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Awake

“I is already the hour for you to awake.”
—Romans 13:11

@

Voluma XLVIII

London, England, Fehruary 22, 1967

Mumhber 4

GUARD ACAINST

THE PRACTICE OF SIN

POET long ago said: “To err is hu-

man; to forgive, divine.,” As much as
that saying is quoted, it is not altogether
true. To forgive may be Godlike, but fo
be human does not necessarily mean 1o
err, Our first parents, though human, did
not have to err. They were created per-
fect. (Gen. 1:31; Deut. 32:4) When the
Son of God came to earth he proved this
to be true, for, though human, he did not
err—not in thought, nor in word, nor in
deed. (1 Pet. 2:22) It is only due to the
transgression of our first parents that err-
ing became human, that “the inclination
of the heart of man is bad from his youth
up.”—Gen, 8:21; Rom. 5:12,

But let no one jump to the conclusion
that, since a tendency to err, to sin, to
make mistakes, is inherent in man, we
have no obligation to strive against these.
“We do have such an obligation! We are
obligated by the light of conscience, and
our very ability to reason, to treat others
as we ourselves would be treated and to
" take care of ourselves properly so as not
to become a burden upon others. And to
the extent that we become familiar with
. Bible principles we are further obli-
gated, for knowledge brings responsibility,
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In this regard some have pointed to the
mistakes made by certain men of God and
asked how it was possible for them to do
such things. But the important thing is
not that they did this or that but that

‘they did not take their erring lightly,

they did not make a practice of such
things. Noah js such an example. On
one occasion, some years after the Flood,
he drank wine to the point of intoxi-
cation. No doubt there were extenuat-
ing circumstances; but, be that as it may,
the fact remains that we do not read of
his getting intoxicated again., So also with
the apostle Peter. Though on one occasion
he denied his Lord three timesg because of
fear of man, he sincerely repented and
thereafter became a fearless witness to
his God and his Lord, continuing faithful
in spite of beatings and imprisonment.
—Acts 5:40, 41; 12:3-5,

In this respect Peter stood in striking
contrast to his fellow apostle Judas. Judas
had made a practice of being dishonest;
for, as the inspired record tells us, “he
was a thief and had the money box and
used to carry off the monies put in it.” He
made a practice of stealing, and that from
such an unselfishly dedicated group as Je-

3



sus and his apostles while posing as cne
of them! Pride and greed combined in him
to commit the act of betraying his Lord,
No wonder that afterward he found no
repentance, though remorseful, and so
hanged himself'—John 12:1-6.

The apostle John makes this fine dis-
tinction between commi\tting a certain sin
and making a practice of sinning, saying:
“My little children, I am writing you
these things that you may not commit a
sin. And yet, if anyone does commit a sin,
we have a helper with the Father, Jesus
Christ, a righteous one.”—1 John 2:1.

But as regards those who keep on re-
peating their sins he says: “Everyone who
practices sin is also practicing lawlessness,
and so sin is lawlessness. He who carries
on sin originates with the Devil, because
the Devil has been sinning from the be-
ginning”; that is, from his beginning as
Satan the Devil—1 John 3:4, 8.

Today, more than ever before, we see
people making a practice of sin, of loose
conduct, of sexual immorality, of crime.
Regarding the problem this poses for
those having to do with law enforcement,
the New York Daily News, July 8, 1966,
had a ‘guest editorial’ by New York's
Chief Police Inspector 8. D. Garelick,
which read: “Recidivism (the repeating of
crimes by the same persons) is increasing
in intensity and is becoming much more
serious. The fear of punishment is waning
and it is apparent that there is a lack of
respect of other people—both for their
person and property.”

'This “falling back,” which is what recid-
ivism literally means, is something that
every self-respecting person, every lover
of righteousness and, in particular, every
Christian should want to guard against,
for often it iz the practice, rather than the
gin itself, that determines its seriousness.
Thus in the summer of 1966 in a certain
Brooklyn congregation of Jehovah's wit-
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Nesses two likable young people were ex-
communicated, disfellowshiped, to the
shock of many of their friends. Why?
They had been put on probation because
of having violated the Christian moral
Code, but, instead of taking this censure
to heart and exercising care in the future,
they became repeaters, making a practice
of their wrongdoing. So the Christian con-
gragation had no alternative but to ex-
communicate them,

_ Not that committing a single act of sin
1 to be taken lightly. Not at ail! One will

never become a practicer of certain sins

if he never commits them the first time.
Besides, it is so much easier to transgress
the second time; one may even find he has
aCquired a craving for it, More than that,
Many a single act has resulted in untold
misery, as imwed mothers, victims of ve-
nereal disease, and even King David of old
can well testify.—2 Sam. 12:7-12,

Yet, because of circumstances, because
of being caught off guard, because of in-
herited tendencies, 2 person may yield to
temptation and commit a serious wrong.
Then what? Will he sincerely repent and
change his course of action? If he is wise
he will cultivate a hatred for what is bad
because of the evil it entails, even though
it may seem pleasant. As the psalmist
counsels: “O you lovers of Jehovah, hate
What is bad.”—Ps. 97:10. -

He who wants forgiveness and a right
standing before God and his fellows must
be on guard against making a practice of
erring, of sinning. He must walk in the
fear of God, keeping close to Him by a
study of his Word and by prayer. A great
aid is association with those who recog-

‘nize the Bible's lofty principles. Doing so,

he can have stumbling stones become
stepping-stones, and the undeserved kind-
Ness that God has extended to him will not
have failed in its purpose.—2 Cor. 6:1.
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What
Are

lour
hildren
being
Taught?
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United Church of
Canada®s modern
Sunday-school course
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T YON'T be surprised if Johnny comes home from

Sunday School some day soon and tells you that
the whale didn’t swallow Jonah, that Moses didn’t
cross the Red Sea, and that what the Bible says about
the creation of the world is way off base.”

Thus the Toronto Daily Star commented on the na-
ture of the modern Sunday-school course of the United
Church of Canada shortly before it was published. The
course, a million-dollar publishing enterprise, features
gpecial literature for children of various ages, primary,
junior, and so forth. In addition to the Teacher’s Guide
for the various age-groups there are such books as
God Speaks Through People, The Word and the Way
and The Mystery of the Rock.

Christian parents know that it is important for their
children to take in the right kind of religious knowl-
edge. Why? Because as Jesus Christ said: “This means
everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of you, the
only true God, and of the one whom you sent forth,
Jesus Christ,” At the same timme, knowledge of God's
Word will enable the children to go straight and avoid
the many pitfalls causing juvenile delinquency, even
as we read: “All Scripture is inspired of God and bene-
ficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things
straight, for disciplining in righteousness.”-—John 17;
3: 2 Tim. 3:16.

If you are parents who love God, you want your
children to take in explanations of the Bible that will
strengthen their faith in God and in his Word, not de-
stroy it; knowledge that will help them to do what is
right by instilling in them the fear of God, not make
them indifferent to what is right and wrong. Will they
be getting this kind of teaching from the Sunday-
school course of the United Church of Canada?

First Eleven Chapiers of Genesis—*Not History”?
Repeatedly these United Church publications make
the statement that the first eleven chapters of Genesis

- are not history: “The basic ideas on which the rest

of the literature is built are set out in the first eleven
chapters of Genesis. These chapters are not history.
. . . The first historical person to emerge in the Biblical
narrative is Abraham.’!

But is ‘that what Jesus Christ and his apostles
taught? By no means! Jesus accepted the account of
creation as history, for he used it to refute the position
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of his oppanents on the matter of divorce:

“Did you hot read that he who created
them from the beginning made them male
and female?” (Matt. 19:3-6) He made ref-
erence to the shedding of Abel’s blood as
history, and he also considered the ac-
count of Neoah and the Flood as historical.
--Matt. 23:35; 24:37.

Jesus’ apostles and early disciples were
wholly of the same mind. Why would
Luke, an educated physician, trace the
genealogy of Jesus, not only back to Abra-
ham, as did Matthew, but farther back,
to Adam, and that according to the Gene-
sis account, if these first eleven chapters
were nhot historical? (Luke 3:34-38) Why
would the apostle Paul tell of sin entering
into the world by one man and death rul-
ing as king “even over those who had not
sinmed after the likeness of the transgres-
sion by Adam,” if Adam were not a his-
torical person?—Rom. 5:12-14,

More than that, why did the wrlter of
the book of Hebrews draw on thede first
eleven chapters for examples of faith if
they are not historical? He tells that “by
faith Abel offered God a sacrifice of great-
er worth than Cain,” and that “by faith
Noah . . . showed godly fear and con-
structed an ark.” (Heb. 11:4-7) Other Bi-
ble writers, such as the apostles Peter and
John and the disciple Jude likewise make
reference to events and persons recorded
in the first eleven chapters of Genesis,
—2 Pet, 2:5; 3:6; 1 John 3:12; Jude 14.

Parents, with whom do you agree? With
Jesus Christ and his apostles and early
disciples who regarded the first eleven
chapters of Genesis as historical or with
the Sunday-school course of the United
Church of Canada, which claims that
those chapters are based on myths?

The Bible Charged with Inconsistencies
The Sunday-school course also charges
that the Bible contains-inconsistencies and
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therefore cannot be taken literally as the
infallible Word of God. “There are incon-
sistencies in the Bible. . . . If you compare
the two creation stories you will see that
in the first one, man and woman are cre-
ated together at the same time. In the
second story man s created first.”’z

It may well be asked, How can such a
statement be made in all sincerity? The
account of creation in the first chapter of
Genesis merely states that “God proceeded
to create the man in his image . . . male
and female he created them.” (Gen. 1:27)
Nothing is said here about time. It is sim-
ply a condensed statement of what oc-
curred. Proof of this is seen in chapter
two, from which we learn how God cre-
ated man, “out of dust from the ground”
and blew “into his nostrils the breath of
life.,” And in giving the details, the sec-
ond chapter also tells us how the woman
was created, when, as well as why—be-
cause it was not good for the man fo be
alone.—Gen. 2:7, 18-25,

How logical that the writer of Genesis
in telling of the creation of all material
things would first give & condensed -state-
ment of the creation of the first human.
pair and then devote another portion to
the details as to just how the first man
and woman were individually created!
Surely there is nothing inconsistent about
the way these two chapiers of Genesis are
written.

"The United Church of Canada spokes-
man lists another alleged inconsistency as
follows:

“Israel used to be ruled by judges. A
judge was a sort of combined general and
prime- minister. He assumed leadership
during a national emergency. Once the
emergency was settled, he became a pri-
vate citizen again. This was not a very
stable form of leadership, so Saul was fi-
nally chosen as the first king. One story
says the choice was made by God. The
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other says, in choosing a king, the peopla
were reglly putting a man in the place of
their King.”?

