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wake

“It is already the hour for you to awake.”
—Remans 123:11

®
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VERYONE at some

time or another
thinks about the future.
True, many persons are
concerned only with the
immediate future—tomorrow or next week
—but others think much farther ahead.
They wonder, What kind of world will it
be in the years to come? Which ruler or
government will control the earth? Will
my children live in a peaceful world? Or
will some disaster finally destroy the earth
and all life on it?

Can anyone give reliable answers to
guch questions? It is obviously beyond the
powers of mortal men to know with cer-
tainty what the future holds, Why, hu-
mans cannot even be sure about the hap-
penings of tomorrow or next week, much
less years from now! But there is One
who knows. That One is man’s Creator,
the Most High God. He knows “from the
beginning the finale, and from long ago the
things that have not been done.”—Iga. 46:
10.

What is more, God has often. revealed
future events to man long before they hap-
pened. Even today his Word, the Bible,
eontains prophecies regarding things that
are yet to occur in the future, It is vital
that you now give careful consideration to
these Bible prophecies.

But some -persons may object that it
does no good to be so concerned about the
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future. “We have no control over what is
to occur,” they say. “Whatever will hap-
pen, will happen.” It is true that whatever
God prophesies will come to pass, but it is
also true that if one knows in advance
what is to occur he can take action that
will benefit himself and his loved ones.

For instance, if advance warning is giv-
en regarding an approaching hurricane,
persons can take lifesaving measures. They
benefit greatly by knowing the future.
Similarly with Bible prophecy. When you
know what God has foretold for our day
you can act wisely in harmony with the
advance information. This is vitally im-
portant, for God’s great prophet Jesus
Christ foretold for-our day “great tribula-
tion such as has not occurred since the
world’s beginning until now, no, nor will
occur again.'—Matt. 24:21.

Knowledge of Bible prophecy will pre-
pare you to survive this “great tribula-
tion,” and to enjoy a lasting, happy future.
As the following articles stimulate your
thinking about the future, heed the words
of Jesus Christ: “Keep awake, then, all
the time making supplication that you
may succeed in escaping all these things
that are destined to occur.”—Luke 21:36.
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ACKNOWLEDGING

OW do you feel when mention is made
of the Most High God? Do you believe
that he is truly almighty? Do you feel so
strongly about it that you would at no
time go contrary to his will expressed in
the Bible? Do you have absolute confi-
dence in his promises for the future?
One who truly believes in God’s al-
mightiness does not acknowledge it simply
by lip service. Words mean nothing if one
behaves in an underhanded, clandestine
manner. The Most High God will soon
humble all who ignore his laws, regardless
of their worldly prominence.

A Mighty King Learns God Is Almighty

Mighty King Nebuchadnezzar of ancient
Babylon had God's almightiness forcefully
impressed upon his mind, In the sixth cen-
tury before the Common Era that world-
conquering monarch made the city of Bab-
ylon a gorgeous showpiece. Temples and
palaces sparkled with gold. His own palace
was a tremendous guadrangular building,
whose outer ramparts of masonry were
nearly seven miles in extent. He called it
“The Admiration of Mankind.”

No wonder people admired it! Within
the enclosure of the royal palace was one
of the seven wonders of the ancient world
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—the hanging gardens of Babylon, This
four-acre terraced garden, built on arches
of masonry, reached seventy-five to three
hundred feet into the air. It was overlaid
with enough soil to nourish the largest
trees. And nestled among these forest
trees was a profusion of the choicest flow-
ers and shrubs. Brooks dashed down arti-

" ficial crags. What beauty! How dazzling

the scene from atop that royal palace! The
city's walls, the river, the quays, the boats,
the magnificent streets, the splendid build-
ings—the whole panorama of Babylon’s
glory lay spread below,

Walking on the roof of his royal palace
and admiring it all, King Nebuchadnezzar
glowed with pride. From his own previous
experience he had good reason to show
humility before the all-wise Creator; but
he became haughty and boasted: “Is not
this Babylon the Great, that I myself have
built for the royal house with the strength
of my might and for the dignity of my
majesty?’—Dan. 4:30; 2:1.47; 3:1-29.

At that moment of prideful boasting Al-
mighty God humbled Nebuchadnezzar, im-
pressing upon him His own superiority.
While Nebuchadnezzar was yet speaking,
a voice from heaven announced that his
kingdom would be ripped from him, and
he would wander about with the animals
of the field. For what purpose? To teach
Nebuchadnezzar “that the Most High is
Ruler in the kingdom of mankind, and that
to the one whom he wants to he gives it.”
—Dan. 4:31-33,

Did this chastising of boastiul Nebu-
chadnezzar have the desired humbling ef-
fect? Yes, it did. For later, when coming
to his senses, he stated: “I blessed the
Most High himself . . . he is doing accord-
ing to his own will among the army of the
heavens and the inhabitants of the earth.
And there exists no one that can check
his hand or that can say to him, ‘What
have you been doing?’ "—Dan. 4:34; 35.
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Acknowledge God’s Almightiness Today

We, t0o, need to acknowledge God’s al-
mightiness. There is no person or natien
or alllance of nations that is stronger
than He is. In God's hand lie all the
natural forces. What power! Why, just one
moderate-sized earthquake generates more
power than all the nuclear bombs exploded
in human history! God used such natural
forces to thwart the wicked in the past,
-and he promises to employ such powerful
elements in the future—1 Sam. 14:15;
Job 38:22, 23. _

The potential energy is staggering. Ob-
served the New York Times of February
1, 1966, after a recent snowstorm: ‘“The
bitter cold, the abundant snow and the
piercing wind combined to give us all a
humbling lesson on the enormous energy
at nature's disposal and the impact it can
have upon men’s petty plans.

F[‘!-[E Rible is a book of prophecy. It fore-
told long in advance the rise and fall
of world empires. In remarkable detail it
describes conditions that would prevail in
the “last days,” telling the outcome of the
struggle between the Communist and
Western democratic powers. It also de-
scribes in detail the identity and the works
of the Ruler who will replace all the pres-
ent political potentates and exercise glob-
al control.

What God has recorded in the Bible is
nothing. vague and indefinite. In fact, at
times prophecies are so specific as to give
details regarding events and the very
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-“These days scientists can send rockets
to the moon, to Mars and to Venus; but for
many hours on Sunday ailrlines were
grounded, cities cut off, and the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad could not send trains from
Baltimgre to Washington. . . . Even the
most powerful hydrogen bomb ever ex-
ploded was but a puny force compared to
the sources of the atmospheric maelstrom
that produced such disruption all along the
Atlantic Seaboard.”

Really, what is man when compared
with God? Ged is Almighty! Absolutely
nothing in opposition to him can succeed.
He may tolerate it for a time, but at his
appointed time it will come to ruin. How
foolish it would be for us to chart a course
in life that brings us into conflict with His
prophetic Word! The wise thing, therefore,
is to learn God’'s will and conform to it.
What he has in store is for the eternal
blessing of obedient mankind.

The Bible RiZi222n mm

names of the persons involved, and this
even before these persons were born! Con-
sider two examples.

A Judean King Foretold by Name

In 997 B.C.E. a split occurred in the Is-
raelite kingdom of southwest Asia; ten
northern tribes rebelled against the royal
tribe of Judah and formed a separate gov-
ernment under King Jeroboam. To pre-
vent the pecple from returning to the tem-
ple at Jerusalem to worship, Jeroboam
constructed an altar and installed a priest-
hood at Bethel, a town about ten miles
north of Jerusalem. Then he said to the
people: “It is too much for you to go up
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to Jerusalem. Here is your God, O Israel.”
—1 Ki. 12:28,

This was not pleasing to Jehovah God,
and he sent a prophet from Judah to ex-
press his displeasure. According to the Bi-
ble record, the prophet said: “O altar, al-
tar, this is what Jehovah has said, ‘Look!
A son born to the house of David, whose
name is Josiah! And he will certainly sac-
rifice upon you the priests of the high
places that are making sacrificial smoke
upon you, and men’s bones he will burn
upon you.’ ”=-1 Ki. 13:1-5,

Was it a reasonable assumption that
someday a king would bear the name Jo-
siah and perform this work? Not at all!
For only two persons of all the many
hundreds mentioned in the Bible are
named Josiash. Besides, most of the rulers
of Judah were supporters of idel worship
-—very unlikely candidates for such bold
action against idolatry! Well, then, was a
king named Josiah born in the house of
David? Did he burn priests’ bones on the
altar at Bethel?

Yes! One named Josiah was born in the
kingly line of David! The Bible record
says: “The altar that was in Bethel, .. . he
pulled down. . . . When Josiah turned, he
got to see the burial places that were
there in the mountain, So hHe sent and took
the bones from the burial places and
burned them upon the altar, that he might
make it unfit for worship . . . Accordingly
he sacrificed all the priests of the high
places that were there upon the altars
and burned human bones upon them.”
—.2 Ki, 23:15-20.

Think of it! Over three hundred years in
advance Jehovah God foretold by name
the very person that would desecrate Beth-
el’s altar! '

Babylon’s Conqueror Foretold by Name
On another occasion Jehovah God
through his prophet Isaiah foretold the
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name of the man who would conguer Bab-
ylon—and that well over a hundred years
before he was born! In the eighth century
before the Common Era, nearly two hun-
dred years before the Medes and Persians
defeated Babylon and permitted the cap-
tive Jews to return to Jerusalem, Jeho-
vah God had the following prophecy re-
corded:

“The One saying of Jerusalem, “She
will be inhabited,” and of the cities of Ju-
dah, “They will be rebuilt, and her desclat-
ed places I shall raise up”; . .. the One say-
ing of Cyrus, “He is my shepherd, and all
that I delight in he will completely carry
out”; even in my saying of Jerusalem, “She
will be rebuilt,” and of the temple, “You
will have your foundation laid.” ' This is
what Jehovah has said to his anointed one,
to Cyrus, whose right hand I have taken
hold of, to subdue before him nations.”
—Isa, 44:26-45:1. ’

True fto God’s Word, in 539 B.C.E. the

_Persian general Cyrus did subdue Bab-

ylon! But what about the prophecy regard-
ing Cyrus’ arranging for rebuilding Jeho-
vah’s temple? Was this fulfilled?

The Israelite priest historian Kzra ex-
plains that, not long after his conquest of
Babylon, Cyrus issued the decree: “Who-
ever there is among you of all his people,
. « . let him go up to Jerusalem, which is
in Judah, and rebuild the house of Jeho-
vah the God of Israel.” Years later a Per-
sian king named Darius located a record
of this decree, not in the writings of the
Hebrews, but in the royal archives at Ec-
batana, and it governed his decision rela-
tive to completing work on the temple.
~—Ezra 1:1-3; 6:1-15.

How remarkably the Bible foretells the
future! Yet Jehovah God inspired the re-
cording of prophecies, not only about such
men as Josiah and Cyrus, but even con-
cerning what the future holds for people
living today.—2 Pet. 1:20, 21.

AWAKE!?



