of knowledge and the stress on freedom 
are causing many in posit ions of religious 
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subjection to become impatient with their 
lot- Toronto Daily Star, January 11, 
1967. 

There at·e also the many frustrations 
due to chance. No matter how carefully 
we may plan, often thingf. juf.t do not 
work out, because of circumstances over 
which we have no control. Married couples 
may remain childless, even as repeatedly 
noted in the Bible. Yes, time and again 
we may be denied our heart's desire sim­
ply because of chance. As wise King Solo­
mon once observed: "Time and unfore­
seen occurrence befall them all."-Eccl. 
9:11. 

Another common cause of frustration is 
our being unable to measure up to our 
ideals and principles. As the learned apos­
tle Paul confessed: "The good that I wish 
I do not do, but the bad that I do not wish 
is what I practice .... when I wish to do 
what is right, what is bad is present with 
me .... Miserable man that I am!" Surely 
every noble-minded person who tries to 
overcome his failings feels this frustration, 
even as the apostle Paul did.-Rom. 7 : 
19-24. 

Common also are the fn1strations 
raused by the weaknesses of others with 
whom persons have to put up. as within 
the bonds of matrimony, contributing to 
the ever-increasing number of separations 
and divorces. How often do immature per­
sons use poor judgment in choosing a mate 
or marry with romantic notions of an ideal 
marriage while themselves lacking in the 
qualities of unselfishness and self-cont rol, 
so necessary to make a marriage work! 

Among still other frustrations of a per­
sonal nature that might be mentioned are 
those resulting from bodily ills or physi­
cal handicaps. Such often cause frustra­
tion because of limiting what their vic­
Urns can enjoy or work at, resulting in 
bitterness. 
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A Basic Cause of Frust ration 
A basic cause of frustrations today is 

extr('me selfishness, leading to lawless 
acts. Such is really a course of folly, for 
it i~ tantamount to rebelling against God, 
one's Creator, even as we read: "It is the 
foolishness of an earthling man that dis­
torts his way, and so his heart becomes 
enraged against Jehovah himself."-Prov. 
19:3. 

Showing the direct relationship between 
extreme selfishness and frustrations are 
the inspired words of the disciple James: 
"You desire, and yet you do not have. You 
go on murdering and coveting, and yet you 
are not able to obtain. You go on fighting 
and waging war. You do not have because 
of your not asking. You do ask, and yet 
you do not receive, because you are ask­
ing for a wrong purpose, that you may 
expend it upon your cravings for sensual 
pleasure." Bad seed, extreme selfishness, 
is bound to produce bad frui t, lawless 
deeds.-Jas. 4:2, 3. 

Just how true this is the Bible repeat­
edly shows. The wife of the Egyptian 
court official Potiphar had become infat­
uated wi th the handsome Hebre"" slave 
Joseph. Because he refused to yield to her 
advances, she became so frustrated that 
she charged him with having tried to vio­
late her, causing Joseph to be cast into 
prison. (Gen. 39:7-20) Then there was Is­
rael's King Ahab, frustrated because Na­
both would not sell him his vineyard. To 
get that vineyard he had Naboth mur­
dered on the false charge of blasphemy, at 
his wicked wife Jezebel's suggestion. That 
such frustrations today play no small part 
in the rise of crime is recognized by those 
who have made a study of such things. 
-1 Ki. 21:1-26. 

Coping with Frustrations Now 
Before considering how God will bring 

relief from frustrations, it seems well to 
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note that one can even now take much of 
the s~ing out o! frustrations b\ le:tming to 
rope '~ ith them. Often frustra t tOns can be 
eased simply by not being imp., I i nL Much 
of today''5 agitation for C'i\ il r ights in 
many parts of the ' orld 1 · sparked by 
impatience. Wiseh the Bible counsels: 
"Do not show yo tr~"lf h'·ated up because 
of the evildoers. I t anger alone and 
leave rage . . . For ~"' tldoers themselves 
will be cut off," in God's due time, "but 
those hoping in Jehovah are the ones that 
will possess the ear th." Meekness and hu­
mility will help one to be patient under 
such conditions.-Ps. 37:1, 8, 9. 

Another great aid in coping with frus­
trat ions is to cult ivate the qualities of 
godly devot ion and self-sufficiency. As the 
apostle Paul counsels: ''To he sure, it is 
a means of great gain, th is godly devotion 
along with self-sufficiency. For we have 
brough t noth ing into the world, and nei­
ther can we carry an~rthing out. So, hav­
ing sustenance and cov1 nng, we shall be 
content with these thinf'" ." Godly devo­
tion includes stud~ ot God's Word and 
pr~1ye1. To thl• e-.:t ~nt t hat one leads a 
full Chtistian life. to that extent he will 
be able to cope with frustrating situations. 
-1 Tim. 6:6-8. 

Then, again, lea rning to view th ings 
philosophically will help one to cope with 
such frustrations as may happen to be his 
lot. As a poet once expressed it, 'there is 
compensation in the lot of high and low.' 
''Never a tr easure without a fo llowing 
shade of care; never a power without the 
lurk of a subtle snare. Never the exquisite 
pain, then never the exquisite bliss; for 
the heart tha t is dull to that can never be 
stN ng to th is." Along a s imilar line King 
Solomon once noted : "When good things 
become many, those eating them certainly 
become many. And what advantage is 
there to the grand owner of them, except 
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looking at them with his eycs?"-Eccl. 5: 
11. 

Still a 1other aid that might hr m n­
tioned th ... t can blunt the Nlgc of fru -
trations is that of taking on othe1 inte1 -
ests. In this rc&ard a good and U'ie!ul 
hobby may b of help. Thus a young w1fc 
who suffered f: measure of frustrat10n be­
cause of being d ... nlcd children took the 
edge off this fru~trat1on by investing in 
tropical fish and house plants. And ever so 
many Christians have fcund that activity 
in the Chr istian mlnistl y has compensated 
for the frustrations that came their way 
because of "time and unforeseen occur­
rence." 

When King Solomon said that all is 
vanity, clearly he was speaking of his 
pursuing the everyday mundane things in 
a quest for happiness. He clid not mean 
that his worsh1p of Jehovoh God was cou­
p~e:d \',ith fru.-,tro. ion. l'is buildin ~of the 
costly and glouou.s Lm1 k for Jehm;ah at 
J:;rusalem brought Solomon, not frustra­
tion, :..ut hnmen'" s. ti~faction, as can be 
seen from both the gr~.;at d 1 ation fl;s­
Uvities and his pr~yer o J "hovah God on 
that occasion.-1 l\.i. 8 .l-li6. 

God's Kingdom t o Bring Relief 
from Fru8t1 ations 

The great Creator of man, Jehovah God, 
our loving Father in the heavens, did not 
orig!nally purpose for any of hls earthly 
creatures to be victims of frustration. It 
was only because of man's disobedience 
that his lot became one of frustration. As 
the apostle Paul tells us : "The creation 
was subjected to futility r or frustration] 1 

not by its own will but through him that 
subjected it, on the basis of hope that the 
creation itself also will be set free from 
enslavement to corruption and have the 
glorious freedom of the children of God " 
Yes, God has promised freedom from fu­
tility or frustration.-Rom. 8:20, ? 1 . 
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How will He accomplish this? By means 
of his Kingdom rule over the earth, and 
it will do this in what might be termed 
three basic ways. In the first place, all 
frustrations caused by unjust, inequitable 
conditions will be done away with, and 
how many have suffered frustrations be­
cause of injustices, including the victims 
of racial, religious and national prejudice! 
Concerning the King of God's kingdom we 
read: "He will not judge by any mere 
appearance to his eyes, nor reprove sim­
ply according to the thing heard by his 
ears. And with righ-

and death will be no more, neither will 
mourning nor outcry nor pain be any 
more. The former things have passed 
away." This will include the selfish sinful 
tendencies that often cause persons to be­
come frustrated, because Jesus Christ is 
"the Lamb of God that takes away the 
sin of the world." Yes, 'when Jehovah's 
judgments are in the earth, its inhabitants 
will learn righteousness.'-Rev. 21:4; 
John 1:29; !sa. 26:9. 

And thirdly, relief from frustration is 
certain by means of God's kingdom, for 

it will make an end 
teousness he must 
judge the lowly ones, 
and with upright­
ness he must give re­
proof in behalf of the 
meek ones of the 
earth .... And righ-

CO, 11 G N 11 ~ l'G} T lSSUE 
of all the incorrigibly 
wicked. All who will­
fully remain selfish, 
who would frustrate 
others or stubbornly 
insist on a self-
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• "Which Cut, Please?" 
• The Strange Cult of Maria Lil)n.ra. 

teousness must prove to be the belt of his 
hips."-Isa. 11:3-5. 

Nor will there be any economic injus­
tices then, for we are assured ~1.at "they 
will certainly build houses and have oc­
cupancy; and they will certainly plant 
vineyards and eat their fruitage . ... They 
will not toil for nothing." Then men "will 
actually sit, each one under his vine and 
under his fig tree, and there will be no 
one making them tremble; for ... Jeho­
vah of armies has spoken it."-Isa. 65: 
21-23; Mic. 4:4. 

Secondly, by means of God's kingdom 
all causes for frustration within our bod­
ies will be done away with. Today many a 
person is more or less frustrated because 
of the loss of one of his senses, such as 
sight or hearing. Then, again, a person 
otherwise healthy may feel frustrated be­
cause an attack of polio has left him lame 
in one leg. But all these frustrations will 
be done away with, for God has promised 
freedom from all bodily aches and pains 
leading to death, even as we read: "[God) 
will wipe out every tear from their eyes, 
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frustrating course, 
will be wiped out. "The transgressors 
themselves will certainly be annihilated to­
gether; the future of wicked people will 
indeed be cut off."-Ps. 37:38. 

As a faithful minister of God well de­
scribed that time: 

"Close your eyes for a moment to the 
scenes of misery and woe . . . that yet 
prevail on account of sin, and picture be­
fore your mental vision the glory of the 
perfect earth. Not a stain of sin mars the 
harmony and peace of a perfect society; 
not a bitter thought, not an unkind look 
or word; love, welling up from every 
heart, meets a kindred response in every 
other heart, and benevolence marks every 
act. There sickness will be no more; not 
an ache or a pain, not any evidence of 
decay-not even the fear of such things." 