But what are the facts according to the
Bible record? In the first place, these
emergencies arose only because the Israel-
ites fell away from the worship of Jeho-
vah. Secondly, it was Jehovah God who
time and again chose these judges, and,
further, the reason the people “finally”
wanted a king was that the Israelites
got the idea from the nations roundabout
them. There is nothing inconsistent about
the Bible record, for it shows that while
.the people wanted a king, it was Jehovah
God who chose the particular man who
was to be their first king.—1 Sam. 8:4-20;
10:1, 24; Hos. 13:11,

Other alleged inconsistencies in the Bi-
ble can be as readily explained, The Bible
contains inconsistencies only for those
who want to find them in the Bible as an
excuse for not accepting it as the inspired
Word of God. Parents, do you want your
children to view the Bible as filled with
inconsistencies or do you agree with Jesus
Christ when he said to his Father, “Your
word is truth”?—John 17:17.

Moses’ Miracles Explained Away

How this modern Sunday-school course
destroys faith rather than building it is
further seen from jts efforts to explain
away the miracles of Moses. Thus the
death of the firstborn of Egypt is termed
a “children’s disease of such epidemic pro-
portions that nearly every Egyptian home
lost at least one child.”* But what does
the Bible say? It tells that only the first-
born died, whether small children or older’
ones, and even the firstborn of the lower
animals; also that the only protection
against the plague was having the lintels
and doorposts of one’s house sprinkled
with the passover blood and remaining in-
side. More than that, we read that Jeho-
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vah God claimed all the firstborn of Israel
as his because of having spared them from
this plague.—Ex, 12:1-38; Num. 3:40-51.

Children who attend these courses are
also asked to belleve that from previous
experience, accidentally come by, Moses
knew that the “Red Sea"” was a very shal-
low body of water and that men, women
and children could walk through it but
that chariots and horses or even a man in
armor would get bogged down in it.t It
strains credulity to claim that a mother
with babe in arms, of which there must
have been many among the fleeing Israel-
ites, could have waded through the muddy
seabed but a man in armor would have
perished in the attempt. At the same time
such an explanation ignores the Bible ac-
count that there was literally a wall of
water on each side of the Israelites as they
marched across dry of foot, not having
waded through shallow, muddy waters!
—Ex. 14:5-15:21,

This Sunday-school! course further
teaches children that Moses was familiar
with manna and knew that it would spoil
if kept for more than one day.* But the
inspired Bible record tells us that it
spoiled if kept over until the next morn-
ing, except if that morning was a sabbath.
Then, the day before, the Israelites were
to gather twice as much, as It would not
spoil if kept twenty-four hours longer.
And what is more, when the Israelites
wanted to gather manna on the sabbath,
which they had been expressly forbidden
to do, they did not find any manna. How'
can it be explained why the manna did
not spoil when kept over to the sabbath
but spoiled when kept overnight on other
days? And how can it be explalned that
they found no manna on the sabbath?
—Ex. 16:11-31.

Clearly, Moses made much of these un-
usual characteristics. Was it all fiction?
By no means! Rather, it was Jehovah God
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by means of Moses who was teaching his
people the Israelites the lessons of obe-
dience and dependence upon their God.
What can endeavoring to explain away all
these miracles do but destroy the faith of
children in the Bible as the dependable,
authoritative Word of God? Is that what
you would want?

Jesug' Birth Without the Miraculous?

Regarding the virgin birth of Jesus
Christ, children are told by the Sunday-
school course of the United Church of
Canada, that “this may rest on a mistaken
translation of Isaiah 7:14.”¢ But, regard-
less of how Isaiah 7:14 reads, the inspired
Gospel writers Matthew and Luke leave
no doubt sbout the faet that the virgin
Mary conceived by the power of God’s ho-
ly spirit. Reported Matthew: “She was
found to be pregnant by holy spirit before
they were united.” Also Joseph was urged
to accept Mary as his wife because “that
which has been begotten in her is by holy
spirit.” (Matt. 1:18-20) And Luke gives
us more details. (Luke 1:28-38) It can-
not honestly be stated that the belief in
the virgin birth of Jesus depends upon a
mistranslation! Why, Jesus Christ himself
time and again testified to his own pre-
human existence and so did his apostles,
Since he did have a prehuman existence,
he could not have had a human father;
and so Mary must have been a virgin who
conceived by the power of God—John 1:
1-3; 3:13; 6:41; 8:58; Phil. 2:3-8.

Not content with casting doubt on the
virgin birth of Jesus, this Sunday-school
course also questions the rest of the record
about Jesus' birth: “Such narratives as
the annunciation to Mary (Luke 1:26-38)
and the shepherds and the angels (Luke
2:8-15) and the visit of the wise men
(Matthew 2:1-12) are expressions of the
reverence, love and devotion that Matthew
and Luke shared. . . . Crude literalistie
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analysis will literally get us nowhere.”s

But Luke begins his Gospel with no al-
lowance for his merely giving expression
to his love and devotion for the Messiah,
nor is there any bid to us to use our imagi-
nation in understanding what he has to
say: “Whereas many have undertaken to
compile a statement of the facts that are
given full crédence among us, just as those
who from the beginning became eyewit-
nesses and attendants of the message de-
livered these to us, I resolved also, be-
cause I have traced all things from the
start with accuracy, to write them in logi-
cal order to you, most excellent Theophi-
lus, that you may know fully the certainty
of the things that you have been taught
orally.” Parents, surely you can see that
the Bible is setting out fully checked facts
of history and not engaging in poetic
flights of imagination as the authors of
the Sunday-school course of the United
Church of Canada would have children be-
lieve.—Luke 1:1-4,

Is It Honest?

So determined are the writers of this
Sunday-school course to do away with
Biblical miracles that they will even dis-
tort the record to keep from mentioning
them. How damaging to the faith of chil-
dren this can be may be seen from the
way they retell Jerusalem’s deliverance
from the siege of Sennacherib in the days
of King Hezekiah: “The Assyrians did re-
turn to their own land, but Hezekiah had
to pay them a big price to do so0.”® Is this
right? No, it is not, for according to the
Bible account, even after King Hezekiah
tried to pay off Sennacherib with a
large sum, that pagan emperor proceeded
against Jerusalem. (2 Ki. 18:13-27) True,
relief came, but how? “It came about on
that night that the angel of Jehovah pro-
ceeded to go out and sirike down a hun-
dred and eighty-five thousand in the camp
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of the Assyrians. When people rose up
early in the morning, why, there aill of
them were dead carcasses.”—2 Ki. 19:35.

There just were no two ways about it.
The issue was!unequivocally stated and
joined: Was Jehovah, the God of Judah,
the one true God, or was he like the gods
of the nations roundabout? Sennacherib's
spokesman had taunted: f‘]bo not listen to
'Hezekiah, for he allures you, saying, ‘Je-
hovah himself will deliver us.’ Have the
gods of the nations at all delivered each
one his own land out of the hand of the
king of Assyria?”’-—2 Ki. 18:32-35.

Meeting the issue head on, King Heze-
kiah prayed to Jehovah: “Open your eyes,
O Jehovah, and see, and hear the words
of Sennacherib that he has sent to taunt
the living God. It is a fact, O Jehovah, the
kings of Assyria have devastated the na-
tions and their land. And they have con-
signed their gods to the fire, because they
were no gods, but the workmanship of
man’s hands . . . And now, O Jehovah our
God, save us, please, out of his hand, that
all the kingdoms of the earth may know
that you, O Jehovah, are God alone.” In
view of such a plea, what else would Jeho-
vah God do hut act in a supernatural way
so as to prove that he was indeed the one
true God?—2 Ki. 19:16-19.

And so, as we have already noted, it
came about. But the paying of a big price
to have Sennacherib return would not
have been a vindication of Jehovah as the
one true and living God. To present the
account in this fashion is palpably dishon-
est and robs youth of a powerful example
showing Jehovah’s superiority- over all
other gods, weakening faith. Parents,
would you want this to happen to your
“children?—2 Ki. 19:21-35.

Unchristian and Faith-destroying
The Bible's account sirengthens the

faith of youth in Jehovah as the one true
FPEBRUARY 22, 1967

God. But distorted and dighonest retell-
ings of it are faith-destroying as well as
unchristian, Jesus Christ.and his apostles
and early disciples were all-of the same
mind. They accepted the Hebrew Scrip-
tures as the inspired Word of God and re-
peatedly quoted from them, appealing to
them as the authority. Today we are liv-
ing in the times Jesus foretold in his great
prophecy about the conclusion of the sys-
tem of things, We have seen, not only
wars, famines, earthquakes and pesti-
lences, but also the “increasing of lawless-
ness,” as a result of which the ‘love of God
on the part of the greater number of peo-
ple has cooled off.’ Many people have little
faith, if any at all.—Matt. 24:12.

With the Bible being charged with in-
consistencies, with its miracles either ig-
nored or explained away, is it any won-
der that modern youth has so little faith
in God? The situation is not limited to
Canada, The stand taken by the United
Church of Canada’s Sunday-school course
is the same as that taken by ever so many
other professedly Christian organizations
and groups, and the faith-destroying effect
is the same. So parents, it is up to you
to choose. Do you believe the Bible to be
the inspired Word of God? Do you believe
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, knew
what he was sayving when he testified to
the truth of the Scriptures? If you do,
then you will want to look somewhere oth-
er than to such churches of Christendom
for help in teaching your children about
God and the Bible. Standing ready to help
you are the Christian witnhesses of Jeho-
vah in your community, and this applies to

“parents not only in Canada but through-

out the world. '
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T WAS early Saturday morning,

November 12, 1966, at Mesa, Ari-
zona. A jocal beauty shop had just
opened and in it were five women and
two children. Then in came an
eighteen-year-old high-school youth.
He ordered the women to lie on their
stomachs on the floor in a circle like
spokes of a wheel, with their heads
in the center, and then calmly began
to pump bullels into the backs of
their heads as he walked around the
circle, refiiling his revolver as it ran
out of bullets, and laughing all the
while. By the time the police arrived
and apprehended the youth he had
murdered four of the women, stabbed
a three-year-old girl to death “be-
cause she kept jumping around,” and
wounded the remaining woman and
infant,

Why had he done it? According to
his own statement: “I wanted to get
known . . . just wanted to get myself
a name.” He further boasted that he
had planned the murders for about
three months, getting the idea from
the massacre of ‘eight nurses in Chi-
cago and the mass murder of more
than a dogen persons in Austin, Tex-
as. At the time of his arrest he was
cocky and showed no sign of remorse.

Yes, in this age of violence and
crime, youth looms up prominently.

In the United States 48 percetif of all

arrests for serious crimes involve
10

vouths under
eighteen years
of age, This fig-
ure is not at
all surprising
when we note
that New York
police, in mid-
March 1966, ar-
rested a group
of twelve boys,
ages fourteen
to eighteen
years, all from comfortable homes, with money
and autos, who had burglarized seventy-eight
different homes. and stolen thousands of dollars’
worth of goods. Why? They wanted something
to brag about, they said. Then there was the
teen-gger who in three months robbed thirty-
five taxi drivers, many of whom he wounded
with a knife or pair of scissors.

