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THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE 

News sources that are able Ia keep you awake to the vital issues of our times must 
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. "Awoke!" h·as no fetters. It recognizes 
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; It Is unham­
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of "Awake!" is not narrow, but is international. "Awake!" has its 
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles are read in many lands, in many 
languages, by millions of persons. 

In every issue "Awoke!" presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It 
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offefs sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent passes in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activities in the flelds of government and commerce about which 
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical 
sciences and points of human interest are, all embraced in its coverage. "Awoke!" pro­
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awake!" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those 
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish­
ment of God's righteous new order in this generation. 

Get acquainted with "Awake!" Keep awake by reading "Awake!" 

PcBLISll:J:P S!MULT,!.NEOUSLY IN THE UN!'I'F.!) 5-rATEB BY TH!l 
WATCHTOWER BlBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF NEW YORK, INC. 
117 Adams Streel Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201, U.S.A. 

AND IN E,-OLANP 
WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY 

Watch Tower House. The Ridgeway London N.W. 7, England 
N. H. KNORII. President GH.<:>IT SUITER, Secretary 

Averoge printing each issue: 4,475,000 Now published in 26 languages 
4d a OOPl' (Australia, So; Sooth Afrloa, ,31/,ol Semlrnonthly--AfrikiUins, Cebu•no, Danish. Dutch, Englbh. 

Yeally ~,h,rriotlon rat>S Flnnbh, Ffl'nrh, (Jerman. Gr,.k, Iloko, Itallan. Japane>e, 
om,., for "'"'!monthly c•dttlon• Ro.-.oo. Nor•<'lltan, rarh'g""''· ~panbh, Swedish. Tagalog, 

AJIIOfloa, U.S., 117 Adorno 8\r«t, Brooklyn, I> Y. 11201 $1 Zulu. 
A10tra11o, 11 llcr"lord Rd .• Strathne~o. N.~.W. $1 11\ont~ly--fhtne,, ClllJiooio, Hlllg•n•nn, ~laloralom, follib, 

cauja, 150 Br!dgolano A.e., Toronto J!J. Oot. $1 r'""":':"·':':":"""':":"o"-,c::c::-----------, EAIII&nd, Wateh Tower lloll!le, 
Th" Jltdgow"f, London N.W. 7 7/6 CHANGES OF ADDRESS Ohoo!d rtaoh 10 1\lrty ~oyo 

Now Zoolod, 621 Now North Rd., Auok!>nd S.W. 1 7/- boforo yduf mo.ln11 jato. Gl•• as your •ld and now 
South Alrloa, Pr!<Ole Ba~ 2, r 0 Ehndsfontoln. T,·L 70o adrlr,.s (If P"''lble, )Our old addms labol). Wrlto 

(Monthly <'lltlonl '"'! half tho ab"' rates,) watth Towor. Watoh T....,r House, Tho Rhli"'"'· 
Rt.,lltlnOOI for suboerlpt!on• 'boulJ be "nt to lhe otlke In London N.W. 7, England. 
your couotzy. 0\herwL•e eeM fOUl" remltt•nro to BrooklYn. 
Notf" of nplratlon Is ""\ at leu>\ two 16.9ucs bofoto 
.lllboOT!p\lon .. ptr ... 

~:nt<red as 'OCond-cla" matter ac Brooklyn. ~- y_ 
fr!ntO<! tn f,ngland 

Tho Blblo tranolotltn ,.gularly nod In "Awako!" Is tho New Worl4 Translollon of tho Holy Sorlptum, 1961 odltlon. 
Whon othor tronslatlono oro uoO!I, thlo Is oloarty marked. 

CONTENTS 
Taking Refuge in a Lie 

For \Vhom Do You Pray? 

The Church in Commercial Business 

Ten Thousand Miles on a Raft 

How Dangerous Are Tumors? 

The One-Package Home 

3 

5 

9 

13 

16 

21 

Teen-Agers Refl.ect Moral Breakdown 

Italy's Devastating Floods 

A Book for Your Trip 

"Your Word Is Truth" 
Is Hell Hot? 

Watching the World 

21 

z 



"It is already the hour for you to awake." 
-Romano 13:11 

']"1HE need for a 
1 refuge in this 
time of mounting 
world troubles is 
something that is 
agreed upon by men 
of all kinds. Some 
think that money 
alone furnishes ade­

TAI(!NIJ l(EFIJIJE 
balance, Judah 
reached a stage 
when it would de­
cide in favor of the 
strongest power, 
Egypt or Assyria, 
whichever they 
thought was strong­
er. Jerusalem ap­

INA 

LIE 
quate protection, despite the fact that 
wealth attracts thieves and the further 
fact that material possessions can dete­
riorate in value so suddenly. Others be­
lieve that membership in some religious 
group will prove to be a safeguard, even 
though these organizations often seek safe­
ty, not in God or in Christ, but in po­
litical alliances and military might. 

When clergymen support and advocate 
trusting in the United Nations organiza­
tion,· hailing it as mankind's "last hope 
for peace," are they proving that they 
are on the side of the truth, or are they 
taking refuge in something that will never 
be able to accomplish what is claimed for 
it? Are they taking refuge in a lie? It is 
a question worth investigating, for lives 
may well be in the balance. 

In these troubled times we can learn a 
lesson from what happened in the eighth 
century B.C.E. when the rulers and priests 
of Jerusalem claimed they had assured 
themselves of a refuge from disaster. Ju­
dah had turned from Jehovah God their 
Deliverer to political alliances. Thrown off 
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pealed first to Assyria and, finally, when 
that failed, Jerusalem took refuge in 
Egypt and concealed herself behind 
Egypt's armed might. When the feared 
enemies, the Babylonian besiegers, once 
withdrew because Pharaoh's army was ap­
proaching, the pro-Egyptian rulers felt 
sure that they had a safe refuge to which 
the enemy could never get. But what hap­
pened? 

To those rulers and priests of Jerusa­
lem, God's prophet declared: ''Because you 
men have said: 'We have concluded a 
covenant with Death; ... the overflowing 
flash flood, in case it should pass through, 
will not come to us, for we have made a 
lie our refuge and in falsehood we have 
concealed ourselves'; therefore this is what 
the Lord Jehovah has said: ' ... the hail 
must sweep away. the refuge of a lie.'" 
-Isa. 28:15-17. 

So those rulers of Jerusalem made a lie 
their refuge by trusting in a political al­
liance that could not and did not save them 
from their enemies. Their "refuge of a 
lie" was swept away when the Babylonian 
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conquerors desolated Jerusalem in 607 
B.C.E. 

Is there not a similar situation today? 
Christendom professes to serve God and 
to teach his Word, the Bible. But now that 
we have reached the "last days" of this 
system of things and mankind stands face 
to face with God's war of Armageddon, 
where has Christendom turned for refuge? 
The facts show that Christendom proposed 
and took refuge in the League of Nations 
from 1919 to 1939. Clergymen called the 
League of Nations "the political expres­
sion of the kingdom of God on earth." 
But those same clergymen could have read 
in the Bible what the psalmist David 
wrote: "God is a refuge for us. Indeed ... 
the sons of mankind are a lie." (Ps. 62: 
8, 9) These inspired words stress the fact 
that, in the great matters of life, if we 
depend on men, pin our hope and trust on 
men rather than God, we will find man­
kind a "lie," a false refuge. 

Even some influential men have realize<l 
that trusting in political institutions as a 
guarantee against war can be taking ref­
uge in a lie. In fact, one who had been 
·in the service of the League of Nations for 
eleven years reached the conclusion that 
''we were enacting a gigantic lie, and the 
real motives of the Governments ... were 
quite different from their public explana­
tions of their conduct at Geneva."-The 
Christian Paradox, Cyril Scott, p. 102. 

If that is true concerning the League 
of Nations, what about the United Na­
tions? If those taking part in the League 
of Nations were enacting "a gigantic lie," 
is it different today? Is the U.N. living 
up to what clergymen bave hailed it as­
"tlle Jast hope"? Does it really represent 
united nations, as its name declares? Since 
World War II it is evident there have been 
hot and cold wars across the world, and 
these between members of the U.N. In 
fact, the first secretary-general of the 
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U.N., Trygve Lie, said he had "the most 
impossible job in the world." (Newsweek, 
October 3, 1966) Recently U.N. Secretary­
General U Thant declined to offer himsaif 
for a second term, stressing his frustra­
tions and fears. Later he agreed to take 
office again. "Today it seems to me," 
he wrote, "that the pressure of events is 
remorselessly leading towards a major 
war, while efforts to reverse that trend 
are lagging disastrously behind." (New 
York Times, September 2, 1966) Is the 
U.N. living up to what the clergy expected 
it to be for mankind? Is the U.N. what 
you want for a refuge? 

Where, then, can one find a refuge? In 
God, said the psalmist David. Further, the 
apostle Paul held out this hope based on 
the Word of God: "The Son of God, Christ 
Jesus, ... did not become Yes and yet 
No, but- Yes has become Yes in his case. 
For no matter how many the promises of 
God are, they have become Yes by means 
of him."-2 Cor. 1:19, 20. 

It is Jesus Christ who makes God's 
promise of a l'ighteous New 01'-del· tree 
from war assured of fulfillment. There is 
no uncertainty about it; he is not "Yes 
and yet No." In fact, no matter how many 
the promises of God or how difficult they 
appear to be, they become Yes by means 
of Jesus Christ, God's King! Thus an apos­
tle of Jesus Christ, at 1 Peter 2:6, quoted 
from Isaiah 28:16, right after the part 
about the rulers of Jerusalem who put 
their trust in a lie, and directed us to a 
genuine refuge: "Look! I am laying in 
Zion a stone [Christ Jesus], chm;;en, a 
foundation cornerstone, precious; and no 
one exercising faith in it will by any 
means come to disappointment." 

With "the war of the great day of God 
the Almighty" impending, ~why trust in a 
refuge, such as the U.N., that cannot prove 
trustworthy? Mankind's only hope for per­
manent peace is God's heavenly kingdom. 

AWAKE! 



For 
Whom 
Do 
You 

of all, those of his heavenly Father. He also -prayed 
concerning fellow humans; and not merely for people 
in general, but for particular persons, and concerning 
their individual needs. For example, when Jesus fore­
saw the trials of faith facing his apostle Peter, he 
prayed that God would help Peter. As he told Peter: 
"I have made supplication for you that your faith may 
not give out."-Luke 22:32. 

This concern for others is highlighted in the longest 
prayer of Jesus that is recorded in the Bible. In it he 
prayed regarding his disciples: "I make request con­
cerning them; I make request, not concerning the 
world, but concerning those you have given me . . . . ' Holy Father, watch over them on account of your own 
name ... I make request, not concerning these only, 
but also concerning those putting faith in me through 
their word; in order that they may all be one, just as 
you, Father, are in union with me and I am in union 
with you, that they also may be in union with us." 
-John 17:1-26. 

Do your prayers show as much con-
cern with the interests of others? Do 

For others bOlides younelf? 
What are appropriate thluga 
to pray in behalf of others? 

you have the welfare of others so 
much at heart that it is something 
you regularly speak to God about? Or 
do you pray only for yourself and for 

FATHER is hap­
py to see his 
children show 

unselfish concern for others. 
It makes his heart glad that 
they think of ones besides 
themselves; it is evidence that 
they are maturing, growing 
up. Similarly, our heavenly 
Father is pleased when we are 
interested in the welfare of 
others. Especially is he glad 
when our concern is sufficient 
to move us WlSelfishly to pray 
in behalf of others. 

Jesus Christ set the perfect 
example in doing this. More 
than any other human who 
ever lived, he had the inter­
ests of others at heart. First 
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personal interests? You have perhaps 
noticed that there is a tendency for humans to think 
first of themselves, even in their prayers to God. 

