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THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE 

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our times must 
be unfettered by censorship and selnsh interests. "Awake I" has no fetters. It recognizes 
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facls. It is not bound by political ties; it is unham· 
pered by traditionol creeds. T'his magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains inlegrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of "Awake!" is not narrow, but is international. "Awakel" has its 
own correspondents in scores of nalions. Its articles are read in many lands, in many 
languages, by millions of persons. 

In every issue "Awake!" presenls vital topics on which you should be informed. It 
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent passes in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which 
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious 1ssues alert you to matters of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical 
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. "Awakel" pro· 
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awakel" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, 10 comforting mourners and strengthening those, 
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish· 
menl of God's righteous new order in this generation. 

Get acquainted with "Awake!" Keep awake by reading "Awake!" 
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is already the hour for you to 
-!tornaft. 13:11 
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Beligion in tlle News 
Clergymen Recommend Violence 

The world has become filled with violence, and 
news reports show that religious leaders eontribute 
to ij' For example, the W orid Council of Churches 
eon erence that ~et for fifteen days in Switzer­
land this summer "put in a plug for violence in 
certain circumstances," reported Time magazine 
of August 5, 1966. 

At that conference a professor of ecumenics 
from Princeton Theological Seminary stated: 
"There may in fact be some situations in which 
only the threat or use of violence can set the 
process of change in motion." Then, as reported 
in U.S. New8 tf: World Report of August 1, the 
Council sent a letter to clergyman Dr. Martin 
Luther King in whieh it urged pmfessing Chris­
tians "to cast their lot with any form of suffering 
Rnd need, ll.inching no longer from antagonism and 
violence that comes." Other clergymen had al. 
ready taken a similar stand against the philoso­
phy of "nonviolence." 

It should wme as no snrprise that many clergy­
men now openly recommend violence. Did they 
not bless both sides in World Wars I and II, 
even though men of the same religion frequently 
butchered one another' All too often clergymen 
have condoned or excused violence instead of 
telling their followers that it ';a';; contrary to 
God's law. In this they reject the counsel of Jesus, 
who said: "Continue to love your enemies and 
to pray for those persecuting you; that you may 
prove yourselves sons of your Father who is in 
the heavens."-Matt. 5: 44,45. 

Part of the World 
Another couclusion drawn by the World Council 

of Churches at its conference was the following, 
as notet;l in Time: "In the perennial debate on 
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wh{'ther the stress of religion should be laid ou 
the individual and his spiritual needs or on the 
church working actively through society's insti­
tutions for the worldly betterment of man's con­
dition, the World Council has now t\rmly chosen 
the course of involvement. 'Participation in po­
litical life is a valid form of ministry,' said one 
of the couclusions." 

The same magazine states: .IThe growing in­
volvement of the churches in the secular world 
is the basic cause of this shift of theological 
sights, ... Iu this view, many groups aud in­
dividuals not associated with the churches, some 
of them even openly atheistic, are nevertheless 
struggling for the coming of the kingdom of God 
on earth." 

Bnt what does God's own Word the Bible say 
of such theology' Open it to the letter of James, 
chapter 4, verse 4, and you will read: "Do you 
not know that the friendship with the world is 
enmity with God' Whoever, therefore, wants to 
be a friend of the world is constituting himself 
an enemy of God." Why is this so, Because 
"the whole world is lying in the power of the 
wicked one."-l John 5:19. 

Is your church a member of the World Council 
of Churches' Do you think that God is pleased 
with those who belong to religious organizations 
that He declares to be His enemies' It is a matter 
for sober consideration, is it noif 

Clergy Views on God 
In the Augnst 6, 1966, issue of Madean'lJ, 

Canada's national magazine, an article entitled 
"Is Gnd Obsoletef" said: "On any given morn~ 
ing, including Sundays, clergymen may be heard 
advocating abortion reform, cold beer at picnics, 
respect for homosuual marriages, mass picketing 
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of strikers and an exodus of United Statl'S soldiers 
from Vit'tnam. They may also add the Bible eon­
tllins a certain proportion of bilge and that God 
does not keep an eye on the sparrfJw, mainly 
because God does not have eyes. Or ears." 

The arti!'le shows that more and more clergy­
men are abandoning the Bible as a basis for 
helief, as well as abandoning helief in a God of 
purpoRe. It noted various examples of this: "The 
highest-ranking cl{'rgyman in hill denomination 
calmly tells reporters that he doesn't believe in 
the Holy Ghost." Of another group of clergymen 
it stated: "They were united by a common dif­
ficulty in finding prayer useful ... or that God, 
as an interested, punishing presence, could be 
true at all." 

jlfa,clean'.~ quoted another "devout clergyman," 
"Rev." E. ,Yo Harrison of the Anglican Chureh, 
as ~aying in connt'ction with the word "God": 
"I find the word has no meaning in terms of 
where or who. It's a label I would like to see 
left on the shelf." And of the birth of Jesus 
from the virgin Mary he said: "It's completely 
unimportant. I don't,know whether it's a histori­
cal fact and I don't care .... I can't waste my 
time with it." Concerning the Bible's teaching of 
inherited sin, he stated: "Man is essentially good. 
The doctrine of original ~ill a~ reported lit me 
by thc theologians is offell~ive." 

When leaders of Christendom teach such things, 
is it any wonder that growing multifudes reject 
God and the Bible' But those who love what is 
right will note what the Bible states at Romans 
3: 3, 4: "If some did not express faith, will their 
lack of faith perhaps make the faithfulness of 
God without effeetf Never may that happen! But 
let God be found true, though every man be 
found a liar." 

Low Church Attendance 
The Catholic Standard and Times of Phila­

delphia, on July 29, reported the results of a 
recent Gallup Public Opinion Survey made for 
and publi~lll'd by The Catholic Digest. It stated: 
"It is a rather shocking experience to learn that 
only 67 per cent of our fellow Catholics rp/,,'11-
larly attend Sunday Mass [in the united Rtates]. 
... The ,Jesuit weekly America recently noted 
that there is growing evidence that the crisis of 
adoles(~ence among American Catholic youth has 
taken on a new dimension: significant numbers 
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of them are entertaining, and even exposing, serio 
ous doubts of faith, and that young people are 
not waiting until college age to admit reserva­
tions about doctrines and religious practices 
passed on to them by their elders. The maga?.ine 
cites a Je~uit high school for boy~, where a 
survey showed .that almost a quarter of the grad­
uating dass no longer considered themselves 
Catholics." 

According to the survey, churchgoing among 
Protestant denominations is even lower. The 
Catbolie publication says that only "30 per cent 
of Bapti~ts go to church every Sunday •.. 
Methodists hav~ 24 per ('{'nt ..• Lutherans have 
33 per cent ... PrCl>byterians have 32 per cent 
•.. 35 per cent of Episcopalians . • . Congre­
gationalists have 28 per cent." 

In lands outsidc thc United States the PH­
cpntage of churchgoers is often much lower. But 
what else could be expl.',cted when clergymen be· 
little God and the Bihle, when they recommend 
violence and meddle in worldly politics 1 Without 
a doubt, support for the traditional religions is 
declining. 

Shortage of Ministers 
The San Diego KVelling Tribune of ,July 30 

I'dates; "Clergymen across the nation are be­
ginning to worry. l\{any vacant pulpit~ seem to 
be more difficult to fill thi~ year. Many seminaries 
and theological schoo!8 have fewer enrollees this 
year. And San Diego clergympn are beginning' 
to worry, too. The Very Hev. John Baer, redor 
of the San Diego IWman Catholic Dioeese minor 
seminary, St. Franci~ College, said ll. decline in 
young men desiring to enter the priesthood hus 
been noticeable in the last four to five YICar!:!." 

The decline is no't hping arresteri. either. In 
fact, it is accelerating. This follow~ a pattern 
evident for some years throughout the entire 
world. 

However, it was to bt' upeeted. When religiouH 
I,raders run down the Bible, 'say that "God is 
dead," that prayer is a waste of time, that there 
is no Holy Spirit, and in many other ways be­
little the ,right worship of God, it ean hardly 
serve to stimulate young people to want are· 
ligious life. But all of this confirms Bihle proph­
ecy, which foretold that in these "last days" "the 
love [for God] of the greater number will cool 
off."-Matt. 24: 12. 
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"Happy are the peaceable," said Jesus Christ. How can you 

'J'HERE are many persons who are in-
1 terested -in peace. Thus in the pre­

amble to the United Nations charter ap­
pear the words: "We the peoples of the 
United Nations [are] detennined to save 
succeeding generations from the scourge 
of war ... and for these ends to practice 
tolerance and live together in peace with 
one another." 

Currently there is much agitation in the 
United States and in other lands for the 
ending of the war in Vietnam. For exam­
ple, there is the Japanese fisherman who, 
over the objections of his wife, spent $11,­
aDO of his hard-earned money to put a 
two-page advertisement of some 12,000 
words in the New York Times, May 23, 
1966, entitling it, "Plea for Peace in Viet­
nam." In fact, for months in this same 
newspaper there have been other large ad­
vertisements, many full-page in size, on 
the same subject, one being entitled, "Your 
Taxes Pay for War, Will You Pay for 
Peace'?" And another, "On Vietnam," 
which called on the United States govern­
ment to stop at once military action in 
Vietnam. 

Some appear to be interested in peace 
because of economic reasons; others are 
concerned with the question of survival of 
the human race; still others are concerned 
because of. the principles they believe are 
being violated by the Vietnam war. 

"Happy Are the Peaceable" 
All these efforts may cause some to call 

to mind the words of Jesus Christ's sev-
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enth felicity or beatitude: "Happy are the 
peaceable, since they will be called 'sons of 
God,' "-Matt. 5:9. 

It was most fitting that Jesus should 
direct one of his felicities toward the 
peaceable, for did not the angels sing at 
hls birth, "Upon earth peace among men 
of good will"? (Luke 2:14) And is not 
Jesus Christ in prophecy tenned the 
"Prince of Peace",? Besides, we read that 
"to the abundance of the princel~ rule and 
to peace there will be no end," and that 
his rule of peace will last as long as the 
moon.-Isa. 9:6, 7; Ps. 72:7. 

More than that, God himself is spoken 
of as the "Gpd of peace," as the "God who 
gives peace." In fact, he is the one that 
really, will make peace, for we read that 
"he is making wars to cease to the ex­
tremity of the earth. The [battle] bow he 
breaks apart and does cut the spear in 
pieces; the wagons [war chariots] he 
burns in the fire,"-Phil. 4:9; Rom. 15: 
33; Ps. 46:9. 

To be peaceable is indeed a fine quality 
and, let it be noted, being peaceable means 
more than being peaceful, being free from 
war or strife. To be peaceable means to 
have a positive mental attitude toward 
peace. It means being disposed toward, in­
clined toward peace, preferring peace, not 
disposed or ,inclined to fight or to war; 
avoiding things that might lead to war. 
That is also the meaning of the Greek 
word used by Matthew in his Gospel at 
chapter five, verse nine, for which reason 
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many translations read "peacemakers" 
rather than "peaceable." 

Not by Agitating for Political Peace 
In saying, "Happy are the peaceable," 

did Jesus mean for his followers to agi­
tate actively for peace between the politi­
cal nations, as so many professedly Chris­
tian ministers have done and are doing 
regarding Vietnam, and as so many others 
have done for secular reasons as can be 
seen from their advertisements? No, Jesus 
was not pronouncing happy or expressing 
his benediction and approval upon all 
efforts at peace. To agitate for peace be­
tween the political nations is not the work 
Jesus gave his followers. Why not? 

How could Jesus have meant for his 
followers to try to establish peace between 
the nations of the world when by both his 
words and his example he taught his fol­
lowers that they .were not to mix in the 
affairs of the world? When on trial before 
the Roman governor Pontius Pilate he 
said, among other things: "My kingdom 
is no part of this world." And shortly be­
fore that he had told his apostles: "You 
are no part of the world. but I have cho­
sen you out of the world."-John 18:36; 
15:19. 

