
Do you really believe that our times are urgent? 
The constant increase in crime, the uncontrolled 
student riots, the increasing racial violence, the 
unceasing revolutionary changes in national gov­
ernments, the persistent threat of world war-do 
you believe that these are unprecedented dangers, 
peculiar to our times? Do you believe that selfish­
ness is on the increase, that morality is on the 
decrease, that lack of self-control is growing, that 
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love of goodness is gradually fading out? Just get 
out your Bible and turn to 2 Timothy 3 :1-5. Read 
it. That is how urgent the Bible says our times 
are. Protect yourself and your family. Read 
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and Awake! 
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THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE 

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our times must 
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. "Awake!" has no fetters. It recognizes 
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by pol itical ties; it is unham­
p ered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of "Awake!" is not narrow, but is international. "Awake!" has its 
own corresponden ts in scores of nations. Its articles ore read in many lands, in many 
languages, by millions of person s. 

In every issue " Awake!" presents vi tal topics on which you should be informed. It 
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems o.f everyday life. Current news from every continent posses in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and com merce about which 
y;:,u shou ld kn ow. Straightforward discussions of rel i gious issues o ler~ you to matters of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of crea ti on, practica l 
sciences and points of human inl·erest are all embraced in its coverage. " Awake!" pro­
vides wholesome, insrructive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awa!t.e !" pledges i:self to righteous priilcip les, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and streng thening those 
disheartened by the fai lures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish­
ment of God's righteous new o rder in this generation. 

Get ocquoint·ed with "Awake!" Keep awake by reading "Awoke!" 
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is already the hour for you to awa ke." 
-Romons \ 3:11 

, ; ! ume XLVIII Brooklyn, N.Y., May 8, 1967 Number 9 
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GREAT is the harm be- -.s mse 
ing done by those . 1f1D • -1111-

··ho seek to destroy the as "1VIVe ..JI.JI_ a s J••s fL 
_-..ftuence of the Bible as 
:_,e Word of God. In doing so they have 
~used many persons to lose faith in the 
3 .ole as well as respect for Bible princi­
,;:es, which are not only just but also wise, 
:::aking for good relations be tween man 
,:;...';d man and between God and man. 

For example, there is the matter of be­
;:g impartial. According to the dictionary, 
..:::partial means "not favoring one more 
·:-.an another; treating all alike; not par-
.3J"; that is, "not biased or prejudiced in 
J.':or of one person, group or side, and so 

. :.lh." To be impartial is to be fair, just. 
Throughout the Bible this guiding prin­

_;:!e of impartiality is stressed. Why? Be­
::.-l.Se of the human tendency to show fa­
'::"itism or partiality. Therefore, time and 
:..~!n the Bible points out that God is im­
~ .:..'"t:ial: "Jehovah ... is the God of gods 

. . , who treats none with partiality." 
' ith Jehovah our God there is no un­

.. _;hteousness or partiality." "God is not 
:- 2... ial." "There is no partiaiity with God." 
_- ;;~. he "judges impartially."- Deut. 10: 
: - 2 Chron. 19:7; Acts 10:34; Rom. 2: 
::..:. 1 Pet. 1 :17. 

And consistently, Jehovah God urges 
c::;.:ut iality upon his human creatures. 
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Thus he commanded by his prophet Mo­
ses: "You people . . . must not treat the 
lowly with partiality, and you must not 
prefer the person of a great one." "You 
must not be partial in judgment. You 
should hear the little one the same as the 
great one." Yes, all were to receive justice. 
How different from the way laws often 
are applied today!-Lev. 19:15; Deut . 
1:17. 

In the same vein the disciple James 
counsels Christians: "My brothers, you 
are not holding the faith of our Lord J e­
sus Christ, our glory, with acts of favor~ 
itism, are you? Yet you look with favor 
upon the one \vearing the splendid cloth­
ing and say: 'You take this seat here in a 
fine place,' and you say to the poor one: 
'You keep standing,' or: 'Take that seat 
there under my footstool,' you have class 
distinctions among yourselves . . . But if 
you continue showing favoritism, you are 
working a sin."--Jas. 2 :1, 3, 4, 9. 

One might be tempted not to be impar­
tial but to show favoritism to another be­
cause of that one's having the same skin 
color, or being of the same nationality or 
even because of being of the same sex . 
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Included also is blood relationship. It is 
very easy to show favoritism to one's rela­
tives at the expense of ethers. This kind 
of favoritism or partiality is termed nep­
otism1 and concerning it The Centu1·y 
Dictionary states: "Favoritism shown to 
nephews and other relatives; patronage 
bestowed in consideration of family rela­
tionship and not of merit. The word was 
invented to characterize the propensity of 
the popes and other high ecclesiastics in 
the Roman Catholic Church to aggrandize 
their families by exorbitant grants or 
favors to nephews or relatives.'' 

Because of human weakness and in­
herited imperfection we all must ever be 
on guard against yielding to the tempta­
tion to show favoritism or partiality be­
cause of a biased viewpoint. In fact, it is 
well to 'lean over backwards,' as the say­
ing goes, to make certain that one is not 
yielding to this tendency, for it is so easy 
to do so u.11wittingly. One should, there­
fore, continually remind himself that it is 
wrong, unjust. Helping to guard against 
unjust partiality is empathy. Putting our­
selves in the place of others will help us 
to deal with them impartially. How would 
we feel if we were being denied that which 
is our just due simply because we were 
of a different skin color, a different na­
tionality or of another blood relationship? 

Helping us to be impartial is the "golden 
rule" that Jesus gave : "Just as you want 
men to do to you, do the same way to 
them." (Luke 6: 31) There is no gainsay­
ing the justice of that rule. But there is 
also another good reason for cur striving 
to be impartial and that is that being im­
part ial is the course of wisdom. When we 
show favoritism to another, ignoring jus­
tice and merit, we are worl{ing against 
that one's best interests. How so? In that 
by giving him more than is his just due 
we are encouraging selfishness. 
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But, chiefly, failure to be impartial can 
result in building up resentment in others, 
for one of the hardest things for the hu­
man heart to endure is the feeling of be­
ing unjustly treated. All who have posi­
tions of oversight, such as schoolteachers, 
managers and foremen, and overseers of 
Christian congregations, therefore, need to 
exercise care lest they permit personal 
considerations and preferences to influ­
ence their treatment of those over whom 
they are placed. All such will do well to 
reflect on the importance of a fine spirit 
of cooperation in getting things accom­
plished, which spirit is not likely to pre­
vail unless they preside over others in an 
impartial manner. 

In particular must parents who have a 
number of children exercise care to treat 
all their children impartially, not treating 
any unfairly as a result of favoring one. 
Failure to do so can result in harm. 

Of course, this does not mean that an 
overseer or a parent may not have more 
affection for one than for another. T'ne 
apostle John describes himself as the one 
for whom Jesus had special affection. But 
there was no injustice in this; the others 
were not slighted or treated unfairly as a 
result of ·~his bond of special affection. 
That Jesus was above showing unkind par­
tiality can be seen from the fact that, 
while John was the one for whom he had 
a special fondness, he gave the keys of 
the kingdom to Peter, even though Peter 
doubtless time and again tried Jesus be­
cause of his impulsiveness.-John 13:6-
10,23. 

Yes, being impartial, avoiding the show­
ing of favoritism because of bias, is not 
only just but also wise. It avoids corrupt­
ing some, even as it precludes nurturing 
resentment in others. Not without good 
reason does the Bible counsel us to imitate 
God in being impartiaL- Matt. 5:44-48. 
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\ FRENCH wom­
_--1_ an in the hamlet 
: : Saint-Fraimbault 
.:...""0\Yned herself in De­
:e.::nber of 1964 because 
~e firmly believed that 
:::e had been lool<ed at 
__ .- a person with an "evil 
~~·e." and a farmer hanged 
.:!..rnself in the same locali­
-: · for the sa.ine reason. In 
_:e United States, during the 
~~50's, dissatisfied workers 
.=.. a factory ·were forced by gangsters to 
-:ay at their jobs out of fear of a man 
:_:ought to have an "evil eye." In 1934 the 
~.:mdon Dai ly EX}Ytess reported that a man 
.::: England was slowly wasting away be­
-use of the spell of an "evil eye." Doc-

!'S were unable to diagnose the cause of 
::...s illness or effect a cure. These and 
=:any other reported incidents involving 
..... ::? "evil eye" reveal that the fear of it 
:-__ t plagued the ancients is still present 

.:.. this twentieth century. 
Central American Indians believe that 

_ ;lerson with an "evil eye" can cause ill­
:::c.:,-s by admiring a child or by looking at 
; Sxedly. In Mexico it !s called mal ojo 
.:.d is believed there to cause no end of 
s:..:'!'ering and unpleasant happenings. In 
.: .:::y it is called malocchio) and the one 

.::o is thought to have an "evil eye" 
..=2re is called a jettatO're. Many stories 
~told about the terrible things that hap­
-~ after he has "overlooked" someone. As 

. esult, fear of a jettatryre is common 
-=Jng Italians. 

: : is believed that an "evil eye" can 
_..:...<:e bodily injury, illness, poverty, loss 
: d ections, loss of property and even 

c:..:-..:;.ili. In an African town there was a man 
the name of Elzanan who was reported 

_ ::ave killed eighty persons in the space 
nvo years by means of the "evil eye." 

-=-=:.ther report claims that a seventeenth-
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century witch caused the person escorting 
her to jail to foam at the mouth and to 
jump up and down by casting an "evil 
eye" on him . 

While the use of the "evil eye," called 
"overlooking" and also "fa3cination," is 
usually with malicious intent, it is be­
lieved that many persons have the power 
of the "evil eye" without being aware of 
it and others "fascinate" things involtm­
tarily. In his book The .Evi l Eye, Frederick 
Elworthy states: "It has also been fully 
believed, both in ancient and modern 
times, that many persons by the glance of 
their eyes have caused injurious effects, 
without their consent and even against 
their will, so that in some cases mothers 
would not venture to expose their infants 
to the look of their own fo.fuers." There 
is the story of a farmer in Eng~and whose 
"evil eye" is said to have involtmtarily 
caused the death of his own cattle. 

Pope Pius IX had the reputation of be­
ing a jettatore because misfortune seemed 
to accompany him wherever he went and 
came upon whatever he blessed. When he 
went to a place to hold a great festival, 
the floor collapsed. When he visited the 
column to the Madonna in the Piazza di 
Spagna and blessed it as well as the work­
men there, a workman fell from the scaf­
fold that very day and was killed. When 
he arranged to meet the king of Naples at 
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Porto d' Anzio, a violent storm came up 
that lasted for a week. His successor, Pope 
Leo XIII, was also regarded as having an 
"evil eye" because of the large number of 
cardinals that died during his pontificate. 

Children are regarded as being especial­
ly susceptible to the "evil eye," and so it 
is customary to make a certain statement 
to counter the malign effects of the "evil 
eye" when praise or admiration is given 
a child or when a compliment is given a 
person. The statement, of course, varies 
with nationalities. In Italy, it is: "No evil 
eye take effect." The pagan Romans said: 
"Fend evil, I should say." When admira­
tion was given a baby in nineteenth­
century Russia, the precautionary state­
ment, "God save the mark,'' was made. 

An Ancient Fear 
Fear of the "evil eye" permeates the 

history of just about every nation. El­
worthy states : "The belief that there is 
power of evil working which is ejaculated 
upon any object it beholds, has existed in 
all times and in all countries .. .. The en­
lightened call it superstition; but it holds 
its sway over the people of many coun­
tries, savage as well as civilised, and must 
be set down as one of the hereditary and 
instinctive convictions of manl~ind." 

Evidence of it appears on the earliest 
monuments found in Babylonia. The Bab­
ylonians believed that sorcerers and witch­
es were masters of it and could, by means 
of it, bring misfortune to whomever they 
"overlooked." Under its infl.~ence they 
thought nothing could prosper, that the 
rain would not fall, the grass would not 
grow, the domestic animals would cease 
bearing offspring and a woman would be­
come barren. 

In ancient Rome special laws were en­
acted against injury to crops from "over­
looking," and in Egypt an amulet called 
the "Eye of Osiris" was used as a protec-
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tion against it. The mys::c ~: ·'= - 2 -~·_:::: 

by the living and the dead as a:: c_::-.t::~: 
and appeared painted on walls. The E:rus­
cans, Phoenicians, Greeks and Romans al­
so wore carved eyes on necklaces as wer 
as on gems. 

In Mexico today, the ojo de venado) or 
eye of the deer, is worn as a protective 
charm against the "evil eye." The chal'rr. 
is made from a tree seed, such as a large 
acorn, and is painted to represent the eye 
of a deer. It is sold throughout Mexico 
in markets and by street vendors. 

In India the custom is to put lamp blac~ 
on one's eyelids in the belief that thi£ 
will protect a person from the "evil eye .. 
as well as make his eyes incapable of il> 
voluntarily casting it. Some Hindu pea~­

ants also have had the custom of protect­
ing their crops from it by setting out a 
black pot painted with a white cross o!' 
with the mystical swastika. 

Phallic Amulets and Gestures 
In all ages phallic amulets have beer. 

regarded as a powerful protection agains: 
the "evil eye." They were worn on one's 
person or suspended in the home. In fact. 
phalli were carved on the exterior o: 
buildings for protection, as can be seen i:: 
the ruins of Pompeii. Because the ancien: 
sex worshipers regarded the phallus, th:c 
male organ, as the symbol of life, they bE­
lieved that replicas of i t could protect e 
person and his home from "fascination" b:· 
a person with an "evil eye." 

