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TIlE REASON FOR THIS .MAGAZINE 

News sources thai or. obi. to keep you awoke to the vital issues of our times must 
b. unfettered by censorship and selfish Int.rests. "Awakel" has no fetters. It recognizes 
facts, faces facts, is free to publish foets. It is not bound by political ties; it is unham­
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of "Awake!" is not narrow, but is international. "Awake'" has its 
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles ore read in many lands, in many 
language" by millions of persons. 

In every issue "Awakel" presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It 
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everydoy life. Current news from every continent posses in quick review. 
Attention is focused on octivities In the fields of government and commerce about which 
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands. the marvels of creation. practicol 
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. "Awakel" pro­
vides wholesome. instructive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awake'" pledges itself to righteous principles. to exposing hidden fods and subtle 
dangers. to championing freedom for all. to comforting mourners and strengthening those 
disheartened by the ~ailures of a dennquent warld. reflecting sure hope for the establish­
ment of God's righteous new order in this generation. 

Get acquainted with "Awake!" Keep awake by reading "Awakel" 
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"-'HQULD you stoop to conquer? That 
~ all depends upon what is being referred 
to as jstooping to conquer.' The expres­
sion appears to have originated or at 
least been made popular due to its use in 
an English comedy of manners of about 
two centuries ago entitled "She Stoops to 
Conquer." The play dealt with a charm­
ing young lady of refinement who had 
been mistaken for a chambermaid by a 
wen-~do but very bashful young gentle­
man. Noting that he was not shy around 
chambermaids, she let him continue to 
think she was a maid, thereby giving him 
the confidence to court her. She won her 
man because she was willing to humble 
herself to play the role of a chambermaid, 
willing to stoop, as it were. 

While there was nothing wrong with 
her stooping in this way to conquer her 
man, yet today, more often than not, 
"stooping" has an unfavorable connota­
tion. Thus among the definitions given for 
"stoop" is "to lower oneself morally or 
in a degrading fashion ... • Also, we are 
told that «Stoop, which literally means to 
bend one's head or back, as in going 
through a 10w-ceiUnged passageway or low 
door, implies a descent not only in rank 
or dignity, but also, and more often, from 
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a relatively high moral plane to a lower 
one," such as when one "should 8tOOP to 
lying."-Dictionary 0/ Synonyms, Web­
ster. 

It is this sort of stooping that Dr. E. 
Boyd Barrett, one-time Jesuit priest, had 
in mind when he wrote his book Rome 
Stoops to Conquer, in which he described 
what he felt to bE! the efforts of the Catho­
lic church to gain political power in the 
United States. He closed his book with the 
words, "Rome will use steel, and gold 
and the silvery lie. Rome will stoop to 
conquer." 

The Bible gives us many examples of 
this kind of stooping to conquer. Did not 
Satan the Devil stoop to conquer in the 
garden of Eden? He did, for he stooped to 
lying to estrange the first human pair, 
Adam and Eve, from their Creator, Jeho­
vah God. (Gen. 3:1·19) Thus also wicked 
Queen Jezebel gained the vineyard of Na· 
both for her husband Ahab by stooping to 
bribe false witnesses, as a result of which 
Naboth was stoned to death and her hus­
band was able to take possession of the 
vineyard he coveted.-1 Ki. 21:1-16. 

Likewise, one of the sons of David, an­
cient king of Israel, the beautiful and pop.. 
ular Absalom, stooped tD lying propagan­
da in his efforts to conquer the kingdom 
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of Israel, wresting II from his father. Thuit 
wheneVer anyone came to the capital with 
a grievance, he would win his allegiance 
away from his father King David by say~ 
ing: "See, your matters are good and 
straight; but there is no one from the king 
giving you a hearing .... 0 that I were 
appointed judge in the land, that to me 
every man might come that happens to 
have a legal case or judgment! Then I 
should certainly do justice to him." By 
such means he well~nigh succeeded in 
wresting the kingdom from his father. 
-2 Sam. 15:1 to 18:18. 

To stoop to conquer is to proceed along 
the vicious principle that the ends justify 
the means. But they do not. If you use 
questionable means to gain your ends you 
have lost more in self-respect than you 
have gained in a material way; which is 
why so many salesmen and politicians fail 
to sound convincing. 

That a politician is stooping to conquer 
when he makes promises that he cannot 
possibly fulfill, for the purpose of getting 
votes, is obvious to all; and, of course, the 
same is true regarding the salesman who 
stretches the truth for the purpose of mak­
ing a sale. But, actually, this kind of stoop­
ing is something that all lovers of righ­
teousness must guard against if they 
would have the approval of their God Je­
hovah. Since the human heart is described 
as inherently "more treacherous than any­
thing else," and the 'inclination of our 
hearts is bad from our youth up,' unless 
we are on guard we will be prone to stoOp 
in one manner or another to gain our ends. 
-Jer. 17:9; Gen. 8:21. 

For example, time and again the man 
of the house maintains his position as head 
of his family by what might be described 
as stooping to conquer. That is, he will 
stoop to ignoble tactics, such as being 
overbearing, domineering and harsh, so 
that his family will be in abject fear of 
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him and so gIve rum craven obedience. Or 
he may resort to losing his temper, shout­
ing and throwing things around so as to 
show his authority. All such 'stooping to 
conquer' results in' unhappiness, not only 
to his family, but also to himself. True, 
to rule in love may make it a little more 
difficult at times to show his authority and 
get his wishes, but the results will make 
it worth while. That is why the Scriptures 
counsel husbands and fathers: "Husbands, 
keep on loving your wives and do not be 
bitterly angry with them. You fathers, do 
not be exasperating your children, so that 
they do not become downhearted."-Col. 
3:19, 21. 

Of course, the same also applies to the 
wife and mother. Many a wife keeps nag­
ging and grumbling so as to have her own 
way, and today children often do the same. 
But in doing so they are defeating their 
own ends, stooping to conquer, as it were; 
for what is home life without happiness 
and how can there be happiness when 
there is continual nagging and grumbling? 
Concerning the nagging wife, a wise king 
of long ago, who, incidentally, had much 
experience, once stated: "Better is it to 
dwell upon a corner of a roof than with 
a contentious wife, although in a house in 
common. Better is it to dwell in a wilder­
ness land than with a contentious wife 
along with vexation." "A leaking roof that 
drives one away in the day of a steady 
rain and a contentious wife are compa­
rable."-Prov. 21:9, 19; 27:15. 

And not only within the family circle 
do you want to be on guard against yield­
ing to selfish impulses by stooping to con­
quer but also in all your relationships with 
others, be they in business, in your place 
of employment or in the Christian congre­
gation. Your being thus on guard will en­
able you to act justly and lovingly at all 
times, to the benefit of yourself as well as 
to the benefit 'of others.-Luke 6:31. 

AWAKE! 



YOUR RIGH EOUSNESS 
TRUE religion is dis- $rIAL~ ~ ship and false worship, 
1 tinguished from 't:f'UW in its very motive~ Je- I 

false religion by motives as much as it is sus illustrated in his Sermon on the 
by commandments and principles. That is Mount. He used three examples-when 
why Jesus Christ, the Founder of Chris- giving gifts of mercy, when praying, when 
tianity, warned his disciples against hy- fasting-to press home his point. These 
pocrisy and admonished them 'not to per- are occasions when approval or commen­
form their righteousness to be seen of men. dation of men often proves a subtle temp-

However, there exists in sinful man an tation, when hypocrisy can disguise itself 
overpowering temptation to do the very as righteousness and mock humility as 
opposite, namely. to do evil secretly and worship. 
good openly. Imperfect man's vanity taints 
what little good he may do when he per­
forms his deeds to make himself con­
spicuous. 

In bis Sennan on the Mount Jesus com­
manded: ''Take good care not to practice 
your righteousness in front of men in or­
der to be observed by them; otherwise you 
will have no reward with your Father who 
is in the heavens." (Matt. 6: 1) Christians 
are, never to do bad either in public or 
secretly, but when they do good they are 
not to do it ostentatiously before men. To 
prevent his disciples from falling victim 
to this subtle human faUing and snare, 
Jesus gave them instructions on how to 
practice their good deeds. For only right 
worship is rewarded by God. 

Jesus teaches that God is the Searcher 
of hearts, that he detects hypocrisy and 
insincerity and that he hates these degrad­
ing qualities. He further instructs that 
worship is without reward from God un­
less it is genuinely given to the true God. 
'Mlerefore, this contrast between true wor-
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Gifts of Mercy 
Speaking to his disciples,. Jesus saiel: 

"Hence when you go making gifts of mer­
cy, do not blow a trumpet ahead of you, 
just as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and in the streets, that they may be glori­
fied by men. Truly I say to you, They are 
having their reward in full. But you, when 
making gifts of mercy, do not let your 
left hand know what your right is doing, 
that your gifts of mercy may be in secret; 
then your Father who is looking on in 
secret will repay you."-Matt. 6:2-4. 

The giving of guts to the poor was 
stressed so much in Jesus' day that the 
idea of giving was _ to some people synony­
mous with "righteousness." The religious 
Pharisees participated in many collections 
for the poor. This opened up opportuni­
ties for ostentatious or showy giving. 
Some authorities state that literal trum­
pets may have been sounded, professedly 
to call the poor together to receive their 
gifts, when in reality the givers were 
merely drawing attention to themselves. 
Today large dinners and parties are often 
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given, at which urnes me names of heavy 
donators and contributors are heraldt d 
over radio, television and in newspapers, 
praising them for their generous acts uf 
charity. 

Jesus was aware of the insincerity of 
pride and knew how easily it besets those 
who have a sense of duty toward God. So 
he warns against such ostentatious giving, 
for there is no reward from God in it. In 
colloquial English, he said: 'Don't blow 
your own horn when you do things for 
people.' 'Don't blow a trumpet' when en­
gaged in the work of God. The hypocrites 
get what they want. They desire the repu­

. tation of being charitable. That they re­
ceive. Their reward is self-glory, self­
praise. But it is an empty reward. There 
is no lasting joy in such pretentions. Os­
tentatious giving counts for nothing with 
God. 

The 'hypocrites in the 'synagogues and 
in the streets' were those who pretended 
to be more pious than they were. The 
word "hypocrite" is taken from a Greek 
word meaning actor or stage player, one 
who acts the part of another, or speaks, 
not his own sentiment, but the sentiments 
of others. It simply means one who ex­
presses feelings other than his own, one 
who, for PW'Pose of gain, show or ap­
plause, puts on a form of godliness, a form 
of religion. The hypocrite appears to be 
deeply religious when in all truth he is not. 

Jesus' words stand as a warning to true 
worshipers to guard against the subtle en­
croachment of such a mentality. He teach­
es us not to advertise our gifts of gener­
osity. "Do not let your left hand know 
what your right is doing." (Matt. 6:3; 
Prov. 19:17) Thus Christians are taught 
to worship in truth, with all genuineness 
and by their unostentatious manner to 
teach others to worship likewise. For such 
sacred service there are blessings from 
God. 
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Watch Bow You Pray 
Hypocrites manifest the same spirit 

about prayer as they do about giving gifts 
of mercy. They pray to be seen and heard 
of men. They are actors when praying. 
They seek out audiences and pour out 
their eloquence. In the synagogues, near 
the marketplaces and courts, where they 
could be seen of men in Jesus' day, they 
would recite long, loud prayers. Some per­
sons had the idea that if a fifteen-minute 
prayer was good, a half-hour prayer was 
twice as good. Some Pharisees would ac­
tually stand praying for three hours! Oth­
ers in the synagogue would say their own 
prayers instead of being content to join in 
the prayer offered in the congregation. 
Jesus condemned these practices, saying: 

"Also, when you pray, you must not be 
as the hypocrites; because they like to 
pray standing in the synagogues and on 
the corners of the broad ways to be visible 
to men. Truly I say to you, They are hav­
ing their reward in full. You, however, 
when you pray, go into your private room 
and, after shutting your door, pray to 
your Father who is in secret; then your 
Father who looks on in secret will repay 
you. But when praying, do not say the 
same things over and over again, just as 
the people of the nations do, for they 
imagine they will get a hearing for their 
use of many words. So, do not make your­
selVes like them, for God your Father 
knows what things you are needing before 
ever you ask him."-Matt. 6:5-8. 

