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A Question That Needs Answering

THE history of the human family is
not a particularly pleasant one, It is
filled with the record of man’s inhumanity
to man, Over and over again individual or
collective acts of wickedness have plunged
large segments of humankind into bru-
tality and bloodshed. As man’s inventive-
ness has progressed, so has his capacity
to cause grief, '

In all this record of wickedness, the
inmocent, decent people all too often suf-
fer. They are frequently victims of vio-
lence, perhaps losing homes, loved ones,
or their own lives. You may or may not
have experienced these things personally.
Yot mental suffering due to injustices,
unkindness and disloyalty may produce
even greater misery, and you are not likely
to have escaped such.

Thinking men and women throughout
the ages have wondered why it is this way,
Sooner or later they ask the all-important
question: “If there is a God, why does
he permit all this wickedness?”’ Because
of not having found the answer to this
critical question, many have abandoned
belief in God. In fact, today some are even
saying that “God is dead.”

Philosophers and religious leaders
throughout the ages have pondered the
‘problem. Yet, their accumnulated ideas are
conflicting. As the book Basic Teachings
of the Great Philosophers (1945 edition,
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page 296) deseribes it, “One philosopher
will offer his solution and many will hail
it as the answer., But it will not be long
before another philosopher will discover
and point to errors in his patterns, will
reveal gaps and distortions, and will pro-
pose a somewhat different solution, one
which seems to him more nearly perfect.”

And why is this? Because, as the same
book comments, even a great philosopher
“does not fashion a perfect picture, Only
a God who knows all experiences of all
men and can detect the finest relations
can weave a perfect pattern. No philoso-
pher, however great, is such a God.”

The fundamental truth of that cannot
be denied. No man, of himself, however
wise, can answer the question as to why
God permits wickedness, But God can.
And he does!

Consider this for 2 moment: If you
wanted to know the views of someone,
would it not be best to let him express
himself instead of listening to hearsay
about him? Then, since it is God who
permits wickedness, it would only be fair
and right to listen to his explanation as
to why he has allowed wickedness to exist,

To begin with, let us examine the mat-
ter of how man was created. This will
aid us in determining how wickedness
could ever arise within the human family
in the first place.



M CRENTED

QULD you like someone to dic-

tate your every move in life?
Would you appreciate it if someone
scheduled your every living minute and
then forced yvou never to deviate from
that cgurse by even a hair’s breadth?
QOr do you prefer to have the freedom
to choose what kind of work you will
do, where you will live, what you will
eat and what you will wear?

The answers to those questions are
obvious. No balanced human wants to
lose complete control of hig life, This can
be seen even on a national scale where peo-
ple are dominated by harsh, dictatorial
governments. These oppressive govern-
ments stifle happiness and initiative. They
also c¢ause such pressures of resentment
to build up that often an outbreak is made
for freedom.

Freedom a Marvelous Gift

The desire for freedom is no accident.
The Bible tells us that, in addition to life,
God gave Adam, his first human creation,
a most precious gift. That marvelous gift
was free moral agency. Man was not to
be a human robot, an automaton. He was
endowed with the ability to cheose, and
that is an ability that we all use each day.
—Josh, 24:15; Gen. 1:1, 26-28.

If God had purposed that humans be
merely automatons, machinelike, he would
not have equipped them with intellectual
powers, powers of perception, judgment,
decision land reason. As a robot, man
would no more have need for suich mental
faculties than would a piece of machinery
or a vegetable.

Was the freedom with which man was
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created a bad thing?
No, it was a good thing. The Bible is ex-
plicit in informing us that all the things
God created were good. It states: “God
saw everything that he had made and,
logk! it was very good.” (Gen. 1:31) Cen-
turies later the man Moses stated of the
Creator: “Perfeet is his activity.”—Deut.
32:4,

What Human Perfection Means

God created the first man and woman
perfect, that is, complete, without a de-
fect in their physical organism. But did
this perfection mean that they could do
nothing but good? No, for while perfect,
complete in their mental and physical fac-
ulties, they still had freedom of choice.
If they were compelled to do what was
good, then it could not be said that they
were truly free to choose.
. In addition, Adam was still a man, an
earthling, made of flesh and blood. He
was perfect, it is true, but perfect in his
limited sphere as a human. For instance,
man could nof Iive in outer space without
oxygen, for he was not a spirit creature.
Nor could he stay underwater indefinitely
without special equipment, for he was not
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a sea creature. Also, he must always eat
food and drink liquids to stay alive. But
‘these and cther human limitations did not
mean he was less than perfect. He was
still perfect, but within the limits of
humankind. ‘

Nor did his perfection mean he knew
everything, He would have to learn many
things. All Jearning did riot come auto-
matically with perfection. In fact, even of
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, who as a man
was also perfect, we read: “Although he
was a Son, he learned obedience.” So
under God’s direction Adam could learn
many things as time progressed. He could
also come to appreciate more fully why
God is the only one worthy of his worship,
and that serving God is, without excep-
tion, the right and best thing to do. He
could see how wonderful -God is, what a
marvelous gift his free moral agency was,
and, of his own free will, could want to
serve such a God.—Heb, 5:8,

But it Adam was perfect, how was it
possible for him to go wrong, to sin?
Remember, he was a free moral agent,
He could choose to ignore vital facts of
a question, or to arrive at a decision based
on one-sided testimony. He could also
meditate long enough on what was wrong
to have this motivate him to wrong ac-
tion, as the Bible says: “Each one is
tried by being drawn out and enticed by
his own desire. Then the desire, when it
has become fertile, gives birth to sin.”
Adam’s perfection would not immunize
him from error if he deliberately refused
to ponder well both sides of a matter, or
it he continued to entertain desires that
were in opposition to God’s law, His per-
fection did not mean he was infallible,
—Jas. 1:14, 15.

That the creature’s individual will and
choice, rather than perfection, are the
determining factors readily becomes evi-
dent. If we were to insist that a perfect
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man could not take a wrong course where
a moral issue was involved, should. we
not also logically argue that an imperfect
creature could not take a right course
where such moral issue was involved? Yet
today some imperfect creatures do take a
right course on moral issues involving obe-
dience to God, even choosing to suffer
persecution rather than change from such
a course; while at the same time others
deliberately engage in doing what they
know is wrong. Thus not all wrong ac-
tions can be excused by human imper-
fection. The deciding factors are the in-
dividual’'s will and choice. In the same
way, it was not human perfection alone
that would guarantee right action by the
firs{ man, but, rather, his own will and
choice motivated by love for his God and
for what is right.

God’s Guidance Vital

For his own protection, man needed
God’s guidance and direction. He was not
to be free from God and His regulations.
The reason why is so vital, so fundamen-
tal, that unless man appreciated its sig-
nificance, he would come into grave
difficulty, It is this: Man was not made
to govern independently of God. In fact,
he could not live without God.

God did not give man the right or the
ability to govern without Him, because
it was never purposed that man be in-
dependent from God, his Creator. Free-
dom was to be relative, maintained within
proper limits, limits that would work for
man’s good and contribute to his happi-
ness. That is why God inspired his proph-
et Jeremiah to write; “T well know, O
Jehovah, that to earthling man his way
does not belong. It does not belong to man
who is walking even to direct his step.
Correct me, O Jehovah.” It also explains
why the Bible counsels: “Trust in Jeho-
vah with all your heart and do not lean
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upen your own understanding.”—Jer. 10:
23, 24; Prov. 3:5.

So while man was perfect as a physical
organism, he must have the guidance of
- his God and Creator to live life success-
fully and manage his affairs properly. If
he ever stopped accepting divine guidance
and direction, his mind and intellect,
though perfect, would no more resist de-
terioration than would his perfect body
if he deprived it of organic food. Man's
positive dependence on spiritual feod was
not in the least less vital than his depen-
dence on material food, a fact declared
both in the Mosaic law and by God’s own
Son. {Deut. 8:3; Matt, 4:4) If man were
to refuse to accept the guidance of Al-
mighty God over his life, then chaos
would result in the human ranks, as has
happened,

How was God's guidance expressed? By
His regularly communicating with the hu-
man creation, as the first and second
chapters of Genesis show, Their Maker
would direct them by talking with them
and by giving them his laws, laws that
would work for their own welfare.

Hence, man’s freedom was to be regu-
lated by wise, just and loving laws, laws
that would result in the happiness of the
entire human family. These laws were to
serve as a constant reminder that the wel-
fare of men was ever dependent upon obe-
dience to their Creator, Because free mor-
al agents could deviate in their thinking
and go in a way that would be hurtful
to themselves, they would forever need
their Creator to lead them in the paths
of right knowledge and happiness. '

If man were to stop trusting in God

and start trusting in his own wisdom alone, .

then he would lose his happiness, Hag this
occurred? Well, what do we see on earth?
Do we see the entire human family of free
moral agents united in a bond of love,
happy and thrilled with each day of life?
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Or, instead, do we see earth filled with
suffering, divided, perplexed, confused and
unhappy people? The judgment of history
and of our own time is that the latter is
true, Man has Jost genuine happiness, and
the reason why is that he has abandoned
the guidance of God.

The Wrong Choice

With the freedom to choose, our first
parents, Adam and his wife Eve, chose to
turn their backs on God. Why, Eve even
believed that by departing from God's law
she and her husband would become God-
like! So they broke God’s plainly stated
regulation and turned aside from his di-
rection. This was nothing less than out-
right rebellion against Almighty God.
—Gen. 2:16, 1T; 3:1-6.

However, choosing to rebel against God
would mean that they would now have to
get along without the blessing and guid-
ance of God. That is what they chose,
and that s what God granted them, But
man’s rejection of God as his governor
meant that the Creator would no longer
sustain him in perfection. Outside God's
care, the human organism would begin
to break down, until eventually death over-
took it. God said: “In the sweat of your
face you will eat bread until you return
to the ground, for out of it you were
taken, For dust you are and to dust you
will return.” He having turned to sin, his
body was bound to degenerate. The close
relation between the emotional state and
the physical state, as relates to human
health, is, medically, scientifically, and
Scripturally, undeniable. Compare Genesis
44:22, 29-34; Proverbs 3:7, 8; 4:20-22;
13:12; 14:30; 15:30; 16:24; 17:22.

It is evident, then, that the Bible’s ex-
blanation of matters fits the facts. Man
was created perfect, but this did not mean
that, as a free moral agent, he could not
choose to sin.
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1S
GOD
TO BLAME

calamity that came upon Adam
and Eve was their own fault. God had
clearly warned them of tHe result if they
failed to obey his righteous law; yet they
chose a course of lawlessness toward God.
But what about all the wickedness com-
mitted in the thousands of years since
then? Whose fault is that? Is it God's?
'The Bible shows that the blame for
wickedness lies in two places; one is with
man himself, Let us examine his respon-
sibility first.