Yes, such will be the conditions on 
earth when, by means of God's kingdom, 
Paradise has been regained by humankind! 
Frustrations will be a thing of the past! 
Best of all, fulfillment of Bible prophecy 
shows that that time is right at the door! 

AWAKE! 



Portugal's Su 
on vi eli 

IN AN action reminiscent of the days of 
H itler and Stalin, the Supreme Court of 

Portugal has upheld a lower court's con­
viction to jail terms for for ty-nine God­
fearing Christians, J ehovah's witnesses. 
What was their crime? They met together 
to study the Bible! 

What does this decision by the Supreme 
Court of Portugal mean? It means that in 
some cases entire families-husbands, 
wives and older children-will be sent to 
jail. In other cases families will be broken 
up, as both husband and wife will be 
jailed, and their children must be cared 
for by other persons. In still other cases 
husbands who are the sole support for a 
wife and children will be sent to jail. 

Of the forty-nine convicted, thirty-five 
are women. Among these are two expec­
lant mothers who will no doubt give birth 
while they are in prison. Another mother 
has a baby that is still breast feeding, but 
she has been sentenced to jail. And sev­
eral are nearly seventy years old. 

Such court action is almost beyond be-

e 
oc 
lief. How can any government, particular­
ly one claiming to be among those na­
tions that are more enlightened, stoop to 
such a course of action? 

Decent people all over the world rightly 
condemned Hitler and Stalin when their 
governments broke up families and sent 
people to prison when their only "crime" 
was that they were of another nationality 
or of a religion that the Nazis and Com­
munists disapproved. Then what should 
be said of the regime in Portugal, whose 
highest court makes it possible to tear 
children, even babies, away from parents, 
and sentences elderly women, pregnant 
women, and even nw·sing mothers to ja il 
simply for believing and endeavoring to 
live in harmony with the Bible? 

Background of t he Case 
The case, which was reviewed by Por­

tugal's Supreme Court, began as a result 
of police intervention involving meetings 
of J ehovah's witnesses in Portugal. On 
June 10, 1965, about seventy members of 

Forty-nine Christians condemned by Portuguese Sufl"reme Court, here shown with their children. 
Found " guilty" because they met together to study the Bible 
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the Feij6 Congregation were meeting in 
a privatP home in a Lisbon suburb to study 
the B:ble. But this weekly Bible meeting 
was broken up by police action, and forty­
nine men and women 1.vere arrested. 

Of what were they accused? The State 
charged that they were guilty of a "crime 
against the security of the State, of in­
stigation to collective disobedience . . . 
they constitute a political movement, com­
ing from various countries with aims of 
disobedience, agitation and subversion of 
the popular masses." 

Anyone famili&r with the behavior and 
teachings of Jehovah's witnesses knows 
that such charges are absolutely false and 
absurd. Jehovah's witnesses in ali coun­
tries show respect for the government un­
der which they live. They are peaceful, 
law abiding, and are not found in jails as 
a result of criminal activities. 

Nevertheless, these false charges were 
hurled against tl1cm in a lower Portuguese 
court. However, legal counsel for the ac­
cused presented ample proof as to the ex­
emplary Christian conduct of Jehovah's 
witnesses in Portugal. It was also ex­
plained that Jehovah's witnesses do not 
advise or encourage anyone to break a 
Jaw of any government. 'Their publications 
explain that it would be wrong for a Chris­
tian to instruct another to refuse military 
service or to refuse to salute the flag. 

Disregarding these facts, the entire trial 
proceeded in the atmosphere of a "dark 
ages" inquisition. The judges did not be­
have like impartial arbiters, but per­
formed like prosecutors, inquisitors. 

During the three~day trial, the public 
prosecutor did not produce one witness to 
substantiate his charges! The State sub­
mitted absolutely no evidence to prove the 
Witnesses guilty of any crime! Further­
more, the prosecutor made no attempt to 
cross-examine any of the defendants or 
witnesses for the defense. No rebuttal ·;vas 
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made by him. Actually, he presented no 
argument of any kind! Not a single piece 
of ev·dcnce was submitted to prove that 
Jehovah 's witnesses were guilty of any 
crime! 

The only fact proved in the entire pro­
ceeding was that the accused were gath­
ered together to study the Bible. It is no 
wonder that even Portuguese lawyers 
called the trial "a mockery," "a sham" 
and a "miscarriage of justice." 

Why Such Persecution? 
Who is principally responsib1e for such 

persecution? It is the Roman Catholic 
Church. They have instigated the auth.ori­
ties in Portugal to persecute Christians 
who do not share their beliefs. 

For years fue Roman Catholic Church 
in Portugal has spread vicious propaganda 
against Jehovah's wit.-·1esses. For exam­
ple, in the summer of 1963 a priest pre­
sented a series of TV programs in Lisbon 
misrepresenting Jehovah's witnesses. Lat­
er he published a book that did the same. 
Police raids on Jehovah's witnesses fol­
lowed almost immediately. 

Other countries recognize the church's 
responsibility. Last November 27 a com­
mentator on the Danish radio said: "In 
Portugal as well as in Spain Jehovah's wit­
nesses have for a long time been persecut­
ed because the Catholic Church does not 
approve of the activity of the sect." 

Because of this instigation by the Ro­
man Catholic Church, an inquisition-type 
persecution has taken place throughout 
Portugal. Homes and meeting places have 
been invaded, possessions confiscated, and 
Jehovah's witnesses arrested. Some have 
been held for days, and even mont.11s, with­
out being formally charged. Nor is this 
persecution lessening. It is gaining force, 
and in all parts of the country. Recently 
police invaded a Bible study group of thir­
teen adults belonging to the Lisbon-Chelas 
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Congregation. Of this group, six men and 
three women were taken to prison. After ­
interrogation, which included questions 
relative to doctrines of the Catholic 
church, the men were beaten and the wom­
en subjected to filthy name-calling. Al­
though released on bail, they were told 
that they would be prosecuted for attend­
ing an illegal meeting. 

The Accused 
Who are these "dangerous criminals"? 

Of those from the Feij6 Congregation, 
one is a thirty-t:\:vo-year-old mother. She 
bas a daughter seven years old and a six­
month-old baby who is breast feeding! Her 
lawyer is requesting permission for her 
to take the baby with her to prison. 

Then there are two elderly women, aged 
sixty-eight! They also have been sentenced 
to jail. But in their determination to stick 
to what they know is right they are will­
ing to serve the prison term. 

Another mother, aged thirty-nine, has 
two children, ages twelve and eight. But 
she is now pregnant and expects to give 
birth within the time she will be in prison! 
Yet, she is expected to serve her prison 
term. Others will look after her children. 

Another couple, a man and wife, have 
two children, one twelve years old and the 
other a small baby of fifteen months. Both 
husband and wife have been convicted to 
serve the same prison term. Their children 
will have to be cared for by others. 

Another of the accused is forty-five 
years old, married, and has four children. 
He is firmly set on serving his jail sen­
tence because he feels strongly against the 
miscarriage of justice. Hls family will lose 
his financial support. However, his spiri­
tual brothers have offered to help. 

Why do these Christians remain stead­
fast in the face of such unjust persecu­
tion? Because they know they have com­
mitted no crime. They know that in God's 
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Two sixty-eight-year-old Christians viewed 
by Portugal as a danger to the "security 
of the Sta te." Why? Because they talk to 

other peopie a bout God 

sight it is not a crime to study His Word, 
the Bible. It is not a crime to meet with 
other persons to learn the high standards 
of God so they can be better Christians, 
moral and law abiding. They know it is 
no crime to "love Jehovah yow· God with 
yom whole heart and with your whole 
soul and with your whole mind" and to 
"love your neighbor as yourself," as God 
commands, and to gather together for 
worship, as Jesus Christ and the apostle 
Paul taught.-Matt. 22:37-40; 18:20; Heb. 
10:24, 25. 

Accountable to God 
However, those who so unjustly perse­

cute innocent Christians actually oppose 
God himself. As a prominent Law teacher 
of the first century, Gamaliel, said to those 
in authority : "Do not meddle with these 
men, but let them alone . . . otherwise, 
you may perhaps be found fighters actual­
ly against God."- Acts 5:38, 39. 

Those who persecute innocent Chris­
tians in Portugal will have to answer to 
God Almighty himself for their debased 
actions. 

Those who maintain integrity to God 
despite such persecution gain His favor 
now, and, continuing faithful to God, they 
will be rewarded with everlasting life in 
God's new system.-Matt. 5:11, 12. 
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TO EASIER AND 

"JIMMY, be sw·e you hang up your 
school clothes before you go out to 

play." 
Jimmy's mother has just taken an im­

portant step toward an easier and better 
Jaundry. She knows by experience that 
her family's clothes are 1ess difficult to 
clean and look new longer if they are not 
oversoiled when laundry day comes. Jim­
my, too, is learning good habits of caring 
for his clothes. 

When you consider the mammoth task 
of keeping a family in clean clothes, there 
is certainly good reason for seeking to 
improve the operation and make it easier. 
In an average-size fami1y of five persons, 
for instance, there may be more than a 
thousand separate items that require 
washing each month. But how clean laun­
dry is appreciated! What a treat it is to 
climb in between freshly laundered sheets, 
or to put on sparkling clean garments! 

An I nitial Step 
An important first step in simplifying 

the work of doing the wash is to train 
members of the family to cooperate. For 
example, leaching children to change from 
their school clothes when they are going 
to romp around outside will preserve 
these garments from heavy soil, which is 
difficult to get out. And, as noted at the 
outset, inculcating within them the habit 
of always hanging up their clothes will 
contribute toward keeping wearing ap­
parel neat and clean. The value of such 
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discipline in making laundering easier can 
hardly be overemphasized. But more can 
be done. 

If there is a container-a hamper, bas­
ket, bin or perhaps a drawer-near the 
laundry center, every member of the fami­
ly can be taught to deposit soiled things 
there. It might even b2 practical to work 
out a sorting plan of three or four group­
ings to be deposited into separate contain­
ers. This will help in preparing laundry 
loads, and will se1-ve to educate the chil­
dren concerning fabrics and what clothes 
can safely be washed together. 

In addition, family members can be 
taught to empty their pockets, roll down 
their sleeves, fasten all hooks and eyes, 
turn down the cuffs and bru~h out any ac­
cumulation of dirt. Only after doing this 
should garments be deposited in the soiled­
clothes containers. Fathers and teen-age 
sons can also help by taking the stays out 
of their shirt collars. 