Jesus does not condemn all public 
prayer; but the one who engages in public 
prayer must be of the same mental atti. 
tude as if he had gone into his private 
room and shut the door and prayed. 
Prayer involves a direct personal relation­
ship with Jehovah God, and an attitude 
of play·acting, praying with the aspect of 
pleasing others, with the thought of re.-
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celving praise. de~YS Its SP1r1t. It lo~ to be asked that there are times when we­
lts effect. may pray long without unmeaning repeti-

Jesus taught that prayer, whether it be tion. What Jesus condemned was the 
pUblic or private, must be genuine in word thought that one would be heard because 
and act. God does not need to be preached of the multiplicity of one's words. When 
to as if he did not know our needs. such thinking begins, devotion ends. Use 
Yet Jesus does encourage persistence in of vain repetition is still popular in the 
prayer. (Matt. 7:7.11) Most important of prayers of man in Christendom and hea­
all, man must be of the mental state that thendom. Prayer wheels of the Far East 
will prevent him from posing or acting and the rosaries of the West are vain repe­
before God. The worshiper must strip him- titions, according to Jesus' words. The 
self free of every disguise. His prayer Jews were guilty of the same practice. 
must be childlike in innocence and simplic· They believed that by saying many 
ity. prayers they would be heard and that the 

Many Jewish houses of old had a place one who prayed long would have his day 
for secret devotion or prayer. In secrecy _ prolonged. According to their canons, a 
and in solitude men would pray to the man should pray at least eigh,teen prayers 
Searcher of hearts. But are there any such a day. Their prayer books abounded in 
secret places today? When away from tautologies, needless repetition in different 
home, when traveling, when among strang- words. It was these degrading practices 
ers in strange surroundings, when in au- that Jesus condemned. 
tomobiles or on ships, if we appreciate Jehovah requires that we pray. that we 
prayer we will find that secret place. We may feel our dependence on him and that 
will search one out somewhere. The desire we may be brought into a proper state to 
to pray and a love of prayer will stimu- receive his blessing and render him the 
late us to find such places or opportunities praise. If we pray this way, regardless of 
in abundance. Jesus had the very problem the prayer's length, God will hear in se­
we have of being surrounded, crowded in, cret and rewa~d us openly. 
watched, yet he found his "secret place," 
his "private room" in which to pray. 
Sometimes to be alone he arose early in 
the morning, before ~break, went into 
a solitary place and prayed. (Mark 1:35) 
When was the last time you rose up early 
to pray? There are many "private rooms" 
or places in the early morning hoUrs. 

Jesus does not specify the times when 
we should pray or how often we should 
pray. He does tell us that prayers should 
be in secret and not repetitious. Not that 
we cannot repeat a thing or an idea from 
the fullness of the: heart. Christ prayed 
all night at times. (Luke 6:12) His prayer 
recorded at John chapter 17 shows he re­
peated thoughts. There are so many things 
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Fasting Properly 
As with giving gifts of mercy and 

prayer, motives are also important in fast~ 
ing. The word "fasting" literally means to 
abstain from food and drink, whether from 
necessity or as a religious observance. In 
the Bible it is generally applied to the latM 
ter. It is then an expression of grief or 
sorrow. During times of sorrow there is 
often a loss of appetite and people often 
put off eating. Therefore, fasting is the 
natural expression of grief. It is what per­
sons in grief naturally do. 

The Jews, of course, made quite a show. 
of their fasts, and Jesus was talking to 
them. Christians, on the other hand, were 
conspicuous because they seldom fasted. 
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The JeWS had four annual fasts: in CORJr 

memoration of the capture of Jerusalem, 
of the burning of the temple, in memory 
of the deatli of Gedaliah and in memory 
of the beginning of the attack on Jerusa­
lem. (Zech. 7:3; 8:19) In addition to these 
there were many other fasts kept by them. 
Many Pharisees kept two fasts each week. 
(Luke 18: 12) They fasted on the days 
when Moses respectively ascended and de­
scended Mount Sinai. Th~ ritual they ob­
served with faces unwashed, with drawn 
looks, in bare feet and with ashes on the 
head. 

Just to win attention the Pharisees 
would suffer much and endure great pain 
and sorrow. However, their squalid, hag­
gard and disfigured appearances deceived 
neither God nor man. God saw through 
all their antics. It is this pretense of piety 
that Jesus exposed as falsehood. Jesus 
taught men never to exhibit outwardly 
more than they feel inwardly. And never 
should they pretend to be what they are 
not, simply to be seen of men. In this con­
nection, note the words of Jesus: 

"When you are fasting, stop becoming 
sad-faced like the hypocrites, for they dis­
figure their faces that they may appear to 
men to be fasting. Truly I say to you, They 
are having their reward in full. But you, 
when fasting, grease your head and wash 
your face, that you may appear to be fast­
ing, not to men, but to your Father who is 
in secrecy; then your Father who is look­
ing on in secrecy will repay you."-Matt. 
6:16-18. 

Jesus drove to the heart of the matter. 
Be what you are. Appear as you do daily. 
Do not assume any new appearance or 
change your dress because of fasting. The 
Jews made a lot of washing and anointing 
themselves, and in some lands they still do. 
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The Pharisees were more concerned with 
their outward appearance than they were 
with their inner or spiritual cleanliness. 
Jesus rebuked them for this, saying: "Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
because you cleanse the outside of the 
cup and of the dish, but inside they are 
full of plunder and immoderateness. Blind 
Pharisee, cleanse first the inside of the cup 
and of the dish, that the outside of it also 
may become clean," (Matt. 23:25, 26) 
First, care for your spiritual appearance, 
for this God sees. When this is right, 
man's physical appearance will fall in line 
as a natural consequence. "Cleanse first," 
however, "the inside of the cup." 

The meaning of Jesus' words, recorded 
at Matthew 6:17, 18, is, When you feel that 
you must fast, do so in an ordinary dress 
and appearance. Keep neat and clean as 
usual so as not to attract undue attention 
to yourself. God will know how you feel, 
and that is what counts with the true wor­
shiper. He who sees in secret, Jesus said, 
will approve and reward such honest and 
sincere devotion. 

When fasting becomes a parade of self­
righteousness it ceases to have value be­
fore God. Jehovah is the Searcher of 
hearts. Who can deceive him? 

In these three things Jesus taught us 
to examine the inner man, namely, our 
motive in giving, our motive when pray­
ing, our motive when fasting. Thus he im­
presses upon our minds the greatness of 
God, who cannot be deceived by subtle 
pretentions. Jesus calls for genuineness in 
worship, for honesty and truth from our 
very core, our very being, for pure motive 
in all our worship. "True worshipers will 
worship the Father with spirit and truth, 
for, indeed, the Father is looking for such­
like ones to worship him."--John 4:23. 

AWAKE! 



WHAT E 
T HROUGHOUT the world 

each year millions of youths 
:Hood the labor market. Out of 
these millions, hundreds of thou~ 
sands may still be looking for 
work the following year. And, 
perhaps, even a greater number 
will be unhappy in jobs for which 
they neither trained nor yearned. 

Since the world is not so neatly 
aged that you can go out and get any 
you want, it would be wise for 
youths and adults to learn what employ­
ers look for in job seekers. Armed with 
this knowledge, you are better equipped 
for cu1tivating the desired qualifications. 
This is especially vital for young men 
who plan to get married and rear a family. 
It would be good for them to know what 
they are going to face when it comes to 
getting and maintaining adequate employ­
ment. 

Because of insufficient or inadequate 
training, some youths have found it nec­
essary to work at two jobs, or the wife has 
had to work just to make ends meet. At 
times this has been because they have 
wanted many material possessions or have 
failed to budget their money properly. But 
often it has been a matter of not having 
the needed skills for the work that would 
be advantageous. A certain job may pay 
enough for a young man to get by on when 
he is single, but if he gets married and has 
a family, will it be enough? Will his wages 
provide adequately for a home, meet mediM 
cal expenses and the other needs of our 
times? These are but a few things that 
youths planning to enter the labor marM 
ket sho~d think about .. A sound program 
for developing needed skills, planned early 
in life, may prove beneficial in later years, 
both in a material and a spiritual way. 
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Dropouts 
beginners is often 

considered risky by employers, espe­
cially so if the job requires much 
training. Therefore, about the first 
thing an employer wants to know is 
whether the job applicant has the 
necessary educational background. 

NoW, suppose you tell the com­
pany's hiring agent that you quit high 
school before graduation; what sort 

• • • • • • • • 
of impression do you think you will 
make? Immediately the agent is 
aware that he is faced with a quitter. 
And the risk in hiring a quitter is 
great. The employer becomes suspi­
cious that you will sooner or later 
quit on him too. If other persons are • 
available who have not quit school • 
and who possess assets equal to yours, • 
then why should the hiring agent feel 
obligated to take the risk? Most likely • 
he will not. LaborMwage statistics for 

• • • • 

• 
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the United States show that dropouts are 
on the bottom of the wage scale, that the 
average dropout makes $2,000 a year less 
than the average high·school graduate, 
which underscores what employers think 
about dropouts. 

Employers, as a rule, believe tha.t the 
high·school graduate has developed, dur· 
ing his four high·school years, a certain 
outward poise. To graduate from high 
school is an attainment, and because of 
this employers are of the impression that 
the youth is dependable and reliable, to a 
degree, at least, and that he can be trusted 
with some responsibility. Therefore, a di· 
ploma is viewed as proof of ability to 
learn, as evidence of stick·to--itiveness and 
dependability. 

Skills and Schools 
More and more, better jobs are going to 

those who can show that they have skills. 
If you are of school age you may find that 
you can receive considerable help in learn· 
ing a trade during your high·school years. 
Some schools offer programs in which the 
student holds a job part of the time and 
attends school part of the time, to learn a 
trade or a skill. If you are not aware of 
the programs available in your school or 
neighborhood, inquire of your school· 
teachers. They may suggest what studies 
or courses to pursue that would be of max· 
irnum benefit to you in preparing for a job. 

In addition, many local school systems, 
with the help of local businessmen, are 
developing post.high·school cooperative 
courses in what is called "distributive edu· 
cation." Those who enroll in these pro­
grams divide their time about equally be­
tween study and work in their special 
field. Training is given in a variety of 
business activities. You may inquire 
whether your school has such a program 
in force. 
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Another thing that can be done is to 
arrange for an interview with a work 
counselor. He, no doubt, will ask you about 
your studies, your interests, your hobbies 
and any work that you have done. He can 
tell you what the qualifications are that 
employers in various fields are looking for. 
You may discuss with him which jobs in· 
terest you and which you are best quali· 
fled to learn. A professional counselor can 
also give you useful suggestions on how 
to apply for work, how to present YDursell 
to an employer during the employment 
interview and where and how to look for 
a job on. your own. This information can 
prove invaluable when you are first start· 
ing out. 