Did Jesus' early followers involve them­
selves in the affairs of the world? No, they 
neither agitated for social reforms nor did 
they interest themselves in a peaceable 
settlement of the hot poli~ical issue of 
Rome versus Judaism. During their day 
the Jews became ever more impatient with 
the Roman yoke, and finally, in religious 
fanaticism. broke out in armed rebellion, 
as a result of which Rome took measures 
that all but wiped out the Jews as a peo­
ple. But the true follm.vel's of Jesus Christ 
did not get involved. 

Why not? Because they knew that their 
citizenship was in the heavens and that all 

6 

wars and injustices could be done away 
with only by means of the kingdom of God. 
At the same time, however, they believed 
in obeying the rulers of the land, "the 
superior authorities," except when obedi­
ence to them went contrary to God's ex­
pressed will.-Rom. 13:1; Acts 5:29. 

Yes, as true followers of Jesus Christ 
the early Christians appreciated that, as 
the Bible says, "the form of worship that 
is clean and undefiled from the standpoint 
of our God and Father is this: ... to keep 
oneself without spot from the world." That 
point is further emphasized in the scrip­
ture that says: "Do you not know that the 
friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Whoever, therefore, wants to be a 
friend of the world is constituting himself 
an enemy of God."-Jas. 1:27; 4:4. 

Christians clearly cannot be "peace­
makers" in the sense of always being for 
peace in every situation. Jehovah God 
never makes peace with the enemies of 
righteousness, even as Captain Jehu of old 
refused to consider peace with Jezebel and 
her apostate son who were worshipers of 
Baal. (2 Ki. 9:22) Thus Jehovah caused 
his prophet to ~vrite: "There is no peace 
... for the wicked ones."-lsa. 57:21. 

Peace does not come first, but righteous­
ness, and therefore we read, "The wisdom 
from above is finst of all chaste, then 
peaceable."-Jas.3:17. 

Christian Peaceableness 
Then what kind of peaceableness does 

meet with God's approval? First of all, it 
is the peaceableness tha.t endeavors to 
make peace with God himself. Jesus Christ 
was the chief peaceable one in this sense, 
for by means of his sacrifice he made it 
possible for all mankind, who had become 
God's enemies because of sin and wicked­
ness, to come into peaceful relations with 
Jehovah God, even as we read: "Indeed, 
you who were once alienated and enemies 

AWAKE! 



because your minds were on the works 
that were wicked, he now has again rec­
onciled by means of that one's fleshly body 
through his death." "For if, when we were 
enemies, we became reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more, 
now that we have become reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life."-CoI. 1:21, 22; 
Rom. 5:10. 

This is the kind of 'peacemaking' or 
peaceableness that Jesus recommended to 
his followers, even as the apOstle Paul fur­
ther shows: "We are therefore ambassa­
dors substituting for Christ, as though 
God were making entreaty through us. As 
substitutes for Christ we beg: 'Become 
reconciled to God.' .. In other words, 'come 
to be at peace with God.'-2 Cor. 5:20. 

Secondly, Christians are under obliga­
tion to be peaceable toward all their Chris­
tian brothers, to live at peace with them. 
There should never be any strife or fric­
tion because of misunderstanding or be­
cause of selfishness among dedicated 
Christian ministers. If a .Christian knows 

Thomas A. Edison, the "incandescent genius," 
was reported many times to be an atheist. 
Charles Edison, former governor of New Jersey 
and son of the great inventor, has this to say 
of his father's religious convictions: "From 
my own knowledge I know that he belleved in 
a Supreme Intelligence, as he told me this 
many times." Melvin J. Weig,_ superintendent 
of the EdIson National Historic Site, after 
going over the material in the archives at 
the Site in search of information pertaining to 
the religious beliefs of Edison, writes: "We 
have a signed statement which says, 'The AI· 
mIghty knew His business when he apportioned 
milk. He is the best chemist we have.' A long 
quote from Mr. Edison's diary Includes this, 
'What a wonderfully small idea mankind has 
ot the Almighty. M:y "imp-ressiun \s that he has. 
made unchangeable laws to govern this and 
billions of other worlds.' " In the book Thomas 
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that he has offended a fellow Christian or 
that a fellow Christian haS offended him, 
in harmony with Bible principles he should 
go to such a one and get matters straight­
ened out.-Matt. 5:23, 24; 18:15-17. 

Thirdly, Christians are to be peaceable 
in their relations with those on the out­
side, as far as possible, as far as they are 
able to do something about it. Others may 
make it difficult, out, "i.f })<}ssih1&, as {'Q1' 

as it depends upon you, be peaceable with 
all men."-Rom. 12:18. 

AU who show themselves peaceable in 
these respects are truly happy, for they 
are saved much trouble, grief and irrita­
tion. And while not all such are now called 
"sons of God" in its special sense, which 
blessing, the Bible shows, is for those who 
will be joint heirs with Christ in his heav­
enly kingdom, yet the other peaceable ones 
can hope for endless life in the paradisaic 
new order when wars will be no more, and 
in time attain to "the glorioUs freedom of 
the children of God."-Rom. 8:14-17, 
19·21. 

A. Edison, Benefactor of Mankind, it is reo 
ported that, in a discussion with George 
Parsons Lathrop, the inventor said: "To me it 
seems that every atom is. possessed by a eectain 
amount of primitive intelligence." Lathrop 
asked, "Where does this intelligence come 
from?" and Edison answered: "From some 
Power greater than ourselves." "Then do you 
believe in an IntelUgent Creator ... a personal 
God?" asked Lathrop. "Certainly!" answered 
Edison. "The existence of such a God can, to 
my mind, almost be proved from chemistry!" 
Edison, however, did 1;10t belieVe that religion 
should be taught in public schools. He believed 
strongly that Church and Stftte should be 
separate and took a "somewhat dim view of 
OTganued and orthodox re1\g\on'l>." 'This Th 
probably why some have viewed him as an 
atheist. 
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WHY would anyone want to be a 
seaman? No doubt, not only land~ 

lovers but also many a seaman has 
asked himself that very same question. 
On the other hand, seamen often ask, 
Why would any man want to work in 
a factory or an office entombed away 
from the refreshing beauties of the 
great outdoors? Why would anyone 
want to be a subway train conductor 
or work in a mine where he must fore­
go the fresh air and sunlight of the 
great outdoors? Questions such as 
these serve to highlight the difference 
of ideas that men have on the subject 
of employment. 

On the sW'face of things the sea­
man's lot may appear infinitely better 
than that of the man who is forced to 
sweat life out in a foundry or mine or 
who is opliged from day to day to face 
an insatiable public in a store or shop. 
But every experienced seaman knows 
that appearances are extremely de­
ceiving, that life itself, whether on 
land or at sea, is not to be judged by 
appearances. The reasoning man's 
search should be for truth. 

Behind the thinking of the young man 
who is contemplating a life at sea there 
may very well be visions of exotic lands, 
a life of ease with good pay, free of 
weighty responsibilities and loaded with 
adventure. Any sailor worth his salt will 
tell you that those are dreams, and dreams, 
while they may contain some truth, usu­
ally differ drastically from the stark 
realities. 

This is not to say that life at sea does 
not have its good points, for it does .. Sea 
life can have its adventurous interludes. 
The sea itself fills men with awe and won-

life with the facts. The man behind a desk 
in some office in a large city may be prone 
to envision sea life in glowing romantic 
terms, perhaps as an escape from tight 
schedules, traffic jams, carbon monoxide 
gases or a nagging wife. The young man 
in the faqtory may regard life at sea as 
a haven from the dreaded monotony of 
the production line, and the farmer boy 
may see this life as a flight from boring 
chores. While all of those outlooks might 
lead men to the sea, none of them reflect 
an honest appraisal of sea life. For at sea 
there are schedules to be met and boring 
chores just as there are on land. 

der, and some of the port cities are among Rewards and Fears 
the most fascinating in the world. Never- But life at sea does have its rewards. 
theless, what we want to do is equate sea The religiously inclined seaman may in the 
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very vastness of the seas see the mighty 
handiwork of God. The very thought of 
the frightening power of the sea may deep­
en his appreciation of the Creator, Jeho­
vah. In fact, God himself urged- the proph­
et Job to contemplate the sea, saying: 
"Have you come to the sources of the sea, 
or in search of the watery deep have you 
walked about'?" (Job 38:16) However, 
even though many seamen are supersti­
tious and some are religiously inclined, 
very few of them are moved to praise God 
by what they see and hear-while on the 
high seas. The uncertainty of the elements 
with which the seaman is forced to con­
tend may move him just as easily to curse 
God as to praise him. Such is the truth 
of sea life. For seamen are not especially 
known for their piety. 

It is true there are breathless seascapes 
that eclipse imagination. For example, the 
flashes of the sun at its rising and setting 
make the ocean astonishingly beautiful. 
The sounds of the waves are most awe­
some and varied. There are the hollow 
boomings and heavy roarings, great wa­
tery tumblings, hissings and seethings, 
sharp, rifle-shot reports, splashes and 
whispers. Every mood of the wind, every 
change in the weather, every phase of the 
tide has its own peculiar attraction. Yet 
with the various tinges of the sea, the 
polar lights in the north and in the south, 
the myriads of stars and meteors, still 
these natural wonders are no more influ­
ential toward making a sailor a good man 
than the sight of a rising sun or beaming 
stars is to a factory worker, on vacation. 
On land as well as at sea, it is our own 
attitude that really counts. 

There are tranquil and spellbinding mo­
ments at sea. But this is only one side of 
the story. What about the other side? 
There are also frightening and terrifying 
realities that are not so widely publicized, 
and these are as much a part of sea life 
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as a boatsWain's whistle. There is no de­
nying that sunsets and sunrises are beau­
tiful to behold, but what abdut the endless 
days that are buried in bleak wintry 
gloom, when the raging sea resembles 
stampeding mountains and the ship strug­
gles to keep from being torn to pieces or 
from being buried beneath the waves? Ice­
bergs do reflect a breathtaking brightness 
against a black sea. But have you ever 
been near them in a North Atlantic gale 
when your ship was tossed and pitched like 
a feather in a hurricane and your very life 
and the life of everyone on the sbip de­
pended on evading those treacherous mass­
es of ice? Have you been aboard when 
the ship's deck was caked with tons of ice, -
when waves like angry mountains made 
each groan sound like the ship's very last 
as it plunged in and out of the sea? Dur­
ing moments like these there is very liWe 
that is romantic about s.ea life. The office 
worker would welcome the sight of an 
office, and the boy, his father's farm. 

The Demands and Dangers 
Have you ever considered how demand­

ing and dang~rous sea life can be? At 
times the seaman must face unbearable 
humidity, violent winds, solar radiation, 
frequent changes of climate, insufficient 
sleep, poisoning effects of the cargoes by 
development of gases and the so-called 
"metalplate disease" (a harmful effect on 
man caused by fields of terrestrial mag­
netism acting on iron pieces of the ship). 
Add to this the fact that by long tradition 
the captain has the final sayan matters. 
Woe betide the seaman who runs afoul of 
the ship's master. 

Consider further: Every year fifteen 
large cargo vessels disappear at sea. These 
fifteen mysterious losses involve some 600 
crew members also. For example, between 
January 31 and February 1, 1953, that is, 
in a single day, in the waters around the 
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British Isles, nine ships and their crews 
disappeared from the face of the. sea. 
Everyone of these vessels had electronic 
communication equipment. They were al­
so equipped with rockets, flares and other 
distress signals. All had boats, life jackets 
and buoyant apparatus, and most of them 
were within sight of well-populated land, 
where there were Coast Guard stations, 
lifeboats and rescue teams for the special 
pW'pose of assisting ships and seamen in 
distress. There were plenty of other ships 
in the vicinity of all of them. Yet only two 
sent any sort of message even indicating 
that they were in trouble. All nine ships 
appeared to be swallowed up suddenly by 
the sea. Of course, there are disasters on 
land, too; mine disasters, explosions and 
other industrial accidents. But at least 
land disasters can be analyzed and steps 
taken to avoid repetition. What can be 
done about ships that are mysteriously 
swallowed up by' the sea? 

