Worship According to Accurate Knowledge

Deep Concern over Vietnam

Read.

SPECIAL
REPORT

rPAGE /7

I FEBRUARY 22, 1966




THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issves of our times must
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. 'Awakel" has no fetters. It recognizes
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. 1t is no? bound by political ties; It is unham-
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps jtself free, that it may speck freely to
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth,

The viewpoint of "'Awakel” is not narrow, byt is international. *Awakel”™ has its
own correspandents in scores of nations, Its articles are read in mony lands, in many
fanguages, by millions of persons.

In every issue ""Awake!” presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counse! forsmeeting
the problems of everyday life. Current news from avery continent passes in quick review.
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commarce about which
you should knaw. StraighHorward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical
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—Romans 13:11

Awake

"It is already the hour for you to awake.”

@® |

- Wolume AL Vil

HEN you ask your

marriage mate or a
friend for ah opinion, do
you really want an hon-
est reply? Will you give
the opinion careful con-
sideration, even though it
differs from your own
ideas? You are wise if
you do.

Of course, we have all met persons de-
void of principle who will, without hesi-
tation, state untruths in ordeato please an
inquirer. Some salesmen, when questioned
by a prospective customer, will respond in
any way they think necéssary in order to
sell their product..The victims of such dis-
honesty are understandably disgusted when
they find out what has happened, They
want to know the truth about products
they are about to buy. But do they always
want truthful answers?

Frankly, many questions are motivated
by the desire to receive support for a de-
cision salready made. A matter has been
considered and the course of action decid-
ed; then the person asks, ‘Do you think
I should do this?” For instance, the Bible
says that, when King Ahab of ancient Is-
rael determined to embark on a military
offensive against Ramoth-gilead, he con-
sulted four hundred false prophets as to
the advisability of the campaign. Those
servile impostors replied that he would
have success. However, at the suggestion
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Really

London, Englahd, February 22, 1566

DO YOU

TRUTHFUL

ANSWERS?

Number 4

that Ahab inquire of Mi-
caiah, a true prophet of
Jehovah God, the king
complained: “He does not
prophesy good things con-
cerning me but bad.”
—1 Ki, 22:8.

After Ahab finally
asked Micaiah and re-
ceived a prophecy of ca-
lamity, he whined: “Did I not say to you,
‘He will prophesy concerning me, not good
things, but bad'?”’ Obviously, that wicked
king did not want a truthful answer! He
had made up his mind as to what he was
going to do and was just seeking support
for his decision, though it later resulted
in his death in battle.-——1 Ki. 22:18, 34-37.

While some persons may feel that they
would never demonstrate Ahab’s attitude
in such a life-and-death matter, they form
the habit of doing just that with everyday
affairs. For example, after they have made
up their mind to engage in some activity
that, while it is a matter for personal de-
cision, reflects spiritual immaturity, they
may seek justification for what they have
already decided to do. Answers that dis-
agree with their personal decision are
brushed aside. Of course, the habit thus
formed can be detrimental when they are
faced with more crucial decisions,

The Jews in Judah once demonstrated
another aspect of this failing. After the
governor that the conquering Babylonians
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had placed over them had been assassinat-
ed, the people asked Jeremiah to approach
Jehovah and fing out what he wanted them
to do. God’s answer was: “Keep dwelling
in this land.” Did the people accept that
honest reply? “It is falsehood that you are
speaking,” they snarled at Jeremiah, Tak-
ing the prophet prisoner, the people fled to
Egypt, only to meet disaster there for fail-
ing to heed the authoritative advice they
had requested—Jer. 42:1-43:7; 44:12;
Ezek. 29:19.

Authoritative answers are often sought
today, such as from the Bible or a dlction-
ary. Will you accept the answers received
from such sources instead of finding an ex-
cuse to reject them if they do not meet
with your favor? Yes, do you really want
truthful answers?

Other factors also motivate questions.
When a man purchases a new car, or a
woman a new dress, what frequently hap-
pens? ‘What do you think of it?’ acquaint-
ances are asked, They may simply be de-
lighted with their new possession and
desire to share that delight with others.

But, on the other hand, some may really

be soljciting flattering compliments,

However, if you ask such a question of
the proper persons, and have the correct
motive, much good can result. A wife may
want to know whether her husband thinks
her new dress sufficiently modest, or
whether he likes a new recipe enough for
her to serve it again. If his reply is affirma-
tive, not only does she know how to pro-
ceed, but also she receives the satisfaction
of having pleased one whom she loves. If
the honest answer is tactfully negative,
though she may not be as delighted for the
moment, future disappointment and dis-
satisfaction can be avoided,

There is good reasen for the husband in
such a situation to give a truthful answer.
It may influence his wife's style of dress
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or selection of the menu for years to come,
But if he falsely gave his approval to some.
thing he did not like, how much grief
would result when his wife learned he ac-
tually disapproved of the results of her
sincere efforts to please him! The sound
guiding principle in the Bible is: “Speak
truthfully with one another.”—Zech. 8:16.
Especially when we ask about our
conduct should we appreciate receiving
straightforward answers. “Better is a re-
vealed reproof than a concealed love.” '
(Prov. 27:5) Such honesty inspires trust
and respect. It is g refreshing contrast to
those who compliment outwardly and con-
demn inwardly. Indicating the mutual af-
fection that can be built up between one
who gives honest answers and one who ap-
preciates receiving them, we are informed:
“Lips will he kiss who is replying in a
straightforward way.”"—Prov. 24:26.
This deces not mean, though, that the an-
swerer has no responsi'pility other than to
be truthful. Pact and empathy are not
ruled out, If one truthfully knows of some-
thing encouraging that can be said, it is
much better to say it than to make some
caustic, discouraging reply. Even if a nega-
tive or adverse opinion is necessary in
order to be honest, or to aid the inquirer,
loving discernment should be used so as
not to cause unnecessary hurt feelings, Je-

“hovah wisely had recorded the counsel: “A

word causing pain makes anger to come
up.” “There exists the one speaking
thoughtlessly as with the stabs of a sword,
but the tongue of the wise ones is a heal-
ing.”"—Prov. 15:1; 12:18.

So, the next time you start to ask for an
opinion, stop and ponder: Am I only look-
ing for flattery or for backing for a deci-
sion that has already been made, or do
I really whnt a truthful reply? If you are
honest with yourself, you will appreciate
a truthful answer.

AWAKE!
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HROUGHOUT the ages men have origi-

nated multitudes of religious practices,

some that would be quite shocking to these
living in this twentieth century. For ex-
ample, at one time there were people who
thought that the sdcrificing of their chil-
dren in fire, and even prostitution, would
please God. These practices were actually
included as part of several ancient na-
tional religions. :
Today there are still scores, yes, hun-
dreds of differing religious rituals, sacri-
fices and practices carried on in the world.
This prompts many to ask: Are all these
varying expressions of religion acceptable
to God? How can we know for certain?
Such gquestions are not new, Almost
2,700 years ago the Bible writer Micah
similarly inquired: “With what shall I
confront Jehovah? With what shall I bow
myself to God on high? Shall T confront
him with whole burnt offerings, with
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calves a year old? Will Jehovah be pleased
with thousands of rams, with tens of thou-
sands of torrents of oil? Shall I give my
first-born son for my revoli, the fruitage of
my belly for the sin of my soul?”—Miec.
6:6, 7.

Practices Differ Widely

The fact that the difference in practices
between religions can be so wide gives even
more force to the asking of such questions.
It is interesting to note just a few of such
practices in our day.

For instance, it would seem strange to
some that man would use a dog to express
his worship. Yet that is what some do in
the land of Tibet. Small dogs are trained
to turn prayer wheels. On the outside of
the prayer wheels and on strips of paper
inside, Tibetan Buddhists write prayers for
the purpose of ensuring rebirth after death
in a heaven ruled by ‘the Buddha of eternal
light.’ Each time the dog turns the wheél
these prayers are considered said. The
more revolutions of the wheel, the more
prayers. Other Buddhists have prayer
wheels as large as eight feet, often turned
night and day by men hired for the job.

In India, Hindus consider pilgrimages to
certain bathing places as holy, a necessary
part of worship. To follow the course of a
river considered sacred, from its mouth to
its source and back again, always keeping
the stream on one’s right hand, is also held
to be highly meritorious. During one spe-
cial occasion millions of Hindus gathered
at the confluence of the rivers Jumna and
Ganges to bathe in the waters, thus sup-
posedly ensuring eternal happiness. But, in
a wild stampede that ensued, at least 350
were killed and more than a thousand in-
jured.

Adherents to the Moslem religion have
as a pillar of their belief the obligation to
make a pilgrimage to Mecca. Of this The
Encyclopedia Americana states: “Through.
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out the pilgrimage a seamless garment
must be worn, although a new one is put
on before entering Mecca. No person is
allowed to shave, or cut his hair or nails,
or shed blood, or uproot any plants. Ar-
riving at Mecca, he must pass seven times
around the sacred Kaaba [the building
housing the black stone the angel Gabriel
is sald to have given Abraham] and seven
times between two adjacent mounds. On
the way to Mina, which is outside Mecca,
in the name of Allah he throws seven
stones at the devil at each of three pillars.”

Some Criental religions consider it holy
to punish the body. Their devotees re-
nounce earthly concerns, smear their bod-
ies with ashes and wear a tiger skin and a
necklace or rosary of berries considered
sacred to their god. They alldw their hair
to grow long, and they subsist by begging.

Among those who profess Christianity,
there are practices of a similar nature. For
example, the rosary is not limited to the
Hindus, Mohammedans and Buddhists, but
it is also used by many in Christendom,
Reciting the rosary involves fifty-three
Hail Marys, six Paternosters, five Mys-
teries, five meditations on the Mysteries,
five Glory Be's and one repeating of the
“Apostles’ Creed.” The forty words in Hail
Mary, repeated fifty-three times, means a
total of 2,120 words, aside from the other
repetitions involved.

In most of Christendom’s churches their
adherents consider their obligation to God
fulfilled by attending a church service once
a week, often even less. By their attending,
listening to a short service, watching or
performing a short ceremony, God is
thought to be satisfied.

How to Judge Religious Practices

Of 21l such cerémonies, rituals and prac-
tices the question must be asked, Is this
what God wants? Is the worship of God
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in an acceptable manner the carrying out
of these practices?

In ancient Israel certain practices were
authorized by God, and acceptable. Cer-
tain ones were not. But just as important,
and not to be overlooked even when one
was performing a practice approved by
God, was the need to do something else,
something so vital and fundamental that
without it the performance of even ap-
proved rituals became meaningless, unac-
ceptable to God.

The Bible writer Micah wrote of this.
After raising questions concerning sacri-
fices, he stated: “He [God] has told you, .
O earthling man, what is good. And what
is Jehovah asking back from you but to
exercise justice and to love kindness and
to be modest in walking with your God?”
—Mic. 6:8, '

These requirements involve an intelli-
gent molding of a right heart attitude
toward God and one’s fellowman. There is
the need (1) to exercise justice, to love
what is right, fair, honest; (2) to love
kindness, not to be hard, harsh, arrogant,
but to treat others in a gentle and loving
way; and (3) to be modest in walking with
God, humbling oneself in God’s sight.