If you have completed high school, and 
feel that you need specialized training, you 
may choose to attend a trade school for 
a time. Depending on the kind of skill de­
sired, some student<:: who think they need 
a four·year college education would be 
wiser to consider a shorter technical pro· 
gram in a trade scbool, where they are 
not as likely to be saturated with worldly 
philosophy and where they actually learn 
a skill that can be put to good use. Courses 
generally consist of basic mathematics and 
science, administrative and management 
training; general edUcation subjects; train. 
ing in the ability to read, write and inter· 
pret technical and scientific data. 

Some occupations, especially manual 
crafts and trades, require several years of 
preparation. For one to become an appren. 
tice to learn a trade, he needs an employer 
to sign a contract, agreeing to train him. 
Apprentice·training contracts are ca,re.. 
fully controlled in many countries, to be 
sure that you get the training promised. 

Available, alsO, in America is excellent 
free training in high-demand skills under 
Federal and State vocational programs. 
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Daytime and evening courses are given at 
local high schools, technical institutes and 
other special schools. At these schools you 
can leam to become a teclmician in air­
conditioning, heating and refrigeration; an 
architectural draftsman; a dental hygien­
ist, one who assists a dentist in his pro­
fessional duties; and scores of other trades. 
When you finish the course you have 
an associate degree or a certificate indi­
cating your qualification as a technician. 

To what extent are these provisions 
available? Every major city, in the United 
States has one or more of these schools 
where skill can be 

follow rules, laziness, absence or tardiness 
without cause, troublemaldng, lack: of ini­
tiative, too little or too much ambition, 
disloyalty, irresponsibility, lack of adapt­
ability and misrepresentation. 

For example, one attractive seventeen­
year-old girl dressed sloppily and noisily 
chewed gum. When she applied for a sales 
job she did what was natural to her. She 
snapped gum during the job interview and 
wore an untidy dress. It was only after 
she consulted a counselor that she was ad. 
vised about her chewing habits and dress. 
She corrected these objectionable habits 

and got a job. Learn 
acquired at a mini­
mal cost. This may 
mean that you might 
have to move to a 
large city to get the 
training you want, 
but it is wise to in-

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
now the importance 
of a neat appearance 
and of good groom­
ing. Overdressing, 
like slovenliness, 
should also be avoid-
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vestigate before making any major move. 
Be sure the school offers you the training 
you desire. 

Desirable and Undesirable Qualities 
Itepeated studies show that employers 

are desirous of good personality qualities 
along with working skills. They want ap· 
plicants who not only have ability but also 
are dependable and trustworthy. They 
want workers who have initiative, are ef­
ficient and loyal, who have a good atten­
dance record, are cheerful, helpful and un­
selfish, and who will persevere. Most of 
these desirable qualities should be devel­
oped or attained early in life. This will re~ 
quire that some attention be devoted to 
correcting or overcoming any objection­
able personality traits. 

Authorities say that more workers lose 
their jobs due to poor qualities of person­
ality than due to lack of skill. Some of the 
qualities found most objectionable by em­
ployers are carelessness, unwillingness to 
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ed. 
While a neat appearance and good 

grooming are decided assets, still more is 
desired by employers. Another girl, eigh­
teen years of age, was neat, well-groomed 
and efficient, but failed to get a job. What 
was her problem? When a job recruiter 
told her the pay offered, she told him in 
a sarcastic tone that friends advised her 
not to work for "those wages." The em­
ployer phoned the employment agency and 
said he would not hire this applicant under 
any circumstances. Her attitude and man­
ner were so unsatisfactory that he felt 
that she should not be referred again. 

Remember, a pleasant, friendly person­
ality, a mild and gentle disposition are 
viewed by an employer as being just as 
vital as your skills in typing, bookkeeping 
and shorthand. Politeness is a quality ap­
preciated by employers. There is always 
the need for tact, gentleness and coopera­
tion. When asked a question, give full in­
formation, but never brag. 

Honesty is another quality that is vital 
to an employer. A seventeen-year-old 
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.high-school graduate had specialized in 
shorthand and typing. She applied for a 
job and told her employer she was eigh-, 
teen. TWo months later her employer 
learned her true age and dismissed her at 
once. Through this misrepresentation this 
girl hurt her chances for obtaining future 
jobs. Employers desire workers who are 
honest. 

Showing Enjoyment of One'8 Work 
Employers want more than a worker 

who does his assigned work. They want to 
see their workers enjoy what they are 
doing, and not just for them to be going 
through the motions in a perftUlctory 
fashion. This enjoyment of one's work re­
flects itself in various ways. 

Promptness is one way that enjoyment 
of and appreciation for one's work is re­
flected. Starting on time and giving of one­
self fully are things that the worker has 
agreed to do. But when he responds to his 
assignment with willingness, then this con­
tagious enthusiasm is reflected and is ap­
preciated not only by the employer but 
often by the other workers as well. 

Enthusiasm is also a desirable quality, 
showing enjoyment of one's work. Em­
ployers like to see enthusiasm reflected 
with a businesslike seriousness. They do 
not care for a flippant, frivolous attitude. 
Life is serious business. So they appreciate 
controlled thinking and speaking. 

Rememner, even if a worker shows fine 
qualities of personality, he still must have 
the ability to do his work well. There is 
no substitute for skill. 

A wise person does well to bear con­
stantly in mind that spiritual interests 
should come first in his life; that educa­
tion and secular employment are merely 
means to an end, which is to provide the 
necessities of life while he treasures up 
for himself a fine fotUldation for the fu­
ture, in order that he may get u a firm 
hold on the real life." (1 Tim. 6:19) If a 
person allows either worldly education or 
secular employment to detract him from 
this goal, then he has missed life's mean­
ing and purpose. For, in the words of Je­
sus Christ, "even when a person has an 
abtUldance his life does not result from 
the things he possesses."-Luke 12:15. 

Nevertheless, good jobs can mean much. 
If personal skills are used as the Christian 
apostle Paul used his tentmaking skills, 
namely, to maintain himself in the minis­
try. then these skills are desirable assets. 
Those with good-paying jobs who have a 
balanced outlook on life are not pressed 
into doing extra work because of material 
necessities. They enjoy greater job securi­
ty and often work fewer hours. These ad­
vantages can combine to enable one to de­
vote more time to spiritual pursuits, to 
assume greater responsibilities in the con­
gregation of God's people. 

A recent scientific report estimated that a human has some 60,000 miles ot 
caplllaries In his body. These were compared to miniature tunnels that connect a 

very small vein at one end with a very small artery at the other end. Though only 
three-thousandths of an inch in diameter, one important function of the capillaries 

is to allow nutrients and oxygen to move through their "walls" to the surrounding 
tissues and to permit carbon dioxide and other wastes to be picked up and carried 

oft by the blood. As man learns more about the marvelous body that God has gIven 
him, he has all the more reason to agree with the comment of the ancient psalmist: 
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"In a fear·inspirlng way I am wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful.. 
as my soul is very well aware."-Ps. 139:14. 
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As THE busy housewife, duster in hand, 
hastens to put the final touches to her 

day's cleaning, just before the family get 
home for the evening meal, she may 
chance to look out the window and be held 
spellbound by the gorgeous display of the 
setting sun. Little does she realize, per­
haps, the very real relationship that exists 
between those dust particles she seeks to 
banish and the glorious scene that swiftly 
develops before her eyes. 

On first thought,.there would seem to be 
little in common between the sunset's glo­
ries and the grayish film that settles on 
furniture and all around the home. But 
there is, for dust is the little-appreciated 
meditnn by which the light from the sun 
is reflected and scattered throughout the 
atmosphere. 

Can you remember how, as a child, you 
were entranced by the beam of sunshine 
streaming in through the living-room win­
dow? With curiosity you noted the myriad 
tiny dust particles that seemed to flutter 
endlessly. You would not have seen those 
particles filling the air had it not been that 
they were lighted by the sun's rays; and 
you would not have noted the beamlike 
form of the sunlight had it not been for 
the presence of those particles. 

The lower atmosphere enveloping our 
earth is filled with these tiny floating par­
ticles of every type and shape, some large 
enough to see, but most of them so small 
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that even a powerful microscope would not 
reveal all of them, and so light in weight 
that it may be many months or even years 
before they settle down somewhere. And 
when they do settle, the slightest air tur­
bulence can send them off again in flight. 
Some of these particles have the ability to 
absorb water and thus become the nuclei 
around which droplets of moisture collect, 
which droplets in turn merge into vapor 
clouds in the sky. 

Basis for the Colorful SU1UJet 
The scattering of light by dust particles 

in the atmosphere results from the prin­
ciple that, when light encounters an ob­
stacle, some of it is reflected, some is 
absorbed by the obstacle and, if the inter­
vening body is not opaque, some of the 
light is passed on, though in a somewhat 
modified form. Light is generally believed 
to be of a wavelike nature. It proceeds from 
its source outward in all directions, like 
ripples in a pond into which you have 
tossed a pebble. 

Something else we should keep in mind 
about sunlight: It is composed of all the 
marvelous shades and tints you ever be­
held, in fact, some two million of them. 
Looking at sunlight through a glass prism, 
you can see a number of the outstanding 
colors: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 
violet. But between these the graduating 
tints (lighter) and shades (darker) are al-
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most innumerable. Light of different color 
moves in waves of varying length. For ex­
ample, waves of blue light are much short­
er than those of orange and red. Red light 
waves, in fact, are over twice the length 
of the violet. 

The myriads of tiny specks floating 
around in the atmosphere have the ability 
to reflect and disperse the colors of shorter 
wavelength, namely, the violets and blues. 
Hence we note that the bluish shades are 
spread across the heavens, producing the 
beautiful blue vault of the sky with which 
we are all so familiar. At the same time, 
and for the same reason, the sun appears 
to us much yellower in color than it really 
is-so much of the blue color having been 
filtered out by the atmosphere before its 
light reaches us. 

If our earth were devoid of atmosphere, 
surrounding space would all look black to 
us. Our main source of light then would 
be the reflective properties of the various 
portions of earth's surface. Of course, we 
would get a fine view of other stellar bod­
ies around us in space, but we would sorely 
miss that cushioning property of the at­
mosphere that permits air near the earth 
to cool off gradually after sunset, and to 
warm up gradually at dawn. The swift 
changes in temperature would be unen­
durable. 

Even if our atmosphere only lacked the 
ability to scatter light, we would be ex­
posed to unbearable sun glare, far beyond 
that of the hottest equatorial noon. And it 
is this ability of the dust in the atmosphere 
to spread light that provides for the grad­
ual shading off of day into night and for 
those softer outlines that please and soothe 
the eye. In effect. our dusty atmosphere 
furnishes an indirect-lighting system. 

The sources of dust in the air are many 
and varied. Desert sandstorms, volcanic 
eruptions and chemical and other indus-
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tries release plenty of material into the 
atmosphere. Dust particles may be of ani­
mal, vegetable or mineral origin. The type 
of dust in the air, and its predominant col­
or in any given region, will produce varied 
light effects, just as you get varying re­
sults by looking at the SWllight through 
several different colors of glass. 