Why. Then. the Sea? 
A seaman's life, perhaps,' can best be 

described as an isolating experience. It is 
a life confined in a vessel of cold steel, 
which rocks and rolls, pitches and tosses, 
sways and vibrates. It is often a life of 
deep loneliness, agonizing solitude and fre­
quent hoW's of absolute boredom. Wrote 
one ship commander after years at sea: 
"I remember only one man who walked 
his deck with a springy step, and gave the 
first coW'se of the passage in an elated 
voice. But he, as I learned afterwards, was 
lJaving nothing behind him, except a wel­
ter of debts and threats of legal proceed­
ings." 

This is not to say that there are no ex­
ceptions to the rule, for there are, but not 
many. There are seamen who say that the 
water is their element. These men boast 
that for them really to feel at home is for 
them to live on the ocean waves. Some 
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old-timers were born ,at sea, and at sea is 
where they would prefer to end their days. 

Veteran sailors tell us that there are 
moments at sea when life can be unfor­
gettably tieautiful. It can be a great doc­
tor, say they, for sore hearts and sore 
heads. Cares, they feel, seem to be left 
astern as easily as the light air bubbles in 
the swirls of the ship's wake. Nothing, it 
appears, but a gale can disturb the orderly 
serenity of life when all is well at sea. But 
these moments must be weighed in the 
light of all the other factors when consid­
ering a life at sea. 

Sober Reflections 
There are serious considerations to bear 

in mind. For example, ask yourself, Is a 
seaman's life a life for a family man? The 
man might reason that he provides well 
for his wife and children. But are material 
Considerations the only ones to be met by 
him? How much affection can a husband 
shower on his wife and children while he 
is at sea? The wife and children do need 
his affection regularly. How much in­
struction and direction can he offer 
them? What about his spiritual obligations 
toward his wife and children? The man 
operating a subway train or working in a 
mine may be away from his family all day, 
but he does have an opportunity to come 
borne at night, and bis weekends can be 
spent with the family. 

Studies from Norway (where many fa­
thers are away at sea), Britain and the 
West Indies, all tend to show that children 
growing up in split-up families are seri­
ously handicapped in their chances of 
growing up normally. When the father is 
away, one parent has to do the work of 
two; consequently, children suffer. 

Consider, too, the moral aspect of such 
a life and the strain that it places on both 
the husband and the wife. Many foreign 
ports swarm with prostitutes who are only 
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too willing to sell themselves. And seamen 
are singled out as prime targets. The lack 
of moral integrity aboard ships, too, is not 
a pidden secret; also group influence and 
loneliness-all these factors tend to weak­
en, corrode and destroy the virtues of even 
one of high principle. Marital fidelity and 
moral integrity do suffer, without ques­
tion. The wife may be tempted while the 
husband is away, and the husband cer­
tainly is exposed to temptation. An up­
right man would indeed be placing him­
self and his high ideals' in frightful 
jeopardy by ignoring these facts of sea 
life. Do you want to take such chances 
with your life? Think carefully before 
obligating yourself to a life at sea. 

Suppose you are a religious man. True, 
on land you may have unpleasant associa­
tions at work, but when the working day 
is through you can enjoy home life. If 
you wish, you can even go to your place 
of worship and associate with persons who 
believe the way you do. But when aboard 
ship this is not so easily done, in fact, it 
is impossible at times. Your exposure to 
bad associations frequently can be contin­
uous over long periods of time. Even to 
those who are strong in faith the warning 
arplies: "Let him that thinks he is stand­
ing beware that he does not fall." (1 Cor. 
10:12) These are points that should have 
some serious thought before you launch 
into a career as a seaman. 

The Lures 
Throughout the world merchant fleets 

are expanding, and enticing offers are 
made to lure young men into that way of 

life. Some vessels today are breathlessly 
beautiful to behold. 'Many of them have 
comfortable quarters. A number are con­
trolled by automatic instruments, remote 
control, radar and other complicated elec­
tronic devices. Prospective seamen may be 
induced to think that they can learn the 
technical aspects of this equipment at sea 
or acquire a trade aboard ship that some­
day can be used on land. But how many 
seamen d'o you know who have made ad­
vancements this way? The chance of this 
happening is slight indeed. 

It may be true that nuclear-powered 
vessels are becoming more in number, but 
what assurance do you have that you will 
be chosen to sail one? It also may be true 
that seamen have much leisure time to 
study. According to the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel, "men at sea service read a lot 
more books than the average adult Ameri­
can." But what is the quaHty of their read­
ing? It would be naive to think that men 
aboard ships are all industriously engaged 
in constructive pursuits in their spare 
time. Such is simply not the case. Some 
seamen have applied themselves, but the 
vast majority will frankly admit that sea 
life does not lend itself to serious, con­
structive thinking. To learn a different 
trade or skill aboard ,ship takes more than 
ordinary concentration and dedication of 
effort. 

A seaman's life is a hard life, particu­
larly difficult for a man with a family. So, 
for a person of integrity who is consider­
ing the sea as a way of life, he must face 
the fact that it will be difficult to maintain 
those high principles. 

CAROB PODS AS WEIGHTS 
• In ancient times the beans 01 the carob tree were used as standardS 
of weight for precious stones, which were described as being of so 
many "beans' weight" or "carats." Hence the word "carat," a name 
used by jewelers in weighing precIous stones, is derived from the beans 
of the carob tree, the Arabic word for "bean" or "seed" being carat. 
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By "Awohl" corrnpond&nl In JClplln 

REELING under the 
blows of atomic bombs 

and of military defeat, Japan emerged 
from the second world war with new and 
urgent problems. The feudal basis of fam­
ily life had been weakened, old communal 
standards had been shaken and old-time 
religion had suffered a big setback. There 
was a moral and spiritual vacuum that 
needed to be filled. What would till this 
vacuum? 

In any other country, communism might 
have capitalized on the situation. However, 
communism failed to take hold among the 
nationally-minded Japanese. Rather, the 
post-World War II era has witnessed the 
growth of a multitude of "new religions," 
often called "crisis religions," designed to 
meet the people's immediate wants. Al­
most one hundred "new religions" have 
mushroomed during the past twenty years. 
Their number includes Shinto sects that 
had been forced previously to conform to 
state Shinto, as well as offshoots from es~ 
tablished Buddhist sects. 

For the most part, these "crisis reli· 
gions" have offered their adherents things 
that they lost during World War n, such 
as health, material prosperity, peace of 
mind and community fellowship. 

Riding on this tide of religious revival, 
one sect has raced ahead of all the others. 
It is the so-called Soka Gakkai ("Value 
Creation Academic Society"), a develop· 
ment of the 700-year-old Nichiren Shoshu 
sect. Its postwar organizer, Josei Toda, ex-
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plained that the Nichiren 
Shoshu sect had declined 
prior to the war, and, therefore, "as the 
Great Saint Nichiren predicted, Japan has 
experienced a crisis which resulted in na­
tional ruin." And what was his solution? 
The militant Soka Gakkai, which has pro~ 
claimed itself the savior of Japan, and 
ultimately of the entire world. 

Growth of Soka Gakkai 
The Nichiren Shoshu sect was founded 

in the thirteenth century by Nikko, a dis­
ciple of the fanatical Buddhist monk Ni­
chiren Daishonin. Its headquarters, which 
the sect expects to become the center of 
religion world wide, is a temple called 
Daisekiji, at the foot of Mount Fuji. Here 
are preserved the Dai·GohonzCYn, said to 
be the original scroll containing Nichiren's 
sacred formula, and also Nichiren's mi­
raculous tooth, the onikuge. It is reported 
that Nichiren pulled a loose tooth from his 
mouth and handed it to Nikko, to be used 
as a testimony jn propagating their reJj~ 
gion among all mankind. It is also claimed 
that a piece' of flesh still adheres to the 
tooth, and that this continues to grow. The 
sect is to reach its zenith When the flesh 
Covers the tooth in its entirety. The tooth 
is closely guarded, and no scientific au­
thority is pennitted to examine it. 

Soka Gakkai was founded in 1937 
by Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, an ex-school­
teacher and student of pedagogy, who con­
verted to Nichiren Shoshu. Nichiren's re-
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ligious fanaticism and Makiguchi's theory 
of "value creation" have been combined 
into one of the most amazing religious 
,crusades in history. Soka Gakkai itself de­
scribe,s the Theory of Value, as taught by 
Makiguchi and his successor, Josei Toda, 
in these words: 

The goal of human life is happ,iness, ,the 
ideal state for each individual. ... A happy 
life is the condition in which whatever is 
regarded as having value is realized. . .. 
Truth and value are two very dtt'ferent con· 
cepts. . . . Historically, philosophers have 
regarded the principal elements of the ideal 
life to be truth, goodness and beauty. This 
is Incorrect .... The Principle of Value 
makes the basic ingredients of happiness: 
gain, goodness and beauty .... The criterion 
of value is gain or loss, not good or evil. 
-Quoted from Oontemporary Religions in 
Japan, Vol. I, No.3, September 1960. 

This sounds contradictory to Nichiren's 
own oft-repeated emphasis on the "Lotus 
of Truth." Gain is substituted for truth. 
Devotion to the sacred scroll at Daisekiji 
and the repetitious chanting of the Lotus 
Sutra are the "gain-producing values." Fi­
nancial gain or faith healing often provide 
the incentive for joining Soka Gakkai. The 
standard for judging everything is: Do we 
gain or lose by it? 

The fanatical Nichiren denounced all 
other schools of Buddhism as heresy, and 
established his own new formula for the 
salvation of all mankind: Namu My6h6-
Renge-Kyo ("Adoration Be to the Lotus 
of Wonderful Truth!") Followers of Ni­
chiren, and now of Soka Gakkai, are said 
to reach iBuddhahood throuJ?:h the daily 
frenzied chanting of this formula, the 
Daimoku. Their mentality in this connec­
tion may be gauged by the following 
English-language article appearing in their 
Beiky6 Bhimbun ("Holy Teaching News­
paper"), No. 592, reporting a speech by 
the present leader, Daisaku Ikeda, on April 
24, 1961: 
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We pray to the Oat Gohonzon (''Holy 
Scroll") every morning and evening. Look 
intently at the Gohonzon, and you will find 
some Chinese characters on the upper left 
which read: ''Those who worship the Go· 
honzon or those who practice the sutra of 
the True Buddha can accumulate even 
greater merits than the ten virtues of Bud· 
dha." On the opposite side it is clearly writ· 
ten that "A person who viciously maligns 
the Gohonzon will surely have his head 
broken In seven." A person who has pure 

, faith in the Gohonzon will be bestowed with 
even greater benefit than the ten good for· 
tunes of Buddha. On the contrary, those 
who slander either the Gohonzon or true 
believers (Gakkai members) must undergo 
such dreadful punishment of having their 
heads broken in seven, i.e., falling into the 
pit of hell. 

One may well ask, How could a religion 
with these medieval concepts make such 
strides, as Soka Gakkai has done. in a 
modern society? For the most part, Soka 
Gakkai adherents are to be found among 
the poorer, uneducated Classes. The move­
ment has made its appeal, emotionally. to 
the desire for material betterment. It has 
used a devastating instrument known as 
8hakubuku~ which has been variously in­
terpreted as meaning, "destroy and con­
quer." "bend and flattep" or "crush and 
throw down." This refers to the practice 
of Soka Gakkai members in ganging up 
on households or individuals afflicted with 
sickness or economic problems, blaming it 
on their religion or lack of religion. and 
relentlessly 'brainwashing' them until con­
version is achieved. The new convert must 
then destroy the "abominations" or ap­
pendages of his former religion. He Is 
provided with his scroll, rosary and badge, 
and is threatened with· terrible reprisals 
should he ever tRink of leaving the ,organi-
zation. .I 

Bhakubuku was organized by president 
Josei Toda following World War II. It 
draws strength from Soka Gakkai's mili­
taristic structure, which has been com-

13 



pared to that of the Hitler Youth. Its 
Youth Division today numbers one and a 
half million young people, including a fife­
and-drum band of the Young Women's Di­
vision described as "second to none in its 
skilled and beautiful performance." Soka 
Gakkai describes its Youth Division as 
"the driving force of the organization." 
Soon after instituting shakubuku, Toda 
proclaimed: "The great march for forced 
conversions, begun on May 3, 1951, has 
brought a great many comrades into our 
camp." By 1953, he claimed a membership 
of 53,000 households. By 1959, the num­
ber was 1,096,920 households, and by 1964, 
the claim was for 4,600,965 households. 