Up to the nineteenth century man;; 
women and children in Naples wore amu. 
lets to protect themselves from the ''ev_ 
eye," and they were exactly like the ph<L­
lic amulets worn by their pagan ancesto~. 
One of the amulets that is still in use Lo 
the phallic hand-a clenched fist with tl:= 
thumb pointing downward while thrus­
between the middle and index finger. Ita.:-
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-~.s call it amano in ,firo." An idol with 
·:_s phaliic hand fastened to a phallus was 
_.:·~d in the first-century ruins of Hercu-
2":~\..h'11, near Naples. A gesture with the 
-=-~d in this position or with the middle 
....:.;er extended from a closed fist, being 
:-:presentative of the phallus, has been 
_ ~ga:-ded as being protective against the 
=•·il eye." So also is the gesture called 
:ano cornuta/' in which the index and 

_:Je fingers are extended from a closed 
::s-: in imitation of horns. 

Wearing an amulet shaped like a loath­
~: rne creature has been regarded as pro­
:ective against the "evil eye" because it 
~ supposed to detract its power. Hideous 
:::asks and carved ugly faces served the 
sa..rne purpose. The devices upon the hel­
:r.ets and shields of warriors were origi­
:.E.liy regarded as a protection against the 

e\·il eye" of an adversary because it was 
:::ought that the first glance was the most 
.::jurious, and so, if it fell on some dis­
::-acting object, the person would be safe. 

7'/ie Fear Has Basis in Fact 
Although it is evident that many of the 

~.Jries about the "evil eye" are the result 
:: superstitious imaginations, there un­
:..:ubtedly is a concrete basis for this 

-:ctespread fear. This is indicated by the 
: ::.::t that it spread from ancient Babylon, 
-~~ich was the fountainhead of the occult 
::....-.s. Babylon's sorcerers were noted for 
:;:ring spells, it being common for the 
_: :cerer to make an image of the desired 
.::im. But an image of the victim was 

=:: always necessary. In his book The Re­
_, ern of Babylonia and Assyria, Morris 

,; ....:;u-ow, Jr., reports : 
Witches could invoke the demons at 

:..::~ir will and bring such persons as they 
_::.se within the demons' power. Various 
=.:ms were at their disposal for bringing 
....:...s about. The glance of a witch's 'evil 
=- :: was supposed to have great power. 

.::..:.i' 8, 1961 

Terrible were the sufferings of the one on 
whom a witch threw the glance that kept 
the person under her spell.''-Pp. 267, 268. 

Uncanny powers strange to modern 
science and unexplained by it do exist . 
The Holy Bible speaks of "uncanny pow­
er." (1 Sam. 15:23) Regarding uncanny 
power, Elworthy obsarved: "The more we 
study with unbiased mind the subjects 
which are called occult, the more evident 
will it become even to the least advanced 
or enlightened amongst us, that there is 
a whole world of facts, oparations, and 
conditions, with which out· human senses 
and powers of comprehension are quite 
incapable of dealing." 

The Bible identifies the source of un­
canny power as spirit creatures who fol­
lowed Satan in his rebellion against man's 
Creator. (Jude 6; 1 Tim. 4: 1) Since the 
days of Babylon, these self-demonized an­
gels have been making their power evident 
through the magical arts. Individuals in 
close contact with the demons, whom the 
Bible calls spiritists, have been able to 
do amazing things, such as perform feats 
of extrasensory perception or levitation. 
(Rev. 22:15) That spiritists have been 
able to cause misfortune to people by 
means of spells is made evident by the 
Bible at Deuteronomy 18: 11, where it con­
demns sorcerers or those 'who bind oth· 
ers with a spell.' In the book Evidence of 
Satan in the Modem World, Leon Cristiani 
states: "Spells ... are effective, and they 
owe their efficacy to demonic forces.'' 

The fact that fear of the "evil eye" has 
had a strong grip upon people of all na­
tions for thousands of years is because 
there have been persons in close contact 
with the demons who could cast spells by 
means of their eyes. The malicious actions 
of such persons keep alive the fear of the 
"evil eye" and cause people to imagine 
that every mishap or ailment is due to it, 
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thus attributing more to it than is often 
warranted. 

No Need to Few· the "Evil Eye" 
The liberating truths of God's Word 

have freed true Christians from fear oi 
the "evil eye." They have the assu1·ance 
that Jehovah God, who is mightier by far 
t.han any form of evil, is with them. His 
Word assures those 
who trust in him 

that "the angel of J ehovah is camping all 
a.·ound those feari.ng him."-Ps. 34: 7. 

The good eyes of the Almighty God are 
upon the righteous, and the promise is 
made that "he will not take a\·:ay his eyes 
f1'om anyone r ighteous." Morecver, " the 
eyes of Jehovah al'e in every place, keep­
ing watch upon the bad ones and the 
good ones." (Job 36 :7; Prov. 15:3) So 

f ear Jehovah God, 

that "Jehovah him­
self will guard you 
against all calamity. 
He will guard yollr 
soul. Jehovah him­
self will guard your 

NEXT lSSUE 
not the "evil eye." If 
one yields to the fear 
of the "evil eye," 
giving in to it in 
some degree, one is 
putting h imself in a 

Your Freedom to Choose 
Medical Treatment 

Endangered ! 

going out and your coming in from now on 
and to time indefinite." (Ps. 121:7, 8 ) 
Having such a mighty guard~~m, why 
should a Christian ever delude himself into 
imagini11g that he needs an amulet or a 
charm or a phallic gesture to protect him 
from evil? Instead he can say : "Jehovah 
is my light and my salvation. Of whom 
shall I be in fear? Jehovah is the strong­
hold of my life . Of whom shall I be in 
dread ?"-Ps. 27: 1. 

No matter how frightening the many 
stories may be about the "evil eye" and 
no matter how many people in the Iocru 
community may wear amulets, paint mys­
tical signs on their homes. repeat the pre­
scribed sayings when admiring something 
a person has and use protective gestures, 
a t rue Christian will not share their fear. 
He will not think calamity will come upon 
h im because someone reputed to haYe au 
"evil eye" looks at him. Even if the per­
son is active in occult practices and may 
actually have the power to cast a spell by 
means of the ey~, the faithful Christian 
will not fear him, because he has Jeho­
vah's protection. He will go about h is daily 
affairs with a sense of security, knowing 

s 

dangerous position. 
So do not give in to the fear of the "evil 
eye" in any degree. After all, whose eyes 
are the more powedul-1 he eyes of a 
spiritist or the eyes of Almighty God? 
Have fai •h in the more powel'ful eyes of 
Jehovah God, and remember what God 
caused to be recorded : "There is no un­
lucky sp~ll against Jacob, nor any divi­
nation again:;t Israel."- Num. 23 :16, 23. 

It is, of course, wise to avoid association 
with those who are spiritists and who go 
in for the "evil eye." It is wise also not 
to accept objects f rom a known spiritist, 
since t hose who accept such articles or ob­
jects may be cooperatin:;, though unwit­
tingly, with the sorcerer in t he casting of 
a spell, g iving the demons a beachhead. 

Whether people in the localit y where 
one lives fear the "evil eye" because of 
superstition and imaginative tales or be­
cause of personal kn owledge abou t 
demon-controlled persons who have ac­
tually cast spells by it, a Christian who 
puts on ''the complete suit of armor frorr 
God" can feel secure. (Eph. 6:10-18) He 
can confidently say to God: "Even thougr. 
I walk in the valley of deep shadow, I fea. 
nothing bad, for you arc with me."-P~, 
23:4. 
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A LAI\J) with half the area of the 
_J._ United States and almost n~o and a 
~~f times its population; a land where the 
~Pulalion of 489 million humans and 250 

...... Jlon catUe increases vastly each year ; 
-d yet a land in which mass starvation 

--..ses a conlinuing probJem- this is India. 
::._spite the millions of dollars and millions 

ons of surplus foods from other lands 
-~· have been funneled into the country 
~ing the past decade, India is still a land 
.:w1ger and U1e prospect that the worst 

~ s:ill ahead haunts her people. 
: · is true that since independence from 
: British was gained in 1947 tremen­
...s strides have been made in the fields 
.:ducation and technology. There is a 

_ ""ing eagerness for learning and ad· 
__ :ernent. However, 80 percent of the 

;.!e are still illiterate, and millions of 
_dfen cannot be spared from lhe ardu­

- :.abors necessary to el->e out family ex-
..E::'~e. And for those privileged to get 

t: education there is Jittle hope that 
:.:J:t> will be enough jobs to go around 

-Z't they do graduate. 
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Meantime, with all the efforts at educa­
t ion and industrialization, people go hun­
gry, millions subsisting on one meager 
meal each day. Evidences of malnutrition 
and emaciation are seen on every hand. 
Hundreds of thousands of families have 
been reduced to selling, for a pittance, 
precious heir looms, farm implements and 
other possessions. Food is now the pri­
mary concern. 

Some Facts of the Situation 
People in othel' lands may suspect that 

press descriptions of India's present state 
are purposely written in sensational terms, 
and that, in fact, things are not as bad 
as they are painted. However, last May 
some opposition members in India's Par­
liament claimed that six million persons in 
the one State of Orissa were affected by 
famine, and one million of these were des­
perately struggling to keep alive. Half a 
million had migrated to the cities, while 
hundreds had already succumbed to star­
vation. People were eking out an existence 
by eating seeds and flowers, while emaci­
ated children wandered t hrough the vil­
lage streets. 

A member or the Legislative Assembly 
described conditions he ,,·itnessed during 
a tvvelve-day tour. In one area 10 to 15 
percent of the people had kept going for 
six or seven days at a stretch by eating 
boiled leaves and roots. And from Andhra 
Prc:.desh came reports t hat in an area of 
98,000 square miles, twenty-five million 
people are face to face with famine. 
Drought has resulted in a loss of 2,000 
million rupees in agricultural produce. In 
Maharashtra 16,000 villages are famine­
affected. Indeed, reports from practically 
every state add up to the reaHzation that 
the whole country is in the throes of a 
food crisis. 

It may seem incredible to the Westerner 
that anyol!e should have to live on about 



ten cents a day. Yet that is what millions 
of India's people have to do. They are un­
derfed and undernourished, for the vast 
majority live on rice alone, without addi­
tion of proteins, fats and other vital food 
elements. And for all the 250 million cattle 
in the land, India's children, for the most 
part, never drink a glass of milk. Many of 
the cows are diseased and of poor quality. 

There are other manifestations of the 
crisis in this land of hunger. Multitudes of 
sickly children, who should be in school, 
are to be seen engaging in laborious jobs. 
Long lines of people wait patiently at 
stores where grain is sold, hoping there 
will still be some left when their turn to 
be served comes. Beggars infest the towns 
and cities. Cases of suicide are mounting. 
A father will administer poison to his en­
t ire family and then kill himself, unable 
to stand the strain of watching them grad­
ually go into decline and die from lack of 
nourishment. 

The Reasons Behind the Problem 
What lies behind this worsening prob­

lem of India's mUlions? The stark and ba­
sic fact is that the land cannot provide 
sufficient food for its present population, 
and yet each year India's population is in­
creased by as many people as live in New 
York city. To meet this increase the rice 
crop would have to be stepped up by one 
million tons a year for the next fifteen 
years. Yet the output often suffers a 
decrease. 

Dependent as they are on the plentiful 
rains of the monsoon season, two years of 
reduced rainfall have left Indian farmers 
in a sorry plight. The 1965 drought alone 
resulted in a shortage of thirteen million 
tons of grain. Cyclones and tidal waves 
have also taken their toll. On the east 
coast rice crops, sugarcane and coconut 
trees were damaged to the tune of ten 
million rupees. Imagine the ruin to crops 

10 

when salt seawater, dr iven by the winds, 
inundated wide areas under cultivation! 

Other factors contributing to the food 
crisis can also be noted. Rodents and other 
pests annually eat up 10 percent of the 
country's grain supplies. Human pests, too, 
namely, black marketeers, produce artifi­
cial shortages by hoarding grain until a 
price rise is forced, and by that time the 
poor are unable to meet the price demand­
ed. Human selfishness enters the dismal 
picture in other ways too, such as when 
955 bags of grain from the United States 
were dumped into the sea during a port 
crisis in Calicut. Keeping a large border 
army on the alert also costs India plenty of 
food. Thousands of soldiers, formerly 
farmers subsisting on one meal a day, now 
receive three good meals each day-good 
for them, but another serious drain upon 
the nation's food resources. Government, 
too, has come in for sharp criticism by 
reason of its tardiness in taking steps to 
stave off the hunger threat. 

Climatic condi tions and maladministra­
tion, however, are not tota1ly responsible 
for India's famine. The mental attitude of 
the people, built up by religious teaching 
over the centuries, must bear a sizable 
share of the blame. Hinduism teaches 
"karma," that is, whatever one suffers or 
possesses in this life is due to his works in 
a previous life; and "dharma," the grace 
one obtains if he passively accepts his 
present fate. So poor Indians have come 
to accept hunger, disease and poverty as 
their predestined lot in life, one that is 
inescapable. This, in turn, has led to a 
lack of initiative, slothfulness and indif­
ference to their own plight. 

Then, too, there is the Hindu traditior. 
that cows are descended from the cow­
goddess and are therefore sacred. Thw; 
some 185 million of India's cattle popula· 
tion are viewed as "holy cows," cows tha: 
may not be slaughtered for meat or trea:. 
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.:d as ordinary cattle, cows tha l fanatical 
?.indus will protect with their lives if need 
oe. And in their millions these "holy" ani­
:nals are permitted to roam unchecked 
:hrough a land that is not producing 
enough food for its human population. 