Last September the New York City police
picked up five youths ranging from twelve to
fifteen years of age. Why? One of them had
poured gasoline on two sleeping Bowery tramps
and another threw burning matches cn them
while the other three stood by to watch the
“fun.” Both men had to be rushed to the hos-
pital, where one died four days later from his
wounds, What kind of mentality did these five
“good boys”—according to their parents--have,
for them to plan and execute such a cruel deed?

In November in the same city three well-
dressed youths asked an elderly slightly built
unemployed man for the time and then sud-
denly knocked him to the sidewalk and, in spite
of his pleadings, poured a can of searing lye on
his head. Why? Not for money, but, according
to the police, simply “for the thrill of it.”

Modern youths' proclivity for crime is alzso
seen in vandalismn, In New York city alone
youthful vandalz each year destroy $5 miilion

AWAEKE!?

who
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blame?

Parents blame youths
Youths blame parents,
What are the fucts?



worth of school property. They not only
break windowpanes by the hundreds of
thousands, rip out pay phones and mark
up walls with paint or lipstick but also
steal much. valuable school property.

There are also the sorry and harmful
aspects of “glue sniffing” and other forms
of drug and narcotic addiction such as
LSD. Police records are filled with the
violence and crimes committed by youth-
ful glue addicts, including armed robbery,
rape and murder. Three Chicago youths
of ‘“respectable” homes, while under the
influence of “pills,” shot a sixty-three-
year-old man and then stomped him fo
death.

Not that the crimes of youth are limited
to the United States. It is only that they
are more widespread and vicious there,
Other lands also have their problems. An
item from New Zealand tells of three boys,
two of them thirteen, and one fourteen
years of age, having been involved in
thirteen, nine and six robberies respec-
tively. They stole hundreds of dollars’
worth of transistor radios, wrist watches
and like valuable articles. The press also
reports increasing juvenile delinquency in
Russia and blames it on boredom, And the
latest phenomena are China’s Red Guards,
who have embarked on a campaign of ter-
ror, violence and torture.

Who Is to Blame

Shocking? Yes, this behavior on the
part of youth is indeed shocking. But let
it never be forgotten that youth takes its
attitudes, its values, from adults. There is
no question about the increase of lawless-
ness among adults, According to the FBI
of the United States, there were 2,780,000
serious crimes in the United States in
1965, a 6-percent increase over 1964. It is
the adults who set the example., Thus a
prominent New York City clergyman has
used every conceivable disreputable trick
to evade the law and even became a refu-
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gee from justicer What kind of an ideal
fs he for youth to e¢opy?

Not only do adults set wretched exam-
ples for youth, but some of them make it
their business to exploit youth for the
sake of selfish gain. They encourage youth
to gamble, to become drug addiets, and
they harden them to violence by its por-
trayal in motion pictures and on television
screens, and in particular do they abet
youths’ trend toward sexusl immorality
by pornographic material, books, magsa-
zines and moving pictures, all of which
has become a multimillion-dollar business
in the United States. Who is operating it?
Adults. Who are its prime targets? Youth,

But in particular are the immediate
parents of delinquent and criminal youths
to blame; a fact on which, incidentally,
both the Bible and psychiatrists are
agreed. Thus the Bible says: “Train up a
boy according to the way for him; even
wheh he grows old he will not turn aside
from it.” (Prov. 22:6) And reports Secience
Digest (December 1966): “Psychiatrists
. . . Place the blame for eriminality almost
completely on the early parent-child rela-
tionship.” It also reports that “delinquents
begin antisocial acts at the average age of
eight.”

In what respects do the parents fall

* short? Primarily in two respects. One of

these is the failure to be firm for what is
right, or to be “strict,” in dealing with
their offspring. The other is an indiffer.
ence as to what is best for the child and
an unwillingness to sacrifice one's plea-
sures for one’s children. They both betray
a lack of parental love and affection,
which the Bible shows was to be one of
the characteristics of the “last days.”
—2 Tim. 3:1, 3.

Rightly the Bible says: “Do not hold
back discipline from the mere boy.” (Prov.
23:13) The wisdom of this is apparent
from the report of a seven-year survey
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sponsored by the National Institute of
Mental Health and under the direction of
Dr. Coppersmith, chairman of the Univer-
sity of California Psychology Department.
According to his findings: “Almost with-
out exception the most successful children
—in school and in play—came from homes
where parents laid down the law. Children
of strict parents reported that punishment
usually was deserved . . . Children from
strict parents felt closer and more affec-
tionate to their parents than children from
permissive homes. The father usually was
successful, confident and the family dis-
ciplinarian.” He also stated that these
strict parents put the acquiring of high
standards ahead of a child’s enjoying him-
self, and achievement ahead of sociability.
“They knew practically all their childrens’
friends.” Yes, as the Bible shows, the par-
ent that+truly loves his child will discipline
him. (Heb. 12:6-11) This is in striking
contrast to such parents as the prominent
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, attorney who
tried to: excuse the raping of a fifteen-
year-old girl by seven teen-age youths, one
of which was his own son, as a “boyish
prank."

The importance of parents’ having a
genuine interest in their children is being
demonstrated by the New Castle, Pennsyl-

vania, Youth Guidance Council, According .

to its spokesman, “most children who get
in trouble are in onhe way or another ne-
glected at home, . , . Some parents are just
indifferent.” Through this Council a youth
who has gotten into trouble with the law
has a counselor assigned to him whose
chief role is ‘to be a substitute parent for
the youth to confide in and look up to.
(Just what parents should be!) This has
proved so helpful that very few of these
youths show up at police headquarters a
second time, resulting in a decrease-in ju-
venile crime in this city as compared with
increases elsewhere.—Parents’ Magazine
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and Better Homemaking, February 1966.

In one New York community there is a
somewhat similar arrangement in which
mature, volunteer women are assigned as
‘school moms,” one to each problem child,
with whom they spend several mornings
each week. Being a “school mom” requires
much patience and affection, but the re-
sults are worth it, not only for the child
but also for the “school mom,” one of
whom stated: “I've never done anything
so exhausting and rewarding in my life.
No one can measure what it means to me
to know that I am, in a very real sense, .
helping to save [the child’s] life.” What
these are willing to do for other people’s
children, parents should be willing to do
for their own. If they did, there would be
no need for such “school moms”—The
PTA Magazine, June 1966.

Note also the record being made by the
Kinderdorf orphans. Instead of being
housed in large institutions, these live in
tiny villages consisting of individual homes
where a mature woman Wwith a sense of
humor and, above all, a large motherly
heart presides over eight children, The
village itself has a male supervisor serving
as father. The purpose of Kinderdorf is
“the generating of strong currents of love,
. . . The mother's job is love.” Some 200
of these children have already grown to
adulthood, not one of whom has turned
out bad. Originated in Austria, the Kinder-
dorf idea is spreading to many other lands.

But it is not only mother love that is .
needed. The role of that male supervisor
is just as important if not more so. The
Scriptural principle of the father being the
head of the home is a sound one. (Eph.
5:22, 23; 6:1-4) Says one government of-
ficial: “The ancient culture in which the
father is the undisputed head of the family

. appears to produce fewer lawbreak-
ers.” No question about the, father’s re-
sponsibility for the way youth turns out!

AWAKE!



Youih’s Qwn Responsibility

Do the foregoing facts absolve youths
from all blame? By no means! They are
not robots. On the principle of particeps
eriminis, accomplices to the crime, they
share the blame. Youths blame parents
~ and then deliberately do worse themselves!

Youths pride themselves on their think-
ing ability, so let them think. Do they
want someone 1o steal their auto and then

wreck it? Do they want to be tortured or

have their home vandalized? So youths
should think about the lack of logic in
treating others differently from the way
they themselves want to be treated.
—Matt., 7:12.

Further, youths should ask themselves,
Does my pursuit of “kicks” or thrills make
sense? Doctors tell that glue sniffing re-
sults in much physical harm and even
death as well as leading to the use of
stronger drugs. As one youth put it: “You
start on the glue Kick and you get to like
it. Then you want a bigger kick. You be-
‘gin to take pills and you like them even
better.” But the result is a ruined life,

Further, youth should be realistic. Does
the pursuit of such lawlessness pay? Is it
~ worthwhile? Is it rewarding? Who sits out
a lifetime sentence for rape, as in the
case of a white Mississippi youth who

" . lured a fifteen-year-old colored  girl into

his car on the pretext of needing a baby-
sitter and then took her to a lonely spot
and at knife point raped her? That teen-
ager's parents or himself? Thus also,
Science Digest, August 1966, tells that sui-
cides are increasing as the cause of deaths
by youths, only auto accidents, cancer and
drowning being more frequent causes of
death, whereas among college students it
iz the second most frequent cause of death.
Besides, are these the ways to reward
one's parents for having practiced all the
self-denial and sacrificing necessary to.
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bring into the world ana rear these
youths? Youths may think taey are smart,
but no more than adults can they thwart
the divine principle that what a man sows
he will also reap.—Gal. 6:7.

There are also other things to consider,
such as peace of mind and self-respect.
Certainly no one who gives expression to
his feelings without regard to the interests
of others can have either self-regpect or
peace of mind.

Ahove all, there is the guestion of God,
the Creator, whose name is Jehovah. All
visible creation testifies to his existence,
even as his Word K shows. (Rom., 1:20)
Only the ‘‘senseless one has said in his
heart: ‘There is no Jehovah,”” (Ps. 14:1)
Since He is our Creator, we are account-
able to him. To recognize that fact means
to fear to displease him, which the Bible
shows is the beginning of wisdom, as it
means to turn away from what is bad.
—Prov. 8:13; 9:10.

The fact that there is so little respect
for the Bible, and that Bible knowledge
has declined and Bible principles are ig-
nored is a basic underlying cause for
youths' crimes, and for this the clergy of
Christendom are chiefly responsible. But
the Bible points out the true course of wis-
dom: It shows that, rather than selfish-
ness, unselfishness is truly rewarding:
“There is more happiness in giving than
there is in receiving,” and who does not
want to be happy? More than that, the Bi-
ble holds out the hope of everlasting life,
and who would not want to live in happi-
ness forever?—Acts 20:35; John 17:3.

That Bible principles can be applied by
parents and youths to modern living is not
merely a theory but is practical and prac-
ticable, It has been proved to be so by
some one million Christian witnesses of
Jehovah living in nearly two hundred
lands and islands of the sea.
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The Caspian Sea

— Russia’s Billion-Ruble Problem

HE Caspian Sea is not g o0VIf 7 fresh- and saltwater fish:
quite & Russian lake. \ pike, sturgeon, mullet,
The Soviet Union and “6__. - 04/ carp, whitefish and her-
Iran share its coastline Te 2 ring, to name a few.
and waters between them, W Yo There are even seals in

Russia claiming the lion’s
share, To the peoples of
America and western Eu-
rope this largest inland
body of water in the world
seems to be rather re-
mote, but {0 Russia the
Caspian is a valuable link
in her waterways system,
a source of food and raw
materizls for industry,
and a very costly and
chronie problem, Let us
see why this is so.