Into the Political Arena 
Soka Gakkai's main goals are political. 

This is in line with Nichiren's ancient 
claim: "I will' be the pillar of Japan; I 
will be the eyes of Japan; I will be the 
great vessel of Japan." .As explained in 
Sei1cyo Shimbun in April 1955, the sect's 
purpose is that "when, as the result of our 
great 'shakubuku,' our country is rid of all 
evil religions, the Diet ought to decide to 
create a national center of worship. For 
that end, it is necessary to send our mem­
bers to the national legislature so that we 
could command a majority. Of course, it 
might be 10 or 20 years before this may 
be realized. Until then, we must train our 
members in the local legislatures." 

After making sensational gains in local 
municipal and Upper House elections, So­
ka Gakkai set up the K6meito ("Clean 
Government Party") on November 17, 
1964. The party immediately called for 
the abolition of the Japan-U.S. Security 
Treaty and for Japan to recognize com­
munist China. However, Komeito acts in­
dependently of both "right" and "left." 
According to Soka Gakkai leaders, the 
party has been organized as a practical 
means of carrying out 6butsu myogo, a 
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merger of government and religion. In 
elections for the Upper House of the Diet 
in 1965, Komeito increased its representa­
tion to twenty in this body of 250 mem­
bers. They are planning next to put 
thirty-two members into the Lower House. 
Other political parties ar~ voicing con­
cern at this religious invasion of the p0-

litical arena. 
Since 1960, Soka Gakkai has carried its 

campaign into Southeast Asia, and even 
into the United States. It has been out­
lawed in South, Korea because of its politi. 
cal activity there. 

Ultimate Goal8 
Seven centuries ago, Nichiren himself 

announced his sect's objective of builcUng 
a national temple at the f90t of Mount 
Fuji. Soka Gakkai has espoused this goal, 
declaring its ,purpose to establish a koku­
ritsu kaidan ("national instruction hall") 
for "basic religious training in defense of 
the nation." In July 1961 a four-day drive 
among members netted over three billion 
yen ($9,000,000), and this was used in 
building the- projected temple's Grand Re­
ception Hall, which was completed April 
1, 1964. According to Soka Gakkai's Sei­
kyo Shimbun, of October '19, 1965, another 
four-day drive recently raised 35 billion 
yen (nearly $100 million), which is to be 
used for building the sh6hondo, or main 
temple hall. This is now under construc­
tion. 

Soka Gakkai used to make bold the 
claim that it would convert, first the en­
tire nation of Japan, and then the world. 
However, in July 1965 the sect's 34-year­
old president, Daisaku Ikeda, appeared to 
make the goal more realistic, when he 
drew an illustration from the Indian state 
of Shravasti, mentioned in the "Lotus of 
Wonderful Truth." According to the Lotus 
Sutra, one-third of the people of Shra­
vasti saw Buddha and believed him, one-
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third saw him but did not believe his mes~ 
sage, and one-third neither saw nor heard 
him. The implication is that the conver~ 
sion of Japan will be accomplished when 
shakubuku has claimed one~third of the 
people for Soka Gakkai, another third is 
sympathetic. and the remaining third is 
either indIfferent or hostile. A recent Soka 
Gakkai tabulation asserted that member~ 
ship was already 5,400,000 out of 25,000,~ 
000 households in Japan. 

What is the ultimate goal of the move~ 
ment? To quote Soka Gakkai· itself: "The 
purpose of Sokagak~ 

Fear. Mistrust and. Apprehension 
Observers have noted a rather unusual 

quiet in the Soka Gakkai camp in recent 
months. Whether they have mellowed 
their aggressiveness, or whether this is a 
calm before further storms, remains to be 
seen. There are even reports that many 
have broken away from the movement in 
disillusion. The director of Shinshuren 
("Alliance of New Religions"), which has 
mobilized its followers against Soka G§k· 
kai, claims that at least a million members 
of Soka Gakkai want to leave the organi~ 

zation but are fear~ 
kai is not world con~ 
quest, hut absolute 
world happiness and 
peace. President Ike~ 
da has always stated 
that 'the purpose of 
Sokagakkai is to save 
the masses from mis~ 

WHY DOES GOD PERMIT 
ful of reprisals. 

Soka Gakkai is 
mistrusted, and even 
feared, by the ma~ 

jority of the Japa~ 
nese people. Its 
claims for the superi~ 

WICKEDNESS? 
Have you asked that question? Then 
do not miss the October 8 issue of 
"Awakel" Special issue! Completely 

devoted to this vilal subject. 

fortune and misery and to establish hap~ 
piness and peace throughout the world.' " 
-SoJcagakkai and Nichiren Shoshu, by the 
8eikyo Press, October 25, 1964. 

It is with this goal that Soka Gakkai 
carries forward its militant campaign of 
shakubuku. Imbued with the idea that peo~ 
pIe on this earth receive everything from 
the idol Buddha, they are aiming at cen~ 
tering all worship in Japan around the 
huge temple that is to be completed at 
Mount Fuji in 1970. A Gakkai spokesman 
told the Sunday Mainichi (November 14, 
1965), that it is "not a 'coincidence" that 
the temple is scheduled to be completed 
around 1970. This seems to be a target 
date for a campaign to' "help save" the 
soul of everyone in the world. It is also in 
1970 that the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty 
is scheduled to come up for revision-an 
explosive issue from which radical groups 
such as Soka Gakkai doubtless hope to 
make gain. 
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ority of "gain" over 
"truth," coupled with fariatica18hakubuku 
and equally questionable high~pressure 

political' campaigning, have not endeared 
it to rational persons. The generation that 
remembers the crimes committed by the 
Nazis in Germany and by Shinto national~ 
ism in Japan is entitled to regard ~e 
politico~religious Soka Gakkai with appre~ 
hension. 

Where may people turn in their search 
for true religion? Not to a theory of 
"gain," or to a lifeless idol of Budi:iha, but 
to the living God, Jehovah, whose Son, 
Christ Jesus, said: "There is more happi~ 
ness in giving than there is in receiving." 
(Acts 20:35) Ah, there is the true secret 
of happiness! It is to be found in the prac~ 
tical application of the law of love, even 
as Jesus explained: "These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you 
and your joy may be made full. This is 
my commandment, that you love one an~ 
other just as I have loved you."-John 15: 
11,12. 
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By "Awake'" correspondent 
in Guatemala 

I
T IS not often tbat a sub­
stanL'e used for dye1Dg doth 
can also be w.ed for _son· 

ing food, for coloring medIelne 
and for perfumlna: a ~ as 
well as bath water •. Bwt that 
is preeisely what '~ p.n,le 
with versatile sattron. What Ie 
saffron? It Is th. tJt8hre.red 
substance obtained from the 
dried stigma and atyie of the 
sairron crocus ffower. Its USeful· 
ness has given it a long history. 

More than 3,000 years ago the Chinese were 
using it as medicine and for seasoning food. 
Later, when the Greek civilization was enjoyIng 
prominence, satrron that was mixed With wine 
and water was sprinkled In public places. When 
Nero made his entry into Rome, the Romans 
perfumed the str~;!s with it. It was also their 
custom to put it ln~o their bath water and to 
use it on their hair. Pliny the Elder, a natural­
ist who lived in the first century of our Com­
mon Era, wrote that the "ancients frequently 
made use of this flower in perfumes. Not only 
salons, theatres, and places which were to be 
filled wIth a pleasant fragrance were strewn 
with this substance, but all sorts of vinous 
tinctures retaining the scent were made of it, 
and this costly perfume was poured into small 
founta1ns, which diffused the odor which was 
so highly esteemed. Even fruit and confitures 
[confections] placed before guests, and the 
ornaments of the rooms, were spread over 
with it." 

Saffron Is still used In some countries for 
seasoning food and for coloring candy as well 
as medicine. A common use of it has been in 
the dyeing of cloth, but now cheaper dyes are 
becoming more popular. In ancient Greece 
satrron yellow was the royal color and was 
used In the court" robes of some of the royal 
ladles. In old Ireland and the Hebrides It was 
the color worn by persons of rank. It is still 
a popular color in the Far East, where Buddhist 
monks wear satrron-colored robes, because, as 
one monk stated, "we believe it Is the most 
peaceful color." 

Safl'ron Is obtained with much labor from 
the saffron crocus flower, which Is related to 
the iris family. Unlike the crocus that blooms 
in the spring, this related fiower blooms in 
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the fall. In the latter part of 
October workers gather the 
blooms by hand early in the 
morning. The- stigma and part 
of the style are carefully re­
moved and dried in a kiln, 
either loosely or under pressure. 
When dried under pressure the 
prodUct is called "cake" saffron, 
which is the form preferred 
by the people of India. But 
when it is dried loosely, it 
Is called "hay" saffron. This 
is the type that has the widest 
use. 

With more than 4,000 flowers needed to make 
one ounce. this versatile herb is about the 
most expensive spice- in the world. The best 
grade in Spain sells for approximately $180 
per kilo (2.2 pounds). Cheaper grades are 
inferior and are likely to be adulterated with 
such things as safflower or the petals of rnari­
gold. In times past severe penalties were im­
posed on persons guilty ot selling adulterated 
safl'ron. In the year 1444 a man in Germany 
was burned to death along with his adulterated 
saffron. So adulteration of saffron was re­
garded as a serious offense_ 

The deep orange color of this herb makes 
it very dIstinctive, and very little of it is needed 
to Impart its color to other substances. Just 
a single grain of it that Is rubbed to fine pow­
der along with a little sugar will gIVe ten 
gallons of water a decidedly yellow hue. As a 
spice it has a somewhat bitterish flavor, and 
as a perfume it has a sweet, penetrating odor. 

The pretty blooms of the saffron crocus 
decorated the coastal plain of the Near East in 
Solomon's day, nearly 3,000 years ago. This 
flower was listed by him along with plants 
that were used for spices, incense and perfume. 
In The SOpg of Solomon, a Bible book by 
Solomon, the beautiful Shulammite maiden 
likens herself to the lowly but pretty saffron 
flower, saying: "A mere saffron of the coastal 
plain I am." (Song of Sol. 2:1) So thf pretty 
blooms of the saffron crocus have held an 
honorable position in human affairs for thou­
sands of years. 

Saffron has brought pleasure to man's eyes 
by providing him with a colorful dye, pleasure 
to his sense ot smell by provlding him with 
pleasant perfume and pleasure to his sense 
of taste by providing him with a tangy spice 
for his food. It is indeed a ver.satile herb with 
a history. 
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A HE you t.ea.cbilDg your daught.er: t.o 
" '" be a loving wHo and mother'? Many 

mothers see that their duughterN a.te 
provkte them with pleasant. SUl'ij 

roundlngs, instiU in U1Cl'U right 
sUt'prlsingly few prt':pare 

da"",lltccc; ade(}u8.te]y for the ca-
reer most. women ovcr any ot.b· 
er~being; 1t wife and mother, 

Mal:1Y vru'ied sktlls are required to 
flll this t!Jne·,llOJ1ored position, and one 
of those talents t./Ult endear Mom may" 
well he a fl.lvorH,c recipe for c:bocolah0 
cake or he:i' prized plumprehlerves. Jlow 
content and happy it. makes 11 youngster to 
COl:nc home from school on 11. cold day to 
be met 'by Mom in a. f1'csIN~tarched apron 
Q,ceornpnnied by 1.10'1: frotH the ovejj! 