The Book of Never-failing Prophecies

“Beyond AH Manner of Doubt”

® In his volume “The Supremacy of the Bible,”
). Mercier McMullen states: “'The Septuagint,
or franslation by the Seventy of the Old
Testament, from the dying or dead Hebrew
language into the living Greek tongue, made
for Ptolemy Philadelphus, in the earlier part
of the third century B.C., forms an epoch in
Biblical literature, so clearly fixed and certain,
os to be beyond all manner of question what-
aver, The canon of the Hebrew scriptures was
thus definitely determined, and crystallised
into a living language then more widely spoken
than any other. The charge, therefors, cannot
be made that any prophecies were afterwards
forged to bolster up, in any direction, either
Jewish or Christian opinion. We must, ac-
cordingly, accept the evidence of the existence
of the prophetic books of the Old Testament
just as they stand in the Septuagint. This
position is logically incontrovertible, and be-
yond all manner of doubt. Any one fulfilled
praphecy is sufficient to indicate o prescience
more than human; but the collective force of
gll the prophecies, taken together, is such
that nothing more can be necessary to prove
the interposition of Omniscience than the es-
tablishment of their avthenticity,"—P, 448,

: Standing Miracles

® "Where a prophecy is admitted to be an-
dent, and proved to be authentic, there the
voice of God has spoken,' says the preface
to Alexander XKeith’'s bhook "The Evidence
of Prophecy.” 'The prophecies ara indeed,
standing miracles.”’ Regarding these, Alexander
Keith himself says: “The multiplicity and pre-
cision of the prophecies contained in Scripture
is such, that no bond of the most subtie de-
ceivers could ever have pretended, or ever
did pretend to any such clear ond close in-
spection of futurity; or if, fo uphold any system,
they had made the tridl, they would only have
been forging the readiest means of detecting
their own imposition; ond would have left it
to every succeeding event, which they had
aitempted to foretell, to mar their purpose,
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and to mark them as lying prophets. . . . The
antiquity of Scripture is indisputable. , , .
Tacitus, the celebrated Roman historian, who
lived in the first century, in referring to prophe-
cies contained in [The Hebrew Scriptures],
speaks of the books of the Jewish priests as
at that time ancient. ., . . The wonderful nature
of the events that have ever occurred in the
history of the world renders unnecessary even
a single remark to show that they are such
as mortal man could never have foreseen,
Each speaks for itself. And oll of them declare,
with one united voice, that tha word which re-
vealed them is indeed Divine."—Pp. xv, 21-23,

Scientifically Examined

@ “in every respect the authority of the Bible,
from the most severely scientific point of view,
stands higher to-day than it did a century
ago,” declared Sir Frederic G. Kenyon, former
Director and Principal Librarian of the British
Museum, “The faith of those who believed in
the face of difficulties has been vindicated.”
—"Journal of the Transactions of the Yictoria
Institute,” Vol. LXXIX.

The Testimony of History

® Speaking of the prophecies in the books
of Daniel and Revelation regarding the rise
and fall of world empires, Thomas Newton
wrote in "'Dissertations on the Prophecies™:
"Their prophecies may really be said o be «
summary of the history of the world, and the
history of the world is the best comment upon
their prophecies. | must confess it woes my
application to history that first struck me, with-
out thinking of it, with the amazing justness
of the Scripture-prophecies. | observed the
predictions all along to be verified in the
course of events: and the more you know of
ancienf and modern times, and the farther
you search into the truth of histary, the more
you will be satisfled of the truth of prophecy.
. « » What strange disingenuity must it be, when
there is all the evidence that history can afford
for the prophecy, and in many cases even
ocular demonstration for the completion, to
be still obstinate and unbelieving?''—P. 6335.
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PROPHETIC

HAT has been in the news this past

week? Has it been continued fight-
ing between Communist guerrillas and sol-
diers of the democratic Western nations?
famine threatening the lives of millions in
the East and elsewhere? “natural” disas-
ters from earthquakes or storms? increase
in crime? reports of persons dying from
heart failure, cancer or other disease?
homes disrupted by juvenile delinquency
and adult divorce? emphasis on the pur-
suit of pleasure?

Yes, indeed. All these things have been
in the news. Yet not only have they been
reported in your newspaper; they were
also foretold in the Bible many centuries
ago. Why not open your Bible and read
what it says about their meaning? You
- will find it set out in detail in Matthew,
chapter 24; Mark, chapter 13; Luke, chap-
ter 21; 2 Timothy, chapter 3; and Daniel,
chapter 11, It will be a source of great
encouragement to you to appreciate that
God foresaw the conditions with which we
are faced and that he has had recorded
for us a clear statement as to their out-
come, Knowledge of what that outcome
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will be is vital for each one of us,
if we are to guide our course of
life in wisdom.

Quitcome of International
Power Struggple

Undoubtedly, one aspect of cur-
rent events that has caused you
anxiety is the international
power struggle that

rages between the po-

litical camps called the

East and the West, It

has already made to be

common terminology
phrases such as ‘balance
of terror,” ‘kill capability,’
‘space race’ and ‘escalation.’
And it daily threatens to erupt in-
to World War III. But did you know that
Jehovah Ged has already determined the
final outcome of this struggle for world
control?

If you will open vour Bible to Daniel,
chapter 11, you can turn the prophetic
spotlight of the Scriptures on this conflict
between the “democratic” and “commu-
nistic’”’ nations, The prophecy recorded
there will aid you to know what the fu-
ture holds. : :

The prophet Daniel described a long-
drawn-out warfare between opposing gov-
ernments, running from ancient Greece
down to our day. Since the nations or
blocs were at one time north and south
of Daniel’s people in Jerusalem, the proph-
ecy refers to them as the “king of the
north” and the “king of the south.” Far-
sightedly the prophecy did not mention
the names of the two ‘kings,” since their
identity was to change over the course of
centuries. However, the facts of history in
fulfillment of this reliable Bible prophecy
identify primarily today the Soviet Union
as the final “king of the north” and pri-
marily the opposing Anglo-American com-
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bine as the Iast “king of the south,”* Yes,
the prophecy touches our lives!

After discussing material that is now
history, the prophecy focuses on our gen-
eration and centers particular attention on
the atheistic, communistic “king of the
north.” What does it say he will do? “The
‘king will actually do according to his own
will, and he will exalt himself and magnify
himself above every god.” (Dan. 11:36)
Has that happened? Without question it
has, for since the downfall of Hitlerian
Nazism the communistic “king of the
porth” has, at least in his own estimation,
exalted the godless political State to a po-
gition higher than any god worshiped by
his people.

Years in advance the inspired prophecy
foretold that Communist Russia would re-
ject the religious gods formerly worshiped
by the peoples in its domain and would
worship another god. Notice Daniel's
words in verse 38: “To the god of for-
tresses, in his position he will give glory;
and to a god that his fathers did not
know he will give glory by means of gold
and by means of silver and by means of
precious stone and by means of desirable
things.” What is this “god”? Has it been
given the foretold worship?

Just as Daniel prophesied, the Commu-
nist state has worshiped the “god of for-
tresses,” modern, scientific militarism.
Technical science has become its idol, its
fetish. In order to maintain an army esti-
mated at well over two million men and to
advance in space technolegy, the Commu.
nist “king of the north” has had to deprive
his people of many consumer goods and
material comforts. These desirable things
are sacrificed at the altar of the god of
seientific militarism.

What would be the result of such a
course? Would the “king of the north”
m details on the identification of these two

‘kings' see “Your Will Be Done on Eurth” by the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Soclety, bages 220-278.

APRIL 22, 1966

have success? Daniel answers: “He will
certainly prove successful . ., . He wilt act
effectively against the most fortified
strongholds, . . . He will certainly enter
into the lands and flood over and pass
through. . . . He will keep thrusting out
his hand against the lands; . . . He will
actually rule over the hidden treasures of
the gold and the silver.”—Dan, 11:36, 39,
40, 42, 43.

Ag we consider events that have taken
place in recent years, we can appreciate
how accurately we have seen the “king of
the north” fulfill these prophecies to some
extent already. He took over Poland, East
Germany, Hungary and many other coun-
tries in eastern Europe. In the Far East,
Communist troops entered inte Man-
churia and Korea. Also, by means of mili-
tary assistance, propaganda and economic
aid the “king of the north” has expanded
the Communist bloe. Think of what has
happened in North Korea, China and
North Vietnam. Cuba was the first for-
tress in the Caribbean to fall, but com-
munism is encouraging political unrest
and guerrilla warfare in many South
American lands, Africa and the Middle
East are also rife with Communist-
sponsored subversion, as the “king of the
north” tries to spread his control over the
treasures in many lands. And we can ex-
pect him to continue such attempts,

Sensing that the future cannot be just
a continuation of man’s past history of ag-
gressions that shred up nations, noted En-~
glish historian Arnold J. Toynbee wrote:
“We are now moving into a chapter of
human history in which our choice is go-
ing to be, not between a whole world and
a shredded-up world, but between one
world and no world.”—New York Times
Magazine, April 5, 1964,

But this raises the questions: Will the
“king of the north” eventually gain con-
trol of the world? Or will the “king of the
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south”? Yes, what will be the outcome of
this international power struggle?

Far from being left in the dark on the
answers to these vital questions, Daniel’s
unerring prophecy shows that the commu-
nistic “king of the morth” will finally be
crushed. “He will have to come all the
way to his end, and there will be no helper
for him.” (Dan. 11:45) However, this de-
struction will not be wrought by the
Anglo-American World Power, leaving to
it world control. For in an earlier proph-
ecy Daniel saw judgment passed on the
“king of the south,” “and his own ruler-
ship they finally took away, in order to
annihilate him and to destroy him totally.”
(Dan. 7:26)* But who could accomplish
this? Who has the power?

World Control by God's Kingdom

Turn, in your Bible, to the seventh chap-
ter of the book of Daniel. There the spot-
light of the Scriptures shines, net only on
current events, but also on the means for
settling the struggle for world domination.

The prophet received from God a vision
of the succession of beastly worid powers
extending from his day down to and in-
cluding the political systems of our day.
However, he saw someone enter the scene
that is more powerful than any human
potentate or alliance of armed nations.
That one is the Son of man, Jesus Christ,
now exalted to life in heaven,

Daniel’'s account says: “I kept on be-
holding in the visions of the night,-and,
see there! with the clouds of the heavens
someone like a son of man happened to
be coming: and to the Ancient of Days
[the Lord God Almighty] he gained ac-
cess, and they brought him up close even
before that One. And to him there were
given rulership and dignity and kingdom,
that the peoples, national groups and lan-
guages should all serve even him. His rul-

v For detalls see “Your Will Be Done on Earth,”
pages 168-187, 303-307
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ership is an indefinitely lasting rulership
that will not pass away, and his kingdom
one that will not be brought to ruin.”
—Dan. 7:13, 14.

So God’s decision on the question of
world eontrol is that his Son receive pow-
er to rule in His kingdom. That involves
our earth. But Daniel is plain that this
does not mean authority over just a bloc
of nations or a section of the world. Rath-
er, he gives assurance that ‘“‘the peoples,
national groups and languages should all
serve even him.”

Does this mean that there will be a
peaceful conversion of world communism
and the other political powers so they will -
happily accept God’s kingdom? Hardly! In
a corresponding prophecy in the second
chapter of his inspired book, Daniel ex-
plained that once God’s kingdom was es-
tablished it would “never be brought to
ruin. . . . It will crush and put an end te
all these kingdoms [the present govern-
ments], and it itself will stand to times in-
definite.”—Dan. 2:44,

While the prospect of the destruction of
all political governments by God’s king-
dom might at first thought seem to some
to be a disaster, it is God's just arrange-
ment so that righteous men can have a
happy future, This is so because it does
not mean the elimination of all mankind,
but, rather, the elimination of imperfect,
corrupt and oppressive government from
the earth. The prophecy clearly shows that
all “peoples, nationgl groups and lan-
guages” willing to obey the King of the
Kingdom cah joyfully and unitedly live
forever under God’s perfect government,
—Dan, 7:14, 27.