Prayers for Yourself 
This raises the questions: Is it selfish to pray in be­

half of yourself? Will God listen to and answer such 
prayers? What determines whether he will or not? 

In a model prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, 
he showed that personal requests for daily needs are 
quite proper. (Luke 11:1-4) However, many requests 
besides those for daily necessities are also shown in 
the Bible to be acceptable. Jesus himself requested: 
"Father, glorify me alongside youtself with the glory 
that I had alongside you before the world was." This 
personal petition was not presumptuous or selfish~ for 

_ it was in harmony with the reward God had promised 
Jesus for accomplishing His work on earth.-John 
17:5. 

The same can be said of King Solomon's prayer for 
discernment and wisdom, so as to judge God's people 
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properly. Although a personal request, it 
was made With the interests of God and his 
people at heart. It was not made for a 
wrong purpose, nor was it out of harmony 
with God's will. This is a vital require· 
ment for prayers to be acceptable.-! Ki. 
3:5·14; Jas. 4:3. 

Often, however, it is difficult for humans 
to know what God's will is on matters. 
The apostle Paul, for example, prayed 
several times to be relieved of a "thorn in 
the flesh," believed by many to have been 
poor eyesight. Although Paul's personal 
request was made with a proper motive, 
to enable him to serve better as God's 
minister, God realized that greater good 
would be accomplished if this "thorn" was 
not removed. Because Paul was afflicted 
with this weakness, God's power would be 
made even more manifest to those to 
whom Paul ministered, and Paul himself 
would be taught by it to rely on God's 
strength and not his own.-2 Cor. 12: 
7-10. 

Clearly, then, it is not selfish to pray 
for oneself, for even Jesus Christ and the 
apostle Paul did. But in our requests we 
need to realize that the carrying out of 
God's will is of primary importance. It 
comes first. We also need to appreciate, 
as was impressed on Paul, that God knows 
what is best for his serVants, even better 
than they themselves know. This will pre· 
vent us from being stumbled if our prayers 
seemingly go unanswered. 

Evidence of Christian Maturity 
However, if prayers are said only for 

oneself, it evidences a lack of maturity. A 
mature person thinks of the interests of 
others tao. First of all, he comes to appre· 
ciate his Creator. Consider all the fine 
things God has provided to make life pleas· 
ant-delicious foods to delight the senses, 
air to breathe, glorious sunsets, snow­
capped mountains, green valleys, rushing 
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rivers, colorful flowers. How manlfold are 
the works of God! A mature, appreciative 
person thanks Him for such provisions. 

Jesus Christ showed the place that God 
should have in our petitions when he pro­
vided his disciples the model prayer, In it 
God and his interests are featured. Placed 
first is the sanctifying of God's maligned 
name. The next request is for His king­
dom, which will vindicate God as man's 
rightful ruler by destroying all wickedness 
and ushering in righteous conditions. Af­
ter that is the request for God's will to 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. A ma· 
ture Christian who truly loves his Cre· 
a tor regularly prays for these things. With 
all his heart he desires their early fulfill· 
ment.-Matt. 6:9, 10. 

However, besides being concerned with~ 
God and his interests, one should also dem• 
onstrate similar loving concern for fellow 
humans. This can be done by regularly 
praying in their behalf, just as Jesus ut­
tered prayers for Peter and for all his dis­
ciples. But are such prayers really e:ffec· 
tive? Does God answer them? 

Value of Prayers Said for Other• 
It becomes apparent that they really are 

of value. Was not Peter benefited by Je­
sus' petitions to God in his behalf? Most 
assuredly! For Peter was recovered from 
his error and went on to become a real 
support to others. (Luke 22:32) And were 
not Jesus' prayers for God to watch over 
and care for his followers answered? Yes, 
indeed! For only with God's blessing could 
the early Christian congregation have 
grown and prospered in the face of such 
adversity.-John 17:9-11, 20-23. 

The close bond that existed among early 
Christians and the effectiveness Of their 
prayers is indicated by what occurred 
when Herod Agrippa arrested Peter for 
preaching. The Bible account says: "Con­
sequently Peter was being kept in the 

AWAKE! 



prison; but prayer to God for him was be­
ing carried on intenSely by the congre­
gation." God listened to these petitions. 
They carried weight with him. He was 
happy that his children manifested such 
unselfish concern for a companion. So 
what did He do? Why, God sent an angel 
and miraculously released Peter from pris­
on!-Acts 12:3-17. 

The apostle Paul also deeply appreciated 
the value of prayers of others, and so re­
peatedly asked for them. In his first let­
ter to the Thessalonians he requested: 
"Brothers, continue in prayer for us." 
(1 Thess. 5:25) In his second letter: 
"Brothers, carry on prayer for us." 
(2 Thess. 3:1) He wrote the Colossians: 
"Be persevering in prayer ... at the same 
time praying also for us." (Col. 4:2, 3) 
To the Romans he said: "Exert yourselves 
with me in prayers to God for me." (Rom. 
15:30) He requested the Hebrew Chris­
tians: "Carry on prayer for us." (Heb. 
13:18) Acknowledging the value of thei'r 
prayers, he told the Corinthians: "You 
also can help along by your supplication 
for us."-2 Cor. 1:11. 

In his letter to Philemon of the congre­
gation of Colossae, Paul expressed high 
hopes in connection with their prayers: 
"I am hoping that through the prayers of 
you people I shall be_ set at liberty for 
you." (Philem. 22) That he was soon af­
ter released indicates the effectiveness of 
the many prayers said in his behalf. It is 
certainly a truth: "A righteous man's sup­
plication, when it is at work, has much 
force."-Jas. 5:16. 

What to Pray in Behalf of Others 
But in our prayers for others, what 

should we properly request? That they be­
come wealthy materially? Or that they 
obtain worldly prominence? 'Yere those 
the types of prayer that the apostle Paul 
requested be said in his behalf? And did 
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he pray for such things In behalf of 
others? 

No, for the apostle Paul kept in mind 
what would be of benefit to himself and 
others spiritually, what would be of value 
in being a better servant of Jehovah God. 
These are the things that we, too, should 
request in behalf of others. Our love for 
them should cause us to think of their 
everlasting welfare, their obtaining the 
prize of eternal life in God's righteous new 
system of things. 

Note how Paul prayed regarding such 
matters in connection with the Thessalo~ 
nian Christians. You may recall that he 
had spent only a very short time preach­
ing in Thessalonica, apparently only a few 
weeks, but, nevertheless, he established a 
Christian congregation tllere before mob 
action forced him to leave. (Acts 17:1-10) 
How Paul missed these new members of 
the Christian faith! How he longed to visit 
them! He wrote them: "Night and day 
we make more than extraordinary suppli­
cations to see your faces." (1 Thess. 2:18; 
3:10) In a second letter, written soon after 
the first, he said: "We always pray for 
you, that our God may count you worthy 
of his calling."-2 Thess. 1:11. 

Perhaps you, too, are helping others to 
learn about the Christian faith. If so, do 
you regularly pray that they may prove 
worthy of God's favor and his reward of 
eternal life? Paul's love for the Thessalo· 
nians moved him to pray regularly for 
this in their behalf. In fact, he so earnest­
ly wanted to make a return visit on them 
that he prayed night and day to see their 
faces. Do you offer similar prayers in con­
nection with persons upon whom you are 
mUking return visits to share spiritual 
things? Certainly this is a fitting matter 
for prayer. 

Is it not true that you have loved ones 
for whom you care very deeply? Should 
they suffer some reversal or come into dire 
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straits, it is only natural that you woUld 
pray to GfJd .in their behalf, requesting 
that he comfort and help them. But what 
if they should be prospering and are in 
no particular danger or material need? Do 
you still pray for them? Paul prayed for 
Such persons. Note what he I'e9uested con­
cerning l'iis beloved Corinthiin brothers, 
who apparently were quite well off ma­
terially: "Now we pray to God that you 
may do nothing wrong ... but that you 
may be doing what is fine."-2 Cor. 13:7. 

What an appropriate thing for which to 
pray! That your dear ones "may do noth­
ing wrong". but that they "may be doing 
what is fine." As parents, do you often 
reDder to God such prayers in behalf of 
your children? Would it not be fitting to 
do so? However, then it would only be 
proper that you work jn harmony with 
your prayers by regularly inculcating 
within your children a love for God's righ­
teous laws. 

Prayers lor Nonacquaintances 
But should prayers for others be limited 

to loved ones or those with whom you are 
personally acquainted? Not if you have 
the true spirit of Christianity. Remember 
that Christ even prayed in behalf of those 
yet to put faith in him as a result of his 
disciples' preaching. (John 17:20) And 
when the apostle Paul learned about the 
faith and love of those in Colossae, per­
sons whom he apparently had never visit­
ed, he was moved to write them a warm 
letter of encouragement. Observe what he 
said: 

"That is also why we, from the day we 
heard of it [their 'love in a spiritual way'], 
have not ceased praying for you and ask­
ing that you may be fiJJed with the ac­
curate knowledge of his will in all wisdom 
and spiritual discernment, in order to walk 
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worthily of Jehovah to the end of fully 
pleasing him as you go on bearing fruit 
in every good work!'-Col. 1:9, 10. 

How concerned Paul was for the Colos­
sians, even though he apparently was not 
acquainted with them personally! Why, he 
nev-er ceased praying for them; and note 
how specific and meaningful his prayers 
were. Yes, Paul desired that the Colas~ 
sians gain God's favor and everlasting life. 
Do you render similar prayers to God in 
behalf of ones you may not even know 
personally? 

Would you go even farther than that, 
and pray for persons who were trying to 
hurt or kill you? Jesus encouraged his 
followers to pray for even these, saying: 
"Continue to love your enemies and to 
pray for those persecuting you." (Matt. 
5:44) Jesus did. Concerning those who 
nailed him to the torture stake he prayed: 
"Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing." (Luke 23:34) 
The faithful disciple Stephen did also. 
When religious fanatics surrounded and 
started stoning him, Stephen cried out 
with a strong voice: "Jehovah, do not 
charge this sin against them." And after 
saying this he fell asleep in death.-Acts 
7:58-60. 

What a loving, abundant heart Stephen 
had! How happy he must be to associate 
in heaven with one of those who encour­
aged his stoning and for whom be prayed 
--saul, who·became the apostle Paul! God 
could see that Saul's heart was right, and 
so, in keeping with Stephen's prayer, 
called him to be his special representative. 
-Acts 7:58; 8:1; 22:20. 

Certainly it is of value to pray, not only 
for ourselves, but in behalf of others! Je­
hovah God is delighted to see in his ser­
vants unselfish concern for others, and 
he can indeed open the way to the answer ... 
ing of their prayers. 

AWAKE! 



THE in 
COMM RCIAL 

COMMERCIAL en­
terprises that are 

owned or partially owned by re­
ligious organizations have be­
come a big factor in helping them to care 
for their operating expenses and to build 
up financial reserves. However, these op­
erations may raise serious questions in the 
mind of the churchgoer who hears re­
peated pleas from the pulpit for generous 
contributions and who receives numerous 
written requests for money through the 
mail. With good reason, it may be difficult 
for him to see why he should be a gen­
erous contributor to his church when it is 
amassing great wealth from business ven­
tures. 

Some of the financial achievements 
of the Vatican, for example, were pub­
licized in 1965 by leading newspapers 
and news magazines. The British week­
ly magazine The Economist expressed 
belief that the Vatican is the world's 
largest shareholder in commercial 
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corporations, estimating 
that its portfolio amounts 
to about $5.6 billion. The 
New York Times of July 
12, 1965, pointed out that 
in 1963 the Vatican re-­
ceived dividends from Ital· 
ian companies that amount­
ed to the lire equivalent of 
$5,675,000. This, the paper 
observed, represented a 
portfolio of stocks in Italy 
alone of about $200 million. 