To do these things requires accurate
knowledge of God’s standards of justice,
kindness and modesty. A person can walk
with God, go in God’s direction, at his side
as it were, only if he knows in which di-
rection God wants him to go. To know such
things the individual must constantly
search 50 as to determine God's will. But
where does one find this information? In
the book that true worshipers have had
to consult ever since God began its prepa-
ration by the prophet Moses. That book
is the Holy Bible, the only Seriptures *in-
spired of God and beneficial.” This accu-
rate knowledge of God’s Word is vital and
fundamental to true worship.—2 Tim. 3:
16, 17.

AWAKE!



When an individual, or a religion, de- requirements of God’s Word, he realized

parts from this Word of God and initiates
rituals and practices and doctrines unau-

thorized by God, then God does not bless

such worship. As 2 Chronicles 15:2 states:
“Jehovah is with you as long as you prove
to be with him; and if you searchfor him,
he will let himself be found by you, but if
you leave him he will leave you.”

An example of this was in ancient Ju-
dah. In the time before King Josiah's reign,
which began in 659 B,.C.E,, the kings and
people had departed from God's laws as
recorded in his Word handed down through
Moses. As a result, their worship degener-
ated. It became mechanical, debased. They
built graven images, high places and sacred
poles as part of their worship. They pushed
God's written Word aside, not consulting it.
They departed from what was required by
(GGod. Thus their worship became unaccept-
able. God no longer walked with thern,
for they no Ionger walked with God.

Aeceuraté Knowledge from
God's Word Needed
How do we know their rituals and sacri-
fices were no longer acceptable to God?
Because of what happened in ¢tonnection
with the Scriptures during the reign of
King Josiah. Under his direction, the tem-
ple at Jerusalem was being repaired. Dur-
ing this work, “Hilkiah the priest found
the book of Jehovah’s law by the hand of
Moses.” Yes, God’s Word that Moses had
recorded under inspiration, which included
the laws God’s people were to keep, had
been so long neglected that it was lost for
a time! Now it had been found and was
brought to the king, Josiah had it read
to him., “And it came about that as soon
as the king heard the words of the law,
he immediately ripped his garments apart.”
Why this expression of grief by Josiah?
Because, when he compared. the religious
practices carried out in the land with the
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“the fact that our forefathers did not keep
the word of Jehovah by doing according to
all that is written in this book.” Josiah
knew that God’s wrath against Judeh and
Jerusalem would be expressed. With hu-
mility and repentance he approached God,
who told him: “For the reason that your
heart was soft so that you humbled your-
self . . . and ripped your garments apart
ahd wept before me, I, even I, have heard,
is the utterance of Jehovah. Here I am
gathering you to your forefathers, and you
will certainly be gathered to your grave-
yard in peace, and your eyes will not look
upon all™the calamity that I am bringing
upon thisg place and its inhabitants.”

Josiah next spoke to “all the people, the
great as well as the small; and he began
to read in their ears all the words of the
book of the covenant, which had been
found at the howse of Jehovah.” He then
“proceeded to conclude the covenant be-
fore Jehovah to go following Jehovah and
to keep his cormmandments and his testi-
monies and his regulations with all his
heart and with all his soul, to perform the
words of the covenant that were written in
this book.”—2 Chron. 34:14-33. '

No gquestion about it! Without God's
Word as a guide, their religion had become .
corrupted. Only by consulting that written
Word to learn what they must do, and then
by doing it, did that generation once again
walk modestly with God and receive his
favor.

Same Principle for Christians

When we consult the Christian Greek
Scriptures to determine what Jesus taught
about walking with God, we find the same
principle true: Worship not based on accu-
rate knowledge of God by means of his
written Word is not acceptable to him.

The religious leaders of Jesus’ day per-
formed many rituals and sacrifices re-
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quired by God’s law to Israel, Yet Jesus
said to them: “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharigees, hypocrites! because you give the
tenth of the mint and the dill and the cum-
min, but you have disregarded the weight-
ier matters of the Law, namely, justice
and mercy and faithfulness. . . . Blind
guides, who strain out the gnat but gulp
down the camel!” They had forgotten the
very heart of God’s commands. They ig-
nored the most important parts of God’s
Word. Hence, Jesus condemned their wor-
ship as unacceptable to God.-——Matt. 23:23,
24,
These examples show that God is not
served by ceremony alone. And surely he
is not served by any practice he does not
authorize. When we search in God's Word,
as Josiah did, we too note the vast differ-
ence between what is practiced in the
~world’s religions today and what God re-
quires. For instance, in his Word we search
in vain for a command to degrade one's
body, as is the practice in some religions.
To the contrary, the apostle Paul stated
that “a self-imposed form of worship and
mock humility, a severe treatment of the
body,” is of no merit in Goed’s eyes.—Col.
2:23.

Nor can we find Scriptural authorization
for the use of a prayer wheel by humans,
much less that turned by an unreasoning
dog. Nor do we find sanction for repeti-
tious prayers of any kind. Jesus said:
““When praying, do not say the same things
over and over again, just as the people of
the nations do, for they imagine they will
get a hearing for their use of many words.
So, do not make yourselves like them.”
—Matt. 6:7, 8

Neither are pilgrimages to certain cities
or rivers required now, according to God’s
Word. The performing of these ceremonies

is not according to God’s will; therefore
it cannot be said that those practicing them
are walking with God. They do not wor-
ship according to accurate knowledge.

Church attendance that is not followed
by daily Christian conduct is not the way
of true worship either. As a matter of fact,
the Bible writer James stated: “Faith
without works is dead.’—Jas. '2:26.

What must he cultivated is right wor-
ship, worship the way God wants it, not the
way humans want it. Right worship means
the right heart attitude and the right Chris-
tian practices, all based on accurate knowl.
edge from the Scriptures, the Holy Bible.
As in Josiah’s day, we today cannot wor-
ship the right way without that knowledge.
That is why Jesus said; “This means ever-
lasting life, their taking in knowledge of
you, the only true God, and of the one
whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.” (John
17:3) Such accurate knowledge enahles
sincere persons to fulfill their obligations
to God. It enables them to measure up to
the two great commandments of which
Jesus spoke: “You must love Jehovah your
God with your whole heart and with your
whole soul and with your whole mind,”
and, “You must love your neighbor as
yourself.”—Matt. 22:37, 39.

True worship is a way of life, not just
a rite, ceremony or sacrifice. This worship
must involve the mind as well as the heart.
It must be based on the right knowledge
of God, which knowledge comes only if
one searches for it in God’s written Word.
“For all hearts Jehovah is searching, and
every inclination of the thoughts he is
discerning. If you search for him, he will
let himself be found by you; but if you

~leave him, he will cast you off forever.”

—1 Chron, 28:9,
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FTER dousing himself with gasoline

from the two-gallon can he carried,
22-year-old Roger LaPorte set himself
afire in front of the United Nations build-
ing in New York City. A member of the
Catholic Worker movement, he performed
his act as a protest against the war in
Vietnam.

His was not the only self-immolation
in the United States during 1965. In March
an 82-year-old Detroit woman fatally
burned herself in similar protest, explain-
- ing before she died: “I wanted to burn
myself like the monks in Vietnam.” On
November 2 a 31-year-old Quaker burned
himself to death outside the Pentagon in
Washington in objection to the Vietnam
war, His widow said he gave ‘his life “to
express his concern over the great loss of
life and human suffering caused by the

war in Vietnam.” Then on November 11.

a 24-year-old mother who had stated that
“all the world’s problems are my prob-
lems"” was found with her clothing aflame
in front of her Indiana home. Her husband
said she had been concerned about Viet-
nam,

While these human forches represent ex.
treme examples of concern, they are by no
means the only evidence of anguish over
Vietnam that exists in the United States.
Debates between critics of the United
States government policy in Vietnam and
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its supporters have been carried on
throughout the country month after
month, in the press, over radio and tele-
vision. Discussions on many college cam-
puses have provoked heated arguments.
Demonstrations, marches, draft-card burn-
ings and other manifestations of distress
over the war in Vietnam have taken place.

The depth of concern over government
policy by some can be seen in the state-
ment of a professor and writer. In an ar-
ticle printed in the New Yérk Times of
December 5, 1965, he stated: “From my
own observation over the past few decades
I would say that no other issue since the
Second World War has created so much
dismay, anguish and outrage among writ-
ers as the large-scale commitment of
American troops te the undeclared war
which brings about the indiscriminate kill-
ing of women and children in South Viet.
nam-"

President Johnson, of course, is also
gravely concerned. Of him one senator
stated: “I know that foreign affairs bear
down on him heavily, It's Vietnam that
welghs most heavily. The President knows
that the country is not in this war with
enthusiasm.” Taking note of those oppos-
ing his views, President Johnson issued a
statement declaring, as Time of December
3 observed, “that dissent was a sign of
political vigor and wotuld help establish
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that the basic U.S. policy in Viet Nam had
Been framed and tested in a climate of
‘free discussion and openness,’”

The Issues

The issues all revolve about United
States participation in the Vietnam war.
Those who are opposed to involvement see
in the rapidly growing United States com-
mitment of men and arms an unnecessary
intrusion in the affairs of a distant coun-
try. They say the conflict does not really
concern the United States to the extent
that thousands of American lives must be
sacrificed, with the real possibility of the
struggle escalating into a direct clash be-
tween the United States and Communist
China, possibly even Russia. Many oppos-
ers are also concerned ahbout the moral
aspect, that of being partner to a situation
where innocent civilians, Vietnamese men,
women and children, are being killed. At
times American and South Vietnamese air-
ceraft have made errors and have even
bombed certain South Vietnamese villages
by mistake, resulting in large losses of life
to the civilian population.

Those in favor of United States govern-
ment policies are in the majority, however,
and include most of those in positions of
authority in government. They are just as
emphatic as the critics, and they firmly
contend that United States involvement in
Vietnam is necessary to prevent the spread
of communism and to back the American
promise to support the government of
South Vietnam. '

But crities point out that South Vietnam
has had a succession of unstable govern-
ments, none of which has found any real
popular support with the mass of Vietna-
mese people. However, government sup-
porters claim that, regardless of this lack
of popularity, the United States must de-
fend South Vietnam because the war was
begun and backed by Communist elements,
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and that it is being sustained principally
by the support of Communist countries
such as North Vietham and China.

" Critics reply that the opposition and re-
bellicn against the South Vietnamese gov-
ernment was made inevitable by the re-
gime of Ngo Dinh Diem, which regime
oppressed the people and refused to hold
the elections called for by the Geneva con-
ference of 1954. That conference of major
powers ended the previous conflict fought
in French Indochina between Communist-
supported forces under Ho Chi Minh and
the French army and its local supporters.
At the Geneva conference it was agreed that
Vietnam would be temporarily divided be-
tween north and south at the 17th parallel.
Provision was made to hold a national
election in 1956 to unify the country under
ohe _government. The American-backed
Diem refused to hold these elections. This
and the repressive nature of his regime,
state the critics, are the main reasons for
the violent opposition that broke out after
1956 and that has grown to the frightening
proportions we see today.