This huge inland sea—
its area is greater than all
the Great Lakes of North TR AN
America put together—
stretches some 750 miles from north to
south and is almost 270 miles across its
widest section. Its 169,000 square miles of
surface make it, in magnitude, truly a
“sea,” though we usuaily call a landlocked
body of water a “lake.” It is formed of

two major basins divided by an under--

water ridge, in reality the eastward con-
tinuation of the Caucasus Mountains. The
meximum depth of the north basin is
1,500 feet, that of the south basin some
3,240 feet.

Fed by the waters of several rivers, in-
ciuding the Ural, the Terek and the Volga,
one of the world’s sixteen largest, we
might expect the Caspian to be a fresh-
water sea. But, in fact, it is salty, though
not too salty to support an sbundance of
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the Caspian, suggesting
some ancient connection
with the Arctic area.

The really profitable
feature of the Russian
fisheries in the Caspian is
the trade in caviar, ob-
tained from sturgeon and
other large fish, And it so
happens that 90 percent
of all sturgeon caught in
the Caspian are caught in
the shallower north basin,
In fact, Astrakhan, near
) the mouth of the Volga
" River, is one of the chief
centers of export of this
delicacy. From this re-
gion almost the whole European demand
for caviar is met.

A Disappearing Sea

But what hothers the Russiang is the
fact that, despite the regular influx of
river waters into this land-girt sea, there
fare undeniable signs that its level is drop-
ping steadily year by year. Imagine what
this means to:port facilities and to fishing
villages that are left high and dry by the
receding shoreline! And what about the
costly installations at oil harbors such as
Baku, center of the Caucasian oil region?
Already the breakwaters constructed in
some locations are, in their stranded state,
useless and unsightly. The threatened loss
to fisheries and to economical shipping by
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seaway by reason of the continuing drop
in the water level certainly poses a serious
‘problem,

The Caspian's water level has a history
of inconstancy. For example, prior to the
year 1665 its level was constantly rising,
Then for sixty-five years it dropped stead-
ily. During the following eighty-five years,
ending in 1815, it had gained and lost as
much as ten feet. Thereafter and until
1930, it seemed to stabilize at eighty-five
feet below sea level. Then, once again, it
began falling, until now it is about ninety-
two feet below sea level.

Explaining the Loss of Water

Researchers have explained that the
fluctuations are tied in with the amount
of rainfall in the whole Volga River basin,
and that this, in turn, is vitally affected
by weather in the Arctic. They point to
the steadily moderating conditions in the
Arctic and fear that this presages a di-
minishing rainfatl and therefore a con-
tinuing fall in the Caspian’s level. They
are not at all optimistic,

Another factor that adversely affects
the northern basin of this vast inland
sea is the tremendous volume of sediment
washed down by the Volga and her tribu-
taries—believed to be about fifty-five mil-
lion cubic feet annually. And this is cause
for chagrin to the Russians on two counts.
Most of the sediment is valuable topsoil
that is lost to the land, and its entry into
the Caspian is making their most produc-
tive fishing areas shallower and shallower.
The constant dredging of the Volga’s delta
is one of the operations that is costing
Russia one billion rubles each year.

Then there are the great dams that have
been reared here and there in the Volga
basin for purposes of irrigation and pro-
duction of hydroelectric power. Huge arti-
ficial lakes have thereby been formed, one
of them near Kuibyshev being almost as
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large as Lake Winnipegosis In Canada.
Thus the inflow of water to the Caspian
has been seriously reduced.

The question of evaporation was consid-
ered to be but a minor cause for water loss
until it was realized that the Gulf of Kara-
Bogaz-Gol was the Caspian’s own special
evaporationt pan. This large, almost circu-
lar gulf or bay on the eastern coast, north
of Krasnovodsk, is believed to have been
at one time merely a shallow depression
in the desert, separated from the Caspian
by a narrow ridge running north and
south., At one time when the sea’s level
was unusually high it is said that the wa-
ters must have breached the ridge with a
400-foot-wide channel and poured into the
desert depression, flooding an area of
about 7,000 square miles to a maximum
depth of about forty feet. Since even now
the level of the gulf is some fifteen feet
below the level of the Caspian the waters
rush through this channel to the gulf at
the rate of 22,000 cubic feet per second—
truly a vast drain!

The torrid winds speed the evaporation
of the waters in this large, shallow “pan,”
building up salty deposits on its bed and
around its shores. The result is that the
salinity of the water climbs steeply as it
enters the gulf, becoming lethal to fish
that are caught in the swift waters of the
channel and swept into the gulf. Salts in
the Caspian’s water amount to 13 parts in
1000 of water, whereas in the gulf there
are 300 parts of salt to the same quantity
of water. Compare this with America’s
Great Salt Lake, which has 200 parts of
salt, or with the Dead Sea, which has 250
parts of salt,

So here, where the waters of the Cas-
pian pour into the gulf, there are desert
eagles, sea gulls, corsac foxes and even
wolves eagerly waiting to pounce upon the
weakening or dead fish before they be-
come too highly impregnated with salt,
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Fish that get too saturated with the salt
are eventually cast up on the shores of
the gulf, where they become completely

dried out and preserved, useful to any

wandering shepherd who may chance to
pass and pick them up for his larder.
Today, due to the lowering of the Cas-
pian’s level, the maximum depth of the
gulf is only about ten feet and its area
has shrunk to some 4,000 square miles,
still well gver twice the area of the Great
Salt Lake. But this .shrinkage only inten-
sifies the evaporation process, and is prov-
ing to be a costly inconvenience to the
Russian interests that are exploiting the
sodium sulfate deposits in the gulf.

Grappling with the Problem

Russian scientists and technical men
have come up with various ideas for solv-
ing the problem of the disappearing sea.
Eyeing the northward-flowing rivers that
seem to drain uselessly into the Aretic
Ocean, they speak of diverting some of
those waters into the Volga River basin
and thence into the Caspian. For example,
they believe that the Ob and Yenisei Riv-
ers could be dammed so as to form a huge
artificial lake the waters of which could
be backed into the Volga water system.
This also, they claim, could be done even
more easily with the Dvina, Mezen -and
Petchora Rivers, since their valleys lie
west of the Ural Mountain barrier. How-

ever, it is generally admitted that such
vast schemes would involve staggering ex-
penditures and many years of labor before
anything tangible could be achieved.

Another more immediate scheme, for
the maintenance of the water level in the
northern portion of the sea, calls for con-
struction of a dam aecross the Caspian
from a point south of the Terek River on
the west coast to the Island of Kulali off
the eastern coast. Then another short dam
would connect the island with the main-
land. The total length of the proposed
dams would be 280 miles. Though oppo-
nents criticize this as an almost impossible
undertaking, its proponets point out that
the maximum water depth that would be
encountered at the proposed site would be
only about twenty feet.

It remains to be seen whether Russia
can solve this problem and how many
more billions of rubles it may cost. It may

.even be that the inconstant Caspian will

move into another period of buildup. The
fact remains, however, that this vast in-
land sea presents a unique geographical
feature. Ordinarily rain and snow on the
land masses eventually seep and drain by
rivers and streams intg the ocean. But
here is an instance where the rivers pour
into the Caspian, and it, in turn, pours its
waters into the eastern desert. The Cas-
pian has no other known outlet,

”ﬁccotc(ing to Their Kinds™

The bioclogical rule that Iiving things were created to reproduce “according to
thelr kinds” ocecurs ten times in Genesis chapter one. This immutable law was
made by the Creator, Jehovah God. While allowing for immense variety within
each family kind, it does not allow for the evolutionary idea that one family kind
can make or evolve another, entirely new, kind, So obvious is this that even
current proevolution scientific journals such as Scientific American have admitted
it. In its December 1966 issue on page 32 it said: “Living things are enormously
diverse in form, but form is remsarkably constant within any given line of descent:
pigs remain pigs and oak trees remain oak trees generation after generation.”
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FTER & separation of about two.

years a couple of old friends got
together, keen on exchanging news
and talking over old times. As we
listen in on their conversation, John
is saying: “Make yourseif comfort-
able, George. Will you have a
smoke?”’

“No thanks,” is the rejoinder.
And then, after a brief pause: “I
thought you quit smoking the same
time I did after that report by the Surgeon
General in'19647?”

“Youw're quite right, I did cut out ciga-
rettes for a few months. But then I got
started again. Everyone else is doing it,
s0 I could see no reason why I should deny
myself the pleasure.”

“That may be okay,’ said George, “but
if everyone took to loose living, I'm sure
you would not follow the crowd.”

“Oh, that is different. After all, there
has been no solid proof that smoking is
the hazard they try to make of it, and I
have been told that the Surgeon General's
report was only a scare.”

“T would like to know where you get
your information, John, because every
time I pick up a magazinhe or a newspaper,
it seems, I find articles about the dangers
of cigarette smoking, often by medical
men with long experience. The mere fact
of cigarettes being linked with lung can-
cer prompted me to give some serious
thought to the subject. Why run the risk
of cancer?”

“Do you really think the matter so se-
rious, George? You know, there are many
cancer deaths among nonsmokers.”

“Quite true, John, but that is because
there are other causeS. At least the link
between cigarettes and lung cancer is es-
tablished, and statistical records of male
smokers who were patients in hospitals
for other- réasons indicate that the inci-
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dence of cancer is directly related to heavy
smﬂking."

“Well, I am not a heavy smoker—only
about twenty a day.”

“It’s rather odd you should mention that
figure, for I just read a clipping from a
Toronto paper telling how one doctor
claimed the man who smoked one pack per
day can expect to die eight years earlier
than he should; and the two-packs-a-day
mal can move up his date with the under-
taker another eight years.”

“What should I care whether I'm gumg
to die at sixty-five or seventy-three. It's
still a way off.”

“You must be joking,” said George. “I
know right well you would not want to
leave your family without its mainstay
even at sixty-five, if you live that long,
It reminds me of the experience told by
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a scientist who contracted cancer, Speak-
ing of his ability to stop smoking, he.said,
after the operation: ‘I was strongly mo-
tivated; iIf I did not stop, I was a goner.
Even so, I had to submit to surgery, an
ordeal I might have avoided had I quit
a few years earlier,” And his operation
invelved an incision nineteen inches long.”

“I hope I never run into anything like
that. But did you know, George, that only
a small percentage of cigarette smokers
ever contract cancer? Also, I read recently
that a prominent officer of the Tobacco
Institute charged that many ‘unjustifiable
emotional campaigns based on the “health
seare” technigue’ were being conducted.”