Besides its own bank, of 
, which it has lOO..percent 

ownership, news sources reported that the 
Vatican has financial interest in at least 
three 'Roman banks as well as a number 
of provincial banks and investment com­
panies, interest in a spaghetti factory, an 
airline, a bus and streetcar company, com­
panies that supply Iti.uian cities with wa­
ter and gas as well as telephone servicy, 
a movie concern, Italy's largest tourist 
agency, the country's biggest real estate 
company, besides such industries as steel, 
chemicals, cements, ceramics, construe~ 

tion, insurance, ~otels and shipping. Out­
side Italy it is reported as having heavy 
investments in the industries of a number 
of countries, especially Great Britain, 
Switzerland and the United States. But the 
Roman Catholic Church is not the only 
religious organization that has substantial 
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financial interest in commercial corpora~ 
tions. 

The Church of England also bas large 
holdings of securities. In 1963 the New 
York Times of November 3 reported that 
this church owned property, stocks and 
bonds that totaled more than $840 million. 
When there was a financial battle for con~ 
trol of the British Aluminum Company, 
it made a handsome profit by selling its 
holdings of 260,000 shares in the company. 

A number of other religious organiza~ 
tions with large sums of money have like~ 
wise invested in the securities of com .. 
mercial corporations, providing themselves 
with a regular income. Rather than let~ 
ting their money remain idle, they are 
making it work for them. The income 
may help them to care for their operating 
expenses. This use of idle funds is a nor~ 
mal procedure for any organization, but 
when a church continues to pressure its 
members for money despite its large busi~ 
ness income, it becomes evident that it 
functions, not primarily for the benefit of 
its members, but for its own enrichment. 

Church-operated Businesses 
In some instances church investment in 

a Commercial corporation can become so 
extensive that the church gains controlling 
interest in the corporation, or it may even 
own a company outright. In either in~ 
stance it becomes deeply involved in a 
business enterprise. F'Qr example, in 1954 
the Seventh~day Adventist organization 
reported a net profit of $400,000 from 
its wholly church-owned, unfinished~ 
furniture business. 

The Mormon Church owns a great num~ 
ber of commercial businesses. It is the 
owner of the shortwave radio station 
WRUL, located in New York city, which, 
it says, is the only commercial, indepen~ 
dent station that broadcasts tO the world. 
It also owns the radio and TV station KSL 
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in Salt Lake City as well as a 90-percent 
interest in the radio and TV station KIRO 
in Seattle. Besides these enterprises it 
owns the Beneficial Life Insurance Com~ 
pany, which has assets of more than $100 
million, Salt Lake City's afternoon news· 
paper the Deseret News, most ·of the Utah~ 
Idaho Sugar Company, a hotel, a motOr 
·lodge, an eight~story insurance company 
building in Salt Lake City, an eighteen· 
story offlCe building in the same city, o.nd 
a number of ranches. One ranch located 
in Florida consists of more than 300,000 
acres. All these and other commercial 
businesses owned or partially owned bv 
the Mormon Church provide it with a 
sizable income in addition to the tithes it 
regularly receives from its many members. 

Some of the religious orders of the Ro­
man Catholic ChW'ch also have chosen to 
operate commerdal businesses. The Chris­
tian Brothers, for example, are deeply in­
volved in the liquor business. This reli­
gious order owns the De La Salle Institute, 
which is a wine-making corporation. 
Christian Brothers wjnes and brandies are 
widely distributed and are well known to 
people in the liquor business. In fact, their 
brandy production is among the largest 
in the world. 

Another Catholic order, the Benedic­
tines, has an abbey in North Dakota that 
produces a brandy that sells by the brand 
name Assumption Abbey. This abbey also 
makes table and altar wines that are sold 
in the western part of the United States. 
In another abbey located in New York 
state, a group of Trappi$t monks are in 
the bread-making businef3s. On a British 
island off the coast of Wales, members of 
the Cistercian order of Catholic monks 
are busily engaged in manufacturing per­
fume for the commercial market. 

Investment of church money in ceme­
teries, hospitals and housing projects is 
Still another source of financial income for 
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a church. In some places the only hospital 
available to a comnnmity is one operated 
by a religious organization, so, under~ 
standably, communities are often glad to 
have these church investments. Neverthe~ 
less, definite problems are created when 
a church engages in competitive commer~ 
cial business. 

Competition and Tax Exemption 
Small businessmen are not likely to be 

very happy when they must compete with 
a church-owned business. With its greater 
purchasing power, it can underprice them, 
and if it enjoys tax exemption on its busi­
ness profits it has a great advantage over 
them. The president of a company in Ohio 
complained about a Roman Catholic uni­
versity there that underbid him for a 
contract W1th the United States Air Force. 
The church-owned institution could do 
this because it did not pay taxes on its 
business profits, so the businessman 
claimed. Although the university's bid was 
$10,000 less than his, the government lost, 
he said, a larger amount in taxes that he 
would have had to pay if the contract had 
gone to him. Wherever a church succeeds 
in operating commercial businesses under 
the shelter of tax exemption, a strong feel­
ing of anticlericalism is. certain to develop 
among competing businessmen. 

In 1956, when the United States Con­
gress was being urged to change the tax 
law because certain Roman Catholic or­
ders were operating businesses under the 
shelter of the tax exemption granted to 
religious organizations, one witness in the 
Congressional heat-ing stated: "We are 
certain that there are millions of dollars 
which are going to the benefit of religious 

' organizations when they really belong in 
the coffers of the tax collector." One of 
those organizations was the Catholic or­
der known as the Christian Brothers, 
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' whiCh had not been .Paying taxes on its 
liquor business. Finally, in 1961, it w~s 
ordered by the government to pay nearly 
$4,000,000 in taxes. 

When federal and ·state governments 
grant tax exemption to religious organi­
zations, those organizations have the 
right to apply for whatever exemptions 
are due them under the law. But when an 
organization tries to claim exemption for 
income not exempted in the tax law, it is 
doing an injustice to the public. During 
the time the Christian Brothers were 
fighting the effort to tax their liquor busi­
ness. the organization entitled "Protes­
tants and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State" said: "If 
the Government should permit such a 
conunercial liquor business to come Under 
the tax umbrella of a church a fraud 
would be perpetrated on all the taxpayers." 

Dangerous Situation 
When a religious organization becomes 

deeply involved in commercial businesses 
it is inclined to modify its religious teach­
ing to fit its commercial interests. Even 
the most dedicated men can find the power 
of money difficult to combat when large 
sUms are involved. This danger to a church 
and its leaders was pointed out in the 
book The Church as Employer, Money 
Raiser and Investor by F. Ernest Johnson. 
It states: "To put it more bluntly, we are 
concerned that the church's necessary eco­
nomic behavior shall not impair its func­
tion as moral critic of society." The Bible 
truthfully states that the "love of money 
is a root of all sorts of injurious things." 
-1 Tim. 6:10. 

Another danger from religious organi­
zations' amassing great wealth as a result 
of commercial businesses, especially when 
their business profits are tax exempt, is 
the disruption of the economic stability of 
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a country. Large amounts or a nauon's 
wealth can get into the hands of these or­
ganizations. On this point the magazine 
Liberty, in its issue of September-October 
1965, argued: "Unless something is done 
to prevent the growth of tax-exempt busi­
ness income, there is no reason why some 
church or combination of churches should 
not someday own most ·of the commercial 
wealth in the United States." This con­
clusion may seem farfetched, but it actual­
ly has happened in more than one country. 

In the early nineteenth century Mexico 
was faced with a situation in which most 
of the country's wealth was in the hands 
of the Roman Catholic Church and its 
religious orders. They owned more than 
half of the land that was in use. The book 
A History of Mexico by Henry Parkes 
states: "The Church, moreover, was a 
money-lending institution, owning at least 
two thirds of the capital in circulation. It 
gave loans to hacendados~ and acquired 
mortgages on their estates. From rents 
and interest, and from tithes, fees and the 
sale of papal bulls, it enjoyed an enormous 
revenue; and since it was exempt from 
taxation, its holdings steadily increased." 

In 1856 the Mexican government draft­
ed a law, the Ley Lerdo, that forbade the 
Roman Catholic Church from owning land 
and ordered its property to be sold The 
reaction to this law is described by 
Parkes: "The bishops and the generals 
were willing to plunge all Mexico into civil 
war rather than accept the Ley Juarez 
and Ley Lerdo." The war lasted three~ 
years and resulted ·in the Laws of Reform 
of July 1859, which ordered all ecclesias­
tical property except church buildings con­
fiscated without compensation. To this 
very day religious' organizations are not 
permitted to own property in ·MeXico. 

As in Mexico so throughout Latin Amer-
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ica, the Roman Catholic Church con­
trolled a large percentage of the wealth 
during the days of the Spanish colonies. 
The history book The Growth and Cul­
ture of Latin America by Donald Worces­
ter points out how the religious orders 
dominated commercial business. "Thou­
sands of acres of the best agricultural land 
had come under their ownership, and 
while much of it was put to useful exploi­
tation, it was effectively removed from the 
competitive market and worked under 
conditions of _special privilege that placed 
the private owner at an ever-increasing 
disadvantage. Enjoying the benefits of tax 
exemption, the religious became the chief 
growers, slaughterers, and distributors of 
meat in Chile, and their activity in this 
commercial field was great in many parts 
of the viceroyalty. There was scarcely any 
economicallY profitable field of activity in 
which the orders did not engage." 

Such history can repeat ftself where re~ 
ligious organizations are h~avily involved 
in business enterprises and do not pay 
taxes on their business profits. That a civil 
war could result when a political state 
dared to touch the material possessions of 
a church well illustrates the grave danger 
to a nation as well as to a church when 
it becomes a moneymaking organization. 

Long ago the Bible described the entire 
global empire of false religion as a woman 
bearing the symbolic name Babylon the 
Great. In vivid language it told of her 
close alliance with the commercial inter­
ests of the world and how the people of 
the earth would be made to suffer under 
her control. It also foretold her destruc­
tion as the judgment of God. Do you want 
to share her future? If not, now is the time 
to separate yourself from such commercial 
organizations that operate under a reli­
gious guise.__._Revelation 17, 18. 
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"Awakel" correspondent in &:uador 

AS THE two of us stood on the pier, 
the equatorial sun could not have been 

hotter. From the nearby international air~ 
port a huge jet took off, its engines thun~ 
dering as it pa~d us overhead. Out in 
the river several modern freighters, great 
car~o doors gaping in their sides, were re~ 
ceivmg ton after ton of the country's maR 
jor export, bananas. In sharp contrast to 
those modern forms of transport was the 
object that claimed our attention. There 
below us, wallowing in the waters of Ecua­
dor's Guayas River, was a Pacific :raft, a 
rough construction of balsa logs and rope, 
Qn which four men were planning to make 
one of the strangest voyages of our time. 
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With me on the pier was the leader of 
the expedition. Vital Alzar, a thirty-twa. 
year~old professor of languages and a 
Spaniard, explained the raft and its pur­
poses. "The voyage," explained Alzar, sit· 
ting down on ;;t great balsa log, "will cover 
ten thousand Statute miles in about seven 
months. That makes an average of forty 
to fifty miles per day. The wind will pro­
vide some of the push, of course, but prin­
cipally the raft will be carried along by 
the ocean currents." 

Then, bending down to trace a rough 
map in the sawdust on the pier, he showed 
where those currents would. carry them. 
Riding the flow of the Guayas River to 
the ocean; the raft would there be caught 
in the Humboldt Current. At about five de­
grees south latitude, the course IDwings 
toward the west to about two hundred 
miles south of the Galapagos Islands. 
There the Southern Equatorial Current 
would take over and carry the raft straight 
west to Jarvis Island, then southwestward 
to Samoa and Sydney, Australia. Nearly 
halfway around the world on a raft! 