Typical of the two different attitudes
over Vietnam are two different full-page
advertisements published in the New York
Times. The headline of one, appearing on
November 23, 1965, declared: “For Peace
in Vietnam."” The statement pointed out
that the Johnson administration rejected
peace talks with North Vietnam in the
autumn of 1964, that the United States
seems less interested in negotiations now
that it has scored several victories over
Communist forces. It notes that the elec-
tion provision of the Geneva agreement of
1954 has been violated. The full-page ad-
vertisement charges that the fighting is a
result of oppression by the Diem regime,
and because North Vietnam realized that
“g permanent, client state of the United
States was being established [in South
Vietnam] in violation of the Geneva ac-
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cords and in contradiction to the war of
independence against the French.” The ad-
vertisement accuses the United States of
condoning “the routine ‘interrogation’ of
prisoners by means of torture,” and notes
other points of opposition to current policy.
The advertisement concluded with a call
for a “March on Washington for Peace in
Vietnam.” This march was organized by
the National Committee for a Sane Nu-
clear Policy (SANE}. Some 22,000 per-
sons, representing about 140 different
groups, went to Washington, D.C,, and
participated in the march on November 27
to publicize their views on Vietnam.
However, another advertisement in the
same newspaper, on December 5, was head-
lined: “For Peace . .. With Freedom.” It
was a call for public action on the part of
those supporting Administration policy. Its
views were generally opposed to those of
the previous advertisement. This statement
declared: ‘“Americans must make plain to
the entire world their support of the Unit-
ed States commitment in Vietnam. This is
no longer merely a question for domestic
debate over national poliey. Across the
world, friend and foe alike are watching
intently to gauge the strength of our na-
tional purpose. The congensus, which is
clear to all experienced observers, must not
be obscured by the behavior of a small
segment of our population, They have the
right to be heard, but they impose on the
rest of us the obligation to make unmis-
takably clear the nation’s firm commit-
ment to these just purposes: —to help the
people of South Vietnam resist subversion,
hit-and-run terror, and foreign military in-
tervention plotted, directed, and supplied
from the North. —to demonstrate that the
aggressors and subverters cannot win, that
Communist doctrines of guerrilla warfare
and ‘wars of national liberation’ will not
succeed against a determined people with
firm allies, —to seek the end of the war
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by negotiations or other honorable means
not in conflict with our obligations. —to
get on as rapidly as possible with more
constructive tasks in Southeast Asia—
healing the scars of war, laying féunda-
tions for a better future for all the people
of the region, and building peace with
freedom.”

This declaration was sponsored by Free-
dom House in New York, and was endorsed
by 118 leaders in various flelds of activity.

Who the Crilics Are

Those protesting current government
policies are not just one voice, but repre-
sent a spectrum of opinions. They include
people from all walks of life, of various
professions, political allegiances, student
groups and religious affiliations. They in-
clude many of the intellectually ‘elite,’ as
well as hard-core leftist groups.

What has disturbed many government
supporters is not the more demonstrative
crities, but those who are not generally
looked upon as irrational in thinking and
acting, the usually respected professors,
scholars, educators, doctors and others in
the arts and-sciences. These are not wild-
eyed youths out for ‘“kicks.” These are
sober, responsible persons genuinely dis-
tregsed at what they see happening. One
such, Hans J. Morgenthau, Professor of
Political Science and Modern History at
the University of Chicago, serves as a con-
sultant to the Sfate and Defense depart-
ments, His view is that the United States
has let itself become engaged in a wapr it
cannot win, and that it should withdraw.
He stated: “President Eisenhower declared
on February 10, 1954, that he ‘could con-
ceive of no greater tragedy than for the
United States to bacome involved in an all-
out war in Indochina.’ General MacArthur,
in the Congressional hearings concerning
his dismissal and in personal conversation
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with President Kennedy, emphatically
warned against sending American foot sol-
diers to the Asian mainland to fight China.”

Clergymen of different faiths are also in-
cluded among the critics, although many
others support government policy. In early
December more than one hundred Roman
Catholic priests and laymen published an
advertisement in three Catholic periodicals
deploring United States participation in
the Vietnam conflict. The statement called
the war “moraily unjustifiable, an objec-
tive violation of the law of God and a be-
trayal of our national

whelming military strength to kil more
and more Asians.”

QOpposition by Americans is not confined
to the shores of the United States, In New
Delhi, India, on December 4, American
students who oppose the war in Vietnam
and visiting American congressmen who
support it clashed in a debate outside the
United States Embassy.

The Future .

So the dispute over United States in-
volvement in the Vietnamese war contin-
ues to rage. S0 does

tradition of respect
for democratic proe-
ess.” The signers con- Is 1£2
demned the ‘‘tactics
both of the American
forces and of the

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE
$The Ultimate Destiny of Man—What

s Thirsty World Faces g Water Shortags.

* What to Know About the Badly Injured
in Highway Accidents,

the war. Not only
that, but the commit-
ment increases daily.
The United States
continues to send ad-
ditional tens of thou-

Vieteong,” and de-

clared their agreement and solidarity with
men who “refuse to serve in wars which
they judge unjust.”

The National Council of Churches also
has become involved, This group is a fed-
eration of most of the larger Frotestant
and Eastern Orthodox churches in the
United States, with a combined member-
ship of about 40,000,000 people. The coun-
cil issued a statement to serve as a guide
to its thirty member denominstions in
considering the moral aspects of the con-
flict in Vietnam. It proposed a halt in the
bombing of North Vietnam long enough to
create a favorable atmasphere for peace
negotiations. In one of its concluding
points, the council said: “We believe that
if the United States follows a unilateral
policy in Vietnam, no conceivable victory
there can compensate for the distrust and
hatred of the United States that is being
generated each day throughout much of
the world because we are seen as a pre-
dominantly white nation using our over-
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sands of troops and
there is talk of even hundreds of thousands
more. This escalation is being met by the
infiltration of thousands of soldiers from
the regular North Vietnamese army.

Day by day, the world draws closer to
what nobody seems to want, but what no-
body as yet seems to be able to do any-
thing about: a much wider war that could
encompass all of southeast Asia, include
the major powers, and possibly ignite an-
other world conflagration, the tferror of
which can only be imagined.

How grateful Christians are at this criti-
cal time in world history to know that,
while “men become faint out of fear and
expectation of the things coming upon the
inhabited earth,” those who do God's will
can ‘raise themselves erect and lift their
heads up, because their deliverance is get-
ting near.’ (Luke 21:26, 28) Yes, God him-
self has promised in his Word the Bible
that he will put an end to war, and to the
greed for power and the distrust that give
rise to it, and he will do so by means of
his kingdom, for which all Christians pray.
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CATTERED throughout

the southern part of Mex-
jco and Central America lie
the ruins of one hundred and
fifteen ancient cities, some
exposed by the archaeolo-
gist's spade, the majority
overgrown by green jungle
growth. These cities once
formed the tribal and reli-
gious centers of the colorful
Mayan civilization, a civili-
zation whose beginnings extend back more
than a thousand years before our Common
Era. Archaeologists, ethnologists and lin-
guists, all show intense interest in this
unusual Indian civilization, yet today the
average person knows little indeed about
the Mayas and their remarkable achieve-
ments. Fewer still realize the light their
history sheds on the origin of many mod-
ern religious practices and beliefs,

You may know that our present-day
calendar was produced in the sixteenth
century C.E. by Pope Gregory I. But did
you know that well over a thousand years
before him the Mayas devised a calendar
that measured the solar year even more
accurately and that would not lose a day in
374,400 years? '

At least five centuries before either the
Hindus or the Arabs began to make use of
the zero in mathematical computations,
the Mayas had invented a symbol for it

and developed a system of dots and bars-

to represent mathematical qualities, aswell
as a system of numeriecal positions that in-
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creased their values by twen-
ties, instead of by tens, as in
our decimal system. By it
they rivaled the Babylonians-
in measuring the movements
of the sun, moon and Venus
and even predicted solar
eclipses with precision,
Mayan cities in some cases
covered an area of twenty
‘ square miles and their
temple-complexes included
buildings towering up to 229 feet, the
height of 2 modern twenty-story building,
One of their highways was sixty feet wide
and contained an estimated 700 million
pounds of stone,

They also produced their own hiero-
glyphic system of writing and, with the
exception of certain mathematical and
calendrical texts, it has resisted full de-
ciphering to this day.

The Intriguing Question

Because they represent a race so isolated
geographically from the mainstream of hu-
man civilization in Asia, Africa and Eu-
rope, interest in the Central American Ma-
yan people is especially great. The “cradle
of civilization” is recognized to be in an-
cient Mesopotamia. What connection or in-
fluence does this Central American Mayan
civilization, clear on the other side of the
globe, show with that focal point of civili-
zation, and what vital facts can we learn
that will be of lasting benefit to us today?

Here, the Bible provides the key to un-
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raveling the mystery, a key that the ar-
chaeologists and ethnologists often over-
look. That key is found in the Bible's
reference to “Babylon the Great,” the
world empire of false religion originating
in ancient Babylon and foretold to outlast
most of the major world empires and en-
dure dovnm to our day. (See Revelation
chapters 17 and 18.) Did the Mayan peo-
ple of Central America come under that
religious world empire and did their reli-
gion have its roots in Babylon?

The Bible describes the start of “Bab-
ylon the Great,” and secular history sup-
plies further valuable information concern-
ing its teachings. Compare, then,  the
following information and see the surpris-
ing evidence linking the Mayas with an-
cient Babylon.

Babylonian Background

The bock of Genesis tells us that, follow-
ing the flood of Noah’s day, the human
family multiplied and worked its way down
from- the Ararat mountains to the valley
plain of Shinar in Mesopotamia. There an
effort was made to consolidate the people
around a projected city with a great tow-
er and thus avoid their being “scattered
over all the surface of the earth.” (Gen.
8:4; 9:18, 19; 11:1-4) Who led in this?
Chapter 10 of Genesis identifies the found.
er of the resulting city, called Babel, as
Nimrod, “a mighty hunter in opposition to
Jehovah,"” It shows that he aggressively
fought to build up a kingdom and evidently
desired to keep the people in that area in
- order to dominate them. This was in direct
opposition to God's command given to
Noah and his sons that they should “be
fruitful and become many and fill the
earth.” (Gen. 9:1) It resulted in God’s tak-

ing swift action by confusing the language -

of the people and causing a diversity of
tongues to be spoken. Their tower project
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came to a sudden halt and Jehovah “‘scat-
tered them from there over all the surface
of the earth.”—Gen. 10:8-12; 11:5-9,

This marked the start of a world em-
pire, not a political one but a religious one,
for the false religion of Babylon was now
carried throughout the earth as the differ-
ent language groups spread in all direc-
tions. What were the principal doctrines
and practices of this religious empire?

The Bible and history combine to show
that its false worship centered around
Nimrod, who was deified after his death
and worshiped in Babylon under the name
Tammuz; that his worship was associated
with sun worship and had as its symbol the
cross, originally in the form of a simple
«T,” and that this symbol stood for fer-
tility and life to the Babylonian worship-
ers. (Ezek. 8:13, 14, 16} Other symbols
prominently employed were the leopard,
due to Nimrod’s hunting exploits, and the
serpent, since he was evidently held to be
the “Seed” of the Edenic prophecy that
was to crush the head of the Great Ser-
pent (Satan).—Gen. 3:15.

Nimrod’'s mother also received deifica-
tion and was worshiped as the goddess of
fertility under various names, including
Semiramis, Ishtar and Venus. The empha-
sis given to fertility led to “nature wor-
ship” and 1o phallicism, the worship of
the sex organs, symbolized by such objects
as “sacred poles.” Sacrifices were offered
to Tammuz, Ishtar and an ever-increasing
number of bther gods to ensure produc-
tivity in agriculture. Temples were built on
the tops of “ziggurats,” or multistaged
towers similar to pyramids., A priesthood
developed and came to dominate the entire
life of the people. Astrology and the wor-
ship of sun, moon and stars were especially
prominent in Babylon. Immortality of the
human soul was a basic doctrine; also that
of a “hell” of torment and gloom,
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Babylon the Great Reaches
Central America

Bible chronology shews that the events
at Babylon took place from about 2239
B.C.E. If, as many archaeologists hold, the
Mayan civilization began to take roots in
Central America as early as 1500 B.C.E,,
this would allow some 700 years for the
ancestors of the Mayas to make their way
from Mesopotamia to the Western Hemi-
sphere, possibly by way of the stepping-
stone Diomedeés Islands crossing the sixty-
mile Bering Strait from Asia to North
America. What, then, do we find to link
these Mayas with ancient Babylon?