“But has it cccurred to you that smok-
ers who die of other ailments may already
have developed cancer, even though not
to the extent that it would appear on the
death certificate as the major cause of
death? Anyway, physicians claim that the
smoker doubles his chances of coronary
disease and lays himself open to chronic
bronchitis. The statistics are gquite positive
on this.”

“Yas, George, but don’t you know that
almost anything can be proved by statis-
tics? They are not g0 accurate as they are
supposed to be.” .

“That depends altogether on the hon-
esty and the integrity of the one employ-
ing them. All these doctors who are them-
selves breaking away from the cigarette
habit and warning others to do the same
are not going to make more money if
cancer and heart cases are reduced drasti-
cally in number, Besides, you yourself are
it the insurance business, and you have
to depend to & large extent on statistics
to protect you from ecrippling losses. In
fact, several life insurance companies are
now offering lower premium rates to non-
smokers, Most of those who challenge the
statistics produced by independent re-
search projects have some connection with
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the tobacco indusiry or are justifying
their own captivity to the habit.”

“Well, don't you think if the danger
were so real the Government would step
in and completely ban the sale of ciga-
rettes?”

“The Government, John, has to respect:
democratic rights and processes. But even
at that, various governments have gone
quite far. In Italy cigareite advertising is
unlawful. The Polish Government has pur-
posely upped the price of tobacco because
of the conviction that smoking exerts ‘a
negafive influence on the health of the.
population.’ In Britain television adver-
tising of cigarettes was discontinued on
August 1, 1965. In fact, the chief medical
adviser to the British Health Ministry
only recently urged a complete boycott of
cigarette smoking in his country. He
claims that lung cancer and respiratory
ailments cause more than five times as
many deaths as do road accidents in a
year. And here in the United States the
Federal Government requires tobacco
companies to print a danger warning on
all their cigaretie packages. Our Public
Health Service, too, has no delusions about
cigarettes. It awarded grants and con-
tracts totaling nearly $2 million during
the year that ended June 20, 1966, for
research and education on the dangers of
cigarette smoking.”

“T admit they are spending plenty of the
taxpayers’ money on a lot of projects that
I can’t see. What the Government spends
money on doss not always make sense.”

“But look at it this way, John. The
Government stands to lose a lot of badly
needed revenue through curtaifment of
cigarette smoking, Yet in spite of this,
state and federal programs are moving
right ahead. This can only mean that a
growing number of responsible citizens
are convinced of the danger. On this very
point I recall that the sponsors of the Ital-
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ian legislation banning tobacco advertising
felt that it was immoral to permit the
advertising of preducts clearly injurious fo
the nation’s health.”

“You make a strong case, George. But
you must admit that there are many peo-
ple, prominent and otherwise, who still
smoke their favorite brands, and have no
intention of giving them up.,”

“I can’t deny that. I am inclined to
think that they are so completely enslaved
to the habit that they cannot even see
how they could ever get free. It is not that
they believe all the phony advertising
claims about ‘cooler’ smokes, ‘more puffs
to the cigarette,’ billboard posters depict-
ing smokers in delightful and healthful
surroundings—not far from outright mis-
pepresentation.”

“Yet the law does not step in and eurb
it.”

“Well, inh the past it did have to step
in and curb many false claims made by
cigarette advertisers, claims that the prod-
uct would sweeten the breath, prevent
colds, soothe the nerves and all sorts of
other henefits. And even recently the in-
dustry agreed under pressure to impose
its own cede of advertising ethics, By this
code they pledge that ‘cigarette advertis-
ing shall not represent that cigarette
smoking is essential to social prominence,
distinction, success, or sexual attraction.’
They also agree to refrain from using the
names of popular athletes in testimonials
of their products. Yet all these gimmicks
they have been using for decades to entice
the gullible public into becoming their cap-
tive customers.”

“Well, I agree that there has been plen-
ty of promotional advertising of cigarettes,
and I feel that too much of it has been
directed at children.”

“You're so right, John. You know, one
writer aptly described cigarette advertis-
ing as ‘a narcotic dream with an inex-
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cusable dosage of dishonesty’ And the
worst feature of all was touched on by the
American Public Health Association back
in 1959, when it declared that ‘lung can-
cer will claim the lives of more than one
million present schoolchildren in this coun-
try before they reach the age of 70 years.’
I am convinced, however, that there are
those who will be just as much to blame
as tobacco advertisers.”

“Who do you mean?

“I mean adult cigarette smokers in gen-
eral.”

“You mean, George, that we smokers
are the main cause of young people taking
up the habit?”

“That’s exactly it. You know, young-
sters are great mimics, and they like to
try everything they see done by their par-
ents, their heroes, their sport champions.
What they see in real life, on television,
at the movies, becomes something all right
for them. And they are innocent enough
to believe there can be no real harm in
something that is done by so many
people.” _ _

“Well, 1 can't help what other people’s
children do. I forbid my youngsters to
smoke until they are seventeen.”

“So you do realize that smoking is a
menace. But your verbal warnings, with-
out the backing of example, will have no
effect. Your children are going to get
hooked. In fact, most children manage to
get in quite a lot of secret smoking before
they start smoking openly. After all, John,
¥ou are their hero.”

“But I really don't do much smoking in
the home or when they are around; mostly
it's when I'm commuting to and from
work.”

“So that makes you a big-time adver-
tiser for cigarettes.”

“How do you rmmean?”

“Have you ever stopped to think of the
many young people who may be riding in
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the same coach with you? They probably
look forward to the day when they can do
just what you are doing. Of course, there
are also the nonsmokers who are forced
to breathe in your exhaled smoke, It sure-
1y must appeal to them as a deprivation
of their right not to smoke, when so many
smokers on public vehicles insist on blow-
ing their used cigarette smoke all around,
even when ‘No Smoking’ signs prohibit it.

For myself, I never realized how utterly-

oblivious to the comfort of others we
smokers are, until I quit the habit.”

“You know, I never thought of that an-
gle, George. Of course, I usually ask who-
ever is next to me if they mind my smok-
ing. But I know many smokers just go
right ahead without even bothering.”

‘“Even if you do ask your neighbor, your
smoke reaches far beyond him. And in any
case, what are they going to say? Not
many are going to make an issue of it.
Nevertheless, I now know that they are
far from pleased about the situation. More
than that, there are many characteristics
of the smoker that are revolting to the
nonsmokers.”

- “There are? Tell me more.”

“Waell, a smoker’'s hreath and clothing
just reek with stale cigarette smoke. His
teeth and his fingers are often stained an
ugly yellowish eolor, More often than not
he has a smoker’s cough, a harsh, raspy
kind of cough. And, perhaps worst of all,
he keeps clearing his throat and spitting.
Nonsmokers get to thinking of him as a
real menace to their health.”

“You know, George, you make me feel
like a delinquent. And I would quit the
habit tomorrow if I thought I could heat
it. But I have tried it before, and I must
admit it was an awful experience—to find
the longing for cigarettes so deeply rooted
in my system. Do you think it is possible
that I could win out?”
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“I kmow it takes powerful motivation
to quit, for I've been all through it myself.
But that fact alone is enough to show you
that it is a habit-forming drug that robs
its victims of the liberty to make good de-
cisions. That thought got me so mad that
I fought all the harder. When you mar-
shal all these factors we have been dis-
cussing, you have a strong case against
cigarettes.”

“But, George, how do you explain the
fact that so many people eased up on
smoking after the Surgeon General’s re-
port and then slipped back again into the
old routine before many months passed?”

“This conversation tells quite a good
part of the story, John. You did not take
the report too seriously yourself. You did
not bether to investigate the great pile-up
of evidence against cigarette smoking.
You were more prone to notice the state-
ments that tended to justify the habit you
very much wanted to continue. You just
failed to examine the whole question im-
partially, And many others are in the
same boat. Consider, however, the many
benefits to be gained by breaking free of
the habit, ¥You would save money for oth-
er needs. Your lungs and throat would get
a chance to get back to normal. You would
taste your food so much better, and have
a healthier appetite. You would be giving
your own and other children an excellent
example, Of course, you could not expect
miracles. But at least you would know
that you are not willfully contributing to
your own decline in health. To that extent
you would be doing the right thing by
your family, and they do rely upon you
for so many things.”

“You'll never know, George, how help-
ful this chat has been to me. Why not let’s
have another get-together soon. Meantime,
why shpuld I keep on smoking? I'm going
to make a real effort to break this sense-
less habit.”

AWARE!?



nv “A"d\"ﬂkll"
correspondent
in Costas Rica

THEN you see a stalk of corn do you
ever stop to think about what nu-
trients are needed to make it grow and
to produce tasty kernels? If corn does not
grow in your country, we might ask the
same question about any food-producing
plant that does. This is something success-
ful farmers cannot ignore. Plants need
certain nutrients for good growth just as
humans do. If a crop is planted repeatedly
on the same plot of land without replacing
the nutrients that the plants remove from
it, the productivity of the land will drop.
The farmer’s problem, therefore, is to
know what nutrients his land needs and
how they can be put into it for best
productivity.

As a rule plants need large amounts of
ten chemical elements—carbon, hydrogen,
oxygen, phosphorus, potassium, nitrogen,
sulphur, calcium, iron and magnesium. Six
other elements, called trace elements, are
needed in very small amounts-—copper,
boron, zine, manganese, molybdenum and
cobalt. Carbon, hydrogen and oxygen come
mainly from the air and water that the
plant uses, whereas the other elements are
supplied by the soil,

If a farmer’s soil is deficient in some &f
these elements, he must add them to the
soil to achieve a good yield. Citrus fruit,
for example, cannot be produced in abun-
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dance unless zinc, copper and, in some re-
gions, molybdenum are added to the soil.
Soils that are deficient in boron are not
suitable for alfalfa. Whatever crop a farm-
er may grow, he has the problem of de-
termining whether his land has the nec-
essary elements the plants require and

how to provide what is lacking, '

Need for Fertilizers Long Recognized

As far_back as the days of Jesus Christ
it was understood that fertilizers are need-
ed for good plant growth. This is revealed
by an illustration Jesus gave in which he
spoke of a vinedresser digging around a
fig tree and putting manure on it so that
it would become fruitful. (Luke 13:6-9)
The use of manure as a fertilizer must
have been a.common practice at that time
for him to use it in the illustration, Even
the isolated Indians of the Western Hemi-
sphere saw the need for fertilizing their
crops. When they planted corn, they would
drop a small fish in each hill of corn to
fertilize it, So the need to put nutrients
into the soil for good plant growth has
long been recognized.

In the early history of the United States,
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farmers would plant the same crop over
and over agaih on the same land, year
after year. When the Jand wore out, they
moved on to fresh land and repeated the
practice. When the supply of virgin farm-
land ran out, they had to change their
practice by replacing the nutrients their
crops removed from the soil. Manure was
& good means for doing this when there
were lots of horses and every farm had
a good supply of livestock, but the situa-
tien is different today. Automobiles and
tractors have changed the picture. It is
not economical for a large farm to try to
fertilize hundreds of acres with manure
that is in short supply.