Sound Reasons for Confidence
Fulfillment of the many aspects of Dan-
iel’s prophecy about things that are hap-
pening in our very day gives us confi-
dence in the dependability of what he
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wrote under dlvine inspiration. That con-
fidence is further strengthened when we
realize that the fulfillment of many of the
prophecies that he recorded is already a
matter of history. The fact that these
things have already taken place gives
sound reason for conviction that the re-
mainder will come to pass exactly as fore-
told. Let us consider briefly some of the
evidence.

While Babylon apparently held a secure
position as the dominant empire, Daniel
received prophetic visions that showed
that Babylon would be succeeded by Medo-
Persia. He was also inspired by God, to
predict that Greece, led by Alexander the
Great, would later subdue the Medo-
Persian Empire. (Dan. 8:3-8, 20, 21; 7:2-6,
17) The prophecies were so detailed that
they even foretold that after Alexander’s
death his empire would not pass on to his
offspring, but would be divided up among
four generals of his.—Dan, 8:22; 11:3, 4.

The precise way in which these prophe-
cies were fulfilled moved historian Charles
: Rollin to write: “Can any thing be more
wonderful, more divine, than a series of
prophecies, all of them so clear, so exact,
and so circumstantial; prophecies which
go so far as to point out, that a prince
should die without leaving a single suc-
cessor from among his own family, and
that four of his generals, will divide his
empire between them?’— Ancient History,
Book XV, Section VII, paragraph 21.

' His amazement is understandable. The
Biblical prophecies of ‘Daniel turned the
spotlight of the Scriptures on those world
events two hundred years before they oc-
cwrred. (The prophet Daniel completed his
writing in 536 B.C.E., and Alexander the
Great died in the year 323 B.C.E.) Even
_.more amazing, we have seen how Daniel’s
inspired predictions are being fulfilled in
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our generation, over two thousand five
hundred years from when they were writ-
ten!

Understanding the News

If you have firm faith in the accuracy
and dependability of Jehovah's inspired
prophecies, current events will take on a

.different meaning to you, When you read

in the newspapers of famines in Kenya,
India, Rhodesia and China or a report that
60 percent of the world’s population is on
the verge of starvation, you will know
that Biblé prophecy is being fulfilled.

- When you learn of disasters such as floods

in Brazil and Mozambique, a cyclone in
Pekistan or an earthquake in Greece, you
will understand that these very things
were foretold.—Matt, 24:7; Mark 13:8;
Luke 21:25, '

When you hear that juvenile delin-
guency has reached such staggering pro-
portions that representatives of over forty
nations have had to come together to
study the problem, you will be able to see
the fulfillment of Bible prophecies. The in-
creasing rate of divorce and heart disease
will testify to the reliability of God's pro-
phetic Word., You will be able to appre-
ciate that all these things were foretold to
occur in the time of the end of this system
of things. (2 Tim, 3:1-5; Luke 21:11, 26)
But the same sure prophecies tell us that
those who have God’s approval at this
time can ‘raise themselves erect and lift
their heads up, because their deliverance
is getting near.'—Luke 21:28,

However, since the Bible’s prophetic
spotlight on current events proves that we
are living at the time of the end, how will
you personally react to the inspired proph-
ecies? WIill you reject them? or acecept
them and guide your present life by them?
Your future life will depend on the deci-
sion you make.

n



ANCIENT

EGYPT

HERE are powerful les-

sons we can learn, not
only from current events,
but also from the way nha-
tlons and peoples have re-
acted in past times to God
and his prophecies. Life or
death, blessings or disaster,
hung in the balance, as
they do today.

An outstanding example
from which to draw con-
clusions for our own bene-
fit is that of ancient Egypt. In the year
1513 B.C.E. Egypt was ruled by a Pharaoh
who, incidentally, was a religious man,
having his state religion and its priests as
counselors. But this Pharaoh hated the
Israelites, who worshiped Jehovah. Under
his direction “the Egyptians made the
sons of Israel slave under tyranny.”—EX.
1:13.

This hostility on Pharach’s part grew
until he decided to take the most vicious
course possible—genocide. The Bible re-
cords: “Finally Pharaoh commanded all
his people, saying: ‘Every new-born son
[of Israel] you are to throw into the river
Nile.!” (Ex. 1:22) Here was a plan to ex-
terminate Israel! And most of the com-
mon people of Egypt went along with it.

Liberation Foretold in Prophecy
However, what they overlooked was the
fact that the God of prophecy had fore-
told centuries before that Israel would be
liberated from this bondage. To Abraham
and his descendants God foretold: “Know
for sure that your seed [Israel] will be-
come an alien resident in a land [Egypt]
not theirs, and they will have to serve
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them, . . . But the nation
that they will serve I am
judging, and after that
they will go out with many
goods."—Gen, 15:13, 14,

So God had clearly fore-
told what he was going to
do for Abraham’s descen-
dants when they came into
bondage: he was going to-
liberate them. Nothing on
earth could turn back that
prophecy, ng, not even
mighty Pharaoh and all of
Egypt's power, It was in-
evitable that Israel would
be freed,

True, Pharaoh may not
have known about this prophecy, since it
was given, not to Egyptians, but to fore-
fathers of Israel. At this point one may
conclude that Pharaoh could not be blamed
since he did not know any better. How-
ever, that situation was to change, He
would be notified. Hence, Jehovah raised
up his servant Moses to inform Pharach
that the course of action he was taking
was in opposition to Jehovah God, the One
who had made this prophetic promise.

Moses went to Pharaoh and said: “This
is what Jehovah the God of Israel has
said, ‘Send my people away.'” (Ex. 5:1)
Pharaoh was also told: “This is what Je-
hovah has said: ‘Israel is my son, my first-
born. And I say to you: Send my son away
that he may serve me. But should you re-
fuse to send him away, here I am killing
your son, your first-born.’' " (Ex. 4:22, 23)
The way was now cpen for Pharaoh to re-
treat honorably from his wrong course of
action.

-Did he? No! Instead, Pharach an-
swered: “Who is Jehovah, so that I should
obey his voice to send Israel away? I do
not know Jehovah at all and, what is more,
I am not going to send Israel away.” {Ex.
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5:2) In addition to that defiance of the
God of prophecy Pharaoh placed -a heavy
work load on Israel.—Ex. 5:9.

Pharach regarded the words of the God
of prophecy as false words! No more could
he use the excuse that he did not know
about Jehovah’s will. He had been duly no-
tified. His heart had hardened.

Now that Pharach had committed him-
self, and all Egypt, to this defiant course,
the God of prophecy would bring o bear
his mighty power in order to free Israel
Jehovah proceeded to bring ten devastat-
ing plagues upon the land and people. Be-
fore each one Pharaoh was warned; but
he chose to defy the warnings. Yet each
plague came as foretold, until the final
one, the tenth, killed the firstborn of all
Egypt, man and beast, including FPharaoh’s
own firstborn son, just as had been fore-
told by the God of prophecy! Finally,
Pharaoh relented and let Israel go.

But then he quickly hardened his heart
even more and pursued Israel so as to
bring them back into slavery. At the Red
Sea this defiant ruler of ancient Egypt
and all his military hosts were brought to
ruin. God buried them beneath the waters,
“Not so much as one among them was
ket remain.” (Ex. 14:28) Jehovah, the
God of prophecy, had been patient, al-
lowing time for Pharaoh to respond fa-
vorably to his prophetic word, but Pha-
rach refused. So Egypt and its people
suffered disastrously as a result. The peo-
ple could not absolve themselves of re-
gponsibility, because they agreed to do in-
jury to God’s people.

Modern-Day Defiers of Prophecy

So too, in our day, rulers who oppose
God and show it by opposing those who
preach his prophetic word will be judged
by their course of action. So will people
who do the injurious bidding of such rulers
in defiance of the God of prophecy.

God has clearly foretold in his Word the
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work that will be done in our time. Mat-
thew 24:14 prophesies: “And this good
news of the kingdom will be preached in
all the inhabited earth for a withess to all
the nations; and then the end will come.”
That Kingdom preaching by God’s ser-
vants will be done. It is a prophecy that
must be fulfilled, as it is from the God of
prophecy.

To fight against that prophecy by op-
pressing the proclaimers of God’s kingdom
is to fight against God. This is what an
observant leader called to the attention of
those who opposed God’s servants in the
firgt- century of our Common Era. The
man was Gamaliel, a law teacher highly

esteemed by all the people, When the dis-

ciples of’ Jesus Christ had been brought
before the Jewish high court and were told
to stop teaching the message Jesus told
them to teach, Gamaliel said: “I say to
you [the members of the court], Do not
meddle with these men, but let them alone;
{because, if this scheme or this work is
from men, it will be overthrown; but if it
is from God, you will not be able to over-
throw them;} ctherwise, you may perhaps
be found fighters actually against God.”
—Acts 5:38, 39, '

What a terrible thing to be found fight-
ing against God! Never would we want to
be in that position! To the contrary, let us
learn from past history and mold our lives
to the requirements of the God of prophe-
cy and be blessed. But if we defy the God
of prophecy, as did Pharaoh and the peo-
ple of ancient Egypt, only disaster can re-
sult. Instead of receiving the blessings God

"has in store for those who obey him, we

would receive the curses such as came
uypont those ancient defiers of the God of
prophecy.

History tells us of another people who
disregarded the prophetic word. They
were the Edomites. Did they fare any bet-
ter than the Egyptians? Let us see.
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DOM took its name from

Esau, the brother of Ja-
cob. However, unlike his
brother Jacob, Esau showed
disregard for sacred things.
This disregard grew to the
poirit where, for the price of a
meal, Esau proceeded to “sell
his right as first-born to Ja-
cob."—Gen. 25:33,

This characteristic was to
be maintained in his descen-
dants, for the Edomite nation
that sprang from Esau con-
tinually disregarded the
prophecies of God and even fought against
those upon whom it was being fulfilled,
Israel.

When God freed the nation of Israel
from Egyptian bondage and they were on
their way to Canaan, their logical route
at one point would have been through
Edomite territory. Israel asked Edom for
permission to pass, guaranieeing they
would not take any free food or water.

Now, Edom was ho doubt familiar with
God's promises of blessings to the Israelite
descendants of Abraham. They knew what
Jehovah had done for Isrgel in releasing
them from Egyptian captivity, since all
the peoples in Canaan and its vicinity
knew, (Josh. 2:10; 9:9) And, in addition,
Israel had been instructed to maintain
friendly relations with Edom, (Deut. 2:
5) The Edomites had no cause whatsoever
for hostility.

Yet the Edomites refused to let Israel
pass, threatening warfare, Then, even af-
ter Israel had settled down in Canaan, the
Edomites continually harassed them, strik-
ing them down as opportunity afforded
and carrying off captives and plunder. And
when Israel would suffer defeat at the
hands of other enemies, Edom was over-
joyed,

Particularly was this true when, in 607
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B.C.E, Babylonian armies de-
stroyed Jerusalem and car-
ried off Jews into captivity.
The Edomites were in ecstasy!
They participated in looting
and even cut off Israelites try-
ing to escape, handing them
over to the Babylonians.
—Obad. 10-14.