If such a thing as a Babylonian tourist
had existed in the early centuries of our
Common Era when the Mayan civilization
was reaching its peak, he certainly would
have found much to make him feel at home
on entering a Mayan city, perhaps Chichén
Itz4, the most sacred city of Mayadom.
His gaze would have taken in a broad
plaza covering many acres and flanked by
numercus and lofty towers, built in the
same familiar ziggurat style of Babylon
and topped by temples serving as places of
saerifice and as observatories for astrono-
my. Here priests kept eternal fires burn-
ing and caused incense made from copal,
a chunk of pale resin, to smoke, Other
large buildings, including both monasteries
and nunneries, were for officials and for the
"priesthood. All had elaborate carvings of
the gods of the Mayas decorating them. In
the plaza he would see phallic symbols of
the male sex organ ‘standing about like
toadstools,” as one writer phrased it.

He would also find that the entire life
of the agricultural Mayas was controlled
by their religion and the priesthood. Every
activity was regulated by the movement
of the astral bodies, and the priests, who
slone understood the sacred calendar, read
their “horoscopes.” Every day was, in ef-
fect, a “holy day” dedicated to a particu-
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lar god. The people’s greatest fear was the
breaking of the natural or religious cycles .
that were supposed to bring them into per.
fect harmony with their destiny.

Were our “tourist” to visit the city of
Palenque and enter its temple he would see
a sight that was later to amaze the
sixteenth-century Spanish conquistadores.
What? A large stone cutting with a cross
as its central theme, At Copén, in present-
day Honduras, he would find the statue of
the sun-god, holding a torch on which is
engraved a large “T,” and, extending out
from the sides of his mouth, a serpent. The
hieroglyphic symbol for the name of this
sun-god also had a cross in it, as did the
symbol for the planet Venus and many of
the symbols that represented the sacred
days and months of the Mayan calendar, a
calendar based on the cycles of fertility.
In another temple he could find a throne
in the form of a life-sized statue of a jag-
uar (a leopardlike animal}. There was also
a goddess of fertility named Ixchel, and
pilgrimages were made by Maya women to
the island of Cozumel, off the coast of
Mexico to sacrifice to her.

Babylonian Influence on
Mayan Mythology

The imprint of “Babyion the Great,”
with its worship of Nimrod and Ishtar, is
also stamped unmistakably on the beliefs
and mythology of the Mayas. These are
partially preserved today in the writings
of persons from the time of the Spanish
Conquest forward.

Consider the sacred account of the
Quiché Maya Indians of Guatemala called
the Popol Vuh. After first describing the
creation of earth, animals and man, the ac-
count then tells of the destruction of men
by a flood. Of this the Spanish bishop Las
Casas says in his history: “[The Mayas].
believed that certain persons who escaped
the flood populated their lands, and that
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they were called the great father and
the great mother.” A portion of the
Popol Vuh text says: “There they were
then, in great numbers, the black men and
the white men, men of many classes, men
of many tongues, that it was wonderful to
hear them.”

The account now relates the adventures
of the god Hunahpu, who is identified by
a translator of the Popol Vuh as the prin-
cipal divinity of the Quiché Maya. Of him
a footnote adds: “The name Hunahpu . ..
is a word of the Maya tongue, ahpu in Ma-
ya meaning ‘hunter’ . . . Hunahpu would
be, consequently, the universal hunter who
provided man with food; hyn in Maya also
has the meaning of ‘general’ or ‘univer-
sal,” * In the account he is accompanied by
his brother called Xbalanque, a name
meaning “small jaguar.”

Just "as the *“mighty hunter” Nimrod
died and then was deified by the Babylo-
nians as an immortal god, so too the ac-
count tells of Hunahpu descending into
Xibabla, the gloomy location of ‘the nine
hells presided over* by the gods of the un-
derworld, but from which place he es-
capes by defeating these gods.

This death and rebirth of their god was
symbolized by the Mayas in later periods
in a gruesome way. A young man was se-
lected to represent their god and for a year
was honored and feted. Then the time came
for the sacrifice to be made. He was Jed up
the steps to the top of the religious tower
and was there stretched out on his back
over a stone so that his chest or rib cage
was pushed upward. While priests held his
arms and legs, the high priests quickly
slit the flesh below his ribs and tore out
the still palpitating heart, which was then
offered to the idol of their god as a sym-
bol of the renewal of life. The offering of
this “sacred heart” was to ensure the res-
toration of fertility to the land for another
year.

1€
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Remarkable Similarities

Millions of Mayas still live today, but
their civilization was already in a state of
decay by the time of the Spanish Conquest.
Their splendid cities and imposing towers
were abandoned and, in many cases, be-
came the sites for the construction of
Catholie cathedrals and edifices by the
Spanish conquerors.

Let it be noted, however, that the reli-
gious empire of “Babylon the Great"” con-
tinuved strong and suffered no setback from
the Spanish Conquest and the forced con-
version of the Mayas that went with it.
True, one kind of temple was replaced by
another kind, one priesthood replaced an-
other; crosses of different styles, a differ-
ent calendar with its own “saints’ days,”
new images and ceremonties were brought
in, and the “sacred heart” was worshiped
only in picture form, but all these things
bore the same unmistakable imprint of an-
cient Babylon. :

That is why tourists, visiting these lands
today, may yet see the Mayas burning
their sacred copal incense on the steps and
even inside Catholic churches, as in Chi-
chicastenango, Guatemala; as well as see
these Mayas do the same thing before re-
mains of ancient altars where they make
prayers and sacrifices to Chac, the rain-
god. Thus, while the ancestors of the Ma-
vas evidently traveled eastward from Mes-
opotamia and the ancestors of the Span-
fards traveled westward, they both carried
with them the religion of Babylon and they
met in Central America.

Carefully compare these Babylonish
practices and teachings with what you see
in modern religious organizations today.
Remember, too, the urgent call God gives
at Revelation 18:4: “Get out of her [Bab-
ylon the Great], my people, if you do not
want to share with her in her sins.” Along
with the surviving Mayas, the lives of all
of us depend on heeding that call,
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WAKE! magazine in its May 22, 1964,

issue released shocking information
regarding Portugal’s suppression of reli-
glous freedom. This article described the
deplorable action of police officers in
hounding, threatening, brutally mistreat-
ing and jailing members of the religious
group known as Jehovah's witnesses. Read-
ers of this magazine were invited to write
to responsible government authorities in
Portugal asking for relief from such un-
necessary police-state methods used against
these Christians. Fair-minded people
around the world had hoped there would
be at least an investigation to suspend such
strong-arm tactics.

Our August 22, 1964, issue reproduced a
letter received from the Portuguese Em-
bassy in the United States, which attempt-
ed to explain the situation of Jehovah’s
witnesses in their country. This same issue
printed our open letter of reply to the
Portuguese Embassy, since their letter
completely failed to clarify matters. The
Portuguese government has seen fit to
deny any mistreatment whatsoever against
Jehovah’s withesses. Everyotie is asked to
believe wholeheartedly that Portugal up-
holds its Constitution, which so nobly
guarantees religious freedom.

Jehovah’s witnesses in Portugal would
FERRUARY 22, 1966

HOVAH'S
WITNESSES

indeed be happy to see the principles of
such a fine Constitution honored and up-
held, We would be glad to tell the world
that Portugal is now a good example of de-
fending religious freedom, which its sub-
jects so dearly cherish., Unfortunately,
though, the present situation does not re-
fiect such a flattering picture. The facts
show that constitutional rights do not
really exist for Jehovah's witnesses. At the
present time the Portuguese government is
permitting disgraceful treatment of these
Christians in an attempt to slander and
intimidate their honorable ministry, We
feel obliged to present the facts and let
them tell the story.

Consider the following governmental ac-
tion: During October 1964 an extremely
prejudiced bulletin was submitted to the
Minister of Interior summarizing the pur.
poses and -activity of Jehovah's witnesses
in Portugal. On October 17, 1964, this gov-
ernment minister signed the following
statement: “T agree with this information,
copies of which under the heading ‘Confi-
dential’ should be sent to the Civil Gover-
nors, General Commanders of the Republi-
can National Guard, of the Public Security
Police and to the Director of the Interna-

' tional Police and Defense of State.” Signed
=——"Santos Junior, Minister of Interior.”

This confidential dispatch, which was here-
by approved for distribution to all law-
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enforcing agencies in the land, levels some
of the most absurd accusations against Je-

hovah’s witnesses. The concluding part of

thlS dispatch states:

. In addition to all this, it must be rigor—
ously undedstood that the sect of ‘Jehovah's
witnesses' is not a religious sect, because their
purposes, at least in the first aspect, are purely
material: extinction of the governments, of
authorities and of the churches and existing
cults as preparing the way for the Installation
of Universal Theocracy. The use of the Bible
is nothing more than mere technique of propa-
ganda and of defense before the authorities,
of a movement of ambitious political ends
[italics theirs] that in many respects is similar
to other totalitarian movements.

“F'rom the above, the activity of Jehovah's
witnesses must be considered as vielating the
law since they preach collective disobedience
to the laws of public order and to the legitimate
orders of the authorities.

“Such activity 1s outlined in Article 174 of the
Penal Code and a simple religious cloak cannot

" transform a crime into an act of worship.”

From this we must conclude that the
Portuguese government does not view Je-
hovah’s withesses as a religious group, but
as a movement with “ambitious political
ends.” Here the activity of Jehoval's wit-
nesses is classified as being subject to the
sanctions of Article 174 of the Penal Code,
which Article declares:

“The instigation or provocation of collectlve
disobedience to the laws of public order or ihe
fulfilling of inherent duties toward publie func-
tlons, or an attempt to perturb, by any means,
the order or public peace, i$ punishable if not
by a more serious penalty, by imprisonment
up to six months with corresponding fine.”

Armed with the backing of this “Con-
fidential” dispatch, the police began to or-
ganize daily raids on the homes of Jeho-
vah's witnesses in Lisbon and other large
cities throughout the country. Especially
during the ensuing month of November
1964, many private homes were searched
by agents of the PID.E. (International
Police and Defense of State). These visits
seemed to have as their main objective con-
fiscating all religious literature belonging
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to members of Jehovah's witnesses, includ-
ing personal copies of the Bible. The custe-
mary conclusion of these raids has been to
make a carefully calculated threat of im-
prisonment if such literature is found on
any future occasion. Very interestingly, it
has been observed that this invading of the
homes of Jehovah’s witnesses never goes
farther than an adroitly planned effort to
intimidate Jehovah's witnesses and seize
their personal Bible literature. No charges
are laid and no-prosecution is brought be-
fore the courts of the land, But Jehovah’s
witnesses continue to be subject to this
constant harassment by PID.E. agents
who unlawfully invade the privacy of their
homes and seize their Bibles.