Members of the family can assist in 
making the laur1dry easier by never put­
ting wet clothes in the dirty clothes ham­
per, as this may result in difficult-to­
remove mildew. Also, it can be explained 
to them that wearing clothes until they 
are excessively soiled is no help, but only 
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makes laundering harder. It is better to 
change clothes more frequently. Further, 
family members can be encouraged to 
treat immediately any stains that they get 
on their clothes, since later these will be 
much more difficult, or even impossible, to 
remove. Following these suggestions will 
go a long way toward making laundering 
easier. Some families, however, do even 
more to lighten the task. 

As a lesson in cleanliness and responsi­
bility, some children are taught to wash 
out all their own socks and undergar­
ments. Every night or so they are expect­
ed to do this washing before going to bed. 
One mother of four reports that, as a 
result of early training, her children have 
kept on doing this faithfully right on 
through their teen-age years. As young­
sters grow older, they can also be taught 
to hand-wash their woolen sweaters and 
other items that require special care. You 
can be sure that children who are thus 
trained to help will have a greater appre­
ciation for the job their mother does. 

The Laundry Center 
Having a convenient, well-equipped 

laundry center is another step toward 
making laundering easier. Wherever it is 
located, the site should be well lighted, 
well ventilated, easy to clean, cheerful and 
have at hand plenty of hot water. It is 
also important that supplies and equip­
ment be arranged for convenience. Stud­
ies of washing operations in the home 
have shown that much time is wasted and 
much fatigue caused by poor organization 
in the work. Unnecessary steps, stooping, 
stretching, lifting and carrying of loaded 
baskets often make the job harder than 
it need be. 

Therefore, all supplies, such as soaps, 
detergents, stain removers, bleaches, a 
measuring cup, spoon, and so forth, 
should be easily accessible. The washing 
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machine, if you have one, should also be 
right at hand, and a nearby deep sink or 
laundry tub is an importcmt convenience. 
Also, having easy access to clothes bas­
kets, a cart for transporting clothes, 
clothespins, and all the other necessary 
small equipment vliU speed the laundering 
job. 

Thus, a desirable arrangement is that 
all soiled clothes be delivered by the fami­
ly to where the laundering is done. Then, 
at that laundry center everything needed 
should be at hand to wash the clothes and 
return them spotlessly clean to their 
proper place with the minimum of effoet . 

lnspectioTl and Pretr eatment 
A vital step toward a better laundry is 

to be sure that all belongings and loose 
soil are removed from the clothes before 
washing. Members of the family, if well 
trained, may have already assisted you in 
this. But even then, it is good to keep 
alert. An overlooked lipstick or crayon in 
a pocket can discolor other clothes in the 
wash. A single tissue handkerchief can de­
posit lint on a whole load, and some chew­
ing gum may ruin a garment. It is also 
good to check for rips, tears and seam 
pullouts. Repairing these before launder­
ing will prevent them from becoming 
worse in the washing process. 

What if clothes are heavily soiled? 
Should this be ignored and the garments 
simply handled in the wmal way? Not if 
you are interested in a better laundry. 
Use a moistened bar of soap or full­
strength liquid detergent to treat soiled 
shirt collars, cuffs, the knees of children's 
play clothes and other dirty spots. Allow 
the soap or detergent to remain on the 
garment for about thirty minutes before 
laundering. Presoaking heavily soiled gar­
ments is a good practice, if the garments 
are not of a delicate fiber. 

A satisfactory method is to agitate them 
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in the washing machine for a few mjnutes 
in warm water and a detergent. Or, soak 
them in a smaJJ container for about fifteen 
minutes, then swish the clothes around, 
extract the water, and add them to a nor­
mally soiled load of similar fabrics for 
reguJar washing. Overnight soaking is sel­
dom advisable, since it gives soil a chance 
to be redeposited on the clothes. 

Removing stains is also an important 
step to a better laundry. This should be 
done before the reguJar washing, because 
hot water and soap will permanently set 
many stains. Prompt action is the key. 
Cold water will remove most fresh stains, 
except grease, if it is used before the 
stain has had a chance to set. Of course, 
when you discover stains while inspecting 
clothes for washing, they may be several 
days old. Then what? 

First, it is important to be able to iden­
tify the stain. Was it caused by fruit, meat 
juice, salad dressing, milk, blood, egg, cod­
liver oil, ink, grease? Experience in deal­
ing with stains often will help a person 
to determine this. If it is of a nongreasy 
nature, the stain may disappear when 
sponged with cold water or rubbed with 
a moistened bar of soap. Greasy or oily 
stains can be treated with solvents such 
as carbon tetrachloride, alcohol or turpen­
tine. It is important to remember that 
protein stains, including blood, meat juice, 
egg and albumin, are set by hot water. So 
it is a safe practice never to use soap and 
hot water on a stain if its cause is un­
known. 

Before attempting to remove a stain it 
is also vital to know the nature of the 
fabric. Some cloth will "water spot," so 
it might be well to test water on an in­
conspicuous place, such as an unexposed 
seam or hem. When using a solvent, a 
similar test is important in order to make 
sure the solvent will not cause the dye to 
run, or in some other way damage the 
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garment. Be caut ious. It is a good prac­
tice to be sparing in the use of a stain 
remover. In fact, if it is a fine garment, it 
may be best to have the stain hand1ed 
professionally. 

Sorting 
Proper sorting of clothes into separate 

wash loads is a particularly vital step to 
a better laundry. Darker-colored items 
placed in the same load with white or 
lighter ones is often a cause of ruscolored 
or dingy clothes. Therefore, care must be 
exercised that garments of similar color 
and color intensity are washed together. 
Generally it is safe to assume colorfastness 
if there is more than one color in a gar­
ment. If there is question about an item, 
it is usually wise to test to see if its color 
runs. If it does, you will probably want to 
wash the item separately. 

Another consideration is the amount of 
soil in the clothing. Lighter colors with 
the least amount of soil should make up 
the first wash loads, while moderately 
soiled and heavily soiled items shouJd go 
into separate loads. Carelessness in this 
regard can also resuJt in a dingy laundry. 

The weight and construction of fabrics 
also needs to be considered. Understand­
ably, delicate lingerie and summer sheers 
should not be washed with, or for the same 
length of time as, heavy dungarees or 
sturdy sheets. And since the construction 
of fabrics differs so much today, being 
able to identify different ones will prevent 
many laundry problems. For instance, cot­
tons, linens and certain synthetic fabrics 
such as dacron can stand up to higher 
water temperatures and stronger deter­
gents than can silk, wool and many man­
made fibers. It is necessary to consider 
this to do a good job of your laundry. It is, 
therefore, a wise practice to check wash­
ing instructions on garments when pur­
chasing them. 
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Obtaining a Clean, Bright Laundry 
After dirty clothes have been inspected, 

pretreated for stains if necessary and sort­
ed into appropriate loads, they are ready 
to be washed. The first consideration in 
the washing process is water hardness. 
Hard water contains substances that will 
react with soap and cause a scum that can 
ruin a laundry. If it is very hard, you 
might find it advisable to have a water­
softening system installed. Or you can 
purchase a packaged water conditioner 
that can be added in proper amounts to 
each batch of wash water. Since modern 
detergents do not react with hard water as 
do soaps, they also are valuable in obtain­
ing a clean, bright wash. 

Another important consideration in the 
washing process is water temperature. 
Generally speaking, the hotter the water 
the better the cleaning. However, delicate 
fabrics such as wool, silk and most syn­
thetic fibers should be washed only in 
warm water, from perhaps 90· F. to 100· F. 
When cottons and linens are washed in 
water above 140. F., or at the point where 
it is too hot to touch, their colors tend to 
lose brightness. White cottons and linens 
can be washed at higher temperatw·es, 
but, then, shrinking may become a prob­
lem. For very dirty or c.ontaminated cloth­
ing, washing in water up to 160• F. or 
more may be advisable. The heat not only 
will assist in getting the dirt out but will 
kill most of the germs as well. 

Using a proper soap or detergent for the 
job is also important in obtaining a bright, 
clean laundry. Keep in mind that a soap 
advertised for use on delicate fibers is 

probably "unbuilt," meaning it has no 
laundry alkalies added. On the other hand, 
soaps designed to get really dirty clothes 
clean need such additives and so are 
harsher. Soaps are generally less expen­
sive than detergents, but in certain in­
stances, as in the case of hard water, use 
of the more expensive detergents is ad­
vantageous. To determine what is best for 
your wash, a little experimenting is gen­
erally required. 

Many persons also use chlorine bleaches 
to brighten their laundry. But care should 
be exercised to rinse it all out, since chlo­
rine left in a garment is harmful both to 
fabric and to the skin. Chlorine bleaches 
should never be used on wool, silk or most 
synthetic fibers. Nor should they be used 
when rust is a problem, for chlorine reacts 
chemically with rust deposited on clothes, 
and can weaken the fiber and cause pin­
holes in the clothing. Therefore, an oxidiz­
ing bleach, such as hydrogen peroxide or 
sodium perborate, would be preferable. Of 
course, clothes dried outside may receive 
all the bleaching they need from the sun. 

A final major consideration in getting 
your clothes clean is mechanical action. 
While this is often underestimated, the 
fact is that mechanical action is as impor­
tant as any chemical action produced by 
the detergent solutions. Thus, persons who 
still rub and beat their clothes at a nearby 
stream are employing the fundamental 
principle in getting clothes clean. So do 
not underrate good mechanical action. 
This, coupled with others of the steps sug­
gested above, will do much to help you 
realize easier and better laundering. 

HIGH COST OF BUSINESS LETTERS 
~ The cost of writing business letters varies from country to country, 
depending on wages for secretaries and typists, and so forth. But re· 
cently The Royal Bamk of Canada Monthly Lette1 said that "the esti­
mated cost per letter, for secretarial work, indirect labour, materials 
and postage, ranges from $2.97 in top management to $1.43 when the 
letter is dictated to a machine and transcribed by a pool typist." 
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Government of the Bahamas Changes Hands 
8y "Awo~el" cccrretpondenl in the 8ohomos 

m 
N December 1, 1966, the colony of the Ba­
hamas was thrown Into a frenzy by the 
surprise announcement that there would 

be a general election on January 10. Thousands 
of people scramb!ed to reglster in the few days 
remaining. Events brought a surprise outcome. 