When a person commits a crime, who
is apprehended? Would it be right to put
the innocent victim on trial and conviet
him and let the criminal go free? No, it
is the criminal who is responsible for the
crime he committed. We cannot hold the
innocent one responsible for a crime he
did not commit. In like manner, we must
not hold God responsible for crimes he
did not commit. We must put the blame
where it belongs, on the criminals.

Remember that, although Adam’s off-
spring, born in sin, were not perfect, they
were still free moral agents, They were
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free to choose to do right or wrong, just
as you are to this day. Though by nature
they would commit many errors, yet when
they chose to do wrong, it would be their
own fault. That is why the Bible, at Deu-
teronomy 32:5, says: “They have acted
ruinously on their own part; they are not
fGod's] children, the defect is their own.”
True, many innocent people who try to .
do good are victimized by the wicked
deeds of others. But here again, the in-
nocent must appreciate that it is the wick-
ed criminal who is responsible for thelr
hurt, not God. Furthermore, God is not
oblivious to their plight, and we will later
see how he hasg taken action to deliver
them from their unfortunate c¢ircumstanc-
es, and to erase any hurt they have un-
justly received. '

Tendency to Shift Blame

So, then, much of the wickedness per-
petrated for the past thousands of years
can be fraced to man’s own doing. He
cannct shift the responsibility for his own
wrohgdoing onto God, although this is
what many try to do. Why, even Adam,
when called to account for his transgres-
sion, tried to avoid responsibiiity by say-
ing the cause for his dereliction was “the
woman whom you [God] gave to be with
me.” Since God gave him the woman who
later induced him to rebel, Adam selfishly
reasoned that, not only the woman, but
God himself must bear responsibility for
his wrong action. However, it was not
God who did the wrong. And the Bible
assures us that “Adam was not deceived.”
He was competent to make a cheice. His
wrongdoing was his own fault.—Gen. 3:
12; 1 Tim, 2:14,

Throughout history humans have been
plagued by a tendency similar to Adam’s,
to blame God for the evil that befalls
them, In the case of some, they follow
the dictates of their own will and violate
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God’s laws. When they are apprehended
for their lawlessness, they may feel that
God is at fault for not preventing the out-
come. But why did they break God's law?

While there can be no doubt that some
persons are genuinely perplexed and are
seeking to know the reason for God's per-
mission of wickedness, the sincerity of
many others who strongly criticize God is
open to question. Are they really honest
in their insistence that God is at fault
because he did not forecibly prevent man’s
deviation from righteousness at its very
inceptian? Where, then, is the proof that
they as individuals personally desire strict-
er control by God or where is the proof
that even a sizable majority of mankind
at any time has manifested a desire that
God use his power 1o inhibit their wrong
ways or block them in their wrong pur-
suits? If they do not want this for them-
selves, why should we believe they really
would want it for our first parents? Are
they not like the person who heartily
cheers law enforcement but reacts resent-
fully when a traffic policeman approaches
him?—Ezek. 18:29-32,

When entire nations behave criminally,
can they blame God if disaster befalls
them? If they cast out God’s command-
ments, can they blame God for their suf-
fering? When human governments fail be-
cause they are not doing God’s will, they
are to blame for the unhappiness they
bring upon the people.

Sickness and Disease .

But what about all the suffering that
comes from sickness and disease? Even
persons who try to do good get sick,
through no fault of their own. And an
infant can get some illness and he maimed
for life, or even die. Certainly it was no
fault of the infant.

In regard to all such sickness, disease
and pain, we must put the blame where
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it belongs, on the rebellion of Adam and
Eve. Note what Romans 5:12 says:
“Through one man [Adam] sin entered
into the world and death through sin, and
thus death spread to all men.” Also, Job
14:4 decleres: “Who can produce some-
one clean out of someone unclean?’—Ps,
51:5; Luke 5:18-25. )

If, as an example, certain human par-
ents ignore the divine law and live im-
morally, and sc contract venereal disease,
whose fault ig it if their children are born
physically or mentally impaired? It is the
fault of such “unclean” parents.

So, too, our first parents hecame “un-
clean,” imperfect, prone to sickness, and
finally death. They could only pass on to
their offspring what they themselves had:
imperfection, sickness and lability to
death, That is why we all suffer from ill-
ness and disease today.

False Religion Shares Blame

The traditional religions have often at-
tributed to God the calamities that man
experiences, Many of earth’s population
are taught that poverty, filth and igno-
rance are God’s will for them. Religious
tradition tells hundreds of millions in some
countries that a cow is more sacred than
a man, and that, even though the man may
be starving, the cow cannot be used for
food. But God's Word says it can. (Gen.
9:3; 1 Cor, 10:25) Thus, religions that
are not based on God's Word increase
man’s difficulties, while, at the same time,
saying that such difficulties are the will
of God. -

Other millions learn from different sys-
tems of religious tradition that it is God’s
will for a few political and religious rulers
to dominate, while the rest of the popu-
lation must render them unquestioned
obedience, even if it means sacrificing
their lives in unrightedus warfare. The
people attribute the resulting carnage to
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God, since their religion teaches them it
is' God’s will for them to kill. But God's
Word does not so teach.--Acts 5:27-29;
Jer. 2:34.

No, God is not to blame for the hurt
and injustice resulting from man’s own
wrongdoing, even if it is religious, even
if it is claimed that this is from God.
Religious systems instituted fiendish in-
quisitions during the “dark ages,” caus-
ing the torture of men and women. But
where does God authorize such horrible
crimes? Nowhere! For example, in regard
to the pagan practice in ancient Israel of
burning children to false gods, Jehovah
stated: ‘“They have built the high places
of Topheth, which is in the valley of the
son of Hinnom, in order to burn their
sons and their daughters in the fire, a
thing that I had not commanded and that
had not come up into my heart.” When
God condemns what men do, he can hardly
be charged with the blame for it.—Jer,
7:31,

Wrongs committed in the name of re-
ligion are especially disgusting to God.
As Jesus said to the religious leaders in
his day: “Woe to you, scribes and Phari-
sees, hypocrites! because you resemble
whitewashed graves, which outwardly in-
deed appear beautiful but inside are full
of dead men’s bones and of  every sort
of uncleanness. In that way you also, out-
wardly indeed, appear righteous to men,
but inside you are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness.”’—Matt, 23:27, 28.

The lawless deeds of false religion can-
not be blamed on God, for he doeg not
sanction religious hypocrisy and cruelty.
The mere fact that a religious movement
claims a long history of hundreds of years
should not be allowed to blind us to the
truth. If it is operating contrary to the
clearly expressed will of God in his Word,
then the hurt they cause is strictly of
their own making.
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Proper Attitude

It is not the course of wisdom for in-
nocent victims of wicked deeds to blame
God instead of those guilty, There are
thousands of men and women who desire
to do good and who share the troubles
broduced by wicked men, but who pa-
tiently wait upon God for the realization

.of all the good promises he-has made,

They know that God has tolerated wicked-
ness and wicked people for a reason, but
that when his time limit is up the wicked
ones will be called to account. The pa-
tient, righteously disposed ones will then
benefit, The Bible counsels: “Do not show
yourself heated up because of the evil-
doers . . . Hope in Jehovah and keep his
way, and he will exalt you to take pos-
session of the earth, When the wicled
ones are cut off, you will see it.”-—Ps,
37:1, 34.

How refreshing it is to know that
throughout the centuries, and especially
today, there are men and women who,
despite their endurance of trouble and op-
pression, do not blame God! Instead, they
declare as did the apostle Paul: “What
shall we say, then? Is there injustice with
God? Never may that become so!”—Rom.
9:14,

This attitude is the right one. We must
not accuse God of acts of which he is not
guilty. It is not God who passed imper-
fection on to us, but our first human par-
ents. So, too, when men today, of their
own free will, do wrong, they are to blame,
not God.

However, it was previously stated that
the blame for wickedness lies in two
places. We have discussed the responsi-
bility of man for his own freewill acts
of wrongdoing. But who else is respon-
sible for the wickedness that has prevailed
on earth for so long?
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HEN criminals operate behind a

well-planned organizational setup,
with numerous fronts that appear to be
quite law-abiding, it is difficult for the
man in the street to penetrate the decep-
tion or believe that the unseen master
schemers even exist.

The principal wicked ones whose crim-
inal actions and policies have helped bring
untold miseries upon the human family
alse work behind the scenes. But we do
not have to be in ignorance of them, be-
cause God has exposed their workings so
that all who desire can know of them for
their own information and protection.

Origin of the Principal Wicked One

God helps us to identify the principal
wicked one, the cunning, behind-the-
scenes criminal responsible for Eve’s vio-
lating God’s clearly stated law. Who was
this tempter of Adam's wife Eve? Whe
induced her to rebel against her righteous
Creator? Who started wickedness in the
universe?

The one mainly responsible for wicked-
ness is an invisible wicked one. His in-
visibility should not make you doubt his
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existence. The very existence of germs as
disease-causing factors was once doubted.
Though beyond the range of the naked
eye, time and research established their
existence. Today the precise cause of can-
cer is still unknown, but scientists do not
simply shrug their shoulders and say,
“Cancer is caused by cancer,” They are
certain that a causative factor exists. So,
too, wickedness is not just caused by wick-
edness. It had a start, and its spread and
plaguelike proportions also indicate an ac-
tive infecting source.

When did this invisible one first make
himself evident? In the third chapter of
Genesis we read of a serpent’s speaking
to the first woman Eve, and speaking in
direct opposition to Jehovah God. God had
said that disobedience to his laws would
mean death. Now the serpent said the
opposite: “You positively will not die.”
In fact, the serpent went oh to tell Eve:
“Your eyes are bound to be opened and
vou are bound to be like God.” Eve be-
lieved this wicked, lying speech and dis-
obeyed God. Then she induced her hus-
band to join her in rebellion.—Gen. 3:4, 5.

But who actually instilled the idea of
rebellion in the mind of Eve? Was it a
mere reptile, a snake that has no speech
organs? No, there must have been some-
one behind the serpent making it appear
as if the snake were talking. We know
that a skilled ventriloquist can make it
appear as if an apimal or even a dummy
is talking, when this is not the case at
all. How much more could a superhuman
invisible intelligent creature do so! The
Bible, at Revelation 12:9, identifies that
powerful spirit creature, speaking of him
as ‘“the original serpent.” He is clearly
identified as being Satan the Devil!

Here, then, is man’s hated enemy and
the one mainly responsible for all wicked-
ness throughout the earth today!
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Succumbed to Wrong Desire

Obviously, the God ‘whose actlvity is
perfect’ would not deliberately create a
wicked one. (Deut. 32:4) He would not
create intelligent creatures with whom he
could not associate. Such would be con-
trary to reason—-Ps. 5:4-6; 15:1, 2.