Witnesses Imprisoned

On Sunday morning, December 6, 1964,
Maria Helena da Silva, age thirteen, and
Maria de Lourdes Oliveira, age twenty-
three, were preaching the message of God’s
kingdom from house to house in Lisbon.,
A policeman stopped them for guestioning
and then took them to the local police
station. The police then returned to the
same area, suspecting that other Witnesses
would also be engaged in preaching activi-
ty. This time, Fernanda Maria, age sixteen,
and José Manuel Carneiro das Neves, age
twenty, were arrested and taken to the
police station. When the mother of Maria
Helena da Silva appeared at the police sta-
tion to inquire about her daughter, she also
was put under arrest and detained, al-
though the daughter was then released.
These four Christians were taken to
P.ILD.E. headquarters and finally trans-
ferred to the well-known Lisbon prison,
Fort Caxias. _

A lawyer intervened to plead the case
of these Christians and determine what
charges were being laid. No satisfaction of
any kind was obtained. No charge was
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brought forth, no accusation was officially
presented, and yet day after day these
peaceful Christians, three women and one
young man, were held prisoners. Finally on
January 9, 1985, after more than a month
in prison, the three women were released.
José Carneiro das Neves was then trans-
- ferred to a military prison in Trafaria. A
writ of habeas corpus was eventually pre-
sented on January 23, 1965, on behalf of
this imprisoned Christian. Then, suddenly,
on February 7 he was released from prison,
-In what way had these Christian wit-
nesses violated the law? Can it be said that
by preaching the Bible message of God's
kingdom these people were guilty of in-
fringing Article 174 of the Penal Code, thus
“Ingtigating or provoking collective disobe-
dience to the laws of public order”? By
what stretch of the imagination can their
ministerial activity be classified as “having
ambitious political ends”? Why did the au-
thorities hold back from legal prosecution
in the courts? Why were these Witnesses
all held for over a month in prison and
then suddenly released with no explana-
tion? Is this to be considered an example
of Portuguese justice? Yes, it would in-
deed be interesting to know how Portugal
justifies such actions, especially when one
of the imprisoned girls was a minor, only
sixteen years of age. We find it impaossible
to harmonize these acts with Portugal's
denial that no reprisals have been taken
against Jehovah’s witnesses.

Inferview with Minister

of Foreign Affairs

The State Department of the United
States in Washington has been informed of
these injlistices regarding Jehovah's wit-
nesses. In an effort to clarify the position
of this religious group in Portugal, an in-
terview was arranged for a foreign dele-
gation of three Witnesses to speak with
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Dr, Franco Nogueira, Minister of Foreign
Affairs. The foreign delegation traveled to
Lisbon and on February 25, 1965, they
clearly explained to him the position of
strict neutrality taken by Jehovah's wit-
nesses toward political matters. The pur-
poses of Jehovah's witnesses were outlined
as being entirely religious and in no way
obstructing or hindering Portugal's politi-
cal program or policy in connection with
its overseas provinces. It was most em-
phatically stressed that the authorities
could be absolutely sure that no Witness
would conspire or join forces to aid ter-
rorists, for such conduct would be in com-
plete repudiation of the Christian prinei-
ples we teach. '

Our protest was heard regarding denial
of the Constitutional right of freedom of
worship. The Minister was informed of the
facts concerning recent cases of P.LD.E.
interference involving Jehovah's withesses,
and he manifested some surprise that such
things were taking place. The delegation
felt that a fair hearing had been granted
and the promise was made to look into the
situation, as it was stated there was no
apparent reason for denying Jehovah's wit-
nesses religious freedom.

On March 14, 1965, a group of fourteen
Witnesses left the city of Castelo Branco
to visit some fellow members of their faith
in the town of Covilha. They also intended
to participate i preaching the good news
of God’s kingdom in this town. As they
shared their Bible knowledge with friendly
householders, the police systematically be-
gan to round up the entire group. Finally
they were all taken to police headquarters
for questioning by P.S.P. (Public Security
Police). Interrogation lasted until 3 a.m.
of the following day. During all this time
the Witnesses, several being young teen-
age girls, were most disgracefully treated,
being subjected to language in no way be-
coming to officers of the law. The men were
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then locked in one cell and the women put
in a room. This detentlon was organized
by the chief of P.S.P. of that districet, Lieu-
tenant Henrique de Almeida, with the col-
laboration of Sub-Chief Anténio Nunes de
Oliveira and Antdénio Barbosa Ledo. At
2 pm. on March 15 the group was taken
to court. They remained there until 7 p.m.

In the meantime relatives of the Wit-
nesses succeeded in arranging for a local
attorney to represent the group. In the
courthouse it was learned that the accusa-
tion filed by the police had entirely mis-
represented the Witnesses, declaring their
activities to be of a political nature. The
evidence of the Witnesses was then con-
sidered. Finally the judges decided to drop
the whole matter, and the group was dis-
missed. This incident received wide pub-
licity in Portugal’s overseas provinces
such as Mogcambique and Angola, as well
as in Spain,

Under the heading “PoLice HELD SOME
MEMBERS OF THE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES
Sect,” a leeal Covilhd newspaper reported
the following:

“On the 14th of this month [Marchl, the
P.5P, of this city, acting on superior orders,
arrested various members of the sect called
Jehovah's witnesses.! This was mainly a pre-
ventive measure, subject to further investi.
gation, as the action of this religious group ap-
pears to be in an illegal position in relation to
the political-religlous principles of the National
Constltution. Of those arrested only two are
of this elty, Covilhd. The others came from
Guarda and Castelo Branco.”

On March 28 four Witnesses engaged in
ministerial activity in Covilhd were once
again picked up by the authorities and de-
tained at the police station. The following
day they were taken to court and, as hap-
pened on the previous occasion, they were
finally dismissed. On April 11 Maria Emilia
Soares da Costa, a full-time pioneer min-
ister, who was involved in both previous
incidents, along with Olivia da Luz, was
bodily escorted by P.S.P. agents to the
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train station and invited to leave the city
of Covilhd. They were threatened that the
next time they returned, there would be
much worse treatment,

Physical Abuse

On July 9, 1965, Luiz Anténio de Silva
Camilhas, of Laranjeiro, Almada, received
a summons to appear for questioning at,
2 p.m. by the P.LLD.E. Upon appearing, he
was taken to a room for interrogation by
two police agents acting on orders from
Lieutenant Jorge Manuel Natividade Ja-
cob, Questioning lasted about two hours,
and what then happened is described by
Luiz Anténio himself:

“Having previously shut all the windows and
doors, they began siriking me on every part of
my body. Especially a blow in the stomach
knocked me to the floor. Another left me with
a black eye. As I was limping greatly on one
leg in an effort to stand up, they picked me
up by my ears and once agaln began beating
me. These men did not have the appearance
of humans as they handled me like a dog.”

Much of the interrogation focused atten-
tion on his view of military service, defense
of the State and patriotism. Upon his re-
lease, Lieutenant Jorge Manuel Natividade
Jacob threatened him with worse treat-
ment should he again be found preaching
the Bible message of God's kingdom as
taught by Jehovah’s witnesses.

This is not the only case of disgraceful
treatment by P.LD.E. agents. The record
of the past several years contains other
cases similar to what was just described.
On July 17, 1965, in the very heart of Lis-
bon, Manuel Vaz, seventy-two years of
age, an overseer-of the Alcantara Congre-
gation of Jehovah's Witnesses, was re-
quired to appear for questioning before
PIDE, agents. For three hours he was
interrogated and time and again this elder-
ly man was rudely insulted. His religious
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convictions were ridiculed and he was
treated in a most disrespectful manner. No
gooner was he released than another sum-
mons was delivered for him to appear
again, on July 22, for further interroga-
tion. This time agents of the P.ILD.E. held
the interrogation session for five hours,
and at one peint the P.ILD.E. agent said to
Mr, Vaz: :

“The true religion is the Catholic religion.
She has preserved the Bible and is following
Jesus Christ and the apostles, It Is not for
you, who are without appropriate instruction,
to teach the Bible. It 1s only for those who
are authorized. But you would like your religion
to be free, wouldn't you? This will never be!
No never!”

For the entire five hours Mr. Vaz, an
elderly man, seventy-two years of age, was
not even permitted to sit down, but or-
dered to remain in a standing position.
Consider the case of Sebastiana Cabral,
Rossio ao Sul do Tejo, Abrantes. On June
29, 1965, this lady was confronted by an
agent of the P.S.P. while peacefully walk-
ing to the home of a friend to discuss the
Bible. She was requested to follow the
agent to the local police station. From here
she was taken to police headquarters,
where she was interrogated and detained
for twenty-four hours. Her personal copy
of the Bible was confiscated as well as oth-
er Bible publications. During this time no
food was offered her. Finally she was re-
leased, with no charges being laid. A few
days later this same Christian lady was
again summoned to appear at police head-
quarters. On this occasion Sebastiana Ca-
bral was detained for thirty-two hours and
was subjected to a most severe interroga-
tion about her religious beliefs. Once again,
ne food whatsoever was given her during
this entire period, and she is a person sev-
enty vears of age! Then, as on the previ-
otis occasion, she was released without any

explanation,
FEBRUARY 28, 1966

Government Members
Advised

During the latter part of September
1965, & Portuguese delegation of three of
Jehovah's witnesses asked for an inter-
view with the Minister of Foreign Affairs
and the Minijster of Interior. Due to press-
ing governmental matters, the delegation
was advised that an interview would be
impossible. This reply, though, was no sur-
prise to the Portuguese Witnesses, since
they have never been granted a hearing
before governmental ministers, although
such requests have been made several
times in recent years.

On September 27, 1965, a detailed ac-
count of religious persecution against Je-
hovah'’s witnesses was prepared and, sev-
eral days later, personally handed to a
plenipotentiary representative of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs. On this same date
an additional detailed, fifteen-page state-
ment squarely presenting the case of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses in Portugal was delivered
to the Ministry of the Interior, with copies
being sent tc both the President of the
Republic and the President of the Council,
This lengthy appeal to the Minister of In-
terior refuted the false accusations raised
in the “Confidential” dispatch of October
17, 1964, issued by the Minister of Inte-
ricr, We quote directly from portions of
this exposition so you may see the straight-
forward manner in which matters were
explained:

“, . . The dispatch also states that Jehovah's
wlitnesses combat the State and preach collec-
tlve disobedience to the laws of public order
and all legitimate governmental authority, We
are compelled to say that the Information pre-
sented to Your Excellency on this matter is
not in accord with the faets. The Christian
witnesses of Jehovah have never taught dis-
obedlence to established authority. To the con-
trary. they recognize the need to obey all laws
that operate in favor of an orderly and quiet
life. A Christian consclence prevents them from
practicing what 1s wrong. . . . In consequence

21



of this, prisons and courts are not filled with
Jehovah's witnesses because thelr conduct has
violated the laws of public order and respect.
Rather, their Christian life serves as a good
example for other citizens . . .

“The private and public life of Jehovah’s
witnesses the world over proves they are a
law-abiding people. All their literature follows
a program of teaching base?l on the just prin-
ciples of the Bible. Jehovah's witnesses not only
preach the necessity of adhering to rules of
conduct as outlined in the Bible, but their
very lives produce the most eloquent testimony
that this religious group practices what it
preaches.

“Wherever we live, we follow the Bible teach-
ing to be in subjection to governmental author-
fties. The BRible command urges Christians to
be subject and obedient to governments and
authorities as rulers. For observing and respect-
ing the laws that maintain good order and
the well-being of the public, Jehovah's witnesses
in many lands have received the praise of
public authorities. In view of all this, we sin-
cerely ask how the accusationt can be susiained
that Jehovah’s witnesses are anti-social, against
the well-being of public order?