Edom’s Doom Prophesied,
Fulfilled

Edom’s hatred of Israel and
their complete disregard for
the prophetic word of God
brought them into direct conflict with the
God of prophecy himself, (Ezek. 35:12,
13) No longer would Edom be left un-
molested by God. Their disregard of his
prophecies and their crimes against his
people had mounted past the point of tol-
eration.

However, the Edomiteg were not
alarmed, They were arrogant, defiant, un-
repentant, certain of their eaglelike perch-
es high in the hills south of the Dead Sea.
But God said to them: “The presumptu-
ousness of your heart is what has deceived
you, you who are residing in the retreats
of the crag, the height where he dwells,
saying in his heart, ‘Who will bring me
down to the earth? If you should make
your position high like the eagle, or if
among the stars there ‘were a placing of
your nest, down from there I would bring
you."—Obad, 3, 4.

That is exactly what happened! The
Edomites came crashing down from their
lofty perches! At whose hands? At the
hands of the very ones they had encour-
aged when Jerusalem was destroyed, the
Babylonians, whom God used as his exe-
cutioners to fulfill his prophetic word,

But the Edomites did not learn from
this. They continued to disregard prophecy
and sought to rebuild their broken cities.
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S0 God said: “Because Edom keeps say-
ing, ‘We have been shattered, hut we shall
return and build the devastated places,
this is what Jehovah of armies has said,
‘They, for their part, will build; but I, for
my part, shall tear down’”—Mal. 1:4.

Despite their efforts, the Edomites did
not rebuild their fortresses. They could
not turn back the prophecies of their
doom. Soon a tribe of Arab peoples known
as Nabataeans conquered them and drove
the remnant of Edomites into the Negeb,
south of Judea. Later, about 130 B.C.E,,
Jewish king John Hyrcanus absorbed
them into his people. Then with the de-
struction of Jerusalem in 70 C.E. by Rome,
they disappeared from history. Thus ended
the nation and people of Edom, just as had
“been prophesied centuries before: “A deso-
late waste is what you will become, O
mountainous region of Seir, even all
Edom, all of it.”—Ezek. 35:15.

God's prophetic word never fails. This
can be seen in the fact that Edom is in-
“deed a desolate waste to this very day, and
the Edomites are no more, Says The New
Funk & Wagnalls Encyclopedia: “After
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Ro-
mans in 70 A.D. . . . the name Idumaea
{Edom] disappeared from history.” An-
other observer writes concerning the great
BEdomite citadel of Petra: “Nothing can
excéed the desolation of its present con-
dition. . . . It was beyond the foresight of
man to imagine that so wealthy and pow-
érful a city should be deserted and deso-
late.”” The writer adds: “That a great city
should be thus swept from the memory of
man, and blotted out, for a long season,
from the knowledge of the world, is a most
striking manifestation of the truth of the
prophetic record, and utterly exceeded all
human foresight and sagacity.”—The Bvi-
demce of Prophecy, A. Keith.
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Modern-Day Lesson

Today, all nations and peoples of earth,
especially those of Christendom, should
take a lesson from Edom. They have ac-
cess to God’s prophetic Word in the form
of the Bible. Religious leaders and people
alike can read, for example, the prophecy
of Matthew 24:14 in regard to the great
preaching work to be done in our time. So
plain has it become that Jehovah's wit-
nesses are the ones fulfilling this prophe-
cy by preaching this good news of the
Kingdom that, when they call at the
homes of people, they are usually recog-
nized as soon as they start to speak! |,

Yet many persons fail to show these
sincere ministers kindness. Many act as
the Edomites did toward Israel. They
speak harshly, slam the door in their faces,
even call the police. In some lands reli-
gious leaders instigate the politicians to
ban this society of ministers to try to stop
their preaching work. Especially so is this
true of the clergy of Christendom. These
measures indeed imitate Edomite actions.

What this really means is that those
who do these things disregard God’s pro-
phetic Word. As a result, instead of bene-
fiting when Bible prophecy is fulfilled,
they will find themselves in the position
of the Edomites, having God’s judgments

turned against them.

Never put yourself in that position. Do
not be one, as Hebrews 12:16 says, “not
appreciating sacred things, like Esau, who
in, exchange for one meal gave away his
rights as first-born.” Do not be like his
descendants, the ancient Edomites, who
disregarded God’s prophetic Word and
fought against those upon whom it was
fulfilled!

Neither should you ever want to be like
another ancient pecple, the people of the
city of Tyre, who tried to ignore the
prophecies of God.
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Tyre Tries to Ignore Prophecy

TH'E city of Tyre, located on the Medi-
t

erranean coast of Palestine, was the
commercial giant of the ancient world
about a thousand years before the time of
Christ.

As centuries. passed, Tyre's influence
and prestige grew. She became famous for
her sea trade, her wealth, her dazzling
splendor. So prosperous did Tyre beccme
that it was said of her: “With the abun-
dance of your valuable things and your
articles of exchange you made earth’s
kings rich.”—Ezek. 27:33.

The future indeed looked bright for
Tyre. Except for one thing: She tried to
ignore prophecy!

Ignored Prophecy Concerning
Nebuchadnezzar

Specifically Tyre ignored the prophecy
concerning the rising world power, Bab-
ylon, and its king, Nebuchadnezzar, whom
God was going to use in a special way.
God toid the prophet Jeremiah to give this
warning to Tyre, as well as to other sur-
rounding nations: “I myself [Jehovah]
have given all these lands into the hand
of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon,
my servant; . . . And all the nations must
serve even him and his son and his grand-
son . . . And it must oceur that the nation
and the kingdom that will not serve him,
. . . with the sword and with the famine
and with the pestilence I shall turn my
attention upon that nation . . . until I shall
have finished them off by his hand.”"—Jer.
27:1-8,

Did Tyre listen to this prophecy Jeho-
vah sent through Jeremiah? No! She chose
to ignore it! She rebelled at being subject
to Babylon. Because of this contemptuous
attitude toward prophecy, God inspired
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another one of his servanis, Ezekiel, to
foretell that Nebuchadnezzar would indeed
come against Tyre: “Your towers he will
pull down, . .. With the hoofs of his horses
he will trample down all your streets. Your
beople he will kill even with the sword,
and to the earth your own pillars of
strength will go down."—Ezék, 26:7-11,

True to God's prophefic Word, Nebu-
chadnezzar besieged Tyre some time after
he destroyed Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. For
thirteen years the siege continued. Finally,
haughty Tyre was brought low. Her walls
and towers were torn down. She was razed
to the ground, just as Jeremiah and Eze-
kiel had been inspired to prophesy. .

However, during the siege a remnant
of Tyre’s inhabitants fled the city and
moved offshore to a small island about
half a mile from the mainland. With =
water barrier between them and the ene-
my, they felt secure and began fortifying
their city on the island.

Prophecy Fuifilled in Detail
One part of Ezekiel’s prophecy against
old Tyre on the mainland was not fulfilled

‘when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it, for Je-

hovah had foretold: “I will scrape her dqust
away from her and make her a shining,
bare surface of a erag, A drying yard for
dragnets is what she will become in the
midst of the sea. ... And your stones and
your weoodwork and your dust they will
place in the very midst of the water. . ..
the vast waters will have covered you.”
(Ezek. 26:4, 5, 12, 19) But this part of
the prophecy would come to completion
without fail.

The time for this to occur came during
the reign of Alexander the Great of Mace-
donia. In the year 333 B.C.E. his Greek ar-
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mies defeated the Persians at the battle of
Issus. Alexander then turned his attention
to the island city of Tyre and called for
its surrender. When Tyre refused, he de-
termined to take the city. But how? His
armies were on the mainland while the
city was on the offshore island.

Resourceful Alexander had the answer.
He put his army to work building a cause-
way that would bridge the gap between
the mainland and the island city. But
where would he get all the material needed
for such a causeway? Right there from the
old land city of Tyre, the ruins of which
still remained from when Nebuchadnezzar
destroyed it more than two centuries
~ before!

Alexander had all the debris, the stones,
woodwork, yes, the very dust scraped off
old Tyre and dumped into the Mediterra-
nean Sea to build his causeway. This ful.
filled in exact detail Jehovah’s prophecy
that had declared: “I will scrape her dust
.away from her and make her a shining,
bare surface of a crag. . .. your stones and
your woodwork and your dust they will
place in the very midst of the water.” With
the causeway finished, Greek siege en-

gines battered the walls of the island city.

Finally Tyre fell, Thousands were killed
and tens of thousands sold into slavery.

Archaeology has confirmed that all this
teok place. The book Lands of the Bible,
by J. W. McGarvey, states: “Of the origi-
nal Tyre known to Solomon and the proph-
ets of Israel, not a vestige remains . . .
In the total disappearance of ancient Tyre
the predictions contained in the 26th and
27th ehapters of Ezekiel meet with as near-
ly a literal fulfillment as is possible with
language so highly figurative.” Another
-detail is noted by the Zondervan Pictorial
Bible Dictionary: “Alexander was forced
to build a causeway, and after long months
of frustration and vast peneiration, take
the city by costly storming. Tyre was bro-
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ken, and the causeway still remains, a
place, as Ezekiel foretold, on which fisher-
men might dry their nets.”

Lesgon for Today

There is a lesson of the greatest import
in this, one that applies particularly to
our day. Shortly a king with far greater
power than Nebuchadnezzar ever had,
than Alexander ever dreamed of, will con-
quer, not just a city, but this entire system
of things.

That king is Jesus Christ, now ruling
from a heavenly throne, occupying a po-
sition of power secondary only to Jehovah
God himself. With myriads of angels at
the battle of Armageddon he will com-
pletely desolate this wicked system of
things and those who insist upon remain-
ing a part of it. Persons are now being
urged to surrender to this ruler far great-
er than Nebuchadnezzar, Christ Jesus, to
come under his protection so as to be
spared. The Bible counsels: “Kiss the son
[Jesus Christ], that He may not become
incensed and you may not perish from
the way, for his anger flares up easily.
Happy are all those taking refuge in him.”
~—Ps. 2:12,

As the anger of Nebuchadnezzar and
Alexander flared up at the stubborn Tyri-
ans, who ighored the prophecy of God, so
the anger of the heavenly king Jesus
Christ will flare up at senseless ones who
ignore prophecy today.

Do you want to share the fate of this old
order? Or do you want to come under the
protection of Jehovah’s Executioner Jesus
Chrigt? If life is what you want, then by
all means do not delay in learning what
the requirements are for your submission
to Christ. Learn them, do them, and be
blessed. Ignore them, and without fail
your fate will be as that of ancient Tyre
when it ignored the prophecy of God and
was brought to desolation.
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HEN God utters a prophecy, it is
certain of fulfillment. Not even the
most powerful nations, at the peak of their
" military might, can turn it back. This was
well illustrated by the powerful empires of

" Assyria and Babylon, '

Assyria was the world power about
eight centuries before our Common Era.
One historian writes:

“Tt rose to be the most powerful of na-
tions; it reached out and gained the widest

empire that had hitherto been seen; its
capital, Nineveh, was for a few centuries

the mmetropolis of the world.”—The Histo- -

riang’ History of the World, Vol. I, p. 366.