Well-known Dlltr.'itionlst Adelle Davis, 
in hex" book. LeeS' Cooh: It Right, says; 
"Since we spend appro:x:imate1y a thOIl"' 
sand hOlm;;: each. year eating 01.U' meals, 

should be pleasant hours, times of 
unity and compan1.911ship and, If a 

bl"ssillg 1s family vwrship, Good food 
is a $)/1'l(11)01 of love, having psycilologieal 
va.lue which m.ay even HJi sensory 
mnd physiological eontributioDS." Good 
food is as nnm:h it symbol of love now as 
it was in the when ,Jesus spoke the 
illustration of the son who wa." 
honored by a ft»ast In his father's hou:se 
when he :returned horne in his Imrnbled 
state, So it Is weB to expeess Jove toward 

your daughter by i:ead1il:Ag: 
prepare and serve t'omt 

WfUfn and lIme to Begin 

how to 

Is your daughter only three 01' four? 
Then you have the of begtu­
ning at the when everything is an ili!1(­
efitlng adventure, whien every request is 
weh:omed as an important and 
when you (x!rtJ~il'11y as mud) "help" 
a£ you can m.(~n:!' 1 

This tender age is ~he cooking be .. · 
gins to be fun! What Is more dollghttul 
than to the of feeling the 
different textlll'es ot' as sma]} 
!1ngel's WHl:()f' to rernove the son? 
And the enjoyment. of mud 
cakes in no way eODtl/XU'es with sqlH!(,~zing 
real dough 1nto a hUll1dl'ed different sll,"p'" 
befo1'o bak.lng it in youx own little 
pan! No eru;;:e even,' gave the 



pleasure that gIVIng Daddy a taste of a 
real one does. Her own cooking step stool, 
an apron, grown-up talk with Mommy, and 
making surprises for Daddy are not only 
memories for Mother to treasure, but 
valuable lessons in life for daughter. 

Garnishing is an important job to a be­
ginner because the results are quickly seen. 
Anyone can cook cereal, but only a true 
artist can garnish it with a beautiful rai­
sin face. Draining the red juice off mara­
schino cherries is a necessary job for a 
colorful dessert top, and the fresh green 
parsley, perhaps applied by a little hand, 
makes meat look so pretty. 

As a child grows older, more things can 
be taught her. Even a five- or six-year-old 
may be able to learn how to prepare a 
light meal For example, one mother pa­
tiently taught her five-year-old daughter 
both the dangers and the many uses of 
the electric mixer. Equipped, now, with 
safety rules and knowledge, she expertly 
mashes potatoes, whips cream and com­
bines ingredients for baking what her 
mother measures. This little girl has also 
mastered the can opener and the job of 
safely turning on the stove. Recently, when 
her mother was ill, she competently opened 
two cans of condensed soup, added the 
proper amount of water and served it to 
the family piping hot, with crackers and 
dishes of fruit for dessert. This whole fam­
ily is beginning to reap the rewards of 
patient teaching. 

The young child can be taught safely to 
place potatoes in the oven for baking, and 
many a child will jump at the chance to 
"paint" shortening in baking pans or 
smear butter on her own toast. When 
more butter goes on the bread than on her, 
she may be ready to try sandwich making, 
perhaps, in time, relieving mother of lunch 
packing. Many a five-year-old can learn 
to crack and separate eggs, if allowed the 
opportunity to practice on eggs intended 
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for scrambling. Instant milk drinks, lemon­
ade and colorful presweetened iced bever­
ages can be made with little cooks in 
mind. 

It is not difficult to find easy but im­
portant jobs for the preschool child if you 
watch for the opportunity. It is important 
that an interest not be allowed to die and 
that each new 'success be rewarded with 
praise and more kitchen freedom. 

A Word to the Wise 
The importance of praise cannot be 

overstressed, not only by words, but also 
by the added confidence you can show: in 
reference to her mastered skills. For in­
stance, if she has just learned to open cans 
of fruit, you might ~ay, "My, you did that 
so well. How would you like to make the 
fruit salad tonight?" This offer will usu­
ally be overwhelmingly accepted, with an 
"Oh, good, can I put a cherry on it too?" 

It is wise to reserve teaching new things 
for a time when you are not too hurried. 
This prevents many shattered nerves and 
loss of enthusiasm in little girls' hearts. 
Plastic or metal measuring cups and 
bowls often prevent accidental blows to 
a little cook's confidence, as well as bro­
ken glass, to cut little fingers. 

In order to keep her interest and enjoy­
ment in cooking alive, it is best not to 
use it as a punishment for any reason. We 
grow up to enjoy things most generally 
associated with pleasant memories. If 
punishment must be by means of the 
kitchen, then, at least, let it be privileges 
withheld, so she genuinely feels she is 
missing a pleasure. 

Cooking should never be allowed to be­
come a monotonous task, so grant her a 
measure of freedom, as she grows older 
and as her skills permit, in trying new 
reCipes and new methods. If the interest in 
cooking seems to lag, often it can be re­
vived by having a foreign meal or two, 
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perhaps also learning something about the 
customs of the country. 

If it annoys you to have imprints of 
greasy little fingers on the pages of your 
cookbooks, it might prove beneficial for 
you to invest in a beginner's picture cook­
book or encourage her to have a file box 
with her own copied recipes. 

What to Teach Her 
In teaching your daughter to cook, you 

are setting the foundation in cultivating 
her ability to cope with life as it really is. 
Since this is true, it is necessary that she 
associate meal planning with the amount 
of income allowed for food. To round out 
her education it is good to instruct her 
how wholesome budget meals can be with 
proper planning. She should also learn to 
shop for the best buys and to store foods 
with the least spoilage and so that they 
retain the most nourishment. 

As she begins life in her own kitchen, 
she will need to have all items ready to 
serve at the same time, by knowing ap­
proximate cqoking times and when to start 
preparing each. Any shortcuts, such as 
starting potatoes for baking by boiling till 
heated through, will be valuable when 
time is at a minimum. 

Most young cooks dread the mess after 
the joy of creating wears off, so le~rning 
to clean up as she goes will prevent this 
problem. 

There will be many times that the "art 
of substitution" may save extra trips to 
the market and wasted ingredients. There 
are good tricks in substituting that may 
be learned with time, but the following 
basic ones could be included in her 
education: When a recipe calls for one 
cup of butter, then one cup of vegetable 
shortening and a half teaspoonful of 
salt may be substituted. If one cup of 
sour milk is needed, then one cup of fresh 
milk with one tablespoonful of vinegar 
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or lemon juice may be used. In gravies 
or sauces, one tablespoonful of corn­
starch equals two tableSpoonsfUl of flour. 
One ounce of unsweetened chocolate or 
a quarter cup of cocoa and two table­
spoonsful of shortening will give the same 
results. If there is not enough baking pow­
der, it would be well to use one quarter 
teaspoonful of soda plus a half teaspoon­
ful of cream of tartar. It is useful for her 
to know that one cup of sugar equals one 
cup of honey if the liquid called for in the 
recipe is decreased by one quarter of a 
cup. 

Learning to use spices and herbs, condi­
ments, can often make a plain dish become 
delightfully tasty. Any good cook knows it 
is not so difficult to put a meal together 
out of plenty, but the test of her skill at 
the art comes when there is little, using 
seasonings and SUbstitution to make up the 
lack. This is a challenge to any young 
cooking student. 

Advantages in Teaching Her 
Perhaps youofeel that your daughter will 

learn all she needs to know about foods in 
school. Of course, if your school system 
offers Home Economics, it would be well 
to encourage her to take it. However, such 
courses are usually limited and often are 
not given until a girl reaches her teens. 

Consider, moreover, the following ad­
vantages of teaching your daughter 'how 
to cook at a younger age and at home: 
(1) Her scale of values can be trained only 
at home in true-to-life situations. (2) By 
watching and learning from you she comes 
to appreciate her appropriate role as a 
feminine member of the human family. 
(3) As you patiently teach her, she learns 
to trust you and will bring to you her 
other questions and problems, being confi­
dent in your answers. (4) The many hours 
spent in the kitchen take her off the 
streets and keep her time occupied con­
structively. (5) You will find that many 
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kitchen chores can be shared when she 
learns to cook, allowing you more time 
to spend with the family. 

Learning to enjoy cooking is to take any 
drudgery out of it. We generally enjoy 
things at which we are proficient. 

Some mothers unwisely put off teach­
ing their daughters to cook, perhaps be­
cause they feel they are too busy or that 
it is faster to do it themselves; or they 
may want their child to be free to enjoy 
herself. However, we do well to think of 

"Awakel" Lif .. Spirit. 
The following expression of appreciation 

for Awake! was received by the British Hon­
duras branch of Jehovah's witnesses: "1 am a 
subscriber to your semImonthly magazine 
Awake! for quite some time now. Recently, 
right after receivh,.g my copy of the June 22 
issue, I began looking it over somewhat hur­
riedly. On the first page I noticed a very 
thought-provoking and challenging question 
--'WHY WORRY?' as the subject. I thought 
'this is for me,' and then started reading it 
right away. Hbw happy I am that I did! I am 
just amazed that in that short article of 
Awake! so much real consolation was there 
for me. So far as my worries are concerned 
1 know r.tow how to handle them, especIally 
those difficult ones of the past that cannot 
be changed. Thanks to Awake! for its fine 
servicE' rendcred to someone in distress." 

Enloyed by Dentil! 
This is an excerpt from a letter received 

from a doctor on the faculty of Dentistry at 
the University of Manitoba in Canada. He 
writes: "I would like to say how much I en­
joyed your excellent article on tooth care 
in the March 22 Awake! The article was very 
dear, factual ... Keep up the fine articles." 

Appr.(iated by Schoolteacher 
When the time for a school Christmas 

celebration arrived, a mother in Pennsyl­
vania spoke to her young son's schoolteacher, 
and supplied her with a copy of the December 
22, 19£4, Awaket, which had the article 
"The Holiday Season," and the March 22, 
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the future: It is every bit as important for 
your girl to know how to cook as for a 
young man to have a job to support a 
family before he marries. 

In these days of the instant potato, the 
aerosol whipped cream and the powdered 
egg, we must avoid the pitfalls of expect­
ing our daughters to become "instant 
cooks" the day they marry. Yes, in teach­
ing your daughter the worthy art of cook­
ing, you will indeed be showing her an 
expression of love. 

1962, issue, containing the subject "Freedom 
of Worship in the Schoolroom." This was 
the teacher's reply: 

"I am sorry to be so tardy in returning 
your library copy of Awake! I thank you for 
the December 22nd issue which I have kept. 
I have read both the articles you suggested as 
well as others that attracted me. Primarily 
I was impressed by the sincerity of the writers. 
I regret that many who use the name Chris­
tian-no matter what the sect-use it only 
as a cloak, without giving concern to its mean­
ing. It appears that you Witnesses enjoy a 
sincerity and depth of feeling which many 
others lack. For this 1 envy you. Thank you 
so much for sharing with me. With apprecia. 
tion." 

Article Stimulate. Re.pon.e 

After calling from house to house with the 
latest copies of Awake! and The Watchtower 
one of Jehovah's witnesses reported the fol· 
lowing: "We met a woman who remarked, 
after my introduction, 'I am really not inter­
ested in your work, but I am interested in 
the June 8th Awake! In fact, I have wrItten 
to your Society for two copies. A friend of 
mine had obtained the magazine and she and 
1 read the article, "A Father Talks to His 
Sons." We thought it was so wonderful that 
I want copies for other friends. Can I get two 
from you now?' She went to get the contribu­
tion and then called out and asked whether 
she could get four instead of two since she 
had relatives whom she would like to have 
read the article." 
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3'eho'V'ah's 
Witnesses 

iG~ 
Exe:anpted 

:fro:an 
Conscription , , 

understand the situation, it. might be 
mentioned that there' is general con­
scription in Sweden, Every male citizen 
between the ages of eighteen and forty­
seven who is not handicapped is liable 
to undergo military training and serve 
for a specrified period of time. If one has 
serious conscientious objection against 
the use of weapons, he may apply for 
noncombatant service, now called 
"weapons-free" service. Since 1943 this 
has consisted mostly of working in the 
forest or some other job for various 
governmental purposes, though the per­
son would still be under martial law. 
But because of their religious beliefs 
Jehovah's witnesses in Sweden refused, 
not only military servi~e, but also any 
noncombatant work offered as a sub-

By "Awakel" correspondent in Sweden 

FOR some time now Jehovah's witnesses 
in Sweden who have been sentenced 

to prison terms for refusal to unde~take 
military service have been treated dIffer­
ently than other prisoners. They hav~ been 
placed in a separate institution, With no 
guards, walls or fences.· 

The reason for this unusual treatment 
was that the Prisons Administration rec­
Dgnized over a period of years that these 
witnesses of Jehovah were no criminals 
in the ordinary sense of the word. As a 
result they-were placed in an institution 
very different from the standard type of 
!lrison. Their exemplary conduct attracted 
much attention and received a good deal 
of favorable publicity. 