“The dispatch further mentions that Jeho-
vah's witnesses represent a grave danger with
‘ambitious political ends. Jehovah's withesses
have no interest either for or against any
political party. Their neutrality in this matter
is clearly manifest in every country and in rela-
tion to any government in power. Jehovah's
witnesses simply do not .become involved in
politics. They do not rise up in rebellion against
the authorities, neither do they engage In sub-
versive activities. Even when governments
persecute them, as they are actually doing in
all communist countries, they do not react by
instigating fifth column movements. Under ne
circumstances whatsoever (please have the
kindness to observe this declaration, Mr. Minis-
ter) do Jehovah's witnesses prevent govern-
ments from engaging in conflicts of defense or
do they foment insurrections or revolts. . . . The
Portuguese Government can be tranquil, know-
ing that this religious group would never be
involved in any procedure which puts in danger
the security of the State, Portuguese society
or the moral concept of pure Christianity.

“In presenting this infermation to Your
Excellency, we well understand that our posi-
tlon of strict neutrality can be misunderstood.
The fact that Jehovah's witnesses want to put
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God in first place in their lives, still does not
Mmake them anti-social. In the same way that
we ‘give to Caesar what belongs to Caesay’ we
want to give ‘to God what belongs to God' .. .
When early Christians faced a conflict between
the law of God and that of men, they had no
other choice but to ‘obey God as ruler rather
than men.” (Acts 5:29) But even here our
country recognizes this principle in conceding
supremacy to God, for we have a motto which
says: ‘God, Country and the Family, This
Portuguese motto appears to present the legiti-
mate order of things. Actuallyathe superiority
of God and his commandments ig unquestion-
able, What enlightened nation or legislative
body would take the positlon to force its sub-
jects to violate a conscience educated according
to God's principles? The first duty of mah is
toward his Creator. Certainly no commandment
of God would function or operate for the detri-
ment of man, :

“Further: It is said that Jehovah's witnesses
preach against military service and endeavor to
inculcate disrespect for military disclpline in
the mindg of young recruits. In regard to this
matter, our literature has openly declared that
we do not oppose the desire of any person to
serve in the armed forces of any nation, Much
less do Jehovah's witnesses oppose the efforts
of any nation to constitute an army by military
congcription. We clearly understand it would
be an error for any of ocur members to oppose,
infliyence or condemn the efforts of any individ-
ual to render military service, much less state,
as the dispatch affirms, that soldiers are ene-
mies of God. Even among Jehovah's witnesses,
each one must decide for himself what position
he will take in such questions, since he will
not suffer any interference or coercion by
another meémber. If a government desires to
rightly discipline someone for refusing military
service, in an effort to control any possible In-
subordination, we believe it acts within Its
competence and right. But, we cannot under-
stand why sonjeone, even in this matter, needs
to be brutally beaten, manhandled and struck
in such a way that it is even shameful to re-
late, , , .

“Appreciating the genuine interest of Your
Excellency in justice and the dignity of the
Portuguese people, we present this appeal, In
respect of your high governmental position,
that these facts be brought to the attention of
Government members. Our request is that
Jehovah'’s witnesses be granted religious Hberty
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to exercise their faith. We also appeal to Your
Excellency that the inhuman and unjustified
treatment to which Jehovah’s witnesses are
presently subjected by the Police be suspended.”

Police Raids

To date these appeals for justice and re-
ligious freedom have fallen on deaf ears,
Cn QOctober 23, 1963, in broad daylight, the
Campolide Kingdom Hall in Lisbon was
raided. The hall was left bare, as every-
thing was confiscated: chairs, speaker's
stand, all religious literature, money volun-
tarily contributed to pay for the hall’s rent,
coatrack, and so forth. No charges were
Iaid, no prosecution in the courts is being
pressed and the hall itself has not been
closed down by police order. Jehovah's
witnesses of this congregation protested
this unlawful action by P.LD.E, agenis by
writing letters of appeal for justice to the
Minister of Interior. No reply of any kind
has been given to this day. -

On November 8, at 9 am., PILDE.
- agents visited the home of Mrs. Mariana
Ribeiro Marecelino, resident of Calgada da
Boa-Hora, 65-r/c¢, Esq., Lisbon, After en-
try, they asked this housewife to open all
drawers of every piece of furniture in or-
der to be searched. Meticulously, they

searched the entire home, including clothes

closets, feeling the pockets of coats and
~ jackets, looking for séme unnamed object,

They searched under mattresses, in food
storage boxes in the kitchen, in short, rum-
maged through every corner of this private
home, After they found a religious book-
let, the agents rejoiced and then threatened
this Christian woman with possible sen-
tence in prison. Finally they said that per-
haps nothing would be done, as she has

two small children of tender age in her

care. Upon leaving, they advised her she
would receive a summons from the police
to appear for further questioning and at

FEBRUARY 22, 1968

that time she would be required to “tell
all she knew.”

On Novermber 9, 1965, at 9 p.m., & small
group of about ten Jehovah’s witnesses of
the Conde Redondo Congregation in Lis-
bon were preparing for a weekly Bible
study in the residence of Mrs. Saudade do
Rosério, living on Rua Gongalves Crespo,
435-cave, Esq., Lisbon. Suddenly a group of
twelve agents of the P.I.D.E, invaded the
home. Everyone present was ordered to
turn over all religious literature, Bihles,
booklets and whatever other lterature
they possibly had in their possession., Al-
though the people of the home were not
personally present (being out of town, they
had given the key of their apartment for
the holding of this Bible study), all pic-
ture$ and religious calendars in the room
were confiscated. "After the search, the
elderly women and sick, as well as minors,
were authorized to leave, with the excep-
tion of a young lady who just recently had
been operated on and hence was in conva-
lescence, which fact was brought to the
attention of the agents. However, she,
Ermelinda Maria, together with four male
members were taken to prison. The names
of the four Christian men detained were:
Fernando Monteiro Barreiro, Anténio Fer-
reira Angelo, Alberto Mendes Bouca and
Izidro Felisberto Canelas. About one
o’clock in the morning the police consented
to granting freedom to the cdnvalescent,
Ermelinda Maria.

The four imprisoned men were then
taken to Fort Caxias, where they re-
mained all night. The following day was
spent in interrogation, and one of these
Christian men, Anténio Ferreira Angelo,
was struck twice during the interrogation.
At the end of the day these men were re-
leased with the express order never to meet
again. If they were found together for the
purpose of studying the Bible, they would
be judged in high court and could be con-
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demned to prison for from two months up
to two years—so stated the police agents.

A few days after this case, on Novem-
ber 14, at 4:30 p.m., two agents of the
P.ILD.E. and one P.S.P. agent interrupted
a Bible study of seventeen invited people
at the home of Anténio Manuel Cordeiro,
resident at Largo 5 de Outubro, 1 and 2,
Rossio ao Sul do Tejo. The police confis-
cated all Bibles of those present as well as
other religious literature and then decided
to remove all equipment in the room. The
G.N.R. (Republican National Guard) un-
dertock this, and curious onlookers were
invited by the police to lend a hand. This
invitation from the police let loose an out-
burst of ridicule and defamatory language
against the Witnesses, Quickly the crowd
began to assume mob characteristics. Over
twenty-five chairs were finally removed
along with a table,

After the police identified all who were
present, Mr, Cordeiro, a full-time picneer
minister, was taken prisoner to the P.S.P.
Post and the others were ordered to appear
at 7 p.m. for questioning. The group obe-

diently conformed to this request. They .

were then transferred to the P.ILD.E.
headquarters, where the authorities de.
manded 2.000800 Escudos bail (about §70
U.8.A. currency) for each of the eleven
men detained. The following day all the
women were called to the police statlon to
post bail to the same amount. In view of
the fact that so few could arrange the stip-
ulated sum, police authorities permitted all
to be released after sighing a Declaration
of Responsibility statement.

Until the present date Anténio Manuel
Cordeire and Tiago Jesus da Silva are still
imprisoned, as they are congidered the
principal members responsible for the
group. PID.E, Chief Mario Duarte An-
drex and Rogério de Jesus Batista have de-
manded bail of 20.000800 Escudos (3700
U.S.A.) for each of these men. The wife
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of Mr, Cordeiro was not even permitted to
speak with her husband for several days
as he wag held incommunicado, It has since
been learned that this Christian man re-
ceived several blows during interrogaticn
sessions, The accuged do not have such an
exorbitant sum of money and hence they
remain in jail, despite legal arguments of
an attorney to have the bail reduced.

Overseas Province

Jehovah’s witnesses in the province of
Angola are being subjected to the same
treatment. Every attempt has been made
to damage the good name of this Chris-
tian group before the geheral public by ac-
cusing Jehovah’s witnesses of instigating
and collaborating with terrorists. The Gov-
ernor General of Angola, Mr. Silvine Sil-
vério Marques, on October 22, 1963, in dis-
patch No. 76, declared that Jehovah's
witnesses in Angola be considered a subver-
sive sect and all its members subversive
agents, as well as their publications, es-
pecially The Watchtower and Awake!, be
classified illegal for circulation. A copy of
this dispatch was ordered to be circulated
in that province to the International Police
and Defense of State, the Public Security
Police and to all District Governors, with
a copy sent to the Minister of Overseas
Provinces and the military cabinet of the
Commander in Chief of Armed Forces in
Angola.

Especially in 1961, when the flames of
terrorism broke out in Angola, Jehoval's
witnesses were imprisoned there, Two
prominent Witnesses, Jodo Mancoca and
Sila Ramos Filemon, along with others
received a three-year prison sentence. Al-
though their prison term has long since ex-
pired, these Christian men have been de-
nied freedom. Reports have been received
from released prisohers bearing messages
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that these men continue strong in their
faith, even finding ways to celebrate the
Memorial, or Last Supper, In commemora-
tion of Christ's death. Word was received

that some time ago, upon completion of-

thelr prison sentence, both of these men
were called before the authorities and told
they would be granted freedom if they de-
nied their religion and signed a statement
to this effect. Mancoca and Filemon said
they wolild prefer to die rather than re-
nounce their faith in God. To this day,
according to our knowledge, they are still
imprisoned at Baia dos Tigres, Angola.

A similar incident occurred to Manuel
Goncalves Vieira, In November of 1963 he
received a notice to present himself at the
headquarters of the PLD.E. There the
chief of the brigade, Mr, Varatojo, told
him that the governor of Angola, Silvino
Silvério Marques, did not want Jehovah’s
witnesses in Angola and had ordered them
to be swept from the provinee, They would
be expelled if they were Europeans or in-
terned in work camps if they were Afri-
cans. Manuel Goncalves Vieira was told to
sign a declaration renouncing all affiliation
with Jehovah's witnesses. If he did not
sign, he was told, he would not leave the
headquarters, but would be put in prison.
Since he did not sign, he was put in prison,
Some days later he was called before the
brigade chief Varatojo and again told to
renounce his religious beliefs. If not, he
was told, he could remain in prisen as long
as six months, after which the term might
be repeated indefinitely. Then, on Febru-
ary 21 he received an order of expulsion
from Angola.

On September 1, 1965, Abilio Faria, mar-
ried, with two daughters, a prominent
member of Jehovah's witnesses in Luanda,
was imprisoned by agents of the P.LD.E,
Three months later he was released, with-
out any charges having been made.