When God created that invisible spirit,
as he did many others, that creature was
perfect. He was complete, without defect
as a spirit creation, though, like Adam,
not infallible, This particular creature ap-
parently was interested in Adam and Eve
and the Bible shows that he got in touch
with them.—Job 38:7: Gen. 3:1-15.

But how could a perfect creature of
-high intelligence turn to wickedness, since
that spirit creature had no tempter, as
did the woman Ewve? The Bible answers
that it was by the entertaining of a wrong
idea. There is nothing wrong in itself with
seeing the possibilities in a certain situa-
tion. For example, a person in someone
else’s home may see a watch lying on a
table. The possibility of his picking that
watch up and putting it in his pocket is
evident, but he may not even consider it;
or, if the idea does suggest itself, he may
immediately dismiss it. But if he retains
the idea and allows it to develop and grow,
then the process of wrongdoing has been
initiated and he may well commit the act
of wickedness it suggests, '

So, too, with the perfect spirit creature,
The possibility of using the human pair
for his own purpose rather than that in-
dicated by God was there, and he not only
considered it but also failed to dismiss it
from his mind, and it led to sin—Jas. 1:
i4, 15; 1 Tim. 3:6.

The fact that God granted a generous
measure of intellectual freedom does not
make him responsible for everything a
creature does. Does any creature need to
view 'freedom as a license to do wrong?
Do you feel that it entitles you to rob
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or to kill your neighbor, or vice versa?
Freedom is a wonderful thing, but it
should not be perverted. The Bible says:
“Be as free people, and yet holding your
freedom, not as a blind for moral badness,
but as slaves of God.”—1 Pet. 2:186.

The Ones Principally Responsible

Responsibility for world wickedness,
then, rests primarily with Satan the Devil.
He is the one to blame, as the Bible ex-
plicitly shows at 1 John 5:19: “The whole
world is lying in the pewer of the wicked
one.” But the Devil is not the only in-
visible wicked one. The Holy Scriptures
also make clear that Christians “have &
fight, not against bleod and flesh, but
against . . . the wicked spirit forces in
the heavenly places.” (Eph. 6:12) So other
wicked spirits, demons, are also respon-
sible for oppressive w1ckedness —Rev,
12:9,

But why did angels of God turn them-
selves into demons? Again it was a mat-
ter of wrong desire. The Bible informs us
that a minority of angels left their as-
signed dutieg due to improper desire and
then came under the leadership of their
fellow rebel, the Devil. (Gen, 6:2; 2 Pet,
2:4, 5; Jude 6) Together, they have caused
all manner of woes for men, women and
children, What oppression has come upon
mankind because of the Devil and his de-
mons! The Bible tells us, for instance,
that Jesus Christ “went through the land
doing good and healing all those oppressed
by the Devil.” (Aects 10:38) Yes, the Devil
was the one mainly responsible for their
unhappy plight. So, too, dishonesty, cheat-
ing, deception, lying and terrible crimes of
violence have been perpetrated and wars
instigated throughout the earth because of
the Devil and demons! (John 8:44; Heb.
2:14) They are the ones principally re-
sponsible for wickedness on earth!
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Responsibility for Present Woes

The Bible foretold that there would be
a vast increase in every kind of crime in
our day. And the reason for this is shown
clearly by the Bible to be that Satan and
his demons have been cast right down to
the vicinity of the earth: “Woe for the
earth and for the sea, because the Devil
has come down to you, having great anger,
knowing he has a short period of time.”
—Rev. 12:12, '

Other prophecies concerning the time
in which we live, such as at Second Tim-
othy chapter 3, and Matthew chapter 24,
tell of the vast wickedness we now see
on every hand. This has come about be-
cause demon-inspired men have permitted
their minds to be led into the course of
wrongdoing. Knowing that they have ‘‘a
short period of time,” the great criminal
Satan and his demon hordes are viciously
trying to drag down with them as many
humans as they can overreach and caerce
into rebelling against God.

A principal means of doing this on a
mass scale is wicked governments that
have the power to hurt millions at a time.
In fact, the Holy Bible fittingly speaks of
human governments under the symbol of
injurious and destructive wild beasts.
(Dan. 8:1-8, 20-23) As noted in the thir-
teenth chapter of Revelation, Satan him-
self has been the one who has empowered
these ruling authorities. He is the “god
of this system of things.” (2 Cor. 4:4)
He it is who has instigated their oppres-
sive rule, their horrible wars, and their
persecutions of God-fearing persons. He
has caused these governments to take to
themselves rights and powers that only
God can safely exercise. He has promoted
all the blasphemies against God that those
national sovereignties have uttered. Thus,
when we see nations at one another’s
throats today, it is not because God is
their ruler. It is because they are part
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of Satan’s organization.—Luke 4:5-8.

S0 the terrible woes of wickedness we
see at the present time are not from Al-
mighty God. They are mainly caused by
mankind’s great enemies, Satan the Devil
and his hordes of demon angels.

Influence over Man Not Unlimited

While the self-made Satan the Devil
induced Adam and Eve to join in his
wicked rebellion against God’s authority,
we must remember that he could not com-
pel them to do wrong. Adam and Eve were
not so weak and incompetent that they
were unable to resist, The Bible says:
“Oppose the Devil, and he will flee from
you.” Our first parents were completely
capable of telling this lving spirit creature
that they would not go along with him.
Centuries later the perfect man Jesus
proved that this could be done, for he said
to Satan: “Go away, Satan! For it is
written, ‘It is Jehovah your God you must
worship, and it is to him alone you must
render sacred service.’ ”—Jas. 4:7; Matt.
4:10.

Had Adam and Eve said to Satan what
Jesus did, the human family would not
find itself plagued with such wickedness
today. Hence, while Satan was the chief
culprit, responsible for the eventual death
of Adam and Eve, they were also respon-
sible, for they could have turned aside
his wrong suggestions, But they did not.
What they did caused all their offspring,
including us, to inherit imperfection, which
brought with it sickness and death.—Heb,
2:14.

Yes, Satan and his demons are the ones
principally responsible for past and pres-
ent wickedness. But the fact that all this
chaos has gone on for such a long time
causes thinking persons to wonder why.
Why has God permitted wickedness for
so long? Why has it gone on for nearly
6,000 years now?
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LMOST six

thousand
years of human
history have pro-
duced a long rec-
ord of suffering,
tears and death,
The sympathetic
mind cannot but
feel for  the tormented generations of the
past, as well as for our own.

Why has all this been permitted for so
long? God’s Word gives the definite and sat-
isfying answers. It tells us of the various
issues involved that needed setiling. It
shows us, too, that in God’s unsurpassed
wisdom he is following a course that will
work out for the greatest good to all
creation.

Are you sincerely interested In learn-
ing why God has permitied wickedness
for so long? Then appreciate that there
are a number of interrelated reasons, and
that only a full explanation truly satis-
fies. If your own reputation were at stake,
would you feel that others were fair if
they demanded an explanation but then
walked away almost as soon as you started
to talk? Of course not! So, then, let's con-
sider carefully what the Bible says about
why God has permitted w1ckedness for so
long—Prov. 18:13.

Not an Issue of Superior Force

When rebellion broke out in Eden, God
did not delay in taking action, The third
chapter of Genesis shows that God prompt-
ly called to account all who were involved
and passed sentence on them in harmony
with his righteous law. (Gen. 3:8-19)
However, God did not immediately carry
out the death penalty against Adam and
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Eve, but, with a view to the future bless-
ing of their then-unborn offspring, allowed
them to produce children. (Gen. 22:18;
Gal. 3:8) How grateful we should be that
he did so!

In passing judgment on that rebel spirit
creature who had made a Devil out of him-
self by lying against God, Jehovah stated
in symbolic language his purpose for the
future. (Gen, 3:15) The Devil would not
be immediately destroyed but would be
allowed to exist for a time period that God
himself determined, in order to settle for
all time the issues that had bheen raised
there in Eden.

Had the issue been simply one of supe-
rior power, it could have been settled by
a fight to the finigh right then. But there
is no evidence that Satan challenged God's
strength. Rather, the account in Genesis
shows that it was a moral issue, He dis-
puted God’s truthfulness, and, as revealed
later in the Bible, he called into gquestion
the integrity of all God’s creatures toward
God’s universal sovereignty. (Gen. 3:1-5;
Job 1:7-12) The settling of such an issue
in a satisfying way would require time.

A Set Time

As we look back on the history of God's
dealings with mankind revealed in the Bi-
ble, it is clear that, though God did not
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in Eden tell those who were in rebellicn
against him how long he would tolerate
wickedness, he himself set a time limit.
Centuries later he indicated that to his
prophet Daniel in a message through one
of His holy angels. At that time, long be-
fore the start of our Common Era, he said
concerning the end of this wicked system:
“The end is yet for the time appointed.”
—Dan, 11:27.

Nearly six thousand years from Adam’s
rebellion until our day may seem like an
extremely long period of time when viewed
from the standpoint of humans who live
only about seventy years. But, remember,
it is God who set the time, so it is his
viewpoint that counts, Concerning his con-
cept of time, the Bible tells us at Psalm
90:4: “A thousand years are in your eyes
but as yesterday when it is past, and as
a watch during the night,” A year is a
long time to a child who has lived only
five years, butto a man who is sixty it is
comparatively short. Likewise, to God,
who lives for eternity, a thousand years is
like a day! From his standpoint, his tolera-
tion of wickedness has not yet lasted six
full days.

Certainly that has been no injustice to
us. It is because of God's long-suffering
that we have had opportunity to live at
all, because all of us are descendants of
Adam, And even under imperfect condi-
tions life is cherished; yes, even in sickness
we cling to it. But the fact that God did
not cut short his long-suffering at some
earlier time, but has allowed it to continue
until our day, affords opportunity for more
than a brief eXistence for us under imper-
fect conditions.

To help us appreciate this, the apostle
Peter wrote: “Jehovah is not slow respect-
ing his promise, as some people consider
slowness, but he is patient with you be-
cause he does not desire any to be de-
stroyed but desires all to attain to repen-
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tance. Furthermore, consider the patience
of our Lord as salvation.” (2 Pet. 3:9, 15)
So it becomes evident that God’s long-
suffering has worked for our blessing, not
our harm. Something else has been accom-
plished, too, and it is likewise for our bene-
fit.

Would the Way of Rebellion
Produce Good Resulfs?

During the past six thousand years the
Devil and men alienated from God have
had full opportunity to work out their
wicked schemes. By his course of action
Satan set himself up as a rival ruler, chal-
lenging God’s rulership. By inducing men
to serve him, he has become their ruler
and their god. For that reason he is called
in the Bible “the ruler of this world” and
“the god of this syskem of things.” (John
12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4) It is not just a few
particularly wicked persons who come un-
der his control; rather, the Bible says that
“the whole world is lying in the power of
the wicked one.” (1 John 5:19) Also, by
inducing other angels to follow his rebel-
lious course he became ‘“ruler of the de-
mons.”—Matt, 9:34.