0! the four political parties, the United 
Baharnlan Party is made up essentially of the 
same group that controlled the government for 
the past 300 years. The other partles are the 
opposition Progressive Liberal Party, tile Na­
tional Democratic Party, and the Labor Party. 
AU parties threw their campaign machinery 
into immed iate action. 

Interest In the election ran high, with many 
groups gathering in public parl<s, In narrow 
streets and elsewhere to discuss the proba ble 
outcome. Unprecedented campaigning was done 
by all the candidates. 

Three burning jssues dominated: OpposWon 
parties charged that ministers of the govern­
ment were using their positlons to enrich 
themselves by awarding government contracts 
to thelr own business firms. Secondly, there 
was objection to the government's permission 
of legalized gam bling in the islands, on the 
g round s that it provided a ha ven !or unde­
sirable elements f rom the United States a nd 
elsewhere. F inally, much was said about elec­
toral boundaries' being unfairly distributed 
on the basis of land area a nd not on popu· 
latlon. 

The controlling party made no major at­
tempt to refute the chnrges, pointing out, in­
stead, that the booming tourist Industry had 
raised living conditions over the past few 
decades. 

Election day was quiet and uneventful. 
After the polls closed, the stL·eets were almost 
deserted. People were Cl'Owded around radios, 
listening to the returns. By mld·evening it 
was becoming obvious that the confident ruling 
party was not sweeping back Into office, as 
many expected. Instead, It began to dawn that 
the results would be very close. 

At the end of the evening a dilemma de­
veloped. The results read: United Bahamian 
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Partr. 18 scats; Progressive Liberal Party, 
18 s£ t~; an Independent, 1 seat; the Labor 
Party, 1 scat, and the National Democratic 
Party, none. A deadlock. Unless something 
could be done to break it, another election 
would have to b(' held; something that neither 
party wa nted for fear of losing seats they 
had gained. Matters rested In the hands of 
the ind<!pendent and Labor members. A!ter a 
few anxious days, they made their decisions. 
The Labor member decided to throw his lot 1n 
with the Progressive Liberal Party and the 
independent member agreed to become the 
neutral speaker of the House of Assembly. 
This meant that the Progressive Liberal Party 
had o. majority of one seat and that, after 300 
years, control of the Bahamas had fi nnlly 
changed hands. 

The winning party is a Negro party, the 
population of the Bahamas being, in !act. 
about 85 percent Negro. Thus the days follow­
ing witnessed the appointment of thirty·slx­
yea r·old Lynden 0. Prindling as premier, the 
first Negro to occupy this high office. Ten ol his 
colleagues subsequently were appointed minis­
ters o! the new ca!>inet. all comparatively 
young men, the average age being forty-two. 

Then came the opening ceremonies of the 
two legislative bodies, the House of Assembly 
and Senate. The representatives pnraded Into 
the House of Assembly with traditional British 
pageantry, decked In top hats a nd tail coats 
and pre~ed by the speake1· o! the house 
in his official robes and glistening white wig, 
with a young ma n carrying the official sym. 
bol of l'cga l authority, the mace. 

The representatives were summoned to meet 
the governor In the Senate chambers, where 
he delivered a speech prepared for him by 
the majority pnrty. In it he s tated that the 
new government would continue to put great 
emphasis on the tourist trade. However, It 
was their aim to do everything possible to 
encourage small industries and attract In· 
vestors from outside the colony. The week 
ended with many official parties and celebra­
tions, and the people settled back to observe 
just what this change of hands In government 
would mean to them. 
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ON December 14, 1966, 

the Spanish electorate, 
in a referendum, overwhelm­
ingly voted approval of a new 
constitution that would al-
low for the modifying of 
many of Spain's laws, in­
cluding those dealing with 
religious liberty. But even 
prior to the national refer­
endum, the Spanish Su­
preme Court ruled favorably 
in several cases involving 
Jehovah's witnesses and the 
issue of religious liberty. 

H1lJ ~J D lli J 
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One such case raised the 
questions: Is it against the law in Spain 
to gather together in small groups to com­
ment on the Bible? Does the meeting be­
come illegal when the Bible commentary 
does not agree with the teachings of the 
Roman Catholic Church? Although the 
case did not come before the Spanish Su­
preme Court until October 1966, it was ac­
tually back in 1963 when it all began. 

The Malaga Case 
That year police inspectors in the south­

ern resort city of Malaga visited a board­
inghouse owned by Francisco Alonso Valle 
and his wife Esperanza. They were ac­
cused of "holding trnauthorized meetings 
with some children and adults in atten­
dance, in which the Bible was interpreted, 
and the magazine <La Atalaya' [The 
Watchtowe1·] was read, for the purpose of 
making converts on behalf of" Jehovah's 
witnesses. Their house was searched and 
their two small children, ages eight and 
four, were fingerprinted and registered 
with the police. 

Besides those two adults, three others 
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were involved in the Malaga case. The po­
lice charged these three with "being or­
ganizers of such meetings," during which 
"the most questionable paragraphs of the 
Bible were interpr·eted by Mr. Fernandez." 
Femandez, a father of two small children, 
was so harassed by police at the barber­
shop where he worl{ed that he finally lost 
his job. 

The provincial governor of Malaga then 
fined four of the accused 500 pesetas each, 
and Jose Fernandez was fined 2,000 pe­
setas ($33.33) for being a second offender. 
(Less than a year before, on April 3, 1962, 
he was routed from bed after midnight 
at pistol point in a roundup of Witnesses 
in Malaga. Along with others, he spent 
fifteen days in jail in lieu of paying a fine.) 

An appeal was made to the Minister of 
the Interior, but this was rejected. It was 
charged that the Witnesses had carried on 
a work of proselytism beyond the limits 
of private worship allowed in Spain and 
so had "threatened the spiritual trnity of 
Spain." 

The five accused appealed to the Su-
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preme Court. On October 20, 1966, the 
High Court struck down the action of the 
local government It ruled that, when Je­
hovah's witnesses gather together in a 
private home and comment on the Bible, 
it is taken for granted that the commen­
tary will be in accord with their under­
standing of doctrine professed in common. 
Such expression, the Court said, could not 
properly be included "within the concept 
of proselytizing propaganda." 

The High Court noted that it had ap­
proved penalties involvi:-~g a "multitude of 
previous sentences"•~ against Jehovah's 
witnesses, since it felt that the law (then 
in force) prohibiting open exhibitions of 
one's religious beliefs had been violated. 

The Supreme Court ruled that such 
"meetings without previous government 
authorization" do not violate Article 1 of 
the Order of July 20, 1939, as sustained 
by the Ministry of the Interior. The Court 
pointed out that the definition of a "pub­
lic meeting" is one in which more than 
twenty are present, as established in Ar­
ticle 2 of the Law of Jw1e 15, 1880, and 
that "the attendance of twenty or more 
persons at the meetings held has not been 
proven." 

Accused of Being a "Director" 
Jehovah's witnesses have not been al­

lowed as yet to organize themselves le­
gally in Spain. Spanish law holds that any 
director of an illegal organization is crimi­
nally responsible before the law. There­
fore, on November 14, 1966, the Supreme 
Court was asked to determine whether one 
is a director of Jehovah's witnesses when 
it has been established that he is not only 
a member of this organization without le­
gal status in Spain but also (1) is a spe-

" DurJng the past three years the Spanish Supreme 
Court has upheld the convictions or 38 of the 50 
witnesses or Jehovah who appealed sanctions received 
from governmental authorities for partlclpating tu 
various facets of the!r rellgtous worship. 
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cial pioneer minister, (2) attended assem­
blies of Witnesses in Milan and Seville, 
(3) participates in proselytism by means 
of house-to-house visits, ( 4) accepts con­
tributions and {5) conducts meetings with 
others in private homes to read and com­
ment on passages of the Bible. 

The case began when four Witnesses 
were arrested on January 21, 1964, while 
in ministerial service. They were kept in 
jail all night. The next day a pioneer min­
ister of the Granada congregation, Jose 
Luis Perez, visited the prisoners to see if 
they needed anything. He, too, was ar­
rested. The police demanded that he reveal 
the name of the overseer. When Pe­
rez refused to betray his Christian broth­
ers, he was slapped in the face and beaten 
with a shoe. After several days he and the 
others were released. Later, however, 
eighteen-year-old Perez was indicted as 
being the director of the illegal organiza­
tion of Jehovah's witnesses in Granada. 

The case was first heard on October 30, 
1964, in the Court of Public Order. The 
Tribunal ruled that the organization of 
Jehovah's witnesses must indeed be con­
sidered illegal; the accused, however, 
could not be held liable unless it was es­
tablished that he was a director of the 
Witnesses, and "it has not been demon­
strated that the title of Special Pioneer of 
which he boasts is of such a nature." 

Dissatisfied with the Court's exonera­
tion of the accused, the prosecuting at­
torney appealed the decision to Spain's 
Supreme Court. The prosecutor argued 
that the lower court had considered Pe­
rez "simply as a member, in spite of his 
category" of special pioneer and in spite 
of his having attended assemblies of Wit· 
nesses. The government prosecutor de­
manded that Perez be held criminally re­
sponsible, saying that he is "a member 
with relevant responsibility, and without 
having the position of director, exercises 
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functions that can be considered similar 
to those [of a director]." 

This was the second time that the Su­
preme Court had considered the same 
charge against one of Jehovah's witnesses. 
As in the previous case, the judges ac­
quitted the accused. The decision pointed 
out that the prosecutor himself had ad­
mitted in his brief that the accused was 
not actually a director of Jehovah's wit­
nesses. 

The Ciudad Real Case 
Still another case involving Jehovah's 

witnesses was considered by the Supreme 
Court on November 16, 1966. 

The place was in the provincial capital 
of Ciudad Real; the date June 10, 1964. 
T-wo young women, Santiaga Sanchez Val­
depefias and minor Encarnita Garcia Villa­
race, boarded a bus that would take 
them back to their home in a village af­
ter a day in the city. Police agents board­
ed the bus and arrested the women. Then 
the police subjected them to an intense in­
terrogation, lasting from 8 p.m. to 4: 30 
a.m. the following morning. Each was 
fined 2,500 pesetas ($41.67) for "belong­
ing to the sect 'Jehovah's Witnesses'" and 
for "making trips to this Capital, to carry 
on proselyting activities for the men­
tioned sect." 