The Raft 
But that long, long voyage was still in 

the future as we sat on the Navy pier an.d 
looked down at the raft. Seiior Alzar was 
patient in explaining the construction that 
was still under way. The departure date 
was two weeks off but the final details 
consume time;- and as anxious as he was 
to oversee everything, he was just as in-, 
terested in helping me know why he was 
making the voyage and how the raft was 
built. 

It is hot small. It is certainly not the 
sort of raft adventurous boys use to float 
down rivers on warm summer days. This 
one is forty.five feet long and capable of 
carrying nearly thirty tons of supplies. 
Eleven thick longitudinal trunks at balsa 
form the base, with nine transverse logs 
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giving strength and a little more height 
above the sea. I could just barely encircle 
the sma.Uest of those logs with my arms. 
The A-shaped mast is made of a local wood 
called "mangle," hard as iron and water­
proofed with a tannic solution. 

"Not one nail or bolt or any metal ob­
ject was used in building that raft," said 
Alzar.. The giant balsa logs were lashed 
together with rope made from Ecuadorian 
plants, the total weight of the rope used 
being an unbelievable three and a half 
tons! With more than 18,000 feet of rope 
a lot of logs can be made secure. 

"Whether or not we arrive at Sydney 
depends a lot on the eight 'guares' or 
drift boards," Alzar explained. "It isn't 
practical to put a rudder on a raft, and 
there has to be some way of controlling 
the general course. Here, l'll show you 
how it works." We climbed down the lad­
der onto the raft and he took me toward 
the bow and pointed down. 

"See that slot between the balsa logs? 
Those long, narrow hardwood drift boards 
are inserted through slots just like that 
one at six different places on the raft. The 
drift boards serve two purposes, being at 
the same time keel and rudder, for by 
adjusting thejr depth jn the water; with 
some being deeper than others, the gen­
eral course of the raft can be controlled. 
No need always to have a man with his 
hand on the tiller. In this manner the raft 
may be angled across the current so as 
to make good a predetermined course, in­
stead of riding helplessly out of control 
before the wirid and current." 

He recalled that the famous balsa-wood 
raft Kon-Tiki was wrecked on a Polyne­
sian island in 1947 short of its goal for 
want of drift boards. Thor Heyerdahl, its 
builder, once said that if he had known 
about drift boards his raft would not have 
wrecked after only 4,600 miles of travel. 
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Equipment and Supplies 
Aside from the tinned food and water 

being carrie4J~ the only reminders of the 
twentieth century aboard are the radios, 
the navigation equipment and the cameras. 

"Of course, we have not begun to store 
away the provisions yet," he said, "but 
I would like to show you something back 
here." Alzar showed the way aft into the 
little hut ·they would be calling home. 
"This is one of the five-gallon cans we 
will be using to store our drinking water. 
Now, ordinarily, water stored in cans 
turns brackish after a few months, and is 
not pleasant to drink. But we have found 
a way to solve that problem. We are im­
porting the water from Quebec, Canada, 
because the water that comes from one 
of the Jakes up there has been made radiO­
active by nature, and has the property of 
staying fresh and drinkable for a period 
of many years." 

For the better part of a year the four 
expeditionist!l will be living together in 
this small hut built on the raft. It seemed 
about eight feet wide and just high enough 
to stand up in; not very big or luxurious. 
Looking about, I noticed the studs and 
beams of the hut lashed together with a 
thick twine. The only thing between the 
men and the sea outside would be a thin 
wall of split bamboo; a thatched roof over­
head would shield them from the· sun and 
rain. 

Objectives 
Alzar went on to speak of their objec­

tives. In cooperation with government in~ 
stitutions they would study salinity of the 
sea, bird migration, sea currents, and 
plankton, the microscopic animal and 
plant life that is used as food by fish. 
However, the main objective, and the one 
that had fired the imagination of the man 
with whom 1 was speaking, was something 
different. 
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With this unwieldy and ancient craft 
Alzar intends to add weight to the idea 
that the original inhabitants of the Poly­
nesian Islands and also of Australia had 
crossed the South Pacific long ago. It is 
believed by many that man first migrated 
to North and South America from west­
ern Asia, making a sort of "horseshoe" 
trip by way of the Bering Strait. And, 
then, from what is now the South Ameri­
can country of Ecuador, crossed the Pa- . 
cific Ocean on rafts, identical to the one 
upon which we were sitting. If they could ' 
do it in the tenth century of our Common 
Era, Alzar reasons, he could repeat it in 
the twentieth. 

What made him so sure that such voy­
ages were made a millennium ago? "Now 
you have touched on a little known bit of 
history," answered Alzar. "Everyone has 
heard of the voyages of Columbus and of 
the Spanish conquistadors that followed 
him. But few have heard of the daring sea 
voyages made by the original inhabitants 
of the territory we know as Ecuador. They 
could be called the 'Phoenicians of the 
Western Hemisphere' so widely did tbey 
travel in trading with others. 

"The Naval museum here in Guayaquil 
has records that date back to 1541, show­
ing that raft travel was well developed 
long before the coming of the conquista­
dors. In fact, one of the first contacts be­
tween the Spaniards and natives was a 
naval battle between a Spanish galleon 
and a raft. That was in 1526." 

Checking later, I found that Sefior Alzar 
was right. The Naval museum also gave 
information about the encounter of Joris 
van Spielbergen with a mft as he was sail­
ing around the world in the years 1614-
1617. They foWld the raft thousands of 
miles from its point of departure, and it 

had been at sea for two months. Voyages 
of six and seven months are recorded, as 
trade 'was carried on with Central Ameri­
ca. Cocoa was carried north by raft, and 
other products were carried back on the 
return trip. 

Our conversation about events now cen­
turies old was cut short. A shout from the 
pier called Alzar back to his work of 
supervision. 

Departure 
Two weeks later, on the 23d of Octo­

ber, the voyage began. At four~thirty in 
the afternoon an earthenware jar of 
chicha, an ancient native beverage, was 
broken against the raft and the lines to 
the pier were let loose. There was no wind 
that afternoon, so several oars were used 
to push away from the pier and into the 
current of the Guayas River. If all goes 
well, for the next seven or eight months 
it will not touch land again until, propelled 
by wind and current, it arrives at Sydney, 
Australia, in the middle of 1967. 

As the raft drifted away the four crew­
men waved a good-bye to the thousands 
of Ecuadorians that had come to see them 
off. Two ships jammed with spectators 
formed an escort for the first several 
miles, and the thousands on shore walked 
slowly along downriver, keeping pace with 
the raft, until little by little they tired out, 
leaving the raft to drift on alone. 

Several days later, radio contact showed 
the raft to be solidly into the Humboldt 
Current, the first phase of its trip com­
pleted. But with 9,800 miles to go, any­
thing might happen. At this moment of 
writing four men, with a parrot for com­
pany, are drifting at two miles an hour 
toward Australia, on Ecuador's Pacific 
Raft. 
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,..-,HE discovery was quite by accident. 
~ While taking a shower the woman felt 

a small lump in her breast. It was soft and 
about the size of 8. small marble. She had 
not noticed it before, but now, there it 
was! As she examined the lump with her 
fingers it exhibited a certain mobility, as 
if to elude her grasp. There could be no 
doubt about it. The fluctuating mass was 
a twnor! Thousands 
of women make a 
similar discovery 
every year. 

Although it is a 
place of common 
occurrence, tumors 
are by no means 
limited to the fe­
male breast. They, 
at times, develop in 
the breasts of men 
too. In fact, abnor­
mal growths can oc­
CW' in any tissue 
or organ of the 
body; many are 
visible, while 
others within the 
body often go un­
detected. Practi-
cally everyone 
possesses some of the more common ones, 
such as moles and warts. Are tumors 
something to be concerned about? How 
dangerous are they? A little information 
concerning tumor growth will help to an­
swer such questions. 

How Tumors Develop 
In its broad sense, the word "tumor" 

can apply to any swelling of the body. 
This could include callous formations re­
sulting from manual labor, or swellings 
that occur in the ordinary process of in­
fhlmmation. HoweVer, in the restricted 
sense to which it is generally limited, the 
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word "tumor" applies only to abnormal 
growths of new tissue that arise from pre­
existing body cells. These are often re­
ferred to as neoplasms (new growths). 

In the noi:Jllal function of the body new 
cells are constantly being produced in 
great n'!)mbers. However, because these 
cells merely replace those that have be­
come worn out and cast aside, abnormal 

growths do not oc­
cur. Your skin, for 
instance, is like a 
garment that after 
a while grows old 
and is replaced by 
a new one. True, 
when you look at 

S your skin it does 
not appear as if 
anything is happen­
ing. Yet, beneath 
the surface, a busy 
layer of cells is at 

Work producing 
new cells. 

In the process 
of normal growth 
one mother cell 
divides into two 
daughter cells, 
which are identi­

cal to each other and their late mother. 
This process of cell proliferation is called 
mitosis. It is dramatically illustrated in the 
body's amazing ability of self-repair. 

When a severe burn removes several 
layers of skin or a knife wotmd gouges 
out a section of flesh, somehow an alarm 
is sounded. In the emergency, the marvel­
ous process of cell-making is speeded up. 
Then, when the damage is repaired, 
stepped-up cell division suddenly ceases, 
and the body resumes its normal produc­
tion of cells. One can only marvel at the 
miraculous mechanism that increases cell 
proliferation in an emergency, and then 
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throttles it again at the exact moment of 
normalcy! 

In the formation of a tumor the orderly 
regulation of cell production becomes dis­
rupted. Even though an alarm does not 
sound, or, perhaps, because there is a false 
alarm, the rate of cell-making speeds up. 
The cells begin to proliferate to fill a de­
fect that does not exist. This excessive cell 
production creates a tumor-an abnormal 
growth that has no useful function. 

Cause of Tumors 
During the past several decades an in­

tensive search has been under way to dis­
cover the cause of these growths. In fact, 
to no other field of medical research has 
more time and money ever been devoted. 
And, yet, perhaps in no other search has 
there been greater disappointment. The 
Home Encyclopedia of Modern Surgery by 
Dr. J. H. Rutledge observed: "The etiolo­
gy [cause] of this abnormal, uncontrolled 
growth of cells is unknown .... Various 
investigative approaches have included the 

· study of many different chemical sub­
stances, hormones, germs, and mechanical 
agents. As yet, no solitary cause has been 
ascertained.'' 

Evidence indicates that there are many 
factors involved in causing tumors, and 
apparently a different combination of fac­
tors is responsible for producing different 
tumors. Chronic or continued irritation is 
considered one leading factor. The theory 
is that, when repeated destruction of tis· 
sue too often sounds the repair alarm, the 
mechanism regulating cell proliferation be­
comes upset. As a result, the cells continue 
to multiply when they should stop, and 
thus a tumor forms. 

Some would attribute the development 
of a tumor to a single blow or injury, but 
the Textbook of Pathology by William 
Boyd claims: "No tumor has ever been 
produced experimentally by a single trau-
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rna, even in animals with a high cancer 
incidence." As to why a single blow or 
injury is often thought to cause a tumor, 
the above authority observes: ''This can 
be explained in two ways. (1) The trauma, 
by causing pain and bruising, draws atten­
tion to the presence of a tumor (in the 
breast, etc.) previously unnoticed. . . . 
(2) Coincidence, seeing that both injury 
and tumors are so common." 

Viruses are now considered by many 
authorities as the primary factor in caus­
ing tumors. As early as 1911 a medical re­
searcher, Peyton Rous, succeeded in trans­
mitting tumors from one chicken to 
another by means of a filterable virus. 
Since then many tumors in animals have 
been transmitted by viruses, yet, up till 
now, no human tumor has been demon­
strated to be due to a virus. Nevertheless, 
the evidence points so strongly to their 
implication that some researchers feel the 
question is no longer whether viruses 
cause tumors in man, but what tumors are 
due to what viruses. 