What was Assyria’s chief characteris-
tic? Her military might. Nation after na-
tion, city after city fell in the path of this
monstrous world power. Then, in the year
732 B.C.E,, triumphant Assyrian armies
threatened Jerusalem. Sennacherib, king
of Assyria, demanded that Jerusalem ca-
pitulate. He logically declared: “Who are
there among all the gods of the lands that
have delivered their land out of my hand?”
(2 Ki. 18:35) The answer, as all Jerusalem
knew, was that not one had been able tco
withstand Assyrian power. From a human
standpoint the situation indeed looked
hopeless. :

However, Sennacherib did not realize
that Jehovah, the God of prophecy, is the
true and living God. Through Isaiah, God
declared: ‘‘He will not come into this city
nor will he shoot an arrow there nor con-
front it with a shield nor cast up a siege
rampart against it.” (2 Ki, 19:32) In ful-

18

FULFLLNEN
OF PROPHECY

fillment of this prophetic promise, “the
angel of Jehovah proceeded to go out and
strike down a hundred and eighty-five
thousand in the camp of the Assyrians.”
Jerusalem was spared, mighty Assyria
humiliated.—2 Ki. 19:35.

More was to come, for God decreed the
end of this wicked nation. He inspired
Zephaniah to write that He would “de-
stroy Assyria. And he will make Nineveh
a desolate waste, a waterless region like
the wilderness.” (Zeph. 2:13) The prophet
Naghum also foretold that Nineveh would
become “emptiness and voidness, and a
city laid waste! (Nahum 2:10) He noted
that the city’s gates along the Tigris River
would be breached. These prophecies must
have seemed fantastic in those days of As-
syria’s power. But what God foretells no
amount of military might can prevent.
—Nahum 2:5, 6.

Within a few years, in 633 B.C.E., com-
bined armies of Medes and Babylonians
came against Nineveh. A flood of the Ti-
gris River undermined its walls, just as
Nahum foretold, enabling the enemy to
storm into the city. Nineveh's inhabitants
were slain. It was put to the torch. It in-
deed became ‘“‘a desolate waste,” as his-
tony notes:

" “When Xenophon and the retreating

Greek army passed in 401 BC it was already

an unrecognizable mass of debris.”—The

New Bible Dictionary, J. D. Douglas, p. 889.

“Alexander fought the battle of [Gauga-
melal] within sight of the mounds of Nine-
veh and saw no suggestions of a city there.
Nine centuries later the battle which pre-
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pared Western Asia to become Mohamme-

dan was fought upon the site of Nineveh,

and neither of the contending armies knew

they were treading above the streets of a

burled metropolis."—Ancient Cities, W. B,

Wright, p. 34.

The tremendous military might of As-
syria could not turn back the prophecies
of God that foretold its destruction.

This was also the case with ancient Bah-
ylon. When it reached a zenith of power
about six centuries before Christ, it sur-
passed even the might of Assyria. Note
what a historian says of it:

“In splendor and opulence and power it .

far surpassed any other city of ancient
times. . . . Over her palaces and temples
the oriental sun rose in unclouded glory.
In the might of her power and renown
she saw her rivals one by one expire, and
in her triumph she arrogated to herself -
the rank and title of mistress of the world.”

—History of the World, J. C. Ridpath, Vol

1, p. 262.

However, two hundred years in advance,
long before Babylon even became *‘‘mis-
tress of the world,” Jehovah’s prophet
foretold an end to Babylon! God knew
that Babylon would become arrogant and
would abuse the Jews, whom it would he
allowed to take into captivity.

So of Babylon, God's prophet Isaiah de-
clared: “T'o you these two things will come

suddenly, in one day: loss of children and -

widowhood.” (Isa, 47:9) Later, the proph-
et Jeremiah was inspired to declare that
Babylon's mighty armies, armies that Ha-
bakkuk described as having the reputa-
fion of being “bitter and impetuous,”
whose cavalry forces were “swifter than
leopards,” “fiercer than evening wolves,”
would suddenly cease to fight and would
become weak like women! Her supposedly
impregnable capital would fall easily into
. the hands of a congueror named Cyrus,
whose very strategy was also foretold.
—Hab. 1:6, 8; Jer. 51:30; 1za, 44:27-45:1.

For a certainty, though, the Babylo-
nians would never believe all this asg they
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arrogantly surveyed thelr mighty empire.
Even when, in 539 B.CE., the combined
armies of Medes and Persians led by a
man nhamed Cyrus {(as Isaiah had fore-
told!) invaded the area, the Babylonians
were not overly concerned, They felt se-
cure behind their towering massive walls
and protective moat. They even blas-
phemed the God of heaven by misusing
holy utensils that had previously been tak-
en from the temple in Jerusalem.—Dan,
5:1-4,

Would the prophecies of her downfall
be turned back? By no means! While the

_ Babylonians were feasting, Cyrus’ forces

diverted the river Euphrates. Under cover
of darkness his troops then marched up
the riverbed and gained access to the city
when the gates along the river had been

left open by the overconfident Babylonians.

Swiftly Cyrus’ troops burst into the city.
Belshazzar was slain and his forces easily
overcome, for the drunken Babylonian
soldiers put up little resistance, just-like
terrified women, as Jeremiah had foretold!

God prophesied that Babylon would “be-
come piles of stones,” (Jer. 51:37) that it
would ‘“never he inhabited” again, that
“their houses must be filled with eagle
owls . . . And jackals must howl in her
dwelling towers.” (Isa. 13:20-22) What
does history testify? '

“Babylon . . . is today a rubbish heap, and
until cleared of the dust of two-and-a-half
thousand years was almost unrecoghizable,
. . . Owls flap out of her crevices, startled
by the passer-by and at night the jackals
howl”—Through the Land of Babylonia,
L. T. Pearson, p. 30.

As with Agsyria and Babylon, many na
tions today trust in their armed might
Yet at God’s war of Armageddon it will
make no difference how much power na-
tions have, As surely as Babylon and As-
syria were crushed, so too nations that
trust in armed might and not in God will
come to their end.
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Calamity Averted by Heeding Prophecy

O MATTER how powerful a nation or

people may be, calamity is certain to
overtake them if they defy or ignore Bible
prophecy. But calamity is not unavoidable.
Prophecy can be acted upon, and calamity
thereby averted.

This is illustrated by what happened to
the capital city of Assyria, Nineveh, in the
days of God's prophet Jonah. The Nine-
vites were extremely wicked. So bad were
they that the true God, Jehovah, decided
to overthrow the city, even as he had
overthrown other wicked cities, such as
Sodom and Gomorrah. But, first, God com-
manded his prophet Jonah to leave the
land of Israel and go to Nineveh and
prophesy against it. “Proclaim against her
that their badness has come up before
me."—Jonah 1:1, 2.

This was no easy assignment, to go
among persons given to badness and vio-
lencé and to tell them they were to be de-
stroyed. Especially since Nineveh was a
“oreat city,” one of the greatest in human
history! Its deseription as having “a walk-
ing distance of three days"” fits well with
ancient records of archaeological investi-
gations that place its circumference at
about sixty miles.” (Jonah 1:2; 3:3) How-
ever, after much hesitation, Jonah reached
Nineveh and began proclaiming God's
prophecy of impending calamity: “Only
forty days more, and Nineveh will be over-
thrown.”—-Jonah 3:4,

In one of the most remarkable turns of
events in history, the Ninevites of that
time believed Jonah and showed sincere re-
pentance, The king of Nineveh decreed
that everyone should go on a fast and that
they should call upon God and turn from
their had way. As the king said: “Who is
there knowing whether the true God may
turn back and actually feel regret and turn

* Marke’s Commentary, Vol. IV, p. T03,
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back from his burning anger, so that we
may not perish?”’—Jonah 3:5-9.

And that is exactly what happened! To
show that God had no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but preferred, rather,
that they repent and change their life ac-
cording to his will and word, “God felt
regret over the calamity that he had spo-
ken of causing to them; and he did not
cause it.”"—Jonah 3:10,

Calamity wag averted by their heeding
of divine prophecy! The city was permit-
ted by God to survive, Thousands of lives
were saved. Eventually, however, Nineveh
once again turned to its bad ways. This
brought further prophecies of destruction
upon Nineveh, which were finally fulfilled
many years later in 633 B.C.E.

But the Ninevites in the ninth century
B.C.E., in Jonah's day, acted on prophecy
and avoided calamity to themselves. So if
individuals, or even large groups of peo-
ple, should heed Bible prophecy today
they also can avert calamity. Almighty
God has decreed a destruction of this
wicked system of things at Armageddon,
and this cannot be avoided. But it is pos-
sible for you to avoid calamity. However,
you must act. You must, as stated by God’s
prophet Zephaniah, “seek Jehovah . . .
Seek righteousness, seek meekness.” If
you do, you “may be concealed in the day
of Jehovah’s anger."—Zeph. 2:3,

You, too, can avert calamity. Heed Bi-
ble prophecy. Imitate the ancient Nine-
vites. Jesus Christ recommended their re-
pentant course and gave assurance that
they will rise in the resurrection of the
dead. (Matt. 12:41; Luke 11:32) However,
to avert calamity today, it is vital to listen
to the prophet greater than Jonah. Con-
cerning that Messianic Liberator there
are many remarkable Bible prophecies.
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Bible, by reason of its prophecies,
is a book of hope. It gives us assur-
ance that, regardless of how powerful the
forces of wickedness and oppression are,
regardless of how great and widespread
human suffering is, God has provided a
Liberator who will set mankind free from
all such affliction. Typical are the comfort-
ing words of the psalmist: “He will deliver
the poor one crying for help, also the af-
flicted cne and whoever has no helper. In
his days the righteous one will sprout, and
the abundance of peace until the moon is
no more,”—-Ps. 72:12, 7.

It is just like Jehovah, the God of the
Bible, who is a God of loving-kindness, to
give mankind such prophecies. So that you

_and all other lovers of righteousness who
have lived, who are now living or who
yet will be born may have strong confi-
dence in this Liberator, the Messiah, and
in the blessings he will bring, God has
caused to be recorded in his Word literally
hundreds of prophecies.—Rom. 15:4.

The very first prophecy recorded in the
Bible had the hope of the coming of man-
kind's Liberator implicit in it, and it was
good news to those early lovers of righ-
teousness such as Abel and Enoch, even
though they could not have fully under-
stood all its implications. Jehovah God gave
that prophecy right after our first par-
ents sinned and had been called to account
by their Maker. In their hearing he said
to the Serpent that had deceived Eve—
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not the snake, but the one behind the
snake, “the original serpent, the one
called Devil and Satan”—: “I shall put
enmity between you and the woman and
between your seed and her seed. He will
bruise you in the head and you will bruise
him in the heel.” That prophecy had im-
pliclt in it God’s purpose to destroy the
great Serpent and all his seed or offspring
by means of a coming Liberator who
would undo all the harm that the Serpent
had done in causing sin and death to in-
vade mankind. This would at the same
time take away all the lying reproach that
the Serpent had heaped upon God’s name.
Truly a ray of hope!~Rev, 12:9; Gen. 3:
15; John 8:44,

Then, little by little, Jehovah God caused
that ray of hope to shine more brightly
by revealing further details concerning the
Messianic Liberator. Thus some 2,000
years after God uttered his initial proph-
ecy he began to give details regarding this .
coming Liberator of mankind, and that to
his “friend,” the patriarch Abraham: “I
shall surely bless yvou and I shall surely
multiply your seed like the stars of the
heavens . . . ; and your seed will take pos-
session of the gate of his enemies, And by
means of your seed all nations of the earth
will certainly bless themselves.” From
this prophetic promise you can see that it
became certain, not only that the foretold
Liberator would come through Abraham,
but that all the nations of the earth would
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be blessed by means of that one.—Gen.
22:17, 18,

About two hundred years later Jehovah
caused Abraham’s grandson, the patriarch
Jacob, to utter a prophecy that gave fur-
ther insight as to the line through which
the Messianic Liberator was to come:
“The scepter will not turn aside from Ju-
dah, neither the commander’s staff from
between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and
to him the obedience of the people will
belong.” Here we have a further revela-
tion, that this Liberator would come
through the tribe of Judah as well as that
he would be a ruler—Gen. 49:10.