Another variation in color effect is pro­
duced by the alterations in the distance 
through which the sunlight must penetrate 
the dust-laden air to reach various spots 
on the earth's surface. At the equator, the 
sun's rays are falling more or less perpen­
dicularly, this representing the shortest 
span from the sun. So the rays have to 
penetrate a minimum of dust particles. In 
the northerly latitudes, however, the sun­
shine strikes the earth's surface obliquely, 
and so the light has to traverse a much 
thicker belt of atmospheric dust. 

Palette of the Atmosphere 
When the SW1 goes down, the spot on 

which we are standing is being carried far­
ther and farther from the direct light of 
the sun, because of the earth's rotation on 
its axis. As this takes place the sun's rays 
are reaching us on an ever-lengthening 
diagonal route through the dust-filled air, 
and the light is being filtered through ever 
deeper layers of dust. The effect then is 
that even the yellows and oranges and reds 
are now reflected and absorbed and scat~ 
tered across the western sky, as from a 
gigantic palette. Add to this the presence 
of multiformed clouds with their odd sil­
houettes partially obscuring the declining 
sun, and you can grasp some of the me­
chanics of the colorful sunset. 

Those familiar with the vast rolling 
prairie lands of the West are likewise 
familiar with the variety and phantasy of 
its sunset displays. The glow of gold gently 
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merges into the lighter reddish tints, and 
then the show winds up with the crimson 
splendor flooding the whole western sky. 
Another very beautiful sunset is produced 
by what is called the mackerel sky. The 
peculiar cloud fonnation, against a back­
ground of sunset colors, so closely re­
sembles the markings on the skin of the' 
mackerel. 

In other parts of the world, too, unusual 
sunset effects are often observed. For ex­
ample, at sea the brilliant colors are some­
times transferred to the waters themselves, 
giving the illusion of a red ocean. Another 
maritime sunset has been called the peg 
top because the sun's disk is somehow 
distorted by the watery horizon into the 
shape of the upper half of a boy's spinning 
top. 

In far northern latitudes during the 
summer season the clearly defined disk of 
the sun often assumes a fosy-pink hue as 
it slowly sinks below the horizon, while 
the sky continues to be suffused with light. 
Arctic travelers have also reported sunset 
eXperiences during which they had the 
sensation of walking on nothing. The bril­
liant colors of sunset, reflected equally by 
white vapors above and by glittering snow 
beneath, blended so perfectly that the 
horizon simply disappeared. 

In the higher latitudes where there is 
an open view of the horizon, twilight 
lingers on until the sun's upper rim has 
sunk at least 18° below the horizon. This 
is why the sunset spectacles in these re­
gions last so long. Reflections of sunlight 
from the clouds in the upper atmosphere 
continue to produce beautiful and colorful 
effects long after sunset, effects that we 
call afterglow. In equatorial regions, on the 
other hand, the sun's rim dips quickly and 
darkness arrives. This is because the sun, 
to the observer, is sinking behind the main 
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bulk of the earth at the center of the 
horizon. Its last rays escaping along the 
rim of the horizon to north and south 
are no longer visible to the observer. 

That sunset displays produce varied 
mental imp,ressions there is no denying. 
A pale, wan sunset suggests bleakness and 
loneliness. When the yellow hues predomi­
nate, there is a feeling of peaceful serenity 
communicated. The rich golden glow gives 
the idea of warmth and promise. At times, 
as long jagged bars of fiery red peep out 
between black and frowning cloud fonna­
tions, there is something disquieting about 
the display. A sunset that features dark 
red, edged with black cloud, can even seem 
menacing. The greatest thrill comes when 
orange and yellow and red and purple 
shades appear in rich profusion, momen­
tarily changing fonn and color with the 
movement of the drifting clouds. The pace 
of the show is usually fast. You have only 
to glance away for a moment, and'there 
will be an entire change of scene. 

The marvel of the setting sun has en­
gaged the attention of artists and _ other 
lovers of beauty down through human his­
tory. It has been the inspiration of many 
a masterpiece. It has introduced the thrill 
of color into lives othelWise lacking in col­
or. It induces in appreciative observers a 
sense of wonder that is most appropriate. 
Why? Because those beautiful displays are 
not the product of blind chance. The great 
Creator long ago established the principles 
whereby light and moisture would inter­
act with solids of varying density to pro­
duce the gorgeous colors that invest our 
earthly home with warmth and vitality. As 
we breathlessly watch the sunset's marvel­
ous progress, from rich to richer shade, 
we can derive deep satisfaction from the 
knowledge that we are watching a produc­
tion of the Master Artist. 
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By I" 

correspondent in Paraguay 

S
PECULATION in the neighborhood ran 
high on January 11,.1965, as a truck ~u1led 
up to the Watch Tower Society's lot and 

unloaded bullding materials. "What would be 
gOing up here?" people wondered. "A private 
home or perhaps a theater?" In just a few days 
they 'knew that here, on the corner of one of 
Asuncl6n's prominent avenida", Jehovah's wit­
nesses were constructing a building that would 
house a Kingdom Hall, a branch office for the 
Watch Tower Society and living quarters for 
some of the missionaries who are carrying on 
their ministry in Paraguay. 

In a country where constructions of a 
relIgious nature drag on for years at times, 
the neighbors, and the thousands of people 
who passed by on their way to and from 
work and to the football games at the principal 
stadium three blocks away, were amazed to 
see the daily progress. Almost overnight the 
walls seemed to spring up, and other notable 
changes were observed. Even more amazing 
to those observing the progress were the 
groups 01 volunteer workers; including women 
and youngsters who showed up every weekend 
to do necessary menial work, even during the 
heat 01 the day when it was time for siesta. 

But speed 01 construction did not lessen the 
quality of the building. A heavy foundation of 
reinforced concrete was poured instead of 
having the usual 10undation of large rocks held 
together by a weak mixture of I1me and sand. 
The entire roof, too, is 01 reln.torced concrete. 
The outside of the building is painted a pleas­
ant two--tone blue, and the windows are 
covered with practical yet stylish shutters of 
aluminum. The entire building, as one person 
expressed it, "appears just as if it had been 
sculptured out of a solid piece- of stone." 
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October 23, 1965, was a big day for the 
missionaries, for on this day, some ten 
months a1ter the start of construction, 
the move was made 1rom lhe old rented 
branch-missionary home to the new. Here 
at last was progress for which they had 
worked and prayed for a long time. 

In this respect it is interesting to note 
that the ministerial activIties of Jehovah's 
witnesses have been carried on in Para­
guay in an organized way since the year 
1939, During the servIce year of 1965, a 
peak of 541 ministers was reported, and 
these ministers devoted more than 120,000 
hours of their time in helping their fel-
lowman. Yes, theocratic progress here in 

Paraguay made these new facilities necessary. 
The dedication of the structure was deferred 

to coincide with the visit of the president of 
the Society, during his Central and South 
American tour. Dedication night 1ell on Janu­
ary 10, 1966, or exactly one year from the time 
that construction began. It was truly a joyful 
night. Representative brothers from most parts 
of the country were present along with a good.­
ly number of interested people, and, when the 
final count was taken, a happy crowd of 370 
was present. The Kingdom Hall was packed 
out, with the overflow group seated in the side 
patio. The program was touchlng. Apart !rom 
the main dedication talk, It was handled entire­
ly by local brothers. 

The Society's president took his llsteners 
back to the time of the dedication 01 the 
tabernacle in the wilderness. He also gave a 
vivid description of the time when Moses 
stood atop Mount Nebo and could see the 
entire expanse of the Promised Land. To prove 
the Bible true in the matter, he told of his 
own experience when, durIng an airplane ftight 
over this area at about the same height as 
Mount Nebo, he, too, could see what Moses saw 
just before he died-the entire expanse of the 
promised land. He told of how the Israelites, 
after entering the Promised Land and later 
building the magnificent temple of Solomon, 
turned unfaithful and had their temple des­
troyed by a heathen nation. Thus, too, today it 
is not the building that is important, he said, 
but "it is you, the people, who are important, 
and what you do in the future as Jehovah's 
people." 

And so another step in the progress of Jeho­
vah's witnesses in Paraguay was taken. 
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By "Awake!" 
correspondent 

in Brazil 

rJ'1HERE had been some hot 
1 beginning of the year, as 
are here before a shower. But, 
it was summertime in Rio de 
Then came the night of January 
heavy overcast finally erupted into 
lent rainstorm. Rain, sheets of rain, 
pouring down, especially heavy in 

southern part of the state of ~~~'~:;~ 
which embraces the city of Rio de 
with its suburbs. 

Rains always have been some problem 
In this city, wft.ich is built mostly just a 
little above sea level A third of the total 
area of this city-state is made up of three 
principal mOWltain masses covered with 
deep-green vegetation, the highest peak 
being over one thousand meters (about 
3,300 feet). Contributing to the peculiar 
charm of this city are spurs, hills and oth~ 
er elevations. The city itself is built in the 
hollows between many rugged, curiously 
shaped hills. But from all of these the 
rainwaters rush down toward the sea, 
sometimes flooding parts of the city when 
the rain is heavy. On many hills and 
mOWltain slopes are houses of all kinds, 
some hanging precariously to the slopes. 

On this Monday night the rain was pour­
ing down in what at first looked like a 
heavy summer shower. But it continued on 
and on. Next morning when the first re­
ports were made public, it was apparent 
that it was not just another heavy down­
pour but a major disaster. 

Repeated Raim Raise Death Toll 
In twelve hours an average of 237 milli­

meters of rain fell, with certain places re­
ceiving as much as 287 millimeters (about 
11 inches). This completely flooded some 
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lower parts of the city. It washed down 
hillsides, carrying along shacks, houses 
and even collapsing apartment buildings 
on hill slopes. Rain and mud raced through 
the lower floors of some buildings, com­
pletely destroying them. Landslides 
blocked main arteries with rocks, earth, 
mUd, water and other debris. Rain washed 
away parts of hillside roads and streets, 
carrying awa:)!! and burying cars, break­
ing power and telephone lines, destroying 
viaducts and killing scores of People. 

It had not rained here like that in 
eighty-three years. Thousands of people 
were left homeless. Schools, government 
buildings, shopping centers and the big~ 
gest soccer stadium in the world, the huge 
Maracanii stadium-near which Jehovah's 
witnesses were planning to hold their re­
gional "Word of Truth" district assembly 
-were transformed into temporary living 
quarters for many thousands of people. 

By Tuesday morning over a hWldred 
dead persons had been brought to the city 
morgue. However, it wa:s ~own that a 
sizable number of other victims had not 
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yet been found, since many lay buried un· 
der the-avalanches of mud and debris. oth· 
ers had drowned. It was not yet possible to 
see the extent of the tragedy, which was 
to spread itself also over the neighboring 
state of Rio de Janeiro and other parts of 
the .COlUltry, raising the nwnber of dead 
into the hWldreds. 

For days the rains continued. A land~ 
slide of earth and rocks damaged one of 
the 'principal water mains, leaving part of 
the city, including the fashionable Copa~ 
cabana beach district, without usable wa~ 
ter for several days. The main commWli~ 
cation arteries into Rio were partly 
blocked. The trains stopped running, bus 
connections out of the city were severely 
cut, and airports were temporarily shut 
down. Within the city, public ttansporta· 
tion had to be reduced. 