The use of animal manure and the plow-
“ing under of cover crops such as legumes,
clover and alfalfa to supply the soil with
needed’ nutrients s still done by many
farmers, but other materials are also be-
ing used. Some are using seed meals, to-
bacco stems, peanut hull meal, garbage
tankage, wool wastes, scrap leather, hoof
and horn meal, bone meal, and so forth.
These are organic fertilizers.

There are, of course, natural methods
by which nutrients are put into the soil,
but they are not satisfactory for a farmer
who is trying to make a living from the
land every year. Lightning, for example,
contributes nitrogen to the soil by oxidiz-

ing nitrogen In the atmosphere, which is’

then deposited on the land by rain. Vol-
canic eruptions are also helpful, but how
many farmers live near an active volcano?
Of course, the initial eruption usually
burns and suffocates plant life around the
volcano, but as time passes, the potash,
sulphur and zinc in the ash are washed
into the soil and combine with the organic
matter there. This builds up a reserve of
plant nutrients that will last for many
years of farming. The volcanic ash spewed
out of Mt. Iraz( here in Costa Rica from
March 1963 to December 1964 covered
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vast areas with voleanic ash that, in time,
will be a great benefit for the farmers.

Inorganic Fertilizers

To solve the fertilizer problem, farmers
have been turning to inorganic fertilizers
and are getting good crop yields from
them, Inorganic nitrogenous fertilizers are
obtained from mineral sources or as by-
products. For example, natural sodium ni-
trate, as mined in Chile, usually contains
from 5 percent to 25 percent nitrogen.
Ammonium sulfate, a by-product of coal,
contains over 20 percent nitrogen. Urea,
made from cyanamide or from ammonia
and carbon dioxide, has the highest ni.
trogen concentration, over 45 percent.

The chief source of phosphate fertilizers
is phosphate rock. Unless the rock is soft,
it is usually ground into a fine powder be-
fore it is applied as a fertilizer, However,
it is more often made into superphosphate
by treating phosphate rock with sulphuric
acid. Organic sources of phosphates are
the bones of animals and guano, a bird
manure that Is found onh some islands in
the Pacific Ocean.

Usually inorganic potassium fertilizers
are obtained from underground mineral
deposits, especially saline residues of salt
lakes. Potassium is also extracted from
the water of oceans, lakes and rivers as
well as from rocks and soils.

It is possible to obtain chemical fertil-
izers-that contain just one of the nutrients
a plant needs or that have several ingre-
dients blended to produce a “mixed fer-
tilizer.” The latter usually contains the
three major plant nutrients—nitrogen,
phosphorus and potassium—plus fillers
that add weight and may contain such
things as manganese sulfate or just plain
sand. The modern trend in commercial
fertilizers is to produce dry, granular mix-
tures becatise these reduce the problem of
caking and stickiness.
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Some farmers prefer the straight fer-
tilizers, those that contain only one nutri-
ent, because they do not go through the
mixing process and therefore are cheaper,
They also are free from guestionable fill-
ers, On the other hand, the advantage of
mixed fertilizers is that one bag contains
all the plant nutrients a crop needs as well
as material to counteract acidity.

You will see on fertilizer bags formulas
such as 3-9-6, 4-12-8 and 5-15-10. These
indicate the ratio existing between the
percentages of nitrogen, phosphoric acid
and potash. In these examples all have a
1-3-2 ratio.

- A farmer has hundreds of commercial
fertilizers from which to choose. Some are
designed for specific crops whereas others
are for certain soil problems he may be
having. One type of fertilizer is known
as ‘“controlled-feeding fertilizer,” because

. it releases the elements in it at a rate that

just about matches the rate at which the
plants need them. An example of this is
the fertilizer known as urea-formaldehyde.
As soil bacteria work on it nitrogen is re-
leased at the rate a plant needs it.

Determining Soil Deficlencies

A problem that confronts a farmer is
how he can determine what nutrients are
deficient in his soil. One way is for him to
observe the plants he grows on it. If they
grow luxuriantly, producing a high-yieid
crop of good quality, it would indicate that
his soil has adequate amounts of nutrients,
On the other hand, if the plants do poorly,
a nutrient deficiency may bhe present.

A corn plant is a good test for deter-
mining plant food needs. If there is a ni-
trogen deficiency in the soil, the corn plant
will show a yellowing of the lower leaves
and older tissue that will spread to the
newer tissue, It will move up the leaf mid-
rib in a V-shaped pattern if the nitfrogen
deficiency persists. Hunger for phospho-

FEBRUARY ®2, 1967

rus is shown by the corn’s being retarded
In its rate of growth, The plant matures
slowly. If it is a young plant, it may have
a dark-green color, with its leaves and
stems turning purplish.

A lack of potassitun in the soil is In-
dicated in a corn plant by leaf edges and
tips that become dry and appear to he
scorched. As the plant grows, a brown-
edge scorch will affect all the leaves, and
the stalk itself will be weak. These visual
symptoms of nutrient deficiencies are not
always completely reliable because there
are other factors that affect a plant such
as diseases, insects and unfavorable cli-
matic conditions.

Another way to determine soil deficien-
cies is by a soil test. Here the problem is
to get representative samples of the soil,
because soils can vary on the same farm.
A farmer can divide his farm into as many
areas as there are pieces of land having
different general characteristics, and then
he can take a single composite sample
from each one. A way this can be done is
by walking over the area, perhaps one
that is no greater than five acres, in a
zigzag fashion taking uniform wvertical
slices of the soil that are about six inches
deep. This can be done in a dozen different
places. These slices are placed in a contain-
er, mixed together and then taken to a
soil-testing laboratory, where nutrient de-
ficiencies as well as other scil character-
istics can usually be determined with a
fair degree of accuracy.

When he knows what his soil needs, he
is in a position to select the correct fertil-
izers. These will be determined to a great
extent by the crops he plans to raise. Some
crops require more of a certain nutrient
than others. Also, a fast-growing crop can-
not always make profitable use of a fer-
tilizer that acts slowly. Then, too, some
fertilizers are guite expensive and cannot
always be used profitably for crops of low
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market value. But if the farmer needs
advice on fertilizers, he can usually get it
from government sagricultural advisers.

At government agricultural stations, at
universities and on loeal farms throughout
the world, many ftests have been per-
formed with fertilizers that generally
prove their value. The North Carolina
Agricultural Experlment Station cites an
example of a field of corn where one part
of the crop had nitrogen &pplied at the
rate of 180 pounds per acre. The result
was 110.3 bushels of corn per acre. The
other part of the

aerate the sofl and improve its water re-
tention capability. They also have a more
lasting effect than commercial fertilizers.
But farmers who operate large farms can-
not make compost heaps big enough to
fertitize hundreds of acres, and they can-
not economically get enough manure. So,
rather than completely draining the land
of murients, they fertilize their fields with
what is available, and the resulting yield
is high. Many believe that chemical fer-

tilizers are solving their problem.
Farmers that use chemical fertilizers
believe that the prop-

crop received no ad-
ditional nitrogen,
and it yielded only
24 .4 bushels on a cor-
responding area. Es.
timates have been
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er use of them will
not harm the soil.
They point out that
in the United States
an estimated 10,600,-
000 tons of nitrogen,

made that fertilizers

have increased crop vield by 25 percent in
the United States and from 50 to 75 per-
cent in some parts of Europe. There are
countless examples where crop yield has
been increased up to several hundred per-
cent by the proper use of fertilizers.

Value of Chemical Fertilizers

‘There are strong differences of opinion
over the value of chemical fertilizers. Per-
sons who are outspoken about the wisdom
of their use argue that chemical fertilizers
can injure the soil, cause the food pro-
duced on them to be infericr to that pro-
duced by the use of organic fertilizers and
can be responsible for some of the illnesses
suffered by people who eat the foods
grown on them. They feel that chemical
fertilizers should-be avoided and that only
organic materials should be used for fer-
tilizing purposes.

Unquestionably = organic materials are
heneficial to the soil, They activate micro-
biological processes, develop soil structure,
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phosphoric oxide and
potash are removed from the seil by crop-
ping each year while some 3,000,000 tons
are returned to it by means of manures.
To compensate the net loss of 7,600,000
tons they feel that commercial fertilizers
are the only answer. They further argue
that the use of organic fertilizers does not
always fill a specific need of a plant.
While it is readily agreed that a great
amount of knowledge has been gained
about plant needs, the continuing contro-
versy over the value of chemical fertiliz-
ers and what is best for plant life indicates
that there is much yet to be learned. The
farmer that is trying to earn a living by
means of farming has the constant prob-
lem of determining what nutrients are re-
quired by his various crops and how best
to supply them in the most economical
way for the most productive results.
Whatever effort he makes to understand
plant needs and to supply those needs by
good fertilizers will benefit his farm.
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By “Awakel” correspondent in Greece

T WAS the early morning hours of De-

cember 8, 1966, and the Greek auto-
and-passenger ferry Heraklion was sailing
from Canea, Crete Island, for Piraeus, the
ancient port city of Athens. Aboard were
more than 275 passengers and crewmen.
About two hours after midnight, when the
ship was near the barren island of Falko-
nera, the Heraklion’s radio operator fran-
tically signaled: “Huge waves are smash-
ing our sides and water is pouring in.”

A few minutes later the stricken ship
sent the ominous message: “S O 8. We
are sinking.” In about fifteen minutes the
8900-ton ship sank, taking to a watery
grave more than 200 persons. It was one
of the worst sea tragedies in Greek his-
tory. What had caused such a mass trag-
edy, bereaving so many families of loved
ones?

Bad Weather Forecast

When the ship sailed at 7:20 pm. on
December 7, the weather forecast was one
of gale warnings. Despite worsening
weather conditions, the fifty-year-old cap-
tain decided not to delay the ship's de-
parture on its thrice-weekly 190-mile
crossing.