The same night police authorities round­
ed up three others suspected of being 
Jehovah's witnesses; these, too, were sub­
jected to the ordeal of night-long inter­
rogations, resulting in fines of 2,500 pese­
tas for each one. 

Police reported to the Ministry of the 
Interior that those who had been fined 
"belong to the sect called 'Jehovah's Wit­
nesses,' and carry on a work of prosely­
tism in its behalf by means of visits to 
private homes, facts that were recognized 
by the very accused in the declarations 
given." The Interior Ministry upheld the 
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:five fines imposed, "having in mind that 
the very ones sanctioned recognize that 
they have observed such conduct." The 
case was appealed to the Supreme Court. 

The question before the High Tribunal 
was whether one's admission during in­
terrogation that he is a minister of Jeho­
vah's witnesses is in itself basis for in­
crimination. The Court observed that, 
"apart from the individual interrogations," 
the police affidavit "had been drawn up 
without any other activity or effort, nei­
ther documental nor by witnesses, either 
direct or referential, which could serve as 
a verifying element." 

How would the High Court rule? Just 
nine months before in a similar case the 
Court held that the police need present 
no "witnesses" nor a "confession" of any 
kind in order to administer sanctions. 
Now, however, the Tribunal perceived, 
"not only imprecision" in regard to the 
police investigation, but a complete "ab­
sence" of proof, which is necessary "in 
any case in order to consider as true the 
facts upon which the assumption is based." 
From the "interrogations, only a personal 
conviction is deduced," said the Court. As 
to the charge of public proselytism, it 
said, "not in any case is verification 
achieved nor does the affidavit even try 
to do so." The five accused were thus ac­
quitted on the basis of lack of evidence. 

An!valo vs. the Governor of Alicante 
A minister of Jehovah's witnesses, An­

tonio Arevalo Garcia, was calling on peo­
ple in his neighborhood on November 25, 
1963, to offer a free home Bible study. 
At one home a man answered the door 
and identified himself as a police agent. 
He requested that the minister call by po­
lice headquarters the following day for 
interrogation. Later Arevalo was fined 
250 pesetas by the provincial governor, on 
charges of proselytizing. 
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In thi~; case the Supreme Court upheld 
the fine imposed upon the minister. Its 
decision, handed down on October 22, 
1966, came prior to the voters' acceptance 
of the new constitution, which will now 
serve as the basis for modifying many of 
Spain's laws. Due to the precedent set in 
dozens of previous cases, the judges of the 
High Court ruled that "as long as the pre­
cept is not modified" they would continue 
considering the public display of religious 
beliefs as proselytism and a threat to the 
"spiritual unity of Spain." 

Will It Lead to Religious Fr·eedom? 
The new constitution that was accepted 

in the national referendum of December 
14 lays the groundwork for a series of 
laws. Of special interest to J ehovah's wit­
nesses is the modification of Article 6 of 
the Spanish Bill of Rights dealing with re­
ligious liberty. T'ne new revision states 
tl1at "the profession and practice of the 
Catholic religion, which is that of the 
Spanish State, will enjoy official protec­
tion." But it adds that "the State will as­
sume the protection of religious liberty, 
which will be guaranteed by efficient jurid­
ic guidance, which at the same time must 
safeguard morals and the public order." 

The religious freedom bill has now 
reached the point where it is considered 
"proposed law." The law would allow for 
rneeting together if an crganization legal­
izes itself according to the law. Il would 
be necessary to obtain special permission 
anytime a meeting is held outside of the 
established meeting place. So the question 
remains to be answered if the proposed 
bill becomes law, Will it really bring about 
religious liberty or will it result only in 
a strict control of non-Catholic wor­
shipers? 
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The proposed law classifies as "espe­
cially injtu'ious" acts of "illegitimate per­
suasion with the purpose of gaining mem­
bers for a determined confession or to 
deviate them from another." Also, the 
usual references are made to not disturb­
L.ig the peace nor offending the "public 
order." 

Mean time, .fines are still being imposed 
upon Jehovah's witnesses. On November 
26, Rafael Garno Lopez was called in to 
the Direcci6n General de Seguriclad in 
Madrid and, after interrogation, was fined 
1,000 pesetas for proselytism. The case 
was appealed to the Ministry of the In­
terior. The Interior Ministry rejected the 
appeal, stating that, "with your acts of 
publicly expressing your religious ideas, 
you wound the sentiments of your neigh­
bors, who observe the Catholic religion." 
The Ministry thus held that the Vi7itness 
had violated the Law of Public Order, try­
ing to "break the religious unity of the 
Spaniards." The Ministry of the Interior 
handed down this decision on February 11, 
1967, long after the referendum of De­
cember 14, accepting the new constitution. 

On February 28, 1967, the Spanish Su­
preme Court handed down another judg­
ment dealing with two of Jehovah's wit­
nesses. The judgment upheld the fines of 
5,000 pesetas each ($83.33) on the grounds 
of "propagation of ideas and proselyting 
activities, distributing propaganda from 
house to house, in the capacity of a pio­
neer minister of . . . 'Jehovah's Wit­
nesses.'" 

So it appears that in practice the at­
t itude of the authorities has not changed 
very much. Jehovah's witnesses will have 
to wait to see just what the proposed law 
will be like in its final form. Awake! will 
be pleased to keep its readers informed. 
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American Chiefs of S ta te 
Meet in Summit Conference 

8y "Awoke!" correspondent 
in Uruguay 

PUNT A DEL ESTE, Uru­
guay, normally a quiet 

summer vacation attraction 
for tourists, was suddenly 
catapulted into the headlines 
throughout the world. This 
resort city of 5,000 local citi­
zens is on the Atlantic Coast about eighty 
miles east of the capital city of Montevi­
deo. It served as an ideal location for the 
summit conference of heads of state repre­
senting the American nations that are 
members of the Organization of American 
States (OAS). 

The OAS is an international organiza­
tion of American nations designed to help 
develop and protect the mutual interests 
of its members. It is now working for 
closer unity. Twenty of the twenty-one 
member nations were rep1·esented at this 
three-day conference, April 12-14, held in 
the Sa n Rafael Hotel, which converted its 
gambling casino into a conference hall, 
called "Hall of Americas." 

Security Measures 
Elaborate preparations began long be­

fore the summit meeting was scheduled to 
begin. A housecleaning for Punta del Este 
brought improvements in the streets; 
weeds, bt·ush and some trees were cleared 
away from all main highways and avenues 
to eliminate possible hiding places. Dark 
areas were well illuminated. 

Over 15,000 soldiers patrolled the entire 
area. Many were stationed within sight of 
one another along the entire highway 
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f1·om Carrasco Airport, in 
Mon tevideo, to Punta de l 
Este. Hundreds of well­
trained "shock troops" and 
armed jeeps and other 
vehicles were ready to 
quell any trouble that might 
arise. Navy ships and frog­
men patrolled t h e sea 

and beach area. 
It was said that over 7,000 police were 

also on hand to direct traffic, guard the 
residences of visiting presidents and offi­
cials and to maintain a heavy guard 
around the San Rafael Hotel. Some forty 
sharpshooters, reports indicated, guarded 
the house where President Johnson stayed, 
after having carefully examined every 
tree and object for several acres around 
the area. 

Since the meetings were not open to the 
public, only OAS employees, guards and 
newsmen were allowed in the area, and 
these were carefully screened. 

Informing the World 
To inform the world of what was hap­

pening at Punta del Este elaborate equip­
ment was installed that was said to be 
capable of transmitting up to 3,500,000 
words a day. Hundreds of newsmen were 
ready to send a stream of news out of 
Punta del Este to all parts of the earth 
by means of 1·adio, teletype, air express, 
co1or video tapes, and so forth. 

The pressroom, adjacent to the Hall of 
P...mericas, had been set up in three weeks 
and equipped to provide up-to-the-minute 
news releases in English, Spanish and Por-
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tuguese. From here one could watch and 
hear the Entire summit meeting over six 
closed-circuit television sets. Some loud­
speakers carried the speaker's voice direct, 
while others carried translations. 

The Conferenc.e 
As each head of state arrived at the 

Carrasco Airport the national anthem of 
his country was played, and he made brief 
comments before proceeding to Punta dei 
Este by car, private plane or helicopter. 
Upon his arrival, for example, President 
Ongania of Argentina drew attention to 
the pope's involvement in world affairs, 
commenting: "At the present moment, 
when our course is marked by words of 
the Pope, every part of America has an 
enormous responsibility." 

On traveling to the Hall of Americas, 
about three miles from Punta del Este, the 
presidents were accompanied by assistants 
and security officers and siren-blowing 
motorcycle patrolmen. A trumpet soW1ded 
to aru10W1ce each chief of state's arrival 
at the hall; then he proceeded past the 
honor guard and hurried to the meeting 
hall, where each took a seat at a desk 
marked with a nameplate for his respec­
tive country. The heads of government sat 
in a circle in alphabetical order by coun­
try. 

The meeting opened with a welcoming 
address by the host, President Oscar D. 
Gestido, of Uruguay. He stated that we 
are now "facing one of the most convul­
sive moments in man's history" and that 
"the survival of this western civilization 
depends on not nourishing the seed which 
has destroyed so many other civilizations." 
There are two alternatives, he declared: 
"Survival together, or destruction to­
gether." 

Before the visiting chiefs of state were 
permitted to speak, attention was first 
directed to a special message from Pope 

22 

Paul VI, the influence of whose church is 
felt in both national and private affairs 
throughout South America. In the mes­
sage he expressed keen interest in the 
Pw1ta del Este meeting and offered the aid 
of the Roman Catholic Church, saying: 
"Aware of the inexhaustible resources of 
which it is the depository, the Church 
wishes, as it has done up to the present, 
to proffer its aid, in a spirit of service to 
individuals and to society." But he did not 
mention that the church's "inexhaustible 
resources" had been drained from the peo­
ple themselves or that the present needs 
of the people are, in many respects, a re­
sult of exploitation carried on with the 
connivance of the church. 

After sending a message of acknowledg­
ment to the pope, the program continued, 
with the chiefs of state speaking in alpha­
betical order by coW1try. President Onga­
nia of Argentina was first, and, among 
other things, he referred to "the publica­
tion of the encyclical of His Holiness Pope 
Paul VI, on the Progress of Peoples," and 
further elaborated on the points therein 
as being good guidance for the OAS re­
garding economic and social progress. 