Would this way of rebellion prove suc-
cessful? Would rulership that endeavored
to ignore God ever bring lasting benefits
to anyone? True, God could have wiped
out the rebellion at its start, but that
would not have satisfactorily settled mat-
ters. Therefore, God has permitied a full
measure of time for Satan to build up his
organization, and for men to arrive at
their peak of military might, material .
prosperity and scientific achievement, In

.this way God has enabled all intelligent

creation to see the consequences of re-
bellion, - '
What is the result? What has nearly six
thousand years of rule by the Devil and
men alienated from God shown? Has the
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course of rebellion against God brought
lasting happiness?

When the honest person ponders past
history and the present tragic state of af-
fairs in the world, he must realize how
devoid of genuine progress the record is.
All Kinds of government have been tried,
but still man lacks security and enduring
happiness. Can one speak of true progress
when the arrow has been replaced by the
atomie bomb, and when the world now
staggers on the brink of another global
war? What kind of progress is it when
men send rockets to the moon but cannot
live together in peace on earth? What
good is it for man to build homes equipped
with every convenience, only to have a
family torn apart by divorce and delin-
quency? Are riots in the streets, destruc-
tion of property and life, and widespread
lawlessness, something to be proud of? Not
at all! But they are the fruitage of rule
that endeavors to ighore God.

Surely God’s long permission of rebel-
lion and its resulting wickedness prove to
all reasonable men that satisfactory rule
of earth’s affairs is impossible apart from
God. The long time that has elapsed has
proved rebellious men and angels a dismal
failure, that Satan has no right to rule
anywhere, and that men surely were not
created with the ability to direct their af-
fairs apart from God. Now, with the rec-
ord of six thousand years of failure, never
can it be said that the Creator did not
allow sufficient time for rebels to experi-
ment, Never can anyone rightfully claim:
‘They did not get a chance.” Nor can any-
one say: ‘If only they had had more time.’
The allotted time has been ample to prove
their failure, The ‘wa¥y of rebellion has
proved to be an absolute disaster! But
God will not allow them to wreck this
earth. Instead, for the benefit of decent
people, he will “bring toe ruin those ruin-
ing the earth.”—Rev. 11:18.
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Legal Precedent Established

In thus allowing the Devil and rebel-
lious men time to carry their schemes to
their limit, God has taken a’long-range
view of matters. Should the situation ever

-arise at any future time that any free

moral agent abuses his freedom of choice
and calls into question God’s way of doing
things, would it be necessary for God to
grant him time to make good his theories
or charges? Would God allow wickedness
to exist again for thousands of additional
years? Absolutely not!

Having on this occasion allowed rebels
to continue for their allotted time of six
thousand years, God will have established
a legal precedent that ¢an be applied any-
where in the universe and throughout all
eternity. It will already have been amply
proved that nothing that is out of har-
mony with Jehovah God can prosper. God
will then be fully justified before all in-
telligent creatures in swiftly crushing any
rebel. “The wicked ones he will annihi-
Jate.”—Ps. 145:20; Rom. 3:4.

Satan Proved a Liar

In the days of the Oriental patriarch
Job, about the sixteenth century B.C.E.,
it was made unmistakably clear that man’s
integrity toward God was at issue, in ad-
dition to the matter of rulership. Jehovah
sald that there was no one like Job in
the earth, yet the Devil sneered: “Is it
for nothing that Job has feared God?
Have not you yourself put up a hedge
about him and about his house and about
everything that he has all around? The
work of his hands you have blessed, and
hig livestock itself has spread abroad in
the earth. But, for a change, thrust out
your hand, please, and touch everything
he has and see whether he will not curse
you to your very face.” (Job 1:6-12) Yes,
Satan challenged that he could turn all
men away from God, even the one of whom
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God would say “there is no one like him
in the earth.”

Already Satan had been trying to prove
his boast since Eden. Adam failed God,
but men of faith such as Abel, Enoch and
Noah proved faithful to God. They served
God out of love, not for material gain.
Job too declared: “Until I expire I shall
not take away my integrity.” (Job 27:5)
Yet Satan, his mind warped by proud
ambition, refused to slow down in his in-
sane course. When the perfect man Jesus
was on earth, Satan endeavored to bribe
him to commit just one act that would
be a breach of integrity to God. (Matt.
4:9-11) Even when slapped around by
soldier guards and then nailed to a stake
to die, Jesus held fast. The Devil used his
agents to put Jesus to death, but he could
not induce him to break his integrity to
God. (Phil. 2:8) His maintaining integrity
as a perfect human proved that Adam
could have done it too.

Satan has continued to bring pressure
on those who are followers of Christ.
(Luke 22:31) Clear on down to our day
he has ‘waged war' with those “who ob-
serve the commandments of God and have
the work of bearing witness to Jesus.”
{(Rev. 12:17) These have been joined by
“a great crowd, which no man was able
to number, out of all nations and tribes
and peoples and tongues,” who, though
living at a time of “great tribulation,”
give heartfelt thanks and praise to Jeho-
vah God and to his Scn, (Rev. 7:9, 10,
14) They appreciate the moral issue at
stake and even under the most adverse
circumstances are glad to have a part in
contributing to the overwhelming evidence
that God'’s way is right, that his creatures
endowed with free moral agency are able
to maintain integrity to him, and that they
do so out of love,
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God’s Name and Power Proclaimed
Because of his great love for mankind,
God will bring an end to wickedness. At
his set time, he will' end the rebellion of
man and the Devil. The display of power
he will unleash, and the good it will ac-
complish, will be the talk of ages to come!
On a universal scale it will happen as it
did in ancient Egypt when God told a
haughty ruler: “For this cause I have
kept you in existence, for the sake of
showing you my power angd in order to
have my name declared in all the earth.”
(Ex. 9:16) When God smashed the proud
Egyptians and all their military might,
the news of it spread far and wide. Years
later, a person living in distant Jericho
said: “We have heard how Jehovah dried-
up the waters of the Red Sea from be-
fore you when you came out of Egypt,
. . . Jehovah your God is God in the heav-
ens above and on the earth beneath.”

" —Josh. 2:9-11.

Throughout the universe will that be
said when God crushes wickedness. For
all eternity men and angels will recount
what God did to rid the universe of wicked-
ness and how he brought blessings to all
who love and serve him. His name will
be proclaimed throughout heaven and
earth when he settles accoynts with Sa-
tan, his demons, and wicked people on
earth, Then “they will have to know that
(he ig] Jehovah.”"-—Ezek, 38:23.

Proved for all time will be the fact that
the way of rebellion against God does not
work for the good of anyone. Satan will
be proved to be the most monstrous liar
of all time, and no god to follow. A legal
precedent will have been estabiished once
and for all time for the benefit of meit
and angels.

But when will God thus act to wipe out
wickedness? How much longer will it be?
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LL honest-hearted men
and women every-

where keenly desire to
know when God will bring
an end to wickedness. How
much longer will it be?

The disciples of Jesus
Christ were keenly inter-
ested in this too. They
pointedly asked Jesus:
“Tell us, When will these
things be, and what will be
the sign of your’ presence
and of the conclusién of the
system of things?" Since
his second presence was to
be invisible, heavenly, Je-
sus gave them visible signs
that would combine to
mark the'period of the
“time of the end,” known
also as the “last days.” Per-
sons living when these
events occurred could know
that they were living in the “last days.”
—Matt. 24:3; Dan. 11:40; 2 Tim, 3:1.

However, what Jesus prophesied did not
occur in his day on earth, or even for hun-
dreds of years afterward, nor did the end
come, But Jesus realized that many cen~
turies would pass before he would come
again, this time in Kingdom power, and
bring an end to wickedness. During all this
time he knew that men would fight many
wars. That is why, before giving the vis-
ible evidences that would mark his second
presence, he explained: ‘“You are going
to hear of wars and reports of wars; see
that you are not terrified. For these things
must take place, but the end is not yet.”
Certainly such wars did occur during the
nineteen hundred years down to our day.
—Matt, 24:6.

“Time of the End” Beging
Next, Jesus began enumerating the
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world-shaking events that
would mark his invisible
second presence and the
fact that mankind had en-
tered the “time of the end.”
Have we in this generation
seen what Jesus said to
look for? Yes, we have!

First, Jesus said: “Na-

tion will rise against nation
and kingdom against King-
dom.” Has this prophecy
seen fulfillment? By all
means! In our generation
the world has been involved
in a war that saw the mo-
bilizing of entire nations
~and kingdoms in such a
way that it stood out as
different from any preced-
ing war, In recognition of
the fact that the war of
1914-1918 was different
from any previous one in
human history, histerians called it The
Great War or The World War. It was the
first war of its kind in history.-—Matt,
24:7, 8.

Indicating the tremendous change that
the first world war made in human his-
tory, the New York Times Magazine of
August 1, 1954, said: “The first war , ..
closed a long era of general peace and be-
gan a new age of violence in which the
second war is simply an episode. Since
1914 the world has had a new character
. + . Thus the first World War marks a
turning point in modern history.” This
generation alone has experienced the ful-
fillment of this part of the sign Jesus gave,

Jesus included other 'features to look
for, too, saying: “There will be great

. earthquakes, and in one place after anoth-

er pestilences and food shortages.” (Luke
21:11) How true has this description of
events been since 1914! What an increase
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we have experienced in these calamities!

Major earthquakes have become reg-
ular occurrences. On March 6, 1960, the
New York Times reported: “Ten or more
major earthguakes shake the earth every
year. The smallest of them releases about
a thousand times more energy than an
atomic bomb of the type that destroyed
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.” Peru, Morocco,
Algeria, Japan, Chile, Iran, Colombia,
Libya, Yugoslavia, India, Alaska and nu-
merous other places have suffered severe-
ly from earthquakes in just the past few
years.

And what about pestilences? Following
World War I the Spanish influenza alone
took about 20,000,000 lives. And of food
shortages a report in Look magazine of
June 11, 1948, observed: “A fourth of
the world is starving today. Tomorrow
will even be worse. Famine over most of
the world now is more terrible than most
of us can imagine. ., . There are now more
people hunting desperately for food than
at any other time in history.” And, be-
cause of the population explosion that has
taken place since 1946, the Director Gen-
eral of the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization reported in 1964
that half of the world's population was
then suffering from hunger or malnutri-
tion. Since then the situation "has not
improved.