A Minister's Eyewitness Report 
One of the seriously affected hill dis. 

trlcts on a pass between two mountains is 
also the territory of one of the forty con· 
gregations of Jehovah's witnesses in the 
city. The local congregation overseer tells 
what happened there: 

"When the rain started on Monday eve· 
ning, I happened to be visiting at the home 
of a Witness near the ocean highway 
known as Avenida Niemeyer. Since the 
rather heavy rain did not 'stop, I decided 
to go home. A big boulder had crashed 
down the hill, blocking the road; however, 
by chance I got a ride on a bus that had 
turned aroWld. Later I learned that the 
two little houses next to the one I visited 
had been destroyed by a landslide shortly 
after I left, but the home of the Witness 
had not been damaged at all. 

"All during the night the rain kept 
pouring down. It was impossible to be of 
any help on the hill, since there was no 
light due to the power failure. But first 
thing the next morning other WitneSses 
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and -myself checked to see if any of our 
Christian brothers needed help or were 
endangered. We discovered that huge 
amounts of earth and stones had slid down 
the hill, burying everything in their path 
and killing seventy people. However, none 
of the Witnesses had suffered loss, al· 
though some will have to move so as not 
to stay exposed in perilous places. Later 
that afternoon I checked on a group of 
Witnesses who lived on a spot that had 
become rather dangerous due to the rain. 
I invited them to the Kingdom Hall to 
have their Bible study and to spend the 
night there." 

Arrangements were made to care for 
them. The Kingdom Hall, not yet quite 
completed, suffered no damage, not even 
a broken tile, although houses all around 
it had crashed down, and some mud had 
been swept up to one wall on the outside 
of the Kingdom Hall. This was promptly 
cleared away by the Witnesses and safety 
measures were taken to ensure no repeti· 
tion of it. 

A similar thing occurred on a different 
hillside location where a new congrega~ 
tion of Jehovah's witnesses had just been 
formed. There also no Witnesses were 
killed, and only one family suffered any 
material loss. The new Kingdom Hall re­
ma:ined safe, although avalanches of mud 
had crashed down on both sides of it not 
far away. 

Interest in Assemblll Despite Rains 
In another area, some families of Wit­

nesses living in a low place lost their be· 
longings when their houses were flooded. 
The authorities evacuated them. When 
their congregational overseers found 
them and inquired about their condition, 
their chief concern was whether the 
"Word of Truth" assembly was going to 
be held on schedule. They detennined that 
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at least lOme from every family would be 
present. 

As far as is known, no lives of Witnesses 
have been lost, and their material losses 
have been cared for by their congrega­

:tions. 
Many people commented on what they 

observed taking place among Jehovah's 
witnesses. They were also wondering if the 
Witnesses would still be able to hold their 
district assembly, January 13 to 16, in the 
Maracaniizinho (the Little Maracana) 
gymnasium. 

But there, on Thursday, despite the rain 
and mud and transportation difficulties, 
was an initial crowd of almost 3,000. They 
had a pleasant surprise. That evening, the 
president of the Watch Tower Society, 
N. H. Knorr, addressed them for an hour 
on the subject "Finding Happiness." He 
also told them that he was on a quick in­
spection tour, preparing for next year's in­
ternational assemblies in Central and 
South America. The one in Brazil' Is to be 

held in January 1967 in Sao Paulo, the 
second-largest city m Brazil. 

The assembly reached its climax. on 
Sunday, at the public lecture, with an at­
tendance of 14,094. Some from other states 
had not been able to come due to the 
transportation difficulties, and others had 
to go to tme of the other assemblies in the 
series of ten for the same reason. But over 
fourteen thousand did assemble in the 
gymnasium despite the rain, even though 
the main arena still had some water in it. 

To many, the prompt and loving action 
by the congregation overseers and their 
assistants on behalf of the needy high­
lighted a Bible prophecy. It proved that 
such ones are "like a hiding place from 
the wind and a place of concealment from 
the rainstonn" in more ways than one. 
(Isa. 32:2) InqtJ.iries from all over the 
country and even from foreign lands 
showed the love on the part of their Chris­
tian brothers in other parts of the world. 

DESIGN FOR A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW 
On comparing human eye·ability with that of birds, we are forced to conclude 

that the bird's eye excels in a number of vital respects. This is attributed to the 
vastly greater number of visual cells in the lining of the bird's eye. Says one 
writer, A. Parmelee, in the book All the Bird8 oj the Bible (1959): "While the 
retina of a man's eye contains some 200,000 visual cells per square millimeter, most 
birds have three times that number, and hawks, vultures, and eagles have a million 
or more per square m.lllirneter." 

The bird's eye also has superior ability to focus on small objects at a great dis· 
tance, and to keep the object in focus while it swoops down upon it. The eagle, for 
example, can spot prey some miles off and dive to the precise location, never for 
a moment letting the quarry out of sIght. 

Displaying a depth of wisdom about earth's creatures that long antedates scientific 
discovery, God's Word, the Bible, has this gem: "Is it at your order that an eagle 
files upward and that it builds its nest high up ... ? From there it has to search 
for food; far Into the distance its eyes keep looking."-Job 39:27·29. 
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WHEN oxygen, hydrogen, 
carbon, ni:trogen and a 

small amount of other ele­
ments are brought together 

The Fascinating 
Story 

properly. what do you have? 
YOU! 

Yes, the living substance that 
makes up your body cells, pro­
toplasm, is composed of vari­
ous elements of the earth. 
These elements are foundation 
blocks of our material universe. 

What is an element? It is a substance 
that cannot be further simplified or de­
composed by ordinary chemical means. As 
one scientist put it: "Ap. element is a sub­
stance made up entirely of atoms of one 
single kind," In other words, when one has 
a piece of pure gold, it contains nothing 
else but gold atoms. 

EIements are usually described as either 
inert (inactive) or active. Inert elements, 
such as helium or argon, will not combine 
with other elements. But active elements 
can be combined. When they are, a com­
pound is formed, a substance new and dif­
ferent from the elements that make it up. 
For instance, if 56 parts of iron are mixed 
with 32 parts of sulfur and heated, a new 
and different substance, iron sulfide, is 
produced. Chlorine gas by itself is a poison. 
So is the element sodium. But when com· 
bined, the result is a compound entirely 
different from either element, sodium 
chloride, ordinary table salt! 

Active elements have enough differences 
in their characteristics so as to be divided 
into two general groups, metals and non­
metals. Metals, such as iron, aluminum, 
copper and others, are usually distin­
guished by a metallic luster, are generally 
good conductors of heat and electricity, 
and can usually be drawn into wire or 
hammered or rolled into sheets. The non­
metals, such as silicon, selenium, phospho­
rus, sulfur and others, do not have the 
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of the 

metallic luster, are generally poor con­
ductors and cannot be drawn into wire or 
made into sheets. A few elements, called 
metalloids, have properties of both metals 
and nonmetals. 

Long Search 
Today we know exactly which elements 

constitute the hundreds of thousands of 
kinds of matter known, both animate and 
inanimate. There are 92 of the "natural" 
elements, most of which can he found on 
the earth. In addition to these, there are, 
as of now, 11 other "man-made" elements, 
making a total of 103. 
, It has taken man a long time to find out 
all of this. For centuries he has struggled 
to unlock the secrets of' the elements in 
order to identify them and use them to bet­
ter advantage. Many ancients were side­
tracked completely. Some believed that 
there were five elements only--earth, 
wood, fire, metal and water. The alchemists 
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of the Middle Ages had a similar and equal­
ly incorrect view. They believed there were 
four elements-water, earth, air and fire. 
But these alchemists were not really 
searching for the elements, but, rather,' 
for a "philosophers' stone," which could 
tum cheaper metals into gold, and the 
"elixir of life," which could prolong man's 
life. 

Some elements were used very early in 
man's history. The inspired record found 
in the Bible mentions "Tubal-cain, the 
forger of every sort of tool of copper and 
iron." (Gen. 4:22) So these metals were 
in use some 5,000 or more years ago. Be­
sides copper and iron, gold, silver, tin, lead, 
mercury, sulfur and carbon were discov­
ered before our Common Era. The ancients 
probably obtained the metals by the sim­
ple method of heating the ores in which 
they were found, possibly with the element 
carbon. One example is the common are 
called galena, or lead sulfide. When it is 
heated with carbon (coke) in a furnace, 
pure lead metal can be separated. In other 
instances sulfides are oxidized with a blast 
of air injected, and then reduced with car­
bon, ,coke or other reducing agents, to the 
metallic state. 

However, many more centuries went by 
before further progress was made in the 
discovery and use of other elements. Be­
tween the thirteenth and fifteenth cen­
turies arsenic, antimony and bismuth were 
identified. In the sixteenth century another 
element was fOWld, perhaps first in Mexi­
co. Later, about 1735, it was Doted in Co­
lombia. It resembled silver. Since plata 
Is the Spanish word for silver it was 
named "little silver" or platinum in En­
glish. Possibly in the sixteenth century 
also zinc was identified, although some say 
its detection dates back even before our 
Common Era. 

One of the first elements discovered by 
a single man and for which credit was 
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given him was the element phosph~. 
This name means "bearer of light," and the 
element was discovered in 1669 by Hen­
nig. Brand in Germany. It was isolated 
from a sample of dried' urine. 

Eighteenth Century, One of Discovery 
About 1735 the element cobalt was 

found, and in 1751 nickel. Those who were 
working on these elements thought that 
they were extracting copper. When the 
ores they experimented with refused to 
give copper, but instead gave cobalt and 
nickel, they named these two elements 
"Kobald," meaning goblin, and "Kupper­
nickel," or "Old Nick's Copper," I because 
of their perversity. 

The eighteenth century continued to be 
fruitful in the discovery of elements. One 
notable study by scientists was of the air 
and the gases that form it. In 1766 En­
glish scientist Henry Cavendish isolated a 
gas· that bubbled off when he put some bits 
of zinc into a flask containing sulfuric acid. 
What he got was hydrogen gas. He knew 
he had something different that he could 
weigh, although it was invisible. It was 
later named hydrogen because it is an in­
gredient in water and the word hydrogen 
means "water maker." 

About this same time Priestly in En­
gland and Scheele in Sweden began similar 
experiments. They took a red powder, mer­
curic oxide, and heated it. The gas that 
came off was collected. It was found that 
this gas could support life and even made 
a flame burn more brightly. This was ap.­
other element, and was named oxygen be­
cause it was incorrectly thought to be an 
ingredient in all acids, the word "oxygen" 
meaning "acid former." 

Many men started experimenting with 
these two gases, among them Cavendish 
and Lavoisier. They took oxygen gas and 
mixed it with hydrogen gas and sparked 
the mixture with electricity. Since both 
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gases are highly volatile, the result was an 
explosion! On looking in the :flasks after­
ward, a liquid was observed. Here was the 
proof that water, H20"was a combination 
of the two gases. 

Another man, Rutherford, observed that 
when air is breathed, part of it is used up. 
This, of course, is the oxygen. He put a 
candle into a fias~ of air and closed it up 
tightly. The candle went out. He did the 
same with a mouse, and it eventually died 
ftom lack of oxygen. But when he weighed 
the air, he found that it still had wejght. 
Something remained. He studied what' was 
left over and discovered nitrogen gas, an­
other free element, named nitrogen be­
cause it was also later 'found in nitre. ' 

Between the 1770's and 1800 more ele­
ments were added to the list, including 
manganese, molybdenum, tellurium, tung­
sten, zirconium, uranium, titanium, yttri­
um, chromium, beryllium and strontium. 
Chlorine was found by Scheele in 1774. The 
very next year it was used as a bleaching 
agent and is still widely used for this pur­
pose. Since it is a light-green gas it was 
named from the Greek word chlor08, which 
means "light green." 