Another factor involved in causing Some 
tumors is certain chemical agents. Early 
investigators had observed that workers 
in the tar industry were subject to a great­
er incidence of tumors than were other 
persons. So it was of interest when, in 
1933, British scientists isolated a pure 
chemical from tar and demonstrated that 
it produced abnormal growths at the site 
of application in mice. Since then many 
other chemicals have been found to be a 
factor in inducing tumors. 

Food processing and food additives can 
also apparently be factors. ·one leading 
medical researcher, Dr. Michael B. Shim­
kin, wrote in his book Science and Cancer: 
Tumor-causing "materials may also be the 
result of changes in food brought about 
by methods by which such food is pre­
pared or preserved. An example of this 
occurred in the finding of many liver tu-
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mora in rainbow trout that were raised 
on food pellets of fish meal and cottonseed 
meal as the main constituents." 

It is generally agreed by many medical 
researchers that improper nutrition, in 
combination with other factors, can result 
in the growth of tumors. In this connec­
tion, there are reports of tumors occurring 
in animals maintained on diets deficient in 
specific vitamins. For instance, the popu­
lar Textbook of Pathology by Boyd re­
lates that when rats were fed a diet of 
rice that included an azo dye known as 
butter yellow, tumors of the liver regu­
larly developed. However, when yeast or 
members of the vitamin B complex were 
included in the same diet, no tumors 
occurred. 

Imbalance in the secretion of body hor­
mones has also been incriminated as a 
causative factor. Some believe that imped­
ed nerve flow is another important factor. 
And in a few kinds of tumors heredity 
seems to play a role. So, as can be seen, 
many factors are apparently involved in 
producing tumdrs, yet 'DO definite cause 
has been established. 

Benign and Malignant 
The danger of a tumor generally hinges 

on whether it is malignant or not. Fortu­
nately, most of them are not. Observed the 
medical encyclOpedia The New People's 
Physician: "It is a popular fallacy to be­
lieve that every tumor is to be feared. The 
majority are of very little significance as 
regards danger to life and are correctly 
called simple, benign or innocent." 

There are various characteristics of a 
benign tumor that minimize its danger. 
First, instead of spreading out and infil­
trating the sw-rounding tissue, the benign 
tumor grows by expansion like a balloon, 
pushing aside the adJacent tissues without 
involving them intimately. Its growth, 
therefore, is generally quite slow. In fact, 
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it will often reach a certain size and cease 
to grow any larger. 

Furthennore, the tumor is usually en­
capsulated by connective tissue, which 
forms aroWld it as it expands. Thus, as 
cells of the tumor multiply, they invari~ 
ably remain in contact with one another 
in one solid mass; they do not migrate. 
Also of importance is the mature nature 
of the cells that the tumor reproduces. 
They are generally of an orderly pattern 
and Wliform size, and may imitate per­
fectly the cells of the structure from which 
the tumor arises. 

Although benign tumors may cause dis­
figurement, they cause no pain and are 
usually of little danger to health. The ma­
jor exceptions are when they grow enor­
mously large or near a vital organ where 
their expansion may interfere with vital 
functions of the body. For example, a be­
nign twnor on the brain can exert dan­
gerous pressure, or one in the thyroid can 
expand and choke a person. If attended to 
in time, such growths can usually, be suc­
cessfully removed, after which the pa­
tient generally recovers without compli­
cations. 

The malignant tumor, on the other 
hand, is always dangerous. It is an inva­
sive, rapidly growing, irregularly formed, 
haphazardly arranged group of cells that 
may spread and establish new growths in 
distant parts of the body. These mali~ant 
growths are all included under the com­
mon heading of cancer, which name is de­
rived from the Greek word for crab, kar­
kinos. The name is fitting, for clawlike 
processes characterize both the tumor and 
the animal. 

A malignant tumor does not remain con· 
fined to a limited area. It may for a while. 
But then, like a crab, it claws out into 
surrounding tissue. This is called "invR­
sive cancer." The growth infiltrates and, 
in time, may replace completely the nor-
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mal cells of the area. But as long as the 
tumor cells remain in the general area 
where the disease started, it is said to be 
"localized." Unfortunately, however, ma­
lignant tumor cells seldom stay put. 

After a while they break away, enter 
lymphatic channels or the bloodstream, 
and travel to nearby or distant places 
where they seed and develop new growths. 
This spreading is called metastasizing, and 
the new tumor is called a meta8ia.sis. Very 
little is known about the conditions that 
determine this spread; some tumor cells 
travel by one route, others by another, 
some spread almost from the start, and 
still others may remain localized for years 
before they spread. 

Although the features that distinguish 
a benign tumor from a malignant one are 
easy to enumerate, in actual practke it is 
often much more difficult to determine the 
difference. Observed Dr. Michael B. Shim­
kin in -his book Science and Cancer: 
"There is also a spectrum between the 
benign, or innocent, tumors, and cancers, 
including a zone of borderline lesions re­
garding which decision is particulal1ly dif­
ficult. Later we shall have occasion to 
refer to 'incomplete,' and to 'dependent' 
tumors, cellular growths that are interme­
diate in their behavior between the inno­
cently benign and the malevolently malig­
nant cancers." 

The question may also be raised as to 
whether a benign twnor ever becomes ma­
lignant, and whether a malignant one may 
become benign. The Encyclopredia Britan­
nica, in examining this question, said: "It 
is not easy to be certain concerning the ac­
quisition of malignant transformation ... 
Of the group of tumours in which malig­
nancy is variable, some are benign from 
the start and remain so; others are ap­
parently malignant from their moment of 
origin; and finally, a few appear to change 
from innocent to malignant type .... The 
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reg1 ession of a malignant tumour tC' be­
nign type is, lamentably, unknown." 

Diaf/no8is 
The diagnosis of certain tumors- is rela­

tively easy. For example, warts (papillo­
ma) and moles (nevus). Warts of the skin 
verY seldom become malignant, although 
when they occur in the rectum they com­
monlY do. Moles, too, generally are of little 
concern. Nevertheless, some moles do be­
come malignant, and should therefore be 
watched for any increase in size, pigmen­
tatiOn and itching. The sites of danger are 
where they are subject to regular irrita­
tion. This can cause an inflammatory reac­
tion which, at times, flares into malig­
nancy. 

With other body twnors, when first they 
come to our attention it is important not 
to jwnp to. conclusions and imagine the 
worst, because by far the greater number 
are benign. Well-encapsulated benign tu­
mors have a characteristic mobility when 
examined with the fingers. They can be 
bounced around; they are not anchored to 
the surrounding tissues. Malignant tumors, 
on the other hand, have a characteristic 
fixity to the underlying tissue. Generally 
theY are not so mobile. Doctors are some­
times able to determine the nature of the 
twnor by a physical examination. How~ 
ever, it is difficult to be absolutely positive, 
and often the doctor is quite uncertain. 

various techniques are being employed 
to identify the nature of the twnor. An 
article in Medical World News stated that 
one X-ray method has proved to be 99-per­
cent accurate in diagnosing 2,000 tumor 
cases. Another method t~ses a machine 
that measures the variations in skin tem­
perature, and is reportedly having remark­
able success in diagnosing breast tumors. 

still another technique frequently used 
is biopsy. Some of the tumor tissue Is re­
moved by special instruments so it can be 
analyzed. The drawback here is that, if the 
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tumor tends toward malignancy, tamper­
ing with it could have the effect of start­
ing the spread of the cancer cells. 

A new device for aiding in detection of 
cancer was described at the current meet­
ing of the International Cancer Congress 
in Tokyo. As stated in the New York 
Times of October 26, 

Not all doctors, however, agree that 
such radical surgery is justified. One lead­
ing cancer surgeon, George Crile, and his 
colleagues, found in a study of many tu­
mor cases that simple surgery, in which 
only the growth itself is removed, had a 
slight advantage over radical surgery, both 

as to survival of the 
1966, it involves tak~ 
ing a small sample of 
blood- from the pa~ 
tient and adding a 
radioactive form of 
the element rubidi­
um. The difference in 
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the rate at which rubidium is taken into 
the red blood cells is used to distinguish 
between cancerous and noncancerous pa­
tients." However, the precise location of 
the growth still has to be determined. 

Question of Treatment 
As soon as the development of a tumor 

is suspected, it is wise for the subject, for 
his own peace of mind, to obtain profes~ 
sional advice as to its nature. Some may 
prefer to go to their family doctor. Others 
may choose some other practitioner. It 
is important, however, to go to someone 
who has had ample experience in handling 
such cases. 

The physician may recommend an op­
eration for removal of the tumor. This 
does not necessarily mean that it is ma­
lignant. If, after removal, examination 
shows it to be nonmalignant, the wound 
is sewn up and there is seldom any rea­
son for further concern. In cases where 
malignancy has been determined, the sur­
geon may try to remove every single can­
cer cell in the area. In the case of breast 
cancer, this includes the removal of the 
entire breast and as much surrounding tis­
sue as possible, including nearby lymph 
nodes where the cancer cells are likely to 
have migrated. 
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diation treatment. 
The problem that faces practitioners in 
such cases is the application of radiation 
in doses that will destroy any remaining 
cancer cells with a minimum of damage to 
the surrounding normal tissue. And not all 
types of cancer can be effectively treated 
by radiation. 

Chemotherapists, who use chemical 
agents, have offered some promising re­
sults. Methods of triggering the body's 
own immunological defenses to fight the 
malignant cells are also under investiga­
tion. The use of special diets and of cer­
tain herbs has also been recommended as 
a means of building up the body's ability 
to fight the growth of cancer cells. 

Malignant tumors continue to be one of 
man's mysterious and formidable foes. 
However, not all of them are incurable, 
and there is a favorable chance that any 
specific tUmor that turns up is of the be­
nign type, involving little serious danger. 
How comforting, too, to know that tumors 
and all diseases that cause pain and dis­
tress of mind and body will soon be elimi­
nated. In God's new system of things 
'mourning and outcry and pain will be no 
more.' (Rev. 21:4) The greatest Healer <?f 
all, Jehovah God, has so promised, and it 
is impossible tor him to lie. 
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T)OURING from factory assembly lines 
r in the United .States, Great Britain 
and France are homes that give people 
furniture, carpeting, drapes, stove, refrig­
erator, and so on, all in one "package." 
They come out of the factory complete, 
ready to be lived in. An added attraction 
is that they can be moved from one place 
to another whenever the owner desires. 

In the United States more than four and 
a half million people live in factory-built, 
mobile homes. Although their homes have 
wheels and can be easily moved, few of 
them move very often. A survey revealed 
that only 42 percent of the mobile home­
owners moved more than once in the past 
five years and 23 percent had not moved 
at all. Usually a person who buys a 
factory-built home that may ;measure from 
8 to 12 feet in width and 40 to as much 
as 70 feet in length has no intention of 
moving around. These are homes that peo­
ple enjoy settling down to live in, and 
they are meeting the needs of all types of 
people. 

The notion that no one but gypsies lives 
on wheels is being dispelled by the grow­
ing multitudes who are buying mobile 
homes. Yesterday's heavy, clumsy house 
trailer has given way to a home that is 
attractive to the eye and comfortable for 
daily living. Its disadvantage of less living 
space than a conventional home is reduced 
by some people who attach to it a com-
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pletely enclosed patio, which amounts to 
an extra room. 

Quality Designing 
Once an interior decor has been de­

signed by company designers, mass pro­
duction of mobile homes makes it avail­
able to a great many people in the form 
of comparatively low-cost housing. Thus 
people of moderate means are getting 
homes with an interior decor that would 
ordinarily be available only in more high­
priced homes. Actually the modern mobile 
home is being acknowledged as a trend­
setter in interior home styling. People 
have been encouraged to visit them for 
ideas before decorating their conventiOnal 
home. 