FEBRUARY 2@, 1966

Fair-minded People

It would be a great injustice to conclude
that all Portuguese people have such =
prejudiced attitude against Jehovah's wit-
nesses, While engaging in their preaching
work, or meeting with influential business-
men in their secular employment from day
to day, Jehovah's witnesses receive many
favorable comments expressing praise for
their Christian example in actually living
the Bible principles they preach. It is also
reported that some P.I.D.E, agents are very
courteous and polite when dealing with
Jehovah's witnesses. On a number of occa-
sions P.ILD.E. agents have sincerely in-
quired as’to the beliefs and teachings of
the Bible, listening attentively for several
hours to an explanation of God's purposes
for righteous mankind. At the present time
over 3,400 people in Portugal have willing-
ly opened their homes to Jehovah's wit-
nesses and are happily studying the Bible
weekly in order to learn more about Chris-
tianity and its message of peace for “men
of good will.”

In the country’s second-largest city,
Porte, on May 10, 1964, a judge of the
Second Correctional Court acquitted mem-
bers of Jehovah's witnesses involved in
three court cases. Two of these trials were
in connection with congregation meetings,
while the other case dealt with the legality
of a Bible study held in a private residence
with the consent of the householder. The
Public Minister appealed all three cases. On
December 2, 1965, the Court of Appeal in
Porto produced its judgment of sequittal
in connection with the case involving the
right of Jehovah's withesses to discuss the
Bible in the homes of interested persons.
This judgment by the Court of Appeal
rightly upheld the original decision of the
lower court and proved unfounded the ac-
cusation that the Bible study in question
expounded doctrines contrary to the prin-
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ciples of the established social order. Since

it was private worship, with the sole ob-

jective of reading and studying the Bible,
no preceding permission was. necessary
from any public authority. It Is indeed
encouraging to have this legal precedent
upholding the Constitutional right of Jeho-
vah's witnesses to preach the Bible mes-
sage of God’s kingdom in the homes of the
people. It is commendable to see a Court
of Justice clearly speak out in defense of
freedom of worship,

Additionally, recent events indicate that
the government has been investigating the
brutal treatment some of Jehovah's wit-
nesses have received. This has resulted in
better treatment at the hands of police of-
ficers in recent cases. It is hoped that this
measure of relief, resulting apparently
from the actions of fair-tainded govern-
ment officials, continues.

State Produces Accusation

At the present time, it appears that a
very significant trial is shortly to be heard
before a full court in the capital city, Lis-
han. The history of this case began on June
10, 1965, about 10 p.m., during a weekly
meeting of the Feijo Congregation of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses held at the home of
Afonso Mendes, Rua D. Carlos I, 12-1o,
Esq., Laranjeiro. Police action headed by
Lieutenant Jorge Manuel Natividade Ja-
cob, along with six soldiers of the Repub-
lican National Guard, broke up the reli-
gious meeting being held. As a result two
ministers of Jehovah’s withesses were im-
prisoned: Arriaga Cardoso, congregation
overseer, and José Fernandes Lourenco. On
June 12 these two men were handed over
to the P.LD.E, and placed in the Fort
Caxias prison.

Immediately an attempt was made to se-
cure legal aid, but the necessary papers re-
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questing an attorney’s authorization were
held by prison authorities, An appesl was
submitted to the Order of Lawyers in Lis-
bon to intervene. On July 2, 1965, the
President of the Order of Lawyers, Mr.
Pedro Pitta, wrote a protest to the Minis-
ter of Justice asking for immediate action
to be taken on behalf of Arriaga Cardoso.
A belated reply came from the Cabinet of
the Minister of Justice on August 19 stat-
ing there was no denial, but only a delay in
authorizing legal defense due to an inob-
servance of some unstated prisoner regu-
lations.

In spite of these difficulties, the wife of
Arriaga Cardoso proceeded legally to plead
the case of her husband and a writ of
haheas corpus was presented. On July
28, 1965, the Supreme Court of Justice
brought forth its judgment, signed by five
judges, stating that the P.ILD.E. had full
right and competence to maintain the ac-
cused in prison without making charges.
The reason given: strong suspicion of sub-
vergive activities against the security of
the State. The concluding part of the judg-
ment passed on the plea of habeus corpus
for Arriaga Cardoso states:

4 . . It is to be seriously suspected [italics

theirs] that with the expansion of an interpre-
tative doctrine of the powers of the ‘God Jeho-

‘vah, and perhaps in some way connected with

the Bible, we cannot but pronounce this to be
a system truly injurious to the basic interests
of constituted society even having characteris-
tics deeply subversive . . .

“This means to say:

“The P.LD.E. actswithin its due competence
detaining whoever might launch an attack of
such grave implication.

“So If the case under consideration contains
the very patterns of a meeting that has, after
ell, as 18 objectives an organization that
which the process gives the character of sect)
that in its respective program has equations to
alter the very security of the State, then the
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suspicion maintalned by the P.I.D.E. is founded
In keeping in legal prison, without charges
1ald, the sald plaintiff.”

The court records of this trial have pro-
duced yet another interesting summary re-
garding Jehovah’s witnesses. The Sub-
Director of the P.ID.E. submitted an
elght-page statement, numbered Dispatch
2.534/65-12 Div., explaining the motive for
holding, without charges, Arriaga Cardoso
and José Fernandes Lourenco. It was this
document of the P.LD.E, that reproduced
verbatum the “Confidential” dispatch ap-
proved for distribution by the Minister of
Interior, which was presented at the out-
set of this report.

On October 29, 1965, after four months
and twenty days in prison, Arriaga Cardo-
so and José Fernandes Lourenco were fi-
nally released on bail of 5.000300 Escudos
{($175 U.8.A.) and 3.000$00 Escudos ($105
1.8.A.) respectively, The magistrate of the
Public Ministry produced the accusation,
on October 25, also incriminating -forty-
seven members of the Feijé Congregation
who had been at the meeting on the night
of June 10, 1965. Bail was'set at 2.000$00
Escudos ($70 U.S.A.) for each of these
forty-seven Witnesses. As most of them
come from the working class and hence
are without this amount of money, proper-
ty was accepted as bond for the entire
group.

The accusation in part states:

# .. 1I pronounce all of the accused as ma-
terial authors of a crime against the security
ot the State, of instigation to collectlve dis-
ohedience, foreseen and punishable under Axti-
cle 174 of the Penal Code. . . . They constitute
a political movement, coming from various
countries with aims of disobedience, agitation

and subversion of the popular masses and espe-
cially the youths of popular age.”

When this case comes up for frial it may
very well define the position of the Portu-
guese government toward Jehovah's wit-
nesses.

FEBRUARY 28, 1966

Why the Persecution?

But you may ask: Why does Portugal
consider Jehovah’s witnesses subversive,
their doctrine as being against the estab-
lished social order, their work as agitating
the popular masses, their entire organiza.
tion as purely political? Partly because, in
the background, powerful religicus voices

‘can be heard spreading an abundance of

lies and slander across the land about Jeho-
vah's witnesses, From August 3 to Septem-
ber 7, 1963, Catholic priest Jodo de Scusa
presented a series of TV programs in Lis-
bon “exposing” Jehovah's ,witnesses. In
May 1964 this same priest published a 378-
page book, with the imprimatur of Lishon's
Cardinal-Patriarch, entitled “Tomorrow Is
Sunday,” in which a major portion is dedi-
cated to twisting the minds of people re-
garding Jehovah’s witnesses. Parochial
papers also containing this type of informa-
tion have been widely distributed in such
cities as Porto, Aveiro and Braga, and
the islands of the Azores.

Another important factor to remember
is that Portugal is a nation at war. For
several years now, national objectives and
resources have been mobilized to defend
the overseas provinces, especially Angola

and Mocambique, Portugal is relentless in

demanding absolute and unwavering obe-
dience of its subjects.

On Decermnber 1, 1965, there was deliv-
ered another eight-page letter of appeal to
the Ministry of Interior, reporting the lat-
est incidents of persecution. After stating
that Jehovah's witnesses were anxiously
awaiting a reply to their appeal of Septem-
ber 27, the spokesman for Jehovah’s wit-
nesses was bluntly told: “You must expect
this kind of treatment from the Portuguese
government since you have placed your
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selves in such a hostile position toward the
Government and your activity is viewed
as unlawful, Although we certainly do not
agree with such brutal manhandling of our
citizens, an investigation has been ordered
into the cases you cite. However, as yet
we have not received reports on all the in-
cidents you mention. But what I am now
telling you constitutes the answer . of the
Government, to your letters of appeal”

So the faet that Jehovah's witnesses
want to put God first in their lives makes
them undesirable, according to Portugal’s
claim. The crux of the matter seems to be
that the religious beliefs of this organiza-
tion are viewed strictly as a personal of-
fense against the pride and dignity of the
centuries-old Portuguese nation. Jehovah's
witnesses are not purposely exercising any
reprisal against the Portuguese nation.
Portugal would do well to open her eyes
and examine the facts. The position of Je-
hovah’s witnesses is exactly the same in
every nation, As an organization, we take
a neutral stand toward the affairs of this
world and adhere strictly to the peaceful
principles set out at Isaiah 2:2-4, Jehovah’s
witnesses in Portugal request only freedom
of worship to serve God according to Bible
principles. The record speaks for itself, It
is not Jehovah’s witnesses who have be-
come vindictive in an effort to return evil
for the evil done to them,

The questions that remain. unanswered
are: Why has Portugal taken such a bitter

position toward these Christians? Why has
Portugal stubbornly embarked on a cam-
paign to persecute Jehovah's witnesses?
Why was a “Confidential” dispatch issued
to all law-enforcing agencies declaring the
activity of these Christians subversive?
What civilized country today permits its
police unlawfully to enter homes and loot
personal religious literature ? How can Por-
tugal honestly expect people to believe she
is Christian when its citizens are forced
to turn over personal copies of the Bible
to its P.1D.E. agents? Why have Jehovah's
witnesses in Portugal never been granted
a hearing before government ministers?
Yes, why are these Christians jailed for
weeks at a time and then suddenly released,
without any charges being made? Is it not
shocking that a person be invited to sign a
statement denying his faith in Ged in order
to be released from prison? Is it necessary
brutally to beat and harass Christians be-

“ecause of conscientious religious convie.

tions? What is to be gained by intimidating
people to abandon their faith? How is jus-
tice in the case of Jehovah’s withesses to
be decided in Portugal? The attention of
fair-minded people the world over will be
focused on Portugal’s decision toward this
minority religious group. The results of the
pending court cases will he eagerly awaited
and a future issue of this magazine will
publish the answer.