Again this year Jehovah's witne,sses in 
Sweden have come into the publIc eye, 
and very much so. Why? Because head­
lines in tlie press have been crying out: 
"JEHovAH'S WITNESSES F'REli: FROM CoN­

SCRIPTION!" How did this come about? 
In order that the reader may properly 

• See the article "Where Prl!onel'li Guard Them_ 
selves," In Awakel or March 22, 1966, 

SEPTEMBER 1JB, 1966 

stitute. However, many judges artd prose­
cutors saw the injustice of sending other­
wise irreproachable men to prison just 
because of their religious convictions. 

Committee Appointed to Study Matter 
As a result, a committee was' appointed 

to look into the matter and make sugges­
tions for a new law. A number of sug­
gestions were then submitted to this 
committee, among them a proposal that 
Jehovah's witnesses be allowed whatever 
kind of work would be acceptable to them, 
and if there were no such, then for the 
government to leave the Witnesses alone. 

So in time the committee suggested to 
Jehovah's witnesses various kinds of work. 
One was to work for some private institu­
tion or employer for the same length of 
time as the required term of milkary ser­
vice, but part of their wages would go to 
some charitable institution. However, these 
offers presented to Jehovah's witnesses 
subject to conscription were refused. Their 
indiVidual decision based on their own 
understanding of the Bible was that they 
could not conscientiously participate in 
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any work that would be a substitute for 
military service. As ministers represent­
ing God's heavenly kingdom, they stated 
that they must remain neutral regarding 
this world's political and military affairs" 
just as an ambassador from one nation 
must refrain from participating in the 
political and military affairs of another 
country in which he may live. (2 Cor. 
5:20; Eph. 6:20) And anyone who has 
talked to Jehovah's witnesses in Sweden 
realizes that they take their obligations 
to God seriously. 

Therefore, in their comments concern­
ing a new law the committee stated that 
Jehovah's witnesses had not accepted any 
proposal for substitute work. The commit­
tee then said that the Witnesses ought not 
to be called upon for any part in the na­
tional defense. In order to find some 
authority for this they referred to a para­
graph in the conscription law that pro­
vided that notorious asocial persons and 
alcoholics should not be inducted into the 
army or used for any purpose. Also it 
was noted that the continued use of pris­
on sentences against Jehovah's witnesses 
would be unnecessarily costly and would 
avail nothing, since experience had shown 
that these punishments were having no 
effect in deterring them from their stand 
against military service. 

The committee's proposal was sent to 
various authorities for their observations. 
More than half of these recommended that 
Jehovah's witnesses be exempted, although 
most repudiated the reference to asocial 
persons and alcoholics. There was much 
publicity in connection with these obser­
vations concerning asocial persons and 
alcoholics. When the committee chainnan 
was asked over television if they really 
thought that the Witnesses were such per­
sons, he answered: "Of course not." Sev­
eral newspapers wrote editorially that it 
was very bad to use such expressions in 
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connection with a group of men who re­
fuse military service because of religious 
convictions, particularly when it was gen­
erally acknowledged that they were very 
good men. 

The Minister of Defen.<;e agreed with 
the proposal to leave the Witnesses alone, 
but said it should not contain reference 
to asocial persons and alcoholics. When 
the government introduced its proposal 
for a new law, the bill did not include the 
treatment of Jehovah's witnesses in the 
law itself but submitted that the govern­
ment be allowed simply to refrain from 
calling them up for any service. When 
this bill was dealt with by a joint com­
mittee from both houses of Parliament, it 
recommended by a 12-to-4 vote that the 
two houses pass the bill. This created an 
eager expectation as to the final outcome. 

Debated in Parliament 
Then came "D" day, the day for debate 

and decision in the two chambers of the 
Riksdag, or Parliament. That was on May 
25. These debates were highly interesting. 
The matter of Jehovah's witnesses came 
to b~ the principal subject for debating. 
As the Minister of Defense stated: "It 
seems to have become the main issue." 
The printed minutes <;onfirm this, as prac­
tically half of the space is directly dealing 
with Jehovah's witnesses. 

A main objection to the proposed right 
of the government to refrain from calling 
Jehovah's witnesses for service of any kind 
was that it would mean a deviation from 
the age-old principle of equality, from an 
equal sharing of burdens. It was argued 
that to leave the Witnesses alone would 
mean an injustice toward those who for 
other reasons refuse to serve with weap­
ons or do substitute work. Another ob· 
jection held that it was the duty of a 
Swedish citizen to compensate for the 
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privilege of living in a well-arranged wel­
fare society. 

Some warned that if Jehovah's witnesses 
were given this freedom there would be 
such an influx into their ranks that so­

,ciety might suffer a serious loss of valu­
able manpower. Others said that since the 
'Witnesses are known for paying their 
taxes, they should be made to pay an extra 
tax instead of being called up for service. 
This last proposal, however, was 'turned 
down as unworthy, since it was felt it 
bordered on a man's being able to buy 
exemption with money. 

The Question of Identification 
The Minister of Defense was required 

to answer many questions in both houses 
of Parliament. How could he make sure 
that a man was really one of Jehovah's 
witnesses and not a fake trying to avoid 
military service? How about Witnesses 
that leave the organization after they have 
received exemption? 

Mr. Sven Andersson, the Minister of 
Defense, made long speeches and answered 
the many questions, warmly recommend­
ing the new bill. He stated that he had 
come to the firm conviction that there 
were only two alternatives: Either keep 
putting good men in prison, or let them 
off altogether. He declared that, not only 
was this a problem in Sweden, but that 
it was an international one, for nowhere 
had authorities been able to get any active 
member of Jehovah's witnesses to perform 
military service or a substitute of any 
kind. 

As to fake members, the Minister as­
sured the houses that there would be lit­
tle, if any, risk, seeing that Jehovah's 
witnesses have very high standards that 
must be met before they recognize a per­
son as a member. He said: "It is no or­
dinary people's movement where one can 
go in and out, but an organization that 
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really keeps track of its members." "Of 
course," he said further, "if anyone can 
find another way that is possible to go, 
I am interested to know about it. We who 
have dealt with 'the question do not think 
that there is one .... No, my friends, 
there is no alternative." 

The Minister also pointed out that the 
government would make an investigation 
every year through a special board that 
was to be created. This investigation would 
determine whether a man had continued 
to be one of Jehovah's witnesses or not. 
If not, he would be liable for military ser­
vice. And if there were serious abuses, or 
too many turned out to become Witnesses 
to be relieved of service, the goverrunent 
could easily retract their permission to let 
the Witnesses be exempted. 

Bill Passed 
After several hours of debate the bill 

passed in the first chamber by a vote of 
81 to 53, and in the second by 109 to 105. 
Of this decision one Swedish publication 
stated: "Thus Jehovah's witnesses will in 
the future, after an individual investiga­
tion, be relieved of compulsory service by 
the simple method of not being called up 
at all. Sweden's Riksdag is to be congrat­
ulated on this decision which solves a 
problem that has hitherto been looked 
upon as Wlsolvable. Sweden can in this 
respect serve as an example to other 
countries." 

Jehovah's witnesses in Sweden are grate­
ful for this consideration by the govern­
ment. And the government and country 
as a whole will benefit too, for nowhere 
will they find a more law-abiding and' 
peaceful group of citizens. By not having 
to spend years in prison, ministers of Je­
hovah's witnesses will be able to make a 
positive contribution to the spiritual wel­
fare, peace and happiness of many others 
in Sweden. 

23 



Hong Kong's "Rain 01 Terror" 
By "Awakel" corre.pond."t in Hong Kong 

A 
SUMMER night's rain had whispered us 
to sleep. But when We awoke our street 
was full of shouting, the shouting of 

startled, half-awake storekeepers who got out 
of bed to find that their floors had become 
almost a riv('T bottom. What had happened? 
That welcome visitor of the last few days 
in water-thrifty Hong Kong, rain, had turned 
into a "rain of terror." 

The people whose only shock was to plant 
their feet in water and mud were compara­
tively well off. More than fifty others did not 
wake up at all. They lay awash in the seething 
floods or were buried in the angry avalanches 
that engulfed the hilly terrain. Thirty more 
were missing and over sIxty were injured. 
More than 5,000 were homeless or had to be 
evacuated from homes that were in peril of 
avalanche or collaps£', 

Motorists who had parked their cars on 
one hlllside street ;faced the sad picture of an 
automotive junk heap at the foot of the hlll 
where a torrent of water from an overflowing 
reservoir had swept them all, a scene repeated 
many times. Farmers, liVestock growers and 
fishpond operators in the nearby rural areas 
of the "New Territories" lost heavily, though 
the staple crop ot rice was largely spared. 

Many a scene of terror was enacted on that 
disastrous night. Two journalists who had 
worked a late shift tried to cross a Hooded 
section of road on their way home. An onlooker 
In a nearby apartment saw them become en· 
gulfed in water while cllnging to a Une. Then 
one of them slipped. The other made a grab 
for him. But both were carried away to their 
deaths. A mother in a hillside "squatter hut" 
got her four children out of the hut, but then 
saw a mountain of sand and rocks bury it 
before her husband could get hIs mother out. 
A noted government schools officer left his 
home with his two sons to go bowling, but a 
landslide buried them before they could get 
their car away from the garage. 

But why should a mere rainstorm be so dis­
astrous to a colony that had weathered many 
a typhoon wJth less damage? For one thing, 
it wag not a "mere" rainstorm. From June 1 
until June 12 Hong Kong's Royal Observatory 
recorded 31.48 inches of rain, eompared. with 
0.83 inches for the same period last year. When 
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the deluge started in earnest, the observatory 
recorded 4.36 inches of rain during the one 
hour between 7 and 8 a.m. on June 12, the 
heaviest hour of rainfall ever recorded here 
since observations began in 1884. 

The unusually heavy rainfall the first few 
days of June had saturated the ground and 
weakened the holding power of the hillsides. 
Then the unprecedented downpour on June 12 
was added on top of that and the slopes could 
no longer bold tbeir weigbt. 

Road trame was stopped or greatly dis· 
rupted. At least three residential areas were 
completely cut off from the rest of the com· 
m\lnity. One of the worst hit was the fashion· 
able "Peak" area of Hong K'mg. The "Peak 
Tram" line was put out of service and bus 
roads were blocked by landSlides. The only 
way the colony's most affluent residents could 
get to the outside world was by picking their 
way down the tortuous courSe of the broken 
"Peak Tram" line. 

Many areas of. the colony were without elec· 
tricity, water and gas. The telephone company's 
central exchange was underwater and three· 
fourths of its lines out of action because of 
flooded equipment. Would·be air travelers could 
not get transportation to the airport. The 
Kowloon·Canton Railway was forced to sus· 
pend all services due to the landslides. 

More than 1,000 troops and Royal Navy men, 
plus large numbers of police and Civil Aid 
workers, toiled through the week following the 
"rain of terror," rescuing victims, clearing out 
mud and rock slides, sandbagging fiooded areas 
and cleaning up debris. However, a number of 
earth slippages remain well·nigh irreparable. 

Jehovah's witnesses in Hong Koilg feel a 
keen sense of regret at the loss of life and 
property, They know, however, that Almighty 
Gad did not bring the storm; it was no "act 
of God," as some claim, for when God acts he 
does not cause distress to good and bad alike. 
(Gen. 19:12, 13, 25) Such diSasters are part 
of the "unforeseen occurrence" that befalls men 
in this present system of things, (Eccl. 9:11) 
But soon, in God's new system of things, such 
disasters brought on by the weather Will be 
things of the past, for all the natural creation 
will be brought under control for man's benefit. 
God himself will guarantee the everlasting life 
in security of his obedIent people. 
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ly"Awahl" 
corr1llpondenl In the aahamas 

plain. However, most Bahami­
ans are used to the decimal cur­
rency from the United States 
and Canada due to their main 
industry, tourism. Many busi­
ness machines in use here now 
are designed for dollars and 
cents. Because of the rapid 
growth of the colony it was con­
sidered wise to change now, as 

A THREE-DOLLAR bill with a picture of 
holiday bathers on a beautiful beach 

may not appear to be genuine currency 
to some, but in the Bahamas such a bill 
is but one of a colorful new set of decimal 
currency with a difference. Along with 
the new currency, the Bahamas now has 
five-dollar coins, scalloped lO-cent pieces 
and square 15-cent pieces. Here is the 
story. 