At one manufacturing plant when a new 
design is being developed, planning will 
consume several months. If it is a Spanish 
design, for example, trips will be made to 
conventional home shows and anywhere 
else where designers can see Spanish styl­
ing displayed. The history of Spanish de­
sign is also consulted. Trips are made 
to manufacturers of carpets, furniture, 
drapery and hardware so as to arrange 
for specially designed materials. Local 
wrought-iron shops are contacted in con­
nection with handmade lamps, tables and 
railings. After engineers translate as many 
of their proposals into blueprints as are 
deemed practical, the manufacturing pro-
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cess begins, turning out homes with 
SpaJI)sh decor. 

Manufacturers make frequent model 
changes. The Spanish decor will probably 
be replaced by others such as Regency, 
French, Italian, Mediterranean, Early 
American, Modern, and so forth. Because 
the designer of mobile homes' is free to 
work with everything involved-floors, 
walls, ceilings and furnishings-his effects 
may be more attractive and inexpensive 
than if he were doing the interior of a 
conventional home. Since his designs are 
for thousands of factory·built homes, the 
initial cost can be spread out so that it is 
not great for any one home. Thus quality 
designing is made available to people who 
could not otherwise afford it. 

The Problem of Homesites 
A shortage of suitable sites is a problem 

facing persons who buy mobile homes. In 
1964, about 50,000 new sites were provid­
ed in the approximately 22,000 mobile 
home parks in the United States. But dur­
ing that year about 200,000 new mobile 
homes were sold to the public. Where did 
the 150,000 homes go that could not find 
a place in parks? A survey revealed that 
the owners had arranged for their own 
lots, either in towns where zoning laws 
pennit mobile homes or out in the country. 
side. 

In view of the shortage of parking 
places, it is advisable for anyone contem· 
plating the purchase of a mobile home to 
locate a place where it can be put before 
making the purchase. It is not easy to find 
a well·situated, attractive and well·run 
mobile home park'that bas avat1able space. 

In England there are over 4,000 
government·licensed parks. Many of the 
very attractive ones have ten homes or 
less. About 30 parks accommodate 100 or 
more homes, and the largest in the coun­
try accommodates 380. 
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Transporting the large h6mes is still an­
other problem. It is usually necessary to 
use a truck to pull them, and this can be 
very costly if the diStance is great. There 
is the additional problem of not being per­
~nitted on certain streets. In the United 
States mobile homes that are eight feet 
wide can be pulled over almost any road, 
bUt those that are ten feet wide must be 
taken over specified routes Wlder condi­
tions prescribed by the local authorities. 
In Britain .the maximum width permitted 
on the roads is seven and a half feet. Any. 
thing wider than this must be carried on 
a vehicle designed for transporting wide 
loads. The problem does not end there. 
Getting down narrow, English country 
lanes to a mobile home park with a ten· 
to twelve·foot·wide mobile home is some· 
times impossible. 

How to Shop fora Mobile Home 
As with conventional homes the quality 

of mobile homes varies greatly, and it is 
well to know what to look for so as to get 
gocid value for the money that is put into· 
one. Check each door to see if it is warped. 
When it is eased shut, it should close firm­
ly and solidly. Look at the interior ar· 
rangement and ask yourself, "Will I like 
it several years froln now?" Is the decor 
overdone or tastefully subdued, something 
you can live with? 

Look at the floor plan. Is it convenient? 
Is there a g~est closet near the front door, 
for example? Are cabinets, closets and 
appliances within easy reach? Is the lightw 
ing good as well as the ventilation? Do the 
appliances and furnishings have reliable 
brand names? Are the chairs and beds 
solid and durable or are they flimsy? 

In a well·built mobile home the 1nterior 
doors should be at least one and three~ 
eighths inche;s thick. The steel roof should 
be screwed to the. sides of the home and 
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not to the top. 'There should be a drip ran 
below the line of screws to catch rainwater 
and prevent weather streaking. By push~ 
ing on the paneling inside, you can deter~ 
mine if there are crossbeams every 16 or 
24 inches apart as there should be. The 
edges of drawers should be rounded and 
smooth. No cracks should be evident in 
the tile on the floor. 

Every room, including the bath, should 
be vented, and there ought to be insulat­
ing material in the walls, the ceiling and 
the floor. The livability of the hpme, as 
well as how pleasing it is to the eye and 
the quality of workmanship must all be 
taken into consideration. Like anything 
else, the cheapest model may not be the 
best bargain. 

Industry Growth 
This industry that started out a little 

more than thirty years ago h~ grown into 
a billion-dollar giant. Between 1962 and 

' 1965 it had an 85-percent gain in sales. 
There are 220 major manufacturers of 
mobile homes in the United States. France 
has about fifty companies in the business. 
The industry got started in the American 
city of Elkhart, Indiana, during the 1930~s. 
Elkhart is still called ttie world center of 

moblle home and travel trailer manufac~ 
turing. 

One of the companies in the United 
States has plans to build enough plants--so 
as to be able to supply its dealers with mo­
bile homes without havin8' to transport 
them more than 500 miles from any of 
its factories. Its plant in Indiana is an 
enormous, sprawling U-shaped building 
that covers an area of 80,000 square feet. 
On a quarter-of-a-mile assembly line, con­
struction of mobile homes begins with a 
nine-inch-thick steel underbridging mount-­
ed on a chassis. As it passes along the as­
sembly line, it gets its six inches of wood 
flooring, its walls, roof, insulation, parti­
tions, wiring and furnishings. At the end 
of the line it is taken out the exit as a 
gleaming, alwninum-skinned home, ready 
for occupancy. 

These factory-made, one-package homes 
are meeting a housing need for relatively 
low-cost dwellings among newlyweds, re­
tired persons, transient workers, military 
personnel and persons who want a second 
home in a resort area. Among homes cost­
~ng less than $10,000 in the United States, 
they represent 40 percent of the housing 
market and are steadily growing in popu­
larity. One-package, mobile homes are now 
part of the modern way of living. 

Tlen·Agers RefleEt mural Breakdawn 
The permissive modern attitude that dlsre· 

gards the Bible's good moral standards is 
producing bad fruit among teen-agers. Ve­
nereal disease is skyrocketing. Note what the 
New York Times of August 5, 1965, reported: 
"Syphilis among teen·agers has risen 230 per· 
cent since 1956, the United States Communi· 
cable Disease Center reported today ... , The 
number of cases for the nation last year was 
larger tb,an any year since 1950 .. , , Almost 
one half of the reported cases occurred among 
teen-agers and young adults under 25. A 
spokeSman at the Venereal Disease branch 
said that infectious syphllls cases in the 15· 
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to 19·year--old age group had Increased from 
1,163 in 1956 to 3,595 in 1964, a jump of 209 
percent. In the 20· to 24-year-old age group, 
he said, the increase had been from 1,758 1n 
1956 to 6,455 in 1964, up 267 percent .. , , The 
infectious stage of syphilis has steadily 
climbed from a low of 6,399 in 1956 to 22,969 
cases in 1964--more than a threefold increase 
and the greatest number of infectious cases 
in any year since 1950." 

Appropriately the Bible, at Proverbs 5:3·11, 
warns that those who indulge in immorality 
'have to groan in their future.' 
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Z'l'JI.Z. "!1''8 DBVJI.S'l"JI.'l'INQ I'Z.OODS 
By "Awake!" correspondent in ltoly 

THE month of November began ·with 
unceasing rain in north-central Italy. 

On the fourth day of the month, however, 
there was a deluge that fell like cataracts 
from the sky, a continuous heavy rain 
from which it seemed impossible to find 
shelter. All night long the rain, driven by 
a violent wind, beat down with fury on 
the city of Florence and its environs. The 
Arno River could be seen rising alarming· 
ly until a sea of muddy water swept over 
the city. But it was not a calm, slight 
overflow; it was violent. The water burst 
in the doors of shops, destroying whatever 
was in its way, dragging with it cars ana 
other objects at tlie rate of about forty 
miles an hour. 

Storage facilities for gasoline, naphtha 
and industrial Oif were among the first to 
be invaded. Water mixed with mud and 
oil, and wherever it flowed it left an in­
delible trace. Goods, clothing and things 
that might have been saved by drying 
were ruined by being saturated with oil. 
For days the distressed city remained 
without electric light, gas, telephone or 
drinking water. 

Where was the fine Cascine Park on the 
riverbank? It was now seen in complete 
disorder, its avenues devoured by the flood 
and without trees. The carcasses of ani­
mals were in its zoo, and those of horses 
from the racecourse were bobbing on the 
muddy water. The National Library-one 
of the greatest in Europe-possessing vol­
umes of inestimable value, some written 
before our Common Era, as well as some 
manuscript copies of Michael Servetus' De 
Trinitatis Erroribus, became a mass of 
muddy J.laJ.ler. Scholars and exper:ts from 
various nations hope to effect a restora­
tion. Many of the famed art treasures were 
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saved. Those damaged will take years, it 
is said, to be completely restored. 

Sudden and Unexpeeted 
The disaster was unexpected except by 

those who lived near the river. The inhabi­
tants of more distant districts knew that 
the Arno was flooding the city, but no one 
imagined that the water would rise to such 
an extent-in some streets over eighteen 
feet. That is why even what might have 
been saved was not. Fammes carried their 
belongings from the ground floor to the 
one above, but often the water reached 
them. Only the extreme outskirts of the 
city were unaffected by the floods. 

scores of victims were drowned because 
of ignoring the warning and not wanting 
to flee. People clinging to shutters or doors 
of houses floated upon the waters, in the 
hope of getting to safety. Others used mo­
tor tires as life buoys. Still the number 
of victims was high, over a hundred. 

one of Jehovah's witnesses in Florence 
·relates his experience: "My wife and I 
were in bed when, about 3 a.m., we heard 
a no'l.se, a trtckl'l.ng of water. We sat up 
to switch on the light, but there was no 
light. We were in the dark. I said to my 
wife, 'Let's get up and see what is hap· 
pening.' We got out of bed ·and put our 
feet to the ground and found ourselves, to 
our terror, in water up to our waists. We 
had hardly time to retreat to the floors 
aboVe, saving-apart from our lives-only 
the clothes we had put on for the night." 

A presiding minister of the two congre­
gations of Jehovah's witnesses in Florence 
explained how he had to change the meet­
ing program on that November 4. "The 
Friday, the first day of the disaster, was a 
holiday throughout Italy and our con-&re­
gations had planned to go on a special e~­
clll'sion to Empoli, where there is a small 
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group of Jehovah's witnesses. M'y Wife and 
I were preparing for the trip when one of 
our friends telephoned to teU us that the 
Arno was flooding and the road was cut 
off. Not realizing the gravity of the floods, 
we decided to change our plans and fixed 
our hall in Florence as the meeting place. 

"Our car wouldn't start, as water had 
got into the motor, so we had to cover 
the two and a half miles on foot. The rain 
continued. When we were near our hall 
we found police blocking the traffic, and 
they announced that the flood was inun­
dating the Piazza del Duomo. There, tm 
the Cathedral steps, two Catholic priests 
with some elderly women were calling for 
aid as the water lapped the steps. 

"About thirty feet from our hall a tor­
rent was rushing down the street. It was 
no longer possible to reach our meeting 
place. We had to turn back, but by this 
time the street was under water. We ran 
to another; it was also submerged. Then 
we began to realize the gravity of the sit­
uation. Finally we found a street, possibly 
the only one, still free of water and ran 
along it to safety." 

Christian Love in the Face of Disa8ter 
But that presiding minister of a Chris­

tian congregation was concerned about 
others too. He continues: "Now we were 
anxious about our Christian brothers. 
Some lived on the ground floor near the 
river, or even worse, in basements. What 
had become of them? We hatl no means 
of reaching them except by our thoughts 
and in our prayers to Jehovah God. In the 
evening we managed to visit those who 
lived nearby. They were safe! But the 
others? Only after three days of anguish 
did we learn that the liVes of all our broth­
ers had been spared~ What joy! We 
thanked Jehovah God for that. 