During the voyage, the weather wors-
ened, winds blowing at seventy miles per
hour. The lurching ship, having sailed oyer
a hundred miles, was near the outcropping
of Falkonera, Towering seas had caused
- & huge sixteen-ton refrigerator truck to
rock back and forth on its unfixed wheels.
Filled with oranges, the truck had arrived

FEBRUARY 22, 1967

belatedly at the quay. The truck
was hurrfedly put aboard ship
and made to stand diagonslly in
between two cargo ports or exits,
Not only was the truck improp-
erly parked by the doors, but it
was improperly moored, not even
having wedges placed under its
wheels. As the ship lurched, the truck
went back and forth, and with every
movement, the truck was hitting the cargo
door all the harder. Under this beating,
the door gave way and was lost, resulting
in a mighty inflow of water due tg the
tempestuous waves. As the water cas-
caded into the ship’s side, the autos and
trucks, apparently inadequately moored,
were all dashed to one side of the ship,
causing the vessel to dip and overturn,

Crewmen and those passengers who
managed to get out of their beds threw
themselves into the churning sea, only a
few having on ljfe jackets. Some clung to
debris; others quickly drowned. The ship
was now keel upward, and about thirty
castaways were on it, thinking that the
best thing to do was to cling to the keel.
Suddenly a huge wave dashed six of them
away from the wreckage. This was to
become the reason for their rescue, for
the rest of those clinging to the keel short-
ly found themselves in the whirlpool of the
sinking ship and perished,

From the moment the S O S went out,
Greek officials declared a state of emer-
gency and ordered freighters, warships
and planes to converge on the area. When
rescue ships arrived at the scene of the
tragedy the Heraklion had vanished be-
neath the storm-tossed Aegean Sea. At
dawn the rescue ships discerned the sign
of tragedy—broken crates, oil slicks, a
suitcase, planks, oranges, even an auto
floating on a swell. The Arst survivors
were found clinging to the wave-washerd
black rocks of Falkonera Island. Helicop-
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ters and planes spotted other survivors,
but only a small number were found—
fewer than fifty persons.

Lifesaving Action

Though one does hot expect to experi-
ence shipwreck, it 18 wise to know some-
thing about survival. In the case of the
Heraklion, a number of corpses of drowned
persons were found floating, girded with
lifesaving belts. But the life jackets did
not save them. Obviously such jackets
have their greatest value under ideal con-
ditions, but ships often go down when the
weather is bad. Though passengers are as-
signed lifeboats, often there is not time
enough to use them. How, then, could one
increase his chance of surviving in a ship-
wreck? If one must enter the water,
should he wear clothing, strip, or put on
an overcoat? Is it to the castaway’s ad-
vantage to swim or mainly to float about,
wearing a life jacket?

A study of shipwreck survival has been
made by Dr. W. R. Keatinge of Oxford,
who has tried to answer these questions
by studying the survivors of the Lakonia,
which also sank in December, in 1963. He
found that the ship was able to launch only
eighteen of its twenty-four lifeboats. Al-
most 200 persons were left on board. When
they entered the sea, the water tempera-
ture was about 60 degrees F.

The study revealed that 124 persons
died, but of that number only 11 lost their
lives due to injury or accident, Evidence
strongly pointed to the fact that the other
113 lost their lives due to & drop in body
temperature while floating in cool water,
which resulted In unconsciousness, and
though they were afloat, waves splashed
water into their mouths, causing drown-
ing. Dr. Keatinge argues that those cast-
aways would have had a much better
chance to survive had they put on warmer
apparel before entering the water. He
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contends that every little bit helps because
the body temperature drops quickly after
being in cold water for twenty minutes;

In a study made with volunteers, it was
found that the body loses much heat dur-
jng exertion, so that shipwrecked persons
should float (close to one another when
possible) unless a rescue vessel is in sight.

And lifesaving action requires, of
course, that you know where life jackets
are on a ship, also that you know the way
out from your sleeping quarters to the
deck. It is also wise to voyage along with
friends, so you may help one another in
case there is no signal to abandon ship.

Then there is the matter of prevention.
Many tragedies can be prevented simply
by hot traveling in bad weather, even
though one’s vacation is beginning, If you
plan to travel and when the time arrives
the weather is bad, you often postpone
motoring to your destination. And wisely
so! But do you postpone the trip if some-
onhe else is driving? One does not need to
ride with any driver who takes undue
risks with bad weather. You can make the
decision for yourself. .

Nor for that matter does one need to
accept the decision of one in charge of a
plane or ship or any commercial vehicle.
It appears that many carriers are moti-
vated by commercial greed or by pres-
gures due to competition and may be
negligent, In this regard the Athens news.
paper Messimvrini of December 9, 1966,
said after the Heraklion tragedy: “Our
traveling public is suffering hardships and
risks in the holds of speculation of the avid
exploiters of marine traffic. . . . Negligence
18 equal to trickery.”

If you feel a decision to travel in certain
weather conditions is an unwise one, are
you going to entrust your life into the
hands of another even though he has a
commercial license? Lifesaving action is
also up to you.
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I |
| Jesus’ Condemnation I
—on What Charge?

ST

HAT was the charge? and the ver-

dict? Normally such questions ahout
a court trial could be easily answered. But
basic as they seem to be, you might be
hard put to find simple answers in the
case of the most momentous trial in hu-
man history—the trial of Jesus Christ.

The proceedings in Jesus’ case are com-
plicated by the fact that he had what
amounted to two legal trials: Further, the
charges against him varied at different
times during the trials. There were even
a number of judgments or verdicts. That
may be hard to believe if you are accus-
tomed to legal cases’ being tried accord-
ing to set rules, with one charge, one trial
and onhe sentence. But consider the tur-
moil and intrigue involved in Jesus’ case.

Christ’s popularity and his righteous
preaching riled the Jewish religious lead-
ers, After he resurrected Lazarus, the San-
hedrin, the religious high court, decided
Jesus must die. (John 11:45-53) Imagine,
he was condemned before he was tried!
Two days before his death the religlous
authorities “took counsel together to seize
Jesus by crafty device and kil him,”
—Matt. 26:3, 4. _

Sooner than they expected, the oppor-
tunity came. With the help of Judas Isca-
riot the religious leaders were able to take
Jesus into custody at night. Thus they
avoided a possible popular uprising in his
support, However, in order to secure po-
litical and religious support for the black
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deed they had In mind, it would be nec-
essary to condemn Jesus with every out.
ward show of judicial authority-—but
quickly; it would have to be done quickly.

They “led Jesus away to the high priest,
and all the chief priests and the clder men
and the scribes assembled.” (Mark 14:53)
What accusation, though, could the San-
hedrin use to condemn him?

Two witnesses i{estified that Jesus said
he would fear down the temple and build
it again. (Matt. 26:61) To the Jews this
was serious. It was one of the charges that
later drove hateful Jews to stone Stephen
to death, (Acts 6:14) But this charge was
a false accusation, Jesus never said he

-would destroy the temple, not even the

temple of his body. (John 2:19-21) But
to the humiliation of the Sanhedrin, the
two witnesses could not agree. That would
have been necessary according to the Law
even if Jesus had committed some crime.
—Deut. 19:15; Mark 14:59,

With the collapse of the case on that
charge, Caiaphas began agitating for con-
viction on a more serious accusation
—blasphemy. He demanded, “By the liv-
ing God I put you under oath to tell us
whether you are the Christ the Son of
God!"—Matt. 26:63.

Why ask such a question? Undoubtedly
Caiaphas knew that the Jews were sensi-
tive about anyone’s claiming to be the
very Son of God. On two earlier occasions
the Jews drew hasty and incorrect con-
clusions from what Jesus had said, mis-
takenly imagining he claimed to be God
or equal with God. They had then rashly
Iabeled him a blasphemer worthy of death,
—John 10:30-39; 5:16-19.

But, no matter what the Jews thought,
Jesus was the Son of God, So to Caiaphas’
question he courageously replied: “I am.”
Already serving as prosecutor and judge,
Caiaphas now assumed the role of accuser.
“He has blasphemed!” screamed the high
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priest. “What further need do we have of
witnesses?” (Mark 14:62; Matt. 26:65)
Yes, indeed, they would forget the need
for witnesses, ignore the Jewish tradition
that no man can condemn himself and dis-
regard the legal principles! Jesus stood
condemned on the worst charge, the one
most likely to cause the people to reject
him.

"There was yet the matter of the execu-
tion. The Romans had deprived the Jews
of the power to inftict capital punishment,
so the leaders would have to devise an
accusation that would force the Romans
to kill Jesus. Blasphemy? No, that would
never do. It is plain from the apostle
Paul’'s later experiences that Roman au-
thorities would not have condemned Jesus
just because of disputes over Jewish law.
(Acts 18-13-15-, 23-29) T'o meet this emer-
geney the accusers changed Jesus’ charge
from a religious offense to a political one.

They. led Jesus, bound like a common
criminal, to Pilate, the Roman governor.
Slyly they avoided mentioning the previ-

. ous trial and the charge of blasphemy. In-
stead they accused Jesus, saying:. “This
mart we found [1] subverting our mation
and [2] forbidding the paying of taxes to
Caesar and [3] saying he himself is Christ
a king.” (Luke 23:2) Clearly they chose
the most serious charges imaginable, ones
involving sedition and high freason.

“Subverting our nation” was a vague
charge, yet it strongly suggested sedition,
inciting revolt. But where was the evi-
dence? Lacking evidence to prove the
charge, the Jews understandably left it
unsupported.

To forbid the payihg of taxes to Caesar
was a form of treason. It was an open
defiance of the law and a direct denial
of Roman sovereignty in Judea, Jesus,
though, had publicly advised his listeners
40 pay to Caesar what belonged to Caesar,
including tax. (Matt. 22:17-21) Pilate paid
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no attention to this charge. However, the
final and most serious accysation demand-
ed attention.

In private examination Pilate asked Je-
sus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Yes,
‘did you break the law of laesa majestas,
injured majesty;, by making yourself a
king in opposition to Caesar? Christ an-
swered: “Is it of your own originality that
you say this, or did others tell you about
me?” In effect, he was asking, ‘Do you out
of suspicion ask as a Roman judge merely
for personal information, or are you mere-
1y repeating the Jew’s accusation?

Pilate replied: “I am not a Jew, am I?
Your own nation . . . delivered you up to
me. What did you do?" That is to say:
‘You and they are Jews, so you must know
better than I why they charge you with
claiming t6 be a King. What exactly have
you done?’ In answer Jesus spoke of his
kingdom, thus admitting he was a king,
put assured Pilate that it was not of this
world and hence of no danger to Caesar,
(John 18:33-37) After a few more words
Pilate pronounced his judgment to the
Jews: “I find no crime in this man.”’
—Luke 23:4,

At least five times that day Pilate de-
clared Jesus innocent, But at last the Jews
delivered their coup de grdce, their mas-
terstroke. They shouted, “If you release
this man, you are not a friend of Caesar.”
In effect, ‘Release Jesus and we will bring
charges against you; it is his life or yours.’
Unwilling to resist any longer, appalled at
possible criminal action against himself,
Pilate surrendered Jesus to their will
—John 19:12-186.