All the other features of the sign Jesus
gave have also found fulfillment since
1914, For a certainty then, 1914 marked
the beginning of the last days! This be-
ginning coincided with Satan’s ouster from
heaven by the enthroned King Jesus
Christ. Speaking of this unparalleled time
of distress, the Bible says: “Woe for the
earth and for the sea, because the Devil
has come down to you, having great anger,
knowing he has a short period of time.”
—Revy. 12:12,

We are in this “short period” of woe
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right now! Satan, knowing his time is
limited, turns his fury upon all. In every .
field of endeavor he influences leaders
and common man alike to acts of selfish-
ness and violence, and all the world is in
confusion, Anyone who reads a newspaper
or listens to the news can see the ful-
fillment of Bible prophecy in our day. Of
this time the Bible foretold: “In the last
days critical times hard to deal with will
be here. For men will be lovers of them-
selves, lovers of money, self-assuming,
haughty, blasphemers, discbediert to par-
ents, unthankful, disloyal, having no nat-
ural affection, not open to any agreement,
slanderers, without self-control, fierce,
without love of goodness, betrayers, head-
strong, puffed up with pride, lovers of
pleasures rather than lovers of God, hav-
ing a form of godly devotion but proving
false to its power; . . . wicked men and
impostors will advance from bad to worse,”
~-2 Tim. 3:1-13.

When? This Generation!

So it was to our generation that Jesus
referred when he added the key thought:
“This generation will by no means pass
away unti] all these things occur.” (Matt.
24:34) The generation that saw the be-
ginning of woes in 1914 would also see
the end of Satan and his entire wicked
system of things, Some who were alive
then would still be alive when “the end”
comes.

It is to be carefully noted that the
youngest of those who saw with under-
standing the developing sign of the end
of this system of things from its start in
1914 are now well over sixty years of age!
In fact, the greater part of the adult gen-
eration that experienced the start of the
“last days” has already passed away in
death. The generation to which they be-
longed is now well along toward its com-
plete passing away,
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The time left, then, is definitely limited,
and it is very short. Note, too, that Jesus
pointedly said “this generation will by
no means pass away until all these things
occur.” So we should not look for the
passing away of all members of that gen-
eration, The end of this wicked system
of things will come before all members
could pass away.

“Times of the Nationg”

Bible chronology also verifies that the
“last days” began in 1914. One prophecy
based on chronology has to do with what
Jesus mentioned when he stated that “Je-
rusalem will be trampled on by the na-
tions, until the appointed tinmhes of the
natjions are fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24) What
Jesus referred to was a definite period
of time when God would have no repre-
sentative government in the earth. The
last such was ancient Israel, with its capi~
tal in Jerusalem.

In the year 607 B.C.E. Jerusalem was
trampled on by the Babylonians. Daniel
4:16 notes that “seven times” would pass.
At the end of those “times” God would
set up his heavenly government, his King-
dom, under Christ “in the midst of [his]
enemies,”—Ps. 110:2,

Those ‘“‘seven times,” according to the
Bible timetable, would be a period of 2,520
years, beginning its count from 607 B.C.E.
This reckoning of time brings us to the
year 1914.* And that is no accident! It
harmonizes completely with the visible
sign Jesus gave, which we have seen ful-
filled since 1914,

6,000 Years Completed in 1975

There is another chronological indica-
tion that we are rapidly nearing the clos-
ing time for this wicked system of things.
It is the fact that shortly, according to
reliable Bible chronology, 6,000 years of

_w For details, see “Your Wil Be Done ox Barih,”
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, pages 94-103.
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human history will come to an end.

The Bible shows that when God began
to shape the earth for human habitation,
he worked for six “days,” or time periods.
From the indications in God's Word, each
wag. apparently 7,000 years in length.
Then, Genesis 2:2 states, Jehovah “pro-
ceeded to rest on the seventh day from
all his work that he had made.” This
seventh day, God’s resf day, has pro-
gressed nearly 6,000 years, and there is
still the 1,000-year reign of Christ to go
before its end. (Rev. 20:3, 7) This seventh
1,000-year period of human existence
could well be likened to a great sabbath
day, pictured by the sabbath day God
commanded ancient Israel to keep after
working for six days. (Ex. 20:8-10; 2 Pet.
3:8) After six thousand years of toil and
bondage to sin, sickness, death and Sa-
tan, mankind is due to enjoy z rest and
is in dire need of a rest. {Heb, 4:1-11)
Hence, the fact that we are nearing the
end of the first 6,000 years of man’s exis-
tence is of great significance.

Does God's rest day parallel the time
man has been on earth since his creation?
Apparently so. From the most reliable
investigations of Bible chronology, har-
monizing with many accepted dates of
gsecular history, we find that Adam was
created in the autumn of the year
4026 B.C.E. Sometime in that same year
Eve could well have been created, directly
after which God's rest day commenced.
In what year, then, would the first 6,000
years of man's existence and also the first
6,000 years of God’'s rest day come to an
end? The year 1975.* This is worthy of no-
tice, particularly in view of the fact that
the “last days™ began in 1914, and that the
physical facts of our day in fulfillment of
prophecy mark this as the last generation
of this wicked world. So we can expect

* Sea the book Life Everlpsting—in Freedom of the
8ong of God, Waich Tower Blbie and 'Tract Soclety,
pages 28-35,
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the immediate future to be filled with
thrilling events for those who rest their
faith in Ged and his promises. It means
that within relatively few years we will
witness the fulfillment of the remaining
prophecies that have to do with the “time
of the end.”

Which prophecies are yet to be fulfilled?
According to the Bible book of Daniel, the
“king of the ngrth"”

Of course, as to the precise day and
hour of the end, Jesus noted that knowl-
edge of this was in the province of his
heavenly Father alone. (Matt. 24:36) But
when a brief period of years at the most
separates us from the great windup of
this old system, the vital thing is to stay
spiritually awake.—Luke 21:34-36.

So how much longer will it be? The
answer is: ‘Not long,

(the ruling factors of
totalitarianism, par-
ticularly world com-
munism) and the
“king of the south”

with Violence?
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¢ What Remedy for a World Torn

® The Battle Against Mind-twisting L&D,
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® Earth’s Giant Seesaw—the Monsooh,

for the end of wick-
edness is near.’ Not
much longer will Je-
hovah God tolerate
the wicked system of
things that has con-

(the ruling factors of
democracy, particu-
larly the Anglo-American combine) are to
climax their struggle for world domination,
resulting in considerable agitation and
substantial less, particularly for the “king
of the south.” (Dan, 11:40-43) The Bible
also foretells that God’s servants will be
the focus of a final all-out attack by Sa-
tan and his entire organization of demons
and earthlings, (Ezek. 38:1-16) Addition-
ally, that great empire of false religion,
called in the Bible “Babylon the great,”
is to experience God's adverse judgment

when it is ripped to pieces. (Rev, 18:2, 8)

After that the other elements of Satan's
system will go down in destruction, his
commercial and political systems, both of
which have contributed heavily toward
the suffering of mankind. Finally, Satan
and his demons will be abyssed.—Rev.
19:19-21; 16:16; 20:1-3.

End Near

What cataclysmic times are fast ap-
proaching! A climax in man’s history is
at the door! How vital, then, for each one
who loves life to take note of these evi-
dences of history that point to the near
end of this wicked system!
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tinually reproached
his name and often blamed him for its fail-
ures. Not much longer will he permit
false religious systems and godless poli-
ticians to deceive the people and run things
to suit their selfish inclinations, Not much
longer will the Almighty permit Satan
and his demons to stay active at the earth.

To escape the threshing that God will
inflict upon this wicked system of things
it is vital that we quickly heed his word
of warning given through the prophet
Zephaniah: “Seek righteousness, seek
meekness. Probably you may be concealed
in the day of Jehovah's anger.” (Zeph.
2:3) And as we do so let us put our trust
and confidence in our Great Creator, for
he is not merely the Thrower Down of
enemies. He is also the Builder Up of
those who look to him for direction.

In fact, he has from ancient times been
doing things on behalf of all those who
would eventually receive the gift of life
at his hands. He has been showing love
for us long before we could ever begin
to demonstrate love for him. Let us note
what he has been doing in our behalf
during the long period of wicked rule on
earth.

AWAKE!



- E rule of rebellious men
1 and demons has been
dragging the human family
steadily downward these
many centuries. On the
other hand, Jehovah
has been taking posi-
tive steps to uplift and
save mankind!

Our Creator has not
callously ignored the suf-
ferings of honest-hearted
persons. Rather, during all the
centuries of wickedness, he has
been making loving provisions to release
humans from the grip of sin and death.

The Ransom

As 2 result of his rebellion, Adam lost
the right to perfect,life and eventually
died. His descendants inherited sin and
death. But God has provided o way to
restore life to deserving oties of Adam’s
offspring, while at the same time uphold-
ing His own law.

How? By a ransom, by having a human
creature with the right to perfect life sur-
render it so that his right could be ap-
plied on behalf of others. This would pro-
ceed in harmony with a legal principle
that God himself later embodied in the
Mosaie law—‘life for life.” This would
provide relief, not for the willful sinner
Adam, but for his offspring, who, through
no choice of their own, suffered the ef-
fects of his wrong.—Deut. 19:21, Reb.
Stan. Ver. _

But ig this not an awkward, roundabout
way of going about it? Could not God
merely have decreed to free Adam’s off-
spring from the effects of Adam’s sin?
No, not without going contrary to his own
laws. And nothing causes greater disre-
spect for law and contributes more to a
breakdown of law observance than for
high officials to sidestep the lIaw. The high-
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er the official, the greater the
damage, So the highest offi-
cial, Jehovah, set-the exam-
ple for all creation by
upholding his law. By
providing a ransom,
God acknowledges the
claims of his own jus-
tice in sentencing Ad-
am fo death, and the
laws of inheritance by
which we inherit sin as

Adam’s offspring. At the
same time he makes provigion
for relieving deserving ones,

Since the life that Adam lost was a
perfect one, only a perfect human could
provide the ransom. But no natural off-
spring of Adam could do so, for all were
born imperfect.—Ps. -49:7,

Shortly after man’s rebellion, God be-
gan giving clues regarding the one he
would use to free mankind from sin and
death. Through the inspired prophets he
revealed much information about this
coming Ransomer. Then, nineteen cen-
turies ago, God transferred the life of
hig only-begotten spirit Son to the womb
of a Jewish virgin. God’s Son was thus
born without Adam's imperfection,

When he reached -maturity, this Son
of God, Jegus Chrigt, maintained infegrity
to his Father under the severest test that
Satan could bring upon him, death upon
a torture stake. He willingly laid down his
right to the perfect human life he had as
one who kept all of God’s laws. Jesus could
then offer the value of that life to God to
redeem what Adam lost—life, perfect hu-
man life. Jegus thus “gave himself a cor-
responding ransom for all.”-—1 Tim. 2:6,

What a wonderful thing God has done
for man! He offered his dearest creation
so that humans could receive everlasting
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life! As the Bible puts it: “God loved the
world so much that he gave his only-
begotten Son, in order that everyone exer-
cising faith in him might not be destroyed
but have everlasting life.”—John 3:186.

The Kingdom

In addition to providing a ransom, God
has been making preparations for a heav-
enly government that will carry out his
purpose to make earth a paradise home
for righteous people. Knowing that man
was not made to govern independently
from him, God began developing this gov-
ernment to administer man’s affairs in
righteousness.