"The few of our brothers that had not 
been hit by the inundations helped the 
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rthers to Shovel away the .mud and to 
clean up their homes. The loving help from 
others of our Christian brothers began 
arriving from every side. How encourag­
ing was the spirit of solidarity! 

"Our Kifigdom Hall, although it was on 
the top floor, could not be used, mud in 
the courtyard having become very deep. 
We assembled nonetheless, holding our 
weekly meetings in our private homes. 
Finally, after a week, and wearing boots, 
we were able to reach our hall. We had 
felt the need to rally in these circumstanc­
es. We were deeply moved. At the end 
of our meeting everyone was in tears. We 
were moved by finding ourselves united 
with one another and with God." 

From many parts of Italy, Christian 
witnesses of Jehovah sent help to their 
brothers in the form of money, food and 
clothing. In the city of Florence itself 
those who were less affected by the dis­
aster hurried to the aid of their fellow 
Christians living in the very damaged 
areas. A dedicated Christian who lost her 
home and all her belongings was immedi­
ately given hospitality in the house of one 
of Jehovah's witnesses. Her· husband, an 
unbeliever, was deeply impressed by the 
love manifested. 

Organized in Showing Neighbor Love 
The tragic situation in which thousands 

of families in Italy found themselves put 
everyone's Christian faith to the proof. 
There is a Biblical proverb. that says: 
"Have you shown yourself discouraged in 
the day of distress? Your power will be 
scanty." '(Prov. 24:10) The experience of 
another witness of Jehovah in Florence 
demonstrates the value of the spirit of 
initiative and the love of one's neighbor. 
He writes: 

"We were awakened by our neighbor, 
who said that the river was submerging 
their quarters. We rushed immediately to 
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the help of the families on the lower floors. 
We were able thus to take some of them 
to the upper ones. As was the case 
throughout the city, there was no electrici­
ty, drinking water or gM in the whole 
building. For all the tenants there was 
only one wood-burning stove available. I 
served as captain of the building and or­
ganized the women into kitchen, cleaning 
and laundry squads. We ate our food to­
gether. The men-myself included-pro­
cured wood, fishing for it with a rod and 
line in the water. 

"Everyone was grateful for my initia­
tive in organizing things. But I can say 

that in these circumstanCes I took advan­
tage of the experience acquired during as­
semblies of the people of .Jehovah, where, 
working in various departments, one 
learns how to organize many things." 

The Florentine daily, La Nazione, called 
the flood, "the most monstrous natural 
cataclysm in the history of Florence." Yes, 
November 4, 1966, will remain long in 
the memory of the inhabitants of Florence 
and of many other ltalian cities. But re­
maining long also in the minds of many 
will be the evidence of Christian love man­
ifested in the face of this disaster. 

A BOOK FOR YOUR TRIP 
• Waiting stations and terminals frequently 
have magazine racks and book counters. Of 
course, you know why. When persons travel 
they often spend much of their time reading 
-sometimes worthwhile material, other times 
worthless printed matter. What do you read 
on your travels? 

A recent letter from Washington tOld the 
exper1ence one of Jehovah's witnesses had 
while traveling across the country by train. 
He was reading the Bible aid "Things in Which 
It Is Impossible for God to Lie," looking up the 
scriptures in it as he read. When the time 
came to eat he rose to go to the dining car. 
The elderly woman sitting next to him asked 
if she could look at the book he had been 
reading. Naturally he told her that she was 
welcome to do so. When he returned over an 
hour later, she was still reading it. 

Instead of disturbing her, he went to the 
dome car to look at the scenery :for a while. 
On returning, he found she was still engrossed 
in the book. In fact, as he sat down, she asked 
i1 ~;he could read awhile longer. When finally 
she stopped. she told the minister that she 
never realized that Christians were no longer 
obliged to observe the sabbath. Thvn she asked 
him where he had obtained the book, because 
she wanted to write the publishers for a copy. 
The Witness replied that he had a number of 
copies of lt and that she could keep the one 
she was reading. 
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Later that evening the two of them went 
to the dome car. Upon returning, the woman 
could not find the book. She became quite 
upset, saying she hoP€(! nobody would b£' so 
inconsiderate as to steal her book. Bowever, 
she soon found it and l:ltarted reading it eager· 
ly. She commented that she had been skipping 
around in it because she thought she would 
have to return it, but now that it was hers 
she would start at the beginning. When they 
parted, the minister had ample reason to reflect 
on the wisdom of taking good reading material 
on his trjp. 

Another minister of Jehovah's witnesses in 
Montana tells that she placed the same publi· 
cation with a lady who was soon to leave 
on a trip. Some weeks later the Witness visited 
the woman, w.ho had since rettlrned. 

The mini!lter writes: "We were welcomed 
kindly into her home, and immediately rshe 
began to praise the 'Impossible to IA6' book. 
Enthusiastically she told us she had taken the 
book with her on the trip and upon picking it 
up was unable to put it down until she had 
ft.nished it. She had learned many things from 
it and said over again, 'That is the best work 
you people have ever done/" Later, when the 
Witnesses were leaving her home, she addl'>d: 
"Since I've read that book I will never again 
turn your people away from my door." The 
upbuilding reading material she took on her 
trfp may weJJ help her on the way to everlast· 
ing life. 
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DO YOU believe hell to be a fiery-hot 
place where the wicked are tormented 

endlessly after death? Millions of persons 
do. Why so? Because this is what is taught 
by many major religious organizations, 
both of Christendom and of so-called Hea­
thendom. In fact, of 206 religions in the 
United States questioned on this teaching, 
171 sa'Id that they believed in eternal tor­
ment for the incorrigibly wicked. At its 
recent ecumenical council the Roman 
Catholic Church reaffirmed belief in the 
reality of hell as a place of eternal pun­
ishment. 

However, in view of God's loving quali­
ties it is understandable that many per­
sons might wonder whether this teaching 
is really found in the Bible. It is only right 
and proper that you should desire to know._ 
So turn, please, in your copy of the Bible 
to Acts chapter two, verses thirty-one and 
thirty-two. If yours is the King James 
Version you will notice that it says: "He 
seeing this before spake of the resurrec­
tion of Christ, that his soul was not left 
in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 
This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof 
we all are witnesses." Have you ever real­
ized before that your Bible says that Je­
sus was in hell? 

Was Jesus suffering fiery torment for 
the three days that he was confined to 
hell? Really, it is unreasonable to think 
so, for it is not in keeping with God's love 
to permit such a thing. What, then, is the 
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Bible hell? Who go there? Do they ex­
perience liny sensation of pain? Can they, 
like Jesus, be released from hell" 

First, we need to determine from-where 
the word "hell" in our Bibles comes. It is 
translated from the Hebrew word sheOl, 
which occurs, in all, 65 times in the He­
brew Scriptures. The King Ja:mes Version, 
however, translates she6l 31 times as 
"hell," 31 times as "grave" and 3 times 
as "pit." The Catholic Douay Version ren­
ders she6l as "hell" in 63 of itS 65 occur­
rences. Some Bibles leave she6l and its 
Greek equivalent, hddes~ untranslated. In 
both the King James and Douay versions 
hddes is rendered as "hell" in each of its 
ten occurrences in the Greek Scriptures. 

That hddes is the Greek equivalent for 
sheOl can be seen by comparing Psalm 16: 
10 (15:10, Dy) in the Hebrew Scriptures 
with A~ts 2:31 in the Christian Greek 
Scriptures. If you do this with a Bible 
that leaves these words untranslated, you 
will notice that in the quotation in Acts 
from Psalm 16:10 the Greek word hdd68 
is used for the Hebrew word she6l. 

Is hell, then, a hot place? Do she6l and 
hddes refer to some location where the 
wicked suffer after death? Obviously not, 
for Jesus, as well as other righteous men, 
went there. Also, please turn to the book 
of Jonah chapter two, verses one and two, 
and note what occurred after Jonah was 
swallowed by the fish: "Then Jonah 
prayed unto the LoRD his God out of the 
fish's belly, and said, I cried by reason of 
mine affliction unto the LORD, and he 
heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, 
and thou heard est my voice." (A V) Where 
was Jonah~ In some fiery subterranean 
place? No. Jonah was in what would have 
been his tomb or grave if God had not 
delivered him. That is why the marginal 
reference in the King James Version sub­
stitutes here "the grave" for "hell." 

consider also the righteous man Jacob. 
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When sorrowing for his son Joseph, he 
said: 4'! will go down to my son into hell 
[Sheol, Amerit:!an Standard Version; the 
grave, AV], mourning." (Gen. 37:35, Dy) 
Now think: Did Jacob believe his fine, 
seventeen-year-old son Joseph was in a 
fiery hot place, and did he himself want 
to join him there? How absurd! It is ob­
vious that Jacob merely thought his son 
was dead and in the grave, and in his sor­
rowful state he himself wanted to die. 

Job, a righteous servant pf God, was 
undergoing suffering when he prayed to 
God: "Who will grant me this, that thou 
mayst protect me in hell [Sheol, AS; the 
grave, A V], and hide me till thy wrath 
pass, and appoint me a time when thou 
wilt remember me?" (Job 14:13, Dy) How 
foolish Job would have been to desire pro­
tection in hell if it were a fiery-hot place! 
Clearly, the Bible hell is simply mankind's 
common grave, and Job wanted to go 
there, that his sufferings might cease. 

Is there, then, consciousness of any 
kind in the Bible hell? The Bible answer 
is very clear. Please turn to Ecclesiastes 
9:5, 10, and read: "For the living know 
that they shall die, but the dead know 
nothing more. . . . Whatsoever thy hand 
is able to do, do it earnestly: for neither 
work, nor reason, nor wisdom, nor knowl­
edge, shall be in hell [Sheol, AS; the grave, 
AV], whither thou art hastening." (Dy) 
At death man's very thoughts perish. (Ps. 
146:3, 4) He does not have an immortal 
soul that survives the death of the body. 
(Ezek. 18:4) So, after death, there is noth­
ing that could suffer torment even if a 
fiery hell did exist. 

Some persons, however, may ob:ject that 
their Bible speaks of "hell fire," and, 
therefore, they believe hell must be a hot 
place. (Matt. 5:22, AV, Dy) But the scrip­
ture where this expression is found is one 
of the twelve occurrences of ·aehenna,. a 
different Greek word. Gehenna is some-
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thing entirely different. Bmith'B Diction­
ary of the Bible, Vol. 1, pa~e 879, explains: 
"It becamQ the common lay-stan of the 
city, where the dead bodies of criminals, 
and the carcases of animals, and every 
other kind of filth was cast." Gehenna 
served as a massive disposal dump out­
side the walls of Jerusalem; perpetual fires 
were maintained to prevent pestilence, but 
nothing alive was thrown there. It is a 
fitting symbol, not of eternal conscious 
torment, but of everlasting destruction. 
The "lake'1of fire" mentioned in Revelation 
has a similar significance, and it ·means, 
not conscious torment, but ''second death." 
-Rev. 21:8. 