Coping with the Problem 
People of other nations have not been 

:ndifferent to the food crisis in India. Free 
:ifts and financial assistance have flowed 
~'1 from many lands. Wheat from Canada, 
Argentina and the United States, fertiliz­
~:s from West Germany, medical supplies 
:':om Switzerland, meals for children from 
:.1e CARE organization, money loans on 
::enerous terms from Italy and Britain, 
-:-attle-improvement projects financed by 
:-aly, on-the-spot relief measures by the 
?..ed Cross, the Peace Corps and other 
; encies-all these forms of aid have been 

-.ought to bear upon the situation. But 
~ill these measures prove to be inade­
-:uate. 

India's own self-resp:?ct requires her to 
-~"e steps toward some solution to her 
;::oblem, rather than to become obligated, 
~ "':itically or otherwise, to other nations. 
:::. its latest five-year plan the Government 
-.:pes to spend $11 billion on fertilizers, 
:~m machinery and better seed, with a 
.-:w to increasing output. Crop insLU'ance 
.;ainst calamity and easier credit for 

::....-:ners are also planned, to afford more 
-.ability to the small landowners. Crop ro­
·~jon methods c.re being tried, in the hope 
~t grain crops may be greatly improved 
·: :h as to quality and production per 
_-:e. But the big question is, Are India's 
.:-.-:..ions able and willing to make the 

-a.-:ges in their way of life that might 
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avert, for the time, the disaster that 
threatens? Or, will traditional modes of 
religious thought continue to hamstring 
every effort? 

As with so many other human prob­
lems, India's food crisis will have to await 
the permanent solution proposed by the 
true God. According to his dependable 
Book, the Bible, Jehovah God has prom­
ised a heavenly government over earth's 
affairs, an administration under which 
"there will come to be plenty of grain on 
the earth," and "they will actually sit, 
each one under his vine and under his fig 
tree." How will this come about? The true 
God answers: "In the wilderness waters 
will have burst out, and torrents in the 
desert plain," and "I will cause the pour­
ing rain to descend in its time ... . And 
the tree of the field must give its fruitage, 
and the land itself will give its yield." 
-Ps. 72:16; Mic. 4:4; Isa. 35 :6; Ezek. 34: 
26, 27. 

Think of it! Deserts made into produc­
tive lands, and cultivated lands made to 
produce plentifully. How? By the simple 
agency of the 'rain in its time.' But re­
member, men cannot control the weather 
or guarantee good crops and freedom from 
hunger. It takes the power of the true 
God, "the One who is covering the heav­
ens with clouds, the One preparing rain 
for the earth, the One making the moun­
tains to sprout green grass." (Ps. 147:8} 
And as to hunger, the same mighty One 
has promised he 'will certainly make for 
all the peoples a banquet' such as they 
have never seen before. (Isa. 25: 6) Hum­
ble people of India can hope to have a. 
share, a share that will forever banish 
t11eir fear of hunger and want. 
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THE doorbell rings. The lady of 
the house rushes to the door 

and opens it. A very dear friend of 
hers has called unexpectedly and 
has found her at her very worst 
--hair up in curlers, a sleeve part­
ly torn on her dress, slip showing, 
sagging hose and untidy shoes. 
How do you think she feels? Does 
she graciously invite he r unex­
pected guest in, and then sit down 
with ease to talk? Or does she 
flush with embarrassment, fuss 
with her hair, apologize for her 
appearance, then suddenly realize 
that she is still standing at the 
door? Your personal appearance 
does make a difference as to how 
you feel in the pr~sence of others. 

A clean, neat appearance is not 
only refreshing to the eyes of oth-
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er people, but it makes you personally feel good 
too. Being presentable is an act of personal kind­
ness. It sa\·es you and others from embarrass­
ment. 

Still, there are some people who are not 
careful about their personal appearance. 
Students at California's ne\•vest college have 

been given advice on dress and general behavior. 
It came in a memorandum from Provost Page 
Smith to the 620 students of Cowell College, part 
of the new University of California campus at 
Santa Cruz. Here is an excerpt from the memo­
randum: "I am aware that for many students an 
aggressively untidy appearance is a matter of 
principle, a personal statement about the world, 

a valued style. . . . But, like 
everything else, it can be carried 
too far. We have become rather 
too unbuttoned at Cowell over 
the past year. An open and in­
formal atmosphere is one thing. 
a rude and slovenly attitude is 
another .... It is not necessary 
to be dirty in order to be color­
ful and individual." What re­

sponsible person would not agree with that state­
ment? 

Still, there are many today who are sloppy ic 
their appearance. Their irresponsible attitude is 
frequently descl'ibed as a form of rebellion against 
traditional standards. But the styles replacing the 
old ones apparently are becoming more debased 
by the year. A word of caution, therefore, ap­
pears timely. No matter what the present style 
may be, it should be weighed judiciously. Clothe~ 
do express one's personality. Who is there, ther. 
that can afford to toss the question aside indiffer­
ently with the remark, ''If people don't like n:: 
fo:r what I am they need not like me for m: 
clothes"? After all, the clothes you wear do re­
flect, to some degree at least, your mentalit: 
what you believe in, who your associates are 
To appreciate this fact is, in part, to understar..: 
t.~e need for being well dressed. 
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The Modern 1'rend 
Recently, one observer declared: 'More 

and more we seem to be running into peo­
:;;:~e who insist on wearing their complexes 
on the outside, who need a spiritual hair­
::ut or hairdo, and whose mental shirttails 
are out.' Restaurants that used to have 
£igns reading "Gentlemen will wear ties" 
'and in some cases supplied both ties and 
:oats) have settled in recent years for 
ggns saying "Come as you are.'' And 
:::any people do just that. In many places 
:n the Western world women go to res­
':aurants and shopping centers in short 
morts and with their hair in curlers. 

~diniskirts and mod dresses appear more 
:';-equently. Ttmisia's Habio Bourguiba has 
:.}:1g been one of the Arab world's loudest 
2ampions of women's rights. He looked 
::-~ approvingly as the Moslem veil began 
·w vanish, and he has shown no objection 
·.:: the new brief, airy frocks on girls who 
:-z·ade through the narrow streets of Tu­
:.:.s. But in August he banned the thigh­
.:.:gh miniskirt. "How many times," he 
~:d in a nationwide television address, 
::ave I had to seat women whom I re­
-::ved at audiences next to me, rather 

:::an facing me, in order to avoid general 
-- barrassment. Nothing should compel us 
·: suffer such trials. It puts the nerves of 
= "n and the modesty of women to a se-

-::-:e test.'' One should dress so as not to 
- ~ an embarrassment to anyone. 

: Ien, too, in recent years, have become 
- ::-e casual in t.1-!eir appearance. It has 
~:1 noted that some come to public 
~=es in T-shirts or in undershirts. Hu­
.::.: :-:St Don Herold wrote: "I now see 
~Y men in public places with ward­
-:J:- the total worth of which is not more 
- ~ -: S1.40. They come as they are to the 
....::1romat, to the movie theater." Far 

:.: many do not care how they look, 
....c:her they bathe, shave or not. All they 
=::.: to be is comfortable. Their indiffer-
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ence to their appearance has produced a 
mental as well as a physical sloppiness, a 
lack of pride in self, a disregard for prepa­
ration, grooming and tidiness, Herold said. 

For thousands of years, people have 
been trying to spruce up and look their 
best. Now all of a sudden they have let 
themselves go. What is the reason for this 
letdO\vn? When Malcolm Muggeridge, a 
noted British editor and author, was asked 
about the styles in contemporary Britain, 
about young men wearing long hair and 
women wearing short skirts and long 
pants, whether this was not evidence of a 
revolt against the old values, he replied: 
"Not in the least. I think it's sheer de­
generacy. . . . It's just degeneracy-the 
antics of an exhausted stock." Do you see 
any sensible reason, then, why you should 
want to copy styles and attitudes that be­
long to a degenerate or "exhausted stock"? 

Case for Cleanliness and Neatness 
What excuse is there for being dressed 

sloppily? Often it is not a matter of dress, 
but a matter of neatness and cleanliness. 
Since people do regard appearances, we 
cannot afford to disregard how we look. 
People form their opinion of us and of 
what we believe to a large extent by out­
ward signs. That is why you often hear 
them say, "I like the way he looks," or, 
"She's always so neat and clean." And as 
you look around, you will notice that your 
eyes see not only v1hat people are wearing 
but also the way they wear their clothes. 
In fact, your grooming is one of the most 
important aspects of your personal ap­
pearance. 

Employers like the people in their em­
ploy to dress well. This does not necessari­
ly me~n one needs expensive clothes. The 
most expensive garment in the world can 
look unimpressive if not worn correctly, 
with the right accessories, or if it is not 
correctly fitted, shortened or lengthened 
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and carefully selected for the person who 
is to wear it. Properly selected clothes 
should not overshadow one's personality, 
however. In other words, people should 
never see what you are wearing firs t and 
you second. That is why it is wise not to 
be the first to adopt a new style or the 
last to drop an old one. 

The Holy Scriptures give us the right 
way to look at this matter of appearance 
and dress. The Christian apostle Paul 
wrote: "I desire the women to adorn them­
selves in well-arranged dress, with mod­
esty and soundness of mind, not with 
styles of hair braiding and gold or pearls 
or very expensive garb, but in the way 
that befits women professing to rever­
ence God, namely, through good works." 
(1 Tim. 2:9, 10) This is sound advice 
for both male and female and is just 
as applicable today as it was in the days 
of Paul. A fine appearance still means 
to appear in "well-arranged dress," wi·th 
true modesty and without any showiness. 

Have you noticed how pleased you are 
to see people who are not only well dressed 
but neatly dressed? A neat appearance be­
speaks a certain grace and poise. I t means 
being attentive to oneself so that one's 
appearance is free from what is unbecom­
ing, inappropriate or distasteful. For ex­
ample, a coat may be fashionable, a fine 
fit, but it may have a button loose or miss­
ing, which can mar your whole appear­
ance. Your suit may be made out of the 
finest materials and tailored to a tee, but 
that food spot on the lapel is all many 
people will remember. Your shoes may be 
in style, but are they polished? Your shirt 
may be made of silk or Egyptian cotton, 
but is the collar clean? 

Neatness has to do with those things 
that reflect on one's personality. :\!any 
people do not have money to buy expen­
sive clothing, but the clothes they do have 
can be neat and clean. This is what counts. 

A run in one's hose may seem like such 
a little thing, yet people will notice it and 
consider you careless or thoughtless if you 
persist in wearing them. An unshaven 
face may cause a man to feel like some 
rugged individualist, but others may sim­
ply thin.'k:: him lazy for not having shaved. 
A minister at the door may speak God's 
message, but dirty shirt cuffs and collar 
do detract. A hoHseholder may well reason 
that a shirt can be washed at night and 
be worn the next day clean. Soiled gar­
ments generally make one feel uncomfort­
able when in the presence of others, es­
pecially so in the presence of persons who 
are neat and clean. At such times one 
wishes one had taken the time to sew on 
that button, change that dirty shirt and 
mal{e oneself more presentable. 

Body Cm·e Shows Love 
Good grooming is a reflection of a 

healthy personality. It includes more than 
being well dressed. It embraces cleanliness, 
care of skin, teeth, hands and hair. Such 
cleanliness shows that we regard others; 
it is a mark of love. 

The importance of a clean body to prop­
er personal appearance cannot be over­
emphasized. A man may be dressed in a 
tuxedo and a girl in an evening gown, but 
failing to bathe can ruin the whole eve­
ning for them and others. People perspire. 
This is why it is so essential to keep the 
body clean, so that the unpleasant odor£ 
can be l<ept to a minimum. Regular bath­
ing is very important. 

Your face is the part of your body that 
people will not ice first. What will they 
remember about your face? Of all things 
your face should be clean, presentable 
Your mouth is one of the most outstanding 
features of your face. It can be attractin• 
by expressing warmth and pleasantneSE 
by smiling often. Sparkling teeth, w£ 
brushed, make a bright smile. 
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Well-kept hair complements the face. 
~ustrous hair, well kept and becomingly 
~yled, is one of woman'~ greatest aids to 
:;>~ysical beauty. The beauty of her hair 
can be enhanced by brushing, shampooing 
2.Ild by a becoming arrangement. A wom­
an's hair is a glory to her. It should not, 
!:o\vever, supersede the spiritual qualities 
·.hat find great value in the eyes of God. 
-1 Cor. 11:15; 1 Pet. 3:3-5. 

Look at your hands. Do you like what 
·ou see? It takes so little to }{eep hands 

.::!ean and neat, yet the rewards are great. 
Your feet also deserve careful attention. 

-:be average person walks about 70,000 
::1iles in a lifetime. Imagine walking that 
tistance with painful feet! Feet that hurt 
:io horrible things to the body. They de­
s:roy graceful motions, play havoc with 
:·our posture, not to mention what they 
~o to your disposition. Modern footwear 
. : ten exposes much of the foot. Can one's 
:eet, especially the toenails, take examin­
.!lg, or will their appearance be an em­
"arrassment? 

A.dequate Sleep, Early Training 
Perhaps nothing contributes to a pleas­

:m appearance like a proper amount of 
5!eep. The lack of sleep may show up on 
:·our face, in the \Vay you walk and talk 
-"!d in your very disposition. Cosmetics 
.::1.rdly cover up lack-of-sleep signs. Lines 
_:;pear around the eyes, the glow disap­
::~ars from one's complexion, thinking is 
=:paired, body movements slow down, and 

a sunny disposit ion can turn to one of 
meanness. When President Lyndon B. 
Johnson's daughter, Luci, appeared in 
public before her marriage, many on­
lookers remarked that Luci looked ill, but 
the press secretary Elizabeth Carpenter 
said she was not ill and quoted Mrs. John­
son a.s saying Luci "needs more sleep." 
Perhaps you do too. 