Jehovah inspired the recording of many
prophecies about the ruler of that govern-
ment, and what he would accomplish.
When Jesus Christ came to earth he ful-
filled all the many prophecies about that
king-to-be. Hence, he proved to be, not on-
ly the Ransomer, but also the future ruler
in the heavenly government over man-
kind. And what ruler ever accomplished
in a lifetime as much good as Jesus did
in his brief ministry? He even healed the
sick and raised the dead. No wonder God-
fearing persons cotild look forward to his
heavenly rule over mankind!

A Kkingdom, or government, also has
administrators. Will any others share with
Jesus in ruling over earth? Yes. The eve-
ning before his death Jesus promised his
close earthly associates: ‘I am coming
again and will receive you home to my-
self.” Those who join Jesus in heaven be-
come with him “a kingdom and priests
to our God, and they will rule as kings
over the earth.” Together with Jesus, this
limited number make up the heavenly
government that will bring eternal bless-
ings to humankind.—John 14:2, 3; Rev.
5:10; 14:1-3; 20:6.

S0 down through the ages, Jehovah God
has laid all the necessary groundwork for
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the everlasting happiness of the human
family. And now, in our day, hé has taken
a direct hand in earth's affairs!

Kingdom Established in Heqven

All the evidence in fulfillment of Bible
prophecy indicates that God's heavenly
kingdom under Christ began to rule in
1914, coinciding with the beginning of
the “time of the end.” The first act of
the Kingdom was to cast Satan and his
demons out of heaven down to the vicinity
of the earth.—Ps, 110:1, 2; Rev. 12:7-12.

Since that time God has caused to be
carried out a worldwide preaching work
in fulfilment of the prophecy at Matthew
24:14. As a result, many thousands of
persons from all nations are being liber-
ated from bondage to Satan’s organiza-
tion, particularly the false religious part.

These persons acknowledge themselves
loyal subjects of the heavenly kingdormn
and are demonstrating the effectiveness
of that government. Under its direction
they have learned to become law-abiding,
moral and upright, persons of integrity.
They no longer war against one another.
The rioting, hatred, crime and hypocrisy
that disrupt this world have ceased to be
problems within the ranks of the mare
than one million witnesses of Jehovah,
subjects of God's now-ruling heavenly
government.—Isa, 2:4,

The United Nations, with its more than
a hundred member nations, has not been
able to accomplish what God's kingdom
has accomplished among its subjects in
nearly two hundred lands today! Why is
this so? Because, “untess Jehovah himself
builds the house, it is to no avail that iis
builders have worked hard on it.”"—Ps.
127:1.

Yes, God's government is the only right
way, and it is working marvelously now!
But what God has done so far is only the
beginning, Much more will come shortly!

AWAEKER!
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OW different will be the future, when
God brings an end to wickedness! In-
stead of sorrow, sickness and death, there
will be happiness, vibrant health and ever-
lasting life! The nightmare of the past
will be gone forever, The joy at that time
will far outweigh all the agony man has
ever experienced. All this God will do for
man in paradise, As Psalm 145:16 says:
“You are opening your hand and satis-
fying the desire of every living thing.”
Could anyone else make such a promise
and then keep it? Be assured that when
God promises such things he fulfills them
for a certainty. Without fail, earth will
be transformed into a paradise of pleasure
for man’s eternal delight!'—Isa. 55:11.

The Wicked Removed

All this will be made possible by the
removal of the wicked at the end of this
system of things, No more will there be
murder, rape and robbery, or any other
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crime. Think of it! No more
wickedness! No more will righ-
teously disposed persons have to
suffer at the hands of wicked
ones. As Proverbs 10:30 prom-
ises: “As for the righteous one,
to time indefinite he will not be
caused to stagger; but as for the
wicked ones, they will not keep
residing on the earth.”

With wicked humans and
wicked demons gone, righteous-
ness will prevail earth-wide. Un-
der the benevolent administra-
tion of God’s kingdom, earth’s
inhabitants will no more learn
what is bad. On the contrary,
“righteousness is what the in-
habitants of the productive land
will certainly learn.”-—Isa. 26:9;
Acts 17:31,

Not only will those promoting
wickedness be removed but there will also
be a rolling back of all the accompanying
effects and the resultant evils of the origi-
nal rebellion and its introduction of wick-
edness. '

Health Restored

Yes, God will also eliminate the great
unthappiness brought to humans by poor
health. How many lives have been taken

by cancer, heart trouble and other dis-

eases! Thousands, yes, millions of others
have suffered by being crippled, blind or
deaf. Even if you enjoy a measure of
health, the distressing reality in this sys-
tem is that as you grow old, your eyes
dim, your teeth decay, your hearing dulls,
your skin wrinkles, your internal organs
break down, until finally death claims
another victim.

However, these distressing things that
we inherited from our first parents will
soon be a thing of the past! How can we
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be sure? Do you remember what Jesus
Christ demonstrated regarding health
while he was on earth? The Bible relates:
“Great crowds approached him, havihg
along with them people that were lame,

maimed, blind, dumb, and many other- "’

wise, and they fairly threw them at his
feet, and he cured them; so that the crowd
felt amazement as they saw the dumb
speaking and the lame walking and the
blind seeing.”’—Matt. 15:30, 31.

Imagine the overwhelming happiness
that will come in God’s new order as all
human ills are eliminated, not just in one
small area, but earth-wide! The Creator’s
promise is: “No resident will say:- 1 am
sick.’ ”” “At that time the eyes of the blind
ones will be opened, and the very ears
of the deaf ones will he unstopped. At
that time the lame one will climb up just
as a stag does, and the tongue of the
speechless one will cry out in gladness.”
—Isa. 33:24; 35:5, 6.

Will it not be thrilling to wake up each
morning to a new day and realize that
you are healthier than you were the day
before? And will it not be gratifying for
elderly persons to know that they will be
more youthful as each twenty-four-hour
period passes, until they gradually reach
the perfection of body and mind that
Adam and Eve originally enjoyed?

Persons who enjoy that kind of health
and happiness will not want to die, for
life then will be a real blessing. And they
will not have to die! Why not? Because
even death will be done away with, since
mankind will no longer be in the grip of
inherited sin. Jesus Christ “must rule as
king until God has put all enemies undex
his feet. As the last enemy, death is to
be brought to nothing,” We also read: “He
will actually swallow up death forever.”
Thus will God’s promises concerning ever-
lasting life be realized, for we are told:
“The gift God gives is everlasting life by
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Christ Jesus our Lord.”—1 Cor. 15:25,
26; Isa. 25:8; Rom, 6:23.

Summing up the benefits that will flow
to the human family in paradise, the last
book of the Bible says: “And [God] witl
wipe out every tear from their eyes, and
death will be no more, neither willt mourn-
ing nor outery nor pain be any mote. The
former things have passed away."l-Rev.
21:3, 4,

Bringing Back Dead Ones

But what of all those who are in the
graves? What of your dear ones who have
already died, such as a mother or father,
perhaps even a young child?

Keep in mind that, while on earth, Je-
sus not only cured the sick and maimed,
but also brought back dead persons from
the sleep of death to demonstrate the
wonderful power of resurrection God had
given him, Perhaps you recall the oeca-
sion when Jesus came to the house of a
man whose twelve-year-old daughter had
died. Addressing himself to the dead girl,
Jesus declared: “Maiden, 1 say to you,
Get up!?’ What was the result? The Bible
tells us; “And immediately the maiden
rose and began walking.”” How did the
people that saw this marvelous miracle
react? “At once they were beside them-
selves with great ecstasy.” They were
overjoyed. Their happiness could hardly
be contained!—Mark 5:41, 42.

In paradise Jesus will use this God-

given power to raise the dead, because

“there iz going to be a resurrection of
hoth the rightecus and the unrighteous.”
{Acts 24:15) How great will he the joy
earth-wide when group after group of dead
persons comes back to join their loved
ones! No longer will there be obituary
columns to bring sadness. Instead, there
may well be just the opposite: announce-
ments of newly resurrected ones to bring
joy to those who have loved them,

AWARKRE!



Perfect Peace

Peace in all areas of life will be realized.
Wars will be a thing of the past, for di-
visive national' interests will disappear.
“They will not lift up sword, nation
against hation, neither will they learn
war any more.” (Mic. 4:3) This may
sound astonishing in view of the growing
international crisis today, but note the
Bible's promise: “Come, you people, be-
hold the activities of Jehovah, how he
has set astonishing events on the earth.
He is making wars to cease to the ex-
tremity of the earth. The bow he breaks
apart and does cut the spear in pieces;
the wagons he burns in the fire.”"—Ps.
46:8, 9.

- Peace will also be restored between man
and beast. In this regard God declares:
“For them I shall certainly conclude a
covenant in that day in connection with
the wild beast of the field and with the
flying creature of the heavens and the
creeping thing of the ground, and . . .
I will make them lie down in security.”
—Hos, 2:18.

Just how great the restored peace be-
tween man and beast wiil be can be noted
in this prophecy: *“The wolf will actually
reside for a while with the male lamb, and
‘with the kid the leopard itself will lie
down, and the calf and the maned young
lion and the well-fed animal all together;
and a mere little boy will be leader over
them.” Never again will these animals be
a threat to man, as “even the lion will
eat straw just like the bull”-—Isa. 11:6-9,

Earth Trdnsformed

And what of the earth itself? It will be

transformed into a luxuriant paradise.
That is why Jesus could promise the evil-
doer that was executed with him: “You
will be with me in Paradise.”—Luke 23:43.

Under the direction of God’s kingdom,
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earth will produce plenty of good things to
eat, so that hunger will never again stalk
millions. “There will come to be plenty
of grain on the earth; on the top of the
mountains there will be an overflow.” “The
earth itself will certainly give its produce;
God, our God, will bless us.” ‘“The tree
of the field must give its fruitage, and
the land itself will give its yield, and they
will actually prove to be on their soil in
security.”-—Ps. 72:16; 67:6; Ezek. 34:27.

No more will there be slums or over-
crowded dwellings. Never again will people
live in fear because their neighborhood
is overrun with crime and rioting. “They
will certainly build houses and have oc-
cupancy; and they will certainly plant
vineyards and eat their fruitage. They will
not build and someone else have oceu-
pancy; they will not plant and someone
else do the eating.” “They will actually
sit, each one under his vine and under his
fig tree, and there will be no one making
them tremble.”—Isa, 65:21, 22; Mic. 4:4,

All these things, and more, God will do
for man in paradise. It is why the Bible
can say: “The meek ones themselves will
possess the earth, and they will indeed
find their exquisite delight in the abun-
dance of peace, . .. The righteous them-
selves will' possess the earth, and they
will reside forever upon it.”—-Ps. 37:11,
29. _

That is how God will more than com-
pensate for the wickedness people have
suffered during their lifetime, particular-
Iy the innocent. Throughout eternity God
will shower down blessings on mankind,
so that any hurt they have received in
the past will fade to a dim memory, if
they remember it at all—Isa. 65:17.