The heartwarming prospect is that hell 
is to be emptied of all its unconscious dead, 
after which death and hell will be eter­
nally destroyed. Note how the B1ble ex­
plains: "Death and hell [margin, 'the 
grave' J delivered up the dead which were 
in them ... And death and hell were cast 
into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death." (Rev. 20:13, 14, AV) What a 
grand provision! God mercifully is to de­
liver the dead from hell! Certainly we 
have strong encouragement to learn more 
about God and his purposes for blessing 
mankind 

( 1) Why do millions of persons believe hell is 
hot? (2) What outstanding person went to the 
Bible hell? 13) What questions does Jesus' ex­
perience in hell raise? 14) From what Hebrew 
and Greek words is the English word "hell'' 
translated, and how are these words rendered 
in various Bible translations? ( 5) How do we 
know hCdes is the Greek equivalent for she61? 
(6) How does Jonah's experience show wheth­
er hell is a hot place? (7) Where did Jacob 
believe his "dead" son to be? (8) Why did 
Job pray to go to hell? (9) Are those in hell 
conscious? ( 10) What was Gehenna, and of 
what is it a symbol? ( 11 l What hope is there 
for those in hell? 
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"Kamlkallle" Driving 
• "Kamikaze" (suicidal) driv­
ers have given Japan the 
worst traffic record in the 
world. The number of high­
way fatalities in Japan for 
1966 reached 13,319, more- than 
in any other 12-month period. 
The true death toll may be 
much higher, since traffic 
authorities in Japan count 
only the fatalities that occur 
within 24 hours of an accident. 
The total number of deaths 
in traffic accidents in Japan is 
second only to . that of the 
United States. But the rate 
was five times that of the 
United States when consider­
ing the number of cars in pro­
portion to the population. Ac­
cording to polt\;e statistics, 
the principal causes of fatali­
ties in order of frequency are: 
drunken driving, driving in 
the wrong lane, illegal pass­
ing, speeding and !allure to 
stop or slow down at crossings 
and intersections. 

Severe Quake 
• A severe earthquake hit 
northern Chile on December 
28, inflicting heavy damage 
on the tiny nitrate port of 
Taltal. First reports showed 
some 65 persons were hospi­
talized, 12 in critical condition. 
Half the houses in the port 
of Taltal, a town of 3,000 
residents, were reportedly. 
knocked down. At about the 
same time a strong tremor 

FEBRUARY 8, 1967 

shook the city of Mendoza in 
Argentina, but no damage was 
reported. 

Keen Interest Jn God 
• In this era when religion is 
generally on the wane and 
God is being proclaimed dead, 
many people of Central and 
South America have shown 
strong interest in God. During 
December and January at 
the "God's Sons of Liberty" 
District Assemblies of Jeho­
vah's witnesses in their re­
spective lands, they have 
turned out in record numbers. 
For example, on December 14, 
1966, 755 in Belize, British 
Honduras, heard Watch Tower 
Society director John Groh de­
liver the discourse "Mankind's 
Millennium Under God's King­
dom." The attendance was 
almost twice the number of 
Jehovah's witnesses in that 
land. In Tegucigalpa, Hondu­
ras, the attendance was 70 
percent higher than any other 
previous attendance had at 
conventions held by the Wit­
nesses in Honduras. In El Sal­
vador, 4,989, or nearly five 
times the number of Witnesses 
in the country, saw the moving 
drama about Jeremiah. In 
Costa Rica the peak atten­
dance of 2,974 was more 
than a thousand higher than 
any other previous attendance 
figure for their assemblies. 
There were English and Span­
ish meetings, with 73 being 

baptized. In the picturesque 
island of Jamaica, where there 
are 4,910 of Jehovah's witness­
es, a crowd of 9,458, or almost 
5,000 more than the p'eak num­
ber of Witn~ses, · attended 
their assembly. All of this 
shows that many people of 
Central and South America 
and the islands of the Carib­
bean are searching for the 
truth of God's Word and his 
righteousness. 

The Smoking Habit 
• On December 8 the Health 
and Welfare Department said, 
in releasing a survey on smok­
ing in Canada, that more 
than 1,000,000 persons who 
once smoked cigarettes daily 
have overcome the habit. How­
ever, at least 300 young Cana­
dians acquire the habit every 
day; so, in spite of all who 
quit, a quarter of a million 
more people are smoking than 
two years ago. The tobacco 
industry spokesmen estimated 
1966 production at 45,085,000,· 
000 cigarettes, compared with 
42,450,000,000 in 1965, a 6.2-per­
cent increase. 

Despite U.S. government 
warnings that there are health 
hazards in smoking cigarettes, 
Americans smoked 542,000,-
000,000 cigarettes, which rep­
resents about a 2.5-percent in· 
crease over last year's figure. 
Ten years ago the total was 
406,500,000,000. 

Nickel In Coins * Silver has become too 
scarce to be used for coin 
produ<!tion. So Canada, one 
of the few countries still using 
silver coins, will join Britain, 
the United States and other 
nations that have changed to 
cheaper metals in the produc­
tion of coins. The decision to 

. use pure nickel rather than 
silver in Canadian coins, be­
ginning in 1968, was an­
nounced on December 23. One 
official estimated that the 
change will 'save Canadians 
$15,000,000 a year. 
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England's ''New Theology'' 
+ 'England swings like a pen· 
dulum do,' say the lyrics t? a 
modem song, and that swmg 
today Is away from church. 
True, the debate about God is 
a conversational staple in 
intellectual circles, but the 
great mass of British people 
go their own way~d Jt 
usually Is not to church except 
to get baptized, married tmd 
burled. Forty years ago. far 
every thousand persons In 
England, 152 were enroJled 
In the established Anglican 
Church. When the most recent 
figures were compiled for the 
year 1964, the figure 11ad 
dropped to 81. Still the vast 
majority of Englishmen de­
clare themselves believers In 
one way or another. But In 
most cases their beliefs are 
extremely vague. The typical 
British attitude toward reli· 
glon, said Dr. H. J. Blackman, 
director o.t the British Human­
ist Society, is focused on ethi· 
cal conduct rather than theo­
logical dogma. The people 
say: "My conscience is my 
religion," "To be straight and 
honest, that is real religion." 
Such phrases comprise the 
"new theology" In England. 
What has this meant to 
church attendance? Clergy­
men estimates of active pa­
rishioners ran as low as 1 per­
cent o.t those baptized. None 
went as high as 10- percent. 

Red China's FUtb mast * On December 28 corrunu­
nist China raised its nuclear 
capability-to a new level when 
it tested its fifth nuclear de­
vice, the third In 1966. How­
ever, the nation vowed again 
that Jt will never be the first 
to use nuclear weapons. Pe­
king hailed the explosion as 
"a great encouragement to the 
heroic Vietnamese people ... 
as well as an important con­
tribution to world peace." The 
Western nations viewed the 
test with considerable appre­
hension.· 
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Sin Ia ~011: 
+ Saigon, South Viemam, re­
porteclly has over 4,000 B 
(.tor bar) girls who are ept@r­
taining soldiers In that part 
o.t the world. When Senator 
Fulbright o.t Arkansas c11lled 
Saigon a "brothel," some in 
Washington expressed sur­
prise. But the senator's o}lser­
vation did not come as 11ews 
to the Anny-People Co1.1ncil 
o.t Vietnam. After hearings on 
the spread of prostitution in 
South Vietnam, it has formal­
ly recommended legalizing the 
illicit traffic as the best and 
safest way of handling it, The 
statistics .tor 1966 have not 
been received, but a report on 
1965 indl.cated venereal disease 
was the No. 1 ailment o.t 
American soldiers in Vietnam, 
with 18,383' cases. Since there 
were, on an average, 102,000 
troops in Saigon last year, this 
means that close to one ser· 
vicemen in five contracted VD: 

Clergy Attitudes 
+ A study of diocesan Catho­
lic clergy attitudes was con­
ducted by a Jesuit sociologist 
at Harvard University, Joseph 
Fichter. He was supported by 
the National Catholic Report­
er and a group o.t Rornan 
Catholic priests and laymen. 
The study revealed that al­
most one-third of the Rornan 
Catholic priests in America 
probably or "unquestionably'' 
would marry if permitted by 
the church. They believe dio­
cesan priests should have the 
freedom to choose between 
marriage and celibacy. The 
study also showed that, if 
given the choice again, one 
out of seven priests would 
hesitate to enter the seminary; 
that about 90 percent thought 
every diocese should have an 
elected grievance committee 
to which priests could bring 
their complaints; that more 
than half felt there was little 
or no free communication be­
tween them and their bishops; 
and more than 60 percent 
believed their bishops demon-

strate lfttle personal interest 
in them. 

Premier Paraakevopoulos 
+ Greece has had some forty 
governments In the years since 
World War II. Government 
No. 40, under Stephanos Steph­
anopoulos, was shaky from 
its Inception. But, strangely 
enough, it lasted an incri;Xiible 
fifteen months. In December 
Panayotis Kanellopoulos, lead· 
er o.t the conservative N!ltion­
al Radical Union, in al'l un­
expected move announced that 
he was pulling out of the 
government coalition. This 
brought about the govern­
ment's collapse. Young King 
Constantine moved quickly 
to quell any crisis by appoint­
Ing a nonpolitical caretaker 
premier, the man who per­
fanned the same task in 1964, 
Ioannls Paraskevopoulos. 
King Constantine decreed that 
elections take place in May. 

What Wisdom War? + According to U.S. News & 
World Report for January 2, 
Americans are spending near­
ly $2,000,000,000 a month or 
$24,000,000,000 a year on the 
Vietnam war. "With this war's 
cost in money," says the maga­
zine, "the U.S. could give 
every man, woman and child 
in both South and North Viet­
nam about $700 a year, or 
six times their present aver­
age income----and save the 
indirect costs of the war." 

A Catholic Defects * England's leading Roman 
Catholic theologian, Charles 
Davis, who was a "peritus" 
(expert) at the Second Vati­
can Council, and who has been 
editor of the Clergy Review, 
after twenty years a priest 
announced that he was leav­
ing the Roman Catholic 
Church. Davis, 43, also said 
that he intended to marry an 
American Catholic, a theology 
student at Bristol University, 
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who also plans to leave the 
Catholic church. Davis had 
this to say about Catholicism: 
"I do not think that the claim 
the church makes as an insti· 
tution rests upon any adequate 
Biblical and historical basis. 
I don't believe that the church 
Is absolute, and I don't believe 
any m,ore in papal lnfallibil· 
ity. There is concern for au· 
thority at the expense of 
truth, as I am constantly 
shown by instances of the 
damage to persons by the 
workings of an impersonal 
and unfree system." 

Alcoholism 
+ A five-year Stanford Unl· 
versity study on alcoholism 
has established that alcohol· 
ism is the number one mental 
health problem in nine states 
in America, according to hos· 
pital diagnoses. Public drunk· 
enness and drunken driving 
accounted for at least 40 per­
cent of a total five mlllion 
arrests in 1965. Alcoholics 

constituted about 22 percent 
of all the male first admls· 
slons to 300 mental hospitals 
in the 'nation. 

FaU to Keep Pace 
+ A table prepared by the 
American Institute of Public 
Opinion showed that church 
attendance has been steadlly 
declining since 1958. A nation­
al sampling of adults dis­
closed 44 percent attended 
church in 1965, compared to 
49 percent in 1958. And for 
the first time since 1961, 
church membership in the 
United States falled to keep 
up with population growth. 
The latest statistics, those cov­
ering the calendar year as 
well as the fiscal year ending 
in 1965, show that members of 
religious bodies total 124,682,· 
422, an increase of 1.374,973, 
or 1.1 percent over 1964. The 
population increase was 1.3 
percent. 

WheJ'e ICJatJt~.Dlaagre& 
+ Pope Paul VI reportedly 
feels that a negotiated pea_ce 
rather than military v1~6ry 
by either side is the waY to 
end the war' 1n Vietnam. Fran­
cis Cardinal Spellman, on the 
other hand, neglecting the 
sixth of the Ten Command· 
ments, told soldiers that "Unit­
ed States troops were the 
soldiers of Jesus Christ who 
were fighting a war for civili· 
zation and that to the United 
States, less than Victory is 
inconceivable." A high Vatican 
source stated that Spellman 
was reflecting "his own posi· 
tlon as chief military vicar 
of the U.S. armed forces" and 
not the views of Pope Paul or 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
But he quickly added that the 
pope has great esteem for 
Spellman. A French bishop, 
Paul Joseph Schmitt, chal· 
lenged Spellman to declare 
himself against war. 
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