NelD Equipment Aids DiBcoveries 
At the turn of the nineteenth century 

an investigator named Volta observed that 
electricity could be produced by separating 
zinc and silver by a cloth moistened in a 
salt solution. He invented what is known 
as the "voltaic pile." In 1807 Humphry 
Davy used a large volta battery and sent 
an electrical current through a solution of 
potassium hydroxide. He found that he 
could separate free potassium in this way, 
because it collected at one of the two elec­
tric poles due to the electrical attraction. 
He isolated. not only potassium, but sodium 
as well, from sodium hydroxide. Likely 
this magazine you are reading was printed 
from plates that had been put through a 
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similar pxvcess, but instead of collecting 
potassium; the plates collected nickel, giv­
ing them the very hard surface needed for 
long wear on a printing press. Much later 
another researcher took the element po­
tassium, which is extremely active, and 
used it to free the element aluminum, 
which had been difficult to separate. Alumi­
num was named after alum, the compound 
in which it was found. 

Another instrument useful in identifying 
elements is the spectroscope, invented by 
Bunsen and Kirchhoff. This instrument was 
based on the principle that different colors 
of light are caused by different wave­
lengths of light. When they are separated 
in a spectroscope, a spectrum or band of 
colors can be seen. Each element gives its 
own individual spectrum, a positive means 
of identification. By using the spectro­
scope, very small quantities of material 
can be identified. For example, one ten­
billionth of an ounce of sodium can be 
detected! 

In 1860 the inventors of the spectro­
scope were working with some material 
from spring water and observed several 
unknown bright lines in the spectrum pro­
duced. This led them to the discovery of 
the element cesium. The name means "sky 
blue," and it was called this because of the 
two bright-blue lines peculiar to its spec­
trum. Another element was also discov­
ered, rubidium, so named for two very 
bright-red lines found in its spectrum. 

Another practical use of the spectro­
scope was made in 1868. DW'ing an eclipse 
of the sun, the light of the chromosphere 
was studied. A Frenchman, Janssen, ob­
served a brilliant yellow line that was un· 
known in the spectrum. He named the new 
element helium, after the Greek word for 
the sun, heU08. Much later, in 1895, this 
same element was found on the earth when 
a sample of clevite was heated and the 
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same speCtrum obtained 
helium of the SWl. 

as that of the vised by the Russian scientist Mendeleeff. 
Many men were wondering if there was 

not some relationship between the differ-
The "Lazy" Gases ent elements, so Mendeleeff began experi-

In the 1800's several dozen more ele- menting. He took all the known elements 
ments were added to the !;"owing number and made out small cards for each one. 
of these building blocks of matter. Among Then he began tacking them on the wall 
these were the "lazy" gases. in various arrangements. He observed that 

In the 1880's a man named Raleigh the elements could be grouped, and that 
found' that the nitrogen in the air was a their chemical properties seemed to re­
little more dense than that produced syn- peat in a series. He called this the "law of 
thetically, and he wondered why this was octaves." 
so. About fifteen years later a co-worker, The chart Mendeleeff made was the fore­
Ramsey, performed an experiment with runner of the modern Periodic Chart of 
air that revealed why. First, he removed the Elements, familiar to all chemistry 
all the oxygen from a sample of air, then students. His chart actually allowed him 
all the nitrogen. But something still re- to predict the presence of three more ele­
roained, a gas that could not be detected ments, undiscovered at the time. How did 
in any known way-except perhaps by he do so? He noticed that there were three 
using the spectroscope. The new gas was "holes" in his chart and guessed that there 
first liquefied and then studied with the should be elements to fill those holes. He 
spectroscope. It gave a spectrum that was was right! 

. unknown before. A new element had been Mendeleeff felt that one of these "miss-
discovered in the air. It was called argon, ing" elements should resemble the element 
which means "lazy" in Greek. It really boron, and he called it ekaboron. He said 
was a "lazy" gas, because it was inert. It that someone should look for an element 
would not react with anything. that was a dirty-gray solid with an atomic 

Other experiments followed. More air weight of 72 and a density of 5.5. A Ger­
was liquefied and more gases were found man scientist found just such an element! 
that resembled argon. These included neon, It had an atomic weight of 72.6, a density 
meaning "new"; krypton, meaning "hid- of 5.47 and was grayish-white. It was 
den"; and xenon, meaning "stranger." In named germanium, after his native coun-
1900 another was added to this series of try. A Frenchman fOWld another of Mende­
inert gases. It was named radon because leeff's elements and named it gallium, af­
it is radioactive, as well as inert. ter the ancient name of France, which was 

However, some of these "lazy" gases Gaul. 
may not be so lazy after all. In 1962 it More elements were quickly added to the 
was found that the gas xenon could com- growing list, until by 1925, 88 of the 92 
bine with fluorine to fonn a new com- . elements were isolated. At this point, there 
poWld.' Two krypton fluorides have also were still four gaps in the chart now avail­
been reported. able, four missing elements. In 1937 the 

Chart of Elements 
Another tool useful to chemists, one that 

aided in finding more elements, was de-
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first of these was manufactured, an ele­
ment too unstable to occur free in the 
earth. Since it was produced synthetican.y 
it was called' technetium, or "artificial." 
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The second of these four famous elements 
is similar to the chlorine (yellow·green), 
bromine (stinking) and iodine (violet) se· 
ries. But, unlike the others, it is invisible 
and very unstable. Therefore, it was called 
aStatine, meaning "unstable." The other 
two were also found, one called francium, 
after the country of France; the other 
promethium, after the mythical Greek he· 
ro who supposedly stole fire from the gods 
for the benefit of man. 

Radioactivity and "Man·Made" Elements. 
One day a professor in France left a piece 

of uranium ore on an undeveloped photo-­
graphic plate in his darkroom. The next 
day he noticed something strange-the 
plate had been exposed exactly in the spot 
where the ore was resting, in a darkened 
room! The professor could not understand 
the cause of it. He presented this prob· 
!em to a young student, Marie Curie. After 
years of work she and her husband, Pierre 
Curie, reduced tons of ore to a few grams 
of the element responsible. This was ra· 
dium, a radioactive element. 

On the basis of the knowledge gained in 
the ~dy of radioactivity, and with a the· 
ory of matter that had been devised by 
Albert Einstein, a new instrument was 
built in Berkeley, California, to study the 
elements further. The machine was called 
a cyclotron. It has led to the discovery of 
a series of "man·made'" elements, elements 
that do not occur free but that can be pro­
duced by bombarding the nucleus of the 
atom of some heavier elements so as to 
produce a new element, one that has the 
same number of electrons and protons, but 
that has been made still heavier by the ad­
dition of particles to the nucleus of its 
atom. 

In 1940 element 92, uranium, was bom­
barded with a neutron (a part of the atom 
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that has no electrical charge), and element 
93 formed. It was called neptunium, after 
the planet Neptune, as uranium had been 
named after another planet, Uranus. Also 
in 1940 element 94 was produced in the 
same way and was named plutonium, after 
the planet Pluto. 

Element 95 was called americium, for 
the Americas. Element 96 was called cu­
rium, after the Curies who had discovered 
radium. Element 97 is berkelium, named 
after the city where the cyclotron was 
built, and element 98 is called californium, 
after the state of California. Element 99 
was name'd einsteiniUm, after the famous 
scientist Einstein. Element 100 was first 
seen in the dust of the explosion of a nu­
clear device at Eniwetok Island in the 
Pacific Ocean and was named fermium, 
after the scientist Enrico Fermi. Element 
101 was formed from einsteinium (element 
99) and was narned mendelevium, after the 
Russian chemist, Mendeleeff. 

Scientist Glenn Seaborg, discoverer of 
plutonium, had predicted that within a few 
years more elements would be synthesized. 
This prediction came true, as in 1957 ele­
ment 102 was isolated and named, being 
called nobelium. Then in 1961 the latest 
element was detected. It was named law­
rencium, after the inventor of the cyclo-­
tron. This made a total of 103 elements 
identified thus far. 

So down through the ages man has 
shown much ingenuity in discovering the 
elements the Creator has made. From such 
discoveries materials have been produced 
to enrich man's life. But in the process he 
has also learned to create horrible weapons 
of destruction. How much better it is to 
use such knowledge for the blessing of 
mankind, in harmony with the purpose of 
the Creator, who has given man the earth 
as bis abiding home! 
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By "Awake!" correspondent in Sweden 

IN Lerback, Sweden, is a prison with no 
walls or barbwire ,fences and where the 

prisoners themselves take turn at guard 
duty. This unique prison, started at the 
beginning of 1965, is located about midway 
between Stockholm and Gothenburg. Here 
inmates are not locked in, even after they 
have finished their day's work. Who have 
been sentenced to this unusual "open" pris­
on? The institution exclusively houses 
young men who are Christian witnesses of 
Jehovah. 

As shown by the conduct of these Chris­
tians there in prison, they obviously are 
not persons who defy the law or obey only 
laws that they personally feel to be just 
and impartial. In contrast with the rising 
spirit of lawlessness in the world around 
them, these people feel an obligation be­
fore God to be obedient to the laws of the 
land in which they live. But, above all, 
they feel obligated to obey God and to sub­
mit to his judgments. So, when human 
governments make laws that call on them 
to engage in activity that is a violation of 
God's righteous law, these Christians pre­
fer to suffer the penalties of man's law 
rather, than coming under the disapprOVal 
of their God. 

That was true of the early Christians, 
such as the apostles of Jesus Christ, who 
were imprisoned, not because they were 
criminals or promoters of civil disobedi­
ence, but because they gave their first de­
votion to God as ruler. (Acts, chapters 5, 
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24) It is true of Jehovah's witnesses today, 
because they pursue peace and maintain a 
course of Christian neutrality in this 
world.-John 15: 19; Jas. 4:4; lsa. 2:4. 

Agree to Cooperate. Obey Rules 
Upon arrival in Lerback, each prisoner 

signs a statement that he writes out and 
that reads: "I do hereby solemnly prom­
ise that I shall not leave the premises o'f 
the colony, e~cept by permission from the 
Superintendent, and further that I shall 
do my best to deport myself according to 
the rules of the institution." This state­
ment is witnessed by a member of the ad: 
visory council, which is made up of the 
inmates themselves. 

This experiment has been observed with 
much interest in various circles in Sweden. 
When a newsman asked the superinten­
dent, Alf Johansson, how the internees were 
behaving themselves, he answered: "They 
are really fine boys, they acquiesce in their 
fate and respect the laws of the place, the 
unwritten as well as the \\Titten ones. They 
have a very strong *ill to deport them­
selves well." The superintendent further 
mentioned that without confidence this ex­
periment would not succeed, and affirmed 
that everything has been astonishingly free 
of friction, and no one has been shirking 
from work. 

The superintendent does not live on the 
premises but several miles away. He comes 
there in the morning and sees that there 
is enough food for the cooks to prepare and 
materials for the construction work that 
is being done, and so forth. When he leaves 
in the afternoon, the inmates look after 
everything themselves. 

Two watchmen are selected by the in­
mates, for one week at a time. It has hap­
pened on occasion that one of the prison 
authorities has gone out there during the 
course of the night, to check on the watch. 
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men, and they have never been found sleep­
ing or neglecting their duties. 