The art of being well dressed comes 
from early training. If your mother in­
sisted that you come to the table with 
clean hands and face, well-brushed hair 
and fresh clothes for dinner, then you 
have reason to be thankful to your moth­
er, because she has been trying to make 
later life easier for you. The habits you 
are forming, the home life you have, the 
friends you are making, the clothes you 
are wearing and the activities you are en­
gaging in all are gradually molding your 
personality for better or for worse. 

Remember, too, all the fine clothes in 
the world will have little meaning if you 
do not have fine conduct to go with them. 
The way you wear your hair, the way you 
fix your face, the beauty of your body and 
all your other assets can be destroyed, if 
your actions do not add up to those befit­
ting a Christian lady or gentleman. Let 
your conduct, then, tell all onlookers that 
your appearance, too, is motivated by 
a sincere appreciation stemming from 
lmowledge that you are the product of the 
highest wisdom, the handiwork of Jeho­
vah our Creator-God. 

Alan' 4 /Jma3ln9 /lfu~clt!j 
When you blink your eyes, swallow food or walk, are you aware of the many 

muscles that are working to allow you to do these things? Usually not, for they 
operate so smoothly and effortlessly that you are not conscious of their operation. 
Yet these and other moves you make involve a complexity of muscular contraction. 
How many muscles does your body have? Well, there are over 500 of them, and 
they account for approximately half of your body's weight. A tissue of muscle 
looks like a bundle of fibers, each fiber being about the slze of a human hair. 
Yet their size is not to be sneered at, for they can support a thousand times their 
own weight and move in a fraction of a second to perform some of your bodily 
functions. How marvelously the Creator made man! 
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I DWAY between Miami and the coast of 
South America, in the blue of the Carib· 
bean Sea, lies the island of Jamaica, where 

tropical sunshine is tempered by cool ocean 
breezes, and tropical showers, in season, fresh­
en and beautify the permanent car-pet of green­
ery. Kingston, the capital, was the site for the 
"God's Sons of Liberty" International Assem­
bly scheduled for the five days ending Janu­
ary l, 1967. Already 250 delegates from Brit· 
ain as well as hundreds from the United States, 
Canada and other lands were on their way to 
an assembly that was destined to bring "good 
news of something better" to Jamaicans.-Isa. 
52:7. 

Gone now are the Arawak Indians, who 
lived here before the Spanish came. Gone, too, 
are the Spanish, who were driven out by the 
English. Changed, also, the old slaveholding 
society by which British p lanters reaped a 
harvest of wealth, for that ended with the 
emancipation of all slaves back in 1834. That 
was a serious blow to the sugar interests, but 
it was the first step on the road to eventua l 
political independence of Jamaica, a goal final­
ly achieved as recently as 1962. 

For many years now this "Island in the sun" 
has attracted tourists from all parts of the 
English-speaking world. It has been described 
as "the Caribbean Paradise," and certainly has 
many natural scenes of beauty and serenity. 
However, poverty and superstition still handi· 
cap the laboring class, and, as in other parts 
of the world, discontent is on the increase. 
Jamaica truly needs "good news of something 
better." 

Showing that this beautiful isla.1d is not 
immune to the ugly spirit that is sweeping the 
whole world, a Jamaican journalist makes 
these admissions: "Crime, dishonesty, vio· 
lence, rudeness, obscenity, discourtesy, selfish­
ness- these are the besetting sins of our peo­
ple today. . . . Sometimes I wonder whether 
there is not some strange madness taking pos­
session of our people that makes them behave 
in this beastlike manner. . . . (Jamaica] is 
.fast becoming a jungle filled with wild beasts 
of both sexes that walk on two feet."-The 
Star, Kingston, J uly 11, 1966. 

A Jamaican clergyman even admitted that 
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"over 75 percent of the society had the stigma 
of illegitimacy and the birthrate among teen· 
agers was reaching alarming proportions." 
-The Dctily Gleaner, Kingston, February 21, 
1966. 

Pointing to Christendom's failure here in J a· 
maica, and the grave need for something bet· 
ter for her people, another journalist offers 
these pertinent observations : "The message of 
the Church is clothed in too much jargon-a 
mass of long-sounding words which pass over 
t he heads of most congregations .... Clergy. 
m en today are loaded down with titles ... all 
in distinct contrast to the lowly Nazarene 
known only as J esus. Too much dressing-up 
a nd ! ormality prevails .... the subject of sex, 
what a woeful lack exists in this regard in the 
Church. Exceedingly plain speaking is neces· 
sary when such matters are discussed. The 
!eaders of the Church have been too prone to 
use euphemisms."-The Sunday Gleaner, King· 
ston, May 29, 1966. 

Timely Internat ional Assembly 
Yet many Jamaicans still manifest a great 

deal o£ r-espect for the Bible, and are wiiling 
to discuss i ts fine principles and marvelous 
promises whenever there is opportunity. That 
opportunity comes when J ehovah's witnesses 
call at their homes and bring Bible ectucatio11 
within t heir reach. To aid a!! such Bible-loving 
Jamaicans with "good news of something bet· 
ter," it was most fitting that Kingston shoulc 
be chosen as the scene of an assembly of Je· 
hovah's witnesses. The only suitable audito· 
rium for the occasion, the huge outdoor Na· 
tiona! Stadium, was duly contracted for. It Js 
delightfully located so that one can sit in t he 
shade of its grandstand and see the lower 
ranges of the Blue Mountains rise steeply be· 
fore him, while far off to the right can be 
glimpsed the waters of the Caribbean. 

Here In this beautiful setting a fine progran:: 
of Bible instruction was presented by mean; 
of discourses, dramatizations of Bible princ:­
ples in action, practical discussions and ex· 
periences. Here, too, John Groh, a Watch Tow­
er Society director, delivered the public lecturo:. 
' 'Manki nd's Millennium Under God's King· 
dom," to an audience of 9,458, truly bringln~ 
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~ood news of something better" for Ja. 
=_aicans. 

Having in mind that there are about 5,300 
··;itnesses on the whole island, and that there 

ere about 900 foreign delegates present, it is 
€";ioent that about 3,300 interested Jamaicans 
-ere in that great crowd that listened so at· 
:'!..<tively and applauded enthusiastically when 
~e speal<er concluded. Just the previous day, 
.:ii 1966 was on the way out, 189 Jamaicans 
.:eard the sobering talk on "Responsibilities of 
z Baptized Witness" and signified their readi· 
::£~» for the step of baptism as evidence of 
::.eir dedication of themselves to Jehovah God. 

Xewspapers, radio and television focused at­
-:::::tion on the Witnesses in an unprecedented 
=.anner. Officials and businessmen were aston­
.;:.ed at the elaborate assembly preparations, 
-.c efficient rooming department, the cafeter ia 

-::h. dishwashing facilities devised by the Wit· 
::.=-ses themselves, and the handsome platform 
:::ocoration set up in the stadium's playing field . 

.-...:! of Kingston's half million population and 
· :.':er J amaicans visiting the capital during 
:-:::-istendom's holiday season got to hear about 
:..:...s unique assembly that brought "good news 
:.: something better" under God's kingdom. 

S:ght-seeing on the Island 
A visit to Jamaica would not be complete 

_:il one had seen at least a few of its in­
~:-esting places. So touring Witnesses saw 
;.;.athtaking panoramas from various van-

::l.ge points on the nearby hills. They visited 
:c Hope Botanical Gardens, where 150 acres 
-~ skillfully employed to dis· 
: .ay a variety of tropical 
~""t:bs and trees, and where 
;:-:.enhouses, a zoo, an aquari· 
.::= and an artificial island 
- ,:.·:ing Jamaica's own con-
. ..:s are all attractive fea · 
--e5. 

:-:"!en there was the visit to 
: Port Royal, out along the 

.1:::ipit island beyond the air· 
~- Here the major part of 
_ ~:y enriched by pirate loot 
• i ~ppeared in the waters 
_ ~'1e Caribbean less than 
- :ee hundred y ears ago, 
-r--::1 an earthquake shook the 

for many more years. Strange, too, it was to 
learn that the notorious British buccaneer, 
Henry Morgan, eventually became one of His 
Majesty's governors of Jamaica, and even 
tried to reform some of his erstwhile criminal 
associates. 

Another tour had as its goal Ocho Rios, an 
attractive tourist spot on the north coast. Just 
the sight of the hills, mountains, greenery, 
bamboo clumps, flowering and fruit-bearing 
trees and marvelous vistas of the valleys far 
below as they crossed the interior ridges would 
have made the trip worth while. But then there 
was also the section of the road that utilizes 
the bed of an ancient river to descend to the 
northern coastal plain. Deep and dark and cool, 
with ferns and moss decorating the steep rock 
walls of the gully, it was a pleasant contrast 
to the brilliant sunshine above. 

As a climax to this tour there was sea­
bathing for the visitors at Ocho Rios. At this 
point on the coast a river rushes down to the 
sea over rounded rocks, producing a beautiful 
succession of wa terfalls, swirling and splash· 
ing their way to the beach. Those stout of 
heart and limb climbed the falls right to the 
top, at the same time rinsing away the salty 
seawater. 

So convention visitors did get to see some­
thing of Jamaica's beauty in addition to at­
tending the upbuilding sessions of a most suc­
cessful assembly. They got to see that this 
"Caribbean Paradise" has its grave and wors­
ening problems, problems that embrace the 
spiritual welfare of all the island population. 

· :::e region. An epitaph in a 
..=.:-chyard recounts the odd 
'"""7=::-ience of one man living 
• -=:at time. The initial shock 
__ ;d him in debris, but a 
· ~ shock threw him clear 

- ·: the sea, where he was 
__,:~ up and revived to H•;e 

H. A. Gra.ham, traveling repre· 
sentative of the Watch Tower 
Society, speaks ln the National 
Stadium. Kingston, on how to 
"shepherd the flock of God" 

The "God's Sons of Liberty" 
Assembly brought "good news 
of something better" by point­
ing unmistakably to the only 
sure remedy, God's kingdom. 
Jamaicans who have already 
turned to · Jehovah God and 
his Word rejoice in the free· 
dom that results from such a 
course, freedom from this 
world's fears for the future, 
freedom from superstitions 
and fear of men. In their 
thousands they are spreading 
the good news of genuine 
emancipation among their fel­
low citizens, an emancipation 
that far excels any thus far 
achieved. "How comely upon 
the mountains are the feet of 
the one . . . bringing good 
news of something better"! 
-Isa. 52:7. 
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old~st city established by Europeans -· 
the Americas. It lays claim to ha\·in~ 
the first hospita l In the western her.::-
sphere, San Ntcoli1s de Bari, founded ~-
1503; the oldest university. Santo Tv­
mas de Aquina, founded in 1538; a:: .. 
the oldest cathedral, Santa Marla l\h."­
nor, completed In 1540. Though Spai:: 
denies It, the remains of Christophe. 
Columbus are said to be enshrined here 
in an ornate marble tomb. Here al~c 
can be seen the former residence o: DOMINICAN I 

REPUBliC I 
l._..__,_. _ _,._..,_,.._., .~--·--·--~,-,,~,~,., 

Columbus' son, Diego, when he sen·ee 
as governor of the colony. 

History shows that the clergy wer~ 
prominently involved in Columbus' Se<'· 
ond voyage in the persons of the Bishc:;: 
of Fonseca and ':'riar Boil, the latte. 
of which heade« a group of tweh·~ 

O
LYING over the blue waters of the Mona. 
Passage, which separates the western end 
of P uerto Rico and the eastern tip o! 

the island of Hispaniola, we were soon cruis­
ing over the broad, eas tern plain of the 
Dominica11 Republic, a plain that from our 
altitude seemed to stretch out like a flat 
green pavement of rough cement. The shore­
line along the southeast coast looked jagged, 
like the teeth of a saw, and we could make 
out sharply descending cliffs, against which 
the ocean's waves were dashing. Nearer to the 
capital, Santo Domingo, we spied the moun­
tains that fill most of the western oart of the 
country, reaching a peak in Pico Duarte, some 
10,249 feet above sea level. 

We were a small group of delegates to the 
"God's Sons of Liberty" Assembly of Jehovah's 
witnesses to be held in Santo Domingo, Janu­
ary 25 through 29, 1967. With special interest 
we had anticipated this assembly in a land 
where the Witnesses were new enjoying free­
dom of worship after having spent many 
years under an unjust ban because of their re­
fusal to compromise their Christian neutrality. 

Santo Domingo lies about the center of the 
south coast and athwart the country's prin­
cipal r iver, the Rio Ozama. Traveling from 
the airport by car, we were soon crossing that 
river on a modern suspension bridge and 
approaching the downtown section. Bullet­
pocked walls and gaping holes in some build· 
ings offered evidence of the violence of the 
recent revolution. But everything now appears 
to be peaceful and quiet as we drive through 
narrow streets with their typical, balconied 
buildings. Then into narrow business streets 
where activities have slowed down in the heat 
of the early afternoon. 

Early History 

missionaries. Far from bringing peace wi t': 
them, those churchmen disliked and envie.: 
Columbus and did all thC'y could to underminr 
his authority. 

Santo Domingo soon became the majol' ou:· 
post of Spain in the Caribbean and served a:: 
springboard for such notorious treasure hunte~ 
as Balboa, P izarro, Cortes and Ponce de Le6r 
In later times, as oth~r islands were occupieo 
and colonized, this city became not only a: 
administrative center but also the principa. 
seat of the Catholic church. Here the churc· 
had opportunity to demonstrate what it cou:... 
do to develop the country along peacefU: 
Christian lines. With what result? 