In their discourses, the heads of state 
reviewed the various problems and condi­
tions in their respective countries and 
made comments on their needs. They dealt 
with the need for a common market, free 
trade, exports of coffee, cotton and sugar, 
with overcoming poverty, the development 
of isolated areas, the construction of high­
ways, bridges and schools, and with in­
sect control, to mention a few of their 
points. Also, they discussed the need for 
better living conditions, more education, 
tax exemptions on exchange of products 
between member nations, improving sea­
ports and the production of more food. 

President Johnson of the United States 
preferred to be last on the program and 
yielded his turn to speak to the other gov-
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ernment heads. In his discourse President 
Johnson stressed the need for unity and 
then outlined goals to be accomplished 
during the corning years. Finally, he 
urged building more schools, hospitals, 
roads, developing more trade, tax reforms, 
cleaning out red tape and act ing "with the 
~t'nse of urgency om· times require." 

The concluding session on t he third day 
lasted little more than half an hour and 
brought t he end of the summit conference. 
It consisted of reading the "Declaration 
of the Presidents of the Americas," the 
ceremony of signing the declaration and 
the closing remarks by the Uruguayan 
president. All signed the declaration ex­
cept the president of Ecuador, who felt 
that it was inadequate. This declaration 
sun1med up the goals for the OAS, which 
htghlighted plans for inaugurating a Latin­
American common market by 1970. The 
main features of the new market would 
be a lowering of protective tariffs among 
its members and other unifying steps such 
as establishing a common currency. 

The meeting ended and the heads of 
state beg<m to return to their respective 
lands. 

Impressions 
Not everyone rejoiced over the summit 

conference. 'rhe walls of some buildings 
here were crudely painted with signs, 
"Go home Johnson." University students 
marched in prolest, some gave anti­
American lectures and others locked 
themselves in the university. 

To some obs;ervers the conference was 
a "presidential show," hardly worth the 
tremendous e:x-pense involved in holding 
the meeting. They saw little, if anything, 
actually accompli~hecl . The newspapers 
throughout much of Latin America were 
skeptical about the results of the confer­
ence, a Brazilian newspaper calling it 
"nothing but words, timid words.'' 
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One reason why some felt that a dark 
cloud hovered over the conference was the 
refusal of the United States Senate For­
eign Relations Committee to grant Presi­
dent Johnson a blanket authorization for 
Latin-Ainerican aid. Hence the United 
States president was viewed as being eva­
sive, telling the Lat in chiefs of state that 
he would "try" to support their new com­
mon market with more financial aid. In 
the views of some, President Johnson of­
fered Latin America more sympathy than 
actual help. As one observer put it, Presi­
dent Johnson "dangled a carrot before a 
meat-eating continent." 

Thus for many it was obvious after the 
:first session that development of Latin 
America and its common market wm de­
pend mainly on the leadership and exer­
tion of the Latin countries. This was point­
ed out by the president of Chile who, after 
noting that "legitimate expectations" ol' 
United States aid have not yet been 
fully met, added: "No external aid can 
replace our own effort." And President 
Diaz Ordaz of Mexico later declared: "The 
integration of Lat in America must be an 
exclusively Latin-American process .... 
We must pool our own efforts and imagi­
nations and resources.'' 

Differences of resources and political 
systems among the Latin countries were 
viewed by some as formidable problems 
for economic integration. Success will re­
quire the overcoming of separatist habits 
of a century. As President da Costae Silva 
of Brazil put it: "The hopes for progress, 
freedom and peace cannot depend on a 
simple call to reason or on material in­
centives. It is essential to overcome selfish­
ness.'' 

It is significant to Bible students that 
not one of the heads of states or the pope 
gave consideration to God's kingdom as 
the hope for a better order, the kingdom 



for which Jesus Christ taught his follow­
ers to pray. (Matt. 6:9, 10) Interestingly, 
Punta del Este has also been chosen as a 
convention city for one of Jehovah's wit­
nesses' "Disciple-making" District Assem­
blies, November 23-26, 1967. By way of 

FOR many years I 
have traveled about 

the countryside of Afri­
ca with my husband, 
who is a traveling minister 
for Jehovah's witnesses. 
During those years, I have 
become well acquainted with 
many African women, and I 
never cease to be impressed 
by their resourcefulness and latent abili ­
t ies. The woman that lives in the country­
side, known as the reserves in Rhodesia, 
does not have the conveniences that city 
women have, and she does not have some 
of the discomforts that style-conscious city 
women feel compelled to endure. 

When a city woman in Europe goes 
shopping, it is not long before her feet are 
aching and she wishes she could sit down 
and take her shoes off. On top of that her 
arms feel as if they are ready to drop off 
from carrying her many purchases. The 
African woman in the reserves does not 
have this experience when she goes into 
town to shop. 

Although she may have to walk several 
miles to town, her feet are not suffering 
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contrast, this convention will call atten­
tion to God's purpose to use his kingdom 
to end all wickedness, wars and hatred and 
to establish a new order of love, peace and 
perfect health and enduring righteousness. 
-2 Pet. 3:13; Dan. 2:44. 

from cramped shoes, be­
cause she prefers the free­
dom of walking barefoot. 
If she has shoes, they will 
be practical rather than 
stylish, and they will very 
likely be inside her shop­
ping basket most of the 
time. Her arms do not be­
come tired from carrying 
her ptu·chases because she 
puts them in a basket that 
she carries on her head. 
This leaves her arms free. 
W'hile walking to and from 
town she balances this bas­
ket, which may weigh as 
much as seventy pounds 
with its contents, on her 
head. At the same time her 

hands are busy doing some knitting to 
pass away the time. 

If her baby needs attention, she will 
promptly sit down on the ground and 
breast feed it without a thought about 
what passersby may think. No one pays 
attention to her, as this is a common sight. 
When she has finished feeding the baby, 
she will swing it by its arms onto her back, 
where it is t ied secmely to her body by 
means of an outsized bath towel. The ba­
by likes it there and will generally fall 
asleep promptly. She can proceed on her 
way without the inconvenience of keeping 
one hand busy pushing a baby carriage. 
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In her basket will be cabbages, bags of 
sugar, salt and other assorted items. In 
all probability she will also have a blanket, 
a cup and a bowl, because she may spend 
the night with a relative in town. The 
African in town can accommodate an 
amazing nu.rrtber of country relatives, if 
they bring with them these meager es~ 
sentials for eating and sleeping. 

The Daily Menu 
For the African woman in Rhodesia 

there is no problem in deciding what to 
prepare for dinner. AU her life she has 
eaten sadza, and that is what she pre­
pares every day. Badza is a porridge made 
of maize cooked to a consistency so thick 
that when it is rolled in the hand it re­
sembles a well-cooked potato. She grows 
the maize in her own garden and pounds 
it into the fine meal needed for making 
sadza. 

Each person at mealtime rolls a bit of 
sadza and dips it into the common bowl, 
which contains meat, fish or vegetables. It 
is then popped into the mouth. She and 
her family regard sadza as being delicious 
and never seem to tire of it. If unexpected 
visitors arriye, they can join the family 
by rolling up some of the sadza and dip­
ping it in the pot with the rest of them. 
Utensils and plates are unnecessary, which 
means the African woman has few i terns 
to wash after the meal is over. This is 
just as well because she has to carry all 
the water for dishwashing from a stream 
that may be as much as a mile from her 
village. 

Do not think of a town or hamlet when 
I say "village." That is not the meaning 
of a village here in the reserves of Rho­
desia. Instead, a village is the equivalent 
of a small farm in Western lands. The 
African man and wife will not build just 
one house for their family but a number 

JUNE 8, 1961 

of huts. Besides them and their children, 
a family may include grandparents, uncles, 
aunts, cousins, in-laws, nieces and neph­
ews. These make up the village. With so 
many members in the family, there are 
lots of hands for carrying water, chop~ 
ping wood, hoeing the maize and doing the 
many other chores that are part of Afri­
can village life. 

Capable Worker· 
From her own land the African woman 

gathers reeds and grasses for making the 
mats upon which the family sits and 
sleeps. She also makes the baskets they 
use in the field and at home, some of 
which are woven so tightly that they can 
hold ':vater. The making of hats, table mats 
as well as the thatch roof of the house is 
within her capabilities. 

She knows the right kind of earth need­
ed for maldng pottery and brick for the 
hut, as well as how to bake the brick. Huts 
made of this brick are attractive and dur­
able. She also takes earth and plasters it 
on the walls of the hut, and she knows how 
to prepare it so that it can make a hard, 
smooth surface for the floor. 

If you were to take a walk with one of 
these women, she could give you a lesson 
in botany. She can point out plants, roots 
and herbs that can be used for sores, up­
set stomach and other ailments. She knows 
which fruit, plants and roots are good for 
food and which are not. Her keen eye will 
also spot a snake hanging in a tree or 
coiled up in the grass, although it might 
take you several minutes to spot the cam­
ouflaged snake even when she has told 
you where to look. 

Latent Ability 
There is latent ability in an African 

woman that can be aroused when Jeho­
vah's witnesses call and conduct a Bible 
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study with her. When she responds with 
the desire to know more about the true 
God and to share with others the knowl­
edge she gains from the study, she makes 
remarkable intellectual progress. If she is 
illiterate, as many are, she will apply her­
self in the reading and writing program 
carried on by the local congregation of 
Witnesses. ~Thether she is sixteen or sixty 
years of age, she is usually able to learn 
to read the Bible within a period of six 
months to a year. Before very long she is 
helping others to learn the life-giving 
truths contained in the Scriptures. 

When an African woman takes up the 
ministry as one of Jehovah's witnesses, 
she is able to overcome easily the problem 
of people who are too busy to listen to her. 
Usually two will call on a householder; and 
if the householder is busy plowing, hoeing, 
grinding maize, cooking sadza or doing 

some other household chore and honestly 
tells them that she has no time to listen, 
one of the women ministers will take over 
the work the woman is doing so she w ilJ 
be free to listen to what her companion 
has to say about God's Word. 

Although a woman's way of life in the 
African countryside may be very different 
from that of women elsewhere, she mani­
fests fine capabilities necessary for her 
way of life . Even if she is illiterate, she is 
not stupid. When she is given the incen­
tive and the opportunity to read and 
write. she does remarkably well. The rap­
idly increasing numbers of Jehovah's wit­
nesses among these women is clear testi­
mony to their latent abilities. To know 
them as I have and to see their zeaJ for 
Christian truths, after having been in­
structed in them, is a real inspiration. 