Theoretically, the smaller the country 
the easier the task of changing the cur­
rency. So, keeping in step with many 
other countries, ,the Bahamas, officially on 
May 25 this year, changed from pounds, 
shillings and pence to dollars and cents. 
In other words, in place of dividing money 
by twelves and twenties, ,in three cate­
gories, a consistent Wlit of ten is now used. 

The obvious reasllln why most govern­
ments prefer decimal currency. in spite 
of the cost of changeover, is that it is 
easier to calculate in units of ten. In time, 
the changeover more than pays for itself, 
from the child in school to the banker, 
because of the simplification of every­
thing related to currency. 

Whenever a currency change occurs, 
there are those who are skeptical or com-
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the longer the wait the more 
machines there would be to change. 

The familiar name "dollar" was chosen 
because it inspires confidence in the pub­
lic, and because the people can quickly 
become familiar with it. Bahamians have 
actually used dollars fot' over one hun­
dred years, and the Colony is rapidly 
building a reputation as a banking center. 
Therefore an unknowti name was consid­
ered Wlwise. 

Use of the name dollar, however, does 
not make it identical in value to the dol­
lar of any other coUntry. For example, 
both the United States and Canada use 
the term "dollar," but their values are 
not equal. The new Bahamian dollar is 
worth approximately 98 cents in United 
States currency. Incidentally, when there 
is a possibility of confusion the Bahamian 
dollar is written "B$" instead of just the 
$ sign. 

Naturally, every businessman wanted to 
know who was going to pay for all this. 
After all, it meant either having his pres­
ent machines converted at a cost of from 
$80 to several hundred dollars, or going to 
the expense of purchasing new equipment. 
Gasoline pump meters, taxi meters, vend­
ing machines, as well as stationery, had to 
be changed. The government announced 
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that each company or individual would 
have to be responsible for the cost of con~ 
verting, as no income tax is levied upon 
the people. As disappointing as it was, 
businessmen quickly went about doing 
what they considered best in their indi~ 
vidual cases. 

The Main Difference 
While there is no doubt about the wis~ 

dom of the changeover for the local popu~ 
lation, the visiting tourist was very much 
in mind. Over a half million persons have 
visited the Bahamas already this year. It 
makes it much easier for the tourist to 
handle the money, and the new coins have 
become one of the most sought after nu­
mismatic items in the world. An avalanche 
of orders for the 70,000 special coin sets 
has already taken place. Tourists are ex­
. pected to return to their homes with sou­
venir money from the Bahamas, leaving 
their money in exchange. 

Well, then, what is the difference? A 
huge $5 coin tops the nine coins. A large 
$2 coin shows two flamingoes; the Sl coin 
bears a conch shell; the 50~cent piece, a 
blue marlin jumping; the 25-cent coin, a 
native sloop scene; the square I5~cent 
piece, a hibiscus blossom; and the IO-cent 
piece, two bonefish. The pure nickel 25~ 
cent pieces are obnoxious to vending ma~ 
chine operators, however, as they attract 
the magnet in coin-operated equipment; 
and the magnet, being the classifier of 
genuine or counterfeit coins, rejects them. 

When it comes to vending machines, it 
takes no stretch of the imagination to 
visualize the difficulty there will be with 
the challenging square 15-cent specimens! 

This paper money does not look staid 
and formal. It may not even look like cold, 
hard cash. The Wlusually colorful bills in­
clude the blue $100 bill with a picture of 
deep-sea fishing, a marlin jumping out of 
the ocean and a sports fishing boat in the 
background. The $50 bill presents a mar­
ket scene with a man carrying bananas, 
while a native sloop rides restfully at an­
chor. Then there is the surrey with the 
fringe on top, a popular mode of tourist 
travel, on the $20 bill. Another bill, the 
$10 one, has a picture of the beautiful 
flamingoes. The $5 bill, the most formal 
of all, has Government House on it. And 
the aforementioned $3 bill depicts holiday 
bathers on Paradise Beach. The $1 bill 
shows the Sea Gardens and colorful fish 
around the coral at the sea bottom, and 
last and of least value is the 50-cent bill 
in wine red, illustrating the straw market. 
Thus nine coins and eight bills make up 
the collection. All the bills have a beautiful 
conch shell as a watermark. 

Now the change has taken pJace. Cash~ 
iers and clerks are puzzling over the three 
monies now in use, the old Bahamian ster­
ling, the new Bahamian dollars and United 
States dollars. They are good-natured 
about it and hope that their accounts will 
balance. 

I/~IV U"Dul tt.. eam.l! 
The Bedouins who roam the Arabian deserts look to the C'amei as a source of 

transportation, food and shelter. During their long trips across the inhospitable 
desert a camel can travel thirty miles a day with a load of 350 to 550 pounds. In 

addition to using camel milk for food, the Bedouins usc the animal's dung in build· 
ing shelters and as fuel for cooking. As far as upkeep Is concerned, camels can 

thrive on vegetation that other grazing animals reject. This useful anImal can 
drink fifteen gallons of water at one time. Apparently the camel suffers no ill effects 
if the only water that the Bedouins can find Is brackish. Understandably, the camel 

is considered an extremely useful animal. 

26 AWAKE! 



LET'S HAVE A LOOK AT INFANT BAPTISM 
By "Awake!" correspondent In Greece 

IT WAS a big day for Petros. ~or one 
thing, this was the very first tIme he 

went to church. My, what an imposing and 
ornate place it was! And there stood the 
Orthodox priest in full array. But the 
statements he made and those strange 
band movements meant little to Petros, 
for he was a mere infant. B~sides all the 
other happenings, which included that dip­
ping into a font of water that seemed to 
disturb him, the child was named then 
and there. What took place has been re­
peated thousands upon thousands of times 
throughout the centuries. Petros had just 
been baptized. 

If we are to take the word of Professor 
Andrutsos of Athens University. some­
thing special happened in this baby's life 
at that time in addition to his being for-, , 
mally named Petros. In the professor s 
work Dogmatics of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church, he wrote: "Infants, though nec­
essarily destitute of faith and any other 
preparation, have been found ... recep­
tive of the grace of baptism, being unable 
to raise any impediment to the grace .... 
Just as without their will they naturally 
share in the forefather'S sin, with stronger 
reason can they become sharers of the 
Lord's redemptive grace."-Page 335, 
Chap. m. 

Many thus view infant baptism as a 
sacrament imparting spiritual benefit. And 
it has indeed been practiced for centuries. 
But, when did it begin? 

Searching lor Its Beginning 
There is little question that infant bap­

tism had an early origin. Some think there 
is allusion to it in the writings of Irenaeus, 
who lived during the second century of our 
Common Era. He declared: "He [Christ] 
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came to save all through meani.,. of Him­
self-all, I say, who through Him are 
born again to God-infants, and children,. 
and boys, and youths, and old men." (Ire­
naeus Against Heresies, Book II, Chap. 
XXII. Par. 4) However, neither these 
words nor the context specifically indi­
cate that there was a general practice of 
infant baptism among professed Chris­
tians in the days of Irenaeus. Therefore, 
they cannot be cited as positive proof that 
infant baptism was in vogue among true 
Christians of that time. 

Justin Martyr wrote his Apology about 
138 C.E. In it he indicated that within the 
congregation there were then "many per­
sons of both sexes, some sixty and some 
seventy years old, who had been made dis­
ciples to Christ from their infancy." That, 
however, is not conclusive evidence that 
such individuals had been baptized as in­
fants. In chapters 61 and 65 of his Apolo­
gy, Justin Martyr dealt with dedication 
and baptism, but did not say that infants 
underwent baptism. In fact, his comments 
would tend to rule out babies. For exam­
ple, he stated: "As many as are persuad~d 
and believe that what we teach and say IS 

true, and tmdertake to be able to live ac­
cordingly, are instructed to pray and .to 
entreat God with fasting, for the rerms­
sion of their sins that are past, we pray­
ing and fasting with them. Then they are 
brought by us where there is water, and 
are regenerated in the same manner in 
which we were ourselves regenerated." 
(Chap. 61) The terms employed obviously 
would not apply to an infant. 

Infant baptism was discussed to some 
extent in t1i.e days of Tertullian, who was 
converted to Christianity about 190 C.E. 
This is indicated by remarks he made in 
his treatise entitled De Baptismo. Therein, 
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in Chapter 18, he wrote: "According to 
the circumstances and disposition, and 
even age, of each individual, the delay of 
baptism is preferable; principally, how­
ever, in the case of little children .... The 
'Lord does indeed say, 'Forbid them not to 
come unto me.' Let them 'come,' then, 
while they are growing up; let them 'come' 
while they are learning, while they are 
learning whither to come; let them become 
Christians when they have become able 
to know Christ. . .. Let them know how 
to 'ask' for salvation, that you may seem 
(at least) to have given 'to him that 
asketh.' " So, infant baptism evidently was 
a topic of discussion in the Christian con­
gregation of Tertullian's day. However, 
the extent to which it was practiced can­
not be definitely ascertained. 

Origen (185-254 C.E.) made reference 
to baptism of infants. He wrote: "Accord­
ing to the usage of the chW'ch, baptism 
is given even to infants; when, if there 
were nothing in infants which needed for­
giveness and mercy, the grace of baptism 
would seem to be superfluous." (Homil. 
VIII in Levit. ch. xii) Again he, stated: 
"Infants are baptized for the forgiveness 
of sins." (Homil. in Vue. xiv) Further, 
Origen declared in his commentary on 
Romans: "For this cause it was that the 
chW'ch received a tmdition from the apos­
tles to give baptism even to infants." (Lib. 
v, cap. 9) So, by the third century C.E. 
infant baptism was apparently not unu· 
sual and at least Origen assumed that it 
was practiced in keeping with apostolic 
tradition. Of cow-se, that does not mean 
that his conclusion was correct. 

Bishops of the Third Council of Car­
thage (253 C.E.) maintained that children 
should be baptized as soon as possible after 
birth. According to Augustine, who lived 
from 354 to 430 C.E., infants that died un-
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baptized' were excluded from the kingdom 
of heaven due to original sin. 

Not a First-Century Christian Practice 
Interesting, however, is what is said 

under "Baptism" in the Eleftherudakis 
Cyclopedic Lexicon, 1927, page 918: "Dur· 
ing the early years of the Church, the one 
to be baptized was previously catechized 
in the Christian doctrine, and then was 
baptized after shOWing tangible evidence 
that he became strong in faith." It is not 
reasonable to think that such evidence 
could be provided by mere infants. Anoth· 
er reference work observes: "At a very 
early period in the history of the church, 
baptism seems to have been administered 
to infants, but it was not until the 5th 
century that it became fully established 
as the Wliversal practice of the Christian 
church."-The New Funk & Wagnalls En­
cyclrYpedia, 1952, Volume 3, page 1002. 

In considering first-century Christiani_ 
ty, religious historian Augustus Neander 
wrote: "Faith and baptism were always 
connected with one another; and thus it 
is in the highest degree probable that bap. 
tism was performed only in the instances 
where both could meet together, and that 
the practice of infant baptism was un· 
known at this period .... That not till so 
late a period as (at least certainly not ear· 
lier than) lrenaeus, a trace of infant bap· 
tism appears, and that it first became ree· 
ognised as an apostolic tradition in the 
course of the third century, is evidence 
rather against than jor the admission of 
its apostolic origin."-Hmtory of the 
Planting and Training of the Christian 
Church, 1864, page 162. 