Lible -ﬁccaucy in Oncidental Details

According to the Bible record at Exodus 5:6-8, the Israelites used straw to make
bricks while in bondage to Egypt. Bricks of this kind, made of straw and clay,
have been found by archaeologlists. A picture of one is shown on page 93 of Werner
Keller's hook The Bible as History in Pictures (New York; 1964), the writer com-
menting: “The accuracy of the biblical record, even In apparently unimportant
details, can be attested by this silent witness. It is a brick, made out of clay from
the Nile, into which pieces of straw have been kneaded—exactly what the Israelites
had to produce in their bond-service. The stamp on the surtace leaves us In no
doubt as to the time when this Egyptian brick was made nor as to who was
responsible for its creation—it bears the sovereign seal of Pharaoh Ramesses IL."”
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India’s Shastrl Dies
@ Sixty-one-year-gld Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri

of India died of a heart attack.

on January 11. Only hours
before, at Tashkent in the

U.S.5.R., he had signed a dec- -

laration with President Mo-
hammed Ayub Khan of Paki-
stan calling for wlthdrawal
of treops from positions won
last fall. It was hoped that
this would improve relations
between Indla and Palistan.
In New Delhi, Gulzarilal Nan-
da, India’s Home Minister,
was sworn in as caretaker
Prime Minister,

Transit Strike

& John Vllet Lindsay, 44, took
the oath of office as Mayor
of New York City on Decem-
ber 31. At 3 am. on New
Year's Day all subways and
nearly all bus trafiic in New
York City were halted by a
strike. The sirike left 6,000,000
riders without public trans-
portation. Normally, some
6,820 subway cars daily roll
over 720 miles of track that
crisscross the city. The strikers
wanted a shorter workweek,
more money and other bene-
fits. Far twelve days the city
was forced to seek other
means of transport or to walk,
Some observers saw in the
strike, not ohly a quest for
benefits for the workers, but
a political power struggle.
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Ignoring God

@ J. B. Clarkson, the principal
of a Roman Cathelic high
school in Victorla, Canada, said
that 75 to 80 percent of the
students in his Grade 12 class
admit that God has little or
ne meaning to them. He said
they are not denying God or
the existence of God, but ignor-
Ing Him. A Catholic student
stated that high-school reli-
glous instruction made little or
no impression on them.

Littls Change

@ The United' Nations Secre-
tary-General U Thant said, on
January 9, that the causes for
conflict in the world have re-
mained about the same over
the past twenty Yyears. The
world, he said, is stlll faced
with “the political differences
between great powers, still the
awiful implications of nuclear
armament, still the intolerable
inequality in the distribution
among the people of the world
of the benefits of scientific and
technological development and
still, indeed, man’s inhumanity
to man.” One change, he said,
is that more people today look
to the United Nations for
action in helping the world
right its wrongs. Thant stated
that mankind is “asking for
peace—not only the cessation
of firing on the Immediate
battleground of Viet Nam or
other areas of confliet, but also

securlty for man himself and
the generations to come
against the threat of war any-
where and at any time.” But is
the world today more peaceful
than it was when the U.N. was
formed? These great accom-
plishments await God's king-
dom government.

Resist Cheating

® In the state of Virginia,
high school students held a
contferaence on January 8§ to de-
termine how they might reduce
cheating and promote honesty
in the schools, The problem of
cheating in American schools
is reported to be widespread,
especially so in the secondary
schools, During the conference
an honor code was adopted for
Virginia's high schools. Stu-
dents found cheating were to
be reported. Last year some
200 Virginia high schools were
polled by mail. A hundred
replies were received stating
that cheating was a problem
in two.thirds of the surveyed
schools. The poll alzo showed
that 21 percent of the students
felt that there was nothing
wrong with cheating., Only 36
percent of the students felt
strongly enough about cheat-
ing to do something about it.
Sixty-two percent of those
polled sald that students
cheated hecause of pressure
from parents and colleges for
higher grades. Fourteen per-
cent said cheating was easier
than working. But it was be
lieved that, if the majority of
students supported the idea of
honesty, cheating would nearly
stop if for no other reason
than for lack of popular sup-
port.

Comet Break

® Comet Ikeya-Sekl, discov-
ered September 18 and named
after its two Japanese observ-
ers, split into three pleces.
Speculation is that the huge
tidal forces set up because of
its close approach to the sun
were responsible for the three-
piece break. The comet came
within 300,000 miles of the sun.
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dapan’s Growing Army

@ The Japanese defense build-
up has made swift progress.
The mnation’s armed forces
have been modernized and its
defense industry enlarged. The
Japanese have two army
missile battalions and socon
that number will be Increased
to eight. The past twenty years
have dulled the memory of
the second world war.

Food for the Hungry

@& Studies by the United Na-
tions Food and Agriculture
Organization and the World
Health Organization have con-
cluded that protein hunger is
the most pressing human prob-
lem of the century. Over &)
percent of the world’s popula-
tion does not receive suffictent
daily protein, while 60 percent
of the world's population is
on the verge of actual protein
starvation. Recently a fine fish
flour has been perfected to
feed the hungry millions of the
world. The product appears to
be a partial answer to the
world's food crisis. Experts
of the Interior Department’'s
Bureau of Commercial Fisher-
ies have perfected a new proc.
ess for producing a clinically
pure fish concentrate with a
proteln content of 80 percent.
It is claimed that eventually
the concentrate could end “pro-
teln starvation” for about two-
thirds of the human race. The
product may he produced at
a base production cost of half
a cent a person a day. The
product 1s almost odorless and
tasteless and has the appéar.
ance of a light-gray flour. It
is intended as a food supple-
ment or additive,

Vandalism and Tragedy .
@ Vandals in Britain have
serlously disrupted the public
telephone service. Last year
more than half the nation’s
75,000 pay telephones were
wrecked. The coin boxes of
5,000 out of 12,000 public tele-
phones in London were stolen.
Besides property damage, there
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is also a toll in human tragedy
involved. A young girl died
when her father was unable
to summon a doctor from a
public telephone damaged by
vandals.

The Migrant Worker

® Recent reports show that
there are upward of 4,000,000
migrant workers in Europe.
For the most part, these come
from the Mediterranean coun-
tries. Now, In addition to the
Italians, the Spanlards, the
Greeks and Portuguese, the
Turks and Yugoslavs are mov-
ing into France, Switzerland
and West Germany as labor-
ers. They are lured by jobs and
propelled by need. Their aim
is to make the maximim
amount of money in the mini-
mum amount of time. The
spectacular growth is shown
in the following figures: In
West Germany the number of
Italians gréw ‘from 6,500 in
1954 to 144,000 in 1960 and
an estimated total of 372.000
in 1965, There are almost 450,
000 Italian workers in Swit-
zerland., Turkey supplied no
workers to West Germany be-
fore 1960; there are 120,000
Turks there now. Yugoslavia
has supplied 64,000 workers.
France has more foreign work-
ers than any other country,
some 1,800,000, including 600,
000 from North Africa. Their

-wives and children &dccount

for an additional million in-
habitants.

Hard to Disappear

@ Almost 1,000,000 Americans
do_the disappearing act every
yfar. but the vast majority of
them do not stay hidden for
long. According io organiza-
tions engaged in tracing lost
persons, people who are loved
or hated by someone are soon
found. Seven out of 10 are
quickly located. But why do
people want to get lost? In
America money or mother-in.-
law troubles are the main rea-
sons. One report says: “Only
two out of every 100 vanish-
Ing husbands take off with

other women-—hut 60 out of
every 100 Hved within five
miles of their in-laws, And
only four American women dis-
appear for every 1,000 roen.”

Floods Sirike Rio

@® Parts of Rlo de Janeiro,
Brazil, were crushed by land-
slides when the region was hit
by the worst recorded storm
of its history in January. More
than 300 persons perished.
Huge landslides, avalanches
of mud, buried buildings and
crumpled apartments. Report-
edly some twelve inches of
rain fell every twenty-four
hours during mid-January
when N. H. Knorr, president
of the Watch Tower Society,
was in the country making
preparations for the 1967 inter-
national assembly of Jehovah's
witnesses to be held in Brazil,
The floods have driven more
than 30,000 persons to impro-
vised shelters. With the city
In mourning, there is also talk
of postponement of the famous
annual carnival celebration
scheduled on February 19. The
four-day carnival would be put
off to the end of March.

Hurricane Havoc

@ The Eastern African region
of Lourenco Marques, Mozam-
bique, was hit by the worst
floods in 30 years. Some 150,
000 persons were homeless.
Scores of persons were be
lieved dead, which included
seven killed on January 8
when a helicopter ecrashed
while taking part in rescue
operations. The ' havoe was
caused by hurricane Claude,
which whipped winds up to 110
miles an hour, lashing the
coastal region.

Death Takes No Holiday

@ Death reaped the biggest
toll ever on America’s high-
ways during the threeday
Christmas weekend. The num-
ber of persons killed in traffic
accldents was 717, Adverse
weather was a big factor. The
National Safety Council esti-
mated that 33,000 people were
injured in the same period.

AWAKE!



Marriage and Sex Symbols

& On December 29 Dr. I. A,
Burch, a divorce court psychol-
ogist, sald that many Ameri-
can marriages fall because
girls are trained to be sex sym-
bols and not much else. “Our
young girls,” he sald, “think
if they know how to apply lip-
stick, wear a bigger brassiere
and have the right-shaped hips,
that’s all they have to know.”
When problems arise in mar-
rlage, these girls have very
little ability to cope with them.
Employment belng what it is
today, men are bound’ to run
into {rouble sometime In earn-
ing a living. “Women then be-
come terrified; they bhecome
more demanding. ' When her
husband needs her most, she
falls,” Burch sald. Men and
women heed to develop an ap-
preciation of Christlan values.

Juvenile Diinkers
# Dr. Marvin A Block, a
spokesman for the American

Medical Assoclation, said; “De-
spite all the laws, the average
child today.drinks at age 14.”
He went on to say that in
many suburbs 85 percent of
the children drink at that age.
Is there any wonder why alco-
holism and crime abound
among youths?

Smokers Beware
@ Starting January 1, all cig-

‘arette packapes that roll off

the production lines in America
must carry the warning that
smoking 18 hazardous to
health, Despite findings that
cigarette smoking iz directly
related to lung disease, cancer
and heart disease, the an-
nouncements to this effect
have made little or no impres-.
slon on the smoking publie.
In fact, smoking is on the
rise in the United States. In
1865 smoking was up by more
than 4 percent over the pre-
vious year. Indications are that
1965 was the biggest smoking
year In history, According to

the Public Health Service,
each day some. 4,000 young-
sters between the ages of 13
and 18 try smoking for the
first time. How foolish to en-
danger their health and short-
en their lives in this way!

¥Youthful Population

#® According to the Population
Reference Bureau, the current
population of the world is
about 3,200,000,000 persons.
About 62 percent of the world
population 1s under 30 years of
age, and about 46 percent is
under 20 years of age.

Violent Crimes

& Authorities say that young-
sters in Japan under the age
of 20 account for the heavy
demand for stimulating drugs
of all kinds throughout the
natlon. These youths are re-
sponsible for approximately
half the violent crimes in the
land, according to a Justice
Ministry report issued In 1965.

Does your hope have a sure foundation? What
basis is there for believing the promises of God
found in the Bible? To have a hope that is a sure
anchor for the soul we must have some knowledge
of the Bible and a keen appreciation for it as a
storehouse of spiritual treasure. You can have
such knowledge of the inspired Scriptures by ob-
taining and reading

“All Scripiure Is Inspired of God and Beneficial.”
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Facing Up
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Do you reaily believe that our times are urgent?

The constant increase in crime, the uncontrolled
student riots, the increasing racial violence, the
unceasing revolutionary changes in national gov-
ernments, the persistent threat of world war-—do

you believe that thege are unprecedented dangers,
peculiar to our times? Do you believe that selfish-
ness is on the increase, that morality is on the
decrease, that lack of self-control is growing, that
love of goodness is gradually fading out? Just get
out your Bible and turn to 2 Timothy 3:1-5. Read
it. That is how urgent the Bible says our times are.
Protect yourself and your family, Read

The Watchtower
and Awake!

Both for one year. Postpaid, 15/-
(for Australia, $2; for South Africa, R1.40).
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