Greetings from Prison 
• A t raveling minister of Jehovah's witnesses 
in Greece relates the following: "We were 
making calls from house to house in a rural 
territory. At one home we met the house­
holder and his wife. When the Witness pre- -
senting the sermon mentioned studying the 
Bible, the man asked: 'Do you mean the 
Holy Scriptures?' Answering 'yes, ' my com· 
panion went on to give more explanatJon. The 
householder showed himself polite, offering 
to bring chairs for us to sit down. We contin· 
ued the discussion and learned that this 
man knew much about Bible truth, apparent· 
ly from some previous contact with Jehovah's 
witnesses. Out of curiosity, we asked him 
about the matter. 

"On leaving the Consulat e, however. he 
was arrested by security agents on the charge 
o! espionage. It seems that the Consulates 
were considered places of spying activity. 
Despite his efforts to prove his innocence, he 
was sentenced to fifteen years' impr isonment. 
While in prison he met quite a number of 
Jehovah's witnesses. Living with these Chris· 
tians all during his prison term, he learned 
many things about God's Word of truth. 

"When he finally was to be released, the 
Witnesses who were still confined told hirn 
that upon his return to Greece he would be 
called on by Jehovah's witnesses. They en· 
couraged him to accept further assistance and 
to associate with them. Also, they asked him 
to convey their love to their Christian broth­
ers when he met them. He was amazed to 
see his fellow pr isoners' words accomplished 
by the call we were now making. 

"He explained that because of holding 'left. 
ist' political beliefs in 1948, he had joined the 
ranks of guerrillas fighting the government. 
When the insurgency collapsed, he had re­
tired along with other fighters to Czechoslo· 
vakia, which is now behind the Iron Curtain. 
Nevertheless. missing his family, he tried 
to repatriate to Greece. He visited the Greek 
Consulate, but without success. 

"We thanked him for the love conveyed to 
us, and, after leaving a Bible-study aid with 
rJm, told him tha t we would assuredly give 

~. him further aid in understa nding the Holy 
• Scriptures." 
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WHEN you read the Bible accounts 
of the life of Jesus Christ you 

cannot help being impressed by the prom­
inence that he accorded to God's kingdom. 
The kingdom was the theme of his mes­
sage, as he himself said: "Also to other 
cities I must declare the good news of the 
kingdom of God, because for this I was 
sent forth." (Luke 4:43; 8:1) This expres­
sion, "the kingdom or God," is used some 
seventy times in the so-called New Testa­
ment. and in the four Gospels Jesus spoke 
of the Kingdom over 110 times. He con­
sidered it of such consequence that he 
taught his followers to pl·ay for God's 
kingdom to come and his will to be done 
on earth.-Matl. 6:9, 10. 

Since such importance is placed upon 
the kingdom of God, it is only proper that 
one should desire to know exactly what it 
is. To ascertain this, please locate your 
own copy of the Bible and turn in it to 
Isaiah chapter nine, verses six and seven. 
If yours is the Authorized or K ing James 
VeTsion you will notice that the prophecy 
about the promised ruler reads: "For unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: a nd his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase or his government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom." 

Notice that the rule of this promised 
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king is termed a "government." Yes, the 
kingdom of God is a government under 
the admini$tration of God's Son, who was 
foretold tn be the "seed" or descendant of 
the Judean King David. (Ps. 89:35-37; 
Jer. 23:5) Jesus Christ proved to be this 
promised one, even as God's angel an­
nounced before his birth: "This one wiU 
be great and will be called Son of the Most 
High; and Jehovah God wiU give him the 
throne of David his father, and he will 
rule as king over the house of Jacob for­
ever, and there will be no end of his king­
dom."-Luke 1:32, 33. 

Jesus Christ, however, was not to be an 
earthly king, sitting upon a material 
throne as did his forefather David. No, 
but after proving his wot· thiness to be 
king by keeping integrity to God's sovet'­
eignty until death, God raised him from 
the dead so as to rule from the heavens. 
(Ps. 2:6-8; 110:1, 2; Reb. 10:12, 13) Dw·­
ing his earthly ministry Jesus emphasized 
that the kingdom of God was to be heav­
enly. In fact, he told the Jewish high 
priest: "You will see the Son of man sit­
ting at the right hand of power and 
coming on the clouds of heaven."-Matt. 
26:64.. 

Since it is heavenly, God's kingdom 
therefore has no connections with the po­
litical governments of this WOJ'ld. Jesus 
explicitly told one worldJ y governor: "My 
kingdom is no part of this world. U my 
kingdom were part of this world, my at­
tendants would have fought that I should 
not be delivered up to the J ews. But, as i t 
is, my kingdom is not from this source." 
(John 18:36) On one occasion J esus with­
drew to an isolated place in order to avoid 
a popular draft to make him an earthly 
king.-John 6:15. 

Although Jesus Christ is the principal 
ruler in the kingdom of God, persons are 
taken from among humankind to join him 
in his Father's heavenly kingdom. (John 
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14:2, 3) Nineteen centuries ago when 
Jesus was finishing his earthly life, he 
indicated that he would take the first pros­
pective members of God's heavenly gov­
ernment into a covenant for that l<ing­
dom, saying to his faithful apostles: "I 
make a covenant with you, just as my 
Father has made a covenant with me, for 
a kingdom, that you may eat and drink at 
my table in my kingdom."- Luke 22:28-
30; 2 Tim. 4:18. 

What capacity, it may be asked, do 
these enjoy with Jesus in the kingdom of 
God? It is an exalted one, being privileged 
to share closely with Jesus in the work 
assigned by his Father. Describing those 
that are taken into the covenant "for a 
kingdom" and who prove faithful, the 
Bible says: "They will be priests of God 
and of the Christ, and will rule as kings 
with him for the thousand years." (Rev. 
20:6) Yes, those taken to heaven rule 
with Jesus Christ. They serve as kings 
and priests with him.-Rev. 3:21; 2 Tim. 
2:11, 12. 

However, Jesus indicated that there 
would be only a limited number that 
would be taken into the covenant "for a 
kingdom" to be rulers with him. He re­
ferred to them as only a "little flock." 
(Luke 12:32) Later, the resurrected Lamb 
of God, Jesus Christ, showed in a vision to 
the apostle John how many would be as­
sociated with him in the heavenly king­
dom. John wrote: "And I saw, and, look! 
the Lamb standing upon the Mount Zion, 
and with him a hundred and forty-four 
thousand having his name and the name 
of his Father written on their foreheads. 
And they are singing as if a new song 
before the throne ... and no one was able 
to master that song but the hundred 
and forty-four thousand, who have been 
bought from the earth."-Rev. 14:1, 3. 

This heavenly kingdom of God will as­
sure that God's will is done on earth, even 
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as is stated in the prayer Jesus taught his 
followers. (Matt. 6: 10) The appointed 
king Jesus Christ will see to it that the 
Kingdom's earthly subjects are blessed 
with peace, as the prophecy shows: "In 
his days the righteous one will sprout, and 
the abundance of peace until the moon is 
no more. And he will have subjects from 
sea to sea and from the River to the ends 
of the earth."- Ps. 72:7, 8; Isa. 11:6-9. 

In order for God's kingdom truly to 
bless righteously disposed peoples, this 
earth must be rid of all the selfish govern­
ments that have oppressed humankind for 
so long. And, happily, this will be accom­
plished! God's Word foretells: "In the days 
of these kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom, which shall never be de­
stroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left 
to other people, but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it 
shall stand for ever." (Da n. 2: 44, A V) 
Truly, the kingdom of God is mankind's 
only hope for lasting peace and happiness! 
With good reason Jesus Christ encour­
aged: "Keep on, then, seeking first the 
kingdom."- Matt. 6:33. 

(I J How is the importance off God's kingdom 
highlighted in the Bible? ( 2) What is it proper 
for us to wont to know, and what information 
does Isaiah's prophecy give? ( 3) Who proved 
to be God's promised ruler foretold in Bible 
prophecy? ( 4) How do we know that God 's 
kingdom is heavenly, and not earthly? ( 5) What 
evidence is the~e that the Kingdom has no con­
nection with political governments of this world? 
( 6) Will others from the earth be with Jesus 
in the heaven ly kingdom? (7) In what capac­
ity do those t·aken into the covenant "for a 
kingdom" serve? ( 8) How many persons are 
taken into the covenant "for a !dngdom" and 
enjoy heavenly life w i th Jesus Christ? ( 9) What 
purpose will God's kingdom accomplish 
toward the earth? ( 1 0) What will God's king­
dom do to all selfish human governments? So 
what encouragement of Jesus should we heed? 
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Abortion Epidemic 
~ The eighth conference of 
the International Planned Par· 
enthood FederatJon meeting in 
Santiago, Chile, April 12, was 
told that 15,000,000 to 20,000,· 
000 women undergo induced 
abortions each year to avoid 
unwanted pregnancies. The 
number of Illegal abortions 
was said to have reached the 
"epidemic" stage. At least a 
million and perhaps many 
more illegal abortions report­
edly are performed in the 
United States each year. Abor· 
tion was described as a major 
medical problem resulting in 
thousands of deaths among 
mothers every year. 

Catholic University Revolts 
~ America's only "pontilical" 
university, Catholic University, 
in Washington, D.C., chartered 
by Pope Leo XIII in 1889, is 
controlled by the Vatican 
through a board composed 
mostly of U.S. cardinals, arch· 
bishops and bishops. In mid· 
April the usually placid cam· 
pus of this university was 
engtt1lfed in a sea of placards 
that said: "Shame!" "Where 
Is Academic Freedom?" 
"Charles Curran-Martyr of 
the 20th Century Inquisition." 
Behind the protest placards 
were two issues, namely, aca­
demic freedom and birth con· 
trol. At the center of the 
controversy was Charles E. 
Curran, 33, a popular priest· 
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professor. He was fired by 
the school authorities, pre· 
sumably for his strong opposi· 
tlon to the Roman Catholic 
Church's ban on birth control. 
Most of the university's 6,600 
students and nearly all the 
400 .faculty members, mostly 
priests and nuns, voted to boy­
cott the university until Cur­
ran was reinstated. After five 
days of student demonstra­
tions, the school administra­
tors yielded. Curran was not 
only reinstated but promoted. 