After upward of 600 years had gone by,
Jehovah God narrowed down the prospect
of the Messianic Liberator to the family
line of King David. Because of his faith
in and his love for his God, Jehovah, he
was told: “Your house and your kingdom
will certainly be steadfast to time indefi-
nite before you; your very throne will be-
come one firmly established to time indefi-
nite,” that is, forever. Yes, the foretold
Liberator not only was to be a royal per-
sonage but he was to rule forever!—2 Sam.
7:16,

Then some 350 years later Jehovah God
caused his prophet Micah to foretell the
very town in Israel where the promised
Liberator would be born: “O Bethlehem
Ephrathah, the one too little to get to be
among the thousands of Judah, from you
there will come out to me the one who is
to become ruler in Israel, whose origin is
from early times, from the days of time
indefinite.” How bright that prophecy
made the hope of the Messianic Liberator!
In addition to pinpointing his birthplace, it
revealed that he would be no ordinary hu-
man, for his origin was in early times,
from time indefinite.—Mic. 5:2.

The Very Year of His Coming Foretold
All through the years the believing Is-
raelites doubtless wondered when this
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promised Messianic Liberator would come.
Then about 200 years after Micah had ut-
tered his prophecy, Jehovah God, by
means of an angel, communicated to the
prophet Daniel in Babylon the prophecy
that told the very year that the Messianic
Liberator would appear, and that almost
six centuries in advance of that momen-
tous event! Why not new open your Bible
to Daniel 9:24-26, where this prophecy
regarding the “seventy weeks” is recorded
and where, among other things, it is stat-
ed: “There are seventy weeks that have
been determined upon your people and up-
on your holy city . . . And you should
know and have the insight that from the
going forth of the word to restore and to
rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Lead-
er, there will be seven weeks, also sixty.
two weeks.”

Just how is this prophecy to be under-
stood? When did the word go forth to re-
store and rebuild, not the temple, but Je-
rusalem, and by whom? The Bible tells us
it was in the twentieth year of the reign
of the Persian King Artaxerxes. When did
his reign begin? According to such promi-
nent scholars as Vitringa, Kruger, Ussher
and especially Ernst W. Hengstenberg,
this Artaxerxes began to rule in 474 B.C.E.
The twentieth year of his rule would
therefore be 455 B.C.E., from when the
prophecy of the “seventy weeks'” would
begin to count.—Neh. 2:1-8.

But how long were these “seventy
weeks” to be, you ask? Were they literally
70 weeks or 490 twenty-four-hour days?
Hardly, for within a year and a half from
‘the time the word went forth’ the prom-
ised Messianic Liberator did not come.
Then how long were those seventy weeks?
They were seventy ‘weeks of years' or a
period of 490 years long, even as the facts
show. This is in keeping with the rule re-
peatedly stated in the Bible, as at Ezekiel
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4:6: “A day for a year, a day for a year,
is what I have given you.”—Num. 14:34.

The prophecy stated that the promised
Messianic Liberator would come at the end
of sixty-nine weeks. Did he? Yes, he did.
From 455, ‘when the word went forth,’ to
1 B.C.E. was 454 years, From 1 B.C.E. to
1 C.E. was 1 year, and from 1 C.E. to 29
C.E., the year that Jesus came as the Mes-
slanic Liberator, was 28 years. Adding
these three figures gives us 483 years or
69 weeks of years, But what proof is there
that Jesus came as the Messiah in the year
2 CE.?

It is found in the Gospel record of Luke,
chapter 3. The events therein recorded
and, in particular, the pinpointing of the
beginning of the ministry of John the
Baptist in “the fifteenth year of the reign
of Tiberius Caesar,” leave no doubt that it
was 29 C.E. when God’s holy spirit came
upon Jesus at the time of his baptism,
thereby constituting him the “Anointed”
one or the Messianic Liberator. The Mes-
stanic Liberator, therefore, did indeed
come exactly 483 years after Nehemiah
had rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, even as
Daniel had foretold. Truly a most remark-
able fulfilment of Bible prophecy, is it
not?—Dan. 9:24-27,

In fact, it is quite likely that the Jews
had some understanding of Daniel’s proph-
ecy of the “seventy weeks,” and the com-
ing of the Messiah. How s0? Because we
read that, when John the Baptist began
his ministry in 26 C.E,, “the people were
in expectation and all were reasoning in
their hearts about John: ‘May he perhaps
be the Christ?’ "—Luke 3:15,

Thus there can be no question ghout it
that the promised Messianic Liberator, the
foretold Seed of promise, is Jesus of Naza-
reth, He came exactly at the foretold time,
29 C.E,; he was born at the foretold place,
Bethlehem, and he was a descendant of
David, of Judah and of Abraham, as like-
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wise foretold in Bible prophecy and as re-
corded by the Gospels of both Matthew
and Luke.—Matt. 1:1-16; Luke 3:23-38.

“All the Prophets” Foretold His Coming

However, while the Jews were correct
as to the time of the Messiah’s coming,
they were mistaken in thinking that it
would mean deliverance from the Roman
political yoke at that time, (Acts 1:6) Be-
cause of this mistaken notion Jesus’ disei-
Ples were greatly perplexed when he sud-
denly was seized, tried and put to death.
Jesus met two of these on the morning of
his resurrection. Among other things, he
told them: “O senseless ones and slow in
heart to believe on all the things the
brophets spoke! Was it not necessary for
the Christ to suffer these things and to
enter into his glory?”’ Then “commencing
at Moses and all the Prophets he inter-
preted to them things pertaining to him-
self in all the Scriptures.”—Luke 24:13-
21,

Among the many prophets that referred
to the Messiah, in addition to those men-
tioned above, were Jeremiah, Ezekiel and
Malachi. And in particular did the prophet
Isajah record ever so many Prophecies re-
garding the Messiah’s suffering and death,
which Jesus no doubt called to the atten-
tion of those two disciples, Among other
things, Isaiah foretold that Jesus would
not be believed in but that he would be
despised and avoided, that he would be
wounded, afflicted, spit upon and pierced.
Isaiah also foretold that Jesus would be-
come an offering for sin and that he
would be counted in among transgressors
but would make his grave with the rich.
—Isa, 50:6; 53:1-12.

Unquestionably on that occasion Jesus
also called the attention of his disciples to
the remarkable prophecies of Zechariah
that had been fulfilled in him in the past
few days. That prophet had foretold re-
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garding Jesus: “Strike the shephard, and
let those of the flock be scattered.” And
so it was, even as Jesus himself had fore-
warned them, that when the mob came to
take him, “all the disciples abandoned him
and fled.” (Zech. 13:7; Matt. 26:56) Why,
Zechariah foretold the very price the be-
trayer Judas would receive for his heinous
deed: “ ‘Throw it to the treasury—the ma-
jestic value with which I have been valued
from their standpoint.’ Accordingly I took
the thirty pieces of silver and threw it into
the treasury at the house of Jehovah.”
—Zech, 11:13; Matt, 26:14-16; 27:3-10.

No wonder that afterward those two dis-
ciples said, “Were not our hearts burning
as he was speaking to us on the road, as
he was fully opening up the Scriptures to
us?’—Luke 24:32,

Jesus Claimed and Proved to Be
the Mesgiah

That Jesus Christ was indeed the fore-
told Messianic Liberator is apparent both
from his own words and his deeds. Thus
early in his ministry Jesus went to his
hometown synagogue one sabbath and, be-
ing given the book of Isaiah to read, he
read and applied to himself one of its Mes-
sianic prophecies: *Jehovah’s spirit is up-
on me, because he ancinted me to declare
good news to the poor, he sent me forth to
preach a release to the captives and a re-
covery of sight to the blind, to send the
crushed ones away with a release, to
preach Jehovah's acceptable year.” And
“then he started to say to them: ‘Today
this scripture that you just heard is ful-
filled.’” By claiming to be the anointed
one of Jehovah, he was claiming to be the
Christ—Luke 4:18-21; Isa. 61:1-3,

We also find him testifying to the same
effect to a Samaritan woman at the well
of Sychar. She had said to him: “I know
that Messiah is coming, who is called

Christ. Whenever that one arrives, he will
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declare all things to us openly.” In reply
Jesus said to her: “I who am speaking to
you am he.” Further, Jesus approved of

" the apostle Peter’s saying te him: “You

are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
And when on trial before the Jewish high
court, the Sanhedrin, and asked if he was
“the Christ the Son of the Blessed One,”
Jesus replied, “I am.”—John 4:25, 26;
Matt. 16:16, 17; Mark 14:61, 62.

Jesus also proved by his works that he
was indeed the Messianic Liberator of ‘hu-
mankind, For one thing, he set those who
listened to him free from the false reli-
gious practices and oppressive traditions
that the religious leaders of his day had
fastened upon the common people. Said he
to the lovers of rightecusness: “If you re-
main in my word, you are really my dis-
ciples, and you will know the truth, ahd
the truth will set you free.”—John 8:31,
32; Matt. 23:4.

More than that, Jesus also brought free-
dom for those who were heavily loaded
down with sin and who hungered and
thirsted for righteousness. On more than
one occasion we read of his saying to such
ones, “Your sins are forgiven.” He could
say this because he had come as the ‘Lamb
of God to take away the sin of the world,’
‘to give his life as a ransom in exchange
for many.’—Luke T7:48; 5:20; John 1:29;
Matt. 20:28.

Jesus Christ the Messianic Liberator
back there brought to countless suffering
ones Yrelease from physical ills, As the
apostle Matthew tells us: “He went around
throughout the whole of Galilee, teaching
in their synagogues and preaching the
good news of the kingdom and curing
every sort of disease and every sort of in-
firmity among the people. And the report
about him went out into all Syria; and
they brought him all those faring badly,
distressed with various diseases and tor-
ments, demon-possessed and epileptic and
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paralyzed perscns, and he cured them.”
—.Matt. 4:23, 24,

Nor is that all. This foretold Messianic
Liberator will yet bring about even great-
er deliverances, for ‘all authority has been
given him in heaven and on earth.” As the
“Mighty God,” more powerful than any
human potentate, he will go forth with his
heavenly armies to war against all the
wicked nations of the earth, their rulers
and their armies. Even as foretold, he will
put them to rout in “the war of the great
day of God the Almighty,” Armageddon,
now near at hand.—Matt. 28:18; Isa. 9:6;
Rev. 16:14, 16; 19:11-21,

Is not such good news? More than that,
we are given the assurance that this Son
of David “must rule as king until God has
put all enemies under his feet. As the last
enemy, death is to be brought to nothing.”
Under his rule men will have ‘every tear
wiped from their eyes, death will be no
more, neither mourning nor outery hor
pain will be any more.'—1 Cor 15:25, 26;
Rev, 21:4.

In fact, at that time it will not be nec-
essary for you ever to go down into death:
rather, loved ones that have gone down
into death will be restored to life, even as
this Messianic Liberator himself foretold:
“The hour is coming in which all those in
the memorial tombs will hear his voice and
come out, those whe did good things to a
resurrection of life, those who practiced
vile things to a resurrection of judgment.”
Yes, ‘the sea, death and Hades will give up
their dead.’—John 5:28, 29: Rev. 20:13.