Undeniable historical records tell that, whi~ 
this young country early suffered from the i,.. 
vasions of the English, the Dutch and tl:t: 
Catholic French, and later of the Haitians fror:: 
the western half of the island, over the cer: 
turies its greatest problems were internal. Di~ 
content, avarice, envy, calumny, intrigue, insul: 

This city was founded by Columbus' brother, R~stored sixteenth-century residence of Govem M 
Bartholomew, in 1496, and so ranks as the Diego Columbus in Santo Domingo 
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c:dlnation, revolt a nd assassination regularly 
.i:s!'upted the peace atld stability of the land 
z .. ::d impeded its progress. The church, with its 
~ng-time, undisputed monopoly as to religious 
~truction, can hardly di\""orce itself from the 
;::::ajor responsibility for these peace-destroying 
:actors in the Dominican Republic. 

Thirty Years of Tyranny 
)lore recently the regime of dictator Rafael 

:-rujillo lasted over thirty years until his vio­
..ent end in 1961. As so often boasted by him­
~~i. his iron rule did bring a measure of sta­
bility and order to the country. However, in 
:950 his government issued a decree forbid­
.l!lg Jehovah's witnesses to assemble for Bible 

=:udy or carry on their Bible education work. 
3!."utal beatings and other indignities were met-
d out to respectable Christians. The people 

..:: general were reduced to abject fear by rea­
:,;,n of the cruel way tha .. t Trujillo's strong­
.=...-m squad dealt with any kind of dissent.. 

Yet Trujillo's regime enjoyed excellent rela­
~ons with the Catholic church. A priest was 
.:~r many years a member of his "rubber 
-:amp" legislature. In 1954 Trujillo journeyed 
·o Rome where, though twice-divorced, he was 
:.:spitably received and there signed a con­
"):-dat between his government and the Vatl-

.k'l. Only during the last year or so of his 
_:e did a breach begin to develop between the 
....:.w·ch and his government. All of this, well 
_.-.own to the Dominican people, has been a 
:-:rrce of considerable embarrassment for the 

.. urch in these post-Trujillo yea rs, causing it 
_ be discredited in the eyes of many. 

As might be expected, the church is now 
....... ed with a growing crop of atheistic Com­
~2\ists, particularly among the youth of the 

..;:;<1. The university in Santo Domingo, in fact, 
zs been a hotbed of Communist ideas, burst­

,;: g forth from time to time in violent demon-
--:arions and political extremism. The church 
: ,_.ed discontent and insubordination and later 

=.3.de common cause with self-enriching poli­
-~ns, and now must reap the effects of her 
..;:,godly policies. 

·~utral Witnesses Respected 
:l:1 the other hand, thinking people in this 

?E?:~blic have only the highest respect for Je­
- ·ah's witnesses, who refused to compromise 

--::.:: Trujillo, even under pressure of a total 
....::. and inhuman treatment by the police. They 
~ageously pursued their upbuilding ministry 
e..:: underground during those many years. 
...:'.:ors to Santo Domingo on this occasion had 
:;:;:.rtunity to speak with some of the Wit­
-~!ES who had been jailed and viciously beat-

...:..:..Y 8, 1967 

en by Trujillo's mob. F1·om their joyful ex­
pressions it was evident they harbored no 
rancor against anyone, but were supremely 
happy to be alive and free to worship Jehovah 
God in the way that he has indicated to be his 
pleasure, namely, by preaching and teaching 
the Bible's message. People to whom they 
preach now often make the remark: ' 'You are 
the only ones who had the courage to refuse 
to give in to Trujillo." 

One Witness told of having to move with 
his family from San Cristobal, Trujillo's birth­
place, because of persecution and threats on 
his life. After removal of the ban on Jehovah's 
witnesses he returned to San Cristobal and is 
now a full-t ime pioneer minister. And there is 
a .. thriving congregation of eighty-four Witness­
es in that town today. In 1964 local authorities 
provided the Witnesses with a large plot of 
ground on which to build a Kingdom Hall, as a 
sort of compensation for all the indignities 
they had suffered during the era of Trujillo . 
The section so donated was sufficiently large 
that the congregation was able to sell a num­
ber of lots and with the proceeds construct a 
fine hall with a seating capacity of 150. 

During the 1965 troubles the neutrality of 
Jehovah's witnesses was again outstanding. 
United States forces had cut a. corridor several 
blocks wide through the city to serve as a 
neutral zone. Everyone passing through the 
checkpoints was to be subjected to thorough 
questioning and search. The Witnesses, how­
ever, upon identification were usually waved 
on through because of their genuine and widely 
known neutrality. In fact, they were probably 
the only people who could at that time move 
freely in the embattled sections under control 
of either of the opposing groups without fear 
of being accused as possible enemies of the 
cause. They having had no part in any of the 
bloodshed in the preceding conflict, no one 
could have basis for seeking revenge on them. 

Even now, when the government finds it 
necessary to maintain checkpoints on the high­
way approaches to the capital on account of 
rebel threats, it is usually enough for Wit­
nesses properly to identify themselves as such 
to ensure courteous treatment and a prompt 
continuation of their journey. 

A Peaceful Asssembly 
In the days preceding the assembly police 

raids had uncovered various caches of arms 
and ammunition, sparking rumors of more 
revolutionary trouble. Yet those of us who at­
tended the Central American assemblies found 
things here calmer and less tense than in sev­
eral other countries. I nterestingly, two men in 
Santo Domingo were overheard conversing in 

19 



the street a h0ut current conditions, and o:1e 
made the remark that "this city was in a r~al 
turmoil . .. and then this convention (of Jeho· 
vah's witne" "S) started, and it was m,e sooth· 
ing balm." 

During the past seven years, since the lifting 
of th~ ban on thd r Christian work, the Wit· 
nesses have m '1de great strides and enjoyed 
!:plendid increases, growing from 600 in 1980 
to a peak o! 2,390 active Witnesses in 1967. 
They have put forth real effort to advance to 
maturity and improve their teaching ability in 
order to cope with t he responsibility of bring· 
ing the good news to every part of the Re­
publ.ic. In 1963 a modern, two-story building 
was constructed on the Aven!da Francia to 
serve as the Watch Tower Society's branch 
office, and !rom here the activities of the forty­
four congregations and other groups through· 
out the country are directed. 

Witnesses in the Republic were happy to 
learn that a national assembly had been ar­
ranged and that the president and vice· 
president of the Watch Tower Society wOl1ld 
be able to fly in !rom Puerto Rico and appear 
on the program. 

The San Pablo Duarte Stadium was the site 
chosen for thL assembly. Here, instead of the 
number of cars owned by the Witnesses ere· 
ating a parking problem, there were seldom 
more than twer~ty cars to be seen, and often 
the cars were outnumbe: ed by the more eco· 
nomical motorcycles. With license plates ccst· 
ing as much as $30 for a six-month period, it 
is easy to understand why most of the ca1·s 
seen on the streets are the publicos, the blue­
and·tangerine-<:olored cars t hat iorm the city's 
main transporta tion system. 

On Friday morning it was cause for rejoic· 
ing to all present at the stadium to see 172 
persons rise f rom their seats and give voice 
to their dedica tion of their lives to Jehovah 
God. They wt>re then elig ible for immersion in 
water in token of that dedication. 

In view of the pressures often exerted here, 
<'ven in grade schools, to achieve religious uni­
formity a nd promote nationalistic idolatry, it 
was fitting that the program included the dra· 
matlc presentation "Daniel's Words for Our 
Day." The fine example of the three young 
Hebrews in rejecting the demands of Nebu­
chadnezzar was stimulating and faith-building. 

The discourse by President N. H. Knerr , 
Thursday afternoon, was most apo>ropriate 
also. Using as his theme "Building on a Right 
Foundation wit h Fire-Resistant Materials," he 
urged his audience to educate, trai:: and dis· 

cipline in the godly qualities of heavenly .... -:~­
dom. spiritual discernment, appreciation of i::· 
tegrity, devotion to Bible principles, ar:.: 
respect for law as they aided ne\vly interestc.;. 
persons through home Bible studies and co::· 
gregation meetings. 

The attendance at the stadium had grow:-. 
stead ily .from the opening session until Satu · 
day ev:ming when 4,400 persons were presenr 
There were great expectations regarding rh 
attendance at the public lecture the iollowlm:: 
day. M. G. Henschel, another ot the Society·,­
ctirectors, delivered the public lecture in Spa'!· 
ish. It was surc>ly thrilling to see the sincer~ 
intent looks on the rows and rows of .face• 
as they listened to the subject "Mankind , 
Millennium Under God's Kingdom." And ho\• 
the crowd applauded on hearing that there 
were 5,154 present! 

Considering that there was but a handful oi 
visitors from abroad and that the total Wi:· 
nesses in the Republic amount to 2,390, on~ 
can well imagine why thls great crowd wa~ 
recognized as a special blessing of Jehovat. 
God on all the hard worl< of his faithful \\it· 
nesses in this land. This really means tha: 
2,750 interested non-Witness Dominicans a i· 
tended this session and showed keen intere5· 
in what the Bible has to say about the day~ 
that lie ahead. 

It was difficult to take leave of the warm· 
hearted Dominican brothers as the assembl:· 
concluded and they began departing norili· 
ward, eastward and westward for their r e­
spective homes. Many of them are our younger 
brothers in the faith, for we learned that, ou= 
of the 2,390 Witnesses, about 1,700 became a · 
sociated only in the last six years. Certain ir 
is that they are now better equipped for un· 
dertaklng the ministry among their fellow cit:· 
zens, t o whom we know they will continue to 
offer the comforting, freedom-giving message 
of the Bible. 

Much still remains to be done in the Domini· 
can Republic. There is but one Witness to every 
1,800 of the population. So, there is room fo::­
more missionaries there, Christians who arc 
prepared lil<e Abraham to leave everythin!; 
and serve in another land. Many people in this 
Republic are disposed to give a friend ly ear 
to what Jehovah's witnesses have to say, but 
they are not contacted often enough. They 
!mow that the Witnesses practice what they 
preach and can be depended upon to use their 
.freedom of worship jn a way that brings onl~ 
biessings to those who hear. Surely now is tht: 
time for a great expansion of the Kingdom­
preaching service in thi5 land! 
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F 
OR a goodly number of touring Witnesses 
the mountainous and verdant Caribbean is­
land of Puerto Rico was the final point of 

_ grand tour of Latin-American assemblies. 
:-or the purpose of promoting God's praise 
... -nong the islands the "God's Sons of Liberty" 

:.."!ternational Assembly was scheduled for Ja n­
.ary 25 through 29, 1967, in San Juan. As some 
r_x hundred of us were preparing for the flight 
;:'Orth across the Caribbean from Venezuela, 
=..n estimated two thousand delegates were 
-,aking the three-and-a-half-hour flight from 
~.;ew York to San Juan. Among those in special 
:.:ghts out of New York were fourteen of the 
~nior members of the Watch Tower Society's 
-~adquarters staff, those who had been in ser-
. ce there for over forty years, and who were 

-rovided a free trip to the Puerto Rico as­
!t.-nbly. 

Only about a hundred miles long by thlrty­
:.~.-e miles wide, this island would almost fit in­
. J Lake Nicaragua. Yet its popula.tion far ex­
• .:eds Nicaragua's and, for that matter, the 
;: ~pulation of practically any Central American 

·\l!ltry. There are 750 persons for every 
,.;;·.1are mile of the island. 

•
3 u.erto Rico's Past 

?our centur ies ago another group of trav­
"'!"S lighted upon this island, led by one 

:-- :istopher Columbus. When they touched on 
- · north coast back in 1493, the Indian in-
-nltants were calling their island home "Bo· 
--·:lUen." Columbus named it San Juan Bau-

-il (St. John the Baptist) . Fifteen years 
_·.er Juan Ponce de Le6n landed at the bay 

· - ~: he called Ptterto Rico (Rich Port) and 
• ...::1ded a set tlement nearby, later to be named 
: -i'!to Rico. In course of time the names of 

island a.nd its capital came to be reversed. 
3y the close of the fir st century of Spanish 

J pation the colonists had accomplished the 
..,.....r.ction of the Indian population, for these 
.;.:.;;or succumbed to forced labor and the rav­
:es of European disease, or fled the island. In 
-~ almost four centuries of Spanish rule and 

~-ch domination ended when Puer to Rico 
- e under United States control following the 
~sh-America.n war. Yet in a ll t ha t time lit­
::ad been done to advance t he education of 

• jX!pulation, public primary schools on!y be­
e==ong available in 1845. At the clcse of the 

-~eenth century the number of literate per-
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sons 'Nas still only 15 percent of the whole 
population. 

Though the decades of American rule have 
witnessed definite improvements, including a 
network of paved roads and development of 
the most e~..:tensive public school system in 
Latin America, Puerto Rico was still plagued 
by poverty, slums, unemployment and discon­
tent. Following World War II an ambitious 
program knovm as "Operation Bootstrap" was 
advanced by Puerto Rican officials. Invest­
ments and industry from abroad were lured 
by promise of a t•m-year tax exemption. And 
as Cuba, Haiti and the Dominican Republic 
became embroiled in political unrest, more and 
more of the ftow of tourists shifted to Puerto 
Rico and tile neighboring Virgin I slands . 

Ceasing to be a. "sugarcane country," the is­
land has burgeoned forth with a wide range 
of industries. The capital, San Juan, has be­
come a boomtown of modern buildings, stores, 
banks and luxury hotels. Thousands upon thou­
sands of modern homes are in process of con­
struction in attractive urbanizaciones. 