Qbservers and ORicials impres8ed 
A journalist from the (Stockholm) 

Svenska Dagb1.adet vis\ted the camp and 
then wrote a half-page article under the 
heading: "PRISON COLONY LERBACK WHOr.-. 
L Y WITHOUT WALI..S-JEHOVAH WITNESSES 
BUILb HOUSES BY CONTRACf." He stated 
that such an experiment as this was with­
out equal in this part of the world and 
said that "neither the Superintendent nor 
the inmates have been able to discover any 
serious faults in the system as such." The 
journalist asked a watchman if there had 
been any attempts at escaping, seeing that 
the highway runs right outside the place 
and no inmate is locked in. "The watchman 
looked almost offended!" he reported. 
"Here it is a case of seeing," he said, "that 
no unwarranted one enters the place rather 
than hindering anyone from leaving." 

One of the officials is reported to have 
stated that they are aware of the dilemma 
that would confront them in case there 
were none of Jehovah's witnesses to send 
there: "If it is left empty, people from 
the outside might break in and spoil it, 
and if other inmates are placed there, then 
the place might become spoiled from the 
inside." Another said to a journalist: "I 
have got quite a different opinion about 
them than I had before 1 got here. 1 
thought that they would be stubborn, hate­
fql and critical against anything that has 
to do with organized society, but the boys 
are real fine, that 1 must admit; they are 
wllling to work and very efficient." , 

When the inmates themselves were 
asked about their opinion of this arrange­
ment, they replied that the opportunity to 
have their own regular Bible studies and 
other meetings of a congregational nature 
was very much appreciated. 

The behavior of the Witnesses has cer-

26 

tainly made a favorable impression on 
many persons. When a construction fore­
man, who had been overseeing some work 
at the prison, was to leave because of an­
other assignment, he wrote in the Guest 
Book of the institut\Qn~ 

"Thanks most heartily for the fine time 
I have bad here while I have had the honor 
of directing and distributing the work at 
this colony, with the aid of a category of 
people with whom 1 was wholly unacquaint­
ed and whom I, in my inexperience, had 
almost been looking down on, because 1 
believed that they were unwilling to work 
at what we call ordinary jobs. During the 
twenty years that I have been directing 
various jobs, I have never had the joy of 
meeting more harmonious mates to work 
with than you are. So, 'one has to live and 
learn.' " 

It has also reeu repurWi that an ci!k.ial 
in charge at another prison institution has 
said to one of Jehovah's witnesses there, 
when be was to leave, after serving his 
term: "Why should all the fine boys be 
sent to Lerback? We need such as you 
here." And in yet anoth~r prison one of 
Jehovah's witnesses was sent out by him­
self, dressed in his own civilian dothes, to 
carry a large sum of money to be deposited 
in the bank, in behalf of the prison office. 

All of this reminds one of the Biblical 
record about Joseph down in ancient 
Egypt, where he was unjustly put in pris­
on. The Bible record says: "The chIef offi­
cer of the prison house was looking after 
absolutely nothing that was in his hand, 
because Jehovah was with Joseph and 
what he was doing Jehovah was making it 
turn out successful." (Gen. 39:23) What 
a remarkable I'arallel today! The prison 
authorities know that they can leave things 
in the hands of Jehovah's witnesses with 
full confidence, because, 'though they an 
imprisoned on account of their Christian 
conscience, they obey the law. 
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troduces warnes about the security and 
protection of material assets, concern 
about how to guard them from loss, and 
often, too, the prickings of conscience due 
to questionable methods of acquiring 
wealth. 

In the field of intellectual achievement, 
it is undeniable that a multitude of clever 
doctors, lawyers and inventors have been 
able to ease the physical burdens and ai1~ 
rnents of great masses of the people. To 

WORLDLY wisdom is the product of highly favored portions of the earth they 
an educational system that places have brought less drudgery and better 

emphasis on material values and human health care. They have succeeded in bring­
reasoning rather than upon spiritual val- ing men into closer contact with one an­
ues and one's relationship with God, It other. The accumulations of humanknowl. 
adopts what is claimed to be a very prac- edge have been- made available in varying 
tical attitude toward life and the problems degrees to peoples in all lands. 
of living. It measures success in tenns of At the same time it would be foolish to 
material wealth and scientific and intel- close our eyes to other 4nmistakable facts 
lectual achievement. In effect it rules out of our time. In this latter half of the 
the existence of any higher wisdom than twentieth century vast populations in vari­
that which men hav~ developed laborious- ous parts of the world still suffer from 
Iy down through the centuries of human undernourishment and inadequate med!­
history. cal care. Unrestricted population growth 

Since the affairs of this world are large- in those areas of earth continues to over­
ly in the hands of those who are wise in tax the ability to produce arid distribute 
the ways of the world, it is timely, yes, even the minimum requirements in the 
even important, that we carefully exam- way of food supply. Human ingenuity has 
ine their approach to w~rld probl:ms and proved unequal to the task of harmonizing 
their hope of success. FIrst, conSIder the the many radical differences in racial, re­
advantages of wealth. Material riches can ligious and national thinking. Peace con­
certainly ease the anxieties having to do I tinues to elude the best plans of interna­
with providing the necessities of life and tional statesmen. Everywhere lawlessness 
meeting financial obligations, They also and violence are il),creasing, 
produce a measure of ~o~or ~d respect These disquieting developments of our 
to their possessor, pennltti~g hl,m to hold day were foretold to come, for the apostle 
up his head in the best SOCial CIrcles. Paul wrote nineteen hundred years ago: 

But there are disadvantages. It is well "In the last days critical times hard to 
known that material possessions do not deal with will be here. For men will be 
necessarily bring happiness. The possessor lovers of themselves, lovers of money, self­
ef wealth is induced to put his trust in assuming, haughty, bla.sphemers, disobe­
that which can and often does deteriorate. dient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 
Financial success can develop in men a having no natural affection, not open to 
callous disregard for the effects of their any agreement, ~landerers, without self­
success on less fortunate ones. It also in- control, fierce, Without love of goodness, 
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betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with 
pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lov~ , 
ers of God," (2 Tim. 3:1-4) Is not this the 
very situation that confronts us today on 
a global scale? 

The cause for these critical times is 
also pinpointed for us by the apostle Paul, 
for he writes: "Just as they did not ap­
prove of holding God in accurate knowl­
edge. God gave them up to a disapproved 
mental state, to do the things not fitting." 
(Rom. 1:28) Thus it becomes evident that 
when men depend upon their own reason­
ing and ignore or treat lightly the record­
ed thoughts of God, they go in the wrong 
way and think and 'do foolish things. 

It is true that on the surface human 
reasonings and schemes can seem quite 
plausible, even beneficial, but when com­
pared with God's thinking on the matter 
they often turn out to be. foolish. For ex­
ample, when Jesus was on trial before 
Pilate human reasoning might have dic­
tated that he make an eloquent plea for 
his life. Instead, however, Jesus conformed 
himself to the thoughts of God already 
written down in the prophecies. "Like a 
ewe that before her shearers has become 
mute, he also would not open his mouth." 
(!sa. 53:7; Acts 8:32) He did not substi~ 
tute human reasoning for the wisdom that 
comes down from above. 

When teaching his disciples, Jesus put 
this matter of deferring to God's wisdom 
very forcefully. On one occasion when he 
was reciting to them the prophecies fore~ 
telling his own persecution and death, Pe~ 
ter took issue with the Master. Jesus re~ 
buked him, saying: "You are a stumbling 
block to me, because you think, not God's 
thoughts, but those of men." (Matt. 16: 
23) Is it not likely that worldly~wise ones 
of today also think, not God's thoughts, 
but those of men'? In aU their planning for 
the present and the fUture, they do not 
take into accoWlt the sure development of 
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world events that God has had written 
down in his Word for men to read. 

So, in seeking to determine whether 
worldly wisdom can bring genuine success, 
we do well to have in mind the purpose of 
the Creator, again expressed by the apos­
tle Paul: "'I will make the wisdom of the 
wise men perish, and the intelligence of 
the intellectual men I will shove aside.' 
Where is the wise man? Where the scribe? 
Where the debater of this system of 
things? Did not God make the wisdom of 
the world foolish?" (1 Cor. 1:19,20) Why 
should God reveal his secrets and give his 
protective guidance to those who reject 
his wisdom and proudly lean to their own 
Wlderstanding? 

Contrasting with the evil effects from 
following human reasoning, note the deM 
sirable results to those who seek to be 
gu\ded \))", heaven1y w\sdom: «The wisdom 
from above is first of all chaste, then 
peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full 
of mercy and good fruits, not making parM 

tial distinctions, not hypocritical." (Jas. 
3:17) This kind of wisdom moves men to 
demonstrate love for God and neighbor. 
It does not promote selfish rivalries and 
wars. It countenances no violence or loose 
conduct. Instead, it promotes peace and inM 
duces peace of mind. It advocates ready 
obedience to God's requirements. It points 
to God's favor and blessing as the only 
real success. 

The worldlyMwise put their trust in their 
own intellectual abilities rather than in 
the counsel of God's Word. They do not 
care to take God into account in their deM 
liberations. As a result, they grope about 
in the world's darkness like blind men and 
are due to end up in a calamity. (Matt. 
15:14) Let teachable persons avoid sharM 
\ng th~\r c.a\aro\t)' and 'iOeek, 'lather, to be 
guided by the Bible's record of God's 
thoughts. 
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School Violence 
+ Increased violenCe has 
marked this decade. In early 
February police and educators 
met in emergency session in 
Chicago, Illinois, to seek means 
of coping with the outbreak 
of violence that has swept the 
city's classrooms. In a space 
of less than three weeks class­
room violence included three 
stabbings, one shooting, the 
trampling on a lunchroom at­
tendant and an attack on a 
teacher, who was knocked 
down a flight of stairs. Report­
edly, cll.Udren are searched on 
an average ot once a week 
for weapons. Over forty·five 
Chicago schools now have per­
manent police details. 

World's Food Shortage 
• In this age at food surplus_ 
es it seems ironic that there 
should be people starving to 
death, Some feel that the 
American farmer, witll. his un­
precedented ability to produce, 
could wipe out hunger in the 
world. Is this so? At present 
the world's total shortage in 
wheat, corn, rice and other 
grains is estimated at 87.1 
million metric tons. If the 
American farmer would step 
up food production to levels 
presently possible, the total 
increase in export foods would 
come to about 48.5 million 
metric tons. American farm­
ers would thus fall far short 
of filling the demands of the 
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entire world. Dr. Roger Re­
velle, director of the Harvard 
Center for Population Studies, 
painted a grim picture of mass 
starvation on the Indian sub­
continent. He said: "It is al­
most certain that tens of mil­
lions of people will starve" in 
India's famine "and there will 
be millions of deaths that 
would otherwise not occur" if 
rich countries were to help. 
"The saddest part of the story 
is that it may be too late for 
us and the other rich countries 
to help very much," Dr. Re­
velle said. 

Space Ea.vesdropplng * The moon is slowly becom­
ing a Soviet and American 
junk yard as pieces of theIr 
experimental equipment keep 
landing on Its surface. On Feb­
ruary 3 the Soviet Union 
achieved the first soft landing 
on the moon at a rocket Ship 
equipped with teleVision cam­
eras. The pictures sent back 
were described as sensational. 
The Russians did not imme­
diately release the pictures to 
~e public, but the Brltish, do-
109 some space eavesdropping, 
intercepted the transmission 
from Luna 9 at Jodrell Bank 
radio-telescope station and re­
leased the pictures before the 
Russians did. Soviet scientists 
analyzing their pictures fa; 
the television audience, noted 
that there was no evidence 
of a deep layer of dust on 

the lunar surface. They said 
that the moon was probably a 
porous volcanic type of rock 
like quickly dried lava; It was 
strong enough to support the 
3,489-pound Luna 9 spacecraft. 