And to crown all of his mighty achieve-
ments God will use this Liberator to de-
stroy for all time the Devil and all his de-
mons who have so cruelly oppressed
mankind, not to say anything gbout their
blinding and misleading all nations,
—2 Cor. 4:4; Heb, 2:14; Rev. 20:2, 3, 10.

The foregoing are but representative of
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the many, many prophecies that Cod
caused to be recorded relating to man-
kind’s Liberator that either have already
been fulfilled or are yet to be fulfilled.
Surely all those already fulfilled could not
have been fulfilled by Jesus Christ merely
by chance. Nor can we intelligently dis-
miss them on the premise that he arranged
things in his life so as to be sure to fit
all these prophecies. True, he may have
asked for the colt of an ass in order to
fulfill Zechariah’s prophecy that he would

-come to Jerusalem lowly, riding upon an

ass, (Zech. 9:9; Matt. 21:1-11) But it is
straining credulity to claim, as has been
done, that Jesus arranged with Mary for
her to ancint him with precious ointment
in order to give him the occasion to say
what he did about the poor so as to drive
Judas to betray him, that Psalm 41:9
could be fulfilled, which foretold that “the
man at peace with me, in whom I trusted,
who was eating my bread, has magnified
his heel against me.” And he could no
more have arrranged that his enemies
would spit in his face, that he would be
sold for thirty pieces of silver, that his
side would be pierced with a spear and
that soldiers would cast lots for his gar-
ments than he could have arranged the
time and place of his birth—all of which
were foretold! Jesus was no impostor; he
is the Messianic Liberator sent by God.
—1Isa. 50:6; Zech, 12:10; Ps. 22:18.
Truly the way Jehovah God caused to
have the coming of mankind’s Liberator
foretold is strong reason for you to take
comfort and have hope, and that in spite
of present world conditions. Rest assured
that just as certainly as those prophecies
relating to the past were fulfilled just that
certainly those relating to the future will
be; to the honor and vindieation of Jeho-
vah God as the God of prophecy and to the
blessing of all lovers of righteousness.
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HE Holy Bible
foretells a mar-
velous future for
those of mankind
who take heed to
divine prophecy.
The prospects are
ones that warm the
heart. This future
can be yours. Take
a look at it.

Prophecies of the
Bible tell of the time, now near at hand,
when the wicked will be gone and God’s
kingdom will rule all the earth: “Just a
little while longer, and the wicked one will
be no more; and you will certainly give at-
tention to his place, and he will not be.”
(Ps. 37:10) Think what the fulfillment of
this prophecy can mean to you.

With the wicked gone, no longer will
anyone have to contend with unjust ad-
ministration of the law, influenced by the
color of one’s skin or one’s economic cir-
cumstances. When families leave home for
a trip, there will be no need to lock the
door because of fear that someone might
try to get in to steal. Women will be able
to enjoy a quiet walk on a moonlit night
without fear of assault.

The prophet Isaiah enlarges on this pie-
ture for us, saying of Jesus Christ, who
will be ruler then: “With righteousness he
must judge the lowly ones, and with up-
rightness he must give reproof in behalf
of the meek ones of the earth. And he
must strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth; and with the spirit of his lips he
will put the wicked one to death.” (Isa.
11:4) Just by reading those words you can
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sense the relief that will come to mankind
as a result of the righteous, impartial rule
of the Messianic Liberator of mankind.

Under his reign, Bible
prophecies tell us, the earth
will become a paradise. Do
you remember what Jesus
Christ told an evildoer who
was impaled alongside him?
“Truly I tell you today, You
will be with me in Paradise.”
(Luke 23:43) What a marvel-
ous transformation when this
earth is made into a paradise!

Never again will there be a
shortage of the necessities of
life. Droughts will never
thwart a man’s eifforts to pro-
vide for hIS family. The Book of never-
failing prophecies assures us: “There will
come to be plenty of grain on the earth; on
the top of the mountains there will be an
overflow.” “The earth itself will certainly
give its produce; God, our God, will bless
us,” (Ps. 72:16; 67:6) With loving con-
sideration for humankind, the Creator
promises: “The tree of the field must give
its fruitage, and the land itself will give
its yield, and they will actually prove to
be on their soil in security.” (Ezek. 34:27)
How favored the people who will live un-
der those conditions!

In that new system of God's making,
people in every part of the earth will have
a part in beating war implements into in-
struments of peace. They will learn war
no more, God will make wars to cease.
—Isa. 2:4; Ps. 46:9.

Because of changes that God himself
will make, children will then be in no dan.
ger when they play with strange animals.
No fear that a snake or a dog may bite!
In fact, the lion will lie down with the
lamb and little children will be able t¢ lead
them.—Isa. 11:6-9.
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But there are other blessings that make
the coming kingdom of God even more ap-
pealing, Instead of being dragged down by
the aches and pains of ill health and old
age, inhabitants of that paradise will find
that day by day their heaith will improve,
until they reach human perfection. “Death
will be no more, neither will mourning nor
outery nor pain be any more.” (Rev. 21:4)
Forever, those things will have passed
sway,

Not only will those then living be free
from the grasp of death inherited from
Adam, but billions who have already been
claimed by death will return to life. “All
those in the memorial tombs will hear [the
wice of Christ] and come out.” (John 5:
28, 29) What a joy it will be to welcome
Back one's loved ones from the dead! Even
persons who went into the grave thousands
of years ago will rise again. And it will be
the privilege of those then living to tell
them what has happened, and to instruct
them in the divine requirements for life.

Does such g future appeal to you? With-
out fail it will come, because God himself
has promised it, and you can have a part
in it if you act now to bring your life into
harmony with Bible prophecy.

Another Future

But these foretold blessings are not the
future of all persons. The Bible also fore-
casts the end of this wicked system of
things and those who are part of it. Small
wonder, in view of the kind of persons who
make it up, The apostle Paul in his in-
spired prophecy concerning these “last
" days” describes these people as “lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, self-assuming,
haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, disloyal, having no nat-
ural affection, not open to any agreement,
slanderers, without self-control, flerce,
without love of goodness, betrayers, head-
strong, puffed up with pride, lovers of
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pleasures rather than lovers of God, hav-
ing a form of godly devotion but proving
false to its power.” (2 Tim. 3:1-5) Many
of these people may profess to be worship-
ers of God, They have “a form of godly
devotion,” but it is not a powerful influ-
ence in their lives. It makes them no dif-
ferent from the rest of the world.

In fact, they are very much a part of
the world and crave the things that it has
to offer. They give their support to its var-
ious organizations and institutions, both
religious and political. They ignore the
fact that God says: “Do not be loving ei-
ther the world or the things in the world.
If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him.” (1 John 2:15-17)
By throwing in their lot with this present
system of things they align themselves
against the kingdom of God and the au-
thority of his Christ. They make them-
selves spiritual adulteresses, enemies of
God. (Jas. 4:4) The result, as described in
the nineteenth chapter of Revelation, is
that they end up in destruction from which
there is no hope of resurrection.

The Revelation describes further the
kind of persons who will suffer destruc-
tion at God’s hands, They include, not only
“those who are disgusting in their filth
and murderers and fornicators and those
practicing * spiritism and idolaters,” but
also those who have copied the world’s
pattern of dishonesty—yes, “all the liars.”
And “those without faith”-—persons who
do not really take God seriously enough
to conform their lives to what he says in
his Word.—Rev, 21:8.

Such a future, described in Bible proph-
ecy, awaits the vast majority of persons
now living, but it does not have to be your
future. For that reason the Bible urges
you to “turn away” from them and their
way of life. (2 Tim. 3:5) It encourages you
to “get out from among them and separate
yourselves.”—2 Cor. 6:17.
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Activity of God’s People Today
There are thousands of persons, in all
parts of the earth, who are doing just that.

They believe Bible prophecy; they know

that God means what he says and that in
his own appointed time he will bring about
what he has foretold. As a result, they
have taken careful note of what the Bible
says, not only about events still in the fu-
ture, but also about the type of activities
in which persons who have God’s approval
would now be engaging. Their prlma.r'y
concern is being pleasing to God,

They find that the Bible makes it plain
that God’s people

persons whom God promises to preserve

_into his new system of things.

The facts show that Jehovah’s witnesses
conform to this description of people who
have God’s approval. You can too if you
take action now to bring your life into har-
mony with the things set out in God's pro-
phetic Word.

Act Wisely
Do not be like that mighty Greek ruler
of ancient times, Alexander the Great,

‘who devoted his eriergies to work that was

in conflict with Bible prophecy. Whether
he knew what God’s

would be “no part of
the world,” thatis,
they would not be de-
voted to it and seek-
ing to perpetuate it.
(John 15:19; Jas. 1:

Fornlcatlon?

Reduced.
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prophet hagd recorded
or not, his efforts to
.rebuild the ancient
city of*Babylon were
bound to fail, be-
cause the complete

27) By taking the Bi-

ble seriously and allowing it to mold their
lives, they change their way of life from
that of the world around them. They put
on a “new personality.” Lying, cheating,
drunkenness and sexual immorality are
cleaned out of their lives, They ‘quit being
fashioned after this system of things, but
are transformed by making their minds
over.—Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:25-5:5; Col. 3:
5-14.

The Bible says that they would out-
standingly be identified by their love for
one another; so much s¢ that they would
stand out as different from the world
around them. (John 13:34, 35) Further-
more, they would be outspoken advocates
of God’s kingdom. All of them—men, wom-
en and children—would share in making it
known publicly and from house te house.
(Matt. 24:14; 28:19, 20; Acts 2:17, 18;
20:20) They would also make it a habit
to assemble together with fellow believers,
to encourage and upbuild one another from
the Holy Bible. (Heb. 10:24, 25) It is such
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and gverlasting deso-
lation of that city had been foretold by
God. (Isa. 13:19, 20) History records that
it was there at Babylon that Alexander
died.

Neither be like that man who, centuries
ago, decided to rebuild the city of Jericho.
In spite of the fact that the Holy Scrip-
tures warned that it would cost the life
of his firstborn for him to lay the founda-
tions of the city and the life of his young-
est sont to put up its deors, a man named
Hiel, of the Israelite city of Bethel, chose
to ignore the warning. Though recorded
five hundred years before, that prophecy
came true in every detail. (Josh. 6:26;
1 Ki. 16:34) What a frightful cost to pay
for ignoring God's prophetic Word.

For the sake of yourself and your loved
ones, pay attention to prophecy. Act now
to bring your life into harmony with God’s
prophetic purpose. Then your life will be
enriched with blessings from God both
now and forever,

AWAKE!?



Vlolence in New Delhi _
& Rliots in India have erupted

aver many issues, religious,
political and economie, but the
one that spilled blood in New
Delhi streets In mid-March
was over language, Curfews
were clamped on New Delhi
and Amritsar, the Sikh holy
city, as the authorities sought
to stemn the Hindu viglence
over a government decision to
give the powerful Sikh com-
munity a Punjabl-speaking
state of their own. Punjahi is
the language of the Sikh. At
present Punjabi is only a re-
gional language in part of the
Punjab, whose main official
language is Hindi, Although
some Hindus favor a Punjabi-
speaking state, the most mili-
tant Hindus have violently
opposed it. As 4,000 rock-throw-
ing Hindus assaulted the Sikh
temple, the Sikh guards,
sereaming religious war cries,
counterattacked with spears
and swords. The mob looted
stores, burned shops, attacked
the ruling Congress Party
headquarterd, smashed cable
lines, telephone and power
poles, ransacked post offices
and burned Sikh schools,

A Ching Quake .