Surely you want to live in that marvel-
ous earthly paradise. But to live at that
time and enjoy all those benefits, what
must you do now?
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RE you appraciative when someone

gives you something of great value?
Do you not try in some way to express
that appreciation? Undoubtedly you deo,
for it is a natural response,

Really, when ynu stop to consider it,
has anyone given us more than our lov-
ing Creator? Think of it! “God sent forth
his only-begotten Son into the world that
we might gain life through him.” And
what glorious prospects that has provided
—an etfernity of happiness in an earth-
wide paradise! Truly, we have every rea-
son to show God cur appreciation, both
in words and in dzeds.--7 John 4:9.

But how? Whai can we give God in
return for his geodness to us? As the
Creator of heaver and earth, he owns
everything, so therve is no material thing
we can give him, However, there is some-
thing we have that he will accept: our
devotion, our love, our obedience. As free
moral agents we can choose to give these
to whomever we wish.—Ps, 50:10-15,

Take God’s Side

In these “last days’ wyou have a grand
opportunity to show love for the God who
has made so many provisions for your
benefit, You can inake God’s heart glad
by upholding his side of the issue regard-
ing man's integrity. How? By being firm
in applying Bible principles in your home
and everywhere else, and doing it ven
when confronted with wicked deeds. By
proving yourself unwavering in your de-
votion to Jehovah God and to his kingdom,
rather than to the schemes of men for
running the world. God’s invitation is; “‘Be
wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice,
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that T may make a reply to him
that is taunting me.” Satan, Je-
hovah’s chief adversary, is the
one taunting him. His endeavor
is to break down the integrity of
anyone who worships Jehovah,
By wvour faithful course, share
in proving that Satan is a liar and that
God is true.—Prov. 27:11.

When Satarn tried to turn that ancient
man of faith Job away from God, deluging
him with trouoies, how did he react? We
read: “In all this Job did not sin with his
lips.” What a delight to see a man like
that! Such a resister of the Devil brings
pleasure to God's heart.—Job 2:10.

You can ke like him, And if you are,
what can you expect from God? Note
what happened in Job’s case after the
matter of his intecrity was settled: “As
for Jehovah, he hlessed the end of Job
afterward m-re than his beginning.” That
can be your happy lot, too, if you choose
to serve God and uphold his righteoushess.
—Job 42:12,

Take In Knovledge

In order to uphold God’s side of mat-
ters and make his heart glad, you must
first learn what he wants you to do. You
cannot obey God if you do not know his
requiremePks. Where will you get the
knowledge to obey God and resist Satan
and his wicked crowd? The answer is:
“By keeping on guard according to [God’s]
word.” (Ps. 119:9) Yes, it is God’s Word,
the Holy Bible, that provides the knowl-
edge you need of his purposes and re-
quirements.

However, having a Bible in your home,
and taking in the knowledge it contains,
are two different things, If you do not
gain an accurate understanding of it and
apply it, it will not affect your life for
good. It is like having the most delicious
and nutriticus food in your refrigerator.

AWAKE!



1f you never eat it, it will do you no good
whatsoever. In the same way, the Bible
must be used, digested, to equip you to
do the will of God,

True, study of the Bible requires time
and effort. But so does anything worth
while in life. And could there be anything
more worth while than working toward
everlasting life? Is there anything greater
than doing the will of God and making
his heart glad? '

But do you find the Bible difficult to
understand by yourself? Do not think it
strange. God knows that assistance is re-
quired to understand the deeper things
of his Word. The Bible itself tells us about
a high court official who had difficulty
understanding God’s Word. A servant of
God, Philip, noted him reading aloud from
the Scriptures and asked him: “Do you
actually know what you are reading?”
The official answered: “Really, how could
I ever do =0, unless someone guided me?"
He did not think it benheath his dignity
to ask for help. You, too, will want to

have his mentsl attitude.—-—Aqts 8:30, 31.

Ask for assistance in learning the truths
contained in the Bible. Ask Jehovah's wit-
nesses to study the Bible with you free
of charge. They will consider it a privilege.

Disassociate from Wicked System
Another thing you should do now to
show your appreciation for God's loving
provisions is to disassociate yourself from
this wicked system of things. God’s Word
warhs: ‘Do you not know that the friend-
ship with the world is enmity with God?
Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend
of the world is constituting himself an
enemy of God.” One way to avoid being
a friend of the world is to “abstain from
every form of wickedness.” When con-
fronted with wrongdeing, say as did the
man of God who wrote: “Get away from
me, you evildoers, that I may observe the
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commandments of my God.’—-Jas. 4:4;
1 Thess, 5:22; Ps. 119:115,

Disassociating yourself from this wicked
system also means abandoning the false
religions that are part of this world. The
Bible sharply warns: “Get out of her [the
world empire of false religion], my peo-
ple, if .you do not want to share with her
in her sing, and if you do not want to re-
ceive part of her plagues.” Hence, you
‘must analyze your religion to see if what
it teaches and practices is in harmony
with God's requirements. “Make sure of
all things,” the Bible urges. Do not assttme
that your religion must he right, for the
Word of God clearly shows that most re.
ligions are wrong.—Rev. 18:4; 1 Thess.
5:21; Matt. 7:13, 14, 21-23,

Not only should you abandon false re-
ligion, but you will want to associate with
those who practice true religion, with
those who put Jehovah God first in their
lives and prove it by being hils witnesses.
This will work for your upbuilding and
protection, particularly as the end draws
near. It is “in the congregation of loyal
ones” that you will be able to do as Psalm
111:1 declares: *1 shall laud Jehovah with
all my heart in the intimate group of
upright ones and the assembly.”—Ps. 149:
1: Heb. 10:25,

Act Now!

This wicked system is fast approaching
its end. That is why it is urgent for you
to learn God’s will and then do it, for Je-
hovah “is guarding the souls of his loyal
ones; out of the hand of the wicked ones
he delivers them.”—Ps. 97:10.

Do not put off lining yourself up omr
God’s side. Act now, for his day for exe-
cuting the wicked is near. Do not let it
catch you unprepared! Instead, let your
attitude be like that of the psalmist when
he said: “Make me understand, that I
may keep living.”—Ps. 119:144.
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'; Why, Then, Does God
Permit Wickedness?\

L

T CANNOT be avoided. No matter

where you may look, wickedness exists,
and people are suffering and dying.
Throughout the ages thinking persons
have wondered why this is so. How did
wickedness get started? Why has God per-
mitted it to continue for so long? Will
he tolerate wickedress indefinitely? Or
will he end it soon? It is likely that you
have asked these very questions.

To understand how wickedness began,
it is vital to know how man was created.
He was not made a robot, without free-
dom of choice, but was given the grand
gift of free moral agency.—Josh, 24:15.

But was not the first man made per-
fect? Yes, at Deuteronomy 32:4 the Bible
states: “The works of God are perfect.”
(Catholic Douay Version} However, that
did not mean man knew everything or
could do evervthing, but he was perfect
in that he was without a defect in his
physical organism, For instance, man could
not live in outer space without oxygen,
or live underwater indefinitely without
special equipment. He was perfect, but
within the limits of mankind.—Gen. 1:31,

Just as man was created with the need
of oxygen to breathe, so he was also made
with the need of God’s guidance. He was
not made to govern independently of God.
Why not locate your own copy of the Bible
and turn in it to Jeremiah 10:23. If it is
the Authorized or King James Versiom,
you will notice there how a humble ser-
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vant of God expresses the need of God’s
direction: “O Lorp, I know that the way
of man is not in himself: it is not in man
that walketh to direct his steps.” Though
not created with the ability to govern suc-
cessfully without God’'s guidance, man was
a free moral agent and could choose to
ignore what God said and meditate on
wrong thoughts. That is what the first
human pair did, and, as a result, sin,
wickedness and death were introduced
into the world—Jas. 1:13-15; Gen. 2:17;
3:86.

Who was to blame for this? Certainly

not God. When humans choose to ignore
God’s laws and do wrong, they are re-
sponsible for the consequences., That is
why the Bible, at Deuteronomy 32:5 says:
“They have corrupted themselves, their
spot is not the spot of his children: they
are a perverse and crooked generation.”
{AV) Adam and Eve by their own wrong
choice brought sin and death upon them-
selves. And since all humankind were born
from their degenerating bodies, the sick-
ness and death we all experience were
inherited from them.—Job 14:4; Rom,
5:12,
. Man, however, is not alone in respon-
sibility for wickedness. Someone else is
even more to blame. He is the invisible
spirit creature who, in contradiction of
what God said would be the penalty for
disobedience, enticed Eve to disobey, say-
ing: “You positively will not die.”’—Gen.
3:1-4; Rev. 12:9,

But what caused this perfect spirit crea-
ture to rebel against God, and then in-
duce the first human pair to join in the
rebellion? As with man, it was due to
entertaining, continually, improper de-
sires. At James 1:14, 15 the Bible ex-
plains: “Each one is tried by being drawn
out and enticed by his own desire. Then
the desire, when it has become fertile,
gives birth to sin; in turn, sin, when it has
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been accomplished, brings forth death.”
The improper desires of this perfect. spirit
were, in time, translated into improper
actions, He came to be known as the Devil
and Satan.—John 8:44,

" Yet, why has God permitted Satan and
wickedness to continze for so long? For
several reasons. By his rebellion Satan
the Devil challenged God’s rulership and
.at the same time raised an issue as to
whether any humans would remain true
to their Creator-Ruler under test. Also,
who spoke the truth there in Eden as to
the result of disobedience? Was it God or
Satan? Furthermore, could rebellious crea-
tures attain to lasting blessings and hap-
piness while ignoring God’s rulership?
Time would be required to settle these
issues, and God allowed such time. So no
intelligent creatures could ever rightly ac-
cuse God of not giving the rebels oppor-
tunity to work out their own purposes.
And what has the record of nearly 6,000
years proved? It has proved God to be
right when he said: “There exists a way
that is upright before a man, but the ways
of death are the end of it afterward.”
—Prov. 16:25,

But how much longer will God tolerate
wickedness? Jesus' disciples also wanted
to know, and so they asked him about it.
In answer Jesus gave many visible evi-
dences that would mark the “time of the
end” of this wicked system. These includ-
ed worldwide war, famines, pestilences,
widespread earthquakes and an increase
of lawlessness. Are not these the things
that are reported oh almost daily in the
news? Yes, indeed; and historians report
that they are the characteristics of the
generation that began with the first world
war in 1914, But why sich an increase
of woe in our time? The Bible explains:
“Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and
of the sea! for the devil is come down unto
you, having great wrath, because he
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knoweth that he hath but a short time.”
—Matt, 24:7, 12, 34; Rev. 12:12, AV,

This means that very soon now all the
wicked will be destroyed by God! (Ps, 145:
20) After that, God’s heavenly govérn-
ment will shower down upon its earthly
subjects blessings beyond compare. Per-
fect health, boundless vigor and freedom
from the onslaughts of old age and death
will be realized. (Isa. 35:3, 6) Even dead
ones will be resurrected to enjoy these
blessings, (Acts 24:15) Perfect peace and
happiness will be enjoyed by all who live
in that restored paradise—Ps. 37:11, 29.