Quake Strikes Greece * Just before dawn on Febru­
ary 5 the area around Larrisa, 
what is known as Greece's 
Eurytania district, was struck 
by a sharp earthquake. Rescue 
efforts were ll.ampered by 
landslides and snow-covered 
roads. More than twenty trem­
ors were felt and lighter 
ones continued into the day 
and night. A woman was 
killed and 30 persons were 
injured seriously. The low ca­
sualty toll was attributed to 
a light warning tremor that 
got most residents out of their 
mud-brick huts before the 
sharp tremors shook the re­
gion. 

Divorce In Italy * There are about a dozen 
countries in the world that do 
not permit dIvorce on any 
grounds, not even adultery, 
and Italy is one of them. 
Claims are made that there 
are 50,000 broken marriages 
in Italy each year, that the 
couples from these broken 
marriages cannot remarry so 
they live adulterous lives; that 
Italy's high illegItimacy rate, 
6 percent of all births, is in 
part a result of the dIvorce 
prohibItion. The Roman Cath­
olic Church does not recog­
nize dIvorce. In the past eighty 
years there haVe been at least 
ten attempts to introduce a 
legal ~ivorce law in Italy, and 
each dIed a sudden death. Now 
a new bill is before the Italian 
legislature. 

VletnBUl Summit Meeting * A histOric three-day mUi. 
tary and diplomatic meeting 
was held in Honolulu, Febru­
ary 7·9, between PresIdent 
Johnson, eight of his top mili­
tary and political advisers, 
and Prime Minister K'y and 
PresIdent Thieu of South 
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Vietnam. Frustration and a 
feeling of urgency in Washing­
ton' over United States Involve­
ment in Vietnam and the re­
sumption of bombing in North 
Vietnam, plus a U.S. Senate 
and Congress divided over the 
Vietnam situation, appears to 
have suddenly trIggered the 
meeting. Both Johnson and 
Thieu issued stern warnings 
to the Communists that U.S. 
forces will stay in the war. 
Said Johnson: "Our stand 
must be as firm as ever." U.S. 
General Westmoreland s~ated: 
"We must be prepared for a 
long war." 

Though 5,000 were expected 
to greet the president at the 
airport on his arrival, an esti­
mated 2,000 showed up, among 
them demonstrators carrying 
anti-Vietnam war picket signs 
referring to the president as 
"murderer." The Protestant 
president and his party of 
about twelve attended rell· 
glous services at St. Augus< 
tine's Catholic church in Wai· 
kiki. Secretary of Agriculture 
Freeman expressed the opin­
ion that improving U.S. aid 
to Vietnamese agriculture and 
bringing American agricul­
tural know·how to the hungry 
peoples "is the only real path 
to a peaceful world." Interest­
Ingly, neither the political, 
rnilltary nor religious leaders 
referred to the only lasting 
solution for world peace, 
namely, God's kingdom. 

Manure as Fuel 
• Believe It or not, a British 
engineer has reportedly in· 
ventE'd an automobile that 
operates on chicken manure. 
It is said that the car can 
speed along at 70 miles an 
hour when powered by the 
fowl fuel. Chicken droppings 
are converted into methane 
gas, which, in turn, runs the 
motor. This process is seen 
as a potential boom to farm· 
ers, who could run their trac· 
tors on this plentiful, ready­
made fuel. 
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Life Expectancy 
• The average number of 
years a person may expect to 
live today in the United 
States, according to the na· 
tion's Public Health Service, 
Is 70.2. It was 69.9 years for 
1963. Based on mortality ex­
perience in 1964, the expecta· 
tion of life at birth was 66.9 
years for males and 73.7 years 
for females. 

Tangerines and (Jolds 
• Tangerines contain large 
amounts of the chemical syn­
ephrine, often prescribed by 
doctors for relief of congestion 
caused by colds. This chemical 
has been produced in the lab· 
oratory for years as a decon· 
gestant agent. Reports say 
"eight to twelve ounces of 
tangerine juice contains an 
amount equal to the minimum 
dose in a medical prescrip. 
tion." 

Crime Victims Paid 
• Illinois Assemblyman Ab· 
ner Mikva of Chicago recently 
said: "In a very real sense, the 
state has an obligation to 
compensate its citizens when 
it fails to protect them from 
crimes of violence. It assumed 
this obligation when it as· 
sumed police powers. It's time 
We faced up to this fact." Over 
the years growing interest has 
been centered on rehabilitat­
ing the criminal, with little 
or no concern for the victim. 
Senator J. Eugene McAteer of 
San Francisco gave this vivid 
example: "Take a man con· 
victed of assault: The state 
throws him In prison, gives 
him medical care, sees that 
he's fed, clothed and rehabili· 
tated and places his famIly 
on welfare, if necessary. Yet 
this thug's victim gets nothing 
but hospital bills and stands 
to lose his job income for 
months." Inspired by more 
comprehensive programs 
launched in Great Britain and 
New Zealand in 1964, Califor· 
nia has become the first state 
in America to oirer finanelal 

compensation to crime victims 
and their families, under a 
law passed last year and 
e:l'l'ective since January L 

Unusual Addresses 
• Often great pains are taken 
to write a letter, but lIttle 
thought may be given to how 
it is addressed, with the result 
that the letter is either delayed 
or returned. The Bouth African 
Digest recently used as an 
example a letter that was ad­
dressed to "RCAAISen, Plof 
43, hallevery holees, johannies, 
mbeg1." It took some time to 
figure that one out. But it 
was learned that Rcaalsen 
was the nickname of the re­
ceiver. The rest of the address 
was meant to read Plot 43, 
Halfway House, Johannes­
burg. Your mistakes may not 
be quite as obvious, but even 
a simple misplacement of a 
figure can interrupt prompt 
delivery. So take ca!'e when 
you address that envelope. 

Too Much, Too Little 
• In Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
landslides from heavy down· 
pours recently claimed hun· 
dreds of lives and destroyed 
fortunes In property. On the 
other hand, in Africa. the Rho­
desian farmer looks into cloud­
less skies for rain. Great 
stretches of RhOdesia are suf· 
fering from drought worse 
than any in the nation's his­
tory. Hundreds of thousands 
of cattle have died of starva· 
tion and thirst. The govern­
ment is moving by rail some 
200,000 head of cattle into 
better-water grazing land. 
Some of the farmers them· 
selves are living at the edge 
of starvation. The government 
has made a great e1I'ort to 
feed these people. 

Where Is the Nelgbbor Love! 
• A policeman was being at­
tacked by an angry mob last 
spring in New York. Enrique 
Negron, a grocer, went to the 
officer's aid. Negron was 
stabbed in the back with an 
ice pick by one of the mob-
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sters. Eight months later Neg· 
ron sat in his living room 
planning a new life. His rea­
son: "My own people have 
turned against me." They 
stopped patronizing his store, 
forcing him to sell out. They 
called him names, such as 
"cop lover." In January he 
was down to his last $240. He 
went to the National Maritime 
Union to apply for a job. His 
Samaritan act cost him his 
friends, his store and way of 
life. Would he come to a po­
liceman's aid again? "If I had 
to do it again, I'd do it," he 
said. But what about the oth­
ers, those who ostracized him 
for giving help? 

England'!! Churchgoers '* Between 1957 and 1964 the 
number of people who go to 
church in England decUned by 
one· third. On the other hand, 
six people out of every ten 
interviewed, in a survey cover· 
lng more than 2,000, said they 
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would like religion to have 
more influence, Still nearly 
half of those questioned said 
they believed that religion as 
it is now is old-fashioned and 
out-of-<1ate. Young people es­
pecially want the churches to 
speak out on day.to·day social 
matters, such as the raelal 
Issue, maITiage and disarma· 
ment. All but 5 percent of 
those questioned said It Is not 
necessary to go to church to 
live a good and useful life. In 
1851, an estimated 40 percent 
of the population of Britain 
went to church on the average 
Sunday. The latest figure is 
only 10 percent. "Most Sun· 
days" is defined as two or 
more times a month. Notwith­
standing, 84 percent of those 
interviewed say they believe in 
God, and 14 percent are un­
decided. The survey indicates 
that women believe In God, and 
in a personal God, considerably 
more readily than men. 

Air Pollution '* Lead from motor gasoline 
is contaminating the earth's 
atmosphere at an increasing 
rate, says a California re­
searcher. pro Clair C. Patter­
son of thti California Institute 
of Technology reports that the 
amount of' lead in the blood 
in the average American has 
risen to half the quantity re­
quired to produee symptoms 
of central nervous system poi­
soning. Under normal condi· 
tions, the level of lead In hu· 
man blood Is 0.002 parts per 
million, but, according to Dr. 
Patterson, Americans now 
have a level of 0.25. Symptoms 
of poisoning appear at levels 
of 0,5 to 0.8. Lead contamina­
tion of the atmosphere report­
edly has increased steadily for 
the past ten years, and Dr. 
Patterson says that exhaust 
from vehicles is the principal 
source. 

'n'" .... -
No way can you give your children 
stronger support than by giving them 
a firm foundation in the Bible. The 
Bible never "lets us down." It is al­
ways upbuiJding and encouraging. It 
is always available for counsel and 
ready with a strengthening word of 
direction in how to walk. Read the 
Bible regularly. Make it a daily part 
of your family association. 

New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures 
A complete Bible in relldnble lind understllndable modern English; 1,472 
pllges; fine Bible pllper; hllrdbound, gold·embossed green cover: eon. 
cordanee and appendix. Send today. Only 7/_ (for Anstralla, $1: for South 
Afriell, 75e). 

WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 
PI~as", send me the ~omplete New World Trallslation of the Holy SC,.iptU,.e8. I am ",nclosIng 

7/~ (lor Australla, $1; for South Alrlca, 75c). 

Name 
Post 
Town 

MAROH 22, 1966 

Street and Number 
or Rout~ and Box 

Postal 
DistrIct No. Count.\, 
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A happy family is a united family. It is 
a family whose foundation is accepted and 
respected by every member. It is a family 
whose loyalties and interests are of mu~ 
tual concern and whose problems and plea~ 
sures are equally shared. 

How can you build such a family? Start 
with the foundation, The Watchtower. a 
sound and safe guide in profitable Bible 
study to be shared by the whole family, 
providing strength and security for each 
member and the family as a unit. 

Read and study The Watchtower 
(for Australia, 

One year, 7/6 
$1; for South Africa, 7Oc) 

~ ..... ".'."'''' ..... '"---'''-'' .. ' ..... ' .. -.' .. '---'.' .. ',,.''''''''''' .. '--.' ..• ' ... -........................... -........... --............. --..... .......... 
WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 

Please send me The Watchtower for one year (24 Issues). I am enclosing 7/6 (for Australll!. 1$1: 
for SOuth Atrlca, Wc). For mailing the coupon I am to receive tree the three booklets liod's 
Way I. Lo\>tI, Security During "War 01 the Great Day 01 God the Almighty" and When God Is 
King over All the Earth. 

Name .................................. . .............................. . 

"'" To~ 

Street and Number 
or Route and Box 

""'W 
District No ............ County. 

In: AUSTRAI-IA: 11 Beresford Rd., Strathfteld, N.S.W. CANADA: UG Brldgeland Ave., Toronto 19, Ont. SOUTH 
AFRICA: Private Bag 2, P.O. ElandBfonteln, TranSVaal. UN1TED STATES, 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 1UG1. 
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