What Does the Bible Show? 
Jesus set the example for his followers 

in the matter of baptism. Luke relates: 
"Now when all the people were baptized, 
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Jesl,lS also was baptized •.. Furthermore, 
Jesus himself, when he commenced his 
work, was about thirty years old." (Luke 
3:21, 23) Jesus was then certainly old 
enough to know what he was doing; hewas 
no mere infant. When Jesus was baptized, 
he was mature and gave public evidence 
of a complete presentation of himself 
to Jehovah to do the will of his heav­
enly Father. (Heb. 10:5-7) The purpose of 
Christian baptism today is not to wash 
away sins. How could it be, When Jesus 
set the example and "he committed no sin, 
nor' was deception found in his mouth"? 
(1 Pet. 2:22) Forgiveness comes, not by 
the act of baptism, but from Jehovah 
through Christ to those who exercise faith 
in "the Lamb of God that takes away the 
sin of the world."-John 1:29; 3:16, 36. 

When Jesus Christ commissioned his 
followers, he did not instruct them to bap­
tize infants, but declared: "Go therefore 
and make disciples of people of all the na­
tions, baptizing them . . . teaching them 
to observe all the things I have command­
ed you." (Matt. 28:19, 20) Obviously, 
Christ had in mind persons old enough fo 
think on information provided and then 
become disciples. In fact, on Pentecost of 
33 C.E. the ones baptized were "those who 
embraced [Peter's] word heartily," not in­
fants who could not understand. (Acts 2: 
41) When the evangelist Philip taught in 
Samaria, those who believed and Wlder­
went baptism were "men and women," no 
mention being made gf infants.-Acts 8: 
4-13. 

Nineteen centuries ago the apostle Paul 
visited the city of Athens and preached on 
the Areopagus, a site frequented by many 
travelers to this day. After his effective 
speech "some men joined themselves' to 
him and became believers, among whom 
also were Dionysius, a judge of the court 
of the Areopagus, and a woman named 
Damaris, and others besides them." (Acts 
17: 33, 34) They were Wldoubtedly bap­
tized, but we have no record to the effect 
that Paul baptized infants here in Athens, 
in all of Greece, or, for that matter, at any 
time or place. 

That misconceptions should arise re­
specting baptism among professing Chris­
tians should not surprise us. Even rank 
apostasy was foretold. (2 Thess. 2:2, 3; 
1 Tim. 4: 1, 2) In the first century C.E. 
some abandoned the Christian congrega­
tion, and the aged apostle John said of 
them: "They went out from us, but they 
were not of our sort." (i John 2:18, 19) 
If outright apostasy was already rife at 
that time, we could well expect to note 
some departures from Biblical views there­
after, as in the matter of infarit baptism. 

Infant baptism is not practiced by the 
thousands of Christian witnesses of Jeho­
vah in Greece today, nor by their fellow 
believers earth wide. Yet, as in the case 
of Timothy of old, their children are in­
structed in the holy writings. (2 Tim. 1: 
5; 3:14, 15) This is done with a view 
toward their eventual dedication to God 
and baptism. However, a candid look at 
the situation reveals that infant baptism 
itself had no early Christian or Scriptural 
origin. 

The Day. of the Week and the Jews 
Among the ancient Israelites, the days of the week were not given 

names but were sfinply designated by number, the exception being the 
seventh day called the sabbath. (Ex. 20:8) This was also true in the time 
of Jesus and his apostles, although the day before the /Sabbath came to 
be called the "Preparatlon."-Matt. 28:1: Acts 20:7; Mark 15:42; John 
19:31. 
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Mass Murdel"S '*' Criminal violence 'reachcd 
a new peak of horror on 
August 1 in Austin, Tcxas, 
when 25-year-old student 
Charles J_ Whitman climbed 
to tlJ.e observation platform of 
the 27-story·hlgh University of 
Texas tower and, with an ar­
senal of guns, shot at anyone 
who came Into his sight. Be­
fore police bullets killed the 
sniper, he fatally shot 14 per­
sons· and wounded 30 others. 
Before climbing to the perch, 
Whitman had already mur· 
dered his mother and his wife. 
A note he left SaId: "I don't 
quite understand what is com· 
pelling me to type this note. 
I've been having fears and 
violent impulses_" 

The mass murders tha.t 
turned the university campus 
into a battleground .followed 
less than three weeks after 
another mass Slaying. This 
was the systematic stabbing 
and strangling of eight stu­
dent nurses in their Chicago 
residence, A 25-year·old man, 
Richard Speck, was charged 
with the murders. The eight 
girls made no strenuous ef­
forts to scream or escape as 
they were being led away, one 
by onE'. One nurse surVived by 
hiding under a bed when the 
killer left the room with a 
victim, None of the eight girls 
uttered more than "a little 
scream," said the survivor. 
Meanwhile, Los Angeles Clini-
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cal Psychiatrist Martin Grot­
Jahn, commenting on psy­
eh?tic murderers in general, 
sald that many of them "have 
a feeling that there is a demon 
within themselves."~Time, 
August 12, 1966, 

Europe's Longest Bridge Opens 
<f> Opened to traffic August 7, 
Portugal's Salazar Bridge over 
the broad Tagus River, js 

Europe's Iongpst bridge, with 
a main span of 3,323 feet. The 
new bridge is the world's 
fifth.longest, follOWing the 
VerrazaJlo-Narrows, Golden 
Gate, Mackinac and George 
Washington. The Salazar 
Bridge, however, is the world's 
longest bridge designed for 
both highway and railway 
traffic. A lower·deck railroad 
system will eventually be 
added. 

Greatest SolBr ActiVity 
<f> The EVening BUn or Balti· 
more recently rcported on the 
long·range theories of leading 
theoretical meteorologists on 
five of the w.orld's continents. 
Their the<)ry is that storms 
this spring were but a fore· 
runner of much more violent 
we::t~er to come dUring the reo 
mammg years of this decade. 
More and more "worst stonos 
of the century" are expected. 
According to Russian, British, 
American and Australian so. 
lar scientists, there will be a 
steady intensification of sun-

spots and solar tiares. "Tn 
fact," said The Evening Sun, 
"solar scientists now seem con· 
fident that the sun will reach 
its greatest activity in record· 
ed history around Ig70." 

PriOJity for Supersonic Jet 
<f> The highest possible manu· 
facturing priority has been 
given by the V.S. gcwernment 
to a supcrsonic airliner. This 
action was takC'n by President 
Joh,nson last April but not 
made public till August. The 
super jet would hold 300 pas· 
sengers, and fly at a speed of 
1,800 miles per hour. Britain 
and France are bullding a 
smaller, slower model called 
the Concorde. Russia is also 
reported to be working on a 
supersonic airliner. 

LSD Patients on Increase 
<f> Despite recent sUff U.S. 
regUlations on drug abuse, the 
usage of the drug LSD is 
spreading to lower age·groups, 
including junior high school 
students, according to a r('cent 
doctors' report pubLished in 
the Journal of the American 
Medical Association. The doc· 
tors' report was ba$ed on pa· 
tients at the University of 
California's Neuropsychiatric 
Institute. The report shows 
that cases ari$lng from LSD 
usage now range from 5 to 
15 a month, compared to a 
previous rate oj one every two 
months. The long.lasting effeet 
of the drug LSD caused some 
patients to he hospitalized up 
to five months, despite the fact 
that little or no LSD remained 
in their brains after the first 
day or so. The drug victims 
complained of hallucil1ations. 
depressions, confusion and 
anxiety. In some cases, symp· 
tom!;; disappeared after use of 
LSD was discontinued. only to 
return weeks later. 

8\vlmmers Ignore Warning 
<f> It was a hot day in Japan. 
91 degrees, and a million and 
a half persons swarmcd to the 
beaches. Officials, however, 
had issued warnings not to 
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swim in the ocean, since the 
water was unusually rough, 
having been disturbed by ty­
phoons. But many insisted. on 
swimming, and a report from 
Tokyo on that day (August 7) 
indicated that at least 72 swlm· 
mers drowned and 30 were re­
ported. missing. 

Shocking Crime Rise + The Fed.eral Bureau of In­
vestigation Issued its annual 
report on July 28. It revealed. 
shocking statistics: In the U.S. 
there is now a murder every 
hour, a rape every 23 minutes, 
a burglary every 27 seconds, a 
car stolen every minute. Our· 
ing the past five years, crime 
has gone up 46 percent, six 
times as fast as the population 
increase; and arrests for 
young persons under 18 have 
gone up 47 percent. Crime rose 
6 percent in 1965, with more 
than $1,000,000,000 in property 
stolen, 5,600 persons murdered 
and 34,700 assaulted with 
guns. The biggest increase in 

any type of crime was in rape, 
up by 9 percent. Los Angeles 
and Miami were listed as hav· 
ing the highest crime rates for 
cities; with Milwaukee and 
Buffalo the lowest among rna· 
jar cities. 

Sheep Meet Disaster 
.. One of the strangest hap· 
penings in the history of 
France's Alpine region near 
Bourg St. Maurice took place 
when a flock of 2,100 sheep 
were left unattended. During 
the shepherd's absence, the 
flock somehow divided in hall. 
One group was later found 
in another pasture; the other 
went in a different direction 
and, lIke lemmings, had 
plunged off a high clift' to theIr 
deaths. 

Foods with Blood 
+ DIscussing unusual fooos 
of the world, the Los Angeles 
Herald·Examiner "California 
Living" magazine recently 
mentioned some foods con· 

talning blood, of interest to 
Christians who desire to abo 
stain from eating blood. (Acts 
15:28, 29) Brazil has a stew 
called sarapatel that contains 
coagulated blood, organs and 
meat. Mexico has a regional 
specialty called cabrito en su 
sangre (kid in its blood). And 
"the French," it was pointed 
out, "use rabbit and chicken 
blood to thicken some dishes." 

Juvenile Crime 
+ France's Ministry of Youth 
and Sports announced in 
August that the number of 
youthful criminals In French 
prisons had risen from 500 
ten years ago to 4,500 now. 
The police handled 15,000 cas· 
es of juvenile delinquency an· 
nually ten years ago, but now 
they handle more than 45,000 
a year. The report indicated 
that 85 p'ercent of the delin· 
quents in prison are there for 
stealing automobiles, a type of 
crime that hardly existed a 
decade ago. 

"(? 
Jinging and Accompan';fing '/jourJe!veJ 

with ffluJic in '/jour ..JJearfJ" 

This new songbook of 128 pages contains 119 
songs. All the words and music are original com~ 
positions designed to give praise to Jehovah God 
and to emphasize his qualities and his purpose 
towar~ mankind. They will lift your spirits and 
rejoice yoUr heart. 

Paper bound, blue-edged, 1/6 (for Australia, 20c; 
for South Africa, 14c). 
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How free ;s "free"? 
N EVER before in man's history has there been 

the need for righteously administered gov~ 
ernment that there is today. This past half cen­
tury is unparalleled in the radical changes that 
have taken place in every phase of life. Although 
rule by monarchs has practically disappeared, the 
new wave of democratic and socialistic govern­
ments that has swept in has left in its wake revo­
lutions, riots, even massacres. Science has rocket­
ed us from the beginnings of powered air flight to 
manned spacecrafts, and automation has lightened 
man's work load and furnished him with a variety 
of luxuries, yet problems between labor and man­
agement have multiplied manyfold. Throughout 
the earth, even in the "free world," man's life is 
governed by a great complex of factors that are 
completely beyond his control. In the midst of it 
all, three-quarters of our human family goes hun­
gry and even the prosperous people of the U.S.A. 
find it necessary to wage a "war on poverty." 
Thinking people are truly asking themselves, 
"How free is 'free'?" 

A STRIKING answer was provided this sum­
mer in the international series of "God's 

Sons of Liberty" Assemblies of Jehovah's Wit­
nesses. The stimulating talks delivered at these 
assemblies thrilled hundreds of thousands. They 
are soon to be printed in The Watchtower. Watch 
for them! Send today for your SUbscription and 
enjoy them, as well as all the other heart-cheering 
information this -fine Bible journal contains. 

The WATCHTOWER 
One year, only 7/6 (for Australia, $1; for South Afrita, 

70cJ 
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