Assernbly of the Islands 
Parque Sixto Escobar, a baseball park lo· 

cated on the ocean fron t, was the site of the 
assembly. S ituated on a cove lined with palms 
and tall, wispy southern pines, the location 
lent itself well to the activities of this inter­
national gathering, and especially to the bap­
tism. Here in this cove, where the green and 
blue of the Atlantic is fringed with cresting, 
white surf, 225 persons were immersed in to­
ken of their dedication to God. 

Since this assembly had ln view the pro­
moting of Jehovah's praise in the islands, its 
sessions were bilingual. :Yiany English-speaking 
delegates came from the outside: from St. 
Thomas, St. Croix, St. John and Tortola in the 
American and British Vir gin Islands; from 
Anguilla, St. Martin, St. Kitts, Nevis, Barbuda, 
Grenada, Bar bados, Trinidad and Tobago in 
the British West Indies group. Delegations also 
arrived from t he French islands of Martinioue 
and Guadeloupe; from the Netherlands An­
tilles islands of Aruba, Bonaire and Cura~ao; 
from the Bahamaz off the coast of Florida ; 
and from Guyana and Surina m in South 
Amer ica. 

However, the assembly was primarily Span­
ish, and the enthusiastic support given it by 
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Puerto Rican Witnesses and their Spanish· 
speaking brothers from New York left no 
doubt that the attendance at this assembly 
would far surpass those of any previous as­
semblies here. A large contour map of the is· 
land, illuminated at night, set up just outside 
of the ball park, informed delegates of the 
locations of Puerto Rico's seventy-three con­
gregations, while below it a chart traced the 
steady growth of Jehovah's witnesses from 
306 in 1950 to a peak of 3,594 in 1966. 

At the very same time that President N. H. 
Knorr of the Watch Tower Society was deliv­
ering the public address to a crowd of 1,975 in 
the English section that Sunday afternoon, 
Vice-President F. W. Franz was presenting the 
same speech in Spanish to an audience of 
6,629. Thus the combined attendance for the 
lecture "Mankind's Millennium Under God's 
Kingdom" amounted to 8,604. 

The public in general could not but know 
about the assembly, for San Juan's three 
main newspapers, El Mundo, El lm.pa·rcial 
and the English San Juan Star, published 
a total of over 380 column inches of pictures, 
in terviews and reports. Thirty-five r adio sta­
tions carried spot announcements, six carr ied 
the whole of the public lecture, and the Wit­
ness program "Things People Are Thinking 
About," carried weekly by sixteen radio sta­
tions throughout the island, provided another 
means for directing attention to the assembly. 
Two television stations made provision for ex­
cellent interviews relating to the assembly 
and its purpose. 

In a San Juan store a salesman told Witness 
shoppers that he had ftown down from New 
York In the same plane with many Witnesses 
and was favorably impressed by their con­
versation. When his name and address were 
requested so that a local Witness could visit 
him in his home, he eagerly furnished the in­
formation, saying: "I don't just want to join. 

I wQnt to lean~ how to become like you 
people." 

\\'arm, Puerto Rican hospita lity was shown 
by one landlady, not a Witness, who phoned 
the assembly rooming desk to find out the 
fiight number and time o! arr ival of those 
assigned to stay at her home. She wanted to 
meet them at the airport, take them home for 
a warm meal, and then take them on a tour 
of the island-all this even though the visi· 
tors were complete strangers to her. 

Island S cenery 
The assembly organization had already ar­

ranged tours for the delegates, however. One 
of these took them to the Rain Forest, a 
28,000-acre national forest just about an hour's 
drive east from San Juan. On this trip there 
was opportunity to note that the island is not 
so "Americanized" or prosperous as m ight be 
judged from seeing only San Juan. Some of 
the smaller towns have seen little change over 
the years and the many little homes, often 
quite drab and poorly constructed, give evi­
dence that the occupants are still far from 
affl uence. 

Leaving the main highway, we began wind­
ing up a narrow road into the mountains and 
soon observed a remarkable change in the 
landscape. The forest became dense and dark. 
There were thick clusters of feathery-plumed 
bamboo plants, thousands of lacy ferns that 
seemed to cascade down the sides of hills, 
while other ferns, looking more like trees, 
reached upward as high as thirty feet. At the 
picnic area, 2,000 feet above sea level, we 
learned that this is the only United States Na­
tional Forest without signs warning of fires. 
The average rainfall is 180 inches per year, 
and the trees are usually robed with delicate 
green moss that glistens with droplets of wa­
ter, sparkling like gems. 

A walk down one of the winding trails gives 
one the feeling of having been trans­
ported to a primeval forest. Crystal­
clear streams of cold water murmur in 
their rocl~y beds. Perched up on some 
trees were pineapple-like plants with 
reddish-orange spikes, apparently de­
riving sustenance from the trees. Here 
and there beautiful little orchids could 
be spied. Tiny frogs, the Puerto Rican 
coqui, pipe their simple but melodious 
calL How far away a ll this seems from 
the tension and rush of the busy city! 

Vle\v of San J uan, showing modern hotels (center) 
and S lxto Escobar Stadium (r ight foreground) 

Downward, then, to the coast below, 
and our tour continued a short distance 
east to Luquillo Beach, Puerto Rico's 
finest. This mile-long crescent is claimed 
by some to rival Hawaii's famed Waiki­
ki Beach. The broad, smooth stretch of 
sand curves around a reef-protected 
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a:. against a splendid 
=-~ ~d rop of maj estic 
-~":1S. 

.~_·!Other tour led us to 
C:d San Juan." T his 
. . ;ina! section of the 
.:;.· lies at the wcs•ern 

e.-:d of a narrow island 
·~:.'led to the main island 
~Y br idges at its eastern 
-:1d. It was for long a 
~-ailed city protected by 
· ·\·o l arge fortresses. 
:- ::ese forts remain to 
:.:.:s day as well as some Pa.lrn-<,haded crescent of Luquillo Beach 
· ortions of the ancient near San Juan 

tions the island's two 
bishops and their clergy 
fought openly to unseat 
the incumbent governor, 
on the ground of hJs re. 
fusal to accede to church 
demands regarding reli­
gious instruction in the 
schools and his position 
relating to birth control. 
Victory for the governor 
meant embarrassing de· 
feat for the church and 
louder and stronger 
crit icism of her policies. 

- alls. We walked up the narrow streets, some 
· .;st wide enough to allow passage of a car, 
: :hers still paved with the unusual blue.gray 
: : leks called acloqttines, cast in Spain from 
:on factory residues and then brought to San 
; Jan in the form of ship ballast. On every 
-.and we could see examples of Spanish colo· 
~al period homes, complete with Iron-laced 
:alconies overhanging narrow sldewall<s. 

We wall<ed down the street called Caleta de 
~m Juan, which Jc>ads to an Impressive arch· 

ay In the ancient city wall. The wall here 
..= twenty feet thick and huge four·inch·thick 
-:::thogany doors open in a section of wall that 
· "\'ers up, without break, as high as a four-
= five·Story buildmg. Then over to the for· 

-=ess known as El Morro (The Headland ; 
;_ .. .fi), a huge fortification whose gray ram­
=-~'"ts menacingly guard the entrance to San 
· _:m Bay. El Morro enabled the Spanish to 
.=..ii.'1tain control of the island for almost four 

::::ruries, with only brief Interruptions. Its 
g;- at moated wall with sloping, wedge·shaped 
-~s for cannon, its rounded sentry boxes, 

_; e cisterns, tunnels, stairways, ramps and 
. ..:; emplacements stood of! British, French 
_ - d Dutch invaders as well as the roving buc­
..::t!ers. 

2 eligious Need Being Met 
:-he majority of Puerto Ricans profess to be 

:!.:holic. Yet, though fanatical about baseball 
a.;._ cocl<ftghts, they are rarely so about reli-

:1. Spiritism is widely practiced and Prot· 
-.:i!lt religions are toler a ted. The Ca tho lie 
.:-ch has lost much ground here during the 

~: two decades, largely because of priests' 
~bl1ng in politics. In the 1952 and 1960 elec-
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Noting the overt attempts of the church to 
dominate t he political scene, and contrasting 
that with the conduct of Jehovah's witnesses, 
many Catholics have begun to revise their 
thinking on religious matters. The clergy can 
no longer do as they wish. It Is not at all un· 
usual for Jehovah's witnesses to give Bible lee· 
tures in the public plazas of various towns, 
often with a large Catholic church looming up 
behind them. Some years ago when a priest 
turned on a loudspeaker to drown out the Bi· 
ble talk, the police quickly put a stop to his 
interference. In the town where this tool< place 
there is now an active congregation of forty 
Witnesses. 

The "God's Sons of Liberty" Assembly was 
truly successful. It aided all those Witnesses 
on the island to see where their ministry can 
be improved. It gave them a clearer vision of 
their grand privilege. And as delegates took 
leave of one another and of the island, they 
did so with a magnificent mental picture of 
the work going on in all of the Central and 
South American lands, for Brothers Knorr and 
Franz had given them a resume of the entire 
tour. Brother Knorr also aroused curiosity and 
expectation by mentioning his thoughts about 
the possibility of a large international assem­
bly of Jehovah's witnesses sometime in the 
future. What an event to contemplate! 

The announcement that more than 175,000 
persons had attended the public lectures of the 
entire series of assemblies commencing in 
Mexico and winding up in Puerto Rico, cer· 
tainly speaks of much work done and much 
still to be done. The prophctlc exhortation is 
being obeyed: "Sing to Jehovah a new song, 
. . . you islands and you inhabiting them." 
-Isa. 42:10. 
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Forty-third Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead 
L < ft to l'iJ:ht : Front I ow: S!WJ>illl!;", T,. r-;, hncourt, V., Schnf•·l', J., 'l'hoohll'M!Il, J.1' ''"''lund, 0., So:hlhlt, .T .• O.:hsner, n .. B:.rr, 1>., 
(':\l1H'T011, ~}., Butch~·. It., C'a rter. M .. Tamayo, n .. lAUIJ:'Wt>rlh , ::;, , \Vois~. J. Second row: \\'hih;OHih, L . f.o(•h, r .. Nlchul!'lt>ll, P .. 
S"!'riil, ":• po,hl'rts, )f . . . Yona.min<, ;'11., Sur!"· llf. , ('ulJb, J.;. , ,!Joychu~. H., Anu,•rs ,.ni ;11 .. l.o~e. l\1., <"nrl';" · Y ., He.nuin .. ,.,., J\1. 
T hord row. SruJ th, L., \V!lhllTuF, [1 .. J O\H•r, ::; , '\ashburn, J., L:t•·pnz, h .. HYrd. J., Co llcr, A., flutt•" ' · l.J .. J.utr.hart . S., Y da, .1., 
J:o<•~. J\1., Stoin, ,\1., 'l'ilu>l, L. Fourth row: Brt•w<:r , V., NorbOln, U. , Wnnl. E., Lydcrs, E ., Larl<~vn , 0., J . Vtnu~. ll., L:tr'C•I<Hal:l, :,; , 
L'\r Hton•la, J. , K•·PP, C . . Jhu·man, F .. N or hum. R., NuJ{(·nt, 1<., l'OW(Ir, :0. F ifth row: "lpller, .T. , :<mith, Fl., :.l:t~zola, .r. Kro,·mLr, B., 
Thunb<;r;{, J .1• Sterblin ~, V .. Hog,•rs, 0 .. Mnlll'~t lC, Lewellyn, S., Hor a n, J., Darrn.; h,.., C., ~ovko, s., "'uL:;on, ll. Sixth row: Jo'll·l!·hc·r, .1., 
::;awyeJ·, I ., :3n Jtdow, ~1. . W hile. Jt., Tl or au , u., Hnyes U. , Cool<, s .. Bu,.,.l,., v .• JJ.r('wvr, J., Sli·:H ror<l , s., Gnli"h' IY. K., Pro~"r, \Y. 
Seventh row: Collier, R .. l3:tld ls, M., J~on~worth, A., J)tly, Ji/.. 'l'homp,.o n

1 
T., Ly tl e, M., .rohn'\.S~r>ll, $., .l 'r·osser, J. , 'l'HlUi l!iioC'n, n., 

S t ,.•·blin.s::-. F. , B~.:atly, C., \V>;zo lel:, .L. E•ghth row: Callshe , .r., l!•·~ch <<'. t~ .. Franc••s(:lwlti, H., I furman, H .. Baker , IC. , 'T'ylkh, J., 
1•11 IU )\ 1., Hc\) tifl~on, n . ~C.Jvlf , D .. F'ostrr• . .r .• T .. :! r~~nu , n .. ~,·.7•J':l'l. H. (1\n tl l'rslf'\n. c -no' in "'''ll1Tf'l, 1)11(' tn ilhtt·!:':o:) 



Could You 'Follow Him' as a Missionary? 

FOLLOW whom? \' ,/, follow J esus 
Christ, the Son of orl who when on 

:th ~aid to two of J j< .. :isc'plcs ., :1o we ~ 
.....:>h ·ng at the tW"". "Con1e at cr me:· 
-=-::ey a t once lcf, their fi-;1-tin~ nPts at d 
- erally folJO\, ed Jesus, bl:coming " fishers 

;: men," Chl'isc:an rrti~sionaries.-'Matt. 4. : 
- . 40. 