Destructive Weather 
~Tornadoes a nd twisters 
raked scores of states from 
Honolulu to New Yorlt during 
April. A tornado struck the 
small community of Mountain 
View, south of Hilo, on Hawaii 
Island on April 21. Roofs of 
buildings were torn off. A Cali­
fornia Weather Bureau official 
told of a tornado's ripping 
through the central Joaquin 
Valley for the first time with­
in memory. On April 22 north· 
ern Tilinois was smashed by 
the worst tornado In its record­
ed history. Scores of persons 
were killed. Eighteen twisters 
carved a 175·mile path of de· 
struction through the state. 
Twisters wreaked death and 
destructio n in Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Iowa, Missouri, Ohio 
and Michigan. Buses were 
lifted off the ground, cars 
were crushed, trees toppled, 
houses and barns demolished. 

BUzzards swept through the 
Dakotas, accompanied by hur­
ricane winds, causing snow­
drifts five .feet high in places. 

"One Big Family" 
~ Following a recent t ornado 
that struck near Chicago, 
there was e:x'tensive devasta­
tion. Some of Jehovah's wit­
nesses lived in the affected 
area, and concerning the 
events that took place shortly 
after the storm a n eyewitness 
reports : "Saturday was a buzz 
of activity as Jehovah's wit­
nesses acted as one big family 
and came to help the affected 
families. They repaired homes 
and cleared debris. Fortunate­
ly no one was injured. Many 
of their Christian brothers 
called from all over the Chi­
cago area to see if they could 
aid in any way. 

"To prevent sightseers from 
entering struck areas, the mi­
litia guarded the streets ... 
It was interesting to note that 
a ca.r group of Witnesses drove 
up to the entranceway to ask 
permission to enter as they 
were going to their congre­
gation meeting. They did not 
have the opportunity to say 
a word, because the guard 
asked, 'Jehovah's wih1esses?' 
They said, 'Yes,' and he waved 
them on .... Yes, they knew 
that our Christian brothers 
were not going for the pur­
pose of sight-seeing and loot­
ing the unfortunate." 

Lutheran U rges RebeUlon 
~ A top Lutheran church offi­
cial, Donald D. Moyer, execu­
tive secretary of the Board of 
Home Missions of the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Synod of the 
Lutheran Church in America, 
on April 2, called on young 
people to "rebel with a cause 
in a Christian rebellion" for 
changes in the church. The 
minister, speaking to more 
than 300 young people, said: 
"Somebody has got to do 
something about our church. 
I'm calling on you: Riot, dem· 
onstrate, rebel. I'm serious." 
But the appeal did not create 
much of a sth·. 
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U.N. "Punci1drunl<'' 
~ New Zealand's chief dele­
gate to the United Nations, 
Frank Corr:e:. said the world 
body was in a very shaky con­
dition. Its present "is a very 
shaky present. It is groggy, it 
is punchdrunk, it is almost 
paralysed," Corner told re­
porters. The Russians, he said, 
had been fighting for twenty· 
two years to make sure the 
United Nations did not do any­
thing that the Soviet Union 
did not want, while the Afro· 
Asian majority was pressing 
the world body with demands 
to solve their problems quick­
ly and by force if necessary. 
"This is a very dangerous de· 
mand with very considerable 
implications for the whole 
future of t he United Nations 
and indeed for the peace of 
Africa," Corner said. 

Smallpox P lague 
~ F ifteen of India's seventeen 
states have been plagued by 
smallpox and some 4,000 peo­
ple have died of the disease 
since .January. In the :first 
three months of this year, In· 
dia's Health Ministry said that 
18,000 cases of smallpox were 
reported, compared with 9,000 
for the same period last year. 

Science and Go1l 
~ Modern science has made 
it "easier to prove the exis­
tence of God than it used to 
be," so declared a noted 
French philosopher, Claude 
Tresmontant. He said that 
growing scientific knowledge 
about the universe shows there 
is creative will and intelli­
gence behind it. Those who 
find no place for God in their 
philosophy, Professor Tres­
montant said, must be pre­
pared to affirm that mindless, 
inanimate matter "has been 
able to organize itself, to be­
come animate, and to endow 
itself with consciousness and 
thought.'' "If matter is to be 
looked at in this way, it has 
to be credited with very great 
resources," he said. "For mat-
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ter to have been able, on its 
own, to invent biological evo­
lution, which has constantly 
tended throughout the ages 
toward the creation of ever 
more complex and differenti­
ated organisms, endowed with 
bigger brains and an ·ever 
greater. degree of conscious­
ness, I maintain that it must 
be gifted with great wisdom 
and incomparable genius." In 
fact, if the material universe 
is to be regarded as the only 
reality, "matter must be cred­
ited with all the attributes 
that theologians specify as be· 
longing to God," including su· 
preme intelligence, creative 
power and eternal, autono· 
m ous existence . Professor 
Tresmontant concluded that 
the concept of God is not an 
outworn survival of primitiv­
ism, nor a wish projection to 
which the weak and fright· 
ened cling for comfort, but an 
"eminently reasonable" inter. 
pretation of the facts that 
modern science has estab­
lished about the history and 
knowledge of the universe. 

.Military Coup in Greece 
~ For months there has been 
a struggle for power within 
Greece. T he Greek monarchy, 
represented by young King 
Constantine, formed one side 
of the controversy. The other 
was represented by the aging 
former Premier, George Pa­
pandreou. The Greek army, 
the monarchy's traditional 
support, observed the struggle 
closely. In mid-April the army 
in a surprise move overthrew 
the Greek government and in· 
stalled an anny-backed dicta· 
torship. A curfew, censorship 
and other restrictions descend­
ed on Greece. Nine days after 
the tanks rolled out of the 
armored center to impose a 
military government upon 
Greece, King Constantine, 
wearing the uniform of a 
general, appeared in public 
with the army personnel at a 
Greek Orthodox Easter cele· 
bration. 

The World Mourns 
~ Former Chancellor Konrad 
Adenauer of West Germany 
died in his sleep on April 19. 
He was 91 years old. His 
funeral was attended by many 
world dignitaries. 

On April 26 tens of thou­
sands of Russians passed the 
fiower·decked bier of Col. 
Vladimir M. Komarov, the 
Soviet astronaut who was 
killed on his descent from a 
24-hour flight in space. 

Vitamin Needs Vary 
~ Daily requirements for 
such food factors as vitamin C 
seem to vary greatly in indi· 
victuals, said Dr. Roger J. Wil­
liams, a specialist on vitamins 
from the University of Texas. 
To overlook or lgnore this 
variabili ty "is not a minor 
flaw in medical research," said 
Dr. Williams. "By avoidance 
of individuality in human 
needs, possibly in an attempt 
to keep their science pure, 
medical scientists are over­
looking and failing to develop 
a set of major weapons 
against disease.'' The Food 
and Drug Administration's de· 
sire to protect the public 
against charlatans and frauds 
is laudable, said the scientist. 
"But when they go so far as 
to hold that food supplements 
are valueless 'for the average 
person' they are yielding to an 
unscientific taboo.'' 

Cheating the People 
~ The American people today, 
as well as people of many na­
tions, a re being cheated out 
of their savings by continuous 
inflation. At the end of the 
year 1966, individuals in 
America had an estimated 
$770.000,000,000 in savings of 
one kind or another. But each 
price rise of one percent has 
reduced the purchasing power 
of these savings by $7,700,000,· 
000. Last year the cost of liv­
ing went up by 3.3 percent, 
which meant a loss of $25,000,· 
000,000 to the nation's savers. 
During the past fifteen years. 
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the purchasing power of the 
dollar has been curtailed by 
20 percent, which means that 
Americans have an 80-cent 
dollar if the do!Iar of 1952 is 
viewed as worth 100 cents. 
Each $1,000 set aside in 1952 
has lost $200 in buying power. 

Blood down the Drain 
~ Almost one-third of all the 
blood collected in the United 
States "is dumped down the 
sink," said Dr. James N. 
Stengle, who is chief of the 
National Blood Resources pro· 
gram at the National Hear t 
Institute. A survey showed 
that 1,800,000 pints of the 
6,400,000 pints collected in 
1965 "were wasted through 
out-dating,'' Dr. Stengle de· 
clared. 

Transfusion Deaths 
~ The National Health Ser· 
vice in Santiago, Chile, began 
a serious investigation to de· 
termine the causes of the 
death of three minors who 
perished recently when they 

were submitted to a blood 
transfusion. Commenting on 
the tragedy, Dr. Norberto Es· 
pinosa is quoted as having de· 
r lared: "It is common that 
violent reactions are produced 
in transfusions . .. This hap· 
pens in all parts of the world." 

"A N jce Little War" 
~ Senator J. W. Fulbright 
was reported to have said, on 
May 4, that some leading 
American Congressmen, sup· 
porters of the Vietnam war, 
were influenced by their in· 
terest in booming defense in· 
dustries in their home states. 
The report was carried by 
Newsday, a Garden City, Long 
Island, daily. It quoted Ful· 
bright as having said that 
some government officials re· 
garded the Vietnam conflict 
as "a nice little war-not too 
much killing but a big help to 
the economy.'' 

Tax Delillquents 
~ The Internal Revenue Ser· 
vice in America reported that 

there was a sharp increase in 
tax delinquents last year, that 
federal tax delinquencies 
jumped 12 percent, to $1,416,· 
000,000. Employers' failing to 
remit amounts withheld on 
employee income taxes, Social 
Security and other levies was 
termed "particularly disturb· 
ing" by the federal agency. 

Book Most Often Stolen 
~ One of the Ten Command· 
ments says: "You must not 
steal." (Ex. 20: 15) Yet a sur· 
vey of Raleigh's, North Caro· 
lina, bookstores revealed that 
the Bible is the book most 
often stolen, year after year. 
"Isn't it ironic?" said a man· 
ager of the book department 
of a large store. A saleswoman 
at the Baptist Book Store said 
more Bibles are stolen when 
the store takes books to con· 
ventions than during regular 
store hours. "It's strange," she 
said, "since most of the people 
at the conventions are minis· 
ters." Maybe that isn't so 
strange after all. 
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Why should I? you might ask. For one reason, 
because the Bible says: "Test the inspired expres­
sions to see whether they originate with God." 
One way to do this is to read the Bible yourself 
- see what God's Word has to say. Firsthand 
knowledge of the Bible is certain to equip you 
better to know good from bad. Read the modern­
English New World Translation of the Holy 
Scriptu'res for the most comprehensive under­
standing. This complete Bible is only $1. Send 
today. 
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