& Recently earthquakes have
been shocking our earth 1n one
place after another. On March
8 selsmographs .around the
world registered a powerful
garthquake in China. Red
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China acknowledged on March
11 that a “strong earthquake’

‘did hit the northern province

of Hopeh, where Peklng 15
situated. The report, however,
failed to mention casualties or
indicate how hard Peking
itself may have been hit. Jap-
anese correspondents in Pe-
king said the quake rocked the
city, leaving walls cracked
and furniture toppled. The
quake was recorded at the
University of California as
from 6 to 6.5 on the Richter
scale. One of the worst earth-
quake devastations in modern
history took place in China,
when on December 18, 1920,
some 180,000 persons died.

Rio's Revelry Ends

@ Four days of carnival revel-
ry in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, left
the city's revelers in an ex-
hausted state. A report stated
that the police described the
celebration as one of *“the
most orderly despite more
than 5,000 injuries, nine mur-
ders, one sulcide and more
than 100 fire alarms.”

Tranquilizer Abuse

& This generation with its
anxietles is endeavoring to
calm itselt with tranquilizers
and other drugs. Early in
March, Dr. Carroll L. Witten
of the University of Louisville
said that “the peril and indeed
the mortal danger that could
arise from unrestricted use of

the chemicals is great” He
singled out as drugs that
“have been abused to the point
of a recognizable public haz-
ard” meprobamate (Miltown,
Equanil); glutethimide (Dori-
don}; ethinamate (Valmid);
ethchlorvynoel (Placidyl);
methprylon (Noludar), and
chlordiazepoxide (Librium).
“It would seem preferable”
Dr. Witten said, “that we use
these drugs only when truly
needed and that we stop try-
ing to place the entire popu-
lace in a tranquil state.” Other
doctors have pointed out that
persons can become dependent
on tranquilizers. Any drug
that gratifies In some way
through providing kicks,
thrills, happiness, or relief
from pain or insomnia can
*hook™ a person, doctors polnt-
ed out.

Clergymen Back Killing

4 On March 10 clergymen of
three different religious organi.
zations sought to convince a
group of Brooklyn students
that it was entirely proper for
them to participate in the
Vietnam war, that the Biblical
injunction against murder did
not apply. The speakers were
Roman Catholic R, J, McNa-
mara, professor of soclology
at Fordham University; Rabbi
Isadore A. Aaron of Congre
gation Mt. Sinai and senlor
chaplain at LIU, and Col.
Robert Mummey, the Christian
Science counselor at the Unit-
ed States Military Academy,
West Polnt. Roman Catholic
McNamara said the American
goal in Vietnam is “the unifi-
cation and restoration of sov-
ereignty to the people, It is
a question of tactles, if what
we're doing there is necessary
to prevent oligarchy.” Rabbi
Aaron, quoting old Hebrew
law, said war-tirme killing was

Justifiable. Mummey, a Chris-

tian Scientist, spoke about
using the lesser evil to fight
the greater evil. Then he made
this statement: “Killing must
be done with a pure heart,
otherwise you have an im-
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moral killing. If our soldiers
were indoctrinated to hate the
enemy, then to kill would be
an immoral act” Mummey
would have you believe that
the North Vietnamese should
regard the murdering of their
sons and the destruction of
their property as a loving
gesture on the part of the
Americans. Little wonder that
the attempt to convince the
students was somewhat less
than successful. The fact is
that the approach of these
clergymen was a dishonor to
God, whose will in such mat-
ters is clearly revealed in his
Word the Eible.

Savage Bliizzard

& The most savage blizzard
in recorded American history,
burying parts of the north-
central United States, contin-
ued into March. The blizzard’s
death toll climbed to twenty.
Snowplows and bulldozers
scraping away at eaves-high
snowdrifts continued to come
upon frozen livestock, Hun-
dreds of animals have report.
edly been killed by the storm.
Winds raged at fifty miles an
hour, driving snow at blinding
speeds, so that all travel
ceased. Workers in Eagie's
Nest, North Dakota, found a
passenger train literally buried
under a mountain of snow,

Priests Want Out

@ A news release from Vati-
can City stated that “about
10,080 Roman Catholic priests
over the past decade—an aver-
age of 1000 a year—have
asked the Vatican for release
from their vows.” Celibacy
problems were behind most of
the reguest, the report said.
A variety of motives prompted
other requests, including drink-
ing problems and intellectual
crises with a loss of vocation.
Roman Catholicism over the
past decade has had 420,000
priests. That means one priest
in 42 has sought to leave the
priesthood since 1956. The
number who simply left and
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turned their backs on the
church is believed to tota}
several thousand.

Crime Rises

@® Over the last decade crime
has grown two to three times
as fast as the population in

West Germany. In 1964, 1,747,

580 crimes were investigated
by the West German police. A
little more than half were
solved. The biggest increases
have been in theft and bur-
glary and In sex crimes, in-
cluding rape. Police voice con-
cern because a growing num-
ber of teen-agers were taking
part in crimes. Car thefts and
prostitution are spreading rap-
idly.

According to President
Johnson, crime in the United
States is turning that nation
into a country of captives. He
noted that the “unrelenting
pace of crime” rose last year
by 5 percent nationally, while
crime in suburbs jumped by
8 percent. A condition of con-
tinuing fear and uneasiness
is creeping over the nation.

A Look at Taxes

@ Every time the government
says it will give to the people,
it must first take it away from
them, usually in taxes. Accord-
ing to analyst Henry J. Tay-
lor, the Tax Foundation Inc,
has found that this year the
averapge American wage earn-
er must work 2 hours and 19
minutes every working day
for only his tax bills—federal,
state and loecal, If you quit at
5 p.m. you have been working
since 2:41 to pay your taxes.
When you talk about the cost
of living, he says, you are talk-
ing mostly about taxes. He
states: “Nothing compares
with their bite out of ygur
day's work. But are you told
this? Your second largest bite
Is housing and household oper-
ations. These are peanuts by
comparison. They cost you
only 1% hours of work a day.
You pay your food bill in one
hour 16 minutes; you earn your
transportation in 39 minutes,

your clothes in 31, medical
charges in 21, your recreation
in ancother 21.” .

Adalt Hypocrisy
% On March 7 adult morality

.was called hypocrisy, by so-
-called experts on the subject

of sex education. They assert-
ed that the cry that teen-age
Inorals are allegedly breaking
down is nothing but a smoke
screen to protect the adult
world from seeing that its
entire moral code is nothing
but a sham. About 2,000 per-
sons at the 42d annual meet-
ing of the Child Study Associa-
tion of America heard Dr.
Lester A. Kirkendall, profes-
sor of family life at Oregon
State University, say: “The
availahbility of information and
devices to conirol conception
and venereal disease have, in
fact, created sexuwal freedom.
. . . Therefore, the question is
whether we can and will deal
with youth as though they are
free to choose whether or not
to have premarital sexual rela-
tions,” The fact is, Dr. Kirken-
dall asserted, that young peo-
ple do make choices. The
speakers were optimistic about
the development of a new
moral code, one that flings
Bible principles out the win-
dow and allows debauched
mankKind to feed on lust, with-
out a tinge of conscience.

Empty Pews

@ Church attendance in the
United States has reached its
lIowest point in a decade. In
1955, according to the Gallup
Poll, 49 percent of the adult
population attended church or
synagogue during an average
week, The average attendance
slipped to 47 percent in 1959,
46 percent In 1962, 45 percent
in 1964 and 44 percent in 1965.
Studies show that it is the
younger generation that s
staying away from the church-
es. Since about half of Ameri-
ca’s populatioh will be under 25
by 1970, what does this hold
out for church attendance? In
1965 only 37 percent of the
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young people sald they went
to church. Empty pews are
an evidence of the prevailing
spiritual famine. Who s at
fault? The minister? The
membership? The church mes-
sage? Perhaps all three are.
It is worth investigating.

Space Spectaculars

€ A storybook double shot
that led to a linkup with a
target satellite ended in an un-
scheduled splashdown. Amer-
lcan astronauts Neil Arm.
strong and David Scott in the
Gemini 8 capsule blasted off
perfectly into orbit on March
16, at 11:51 am. At 10 am.
of the same day the Agena
rocket was launched. Shortly
after making the first docking
in space history, the craft be-
gan to spin crazily. The astro-
nauts were forced to pull
away from the target Agena,
The pilots were ordered to

make an emergency landing,
which they did. Splashdown
was at 10:23 p.m. Both astro-
nauts were described as in
good condition on recovery.

The Russians had a space
spectacular of thelr own. They
orbited two space dogs for 23
days through a radiation belt
and returned them safely to

. earth on March 16. Twice

every 96 minutes the dogs
traveled through the Van
Allen belts. The space dogs
were reported to be in good
condition. :

Incompetent MIPs

& Dr. Robert C. Derbyshire
of Santa Fe, New Mexlico,
president of the Federation of
State Medical Boards of the
Unlted States, -charged that
“durlng the past five years,
over a thousand disciplinary
actions of state boards of
medical examiners were re-

ported.” He said that “a large
proportion of these were based
on various forms of incompe-
tence,” mental, professional
and physical incompetence.
“Incompetence assoclated with
drug addiction is such a wide-
spread problem as almost to
warrant separate considera-
tion,” he said.

Better Use for Rice

@ Roman Catholics as well as
some Protestants throw away
literally tons of rice each year
as a result of the superstitious
practice of ricethrowing at
weddings. In Mexico a Jesuit
priest estimated that a ton of
rice a day is used to pelt new-
lyweds in that country alone,
Could not the rice be used in
a better way, say, feeding the
starving millions of India? Or
are nominal Christians too
superstitious to give up the
practice for a charitable deed?

Read:

Are your decisions
based on emotion, in-
fluence of family or
friends, social pres-
sure or principle?

What prompted your choice of the religion
you practice? Was it based on a desire to

please God or someone else? Your life is in-
volved, Learn religion’s background and
make a choice based on knowledge.
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WHAT DOES THE

“LORD'S PRA

NEAN TO YOU 2

The “Lord’s Prayer,” or, as some call it, the Our
Father Prayer, is not one that Jesus prayed, but
one that he taught his disciples as a model. Since
then hundreds of thousands, nc doubt millions, of
persons have repeated it in sincere expectation,
Of what? How many, do you think, have really
known? Do you? :

Who is our Father? What is his name? Why should
we pray for his kingdom, for his will to be done,
and for our daily bread? What can be expected to
happen when his kingdom *“comes”? What will it
mean to the governments of this world? What will
it mean to you?

For over B85 years now Jehovah’s withesses
through the ecolumns of The Waichtower have
been pointing to God’s kingdom as the hope of the
world. A little over haif a century ago that king-
dom did “‘come.” Why conditions have become pro-
gressively worse since then and why they must
continue to do so before that Kingdom rule is ex-
tended to the ends of the earth is vital for you to
know when you pray the Lord’s prayer. Each issue
of The Watchiower and each issue of its compan-
ion, this magazine Awake! that you now hoM, will
increase your knowledge concerning God's kmg-
dom and add to your faith in its promises. Read
both magazines regularly. Send now for a year’s
subscription to both,

The Watchtower Awake!

Both for one year for only 15/- (for Australia, $2;
for South Africa, R1.40),
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