What should you do in view of the
wonderful things God will do in your be-
half? Why, show appreciation! How?
First, by learning about God and his re-
quirements, This means regularly study-
ing his Word. (John 17:3) Then separate
yourself from this wicked system that is
doomed to destruction, Find out whether
the religion you practice is really in har-
mony with God’s Word, for, to please
God, you must abandon any false religion
that is part of this wicked world. Do God’s
will, and in this way add your testimony
to the fact that Satan is a liar and is in-
capable of turning all men from serving
Jehovah.—Prov, 27:11,

Can you answer these questions? For answaers,
read the article above,

(1) What questions do people raise concerning
the permission of wickedness? {2) Was the first
man a robot or did God give him freedom of
choice? {3} In what sense was he perfect?
{4) How is man's need for God's guidance
expressed in the Bible? (5} Why is God not
to blame for the sin of our first parents, and
for oyr present imperfections? (6} Who is even
more to blame for wickedness than man?
{7} How was it possible for a perfect spirit
creature to become the Devil? (8) Why has
God permitted wickedness to continue for so
long? (9] Is the end of wickedness near?
{10) What blessings will God's kingdem bring
te mankind? (11) How can we show our ap-
preciation for what God has done for us?
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Era of Lawlessness
@ David Lawrence,
News & World Report for

in U8

Aupust 29, said editorially:
“Historians some day will
write that the United States in

the 19608 experienced an era .

of anarchy unparalleled in a
free country governcd origi-
nally by a written Constitution
and once dedicated to the
principle of law and order. We
are today on the verge of a
complete breakdown of our
governmental structure.” Fed-
eral and state governments,
he said, face severe financial
criges. He went on to say that
city governments appear to be
unable to protect human life;
they are plapued by street
demonstrations and criminal
violence. “Even clergyvmen,
who are supposed to preach
doctrines of human love and
conciliation, have joined the
mob,” he peinted out, What
does it mean? Jesus Christ
long ago foretold that this
“increasing of lawlessness”
would mark the last days of
this wicked system of things.
—Matt, 24:12,

Suicide Rise

@ Salgonese know that these
are critical times hard to deal
with, as the Christian apostle
Paul long ago foretold for our
day, at 2 Timothy 3:1. In Sai.
gon, South Vietnam, the rate
of sulcide and attempted sui-
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cide is almost 50 percent high-
er this year than last, it was
reported on August 27. “Many
of these are young people
whose psychology has been de-
formed, somehow, by the war,”
sajid Lieut. Col. Nguyen Van
Luan.

$180,000,000,000 for Arms

@ A published United Press
International report stated
that “the cost of the global
arms race has reached stag-
gering dimensions—more than
$130 billion a year. This is
more than the $125 hbillion
being spent annually in the
world on public health and
education.” The arms’ race
amounts to $40 for every man,
woman and child in the world.
Readiness for war seems to
have become the principal con-
cern of humankind. Two world
wars, the first of their kind
in human history, have al-
ready marked this generation.
Jesus foretold this for the
“conclusion of the system of
things”—Matt. 24:3, 7,

Earthquake Jolts Turkey

@ Eastern Turkey was struck
by a devastating earthquake
on August 20. The unofficial
death toll passed the 2,000
mark the next day. There were
estimates that the final toll
might top 5000, Hundreds of
villages were reduced to rub-
ble. “Great earthquakes” woere
a sign foretold for our day.

(Luke 21:11) In Turkey official
stat{stics put the quake toll
for’ the twentieth century so
far at more than 40,000 dead.
The world’s most catastrophic
earthquake of modern times
was In China in 1920, when
180,000 people died. Three
years later a quake razed
Tokyo, killing 143,000.

Food Shortage

& At the 1966 annual meeting
of the American Institute of
Biological Sciences, a group
of scientists agreed, on August
15, that man was multiplying
faster than the food supply
and that a catastrophe was in
sight. Dr. Harrison Brown of
California Institute of Tech-
nology stated that the world
population would he at least
4,300,000,000 by 1980, if no
major disaster strikes before
that time; but food produc-
tion is not keeping pace. The
Bible writer Luke Iong ago re-
corded under divine inspira-
tion that unprecedented “food
shortages” would be part of
the composite sign that, not
only is the present selfish
system on its way out, bhut
also “the kingdom of God is
near."--Luke 21:11, 31.

Dishonest Employees

4% Former president of the
Canadian Institute of Char-
tered Accountants, Derek Lu-
kin, said that there has bheen
an enormous increase in the
lasi few ycars in thievery
among trusted employvees., He
pointed out that apparently
honest and trustworthy em-
ployees have embezzled or de-
frauded $150,000,000 from Ca-
nadian husinesses. “Lovers of
mohaey,” ‘“disloyal”—that is
what the Bible, at 2 Timothy
3:1, 2, said would characterize
ungodly men in the “last days.”

“Devil in Us”

@ In a special report to the
New York Times, August 24, a
correspondent in southeast
Asia stated that “from the
terraced rice fields of Central
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Java to the exquisite island
of Ball, from the rubber plan-
tations of Sumatra to the fish-
ing villages of remote Timor,
the Indonesfan people are
troubled by the heritage of
violence bequeathed by the
staggering mass slaughter of
Communists,” which followed
the abortlve Communist-sup-
ported bid for greater power
in Jakarta last September 30.
It has been estimated that
400,000 were killed. “There s

a devil In us and when It gets.

loose, we can run amok en
masse,” one of Indonesia’s
most distinguished writers
said. Yes, the Bible agrees
that there is “a devil” in back
of the world’s violence. “Woe
for the earth and for the sea,
necause the Devil has come
down 1o you, having great
anger, knowing he has a short
period of time.” (Rev, 12:12)
And why? Because God’s king-
dom has been established in
the henvens and will soon put
out of action both the Devil

and persons who choose to
manifest his spirit.

‘There Wil Be Pestilencey’

#® The dreaded sleeping sick-
ness called encephalitis has
taken 384 lives so far this year
In Japan and 399 in South
Korea,

In South Vietnam a plague,
known as the Black Death
in the Middle Ages, Is
spreading throughout the
country. The spread of the
disease has been described as
"very, very serious.”

Heart disedase and cancer re-
main foremost among the kill-
ers in spite of medical re-
search, and venereal disease
has reached epidemic propor-
tions in many large cities. Yes,
pestilences, too, were foretold
as part of the “sign.”—Luke
21:11,

Preaching Though Persecuted

@ In nearly two hundred
jands around the earth Jeho-
vah's witnesses are preaching

the good news that God’s king-
dom has been established., For
this they are persecuted, as
Jesus foretold, (Matt. 24:9)
Recently Greece’s Orthodox
primate, Archbishop Chrysos-
tomos, said: “The Gresk Or-
thodox Church regards the
members of [Jehovah's wit-
nesses] as enemy No, 1." He
went on to say: “We have
repeatedly appealed to the
authoritles to intervene and
prosecuie or arrest those of
them who engage in prosely-
tism,” But they continue to
preach. In Greece today there
are 10662 of Jehoval's wit-
nesses active in preaching
ahout God's kingdom. World
wide there are over a million,
and they have been devoting
over 14000000 houra each
month to their preaching
work. As Jesus foretold for
these *last days,” this good
news of the Kingdom estab-
lished in the heavens is heing
preached in all the world for
a witness.—Matt. 24:14.

NEw. e o the book

Life Everlasting—in Freedom of the Sons of God

This valuable Bible handbook was released this
summer at the “God’s Sons of Liberty” District
Assemblies of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Its 416 pages
are full of counsel and instruction for everyday
living in harrnony with the will of God. The book
highlights man’s desire for freedom and sets out
clearly from God's Word the one way in which
freedom is certain for our generation. Send for
your copy how. Only 3/6 (for Australia, 50c;
for South Africa, 35c).

WATCH TOWER

Please send me the new book
encloging 3/6 {for Australia, 50c;

THE RIDGEWAY

for South Africa, 35:).

Btreet and Number

NAME ..o or Route and
t Postal
ggfvn ....................................................................................... District No.
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LONDON NW. 7

Life Everlasting—in Freedom of the Sons of God. I am
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WHY STUDY

THE BIBLE

The Bible itself says: “All Scripture
is inspired of God and beneficial for
teaching, for reproving, for setting
things straight, for disciplining in
righteousness, that the man of God
may be fully competent, completely
equipped for every good work.”
(2 Tim. 3:16, 17) But the Bible also
records the account of a man who
was reading the Bible himself and
who was asked if he understood what
he was reading. He answered: “Real-
ly, how could 1 ever do so, unless
someone guided me?” Then he en-
treated this one who approached him
to “sit down with him.” Read the ac-
count at Acts 8:26-39. 8o, Bible
knowledge is most valuable, but you
need help to acquire it. How, then,
ecan you study at home?

Jehovah's witnesses will be happy to
study the Bible with you free in your

‘'own home. Accepting this service
does not make you a member of any
aorganization, nor does it in any way
obligate you to become such. What
course you take when you learn what
the Bible says is for you to decide.
We will be glad to use your own Bi-
ble, or, if you do not have one, and
prefar, we will be glad to supply an
easy-to-read modern translation. The
one conducting the study does not do
all the talking; rather, he guides you
to information that will answer your
questions and encourages you to ex-
press yourself on it. This service in-
volves one hour each week at a time
" that is mutually convenient, We urge
yvou to study as a family, but our
service is provided for individuals as
well. And, remember, it is absohtely
free and without obligation.
Have you ever wanted to understand
the Bible better? Mail the coupon be-
low and have this desire fulfilled.

WATCH TOWER

THE RIDGEWAY

LONDON NW. 7

1 am intercsted in your free home Bible-study service, The best tlme for someone to call would

be on a

at
(day of week) (time of day)

Name ...
Post
Town

M.
. I understand thls does nol obligate me in any way.

Street and Number
of DBoute and Box

Pastal i
District No. ......e. COuUntY .....cooovvciemn e

Rd,, Strathfleld, N.8.W. CANADA: 150 Bridgeland Ave,, Toronto 18, Ont. SOUTH
landsfontein, Transvasl, UNITED STATES! 117 Adamns St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201
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In: AUSTRALIA: 11 Bereafotg
AFRICA: Private Bag 2, P.O,
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