So, after being charged with endanger-
ing the temple, blasphemy, sedition on a
number of counts and high treason, Jesus’
Jewish and Roman trials were over. He
was condemned by mob verdict, and exe-.
cuted.
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Assembly at Barranquilla
® The Covered Collseum in
Barranquilla, Colombia, was

where the "“God's Sons pf
Liberty” District Assembly of
Jehovah's Witnesses was held,
December 28, 1966-January 1,
1967. To flnd accommodations
for 3,766, who requested rooms
in which to stay during the
five.-day assembly proved a
chiallenge, for in Colombia
living space is at a premium.
However, one week prior to
the assembly all room re
guests were filled and there
were some 902 to spare. The
majority of the accommoda-
tions were free, which accents
the hospitality of the Colom-
bians. A crowd of 5,777 came
ta hear the public lectyre
“Mankind’s Millennium Under
God's Kingdom.” It was esti-
mated that some 2,000 were
Irom the Barrangullla area,
while the remaining 4,000
came from the interior and
other coastal sections. At this
assembly 179 symbolized their
dedication to God by being
totally immersed in water,

Rumble in Red China

& There was a rumble heard
out of Red China on January
8, according to an official Pe.
king radio broadcast moni.
tered in Tokyo, Japan. There
were fatal clashes between
supporters of Chinese Commu-
nist Chairman Mao Tse-tung
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and their opponents. Red
Guards and workers numbher-
ing some 100,000 demanded
the ouster of President Ling
Shao-chi. It was repoyted that
clashes in Nanking Ieft 54
dead and about 900 injyred.

Weather Tragedies

@ For the first time in twepn-
ty-six years snow fell in Mexi-
co City. Temperatures fell to
35 degrees, which iz egld for
Mexice City. Eight persons
died of exposure in the capital
and ten in the provinees as a
result of the cold wave, TLosses
to growing crops ran into the
millions of dollars.

In INorth Malayan flonds the
death toll rose to 36 on Janu-
ary 11, but the receding mon-
soon waters are Irevealing
more bodles. About 100,000 fled
thelr homes during the dis-
aster.,

In Thailand floodwaters
claimed the lives of 22 per
sons and 7,180 families _were
made homeless,

Treatment for Alcoholicg

& Aurora, Ontario, Canada,
has set up a therapeutic center
for research and the {reat
ment. of alcchelism ang other
addiction, This center is unique
in that its first patients are
all Roman Catholic priests.
Clergymen of other religions

will also be considered for
treatment,

Veneznela's Bridge
@ South Amerieca’s longest
suspension bridge, 5,507 feet
long and carrying four traffic
lanes across the Orinoco River,
was put in operation on Janu-
ary 6. President Raul Leoni
of Venezuela was one of the
first to drive across the mag-
nificent structure that links
enezuela’s rapldly developing
~idustrial region of Guayana
with central and western
Venezuela.

Padded Hamburger

@ Some 70,000,000 hamburg-
ers are eaten every.day in the
United States, about half of
them away from home. Re-
cently, the New Jersey State
Department of Health showed
that some hamburger patties
were padded with cereal, blood,
water, ascorbic acid and nia-
cin, The latter two items are
preservatives t0 make inferior
meat look better than it ac-
tually is. Addition of blood
makes it unfit for Christian
consumption., Lagw officials
point out if such substances
are added, it constitutes adul-
teration and subjects violators
to penalties by law,

Nuns Leaving Convents

@ In recent years the Roman
Catholic Church n the United
States has suffered a small but
steady loss among its 181,400
nuns. In the Archdiocese of
New York, for example, 47
nuns left their convents in
1966, twice as many as in
1965. Some church officials es-
timate that resignations from
the Roman Catholic Church
in America have more than
doubled in the past five years.
What particularly worries
church officials is that many
of the ex-nuns are not novices
disillusioned by the ripors of
the training, but mature wom-
en whe have spent ten and
even twenty years in the con-
vert.

Immune to Radioactivity
@ About 600 reenigens of ra-
dicactive fallout can kill a
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man outright. The Japanese
at Hiroshima and Nagasaki
were subject to 300 roentgens.
French nuclear scientists In
the Sahara have discovered
that the African scorpion, the
most deadly of insects, is not
troubled by a massive dose
of 80,000 roentgens, and can
hold out for two days under
154,000. Large spiders cannot
tolerate a dose of 10,000 roent-
gens, and the Mexican scor-
plon succumbs at 50,000, What
In the metabolism of the Afri-
can scorplon immunizes it to
radioactivity is not at present
known to man.

Terrible Fallure

® Judge Charles T, LeBrun
of the Provinclal Magistrate's
Court In ‘Nova Scotia stated
that crime involving teen-

agers and the early-twenties

group Is on the increase and
that the church and clergy
have “fafled terribly” to help
improve the situation, The
clergy remain sllent, he said,
when young people are in
trouble. Judge LeBrun sald 80
percent of the youths who ap-
pear before him say they are
of some denomination, but
few have bheen visited by a
minister.

Champion Phone Users

& Canadlans are the world's
No. 1 telephone users and they
have held this record for the
past fourteen years! In terms
of telephones per 100 popula-
tion, Canada ranks fifth, be-
hind the United States, Swe-
den, New Zealand and
Switzerland. In the talking
department, however, she is
unmatched. In 1965 Canadians
placed an average of 635.6
telephone calls per person, an
Increase of more than 12 calls
per person over the previous
vear. In second place is the
United States, with 620 calls
per person, followed by the
Virgin Islanders with 5%1; the
Icelanders with 565.3 and the
. Swedes with 541.4.
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Catholic Restlessngas

@& Throughout the world there
is a visible restlessness among
Roman Catholics, and the pre
diction is made that 1t will
increase, Willlam J, McLough-
1in, dlrector of student activi-
ties at Gonzaga University in
Spokane, Washington, atated:
"A pgeneration ago we fre.
quently disagreed with some
aspects ol the Church but if
was unthinkable to speak out.
We were, with few exceptions,
a docile generation, good prod-
ucts of the system but less
honest than we might often
have wished.” This is not true
of the present generation, he
added. More and more they
are spenking out. They reject
authoritarianism, and desire
authority to be founded on
reason. They question what
peems frrelevant, “To them,”
he said, “life must have me#n-
ing and must be real and they
are finding this commitment
more and more outside the offl-
cial structure of the Church.”

. Honduras Has Problems

@ Dr. Ari Kiev reported in
The Winter Cornell University
Medical College Alumni Quar-
terly that Honduras' alcohol-
ism and homicide rates are
among the highest in Latin
America and reflect the mea-
ger resources_in the country.
Family breakdown is evident.
Nearly 90 percent of the
fathers are irregularly em-
ployed; frequently they live

away from home. Dr, Kiev

stated that because of crowded
and poor conditions “violence,
homosexuality, criminality,
rape and the, like are ram-
pant.”

*The Retarded Clergy”

4 John R. Graham, minister
of the First Universalist
Church of Denver; recently
called his fellow clergymen
“the retarded Americans.” In-
stead of being the best edu-
cated people in a community,
he sald, the clergy “are more
Hke T, 8. EHot's ‘Hollow Men'
—our headpleces are Aflled

with straw.” He Jlaid %are
clergy shortcomings, saying
that they are more interested
in getting new members than
getting to the truth of Ideas
ahd issues, “We are rated by
our denominations by the
kinds of statistics we can
acgurhulite—members and
money, missions, finaneial sup-
port for our eccleslastical su-
perstructures,” he sald. “In
many ways,” he went on, “the
modern clergyman i3 little
more than a parish prostitute.
We guickly become ‘organiza-
tional men’—by fitting into the
system, we guaraniee our-
selves a lfetime job. By he-
having ourselves, we know
that we will move to larger
churches and higher salarles.
We, of course, label these
moves ‘the call of God’ and
not promotion. As a result we
are more interested in bufld-
ing up the church than in
building men. . . , We quickly
learn what people want to
hear and we give it to them.”
“Ag a result it is more danger-
ous to have an affair with
religion than it is to have one
with a woman.”

Hosapital Horrors

@ On January 10 New York
State Senator Seymour R.
Thaler on the Senate floer
charged that doctors were us-
ing humans as guinea pigs
for experiments. He sgid that
in one hospital when surgeons
have a light schedule, they
go to the psychiatric ward and
pick out a *sick” patient and
proceed to operate to help
train interns. At one point
Thaler said: “The medical
establishment presumed to act
as God over the health and
lives of the medically indl
gent,” He specifled amputa-
tions of the limbs of deformed
‘children to demonstrate surgi-
cal technigues, liver biopsies
performed on alcoholics and
derglicts for research purpos-
es, and the dellberate injection
of live hepatitls vaccine into
the bloodstreams of mentally
retarded children, also as part
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of 2 research program. De.
nials were swift and catepori-
cal from doctors. City hospital
officlals, though denying the
charges, admitted that indeed
some unauthorized experi-
ments, generally involving
tests of new drugs, have taken
place.

Saturn’s Tenth Moon

& A newly discovered moon
of Saturn, reported first by a
French astronomer and then
by the United States Naval
Observatory, lies just outside
the planet’s rings. While the
confirmation is not certain,
the moon is thought to be &
“snowhall” about 150 miles in
diameter that circles the glant
planet every eighteen hours.
If true, this would raise the
number of moons in the solar
system to thirty-two. '

Power Selzure
@® Togo is a country of d4dry
plains and lush forests on the

underside of the bulge of West
Afriea, Its 1500,000 people
of varied tribal groups live
off the land. Early in the
morning of January 13 Togo’s
1200-man army overthrew the
government of President Nico-
las Grunitzky without blood-
shed., The Constitution was
suspended and all political
parties were banned. The head
of the armed forces said the
army seized power to “put an
end to the confused political
situation” in the land.

Syria-Israsl War Threats

& U.S. Ambassador Henry
Cabot Lodge called this world
“a dangerous place” in which
to llve. Few rplers would take
1ssue with that statement.
United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral U Thant warned that a
recent buildup of arms on both
stdes of the Israeli-Syrian bor-
der could soon lead to all-out
war, Thant appealed to both

sldes to “accept without delay
or preconditions .. . an im-
mediate ‘or exiraordinary
meeting of the Israell-Syrian
Mixed Armistice Commission”
with a view to finding a sohi
tion to the problems in the
area.

Oath Withdrawn

@ People who refuse to swear
allegiance to the United States
may receive passports now. It
was decided some months ago
by the staff of the State De-
partment legal adviser, Leon-
ard C. Meeker, that the Secre-
tary of State did not have
legal authority to require the
oath of alleglance from pass.:
port seekers, Neither the Su-
preme Court nar Congress has
acted on the igssue. The new
passport application forms
will continue to carry the oath
as one of the items normally
slgned by those who do not
object.

Does What You Believe
Make a Differenee?

Some heliefs are not too important, such as which

‘color is more pleasin g
matter if you believe
airplane without a
is involved. What a

ut your belie

to the eye. But would it
vou could jump out of an
arachute? Ah, es—your life

fy in God, and

vour relationship to him? Be sure! Read:
“Make Sure of All Things; Hold Fast to What Is Fine.”

Only 5/6

(for Australia, 75¢; for South Africa, 55¢).

WATCH TOWER

THE RIDGEWAY

LONDON N.W. 7

Pleage senf me the 512-page hardbound book of Scripture quntatiom an 123 principal subjects,
entitled *Make Sure of All Things: Hold Fast toc What Is Fine.”" I am enclosing 5/6 (for Austrzlia,
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