Jesus Christ himself was the chief mis­
_..,nary, for he truly was "one ;:;c.nt forth 

propagate the faiLh, doctrine ot· prin­
;'!:s of a religion," the wor ;hip of Jc'1D­
~. He left the glorious aml congenial 
.;.rroundings he enjoyed in heaven, the 
:npanionship of his heavenly Fathet· and 

. his many spiri Lual brothers. His lcav­
- - h is heavenly ! ~orne and coming down 

the earth w ru; a far greatct· change 
.. :::.n for any missiona y today to lea\ e the 
.. :;. pro;;pcrous c.nd prOJlC si·;c country 

he wol'ld at1J go to the most bac.n~·ard, 
_§ lSc-ridden and poverty-stnc' n land 
. "arth. 
:. you wuuld b" .... Christian missior,u· •• 
... will need hirh, 1aith that God '''II l'"' 

!'!'Ue to his promise to supply all your 
_ :Is if you am;wer t11e missionan.: call. 
:art. G:33) L. \ \ill abo tak ... cour<:tgc to 

_ .;;:ik loose fJ. 0m you!' na ive soil t~.ncl \'Cn· 

::Le forth into stran.,c tcr1 itm·y, there to 
..a:..n a st 1·ange tongue. And, above all. it 

__ ! mke a great de'll 0.1. loY~, unselfish, 
-1ciplcd, agaJ,Je love. 
:'oday there a re some 25.000 Un1ted 

- .. -es m issional'ies active in Afnca, .1s1a 
-:!Latin America. But wbo.t k:nd of m:s-

'l3.I'ies? EvCl so maoy of them pu4 ~uc 
:...::r than cvangdistic gwnls; they are 

L:...:.sionories of hc~clth and m1 iicir.0; they 
.:-h people political princ~plcs and how 
~akc a living, or ho\v to inprove H:.cir 

=- .1ods of ag:iculturP. 
B.1. such non-evan~, h;tic goals will not 
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apply to you if yen arc tr1.inr"l as n mis­
sior- ry by the \'.'atchto\. "'!' r,l)Jc School 
a" C .~ad . Ther~ \'Cu lca.-n to n,p!') ·~ciate 
t''a~ your prim~ ~o will be 1o c~rry out 
the cor· ,;~~ion :"sL-> r,ave t1is followers 
just b"f(\ ';) he h. 4't 'hem: "Go therefore 
and m,~·c dt (';:~!e:; of peopl~ oZ :.. 1 i:he na ­
tions, l:la!)Uzing H ·"11 .n the n 1·~c of the 
Fathe:· and of the Son T1rl of the holy 
sp~rit, teaching tl' .... m to ob~·"t'\'e all the 
.. hi.,,..., ~ 11:l'>'e commam~ed ~·ou." (!\ 1t t. 28: 
19, :..:0) A:~r' '10'\ ..... Jc~ •·' apostle's obey 
that commn1cl? By pncliclng medicine? 
By concern i n~~ t 1,t.tn5eh·es '' ith political, 
social and ec01wmic pt·oblems of the peo­
ple? Far IroLl it! 1h y nadc known G0d's 
purpose:; and rcquirdncms for men.-Acts 
10:34-43; 17:2!:.!-31. 

Yes, at Gilead School students arc 
r.?..-..~h: tn bJ th0 ldnd of mis~icnm .. :s ti r 
JC!sus and his apostles were .. \.s tr.e stu­
dents of tl1c 431 d grnduatit !g class ex­
p.-essed it (amor-g other ihin-:::s) :n heir 
t·esoh.:.t!on v ... ., ··ciation to t·le '1 ~::d"rti: 
of the sci10o . .. • 0\\' c.ould anyone ask fo~ 
a g ·pqt.-•r lJlt !..7 , '• .. n to haYc fi ,.e mon11l~ 
to 1~ completch a _,.;orbed · 1 studymp; 
Gflrl s \\ ord? Th' · · ·en .Jr' ovah's g~il 
to u.s here ut '- col. Solomo 1 \vrOte : ·rr 
... you call out fo1· undc1stl ncing il~elf 
and . . . a<, rvc hid treaslil'c<; you keep 
searci1ing for ii, in '1a· Cl .~ you \\'ill 

understamt l 1c :!'ca1· o ' JC10'.< h .' ... In 
our hou.·::; ot ·.,cc~il:r; :1.1d ~earcJung' we 
have truly hc>cn rr.war It d w i 1 inct•castYl 
Ul1l!C"stamlin:; or God's \11 J/U, f long with 
~md1 deepcJ.· L!ppr.;ciu.t:on of the chvin~ 
wisdom mo.n!fest in I he !=>· l'!!)tu· -..; and th,' 
value of • ' yinjj its p.:tnct)les in ou · 
lives."- Pr::n . 2:3-6 . 

At their g1 aduation, which tool; place 
Mru:ch 12 HA)7, at the Jehovah'_ \'1 •• ne::s­
es Assembly Hall in NP.w York city. they 



received what might be termed farewell 
counsel and the final impetus to measure 
up as Christian missionaries. One speaker, 
U. Glass, reminded them of the importance 
of keeping the right viewpoint of things, 
never to permit themselves to be side­
tracked by 'looking at worthless things.' 
(Ps. 119:37) Another, E. Dunlap, brought 
to their attention the fact that while they 
were going forth as peace messengers, 
even as noted on their diplomas, they 
would meet strong opposition and so would 
have to be "suffering evil" as good sol­
diers of Jesus Christ.-2 Tim. 2:3. 

Still another speaker, G. Couch, ob­
served that, while at the Gilead missionary 
school they had favorable conditions for 
growing spiritually, from now on they 
would find things far less ideal, even as a 
tomato plant transplanted in the spring 
from greenhouse to open field may find its 
new environment far from ideal. The vice­
president of the Watch Tower Society, 
F. W. Franz, noted that they were being 
sent forth to carry on a fight against Bib­
lical illiteracy and ignorance to the four 
corners of the earth. And in particular 
were they given fine counsel, and at some 
length, by the president of this Society 
and of the school, N. H. Knorr. He began 
by noting to what extent chance enters 
into just what we physically happen to be, 
and then developed his theme of appreciat­
ing life and the need to strive for spiritual 
maturity so that they might get a firm 
hold on everlasting 1ife. 

The 103 students had come from many 
walks of life, schoolteachers and manual 
laborers, printers and professional musi­
cians (one had played for years in Duke 
Ellington's band), barbers and beauticians, 
and so forth. They had come from many 
lands, three from Hawaii, five all the 
way from Australia; in fact, one young 
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man had come from about as far from 
New York, where t.'1e school is located, as 
it is possible on this earth, from Perth 
in Western Australia, at least some 12,000 
miles away. 

Why had these young folk, whose aver­
age age was twenty-six years, answered 
the call to become missionaries? When 
asked this question, they replied: ''Be­
cause I wanted to advance spiritually." 
"Because I wanted to serve more fully." 
''Because I wanted to preach where the 
need was greater than in my home terri­
tory." "As far back as I can remember, 
ever since I was five years old, I have 
wanted to become a missionary." "When I 
was fifteen years of age,'' said a loveiy 
Hawaiian miss, "missionaries brought me 
the truth about Jehovah. My association 
with them since then made me want to 
be a missionary, too. After eight years I 
finally made it." In many instances it was 
also the fine training by a dedicated par­
ent or parents that inspired the missionary 
spirit in these young people. 

It will take faith, courage, love and hard 
work for you to become a Christ ian mis­
sionary, but the results are worth it. Such 
missionaries are a rich group, even as one 
traveler, who had met many of them on 
a tour through South America expressed 
it in his talk to the students: "Among us 
travelers were some materially rich, but 
I never heard one of the missionaries say, 
'I wish I were in their place.' But I heard 
many of these travelers say, 'My, how rich 
those missionaries are in joys of service! 
I wish I could share some of that!' Thos2 
missionaries were rich in joy, rich in con­
tentment, rich in ingathering pleasures." 

Could you or would you like to be one 
of those rich missionaries? If so, write 
the publishers of this magazine for in­
formation. 

AWAKE! 



I;\ RECENT years there have been in­
creased efforts to unite the many reli­

_t"Jus organizations of Christendom. These 
~ZJmenical efforts have even included at­
::::npts toward obtaining unity with non­
: nristian religions. This desire to unite 
_ppears, on the surface, to be a noble one. 
3 .H is it? How should you, as a person 
seeking God's favor, view ecumenical ef­
:.:-rts? 

The important thing is to determine if 
-~~:n ighty God approves of his worshipers 
.:niting with persons who have conflicting 
~!iefs and practices. To find out, please 
;.~:·n in your Bible to Exodus chapter 
....-,·enty-three, verses thirty-two and thirty­
::.ree. If yours is the Authorized or King 
• ... mes Vers ion) you will observe that God's 
::.:..-plicit command to his Israelite people 
- a;;: "Thou shalt make no covenant with 
:.=..:m, nor with their gods. They shaH not 
~~.--en in thy land, lest they make thee sin 
- Eainst me: for if thou serve their gods, 
: \Vill surely be a snare unto thee."-See 
~ ~ ~o_ Deuteronomy 7: 3, 4 and First Kings 
__ :o, 6, 9. 

But what are God's instructions to 
.=-nristians? Are they the same? Turn, 
;..:ase, to First Corinthians 10 :20, 21, and 
~erve that it says: "The things which 
:.-:~ Gentiles [nations] sacrifice, they sacri­
::.: :: to devils, and not to God: and I would 
- :: that ye should have fellowship with 
-=·.ils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the 
:....:. d, and the cup of devils : ye cannot be 
~~akers of the Lord's table, and of the 
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table of devils." (AV) Clearly, then, if 
Christians are to be pleasing to God, they 
cannot participate in the religious services 
of those whose form of worship conflicts 
with what God approves. 

Emphasizing that true Christians should 
keep separate from worship that is not in 
harmony with Bible truth, Second Corin­
thians 6:14-17 says: "Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers : for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrigh­
teousness? and what communion hath 
light with darkness? And what concord 
hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath 
he that believeth with an infidel? And 
what agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols? . . . Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord."-A V. 

Obviously, then, it is unscriptural to 
seek fellowship with individuals or reli­
gious organizations that do not accept Je­
sus Christ as God's provision for saving 
mankind from condemnation to sin and 
death. (Acts 4: 12) Yet, it may be asked, 
what is wrong about the uniting of reli­
gions that profess faith in Christ? Are 
they not, in fact, under obligation to seek 
unity with one another in view of Jesus' 
prayer that his followers all "be one"? 
-John 17:11,21. 

No; for while true Christians should be 
at unity among themselves, the religions 
of Christendom reveal by their conflicting 
teachings and practices that they are not 
following the narrow way leading to life. 
They have deviated from the pure Bible 
truths, and have accepted many philoso­
phies and traditions of men. Thus, they 
are instrumental in direct ing the masses 
of mankind on down the broad road that 
Jesus said leads to destruction.-Col. 2:8; 
Matt. 7:13, 14. 

The apostle Paul also warned that there 
would be a contaminating of the pure 
teachings of Christianity, leading to dis-
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astrous consequences. He said that false 
ministers would rise and draw followers 
:ll\er themselves, a.'1d that false Christ ian 
sects would develop and spread. (2 Cor. 
11 :13-15; Acts 20:29, 30) This has oc­
cuned. And a true Christian cannot sub­
mit to merging with these religions ~hat 
have apostatized from the teachings of 
God's Word. 

Jesus Christ himself made unmistakably 
clear that many professed Christians 
would practice a false form of worship, 
when he said: "Many will say to me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophe­
sied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? And then will I 
profess unto them, I never knew you: de­
part from me, ye that work iniquity." 
Would you desire to unite with a religion 
whose adherents are practicing a form of 
worship that makes them enemies of 
Cht ist?-Matt. 7 :21-23, AV. 

Thus, if your religion joins with another 
that teaches differently, it means that you 
become a sharer in t.hat religion's teach­
ings and practices. It means uniting what 
is supposed to be true with what was re­
garded as error. For example, if you do 
not believe that an infant shottld be bap­
tized, are you prepared to unite with a 
religion that practices infant baptism? 
And if you beHeve it is wrong to bow and 
worship before images, could you in clear 
conscience condone this practice and join 
in religious services with those that wor­
ship in this way? Participating in ecu­
menical efforts involves a compromise in 
one's beliefs. 

What would such compromise, in ef­
fect, mean? Why, the collapse of doctrines 
you now held as truth, for many of these 
are unacceptable to other religions and 
will have to be modified or abandoned if 
unity is to be achieved. But this would be 
admitting that they were no longer true! 
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Could you conscientiously do that? Ob\·i­
ously, doct rinal compromise undermines 
real faith in God, for in combining truth 
\\"ith error, the truth becomes corrupted. 

The great need, therefore, exists for a 
person to determine what religious doc­
trines and practices are approved by God. 
Are you sure that the teachings of your 
religion are in harmony with God's Word? 
Have you tested them by personally exam­
ining whether they are supported by the 
Bible? It is vital that you do so, for an 
apostle of Jesus encouraged: "Keep testing 
whether you are in the faith, keep prov­
ing what you youl'Selves are." (2 Cor. 13: 
5) Only by investigating Bible teachings 
yourself can you be sure what is right doc­
trine and practice. When you have deter­
mined this, hold fast to what is right, even 
if this means separating from a religious 
organization that shows itself willing to 
compromise by joining an ecumenical 
movement.-1 Thess. 5:21. 

Con •o a er these auesfons? for on~wer~ 
read the article above 

( 1) What effor! s toward religious unity hove 
been mode in r:?cent years, and what ques­
t ions are thus raised? ( 2) Did God approve 
of his people, the Israelites, joining in wor· 
ship with people of other re ligions? ( 3) In 
whose religious serv1ces are Christians for· 
bidden to sho re? ( 4) From what form of 
worship are Chri stians commanded to keep 
separate? ( 5) A lthough religious fellowship 
with non-Christians is unscripturo l, what 
further ques!ions are raised? ( 6) To what 
do the conflicting teachings and practices 
o rnong Christendom's religions bear witness? 
( 7) What warnings relative to the develop· 
ment of fa lse Christianity did the apostle 
Paul give? ( 8) What form of worship did 
Jesus reveal that many of his professed fol· 
lowers would practice? ( 9) What ore the 
consequences of por:icipating in ecumenical 
movements? (I 0 l What are l he effects of 
re ligi ous compromlse? ( 11) What respon· 
sibil!ty relative to determining true doctrine 
and practice must the individual bear? 

A WAKE! 



TI1e Pope's Appeal 
• Sincerity demands that one 

""'ways set tile proper cxam­
.c. On March 28 Pope Paul 
l: declared that urgent, un­
.. Uish, nonpolitical economic 
"id social action be taken to 

...:.teviate the burdens of the 
'lOr of the world. "The world 

: sick," he said. "We must 
=.ake haste; too many people 
..:e suffering." He called on 
...:.! men-believer and atheist 
--~e-to take up the respon-
1..-il ity for repressing the 
__ -owing, dangerous imbalance 
o::"veen the world's "haves" 

..:.d "have nots," both individ­
_!s and nations. Yet he 
&!d nothing of sharing some 

_: the enormous wealth pos­
e sed by the Vatican, one of 

..::" few nations in the world 
-~ of debt. The Vatican is 

e largest shareholder in the 
- . ld, with a portfolio o! 
'lted securities totaling in 

·- e thousands o:f millions of 
.:.:ars. Would not the poor in 

~ Jth America be benefited by 
s!1are of this'? Much of it 
~c from the poo1· to begin 

.:.!1. Why not return it now? 
:-.:.<:? pope's words were noble, 
-~ when and where in the 
"-; history of the Roman 

~ ·~'lolic Church has she up­
--~ a nation with her 

..i.!th? Instead of enriching 
~ poor, she has enriched her· 

_:_!, plunging many peoples 
::. greater poverty than ever. 
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Sex E ducntlon Boomerangs 
~ Sex education has been pro­
vided in Sweden's schools for 
ten years. From grade one 
upward, chilct~·en learn about 
sex. By grade nine, Swedish 
youngsters, aged 13 to 14, 
have been learning about ve­
nereal disease, abortion and 
sex perversions, and they have 
received explicit advice on 
contraceptive techniques. Lis 
Asklund, who conducts sex­
advice programs for teen­
agers on Sweden's govern­
ment-monopoly radio network, 
said: "We absolutely accept 
premarital intercourse. The 
only conditions are that boy 
and girl want it, and that they 
use contraceptives." What has 
been the result of this exten­
sive educational program that 
condones fornication? Sweden 
has the world's fast(!st-rising 
venereal disease rate, almost 
tripled in a decade of sex 
education, with some 24,000 
new ca::;es offic-_al~y reported 
last year. This is slightly more 
than in Canada, which has al· 
most t hree times the popula­
tion and is still quite reserved 
about sex education. Twelve 
percent of the births in Swe­
den are illegitimate, compared 
to 5 percent in Canada. Fur­
thermore, nearly half of a ll 
Swedish brides-an estimatt'cl 
92 percent of those under 20 
-are already pregnant at 
wedding time. Sex education 
that approves of fornication 

obviously has not brought 
about a moral uplift, but a 
moral breakdown. 

Dust by t~c Cnrlon<l 
~ The Indianapolis Air Pol­
lution Bureau said one snow­
fall brought down enough dust 
on Indiana l1o11s, Indiana, to 
fill 49 railroad cars. From the 
sample examined, the fallout 
was "mostly silicon, a very 
fine sand." It was believed 
that 1,0 :1 tons of this dust 
came rlown on the city alone. 
That fs a lot of pollution in 
what Is generally believed to 
be a clean not<>. 

Tho Ta.x Bile 
~ Th<.! annual t:-n: bill for thl' 
United States exceeds S16!.i.­
OOO,OOO,OOO. The average fami­
ly in America buys 650 gallons 
of gcsoline a year . The federal 
and state taxes now averag~> 
10.51 cents a gallon. Last yPar 
Americans used 74,000,000,000 
gallons. That aggregates close 
to $7,800,000,000 a year in 
gasoline taxes alone! One in­
terstate truck had a sign on it 
that stated: "This truck pays 
more than $3,250 a year in tax­
es." In a single twenty-four­
hour per!od railroads pay 
about $2,500,000 in taxes. The 
companies charge this to the 
people In the freight bills. 
Federal taxes are up 148 per­
cent since 1930 ; state and local 
taxes, 230 pen•cn t. 'fhe aver­
age worh"lllan works 2 hours 
and 19 mmutc,; a day to pay 
his taxes! 

Rellglou<; Unn 'It 
~ Desrlitc order:-; to wait !or 
Pope Paul VI to make some 
declara tion about birth con­
trol, some priests have gone 
ahead and outspokenly urged 
the Catholic chur-ch to easP. 
its ban on contraceptiv<'s, es­
pecially the birth control pill. 
Similarly, questions ar0 bel'l" 
raised about the chu ,·c!1 ban 
on divorce for couples man;P<.l 
by a priest. Despite tnis ban, 
an estimated three to flve mi!· 
lion Roman Catholic, in the 
United Statf's have obtained 



divorces. Interfaith activities 
have also been stepped up. In 
more than 1,000 communities, 
Protestant and Catholic lay­
men are meeting weekly for 
"Jiving-room dialogues." All 
this has bothered top church­
men. In addition, they are 
worried by a decline of around 
250,000 in Catholic grade­
school enrollment in 1966. In 
Latin America priests in some 
places are defecting- some to 
marry, others to protest 
Church policies. Catholic edu­
cators, too, are rebeliing. Prot· 
estant1sm is also having its 
problems. 

The Torrey Canyon 
~ The giant American-owned 
tanker Torrey Canyon went 
aground on the rocks of Seven 
Stones Reef off Lands End, 
Cornwall, England. The 936-
foot ship's hull cracked and 
buckled. Oil poured out and 
moved toward the beaches. 
The Torrey Canyon, the big­
gest ship ever to run aground, 
was carrying 118,000 tons of 
crude oil from the Persian 
Gulf. At least 75 miles of 
coastline has received some 
oil and the affected zone has 
been widening. A concerted 
effort was made to break up 
the thick oil with detergent. 
There was a great threat to 
marine life, including lobsters 
and oysters. Sea birds by the 
hundreds were said to have 
died. Finally the order was 
given and the ship was 
bombed. The sea became a 
huge ball of flame and smoke, 
but the oil pollution persisted. 

Stiffel' Penalties 
~ "If the public wants to stop 
crime," said Police Commis­
sioner Howard R. Leary of 
New York city, "they must 
have the Jaws changed t o safe­
guard the community ... We 
do not think the criminal ele­
ment is very fearful of the 
present penalties." Then he 
asked : "What laws have been 
passed recently to protect 
you?" He then offered his own 
answer : "None!" ''Why should 
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we have to arrest the same 
man over and O\'er again for 
rape? The same man over and 
over again for robbery? Per· 
haps what you need is a law to 
remove him permanently from 
society," he said. A survey 
taken in Philadelphia during 
1965 showed that 35 pe1·cent 
of all violent crimes were 
committed by persons who 
were on parole, probation or 
bail and 40 percent were com­
mitted by persons who had 
been convicted at least twice 
for crimes or misdemeanors. 
The first business of govern­
ment is to protect the person 
and property, but an increas­
ing number are inclined to be­
lieve that the government is 
more concerned about the 
rights of the lawless than the 
law-abiding. 

Baby Boom Ends 
~ During i.966, 3,629,000 ba· 
bies were born in the United 
States. That is the lowest 
total since 1950. It is 131,000 
fewer births than were record· 
ed in the same period in 1965. 
This decline took place when 
the number of marriages was 
increasing: 1,844,000 in 1966, 
up 55,000 over 1965. The pres­
ent birth rate is 18.5 babies 
per 1,000 people, which is the 
lowest rate since the depres­
sion years 1933 and 1936. It 
contrasts with the 26.6 rate 
recorded in 1947, the peak of 
the post-World War II baby 
boom. The birth rate in the 
United States has dropped off 
25 percent in nine years. Popu­
lation growth, from births, 
slowed 9 percent last year 
alone. 

Tide of Century 
~ Tens of thousands of 
French flocked to the beach 
at Normandy, France, on 
March 2:7 to witness the sea's 
farthest rollback in this part 
of the world in six decades. 
The moon and the sun teamed 
up in an awesome gravitation­
al tug-of-war with the sea, 
dragging waters back six 
miles from the land. The mas-

sive withdrawal of the sea, 
dubbed "the tide of the cen­
tury," uncovered remains of 
Gallic-Roman wal~s. At mid­
afternoon, the returning tide, 
pushed by wind and driving 
rain, came back wit h the 
speed "of a galloping horse.'' 

Brazilian Disaster 
~ At least 160 persons were 
known dead from floods and 
rain-loosened earth and rock 
that cascaded down on cities 
north of Sao Paulo on March 
19. It was the third major 
disaster caused by rain along 
the Brazilian coast this year. 
More than 700 per sons were 
k illed in floods and landslides 
in the other two di:;asters. 

Turlcs Hard Hit 
~ Earthquakes during 1966 
killed at least 2,968 persons 
in eleven nations. But Turkey 
was particularly hard hit. Of 
the total victims, 2,556 were 
Turks. 

Smallpox Epidemic 
<@> More than 1,000 persons in 
the Indian state of Bihar were 
killed by smallpox, health 
officials said on March 24. 
The outbreak centered in the 
Buddhist sacred city of Gaya. 
where pa nicky residents are 
sacrificing goats to appease 
what they consider the anger 
of their goddess Sheetla. Tho 
authorities blamed the out­
break on a religious taboo 
against vaccination and on 
malnutrition. 

Employee Thef ts 
~ Business losses through 
fraud, thievery and related 
crimes rose 15 percent last 
year. Annual losses suffered 
by U.S . business genera1ly 
due to employee theft are 
estimated by the security in· 
dustry at between $2,000,000,-
000 and $3,000,000,000. A mes­
sage by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson showed that a tre· 
mendous number of crimes 
are unreported or undetected, 
perhaps as much as ten times 
the number of those reported, 
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1r::i-::-h underscores crime as a 
::-.ajor problem plaguing the 
- ..:2ness world. 

C:-y fo r 30,000 Pries ts 
• Jesuit oriest Dona ld Pare 

:.a:d that the Roman Catholic 
~~rch has undertaken an in· 
2":3ive campaign to r ecruit 
~=-e priests. To reach ratio 
:-.:-,quirements of one priest for 
" H Y 1,254 Catholics, 30,715 
-:~d have to be ordained im­

:::~iately. P are stated that 
. ::; reason why there is a 
:Jrtage of priests is that the 
.. esthood does not have the 
:estige it once had, and no 
• ::ger is it a haven for the in· 
:ure. "Frankly," he added, 
; have many students from 

- 'VI Catholic schools who 
_::not accept the concept of a 

_ .!'!g God, or of a God at all." 
~~-. then, can they become 

:-.ests? 

.,_-,:hat!ologlca! Dat ing 
• Dating objects unearthed 

by archaeologists is not an 
accurate science. A special re· 
oorr to the New York Times, 
~larch 25, from Romania says 
that "for nearly 50 years, the 
dating of the Vinca culture 
has been an open controversy 
among anthropologists. A ra­
diocarbon test of burned wood 
splinters from the Vinca area 
in 1953-54 Indicated that they 
da ted from about 4100 B.C. 
But this date contradicted the 
evidence of rock strata, which 
suggested that the culture 
dated from about 2900 B.C." 

Double S tandard 
~ By Congressional action, 
United States cigarette manu· 
facturers are required to label 
cigarette packages sold in 
America : "Caution: Cigarette 
smoking may be hazardous to 
health." This warning label is 
not required on cigarette pack­
ages prepared for export. Why 
not? Are human lives else· 

where less precious ? Now the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture is reinforcing this 
deplorable double standard by 
extending subsidies totaling 
$210,000 for overseas adver­
tising of American cigarettes. 

Book Deterioration 
~ The paper in many books 
printed in this century is de­
teriorating so rapidly that the 
books may soon be unusable. 
A committee studying this 
matter has found that pub­
lishers began to use alum 
resin in the treatment of 
paper about the year 1870 . 
Studies show that the acidity 
of this resin is the main cattse 
for the disintegration of the 
paper in books. Many books 
printed in the first half of the 
20th century will not last until 
the year 2000, it was revealed, 
whereas some books printed 
as early as 1532 are still dura· 
ble enough to be read. 

Since 1914--a new way of life 
has opened up! Without par­

allel in man's history! A new 
era in the history of the uni­

verse! What has happened? 
What does it mean to you? 

Read the booklet named be­
low. Each, 5c. Or, 7 for 25c. 

Send at once! 

What Has God)s Kingdom Been Doing Since 1914? 

WATCH TO W ER 117 ADAMS ST. B R 0 0 K l Y N, N.Y. 1 1 2 C 1 

Please send me [ cop(y,-les) of the remarkal,Jle booklet What Has G·od's Kingdom Been 

Doing Since 191I, f {each. 5c; or. 7 tor 25c) . I am enclosing ........ ............ . 

Street and Number 
::\ame ..................................... .................. .................... .......... . or Route and Box ......... ............ ......................... ......... .... . 

Clty ..... .... ..... ............ ... ....... ........... ... ... .... ....... ......... . ... ........... State ..... ............ ................. ...... Zone or Code ................. . 
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